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‘The ; Fifth Book 


DEUTERONOMY. © 


nl dikileh badebarim, from the 

‘ 3. “words with which it. begins ; 
Z\\ and fometimes by the Hews 

Sy -Vihueh Torab, the repetition 
jz of the law ; and fo in the Sy- 
riac verfion, with which a- 
grees the Arabic title of it 5 
and when the Greeks, and we 
after them, call it Deuteronomy, it is not to be un- 
derftood of a fecond, a new, or another law, but 
of the law formerly delivered, but now repeated, 
and alfo more largely explained ; to which are 
likewife added, feveral particular laws, inftruétions, 
amd directions ; all which were neceflary, on ac- 
count of the people of J/rae/, who were nowa 
new generation, that either were not born, or not 
at an age to hear and underftand the law when ; iven 
on mount Sivai ; the men that heard it there being 
all dead, excepting a very few ; and thefe people 
were alfo now about to enter into the Jand of Ca-' 


naan, which they were to enjoy as long as they | 


kept the law of God, and no lon 5 and there-. 
fore it was proper they fhould be reminded of it ; 
and befides, Adofes was now about to leave them, 
and having an hearty defire after their welfare, 
{pends the little time he had to be with them, by 
inculcating into them, and impreffing on them the 
laws of God, and in opening and explaining them 
to them, and inforcing them on them, which were 
to be thé rule of their obedience, and on which 
their civil happinefs depended. And Docume 
hy : 


*, 


(a 


HE. time and place when the fubject-matte 
of this book was delivered to the J/raelites, 


are obferved by way of preface, y. prc! ph 


it begins with reminding them of an order to them 

to depart from meunt» Hered, and pafs on to the 

land of Canaan, which the Lord had given them, | 

y. 6,7, 8. and with obferving the very great in- | 

crcafe of their number, which made it neceffary 

‘for Mofes to appoint perfons under him to be ru- 
Jers over them, whom he inftruéted in the duty oft 
their Office, x. g—18. and he 

that when they were come to the mountain of the 
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there are in it feveral fharp reproofs of the people 
of J/rael for their rebellion aiid difobedience ; and. * 
fo the Targums of Fonathan and Ferufalem begin it ._ he 
by. calling.ic. the words.of reproof which Mofes ~~ © 
fpake, &c. That this book was written by Mo/es 
there can be no doubt, from cd. i. 1. and xxxi. 
4, 9, 24. only the eight laft vetfes which give an 
account of his death, and of his character, were 
wrote by another hand, equally infpired by God, 
as either Eleazar the prieft asfome, or Samuel the 
prophet as others ; of as it is the more commonly ’ 
received opinion of the Fews, Ezra ; though it is 
highly probable they were wrote by Fo/hua his fuc- 
ceffor. This book was writtefi and delivered by © 
Mo/es, at certain times in the laft month of his life, 
and towards the clofe of the 4oth year of the chil- 
drenof J/rael’s coming out of Egypt. And that it 
is of me ucnorty need not be queftioned, when 
the feveral quotations out of it are obferved, as 
made by the apoftles of Chrift, in Ads iii. 22. Rov. 

ii, ig. Heb. ¥. 30. Gal. iii. 10. out of cb xviii. 
15. and xxxil. 35, 36, and xxvii. 26, ar by our 
Lord himfelf, Aait. xviii. 16. from ch. xix. x 
Yea, it is remarkable, that all the paffages of fcrip- 4 5 
ture prodiiced by Criff to repel the temptations of 
Satan, are all taken out of this book, Ma+t. iv. 4, 
7,10. compared with Deut, vili. 3. and vi. 16, 13 
and the voice from heaven direéting the apoftles to. 
hearken to him, : to a prophecy’of him in ch, 


XViii. 15. 
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Aimorites; they were bid to go up and poflefs the 
land; but inftead of that, they defired men might 


fent to fearch the land firft, which was ee 
¥. 19—23./and though thefe men upon their re=* 
turn brought of the fruits of the land, and a good 

report of parca two of them ; yet being - 
difcouraged by the report of the reft, they murmur- 

, and were afraid to enter, though 
by Mofes, ¥. 24—33. which 
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a. to their great grief, ee is, emoab, i. e. the we 


‘until they had all heard them : on this fide Fordan; 
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ejoy the land, and therefore were bid to turn and) de Sea there is uch go 

take their i ewildernefs, ¥. 34—40. gint v Lape is ines, Cate 
but being con of their evil, they propofed| makes me 


ulfed by the Amorites, they fed with |to write Deuteronomy ; elfewhere * he calls it Dy ? 
* it of Moab, near ee 
ny, days, TA ry ‘ + againft Jericho. 


-¥. 2. There are eleven 9,6 journey from m Hore 

+}. x. Thee be t the lPdsiaollet Majes Ipake unto by the way of mount Scir to Kadefb-barnea ;| Not tl : that 
all Ifrael, Sc.) Not what are related in the latter! the I/raeiites came thither in, 11 days from Hi 
part of the preceding book, but what follow in 


for they ftaid by'the way at Kibroth-hattaavab, 
this; and which were fpoken by him, not to the 


whole month at leaft, and feven days at Hazeroth 5 
whole body of the people gathered together to hear but the fenfe is, that this was the computed dif- . 
him, which they could not do without a miracle ;| tance between the two places; it was was 
but te the heads of the people, the reprefentatives reckoned 2 man might walk in 11 days ; and if we - 
of them, who were convened to hear what he had | reckon a day’s journey 20 miles, of which ° 
to fay, in order to-cOmmunieate it to the people ; | note on Jonab1 ui. 3. the diftance muft be 220 
unlefs we can fuppofe that Mo/es at different times | But Dr. Shaw‘ allows but 10 miles fora day’s 
to feveral parties of them delivered the fame things, 


journey, and then it was no more than 110, and 
indeed a camp can’t be thought to move fafter; but 
not the day’s journey of a camp, but of a man 
leems to be intended, who may very weil walk 20 
miles a day for 11 days running ; but it feems more_ 
ftrange that another learned traveller *fhould place 
Kadefo-barnea at $ hours, or 20 miles diftance. only 
from mount Sinai. Mofes computes not the time 
that elapfed between thofe two places, 
their ftations, but only the time of travelling ; 
and yet archi fays, though it was 11 daysj 
according to common computation, the Ifraelites 
performed it in three days; for he obferves that 
they fet out from Horeb on the 20th of Jar, 
on the 29th of Sivan the {pies were fent out fro 
Kadefb-barnea ; and if you take from hence the 
whole month they were at one place, and the feven , 
days at another, there will be but three days left 
for them to travel in. And he adds, that the fheki- 
nab, or divine majefty, pufhed them forward, to 
haften their going into the land ; but pt- 
ing themfelves, he turned them pee ee 
40 years. It is not eafy to fay for what reafon 
thefe words are exprefied, unlefs it be to thewin 
how fhort a time the Sjraclites might have been in 
the land of Canaan, in a few day’s journey from 
Horeb, had it not been for their murmurings and — 
‘unbelief, for which they were turned into the wil- 
dernefs again, and travelled about for the {pace of 
38 years afterwards. Aben Ezra is of opinion, — 
that the 11 days, for the word journey is not in the 
text, are to be connected with the preceding words; 
and that the fenfé i is, th ofes fpake t aa 
in “5 above places, in th days. x Mo 
Hered to Kadep. es 
“$ 3. And it came to pafs in the 40th year, a 
hat is, of the coming of the children of J/rael ou 
of Egypt: in the 11th month ; the mon be. 
as the Targum of Fonathan, which a an 
of Fanuery and part of February: in 
of rbd month, that Mofes Ipake unto tb 
Ufrdel according to all that the Lord h 
commandment unto them ; repeated to a > fe 
yeral commandments, which the bee 
vered to him at different time Mm) 


before the paflage of the J/raelites over it into 

land of Canaan; for Mofes never went in thither, 
and therefore it muft be the traG& which the Greeks 
call Perea, and which with refpect to the Jjrael- 
ites when in the land of Cazzaan is called beyond 
Jordan, for here now Mofes was; and the chil- 
dren of J/rae! had been here with him a confidera- 
ble time in the wildernefs, the vaft wildernefs of 
Arabia, which reached hither: in the plain; the 
plains of Moab, between Beth-Fefoimoth and Abel- 
Soittim, where the Iraclites had lain encamped for 
fome time, and had not as yet removed; fee Num. 
XXxill. 49. over-againft the Red fea; the word fea 
is not in the text, nor is there any thing in it which 
anfwers to Red ; it fhould be rendered» over againft 
Supb, which feems to be the name.of a place in 
Moab, not far from the plains of it, and perhaps 
is the fame with Supbeh in Num. xxi. 14. for from 
the Red fea they were at a confiderable diftance : 
between Paran and T. opbel,- and she and Haze- 
roth, and Dizabab; thefe are names of places which 
were the boundaries and limits of og plains of 
Moabyor lay very near them ; for Paran cannot 
be ulllieefivod of the wilderneis of Paran, which 
was too remote, but a city or town of that name. 
Tapbel and Laban we read of no whereelfe ; a learn- 
man * conjectures Tophel is the name of the ftation 
where the J/raclites loathed the manna as. light 
bread, becaufe of the infipidnefs of it, which he 
obferves this word fignifies ; but that ftation was 
“either Zalmonab, or Punon, or this ftation | muft be 
‘omitted in the account of their journies, and be- 
fides waS too remote. © Farchi helps this conjecture 
a little, who puts-Topbel and Laban-together, and 
thinks they fignify their murmuring becaufe of the 
manna, which was white, as Lahgid fignifies ; but 
the above writer takes Laban tobe a difting fta- 
tion, the fame with Lidzab, Numb. xxxiii. 20. and 
Hazeroth to be the ftation between mount Sinai 
Kadefo, Nam. xii.16. But. both feem to be 
ote from the plainsof Moab; and Dizabad 

d have to be the fame with Ezion-geber, 
‘Nom. Xxxiii. 95. which he fays the Arabs now 
call. Dfabab, or Meenab el Dfabab, that is, she 
part of Gold ; and certain it is that. -Dizabab has 
the fi cripaial grb anti by UR 


invoke: indielp perhaps either through ye 


the port by. oh or by reafon of a mine 
ies or near it ; * Vulgate Zatis re ren- 


doe c shew Bi 
Joc. Heb pe A. sine 


Of the Eat, vol. I. p. 157. 
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B. 5: On thisefide Fordan, ix the land of Moch,\ the land, which the Lord fwere uate your fathers 
&c.] On that fide of Ferdaz in which the land of; Abraham, Ljaac, ond Faced, to give wate them and 
Moab was, and which with refpe& to the land of| their feed after thers ; and ‘which beg thus made 
Cenean was beyond Fardan ; this the Vulgate L2-| fure unto them, they had nothing more to do than 
siz verfion joins to the preceding verie : began Mo- to go and take poficfiion of ir. 
fes to declare this law, to explain it, make it clear} ¥. 9: And I fpake unto yeu at that time, &c.]} 
and manifeit; namely, the whole fyfiem and body! About that time; for it was after the rock in Hered 

« of laws, which had been before given him, which|was fmitten, and before they encamped 2t mount 
hewilled* , as fome render the word, or willingly| Sinai, that Jethro gave the advice which Béajes 
- took upon him to repeat 2nd explain unto them, took, and proceeded on it, as here related ; &e Exed. 
which thew fathers had heard, and had been deli- xvi. fayzez, I em not able to bear yon muyjelf alone ; 
vered unto them ; but before he entered upon this,/to rule and govern them, juder, and determine 
he gave them a fhort hiftory of events which had} maners between them. fetére iugecited this to 
befallen them, from the time of their departure! Mojes, and he took the hint, and was confcious to 
from Hered unto the prefent time, which is con-| himélf that it wes teo much for him, and fo de- 
» tained in this and the two next chapters : /ayizg; clared it to the people, though it is not before re- 
as follows. corded ; fee Exod. xviii. 18. 
¥. 6. The Lord cur God fpake unto usin Hereb,| ¥.10. The Lord year God bath multipied you; 


&c.] The fame with Sinai, as Aen Ezra ob- &c.] Which was the reafon why he could nop bear 
ferves ; whilit the [/raclttes lay encamped near this| them, or the government of them was too he2vy 
mountain, the Lord fpoke unto them : /ayizz, pel os him, becaufe they were fo numerous, and the 
have dwelt ienz enough in this mount ; or near it;\cafes brought before him to decide were fo many : 
for hither they came on the firft dzy of the third| ed bebeld you are this ay as th: farscf peaven for 
month from their departure out of Ezypt, and they) multitude ; whereby it appeared one 
did not remove from thence until the 2oth day of| Abrcham was fulfilied, Gen. xv. 5. they were now 
the 2d month in the ad year, Exod. xix. s. Numb.| 600,000 men fit for war, befides women and chil- 
x. 11. fo that they were here a year wanting ten/ dren, and thofe under age, which muff make the 
days; in which fpace of time the law was given| number of them very r 
them, the tabernacle and all things ini 
. it were made by them, rulers both ecclefi thoufand times fo maky more as ye are, Sc.) This 
, and civil were appointed over them, and they were|prayez i 
numbered and marthalled in order under four fian-|them, to fhew that he did not envy their increafe, 
dards, and fo ready to march ; and all this bei 


donc, they muft flay no longer, but fer forward|though he gave it asa reaion of his not being able 
for the and of Cex: It is well for perions that |ro erm them alone: and bicf{s you, as be bath 
not to under the law, and the jou ; with all kind of blefiings, .as he had 
terrors of it, bur are directed to mount Zios; fec|often promifed their fathers. = 
Heb. ML 138—24. ; ¥.12. How can 1 myfeif alone bear your cam- 
; ¥-7- Tarn sou ond take your j 
s 


teed on in their journey, in which they had been icaufes, and determine all their law-fuits, and de- 
it 


being |nor was any ways untafy atit, bur rejoiced in it, - 
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left they bring difcredit to him, and deftru&tion on ‘s 
themfelves : and the caufe that is too hard for you 
bring it unto me, and I will bear tt s which is faid 
for their encouragement, as well as was an inftruc- 
tion to them, not to undertake a caufe too dificule 
for them; fee Exod. xviii. 22, 25. 
¥.18. And I commanded you at that time all the y 
things which ye foould do} Delivered to them all 
the laws, moral, ceremonial, and judicial, which ,-> 
were eae given him at mount Sinai. 
And when we departed from Horeb,  &e. j 
Ag the Lord commanded them to do, when they ° 
were obedient : we went through all the great and 
terrible wilderne/s ; the wildernefs of Paran, called 
great, it reaching from mount Sivai to Kadefh- 
barnea, 11 a Journey, as Adrichomius ' relates ; 
and terrible, being fo hard and dry, as not to be 
plowed nor fown, and prefented to the fight fome- 
thing terrible and horrible, even the very image of 
death ; to which may be. added the fiery ferpents 
and fcorpions it abounded with, ch. viii. 15. 
which ye faw by the way of the mountain of the Amo- 
rites; that is, in the way that led to the moun- 
tain: as the. Lord our God commanded us, to de- 
part from Horeb, and take a tour through the wil- 
dernefs towards the faid mountain: and we came to 
Kadefh-barnea , having ftayed a month by the way. 
at Kibroth-hatiaavah, “where they lufted after fleth, 
and feven days at Hazeroth, where Miriam was fhut 
out of the camp for leprofy during that time. 
¥. 20. And I faid unto you, you are come unto the 
mountain of the Amorites, &c.| Which was inha- 
bited by them, and was one of the feven nations 
the J/raelites were to deftroy, and poffefs their land, — 
and which lay on the fouthern part of the Jand of 
Canaan : which the Lord our God doth give unto us ; 
not the mountain only, but the whole country of 
that people, and even all the land of Canaan. —- 
¥.21. Bebold, the Lord thy God hath fet the land 
before thee, 8cc.| The land of Canaan, on the bor- 
ders of which they then were; fee the note on ¥. 8. 
goup; the mountain, by that way of it which was 
the way the-fpies went, and up towhich fome of the 
Tfraelites prelumed to go when forbidden, they nor — 
complying with the call of God : and poffe/sit, as 
the Lord God of thy fathers bath faid unto thee; as 
in ¥. 8. fear not, neither be difcouraged ; though the 
people of the land were numerous and ftrong, and” 
their cities large and walled. 
¥. 22. And ye came near unto me every one of you, 
&c } Not every individual of them, but the heads 
of their tribes, that reprefented them ; this isnot to 
be underftood of the prefent generation perfalig, 
but of their fathers, who all died in the wilder- 
nefs, fave avery few of them ; but they being the 
fame people and nation, it is fo exprefled : and faia, 
we will fend men before us ; that is, they thought it. 
was proper and prudent ‘fo. to do, and came to 
Mofes to coniult him about it ; for we are not to 
fuppofe that they had determined upon it, whether 
he approved of itor no: and they fhall fearch us out 
the land; that they might know what fort of aa 
it was, whether, good or bad, fruitful or not, a 
whether woody or no; fee Num. xiii. 19, 20. and 
bring us word again, by what way we muft go up; 
ot, concerning the way ™ in which we muft go, which -— 
is the beft way of entering it, moft eafy ad ac~ 


rulers over you; the people were allowed to chufe 
their own officers, whom they were to bring to 
Mofes, and prefent before him, to be invefted with 
their office. A like method was taken in the choice 
and conftitution of deacons in the Chri/tian church, 
when the fecular affairs of it lay too heavy upon the 
apoftles, és vi. 3. 

¥. 14. And ye anfwered me and’ faid, &c.| As 
the fpeech of Mo/es to the people is\,not exprefied 
before, fo neither this anfwer of theirs to him : 
the thing which thou haft {poken is good for us to do; 
to look out for and prefent perfons to him as be- 
fore defcribed; this they faw was for their own 
good and profit, as well as for the eafe of Mo/es, 
and therefore readily agreed to it. 6 

¥. 15. So [took the chief of your tribes, wife men, 
and known, &c,.] The principal perfons among 
them, that were remarkable and well known for 
their wifdom and underftanding, whom the peo- 
ple prefented to him; and made them beads over 
you; rulers of them, as follows: captains over 
thoufands, and captains over hundreds, and captains 
over. fifties, and captains over tens ; fee Exed, xviii. 
21—25. and officers among your tribes ; which JFarchi 
interprets of fuch that bind malefactors and fcourge 
them, according to the decree of the judges, even 
the executioners s of juftice ; and fo the Fews com- 
monly underftand them to be, though fome have 
thought they were judges alfo. 

y. 16. And I charged your judges at that time, 
&c.] When they were appointed and conftituted, 
even the heads and rulers before fpoken of ; this 
charge is alfo new, and not recorded before : /ay- 
ing, bear the caules between your brethren 5 hear 
both fides, and all that each of them have to fay ; 
not fuffer one to fay all he has to fay, and oblige 
the other to cut his words fhort, as the Targum of 
Jonathan paraphrafes it ; but give them leave and 
time to tell their cafe, and give the beft evidence 
they can of it: and judge righteoufly , impartially, 
juft as the cafe really appears to be, and according 
to the evidence given: between every man and bis 
brother ; between an Tfraelite and an Ifraelite : and 
the firanger that is with him; between an J/raelite 
and protelyte, whether a profelyte of the gate, or 
of righteoufnefs ; the fame juftice was to be done 
to them, as toan J/raelite. 

¥.17. Ye fhall not refpeét perfons in judgment, &c. | 
Or pais judgment, and give fentence according to 
the outward appearances, circumftances, and _re- 
lations of men; as whether they be friends or foes, 
rich or poor, old or young, men or women, learn- 
ed or unlearned ; truth and juftice fhould always 
take place, without any regard to what perfons are : 
but you fhall hear the finall as well as the great; per- 
fons in low life, and in mean circum{tances, as 
well as great and noble perfonages ; or little caufes 
and of no great moment, as well as thofe of the 
utmoft importance; all muft be attended to, a 
caufe about a prutah or a farthing, as wel] as one 
about a hundred pounds, in which “Farchi inftances, 
and if that came firft it was not to be poftponed: 
you fall not be afraid of the face of man; of the 
frowns and threatenings of rich men, and of fuch 
as are in power and authority ; ; not be awed or in- 
timidated by them from doing juftice; fee Fob 
Xxxi. 34. for the judgment is God's: ; judges ftand 
in the place of God, are put into their office by 
him, and aét under him and for him, and are ac. 
countable to him; and therefore fhould be careful 
what judgment they make, or fentence they pafs, 


ceflible, where the paffes are mott open a heat 
dangerous: and into what cities we Sfrall co 
which it would be the moft " of Es 
fubdue firft. 


! Theatrum Terre, p. 116. 7 TITTAN de Noldius, p- 117. ha sah fo rw et verfion, be 
‘Tremellius, Pifcator, 


Ch. i. ¥. 23-33. DEUTERONO MY. B 
.. ¥. 23. And the faying pleafed me well, &c.] Ta- 

ing it to bea rational and prudent fcheme, not 
imagining it was the effect of fear and diftruft : 
and I took twelve men of you out of a tribe 5 whofe 
names are given in Numb. xiii. 4—15. 

¥.24. And they turned and went up into the 
mountain, 8cc.| As they were ordered and direéted 
by Méofes, Numb. xiii. 17. and came unto the valley 
of Ejbcol ; fo calledfrom the clutter of grapes they 
cut down there; as they returned: aad fearched it 
eut ; the whole land, and fo werecapable.of giv- 
ing a particular account of it. 

¥.25. And they took of the fruit of the land in 
their bands, &c.| Befides the clufter of grapes, 
which was carried between two men on a ftaff, even 
pomegranates and figs, Numé. xiii.23. and brought 
it down unto us; who lay encamped at the bottom 
of the mountain: and brought. us word again; 
what fort of a land it was: and faid, it is a good 
land which the Lord our God doth give us ; that is, 
Caleb and Fofhua, two of the fpies, faid this, as 
the Targum ot Fonathan exprefies it, and fo Farchi ; 
yea, all of them agreed in this, and faid at firft 
that it was a land flowing with milk and honey, 
Numb. xiii. 27. 

¥. 26. Notwithfanding, ye would not go up, &c.] 
And poffefs it, as the Lord had bid them, and Mo- 
fes encouraged them to do, as well as fa/bua and 
Caleb, who were two of the fpies fent into it: but 
rebelled againft the commandment of the Lord your 
God; difregarded the word of the Lord, and dif- 
obeyed his command, and thereby bitterly pro- 
voked him, which, rebellion againft him their 
King and God, might well do. 

y. 27. And ye murmured in your tents, 8cc.] Not 
in a private manner ; for though the murmurs be- 
gan there, they having wept all night after the re- 
port of the fpies ; yet it became general and public, 
and they gathered together in a body, and openly 
exprefied their murmurs againft Mo/es and Aaron, 
Numb. xiv. 1, 2. and faid, becaufe the Lord hated us, 
he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt 5 a 
ftrange expreffion indeed ! when it was fuch a plain 
amazing inftance of his love to them, as could not 
but be feen by them; being done in fuch a remark- 
able and extraordinary manner, by inflicting judg- 
ments on their enemies in a miraculous way, giv- 
ing them favour in their eyes, to lend them their 
clothes and jewels, and bringing them out with 
fuch an high hand, openly and publicly in the 
fight of them, where they had been in the moft 
wretched flavery for many years ; yet this is inter- 
preted an hatred of them, and as done with an ill 
defign upon them, as follows : to deliver us into the 
Land of the Amorites, to deftroy us; which now un- 
der the power of their fears and unbelief, they 
thought would be quickly their cafe; fee ch. 


the fpies ; they told them they were gieat, large, 
and populous, walled, and ftrongly fortified 3 
which appeared in their frighted imaginations as if 
their walls were fo high asto reach up to heavens 
fo that it was impoffible to fcale them, or get pof- 
feffion of them: and moreover, we have feen the 
fons of the Anakim there , the giants fo called from 
Anak, the fon of Arba, the father of them § their 
names are given, Num. xiii. 22, 33. fee Joh: xiv. 
15. and xv. 13, If, 

¥. 29. Then I faid unto you; dread not, neither be 
afraid of them | With fuch like words he had ex- 
horted and encouraged them before the fpies were 
fent, and he ftill ufes the fame; or ftronger terms, 
notwithftanding the report that had been made of . 
the gigantic ftature and walled cities of the Ca- 
naanites. This fpeech of Mofes, which is conti- 
nued in the two following verfes, is not recorded in 
Numb, xiv. 5. it is only there faid, that Mofes and 
Aaron fell on their faces, but no account is given 
of what was faid by either of them. 

¥. 30. The Lord your God which goeth before you, 
&c.] In a pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar 
of fire by night : he /hall fight for you; wherefore 
though their enemies were greater and tallef than 
they, yet their God was higher than the higheft ; 
and cities walled up to heaven would fignity no- 
thing to him, whofe throne is in the heavens : aec- 
cording to all that ke did for you in Egypt before your 
eyes ; which is obferved to encourage their faith in 
God ; for he that wrought fuch wonders in Egypt 
for them, which their eyes, at leaft fome of them, 
and their fathers however had feen, what is it he 
cannot do? 

¥. 31. And in the wildernefs, &c.] Where hé 
had fed them with manna, brought water out of 
rocks for them, protected them frotn every hurt- 
ful creature, had fought their battles for them, 
and given them victory over Amalek, Sibon, and Og: 
where thou kaft feen how the Lord thy God bare theé, 
asaman doth bear his fon ; in his arms, in his bo- 
fom, with great care and tendernefs : in all the way 
that ye went, until ye came into this place ; fupply- 
ing their. wants, fupporting their perfons; fubduing 
their enemies, and preferving them from every 
thing hurtful to them ; and therefore having God 
on their fide, as appeared by fo many inftances of 
his favour to them, they had nothing to dread 
or fear frorn the Canaanites, though ever {6 
mighty. 

¥. 32. Yet in this thing ye did not believe the Lord 
your God ;| That they might go up and poffefs 
the land at once, and that he would fight for them, 
and fubdue their enemies under them ; or notwith- 
ftanding the favours beftowed upon them, and be- 
caufe of them, they did not believe in the Lord 
their God, and which was a great aggravation of ° 
their unbelief; and was the caufe of their not en- 
tering into the good land, Hed. iii. 19. 

¥. 33. Who went in the way before you, to fearch 
you out a place to pitch your tents in,&c.] For when 
the cloud was taken up they journeyed, and when 
that refted, there they pitched their tents ; and here- 
by they were directed to places the moft convenient 
for water for them and their flocks, or for fafety 
from thofe that might annoy them : i# frre by night, 
to foew you by what way ye foould go ; which other- 
wife they could not have found in dark nights, in 


Ve FF. 
¥. 28. Whither fhall we ge up, &c.] What way 
can we go up into the land‘? where is there any ac- 
cefs for us? the mountain we are come to, and di- 
rected to go up, is poffeffed by the Amorites, a 
ftrong and mighty people, who keep and guard 
the paffes, that there is no entrance: our brethren 
have difcouraged our hearts ; ten of the fpies ; for 
. Fofoua and Caleb encouraged them with very power- 
ful arguments, which had they liftened to, it would 
have been well for them: /aying, the people is greater 
and taller than we; more in number, larger in|which they fometimes travelled, and in a wilder- 
bulk of body, and higher in ftature : the cities are|nefs where there were no tracks, no beaten path, 
great, and walled up to heaven, an hyperbolical|no common way: and in a cloud by day ; to fhel- | 
expreflion; their fears exaggerated the account of} ter them from the feorching fun, where there were 
Vou, I, Nez, c ne 
* ' 
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no trees nor hedges to: fhade them, 
rocks and hills. 

¥. 34. And the Lord heard the voice of your words, 
&c.] Of their murmurings againft Mo/es and 
Aaron, and of their threatenings to them, Fo/bua 
and Caleb, and of their impious charge of hatred 
of them to God for bringing them out of Egypt, 
and of their rafh wifhes that they had died there 
or in the wildernefs, and of their wicked {feheme 
and propofal to make them a captain, and return 
to Egypt again: aud was wroth, and fware, by 
his life, Hinsolé.: fee Numb. xiv. 225 28. saying s 
as follows. 


only cragged 


¥. 35. Surely there foall. not one of thefe men of 


this evil generation fee the good land, &c.) The 
land of Gaszaan ; not only not one of the fpies 
that brought the ill report of that land, but of that 
body of people that gave credit to it, and mur- 
mured upon it: which I fware to give unto your fa- 
thers ; Abraham, Ifaac, and Facob ; fee ¥. 8. 


y. 36. Save Galeb the Son of Fepbunneb, be foall 


fee it, &c.|} Enter into it, and enjoy it, and Fo- 
foua alfo; who was the other fpy with him, that 
brought a good report of the land ; fee ¥. 38. 
and to him will I give the land that he hath trodden 
upon, and to bis children ; not the whole land of 
Canaan, but that part of it which he particularly 
came to and fearched ; and where the giants were, 
and he faw them, and notwithftanding ' was not in- 
timidated by them, but encouraged the people to 
go up and poffefs it ; and the part he came to par- 
ticularly, and trod on, was Hebron, Numb. xiii. 
22. and which the Te argum of Fonathan, Farchi, 
and Aben Ezra, interpret of that; and this was 
what was given to him and his at the divifion of 
the land, Jo/b. xiv. 13, 14,15. and xv. 13, 14. 
becaufe he hath wholly followed the Lord; fee Numb, 
XIV. 24, 

¥. 37. Alfa the Lord was angry with me for your 
fakes, &c.} Not at the fame time, though as fome 
think at the fame place, near 38 years afterwards, 
they provoking him to fpeak unadvifedly with his 
lips ; fee Numb, xx. 10, 11, 12. Pf. cvis 325 33. 
faying, thou foalt not go in thither , into the land of 
Canaan; and though he greatly importuned it, he 
could not prevail ; fee ch. iil. 25, 26, 27. 

y. 38. But Jofbua the fon of Nun which ftandeth 
before thee, &c.] His fervant and minifter, which 
this phrale is expreflive of : be jhall go in thither , 
into the good land, inftead of Ado/es, and as his 
fucceffor, “and who was to go- before the children 
of J/rael, and introduce them into it, as a type of 
Chri, who brings many fons to glory : excourage 
him ; with the promife of the divine prefence with 
him, and of fuccefs in fubduing the Casaanites, 
and fettling the people of J/rae/ in their land,; and 
fo we read that Mo/es did encourage him, :ch. xxxi. 
7, 8. for be foall caufe Ifrael to inkerit it ; go before 
them as their captain, and lead them intoit; fight 
their battles for them, conquer their enemies, and 
divide the land by lot for an inheritance unto 
them ; fo the heavenly inheritance is not by the 
Jaw of. Mofes, and the works of it, but by Fohua, 
or Fefus the faviour, by his atchievements, vic- 
teries, and conquefts. 

¥. 39: Moreover, your little ones, which ye faid 
Soould be a prey, &c.] To the Amorites, into whofe 
hands they expected to -be delivered, ¥. 27. fee 
iNumb. xiv. 3. and your children which in that day 
had no knowledge between good and evil, not being 
at years of underftanding, and which is a common 
detsription of children ; it is particularly exprefled 


lt tea et facilis fuit res, Golius, col. 2593. 
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in that day, for now they were the very perfons Mo= 
es was dire€ting his fpeech unto, and relating 
hiflory, ic being 38 years. ago when this affair was, 
fothat now they were grown up.to years of difcre- 
tion : they foall go in thither, and unto them will I 


give dt, and they fhall poffefs it ; thesia vad 


which now might ferve greatly to encourage 
faith, as. well as it would be a fulfilment fee Fears! 
mife of the land made unto Abrabam, ie pro 
Jacob, which was not made-of none effect through 
the unbelief of the J/raelites, whofe carcafes fel in 
the wildernefs, fince their aa was to enjoy 
and did. 

¥. 40. But as for you, turn 0, &c.] From the 
mountain of the Amorites, the border of the land 
of Candan: and take your journey into the wilder= — 
nels, by the way of the Red-fea', fee Numbo xiv. 25: | 
Jarchi fays this wildernefs was by the fide‘of the 
Red-fea, to the fouth of mount Seir, and divided 
between the Red-fea andthe mount ; fo that now 
they drew to the fide of the jea, and compafied 
mount, Sezr, allthe fouth of it, from weft toeaft. ° 

¥. 41. Then ye anfwered, and faid unto me; 8c.) 
Not being willing to goyinto the wildersefs again, 
though they wifhed they had died in it ; nor to go 
the way of ‘the Red:feay which was their way back 
again to Egypt, though they had been for appoint- 
ing acaptain, and returning thither ; but now the 
repented of what they had faid.and done }avébaw 


Janedagainft the Lord; by murmuring againft his 


fervants, and difobeying ‘his commands : we wilf 
go up and fight according to all thatthe Lord: our 
God hath commanded us; which is more than they 
were bid to do; they were only ordered to’ goup 
and pofféfs the land, and it was promifed them the 
Lord would, fight for them : and when ye had girded 
on every man his weapon ; his {word upon his thigh ; 
alarge number of them, for all of them were not 
fo difpoled, though many were : Ye ‘were ready to 
go up unto the bill, though before backward 
enough, when they were bid todo it.’ De Diex 
from the ufe of the word ® in the Arabic language, 
renders it, ye reckoned it eafy to go up unto the bill 5 
before it was accounted very difficult, by reafon the 
paffes were kept and guarded by the Amorites; but 
now there was no difficulty, when they were bid to 


‘go another way, but were ready at once to go up, 


which comes to the fame fenfe ; he further oblerves, 
that the word in another conjugation in the fame 
language, fignifies to make light of, or defpife o, 
and fo may be rendered, and ye defpifed that i is, 
rejected and defpifed the order given them to go 
into the wildernefs by the way of the Red-/egin 
the preceding verfe, by their attempting £0 go up 
the hill ; though the word fo taken will bear ano- 
ther foaies agreeable to the firft, that they now — 
made a light matter of it, as if it was nothing, 
and there was no difficulty in it to go up the h i, 
which before was too hard and heavy for them. 

¥. 42. And» the Lord faid unto me, bec.) When 
the people had armed themfelves, and were in mo-— 
tion, or ready to fet forward to afcend the hill’: ’ 
Jay unto them, go not up, neither fight ; neither go 
up the hill, and if they did contrary to this © 
and fhould meet with enemies, not fight them, but 
retreat: for I am ‘not among you ; the pe 
covenant, the fymbol of his prefence, a 
among them, but itdid not go with spe 
tinued in the camp, Numb. xiv. 44. nor “a 
Lord exert his power, or. fhew himfelf prefent with — 
them, or to be on their fide, but. lefdhentl to. 
'elyes, and to their enemies: Je? ye be nae 
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DEUTERONOMY. Chita 34-—4ai* 


Ch.iv.49—46. DEUTE 
jour enemies ; God not being with them to fight 
for them, protect and defend them, and give them 
victory, , ial 
* y. 43. So I spake unto you, 8c.) The words, 
the orders he- had received from the Lord to de- 
liver to them : avd ye would not hear, fo as to 
obey them, .and act according to them : but rebelled 
againft the commandment of the Lord ; as before, by 
not going up when he would have had them 
gone, and now by attempting it when he forbid 
them : and went prefumptuoufly up into the bill , 
that is, of themfelves, in their own ftrength, dif- 
regarding the commandment of God, and what 
they were threatened with ; this they endeavoured 
todo, for they were not able to effect it; the Amo- 
rites perceiving them to make up the hill, came 
pouring down upon them in great numbers, and 
{topped them, and obliged them to retreat; fee 
Numb. xiv. 45. ‘ 

x. 44. And the Amorites which dwelt in the moun- 
tain, &c.] Elfewhere called Canaanites, being one, 
and aprincipal one of the feven nations of Canaan, 
and who were joined and affifted in the attack by 
the Amalekites, Numb. xiv. 45. came out againft you, 
and chafed you, as bees do; which being difturbed 
in their hives come out in great numbers, and with 
ereat fury and ardour, (for though a fmall creature 
it has a great deal of fpirit ;) and purfue the ag- 
greffor, and leavehim not till they have ftung him, 
though thereby they lofe their ftings, and quickly 
their lives, at leaft their ufefulnefs ; fo thefe Amo- 
rites, being irritated at the approach of the J/- 
raelites on their borders, came out in great num- 
bers and with great wrath, and fellupon them and 
fmote them, and purfued them a long way, as is 
after expieffed, though thefe in the iffue were de- 
ftroyed themfelves. The Syriac verfion renders it, 
as bees that are fmoked or. irritated by fmoke ; 
which is a method that has been ufed, and was an- 
tiently, to difpoffefs them of their hives, and get 
their honey, as Bochart ? from various writers has 
fhewn, as frorn Virgil? Ovid', and others; and 
when they are too much {moked become exceeding 
angry, as Ariftotle* and Pliny‘ obferve ; and which 
fame writers take notice of the ftrength and force 
of their ftings, as that they will kill with them the 
largeft animals, even horfes have been killed by 
them ; and though fuch fmall feeble creatures, are 
not afraid to attack men and beafts; yea, fome- 
times people have been obliged to quit their habita- 
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tions and have been driven out of their country by 
them, of which @/ienus * gives an inftance ; all 
which fhews the aptnefs and propriety of this fimile ; 
fee Pf! cxviil. 2. and deftroyed you in Seir, even un- 
to Hormab ; purfued them ‘as far as mount Seir, 
even to another place onthe borders of Edom, 
which was called Hormab, either ftom the deftruc- 
tion now or afterwards made here ; fee the note on 
Numb. xiv. 45. though fome take it not to be the 
proper name’ of a place, but an appellative, and 
render it, even unto deffruéfion ; fo the Ferufalem 
Targum , that is, deftroyed them with an utter de- 
{truction. 

WV. 45. And ye returned and wept before the Lord, 
&c.] Thofe that remained when the 4morites left 
purfuing them, teturned to the camp at Kadefh, 
where Mo/es and the Levites were, and the reft of 
the people ; and here they wept at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and hence faid to 
be before the Lord; they wept becaufe of the laugh- 
ter that had been made among them, and becaufe 
of their fin in going contrary to the will of God, 
and becaufe they were ordered into the wildernefs ; 
and very probably they cried and prayed unto the 
Lord, that they might not be turned back, but that 
he would go with them, and bring them now into 
the promifed land : dut the Lord would not hearken 
to your voice, nor give car unto you ; was inexora- 
ble, and would not repeal the order to gointo the 
wildernefs again, where he ‘had fworn in his wrath 
their carcafes fhould fall; the fentence was itrevo- 
cable. 

¥. 46. So ye abode in Kadefb many days, &c.] 
Yea, fome years as fome think : according to the 
days that ye abode there; that is, according ‘to 
Jarchi, as they did in the reft of the journeys or 
{tations ; fo that as they were 38 years in all at fe- 
veral places, they were 19 years in Kade; the 
fame is affirmed in the Fewi/b chronology “; Mai-= 
monides {ays * they were 18 years in one place, and 
it is very probable he means this ; but 4den Ezra 
interprets it otherwife, and takes the fenfe to be, 
that they abode as many days here after. their re- 
turn as they did whilft the land was fearching, 
which were 40 days, Numb. xiii. 25. but’ without 
fixing any determinate time, the meaning may only 
be, that as they: had been many days here before 
this difafter, fo they continued many days “after in 
the fame place, before they marched onward into 
the wildernefs again. 


II. 


he this chapter Mo/es goes on with his account of conkinnas ¥. 13—16. and now paffing along the 


the affairs of the people of J/rae/, and what be- 
fel them, how they turned into the wildernefs 
again; but pafles over in filence their travels 


borders of Moab, they were ordered not to meddle 
with nor diftrefs the children of Mnmon, of whofe 
land alfo, and the former inhabitants of it, an ac- 


there, till they came to mount Seir, where having}count is given, ¥. 17—23. then paffing over the 
been fome time they were bid ta depart, ¥. 1, 2, 3.|river Avmon, they are bid to fight with Sibon king 
and were directed not to’ meddle with the Edomites,\of the Amorites, and poffefs his land, y. 24, 25. 
or take any thing from them, but pay them forjto whom they fent meflengers, defiring leave to 

. what they fhould have of them, fince they lacked|pafs through his land, and to furnifh them with 
not, ¥. 4-8. nor to diftrefs the Moadites, of whofe] provifions for their money, as the Edomites and 
country as formerly inhabited, and alfo of Edom,|Moabites had done, ¥. 26—29. but he refufing, 
fome account is given, ¥. g—12. when they were|this gave them an opportunity to attack him, in 
bid to go over the brook Zered, to which from] which they fucceeded, flew him and his people, and 
their coming from Kade/b-barnea was the {pace of| took poffeffion of his country, ¥. 30—37. 
»g8 years, in which time the former generation was 
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y. 1. Then we turned, &c.] From Kadefh, 
‘where they had been many days, and fo alfo their 
backs on the land of Canaan, on the borders of 
which they had been : and took our journey into the 
wilderne/s, by the way of the Red-fea, as the Lord 
Jpake unto me; ch. i. 40. and we compaffed mount 
Seir many days; many think by mount Sei is 
meant the whole mountainous country of Edom, 
about which they travelled to and fro in the wilder- 
nefs that lay near it for the fpace of 38 years, 
which they fuppofe are meant by many days ; but 
Trather think they came to this mount towards the 
clofe of the 38 years, before they came to Kade/h, 
from whence they fent meffengers to Edom, which 
they went round about for feveral days. 

y¥. 2. And the Lord {pake unto me, &c.] Whilft 
about mount Seir: faying ; as follows. 

¥. 3. Ye have compaffed this mountain long enough, 
&c.] It was time to be gone from thence, as from 
Horeb, ch. i. 6. turn you northward, from the 
fouthern border of Edom towards the land of Ca- 
naan, which lay north. It was from “xzion-geber 
in the land of Edom, from whence the Jjraelites 
came to Kade/fb, where they fent meffengers to the 
king of Edom, to defire a paflage through his 
land; fee Numb. xxxiii. 36. and xx. 14. 

¥. 4. And command thou the people, &c.| Give 
them a ftrict charge: /aying, ye are to pa/s through 
the coaft of your brethren the children of Efau, not 
through the midift of their country, for that the 
king of Edom would not admit of, but by or on 
the border of it: and they fhall be afraid of you ; 
left fuch a numerous body of people as J/rae/ were 
fhould feize upon their country, and dilpoffefs them 
of it, they having been fo long wanderers in a wil- 
dernefs near them : take ye good heed unto yourfelves 
therefore ; that they did not take any advantage of 
their fears, and fall upon them, and do them mif- 
chief, or that they did not provoke them to battle 
and overcome them. 

¥. 5. Meddle not with them, &c.] Contend not 
with them in battle, nor provoke them to it: for J 
will not give you of their land, no not fo much asa 
foot-breadth, or as the fole of a man’s foot can 
tread on, fignifying that they fhould not have the 
leaft part of it, not-any at all. ‘farchi makes 
mention of an expofition of theirs, that he would 
give them nothing of it until fhould come the 
day of the treading of the fole of the foot in the 
mount of olives, Zech. xiv. 4. meaning not till 
the days of the Mefiah, when Edom fhould be a 
poftefiion of T/rael, fee Numb. xxiv. 18. Obad. 
ver. 19. decaufe 1 have given mount Seir unto Efau 
for a poffefion , and therefore not to be taken away 
from them ; they have a right of inheritance of it; 
fee Gen. xxxvi. 8. Fofh. xxiv. 4. 

¥. 6. Ye foall buy meat of them for money that ye 
may eat, &c.] That is, if they would, as ben 
Ezra obferves'; for though they had manna daily, 
yet if they would they might buy other food-when 
they had an opportunity, as they would how have 
of Edom, but then they were not to take it by 
force or ftealth, but pay for it, which they were 
able to do. ‘The fame writer obferves, that fome 
read the words with an interrogation, hall ye buy 
meat ? no, there is no need of it; for the Lord 
had bleffed them with a fufficiency of it: and ye 
foall alfo buy water of them for money, that ye may 
drink ; which was ufual in thofe hot countries ; fee 
the note on Numb. xx. 19. or dig water’; that is, 
pay for digging of wells for water, or buy water 


¥ DN fodietis, Montanus; 
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out of wells dug in the land of Edim. fare 
in maritime places they exprefs buying by - 
word, and fo itis ufed in theAradic language ; fee 
the note on Ho/. iii. 2. ) = ‘eh 

y. 7. For the Lord thy God hath bleffed thee in all 
the works of thine bands, &c.| Had inecreafed their 
cattle and fubftance, even though in a wildernefs : 
be knoweth thy walking through this great wilderne/s s 
every ftep they took, and he owned them and pro-, 
fpered them in all things in which they were con- 
cerned: s¢hefe forty years the Lord thy God bath been. 
with thee, not only to protect and defend them,, 
but to provide all things neceffary for them, This. 
number of years was not fully completed, but the: 
round number is given inftead of the broken one <, 
thou haft lacked nething ; and fince they had where- 
with to pay for their food and drink, they are di- 
rected to do it, and not take any thing from the 
Edomites in an unjuft way ; nor make themfelves, 
look poor when they were rich, as archi fays. 

¥. 8. And when we paffed by from our brethren thé, 
children of Efau, which dwelt in Seir, &c,) Along. 
their coafts, by the borders of their country : 
through the way of the plain, the wildernefs of Zim, 
where Kade/h was: from Eleth and Ezion-geber ; 
two ports on the fhore of the Xed-fea in the land of- 
Edom, it was from the latter they cameto Kadeb, 
fee Numb. xxxiii. 25, 36. L£/ath was ten miles 
from Petra, the metropolis of dom, to the eaft 
of it, as Yerem fays«; it is by Fofephus* called 
“lana, and by the Septuagint here dilon; from 
whence the L/anitic bay has its name; he {peaks 
of it as not far from Ezion-geber, which he fays 
was then called Berenice : we turned and paffed by 
the way of the wilderne/s of Moab; the wildernets 
which is before Moab, towards the’ fun-rifing or 
the eaft,: Numb. xxi. 11. 

y¥.9. And the Lord faid unto me, &c.| When up-. 
on the borders of Moab: difive/s not the Moabites,. 
neither contend with them in battle; befiege not, 
any of their cities, nor draw them into a battle, or 
provoke them to fight : forT will not give thee of 
their land for a pofeffion ; at leaft not as yet, the 
meafure of their fins not being fully up, and the 
time of their punifhment not come ; otherwiie in Da- 
vid’s time they were fubdued, and became tribu- 
taries to him, and the Edomites alfo, 2 Sam. viii. 
2,14. becaufe I have given Ar unto the children of 
Lot for a poffeffion , 10 the Moabites were, they 
{prung from Moab, a fon of Lot by his firft-born 
daughter, Ge. xix. 37. Ar was the metropolis of 
Moab, called Ar ot Mead, If. xv. 1. and is here ' 
put for the whole country of Moab ; fo Aben Ezra 
interprets it of Moab. ‘archi {ays it is the name 
of the province ; in the /eptuagint verfion itis called 
Aroer. 2 tia 
¥.10. The Emim dwelt there in time paft, &cc.} 
We read of them as early as the times of Chedor- 
laomer, Gen. xiv. 5. when their dwelling was in Kir- 
jathaim, a city which Sthon king of the dmerites 
took from the Moadites, and which being taken 
from him was with others given to the tribe of 
Reuben, Numb, xxxii. 37. Thefe are by fome 
thought to be the fame with the 2’¢mim which anab 
found and met with in the wildernets, and defeared, 
which we render. mules, Gen. XXxXvVi. 24. 
had their name from the fear and terror they 
men into becaufe of their gigantic ftature. Po a 
{trength, as follows; it is probable they were the 
defcendants of Ham; a people great and inany,»« 
tall as the Anakim, who were very numerous, of a - 
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very bulky fize of body, andof high ftature, like|land, and brought a report of it; for they were 
the giants the fpies had feen at Hebron, the fons of |{ent from Kade/h-barnea, Numb. xxxii. 8, unto the 
Anak, a noted giant there, Numb. xiii. 22, 33. paflage of the J/raelites over Zered were 38 years ; 
¥. 11. Which all were accounted giants as the Ana-|{o long they had been travelling in the wildernefs, 
kim, 8&c.] Becaufe of their bulky fize and tail {ta-|after they were come to the borders of the land : 
ture; or, * the Rephaim were they accounted, |watil all the generation of themen of war. were wafted 
“* even they as the Anakim ;” they were reckoned|owt from among the bof ; all that were twenty years 
Rephaim, a name for giants in.early times, even as old and upwards, and fit to go out to war upon 
the Anakim were ; fee Gen. xiv. 5. but the Moadites\occafion, when the people were firft numbered af- 
called them Emim ; to diftinguifh them from the|ter they came out of Egypé ; all that generation was 
Rephaim ; fo that it feems this name of .Emim was|now confumed within the above {pace of time, ex- 
not originally their name, but they are called fo by|cepting two, Caleb and Fofbua : as the Lord fware 
a prolepfis, or anticipation, in Gez. xiv. 5. fince|unto them, Numbd, xiv. 21, 23, 30. 
they had it from the Moadites, a people of alater| y.15. For indeed the hand of the Lord was 
date: _ | againft them, &c.| His power was exerted in a way 
y. 12. The Horim alfo dwelt in Seir before time,\of wrath and vengeance on them, for their mur- 
&c.] Which is the name of a mount, and fo of the] murings at the report of the {pies ; and therefore it 
country from it; fo called from Ser the Hortte,jis no wonder they were confumed, for ftrong is his 
who dwelt in it before it was poflefled by E/au and|hand, and high is his right hand; and when lifted 
his fons; but who the Horim or Horites were,|up it falls heavy, and there is no ftanding up un- 
from whence they had their name, is difficult to}der it, or againftit; it fmotethem with one difeafe 
fay ; they wereas earlyas the times of Chedorlaomer,|or another, or brought one judgment or another 
Gen. xiv. 6. They feem to be fo called from their}upon them; as the fword of Amalek, by which 
dwelling in holes and caves in rocks, which the|many were cut off, and the plague at Shittim in 
fouthern part of Edom or Idumea was full of, and|the plains of Moab, in which died 24000°3 befides 
to be the fame the Greeks call Troglodyte : but the|\the deftruction of Kerah and his company, which 
children of Efau fucceeded them, Efau and his fons|was quickly after the affair of the fpies, and the 
marrying among them, made way for. getting the|plague at that time, of which died 14700; and 
country into their poffeffion, as appears from Géw./thus by one ftroke after another, he went on to 
XXXVi. 2, 8. 12. 20, 25. and in which they after-| deftroy them from among the hoft until they were con- - 
wards fettled themfelves by the dint of fword,}/umed, even all of them but two, as follows. 
fince it follows: when they had deftroyed them from| y.16. So it came to pafs when all the men of war 
before them, and dwelt in their ead; even in Seir| were confumed, &c.] By wafting difeafes and judg- 
where they had dwelt, afterwards called Edom,| ments of one kind or another: and dead from among 
from one ofthe names of E/au, Gen. xxxvi. 8,| the people; the rifing and furviving generation. 
9, 20. as Ifrael did in the. land of bis poffeffion,, Y.17. That the Lord /pake unto me, &c.] At 
which the Lord gave unto them; becaufe this is faid|the brook Zered, having pafled that, or at Dibou 
before the Canaanites were drove out of their land,|Ged, which was their next ftation: /aying ; as fol- 
and it was poffeffed by the J/raelites, fome think|lows. 
this was written by Ezra, or fome other hand;| ¥. 18. Thou art to pafsover through Ar, &c.} 
but there is no need to fuppofe that ; Mo/es, by a| That is, over the river drwon, by the city Ar of 
fpirit of prophecy, and in faith of the promifes| oad, which was fituated by it; feey.g. andfo 
and prophecies of God relating to this affair, which| Me/es and the people of J/ael were to pals along by 
were juft now about to be fulfilled, might write|that, and by the coa/t of Moab; for they were not 
this ; befides, it may referto what was already done|admitted to enter the Jand and pafs through it ; 
to the kingdoms of Sihox and Og, kings of the}only to travel on the borders of it, and that they 
Amorites ; which had been taken from them, and|were to begin to do ¢his day; the day the Lord 
given to the tribes of Reuden and Gad, and the|{pake to Mo/es. 
half tribe of Manajfeh ; and the above inftances as} ¥. 19. dnd when thou comeft nigh over-againft the 
well as this may be obferved, to encourage the | children of Ammon, &c.] Who dwelt near the Moad- 
people of J/rae/ that they fhould fucceed in difpof- |#/es, and were brethren, both defcending from 
feffing the Canaanites, and fettling in their land, | Lot, Gen. xix. 37, 38. diftrefs thou not, nor meddle 
in like manner as difpoffeflions of this kind had al-| with them 5 lay no fiege to any of their cities, nor 
ready been made. , provoke them to war, nor engage in battle with 
y¥. 13. Now rife up, faid 1, and get you over the|\them: for I will not give thee of the land of the chil- 
brook Zered, 8c.] It is called the valley of Zered, | dren of Ammon any poffefion , that is, any part of it 
Numb, xxi. 12. the word ufed fignifying both aj|which was now in their hands ; otherwife half their 
valley anda brook; and it is very probable there|land was given to the tribe of Gad , but then that 
were both a valley and a brook of the fame name ;|was what Sibon king of the Amorites had taken 
it muft be near Dibon Gad, fince in one place it is|from them, and which J/rae/ retook from him, and 
faid the I/raelites came from Jjim and pitched in Ze-|fo pofleffed it not as the land of the Ammonites, but 
ved; and in another piace that they came from |of the Amorites, one of the feven nations, whole 
thence, and pitched in Dibon Gad, Numb. xxi. 11, |land they were to inherit ; fee Fo/b. xiii. 25. Fudg. 
12. and xxxili. 45. and we went over the brook Ze-|\Xi.13—23. decaufe I have given it unto the children 
ved ; which was fordable, or perhaps at this time of Lot for a pofjefion ; the Ammonites were the chil- 
‘dried up. dren of Lot by his fecond daughter, Gen, xix. 38. 
‘ y.14. And the fpace in which we came from Ka-\  y.20. That alfo was accounted a land of giants, 
‘defo-barnea, &c.| The fpace of time; or, be days; \&c.] Ammon was fo reckoned as well as Moab, ¥. 
the number of them : until we were come over the\10, 11. giants dwelt therein in old time, the Re- 
brook Zered was thirty and eight years, thatis, from||pbaim dwelt there, as they did alfo in A/fbteroth Kar- 
the time that the {pies were fent and fearched the |naim, Gen. xiv. 5. and the Ammonites call them 
Zamzummin ; 
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Zamziummim ; they ate thought to be the fame with| upon the poffeffion of it, hereby affuring of aes 
the Zuzim, in Gen. xiv. 5. who had their name, | tory. em adh, 
as Hillerus¢ thinks, from Mezuzah, a door-polt,| ¥.25. This day will I begin to put the dread of. 
from their tall ftature, ‘being’as high as one; and, 
for a like reafon Sapb the giant might have his 
name, 2 Sam. xxii 18. The word Zainzummim, 
according to him‘, fignifies contrivers of evil 
and terrible things; they were inventors of wicked- 
riefs, crafty and fubtle in forming wicked and mif- 
chievous.defigns, which ftruck terror into people, 


by Mofes in Exod. xv. 14, 15, 16. and the fear of 
thee upon the nations that are under the whole bea-: 
ve; not only the neighbouring nations, the’ 
Edomites, Moabites, Ammonites, Philiftines, and Ca-. 
naanites, but nations more remote even through-: 
out the whole world : who hall report of thee s, 
and made them formidable to them, of what was done for J/rac/ in Egypt, and at the 

f.21. A people great and many, and tall as the\ Red-fea, and in the wildernefs ; and particularly: 
Anakim, &c.| As the Emim were, ¥. 10. but the\of the delivery of Sibon and Og, kings of the Amo-. 
Lord deftroyed them before them, deftroyed the|7ites, and of their kingdoms into their hands: and: 
Zamzummim before the children of Ammon; or |/oall tremble, and be in anguifh becaufe of thee; lett. 
otherwife they would have been an overmatch for|they fhould proceed on, and make conquefts of 
them, being fo numerous, and of fuch a gigantic | their lands alfo, fee Jo/d. ii. 9, 10, 11. CRS 
ftature : and they fucceeded them, and dwelt in their| wW.260. And I fent meffengers out of the wildernefs 
fread ; and inthis way, and by thefe means, he |2f Kedemoth, &c.] A eity in the tribe of Reuben, 
gave them their land for a poffeffion, ¥. 19. 


and given by, theny_to the Levifes in after times,. 
y¥.22. As be did to the children of Efau which \|having been taken from the Amorites with others 3 
dwelt in Seir, &c.| He did the like things for them 


near this lay a wildernefs, which took its name 
as he did for the Ammonites: when he deftroyed 


from ‘it, and feems to be the fame with Febimon, 
the Horim from before them ; which is repeated from | Numb. xxi. 20, 21. fee Fob. xiii. 18. and xxi. 37. 
y. 12. other inftances of the like kind being here 


Aben Ezra takes it to be the wildernefs of Adattha- 
recited : and they fucceeded them, and dwelt in their \nab, which according to Ferom ® was fituated on Ar- 
Stead even unto this day ; fee the note on y¥. 12. non, 12 miles to the eaft of Medaba ; fee Numb.- 

y. 23. And the Avim which dwelt in Hazerim,|xxi. 18, 30. from hence meflengers were fent by, 
even unto Azzab, &c.| The fame with the Avites,|Mofes, unto Sihon king of Hefbbon, with words of. 
who appear to have inhabited fome part of the land |peace; in a peaceable and refpectful manner, de- 
of the Philiftines, in which dzzab or Gaza was, |firing to be at peace and in friendfhip. with him, 
which was one of the five lordthips of the Pdili- 


and a continuance of it, which was done to leave 
fines, Fo. xiii. 3. The word Hazerim fignifies|him inexcufable ; as afterwards a like method was 
courts, and a learned man ° interprets it of tents or}ordered to be taken, when they came to any city 
huts placed in a fquare or circular form, fo as to 


to proclaim peace, and if an anfwer of peace was. 
have an area in the middle; and in fuch the Avim 


given, no hoftilities were to be committed, ch. xx. 
may be fuppofed to dwell, while in Paleftine as far}10. faying ; as follows. 2 
as Gaza: the Caphtorim which came. forth out of| S.27. Let me pafs through thy land, 8cc.| See 
Caphtor deftroyed them , according to the Targums 


the note on Numb. xxi. 22. I will go along by the 
of Onkelos and Jonathan, and the Septuagint and Vul-| highway ; the king’s highway, as in the place re- 
gate Latin verfions, thefe were Cappadocians that|ferred to, the public road: J will neither turnto the 
came out of Cappadocia; but it feems manifeft|right hand, nor to the left , to go into his fields and 
thatthey were originally of Egypt, fee Gen. x. 14,| Vineyards, and gather the fruit, or tread down the 
and Bochart ‘ thinks they went from thence into that]corn and vines, or do any manner of mifchief to 
part of Cappadocia that was near Colchis'; but i 6 ; 


them ; fee the above place. r ds HAs 
things not anfwering their expectations, they re-]|  ¥. 28. Thou fhalt fell me meat for money that 1 
turned, and drove out the Avim from their coun- 


may eat, &c.]| If they thought fit to have provi- 
try : and dwelt in their fiead ; fee the notes on Fer, |fion of them, they defired no other but to pay for 
xlvii. 4. and on Amos ix.7. Though it feems as 


it : and give me water for money, that I may drinks 
if they were not utterly deftroyed, but fome efcaped| fee ¥. 6. only I will pafs thorow on my feet ; for - 
into Afyria, and fettled there, where was a place|they were all footmen, Numb. xi, 21. of the 
called 4va from them ; andfrom whence they were| phrafe, fee the note on Numb, xx. 19. 
fent by theking of Afyria to repeople the cities of |  y¥. 29. 4s the children of Efau which dwell in 
Samaria, after the captivity of the ten tribes; fee|Seir, and the Moabites which dwell in Ar did unto 
2 Kings xvii. 24. Now thefe feveral inftances are|me, &c.] Which refpects, as archi obferves, not 
obferved to encourage the children of J/rae/ to hope |the affair of paffing through their land requefted, 
and believethat they fhould be able to difpoffefs the |for neither of them granted that, but buying food 
Canaanites, and inherit their land; fuch difpoffef-|and drink; for though the Edomites at firlt feems 
fions having been very frequent, when it was the|not to have granted that, yet afterwards they did. 
will of God they fhould take place. 


The mountain of Seir, and the city 4r, are put 
y. 24. Rife ye up, take your journey, and pafs 

over the river Arnon, &c.| Which was on the bor- 
der of Moab, and divided between Moab and the 
Amorites, Numb. xxi. 13. bebold, I have given into 
thy band Sibon the Amorite, king of Hefobon, and bis 
land; that is, he had determined to give it to the 
Tfraelites, for as yet it was not actually given; of 
this king, and the place he was king of, fee the 
notes on Numb. xxi, 21, 26. begin to poffe/s it, and 
contend with bim in battle; provoke him to. war, 
fight withhim, take his land.from him, and. enter 


I fhall pafs over Fordan, into the land which the 
Lord our God giveth us; this is obferved to remove 
any fufpicion or jealoufy of their feizing his = 
try, and taking poffeflion of it, and dwelling in 
it; fince they only propofed to pafs through it on 
their journey to the land of Canaan, which lay on 
order to poffefs it, which they had a right unto by 
the giftof God. _ w bem feellish 
¥. 30. But Sihon king of Hefobon would 
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thee, &c.] And fo fulfil the prophecies delivered 


for the whole countries of Edom and Moab: until . 
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the other fide Yordan, over which they muft pafsin 
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us pafs. by him, &c.] Or through his country, as 
was defired : for the Lord God hardened bis fpirit, 
and made bis heart. obftinate ; as he did Pharaoh's, 
for whom he will he hardens ; fo that he would 
not liften to the propofals made to him, nor grant 
the requelts afked of him, but with pride and 
haughtinefs of {pirit defpifed and difdained I/rael : 
that be might deliver bim into thine band; that fo 
an opportunity might offer of fighting with him, 
and taking his country from him ; whereas had he 
been peaceable and flexible, he had continued in 
the enjoyment of his land, and J/rae/ would not 
have had that advantage againft him; but God, 
who has the hearts of kings, and of all men in his 
hands, fo wrought upon him that he fhould take 


It 
30, 32. and in xxxii. 3, 34—38. aud utterly de- 


of every city, we left none to remain, for the Amo- 
rites were one of the feven nations who were de- 
voted to deftruction, the meafure of whofe iniquity 
was now full, and therefore vengeance was taken. 

¥. 35. Only the cattle we took for.a prey unto 
ourfelves, &c.]  Thefe they did not deftroy, but 
preferved alive for their own ufe and profit, and 
took them as their own property: and the fpoil of 
the cities which we took; as houfhold-goods, gold, 
filver, and whatever valuable was found by them; 
this they took as plunder and fhared it among 
themfelves. 

¥. 36. From Aroer, which is by the brink of the 


the fteps he did, which made way for the delivery of|river Arnon, &c.] Upon the border of Moad, 


him and his country into the hands of the J/rae- 
lites: as appeareth shis day: for when Mofes made 
this fpeech, the kingdom of  Sihow was pofleffed by 
the J/raelites, Numb. xxi. 24, 25. 

¥. 31. And the Lord faid unto me, &c.] After 
or about the time when the mefiengers were fent to 
Sibon, perhaps when they had returned and had 
brought his anfwer: debold I have begun to give 
Sihon and his land before thee; by hardening his 
heart, which was a fure token of his ruin, and a 
leading ftep to the delivery of him into the hands 
of Ifrael: begin to poffe/s, that thou mayeft inherit 
bis land; moye towards it and enter into, it, not 
fearing any oppofition made by him. 

¥. 32. Then Sibon came out againft us, &c.] Per- 
ceiving they were upon their march towards his 
land or into it, he gathered all his people and went 
out of He/bbon their capital city, where he refided: 
be and all his people, to fight at Fahaz; a city which 
he had taken from the king of Moad, and which 
in after times, after the captivity, of the ten tribes, 
came into their hands again, Jf xv. 4. Fer. xlviii. 
21. See the note on Numb, xxi. 23. 

¥. 33. And the Lord our God delivered him before 
us, &c.] With their lands: and we fmote bim, and 
bis fons, and all his people, with the edge of the 
{word ; flew them all: the Ce#id or textual read- 
ing is bis fon, though the Keri or margin is bis 
fons, which we follow. So Farchi obferves it is 
written bis fon, becaufe he had a fon mighty as 
himfelf, he fays. . 

¥. 34. And we took all bis cities at that time, &c.) 
As Hefboon, and others mentioned in Num), xxi. 25, 


CHA 


N this chapter the account is carried on ‘of the 
conqueit of the 4morites by I/rael, of Og king 


and the principal city of it; fee Fer. xlviii. 19: and 
from the city that is by the river; or even the city 
that is in the miidft of the river, the city Aroer 
which feems to be meant; fee Fo/b. xii. 2. and xiii. 
g. This river is afterwards called the river of Gad, 
2 Sam. xxiv. 5. in the midft of it droer-was, per- 
haps becaufe it was poffefied by the Tribe of Gad: 
even unto Gilead; mount Gilead and the country ad- 
jacent to it, which belonged to Og king of Bajban: 
there was not one city too firong for us; that could 
hold out againft them, when attacked and_be- 
fieged by them, but prefently furrendered : he Lord 
our God delivered all unto us; Mofes afcribes all 
the victories and fuccefs they had unto the Lord, 
not to their own might and power, but to the 
power of God with them, and. his bleffing on 
them. 


firoyed the men, and the women, and the little ones 


ar 


¥. 37. Only unto the land of the children of Am- 
mon thou cameft not, &c.| Which was then in their 
pofieffion ; otherwife what Siben had took away from 
them, that the children of J/rae/ came into and en= 
joyed, as before obferved, ¥. 1 Q. nor unto any place 
of the river Fabbok; any town or city fituated on 
this river, which was the border of the children of 
Ammon, chap. iii. 16. fee the note on Gen. xxxii. 
22. nor unto the cities in the mountains; much lefs 
did they penetrate into the innermoft parts of their 
country, ‘the mountainous part thereof, and the 
cities there: nor unto whatfoever the Lord our God 
|forbad us, whether in Edom, Moab or Ammon, par- 
ticularly the latter, of which he is more efpecially 
and peculiarly {peaking. 


Ps AH, 


y. 1. Then we turned and went up the way to 
| Bafhan, ®&c.] Which feems to have been higher 


of Bafban and his kingdom, ¥. 1—11. and of the|than the kingdom of Sibon: this was a fine coun- 
diftribution of their country to the tribes of Reu-|try for pafturage, for the breeding of cattle larger 
ben and Gad and the half tribe of Manaffeh, y.12—|and lefler, and was famous for its oaks : it is the 
417. and then the command to the faid tribes is| fame country which in Fo/epbus and others goes by 
obferved, to go out armed before their brethren, and) the name of Batanea: and Og the king of Bafban 
affift them in the conqueft of the land of Canaan,| came out againft us; got his forces together, and 
and then return to their poffeffions, ¥. 18, 19, 20.}came out from “/hteroth, the royal city where he 
and alfo that to Fo/bua not to fear, but todotothe dwelt: be and all his people, to battle ct Edrei , 
Canaanitife kings and kingdoms what he had feen} another city in his kingdom, about fix miles from 
done to the two kings of the “morites, ¥. 21, 22. the former ; fee chap. i. 4. and Numd. xxi. 33. 
After which Mo/es relates the requeft he made, to) y.2. And the Lord faid unto me, &c.| When 
go over Fordan and fee the good land, which was Og was marching with all his forces againft [/rael : 
denied him, only he is bidden to look from the top of ' fear him not &c ; fee the Note on Numd. xxi. 34. 
an hill to feeit,¥.23—-27. And the chapter is clofed|  ¥. 3. So the Lord our God delivered into our bands 
“with the charge he was to give Fo/bua, y. 28.|Og alfo the king of Bajfban,. and all his people, &c.] 
in the valley where they abode, ! As well as Sihon king of He/bbon: and we fmote him, 
2 . till none was left ta bim remaining ; or left alive, 


all 


¥29 ey 


* 


ra 


xxi. 35. 

Ft And we took all his cities at that time, &c.] 
Not only Edret where the battle was fought, and 
Afpteroth his capital city, but all the refit in his 
kingdom: there was not a city which we took not 
from them; not one ftood out, but all furrendered 
on fummons ; the number of which follows: three- 
feore cities; which was a large number for fo {mall 
_a country, and fhews it to be well inhahited: a// 
the region of Argob; which was a {mall province 
of the kingdom of Og in Bafoan: Aben Ezra and 
archi obferve, that it was called after a man, i.e, 
whofe name was Argob; the Targum of Onkelos 
names it Zracona, and the Targum of Fonathan 
Targona, the fame with Trachonitis in Fofepbus and 
other authors; fee Luke ili. 1. Ferom relates » that 
in his time, about Gera/a, acity of Arabia, 15 
miles from it to the weft, there was a village which 
was called Arga, which feems to carry in it fome 
remains of the antient name of this country ; and 
the Samaritan verfion, .in all places where Argod is, 
calls it Rigebaah; and in the Mi/nah* mention is 
made of a place called Ragab, beyond Jordan, fa- 
mous for its being the fecond place for the beft 
oil. 

¥. 5. All thefe cities were fenced with high walls, 
gates, and bars, &c.|-That is, all the cities in the 
kingdom of Bafban, and though they were, it 
hindered not their falling into the hands of the J/- 
raelites; and this might ferve to encourage them 
againft thofe fears they were poffefled of by the 
fpies, with refpeét to the cities in the land of Ca- 
naan; fee Numb. xiii. 28. Deut.i. 28. befides un- 
walled towns a great many, {mall towns and vil- 
lages adjacent to the feveral cities, as is common. 

y.6. And we utterly deftroyed them, &c.] Not 
the cities, but the inhabitants of them : as we did 
to Sihon king of Hefhbon ; they did not deftroy his 
cities, for they took them and dwelt inthem ; but 
the people that lived there, as follows here : wf- 
terly deftroying the men, women, and children of every 
city ; fee ch. li. 34. 

y. 7. But all the cattle, and the {poil of the cities, 
&c.] The oxen and fheep, camels and affes ; their 
gold and filver, and the furniture of their houfes ; 
their ftores of corn, and of other fruits of the 
earth, even all their fubftance of whatfoever kind : 
we took for a prey to ourfelves; made them their 
own property, and ufed them for their own profit 
and fervice, whereby they became greatly‘ en- 
riched. 

x. 8. And we took at that time out of the hands of 
the two kings of the Amorites, &c.] Sihon king of 
Hefobon, and Og king of Bajhan: the land that 
was on this fide Fordan, where Mo/es then was, be- 
ing in the plains of Moad, and was the country be- 
yond Fordan, with refpect to the land of Canaan, 
and when in that: from the river of Arnon unto 
mount Hermon , Arnon was a river which divided 
Moab and the Amorites, Numb, xxii. 13. and Her- 
mon was a mountain of Gilead, which ended where 
Lebanon began, and was the northerly border of 
this country. It was remarkable for the dew that 
fell on it; fee Pf cxxxiii. 3. and the note there. 

y. 9. Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion, 
&c,.] Which name it has in P/ xxix. 6. a name 
the inhabitants of Sidon gave it, but for what rea- 
fon it is not eafy tofay; however, that it was well 


» De loc. Heb. fol. 87. M. 
col. 865, ! De loc. Heb. fol. 88. B, C. 
ut fupra. 
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mir; in whofe poffeffion it was laft. Bochart * 
thinks it had its name from the multitude of wild 
cats init, Shunar in the Chaldee tongue being the 
name of that creature; but Yarchi fays Shenir in 
the Canaanitifo language fignifies fnow ; fo in the 
Targums of Onkelos and Fonathan, it is called the 
mountain of fnow ; and the Hebrew who read to 
Ferom, ardtaught him, affirmed to him that this 
mountain hung over Paneas, from whence fnow in 
fummer-time was brought to 7yre for pleafure!, and 
the fame is confirmed by Abulfeda™. There is 
faid to be upon the top of it a famous temple, 
which is ufed for worfhip by the heathens, over 
againft Paneas and Lebanon", and it is highly pro- 
bable, there was one even at this time, when it was 
pofiefied by the Amorites, fince it is called mount 
Baal Hermon, Judg. iii. 3. from the worfhip of 
Baal, or {ome other idol upon it, as it fhould feem. 
Befides thefe it had another name, mount Sioa, 
Deut, iv. 48. but to be diftinguifhed from mount 
Zion near Ferufalem. The names of it in this 
place are very differently interpreted by Hi/erus es 


‘though he thinks it had them all on account of the 


fnow on it, which was as a net all over it; for Her- 
mon he obferves fignifies a net, a drag-net, and 


Shenir an apron, and Sirion a coat of mail, all} 


from the covering of this mount with fnow. — 

y. 10. All the cities of the plain, &c.) There 
was a plain by Medaba, and Hefbbon and her cities 
were in a plain, with fome others given to the 
tribe of Reuben, Fob. xiii. 16, 17. and all Gilead ; 
mount Gilead, and the cities belonging to it, a very 


fruitful country, half of which fell to the fhare of - 
the Reubenites, and the reft to the half tribe of Ma- — 


naffeh : and all Bafban; of which Og was king, 
called Batanea, a very fertile country, as before 
obferved : anto Salcah and Edrei, cities of the-king- 
dom of Og in Baj/han ; which feem to be frontier 
cities of the latter; fee ch. i. 4. and iti. r. The 
former Adrichomius » fays was fituated by the city 
Gefbur and mount Hermon, and was the boundar 
of the country of Bajban to the north; and aes 
cording to Benjamin of Tudela*, it was: half 4 
day’s journey from Gilead; as Edrei feems to be 
its boundary to the fouth. ; 
¥. 11. or only Og king of Balan remained of the 
remnant of giants, &c.] The meaning feems to be, 
either that he was the only one that was left of the 
race of the giants the Ammonites found when they 
took pofleffion of this country, ch. ii. 20. or that 
was left when the Amorites took it from the 4m- 
monites ; and who having by fome means or other 
ingratiated himfelf into their affeCtions, becaufe of 
his ftature, ftrength, and courage, and other qua- 


ua- 
lifications they might difcern in him, mass flee 


their king: Lebold, bis bedfead was @ bedftead 


iron ; his body being fo large and bulky, he might — 
think it moft proper and fafeft for him to haye a — 
bedftead made of iron to lie upon, or to prevent — 
noxious infects harbouring in it; nor was it unufual — 
to have bedfteads made of other materials than ~- 
wood, as of gold, filver, and ivory; fee the note . 
on Amos vi. 4. Some learned men‘ have been of — 
opinion, that the beds of Typho in Syria, made men- _ 


tion of by Homer* , refer to this bedftead of 
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all were flain with the fword; fee the noteon Numb.| known to Tyre and Sidon, appears from {now itt 
fummer time being brought to the former, as will — 
be hereafter obferved: aud the Amorites call it She- ~ 


is it not in Rabbak of the children of Amnon? which — oes 
2 ae 


) ae 


! Mifn, Menachot, c. 8. §. 3. _ * Hierozoic. par. 1. Le 3. t= 
4 m Apud Reland, Paleftin. Tlaftrat. par. 2. p.g20. n va 
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was the royal city of the Ammonités, in the times of from Gilead even unio the river Arnon s {ee } i2: 
David, 2 Sam, xii. 26. now called Philadelphia, as \balf the valley and the border or rather, half the 


‘Yerom fays*. This bedftead might be either fent 
thither by Og before the battle at, Zdrei for fafety, 
or rather might be fold-by the J/raelites to the inha- 


river, the river 4raon ; and fo it is rendered rhe mid- 
dle of the river, in Fofb. xii. 2. arid fo here the mid- 
dle of the torrent by the Vulgate Latin and Sepiua- 


bitants of Rabbab, who kept it as a great curiofity :|g7w¢ verfions, and by Onkelos: even tinto the river 


nine cubits was the length thereof, and four cubits the 
breadth of it, after the cubit of aman; a common 
cubit, fo that it was four yards and a half long, 
and two yards broad. Ovkelos renders it, after the 
king’s cubit; and the king’s cubit at Babylon, ac- 
cording to Heredotus* , was larger by three fingers 
than the common one ; fuch as the cubit in £2e- 
kiel’ xl. 5. which was a cubit. and an hand’s 
breadth ; and this makes the dimenfions of the bed- 
ftead yet larger. .-And by this judgment may be 
made of the talnefs of Og’s ftature, though this is 
not always a {ure ruleto go by.; for Alexander, 


Jabbok which is the border of ihe children of Ammon ; 
beyond which the land given to the tribes of Reu- 
ben and Gad reached not; fee ch. ii. 37. 

¥.17. The plain alfo and Jordan, &c.}] The 
plain by Yordan, the plains of Moab on the fide of 
it, together. with the river: and the coaft thereof 3 
the country adjoining to it : from Chinnereth even 
unto the fea of the plain, even the falt-fea , that is; 
from Genéfaret, as the Targums of Onkelos and Fo- 
nathan; called the land of Gennefaret, Matt. xiv. 
34. from thence to the fea of Sodom, the fea of the 
plain, where the cities of the plain ftood, Scdom, 


when in India, ordered his foldiers to make beds of |Gomorrab, &c. and the falt-fea, fo called from the 


five cubits long, to be left behind them, that they 
might be thought to be larger men than they were, 
as Diodorus Siculus” and Curtius* relate; but 
there is little reafon to believe that Og’s beditead 
was made with fuch a view. Maimonides ob- 
ferves’, that a bed in common is a. third part 
larger than a, man 5 fo that Og, according to this 
way of reckoning, was fix cubits high, and his 
ftature doubly larger thana common man’s ; but 
lefsthan a third part may well be allowed to a bed, 


falt and nitrous waters of it, the lake A/phaltites : 
under Afedoth-Pifgah eafiward ; mentioned among 
the cities given to the tribe.of Reuben, Fo/d. xiii. 
20, rendered the Jprings of Pifgab, ch. iv. 49. the 
word having the. fignification of effufions, pour- 
ings out ; fo the Zargums. | 

¥: 18. And I. commanded you at that time, &c.] 
Not all Jrael, but the tribes of Reuben and Gad 
and the half tribe of Manafeh ; for what follows 
only concerns them : faying, the Lord your God hath 


which: will make him taller ftill; the height of Og|g7ven you this laud to poffe/sit ; the land before de= 


is reckoned by Wolfius * to be 137442 feet of Pa- 
ris meafure. 

v.12. And this land which we poffeffed at that 
time, &c.| Or took poffeffion of, having conquer- 
edit; for it ftill remained in their poffeflion : from 
Aroer which is by the river Arnon, on the borders of 
Moab, from thence as far as Gilead was the land 
which was taken from Sibon king of He/bbon, ch. 
ii. 36. and half mount.Gilead, and the cities thereof ; 
which were taken from Og king of Bajhan, y. 10. 
gave I unto the Reubenites, and to the Gadites 5 at 
their requeft, on certain conditions to be performed 
by them, afterwards repeated. 

y. 13: And the reft of Gilead, &c.\ The other 
half of the mount, with the cities belonging to it ; 
and all Bafhan, being the kingdom of Og, gave I un- 
to the half tribe of Manaffeh; {ee Numb. xxxii. 
33. all the region of Argob, with all Bafhan , the 
region of Trackonitis, in Bafban ; {ee ¥. 4. which 
was called the land of giants, or of Rephaim, this 
‘Farchi faysis the country of the Rephaim given to 
Abraham, Gen. xv. 20. 

y. 14. Fair the fon of Manaffeh took all the 
country of Argob, &c.| Or Trachonitis , the {mall 
towns belonging to Gilead, as in Numb. xxxii. 41. 
unto the coafts of Gefouri and Maachathi, thefe were 
little kingdoms in Syria, on which the country of 
Argob bordered, and had kings over them in the 
time of David, and came not into the poffeffion of 
the Jraelites, fee Fofb. xiii. 13. 2 Sam. iti. 3. and 
x. 6,8. and xv. 8. and called them after bis own 
- name Bafhan-bavotk-jair unto this day; fee Numb. 
XXXil. 41. 

y¥. 15. And IgaveGilead unto Machir ;] The fon 
of Manaféh; not to him perfonally, who cannot 
_ ‘bethoughtto have been livingat this time, but to his 
pofterity, tothe Machirites , fee Numb. xxxii. 40. 

-¥. 16. And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gad- 


ites, &c.] The tribes of Reuben and Gad: I gave 


t De loc. Heb. fol. 94. C. 


3. Y Moreh Nevochim, par. 2. c 47. p. 325. 
apps 9555 cum fratribus veltris, Noldius, p. 531, No. 1492. 
Vou. I Nr. 


« Clio, five, I. 1. ¢. 175, 


{cribed, lately in the hands of Sibox and Og ; this 
at their requeft Mo/es gave them, by the direction 
of the Lord, on the following condition : you fall 
pas over armed before your brethren the children of 
Yrael, allthat are meet for the war that is, they 
fhould pafs over Fordan with the reft of the tribes, 
being armed to affift them in the conqueft of Ca- 
naan: for this phrafe which we render defore your 
brethren, doesnot fignify that they went in the fore- 
front of them, only that they were prefent with 
them, and joined them in their war againft their 
enemies ; fee Numb. xxxii. 29, 30. and therefore 
fhould be rendered with your brethren* ; even as 
many of them as were able to bear arms, at leaft as 
many as Jo/bua would chufe to take of them ; for 
he did not take them all by a great many ; fee 
Fold. iv. 13. 

¥.19. But your wives, and your little ones, and 
your cattle, &c.] Thefe were to be left behind: for 
I know that ye have much cattle ; which made the 
countries of Gilead and Baj/han, fo famous: for pa- 
fturage, agreeable to them ; fee Numb. xxxii. 1. 
thefe under the care of fervants, and alfo their 
wives and children, ball abide in your cities which 
I bave given you; and which they- rebuilt and re- 
paired, Numb. xxxii. 34—42. 

y. 20. Until the Lord have given reft unto your 
brethren, as well as unto you, &c.| Rett from their 
enemies, and habitations to dwell quietly in ; fo the 
land of Canaan is. called a reft, ch. xii. g. typi- 
cal of the reft which remains for the people of 
God : and until they alfo poffe/s the laid which the 
Lord your God hath given them beyond Fordan; for 
fo Canaan was with refpect to Mofes and the peo- 
ple with him, who were then in the plains of Moab ; 
otherwife the.country in which he was with refpect 
to Canaan is ufually, called beyond Fordan ; this 
the Lord had given in promife.to J/rael, and they 
were juft now ready to enter into and poffefs it, by 

virtue 
'  Bibliothec. 1. 17. p. 563. * Hi " 
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virtue of his gift, and whichmade it fure unto 
them: and then fhall ye return every man unto bis 
polfefion, which I have given you , as accordingly 
they did, Yo/d. xxii. 

y. 21. And I commanded Fofhua at that time, &c.] 
After the conqueft of the two kings, and the af- 
fienment of their countries to the above tribes ; 
and after Mofes had it made known to him that he 
fhould quickly die, and Yo/bua fhould be his, fuc- 
ceffor ; then, by the direétion of God, he.gave him 
the following charge: /aying, thine eyes have feen 
all that the Lord your Ged bath done unto thefe two 
kings 5 Sibon and Og, how their kingdoms were 
taken from them, and. given to J/rae/, and they 
flain with the fword; this Yo/hua was an eye-wit- 
nefs of, and was no doubt greatly concerned in the 
battles with them, being the general of the J/rael- 
itifh armies ; at leaft this was fornetimes his poft, 
and he can’t bethought to have been un-employed in 
thefe wars : fo fhall the Lord do unto all the kingdoms 
whither thou paffeft ; all the kingdoms in the land 
of Canaan, where there ‘were many, thirty-one at 
leaft ; thefe would be all conquered and put into 
thé hands of the J/raelites, and their kings flain. 

y¥. 22. Ye fhall not fear them, &c.| On account 
of the numbers, ftrength, courage, and - gigantic 
{tature of the inhabitants, at leaft fome of them,; 
nor on account of their walled towns, and fortified 
cities: for the Lord your God he fhall fight for you ; 
as he did particularly at Fericho, the walls of which 
city fell at the found of rams horns ; and at Gi- 
Leon, when he caft down hailftones on their enemies, 
and more were flain by them than with the fword ; 
and in all their battles, it was he that gave them 
fuccefs and victory. 

y¥. 23. And I befought the Lord at that time, 
&c.] When he was told he fhould die, and Fofbua 
fhould fucceed him; or when the two kings were 
flain, and their kingdoms conquered ; this being 
the beginning, pledge, and earneft, of what God 
had promifed to do for the people of J/rael , Mo/es 
was very defirous of living to fee the work com- 
pleated, and therefore fought the Lord by prayer 
and fupplication : /aying; as follows. 

¥.24. O Lord God, thou haft begun to fhew thy 
fervant thy greatunefs. and thy mighty hand, &c.) 


To give a fpecimen of the greatnefs of his power, 
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the world ; and in thofe amazing inftances of his 


Wi. ¥. 2 Ii 


power, in bringing down judgments upon wicked 
men, kings, and kingdoms; and in the delive- 


rance of his own people from them, and putting 


them and their kingdoms into the poffeifion of 
them ; which were the wondrous works of might 
Mofes had in view, and a fenfe of which was im- 
prefied on his mind, at this time. 


P+ 


< 
- 


¥. 25. I pray thee, let me go over and fee the good 


land that is beyond Fordan, &c.] The land of Ca-. 
naan, the land flowing with milk and honey; a 
land which he defcribes as a moft excellent one, ch. 
viii. 7,8. To fee this land, he was very defirous 
of going over the river ‘fordan, beyond which it 


lay with refpe¢ct to the place where he now was : 


that goodly mountain and Lebanon , or, that goodly 
mountain, even Lebanon; which lay to the north 
of the land of Canaan, and was famous for cedar 
and odoriferous trees. But if two diftinét moun- 
tains are meant, the goodly mountain may defign 
mount Moriah, on which the temple was after- 
wards built, and of which Mofes might have a 
forefight ; and fome by Lebanon think that is 
meant, which was built of the cedars of Lebanon, 
and therefore goes by that name, Zech. xi. 1. and 
a foreview of this made the mountain fo precious 
to. Mofes, and defirable to be feen by him. So the 
Targum of ‘fonathan; ** that goodly mountain in 
which is built the city of Ferufalem, and mount 
Lebanon, in which the fhekinah fhall dwell ;” to 
which agrees the note of Alen Ezra, who inter= 
prets the goodly mountain of Ferufalem, and Le- 
banon of the houfe of the fanétuary. In the Sep- 
tuagint it is called Antilibanus. Mount Libanus had 
its name not from frankincenfe growing upon it, 
as fome have thought ; for it does not appear that 
any did grow upon it, for that came from Seda in’ 
Arabia Felix; but from the whitenefs of it, thro’ 
the continual fnows that were on it, juft as the Alps 
have their name for the fame reafon ; and fo Ferom 
fays> of Lebanon, that the fnow never fails trom 
the tops of it, or is ever fo overcome by the heat 
of the fun, as wholly to melt ; to the fame purpofe 
alfo Tacitus * fays, and Mr. Maundrell*, who 
was there in May, {peaks of deep fnow onit, and 
reprefents the cedars as ftanding in fhow. 

¥. 26. But the Lord was wroth with me for your 


in fubduing the two kings and their kingdoms, and|/akes, &c.] Not at this time, and for this prayer 


delivering them up into the hands of the J/raelites. 
Mofes had feen inftances of the mighty power of 
God in Egypt, at the Red-fea, and in the wilder- 
nefs ; but this was the beginning of his power, in 
vanquifhing the Canaanites, and putting their land 
into the poffeffion of the I/raelites, as he had pro- 
mifed ; of which. the Amorites were a part, anda 
principal nationof them : and thus God, when he 
begins a work of grace upon the foul of man, be- 
gins to fhew the exceeding greatnefs of his power, 
and which is further exerted in carrying it on, and 
bringing it to perfection: for what God is there in 
heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, 
and according to thy might ? here Mo/fes {peaks ac- 
_cording to the notion of heathens, who fuppofed 
there were other gods in heaven and in earth be- 
fides the true God ; and upon this fuppofition ob- 
ferves, let there be as many as they will, or can be 
imagined, there is none of them like the Lord God 
of J/rael for power and might ; or are able to do 
fuch works as he has done, in nature, in the crea- 
tion of all things out of nothing, in. providence, 
in fupporting what he has made, and in governing 


* In Hieremiam, ¢. 18. 14.. 
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of his, but on account of he and Aaron not fanc- 
tifying him at the waters of Meribah; or of fome 
expreffions of unbelief, and unadvifed words, which 
dropped from his lips through their provocation of 
him ; fee Numb. xx. 12. Pf. cvi. 32, 33. and. 
would not hear me , now, and grant the above re- 
queft, having before declared that he and Aaron 
fhould not bring the people of J/rael into the land 
he had given them ; and Mo/es with all his in- 
treaties could not prevail upon him to repeal the 
fentence : and the Lord. faid unto me, let it fuffice s 
that he had feen the conqueft of the two kings, 
and the delivery of their kingdoms into the hands 
of J/rael, and that he had brought the people 
through the wildernefs to the borders of the land of 
Canaan, and that he fhould have a diftant fight of 
the land, as after directed: /peak no more unto me of 
this matter ; intimating it would bein vain, and to 


no purpofe, to folicit {uch a favour, fince it would _ 


never be granted; it was a determined point, and 
he would never recede fromit. = 
¥. 27. Get thee up into the top of Pifgah, &c.} 
Which was the higheft eminence of mount Wedo, 
2 ® 


a 
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and fo a very proper place to take a profpect from ; | their enemies, and ftrengthen him with prémifes of 


fee Deut. xxxii. 49. and xxxiv, 1. and lift up thine 
eyes weftward, and northward, and fouthward, and 
eaftward ; to all the four points of the heaven, 
and to all the four quarters and borders of the land 
of Canaan: and behold it with thine eyes ; even the 
land of Canaan, and particularly Lebanon, though 
it lay to the north of it, that mountain he had 
fuch adefire to fee. Mo/fes, though old, his natu- 
ral fight was very ftrong, and not in the leaft dim ; 
and it is not improbable that it might be more than 
ordinarily increafed and affifted at this time: for 


the prefence of God, and of his gracious help and 
affiftance : for he fhall go over before this people 5 
over the river Fordan, at the head of them, as their 
leader and commander ; a typeof Chriff, the leader 
and commander of his people, who as their king 
goes forth at the head of them, and will introduce 
them all into his father’s kingdom and glory : and 
he foall caufe them to inherit the land which thou fhalt 


jee; and no mote; not enter into, but Fo/bua 


fhould ; and having conquered it, fhould divide it 
by lot for an inheritance to them, and their chil- 


thou foalt not go overthis Fordan , into the land of| dren after them ; a type of Chri/?, in whom and by 


Canaan ; this affair of not being fuffered to enter 
there, Mo/es frequently takes notice of, no lefs than 
four’ or five times, it being what lay near his 
heart. 

y¥. 28. But charge Fofhua, and encourage him, and 
Strengthen bim, &c.} Charge him to take the care 
of the children of J/rae/, to introduce them into 
the good land, and put them into the poffeffion of 
it; encourage him againft all fear of his and 


CHA 


HIS chapter contains an exhortation to J/rae/, 

to keep the commands, ftatutes, and jude- 
ments of God, urged from the fuperior excellency 
of them to thofe of all other nations, ¥. 1—8. 
from the manner in which they were delivered, out 
of the midit of fire, by a voiceof words, but no 
fimilitude feen, ¥. 9—15. and particularly the J/- 
raelites are cautioned again{t idolatry, from the 
confideration of the goodnefs of God to them, in 
bringing them out of Egypt, ¥. 16—20. and the 


whom the faints obtain an inheritance by lot, Eps. 
i Tt. 

¥. 29. So we abode in the valley over againft Betb- 
Peor ;] Inthe plains of Mead, over againtt a ter- 
ple built for Baal Peor upon a mountain, fo called 
from that idol, or that idol from the mountain ; 
this is the valley where Adofes was buried, ch. | 
xxxiv, 6, 


Peavy 

kings of the Amorites, which they are put in rhind 
of in the preceding chapters ; hence this begins 
with therefore hearken ; for nothing is a greater in- 
centive to obedience, than the kindnefs and good- 
nefs of God: which I teach you for to do that ye may 
live; the law was taught by Mo/es, but the gofpel 
of grace and truth by Fefus Chri? ; and it was 
taught by him, as well as it was to be hearkened 
to by them, in order to yield obedience to it ; for 
not bare hearing, but doing the law, is the prin- 


rather Mo/es is urgent upon them to be diligent injcipal thing, of any avail ; and which was to be 


their obedience to the laws of God, becaufe he 
fhould quickly be removed from them, ¥. 21—24. 


done, that they might live; not a fpiritual and 
eternal life, which are not by the works of the 


and fhould they be difobedient to them, it wouldjlaw, but are had only froth Cérift, through his 
provoke the Lord to deftroy them, or to carry/grace and righteoufnefs ; but a corporal life, anda 
them captive into other lands, ¥. 25—28. though |comfortable enjoyment of the bleffings of it, and 
even then if they repented and fought the Lord,|particularly that that might be continued to them : 
and became obedient, he would be merciful to them,|and go in and poffe[s the land which the Lord God of 
and not forfake them, ¥. 29, 30, 31. and they are|your fathers giveth you ; the land of Canaan, which 


putin mind again.of the amazing things God had 
done for them, in fpeaking to them out of fire, 
and they alive ; in bringing them out of another 
nation, and driving out other nations to make room 
for them ; all which he improves, as fo many ar- 
guments to move them to obedience to the divine 
commands, ¥. 32—-40. and then notice is taken 
of the three cities of refuge,. feparated on this fide 
Fordan, ¥. 41, 42, 43. and the chapter is con- 
cluded with obferving, that this is the law, and thefe 
the teftimonies, Mo/es declared and repeated to the 
children of J/rael in the country of Sjbon and Og, 
who were delivered into their hands, and their 
‘lands poffefled by them, which laid them under 
freth obligations to yield obedience to God, ¥. 


44— 49 


y. 1. Now therefore kearken, O Ifrael, unto the 
ftatutes, and unto the judgments, &c.] The laws of 
God, moral, ceremonial, and judicial, which they 
are exhorted to attend to and obey, in confidera- 


the Lord God of Abrabam, Laac, and Facob, had 
promifed to give to their pofterity, and which they 
were to hold by their obedience to his laws. 

y¥.2. Ye fhall not add to the word which I com- 
mand you, neither foall jou diminifh ought from it, 
&c.] Neither make new laws of their own, and 
join them to the law of God, and fet them upon a 
level withit, or prefer them before it; as the fcribes 
and Phgrifees did in Chrif’s time, who by their 
traditions made the word of God of none effect, 
as dothe papifts alfo by their unwritten traditions ; 
nor abrogate nor detract from the law of God, nor 
make void any part of it: or elfe the fenfe is, nei- 
ther do that which is forbidden, nor neglect that 
which is commanded ; neither be guilty of fins of 
omiffion nor commiffion, nor in any way break the 
law of God, and teach men foto do by word or by 
example ; nota jot or tittle is either to be put to it, 
or taken from it, Prov. xxx. 5, 6. Matth. v. 18, 
19. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. that ye may keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord your God which I command 


tion of the great and good things the Lord hadjyou; in his name; or which he delivered unto 


done for them, ever fince they came from Hored, 
where they were given them; fuchas providing for 


them, and feeding them in the wildernefs, pre- 


ferving them from every hurtful thing, and deli- 
vering their enemies into their hands, the two 


them as his commandments, and which were to be 
kept juft as they were delivered, without adding to 

them, or taking from them. 
¥. 3. Your eyes have feen what the Lord did be- 
caufe of Baal-Peor, &c } Becaufe of the idolatry 
. the 


_ 
# > 


s 


& r on 

the people of J/rael fell into by worfhipping that |territories, for the land they were going tor poffefs: » 
idol, being drawn into it by the daughters of Moad was but a fmall country ; nor for their wealth and 
and Midian, through the counfel of Balaam, with|riches, and warlike exploits, though they were not © 
whom they committed fornication ; which led them |contemptible in either; but fortheir happy confti- » 
_to the other fin, and both highly provoking to God. |tution in church and ftate, being directed and:go- + 
The Targums of Onkelos and fonathan are, ** what|verned in both by laws, which came immediately’ 
the Word of the Lord has done to the worfhippers|from God himfelf , for their knowledge of ‘divine | 
of the idol Peor ;” for all the mien that followed|things, and for fpiritual bleflings and privileges 
Baal-pceor the Lord thy God hath deftroyed them from they were-favoured with, of which a fpecialinftance + 
among you ; 24000 perfons died on that account ;/is given: who hath God fo nigh unto them as the + 
which being a recent thing, frefh in memory, and|Lord our Ged is, in all things that we call upon him - 
what they were eye-witnefiés of, was a caution to|for ? God was nigh unto them in refpeét of rela- 
them to avoid the fame fins, as it is to us on whom|tion, being their covenant God and Father, and’, 
the ends of the world are come, Numb. xxiii. 9. 

1 Core %.6,°7, 8. 11. 
¥. 4. But ye that did cleave unto the Lord your God, 
&c.] To the worfhip of the Lord your God, as the 
Targum of Fonatban-, attended the fervice of the 
fanctuary, were obfervant of the laws of God, and 
walked in his ftatutes and judgments; did not apo- 
ftatize from him by idolatry or otherwife, but 
kept clofe unto him, and followed him fully: are 
alive every one of you this day; which is very re- 
» markable, that in fuch a vaft number of people not 


tion belonged ; and with refpect to place and pre- » 
fence, ‘his tabernacle being in the midft of them, ~ 
the feat of his fhekinah, or divine majefty, being « 
in the moft holy place, between the cherubim 
over the mercy-feat ; and he going before themin® 
the pillar of cloud by day, and in the pillar of fire . 
by night, and who might be applied unto at all » 
times, for whatfoever’ they ftood in need of ; and; 
who was always near unto them, to give them ad- 
vice and counfel, help, and affiftance; to hear 
one fhould die in fuch a fpace of time, it being fe-|their prayers, and communicate unto them things 
veral months fince -that affair happened; and-be-|temporal and fpiritual they ftood in need of : and 
fides, in that time there was a war with the A@dian-|fo the Lord is nigh to all that call upon him in 
ites, and yet not one perfon died in that war, nords/faith, with fervency, and in fincerity and truth ;) 
it feems by this account by any difeafe or difafter}and herein the glory and greatnefs of a people, as 
whatever ; fee Numb. xxxi. 49. of [rael, lies, in being nearly related to God, 
¥..5. Bebold, I, have taught you ftatutes and\a people near unto him, both as to union andcom- 
judgments, even as the Lord my God commanded me,;munion; andin having acommunication of good 
&c.] He had faithfully delivered them, without things from him. God is both a God at hand and 
adding tothem, or diminifhing from them, and had|afar off, Fer. xxiii. 235 fee Pf cxly. 18. } 
diligently inftructed the J/raelites in them, had] y.8. And what nation is there fo great, that hath 
taken pains to lead them into a thorough knowledge ftatutes and judgments fo righteous, &c.| Founded im 
and underftanding of them : that ye /bould do fo in\juftice and equity, and fo agreeable to right reafon, 
the land whither ye go to poffe/s it; do in like man-{and fo well calculated and adapted to lead perfons 
ner asthe commandments of the Lord direct to; orjin the ways of righteoufnefs and truth, and keep: 
that which is right* ; proper and fitting to be done,|them from doing any injury to each others perfons 
by doing which they. fhould continue in the landj/and properties, and to maintain good order, pedce, 
they were about to pofiefs, and therefore when injand concord among them: as all this law which I 
it were, to be careful to perform them; fome of|/et before you this day ? which he then repeated, 
them could not be done till they came into it, and|afrefh declared, explained and inftruéted them in ; 
all were to be done in it. for otherwife it had been delivered to them near 40 
y. 6. Keep therefore and do them, &c.] Obferve}years ago. Now there was not any nation then in 
them, take notice of what is expreffed by them, |being, nor any fince, to be compared with the na- 
and perform them, both as to matter and manner, tion of the ews, for the wife and wholefome laws 
as they require : for this is your wifdom and your un-\given unto thems no, not thé more cultivated and 
derfianding in the fight of the nations ; that is, their | civilized nations, as the Grecians and Romans, who 
wifdom and underftanding would appear to other |had the advantage of fuch wife law-givers as they 
nations by their obfervance of the commands of |were accounted, as Solon, Lycurgus, Numa, and 
God : which fhall bear all thefe fiatutes; which|others ; and indeed the beft laws that they had, 
they hada report, and got knowledge of by fome of) {eem to be borrowed from the Fezws. MS 
the philofophers who travelled into thofe parts, and} y. 9. Only take heed to thy/élf, &c.] To walk 
by the tranflation of the bible into the Greek lan-jaccording to this law, and not fwerve from it: 
guage : and fay, Jurely this great nation is a wife|and keep thy foul diligently ; from the tranfgreffions 
and underftanding people; that had fuch a body of|and breaches of it: lef thou forget the things which 
laws, in which they were inftructed, and according |thine eyes have feen; either the ftatutes and judg-— 
to which they were governed, and in which they 
walked ; that were fo agreeable to reafon, truth, 
juftice, and equity ; infomuch that fo far as they 
became known, they were admired and copied af- 
ter, both by Greeks and Romans ; and hence it was 
that the oracle declared, that only the Chaldeans 
and Hebrews were a wife people; the Hebrews 


the delivery of them ; or the punifhment infliéed 
on the breakers of them ; or the favours beftowed 


rom thy heart all the days of thy life, out of thy mind 
and memory, and have no place in thy affections, 
through a neglect and difufe of them : dut teach — 


they his fons and daughters, to whom: the ,adop- | . 


ments fet before them, and the circumftances of ~ 
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on thofe that obferved them : and left they depart i 


came from Chaldea, as Abrabam the father of \them thy fons, and thy fons fons; their children and 


them. grand-children, that they may be trained up in 
y. 7. For what nation is there fo great, &c.]|them in their youth, and fo not depart from th 
Not fo much for their number, for they were thej/when grown up, and in years; feech. vi. 7 
fewelt of all people ; nor for the largenefs of their] y. 10, Specially the day that thou ftoodeft 
P - eats ae 
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the Lord in Horeb, 8cc.] Above all: things Mo/es| were great quantities of it in mount Sinai 3; fee the 
would have them take care not to forget the day|note on Fvod. xxxi. 18. he) 

the law was given frém mount Sinai, which was fo] y. 14. ud the Lord commanded me at that time, 
awful and jolemn, when they faw. the fire; the|&c.] When the ten commandments were delivered 
fmoke, the lightning; and heard the thunder andjon mount Si#ai, and Mofes was. ordered to come 
the found of the trumpet; all which were very|up to God in the mount : to teach you flatutes and 
fhocking and terrifying : and though the men of | judgments ; laws ceremonial and judicial, befides 


- this generation were but young then; being under 
twenty years of age, yet many of them were old 
enough to obferve thefe things, and which one 
would think fhould never wear out of their minds : 
when the Lord faid unto me, gather me the people to- 

ether ; not the elders of the people only, but the 
whole body of the people, as he did, and brought 
them to the foot of mount Sinai, Exod. xix. 17. 


the ten commands given them : that ye may do them 
in the land whither ye go over to pofféfs it 5 the land 
of Canaan, which was on the other fide of Yordan, 
and over which they muft go in order to poffefs it ; 
and when they came there, they were to hold the 
poileffion of it by attending to thofe jaws which 
forbad the fins for which the old inhabitants of it 
were expelled out of it ; and befides thefe; there 


_ and will make them hear my words , the ten com- | were alfo feveral laws, both ceremonial and jadicial, 
mands which were fpoken by the Lord himfelf] which were to be peculiarly obferved in the land, 
aloud, with an articulate voice, in the hearing of|as well as others they were obliged to do whilft with- 
all the people ; and was fuch a terrible voice of|out it. | | 
words, that they that heard it intreated it might be] ¥. 15: Take pe therefore good heed unto yourfélves; 
ipoken to them no more, Hed. xii.19. that they|&c.] Asto keep all the laws given them, fo par- 
may learn to fear me all the days that they foal live | ticularly to avoid idolatry : for ye faw no manner of 

_ upon the earth 5 to reverence him the law-giver, \/imilitude, on the day the Lord Jpake unto you in Ho- 
who is able to faveand todeftroy ; to fear to offend|7eb, out of the mid? of the fre; and therefore as 
him by breaking his laws, fo holy, juft, and good, |they had nothing that direéted and led them, fo 
and delivered in juch an awful and folemn manner : |they had. nothing that. could be a temptation. to 
and that they may teach thar children, the words|them, to make any form or likenefs, and worfhip 
they had heard, teach them obedience to them, and |it.. 
to be careful not to aét contrary to them ; fince] y. 16. Leff ye corrupt yourfelves, &c.] And not 
that would bring down judgments upon them, and|themfelves only, but the word and worfhip of God 
deprive them of the favour they enjoyed, of which |by idolatry, than which nothing is more corrupt- 
they had feen inftances. * jing and defiling, nor more abominable to God : 

¥i1t. And ye came near and food under the\and make you a graven image, the fimilitude of any 
mountain, 8c.) At the foot. of it, in the lower [figure ; a graven image, in the likenefs of any fi-. 
part.of the mountain, as the Targum of Fonathan,|\eure, an idea of which they had formed in theif 
and agrees with Ewod. xix. 17. and the mountain\minds : the likene/s of male or female ; of aman 
burnt with fire unto the midft of heaven , the ame|or awoman ; fo fome of the ‘heathen deities were 
and imoke went up into.the middle of the air:Jin the likenefs of men, as ¥upiter, Mars, Her 

* with darknefs, clouds, and thick darknefs.; which| cules, Apollo, &cc. and others in the likenefs of 

thick darknefs was occafioned partly by the'{moke]women, as Funo, Diana, Venus, 8ec. Some think 

which went up like the ‘fmokeof a furnace, and|O/fris and jis, Egyptian deities, the one male, the 
partly by the thick clouds, which were on the|other female, are refpected ; but. it is not certain 
mount, and covered the face of the heavens, which | that thefe were worfhipped by them fo early, 

were black and tempeftuous with them ; the Sep-| | y.17. The likene/s of any beaft that is on. the 

tuagint renders it a tempeft, Exod. xix. 18. Heb.\earth, &c.] As there are fearce any but the like- 

xii. 18. which denotes the obfcurity of the law, |nefs of them has been made and worfhipped, of . 

and the terrors it works in the mincs of men. the creatures themfelves, ‘as the ox by the Egyptians; 
¥.12. Ayd the Lord fpake unto you out of the|the theep by the Thebans, the goat by the Mende- 

mide of the fire, 8c.) Vor the Lord defczndedjon | /ians, and others by different people : the likene/s of 
mount Sinai in. 4 cloud, in fire, and was in the|any winged fowl that fliethinthe air, as the hawk 
thick darknefs, from whence he delivered out the | and the bird called dis, and another by the name 
ten commands : ye heard the voice of the words ,\of Cneph by the Egyptians, and the eagle by 
diftinctly and plainly, not only the found of them, | others. | 
but the words themfelves, and fo astounderftand}| y.18. The likene/s of any thing that creepeth 
what was, meant by them: dui faw no fimilitude ,\on the ground, &c.] As. ferpents by many ; and 
not any likeneis of the perfon fpeaking, by which | indeed that creature is introduced into almoft all the 
they could form any idea of him in their minds, |idolatries of the heathens, which feems to take its 
which was\ purpofely done to prevent idolatry :|rife from the ferpent Satan made ufe of to deceive 
only ye heard @ voice ; that was all. our firft parents : tbe lkene/s of any Fife that is in 

» 13. And he declared unto you his covenant,\the waters beneath the earths asthe croéodile and 

-&c.] So the law was called, becaufe it contained | hippopotamus, or river-horfe; by the Egyptians 

on the part of God, things which he would-have|and Dagon and Derceto, fuppofed to be figures in 

"done or avoided, to which were annexed promifes | the form of a fifh among the Phenicians. 

of long life and happinefs in the land he gave} ¥.19. And left thow lift up thine eyes unto bea- 

them ; and they, on their part, agreed to hearken| ven, &c,]. The {tarry heaven, which to do in itfelf 

to it, and obey it, Exod. xxiv. 3, 7. which he com-|is not finful ; and may be lawfully and commen- 

\manded you to perform, even ten commandments ;\dably done, to raife admiration at the. wonderful 

owhich fee at large in Exod. xx. 1—17. and in this|works of God in them, and lead to adore the au- 

book afterwards repeated, ch. v. €—21. and he\thor of them; but if not guarded againft may be 
ewrote them upon two tables of fione; to denote the|en{naring: end when thou feeft the fun and the tnoon, 

-durablenefs of them ; the Targum of Fonathanfays\and the ftars, even all the bof of beaven ; thole 

yon, tables of fapphire; but it is moft likely that| bright luminaries, fo glorious to behold, and fo’ 

they were written on tables of marble, fince therefufeful and beneficial to the earth, and the inhabi- 
apace Qa: i. Boeken ofr Geor 4 _eiaen F tants 
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cants of it: foould# -be driven’ to worfhip them, and reqhired of them, ment was promifed unto 


ferve them; Should have an impulfe on their.minds jthem on the performance of it, and what they mut} 
and their hearts, be inclined and drawn to the wor-jexpe¢t fhould they break it, and particularly be fo 


Ship of them, partly by confidering their {plendor, forgetful of it, and the firft articles in it, as fol- — 
lows: and make you a graven image, or the likene[s 
of any thing which the Lord thy God bath forbidden 
thee’y a graven image in the likenefs of men or 
women, of any beatt on the earth, or fowl in hea+ 
ven; or fifh in the fea. oe eS 
¥. 24. For the Lord-thy God is a eonfuming fire, 
&c.] To his enemies; his wrath is like fire to 
burn up and deftroy all that oppofe him and break 
his commands, and efpecially. idolaters ; whofe fin 
of all others is the moft provoking to him, fince- 
it {trikes at his being, his honour and glory ; where+ 
fore it follows, even a jealous God ; who is jealous. 


glory and ufefulnefs, and partly by the example of 
others; for the worfhipping of thefe feems to be 
and is the firft kind of idolatry. men gave into, at 
leaft it was very antient; fee Fob xxxi. 76, 27. 
which the Lord thy God bath divided unto ail nations 
under the whole heaven; the fun and the moon 
by their conftant revolutions vifit all the parts of 
the world, and {tars are fixed in both hemifpheres, 
fo that. all nations of the earth receive the benefit 
and advantage of all: thefe heavenly bodies; but 
were never defigned to be the objects of their wor- 
fhip, as might be learnt from their’ being divided 
ro them, fometimes one part of the earth enjoying 
them, and then another, and not prefent with them 
all at one and the fame time, which, if deities, 
would have been: neceffary ; fee Pf xix. 6. Mats. 
Vi 45. 

¥. 20. But the Lord hath taken you, and brought 
you forth out of ibe iron furnace, &c.} The allu- 
fion is to the trying and melting of metals, and 
freeing them from drofs, by putting them into fur- 
naces ftrongly heated, fome of which are of earth, 
others of iron; the word. as.the Fewi/h writers ® ob- 
ferve, fignifies fuch an one in which gold and fil- 
ver and other things are melted; fee Pf xii. 6. 
Prov. xvii. 3. even out: of Egypt, which is here 
compared. to an iron furnace,, becaufe of the cru- 
elty with which the J/raelites were ufed. in it, the 
hardfhips they were put under, and the mifery and 
bondage they were kept in; but out of all the 
Lord brought them, as he does all his people fooner 
or later out of their affiictions, fometimes called the 
furnace of affliction, J/ xlviii. 10. where their 
graces are tried, and they are purged, purified, 
and: refined from thei drofs and tin. -This the 
Lord did to J/rae/, he brought them out. of their 
diftreffed ftate and condition: to de unto him a 
people of inberitance as.ye are this day; to be the 
Lord’s inheritance, .as they now were, chap. XXxxii. 
g. as well as they were quickly. to inherit the land 
of Canaan, for which they were brought out of the 
land of Egypt; and indeed they were already, even 
that day, entered on their inheritance, the king- 
dom otf the Amorites being delivered into their 
hands, 

y. 21. Furthermore the Lord was angry with me 
for your fakes, cc.) See chap. iii. 26: and fware 
that I foould not go over Fordan; this circumftance 


of fwearing is no where elfe exprefled:: and that I 


foould not go in unto that good land, the land of Ca- 
naan; he might fee it as he did from Pifgah, but 
not enter into it: which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee for an inberitance to them and to their chil- 
dren after them. 

y. 22. But I muft diein this land, &c.] The 
Jand of Mead, in a mountain in it he died, and in 
a valley there he was buried, chap. xxxii. go. and 
xxxiv. 5,6. J muff not go over Fordan; this he 
repeats, as lying near his heart ; he had earneftly 
folicited to go over, but was denied it: dut ye 
foall go over, and poffe/s that good land, this he 
firmly believed and affures them: of, relying on the 
promife and faithfulnefs of God. 

y. 23. Take beed.unto yourfelves, 8cc.] Since he 
thould not be long with them to advife, inftrué, 
and caution them: Jf ye forget the covenant of the 


Lord your God, which he made with you; what that 


® Maimon. & Bartenora in Mifn. Celim. c. 8. § 9. & Jarchi in loc, 
faclifusritis, Janius & Tremellius, Pifcator ;. fenueritis, Vatablns. 


not the works of mens hand, but the glo fous 
, Gate 7" 


of his honour in matters of worfhip, and will not 


fuffer his. glory to be given to another, nor his 
praife to graven images, without refenting it or 
punifhing for it. ; 
¥.25. When thou foalt beget children and chil- 
drens children, 8¢c.} Children and grand-children, 
and feveral ages and generations have pafled: and 


foalt have remained long in the land; many years. 


and even ages; or have grown old * in it: now they 
were in their infancy, and as fuch were about to 
enter into it; during the times of the judges, they 
were in their childhood, or youth ;. in the times of 
David. and Solomon, they were in their manhood 3. 
after that, in their decline ; and in: the times of Fe- 
coniab and his brethren, in. their old-age, when for’ 
their fins they were carried. captive: and fall cor- 
rupt yourfelves, and make a gravep image, or the 
likenefs of any thing , fee the note on ¥..16. and fhalf 
do evil in the fight of the Lord thy God, to provoke 
him to anger, that fin of idolatry, that God-pro- 
voking fin, is chiefly intended. San 

y. 26. I call heaven and earth to witnefs againft 
ou this day, &c.} Should they be guilty of fuch 
afin, fince they were fo ftrongly and publickly 
cautioned againit'it ; and even the heaven and the 
earth were called upon as withefles of the law be- 
ing fet before them, which fo exprefsly forbids it, 
chap. xxx. 19. that ye fhall foon utterly perifh from 
off the'land, whereinto you go over Fordan to poffe/s 
it; though they were now about to go. ever For- 
dan and inherit the land of Canaan, yet they would 
not enjoy it long, but be taken and earried captive 
out of it; as the ten tribes were by - Salmanefer 
king of Affria, and the two tribes by Nedbuchad- 
nexzar king of Babylon, and both for their idolatry 
and other crimes. CAR SRE 
¥. 27. And the Lord foall featter you among the na- 
tions, &c.] As they were by both captivities; the 
ten tribes. were difperfed among the cities. of the 
Medes, and the two tribes throughout the’ empire 
of Babylon: and ye fhall be left few im number amang 
the heathen, whither the Lord fhall lead you , or be- 
men of number’, fo few that they might be eafily — 
numbered ; Which intimates that it fhould-be other- 
wife with them than when in Egypt;’ there they 
were multiplied and increafed the more they were 
afflicted, but in thefe captivities they fhould be 

greatly diminifhed. 1, TOGO a ee 
¥. 28. And there ye foall ferve gods, the work of 
by 


mens hands, wood. and ftone, 8c.) “Idols 
men, cut out of wood and {tone ; thefe th 
he enticed into the fervice of, or ce 
ferve; which was ftill more brutith ane 
to worfhip the fun, moon and ftars, 
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of the eternal. God. But fince in their captivities 
they were not fubjeCt to idolatry; but were cured 
of it thereby; another fenfe of the words is given 
by fome, as by Oxkelos and Yonathan, who para- 
phrafe the words of ferving the people, that ferve 
idols ; but what follows confirms the firft fenfe: 
which neither fee, nor hear, nor tafte, nor finell; 
fenfelefs things, which have none of the fenfes of 
feeing, hearing and fmelling, nor the faculty of 
eating, which they need not to fupport life, of 
which they are deftitute ; and therefore it muft be 
monttrous ftupidity to worfhip fuch lifelefs, fenfe- 
lefs objects ; fee P/ cxv. 4, 5, 6, 7. 

y. 29. But if from thence thou joalt feek the Lora 
thy God, &c.] By prayer and fupplication, ac- 
knowledging and confefling fin, and defiring that 
God would be gracious and forgive it, and bring 
them out of their miferable condition; even if out 
of thofe depths of affliction and diftrefs, and though 
feattered about in the world, and. in the uttermoft 
parts of it: thou foalt find him; to be a God hear- 
ing and anfwering prayer, gracious and merciful, 
ready to help and deliver: if they feck him with all 
their beart and with all their foul, fincerely and 
affectionately. . 

¥. 30. When thou art in tribulation, &c.] Ina 
ftrange land, in the power of a foreign enemy, and 
ufed ill: and all thefe things are come upon thee, 
captivity, thrakdom, hard labour, and want of 
the neceffaries of life: even in the latter days, in 
their prefent captivity for the rejection of the Mef- 
fiah: if thou turn to the Lord thy God; as the 
Fews will when they are converted and brought to 
a fenfe of their fin, and of their need of Chrift, 
and feek to him as their Saviour, as they will do 
in the latter day, Hof. iii. 5. and 2 Cor. iii. 16. and 
foalt be obedient unto bis voice; not of the law only, 
but of the gofpel alfo, proclaiming peace, pardon, 
righteoufhefs and falvation by him whom they 
have pierced. 

y. 31. For the Lord thy God is a merciful God, 
&c.] In Chrift, in whom he has proclaimed his 
name as fuch, of which Mo/es had a comfortable 
view, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7,8. and therefore could 
atteft it from his own knowledge and experience : 
he will not forfake thee , though in a ftrange coun- 
try, but bring them from thence into their own land 
again, and favour them with his gracious prefence 
in his houfe. and ordinances: neither deftroy thee , 
from ‘being a people; and in a very wonderful 
manner are they preferved among the nations of 
the earth to this day: wor forget the covenant of thy 
fathers, which be fware unto them, that a Saviour 
fhould come and turn away ungodlinefs from them, 
and take away their fins ;. fee Rom. xi. 26, 27. 

y. 32. For afk now of the days that are pajft, 
which were before thee, &c.| Enquire into and 

‘confult the annals of former times, of ages paft: 
Jince the day that God created man upon the earth , 
trace them quite up to the creation of the world, 
-and men in it: and afk from the one fide of heaven 
to.the other ; traverfe the whole globe, and examine 
the records of every nation in it in both hemi- 
fpheres: whether there bath been any fuch thing as 
» this great thing is, or hath been beard like it? whe- 
ther they can give any account of any thing feen,|mount Sinai, to which the. following reférs: and 
‘heard or done like what follows; fuggefting that|wpon earth be /hewed thee bis great fire; on mount 
- they cannot furnifh out an inftance to be mentioned |Sizai, which burned with it: and thou beardeft bis 
*pwithit.\3, <.. words out of the midft of the fire; the ten com- 
_- -¥. 93. Did ever people hear the voice of God|mands, and therefore may well be called a fiery 
. (peaking out of the midft of fire, ®c.| None ever}law; fee ¥. 12, 15..33.: © 
heard the voice of God as they did, much Jefs} y.\37. And becaufe he loved thy fathers, &c.] Not 
’ {peaking fuch words as they heard, and. ftill lefs|their immediate fathers, whofe carcafles fell in the 
ays wildernefs, 


out of the midft of fire, which was their cafes 
¥. 12; 15. as thou bajt heard, and live? which 
was {lranger ftill, when they might have expected 
they fhould; and doubtlefs feared they would be, as 
it was wonderful they were not, confumed by it. 

¥. 34. Or bath God affayed to go and take him 
a nation from the midft of another nation, &c.] As 
he now had done, namely the nation of J/rael out 
of the nation of the Bgyptians; this he not only 
had affayed to do, but had actually done it; whereas 
no fuch inftance like it could be produced, and 
efpecially as done in tle manner this was :. by ¢emp-~ 
tations, by figns, and by wonders, and by war; the 
word temptations may be confidered as a general 
word, as dben Ezra thinks; and may fignity the 
temptations by figns, Ge. or the various effays 
and trials, ways, means and methods raken by the 
Lord to bring about the event: by fens may be 
meant thofe which were required of Mo/es;\ and 
done by him before the people of J/rael; and be- 
fore Pharaoh, as proofs of his miffion. from the 
Lord, Exod. iv. 1—g. 30. and vii. g ; and by won- 
ders, the ten plagues of Egypt, which were done 
by a fupernatural and miraculous operation and 
were amazing things; fee P/. lxxviiie 11; 12; 13 
and by war, either the flaying of the firft-born, 
with the deftruction of the judges and gods of £- 
egypt, as Aben Ezra, or the Lord’s fighting for J/rae/ 
at the Red Sea, as Farchi; he faved them and de- 
ftroyed the Egyptians, and fhewed himfelf to be a 
man of war, Exod. xiv.14, 25. and. xv..3. and 
by a mighty hand and firetched out arm; phrafes 
frequently ufed when this affair is fpoken of, 
and are expreffive of the mighty power of God in 
the -above inftances, and in the iffue of them, 
bringing J/rael out of Egypt; though Aben Ezra 
interprets it of the pillar of fire and cloud in which 
the Lord went before them: and by great terrors; 
which the fame writer interprets of the drowning 
of Pharaob-and his hoft in the fea, and dividing ic 
for J/rael; but may be underftood not only of the 
terrors which poffefled him and his people then, 
but at other times, efpecially at the’ time of the 
thunder and lightning, and when: they: fat in 
thick darknefs, and ‘particularly .when all their 
firft-born were flain; fee chap. xxvi. 8. according 
to all that the Lord your God did for' you in Egypt be- 
fore your Eyes; among the men of Egypt, as the 
above writer, Pharaoh and his courtiers : the:above 
things were done as before them for. their terror; 
fo before J/rael for their encouragement. 

¥..35. Unto thee it was foewed, &c.|. What the 
Lord didin Egypt: that thou mighteft know that the 
Lord he is God, there is none elfe befides:bims that 
he is the one only living and true God; and there 
is no other: this phrafe is often ufed by the pro- 
phet Jaiah, to exprefs the fame great atticle of 
faith. 

¥. 36. Out of heaven be made thee to hear bis 
voice, that he might infirudt thee, 8c.) Thunder 
is the voice of God, and by which ‘he. inftructs 
men in the greatnefs of his power, Fob. xxvi. 14. 
and xl..g. and Pf xxix. 3, €%c. unlefs his voice in 
giving the law, which was for the inftruGtion of 
Yrael, is meant ; for that was heard on earth, on 
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theirs might live long i in thé land of Canaan, 
the Lord gave for an inheritance. for sever, \ . 
ded they kept his law, and were obedient to skis 
commands ; fee Dest. vis 25. Joint gue andthe 
they have had feveral interruptions: ‘by vtheits captie capti- 
vities, and efpecially by their. prefene very - dea: 
one, yet when they fhall return and feek the Lord 
their God, and David their king, they: fhall have 
their land reftored to them again, and fhall never 
more be difpofiefied of it: ee 

¥. 41. Lhen Mofes fevered three cities, 8c ] To 
be cities of refuge, according to. the:command of 
God; Numb. xxxv. 14.),this che did. when he had ~ 
conquered. the two kingdoms of the, Amarifes, that 
God had given them for an. inheritance to the 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, and. the half tribe of 
Manaffeh, y:. 38. though Yarchi fays;and fo other 
Fewifh writers, that perfons were not received into 
them until the three cities appointed in the land of 
Canaan were feparated for che like ules fee the 
note on Numd. xxxv. 14: and thele\ were, on, shis 
fide Jordan, toward the rifing fun; on» that fides of 
the niver on which the plains of Mod lay, and the 
kingdoms of the Mmorites,, and to the, eattof Jor- 
da: fo Farchi remi arks ** on that fide whieh is 200 
the eaft of Jordan” 3 fee Fofooxrs 8: 

¥. 42: Lhat:-the flayer might flee ibithers. Bec] 
For. refuge ;. the flayer.or.a man, \bus homany Mayer; 
but which ould kill kisneighboars unowares 5 by 
accident to.him, without.any défign and intesuon 
to kill him; ignorantly, as the Sep/uggentwerlion 5 
ojand fo Ouabels : and bated him not in Lines pars 
it havingcnever appeared: that, there) had beena 
quarrel between them; and that «the flayeteshad 
{hewn any enmity tothe man flain any timé before . 
the fact, or bore av grudge againft, him,.orfpite 
unto him : end that fleeing unto one of .thefé cities 
he might live; inpeaceand fafety junto (his, own 
death, or unto the:death of the| high prietty whea 
he was releafed from his confinement tothe city of 
his refuge, and might rétutn to. his: ttibe, abe 
aw) and pofleMians.cade wt 

43. Namely Bexer in the acai ye» ap 

ohh xx. 8. it is added uponthe plain, ‘this\ perhaps 
was‘the -wildernefs of Adoad,.in the plains of itp the 
fame with Bozrab, Jer. xlviiis 24.) dee ehapy ting. 
and 1.Maccab. v. 28.0.it was in the plain coutiry af 
the Reubenites, or lay in, that! part of, the, ¢ 
which ‘was allotted. to. them, | andiiwhichite 
gave..to, they Levitet aa Chronsvi.g 78a ‘devlelie.: 
dah in: Gilead of the Gadites 5 it lay: in,thaty part 
of mount Gilead, andamong the cities.oftity which 
fell to. the fhare »of. thewtribe of Gydyrand was by 
them given to the Lewitesy1 Chron. vio8or ‘this.city 
is frequently in icripe: urer Called: Remoths Gilead s 
fee 1 Kings iv. 13. and \xxiis20) andeGolem ia Ba- 
ans of thé Manafitess or, Ganson, \ asthe ‘Sepéu- 
agints and drome hencewthe icountnyy Brie wees 
wasy called Gaulamitis;\call, Bashansthe 
Og, was given) tothe half otribe of and — 
out of ‘it this city wassgiven by them totale 
1 Chron.vis 71. ‘andoappointed a city nokpoige 


wildernefs, and entered not into the good land be- 
caufe of their unbelief, but their more remote fa- 
thers or anceftors, Abraham, Teac and Facob, who 
had fome fingular teftimonies of the love of God 
to them., Abrabam is called the friend ot God, 
and Yaac was the fon of promife in whom the 
feed was called; and acod is particularly faid to 
beloved by God, when E/au was hated : therefore 
be chofe their feed after them’; not to eternal life’ 
and falvation, but to the enjoyment of external 
bleflings and privileges, to be called by his name, 
and to fet up his name and worfhip among them, 
and to be a fpecial people to him above all people 
on the earth, as to outward favours both civil and 
ecclefiaftical : and brought thee out in his fight with 
bis mighty power out of Egypt; which was done 
not only in the fight of the Egyptians openly, they 
not daring to hinder them, as the wonders wrought 
to oblige them to Jet them go out, done in the 
fight of the J/raelites as before obferved, but in 
the fight of God, he going before them in the pil- 
Jar of cloud and.fire, fmiling upon them the J/ }/ 
raelites, and looking with a frown upon the hoft 
of the Egyptians, and pind abe the people by 
the angel of his prefence. 

¥. 38: To drive out nations from before thee, greater 
and mightier than thou art, &c.| The feven nations 
of the land of Canaan, which were more im: nuai- 
ber and mightier in power and ftrength than they, 
and particularly. the “morites, who were already 
driven out and difpoffeffed of their country, a F 
the kingdoms and nations of Sibon and Og: 
bring thee in to give thee their land for an ‘shor. 
tance, as itis this day; referring, as Aben Ezra 
obferves, to the inheritance of the land:of the two 
kings of the Amorites, which the tribes of Reuben 
and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeh were put 
into the pofieffion of. already. 

¥. 39. Know therefore this day, and per dep it 7 
thine heart, &c.| Own and‘acknowledge. it now 
with thy mouth, and lay'it- up and confider it) in 
thine heart hereafter, as a truth of the greateft im- 
portance to be profeffed and: held faft, and:to ‘be 
thought of and meditated upon’ continually, and 
never to be forgotten: that the Lord he: is God in 
heaven above, and upon the earth beneath; that he 
has made: both, and is the poffeffor and lord of 
them, and Bins what he’pleafes with them; that, 
the one is: his throne, his. dwelling-place,, and the 
other his footftool; and: that the inhabitants. of 
both are his creatures, and under his authority and 
command, and he can difpofe of them as he pleafes ; 
there is zone elfe; no God in heaven or in earth 
befide him. : 

¥. 40. Thou fhalt keep devetre his Ratutes, and 
his commandments, &c.| All his laws, moral, °cere- 
monial and judicial, partly being under obligation 
to him for all the great and good things done by 
him for ‘them. before enumerated, and partly.and 
chiefly becaufe he is.the Lord’ God in. heaven and 
in earth, and has’a right to. command) and: ought 
to be obeyed : which I command: thee this. day 50.10 
the name of the Lordy and’ which’ he repeated,|now as the/e cities weretypieal tof Chil 
opened and explained, ant charged them ‘atrefh to} may be fomething. obierved an the\names, of chen 
~ebferve; otherwife they: were fuch that :had been as. agreeing (with, hin. Bexer sfignifies ayfentap 
given long: ago: thatit may go well with thee, and\place; Chritt is) the. fortretsy smountaiy and plage - 
with thy children after thee; that they.and theirs}of defenoe for his peoplesand ftrong hold coywhiel 
might enjoy temporal mercies, and contihue, in:the| the prifoners»of hope: wroyethe/ trong tower, 
land of Canaan, and parttake‘of all the bleffings i in} ther the righteous run and are lela ‘ 
it as follows, and of the fanétuary of the’ Lord,| nifies, exaltations 5 which may p 
and the privileges of it: amd.that: thot maye/t pro-\altation of (Chrifts in hu 
_ tong thy days upon the: earth, wwhich the Lord thy\hand of; God, and the ¢ phi 
God giveth thee for: ever 3 that isy thar: they ane him, 'whearé rie by i Raaval : 
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among princes, and to inherit the throne of glory, 
and»by whom he is exalted in his perfon, office, 
and grace. Golan fignifies revealed or manifetted ; 
fo Chrift has been manifeft in the flefhi, and is re- 
vealed to finners, when they are called by his grace ; 
to whom they flee for refuge, and Jay hold on him, 
the hope fet before them. _ . 

¥. 44.. dnd this is the law which Mofes fet before 
the children of Ifrael ;\ Not the law concerning the 
cities of refuge, but the law of the ten commands 
repeated in the following chapter; fo Farchi re- 
marks, ‘* this which he fhould fet in order after 
«« this fe€tion ;” as. he does in the next chapter, 
where he repeats in ofder the ten precepts, and 
makes obfervations on the manner of the delivery 
of them, and urges obedience to them. | 

y. 45. Thefe are the teflimonies, and the flatutes, 
and the judgments, &c.] The laws moral, ceremo- 
nial, and judicial, delivered in the following chap- 
ters; which are renewed, repeated, and explained : 
which Mofes fpake unto the children of Ifrael, after 
they came forth out of Egypé; in the third month 
after they came from thence, thefe laws were de- 
livered to him at mount Szwvai, and he declared 
them to them ; and now afrefh, near 40 years af- 
ter, repeated them to them in the plains of 
Moab. 

¥. 46. On this fide Fordan, in the valley, over- 
againft Beth-peor,*&c.] Where the Ifraelites abode’ 
fome time ; fee cb. iii. 29. in the land of Sibon king | 
of the Amorites, who dwelt at Hefebon ; which was 
now conquered; and in the hands of the J/raelites : 
whom Mofes and the children of Lfrael {mote after 
they came out of Egypt , not as foon as, or quickly 
after they came from thence ; for it was but a few 
months ago, fince this conqueft was made, where- 
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N this chapter Mo/es, after 4 fhort preface; ¥. 
1—5. repeats the law of the decalogue, or ten 
commands, with fome little variation, ¥. 6—2ar. 


and then reminds the J/raelites of the terrible man- | fathers, &c.] That is; not -with 


ner in which it was delivered to them, ¥. 22, 23. 
which put them upon making.a requeft that Mo/es 
might be a mediator between God and them, and 
hear what the Lord had to fay, and report it to 
them; to which they promifed obedience, y. 
24—27, and which being agreeable to the Lord 
was granted ¥. 28—31. and this laid them under 
a greater obligation to obferve the commands of 
God, and keep them, y. 32, 33. 


¥.1. And Mojes called all Ifrael, &c.] The 
heads of the feveral tribes, and elders of the peo- 
ple, as he had on occafion been ufedto do; unlefs 
it can be thought that at different times he repeated 
the following laws to feparate parties and bodies of 
them, until they had all heard them: and eid unto 
them, hear, O Ifrael, the ftatutes and judgments 
" which I fpeak inyour ears this day; the laws moral, 
ceremonial, and judicial, which he was about-to 
repeat, and afrefh declare unto them, being what 
they had alla concern in, and under obligation to 
regard. © 

y. 2. The Lord our God made a covenant with us 
in Horeb,] Which is Sinai, as Aben Ezra obferves; 
it being the fame mountain, only it had two cops, 
which bore thefe different names ; for certain it is 
that the decalogue after repeated was given at Sinai, 
Wile. Bia Ne Zi 
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as it was near fort 
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¥. 47. And they poffeffed bisland, and thz land of 
Og king of Bafban, 8c.) Seized upon them, and 
took them as their own; and divided’ them for an 
inheritance among two of their tribes and half an- 
other : two kings of the Amorites ; which is more 
than once obferved, that ic might be taken “notice 
of, chat thefe were of the nations of the Canaarites 
Ifrael were to root out; and pofiefs their land : 
which were on this fide Fordan toward the fun rifing 5 
which lands and kingdoms lay to the eaft of ‘yor- 
dan, onthat fide of it on which wete the plains of 
Moab, where Mofes and I/rae/ now were. PEL 

¥. 48. From Arover which is by the bank of the ri- 
ver Arnon, &c.| A city of Moab, which was fi- 
tuated on the bank of the river Arso#, that was on 
the border of Moab, ch. ii. 36. and iii, 12. even 
unto mount Sion which is Hermon , the méaning is, 
that the lands of thefe two kings conquered by I- 
rael reached from the city “toer on the tiver Arica 
tomount Hermon, the one being the fouthern,; the 
other the northern boundary of them: Here Her- 
mon has another name Sion, and is to be carefully 
diftinguifhed from mount Zion near FYerujalem ; it 
lying in a different country, and being writcén with 
a different letter in the Hebrew language: In the 
Sepiuagint verfion itis called Séon, and by the-Tar- 
gums of Fonathan and Ferufalem the mount of faow ; 
fee the note on ch. iii. 9. 

¥. 49. And all the plain .on this fide Fordan eaf- 
ward; 8c.] The plains of Moab, on that fide of 


oe 


y years fince they came out of 


| Jordan to the eaft : even unto the fea of the plaing. 


the fea of Sodom, the {alt fea: under the fprings of 
Pifgab that rofe from mount Pifgab, the tame 
with Afbdoth-Pifgab, ch, iii. 174 


Poo, 


and had the nature and form of a covenant ; fee 

Exod. xxiv. 7, 8. 
¥.3. Lhe Lord made not this covenant with our 
them only, as 
farchi, Aben Ezra, and Abendana remark; for 
certain it is that this covenant was made, or law 
was given, to the immediate fathers of this prefent 
generation of J/raelites, whofe carcafes had fallen in. 
the wildernefs ; unlefs this*is to be underftood of 
their. more remote anceftors, Abraham, Yfaae, and 
Jacob, with whom the covenant of grace was made, 
or afrefh made manifeft, efpecially with the for- 
mer; when the law, the covenant here fpoken of, 
was not delivered until 430 years after, Gal. iii. 
16, 17. but with us, even us who are all of us here 
alive this day ; many of them were then prefent at 
the giving of the law, and though under twenty 
years of age, could remember it, and the circum- 
ftances of it ; and befides, they were the fame peo- 
ple to whom it was given, though not confifting 
wholly of the fame individuals. 
¥. 4s. Lhe Lord talked with you face to face in the 
mount, &c.] Meaning not in that free, friendly, 
and familiar manner, in which he fometimes talk- 
ed with Moj/es, of whom this phrafe is ufed, Exod. 
XxXxill. 11. but publickly, audibly, clearly, and 
diftinétly, or without the interpofition of anocher ; 
he did not fpeak to them by Mofes, but to them 
themfelves; he talked to them without a middle 
perfon between them, as ben Ezra expreffés it 5 
without making ufe of = to relate to them what 
he 
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he faid ; but he talked to them directly, perfonally: brought thee out thence, through a mighty a , 
out of the mid of the fre; in which he defcended, |4y a ftretched out arm , fignifying that their délive® 


and with which the mountain. was burning all the 
time he was fpeaking ; which made it very awful 
and. terrible, and pointed at the terrors of the legal 
difpenfation. 

We 5s Li ftood between the Lord and you at that 
times,&c. | Between the, Word of the Lord and you, 
asthe, Largums of Onkelos and Jonathan; that is, 
about that time, not at the exact precife time the 
ten-commandments were. delivered, for thefe were 
fpoken immediately to the people ; but when the 
ceremonial law was given, which was ordained by 
angels, in the hand of a mediator, Gai. iii. 19. 


rance from their ftate of bondage was not owing 
to'themfelves, nor to any creature, burt to the - 
mercy and kindnefs of God, and to his han 
power ; and therefore they were under the great 
obligations to obferve any command and inftitution 
of his he fhould think fit to make; and particular] 
this of the fabbath, which was made on that ac- 
count, as follows : wherefore the Lord thy God com- 
manded thee to keep the fabbath-day ; in commemo= 
ration of their reft from Egyptian bondage. ~ " * 
y.16. Honour thy father and thy mother, as the 
Lord thy God bath commanded thee, 8c.} Andis 


and.whieh was at the requeft of the people as fol- the’ firft commandment with promife, as the apo- 
lows, terrified:by the appearance of the fire out of |{tle obferves, Eph. vi. 2, 3. with a promife of long 
which-the moral law was delivered : to fhew you the \life and happinefs in the land of Casaan, as_fol- 
word of the Lord; not the decalogue,\ that they |lows’: that thy days may be prolonged 5 fee Exod. 
heard with.their own.ears, but the other laws which |xx. 12. here it is added, avd that 7 may go well 
were afterwards given, that were of the:ceremonial with thee ; and which the apoftle alfo has in the 
and judicial kind : for ye were afraid’ by reafon of |place referred to: in the land which the Lord thy 
the fire, and went -not-up into the mount 5 left they|God giveth thee ; the land of Canaan which the 
fhould be confumed by it; and indeed bounds were |fame apoftle explains ‘to a greater latitude, that 
fet about the mount, -and they were charged notto|thou mayet live long on the earth ; applying it to 
break through : /aying, this word is in connexion Chriftians under the gofpel+difpenfation, whether 
with the preceding verfe, the. Lord’s talking out |fews or Gentileses 7 7 ; 
of the midft of the fire, when ‘he»faid)what fol-|__¥.17, 18, 19, 20. Thou foalt not kill, &c. ] The 
lows. *.. {following commands “begin with ‘thé copulative 

ste 6: Iam the Lord thy God, &c.]. This is the avd, different from the manner in which they are 
preface to the ten commandments,. and is the fame exprefied, Exod. xx. which joins thefe together, and 
with that.in Ewod. xx..2.' fee the note there ; and|theny with the preceding ones’; henee*the law is by 
thofe \commands are-here, delivered in the fame or- |fome faid to be one copulative, and may ferye to il- 
dei,and, psetty. néar in the fame words, with a luftrate a paflage in Fam. nt: 10, bs om 
fitile variation, sand.a few additions;\which I fhall | ys 21.\ Neither halt. thou defire thy ‘Neighbour’ s 
only, obferve, and refer to Exod. xx, for the fenfe |ti/e; 8c, ] Here a neighbour's ‘wife is put before 
of the feveral laws. Lilo gad his houfe, different from Exod. xx. 17. and B73 

y.12. Keep the fabbath-day to fanétif it, &c.] field is added, which with what follows take ia 
Or obferve it, by fetting it apart as a time of na-jevery thing that isa man’s property ; and which is 
tural reft, and forthe performance of holy-and re-|not to be defired or coveted in an unlawful manner 
ligious exercifes ; fee Exod. xx. 8. where the|by another, and much lefs fhould any means be 
phrafeis a little varied, remember the fabbath-day to made ufe of to deprive him of it; but /w/ is the 
keep it-holy-5, it having ‘been inftituted before : as|thing intended and prohibited, be it after what it 
the Lord thy God hath commanded thee. not at Sinai| may, which is another man’s ; fee Maith. v. 28, 
onlys forthe fame:might,then have been obferved of| Rom. vii. 7. of a man’s field, fee I v. 8: Mic. ii, 2. 


all the. reftof the.commands, but before the giv- 
ing of thelaw, at the‘firft'of the manna; fee Eyed. 
XV1.52 Zehis ved ei 4,21, 3 

14., Nor thine oxynor thine afs, Sec.) In Exod. 


¥. 22. Thefe words the Lord’ fpake unto all your 
affembly in the mount, 8c. The above ten words or 
commands, which were fpoken fo audibly and 
loudly'by the Lord himself on mount Siai, that 


Xx. 10; it is only inygeneral faid; wor thy cattle ;\the whole congregation of the people of Trael heard 
here by way of illuftration and explanation the ox|them*: out of the midft of the fire, of the cloud, and 
-and the afs are particularly mentioned ;>the oné| of the thick darknefs.; in which the Lord was 3 fee 
being ufed in plowing ground, andtreading out|chiiv.:11. with a great voice, and be added no more ; 
the corn,,and the other in-carrying burdens ; and|ceafed*fpeaking ; after he ‘had’ ‘délivere | the, ten 
it js.added, wor any. of thy cattle; as their camels,|commands, he faid no. more at that'time. “The 
or whatever elfe. they were|wont to.ufe in any kind] TZ. argum of Fonathan is, $* witha press vpice which 
of fervice ;.they were none of them to do. any kind|ceafed'not.” « It ceafed not until all were delivered 
of work ,,on the dabbath-day.. The» following |and then it did ;' it was a continued Voice, el 

é i 


claufe, alfo is not ufed, before, whichoexprefles the |and'diftin®:' and be wrote them”z ae 
end of this inftitution :, shat. thy. manzfervant and|ftonme ; marble ftonte, as ‘the Targum f 
thy. maid-fervant may bove ref. as well .as thee; \which*is much tore 'fikely than W ah 
which. if, the cattle had. not -reft, they::could not ee has on ch. iv! 13. ‘this is an é} ‘th 
have, being obliged to,attend them at the-plow or|duration of the law: and delivered them unta me 
elfewhere ; and this -refpécts not .only.hired, but|to Wo/es, and by him to be ‘delivered to the 
- bond-fervants and maidens. [ 338 ple, who though they had hear d them ¥ 

ye kG ld remember that thou waft.a\fervant in|apt to forget them ; and therefore t ey W 
ike land, of, Egypt, &c.]}, Even a bond-fervant ; for|ten, that they might read them, and 
Egypt.was an houfe of bondage, and there the /-|them, and be careful to keep them. 
raclites,.were made to, ferve in hard bondage; of| . y. 23. And it came to pafs when ye hea 
which. they are reminded, that their: hearts might] out of the midft of the darkne/s, 8cc.: 
be touched. with it, and.inclined to fhew!pity to|darknefs, where God ‘was, an “with 
perfons in fomewhgt fimilar circumftances’; calling] mountain’ was covered, Exod. 
to mind how fweet.a little reft, would-haveibeen un-| mountain did burn with fire, 
to them when in Egypt : and that the Lord thy God| why the Lord fpoke out of th mi 


¢ 


Chi v. #2429. DEUT ERONOWY 23 


thé niountain on which*he defcended burning with] ever heard the voice of the Lord ott of réal Gre 
it ; and alfo for his {peaking our of the midft of}and particularly exprefling fuch words as he did, 
darknefs, becaufe not only a thick cloud covered} but the J/raelites. Zoroaftres, the founder of the 
_ the mountain, but it was altogether on a fmoke,| Magi among the Perfians, and of their religion 

which afcended as the fmoke of a furnace, Exod.|feems to have had refpe& to this, and to have ap- 


xix. 16, 18. That ye come near unto me, even all| plied falfly this to himfelf, which belonged to Mo/és 


the heads of your tribes and your elders ; or wife-men, 
as the Targum of Fonathan ; by which it appears 
that not enly the common people were affrighted at 
what they heard and faw on mount Stxai, but 
thofe of the firft rank and eminence among them, 
who were the moft famous for their authority and 


and the people of J/rael; for it is faid*, “ one 
*¢ reafon the Perfrans have fire in fo much venera- 
** tion is, becaufe they fay that Zoroaftres being 
** caught up to heaven,’ did not fee God, but 
b beard him fpeaking with him out of the midft of 
r* TIre. 


wifdom. ¥. 27. Go thou near, &c] To the mount, and 

y.24. And ye faid, bebold the Lord our God hath\to God on it : and hear all that the Lord cur God 
Jbewed us bis glory and his greatnefs, &c.] In de-|foall fay; for they fuppofed by the continuance of 
fcending on mount Sinai in the manner he did,|the Lord on the mount, and the fire burning on it, 
and giving the law from thence with fuch folem-|that he had more to fay, which they were not averfe 
nity ; for there was a gloryin the miniftration of it,/to hear; but defired it might be not immediately 
as the apoftle argues 2 Cor. ili. 7—11. it being de-|delivered to them, but by the means of Mo/es; the 
livered with fo much majefty, and fuch a glorious} found of the words, and the fight of the fire, be- 
apparatus attending it; fee Deut. xxxiil. 2. Aden|ing fo terrible to them: aad {peak thou unto us all 
Ezra interprets this of the appearance of firein| shat the Lord our God fheil foeak unto thee ; they 
which the Lord was, and bis greatnefs, of the|did not doubt, knowing the faithfulnefs of Mofes, 
thunders and lightnings, and the voice of the |his declaring all unto them that fhould be told him 
trumpet : and we have beard bis voice out of the\by the Lord; and they were defirous. that he 
midft of the fire ; the ten words, as the fame inter- |fhould, they did not want to have any thing with- 
preter rightly notes, which were vocally and au-|held from them, only they could not bear to fee 
dibly expreffed out of the fire : we bave feen this \and hear things immediately from the Lord : and 
day, that God doth talk with man, and be liveth ;\we will hear it and do it, hearken to it, and re- 
they had proof of it in themfelves ; God had been|ceive it as the word of God, and not man, and 
talking with them out of the fire, and yet it did|yield a ready and chearful obedience, even to every 
not reach and confume them, but they were ftill thing that fhould be required ; fee Ewod. xx. 19. 
alive. and xxiv. 3—7. he 

¥.25. Now therefore why fhould we die, &c.]| y.28. dnd the Lord beard the voice of your words, 
Since we are now alive, and have fo wonderfully |when ye /pake unto me, 8ec.] Notonly in a general 
efcaped the danger we were expofed unto, let us be|way, as he hears and knows all that is fpoken by 


careful that we are not liable to it again : for this 
great fire will confume us , if it continues, and we 
are expofed to it; perhaps fome of them might 
remember the fire that burnt in the uttermoft parts 


men ; for there is not a word on the tongue, form- 
ed upon it, and uttered by it, but what is altoge- 
ther known to him; but in a fpecial and particular 
manner obferved, took notice of, approved, and 


of the camp at Taderah, and the deftruéction of Ko- |was well pleafed with what thefe people faid : and 
rab and the 250 men with him by fire, Numd. xi. 1, the Lord faid unto me, 1 have heard the voice of the 
and xvi. 35. if we bear the voice of the Lord our|words of this people which they have {poken unto thee; 
God any more, then we foall die, for it was fuch |not only heard the found of them, but took notice 
a voice of words, they could not endure as to thejof the fenfe and meaning of them, and liftened to 
matter of them, and therefore intreated the word|them with pleafure and delight: they have well 
might not be fpoken to themsany more ; it being//aid all that they have fpoken , expreffing fuch an 
the killing letter, and the miniftration of condem-|awe and reverence of the divine majefty, defiring 
nation and death; and the manner in which it was|to have a mediator between God and them, and 
delivered was fo terrible, that they concluded they|purpofing and promifing to hearken to and obey 
could not live, but muft die if they heard it again ;|whatfoever he fhould command by him. 
and imagined that if the fire continued, the flames} y. 29. Ob that there were fuch an heart in them, 
of it would fpread and reach them, and they|&c.] Notthat there is properly {peaking fuch vo- 
would not be able to efcape them. litions and wifhes in God; but, as Aben Ezra ob- 
y¥. 26. For who is there of all flea, &c.] What|ferves, the fcripture {peaks after. the language of 
man was there in any age, that was ever heard of|the children of men; and may be confidered as up- 
or can be. named: that hath heard the voice of the| braiding them with wantof fuch an heart, and with 
living God ; who lives in and of himfelf, and is the weaknefs to do what they had promifed ; and at 
author and giver of life to all his creatures, where-| moft as approving of thofe things they {poke of as 
by he is diftinguifhed from and is oppofed unto|grateful to him, and profitable to them ;. the 
the lifelefs. deities of the Gentiles; and, which|words may be rendered, who will give that they 
-makes him and his voice heard the more awful and| had Juch an heart ; not to.me,.but to them, as Aven 
tremendous, and efpecially as /peaking out of the| Ezra notes ;. they can’t, give it to themfelves, nor 
midjft of the fire , which was the prefent cafe ; ¢swe|can any creature give it to them none but.God 
have and lived? of this there never was the like|can, and therefore they ought to have prayed to 
inftance ;. for though fome had feen God and liyed,|him to give them an heart to hearkenand do ; 
‘as ‘Facob did, and therefore-called the name of the agreeable. to which is the Arabic verlion, “ it 
place where he faw him Penuel, Gen. Xxxii, 30.|* is to be wifhed by them, that fuch an heart 
cand Mofes had heard the voice of the angel of the|‘* would, continue with them ;” which they by 
- Lord out of a buth, which feemed to be burning,|their language, fignified was in them: shat they 
and was not confumed, Exod. iii. 2, 44 yet none| would fear me, which is not naturally in the heart 
n> t » e Thats TWO ton BAS TA . 7 
~ -& Hyde Hift. relig. vet. Perf. c.8. p.160. YE) %%D quis det, V, L, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus, Drufius ; 
quis dabit, Pifcator. » Pe 


24 
of man, is agift of God, a part of the covenant 
of grace, is implanted in regeneration, and is no 
inconfiderable branch of it ; it is oppofed to pride, 
and is confiftent with faith and joy, and is increafed 
by views of the graceand goodnefs of God, and is 
a diftifiguifhing charaéter of a good man: and 
keep all my commandments always; not only one 
but .all, and not only at fome certain times but 
continually ; and which are to be kept in faith 
from a principle of love, with a view to the glory 
of God, and in the ftrength of Chrift; and to 
_ this the fear of God is neceflary, for where there is 
no fear of God, there is no regard to his command- 
ments; but where there is a reverential fear of 
God, there are faith, hope, love, and every other 
grace ; yea, the Spirit, the author of all, who is 
in the faints to enable them to walk in the ftatutes 
of the Lord, and to keep his judgments and do 
them ; and fuch keep the commandments of God, 
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without which all inftrudtiens, and theoretical no-. 


tions, fignify little ; and thefe they were more © 


efpecially to do, and fome of them peculiarly, ia 
the land which I give then to poffefsit ; the land of 
Canaan, and which laidon them no finall obliga~ 
tion to do the commandments of God ; fince of 
his free favour arid good will, and_as a pure gift 
of his, he had beftowed upon them a land flowing 
with milk and. honey, into which he was juft now 
about to bring them ; as nothing can more ftrongly 
engage fouls to a chearful obedience to the fervice 
of God, whether in private or in public, than the 
confideration of the great and good things which 
God of his rich grace. beftows upon them, and 
has promifed to them, and prepared for them, and 
will quickly put them into the poffeffion of ; and 
upon fuch an account Moj/es preffes the obfervance 
of the commands of God in the following verfes. 
¥.32. Ye fall objerve todo therefore as the Lord 


not from a flavifh fear, but from a fenfe of divine|your God doth command you, &c.| Oblerve every 


goodnefs: that it might be well with them, and with 

their children for ever; for the fear of God, and} 
the keeping of his commandments, iffue in the 

good of men, in their own good, their. inward 

peace, and fpiritual welfare ; in the good of others, 

their neighbours, fervants, and children, by way 

of example and inftruction ; and even in the pub- 

lic peace and profperity of a nation in which they 

dwell: not that thefe things are meritorious of 
eternal life, but are what are approved of by the 

Lord, and are grateful to him; which is the chief 
view in the expreffion of the text. 

¥. 30. Go fay to them, get you info your tents 
again ;| Which they had Jeft, being brought by 
Mofes at the direction of God to the foot of mount 
Sinai, to receive the law from his mouth ; this be- 
ing done they are ordered to return to their tents 
again, to their families, wives, and children. 

y. 31. But as for thee, fland thou ‘bere by me, 
&c.] On the mount by him whither he was called 
up; Maefés was not permitted to go to his tent 
when the children of Z/rael were, but was ordered 
to wait upon the Lord to receive inftructions from 
him, which he was to communicate to the people, 
being a kind of a mediator between God and them, 
as they requefted, and which was granted them : 


precept as to matter and manner which the Lord 
has commanded, and that under a fenfe of the great 
obligations laid on them by him, in giving them 
freely fo gocd a land to poffefs : you fhall not turn 
to the right band or to the left; but walk in the way 
of the commandments of God, and not depart 
from them at all, but follow the Lord in his own 
ways fully. The phrafe is expreffive of a ftriét 
and clofe attention to the word of God, without 
deviating from it in the leaft ; for every fin, which 
is a tranfgreflion of fome command of God or an- 
other, isa going out of the way that directs unto ; » 
fee Tf, 22x! 27. : 
¥. 33. Ye foall walk in all the ways which the 
Lord your God bath commanded you, &c.) None 
are to be avoided or departed from on any confide- 
ration whatever ; fee P/. cxix. 6. an inftance of 
this we have in Zacharias and Elizabeth, Luke i. 
6. that ye may live; corporally, comfortably in alk’ 
the outward enjoyments of life needful for them, 
particularly in the pofleffion of the land of Canaan, 
and the benefits of it; for thefe promifes of life 
upon obedience feem to reach no faither, unlefs as 
types and emblems of what is enjoyed through the 
obedience and righteoufnefs of Chrift, as the fol- 
lowing phrafes fhew : and that it may be well with 


and I will [peak unto thee all the commandments, and|you, and that ye may prolong yout days in the land 


the ftatutes, and the judgments; all laws, moral, 
ceremonial, and judicial, which belong to them as 
men, as in achurch-{tate, and members of a body- 
politic: which thou fhalt teach them, that they may 
do them ; for all doctrine is in order to practice, 


CHA 


N this chapter /o/es proceeds on in his exhor-. 
tations to the people of J/rae/, to attend to the! 
commandments of God, that it might be well with 


which ye foall poffefs ;\the land of Canaan ; though 
the Fewifb writers ™ carry it farther, even to hea- 
ven and eternal happinels ; and fo may we in the ~ 
fenfe before given. 


Pi! (vi. 


tempt him, as they had done, but diligently keep 
his commandments, that it might be well with them 
in that land, #. 16—19..and when their children © 


them, ¥. 1, 2,3. and begins with a principal and|enquired the reafon and meaning of fuch tefti- 
fundamental article of religion, which deferved|monies, ftatutes, and judgments, that were en- 
their firft and chief regard, the unity of God, and |joined them, they were to give them the hiftory of | 
the love of him, ¥. 4, 5. which they were care-|theircafe in Egypf, their deliverance from thence, 
fully to inftruct their children in, and ever to be|the wonders that were wrouche for them, and the 
mindful of themfelves, ¥. 6—g9. and when they |introduétion of them into the good land of Ca- 
were come into the land of Canaan, and into a|naan ; and to let them know that thefe commands — 
plentiful enjoyment of all good things in it, they|were fome of them in commemoration of thefe — 
are exhorted to be careful not to forget the Lord|bleffings ; and by thefe they were laid under obliga- = 
their kind benefactor ; butto fear him, ferve him, |tion to regard them all, and the rather fince they — 
and not go after other gods, fince he is jealous of|were not only for the glory of God, but for 
his honour and worfhip, ¥. 10—15. and not to}own good, ¥.20—25, 


™ Moreh Nevochim, par. Rote 27, p41, - 
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1. Now thefe arethe commandments, the fa-|are greater than ordinary ; which {eetiis defighed to 
. tutes, and the judgments, &c.] Not the ten com-|excite’ the attention to what is contained in this 
mandments repeated in the preceding chapter, but|paflage : the Lord our God is-one Lord; the doc- 
all others; whether moral, ceremonial;. or judicial, |trine of which is, that the Lord who was the co- 
afterwards declared ; for what Mo/es now did wasjvenant-God and father of his people Urael, is but 
only to give a repetition _and frefh declaration of }one Febavahb ; he is Jebovab, the being of beings, 
fuch laws as he had before received, and delivered |a felf-exiftent being, eternal and immutable ; and 
to the people; and fo the Targum of Jonathan thus}he is but one in nature and effence ; this appears 
paraphrafes this claufe, “* this is a declaration of|from the perfection of his nature, his eternity, om- 
‘** the commandments, ftatutes, and judgments :”|nipotence, omniprefence, infinity, goodnefs, felf- 
which the Lord your. God commanded to teach you ;\faficiency, and perfection ; for there can be but 
that is, which he commanded him, Mo/es, tojone eternal; one omnipotent, one omniprefent, 
teach them, though not fully exprefiéd, as may be|one infinite, one that is originally and of himfelf 
learned from ch. iv. 1, 5. and v, 31. that ye might| good ; one felf, and all fufficient, and perfeét be- 
do them in the land whither ye go to poffe/sit ; this}ing ; and which alfo may be concluded from his 
is often obferved, to imprint upon their minds a|being the firft caufe of all things, which can be but 
fenfe of their duty, even of obedience to the laws}one ; and from his relations to his creatures, as 
of God, which they. were carefully and diligently |their king, ruler; governor, and law-giver. And 
to perform in. the land of Canaan they were going |for this purpofe thefe words are cited in Mark xii. 
into, and by which they were to hold their poffeffion|29, 30. but then they no ways contradict’ the doc- 
of it.. trine of a Trinity of perfons in the unity of the 
¥.2. That thou mighteft fear the Lord thy God,|divine eflence, the Father, Word, and holy Spirit, 
&c.] Being taught to know the greatnefs of his}which three are one ; the one God, the one ebo- 
being, and the nature of his mind and will, and|vab, as here exprefled; fee 1 Fob. v. 7. and fo 
the manner of his worfhip; and not with a flavifh|the ancient ews. underftood this pafiage. In an 
fear, but with a filial one, a reverential affection for {ancient book of theirs it is faid ° Febovab, Elobenu, 
God; being inftructed in their duty, as of children, | febovah, (i.e. Febovah, our God, Jehovah) ; thee 
to their God and father ; feech. v. 29. to keep alllare the three degrees with refpect to this fublime 
bis fatutes, and bis commandments, which I com-\myttery ; in the beginning God (Elohim) created the 
mand thee ; not in hisown name, but in the name, |eavens and the earth; and again ® Febovah, Elo- 
and by theauthority of God, whofe minifter and|benu Febovab, they are one; the three forms 
meflenger he was; and all, having the ftamp of|(modes or things) which are one ; and elfwhere 4 
divine authority on'them, were to be obferved and|it is obferved, there are two, and one is joined to 
kept, and not one to be neglected or departed|them, and’ they are three ; and when the three are 
from : thou and thy fon, and thy fon’s fon, all the|one, he fays to (or of) them, thefe are the two 
days of thy life; a man and his children, and grand-}names which J/rael heard, Febovab, Febovab, and 
children; he was to take care, that they kept all|/obenu (our God) is joined unto them ; and it is 
the commandments of the Lordas long as he lived, |the feal of the ring of truth, and when they are 
and had. any concern: with. them : and that thy days\joined they are one in one.unity ; which is illuf- 
may be prolonged ; long lite being reckoned a very |trated by the three names the foul of man is called 
great. outward mercy; a long enjoyment of, and|by, the foul, fpirit, and breath ; and elfwhere they 
continuance in the land: of Canaan, is chiefly de-|fay * the holy blefled God; and his fhekinah, aré 
figned, which is ufually expreffed' when this is ob-{called one; fee Fob. x. 30. 
ferved ; fee chi iv. 26; 40. andv. 16, 73. ¥. 5. And thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, &c.] 
x. 3. Hear therefore, O Irael, and obferve to de| Which is the firft and chief commandment in the 
it, &c.] Or them, the commandments iven|law, the fum and fubftance of the firft table of it ; 
them : that it may be well with thee; in body. and|and includes init, or at leaft has conneéted with it, 
eftate : and that ye may increase mightily ; not only|knowledge of God, efteem of him; delight’ in 
in wealth and riches, but chiefly in numbers: asjhim, faith and truft in him, fear and worfhip of | 
the Lord God of thy fathers bath promifed thee; a)him,. and obedience to him, which when right 
promife of increafe of numbers. was frequently |{prings from it. God is to be loved becaufe of the 
made to Abrabam,, Ifadc, and Facob; as that their | perfections of his nature, and the works of his’ hand, 
feed fhould be as the ftars of heaven, and as the]of nature, providence, and grace ; and becaufe of 
duft of the earth, and the fand on the fea-fhore in- | the relations he ftands in to men, and efpecially to 
numerables fee Gen. xv. 5. and xxii, 7. and{his own people; and becaufe of his peculiar love 
xxvi. 4. and xxviii. 14. and this efpecially zv|'to them ;: and indeed he is to be loved by all’ men 
the land that floweth with milk and boney.;\avery|for his care of them, and bleffings of goodnefs be- 
common periphrafis of the land of Canaan; be-|ftowed’on them; the manner in which this is to 
caufe of the plenty of good things in it; fee Zxod.}be done follows : with all thine heart, and with ail 
iii, 8. . Athy foul) and with all thy might , with a fuperlative 
~ yw. 4. Hear, O Ifrael, &e.)| Thefe are the words} love, above all creatures whatever ; with the whole 
of Mo/es, ttirring up the people to an attention|of the affections of the heart, with great fervency 
‘to what he was abourto fay:of ‘this great and\mo-|and ardour of fpirit, in the fincerity of the foul, 
mentous article the unity: of God, to prevent|and with all the ftrength of grace aman has, with 
their going into: polytheifmand idolatry. From/}fuch love that is as ftrong’as death. ‘Yarchi inter- 
.one of the words,here ufed; the Jews call this fec-|prets loving God with all the heart, that is, with 
tion Kiriath-foema, which they oblige themfelves|thy heart notdivided about God, a heartnot divided 
to read» twice a day, morning and evening"; the }between God and the creature ; ail thy might he in- 
Jaft lewer of the: firft wordimthis verfe, Shema, hear, \terprets of mammonor fubftance; and indeed thatis 
andthe laft letter of the laft:word in it, Zchad; one, |one way in which men may thew their love to God, 
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by laying out their fubftance in his fervice, and for 
the fupport of his caufe and intereft in the world. 
Aben Ezra by the beart underftands knowledge, and 
by the /oul the {pirit of man that is in his body, 
and by might perteét love in the heart. 

y¥. 6. And thefe.words which 1 command thee. this 
day, &c.] To hearken to, obferve, and take no- 
tice of, that God is one, and is to be loved in the 
ftrongeft manner. that poffibly can be: fhall be tn 
thine heart; on the table of the heart, as the 
Targum of Fonathan.; fee 2 Cor. iii, 3. be cordially 
received, have a place in the affections of the 
heart, and be retained in mind and memory. 

y. 7. And thou fhalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, &c.| Care and diligence are to be 
ufed, and pains taken, to inftruct children as foon 
as they are capable in the knowledge of God, and 
of his commandments ; that they are to love him, 
fear him, ferve, and worfhip him ; this is to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, Eph. vi. 4. it may be rendered thou shalt 
whet or fharpen.them*, the words or command- 
ments ; it is expreflive of diligence and induftry in 
teaching, by frequent repetition of things, by in- 
culcating them continually into their minds, en- 
deavouring to imprint them there, that they may 
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the 2oth, and then roll up the parchment, and 


write on it Shaddai, and put it either into a cane. 


(or reed) or, elfe into a like hollow piece of wood, © 


and fo fatten it to the wall on the poits of the door 
atthe right hand of entrance ; and thus as often as 
they go in and out, they make it a part of their 
devotion to touch this parchment, and_kifgit © . 

¥. 10. Andit foall be when the Lord thy God foall 
have brought thee into the land, &c.) The land of 
Canaan, on the borders of which they now were, 
and were juft going into: which be fware unto thy 
fathers, to Abrabam, to Ifaac, and to Facob, to give 
thee ; of his own tree favour and good will, with- 
out any merit and defert of theirs, and in which 
would be found great and goodly cities, which thou 
buildedjt not, large and capacious, delightfully fi- 
tuated, well built, and ftrongly fortified, without 
any pains or expence of theirs; all ready for them 
to take poffeffion of, and dwellin; and fo thould 
no longer refide in tents or booths, as they had for 
forty years paft, but in fpacious and noble cities, 

¥. 11. And houfes full of all good things which 
thou filledft not, &c.| Not only full of good, con- 
venient, and rich houfhold furniture, but of the 
fruits of the earth, of corn, and wine, and oil, 
and alfo perhaps of gold and filver: and wells dig- 


be fharp, ready, and expert in them: and fhalt|ged, which thou diggedft not; which inthofe hot and 


talk of them when thou fitteft in thine boufe, at the 
time of meals, or at leifure-hours, or even when 
employed in any bufinefs in the houfe which will 
admit of it; every opportunity fhould be taken to 
inftil the knowledge of divine things into their 
tender minds : and when thou walkeft by the way; 
in a journey, and’ any of his children with him ; 
or for diverfion, in the garden, field, or vineyard 5 
occafidn may be taken on fight of any of the works 
of creation to lead into a difcourfe concerning God, 
his nature, perfections, and works, and the obli- 
gations his creatures lie under to love, fear, and 
ferve him : and when thou lieft down, and when 
thou rife up, at the time of going to bed, and 
rifing from it ; which as they are feafons of prayer 
to God, may be improved in inftruction of chil- 
dren. 

y. 8. And thou foalt bind them for a fign upon 
thine band, &cc.] Asa man ties any thing to his 
hand for a token, that he may remember fome- 
what he is defirous of; though the Fews under- 
{tand this literally, of binding a fcroll of parch- 
ment with this fection and others written in it, up- 
on their left hand, as the Targum of Fonathan here 
interprets the hand : and they fhall be as frontlets’ 
between thine eyes ; and which the fame Targum in- 
terprets of the Tephilim, or phylacteries, which 
the Yews wear upon their foreheads, and on their 
arms, and fo Farchi ; of which fee the note on 


Matt. xxiii. 5. 


dry countries were in much efteem, and of great 
worth ; fee Gen. xxvi. 18 —22. vineyards and olive- 
trees which thou plantedft not; which Canaan 
abounded with much more than Egypt, where 
there were but few vines and olive-trees, though of 
both thefe there were more where the J/raelites 
lived than elfe-where ; fee the note.on Gen. xlvii. 
11. and thefe therefore might be fuch as they had 
feen in Egypt, in that part of it in which they 
dwelt, Ge/hen, which was in the Heracleotic nome 
and that Strabo * fays only produced perfeé olives 
and fruit-bearing trees, but the reft of Egypt 
wanted oil; and this nome is the fame which the 
Arabs now call .the province of Fium, of which 
Leo Africanus” {ays, it produces a large quantity of 
olives ; fo that this might be obfervedi for the en- 
couragement of the J/raelites: when thou foalt have 
eaten -and be full, having fuch plenty of good 
things the land would furnifh them with, ae 
y. 12. Then beware left thou forget the: Lord, 
&c.] To love, fear, and onlin and Rep 
his commands ; creature-enjoyments being apt to 
get pofleffion of the heart, and the affections of it 3 
fee Prov. xxx. 9. which brought thee forib out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the boufe of bondage; into a 
land abounding with all the above good things, and 
therefore under the higheft obligations to remem- 
ber the Lord and his kindneflés, and to ferve and 
glorify him ; fee Exod. xx. 2. . , 


¥.13. Thou foalt fear the Lord thy God, and 


y¥. 9. And thou foalt write them upon the pofts of \ferve him, &c.) Serve him through fear; not 


thine boufe, and on thy gates;) To put them in 
mind of them when they went out and came in, 
that they might be careful to obferve them ; this 
the Yews take literally alfo, and write in a fcroll 
of parchment this fection with fome paflages ; and, 
as the Jargum of Fonathan here, fix them in three 
places, over againit the bed-chamber, upon the 

ofts of the houfe, and onthe gate at the right 
handof it; and this is what they call the Mezuzab ; 
and the account given of itis this. _In a parch- 
ment prepared for the purpofe, they write the 
words in Deut. vi. 4. tothe gth, and ch, xi. 13. to 
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through flavifh fear, a fear of hell and damnation ; 
but through filial fear, a reverential affection for 
that God that had brought them out of-a ftate of 
bondage into great and glorious liberty, out of 
Egypt into Canaan's land, out of a place of mifery 
into a land of plenty ; and therefore fhould fear 


the Lord and his goodnefs, and from fuch a fear of 


him ferve him, in every partof worfhip public and 
private enjoined; this paflage Chrifi refers to in 


Matt. iv. 10. and fhalt fwear rn 
they made a covenant with on or were'called 
beara teftimony for the decifion of mig 4 
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which could not be otherwife finifhed ; or whenevet| ¥.20. And when thy fon afketh thee in time té 
they took an oath on any account, which fhould} come, &c.] Or to morrow * ; that is, in after times, 
never be taken rafhly-or on any trivial account, and|as Yarchi interprets it ; any time after this; and 
much lefs falfly; it fhould be taken not in the name} particularly after they were come into thé land of 
of any idol, or of any other but the true and liv-|Canaan, when the feveral laws, ftatutes, and ordi- 
ing God ; the Targum of ‘fouathan is, ‘* in the|nances appointed, would take place and be obeyed : 
«name of the Word of the Lord, in truth ye thall| what mean the teftimonies, and the fatutes; and the 
“ fwear.’’ ; judgments, which the Lord our God hath commanded 
v.14. Ye foall not go after other gods, &c.)\ you? what is the reafon of the various rites, cuf- 
To ferve and worfhip them, and fwear by them ;|toms, and ufages,; the obfervance of which is di- 
and which indeed are no gods, only nominal and| rected to, fuch as the feafts of ‘paffover, pentecoft, 
fititious. ones ;_ idols which are nothing in the|tabernacles, facrifices; and other duties of  reli- 
world, and ought to have no veneration and ado-| gion. . | 
ration given them; to go after them is to worfhip|  y. 21. Then fhalt thou fay unto thy fon, 8c.) In 
them, and this is to depart from the true God, andjorder to lead him into the {pring and original of 
go a whoring after falfe deities : of the Gods of tbe|them, and to acquaint him with the goodnefs of 
people which are round about you, the gods of the|God, which laid them under obligation to obferve 
Edomites, Ammonites, Moabites, Philiftines, and\them : wewere Pharaohs bondmen in Egypt ; were 
Egyptians 5 all of which had their peculiar dei-| brought into bondage and flavery to Pharaoh king 
ties. ; of Egypt, into whofe country their anceftors came, 
15. For the Lord thy God is a jealous God|and where they refided many years, and at length 
among you, &c.| He was near to them, in the/were reduced to the utmoft fervitude and mifery : 
- midit of them, his tabernacle being placed be-|and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
tween their camps; and was a God jealous of his) and; by the exertion of his mighty power, which 
honour and glory in matters of worfhip, and would)the Egyptians and their king could not withftand, as 
refent any affront given him in that way : /ef the\a token of his care and kindnefs to us ; by the 
anger of the Lord thy God be kindled againft thee ;\ties of which we are bound in gratitude to obferve 
there being nothing more apt to ftir up his wrath|his commands. The Targum of Jonathan is, 
than idolatry : and deftroy thee from off the face of\** the Word of the Lord brought: us, &c.” and 
the earth ; fuffer them to be carried captive out of) it was Chri the Son of God that was from firft to 
their own land, and to be fcattered among the na-| Jaft concerned in that affair, even from the appear- 
tions of the world, and be utterly deftroyed. ance to Mo/es in the buth to J/rael’s coming. out of 
y. 16. Ye fhall not tempt the Lord your God,| Egypt. 
&c.] By ftriving with him or againft him, by mur-| ¥, 22, And the Lord fhewed figns and wonders; 
muring at or complaining of his providential deal-| great and fore, &c.) Meaning the ten plagues, 
ings with them, or by requring a fign of him, or} which were figns of the power of God, marvellous 
miracles to be done by him ; this is another paflage) works, great above the power of nature, and very 
ufed by Chrif to repel the temptations of Satan,| fore or evil’; very diftreffing to the Lgyptians ; for 
Matt. iv. 7. as ye tempted him in Majfah , a place|they came and lay heavy upon Egypt, upon Pha- 
fo called from the J/raelites tempting the Lord}raob, and upon all his houfbold before our eyes ; Upon 
there, Exod. xvii. 7. the Targum of Fonathan|the king, his courtiers, and the whole land, and 
adds, with ten temptations ; fee Numb. xiv. 21. | which were done publickly in the fight of the peo= 
¥.17. You fhall diligently keep the commandments|ple of I/rael, as well as the Egyptians ; and there 
of the Lord your God, &c.) Not only the ten com-| were fome then living, though at that time when 
mands, but all others: and his teftimonies, and his|\wrought under twenty years, who faw with their 
fratutes, which he hath commanded thee, thofe of a|own eyes what were done to them, and could never 
judicial and ceremonial kind. forget them. Here alfo the Targum of Fonathan 
y. 18. And thou fhalt do that which is right and\has it, “« and the Word of the Lord fent figns, 
good in the fight of the Lord, &c.| And what is|8&c.” . 
fuch, appears from the declaration of his mind and] y. 23. And he brought us out from thence, &c.} 
will in the commandments he has given, and obey-|By means of thofe miraculous plagues, even out 
ing whichis therefore doing what is right and good ;!of a ftate of bondage and mifery ; and in order 
for his commandment is holy, juft, and good, be-|that he might bring us in, to give us the land which 
ing agreeable both to his nature and will, Rom. vii.| he /ware unto our fathers; to bring them into the land 
12. that it may be well with thee, as it is with|of Canaan, give it to them, and put them in the 
thofe that fear God, and keep his commandments :|pofleffion of it; and fo fulfil his promife and his 
and that thou mayeft go in and poffe/s the good land,\ oath made to Abraham, Iaac, and Yacob. 
which the Lord fware unto thy fathers ; to give to} y.24. And the Lord commanded us to do all thefe 
them and to their pofterity, even the land of Ca-|/tatutes, &c.] Some of which were defigned on 
naan; but if they did not what was right and good] purpofe to commemorate the wonderful deliverafice 
in the fight of God, they might expect tobe keptjout of Egypt, as particularly the paffover; and all 
out of it, as their immediate parents were, whofe|of them they were obliged. in gratitude to obey, in 
carcafes fell in the wildernefs. confideration of fuch great favours beftowed upon 
v.19. To caft out all thine enemies from before\them: to fear the Lord our God for our good always ; 
thee, &c.| This the Lord promifed, and as it feems |as itis always for the good of men, temporal, {pi- 
with an oath, that he would do for them; drive out] ritual, and eternal, to fear the Lord ; for there is 
their enemies, and make way for the fettlement of}no want to them that fear him, nor will the Lord 
‘them in their country: as the Lord hath fpoken | withold good things from them; {ee Pf. xxXXiv. 95 
fee Gen. Xv. 18, 19, 20. and xxii. 17, Exod, xxiii:| 10, that be might preferve us alive as it is at this 


28. “* |day; in bodily health and ftrength, and in the 
| enjoyment . 
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enjoymentof the good land, and all the bleffings, fight, not as it may appear to a man himfelf, orto — 
and benefits of it. others, but as it appears to God, who fees the heart, 
¥.25. And it foall be our righteoufnefs, &c.\\and weighs all actions; and a man mutt keep 
Ora mercy, benefit, and blefling to us ; or this}them in the manner the Lord has commanded, 
fhall be reckoned our righteoufnefs, and that by|even with all his heart, foul, and ftrength, asin ¥.. 
which we fhall be juftified : if we obferve to doall\ 5. and this is not poffible for a finful man to do ; 
thefe commandments before the Lord our God, as be}and therefore righteoufnefs cannot be by the Jaw. 
hath commanded us; in order to have fuch a jufti-| Only Cérift-could thus keep all the command. - 
fying righteoufnefs, a man mutt keep all the com-} ments of God, and his obedience is our righteouf- 
mandments of God, not one excepted; and that{nefs; and he only is the end of the law for righ 
‘perfectly, without the leaft breach of them in thought, | teoufnefs to every one that believes, and.to him 
word, or deed; and that before the Lord, in his we muft feek for it. pa 


CHAP. VI. 


I* this chapter the J/raelites are exhorted to de-|way and room for the people of J/rael to inherit” 
{troy the feven nations of the land of Canaan,|their land, but as a punifhment for capital crimes 
when they entered into it, and to make noalliances|they had been guilty of, fuch as idolatry, inceft, 
with them of any kind, nor fuffer any remains of | murder, &cc. wherefore though they were reprieved 
idolatry to continue, ¥. 1—5. to obferve which{for a while for [/rae/’s fake, ull their time was come 
and other commands of God, they are urged from | to poffefs the land, they were at length righteoufly 
the confideration of their being freely chofen of|punifhed, which obferved, abates the feeming fe- 
God above all other people, and of their being re-| verity exercifed upon them : thou halt make no co- 
deemed out of the houfe of bondage, and of the|venant with them, to dwell in their cities and 
Lord’s being a covenant-keeping God to them, y.{|houfes, and enjoy. their lands and eftates, on any 
6— 11. 4nd it is promifed them for their further en-|condition whatever ; and though they did make a 
couragement to keep the commands of God, that}league with the Gibeonites, that was obtained by 
they fhould have an increafe of all temporal good | fraud, they pretending not to be of the land of Ca- 
things, and no evils and calamities fhould come|#aen, but to come from a very diffant country : 
upon them, ¥. 12—16. and left they. fhould be| or /hew mercy unto them; by iparing their lives, 
difheartened at the numbers and might of their|beftowing any favours upon them, or giving them 
enemies, they are put in mind of what God had |any help and affiftance when in :diftrefs : the Fews 
done for them in Egypt, and of what he had pro-jextend this to all other heathen nations befides 
miied to do for them now, ¥.17—20, and they|thefe feven ; wherefore, if an [/raelite, as Maima- 
are aflured that the nations fhould be caft out before|mides * fays, fhould fee a Gentile perifhing, or 
' them by little and little, until they.were utterly de-| plunged into a river, he may, not takeshim out, © 
ftroyed, ¥. 21—24. and the chapter is concluded | nor adminifter medicine to. a fick perfon. Hence 
with an exhortation to deftroy their images, and|‘Zuvenal the poet upbraids them with their un- 
’ not admit any thing of that fort to,be brought in-|kindnels and _incivility.; and fays that Ddofes deli- 
to their houfes, ¥. 25, 26. vered it.as a Fewi/h law, in a fecret volume of his, 
perhaps referring to this book of Deuteronomy, that 
y¥. 1. When the Lord thy God foall bring thee into\the Jews might not direct a poor traveller in his 
the land whither thou. goeft to poffe/sit, 8cc.] The\way unlefs he was one of their religion, nor one 
land of Canaan they were juft now going into to|athirft to a fountain of water ; and which led Ta- 
take pofleflion of ; their introduction into which is|citus®, the heathen hiftorian, to. make this re-~ 
here, as in many other places, afcribed not to them-|mark upon them, that they entertained an hoftilé 
felves, or their leaders, but to the Lord as their}hatred againft all other people, Ae 
covenant-God : aud hath: caft.out many nations be-| yr.3. Neither foalt. thou make marriages witb 
fore thee; even all that were init, the feyen fol-|/bem, &c.] Unlefs they became profelytes, as Ra- 
lowing: the Hittites, and the Girgafbites, and the| bab, who. was married .by Salmon, and: fo thofe of 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites,\other nations, as Ruth the Moabite/s, and fo a 
and. the Hivites, and. the ‘febufites ;. the Canaanites\captive taken.in war ; otherwife it was not lawfi 
were a particular nation in the land of Cazgax,| bad confequences have followed upon it, which it 
which had. their name from Canaqa himfelf ; the} is the defign of this lawto prevent; that is, being 
reft were called from feveral fons. of his.; fee Gez.|enfnared.and drawn afide intoidolatry, which was 
X..15, 16,17. the country of the Gerga/enes, the|thte cafe of Solomon: thy daughter thou. fhalt not 
fame with the Girgafbites, continued its name unto! give unto his fon, nor his daughter fhalt thou take unto 
the times: of Chrift, Matt. viii, 28. feven nations | thy fon.; for according to the Targum of Jonathan, 
greater and mightier than thou ; more.in number,|whofoever marries. with them, it is as if he mar- 
and more robuit in body, fome being of a gigantic|ried with their idols; and this law, according to 
ftature ; there were ten of thefe nations in déra-|the Fewifh writers * , is binding with; refpect to _ 
ham’s time, three-of them were fince funk or fwal-|other nations Befides the feven ; and. who oever 
lowed up among the reft, the Kenites, and: Keni-| marries any heathen, of whatfoever nation, is to be é 
zites, and the Rephaim ;. for inftead of the Kadmo- | beaten. iach asBvsbihs I, <p eal 
nites the Hivites are here put, which feem to,be the}, ¥. 4. For theyavill. turn. away thy fon from 
fame. ; . ing me, &c.| From the pure worfhip of God, his. 
y¥. 2. And when the Lord thy Gad fhall déliver them) word, ftatutes, and.ordinances ;, that they.may ferve 
before thee, &c.] Into their hands : thau alt fmite| other gods; worthip their idols ; that is, the daugh- 
them, and utterly deftroy them, meh, women, and|ters of heathens, married to the fons of J/raehtes, 
children ; which was ordered not merely to make|would entice them from the worfhip of the true 
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God to idolatry ; fo the Targum of Fonathan , as|chufe you, &c.] He had done both, and the one as 
Solomon's wives drew him afide: or he will tura|the effeét and evidence of the other; he loved 
away thy fon“, meaning, as Farchi obferves, that|them, and therefore he chofe them ; but neither_of 
the fon of an heathen that marries the daughter of |them, Jecaufe ye were more in number than any 
an J/raelite, will turn away the fon born of her to|people; not for the quantity of them, nor even 
idolatry, called here the grandfather’s fon ; though |for the quality of them: for ye were the feweft of 
Aben Ezra fays this relpects the fon mentioned in|a// people ; fewer than the Egyptians, from whence 
the preceding verfe, that is, the fon married to an|they came, and than the Canaanites they were go- 
heathen woman, and not to a fon born in fuch|ing to drive out and inherit theirland, ¥. 1. Thofe 
marriage : Jo will the anger of the Lord be kindled\whom God has loved with an everlafting love, 
againft you, and deftroy thee Juddenly; by fome im-|and as a fruit of it has chofen them in Chrift before 
mediate judgment ftriking dead at once; there be-|the world began to grace and glory, holinefS and 
ing nothing more provoking to God than idolatry, |happinefs, are but a {mall number, a little flock ; 
that being directly contrary to his being, nature,|though many are called, few are chofen ; nor are 
perfections, honour, and glory, of which he isjthey better than others, being by nature children 
jealous, of wrath even as others, and as to their outward 
¥.5. But thus fhallye deal with them, &c.] The|circumftances the poor of this world. 
inhabitants of the land of Canaan : ye fhall defiroy| .¥.8. But becaufe the Lord loved ‘you, &c.] With 
their altars ; on which they facrificed to their idols :|an unmerited love ; he loved them, becaufe he lo- 
and break down their images ; of their gods, and|ved them ; that is, becaufe he would love them; 
the ftatues and pillars erected to the honour of|his love was not owing to any. goodnefs in them, or 
them : and cut down their groves; facred to idols,|done by them, or any love in them to him, but to 
which were ufually planted on hills, and about\his own goodwill and pleafure: and becaufe he 
heathen temples, and under which idols were|would keep the oath which he bad fworn unto your fa- 
placed to be worfhipped. The Targum of Fona-|thers , the promife he had made, confirmed by an 
than calls them trees of their adoration, underoath: hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty 
which they worfhipped ; though there was a wor-|hand , out of the land of Egypt: and redeemed you 
fhip paid to them, not indeed dire¢tly to them, or|out of the houfe of bondmen, where they were bond- 
for their fakes, but for the fake of the idols they}men to the Egyptians: from the hand of Pharaob 
were facred to, or were placed under them; fo Maz-|king of Egypt ; who detained them, and refufed to 
monides * {ays a tree which at firft was planted to be}let them go. 
worfhipped, is forbidden of any ufe (or profit) ;} y.@. Know therefore that the Lord thy God he is 
and this is the [wk or grove fpoken of in the|God, &c.] The only true and living God, and not 
law, a tree planted and lopped, of which a graven|the idols of the Gentiles, who are falfe and lifelefs 
image is‘made for an idol ; and fo the tree that has|ones, and therefore not the proper objets of ado- 
been worfhipped, though the body of it isnot for-|ration : the faithful God, which keepeth covenant 
bidden, all the fhoots and leaves, and the branches,|and mercy ; as appeared by fulfilling the promife 
and the fruits it produces all the time it is worfhip-|made to their fathers, in bringing them out of 
ped, are forbidden to be ufed : though the word|Zgypt, and now them to the borders of the land 
here ufed fometimes feems to fignify, not a grove|of Canaan given them for an inheritance: with 
of trees, but fome image itfelf, fince we read of it|them that love bim and keep his commandments to a 
in the temple, 2 Kimgs xxi. 7. and xxiii. 6. and|thoufand generations; fee Exod. xx. 6. which are 
burn their graven images with fire ; diftinguifhed|not the caufes or conditions of his covenant and 
from their molten images, which may be meant in|mercy, nor of his keeping them, but defcriptive of 
a preceding claufe, and which are particularly |the perfons that enjoy the benefit thereof. 
mentioned as to be deftroyed as well as thefe,] y.10. And repayeth them that hate him to their 
Numb. xxxiil. 52. face to deftroy them, &c.] Openly, publickly, and 
y. 6. For thou art an holy people unto the Lord|at once, they not being able to make any refiftance. 
thy God, &c.] Not fanctified in a fpiritual fenfe, |Ovnkelos interprets it in their life-time, and fo Farchi; 
or having principles of grace and holinefs in them, |which agrees with the Targums of Fonathan and Fe- 
from whence holy actions fprang, at leaft not allot |ru/alem : or to bis face‘; the face of God; that is, 
them ; but they were feparated from all other peo- |he will punifh them that hate him to his face, who 
ple in the world to the pure worfhip and fervice of|are audacious, bold, impudent finners ; finners be- 
God in anexternal manner, and therefore were to|fore the Lord, as the men of Sodom were, Gen. xiii. 
avoid all idolatry, and every appearance of it:|13. he will not be flack to him that bateth him, he 
the Lord thy God bath chofen thee to be a fpecial peo-|\will repay him to his face; not defer the execution of 
ple unto himfelf, above all people that are upon the\his judgment and vengeance, which may feem to 
face of the earth; for fpecial fervice and worthip, |lumber and linger, but will quickly and openly 
and to enjoy fpecial privileges and benefits, ciyil|bring it upon the finner ; this alfo the Chaldce pa- 
and religious ; though they were not chofen to fpe-|raphrafes explain as before. 
cial grace here, and eternal glory hereafter ; at) y. 11. Thou fhalt therefore keep the commandments, 
leaft not all of them, only a remnant.according to |and the flatutes, and the judgments, &c.] The laws, 
the eleétion of grace ; yet they were typical of the|moral, ceremonial, and judicial, urged thereunto . 
chofen people of God in a fpecial fenfe ; who are|both by promifes and threatenings, in hopes of re- 
chofen out of the world to be a peculiar people, |ward, and through. fear of punifhment : which. J 
to be holy here and happy hereafter ; toenjoy com-|command thee this day to do them; in the name 
munion with God in this life and that to come, jof the Lord, and by his authority ; by virtue 
‘as well as to ferve and glorify him now and for|jof which he made a new declaration of them, 
evermore. to put them in mind of them in order to obferve 
¥. 7. The Lord did not fet his love upon you, nor \them. 
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y. 12. Wherefore it foall comé to pafs, if ye 
hearken io thefe judgments, and keep and do them, 
&&c.] Attentively liften to the declaration made of 
them, and be careful to obferve them: shat the 
Lord thy God fhall keep unto thee the covenant and the 


mercy which he fware unto thy fathers; to bring them 
into the land of Canaan, and continue them in it ; 


DEUTRRONOMY, Chwits.12—240 
ftrength : but fbalt well remeniber what the Lord) 
thy God did unte Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt; ay 
people more numerous and potent than the Cana-, 
anites, among whom the Lord wrought fuch won-? 
derful things by his power, which obliged them to- 

let I/rael go, and his power was now the fame, he! 
could do as great things to the Canaaniles as he - 
had to the Egyptians; and as he had delivered thems 


yea to fend the Mefiah to them, and bring him 
the falvation’ of J/rael out of Zion, fee Luke i. 
68—73. 
y. ws And he will love thee, 8¢c.] As he has 
done, and reft in his love, and give further inftan- 
ces and proofs of it: and ble/s thee, and multipl) 
thee; that is, blefs thee with a multiplication of off 
fpring, which was what was often promifed to 4 
brabam, Ifaac and Facob; that their feed fhould be 
as the ftars.of heaven, the duft of the earth, anc 
the fand of the fea: be will alfo ble/s the fruit of 
thy womb; not only give ftrength to conceive, but 
carry on the pregnancy, preferve the foetus, and 
prevent mifcarrying : and the fruit of thy land, thy 
corn, and thy wine, and thine oil, which were the 
principal produce of it: the increafe of thy kine, and 
the flocks of tby foeep ; their larger and leffer cattle, 
oxen and fheep: ia the land which be fware unto 
thy fathers to give thee, the land of Canaan, given 
in promife, and that eftablifhed by an oath. 
y¥. 14. Thou [halt be bleffed above all people, &c.] 
Even with temporal bleffings, befides thofé of a 
religious kind; they having the oracles of God, 
the covenants, the giving of the law, the fervice of 
of God, and the promifes, Rom. iii. 1, 2. and ix. 
4. there jhall not be male or female barren among 
you ; which to be was reckoned a reproach, and 
the contrary a blefling, Luke i. 25. Pf, CRRVit. 6 
and cxxviil. 3, 4. or among your cattle, the Tar- 
gum of Fonathan is, nor thy beafts barren of wool, 
and milk, and lambs. 
15. And will take away from thee all ficknefs, 
&c.] Bodily ficknefs and difeafes, prevent the 
coming of them, or remove them when come: 
and will put none of the evil difeafes of Egypt (which 
thou knoweft) upon thee, meaning either the plagues 
that were inflicted upon them to oblige them to 
let the J/raelites go, of which they had perfect 
knowledge, or elfe fome noxious and naufeous dif. 
eafes, which were common among, and peculiar 
to, the Egydtions, particularly what is called the 
botch of Egypt; fee Exod. xv. 26. likewife the 
leprofy ; fee the note on Lev. xiii, 2. Deut. xxviii. 
27. but will lay them upon all them that ‘bate thee : 
- with which God fometimes punifhes his and his 
people’s enemies ; fee Fudgesv.9. Rev. XV. TO, 11, 
¥. 16. And thou foalt confume all the People which 
the Lord.thy God foall deliver thee, 8ec.] All the 
inhabitants of the land of Canaan, which the Lord 
fhould deliver into their hands ; them they were not 
‘to fpate, but utterly deftroy men, women and 
children : bine eye Jball have no pity upon them, 
{ee y. 2. and the note there: neither jhalt thou ferve 
their gods, for that will be a fnare unto thee; which 
will bring into utter ruin and deftruction ; fee Ex- 
od. xxii. 33. 
y. 17. 
Should have fecret thoughts arife in the heart, mif 
givings of heart, fears and doubts there, which 
though not outwardly exprefied, might be inwardly 
retained : the/e mations are more than I, \even to 
one, and perhaps any one of thetn as powerful as 
Yrael: how can I difpoffefs them? of the land they 
inherit, and take poileffion of it. 
y. 18. Thou foalt not be afraid of them, &c.} 
Neither on account of their number, nor their 


and the fiens, and the wonders, &ce.| 


3 ‘ 
If thou foalt fay in thine beart, &c.} 


out of the hands of the Egyptians, he could ast 
eafily deliver the Cazaanites into their hands, and» 
put them into the poffeffion of their country. 


¥. 19. The great temptations which thine eyes faw, 
racles wrought in Egypt; fee chap. iv. 34. and the 


mighty band, and ftretched out arm, wheréby the 
Lord thy God brought thee out; that is, out of B- 
egypt, which was an inftance and proof of his al- 


mighty power : fo fhall the Lord thy God do unto 


all the people of whom thou art afraid; not perform 
the fame miraculous operations among them, but 
exert the fame power in the deftruétion of thems 
and in difpoffeffing them of their land, as in deftroy- , 
ing the Egyptians, and delivering J/rael from among 
them. 


y..20. Moreover the Lord thy God will fend the 


hornet among them, 8c.) Not a fingle one, but 
feveral of them, and which may be underftood of 
creatures fo called, which refemble wafps, only 
cwice as large, an infect very bold and venomous’ 
fee Exod, xxiii. 28. Aben Ezra interprets it of the 
leprofy: until they that are left, and hide themfelves 
from thee be deftroyed , fuch of the Canaanites whe 
efcaped the fword of the [raelites, and hid them- 
{elves in holes and caverns of the earth; thefe the 
hornets would find out and fting them to death, 
antil they were all deftroyed. Thus God can make 
ufe of fmall creatures, even infects, to deftroy na+ 
tions the moft populous and mighty. 


y. 21, Thou foalt not be affrighted at them, &e.J 
At their numbers, nor at their gigantic ftature: 


for the Lord thy God is among you; in the taber- 


nacle, in the holy of holies, which was in the 
midft of them, and befides would give proof of 


his powerful prefence among them, in protecting 


them, and deftroying their enemies ; @ mighty God 


and terrible; mighty to fave his people and ter- 


rible to others. 


¥. 22. And the Lord thy God will put out thofe 


nations before thee by little and little, 8c.) Which 
is obferved for their encouragement, who feeing 
that all were not deftroyed at once, might fear 
the work would never be thoroughly accomplifhed ; 
fee Exod. xxiii. 30. thou mayeft not confume them at 
once; though it was in the power of their hands 


ro do it, there being fome wife reafons for fpari 
them a while, at leaft for not cutting them off all 
at once, and one follows: Jet the beafts of the field 


increafe upon thee, through fo many places being 


wafte without inhabitants, and there being none to 


deftroy thefe creatures ; and who therefore in courfe — 


would become more numerous, and fo more trov- 
blefome and diftrefling to the J/raelites. The Tar 
gum of Fonathan adds by way of explanation, “when — 
‘© they ‘fhall come to devour their carcafes”, the 
carcaies of the flain Canaanites; who, if deftroye 
at once, would be fo many that they would di At 
buried, which would invite the beafts of | 5 
co come out of their lurking places to ft 
them, and which might lead them on to mifchief 
among the [raelites. 
yt. 23. But the Lord thy God foall deliver 
unto thee, &cc.) Gradually, by litt 
antil at length they fhould all ‘cc 
2 


hands: and fhall defray them with a mighty deftruc- 
tion until they be deftrayed; even all of them. 


y¥. 24. And be foall deliver their kings into. thine 
band, %c.| Who were very numerous, for tho’ 


RONOMY.. 5 


God.;, tiot only the idal. itfelf, being put iii the 
place of,God, and fo derogatory to his honour and 
glory; but the gold and filver on it being devoted 
to a fuperftitious and idolatrous ufe; and even thé 


there were but feven. nations, there were more|taking of it and appropriating it to a man’s own, 


kings, even one and thirty, 70, xii. g—24. shou 
foalt deftroy their name from under heaven, not only 
deftroy the name of the reigning kings, fo as, that 
they fhould not be remembered and made mention 


ufe, was an abomination, and refented by the Lord 
as fuch. 

¥. 26. Neither fhait thou bring an abomination 
into thy houfe, &cc.] An idol, fo the Targum of 


of any more, but put an end, to the name and} Jonathan, the abominations of idols and their uten- 
race of kings among them, fo that they fhould}fils, or what is miniftred to them, with any thing 
never have any more, as they never had: shere|that appertains to them, or is ufed in the.fervice. of 
foall no man be able to fiand before thee, until thou\them, as well as the gold and filver upon them ; 
have deftroyed them, the nations and their kings, {this care’ was taken as much. as poflible to prevent 

¥. 25. Lhe. graven images of their gods ball ye\idolatry, and all appearance of it; and to fhew 
burn with fire, &c.) Which is repeated from ¥..5.]what might lead on and be a temptation. to it: 
that it might be the more obferved and ftrictly |/eé thou be a curfed thing like it ; as an idol is, and 
performed, and which unlefs done, they could not|fo is every one that worfhips it; fot what more 
expect the utter deftruction of their enemies; who |expofes to the curfé of God than idolatry, a breach 
were left in the land to try and prove them with|of the firft table of the law? and therefore fub- 
refpect to this very thing: thou fhalt not defire the|jeCts a man to the curfe of it; nay, the bringing 
Silver or gold that is on them, the raiment of gold|of an idol into a man’s houfe brings a curfe into 
er filver with which they were bedecked, or the]it, and makes him liable thereunto; for if the 
plates of gold and filver, with which they were}curfe enters into the houfe of the thief or perjurer, 
covered, or any ornament about them, as chains{much more into the houfe of a man guilty of 
and the like, that were of either of thefe metals; |idolatry in any degree of it; fee Zech. v. 3, 4. but 
fee Ezek. xvi. 16, 17, 18. Fer. x. 9. nor take it| thou fhalt utterly deteft it, the Targum of ‘Fonathan 
unto thee, left thou be fnared therein, nor take it|adds, as the pollution of an abominable thing : and 
into their poffeffion, or bring it into their houfes, | tou fhalt utterly aibor it, for it is a curfed thing ; 
as in the next verfe, left they fhould be under a|devoted to deftruction; and to have any thing to 
temptation to worthip it, or keep. it as a fuperiti-|do with it is the way to entail a curfe, and bring 


tious relick : for it is au abomination to the Lord thy\to everlafting ruin and deftruction; fee Rev. xxi. 8. 


CoH ATP: ~ Vit, 


| to obferve the commands of God, and urges 
the Jfraelites to it, from the confideration of the 
great and good things God had done for them in 
the wildernefs, and even in. thofe inftances which 
were chaftifements, and were of an humbling na- 
ture, ¥. 1—6. and on the confideration of the 
bleflings of the good land they were going to 
poflefs, ¥. 7, 8,9. for which bleflings they are 
exhorted to be thankful, and are cautioned againft 
pride of heart through them, and forgetfulnefs of 
God, and of his goodnefs.to them whilft in the 
wildernefs, and when brought into the land of Ca- 
naan, which they were to aicribe to his power and 
goodnefs and not their own, ¥. rc—18. and the 
chapter is concluded with a warning againft ido- 
-latry, left they perifh through it as the nations be- 
fore them, ¥. 19, 20. 


¥. 1. All the commandments which I command thee 
this day, foall ye obferve to do, &c] It is repeated 
over and over again, to imprefs it on their minds, 
and to fhew the importance and neceffity of it, 


how greatly it was expected from them, and how. 


much it was incumbent on them: shat ye may live 
and multiply, and goin, and poffefs the land which 
the Lord fware unto your fathers, for, their tempo- 
ral life, and the mercies and comforts of it, the 
_ multiplication of their offspring, and of their 
fubftance, their entrance into the land of Canaan, 
pofleffion of it, and continuance in it, all depen- 
ded on their obedience to the commands of God; 
fee chap. xix. 30. 


.. ¥. 2. And.thou foalt remember all ihe way which 


the Lord thy God led thee thefe forty years in the 
_ wildernefs, 8¢c.] For this was now the fortieth 


ow ewe 


N this chapter Mo/es répeats the exhortation |year of their coming otit of Egyps into the wilder- 


nefs, into which they. quickly came after their de- 
parture from thence, and had been in one wilder- 
nefs or another ever fince, in which God went be- 
fore them in a pillar of cloud and fire, and di- 
rected their way ; and now they are called upon to 
remember all the occurrences in the way, what fa- 
vours and mercies had been beftowed upon them, 
what provifions had been made for them, what 
enemies they had been delivered from. or over- 
come, as well as what afflictions and chaftifements 
had attended them: and fo. the people of God 
fhould call to.mind how they were brought to fee 
their wildernefs-{tate and condition by nature ; how 
they were brought out of it, and ftopt in their 
career of fin, and turned from their evil ways and 
led to Chrift ; what gracious promifes have been 
made to them; what light has been afforded them ; 
what communion they have had with God; what 
pleafure in his ordinances; what food they have 
been fed with; what temptations have befallen 
them, and how delivered out of them; and what 
afflictions have-been. laid upon them, and how fup- 
ported under them, and freed from them: fe 
bumble thee; under the mighty hand of God, to 
bring down the pride of their hearts and hide it 
from them; to lay them low in their own eyes, 
and clothe them with humility, that the Lord a- 
lone might be exalted : and to prove thee, whether 
they would be obedient to his laws, or how they 
would behave towards him both in profperity and 
adverfity, and to try their graces, their faith and 
patience, fear and love: to know what was in thine 
heart; that is, to make it known to themfelves and 
others; for God knew.all that was in it, the wick- 
ednefs-of it, the unbelief, rebellion, and asa: 

nels 


$2 
nefs of it, and needed not any ways ard means to 
get into the knowledge of it; fee 2 Chron. xxxil. 
31. whether thou would/t keep bis commandments or 
wo; which they had in fuch a folemn manner pro- 
mifed to do; chap. v. 27, 28, 29. 

y. 3. And he humbled thee, &c.] Or afflicted 
thee with want of bread: and fuffered thee to bun- 
ger; that there might be an opportunity of fhew- 
ing his mercy, and exerting his power: and fed 
thee with manna, which thou kneweft not, neither 
did thy fathers know , a fort of food they had ne- 
ver feen before, and when they faw it, knew not 
what it was, but afked what is it? Exod. xvi. 15. 
Thus the Lord humbles his people by his fpirit 
and grace, and brings them to fee themfelves to be 
in want, and creates in them defires after fpiritual 
food, and feeds them with Chrift the hidden man- 
na, whofe perfon, office, and grace they were be- 
fore ignorant of : that he might make thee know, 
that man doth not live by bread only; which is the 
ftay and ftaff of life, and which ftrengthens man’s 
heart, and is the main fupport of it, being the or- 
dinary and ufual food man lives upon, and is put 
for all the reft: dut by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live; not fo 
much by the food he eats, as by the bleffing of 
God upon it, and who can make one fort of food 
as effectual for fuch a purpofe as another ; for every 
creature of God is good being received with thank- 
fulnefs, and fanétified by the word and prayer ; 
and particularly he could and did make fuch light 


DEUTERONOMY. Chwiii 3. 5-5) 


explains it, which is often the cafe in long jour 
nies ; the Septuagint verfion is, did not become cal- 
fous; a calloufnefs or hardnefs is frequently pro- 
duced by travelling; in chap, xxix. 5. it is €x- 
plained of the fhoes on their feet'not waxing old; 
fo Ben Melech, and the Targums of Onkelos and fona= 
than, and the Syriac and Arabic verfions here, * thy 
“¢ feet were not naked’’, were not without fhoes; thefé 
were no more wore out by travel than their clothes 
upon their backs, and this was equally as miraculous? 
the Gideonttes pretending to come from a far coun- 
try, and to have travelled much, and Jong, put , 
on old garments and old thoes, to make it pro- 
bable and plaufible, Yo/h. ix. 5,13. This may be 
an emblem of the perfeverance of the faints in faith 
and. holinefs : fhoes upon the feer denote a gofpel- 
converfation, which is very beautiful, Cam#. vii. 1. 
the feet of faints being fhod with the preparation 
of the gofpel of peace; which, as fhoes to the feet, 
guides and directs the chriftian walk, ftrengthens 
and makes fit for walking, keeps tight and pre- 
ferves from flipping and falling, and proteéts from 
what is hurtful, accompanied by the power and 
grace of God. 

¥. 5. Thou foalt alfo confider in thine heart, 8cc.] 
Frequently think of, and meditate upon, revolve 
in their thoughts, well weigh in their minds, and 
take into thorough and deliberate confideration in 
their hearts; it being a matter of great moment 
and importance to them for their peace and com- 
fort and the glory of God, namely what follows : 


food as manna was, to anfwer all the purpofes of|that as a man chafteneth bis fon, fo the Lord thy God 


folid bread for the fpace of forty years in the wil- 
dernefs ; the Targum of Jonathan is, “ but by all 
«s which is created by the Word of the Lord is the 
<< life of man;” which feems to agree with 1 Zim. 
iv. 3, 4. forthe meaning is not that the J/raelfes in 


chafteneth thee; that they ftood in the fame relation 
to God as a fon to a father, and therefore happy 
and honourable ; that all their affli€tions came from 
God, were appointed, fent, direéted and over-ruled 
by him for his own glory and their good; that 


the wildernefs, and when come into the land of|thefe were the chaftenings and correétions of a fa- 


Canaan fhould not live by corporal food only, but 
by obedience to the commands of God, by means 
of which they fhould continue under his protec- 
tion, which was indeed their cafe; nor that man does 
not live in his body only by bread, but in his foul 
alfo by the word of God, and the doétrines of it, 
which is certainly true; fpiritual men live a fpiritual 
life on Chrift, the Word of God, and bread of life, 


ther, and were not done in wrath but in love, and 
therefore fhould be patiently endured ; and it‘ be- 
came them to confider well irom what hand they 
came, and in what manner, and for what ends and 
purpofes, how they ought to behave under them, 
and what they fhould do, as follows. ; 

¥. 6. Therefore thou fhalt keep the commandments 
of the Lord thy God, &c.] Not only becaufe they 


and on the gofpel and the truths of it, the wholfome]are the commands of God, and of a covenant= 
words of our Lord Jefus, and are nourifhed up}God and father, which are reafons fufficient for 
with the words of faith and found doétrine, by|the obfervance of them; but becaufe the Lord had 
means of which their fpiritual life is fupported and] dealt fo bountifully with them, in providing food 
‘maintained ; but this is not what is here intended.{and raiment for them in the wildernefs, which al- 

y. 4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, &c.\)ways continued with them; and becaufe when he 
They wanted not clothes all the forty years they} afflicted them; it was a fatherly chaftifement, with 


were in the wildernefs ; which fome account for by 
the rifing generation being fupplied with the clothes 
of thofe that died in the wildernefs, and with the 
fpoils they took from Amalek, Exod. xvii. 1. and 
others, as 4ben Ezra obferves, remark that they 
brought much clothes with them out of Egypt, 
which no doubt they did; fee Exod. xii. 35. 
and he adds, as worthy of notice, that the manna 
they lived upon did not produce fweat, which is 
prejudicial to clothes ; but be it fo, that they were 
“fufficiently provided with clothes, it muft be mira- 
culous that thefe clothes they wore fhould not wax 
old. This in a fpiritual fenfe may denote the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift, which is often compared to 
raiment, the property of which is that it never 
waxes old, wears out, or decays; it is an everlaft- 
ing righteoufnefs, and will never be abolifhed, but 
will anfwer for the faints in a time to come; fee 


great tendernefs and compaffion, and for their 
good ; all which laid them under obligations to 
keep the commands of God, whatfoever he had 
enjoined them, whether of the moral, ceremonial, 
or judicial kind: to walk in bis ways, and to fear 
him; to walk in the ways he direéted, to be under 
an awe of his majefty, a fear of offending him, 
and a reverential affection for him, fuch as chil- 
dren have to a father. righ 
¥. 7. For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a@ 
good land, &c.] ‘The land of Canaan, abounding 
with good things after enumerated, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, having in it plenty of every 
thing both for convenience and delight; which is — 
another reafon why they were under obligations to r 
to ferve the Lord, to walk in his ways and— 
his commandments: @ land of past of water; 
rivers and torrents, fuch as Jordan, Jabbok, Ki-~ 


If-\i. 6; 8. Dan. ix. 24. neither did thy foot fwell\foon, Kedron, Cherith and others: of fountains; as 


thefe forty years or puff up like pafte, as Farchi 


Siloam, Gikon, Etam, the baths of Tiberias and 
2 others : 


‘ 
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thers : and depths that {pring ont of vallies and bills s\and it was not unufual for people of other-nations 
deep waters, caverns, wells and jakes which had their/ to make honey of the fruit of them. Herodotus® re- 
rife from fuch places, of which there were many.|ports, that the Babylonians made honey out of 
With this agrees the account of it by our country-|palm-trees ; fo the Arabs call honey of palm-trees, 
man, Mr. Sandys ¢, as it was inthe beginning of the] Dids, Disis, Dipfo*, the fame with the word here 


laft century; that it was adorned with beautiful/ufed; agreeable to which both the Targums of Fo- 
mountains and luxurious vallies, the rocks produ-|sathan and Ferufalem paraphrafe the words, ‘* out 
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cing excellent waters, and no part empty of de-|‘* of whofe palm-trees honey is made.” 


light or profit. 


¥. 9. A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without 


y¥. 8. A land of wheat and barley, &c.] There} fcarcenefs, &c | That is, fhould have plenty of 
were two harvefts in it, one a barley-harveft, whichj all forts of provifions, which dread is often put for 
began at the paffover, and the other a wheat-har-| thou halt not lack any thing in it, for neceffity and 


veft, which began at pentecoft: inftances of the 
great plenty of thefe might be obferved in the vaft 
quantities confumed in the times of So/omoz, in his 
houfhold, and in the yearly diftribution he made 
to Hiram, 1 Kings iv. 22, 28. and v. 11. 2 Chron. 
ij. 10. yea there was fuch plenty of wheat in this 


convenience, and for delight and pleafure: a land 
whofe fiones are iron; in which were iron mines: 
and out of whofe bills thou mayeft dig brafs; both 
which are taken out of the earth and the ftones of 
it, Fo) xxviii. 2. and were to be found in the land 
of Canaan, and particularly in the tribe of Aer, 


Jand, that it not only fupplied the inhabitants of}as feems from chap. xxxiii. 25. and more particu* 


it, but even furnifhed other countries with it ; with 
this the merchants of J/rae/ and) Fudab traded at 
the market of Tyre, Ezek. xxvii. 17. fee Ads xii. 
20. According to the Fewi/h writers the beft fine 
wheat-flour was at Mechumas and Mezoxichab, 
and the next to them was Chephraim or Ephraim, 
in the valley »: ad vines; with which this land 
abounded every where ; the places moft noted were 
Lebanon, Efhcol, Engedi, Afcalon, Gaza and Sarepta ; 
according to the dbove writers‘ Cerotim and Hato- 
lim were the firft for wine, and the fecond to them 
were Beth Rimah and Beth Laban in the mountain, 
and Caphar Sigmab in the valley ; the wine of Sha- 
ron is allo highly commended by them *: and fig- 
trees and pomegranates ; according to Fofepbus ' the 
country of Genefaret furnifhed with the beft grapes 
and figs for ten months without intermiffion, and 
the reft of fruits throughout the whole year. Figs 
and pomegranates, the fpies brought with them 
when they returned from fearching the land, as 
well as grapes, are a fpecimen of the fruits of it, 
Numb. xiii. 23. a land of oil-olive; the mount of 
Olives was famous for olive trees, and had its name 


larly at Sidon and Sarepta, which were in that tribe; 
the latter of which feems to have its natne from 
the melting of metals there, and the former is faid 
in Homer * to abound with brafs, 

wy. 10. When thou haft eaten and art full, then 
thou foalt blefs the Lord thy God, &c.] “For as the 
Lord would furnifh them with plenty of food, 
they might eat of it liberally, provided they did 
not indulge to intemperance, as every one may 
whom God has bleffed with a fulnefs of good 
things ; and this fhews that we are to return thanks 
to God for a plentiful meal, as well as to afk a 
bleffing on it: for the good land which he bath 


given thee; which fupplied them with fuch plenty 


that they enjoyed full meals every day. 

¥. 11. Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God, &c.] The father of mercies, and fountain 
of goodnefs, the author and donor of every good 
and perfect gift. Plenty is apt to induce a for- 
getfulnefs of God, when on the contrary one 
would think it fhould keep him in continual re- 
membrance, and engage to daily thankfulnefs to 
him: in not keeping his commandments, and bis 


from thence; the whole land abounded with them,| judgments, and his flatutes, which I command thee 


and though oil was fo much in common ufe with 


this day; gave a repetition of and in the name of 


the Yews, they fupplied their neighbours with it;|God afrefh enjoined them, even laws moral, ce- 
fee 1 Kings v. 11. 2 Chron. v. 10. Ezek. xxvii. 17.|remonial and judicial, which when not obferved 


It was ufual alfo, as we are told, for the ten tribes 
to fend oil into Egypt ™; according to the Fewifh 
doctors Tekoah was the firft place for oil, and the 
fecond Ragad beyond Fordan *, very probably the 
fame with Argob, chap. iii. 4. and honey; befides 
the great quantities of honey produced by bees in 


God. is forgotten. 

y. 12. Leff when thou baft eaten and art full, 
&c.] Not only once and again, but continually 
day after day, being indulged with great plenty : 
and haft built goodly houfes, and dwelt therein; who 
for 40 years had only dwelt in tents, moving from 


this country, there was much of another fort that|place to place in the wildernefs. 


dropped from trees, called wild honey, the food of 
Fobn the Baptift in the wildernefs, Matt. iii. 4. 
Pliny ° {peaks of a fort of honey which he calls 
Eleomeli or oil-honey, which is faid to flow from 
the olive-trees in Syria ; but this honey here is ge- 
nerally thought by the Fewi/h writers to be an ho- 
ney which was made of the fruit of palm-trees, 
frequent in this country, and efpecially about 7e- 

richo ; of which Fofephus * fays, that the palm-trees 
~ about Yericho, the fatter of them (é. e. of the fruit 
of them) being prefled emit a large quantity of ho- 
ney fcarce exceeded by any; and Maimonides? fays, 
that the honey fpoken of in the law, particularly in 
this place, is honey of palm-trees, fo Ben Melech ; 


the 
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y. 13. And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, 
&c.] Having good pafture for them in fo fruit- 
ful a land: and thy filver and thy gold is multiplied ; 
by trading with other nations: and all that thou 
haft is multiplied, children, fervants and fub- 
ftance. 

y. 14. Then thine heart be lifted up, &c.] As 
the heart is apt to be when riches increafe ; hence 
the advice in t Tim. vi. 17. and thou forget the Lord 
thy God ; from whom all good things come, and 
who can take them away when he pleafes, and 
therefore fhould be ever kept in mind, for ever 


looked to and trufted in for the continuance of 


them ; yet fuch is the evil heart of man, and fuch 


K 


/ 
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the ftupifying nature of riches, that they bring on| y. 17. And thou fay in thine heart, &c] Thefe 
forgetfulnefs of the author of them, lead off trom| words are in connection with the former part of the 
dependence on him and obedience to him; in or-|14th verle : and thou forget the Lord thy God; 
der to prevent which, an enumeration is given of|the author and giver of all the good things enjoyed, 
wonderful inftances of divine goodnefs to J/rael,\and think within themielves, though they might 
as follows : which brought thee forth out of the land|not exprefs it in words at length : my power aud the 
of Ezypt, from the kouje of bondage ; into a landjmight of mine hand bath gotten me this wealth ; 
abounding with all the above good things, and/fo afcribing that to themfelves, their labour, and 
therefore it muft be the higheft ingratitude to for-| diligence, which ought to be afcribed to the bounty. 


get fuch a God, and difobey his commands. 

¥. 15. Who led thee through that great and ter- 
rible wildernefs, &c.] The wilderneis of Paran, 
which was great and large, reaching from Sinai to 
Kadefo, eleven days journey, and terrible to the 
fight, nothing being to be feen but dry rocks and 
barren mountains; fee ch. i. 19. and efpecially 
for what follows : wherein were fiery ferpents and 
feorpicns , fiery ferpents, fuch as bit the //raelites, 
of which fee Numb. xxi. 6. and fcorpions, a kind 
of ferpents, venomous and mifchievous, which 
have ftings in their tails they are continually thrutt- 
ing out and ftriking with, as Pinay fays* ; and 
have their name from their great fting; for ari- 
fotle * fays, this alone of infects hasa large fting : 
and drought where there was no water; a dry and 
barren place where no water was to be had ; fee P/ 
Ixiii. 1. or it may be rather another kind of {fer- 
pents may be meant, which is called Dip/as, and{fo 
the Vulgate Latin, Septuagint, and Samaritan ver- 
fions render it ; the biting of which produces fuch 
a thirft as proves mortal, and which mutt be into- 
lerable in a wildernefs where no water is; and from 
whence it has its name, which fignifies thirfty, as 
does the Hebrew word here ufed: who brought thee 
forth water out of the rock of flint; which was done 
both at Horeb and Kade/h, Exed. xvii. 6. Numb. 
xx. I1. and was very extraordinary ; by ftriking 
flint fire is ordinarily produced, and not water. 
Dr Sha obferves * , that it may be more properly 
named, with other forts of granite marble here to 
be met with, the rock of Amethy/t, from their red- 
difh or purple colour and complexion. 

y. 16. Who fed thee in the wildernefs with manna, 
&c.] Even all the forty years they were in it, 
Exed xvi. 35. which thy fathers knew not , when 
they firft faw it, Exod. xvi. 15. that be might bum- 
ble thee, and that he might prove thee, they were 


and bleffing of God ; fee Hof. xii. 8. 

¥. 18. But thou fhalt remember the Lord thy God, 
&c.] That he was the author of their beings, the 
God of their lives and mercies; what great and 
good things he had done for them in Agypt, and 
in the wildernefs , and particularly in putting them 
into the poffeffion of fuch a fruitful country, 
abounding with all that heart could with for : for 
itis he that giveth thee power to get wealth; tor 
though men may have feeming opportunities for 
getting wealth, may have capaciues for the manage~ 
ment of bufinefsyfor the acquifition of it, and 
may not be wanting in diligence and indultry, yet 
may not attain it; it is the blefling of God that 
makes rich, and to that it fhould be imputed 
whenever it is enjoyed ; fee P/ cxxvil. 2. Prov. 
x. 22. Eccl. ix. 11. t Chron. xxix, 12. that be may 
eftablife kis covenant which be {ware unio thy faibers, 
as itis this day, that he would give the land of Ca- 
naan to their feed, and make them a rich and flou- 
rifhing people, as they would be and weie when pof- 
feffed of the land, which is fuppofed througiuout 
this difcourfe. 

¥.19. And it foall be, if thou do at all forget ike 
Lord thy God, &c.| Either the mercies they re- 
ceived from him, not acknowledging they came 
from him, but afcribing them to themfelves ; or 
their duty to him, to whom they were fo greatly 
obliged : end walk after other gods, and ferve them, 
and worfoip them , which would be to torget him 
indeed, torfaking his worfhip, and giving homage 
and adoration to. idols, whichis what is intended 
by thefe expreffions: I seffify againft you. this day 
that ye foall furely perifp 5 by one judgment and ca- 
lamity or another, as the fword, tamine, peitilence, 
and captivity ; there being nothing more provoking 
to God than idolatry, which fo much detraéts trom 
his honour and glory ; and which befides, in fuch 


kept humble, being dependent on God for'their'a people, fo highly favoured of God, it argued the 
daily bread, having nothing in the wildernefs to}bafeft ingratitude. 


fupporsthemfelves with ; and this tried them, whe- 


y.20. As the nations which the Lord defirexeth 


ther they would truft in God for their daily fupply,|Lefore your face, fo fall ye perifo, &c.| Be cutofe 
and be thankful for it, or no : /o do thee gocd at thy\by the fword, or caft out as they vere, the fame 
latter end ; that by living on fuch light bread, and/jfins, particularly idolatry, being committed by 
this only and continually, his goodnefs might ap-|them. ‘This is'to be underftood of the feven nations 
pear the greater, and be the fweeter to them, whenjof the land of Canaan, which the Lord would be 
they came into a land abounding with all good |gradually deftroying when J/rael came into the 
things ; which is not to be underftood of the lat-|poffeffion of their land; and they might righteoufly 
ter end and laft days of their commonweal:h, as|expeét the fame treatment, fhould they be guilty 
our verfion, with the Septuagint, Samaritan, Arabic\of the fame fins : becaufe ye would not be obedient 
verfions, and others, and the Targum of Onkelos ;|to the voice of the Lord.your God; exprefied in his 
but of time following nearer, and the phrafe fhould |law, efpecially in the two firft precepts of it, which 
be rendered hereafter ’ ; which better agrees with {require the worfhip of ene Ged, and forbid the wor- 
the promife of adivine bleffing ; though, come |fhipping of idols ; or to the Word of the Lord, 
when it would, it was the more acceptable for the }as the Targum of Jonathan, Ckrift, the effential 


“trial; as heaven will be the fweeter to the faints, | Word, in whom the name of the Lord was, and 


through the afflictions, hardfhips, ftraits, and dif-}whofe voice J/rae/ was to obey, Excd. xxiii. 20, 
ficulties, which attend them here. 2%, 22. Wp Wriko<y 
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Y SMV" tandem, Tigurine verfion, Vatablus, Pifcator ; pofthac, Noldius, p. 180, No. 807. 


~ 


ot 24 
7 vs as iit. 
alf ot. 


™ J 
P 4 


Chixy.i—s. DEUTERONOMY. ,. 


Cone a: Pa: 


-N this chapter the J/raelites are affured of the|lieve it: shat the Lord thy God is be which gocth over 
I ejection of the Canaanites, though fo great and before thee as a con/uming Jire 5 did not only go be- 
mighty, to make room forthem, y. 1, 2, 3: and | fore them over the river Jordan, in a pillar of cloud 
they are cautioned not to attribute this to theirown jand fire, to guide and direct them, and was asa 
riehteoufnefs, but to the wickednefs of the nations | wall of fire around them to protect and defend 
which deferved to be fo treated, and to the taithful- them, but asa confuming fire before which there 
nefs of God in performing his promife made to]is no {tanding, to deftroy their enemies ; fee ch. 
their fathers, ¥. 4,5, 6. and that it might appear, |iv. 24. Heb. xii. 29. be shall defiroy them, and he 
that it could not be owing to their righteoufnels, it |/bad/ bring them down before thy face; be they as great 
is affirmed and proved that they had been a rebel-jand as mighty, as large and as tall as they’ may, 
lious and provoking people from their coming out}they’ll not be able to ftand before the Lord, but 
of Egypt to that time, as was evident from their | will foon be made low, and be eafily brought down 
idolatry at Hore, a particular account of which}|to the earth by him, and to utter deftruétion ; 
is given, and of the difpleafure of the Lord at it,| which would be done in apublic and vifible manner, 
y. 7—21. and of their murmurings, with which] fo as that the hand of the Lord would be feenin it 
they provoked the Lord at other places, y. 22, 23, by the Tjraelites : fo foalt thou drive them out, and de- 
24. and the chapter is clofed with an account of [firey them quickly, as the Lord hath faid unto thee ; 
the prayer of Adojes for them at Horeb, to avert the| that is, the tar greater part of them, and fo many 


wrath of God from them for their making and 
worfhipping the golden calf, y. 25—29. 


y. 1. Hear O Irael, &c.] A paule being made 
after the delivery of the preceding difcourfe ; or 
perhaps what follows might be delivered at another 


asto make room for the J/reelites, and which was 
quickly done. The Fews commonly fay*, that 
they were feven years in fubduing the land; other- 
wife they were not to be driven out and deftroyed 
at once, but by little and little; fee ch. vii. 22, 
¥.4. Speak not. thou in thine heart, &c ] Never 


time, at fome little diitance ; and which being of}once think within thyfelf, or give way to fuch a 


moment and importance to the glory of God, and 
that J/rae! might have a true notion of their duty, 
they are called upon to liften with attention to what 
was now about tobe faid : thou art to pafs over For- 
dan this day , not precifely that very day, but in a 


vain imagination, and pleafe thyfelf with it : after 
that the Lord thy God hath caft them out from before: 
thee; tomake way for the J/raelites, and put them 
into the pofleffion of their land; which is to be 
afcribed notto them, butto the Lord: faying, for 


fhort time after this; for it was on the firft day of | my righteou/ne/s the Lord hath brought me in to po 
theeleventh month, that Mofes began the repetition | /e/s this land ; fucha thought as this was not to be 
of the laws he was now going on with, ch, i. 3. and|fecretly cherifhed in their hearts, and much lefs ex- 
it was not until the tenth day of the firft month of|preffed with their lips; nothing being more fo- 
the next year that the people paffed over Yordan,|reign from truth than this, and yet a notion they 


Folb. iv. 19. which was about two months after this : 
io go in and poffe/s nations greater and mightier than 
thyfelf ; the feven nations named ch. vil. 1. where 
the fame characters are given of them : cities great 
and fenced up to heaven ; asthey were faid to be by 
the fpies, ch. i. 28. and were no doubt both large 
and {trongly fortified, and not to be eafily taken by 
the J/raelites, had not the Lord been with them, 


a 2. A people great and tall, &c.) Of a large 
bulky fize, and of an high ftature, fo that the {pies 
feemed to be as grafhoppers ‘to them, Numb, xiii. 
33. the children of the Anakim, whom thou knoweft ; 
by report, having had an account of them by the 
fpies, who defcrived them as very large bodied 
men, and of a gigantic {tature, the defcendants of 
one Anak, a giant; and fo-the Targum of Fona- 
than, ‘* a people {trong and high like the giants ; ” 
from thefe Bene Anak, children of Anak, or Phene 
Anak, as the words might be pronounced, the ini- 
tial letter of the firft word being of the fame 


found, Bochart * thinks the country had its name of 


Phenicia: and of whom thou haji heard fay, who 
can fland before the children of Anak ? or the chil- 
dren of the giants, as the Targums of Onkelos and 


Jonathan ; which they had heard either from the 


were prone to entertain. They were always a peo- 
ple, more or lefs, from firft to laft, tainted with 
a conceit of their own righteoufnefs and goodnefs, 
which they laboured to ettablifh, and were ready 
to attribute all the good things to it they enjoyed ; 
and nothing is more natural to men, than to fancy 
they fhall be brought to the heavenly Canaan, by 
and for their own righteoufnefs ; which is contrary 
to the perfections of God, his purity, holinefs, 
and juftice, which can never admit of an imperfect 
righteouinefs in the room of a perfect one; to juf- 
tity any one thereby, iscontrary to the gofpel-fcheme 
of falvation ; which is not by works of righteouf- 
nefs men have done, but by the grace and mercy of 
God through Chrift ; ic would make ufelefs, null, 
and void, the righteoufnefs of Chrift, which only 
can juttify men in the fight of God, give a title 
to heaven and happinefs, and an abundant entrance 
into it; and would occafion boafting, not only ia 
the prefent ftate, but even in heaven itfelf ; where- 
as the fcheme of falvation is fo framed and fixed, 
that there may be no room for boafting, here or 
hereafter :, fee Rem, iii. 27, 28. Eph. ii. 8, 9. Tit. 
iii. 5, 7. but for the wickednefs of thefe nations the 
Lord doth drive them out from before thee ; namely, 
their idolatry, inceft, and other notorious crimes ; 


{pies who had fuggefted the fame, Numb. xiii. 31. \fee Lev. xviii. 3—28. which fufficiently juftifies 
or as acommon proverb in the mouths of moft}God in all his dealings with thefe nations. 


people in thofe days. 


¥..5. Not for thy righteoufnefs, or for the up- 


¥. 3. Underfiand therefore this day, 8c.) Or be|rightne/s of thine heart, &c.] Neither for their ex- 


jt known to you for your encouragement, and be- 


# Canaan, 1.1. c. 1. col. 346. 


ternal righteoufneis before men, or their outward 
conformity 


* Seler Olam Rabba, c. 11. p. 31, 32. 
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conformity to the law, nor for the inward ererity ‘Se we ony were fuch a people as here defcribed, 
ir hearts, and their upright intentions in do- |{everai inttances are given. . 

ee de, in which they rae doft thou\ y. 7. Remember and forget not how thou provokedft 
goto poffe/s their land ? this is repeated, and-enlar-|the Lord thy God to wrath in the wildernefs, &c.] 
ged on, and explained, that this notion might be|dben Ezra remarks that this was after they jour- 
entirely removed from them, and not entertained|neyed from Horeb; but before they came thither, 
by them ; fimilar to which is that of men, who]even as foon as they were in the wildernefs they 
fancy that their fincere obedience, though imper-}provoked the Lord, as by their murmuring for 
feet, will be accepted of God inftead of a perfect} water at Marah, when they had been but three 
one, on account of which they fhall be juftified | days in the wildernc{s; and for bread in the wilder~ 
and faved ; but by the deeds of the law no flefh liv- nels of Sim, and for water again at Rephidim ; all 
ing can be juttified in the fight of God, nor by any}which were before they came to Horeb or Sinai; 
works of righteoufnefs done by the beft of men,|and which agrees with what follows : from the day. 
and in the beft manner they are capable of, will any |#hat thou didjt depart cut of the land of Egypt unssb 
be faved ; but for the wickednefs of thofe nations the|ye came unto this place, ye have been rebellious againft 
Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee ; the Lord ; though they had fuch a feries of mer- 
which is repeated, that it might be taken notice|cies, yet their lite was a continued courfe of rebel- 
of as the true reafon of the Lord’s dealing with |lion againft the Lord ; which is a fad character of 
them in fuch feveriry ; and which becaule it would them indeed, and given by one that thoroughly 
be now doing, when the J/raelites pafled over For-|knew them, was an eye-witnefs of facts, and had. 
daz, and went in to poffefs the land, it is exprefled|a hearty refpect for them too, and cannot be 
in the prefent tenfe doth drive, the work being not |thought to exaggerate things 3 fo that they were far 
yet finifhed ; fin was the caufe of their ejection out |from being righteous perfons in themfelves, nor was 
of their land, and another thing was the reafon of |there any reafon to conclude it was for their righ- 
the [/raelites pofieffing it, and not their righteouf- |teou{nefs the land of Cenaaz was given them. 
nefs next exprefled : and that be may perform the| y.8. Alfo in Horeb ye provoked the Lord to wrath, 
word which the Lord fware unto thy fathers, Abra-\&c.] The word alfo thews that they had provoked 
bam, Ifaac, and Facob ; it was to fulfil his cove-|him before, but this inftance is given as a very no- 
nant, and make good his word of promife to their|torious one; here they made the golden calf and 
fathers, and noton account of any righteoufnefs of worfhipped it, whilft Mofes was on the mount with 
theirs; and the falvation of the Lord’s people in a|God, receiving inftructions from him for their 
fpiritual fenfe, and their enjoyment of the heavenly |good. Near to this place a rock had been {mitten 
Canaan, are Owing to the gracious purpofes and for them, from whence flowed water for the refrefh- 
promifes of God, and to his covenant-engage- ment of them and their cattle ; here the Lord ap- 
ments, as well as to the undertakings, obedience, |peared in the glory of his majefty to them, and 
and righteoufnefs of his Son, and not to any|from hence, for it is the fame mount with Sizai, 
righteoufnels of theirs. the law was given to them in fuch an awful and 

y. 6. Underftand therefore that the Lord thy God|terrible manner ; and yet none of thefé things were 
giveth thee not this good land to poffe/s st for thy rigb- fufficient to rettrain them from provoking the Lord- 
teoufnefs, &c.] This is again repeated to imprefs it|to wrath by their fins: /o that the Lord was angry 
upon their minds, that it was not for any goodnefs | wth you to have deftroyed you; fo very angry with 
of theirs, but asa gift of divine goodnels to them, them, and fo juftly, that he ptopofed to Mofes to 
that they were put into the poffeflion of the good deftroy them, and make of him a great nation in 
land, which greatly exceeded any merits of theirs, |their room, Lwod, xxxii. ro. | ; 
and was entirely owing to the kindnefs of Godto] ¥.9. When I was gone up into the mount to re- 
them, and not to any righteoufnefs of theirs; and ceive the tables of ftone, Sc | Ihe tables of the law, 
this he frequently inculcates, that they might have the fame law which forbid idolatry, and which 
a thorough underftanding of it. And fo the doc-jthey had lately heard from the mouth of God him- 
trines of juftification by the righteoufnefs of Chri/?, |lelf : even the tables of the covenant which the Lord 
and not man’s, and of falvation by the grace of |made with you; which they had agreed unto, and fo- 
God, and not the works of men, are paints of lemnly promifed they would obferve and do, Exed. 
knowledge and underftanding ; and to lead men in- | xxiv. 7. then I abede in the mount forty days and forty 
to an acquaintance with them, isthe general defign nights 5 and this long flay was one reafon of their 
of the gofpel ; and he can’t be reckoned an un- |falling into idolatry, not knowing what was become 
derftanding man, but ignorant of God and his}of him, £wed. xxiv. 18. and xxxii. 1. I neither 
righteoufnefs, of the law and the fpirituality of it, }aid eat bread, nor drink water ; all thofe 40 days 
of Chrift and the way of falvation by him, of thejand nights, Zwod. xxxiv. 28. to 
Spirit and of fpiritual things, of the gofpel and its 
doétrines, nor can he be wife unto falvation, who 
expects to get to heaven by his own works of righ- 
teoufnefs ; and it might be added, that he is igno- 
rant of himfelf, of his ftate and condition, of his 
finfulnefs and vilenefs, and of the nature of his beft 
works ; as the J/raelites in a good meafure feemed 
to be, whofe conviction is laboured in the following 
part of this chapter: for thou art a ftiff-mecked peo- 
ple ; vefraétory and unruly, like an heifer unac- 
cuftomed to the yoke, that draws back from it, 
and wriggles its neck out of it; fo untoward and 
perverfe were this people, and difobedient to the 
commands of God ; wherefore there was no fhew 
of reafon that they were put into the poffeffion of 
Canaan for their righteoufnefs; and to make it ap- 


¥. 10. And the Lord delivered unto me two tables 
of fione, written with the finger of God, &c.) The 
letters were of his devifing and forming, the wri- 
ting was his, the engraving them on the ftones was 
his own doing ; and which was done to fhew its’ 
original, to enftamp a divine authority on it, and 
to denote its duration ; fee’ Exed. xxxi. 18. and 
XXxil. 16. and on them was written according to alf 
the words which the Lord fpake with you im the 
‘mount; the ten commands, exaétly in the fame or~ 
der, and in the fame words, without any variation,” — 
as they were delivered to them with an articulate 
voice in their hearing ; but now were written im 
this manner, that they might be read by them, and 
remain with them; fee Exod. xxxive28. out of the 
midft of the fire ; in which the lord was, and from ~ 
7 : wh ence’ 


~ 


~ 
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whence he fpake : in the day of ‘the affembly , when 
all the people. .of J/rae! were gathered together at 
the foot of the mount; fee #wod. xix. 17. Deut., 
iv. 10, 11,12. 4 

y.a1. And it came to pafs at the end of forty days 
and forty nights, ®c.] The time of Mofes’s ftay in 
the mount, when it! was juft up, and not before : 
that the Lord gave me the two tables of ftone, even 
the tables of the covenant, asin ¥.9. Aben Ezra 
obferves, that this fhews that the day the tables 
were given to Maj/es the calf wasmade. _ 

y¥. 12. And the Lord faid unto me, &c.\: The 
omnifcient God, who’ knew what was doing in the 
camp of J/rael, though Mojes did not, of which he 
informs him: arife, get\thee down quickly from 
hence; from the mount where he was; and the 
word arife does not fuppofe him to be fitting or ly- 
ing along, neither of which poftures would have 
been fuitable, confidering in whofe prefence he was; 
but is only expreffive of urgency and hafte of his 
departure ; it is not ufed in Exod. xxxil. 7. for 
thy people which thou haft brought forth out of Egypt 
have corrupted themfelves ; their way, as the 
Targum of Jonathan , that is, by idolatry, than 
which nothing is more corrupting and defiling ; 
the Lord calls them not his people, but the peo- 
ple of Mojes, being highly difpleafed with them ; 
and afcribes their coming out of Egypt to Mo/es 
the inftrument, amd not to himfelf, as if he re- 


19. ye bad turned afide quickly out of the way which 
the Lord bad commanded you , fee ¥. 12. | 
v.17. And I took the two tables, and caft them out 
of my two bands, &c.] In wrath and indignation at 
the fin they were guilty of : and brake them before 
your eyes; as an embleny of their breach of them 
by tranfgreffing them. 
Me 18. And I fell down before the Lord, &c.| In 
prayer for J/rael who had finned ; but this he did 
hot immediately after he had broken the tables, but 
when he had firft ground the calf to powder, 
ftrowed it on the water, and made the children of 
Trae? drink it’; and when he had chided 4eron, and 
ordered’ the ‘fons of Levi to flay every ‘Man his © 
brother :\ as at the firft forty days and forty nights ; 
which is to be connected, I think, not with what 
goes before ; for we read not that he fell down before 
the Lord, at the firft time. he was with him {6 lone 
in the mount; but with what follows: J did $e 
ther eat bread, nor drink water ; as he neither eat 
nor drank the firft forty days, fo neither did he 
thefe fecond forty ; fee ¥. 9. becaufe of all your fins 
which ye finnéd, in doing wickedly in the fight of the 
Lord to provoke him to anger, for they were guilty 
of more fins than ‘one ; befides idolatry, they were 
guilty of unbelief, ingratitude, &c. which were 
notorious and flagrant, were done openly and 
publickly, in fight of his glory*and majefty on 
the mount; all which muft be very provoking to 
pented of bringing them from thence : they arethim, and on account of thefe Mo/es prayed and fafted, 
quickly turned afide out of the way which I commanded) yr. 19. For I was afraid of the anger and hot dif- 
them ; it being but about fix weeks ago, that the|pleafure wherewith the Lord was wroth againft you. 
command forbidding idolatry, the fin they had fal-}&c.] Which was exceeding vehement, as appeared 
Jen into, had been given them: and they have made|by his words to Mo/es, forbidding to intercede for 
them a molten image ; the image of acalf made of|them, that he might confume them, and make of 
melted gald. him a greater nation ; wherefore he dreaded the if. 
y. 13. Furthermore the Lord [pake unto me, fay-\fue of it, left it fhould be to deftroy yous that that 
ing, &c.] After he had» given him the two tables,|fhould be his full refolution and determination ; 
and before hisdeparture from the mount : J have} however, he made ufe of means, and betook him- 
_ feen this people , took notice of them, their ways,|felf to fafting and prayer; fo heartily affe@ted was 
and their works : and behold, it is a fliff-necked peo-\he to this people when his temptations lay another 
ple; unwilling to fubmit to, and bear the yoke of}way: out the Lord bearkened unto me at that time 
my commandments ; fee Exod. XXxXii. 9. alfo,; as he had at other times, when this people 
y. 14. Let me alone that I may deftroy them, &c.}\\had finned, and he intreated for them ; in‘which he 
Do not fay one word to me on their behalf, or in-}was a type of Chrift, the mediator and advocate, 
treat mie to fpare them, and not deftroy them : azdtwhom the Father always hears. 
blot out their name from under heaven, thatno fuch} . ¥.20. And the Lord was very angry with Aaron 
nation may be heardof, or known by the name of} to have defiroyed him, &c.] For complying with the 
Hrael: and I will make of thee a nation mightier andjrequeft. ot the people in making a calf for them, 
greater than they, of his family, whereby the}and for that miferable fhift he made to excufe him- 
Lord’s promife to Abrakam would not have been|felf ; which fo provoked the Lord, that he threa- 
made void, but equally firm and fure, finee this|tened to deftroy him, and he was in danger of be-- 
mightier and greater nation would have been of his|ing cut off, had it not been for the interceffion of 
feed ; fee the note on Exod. xxxii. 10. Mofes : and I prayed for Aaron alfo the fame time , 
y.15. Sol turned and came down from the mount,)who either was included in the general prayer for 
&c.] As “the Lord commanded : and the mount)the people, Exod. xxxii. 31. or a particular prayer 
burned with fire; as it had for fix weeks paft, ever] was made for him, though not recorded, and which 
fince the Lord’s defcent upon it ; and fo it conti-|alfo fucceeded. Pett 
nued, for the words’ may be rendered, and the) yr. 21. And I took your fin, the calf which ye bad 
mount was burning»; and yet this did not deter the} made, 8&cc.] Which was the objeé&t of their fin, 
Tiraelites from idolatry : and the two tables of the}which lay in making and worfhipping ic; fee J/- 
covenent were in my two hands; one table’in one} xxxi. 7. and burnt it with fire and ftamped it; with 
" and, andthe other in the other band. his feet after it was burnt, to bring it into {mall 
y. 16. And I looked, &c.] When he was come|pieces: and ground it very fmall ; or, as the Tar- 
down from the mount, and was nigh the camp: and| gum of Jonathan, ‘ ground it in a mortar well ;” 
bebold, ye bad finned againft the Lord your God ; that|the burnt and broken pieces : even until it was as 
plainly appeared by what they had done, and at} fall as duft; being ground to powder, as in Exod. 
which he was amazed; and therefore a behold is|xxxii. 20. and I caft the duft thereof into the brook 
prefixed to it, it being fuch a grofs fin, having fo| that defcended out of the mount ; and made the chil- 
much impiety and ingratitude, and ftupidity init:|dren of J/rael to drink of it, as in the fore-cited 
and made you a molten calf ; that he faw with his] place; fee the note there ; all this was done before 
eyes, and them dancing about it ; fee Exod. xxxii.| the prayer for Aaron and the people. 


ye72. 
2 b “yy5) de monte ardente, V- L. Heb: burning, Ainfworth. 
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¥.22. And at Taberah, and at Mafjab, and at 
Kibroth-hattaavak, ye provoked the Lord to wrath ;) 
Thefe places are not mentioned in the {trict order 
in which the provocations were made at them ; 
for they provoked the Lord at Majfab by mur- 
muring for water, before they provoked him at 
Taberab, by complaining as it fhould feem of their 
journeying ; for Maffab was before they came to 
Sinai, and Taberah atter they departed from thence ; 
though fome, as ben Ezra obferves, fay that 
Taberab is Maffah , but it could not be the Majfab 
in Rephidim, for that was on one fide of mount Si- 
nai, and Taberah on another ; though different 
places might be fo called from their tempting the 
Lord at them ; rather Taberah and Kibroth-hat- 
taavab feem to be the fame; where the people 
died with the flefh in their mouths they lufted after, 
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the people on, yet he declared that he would vifit 
their fin upon them, Exod. xxxii. 34. 

¥.26. And I prayed therefore unto the Lord, 
&c.] What follows is a different Prayer from that 
in Exod, xxxii. 31, 32. and agrees better with that 
in¥. 11, 12, 13. delivered before he came down 
from the mount, yet could not be the fame, be- 
caufe delivered at another forty days and nights: 
and faid, O Lord God, deftroy not thy people, and 
thine inheritance, becaufe they were his inheritance, 
a people whom he had chofen for his peculiar trea- 
{ure ; this is the firft argument ufed, another fol- 
lows: which thou haft redeemed through thy great- 
ne/s ; redeemed out of the houfe of bondage, the 
land of Egypt, by his great power, as next explain- 
ed: which thou haft brought forth out of Egypt with 
a mighty band: intiicting plagues on the Egyptians, 


and were buried ; fince no mention is made of|particularly deftroying their Arft-born, which made 


their removal at that time from the one place to 
the other, nor of Taberah in the account of their 
journeys, only Kibroth-hattaavah ; fee Exod. xvii. 
7: Numb. xi. 3,.24: 

¥. 23. Likewife when the Lord fent you from Ka- 
defb-barnea, &c.| From whence the fpies were fent 
to fearch the land, though previous to it they had 
the following order to go up and poffefs it ; fee 
Numb, xxxii. 8. Deut. i. 19, 20, 21. faying, go 
up and poffe/s the land which I have given you ; this 
they were bid to do, before they defired the {pies 
might be fent to fearch it firft; and after they had 
returned and made their report, they were encou- 
raged to go up and take poffeffion of it: then ye 
rebelled againft the commandment of the Lord your 
God ; refufing to go up into it: and ye believed him 
not ; that he would caft out and deftroy the inha- 
bitants of it, and put them into the poffeffion of ir; 
which they diftrufted by reafon of the gigantic 
ftature of fome that dwelt in it, and their fortified 
cities : wor bearkened to bis voice; whether com- 
manding or encouraging. 

y. 24. You 
from the day that I knew you | Either from the 
time he firft had and took knowledge of them and 
vifited them, before his departure from Egypt to 
the land of Midian ; (fee Exod. i. 11 
pared with Aés vil. 25.) or from the time that he 
was fent tothem to deliver them out of Egypt ; fee 
Exod. v. 20,21. and efpecially from the time he 
brought them into the wildernefs. 

¥. 25. Thus [fell down before the Lord forty days 
and forty nights, as 1 sell down at the firft, &c.] 
Which ‘archi fays are tne felf-fame faid above, 
y. 18. but doubled or repeated, becaufe of the or- 
der of his prayer. The words at the firft are not in 
the text ; and as before obferved, we do not read 
that Moj/es fell down at the firft forty days he was 
in the mount, unlefs it can be thoughthe did, Exod. 
xxxii. 11. wherefore this falling down feems to be 
as he fell down at the fecond forty days; and fo this 
was a third forty days, according to the Fewsh 
writers, and of which opinion were Dr. Lightfoot 
and others; fee the note on Exod. xxxiv. 28. be- 
caufe the Lord had faid he would deftroy you; threa- 


them the J/raedites urge to depart. 

¥. 27. Remember thy servants Abraham, Iaac 
and Facob, &c.} The covenant he had made with 
them, the promifes he had made to them of the 
multiplication of their feed, and of giving the 
land of Canaan to them; which is a third argu- 
ment ufed with the Lord not to deftroy them: /ook 
not unto the fiubbornnefs of this people, nor to their 
wickedne/s, nor to their fin; not to the natural tem- 
per and difpofition of the people, which was to be 
ftubborn, obftinate, ftiff-necked and felf-willed ; 
nor to their wickednefs, which appears in various 
inftances ; nor to that particular fin of idolatry they 
had now been guilty of ; tacitly owning that if God 
looked to thefe things, there was fufficient reafon 
to deftroy them. 

¥. 28. Left the land whence thou broughteft us out, 
fay, &c.] Theland of Egypt, the inhabitants of 
it: becaufe the Lord was not able to bring them into 
the land which he promifed them; the land of Ca- 
naan, the inhabitants of it being fo mighty, and 
their cities fo ftrongly fortified. Here Mojes ex- 


have been rebellious againft the Lord preffes his concern for the glory of God, and the 


honour of his perfections, and makes that a fourth 
argument why he fhould not deftroy them: and 
becaufe be hated them, be hath brought them out to 


14..com- lay them in the wilderne/s, out of Egypt, a’ plen- 


tiful country, into a wildernefs where nothing was 
to be had; but his choice of them for his inheri- 
tance, his redemption of them out of bondage and 
mifery, the care he took of them, and the provi- 
fion he had made for them in the wildernefs, clear- 
ly fhewed that they were not the objeéts of his 
hatred but of his love. 

¥. 29. Yet they are thy people, &c ] Though 
they had finned againft him: and thine inheritance ; 
which he would not forfake and caft off; at leaft 
Mofes boped on this account he would not, and 
makes ufe thereof as an argument with him, why 
he fhould not, and which he repeats, adding, in 
effect what he had faid before: which thou brought- 
oft out by thy mighty power, and firetched-out arm, 
even out of the land of Zgypt; the doing of which 
was plainly the effe@ of his all-mighty power, and 
an evidence of it, confidering the weaknefs of Jf 


tened them with deftruétion,-and feemed as if it|74e/ and the ftrength of Egypt, and the manner in 


was his intention to deftroy them ; nay, even after 


which the Lord brought about this furprifing e- 


Mo/es’s firft prayer, though he bid him go and lead| vent, 
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N this chapter an account is given of an order|the fulfilling end of the law for righteoufnels to 
to Mo/es to hew two tables of ftone, on which|every believer ; and that as this was in his heart to 
the Lord would write the words that were on the] fulfil it, fo it is in his hand as a rule of faith and 
firft, and to make an ark and put them into it, all} converfation to his people. 
which was accordingly done, ¥. 1—5. and o ¥. 3. And I made an ark of Shittim-wood, &c.] 
fome of the journeys of the children of J/rae/, ¥.| That is, ordered it to be made, and it was made 
6, 7. and of the feparation of the tribe of Levi to}by Bezaleel, and that of fhittim-wood ; fo the ark 
the fervice of the fanctuary, ¥..8, 9. and of Mo-|that was put into the holy of holies was made of 
fes’s. {tay in the mount forty days and nights, and|this wood; fee Exod. xxv. 10. and the note there, 
his fuccefs there, and the direction he had to leadjand xxxvii. 1. and hewed two tables of ftone like 
on the people of J/rael towards Canaan’s land, y | unto the firft; two marble ones, as the Targum of 
30, 11. and who by various arguments are ex-|Yoxathan; that is, he ordered them to be hewed, 
horted to fear the Lord, and ferve him, and keep|and took care that they fhould be exa¢tly made as 
his commands, ¥. 12—22. the former were, of which he had perfect eknow- 
ledge, having received them of the Lord, and 
y. 1. At that time the Lord faid unto me, &c.]|brought them with him down the mount: and 
On the 4oth day, mentioned in the preceding chap |went up into the mount, having the two tables in my 
ter, as Aben Ezra, or at the end of forty days, as|amd; in order to have the words of the law, the 
Farchi; not of the firft forty, for then were given|ten commands, written on them, thefe being only 
him the firft two tables of ftone with the lawjhewn ftones without any thing on ‘them; they 
written on them, which he broke when he camejwere very probably marble, of which great quan- 
down ; but at the end of the fecond forty days, as|tities were near at hand. 
fome think, when he had fallen before the Lord,|  ». 4. Aud be wrote on the tables according to the 
and entreated him for the people, and as a token|firft writing, 8&cc.] The fame laws, in the fame 
of his reconciliation to them, gave the following}|letters: the ten commandments which the Lord fpake 
order: hew thee two tables of fione like unto the firft,\unto you in the mount ; in mount Sinai, on which 
&c. Of the fame fort of ftone, of the fame fize|he defcended, and from whence he delivered the 
and form with thofe God gave him in the mount]decalogue by word of mouth in an audible man- 
the firft time he was there, and which he broke inJner, that all the people could hear it: cut of the 
his defcent from thence; they were the work of|midjf of the fire ; in which he defcended, and where 
God, but thefe were to be hewed by Mo/es: the|he continued, and from whence he fpake, fo that 
order feems to be given between the requeft Mo/es|it was indeed a fiery law: in the day of the affembly ; 
made to fee the glory of the Lord, and the pro-|when all the people of J/rael were affembled toge- 
clamation made of it; fee Ewod. xxxiv. 1. and|ther at the bottom of the mount to hear it: and 
come up unto me into the mount ; mount Sinai; this|the Lord gave them unto me;*the two tables when 
was certainly the third time of his going up there,}he had wrote upon them the ten commands. 
and where he continued forty days and nights; but] y. 5. And I turned myfelf, &c.] From the 
whether he continued there fo long the fecond|Lord, out of whofe hands he had received the 
time may be a matter of queftion, though he cer-|tables: and came down from the mount; with the 
tainly did the third time; fee Exod. xxxii. 30, 31.|two tables in his hand as before, one in one hand, 
and xxxiv. 1, 4, 28. and make thee an ark of wood;\and the o her in the other hand: and put the tables 
Farchi thinks this was not the ark Beza/eel made,|in the ark which I had made; or ordered to be 
but made after, and is that which went out to|made: and there they be, as the Lord commanded me, 
battle; and fome take it to be a temporary ark,|there they were when Mo/es rehearfed what is con- 
made for the prefent purpofe till that was finifhed ;|tained in this book, on the plains of Moab, about 
but Aben Ezra is of opinion it is the fame that}38 years after the putting them into it ; and there 
Bezaleel made: and it may be faid to be made|they continued to be when the ark was brought in- 
by Mofes, becaule he was not only ordered to make}to Solomon’s temple, 1 Kings viii. g. and there they 
it, but it was by his orders and the direction he! were as long as the ark was in being; which may 
gave to Bezaleel that it was made; and this feems denote the continuance of the law in the hands of 
the more probable, becaufe there the tables re-)Chrift under the gofpel-difpenfation as a rule of 
mained, ¥. 5. walk and converfation to his people.+ 
¥. 2. And I will write on the tables the words that; y. 6. And the children of Ifrael took their journey 
were in the firft tables which thou brakeft, 8c.| from Beeroth of the children of Faakan, &c. | Not when 
Though they were hewn by Mo/és, the writing on or foon after they removed from Siuzaz; for if this place 
them was the Lord’s; and the very fame laws, in is the fame with Bene Faakan, as is generally fup- 
the fame words, without any alteration or varia-pofed, they hada great many journies, manfions, and 
- tion were written by him on thefe as on the for-\ {tations before they came to it; fee Numb. xxxiii. 31. 
mer; partly to fhew the authenticity of them, that and befides, fince daron, according to this account, 
they were of God and not Mojes, of a divine ar bapa at their next {tation from hence, that was 38 
inal and not human; and partly to thew the in-| years after their departure from mount Sinai ; and it is 
variablenefs of them, that no change had been hard to fay what fhould be the reafon of making 
made in them, though they had been broken by the mention of thefe two or three journies here ; 
people ; of which Mo/es’s breaking the tables was a and whereas they are here faid to journey from the 
reprefentation: and thou fhalt put them in the ark;|place bere mentioned to Mofera; on the con- 
which being a type of Chrift may fignify the ful-| trary in Numb. xxxiii. 31. they are faid to depart 
filment of the law by him, who is the end,) from Mo/era and pitch in Bene Faakan ; which is 


2 accounted 
* See a Sermon of mine on this text, called, “* The law in the hand of Chrift.” 
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accounted for by their going backwards and for-|the firft time, forty days and forty nights, 8c. 


wards, and fo both may be true. 
opinion, that Beeroth Bene Faakan, or the wells 
of the children of faekan, is not the fame with 
Bene Faakan, nor Mofera the fame with Moferotb ; 
but Beeroth.is Kade/h, and. Mofera is the name of 
the defert of mount Hor; and it is certain that 
Moferoth was the 27th ftation, and Mofera, or the 
defert of mount Hor, where Aaron died, was the 
34th, and therefore muft be diftant; fee Numb. 
XXXiii. 30-37. which feems to agree with what 
follows : there Aaron died, and there he was buried; 
it is certain that Aaron died on mount Hor, 
Numb. xx. 23, 28. and xxxiii, 38, 39. or there 
died and was buried when inthe defert of Mofera: 
ana Eleazer kis fon miniftred in the priefts office in bis 
fead; fo that though the high-prieft died, the of- 
fice continued, and the law of it remained in force, 
and the tribe of Levi was feparated forthe fervice 
of the’fanctuary, as afterwards exprefied. 

y. 7. From thence they journeyed unto Gudgodab, | 
&c.) Which Farchi takes to be the fame with 
Horbagidgad, and fo do moft; fee Numb. 
XXXili. 32, 33. but Aven Ezra fays it is not, but 
isa general name, including Zelmanab, Punoen and 
Obvoth, places the J/raelites came to after they re- 
moved from mount Hor, where Aaron died; fee 
Numb, xxxiii. 41, 42,.43. and from Gudgodab: to 


Fothath, a land of rivers of waters; which the 
above writer takes to. be the fame with Beer, the: 


well, Numd. xxi. 16, and by this defcription of it, 
it was a place where there was much water. 

y¥. 8. At that time the Lord separated the tribe 
of Levi, &c.] Not at the time that Mao/es came 
down from the mount with the tables of the law, 
but fome confiderable time after, even after the 


Aben Ezra is of which is to be connected with y. 6: and rela 
|what paffed before he came down from the mount 


with the two tables; as that he ftayed there as 
long as he did when he received the firft tables, 
and fafted alfo as long ashe did then;:fe Exod. 
xxxiv. 28. and the Lord hearkened unto me at t. 
time alfox to his prayer on the behalf of the peo- 
ple: and the Lord would not deftroy Ihitie 
he had threatened it, and their finvhad:d it. 
¥. 11. And the Lord faid unto me, arife, take thy 
journey before the people, &c.| Here rMofes goes 
on with his relation of things at mount Sinai, how 
that upon his fupplication for the: people, on’ ac- 
count of the dettruction they were threatened with 
for their idolatry, the Lord was gracioufly pleafed 
not only to hear him and forgive the people, but 
ordered him to go before them, and Jead them on 
towards the land of Canaan he had promifed them, 


|Exod. xxxii. 34. and xxxiil. 1. that they may go in 


and poffels the land, whith Ifware unto their fa-- 
thers to give unto them; and which had it-not been 
for their after murmurings: and rebellions, the} 
had been in the poffeffion of it in adittle time, < 
pecially after their departure frony Simat. 
¥, 12. dnd now lracl, what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee, 8¢c:] » For «all ‘thefe favours 
beftowed upon them, the forgivenefs of: their’ fins, 
and a frefh intimation of their poffeffion of the land 
of Canaan, and the renewal: of the promife of it 
made to their fathers: dat to fear the Lord t 
God; to fear him with a filial fear, to fear him a 
his goodnefs, and him for his goodnefs fake, and 
particularly for his pardoning grace and mercy 
vouchfafed to them; fee Pf cxxxi 4. 10° walk in 
all bis ways; prefcribed and directed to by him, 


#%s 


tabernacle was erected , nor at the time that Aaron jevery path of duty, whether moral, ceremonial, or 
died, and Eleazar fucceeded him, but many years |judicial ; and to love bim, and to ferve the Lord 
before that; unlefs there was a freth feparation of |¢4y God with all thy heart, and with all thy fouls 
them, or a renewal of it when Eleazar became|for that is the beft fervice which {prings*from 
high-prieft in his father’s ftead, and fo that being |love, and love conftrains unto, and which is hearty 
mentioned is the reafon of its being repeated here :}and fincere, as that is, and “is performed in the 
to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord; even|beft manner fuch are capable of. 3 
that into which the law, fometimes called the co-| ¥. 13. To keep the commandments of the Lord; 
venant, was put, and therefore here called the ark |¢nd his fratutes, &c.] Both the ten commandsand 
of the covenant: when this was carried from place all others: which I command thee this. day for thy 
to place, as it was efpecially in the wildernefs, it |good ; promifes of temporal good things, introduc- 
was the bufinefs of the Levies to bear it, parti-jtion into the land of Canaan, poffeffion of it, and 
cularly the Kobathites; Numb. iii. 31. and x, 21.|continuance in it, being made to obedience to 
fee 1 Chron. v. 1. to ftand before the Lord to mini-|\them. . 
fer unto him that is, to his priefts, in the taber-|  ¥. 14. Bebold the heaven, and the heaven of bea- 
nacle, and to keep and guard that: and to ble/s in\vens are the Lord’s thy Cod, &c. | Made and poflefied, 
bis name unto this day; not to blefs the people, |by him; the airy and ftarry heaven, the third hea- 
which was the work of the prieft, but to fing}ven, which is the heaven of heavens, the feat of 
praife in the name of the Lord, to give thanks|the divine majefty, the habitation of angels and 
unto him, and blefs and praife him. glorified faints: the earth alfo, with all therein 

¥..9. Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inberi-\is; that is his property, and at his difpofal, being 
tance with his brethren, &c.) Inthe divifion of|}made by him, and all that is upon it, or contain 
the land of Canaan, becaufe being feparated to the |in it, even whatfoever is on or in the whole ter 


fervice of the fanctuary, he had no leifure to plow 
and. fow, as archi obferves: the Lord is bis in- 
heritance, as the Lord thy God promifed him notin 
a fpiritual fenfe, for fo the Lord was an inheritance 
and portion of other J/raelites ; though thefe being 
“taken off of worldly employments, and devoted 
to fanctuary-fervice, might have more communion 
with God than others; but in a temporal fenfe, 
provifion being made particularly by tithes, which 
were the Lord’s, for their maintenance ; and fo the 
Tarzums of Onkelos and Jonathan paraphrafe the 
words; ‘* gifts which the Lord gave him are his 
inheritance ;, fee Numb. xviii. 20, 2 i. 

y. 10. And 1 flayed in the mount, according to 

2. "shl 


queous globe; fee Pfcxv. 15, 16. 9 
¥. 15. Only the Lord bad a delight im thy fathers 
to love them, &c.] Though the heavens and the 
earth, and all the inhabitants of them are 
Lord’s by creation, yet he had a fpecial re 
unto, and a peculiar complacency in, the fathers 
the I/raelites, Abraham, Ifaac and Facob; fron 
whence arofe fome particular expreffions of love t 
them, fignified by various acts of kindnefs don 
them, and promifes made unto them: and 
their feed after them, even you above all the peopl 
as it is thic day; to be a fpecial people to him 
enjoy civil and religious privileges greater thar 


<< 


other ; and particularly to have his law 
| er | 
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them, his tabernacle and worfhip fet up among|the widow, in his holy habitation ; P/- Ixviil. 5. and 
them, which were at-this time, and which gave} /oveth the ftranger, in giving bim food and raiment ; 
them the preference to all other nations ; fee chap.|one that is in a foreign country, at a diltance from 
iy, 7, 8. and vii. 6, 7, 8. P/- cxlvii. 19, 20. Rom. his native land, and deftitute of friends, fuch God 
ili, t, 2. and ix. 4, 4. in his providence takes care of, and expreffes his 
¥. 16. Circumcife therefore the foreskin of your|\\ove and kindnefs to, by giving them the néceffa- 
beart, &c.| Content not yourfelves with, nor put |ries of life, food and raiment. 
your confidence in outward circumcifion of the] y. 19. Love ye therefore the firanger, 8c.] Bes 
flefh, but be concerned for the circumcifion of the|caufe the Lord loves him; and another reafon fol- 
heart ; for removing from that whatever is difa-;lows, particularly binding on the J/raelites : for yé 
greeable to the Lord, even all carnality, fenfua-| were ffrangers in the land of Egypt, and therefore 
lity, hypocrify, and fuperfluity of naughtinefs, and | fhould fympathife with fuch, and fhew them com- 
for having that put there which is well pleafing in} paffion, relieve them in diftrefs, and afford them 
his fight ; and which though it is the work of God, | whatever they want, and is in the power of their 
and he only can do it and has promifed it, yet fuch|hands to communicate to them ; remembering their 
an exhortation is made to bring men to a fenfe of}own condition in Egypt, and how welcome {uch a 
their need of it, and of the importance of it, and toytreatment would have been to them then, as well 
fhew how agreeable it is to the Lord, and fo to ftir |as the kind and careful providence of God towards 
them up to feek unto him for it; fee ch. xxx. 6.|them at that time. 
and be no more fliff-necked, froward, obftinate and| y. 20. Thou fhalt fear the Lord thy God, &c. 
difobedient, as they had been hitherto; ch. ix. 6,|Which includes the whole worfhip of him piel 
13, 24. ' and internal: im fhalt thou ferve; heartily and 
y.17. For the Lord your Ged is God of gods,\fincerely, according to his revealed will, and him 
&c.] Of angels and civil magiftrates, who arejonly: and to him fhalt thou cleave; and not turn 
fometimes fo called; thefe are his creatures, act/afide to follow other gods, and worfhip them : 
for him and under him, and are accountable to|and fwear by his name; and his only, whenever it 
him: the Lord of lords, of the kings and prin-|is neceffary to take an oath, which fhould not 
ces of the earth, who have their crowns, fcepters,|be done rafhly or on trivial accounts, and never 
and kingdoms from him, and hold them of him,|by any creature, but by the living Gods fee ch. vi. 
by and under whom they reign and decree judg-} 13. 
ment, and who are fubject to his authority and] y. 21. He is thy praife, &c.] The objeét and 
controul: @ great God; as the perfections of his}matter of it, who deferves the praifes of all his 
nature, the works of his hands, the bleffings of|creatures, becaufe of his perfections, works, and 
his providence and grace, and the extenfivenefs of|bleffings of goodnefs ; for all mercies temporal and 
his dominion in heaven, earth, and hell fhew|fpiritual come from him, and therefore he is 
him to be: a mighty and a terrible; mighty and| greatly to be praifed for them: praife is his due, 
powerful to help, protect and defend his people ;}and it is comely in his people to give it to him; 
terrible to his and their enemies, even to the kings| fee ‘Fer. xvii. 14. and he is thy God, which hath done 
of the earth: which regardeth not perfons, but be-| for thee thefe great and terrible things, which thine 
ftows his favours whether in a way of providence} eyes have feen; which were done upon the Egypti- 
or grace, according to his fovereign will and plea-| aus for their fakes, both in the land of Egypt and 
fure, without regard to the works and merits of|atthe Red-/ea ; and alfo what he had done for them 
men, their characters or circumftances : nor taketh|in the wildernefs, to Sion and Og, kings of the 
reward , or bribes, to avert threatened and deferved| Amorites, Pf. cvi. 22. and cxxxvi. 10—21. 
Judgments ; fee ‘Fob xxxvi. 18, 19. ¥. 22. Thy fathers went down into Egypt with 70 
y. 18. He doth execute the judgment of the fa-\perfons, &c.] That is, in all ; for there were not 
therlef; and widow, &c.] Who have none to help|7o befides acob and ‘the patriarchs his fons, but 
them, and whofe patron and - he is, and}with them ; fee Gen. xlvi. 26, 27. and now th 
will do them juftice himfelf, and take care that it|Zord thy God hath made thee as the flars of heaven 
is done them by others, or avenge their injuries, |for multitude, as he promifed they fhould be, Gen. 
for he is a father of the fatherlefs, and a judge of|xv. 5. 


CHA P. Xb 


N this chapter, the exhortation to love the Lord, | effects of their conduct and behaviour, a bleffing 
I and keep his commands, is repeated and urged| upon them if obedient, but a curfe if difobedients 
again and again from various confiderations ; as|¥. 26,27, 28. and the chapter is concluded with 
not only. from the chaftifement of Pharaoh and|an exhortation to pronounce the bleffing on mount 
the wicked Egyptians, but of fuch Jraelites who|Gerizzim, and the curfe on mount Ea/; the fitua- 
ed the Lord, and tranfgreffed his law, ¥.|tion of which places is defcribed when they fhould 
-y—7. from the goodnefs and excellency. of the land | come into the land of Canaan, of which they are af- 
they were going to inherit, ¥. 8—11. from the|fured, ¥. 29—32. 
bleffing of rain that would come upon it, and be : 
productive of all good things for man and beaft,| y.1. Therefore thou foalt love the Lord thy God, 
in cafe of obedience, and a reftraint of it in cafel&&c.] Becaufe he is fo great and glorious in himfelf, 
of difobedience, ¥. 12—17. from the continuance | and becaufe he had done fuch great and good things 
of them and their offspring in the land, fhould they | for them, the J/rae/ites, particularly in the multi- 
be careful to obferve the commands themfelves, | plication of them, the laft thing mentioned : and 
and teach them their children, y. 18—21. and keep his charge, whatfoever the Lord had charged 
from the extenfivenefs of their conquefts. and domi- |them to obferve, eveniwhat follow: and his fta- 
pions, y¥. 22—25. and from the different iffue and | tutes and bis judgments,and his commandments alway, 
Vou. II. N22. M : all 
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all his laws, ceremonial, judicial, and moral; and|not their houfes and their tents, as the Septuagint 
that conftantly and continually, all the days of their}and fome other verfions ; for though the word fig-: 
lives. nifies houfes, and is often ufed for them, yet here 
¥. 2. And know you this day, &c.] Take notice}it muft fignify families, their wives, and children 5 
of, and diligently attend unto, what is now about}fince they had no houfes, but dwelt in tents, all 
to be delivered: for I fpeak mot unto your children|which were {wallowed up with them : and all the 
which have not known, and which have not feen, the|/ubjtance that was in their poffefion; gold, filver, 
chaftifement of the Lord your God ; who have no|cattle, houfhold-goods, and whatever they were 
knowledge and experience of the chaftifement of] poflefied of : or was at their feet ; or which fol- 
the Lord on themfelves, or on their foes or friends;|lowed them, their living creatures; or was for 


and with whom the argument drawn from it could 
not come with that force, and make that impreflion, 
as it might be thought it would being ufed with 
them who had perfect knowledge of it. The Zar- 
gums of Onkelos and Fonathan render it doctrine, 
which being children they were not inftructed fo 
perfectly in, as they were who were adult perfons, to 
whom Mo/es directs his difcourfe : Ais greatne/s, his 
mighty band, and ftretched-out arm, the exceeding 
greatnefs of his power, difplayed in the following 
inftances. 

¥. 3. And his miracles, and his alts which be did 
in the midft of Egypt, &c.] The miraculous works 
done there, the ten plagues inflicted on the Egyp- 
tians for refufing to let [/rael go : unto Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and unto all bis land , for thofe plagues 
not only affected him and his court, and his metro- 


polis, but all parts of the land, the inhabicants of 


it every-where. 
¥. 4. And what he did unto the army of Egypt, 
unto their horfes, and to their chariots, &c.| At the 
Red-fea, when they purfued J/rae/ in order to bring 
them back or deftroy them, after they had let them 
go, which army was very numerous ; fee Exod. 
xiv. 7,9. how he made the water of the Red-fea to 
overflow them; or, to flow over their faces” , as 
they purfued after you; fo that they could not fee 
their way, nor fteer their courfe after them; and 


not only fo, but were covered with the waters of 


the fea, drowned in them, and funk to the bottom 
of them: and how the Lord hath deftroyed them un- 
to this day ; either continued to deftroy them yet 
more and more by one means or another; or elfe the 
deftruction made by the feveral plagues upon them, 
and particularly that of their army. at the Red-/ea, 
which was the ftrength and glory of the nation, 
was fo general and extenfive, that they never reco- 


vered it to that day ; and fo were in-no capacity of 


coming out againit them, and attacking them, and 
doing them any hurt, all the forty years they had 
been in the wildernefs ; of ‘which no doubt they 
had knowledge, and of their condition and circum- 
{tances there. 

¥. 5. And what he did unto youin the wilderne/s, 
until ye came unto this place ;} Meaning not fo 
much the good things he did for them in divers 
places, as the chaftifements.and corrections he had 
exercifed them with for their murmurings, rebel- 
‘lions, idolatry, and uncleannefs, as at Taberah, 
Kibroth-battaavah, on the coaft of Edom, and 
plains of Moab; by fire, by fword, by plagues, 
and fiery ferpents ; the inftances both before and 
after being of this fort. 
“+. 6. And what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, 
the fons of Eliab, the fon of Reuben, 8&¢.] When 
they with Korab and his company quarrelled with 
Mojfesand Aaron about the priefthood, Numb. xvi. 
1, &c. bow the earth opened her mouth, and fwal- 
lowed them up , the hiftory of which fee in Numb. 
xvi. 30—33. and their houfbolds and their tents; 


ian meer bb) bye yn fecit inundare fuper facies eorum, Pagninus, 
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them, as 4ben Ezra interprets it; for their ufe, fer- 
vice, and neceffity : and this was done in the midff 
of all Ifrael, openly and publickly, they beholding 
ityas follows; and therefore fhould be rendered, 
ire all Ifrael*, and befides, the tents of Dathanz. 
and Abiram, Reubenites, were not in the midit of 
T[rael. . . 
¥.7. But your eyes have feen all the great atis of 
the Lord which he did ;| Even all before related, 
with many others; and therefore the inftruction 
they fhould learn from thence, fhould be as fol- 
lows. — 
¥. 8. Therefore fhall you keep all the commandments 
which I command you this day, &c.| For the rea- 
fons before fuggefted, as well as for what follow : 
that ye may be firong ; healthful in. body, and 
couragious in mind, for fin tends to weaken both ; 
whereas obfervance of the commands of God; con- 
tributes to the health and ftrength of the body, 
and the vigour of the mind ; both which were ne- 
ceffary to the prefent expedition they were going up- 
on: and go in and poffe/s the land whither ye go to 
poffe/s it ; the land of Canaan, they were march- 
ing towards in order to poffefs it; and nothing 
would more infpire them with courage, and caufe 
them to enter it manfully without fear of their 
enemies, than obedience to the commands of God ; 
whofe prefence being promifed them on that ac- 
count, they might expect it, and fo. had nothing 
to fear from the inhabitants of the land. ' 
¥, 9. And that ye may prolong your days in the 
land, &c.] Not only enter it, and take poffefion of 
it, but continue in it long, which depended upon 
their obedience to the laws of God: 2obich the Lord 
ware unto your fathers to give unto them and to their 
ced ; had. promifed with an oath, fo that they 
might be affured of the enjoyment of it, though 
they could not be of their continuance in it, unlefs 
they obeyed “the divine commands: @ land that 
owelh with milk and honey, abounds with all good 
things, whofe fruits are fat as milk, and fweet as 
honey ; fo the Targum of Fonathan. “aa 
¥. 10. Lor the land whither thou goeft in to poffefs 
it, 8c.) The land of Cazaan they were about to 
take poffeffion of : is not as the land of Egypt from 
whence ye came out , either the whole land of Egypr, 
or that part of it, Rame/es, in,which I/rael.dwe 
and which was the beft of it, as farchi oble eS, 
and yet Canaan exceeded that; though the defi 
of this paflage is not fo much to fet forth the'fupe- 
tior excellency and. fertility of the land of Candas 
to that of Egypt, which was certainly a very frui 
ful country ; fee Gen. xiii..10, but to obfe ee 
things in which they differed, whereby t 7 ee 
the ad- 


became fruitful, and in which Canaan had 
vantage: where thou fowedft thy feed, and w 
it with thy foot, as a garden of herbs; as a gat 

when he has fowed his feed, or planted his pla 
waters them that they may grow, by carry 
water-pot from bed to bed, which requ 
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labour and toil. In Egypt rain feldom fell, efpe- 
cially in fome places it-was very rare, though that 
there was none at all isa vulgar miftake ; fee the 
note on Zech. xiv. 18°. Totfupply the want of it 
the river IVile overflowed once a year, which not 
only moiftened the earth, but left mud or flime up- 
on it, which made it fruitful ; but this was not 
fufficient, for what thro’ the river not overflowing 
enough fometimes, and fo as to reach fome places, 
and through the heat of the fun hardening the 
earth again, it was found neceffary to cut canals 
from it, and by water from thence to water it, as 
a gardener waters his feed and plants ; and it is to 
this watering that refpect is here had, not to the 
overflowing of the Nile, for that was before the 
feed was fown ; but to the watering of it out of the 
canals, which was done after it was fown; the for- 
mer was without any trouble of theirs, the latter 
with much labour; the manner in which it is 
done is exprefled by the phrafe with thy foot, 
which the Zargum explains dy thy felf, by their own 
labour and induftry. ‘archi is more particular ; 
«¢ the land of Egypt had need to have water brought 
from the Vile with thy foot ;” he feems to have 
underftood the phrafe to fignify carrying water on 
foot from the Nile to the place’ where it was want- 
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pleafant ; for the damps that arofe from the over- 
flow of the Wile, were fometimes prejudicial to 
health; and during the feafon of its overflow, 
which was in the fummer, they were obliged to kee 
in their houfes, and could not walk abroad for 
weeks together ; to which inconveniences the land 
of Canaan was not fubject ; but then, as its ferti- 
lity depended on rain from heaven, the J/raclites 
would be under the greater obligation to obferve 
the commands of God, who could give and with- 
hold it at his pleafure, and as they conducted them- 
felves ; whith feems to be the general drift of this 
paffage. 

¥.12. A land which the Lord thy God careth for, 
&c.] In a very particular and fpecial manner ; 
otherwife he has a general care of the whole world, 
and all the parts of it ; for as the earth is his, and 
the fulnefs thereof, his providential care reaches 
every-where ; but as this fpot was what he had 
chofen for his own refidence, and the place of his 
worfhip, and for an habitation for his peculiar peo- 
ple ; he exercifed a more peculiar care over it, to 
make it fruitful, commodious, and pleafant ; or 
which he feeketh' , that is, the good of it, and to 
make it convenient, ufeful, and delightful to his 


people ; yea, which he fought for and defired for 
ed; but the cuftom ftill in ufe in Egypt, when they |his own habitation, Pf cxxxii. 13, 14. the eyes of 


water their fields, plantations, orgardens, will give|the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the begin- 
us a clear underftanding of this phrafe; as a late|ming of the year even unto the end of theyear his 
traveller informs us , the water is drawn out of|eyes of providence, to give the former and the lat- 
the river (Vile) by inftruments, and lodged in ca-|terrain, and that there be feed-time and harveft in 
pacious cifterns ; when plants require to be refrefh-|their feafons, and that the fruits of it be produced 
ed, they ftrike out the plugs that are fixed in thelat their proper time; fome at the beginning, others’ 
bottoms of the cifterns, and then the water gufh-}at the end’of the year, and others in the interve- 
ing out, is conducted from one rill to another by|ning months, and all wifely fuited to the good of 
the gardener, who is always ready as occafion re-|the inhabitants of it. 
quires. toftop and divert the torrent by turning the| .13. And it fhall come to pafs, if you jfrall 
earth againftit. with bis footy and opening at the|earken diligently unto my commandments which I com- 
fame time with his mattock a new trench to receive] mand you this day, &c.] Inthe name, and by the 
it: and to the fame purpofe another learned perfon #) authority of the Lord, the only lawgiver: to love 
has obferved, that at other times (than the howing) he Lerd your God, and to ferve bim with all your 
of the Nile) they are obliged to have recourfeto| eart, and with all your foul ; fee ch. x. 12. Farchi 
art, and to raife the water out of the river andjinterprets this of prayer; but it is not to be re- 
fome deep pits by the help “of machines, which] {trained to that only, but includes the whole fervice 
water is afterwards directed in its courfe by chan-|of God, in all the parts of it, performed from a 
nels cut in the ground, which convey the water-to| principle of love to him, and in fincerity and 
thofe places where it is wanted ; and when one part|truth, ane r isk 
of the ground is fufficiently watered, they then] y. 14. Phat Iwill give you the rain of your land 
ftop that channel, by thrufting fome earth into|z his due feafon, &c.] Such a quantity of it as the 
the entrance of it with their foot) and then alfo with|land required, a fufficiency of it to make it fruit- 
their foot open a paffage into the next channel, and} ful, and that in proper time : the fir} rain‘ and the 
fo on: and Philo the: Few » {peaks of a machine} /atter rain ; the former rain in Marche/van, the lat- 
with which they ufed to water fields, and was|ter rain in Ni/an, as the Targum ot Jonathan the 
worked with the feet by going up the feveral fteps | firft fell about our O¢?oder, which was at or quickly 
within, which gave motion to it. after feed-time, to water’the feed that it ‘might 
y. 11. But the land whither ye go to poffe/s it,\take root, and grow and fpring up ; and the latter 
is a land of hills and vallies, &c.| And fo could}fell about March, a little before harveft, to ripen 
not be watered by» the overflow of a river, and -by|the corn, and fwell and plump the ears of it, and 
canals cut out of «it; and in the manner Egypt was ;|make them yield more and better ; fee the note on 
which was for the ‘moft part a plain and flat coun-| Feel ii, 23. that thou mayeft gather in thy corn, and 
try, but not fo.Canaan, in which were many hills | ‘hy wine, and thine oil; which were the principal 
- and mountains, as thofe about Jeru/alem, Carmel,| things the land afforded for the fuftenance of men; 
Zabor, Lebanon, and others; and plains and val-|bread-corn, the ftay and ftaff of human life, and 
lies, asthe valley of Yezreel, &c) and which made] which ftrengthens: man’s ‘heart, and makes him fit 
‘it more delightful and pleafant for profpects ; fee for labour wine, which is his drink, and makes 
ch. viii. 7..and drinketh water of the rain of heaven ;\the heart of man gladfome and chearful ; and oil, 
by which it was watered, refrefhed, and made] which in thefe countries was ufed inftead of butter, 
fruitful ; not by. means of men, but bythe Lord] and was fattening, and made the face to fhine, P/- 
himfelf, and fo with much more eafe'to men, and] civ..15. The in-gathering of thefe fruits were at 
without the toiliand labour they were obliged toin| different times ; the barley-harvett firft, the wheat+ 
Egypt, as well, as it was, both more. healthful and| harveft next,-and after that the vintage, and the ga- 


thering 
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thering of the olives ; and by means of rain in due 
feafon, they were favoured with each of thefe. 

¥.15. And I will fend gra/s in thy fields for thy 
cattle, &c.| By giving plentiful fhowers of rain at 
proper times, to caufe it to fpring up and grow, 
that fo there might be food for the cattle of every 
fort, greater or leffer; fee Pf civ. 13, 14. Zech. 
x. 1. that thou mayeft cat and be full, which refers 
to the preceding verfe, as well as tothis ; and the 
fenfe is, that the J/raelites might eat of and enjoy 
the fruits of the earth to fatiety ; namely, their corn, 
wine, and oil ; and that their cattle might have 
grafs enough to fupply them with. 

¥.16. Lake heed to yourselves, that your heart be 
not deceived, &c.| By obferving the influence of 
the heavens upon the fruitfulnefs of the earth, and 
fo be drawn to the worfhip of the hoft of them, the 
fun, moon, and ftars ; or by the examples of na- 
tions round about them ;_ and by the plaufible ar- 
guments they may make ufe of, taken from the 
traditions of anceftors, from antiquity, and the 
confent of nations, andthe great numbers of wor- 
fhippers, and the like: and ye turn afide , from 
the true God, and the worfhip of him ; or from 
the law, as Yarchi, which directs to the worfhip 
of one God, and forbids idolatry, or the worfhip- 
ping of images : and Jerve other gods, and worfoip 
them; other gods than the one only living and 


true God ; gods that made not the heavens and the 
earth, and which cannot give rain, nor any blef- 
fing and mercy of life, nor help and deliver their 


worfhippers when in diftrefs. 


y.17. And then the Lord’s wrath be kindled 
azainft you, &c.} For their idolatry, nothing being 


more provoking to him than that, it being con- 
trary to his nature and being, as well as to his will, 


and to hishonour and glory :. and he fhut up the 


heaven, that there be no rain; the treafares and 


ftore-houfes of it there, or the windows of it, the 


clouds, which when opened let it down, but when 
fhut withhold it ; the key of rain is one of the keys 


which the ‘ews fay * the Lord keeps in his own 


hand, and with it he opens and no man fhuts, and 
fhuts and no man opens; fee Deut, xxvili. 12. 
Mal. iii. 10. and that the land yield not ber fruit ; 
which is unavoidably the cafe when rain is with- 


held : and left ye perifh quickly from off the good 
land which the. Lord giveth you , for ifthe land does 


not yield its fruit fufficient to fupport the inhabi- 
tants of it, they.muft in courfe perifh. — , 
y. 18. Therefore hall ye lay up thefe my words in 


your heart, and in your foul, &c.] Treafure up the 


laws of God delivered to them in their minds, re- 
tain them in their memories, and cherifh a cordial 
affetion for them; which would be. an antidote 
againft apoftacy, idolatry, and. other fins, Pj. 


cxix. 11. and bind them for a fign upon your hand, 
that they may. be as frontlets between\your eyes; of 


this and the two. following verfes, fee the notes on 
ch. vi. 7, 8 9- 


¥. 21. That your days may be multiplied, &c.} 


Long life being a very defireable blefling, and 
which. is promifed to thofe that obey and.keep the 


law; fee ch. xxx. 19, 20. Pf. xci-..16, and the 


days of your children , which are dear to parents, and 
the continuance of whofe lives, next to their. own, 
is moft defireable, yea, as defireable as, their own,; 
and efpecially it is defireable that they might havea 
pofterity defcending from them, to enjoy for ever 
their eftates and pofleffions ; as it was to the peo- 
ple of Jrael, taat they, might havea feed always 


* Targum Jon. in Deut, xxviii, 12. 
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to dwell in the land which the Lord fware unto your 
fathers to give them ; the land of Canaan, fo often’ 
{poken of as the promife, oath, and gift of God: 
as the days of heaven upon the earth; thavis, as long 


as the heavens and the earth fhall be, and the one 
fhall be over the other, as they will be to the end of 
time. mt 

¥. 22. For if ye foall diligently keep all thefe com- 
mandments which I command you to do them 3] Qb- 
ferve and take notice of them, even all of them; and 
fo as not merely to have a theory or notional know- 
ledge of them, but to put them in practice : to love 
the Lord your God; and fhow it by obeying his 
commands, and which is the end of the com- 
mandment, and the principle from which all obe- 
dience fhould flow : to walk in all his ways, and to 
cleave unto him; fee ch. x. 12, 20. 

_¥. 23. Then will the Lord drive out all thofe na- 
tions from before you, &c.| By little and little, even 
all the feven nations which then inhabited the land 
of Canaan; and this he would do tomake room 
for them, that they might inherit the land; fee 
ch. vii. 1. and ye fhall. poffefs greater nations, and 
mightier than yourselves ; countries whofe inhabi- 
tants were more in number, and greater in ftrength, 
than they ; and therefore the conqueft of them 
was not to be afcribed to themfelves, but to the 
Lord; this is often obferved; fee ch. vii. r. and ix. 1. 

¥.24. Every place wherein the folesof your feet 


Jeall tread, 8<c.| Meaning in the land of Canaan; 


though the Fews vainly apply this to every land, 
and country, and place, therein where any of them 
come; pleafing themfelves with this foolifh fancy, 
that all thall be theirs that the foot of any of them 
have trod upon, or they have dwelt in but that it 
refpects only the land of Canaan, appears by the 
following defcription of it and its boundaries : from 
the wilderne/s , the wildernefs of Paran, which lay 
to the fouth of it, where Kade/b was, from whence 
the {pies were fent, and was the fouthern border of 
it: and Lebanon ; which was a range of mountains 
to the north of it, and was the northern border 
of the land: from the river, the river Euphrates 5 
which was the eaftern borderof it, when it was car- 
ried to its utmoft extent, as in the days’ of Solomon, 
1 Kings iv. 21. even unto the uttermoft fea foall your 
coaft be , the mediterranean fea, which was the wef= 
tern border of the land of Canaan, or the binder 


fea, and fo it is called Zech. xiv. 8. it lay atthe 


back of them; for if a man ftands with his face 
tothe eaft, the fouth will be on his right hand, and 
the north on his left, and the weft will be behind 
him, or at the back of him, ; 

¥. 25. There foall no man be able to ftand before 


you, &cc.| Meaning not a fingleman, fuch. anone 


as Og, or any of the-fons of Anak, the'giants ; be- 
caufe it,could never be thought, imaginedyor fear- 
ed, that one man only fhould:be able to ftand ae 

600,coo fighting men, ‘but any people: or nation, 
though greater and. mightier than they: for the 
Lord your God foall lay the fear of you, and the dread 
of you, upon all the land that ye foall tread: ‘ 
that is, upon all the land of Canaan, and the iahabe 
tants of it; who fhould hear what wonderful things 
had been done for them in Zgypt, andat the Red- 


fea,.and in the wildernefs ; and whatthey had done 


to Sibon and Og; and to their countries, and w . 
accordingly was fulfilled, ‘of. ii..9, 10, 11. ashe 
hath faid unto you; had promifed them, Deut.i 
25. and which was prophefied of inthe: prophetic 
fongat the Red-fea ; fee Exod. xv. 14,15, 16. 
: ¥. 26, 
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Ch. xi. ¥.26-—32. DEUTERONOMY. 4e 
ber ik 3:2 Bobold I fet béfore you this day a blefiing 
and a curfe, &c.] Meaning ‘the law of God, and 
the ftatutes, judgments, and commandments of it ; 
which, if obeyed, bleffings would’be beftowed up- 
on them ; but if difobeyed, they ‘would be liable 
to thecurfes of it, as the following words explain 
it; fee ch. xxx. 15—19. every one of the J/rael- 
#tes were called upon to fee and confider this mat- 
ter, it being an interefting one to them all. 
‘y. 27. A dleffing, if ‘ye obey the commandments of) 
the Lord your God, &c.] That is, a blefling fhould 
come upon them, even all temporal bleffings they 
ftood in need of ; they fhould be bleffed in body and 
eftate, in their families, and in their flocks, in town 
and country ; fee Deut. xxviii. 1—6. which I com- 
thand you this day, afrefh repeated to them, and 
enjoined them the obfervation of it in the name of 
mere: @ . 
9) 28. Anda curfe, if ye will not obey the com- 
mandments of the Lord your God, &c.| Accurfed in 
body and eftate, in bafket and ftore; in their fa- 
miliés, flocks, and herds ; within doors and with- 
out ; incity, and country; going out, or coming 
in; in this world, and that to come, if divine good- 
nefs prevent not; fee ch. xxviii. 15—20. and 
Xxix..20. but turn afide out of the way which I com- 
mand you this day ; which the law he gave them, 
and repeated to them, diretted them to walk in : 
to go after other gods, whith ye have not known , to 


they turned their faces acdinft mount Ebel, and 
opened with the curfe, Deut. xxvii. 15. and both 
anfwered Amen *;” fee the performance of this com- 
mand in Fo. vill. 33, 34. 

¥. 30. Are they not on the other fide Fordan, &c.] 
Oppofite to that where Ado/es now was in théyplains 
of Moab, even in Samaria ; fo in the Mifuab ¢ itis 
faid, ** as foon as J/rael paffed over Fordan, they 
came to mount Gerizzim and mount £da/, which 
are in Samaria ,;” but thofe mountains were not 
hear Fordan nor Jericho, to which the people of 
Tfrael came firft, but 60 miles from thence; tho’ 
they were, as Mofes fays, on the other fide from 
the place they now were: dy the way wherewith the 
un goeth down; or, as the Targum of ‘fonathan, 
‘* after the way of the fun-fetting ;” following 
that, or taking their direCtion from thence, figni+ 
fying that they lay to the weft of Jordan : in the 
land of the Canaanites ; of that particular tribe or 
nation which were eminently called Canaanites, for 
thefe dwelt by the fea by the coaft of Fordan, Numb. 
xiii. 29. or as-‘further defcribed, that dwell in the 
champain over-againft Gilgal, in the plain open 
champain country oppofite to Gi/gal ; ‘not that Gi/- 
gal Fofbua encamped at before he came to Jericho, 
which in Mo/es’s time was not known by that name, 
but another, as Dr. Lightfoot * obferves, and he 
thinks Galilee is meant: befide the plains of Morch 4 
near to Shechem, Gen. xii. 6. and jthat Gerizzim, 
ferve and worfhip the gods of other nations, ftrange|one of thefe mountains, was not far from Shechem, 
gods, which neither they nor their fathers knew|is evident from Fudge. ix. 6, 7. and fo in the Mi 
any thing of, or ever received any good thing from 3|zab “ it is faid, that thefe mountains were on the 
and which indeed are no gods, and nothing in the|fideof Shechem, which is in the plains of Moreb, 
world, as an idol is. : as in Deut. xi. 30. Gen, xii. 6. as the plains of Mo- 
- ¥. 29..And it fhall come to pafs when the Lordireb here denote Shechem, fo there: Benjamin of Tu- 
thy God hath brought thee into the land whither thou|dela fays * there is a valley between them in which 
Zoeft to poffe/s it, &c.] Which is often obferved, as|lies Shechem ; and in his time there were on mount 
being near at hand ; and when and where many|Gerizzim fountains and orchards, but mount Eda 
things were to be done, which could not be done|was dry like ftones and rocks. The Targum of 
in the place and circumftances they now were, par-|Yonathan here, inftead of Moreh, reads Mamre ; 
ticularly what follows : that thou fhalt put the blef-\ee Gen. xiii. 18, 
Jing on mount Gerizzim, and the curfe upon mount| .31. For ye fhall pafs over Fordan, to go in to 
Eval that is, pronounce the one on one mountain,|poffe/s the land which the Lord your God giveth you, 
and the other on the other mountain, or at leaft}&c.] They were now near it, and by this they are 
towards them, or over-againft them. The Targumlaffured they fhould pafs over it, in order to take 
of Fonathan is, “ ye fhall fet fix tribes on mount|poffeffion of the land God had given them, and 
Gerizzim, and fix tribes on mount Eda/; (fee ch.jwhich gift of his was a fufficient title to it: and yé 
XXvii. 12, 13.) bleffing they fhall turn their faces|/ball poffe/s it, and dwell therein , fhould not only 
againft mount Gerizzim, and curfing they fhall}take poffeffion of it, but make their abode in it ; 
turn their faces againft mount Eéa/ ;” with which|they are affured hereby of continuance in it, on 
‘agrees the account given in the Mifnah ; < fix}condition they obeyed the laws of God, as fol- 
tribes went to the top of mount Gerizzim, and fix| lows. 
to the top of mount Edal , and the priefts andthe) y. 32. And ye foall obferve to do all the ftatutes 
Levites, and the ark, ftood below inthe middle ;| and judgments, &c.] Take notice of them, and 
the priefts furrounded the ark, and the Levites thejheed unto them, fo as to practife them: which I 
priefts, and all J/rael were on this and on that fidel (et before you this day ; repeated in order to them, 
of the ark, as in of. viii. 33. then they turnedjon the obfervance of which depended their conti- 
their faces againft Gerizzim, they opened with the}nuance in the land of Canaan and therefore this 
bléffing, blefled is he that maketh not any gtavenlis fo often repeated and urged, 
or molten image, and both anfwered men ; then 


CHAP. XIL 


“EN this chapter orders are given to deftroy all al-|the place which the Lord fhould chufe for his. habi- 
jj tars, pillars, groves, and images, made for|tation, and not doas they then did, not being come 
the worfhip of idols in the land of Canaan, ¥. 3, 2,\to their reft, ¥. 4—14. flefh for their common 
3. and to bring’all facrifices and holy i. unto| food might be killed and eaten in their own houfes, 


pro- 
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provided they did not eat the blood, but poured it 
out upon the earth, ¥. 15—25. tithes, vows, and 
free-will-offerings, were to be eaten in the holy 
place, ¥. 17, 18, 19. and burnt-offerings to be of- 
fered on the altar of the Lord, and the blood of 
them to be poured out upon the altar, ¥. 26, 27, 
28. all which they were carefully to obferve, ¥. 29. 
and they are cautioned againft idolatry, and en- 
quiring after the manner of it, as practifed by the 
old inhabitants of the Jand, and introducing their 
cuftoms into the fervice of God, ¥. 30—32. 


y. 1. Thefe are ihe ftatutes and judgments which ye 
foall obferve to do, &c.) Which are recorded in this 
and the following chapters ; here a new difcourfe 
begins, and which perhaps was delivered at ano- 

_ ther time, and refpects things that were to be ob- 
ferved : in the land which the Lord God of thy fa- 
thers giveth thee to poffe/s it ; the land of Canaan, 
often defcribed by this circumlocution, to put 
them in mind that it was promifed to their fathers 
by their Covenant-God, was his gift tothem, and 
which they would quickly be in the poffeffion of ; 
and therefore when in it fhould be careful to ob- 
ferve the ftatutes and judgments of God conftantly : 
even all the days that ye live upon the earth or 
land, the land of Canaan ; for though there were 
fome laws binding upon them, live where they 
would, there were others peculiar to the land of 
Canaan, which they were to obferve as long as 
they and their pofterity lived there; fee 1 Kings 
Vili. 40. 

¥. 2. Ye fhall utterly deftroy all the’ places wherein 
the nations which ye fhall poffe/s ferved their gods, 
&c.] The temples erected for the worfhip of them 
by the Canaanites, of which there were many, as ap- 
pears by the various names of places given them 
from the temples in them, as Beth-/hemefh, Beth- 
Baalmeon, Beth-peor, and others: upon the high 
mountains and upon the bills ; which they chofe to 
worfhip on, being nearer the heavens, and which 
they thought moft acceptable to their gods ;' and 
fome of them had their names from hence, as Baal- 
peor, in like manner as Jupiter Olympius was called 
by the Greeks ; fee Fer. ii. 20. and iii. 6. and under 
every green tree; which being fhady and folitary, 
and pleafant to the fight, they fancied their gods 
delighted in, and this notion prevailed among other 
nations ; and there is fcarce any deity but what had 
fome tree or another devoted to it'; as the oak to 
Fupiter, the laurel to Apollo, the ivy to Bacchus, 
the olive to Minerva, the myrtle to Venus, &c. 
fee Fer. ii. 20, and iii. 6. 

y. 3. And you foall overthrow their altars, &c.] 
Which were of ftone, as Farchi obferves ; whereas 
the altar ordered to be made by the Lord, before 
the altar of burnt-offering in the tabernacle was 
made, was of earth, Exod. xx. 24. thefe were to be 
démolifhed, left the J/raelites fhould be tempted to 
make ufe of them; and befides, the Lord would 
not have any remains of idolatry in the land where 
his tabernacle and worfhip were, as being abomi- 
nable to him: and break down their pillars , or 

_-ftatues erected ta the honour of their idols ; accord- 
ing to Farchi it was a fingle ftone hewed out at firft 
for the bafis of a ftatue’; perhaps fuch as were 
called Betulia, in imjtation of the ftone Facod fet up 
for a pillar at Bethel, Gen. xxvili. 18, 19. and burn 
their groves with fire; which were planted about 
their temples, and under which alfo their idols 
were placed, and where they privately committed 
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the meft abominable lewdnefs under the noti 
religion. The Targum of Fonathan renders th 
word abominations, meaning idols ; and fo Jarcht. 
interprets it by a tree that is worfhipped ; fee the. 
note on ch, vii. 5. and you fball bew down the graven 
images of their gods; which were made of wood : 
and dejlroy the names of them cut of the place, by. 
never making any mention of them in common. 
difcourfe, and by changing the names of places. 
called from them ; and efpecially by deftroying all 
the relicks of them, and whatever appertained to. 
them, which might lead to the mention of them ;, 
fee Hof. ii. 17. : % 

¥.4. Ye fhall not do fo unto the Lord your God ;}, 
Not facrifice to him on hills and mountains, and. 
under green trees ; though the Yews commonly re-. 
fer this to the deftruétion of the names of God,. 
and of any thing appertaining to the temple; that. 
though the temples and the altars of the heathens 
were to be overthrown, yet not a ftone was to be 
taken from the houfe of God, or that belonged to 
it, nor any of his names to be blotted out; fo the 
Targum of Fonathan and Maimonides +, who alfo 
obferves *, that whoever removes a ftone by way 
of deftruction from the altar, or from the temple, 
or from the court, is to be beaten; fo he that 
burns the holy wood. ; 

¥.5. But unto the place which the Lord your God, 
&c.] The Targum of Fonathan is, that the Word 


of the Lord your God : jhall chufe out of all your - 


tribes to put his name there ; to place his tabernacle, 
fet up his worfhip, take up his refidence, and caufe 
the fhekinah, or his divine majefty to dwell there, 
as the next claufe explains it; out of what tribe it 
fhould be chofen, and where it fhould be, is not 
faid. Maimonides » gives three reafons for it; he 
fays there are three great myfteries why the place is 
not clearly, but obfcurely mentioned ; 1. left the 
Gentiles fhould feize upon it, and make war for the 
fake of it, fuppofing this place to be the end of the 
law; 2. left they in whofe hands the place then 
was, fhould by all means wafte and deftroy it; 2. 
which is the chief, left every tribe fhould defire to’ 


2 Yefode hatorah, ¢. 6. §. 7, 9. 


have it in its own lot and jurifdiction ; and fo ftrifes 
might arife among them on account of it, as hap- 
pened to the priefthood : even unto his habitation 
Jeall ye feek, the temple at ‘ferufalem is meant, 
where the Lord took up his dwelling, and whither 
men were to come and feek unto him by prayer and 
fupplication for whatfoever they needed, and to 
enquire of him in matters doubtful, and they 
wanted counfel in: and thither thou fhalt come ; 
with facrifices of every fort, where they were to be 
flain and offered to the Lord, and become accept- 
able to him, as is more largely declared in the fol- 
lowing part of this chapter. 

¥. 6. And thither ye foall bring your burnt-offer- 
ings, &c.] For the daily facrifice, and upon any 
other account whatfoever ; this was before ordered 
to be brought to the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and now to the place where that 
fhould be fixed, Lev. xvii. 8, 9. and your facrifices ; 
all other diftinét from burnt-offerings, as fin-of- 
ferings, trefpafs-offerings, and peace-offerings, efpe- 
cially the latter. . Farchi interprets them of peace- 
offerings of debt, fuch as a man was iged ta 
bring ; but as the diftance of fome perfons from 
Ferufalem was very great, and it was ble joe 


and expenfive, they might, according to 
i/o writers, bring them the next grand fe 


when ‘@ll the males were obliged to appear there Me ; 
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Ch. xi.v. 7-12. DEUTE 
fo {ays Maimonides * , all offerings of a man, whe- 
ther by: obligation (fuch as he was bound to bring) 
or free-will-offcrings, he muft bring at the firft feait 
that comes; and another of their writers ob- 
ferves *, thatif only one feaft has pafled, and he 
has not brought his vow, he tranfgrefies an affirma- 
tive precept, Dew. xii. 6. the firft feaft on which 
thou comett thither, thou muft needs bring it; and 
if three have pafled, he tranfgreffes a negative pre- 
cept, Deut. xxiii. 21. and your tithes , tithes of 
beafis, and the fecond tithes, according to Farch : 
and heave-offerings of your hand, thefe according to 
the fame writer were the firft-fruits, and fo it is ren 
dered in the Sepiuagint verfion; and thus Mai 
monides ° fays, (he firft-fruits are called Trumot, 
or heave-offerings ; ‘fee Exod. xxii. 29. and your 
vows and your free-will-offerings ; which-were ipe- 
cies of peace-offerings, Lev. view 16. and the firft- 
lings of your herds and of your flocks; which. were 
anctified and devoted to the Lord, Exod. xiii. 2. 

y.7. And there ye fhall eat before the Lord your 
God, &c.] The priefts and the Levites, what was 
their portion, fo Aben Ezra , but the people alfo 
are included, and by what follows feem chiefly de- 
figned, who were to eat their part of the facrifices, 
particularly of the tithes and peace-offerings, in 
the holy place that fhould be chofen and appointed ; 
fée ch. xiv. 22, 29, 26, 27. and ye shall rejoice in 
all that ye put your hand unto; in all the labours of 
their hands, and what they got thereby, which 
they were chearfully to enjoy, and exprefs their 
thankfulnefs for it inthis way; fee Ecc/. v. 18, 19. 
ye and your Loufbolds 5 their wives, fons, daugh- 
ters, men, and maid-fervants ; yea, with them 
Levites, ftrangers, fatherlefs, and widows, were to 
partake of fome of their free-will-offerings, ch. 
xvi. 10,11. wherein the Lord thy God hath bleffed 
thee ; and thefe offerings were euchariftical, and by 
way of thankfgiving for the blefling of God upon 
their labours, for it is that which maketh rich, 
Prov. x. 22. 

y¥.8. Ye foall not do after all the things that we do 
here, &c.| In the wildernefs, where they had no 
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rael did to Canaan; for God has promifed and 
prepared it, and it remains for them ; Chri pray- 
ed for ity is allo gone to prepare it, and the Spirit 
is the feal and earneft of it, and works up the 
faints, and makes them meet for it: and tothe in- 
heritance which the Lord your God giveth you; and 
the land» of Canaan being an inheritance, and the 
gift of God, was alfo a type of the heavenly in- 
heritance ; which faints are now born unto, and 
have both a right unto, and meetnefs for, through 
the righteoufnefs of Chriff, and grace of Gad ; 
but as yet are not entered on it, but that is referv- 
ed for them in heaven, and they are preferved’ and 
kept for that ; and ere long: fhall inherit it, as the 
free giftof God their Father to them, and which is 
peculiar to them as children. ‘archi and Bex Me- 
lech by the reff underftand Shiloh, and by the in- 
heritance Ferufalem , fo in the Mifnab'; fee 
1 Chron, xxiii. 25. the Targum of Fonathan is, 
*¢ ye are not come tothe houfe of the fanctuary, 
which is the houfe of reft, and to the inheritance 
of the land.” 

¥, 10. But when ye go over Fordan, &c.| Which 
iay between the place where they now were, and 
the land of Canaan, and which they would quick- 
ly go over : and dwell in the land which the Lord 
jour God giveth you to inherit; the land of Canaan, 
and which fhews that thac is meant by the inheri- 
tance: and when de giveth you reft from allyour 
enemies round about; which was done when the land 
was fubdued, and divided among the tribes of J/- 
rael, Fofo. xxii. 4. and which confirms the fenfe 
of Canaan being the reft ; though this was more 
completely fulfilled in the days of David, when he 
and Jj/rael had reft from all their enemies round 
about, 2 Sam. vii. r. and who brought the ark of 
the Lord to Jerufalem; and into whofe heart the 
Lord put it to prepare to build a temple at Ferufa- 
lem for him, and which was ereéted and finithed in 
the days of his fon Solomon : fo that ye dwell in 


fafety ; from their enemies, as they more efpecially 


did in the reigns of David and Solomon ; which 
feems plainly to defcribe the time when the place 


abiding, but were continually removing from place} not named fhould appear to be chofen by the Lord 


to place, and could not always obferve punctually 
and precifely the exact order and time of their fa- 
crifices and other things, nor offer them at any 
certain place, and many were doubtlefs neglected 
by them ;, fee Amos v. 25. every man whatfoever is 
right in his own eyes,; that did he, brought the 
above things when and where he pleafed ; not that 
there was no regard had to the laws and rules given, 
as if there was no prieftin J/rael, but they were 
not fo exactly in all circumftances conformed to, .as 
they would be obliged to when they came into the 
land of Canaan, and had a certain place to bring 
their offerings to ; fo fome in Aben Ezra obferve, 
that one would give the firftling, another not, be- 
caufe it depended on the land, or was what they 
were obliged to only when they came into the land 
of Canaan; fee Exod. xiii. 11. but he thinks the 

- fenfe is, that they did not all fear God, and fo did 
not do their duty. 

_ 9. For ye are not yet come to the reft, &c.) 
The land of Canaan, which was typical of the reft 
which remains for the people of God in heaven ; 
for though they now enter into a fpiritual reft in 
Chrift, they are not yet come to their eternal reft , 
they are ina world of trouble, through Sin, Satan, 
and wicked men ; but they fhall come to itgyas I 


_ © Prefat. ad Yad Chazakah. 
© In Mifn. Meilah, c 4. §. 2. 


to put his name in, as follows. 

y. 11. Then there foall be a place, &c.] Fixed 
and fettled, and will be known to be the place : 
which the Lord your God foall chufe, to caufe his name 
to dwell there; where he himfelf would dwell; and 
where his name would be called, and he would be 
worfhipped : thither fhall ye bring all that I com- 
mand you, your burnt-offerings and your facrifices, 
your tithes, and the heave-offerings of your hands ; of 
which fee the noteon ¥. 6. and all your choice vows 
which ye vow unto the Lord ; or, the choice of your 
vows®; which, as Yarchi obferves, was brought 
of their choiceft things, as they ought to be ; fee 
Mal. i. 14. 

y.12. And ye foall rejoice before the Lord your 
God, &c.] In the place chofen and fixed, wherea 
temple would be built for him, and he would ta 
up his refidence ; eating with joy and gladnefs that 
part of the offerings which belonged to them, keep- 
ing as it were a feaft before the Lord, in token of 
gratitude for what they had received from him: 
ye-and your fons, and your daughters, and your men- 
Servants, and your maid-fervants; which explains 
what is meant by their houthold, ¥. 7. wives are 
not mentioned, becaufe it could not be thought 
they would eat and rejoice, or keep fuch a feaft 

without 


4 Bartenora in Mifn. Kofh-hafhanah, c..1. §. 1. & in Mifn. Ediot, c. 7. § 6, 
f Zebachim, c. 14. §. 45 5, 6, 7, 8. & Bartenora in ib. wh 
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without them, and therefore needlefs to name them : but of -the tithe which every three years they “Y 


_and the Levite that is within your gates; fach allo 

were to partake of this entertainment, who were 
ufeful in inftruCing their families in the knowledge 
of divine things, and ferviceable to them on many 
accounts in the worfhip of God : fora/much as be 
hath no part nor inheritance with you; in the divi- 
fion of the land, and fo having nothing to manure 
and cultivate, was deftitute of the fruits of the 
earth, and could make no improvement and in- 
creafe of his fubftance, .as they could. 
, ¥. 13. Take heed to thyfelf, that thou offer not thy 
burnt-offerings, &c.| And fo any other, this is put 
for all the reft : in every place that thou feeft ; which 
might take with their fancy, feem pleafant, and fo 
a proper and fuitable place to facrifice in, as on 
high places, and under green trees ; but they were 
not to indulge their own fancies and imaginations, 
or follow the cuftoms of others, but keep to the 
rules prefcribed them by the -Lord, and to the 
place fixed by him for his worfhip. 


y. 14. But in the place which the Lord fhall chufe\bound to bring, but brought them freely. 


in one of thy tribes, &c.] Which tribe is not-named, 
nor what place in that tribe ; fee the note on y.5. 
there thou foalt offer thy burnt-offerings , on the al- 
tarof burnt-offering there placed: and there shalt 
thou do all that I command thee , refpecting fane- 
tuary-fervice, and particularly thofe things obferv- 
ed in y. 6. 

¥. 15. Notwithftanding. thou mayeft kill and eat 
flefh in all thy gates, 8ec.] They might kill fuch 
cattle that were allowed for food, and eat the fiefh 
of them in the feveral cities and houfes in which 
they dwelt ; they were not obliged to bring thefe 
to the place God fhould chufe, and kill them there, 
as they had been wont to bring them to the taberna- 
cle whilft in the wildernefs : whatfoever thy foul luft- 
eth after ; whatever they had a mind to, or their 
appetite craved, and were defirous of, provided 
it was not any thing forbidden, but was allowed to 
beeaten: according to the bleffing of the Lord thy 
God which-he hath given thee ; which it was in the 
power of their hands to procure for themfelves ; 
they might live according to their abilities, and 
keep a table anfwerable to what God had blefied 
themwith ; from which they were fo far from be- 
ing reftrained, that it was rather commendable in 
them fo to do, provided they did not indulge to 
luxury and intemperance : the clean and the un- 
clean may eat thereof , that is, fuch in their families 
who laboured under any ceremonial uncleannefs by 
the touch of a dead body, or by reafon of iffues 
and menftrues ; thefe, as well as thofe who were 


to lay up within their gatés, and which they’ 


to eat with their families and others; but the other’ ; 


two years they were to carry it to the place the 
Lord chofe, or turn it into money, and when they’ 
came thither purchafé with it what they pleafed,: 
and-eat it they and their houfhold, and others with’ 
them, before the Lord fee Deut. xiv: 22-29.) 
the firftlings of thy herds or of thy focks + thefe alio’ 
the firft-born males belonged to the Lord, and fo’ 


to the priefts, and could not be eaten by the’ people’ 


any where ; and muft be underftcod either of y 
next firftlings, ‘which were the people’s, or of ‘the’ 
female firftlings, which they might devote to the’ 
Lord, and fo notallowed to eat at home, but in 
the chofen place: xor any of th) vows which thow 
vowel, nor thy free-will- offerings ; which were fpe~ 


cies of peace-offerings, and fo to be eaten not in’ 
: ey 


their own cities, but in the place appointed : of: 
beave-offerings of thine band ; the firtt-fruits , fee 
ch. xxvi. 1—r1. thefé were fuch’ they were not 
a.) 
y¥. 18. But thou muft eat them before the Lord thy 
God, in the place which the Lord thy God foall 
choofé ,8cc.] Which may be faid to bé eaten before 
him, being eaten in the place where his fanétuary 
flood, in which he dwelt’: shou, and thy fon and thy 
daughter, and thy man-fervant and thy maid fervant, 
and the Levite that is within thy gates ; who were 
all to-come with him to this place ; fee the note on 
¥. 12. and thou foalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, 
in all that thou putteft thine hand untos chearfully 
make and keep this feaft in the manner directed to,. 
rejoicing with his family and his friends, with the 
Levites and with the poor, expreffing his thankful- 
nefs to God for his bleffing on his labour, 
¥. 19. Take heed to thy/elf that thou forfake not the 
Levite, &c.]} By withholding from him the tithes 


appointed for his maintenance; or rather by nes 


glecting to take him with him in order to partake 
of the feaft or entertainment before fpoken of: as 
long as thou liveft upon the earth ; fo that it wag not 
one time only, but always ; whenever he eat thele 
holy things before the Lord, as long as he lived, he 
was to be careful he had the Levite with him, fora 
reafon given, W. 12. 
- W.20. When the Lord thy God fhall enlarge thy 
border as he hath promifed thee, cc.) Brought them 
into the land of Canaan, where they fhould have 
large and good paftures for the feeding of their 
cattle, which they had not in the wildernef$, and 
fo a greater increafe of them : avd thou foalt fay, 
Iwill eat flefh; which they were fparing of, or eat 


free from any thing of this kind, might eat of} but little of in the wildernefs, left their herds and 


common food in their houfes, though they might 
not eat of the holy things; fee Lev. vii. 20, 21. 
as of the roe-buck and as of the bart 3 that is, as 
thofe were clean creatures, and allowed for food, 
ch. xiv. 5. fo they might eat of oxen or fheep, or 
lambs or rams, and goats, though they were crea- 
es ufed in facrifice. 


¥. 16. Only ye fhall not eat the blood, 8c.) Alljand allowed to be eateh, and as much of it 
manner of blood being forbidden, of fowl or of|craved, only intemperance mutt be guarded a 
¥. 21. If the place which the Lord thy God hath 
food : ye foall pour it out upon the earth as water ;|chofin to put bis name be too far from thee, 8c.) 
which cannot be gathered up again for ufe, but is}Or rather for®, or feeing’ the place will be t 


eafts, whether flain for facrifice or for common 


fwallowed up in the earth. 


y.17. Thou maycft not eat within thy gates the|kill and eat flefh for common food in thei 
tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, 8cc.]| ¥. 15. then thou foalt kill of thy herd and of 
This can’t be underflood of the tithe given to the| flock; of thy oxen and of thy fheep, creattn 
Levites, or of that which the Levites out of theirs] ufed in facrifice; but this was no bar ad the ufe 
gave to the priefts, for that was only eaten by them ;} them for common food alfo: which the Lo: 

2 : : \ Re 


» $3 cum, Pagninus, Montanus. 


their flocks fhould be confumed ; but now havir 
room to feed them, and an increafé of thems they 
would give themfelves a greater liberty of eatin 
flefh : decaufe thy foul longeth to eat fle 5 sad 


have a craving appetite unto it, having fo long 


eat none or very little : thou mayef eat flefo what- 
Joever thy foul lufteth after ; of any fort thatis cle . 


ba” 


from thee ; for it is allowed before that they 
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given thee as I have commanded thee; ¥. 15. and thoulin 


Joalt eat in thy gates whatfoever thy foul luftetb af- 
ter ; flefth of any fort, lawful to be eaten. 

¥.22. Even as the roe-buck and the kart is eaten, 
&c.] Which were not only clean creatures, as be- 
fore obferved, but were commonly and frequently 
eaten, there being plenty of them in thofe parts: /o 
thou halt eat them; their oxen and calves, their 
fheep and lambs, their goats and their kids: the 
unclean and the clean fall eat of them alike; no dif. 
ference being to be made on that account, with re 
{pect to common food; fee the note on y. 15. 
which all alike might partake of, notwithftanding 
any ceremonial uncleannefs that any might be at- 
tended with. 

W. 23. Only be fure that thou eat not the blood, 
&c.] This is repeated again, that they might be 
careful to obferve the law concerning that : for the 
Blood is the life ; which is the reafon given for the 
prohibition of it, Zev. xvii. 11. fee the note there: 
and thou mayeft not cat the life with the flefh ; by 
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3; and eating commen fieh in their own houfes, 
only to be careful not to eat blood : shat it may go 
well with thee, and with thy children after thee for 
ever; for, as has been often obferved, their conti- 
nuance in the land of Canaan, and enjoymentof all 
good things in it, depended upon their obedience to 
the commands of God; fee Jf i. 19. when thou 
doch that which is good and right in the fight of the 
Lord thy God; which is to do all his command- 
ments; forthefe are what are good and right in his 
fight, and it is for the good of men to do them. 

¥.29. When the Lord thy God fhall cut off the 
nations from before thee, &c.] The feven nations of 
the land of Canaan, ch. vii. 1. whither thou goeft 
to poffe/s them, and thou fucceedeft them, and dwelleft 
in their land; or to inherit them, and thou doft 
inherit them, by dwelling in their land. 

¥. 30. Take heed to thyfelf, that thou be not fnared 
by following them, &c.| Their examples and cuf- 
toms, and fo be drawn into the fame idolatrous 
practices ; fee Pf cvi. 35, 36. after that they be de- 


which it feems that the meaning of the law was|/froyed from before thee ; for their idolatries and other 


that the blood might not be eaten in or with the 
fiefth, but to be let out of it, or the flefh not to be 


fins : and that thou enquire not after their gods; 
what they were, their names, forms, and figures : 


eaten raw but dreffed ; for there were divers laws|/aying, how did thefe nations ferve their godi? what 


about eating of blood, which are differently ex- 
prefied. A 

¥. 24. Thou fhalt not eatit, &c.] Neither with 
the flefh, nor feparately : shou fhalt pour it upon the 
earth as water ; as the blood of facrifices was pour- 


was the manner of worfhip they gave them? what 
rites, cuftoms, and certmonies, did they ufe in 
their adoration of them ? ever fo will I do likewife ; 
or however, if this was not determined on when 
the enquiries were made, there was danger that this 


ed upon the altar, the blood of common Alefh was|would be the refult of them, and therefore the cau- 


to be poured upon the earth, fignifying it was not 
to be ufed, and no account to be made of it; fee 
the. note on y. 16. 


tion is given. 
¥. 31. Thou feali not do fo unto the Lord thy God, 
&c.] Not ferve and worfhip him after the manner 


¥. 25. Thou foalt not eat it, that it may be well\of the Gentiles, nor introduce their rites and cuftoms 


with thee, and with thy children after thee, &c.J\into his fervice, ufed by them in the worhhip of 
That they and their pofterity might be fpared, and|their gods: for every abomination which be hateth 
continue long, and enjoy much profperity ; for |bave they done unto their gods ; as murder, adultery, 


thofe that eat blood, contrary to this command of|&c. which God has expreffed his averfion to, and 


God, it is threatened that he would fet his face 
again{ft them, and they fhould be cut off, Lev. vii. 
27. and xvii. 10. when thou fhalt do that which is 
right in the fight of the Lord; not only obferve this 
command, but all others. 

¥. 26. Only thy holy things which thou haft, &c.| 
Which the Zargums of Onkelos and Jonathan inter- 
pret of the tithe of their holy things, and Aben 
fzra of their burnt-offerings and peace-offerings ; 
they feem to includeall in. 17. and thy vows thou 
fealt take, and go unto the place which the Lord fhall 
chufe ; fo often referred to, but not named ; fee on 
¥e 5 
¥. 27. And thou fhalt offer thy burnt-offerings, the 
fiefo and the blood, upon the altar of the Lord thy 
God, &c.] And on that only, even the altar of 
burnt-offering : and the blood of thy facrifices; one 
as well as another, not only of the burnt-offerings, 
but of the fin-offerings, trefpafs offerings, and 


peace-offerings : /ball be poured out upon the altar of 


the Lord thy God ; either fprinkled on it, or poured 
out at the bottom of it ; fee Lev. i. and iii. and iv. 
and thou foalt eat the flefh , that is, of the peace- 
offerings, for of them only might the people ear, 
and that only before the Lord. 


¥.28. Obferve and hear all thefe words which I from it ; 


indignation at; one inftance of the former fort is 


given here: for even their fons and their daughter$ 


they have burnt in the fire to their gods ; not only 
men have they facrificed to them, but fuch near re- 
lations ; and not only caufed them to pafs through 
the fire, but burnt them in it; fo the Carthagi- 
nians are faid to do, who learned this inhuman 
practice from the Phenicians ; they were a colony 
of the inhabitants of this land of Canaan, Of the 
Phenicians, Porphyry fays', that in great calami- 
ties, as war or peftilence, they facrificed to Saturn 
fome one of thofe that were deareft to them, ap- 
pointed by fuffrage. The Phenician hiftory, adds 
he, is full of fuch facrifices, which Sanchoniatho 
wrote in the Phenician language; and Curtius 
fays * , the cuftom of facrificing a fine boy to Sa- 
turn was received by the Carthaginians from their 
founders (the Zyrians and Phenicians), and which 
they continued even to the deftruction’ of their 
city. 

y. 32. What thing foever 1 command you, obferve 
to doit, &c.] In the manner it is commanded and © 
direéted to ; the laws of God, both as to matter. 
and manner, were to be obeyed juft as they were 
delivered : thou fhalt not add thereto, nor diminifh- 
neither add any cuftoms and rites of the 


command thee, &cc.| Refpecting the demolition of all| heathens to them, nor neglect any thing enjoined 
monuments of idolatry, and bringing all holy|on'them ; fee Prov. xxx. 6. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 


things to the place the Lord fhould chufe to dwell 


1 De Abftinentia, L2 §. 56. 
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CHAP, XII ae: 


N this chapter the //raelites ate taught how toland inculcate into the minds of the people ; and for 
difcern a falfe prophet, fhun and punith him, ¥.|the confirmation of which, and in order to draw 
1— 5. what to do with enticers to idolatry, not only|them into the reception of them, and aét accor- 
not to confent to them, but without favour and}ding to them, he propofed to give a fign or wonder. 
affection to them, endeavour to bring them to juft) y. 3. Thou foalt not hearken to the words of that 
punifhment, and be the firft that fhould inflict it prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, &c.] Even 
on them, y. 6—11. and how to behave towards although he does give the fign and work the won- 
city drawn into idolatry, as to enquire the truth} der ; “for it might be reafonably concluded there 
of it, then make war againft it; deftroy all in it,| muft be fallacy i in him, and that neither he nor his 
men, women, children ‘aud cattle; and burn the] miraculous fign could come from God, who would 
fpoil of it, and fuffer not any thing at all belong-| never fend a perfon to enable him to do figns and 
ing to it to cleave unto them, ¥. 12—18. wonders, to perfuade men to believe and aét contrary 
to a former declaration of his mind and got ; to 
y.1. If there arife among you a prophet, &c.]\break a plain law of his, as in ch. v. 7, 8, g. this 
A falfe prophet, a lying prophet, as the Yargum of| would be to contradiét and deny himfelf ; whatever 
onathan ; one that pretends to be a true prophet,|therefore is contrary to a known law or eftablithed 
and to be fent of God, and to come from him with|doétrine, either of law or gofpel, let it come from 
a meffage from him, a new revelation or doétrine,]whom it will, or pretend to be confirmed by mi- 
or in his name, to foretel things to come; the for-|racles, is not to be received ; fee Gal. i. 8, 9. for the 
mer is chiefly meant. Such prophets did arife in|Zord your God proveth you, whether you love the 
J/rael before the time of Chrift, and have fince a-| Lord your God with ail your heart, and with all your 
rofe under the chriftian name; fee 2 Pet. ii. 1. or|foul; for fhould they be prevailed upon by fuch 4 
a dreamer of dreams; the fame with the prophet, |prophet, to hearken to his doétrine, and embrace 
only to be diftinguithed by the different manner of |it,- and act according to it, it would be a plain cafe 
their having the mind and will of God revealed tojthat they did not cordially love the Lord, fince 
them, pretended to; either by vifion or by dream, |they could fo eafily, and by iuch preterices be drawn 
which were the two ufual ways in which the Lord jafide from the true worfhip of him, and ferve o- 
fpake to the true prophets, ‘Numb. xii. 6. fo that |ther gods ; on the other hand it would be a proof 
the prophet is one, who pretended he had a vifionjof their fincere affection for God, and of their 
from the Lord, and the dreamer one that had ajJclofe and {trict attachment to ey that notwith- 
dream from him, or fomething: revealed to him in|ftanding fuch fpecious pretences made, and fuch 
a dream ; and dreams are fometimes ufed for falfe| miracles wrought, yet abode by him and his wor- 
dogtrines, vain, deceitful and illufory ; fee Fer.|fhip, and could not be wrought upon to forfake 
Xxiil. 25—28. The Targum of Jonatha calls himjhim and follow other gods and ferve them ; fee 
*« a dreamer of a dream of pride”: fuch perfons}|1 Cor. xi. 19. 
are generally prompted by the pride of their own] y. 4. Ye fhall walk after the Lord your God, &c.} 
hearts to take fuch a method to make themfelves| As he has directed according to the laws and rules 
famous, and refpected among men; and ufually|which he has given, both with refpect to their mo- 
bring fuch doétrines with them which are agreeable|ral and civil conduct, and their religious worfhip 
to the pride and vanity of human nature: and giv-jof him; and fo the Targum of Fonathan, “ye 
eth thee a fign or a wonder, for the confirmation of|fhall walk after the worfhip of the Lord your 
his miffion and doétrine ; “fuch as Mofes wrought|God”: and fear him, and keep bis commandements , 
before the children of J/rael and before Pharach,|\fear to offend him, and fo keep his command- 
Signs are expreffions or reprefentations of things}ments ; or keep his commandments from or thro” 
' to come to pafs; wonders, fuch as either do, or|fear; not a fervile but a filial one, a reverential 
feem to exceed the common courfe of nature or be [affection for him ; this is the whole duty of man, 
contrary to it. Eccl. xii. 13. and “obey bis voice ; in his word, or by- 
y.2. And the fign and wonder come to. pafs\his prophets and minifters: it may very well be un- 
whereof be fpake unto thee, &c.] The fign he|derltood of the voice of Chrift, the angel that 
promifed to give, or the miracle he propofed to|went before them, whofe voice they were continu- 
do, to fhew the reality of his miffion, and theJally to. hearken to and obey, Exod. xxiii. 21, 22. 
truth of his doctrine, which is performed, or}aud you fhall ferve him, and cleave unto him ; it may 
feemingly performed, by legerdemain, by magic|refpect all religious worfhip both private and pub- 
art, or by the help of the devil; which the Lord/}lic; the Targum of Fonathan reftrains it to prayer, 
fometimes fuffered for the trial of the faith and o-|but it not only includes that but all other aéts of 
bedience of his people, and for the hardening of|piety and devotion, and which are to be conftantly 
others in their unbelief, and which iffues in their performed and not departed from; for fo to do is to 
deftruction ; fee 2 Theff. ii. g—12. faying, let us|cleaye to the Lord, as a man to his wi 
go after other gods (which thou haft not known) andjwoman to her hufband, in which conjugal 
let us ferve them other gods befides the one living}tion God abd his people J/rae/ were, he 
and true God, the creator of all things, ftrange|hufband unto them, and to do otherwife is 
gods, the idols of the people, as the Zargum of|a whoring from him after other gods. ==” 
Jonathan ; fach as they had never heard of, nor] x. 5. dad that peopl tet reaeel 
had any knowledge of, nor any benefit from, as|/hall be put to death, Sec.) Which de 
they had of the Lord their God. Now the doc- ing to the Targum of Fonathan was to 
trines of thefe and of their worfhip are what the|with the fword: becaufe be hath Jpoken to 
falfe prophet or dreamer is fuppofed to come with, |away from the Lord your God or /poken 
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gainft the Lord', high treafon againft him, deliver- 
ing out doétrine that-tends to caufe his fubjects 
to rebel againft him, and revolt from him; and 
therefore he is juftly deferving of death, to draw 
off a people from him he had been fo good and 
kind unto; fo that to apoftacy would be added 
the fin of ingratitude: which brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the 
boufe of bondage; and fo was not only their Lord 
by creation whom they ought to ferve, but by 
redemption, which ‘laid them under double obli- 
gation to ferve him : to thruft thee out of the way 
which the Lord thy God commanded thee to watk in ;) 
not by external force, but by the power of per- 
fuafion, by enticing words and arguments: /o /halt 
thou put the evil away from the midft of thee, the 
evil man, by putting him to death, and the evil 
of idolatry, by not liftening to the words of the 
falfe prophet. 

y. 6. If thy brother, the fon of thy mother, &c.) 
A brother by mother’s fide, which is generally 
fuppofed to be the neareft relation, at leaft moft 
out of queftion, fo more liable to be regarded as 
being beloved: or thy fon, or thy daughter, or the 
wife of thy bofom; moft dearly beloved by him, 
as indeed each of thefe relations are by a man, 
there being none nearer or dearer to him: or thy 
friend, which is‘as thine foul; as dear to him as 
himfelf, and fo ftriétly united in friendfhip, as if 
one foul dwelt in two bodies; fuch clofe friends 
were Fonathan and David, 1 Sam. xviii. 1. Some 
Fewifo writers think the father is not mentioned, 
becaufe of the reverence of him, with which all 
after-dealings with him obliged to, would feem in- 
confiftent; but the reverence of God is to be pre- 
ferred to the reverence of parents; and befides, if 
fuch near relations that are here mentioned, than 
which there are none nearer, are not to be fpared 
if guilty of the fin after warned againft, then not 
a father, who is in the fame tranfereffion: entice 
thee fecretly; when alone with him, which might 
be judged the moft proper time to work upon him, 
there being none to oppofe the enticer, or to affift 
the enticed ; fo Sataz took the opportunity of Eve 
being alone when he attacked her with his temp- 
tation, and the fame method is taken by his chil- 
dren: faying, let me go and ferve other gods which 
thou haft not known, thou nor thy fathers; not even 
their immediate anceftors, and fo the calf was not 
of thefe gods; nor their more remote ancéftors, 
as Abrabam, Ifaac and Facob, who were no idola- 
ters; nor even Terah, tho’ he was one, yet the gods 
of the Canaanites and of the neighbouring nations, 
which feem to be here meant, at leaft principally, 
were fuch that he knew not. This circumftance 
may feem to carry in it an argument rather why 
they fhould not, than why they fhould ferve fuch 
gods; wherefore the words of the enticer feem to 
be only thefe, et us go and ferve other gods, and 
what follows are the words of the Lord, defcriptive 
of thofe gods, and fo a diffuafive from ferving them. 

y. 7. Namely, of the gods of the people which 
are round about you, &c.| As of the Edomites, 
Moabites, Ammonites and Phenicians: nigh unto 


thee ; as the above were, being on the borders of 


their land: the Targum of Fonathan interprets this 
of the idols of the feven nations, that is of the land 
of Canaan: or far off from thee; as the Babylonians, 
“Perfians, and others: from the one end of the earth 
“even unto the other end of the earth; which in- 
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cludes all the idols in the ~orld worfhipped by 
whatfoever nation, and which were forbidden; and 
which fhews the univerfality of idolatry in thofe 
times, and that that is an infufficient argument in 
its favour. archi interprets this of the fun and 
moon and the hoft of heaven, who go from one 
end of the world to the other; and this feems to 
have been the firft and moft common idolatry of 
the Gentile world, and which were worthipped in 
the feveral deities they fet up. 

¥.8. Thou fhalt not confent unto bim, &c.] To 
commit the idolatry enticed unto, or join with him 
in it: nor hearken to him; not fo much as patiently 
to hear him, but at once exprefs an abhorrence of 
and indignation at what he recommends: neither 


Joall thine eye pity bim pitied he might be for his 


ignorance, ftupidity and wickednefs, and on ac- 
count of the miferable eftate and condition he was - 
in, and of thofe dreadful confequences which 
would follow upon it, if not converted from it; 
but no mercy was to be fhown him on account of 
nearnefs of relation: neither fhalt thou fpare; to 
reprove him fharply, and to expofe him to pub- 
lic vengeance: neither fhalt thou conceal him, nei- 
ther him nor his fin, but make both public, ac- 
quaint others with it, and endeavour to bring him 
before the civil magiftrate to be examined, tried 
and judged ; fo far fhould they be from hiding 
his offence from others, or excufing and extenua- 
ting it, or from harbouring his perfon ‘privately 

when fought for upon information. 
¥. 9. But thou fhalt furely kill bim, 8&c.] Not 
privately and fecretly when and where he entices, 
nor the enticed himfelf by his own authority, but 
after being examined, judged and condemned by 
the civil magiftrate ; and none might judge a falfe 
prophet but the Sanbedrim at Ferufalem, the San- 
hedrim of feventy-one™; fee Luk. xiii. 33. but 
the difficulty’is how fuch an one could be convic- 
ted, fince the affair was tranfacted fecretly, y. 6. 
and there were none prefent to be witnefles, none 
but the enticer and the enticed; fo that either the 
enticer muft be brought to a confeffion of his 
guilt, or the teftimony of the enticed alone muft be 
taken. The Yewi/h doétors fay *, that they laid in 
wait for the enticer, which they never did for any 
other perfon, and the method they took was this ; 
the enticed brought two perfons, and put them be- 
hind a hedge, fo that they might fee the enticer, and 
hear his words, and he not fee them; and he faid to 
the enticer, fay what thou haft faid to me privately; 
which faid, the enticed anfwered to him, how fhall we 
leave our God which is in heaven, and go and ferve 
wood and ftone? if he returned (from his evil) here- 
by, or was filent, he was free; but if he faid unto 
him, fo we are obliged, and thus it is comely for 
us ; they that ftood afar off, behind the hedge (or 
ina dark room) brought him to the Sanhedrim, and 
{toned him, that is, after examination, trial, judg- 
ment and condemnation: thine hand fhall be firft 
upon him to put him to death; he was to throw 
the firft ftone at him, partly to fhew his indig- 
nation againft the fin he had enticed him to, and 
that it had not at all affected him fo as to incline 
him unto it; and partly to fhew that he had bore 
a true’ teftimony, of which a fufpicion might have 
been created in the minds of fome, had he been 
backward to the execution of him: and afterwards 
the hand of ail the people ; who then could proceed 
with more certainty ~and fatisfaction: this fhews 
2 that 


™ Mifn. Sanhedrin, c, 1. §. 7. 


$2 


that the perfon enticed had not a right to kill the 
enticer, without a judicial procefs, and the order 
of the civil magiftrate. 

¥. 10, And thou fhalt ftone him with ftones that 
he die, &c.] It was not fufficient to anfwer the 
end of the law to caft a few ftones at him, but he 
was to be ftoned to death: becaufe be hath fought 
to thruft thee away from the Lord thy God ; to com- 
pel by force of argument, or the dint of perfua- 
fion, to relinquifh the profeffion of the true God, 
faith in him, and the worfhip of him: which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the houfe 
of bondage ; which ageravated the fin of the enti- 
cer, and would have made the fin of the enticed 
the more hainous had he fallen into it. 

¥. 11. And all Tfrael foall hear, and fear, &c.] 
Shall hear of the death the enticer was put unto, 
and fhall fear to aét fuch a part he did, and be upon 
their guard againft any fuch perfon, and be cautious 
that they are not drawn into fin by him: and fhall 
do no more any fuch wickednefs as this is among you ; 
either to entice unto idolatry or commit it; which 


Is a piece of wickednefs againft the firit table of 


the law, and avery hainous one, and exceeding 
offenfive and provoking to God, being fo directly 
againft his being, perfections and glory. 

W. 12. If thou foalt hear fay in one of thy cities, 


&c.] A report concerning them, any one of 


them: which the Lord thy God hath given thee 
to dwell there; which he had not only given them, 
but had put them into the poffeffion of, and it 
was become their dwelling-place, or was inhabited 
by J/raelites, otherwife they were already given unto 
them, but did not inherit and inhabit them, and 
it might be poffible that there might be fome city 
or cities, at leaft for a time, which though given 
them, were not inhabited by them, but by the 


DEUTERONO MY. Ch sili. ¥. ro—19. 


and repent, it is well, but if they continue in 
their folly, the Sanhedrim order all Trad to go. 
up againft them to war, and they befiege them, 
and fet themfelves in battle array againft them, 
until the city be broken up; and when it is bro- 
ken up, immediately they fet up many courts of 


judicature, and they judge them; and againft whom- 


foever two witnefies come that he ferved idols, after 
they have admonifked him they feparate him ; if all 
the worfhippers be the fewelt, they ftone them, and 
the reft of the city are delivered ; if they are found 
the greater number, they bring them to the great 
Sanhedrim, and finith their judgment there, and they 
flay all thofe that have ferved, with the fword: 
and bebold if it be truth, and the thing certain; that 
fuch wicked men have rifen and have prevailed 
upon the inhabitants of the city where they live, - 
to leave the worfhip of the true God, and go into 
idolatry, when there is full proof of this, and it is 
paft all queftion, that fuch abomination is wrought 
among you; aS idolatry is, which is an abomina- 
tion to God, and ought to be fo to all mankind, 
and efpecially to a people that profefs his name. 

¥. 15. Thou fhalt furely mite the inhabitants of 
that city with the edge of the fword, &c] This : 
could not be the work of a fingle perfon, nor of 
the whole Sanhedrim, but was what the whole na-. 
tion was to join in, according to the above note? 
deftroying it utterly; pulling down the houfes, and 
demolifhing its walls and fortifications, or burning 
it, as afterwards explained : and all that is therein; 
men, women and children: and the cattle thereof 


with the edge of the fword, this feverity was ufed 


to fhew the Lord’s indignation againft the fin of 
idolatry, and to deter perfons from it, both indi- 
viduals and bodies of men. . 

y.16. And thou fhalt gather all the fpoil of it 


Canaanites, and fuch cities this law did not con- into the mid? of the ftreet thereof, &c.] All the 


cern: /aying ; as follows. 

¥. 13. Certain men, the children of Belial, &c.} 
Which fignify either perfons without a yoke, who 
have thrown off the yoke of God’s law and will 
not fubmit to it, or unprofitable ones, as wicked 
men be, both to God, themfelves and others: are 


| wealth and fub{tance of the inhabitants, their houf 


hold-goods, fhop-goods, merchandife, utenfils ‘in 
trade and bufinefs, andevery thing that can benamed. 
The Jews fay ’ if there is no ftreet, they make one’ 
(or a market-place), if that is without it, they 
bring them into the midft of it: and fhall burn with 


gone out from among yous not locally, but with re-| fire the city, and all ibe Jpoil thereof every whit ; be it 


ipect to their religious fentiments and pra¢tices, ha- 
ving feparated themfelves from the people of God, 
and from the fervice of the fanctuary, the true 
worthip of God, and a profeffion of it, and given 
into the worfhip of idols: and have withdrawn the 
inbabitants of their city ; withdrawn them by the 
force of perfuafion from the worfhip of the true 
God, and drawn them into idolatry : faying, let us 
go and ferve other gods unite as one man in the 
worlhip of the gods of the Gentiles: (which ye 
have not known): this was not faid by the children 
of Belial, but is added by the Lord by way of ex- 
planation, thewing what gods they were that thefe 
men advifed them to ferve, and confirms the ob- 
fervation made on y. 6. 

¥. 14. Then foalt thou enquire, make fearch, and 
ask diligently, &c.| That is, of the witnefles, as 
the Targum of Fonathan; and this is a cafe that is 
only taken into confideration, and judged of by 
the great Sanbedrim, or that of feventy-one at Fe- 
rifalem° and the method they took was this, when 
ic fell under their cognizance: the great Sanbe- 
drim fend and enquire and fearch till they know 
clearly that the whole city, or the greater part of 
it, are thruit away, and are turned to idolatry ;_ af- 
ter that they fend two difciples of the wife-men to 
admonifh them and bring them back; if they return 


* Maimon. ut fupra, c. 4. §.3.6. 
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what it may be, or let it be whofe property it will; 
and all this fhall be done: for the Lord thy God ; 
as by his appointment and command, and in obe- 
dience to him, {o for his honour and glory, and 
the vindication of his righteous law; and it hall 
Le an heap for ever, it foall not be built again; but 
lie a wafte as Fericho, though not an eatire watfte ; 
for according to the Yewi/ writers, tho’ it might 
not be built as it was before, it might be made 
into gardens and orchards 3. 
¥.17- And there foall cleave nought of the curfed 
thing to thine band, &c.] That is, they might 
not take any thing whatever to their own ule; for 
all being devoted to deftruétion was curfed, and 
brought a curfe upon the man that fhould make 
it his own property, as Achan did, when e- 
richo was deftroyed: that the Lord may turn from 
the fiercene/s of his anger; ttirred up by the idolatry — 
of the city: and foew thee mercy, and have com- 
paffion upon thee, who feeing wrath gone e 
might dread the confequences left it fhould fpread 
itfelf further: and multiply thee, as he hath fworn 
to thy fathers; Abraham, Iaac and Facob; this 
is obferved to encourage them to te his 
orders punctually in the deftruction of the idola- 
trous city; fince God could and would multi« 
ply them, as he had promiied their fathers, with 
2 ' ’ bu ( ay » 
9 Ibid. Maimon. & Sete 
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an oath, fo that they fhould. not be the fewer by | made unto them, and enjoined the obfervance of 
fuch an inftance of his feverity. them in the name of the Lord: to do that which 
- yt. 18, When thou foalt hearken to the voice of the \is right in the eyes of the Lord thy God; which they 
Lord thy God, &c.| Not only in this cafe, but in| would do, if they kept the commandments of the 
all others: fo keep all bis commandments which I} Lord, which are holy, juft and good, and muft 
command thee this day, the repetition of which he| be right in his fight becaufe commanded by him, 
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N this chapter fome cautions are given againft)form to the cuftoms of Gentiles, whether in their 
the ufe of fome rites and ceremonies in mour-|extravagant mourning for the dead, or in their re- 
ning for the dead, with the reafon thereof, y. 1, 2.|\ligious fervices; fee ch. vii. 6. and the Lord hath 
and inftruétions about what are lawful to be eaten, |chofen thee to be a peculiar people, above all thei na- 
and what not, whether of. beafts, fifhes, or fowl, |sions that are upon the earth; to be his peculiar 
x. 3—21. and concerning eating one fort of tithes|treafure, to be his peculiar fervants’ and worthip- 
both at the place God fhould chufe, and within|pers, to enjoy peculiar bleffings and privileges, and 
their own gates, ¥. 22—~29. behave in a peculiar manner different from all 
- jother people; and have no connection with them, 
y. 1. Ye are the children of the Lord your God,\efpecially in things facred ; and in order to keep 
&c.] Some of them were fo by the fpecial grace|them a diftin&t, peculiar people from all others, a 
of adoption, and all of them by national adop-|peculiar diet was appointed them, that fo’ being 
tion ; which was the peculiar privilege of the people) prohibited to eat fuch things as others did, they 
of Jrael, and laid them under great obligation to|might be kept out of their company and convet- 
honour and obey the Lord their God, who ftood/fation, and fo fron being drawn into their idola- 
in the relation of a father to them, and they of|trous practices; the rules concerning which follow ; 
children to him, Mal. i. 6. The Targum of Fo-|fee ch. vii. 6. 
nathan paraphrafes it beloved children; fo the a-| y. 3. Thou fhalt not eat any abomincble thing] 
poftle calls the faints, the dear children of God, who That is fo either in its own nature, or becaufe for- 
therefore ought to be followers of him, Ep. v. td bidden by the Lord ; what are fuch are declared in 
and for a like reafon this relation is obferved here;! the following verfes. 
namely to quicken a regard totheexhortations of the] y. 4. The/e-are the beafts which they /hall eat, &zc.] 
Lord, his cautions, commands, laws and ordinances,| That is which they might lawfully eat of, which 
particularly to what follows: ye fball not cut your-|were allowed for their food; for they were not ob- 
felves ; for the dead, as appears from the next claufe, 'liged to eat of them, if they did not chufe it: she 
as the heathens did, who not only tore their gar-|ow, the fheep, and the goat; which were creatures 
ments, but their flefh in feveral parts of their bo-jufed in facrifice and the only ones, yet neverthelefs 
dies, in their mouths, cheeks, breafts, &c. ".|they might be ufed for food if chofen. 
and ufed other extravagant figns of mourning,| -¥. 5. The hart, the roe-buck, and the fallow deer, 
which the apoftle cautions againft, 1 Thef. iv. 13. &c.] All of the deer kind, and very agreeable 
and were condemned by the heathens themfelves *.!food ; harts were very common in che land of Ca- 
Though fome think this refers to incifions the aan and parts adjacent; Zlianus{ays» harts are bred 
heathens made in their flefh to the honour of shea) the great mountains in Syria, Amanus, Lebanon 
bods, cutting the names of them therein to whom! and Carmel: the roe- buck, or Dorcas, trom whence 
they devoted themfelves; or lafhing their bodies at]a good woman had her name, 4é. ix. 36. is fpoken 
the worfhip of them, as the worfhippers of Buwaljof by Martial ™ as very delicious food, and fo are 
did when they called upon him, 1 Kings xviii. 28.|fallow deer; the word Fachmur here ufed, having 
and fo the Yerufalem Targum ‘* make not marks, |the fignification of rednefs in it, may be ufed for 
marks”, that is here and there, in many places, or|that fort which are called red deer: it is obferved 
bruifes black and blue by ftriping and beating}that in the 4radic language it is ufed for an animal 
themfelves, for ftrange worfhip, or at it in honour|with two horns, living in the woods, not unlike 
of their gods ; but the former fenfe feems beft to]an hart, but fwifter than that; and it is afked, is 
agree with what follows; fee Lev. xix. 28. mor|it not the Ace or Elch ?* and the.wild goat, and 
make any baldne/s between your eyes for the dead, by |the pygarg, and the wild ox, and the chamois; the 
fhaving the fore part of their head or their eye-|wild goat is reckoned by Pliny ’ among the half 
brows, or both, which ufed to be done in lamen-| wild creatures in Africa ; according to the philofo- 
tations for the dead ; fee Fer. xvi. 6, 7. if this could|pher * there are none but in Syria, on which Canaan 
be thought to have any refpect to rites and cere-|bordered, and were very remarkable ones, having 
monies ufed in the worfhip of dead and lifelefs i-jears a fpan and nine inches long, and fome reached 
dols, the cuftoms of the Egyptians might be refer-|to the ground. The Hebrew name for this creature 
red to, who are faid to fhave their heads and theirlis 4kko; and there is a four-footed wild beaft, by 
eyebrows in their facred rites to [is '. the Tartarians called Akkyk, and by the Turks, A- 
y. 2. For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy|koim, and which with the Scyzhians and Sarmatians 
God, &c.] Set apart by him from all other people,|are tobe met with in flocks ; it is between a hart 
and devoted to his worfhip and fervice, and many of|and a ram, its body whitifh, and the flefk exceeding 
them were fanctified and made holy in a fpecial/fweet*; it feems to be the fame with the Zrage- 
and fpiritual fenfe ; and therefore fhould not con-|/apbus, of which there were in radia, as Diodorus 


Siculus 
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Siculus* fays ; the next is the pygarg, which we fo 
render from the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin ver- 
fions, or white buttocks, fo called from the 
hinder part of it being white; a fpecies of the 
eagle with a white tail is called a pygarg, but here 
a four-footed aniinal is meant; and which is men- 
tioned as fuch along with hinds, does and goats 
by: Herodotus*, Alian", and Pliny; it has its 
name Difbon in Hebrew, from its afh-colour, and 
the Tragelaphus, or goat-deer, has part of its back 
afh-coloured, and has afh-coloured {pots or ftreaks 
on its fides ‘: fome take it to be the Strepficeres, a 
kind of buck or goat with writhed horns, which 
the Africans, as Pliny fays*, call Addaca, which is 
thought by fome to be a corruption of A/-Daj/hen, 
fo Funius; the Targum of Fonathan takes it for 
the Unicorn or Rhinoceros ; and the Talimudifts fay * 
that the unicorn, though it has but one horn, is 
free, z.e. lawful to be eat: the wild ox was com- 
mon in Arabia; Strabo’ {peaks of multitudes of 
wild oxen in fome parts of Arabia, on the flefh of 
which and other animals the Arabians live; in the 
Septuagint verfion ‘it is called the Oryx, which is a 
creature that has but one horn, and divides the 
hoof *, and fo might beeaten ; fee the note on // li. 
20. the laft the Chamois, has a French name, and 
is a creature of the goat-kind, from whofe fkin 
the chamois leather is made; in the figure of its 
body it feems to approach very much to the ftag 
kind !; perhaps it is the fame with the Cemas of 
filian™, mentioned by him along with roe-bucks. 
Some take it to be the Zarandus, of which Pliny 
fays" it is of the bignefs of an ox, has an head 
bigger than a hart and not unlike it ; its horns are 
branched, hoofs cloven, and is hairy like a bear. 
In the Targums of Onkelos and Fonathan this is the 
Pygarg ; thefe feveral forts of beafts were allowed 
to be eaten; the three firft there is no difficulty a- 
bout them, but the other feven, it is hard to de- 
termine what they are, at leaft fome of them. Dr. 
Shaw ° thinks that the deer, the antilope, the wild 
bear, the goat-deer, the white buttocks, the buf- 
falo and jeraffa may lay in the beft claim to the 
Ailee, Tzebi, Yachmur, Akko, Difoon, Thau, and 
Zomer, here. 

y¥. 6,7, 8. And every beaft that parteth the hoof, 
- &c.] In this and the two following verfes two 
general rules are given, by which it might be 
known what beafts were fit for food and what not ; 
one is, if they parted the hoof, and the other if 
they chewed the cud, fuch might be eaten; but 
fuch that only chewed the cud, but did not divide 
the hoof, as the camel, hare and coney, might not 
be eaten, and fo if they divided the hoof, and did 
not chew the cud, as the fwine, they were alike un- 
lawful ; fee the notes on Lev. xi. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 

y.9, 10. Thefe ye foall eat of, all that are in the 
waters, &c.] ‘The fifhes there, even fuch as have 
fins and fcales, but they that have not were not 
to be eaten; fee the notes on Lev. xi. 9, 10, 11, 
12. 

y. 11. Of all clean birds ye fall eat.] Which 
the Targum of Jonathan defcribes, every one that 
has a craw, and whofe crop is naked, and has a 
fuperfluous talon, and is not rapacious; but fuch 
as are unclean are exprefied by name in the follow- 
ing verfes, fo that all except them might be reck- 
oned clean and fit for food. Maimonides » obferves, 


b Bibliothec. 1. 2. p. 134. Vid. Plin. Ll. 8. ¢. 33. 
© Nat. Hilt. 1. 8. c. 53. 
4 T. Bab. Cholin, fol. 59. 2. 
1 Supplement to Chambers’s Dictionary on the Word 
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itfelf, &c.] 


were not killed in a proper manner. 
gums of Onkelos and Fonathan call him an uncir- 


Joalt not feethe a kid in its mother’s mi, 


3 © Melpomene, five, 1. 4. ¢. 192+ 
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that only the number of the unclean are reckoned, 
fo that all the reft are free. 


“ys 


¥. 12. But thefe are they of which they fhall no 


eat, &c.] Farchi obferves, that the unclean birds 
are particularly mentioned, to teach that the clean 
fort are more than the unclean, and therefore the 
particulars of the feweft are given; thefe are all the 
fame names as in Lev. xi. 13—19. excepting one, 
the glede, ¥.13. which is a kind of kite or put- 
tock ; the Feru/alem Targum renders it the vulture, 
and the Targum of ‘fonathan, the white Dayetha or 
vulture ; and Ariffotle fays * there are two forts of 
vultures, the one {mall and whiter, the other lar- 
ger and of many forms or colours ; in Hebrew its 
name here is Raab, and is thought to be the fame 
with Daahin Lev. xi. 14, there tranflated the Vul- 
ture, which has its name there from flying, and 


here from feeing, for which it is remarkable; fee 


Job xxviii. 7. and the letters = and 5 are pretty 
much alike and are fometimes changed, but chere 
is another here in ¥. 13. mentioned, the Dayah, 
which is not mentioned in Lev. xi. though fome 
think it the fame with the Aya, rendered both here 
and there the Kite; perhaps it means another fort 
of vulture, the black vulture, as the Targum of 
Jonathan. 


¥. 19. And every creeping thing that flieth is un- 


clean, &c.}] Which the Targum of Fonatban thus 
paraphrafes ; ‘¢ all flies and wafps (or hornets) and 
worms of lentiles and of beans, which are fepa- 
rated from food, and fly as birds, they are un- 
clean; fee the notes on Lev. xi. 20, 23. 


¥. 20. But of all clean fowls ye may eat.) Even 


of all fowls but thofe before excepted ; ben Ezra 
inftances in the locuft, as being a clean fowl, that 
might be eaten; and fo the Zargum of Jonathan 
is ** every clean locuft ye may eat”; fee Lev, xi. 
22. 


¥. 21. Ye foall not eat of any thing that dieth of 
This law is repeated from Lev, xvii. 
15. fee the note there: thou shalt give it unto the 


|ftranger that is in thy gates, that be may eat it; not 
to the profelyte of righteoufnefs, for he might not 
eat of it any more than an J/raelite, and if he did, 
he was obliged to wafh his cloaths, and bathe him- 
felf in water, and was unclean until the evening, 
as\in Lev, xvii. 15. but to a profelyte of the gate, 


who took upon him, as Farchi obferves, not to 


ferve idols, one that has renounced idolatry, but 
has not embraced the Yewi/h religion ; fuch an one 


might eat of things that died of themfelves, or 
The Tar- 


cumcifed ftranger or profelyte, who had not fub- 
mitted to circumcifion, as the profelyte of righte- 
oufnefs did: or thou mayeft fell it unto an alien, an 
idolater, one that was neither a profelyte of righ- 
teoufnefs nor of the gate, an entire alien from the 
commonwealth of J/rae/; one that was occafionally 
in the land of Canaan, or was travelling in it or 
through it, to fuch an one it might be fold: for 
thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God; 
feparated from all others, and devoted to his fer- 
vice, and therefore muft live on clean food and 
good meat, and not eat what others pe, thou 
the third time this law is mentioned ; tee 4d 
od. xxiii. 19. and xxxiv. 26, and the notes there; — 
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the reafon of which repetition the Fewi/ writers 
fay *, is, that it is once faid to forbid the eating it, 
a fecond time to forbid any ufe of it or profit by 
it, and a third time to forbid the boiling of it. 

y..22. Thoy fhalt truly tithe all the increafe of thy 
feed, &c.] This was a different tithe from that 
which was made and given to the Levites, and out 
of which a tithe was taken and given to the priefts, 
and which they only eat of, but this; as appears 
by the following verfe, was what the owners them- 
felves eat of, and fo the tithing was left to be made 
by them themfelves, and which they were to. be 
fure to make, and to make it truly and faithfully: 
that the field bringeth forth year by year; being 
ploughed and fowed yearly, the produce of it was 
to be tithed yearly ; the Fewz/h writers * obferve on 
this, that it muft be what the earth produces and 
is fit for food; and it muft be ¢hy feed, which is 
fpecially thine and is not common, but has an 
owner, and this excludes mufhrooms, &c. which 
thou foweft not, and therefore can’t be called thy 
feed. : 

¥. 23. And thou foalt eat before the Lord thy God, 
in the place which he ball chufe to place bis name 
there, &c.| See ch. xii. 5. there the tithe of all 
the fruits of the earth was to be eaten ; this is the 
fecond tithe, as the Targum of Fonathan, and fo 
Farchi, and which is more particularly defcribed as 
follows: the tithe’ of thy corn, of thy wine, and of 
thine oil; fee ch. xii. 17. and the note there: and 
the firftlings of thine herds, and of thy flocks, of 
which fee the note on the above place: that thou 
mayeft learn to fear the Lord thy God always ; which 
fuch a conftant practice would inure unto; fee 
on, xX 12. 

y. 24.-And if the way be too long for thee, &c.] 
The way from the place where any J/rae/ite might 
live, to carry it ; the tithe and the firftlings, it would 
be too expenfive or too troublefome in any way 
that could be devifed: or if the place fhall be too 
far from thee, which the Lord thy God fhall chufe to 
fet bis name there; which by the event appeared to 
be the city of Ferufalem, and this from fome parts 
of the land of Canaan was very diftant: when the 
Lord thy God hath bleffed thee, with a large in- 
creafe of the fruits of the earth, and of flocks and 
herds. 

¥. 25. Thou fhalt then turn it into money, &c.] 
The tithe, which would be lighter and eafier car- 
riage : and bind up the money in thine band, put it 
into a bag or purfe, and tie it up and carry it in 
the hand; which fome think was ordered, that it 
might not be mixed with other money; but it 
feems only to have refpect to journeying and ma- 
king it fit for that. ‘The Yewyh writers *, fome of 
them give a different fenfe of the word we render 
bind up, and interpret it of marking the filver, Or 
impreffing a form, figure or image on it with the 
hand; they mean that it muft be coined money ; fo 
Maimonides“, they mayn’t prophane the facred 
tithe with money not coined, nor with money not 
current, nor with money which is not in a man’s 

power ; for it is faid, in thine hand; which the 
man is poffeffed of and is his own property: and 
fhalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God fall 
chufe carrying the money along with him, for 
which he fold the tithe. 
y¥. 26. And thou fhalt beftow that money for what- 
_foever thy foul lufteth after, &c.] He might buy 


what provifion he would with it, what he beft 
liked, and was moft agreeable to his appetite: for 
oxen, or for fheep; he might purchafe beef or mut- 
ton, or any other fort of meat that could be got, 
and was lawful to be eaten, as before direted : or for 
wine, or for ftrong drink, to drink with his food, 
whether wine or any other liquor; the Targum of 
Jonathan is, wine new or old which he chofe; but 
the latter, ftrong drink, ben Ezra fays was a li- 
quor made of honey and of dates, of wheat and 
of barley : or for whatfoever thy foul defireth ; whe- 
ther eatable or drinkable: and thou fhalt eat there 
before the Lord thy God; he having put his name 
in that place and dwelling there, as the Lord did 
in the temple of Yerufalem: and thou fhalt rejoice, 
thou and thy houfbold; eat their food with chearful- 
nefs and gladnefs, making a feaft of it and keep- 
ing it as fuch, he and his whole family, his wife 
and children, or as many as were with him; and 
all males were obliged to appear at the three 
grand yearly feftivals, and it was at one of thefe 
this was to be done. 

¥. 27. And the Levite that is within thy gates 
thou fhalt not forfake him, &c.| As not from giv- 
ing him the firft tithe, as Farchi remarks, fo he 
was not to forget him in this; he was not to leave 
him behind, but take him with him to partake of 
this entertainment: for be bath no part nor inberi~ 
tance with thee in the land; fee ch. xii. 12. 

¥. 28. At the end of three years thou fhalt bring 
forth all the tithe of thine increafe the fame year, 
&c.] This, according to Aben Ezra, was a third 
tithe, and did not excufe the fecond tithe; fo To- 
bit fays, ch. i. 7. ‘* 1 gaye the third tithe to the 
repair of the temple”, as in one copy, but, ac- 
cording to another, to the ftranger, fatherlefs and 
widow, which better agrees with what follows; 
but the Feewi/b writers generally underftand this as 
the fame with the fecond tithe, which on the two frft 
years from the fabbatical year was carried to fe- 
rujalem, or money in lieu of it, with which pro- 
vifions were bought and eaten there, but on the third 
year were eaten in their own cities with the poor, 
and in the ftead of the other ; fo fays Matmonides* 
on the third and fixth years from the fabbatical 
year, after they have feparated the firft tithe they 
feparate from what remains another tithe, and give 
it to the poor, and it is called the poors tithe, and 
not on thofe two years is the fecond tithe, but the 
poor’s tithe, as it is faid at the end of three years, 
&c. and ftill more exprefsly elfewhere ’; after they 
have feparated the firft tithe every year, they fepa- 
rate the fecond tithe, Deut. xiv. 22. and on the 
third and fixth years, they feparate the poor’s 
tithe inftead of the fecond; and this was done, 
not at the latter end of the third year, but, as Aben 
Ezra interprets it, at the beginning; for the word 
ufed fignifies an extremity, and the beginning of the 
year is one extremity of it as well as the latter end 
of it: and Jay it up within thy gates; not to be 
hoarded up, or to be fold at a proper time, but to 
be difpofed and made ufe of as follows. 

¥. 29. And the Levite, becaufe he hath no part 
nor inberitance with thee, &c.] Shall come and 
take the firft tithe, according to Jarchi ; but tho’ 
this he was to do, yet is not what is intended here, 
but he was to partake of the fecond tithe, or what 
was in the room of it, the poor’s tithe with whom 
he is here joined: and the firanger, and the father- 


lefs, 


* Maimon. & Bartenora in Mifn. Kiddufhin, c. 2. §. 9. t Maimon. & Bartenora in Mifn. Maaferot, c. t. §. f. 
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lefs and the widow which are within thy gates fall according to the way they were’ bound to eat the 
come ; and take the fecond tithe, as the above wri-|fecond tithe of the two years, that is, the two pre- 
ter rightly interprets it, and which he fays is the|ceding this: tbat the Lord thy God may ble/s thee im 


hae 


poors of this year ; fee ‘ch. xii. 12, 18.°and fhalt\all the work of thine band which thou docft 5. as 
eat and be Jatisfed,; make a plentiful meal, eat|might be expeéted, when his commands, and par- 
freely as at a feaft; and, as the fame writer ob-|ticularly thofe refpecting the tithes and firftlings, 


ferves, they were not obliged to eat it at Ferufalem, \ were obeyed. 


CHAP. 


HIS chapter treats of a releafe of debts every 

feventh year, to which a bleffing is promifed 
if attendedto, ¥. 1—6, which feventh year of re- 
Jeafe fhould not hinder lending to a poor man in 
diftrefs, even though it was nigh at hand, y. 
7—11..and of letting fervants go free, whether 
man-fervant or. maid-fervant, at the end of fix 
years fervitude, ¥. 12—15. but if unwilling to 
go, and defirous of ftaying, muft have his ear 
bored through with an awl, and ferve to. the year 
of jubilee, y¥. 16, 17,.18..and of fanétifying and 
eating the firftlings of the herd and flock where 
the Lord directs, ¥. 1g —23. 


y. 1. At the end of every feven years thou fhalt 
make a releafe;| Not of fervants, for they were not 
‘to be difmiffed from their fervice until they had 
ferved fix years, as is directed to in a following law ; 
for if they were to be fet free whenever a fabbati- 
cal year came, they might be difcharged when they 

“had not ferved more than a year, or than half a 
year, or than a month or two, Indeed when the 
year of jubilee intervened, they were releafed be it 
at what time it would ; but not ina fabbatical 
year, which was a year of releafe of debts, as the 
following verfes fhew, as well as there was then a 
re{t of the land from tillage, Lev. xxv. 2, 3, 4. 
Now this was done at the end or extremity of every 


; 
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or brother, whether in a natural or religious fenfe, 
any trouble about it : the Targum of Fonathan.pa- 
raphrafes it, ‘* his brother an J/raelite ;? one of 
the fame nation and religion with him, though he 
might not berelated in the bonds of confanguinity ; 
becaufe it is called the Lord’s releafe ; appointed and 
commandeéd by him, and was for his honour and 
glory, as a God gracious and merciful to the poor, 
and beneficent to thofe creditors ; and which was 
proclaimed in his name, by the civil magiftrate, ac- 
cording to his order ;. fo the Targum of Fonathan, 
‘© ‘becaufe the houfe of judgment, or the fanhedrim, 
proclaimed it a releafe before the Lord.” Now this 
was typical of a réleafeof debts, or of forgivenef§ 
of fins, which is. an act of God’s grace through 
Chrift, and for his fake. Sins are called debts, 
not what men owe to God, for then it would be 
right to commit them, and they might be commit- 
ted with impunity, yea with praife, fince it would 
be doing what is fit and right, and well-pleafing to 
God ; but men are debtors to fulfil the law, and in 
cafe of failure, or a breach of it, are bound to 
the debt of punifhment; and thefe debts are very 
numerous, and men are uncapable of paying them : 
and bya releafe of thefe is meant not a liberty of 
finning, nor a freedom from the being or bondage 
of fin, but from the guilt of it, and from obliga- 
tion to punifhment for it, and is properly the for- 
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feventh year; not at the latter end or extremity of |givenefs of fin, which is exprefled by various 
it, for if the debt of a poor man might be exacted] phrafes, as a non-imputation, a non-remembrance, 
of him inthe year, and until the end of it, it would|a covering, blotting out, and removing of fin, and 
not in this refpect have been a fabbatical year, or a{here typically a releafe of debts; fee Matt. vi. 12. 
year of reft and quiet ; but this was done at the|and God only can make it ; he is the creditor, fin 
firft extremity of it, at the beginning of it, as 4den)is committed againft him, and he only can forgive 
Ezra and Ben Meélech obferve; though Maimo-|it, which he does freely, fully, and at once ; fee Luke 
nides» afferts it to be after the feven years were|vii. 41, 42. : ; 
ended ; for he fays, “¢ the feventh year releafeth} y.3. Of a@ foreigner thou mayeft exa@ it again, 
not monies but at the end of it, according to Deut.|&c.] Either on the feventh year, or after it : dur 
xv. 1. that as in Deut. xxxi. 10. after feven years|that which is thine with thy brother thine hand foall 
is meant, fo the releafe of monies is after ‘feven|re/ea/e ; a debt that lies between them, where the 
years. one is the creditor, and the other debtor, the cre- 
¥.2. And this is the manner of the releafe, &c.)}ditor fhall freely and fully forgive the debtor. So 
Or the rules to be obferved in making it: every|thofe only are releafed or forgiven by the Lord, 
creditor that lendeth ought unto bis neighbour fhall re-|who are his own, whom he has referved for him- 
leafe it; that is, forgive the debt, or free the/felf, or chofen to everlafting life; who are intereft- 
debtor from any obligation to payment. Somejed in the covenant of his grace, one article in 
think this was only a releafe of debts for this year,|which is the forgivenefs of fins ; and who are re- 
in which there was no plowing nor fowing, and|deemed by the blood of Chrift, a branch of which 
fo apoor man could not be in any circumftances to|redemption is remiffion of fin; and who are called 
pay his debts, but might be exacted afterwards ;) by grace, and believe in Chrift, to whom pardon 
but it rather feems to be a full releafe, fo as the|of fins is promifed ; but thofe who are foreigners 
ayment of them might not be demanded, neither|and ftrangers, and are not the Lord’s chofen, 
‘this year nor afterwards ; indeed, if a perfon af-|redeemed, and called people, have no fhare in this - 
terwards fhould be in a capacity to pay his debts,/blefling of grace; nor fuch who are rich in their 
the would be obliged in confcience, duty, and ho-}own efteem, and need nothing ; but thofe who are. 
nour to pay them, though no referve was made in}poor and unable to pay their debts, and are fenfible _ 
this law, which no where appears: be /ball not\of their fpiritual poverty, and apply to the Lord 
exalt it of his neighbour, or of bis brother; he might |for the forgivenefs of their fins. ~ . O) ee 
receive it, if payment was offered, but he might] y.4. Save when there foall be no poor among you 
not demand it, or fue for it; or give his neighbour! &c.] Then fuch a law could not take place, there 


>» Hilchot Shemittah & Yobel, c.g. §. 4. . ; i 4 
» eae : d 
° : ge ry . 


fas 


~ 


Ch. xv. ¥.5—11. DEUTERONOMY. 


would be no'debts to be releafed ; for this was 
never defigned to fcreen rich perfons from the pay- 
ment of their juft debts, or whoever were in a ca- 
pacity of fo doing, only fuch as were really poor, 
and unable to-pay ; and it fuppofes that this might 
fometimes be the cafe, that there were none poor in 
Trael, or needed the benefit of fucha law; and, 
according to the Targum of Fonathan, it is fug- 
gefted there would be none, if they were obfervant of 
the commands of God: and fome take it for a 
promife, rendering the words neverthele/s *, not- 
withftanding fuch a law, there jhall be no poor 
among you; but then-it muft be underftood condi- 
tionally : others interpret this as the end to be an- 
fwered by this law, to the end‘ there may be no poor 
among you; by obferving this law, all debts being 
releafed once in feven years, it would prevent per- 
fons falling into diftrefs and poverty, to fuch ade- 


57 
continue therein: within any of thy gates in thy 
land, which the Lord thy God giveththee ; a native 
of the land was to be preferred to a. foreigner, and 
a brother, whether in relation or religion, to a 
profelyte of the gate ; and the poor of a city to 
which a man belonged, to the poor of another 
city, as Farchi obferves; which he gathers from this 
phrafe, within any of thy gates: thou fhalt not bar- 
den thine heart, nor fhut thine hand from thy bro- 
ther ; {fo as not to pity his diftreffed cafe, and have 
no bowels of compaffion for him, and feel for his 
want, and fo as not to diftribute to his neceffities, 
and,relieve him. 

¥. 8. But thou foalt open thine hand wide unto 
him, &c.] And give him bountifully and liberally ; 
in order to which the heart mutt be firft opened, 
the affections moved, and a willing mind difpofed 
to give generoufly : and foalt furely lend him fuf- 


an as to be in want, and become beggars ; and| ficient for his need in that which be wanteth, enough 


ulian the emperor obierves, that none of the Fews 
begged *, which he attributes to the care that was 
taken of their poor: for the Lord jhall greatly blefs 
theein the land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee 
for an inheritance to poffe/s it ; which is either a rea- 
fon why there would be no poor, {hould they ob- 
ferve the commandments of the Lord; ora reafon 
why they fhould releafe the debts of the poor, be- 
caufe they were. fo greatly blefied with a fruitful 
land, which brought them fuch an increafe, as ena- 
bled them to free their poor debtors, when in cir- 
cumftances unable to pay them. 

¥. 5. Only if thou carefully bearken to the voice of 
the Lord thy God, &c.| In his word, and by his 
prophets ; this being the cafe, there would be no 
more poor among them, or however they would be 
fo bleffed-of God, that they would be capable of re- 
leafing the debts of the poor, without hurting them- 
felves and their families : to obferve to do all these 
commandments which I command thee this day, a 
phrafe often ufed to put them in mind of the com- 
mands of God, and the neceffity of keeping them, 
their temporal happinefs depending thereon. 

y. 6. For the Lord thy God bleffeth thee as he pro- 
mifed thee, &c.} He is faithful that has promifed, 
and he always gives the bleffing he promifes ac- 
cording to the nature of the promife ; if abfolute, 
and without conditions, he gives it without refpect 
to any ; but if conditional, as the promifes of tem- 
poral good things to J/rae/ were, he gives accord- 
ing as the condition is performed : and thou fhalt 
lend unto many nations, but thou foalt not borrow ; 
fignifying they fhould be fo rich and increafed in 
goods, and worldly fubftance, that they fhould be 
able to lend to their neighbouring nations round 
about, but fhould ftand in no need of borrowing 
of any of them. This is fometimes faid of the lan- 
guage of thefe people, the Hebrew language, that 


to an{wer his prefent exigencies, but not to caufe 
him to abound, or to fupply him with things need- 
lefs and fuperfluous, ° 

¥.9. Beware that there be not a thought in thy 
wicked heart, &c.| Or, thy heart of Belial’; thy 
worthlefs heart, and which ‘is without a yoke un- 
fubjected to the law of God, as every carnal heart 
is; and in which Belial, Satan, the prince of this 
world, works effectually, and inclines to evil 
thoughts, affections, and defires, which are to be 
guarded againit ; faving, the feventh year, the year 
of releafe is at. hand; perhaps the next year, or 
within a few months : aud thine eye be evil againft 
thy brother, and thou give him nought , being of an 
uncompaffionate and covetous difpofition, fhall re- 
fufe to give or lend him any thing on this confide- 
ration, becaufe the year of releafe will quickly come, 
when if poor and unable to pay him, he would be 
obliged to releafe his debt: and be cry unto the 
Lord againft thee ; go to the throne of grace, and 
in prayer bring a charge, and lodge a complaint of 
unkindnefs and uncharitablenefs :_ and it be a fin un- 
to thee; the Lord fhall reckon it as a fin, a very 
hainous one, and call to an account for it. 

¥. 10. Thou foalt furely give him, &e.] Or lend 
to him; though lending in fuch a cafe and circum- 
ftances, that perfon being extremely poor, and the 
year of releafe at hand, is the fame as giving. 
Jarchi remarks that money muft be given him, 
even a hundred times if he afks it; but the limi- 
tation is to what he wants, and whatis fufficient 
for his prefent wants, y. 8. and thine heart fhall not 
be grieved, when thou giveft unto him; grieved at 
parting with his money he has little or no hope of 
feeing again, grudging it to him to whom it is 
given; when, on the other hand, it fhould be given 
freely and chearfully, for God loves a chearful 
giver: becaufe that for this thing the Lord thy God 


it lends to all, but borrows of none, . being an ori- | /hall ble/s thee in all thy works, and in all thou puttef 


ginal primitive language ; fee ch. xxviii. 12. and 
.thou foalt reign over many nations ; which was ful- 
filled in the times of David and Solomon : but they 
- fhall not reign over thée., that is, as long as they 
obferved the commands of God; otherwife, when 
they did not, they were carried captive into other 
‘countries, and other people reigned over them, as 
at this day. . 

y. 7. If there be among you a poor man of one of 
thy brethren, &c.] As there would be, according 
to the Targums of Jonathan and Ferufalem, if they 
did not keep the commandments of the law, and 
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thine hand unto; that is, for lending or giving 
largely, liberally, and chearfully, to perfons in dif- 
trefs ; fee Prov. xi. 24, 25. If, xxxii. 8. 2 Cor. ix. 
6, 7, 8,9. 

¥. 11. For the poor fhall never ceafe out of the 
land, &c.] There would be always fuch objects to 
exercife their charity and beneficence towards, ‘fob. 
xii. 8. which is no contradiction to y. 4. for had 
they been obedient to the laws of God, they would 
have been fo bleffed that there would have been 
none ; fo the Targums; but he forefaw that they 
would not keep his commands, and fo this would 


be 


4 To the end that there be not, Ainfworth ; fo the margin of the bible, 


by ba qa 


corde tuo Belial, Montanus. 
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be the cafe, and which he foretels that they might 
expect it, and do their duty to them, as here di- 
rected : therefore I command thee, faying, thou foalt 
open thine hand wide unto thy brother, not give 
{paringly, but largely, in proportion to the necef- 
fities of the poor, and according to the abilities of 
the lender or giver ; and this muft be done to a 
brother, one that is near in the bonds of confan- 
guinity, and to him a man muft give or lend firft, 
as Aben Ezra obferves, and then ¢o thy poor ; the 
poor of thy family, as the fame writer : and to thy 
needy in the land, that are in very diftrefied cir- 
cumftances, though not related, and particularly 
fuch as are in the fame place where a man dwells ; 
for, as the fame writer remarks, the poor of thy 
land are to be preferred to the poor of another 
place. 

y. 12. And if thy brother, an Hebrew man or an 
Hebrew woman be fold unto thee, &c.] By others, 
as by the fanhedrim for*theft, for which a man 
might be fold, but.not a woman, as Farchi ob- 
ferves ; but then a father might fell his daughter 
for an hand-maid, if little, and under age; and 
to fuch cafés this law’ is fuppofed to refer ; fee 
Exod. xxi. 2,7. and xxii. 3. though a man on ac- 
count of poverty might fell himielt : and serve thee 
Jix years; as he was bound to do, if his matter 
lived fo long ; if he died before the fix years were 
out, he was obliged to ferve his fon, but not his 
daughter, nor his brother, nor his heirs, as the 
Fewifo writers affirm ®: then in the feventh year thou 
joalt let him go free from thee ; thatis, at the end of 
the fixth, and beginning of the feventh year ; fee 
Exod. xxi. 2. 

¥. 13. And when thou fendeft bim out free from 
thee, &c.] When he difcharged him from his fer- 
vitude, and made him a freeman : thou halt not let 
bim go away empty, without any thing to fupport 
himfelf, or to put himfelf in a way of bufinefs 5 he 
having in the time of his fervitude worked entirely 
for his mafter, and fo could not have got and faved 
any thing for himfelf. 

14. Thon foalt furnife bim liberally, 8c.) 
Not only to fupply his prefent wants, but for his 
future ufe, and to fet him up in the world : load- 
ing thon fhalt load bim* , fo {ome render the words ; 
give him as much as he can carry, and well ftand 
up under ; the word ufed has the fignification of 
chains wore about the neck for honour or‘orna- 
ment, and fo may fignify he fhould be very honou- 
rably difmiffed, wich plain marks of honour and 
refpect ; and the order is, to fupply him out of thy 
flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine: prefs; 
with fheep or lambs out of the flock, with corn 
out of the floor, wheat, or barley, or both, and 
wine out of the wine-prefs ; which take in all the 
neceffaries and comforts of life: of that wherewith 
the Lord thy God bath bleffed thee, thou fhalt give un- 
tohim , be it what it will, and in proportion to it, 
as of money as well as goods; it is afked, How 
much fhall be given to him? not lefs than the 
value of 30 fhekels, whether of one kind or whe- 
ther of many kinds, according to the thirty fhekels 
for the mulé& of a fervant, Exod. xxi. 32 '. All 
this may be an emblem both of the fervitude the 
people of God are in to fin, fatan, and the law, 
whilft in a tate of nature; and of their freedom 
from it by Chriff, and of the fufficiency and ful- 
nefs of food and raiment, and large meafures of di- 
vine grace; even all things richly to “enjoy, all 
things pertaining to life and godlinefs, which are 
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‘given to bhi when brought out of that ftate ; who 
otherwifé come out of it deftitute of all good things, 
having neither food nor clothes, nor money to buy 
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either, but have all from Cérift freely and fully. 
¥. 15. And thou fbalt remember that thou waft a 
bondman in the land of Egypt, &c.] Where they ~ 


were ufed hardly, and their lives were made bitter 
in hard bondage ; and therefore fhould thew the 
grea'er compaffion to fervants, whofe cafe they 
could not but fympathize with, and have a fellow 
feeling of: and the Lord thy God redeemed thee 5 
from the houfe of bondage and ftate of flavery, af- 
ter they had been in it many years : therefore 1 com- 
mand thee this thing to day ; to releafe their fervants’ 


at theend of fix years, and not fend them away 


empty, but generoufly contribute to them at their 
difmiffion ; fince when he redeemed them he gave 
them the {poil of Egypt, and of the fea, as Farchz 
remarks; they came out of their bondage-ftate 
with jewels, and gold, and filver, and raiment, 
even with great fubftance , and at the Red-/ea their 
fpoil was increafed which they took from Pharaoh 
and his hoft when drowned there ; now as they 
came outof their fervitude not empty but full, be- 
ing fufficiently paid for their hard fervice, fo they 
fhould remember to give to their fervants liberally, 
when they made them free. © . . 

¥. 16. And it fall be if he fay unto thee, I will 
not go away from thee, &c.] Out of his houfé, nor 
quit his fervice: becaufe he loveth thee and thine 
boufe , his matter and his family, and fo, loth to 
leave them, but chufés rather to {tay with them 
than have his liberty ; hence the Jews fay*, if his 
mafter has not a wife and children, his ear is not 
to be bored : becaufe be is well with thee; lives 
well with him, is well ufed by him, wants for no- 
thing, and enjoys peace’ and quietnefs, and has 
every thing to make him happy as fuch a ftate will 
admit of, and with the which he is well contented, 
and highly pleafed. This is an emblem of the 
chearful and conftant_ obedience® of the people of 
Chriff to him their mafter, flowing from love to 
him ; whom they love above all perfons and things, 
with all their heart and foul, and his houfe alfo, 
the place of his worfhip, his ordinances, truths, 
minifters and children; and therefore chufe to be 
where they are, finding that they are there well 
uled, fare well, having bread enough and to fpare, 
{piritual provifions in plenty ; are well clothed with 
the righteoufnefs of Cérij?, have the good com- 
pany of the jaints and excellent in the earth, in 


whom is,a™ che. delight ; and, above all, the pre- 
fence of their Lord and mafter, and the {miles of - 


his countenance. 

¥. 17. Then thou foalt take an aul, and thruft it 
through. bis ear unto the door, &c.] Not of his 
mafter’s houfe, but of the fanhedrim, or court of 


jodicature, according to the Targum re pathan, 
before whom he was to be brought, and declare his 
note on 


defire to continue with his mafter ; fee the not 
Exod. xxi. 6. and be fball be thy fervant for ever ; 
that is, unto the jubilee, as the fame ul 


Targum; 
then all fervants were releafed, and fo archi calls 


it the ever of jubilee : and alfo unto thy maia 
vant thon fhalt do likewife , not bore her ear, fo 
both Farchi and Aben Ezra, and others fay 

was not to be bored; though fome are o 


VPHITO 
that a maid-fervant who was willing to continue — 
V * 


with hermafter was to be bored as a man 
but this refpects the manner of difmi 


letting her go free, when fhe was not to go empt: 
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but to be liberally furnifhed and fupplied, as a) voted to the Lord; fo Farchi fays, to the prieft he 


man-fervant was. : 

y. 18. It fhall not feem hard to thee when thou 
fendeft bim away free from thee, &c.} He thould not 
grudge him his diberty, nor. what he gives to him 
when he difmifies him: for be bath been worth a 
double hired fervant to thee in ferving thee fix years ; 
fince a hired fervant a man is obliged to pay him 
wages for his work, befides his food, whereas a 
bond-fervant received no wages. ben Ezra re- 
marks, that this proves that a man might not hire 
himfelf for more than three years ; or however, 
whereas a hired fervant--was fometimes hired for fo 
many years, and this is the longeft time of any we 
read of, a fervant ferving his mafter fix years, his 
fervice muft be worth ‘double the fervice of an 
hired fervant, which at mott was but three years : 
and the Lord thy God foall blefs thee in all thou doeft ; 
thus well ufing thy fervants, whether men-fervants 
er maid-fervants. 

¥. 19. All the firfiling males that come of thy 
herd, or of thy Flock, thou fhalt fanéify unto the 
Lord thy God, &c.| According to the law in &xod. 
xiii. 2, 12, 13. fee the notes there: shou fhalt do 
no work with the firfiling of thy bullock ; as to 
plough or tread out the corn with it,. which were 
done with other heifers: nor /hear the firfiling of thy 
jeeep ; nor was the wool fhorn of it to be-made ufe 
of; one of the Fewi/p canons runs thus, ‘ if any 


fpeaks ; but if this refpects the J/raelites in com- 
mon, then they mutt be underftood either of female 
firftlings or fecond firftlings, which the people vo- 
luntarily feparated, and which they were not to eat 
in their own houfes, dut in the place which the Lord 
Jeall chufe, which was the city of Ferufalem; fee 
ch. xii. 5. thou and thy houfbold; the houfhold of 
the prieft, as Aden Ezra interprets it ; but if it de- 
figns the fame as in ch. xii. 17, 18. then the J 
raelites and their families are meant. 

¥. 21. And if there be any blemifb therein, &c.] 
In the firftling, as if it be Jame or blind, or have 
any ill blemifh : thou fealt not facrifice it unto the 
Lord thy Ged, blemifhes in any _beaft made it unfit 
for facrifices which were required; and fo all 
peace-offerings, vows, and free-will offerings, were 
to be free from any, Lev. xxii. 19g—24. fee Mal. 
i. 14. fuch+ were not fit for an holy facrifice or an 
holy feaft. 

¥. 22. Thou fhalt eat it within thy gates, &c.] 
Though it might not be facrificed, nor eaten as an 
euchariftic feaft at Feru/alem, it might be eaten as com- 
mon food in their own houles :, the unclean and the 
clean perfon fhall eat it alike; fich as were ceremo- 
nially unclean. by the touch of a dead body or the 
like, might partake of it with thofe that were clean, 
no difference was to be made: as the roe-buck and as 
the bart ; which were clean creatures, and ufed for 


man weave an hand’s breadth of the wool of a|food, though not for facrifice ; fee ch. xii. 15, 22. 


firftling into cloth, the cloth is to be burnt’ .” 


¥.23. Only thou fhalt not eat the blood thereof, 


¥. 20. Thou foalt eat tt before the Lord thy\&c.] Of the firftling : thou fhalt pour it upon the 
God year by year, &c.| Which if underftood of |ground as water ; fee the note on ch. xii, 16; 
male-firftlings, as in connection with the preceding |23, 24. 


verfe, only priefts might eat of them, being de- 


- 


CHAP. XVI. 


HIS chapter treats of the three grand yearly 
feftivals, of the feaft of paffover, when, 
where, and what was to be facrificed, how 


iclaufe; that he fmote all the firft-born in Egypt, 


and pafled over the houfes of the J/aaelites, the 
door-pofts being fprinkled with the blood of the 


to be dreffed, and in what manner to be eaten, y¥.|paffover-lamb lain that night, and therefore was a 
1—8. of the feaft of pentecoft, when to begin it,|night much to be obferved ; and it was in-the night 
where and how it was to be obferved, ¥. g—12.| Pharaoh arofe and gave them leave to go; and 
and of the feaft of tabernacles, when, where, and;from that time they were no more under his power, 
how long it was tobe kept, ¥. 13, 14, 15. which |and from thence may be reckoned their coming 
three times in the year all the males were to appear out of bondage; fee Exod. xii. 12, 29, 30, 31> 
before the Lord, and not empty; ¥. 16, 17. an'42. . 
order is given for the appointment of judges inthe} y. 2. Thou shalt therefore facrifice the paffover un- 
land, toexecutejudgment, y¥. 18, 19, 20. and the to the Lord thy God, &c.] In the month 4si), and 
chapter is clofed with a caution againft planting in the night of that month they came outof Egypt, 
groves, and fetting up images, ¥. 21, 22. jeven on the fourteenth day of it at night, between 
‘ithe two evenings, as the Targum ot Fonathan ; 

y¥. 1. Obferve the month of Abvib, &c.| Some- which was a lamb, and typical of Chri, the paf- 
times called Nifan; it anfwered to part of our fover facrificed for us, 1 Cor.v. 7. of the flock and 


March, and part of April; it was an obfervable 
month, to be taken notice of ; it was called 4b), 
from the corn then appearing in ear, and beginning 
to ripen, and all things being in their verdure ; 
the Septuagint calls it the month of new fruit ; it 
-was appointed the firft of the months for ecclefiaf- 
tic things, and was the month in which the. [/rael- 
ites went out of £gypt, and the firft paffover was 
kept in it, and therefore deferving of regard; fee 
Exed. xii. 2. and xiii. 4. for in. the month of Abib 


of theherd , the particle of may be' left out, and 
the words be rendered the flock and the berd ; that is, 
thou fhalt facrifice alfo the offerings which were of- 
fered throughout the feven days of unleavened 
bread, and thefe were both fheep and oxen, Num. 
xxviii. 19,24. and are exprefsly called paflover- 
offerings and _ peace-offerings, 2 Chron, xxx, 
21—24. and xxxv. 7, 8, 9. for what was ftrictly 
and properly the paflover was only of the flock, a 
lamb, and not of the herd, ora bullock ; though 


the Lord thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by| Aben Ezra {ays there were fome that thought that 


night ; for though they did not fet out until morn- 
ing,. when it was day-light, and are faid to come 
out in the day, yet it was in the night the Lord did 


wonders for them, as Ovkelos paraphrafes this|here is a general term, comprehending 
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in Egypt it was only a lamb or a kid, but now it 
might be a bullock; which he obferves is not 
Baht. It may be indeed that the word pafiover 
the whole 
paffover- 
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paffover-folemnity, and all the facrifices of the fe- 
ven days: the Yews commonly underftand this 
claufe of the Chagigah, or feaft of the 15th day, 
the firft day of unleavened bread, and fo the Tar- 
gum ot Fonathan, ** and the fheep and the oxen on 
the morrow”; fome diftinguifh them thus, the 
flock for the duty of the paffover, the herd for che 
peace-offerings, fo Aben Ezra; or as Yarchi in- 
terprets it, the flock of the lambs and kids, and 
the herd for the Chagigah or feftival; in the Tal- 
mud™ ; the flock, this is the paflover ; the herd, this 
is the Chagigah, fo Abendana : there was a Chagigah 
of the fourteenth day, which was brought with the 
lamb and eaten firft, when the company was too 
large for the lamb that they might eat with fatiety "; 
but this was not reckoned obligatory upon them °, 
but they were bound to bring their Chagigabon the 
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paffover-lamb, as Alen Ezra, according to Exod. 
xii. ro. and of the flefh of flocks and herds, or 
of the Chagigab , according to Farchi this feripture 
fpeaks of the Chagigab of the fourteenth, which 
was not to remain on the firft day of the feaft 
(the 15th) until the morning of the fecond day 
(the 16th). 

¥. 5. Thou mayeft not facrifice the paffover within 
any of thy gates, &c.] Or cities, as the Targum 
of Fonathan, fo called becaufe they ufually had 
gates to them, in which public affairs were tranf- 
ated ; but in none of thefe, only in the city of 
Ferufalem, the place the Lord chofe, might they 
kill the paffover and eat it, and other paflover- 
offerings : which the Lord thy God giveth thee, in 
the land of Canaan, and which land was given 
them of God. 


"15th day: 2 the place which the Lord thy God fhall|- y. 6. But at the place which the Lord thy God 
chufe to place his name there, that is, at Ferufalem,|/ball chufe to place bis name in, &cc.| To place the 
as the event has fhewn; hence we read of the pa-Jark and the mercy-feat with the cherubim over 
rents of our Lord going up to Ferufalem every|them, where he caufed his fhekinah, or divine ma- 
year at the feaft of the paflover, Luke ii. 41. jefty to dwell; and this was at Yerufalem, where 

¥..3. Thou fhalt eat no leavened bread with it,\the temple was built by Solomon: there thou foalt 
é&c.] With the paffover, as the Zargum of Fona-|facrifice the paffover , kill and eat the pafchal lamb: 
than exprefles it; that is, with the paflover-lamb,|a¢ ever, at the going down of the fun; between the 
nor indeed with any of the paffover, or peace-of-|two evenings it was killed, before the fun was fet, 
ferings as follows; fee Exod. xii. 8. feven days fball\and afterwards at night it was eaten; the Targum 
ye eat unleavened bread therewith, with the paf-jof Jonathan is ‘* and at evening, at the fetting of 
fover ; this plainly fhews, that by the paffover in the fun, ye fhall eat it until the middle of the night”; 
the preceding verfe is not meant ftrictly the pal-!az the feafon that thou cameft forth out of Egypt; 
fover-lamb, for that was eaten at once on the night!or as the fame Targum ‘+ the time of the beginning 
of the 14th of the month, and not feven days'of your redemption out of Zgypt”; which was 
running, and therefore muft be put for the whole 


folemnity of the feaft and all the facrifices of it, 


both the lamb of the 14th, and the Chagigcah of the 
15th, and every of the peace-offerings of the reft 


of the days were to be eaten with unleavened bread ; 


even the bread of affliction ; fo called either from 
the nature of its being heavy and Jumpifh, not 
grateful to the tafte nor eafy of digeftion, and was 
thortifying and afflicting to be obliged to eat of it 


feven days together; or rather from the ufe of it, 
which was, as ‘archi obferves, to bring to re- 


when Pharaoh rofe at midnight. and gave them 
leave to go; from thence their redemption com- 


y. 7. And thou foalt roaft and eat it in the place 
which the. Lord thy God fhall chufe, &c.] The 
word for roaft fignifies to doil, and is juftly fo 
ufed, and fo Onkelos here renders it, and the Septu- 
agint verfion both roaf and boil; but it is certain 
that the paffover-lamb was not to be boiled, it is 
exprefsly forbiden, Exod. xii. 8, 9. wherefore fome 


membrance the affliction they were afflicted with|think the Chagigab is here meant, and the other of- 
in Egypt: for thou cameft forth out of the land of\ferings that were offered at this feaft; and fo in the 


Egypt in bafte,; and had not time to leaven their 
dough; fo that at firft they were obliged through 
neceffity to eat unleavened bread, and afterwards 
by the command of God in remembrance of it; 
fee Exod. xii. 33, 34, 39. that thou mayeft remember 
the day when thou cameft forth out of the land of E- 
gypt, all the days of thy life; how it was with 
them then, how they were hurried out with their 
unleavened dough; and that this might be im- 
printed on their minds, the mafter of the family 
ufed ?, at the time of the paffover, to break a cake 


times of Yo/iah they roafted the paffover with fire, 
according to the ordinanceof God; but the other holy 
offerings fod or builed they in pots, cauldrons and 
pans, and divided them fpeedily among the people, 
2 Chron, xxxv. 13. but the paflover-lamb feems 
plainly to be meant here by the connexion of this verfe 
with the preceding verfes; wherefore Farchi ob- 
ferves, that this is to be underftood of roafting with 
fire, tho’ exprefied by this word: and thou fhalt turn 
in the morning, and go unto thy tents; not in the 
morning of the 15th, after the paffover had been 


of unleavened bread, and fay, this is the bread of {killed and eaten on the 14th, but in the morning, 


affliction, &c. or bread of poverty; as it is the 
way of poor men to have broken bread, fo here 
is broken bread. 

¥. 4. And there fhall be no leavened bread feen 
with thee in all thy coafts feven days, &c.) For 
before the paffover they were to fearch diligently 
every room in the houfe and every hole and cre- 
vice, that none might remain any where ; fee Zx- 


after the feaft of unleavened bread, which lafted 
feven days, was over ; though fome think that they 
might if they would depart home after the paffover 
had been obferved, and were not obliged to ftay 
and keep the feaft of unleavened bread at Feru/a- 
lem, but march to their own cities; and fo Aben 
Ezra obferves, that fome fay a man may > on a 
feaft day to his houfe and country, but, fays he, 


od. xii. 15, t9. and xiii. 7. meither fhall there be\we don’t agree to it; and it appears from the ob- 


any thing of the flelh which thou facrificed? the firft Nervation of other feafts, which lafted as long as 
day at even remain all night until the morning ;\ thefe, that the people did not depart to their 


which may be underftood both of the flefh of the 
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m T. Bab. Pefachim, fol. 70. 2. 
Bab. Pefachim, fol. 71, 1, 2. 


® Jarchi in loc. Maimon. Hilchot Corban Pefach, ¢. 8. 1. 3. 
Maimon. ut fupra, c. 10. §. 13. Aruch in voc. Jpy fol. 58. 1. 
a Seder Tephillot, fol. 242. Maimon. Chametz umetaah, ¢, 8. §, 6, 


ts 
till the whole was over; fee 1 Kings viii. 66. 2 Chrow. 
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menced, though they did not actually fet out until 
ithe morning. ; 
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vii. ro. and with this agrees the Targum of Fona- 
than, ** and thou fhalt turn in the morning of the 
going out of the feaft, and go to thy cities”. ‘ar- 
chi indeed interprets it afterwards of the fecond 
d 


mong you, in the place which the Lord thy Ged bath 
chofen to place bis name there; who fhould be at e- 
rufalem at this time. 

¥.12. And thou foalt remember that thou waft a 
bondman in Egypt, 8&c.] And now delivered from 
that bondage; the confideration of which fhould 
make them liberal in their freewill-offering, and 
generous in the feaft they provided, and compat- 
fionate to the ftranger, widow and fatherlefs: and 
thou foalt obferve and do thefe ftatutes, concerning 
the paflover, the feaft of unleavened bread, and of 
Pentecoft, and the peace-offerings and the freewill- 
offerings belonging to them: and nothing could 
more ftrongly oblige them to obferve them than 
their redemption from their bondage ih Egypt; as 
nothing more engages to the performance of good 
works, than the confideration of our fpiritual and 
eternal redemption by Chrift, 1 Cor. vi. ig, 20. 
Tit. i. 14. 1 Pet. i. 17, 18, 19. 

¥. 13. Thou foalt ovferve the feaft of tabernacles 
feven days, 8c.) Which began on the fifteenth 
day of Tifri, or September, fee Lev. xxiii. 34, &c. 
after that thou haft gathered in thy corn and thy 
wine; and therefore. fometimes called the feaft of 
in-gathering, Exod. xxiii. r6. barley-harveft began 
at the paffover, and wheat-harveft at Pentecoit ; 
and before the feaft of tabernacles began, the vin- 
tage and the gathering of the olives were over, 
as well as all other fummer-fruits were got in. 

¥. 14. And thou foalt rejoice in thy feaft, 8ec.] 
At this feaft of tabernacles and in-gathering of the 
fruits of the earth, in token of gratitude and 
thankfulnefs for the goodnefs of God beftowed on 
them: the Yargum of Fonathan adds, with the flute 
and the pipe, making ufe of inftrumental mufic to 
increafe the joy on this occafion : thou and thy fon, 
&c. fee the note on ¥. 11. 

¥. 15. Seven days fhalt thou keep a folemn feaft 
unto the Lord thy God, &c.| The feaft of taber- 
nacles ftill fpoken of : in the place which the Lord 
thy God fhall chufe; the city of Ferufalem: becaufe 
the Lord thy God fhall blefs thee in all thy increafe, 
and in all the works of thine hands; both in the in- 
creafe of their fields, vine-yards and olive-yards, 
and alfo in their feveral handicraft-trades and oc- 
cupations they were employed in; fo Aven Ezra 
interprets all the works of their hands of mer-: 
chandize and manufactories: therefore thou fhalt 
furely rejoice ; extremely, heartily and fincerely, and 
not fail to exprefs joy on this oceafion, and mani- 
feft it by a generous freewill-offering to the Lord, 
and a bountiful entertainment for himfelf, his fa- 
mily, friends and others. 

yr. 16. Three times a year foall all thy males appear 
before the Lord thy God, &cc.| This has been obferved 
before, Exod. xxiii. t7. and xxxiv. 23. and is re- 
peated here for the fake of mentioning the place 
where they were to appear, which before now was 
not obferved, and indeed it is chiefly for that the 
other feftivals are here recited: im the place which 
be foall chufe,; which though not expreffed is now 
eafily underftood ; and the three times at which 
they were to appear there, were, ix the fea/t of un- 
leavened bread, and in the feaft of weeks, and in 
the feat of tabernacles; or paffover, Pentecoft and 
tabernacles ; and of numbers of people going up ~ 
from the country to each of thefe feafts, we have 
inftances in the New Teftament; to the paffover, 
Luk. ii. 425 44. Fobn, xi. 55. to Pentecolt, AZ, ii. 
5—11. to tabernacles, Fobm, vii. 2, 10. and they 
foall not appear before the Lord empty; Aben Ezra 
obferves the meaning is, not empty of the tribute 
of the freewill-offering of their hand, and which 

R ‘ Farcht 


ay. 

. 8. Six days fhalt thou eat unleavened bread, 
&c.] In other places it is ordered to be eaten feven 
days, Exod, xii. 15, 19. and xiii. 6, 7. and here it 
is not faid fix only ; it was to be eaten on the fe- 
venth as on the other, though that is here diftin- 
guifhed from the fix, becaufe of fpecial and pe- 
culiar fervice afligned to it, but not becaufe of an 
exemption from eating unleavened bread on it. The 
ews feem to underftand this of different corn of 
which the bread was made, and not of different 
fort of bread; the Targum of Fonathan is, on the 
firft day ye fhall offer the fheaf (the firft fruits o1 
the barley- harveft) and on the fix days which remain 
ye fhall begin to eat the unleavened bread of the 
new fruits, and fo Farchi: and on the seventh day 
fhall be a folemn affembly to the Lord thy God; a 
holy convocation, devoted to religious exercifes, and 
the. people were reftrained, according to the fenfe of 
the word, from all fervile work, as follows: thou 
foalt do no work therein; that is, the bufinefs of 
their callings, their trades and manufaétories ; they 
were obliged to abftain from all kind of work ex- 
cepting what was neceflary for the dreffing of food, 
and in this it differed from ‘a fabbath; fee Exod. 
xii. 16. Lev. xxiii. 8. + gl 

¥. 9. Seven weeks then foalt thou number unto thee, 
&cc.] And then another feaft was to take place, 
called from hence the feaft of weeks, and fome- 
times Pestecoft from its being the soth day: degin 
to number the feven weeks, from fuch time as thou 
beginneft to put the fickle to the corn for the fheaf 
of the wave-offering, as the firft fruits of barley- 
harveft, which was done on the morrow after the 
fabbath in the paffover-week, and from thence 7 
weeks or 50 days were reckoned, and the 50th day 
was the feaft here ordered to be kept ; fo the Tar- 
guin of Jonathan * after the reaping of the fheaf 
ye fhall begin to number feven weeks”; fee Lev. 
XXiii. 15. 

y. 10. And thou foalt keep the feaft of weeks unto 
the Lord thy God, &c.] The feaft of Pentecoft, 
at which time the Spirit was poured down upon the 
apottles, Ad. ii. 1. with a tribute of a free-will of- 
fering of thine band; there were two wave-loaves 
which were ordered to be brought and feven lambs, 
one young bullock and two rams for a burnt-offer- 
ing, together with the meat and drink-offerings be- 
longing thereunto, and a kid of the goats for a 
fin-offering, and two lambs for a peace-offering, 
Lev. xxiii. 17, 18, 19. and befides all this, there 
-was to be a voluntary contribution brought in their 
hands; for this was one of thofe feafts at which all 
the males were to appear before the Lord, and none 
of them empty: which thou fhalt give unto the 
Lord thy God, according as the Lord thy God hath 
bleffed thee, no certain rate was fixed, it was to be 
atree gift, and in proportion to a man’s abilities, or 
what the Lord had bleffed him with. 

y.11. And thou foalt rejoice before the Lord thy 
God, &c } Make a liberal feaft, and keep it chear- 
fully, in the prefence of God, in the place where 
he refides, thankfully acknowledging all his mer- 
cies and favours: thou, and thy fon, and thy man- 
fervant, and thy maid-fervant, and the Levite that 
is within thy gates; that dwelt in the fame city, 
who were all to come with him to Feru/alem at this 
feaft, and to partake of it with him: and the ftran- 
ger, and the fatherle/s, and the widow, that are a- 
(Ver. IL Ne. 2. 


6. 2 


archi, mote fully explains, of the burnt-offerings 
of appearance, and of the peace-offerings of the 
Chagigah, or money anf{werable to them; which, 
according to the Mi/nabs was a meah of filver for 
a burnt-offering, and two pieces of filver for the 
Chagigah, which weighed 32 barley-corns *.. 

¥. 17. Every man fhall give as be is able, &c.) 
The quantity to be given is not fixed in the law, 
but the wife men appointed it, as obferved.on y. 16. 
but it is left by the Lord to the generofity of the 
people, only giving this general rule, that they 
fhould do according to their ability, and as the 
Lord had profpered them; fee 1 Cor. xvi. 2. fo 
Farchi, * every man that hath many eatables and 
much goods fhall bring many burnt-offerings and 
many peace-offerings.’ 

¥. 18. Fudges and officers fhalt thou make thee, 
&c.] Judges were fixed in the Sanhedrim, or court 
of judicature, and thofe that have law-fuits come 
before them ; Officers are mafters of the ftaff and 
whip, and’ they ftand before the judges, and go 
into markets; ftreets and fhops, to order the weights 
and meafures, and to {mite all that do wrong ; and 
‘all they do is by order of the judges; fo Maimoni- 
des *: the qualifications of judges to be chofen and 
conftituted by the people are thus defcribed by him. 
In the Sanhedrim greater or leffer, they place only 
men wife and underftanding, expert in the wifdom 
of the law, and mafters of great knowledge, and 
that know fome of the other fciences, as medicine, 
arithmetic, aftronomy and aftrology, the ways of 
foothfayers, diviners and wizards, and the vanities 
of idolatry, that they may know how to judge them ; 
and they fet in the Sanhedrim only priefts, levites 
and J/raelites, who are genealogizec ; nor do they 
fet an old man there, nor an eunuch, nor a king, 
but an high-prieft, if he is qualified with wifdom , 
and they muft be free from blemifhes, and of a 
good ftature and appearance, and underftand many 
Janguages, and not hear by an interpreter; and 
though «all this was not precifely required of the 
Sanbedrim of three judges, yet thefe fame things 
ought to be in every one of them, wifdom, and 
meeknefs, and fear, and hatred of money, and 
love of truth, and love of men, and to be of a good 
report ': and thefe were tobe placed in a// thy gates 


which the Lord thy God giveth thee throughout thy, 


tribes; that is, in every city, as Ozkelos, and fo 
Farchi ; and ufually the courts of judicature were 
held in the gates of cities, and it was only in the 
Jand of Jrae/, not without it, that they were obli- 
ged to fet up courts of judicature, as Maimonides * 
obferves; who alfo afks, How many courts were 
fixed. in J/rael, and. what the number they con- 
fifted of ? to which he anfwers, They fixed at firft 
the great court in the fanctuary, and it was called 
the great Sanhedrim, and its number were 71; and 


again they fet up two courts of 23, one at the 


door of the court, and the other at the door of 
the mountain of the houfe (and fo in the Mi/nab )» ; 
and they fet up in every city in J/rae] in which 
were 120 (men or families) or more, a leffer San- 
hedrim, which fat in the gate, and their number 
“were 23 judges; ina city in which there were not 
120, they placed three judges, for there is no court 
lefs than three *: and they hall judge the people with 
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iujt judgment, give a right and juft fentence in all 
cafes that come before them, according to the laws 
of God, and the rules of juftice and equity. 

¥. 19. Thou fhalt not wreft judgment, &c.] Or 
pervert it, pafs a wrong fentence, or aét contrary 
to juitice ; this is faid to the judges as a direétion 
to them, and fo what follows: thou fhalt not re- 
/ped perfons ; fo as to give the caufe on account of 
outward circumftances and relations ; as in favour - 
of a rich man againft a poor man merely for that 


reafon, or of a near relation or intimate friend ~ 


and acquaintance againft a ftranger, but juftice 
fhould be adminiftred without favour or affection 
to any; as Yarchi puts it, he was to make no dif- 
ference in his addre{s and behaviour to contending 
parties before him; he was not to be tender and 
foft to one and hard to the other, or let one ftand 
and another fit: neither take a gift, as'a bribe to 
give the caufe wrong: at Thebes in Egypt, as Di- 
odorus Siculus ¥ relates, in a court on a wall, were 
images of judges to the number of thirty; in the 
midit of them was the chief judge, having truth 
hanging down from his neck (which feems to be 
in imitation of the Urim of the high-prieft of the 
Jews) his eyes fhut, and many books by him; by 
which image was fhewn, that judges fhould receive 
nothing, and that the chief judge fhould look to 
truth only : for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wife, 
and pervert the words of the righteous; fee Exod. 
xxiii. 8, the Zews have a faying, that a judge that 
takes a bribe and perverts judgment, does not die . 
of old age, or till his eyes become dim 2. 

y. 20. That which is altogether juft foalt thou fol- 
low, &c.) Or juftice, juftice*, ftri& juftice and 
nothing elfe: that thou mayeft live and inherit the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee; that is, 
continue in the poffeffion of it., 

y.21. Thou fhalt not plant thee a grove of any 
trees, &c.] Of any fort of trees, as oaks or any 
other ; not but that it was lawful to plant trees and 
groves of them, but not for 4 religious or idola- 
trous ufe: particularly wear unto the altar of the 
Lord thy God, which thou fhalt make thee; as the 
heathens did near their altars, left it fhould be 
thought to be done for a like fuperftitious and ido- 
latrous ule; which evil the Yews fometimes fell 
into in the times of wicked. reigns, and which their . 
good and pious kings removed and deftroyed; fee 
2 Kings xviii. 4. and xxi. 3. and xxiii. 4, 7, 14, 
15. and Hecateus » an heathen hiftorian, relates of 
the city of ‘Yerufalem, that there were there no 
image, nor plantation, nor grove, nor any fuch 
thing. 

¥. 22. Neither foalt thou fet up any image, 8&c.] 
Graven or molten, of man, beaft, fit or fowl; 
the word fignifies a /latue or pillar « which was fet 
up for idolatry; for, as 4den Ezra obferves, what 
was not fet up for idolatry was not forbidden, as 
when erected in memory of any action or remark- 
able event; fee Fo/h, xxii. 10, 8c. which the Lord 
thy God hateth; as he does every fpecies’ of idola- 
try, or that has any tendency to it; it being fo op- 
pofite to his being, perfections and glory; and 
therefore nothing fhould be done like it, becaufe ic 
is fo hateful to him. BM eon) 
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‘Ch. xvii %¥1—6. DEUT 
CHA 


H1S chapter begins with a caution not to 
i facrifice any thing to the Lord that is ble- 
mifhed or ill-favoured, ¥. 1. an order is given to 
put to death men or women guilty of idolatry, 
where it is clearly proved upon them, ¥. 2—7. 
and it is dire€ted that when cafes are too hard for in- 
ferior judges to determine, they fhould be brought 
to Ferufalem to the priefts, levites and judges, which 
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void and abftain from any thing, that God has not 
commanded it; for in things of that nature no- 
‘thing fhould be done but what he has ordered, 
who is 4 jealous God, and will not fuffer any to 
take upon them to direct what fhould be done as 
a religious fervice and duty and if any are fo pre- 
fumptuous, they muft expect it will be refented ; 
fee Ef. i, 12. and efpecially with refpeét to the ob- 


formed the great confiftory there, whofe fentence |ject of worfhip, as here, and which relate to things 


was to be adhered unto on pain of death, ¥. 8 

* —13. and rules are given about the choice of a 
king, and he is informed what he muft not do, and 
what he fhould do, ¥. 14—20. 


¥. 1. Thou fhalt not facrifice unto the Lord thy God 
any bullock or sheep wherein is blemifh, &c.] No 
facrifice of any fort, whether burnt-offering, fin- 
offering, or peace-offering, was to have any blemifh 
in it; typical of the unblemifhed and immaculate 


if not forbid exprefsly, yet tacitly, to do- which 
was an abomination to the Lord. 

_ ¥. 4. And it be told thee, and-thou baft heard of 
It, and enquired diligently, &c.] A report of. this 
kind was not to be neglected; though it was not 
to be concluded upon as certain by hear-fay, it was 
to be looked into, and the perfons that brought it 
thoroughly examined ; fo the Targum of Fonathan, 
** and enquired the witneffes well,’’ what proof. 
and evidence they could give of the faét, who the 


lamb of God, who being without fin offered himfelf| perfons were, when and where, and in what man- 


without fpot to God, and fo could take away the 
fins of others by the facrifice of himfelf; fee Lev. 
xxii. 18—25. or any ill-favouredne/s, any ficknefs 
or difeafe upon it of any fort, which made it ill-fa- 
voured to the fight, or difagreeable to the fmell, 
or however unacceptable for facrifice: for that is 
an abomination to the Lord thy God, every fuch 


ner the fin was committed: and behold it be true, 
and the thing certain; upon examining the wit- 
neffes the cafe is plain and out of all queftion : 
that fuch abomination is wrought in Ifrael, to doit 
in any country was abominable, but much more fo 
in the land of J/rae/, among the profeffing people of 
God, who had the knowledge of! the true God, 


blemifhed and ‘ill-favoured facrifice ; fee Ma/. i. 8.}and had had fo many’ proofs of his deity, his 


T4. 
¥. 2. If there be found among you within any of 


power and providence, as well as received fo many? 
favours-and bleffings from-him, and had fuch 


thy gates which’ the Lord thy God giveth thee, &cc.\)}laws and -ftatutes given them as no other people 
In any of theif @ties inthe land of Canaan: man|had. 


or woman that hath wrought wickedne/s in the fight 
of the Lord thy God; as all that is wrought is in 
the fight of the omnifcient God; here it means 


¥.5. Thousbalt bring forth that man or that woman 
which have committed the wicked thing, &c.] \do- 
latry in any of the above inftances: this muft be 


not any kind of wickednefs, for there is none lives |fuppofed to be done after he or fhe have been had’ 


without committing fin of one fort or another, all 
which is known to God the fearcher of hearts, 
but fuch wickednefs as is after defcribed : i” tran/- 
grefing bis covenant; that is, his law, and particu- 
Jarly the firft table of it, which refpects divine wor- 
fhip, and which is in the nature of a marriage- 
contraét or covenant ; which, as that is tranfgreffed 
by adultery committed by either party, fo the co- 
venant between God and J/rael was tran{grefled by 
idolatry, which is fpiritual adultery, and going a 
whoring after other gods, as it follows. 

y¥. 3. And hath gone, 8&c.] The Targum of Fo- 
nathan adds, after the evil imagination or concu- 
pifcenfe, lufting after other lovers, and forfaking 
the true God, and departing from his worfhip: 
end ferved other gods; ftrange gods, the idols of 
the people, other gods befides the true God; the 
creature befides the creator: and worfhipped them : 
by bowing down before them, praying to them, 
or afcribing théir mercies and bleflings to them, 
‘and giving thém the glory of them: either the 
fun, or moon, or any of the boft of heaven; the two 
great luminaries, and ‘the’ planets, “ conftellations 
and ftars, any of them; which kind of idolatry 
very early obtained, and was in ufe at this time a- 
mong the heathens, and ‘was an iniquity to’ be 
punifhed by the judge, Fob, xxxi. 26,°27, 28. 
which fin, though fo ftriétly forbidden, the people 
of J/rael fometimes fell into, 2° Kings xxi. 3. and 
xxiil. 4. which I have not ‘commanded, and which 
is a fufficient reafon in matters of worfhip, to a- 


before a court of judicature, and have been tried 
and found guilty, and fentence paffed on them, then 
they were tobe brought forth to execution :) unto’ 
thy gates, the Targum of Fonathan fays, unto the 
gates of your Sanhedrim, or court of yudicature ; 
but ‘farchi obferves, that this is a miftake of the 
paraphraft, for he fays, we are taught by tradition 
that thy gate is the gate in which the has ferved om 
committed idolatry ; and fo fays Maimonides 4; they 
don’t ftone'a man but at the gate where he ferved 
or worfhipped ; but if the greateft part of the city 
are heathens, they ftone him at the door of the 
Sanhedrim; and this is received from tradition, that 
to thy gates, is the gate at which he ferved, and 
not where his judgment is finifhed: even: that max 
or that woman, this is repeated, and the woman 
as well as the man is exprefled, to fhew ‘that no 
compaffion is to be had on her as is ufual, nor to 
be fpared on account of the weaknefs and ‘tender- 
nefs of her fex, but fhe as well as the man muft 
be brought, forth and executed according to her fen- 
tence, without any mercy fhown; and this is ob- 
ferved to 'fhew the refentment of the divine majetty, 
and his indignation at this ‘fin: and halt jlone 
them with flones until they die; of the manner of 
{toning men and women, fee the note on 4és vii. 
58. Be ION 
¥. 6. At the mouth of two witneffes, or three wit- 
neffes, foal he that is worthy of death be put to death, 
&c.] | The idolater found guilty was to be ftoned:: - 
two witnefies were fufficient to prove a fact, if three 
the 


‘4 Hilchot Sanhedrin, c. 15. -§. 2. 
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the better, but on the teftimony of one, fentence 
might not be pronounced. .dben Ezra obferves, 
that fome fay, if two witneffes contradi&t two other, 
a third turns the fcale and determines. the matter ; 
and others fay, that two who ate wife men will do, 
and three of others; and becaufe it is faid at the 
mouth of thefe witneflés, tt is concluded, that a tef- 
timony fhould be verbal and not written ; fhould 
not be recorded, neither in pecuniary cafes nor in 
capital ones, but from the mouth of the witnefles, 
as it is faid at the mouth, &c. at their mouth, and 


ever any difficulty about determining it: being 
matter of controverfy within thy gates; or what 
are matters of eontroverfy about any thing elfe ; 
for the phrafe is general, as Aben Ezra obferves, 
and takes in every thing in which any thing diffi- 
cult might eccur ; fe farchi interprets it of things 
which the wife men of a city are divided about; 
one pronounces a perfon or thing unclean, another 
clean, one condemning and another juftifying, and 
fo far rightly ; for this refpects not controverfies be- 
tween men, that may be brought into courts of 


not from their hand-writing °: but at the mouth of |judicature, but controverfies or divifions arifing in © 


one witnefs he fhall not be put to death; {0 careful is|thefe courts upon them, between the judges them- 
the Lord of the lives of men, that none fhould be] felves, they not agreeing in their opinions: then 
taken away but upon full and fufficient evidence, |/halt thou arife and get thee up into the place which 
even in cafes in which his own glory and honour is|¢he Lord thy God fhall chufe,; to Ferufalem, to the 


fo much concerned. 
¥. 7. The hands of the witneffes foall be firft upon 
bim to put him to death, &c.} 


great Sanhedrim or court of Judicature, to which 
the inferior judges were to apply themfelves in 


Of every one of| matters of moment and difficulty, for inftruction, 


them, as ben Ezra; they were to caft the firft\information and direction ; it being fuppofed that 


ftone at him, which would be a farther trial and 
confirmation of their teftimony ; for if they readily 


the idolater, it would not only fhew their zeal 


for the honour of the divine being, but an uncon- 


{cioufnefs of guilt in their teftimony, and be an 


encouragement to others to proceed with fafety : 
and afterwards the hands of all the people; thould 


in fuch a court fuch like cafes may have been 
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brought before them, and they were expert and 
and without reluctance firft began the ftoning of | underftanding in them. 


¥. 9. Thou foalt come.unto the priefts, the levites, 
&c.] The priefts that are of the tribe of Levi, 
as the Targum of Fonathan, and fo Farchi; for A- 
ben Ezra fays, there are priefts that are not of the 
genealogy of Levi; fuch there were indeed in Fe- 


be employed in taking up ftones, and cafting at |redoam’s time, 1 Kings xii. 31. and xiii, 33. Mai- 
him until he was dead: /o thou fhalt put the evil|monides‘ obferves, that it is ordered that there 
away from among you; both the evil man and the fhould be in the great Sanhedrim priefts and le- 
evil committed by him, which by this means would |vites, as it is faid: and thou fhalt come unto the 
be prevented from fpreading, feeing by his death |priefs, and the judge that fhall be in thofe days, and 
others would be deterred from following his ex-| enquire; judge is here put for judges, of which 
ample ; as well as the evil of punifhment, which|the great court confifted, being priefts, levites and 
otherwife would have come upon the nation, had| Y/raelites ; fee the note on ch. xvi. 18. tho’ others 
they connived at fo grofs an iniquity. think that only a fingle perfon-is meant, fuch as 

¥. 8. If there arife a.matter too hard for thee in| Othniel, Ehud, Gideon, Samfon, Re but then as 
judgment, &c.] This is fpoken to inferior judges|there was not always fuch an one in being, I 
in Cities in the country, who fometimes might have | fhould rather think that the judge here if a fingle 
cafes too wonderful and myfterious, as the word| perfon, is the prefident or prince of the great San- 
fignifies, or fecret and hidden, fuch as were out of|hedrim, who fucceeded Moj/es, and fat in his place ; 


their reach and beyond their capacity, and fo be 
very difficult for them to determine what fhould 
be done : between blood and bloods; that is, whether 


and of him and his court, the priefts, and le- 
vites and J/raelites that compofed it, enquiry was 
to be made: and they fhall foew thee the fentence of 


a man is guilty of fhedding innocent blood or not; | judgment, give their judgment in the difficult cafe 


when fuch a cafe is depending between a perfon 
charged with it and the relatives of the deceafed, 
or between a man-flayer and the avenger of blood, 
and the queftion is, whether he may have the be- 


propofed, and declare what is right to be done, 
and what fentence is to be pronounced. 

¥. 10. And thou foalt do according to the fentence 
which they of that place, which the Lord fhall chuje, 


nefit of a city of refuge or not, and there are fome Joall foew thee, &c.) The judges of the inferior 


circumftances attending it which make it difficult 
how to determine: between plea and plea; of the 
plaintiff on one fide and of the defendant on the 
other, and both have fo much to fay in their own 
caufe, that it is hard to decide which is in the right 
and which in the wrong, whether in capital or pe- 
cuniary cafes ; ic chiefly if not folely refpects civil 
things in controverfy : and between ftroke and ftroke 
blow or wound which one man received from an- 
other, and for which he commences a fuit of law 
upon it, Exod. xxi. 18, 19. or for affault and bat- 
tery ; and fo den Ezra interprets it of blows and 
bruifes ; but the Few#/h writers generally interpret it 
of the plague, or ftroke of leprofy ; fo the Targums 
of Fonathan and Ferufalem, but the examination of 
fuch a cafe did not belong to the civil magiftrate, 
but to a prieft; nor was fuch a perfon had up to 
Ferufalem to be fearched, but was fhut up in a 
houfe until further evidence could be got; and be- 
fides the figns of the leprofy are fo di¢tinctly given, 
that at waiting a proper stime, there was feldom or 


© Maimon, Hilchot Eduth, ¢. 3. §. 4. 


courts were to return and proceed on the difficult 
cafe according to the judgment of the great court 
at ‘Ferufalem, and follow the direétions and ‘in- 
ftructions they fhould give them: and thou fhalt 


obferve to do according to all that they inform thee, 


not only obferve and take notice of what they fay, 


but put it in practice, and not in fome things and — 


fome circumftances only, but in all and eyery 
thing they fhould give them information about re- 
lating to the cafe in queftion. 

¥. 11. According to the fentence of the law which 
they foall.teach thee, &c.} For they were not to 
make any new law, but to teach the law of God, 
and fo far as their fenfe and opinion of things a- 
greed with that law, they were to be regarded : and 


according to the judgment which they foal tell thee 


thou foalt do, what were law and juftice, w 
were fit and right to be done, according to the wil 
of God, which they. fhould declare unto them, that 
was carefully to be done by them: shew fhalt not 
decline from the fentence they foall fhew thee, to t. 
right 
£ Hilchot Sanhedrin, e. 2. §, 2. 
§ 
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right hand nor to the left; by fetting up after all 
their own judgments againft theirs to whom they 
had applied for information and direction, which 
to have done would have been very infolent and 
affronting ; they were not to depart from the de- 
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tions : and fhalt fay, I will fet a king over me, like 
as all the nations that are round about me, which 
was what would and did lead them to fuch a 
thought and refolution ; obferving that the neigh- 
bouring nations had kings over them, they were 


termination they made of the cafe, on pretence of | defirous of being like them as to the form of their 


knowing better, nor even in any minute circum- 
{tance to deviate from it, but ftrictly and clofely 
to keep unto it ; though not to follow them fo im- 
plicitly as to receive from them and embrace things 
the moft abfurd and unreafonable, as archi fug- 
getts ; who fays, that their fenfe was to be abided 
by, even if they fhould fay that the right hand is 
the left and the left hand the right. 

y. 12. And the man that will do prefumptuoufly, 
&c.] The judge of the country-court that makes 
his application to that at Yeru/alem for information 
and direétion; if after all he is conceited in his own 
opinion and rejects theirs, and is obftinate and will 
not be guided and directed, but will take his own 
way and purfue his own fenfe of things, and aé 
according to that: and will not bearken to the prieft 
that fiandeth to minifier there before the Lord thy 
God; the priefts of the tribe of Levi, of whom 
the court generally confifted, ¥. 9. prieft for priefts ; 
though fome think the: high-prieft is meant, to 
whom the character very well agrees; but he 
was not always at the head of thé Sanbedrim, nor 
indeed a member of it, unlefs he had the proper 
qualifications ; fee ch. xviii. 18. or unto the judge , 
or judges; fee the note on ¥. 9. L’Empereurt 
thinks, that the fupreme fenate, or grand Sanhe- 


civil government, and have a king as they had. 

¥. 15. Thou foalt in any wife fet him king over 
thee, whom the Lord thy God fhall chufe, 8c.) The 
Jews take this to be a command to fet a king over 
them ; whereas it is only a permiffion in cafe they 
fhould defire and determine on having one, as 
God forefaw they would ; and this with a limitation 
and reftriction to appoint none but whom God 
fhould chufe, and which was their duty and intereft 
to attend unto; for none could chufe better for 
them, and was what he had a right unto, and it 
became them to fubmit to it, fince he was thefr 
king in a civil and fpecial fenie, and another was 
only his vicegerent ; accordingly we find when 
they exprefled their defire to have a king in the 
time of Samuel, and it was granted, though not 
without fome refentment, the Lord chofe their 
firft king for them, Sau/, and after him, David, 
and even Solomon, David’s fon ; and though in af- 
ter-times they appointed kings without confulting 
him, it is complained of, Hof: viii. 4. hence this 
claufe is prefaced in the Targum of Fonathan, ** ye 
fhall feek inftruion from the Lord, and after fet 
him king, &c.” which was to be done by the 
mouth of a prophet, or by Urim, as Aben Ezra 
obferves: one from among thy brethren fhalt thou 


drim, was two-fold, according to the diverfity of | /et king over thee; that is, one of their own na- 


ecclefiaftic and political matters; fince where it 
treats of the fupreme fenators, or chief perfons in 
the court, the prieft is manifeftly diftinguifhed 
from the judge (z. e. priefts or judges); now the 
man that has afked advice of them and will not be 
directed by it, but takes his own way, this being fo 
great a contempt of and infult. upon the great fe- 
nate of the nation: even that man fhall die; and 
this was by ftrangling, for fo the rebellious elder, 
as fuch an one is called, was to die according to 
the Mifnab* ; and it is faid ', that the death fpoken 
of in the law abfolutely (without fpecifying 
what kind of death) is ftrangling: and thou fhalt 
put away the evil from Ifrael, the evil man that is 
rebellious again{t the fupreme legiflature of the na- 
tion, and the evil of contumacy he is guilty of, 
deterring others from it by his death. 

¥. 13+ And all the people fall bear and fear, &c.] 
All the people of J/rae/ in their feveral cities, and 


particularly the judges in thofe cities; they fhall 


hear of what is done to the obftinate and difobe- 


dient elder, and fhall be afraid to commit the like 


offence, left they fhould come into the fame punifh- 
ment: and do no more prefumptuoufly , after his ex- 
ample; hence Yarchi fays, they wait till the feaft 
comes and then put him to death; and fo it is faid *, 
they bring him up to the great Sanhedrim which is 
at Yerufalem, and there keep him until the feaft 
(the next feaft) and put him to death at the feaft 
as it is faid, a// the people fhall hear and fear. 

y¥. 14. When thou art come unto the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, &c.] ‘The land of 
Canaan: and fhalt poffe/s it, and fhalt dwell therein, 
be entirely in the poffeffion of it and fettled in it; 
it feems to denote fome time of continuance in it, 
as it was, before they thought of fetting a king 
over. them, about which are the following inftruc- 


& In Mifn. Middoth, c. 5 
& Mifn. Sanhedrin, c. 10. § 


Vor, I. Ne. Ill. 


- §. 3. 
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* Sanhedrin, c. 10, §, 2, 
+ Sanhedrin, ¢. 2.3, 4, 


tion, an Jraelite, a brother both by nation and 
religion: thou mayeft not fet a ftranger over thee 
that is not thy brother; one of another nation, 
that is not of the family of J/rael, as Aben Ezra 
notes, even not an Edomite, though called fome- 
times their brother ; and Hered, who was an Idu- 
mean, was fet up, not by them but by the Romans; 
now in this their king was a type of the king 
Meffiah, of whom it is faid, their nobles fhall be of 

themfelves, Fer. xxx. 21, 
¥. 16. But he fhall not.multiply horfes to himfelf, 
&c.] That he might not put his truft and con- 
fidence in outward things, as fome are apt to truft 
in horfes and chariots; and that he might not ty- 
rannize over and diftrefs his fubjects by keeping a 
number of horfes and chariots as a ftanding ar- 
my, and chiefly for a reafon that follows; he was 
tohave no more than for his own chariot, fo Farchi, 
and fo the Mi/nab ' and Maimonides ™; the Targum 
of Fonathan rettrains it to two: nor caufe the people 
to return to Egypt, to the end that be fhould multiply 
horfes ; which was a country that abounded with 
them, and therefore he was not to encourage, and 
much lefs oblige his fubjeéts to travel thither or 
trade with that people for the fake of increafing 
his ftock of horfes, J. xxxi. i. 3. fora/inuch as the 
Lord hath faid unto you, ye foall henceforth return no 
more that way ; not that going into Egypt on any 
account whatfoever was forbidden, as tor trade and 
merchandife in other things, or for fhelter and 
fafety, for which fome good men fed thither; but 
for outward help and affiftance againft enemies, 
and for horfes on that account, and particularly in 
order to dwell there, from which the Fews in the 
times of Yeremiah were difluaded by him, and 
threatened by the Lord with deftruétion, in cafe 
‘they fhould, Jer. xlii. 15-—22. When the Lord 
faid 


? Maingon. Iifure Biab, c. 1, §. 6. 
® Hilchet Melachim, c. 3. §. 3. 
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faid this is not certain ; it may be when they pro- 
pofed to make a captain, and return unto Egypt; 
or he faid this in his providence, this was the lan- ) 
guage of it ever fince they.came out of it, or how-|lefthim ; and he copies it out of the book of the 
ever this he now faid ; fee ch. xxviii. 68. court by the order of the Sanbedrim of feventy-one 5 
y.17. Neither fall be multiply wives to himfelf,\if his fathers have left him none or it is loft, he 
that his heart turn not away, &c.| From attending|writes two books of the law, one he leaves in the 
to the duty of his office, the care and government|houfe of his treafures, which he is commanded, as 
of his people, and from {ferious religion ; and par-|every one of Jjrael ‘is, and the fecond never departs 
ticularly from the worfhip of the true God, as the|from him,” bur one may feem fufficient on all 
heart of Solomon was turned away from it-by his|occafions, and-for all purpofes; and this was'to be. 
numerous idolatrous wives, 1 Kings xi. 3,4. it is|wrote out of that which is before the priefis and Le 
acommon notion of the Jews that a king might| vies; the original copy of it, which was depofited 
have eighteen wives, and no more *: neither foalljin the fide of the ark ; dee Deut. xxxi. 26. 2 Kings 
be greatly multiply to himfelf filver and gold; he|xxii. 8. Bt SR 
might increafe his wealth, but not greatly, left his}. y.19. Aud it foall be with him, Bec] Always, 
heart fhould be lifted up with pride by it, and left)when at home or abroad,’ fitting on his throne om 
his fubjects fhould be oppreffed and -burthened with | lying down, or wherever he went,’ unle#~in *fuch 
taxes for that purpofe; or he being pofiefled of {6 !places where it was not proper to read it, as thé 
much fhould make ufe of it to enflave them, and | Yews obferve®: and be fhall read therein all the days 
efpecially fhould be fo elated with it, as to deny jof bis life; every day of his life ; meditate on it 
God, and defpife his providence, and  difobey {night and day as a good man does, that he might 
his laws; fee Prov. xxx. 9. The ews generally | be. well verfed in it, and Know how to govern his 
fay! that he ought not to. multiply more than | people according to it: shat be may learn to fear the 
what will pay the ftipends or wages of hisfervants, | Lord bis God, to ferve and worthip him both inter- 
and only for the treafury of the houfe of the|nally andvexternally, he having the fear of Godal- 
Lord, and for the neceffity of the congregation (or| ways before his eyes, and on his heart, which the 
common-wealth), and for their wars ; but not ‘for|holy law of God ‘direéts to and inftructs in: to keep 
himéelf, and his own treafury. all the words of this law, and thefe fiatutes todo them; 
¥. 18. And it foall be when he fitteth upon the\not only fuch as concerned him as a king, but all 
throne of bis kingdom, 8&c.]. When he is fettled on|others that concerned him asa man, a creature fub- 
it, andis even amidtft all the pomp and glory of it :]jet to the Lord, and as an S/raclite belonging to 
that he foall write him a copy of this law in @ book ;\the church and: commonwealth of J/rael, and fo 
which copy the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin ver-|includes all laws, moral, ceremonial, and judi- 
fions interpret of this book of Deuteronomy, which |cial. ’ boat 
is a fummary, abftract, and repetition, of the fe-| y. 20. That bis heart be not lifted up above bis 
veral laws of God to the people of J/rael; though] brethren, &c.] On account of his office, the dig- 


grees, whofe words are, ‘* at the time a king fits 
on the throne’ of his kingdom, he writes for him- 
felf a book of the law, befides what his fathers 


the Fewi/h writers commonly underftand it of the 
whole Pentateuch, the five books of Moj/es,; 
which perhaps may be enlarging it too much, as it 
would be reducing it to too little, to reftrain it to 
this law concerning kings, as the Targum of Fo- 
nathan. The word Mijbneh rendered copy, figni- 
fies double; hence fome take it to mean.a double 
exemplar or copy of the law he was obliged to 
write out, whereby it would be the more imprinted 
on his mind, and he would be furnifhed with it for 
his ufe at home and abroad, as the Fewi/b writers 
obferve ; fo Farchi by the copy underftands two 
books of the law, one to be left in his treafury, 
theother to goout and in with him. The fame is 


nity of it, confidering that he was fubject to the 
law of God, and accountable to the Lord for all 
his actions : and that he turn not afide from the com- 
mandment to the right hand or to the left ; not in the 
leaft deviate fromthe law of God, in the whole of 
his conduct, and particularly in theexercife of his 
kingly office: to the end that he may prolong bis days 
in bis kingdom , ruling well according to the laws of 
God being the way to ‘rule long: be and his chil- 
dren in the midft of Ifrael , this thews, as Farchi 
obferves, that if his fon was fit for the kingdom, 
he was to be preferred to any other man; for tho? 
it was elective, yet to be continued in the fame 
family, provided they walked in the ways of the 


faid inthe Za/mud™, and with which Maimonides"|Lord, and obferved his laws. 


CHAP. XVIUI. 


HIS chapter gives an account of the provifion, y. 1. The prieffs the Levites, and all the tribe of 
made for the priefts and Levites, with the| Levi, /hall have no part nor inheritance with Ifrael, 


reafon of it, ¥. 1—5. of allowgnce of a country |&c.] That is, in the land of Canaan, in the divi- 
Levite to minifter at Ferufalem, and take his portion | fion of it among the tribes: they fhall eat the of- 
with the reft, y. 6, 7, 8. and of feveral perfons of | ferings of the Lord made by fire, and bis inberitance ; 


bad practices not to be fuffered among the people 
of J/racl, ¥. 9—14. and of an extraordinary pro- 
“phet that fhould be raifed up among them, to whom 
they fhould hearken, or it would be the worfe for 
them, ¥. 15—19. but a falfe prophet was.to be 
put todeath, of whom a fign is given by which he 
might be known, ¥. 20, 21, 22. 


* Maimon. ib. §. 2. Mifn, ut fupra. T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol.2t.1, Targum Jon. & Jarchi in loc. » 
o m T, Bab. Sanhedrin, fol, 


ib, §.4. Mifn. ut fupra, 
Hilchot Melachim, c. 3. §. 3.' 


the priefts was called fire-offerings, after 


the meat-offerings, fee Lev. ii, 2, 3. and vi. 175 
18. and whatfoever of the fin-offerings and peace- 
offerings which were the Lord’s ; fo Bea Melech 
fays, the flefh of the offerings which belonged to 


part of it 


was confumed by fire. All thefe with other things, 


Numb. xviii. 8, 9. were given as the Targum of Fo= 
i Maimon - 
21.2. > Utfupra, §.1. . Maimon. 
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nathan exprefies it for their inheritance, in lieu of part. There is no obligation to the firft of the 


their having’ none in the land of Canaan. 

y. 2. Therefore foall they have none inheritance 
among their brethren, &c.) Neither of the field, 
nor of the vineyard, as the above Targum, be- 
caufe provifion was made for them otherwife, and 
efpecially becaufe the Lord is their inheritance, as he 
hath faid unto them, Numb. xviii. 20. fee the note 
there ; which as it may be underftood in a {piritual 
fenfe of their intereft in God, as their Covenant- 
~ God, and of their enjoyment of him, and com- 
munion with him ; fo chiefly in a temporal fenfe of all 
thofe things in the facrifices which the Lord claim- 
ed to himielf, and thefe he gave unto them; fo the 
fame Targum interprets this of the twenty-four 
gifts of the priefthood, enumerated Numd, xviii. 

¥. 3. And this fhall be the priefts due from the 
people, from them that offer facrifice, &c.] Not 
from the priefts, as archi obferves, but from 
thofe that bring the facrifices to the priefts, parti- 
cularly the peace-offerings : whether it be ox or 
Joeep 5 the oneof the herd, the other of the flock, 
creatures ufed in facrifice, and takes in goats and 
the kids of them, rams and lambs : and they shall 
give unto the pricft the fhoulder, and the two cheeks, 
and themaw the firft of thefe defigns the upper 
part of the arm that joins to the neck and back, 
and the next the two cheeks with the tongue, as 
both. Farchi and Aben Ezra obferve, and indeed 
the whole head is meant ; the maw which the Sep- 
tuaginé interpreters call swgov, and other writers 
muse, is, according to the philofopher °, the fourth 
and latt ventricle or ftomach, and which he thus 
defcribes; ‘* after the echinus or rough tripe is that 
which is called mvsgo, the maw, which is in bignefs 
larger than the echinus, and in form longer, and 
has many large and fmooth folds ;” and mus-gov €oos, 
the maw of an ox, and the belly of a fwine, are 
reckoned by the poet 4 as delicious food. 

¥. 4. The firft-fruit alfo of thy corn, and of thy 
wine, and of thy oil, &c.| This is the Terumab or 
heave-offering, the offering of the firft-fruits ; what 
the meafure or quantity was is not declared, but is 
fixed by the Fews ; fee the note on Exod. xxii. 29. 
and ihe firft of the fleece of thy fheep foalt thou give 
him: concerning which in the Mi/nad * it is faid, 
the firft of the fleece is ufed in the land and without 
the land, of which they give the weight of five 
fhekels in Fudea, which are ten fhekels in Galilee ; 
and they give white wool, and not defiled, enough 
to make of it a little garment. He that buys a 
fleece of the fheep of a Gentile, he is free from the 
firft of the fleece ; but if he buys it of his neigh- 
bour, if he leaves any of it, the feller is bound, if 
none the buyer is bound; if there are two forts, 
ruflet and white, and he fells the ruffet but not the 
white, the males but not the females, every one 
gives for himfelf. It may be obferved in this ac- 
count, that as much wool was to be given as would 
make a fmall garment ; enough, fays one of the 
commentators *, to make a little garment to mi- 
nifter in ; and the leaft garment fit for a prieft to 
minifter in is a girdle. ‘Farchi’s paraphrafe of it 
is, “* when thou fheareft thy flock every year, give 
the firft of it to the prieft, it does not determine 
the quantity, but our Rabbins fix it to the fixtieth 
part ;” with which agrees the obfervation of ano- 
ther writer‘, that there is no quantity fixed for the 
firftof the fleece from the law, but from the words 
of the fcribes it muft not be lefs than the fixtieth 


P Ariftot. Hift. Animal. 1. 2. ¢. 17. 
® Cholin, e. 11. §. 1, 2. 
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fleece until five fheep are fhorn, and the fleece of 
every one of the five muft not be lefs than twelve 
fhekels weight ; but if there is one fleece of them 
fefs than twelve fhekels, though the five fleeces aré 
more than fixty fhekels, lo this is free; fo that, as 
Maimonides * fays, the firft of the fleece is not lefs 
than the weight of a fhekel. 

¥. 5. For the Lord thy God bath chofen him out 
of all thy tribes, &c.] That is, has chofen the 
tribe of Levi out of all the other tribes of Srael 
to fiand to minifter in the name of the Lord; the 
priefts to minifter to the Lord by offering facrifices, 
and the Levites to minifter to the priefts in affift- 
ing them in their fervice ; and both their miniftry 
were in the name of the Lord, and for his glory, 
and done ftanding; for there was no fitting in the 
fanctuary “ ; the facerdotal miniftry was only per- 
formed ftanding *, whatever was done fitting was 
rejected’ ; fee Heb. x. 11. himand his fons for ever ; 
Levi and his pofterity, or the pofterity of the tribe 
of Levi, were chofen by the Lord to this fervice, 
to be employed in it as long as the ceremonial law 
continued, on which ftood the Levitical prieft- 
hood ; but both are’ now abolifhed by Chrif, hav- 
ing their accomplifhment in him, Hed. vii. 11. 
xii. 18, 

¥. 6. And if a Levite come from any of thy gates 
out of Ifrael, where he fojourned, 8&c.] In any of 
the cities through the land, for they were difperfed 
all over the country, and employed in inftructing 
and teaching the people ; and excepting the cities 
which were given them to dwell in out of the fe- 
veral tribes, they were but fojourners : and comé 
with all the defire of bis mind unto the place which the 
Lord fall chufe ; the city of Ferufalem, where the 
temple would be built, and facrifices offered, at 
which the Levites were affifting to the priefts, and 
in various parts of the fervice of the fanctuary ; and 
to which they are fuppofed to come with an hearty 
good will, with great eagernefs of foul, and a ve- 
hement defire of being employed in the work of 
the Lord. Though Farchi interprets it of a prieft, 
that comes and offers his free-will-offerings, or 
what he is obliged to, and even in a ward not his 
own; or, as otherwife expreffed, of the priefts 
that come to the feaft, who offer inthe ward, and 
ferve in the offerings that come by virtue of the 
feaft, as the additions of the feaft, though it is not 
intheir own ward ; and indeed every prieft was a 
Levite, though every Levite was nota prieft ; and 
the defcription of him after given, as ftanding mi- 
niftring in the name of the Lord, beft agrees with 
a prieft. 

¥. 7. And he fball minifter in the name of the Lord 
his God, &c.] The Targum of Fonathan is, * he 
fhall minifter in the name of the Word of the 
Lord his God ;” in the name of Chrift, as a type 
of him, as every prieft, and every facrifice were : 
he was to be allowed to officiate, though it was not 
his courfe or turn: as all bis brethren the Levites do, 
which fiand there before the Lord; daily offering the 
fame facrifices, and whatfoever are brought unto 
them ; who might be faid to ftand before the Lord, 
becaufe they ftood at the altar of the Lord, and of- 
fered the facrifices of the people to him; and a 
country Levite or prieft was to be admitted to do ~ 
the fame thing at Feru/alem, and in the temple there 
as they did ; and this fhews that a prieft is meant 
by the Levite. 


y, 8. 
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y. 8. They fall Lave like portions to eat, &c.]\art; (or of dreams or prophecies, fot thefe two are — 
Equal parts of the facrifices, with the priefts that |thought to be natural ? Again he fays +, the Phry- 
ufually miniftered there; hence we learn, fays|gians, Pifidians, and Cilicians, pay a great refpe to 
Farchi, that they divided the fkins and flefh of the |the figns of birds—from the beginning of the world 
fin-offerings ; perhaps even fuch as did not come|it was that certain figns were forerunners of certain 
by virtue of the feaft, as the daily-facrifices, and |things ; fome in the entrails of beafts, Some in birds, 
the additions of the fabbath, and the vows, and the Jothers in lightnings, others in marvellous things, 
free-will-offerings : Lefide that which cometh by the|others in the ftars; fome in vifions and dreams, and 
fale of his patrimony, for though the priefts and Jothers in the words of frantic perfons. So the come- 
Levites had no inheritance divided to them in the |dian remarks”, that if a ftrange black dog comes in- 
land, yet they might buy houfes and fields, and |toahoufe, or a {nake falls from the tiles through rain, ~ 
leave them to their children, and this may be cal- jor a hen crows, thefe are obferved as ominous, by 
led their patrimony ; now it was notreafonable|the diviner or footh-fayer. Porphyry fays*, that 
that they fhould wholly live upon this, or fpend|footh-fayers divine by the noife of crows and ra- 
what their fathers left them ; but befides the in-|vens ; and it is faid * the Arabians from birds as 
come of that, were to have their part and portion|from oracles, divine what fhall come to pafs ; and 
with their brethren in the facrifices of the fanc-|that they attain to, as they fay, by eating the 
tuary. But fome interpret thefe words in a dif-|heart and liver of dragons. farcbi on this place 
ferent way, as if they had refpe& to the gifts and|afks, who isthe diviner ? one that lays hold on 
oblations in the feveral wards in which the priefts|his ftaff, and fays, hall I go? or fhall I not go? 
miniftered, as they were ordered by their fathers, |that is, to fuch a place ; and according as it fell, fo 
Eleazar, Ithamar, Samuel, David, and Solomon ;\judgment was made ; fee Hof. iv. 12. Now fuch 
fo the Targums of Onkelos, Fonathan, and Farchi.\fort of diviners and divinations are cautioned a- 
In the times of Eleazar and Ithamar, there were |cainft, as not to be admitted amongft the people of 
only eight wards or courfes, which miniftered in| [/rae/, and regarded by them : or an obferver of 
their turns, but in the days of David they were di-|times; and fuch things the Egyptians were very in- 
vided into twenty-four; fee Zwkei. 8. and the note|quifitive about, what month or day belonged to 
there; now the ordering and fixing thefein their|the gods ; what day any one was born on, what 
turns, is called a vendition or fale; and thefe coun- | fhall befal him, how he will die, and what he thall 
try priefts might partake of all facrifices at the}be, as Herodotus * relates ; and fuch are they who 
feaft, excepting thofe which belonged to him whofe |are here meant, according to R. Akiba’ , that count 
courfe it was that week. times and hours, and fay fuch a time is beau- 

¥. 9. When thou art come into the land which\titul (or feafonable) to go out in and trade; but 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, &c.] The land of|the wifemen fay, as archi obferves, thefe are they 
Canaan, often thus defcribed, to exprefs the good-|that hold the eyes, caft a mift over people’s eyes, 
nefs of God in beftowing it on them, as amere}that they can’t perceive their juggling tricks. 
favour of his, without any defert of theirs ; and fo] Some think the word has the fignification of clouds, 
typical of the heavenly Canaan, or eternal life,Jand fo defigns fuch that obferved them and their 
which is the free gift of God through Chri :| motions, and made their conclufions according to 
thou fhalt not learn to do after the abominations of\them; fee Lev. xix. 26. or an enchanter 5 accord- 
thefe nations ; the feven nations which before in-|fing to Farchi, one that remarks things as ominous; 
habited it; they might learn, as Yarchi obferves, jas when a morfel falls out of aman’s mouth, a roe 
‘to know how corrupt their works were, and to|{tops him in the way, or his ftaff falls out of his 
fhew to their children, that they might not do fo ;}hands : the word has the fignification of a ferpent 
but they were not to learn them fo as to practife}in it, and fo may fignify one that inchants them; 
them, but to have them in the utmoft abhorrence, | fee P/ lviii. 4, 5. or makes obfervations by them, 
as being abominable to God, and which fhould be] as portending this and that and the other, as be- 
o to them ; fome of which are as follow. -|fore obferved of the fnake falling from the tiles ; 

¥.10. There fhall not be found among you any one}and Horace * fpeaks of a ferpent lying in the way, 
that maketh his fon or bis daughter to pafs through \and frighting horfes, as taken notice of by footh- 
the fire, &c.] To Moloch, which was a fort of lu-|fayers: or a witch; of whom fee Exod. xxii. 
ftration by fire, two fires being made, and the} 18. 
child led by a prieft between them, and which was} y.11. Or a charmer, &c.] That pretends to 
an initiation of him into the religion of that deity,|cure difeafes by charms, or a charmer of ferpents 5 
and devoting him to it ; fo Yarchi fays, this isthe} according to Farch?, one that gathers together fer- 
fervice of Moloch, making piles of fire here and pents and fcorpions, and other animals into one 
there, (on this fide and on that) and caufing (the } place ; with which agree the Targums of Fonathan 
children) to pafs between them both.  Befides}and feru/alem, ** which bind ferpents and feor- 
this they ufed to burn them with fire to this deity, | pions, and all kind of creeping things ;” but, ac- 
perhaps after the performance of this ceremony ;|cording to ben Ezra, one that fays certain words 
fee ch. xii. 31. and the note there: or that u/eth di-|to gather demons together : or a confulter with fa- 
vination ; according to Aben Ezra this is a general | milar fpirits,; or the enquirer of Ob, or the bottle, 
name, and fo Ben Melech, the particulars of which|which the Fes interpret of Python, or one that 
are what follow, an obferver of times, &c. Cicero\has the fpirit of Python , fee Aéls yvi. 16. a ven- 
fays *, there are two forts of divination, one is of }triloquift, one that fpoke or feemed to {peak out of 
art, the other of nature. What nation or what]his belly, or from under his arm-pits; fo itis faid 
city is not moved by prediction, either by thelin the Mi/nab* of Ob, this is Python, one that 
entrails of beafts, or of thofe that interpret {peaks out of his arm-holes ; agreeable to which 
ftrange things and lightnings, or of foothfayers, 


or aftrologers, or of lots, (for thefe are moftly of|called Python, and he fpeaks from 


his arm holes, 


and — 
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forchi fays, this is that fort of witchcraft which is 


ae 
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and brings up the dead thither : of Baal Od, or the’ 
mafter of the bottle, fay fome Fewi/h writers, one | 
way he ufes is, he takesthe fkull of a dead man, 
the flefh of which is confumed from it, and he hides 
it and burns incenfe to it, and mutters words by it, 
and hears from it, asif from adead man“: or a 
wizard; a knowing one, as the word fignifies, 
fuch an one as, we call a cunning man; fee the note 
on Lev. xix. 31. or @ necromancer ; that enquires 
of the dead, .or feeks inftruction from them, as the 
Jargum of Ferufalem. _ Aben Ezra defcribes him 
as one that goes to burying-grounds, and takes 
the bone of a dead man, and becaufe of . his wild 
imagination there appears to him the likenefs of 
forms; or as. Maimonides! , better ftill, he is one 
that fafts and fleeps in grave-yards, and utters 
words ; and according to his imagination, fees fu- 
ture things in dreams. 
y. 12. For all that do thefe things are an abomina- 
tion to the Lord, &c.] Not that do all thefe things, 
but whoever does any of them, as archi notes ; 
all fuch. perfons that ufe fuch unlawful methods, 
or any of them, to gain knowledge ; and like- 
wife all thofe that confult them, and make ufe of 
them ; and efpecially it muft be very abominable 
in the people of J/rae/, to encourage fuch perfons 
and practices, who had the knowledge of the true 
God, and himtoconfult on all occafions ; had his 


law and teftimony to attend unto as the rule of|fure, and in refpect 


their conduct, and his prophets to advife with in 
matters. of difficulty ; fee J/ viii. 20. and becaufe 
of thefe abominations the Lord thy God doth drive 
them out from before thee ; as well-as for other fins 
mentioned in Lev. xviii. 24—28. and as before ob- 
ferved from Cicero, all nations have been addicted 
to the arts of divination here condemned. 
13. Thou fhalt be perfec with the Lord thy 
God ;| Sincerely ferve and worfhip him, faithfully 
adhere to his word, laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, 
and walk uprightly before him. 

¥. 14. For thofe nations which thou foalt poffe/s 
hearkened unto obfervers of times, and unto diviners, 
&c.] Such as are before mentioned, and did as 
they directed them: but as for thee the Lord thy 
God hath not fuffered thee fo to do; or, but thou not 
fo™; thou fhouldeft not do fo, not hearken to 
fuch perfons, but to the Lord thy God, andto his 
Jaw and teftimony ; nor art thou left to the decep- 
tion of fuch perfons : the Lord thy God hath given 
thee ; his word and -ftatutes, as a rule to go by, 
which he has not given to other nations: the Tar- 
gum of Fonathan adds, ** the priefts fhall afk by 
urim and thummim, and a true prophet fhall the 
Lord your God give unto you ;” fo that they had no 
need to hearken to fuch impoftors and deceivers’: 


’ 
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and all of them in fucceffion, ch. xxxiv. 10, II, 12. 
but the Mefiah, with whom the whole agrees ; 
and upon this the expectation of a prophet among 
the Fews was raifed, Fobn vi. 14. and is applied to 
him, and referred to as belonging to him in 4és 
iil, 22. and vii. 37. who was a prophet mighty in 
word -and deed, and not only foretold future 
events, as his own fufferings and death, and refur- 
rection from the dead, the deftru€tion of Feru/a- 
lem, and other things; but taught and initruéted 
men in the knowledge of divine things, fpake as 
never man did, preached the gofpel fully and faith- 
fully, fo that as the law came by Mo/es, the doc- 
trine of grace and truth came by him ; and he was 
raifed up of God, called, fent, commiffioned and 
qualified by him for the office of a prophet, as well 
as was raifed from the dead as a confirmation of his 
being that extraordinary perfon : from the midff of 
thee; he was of I/rael, according to the fleth, of 
the tribe of Fudab, and of the houfe of David, 
born of a virgin in Bethlebem, preached only in 
Judea, and was raifed from the dead inthe midit of 
them, and of which they were witnefles: of thy 
bretbren., the Ifraclites, of whom as_ concernine 
the fleth Chriff came, and to whom he was fent as 
a prophet, and among whom he only preached : 
like unto me, the Targum of Fonathan adds, * in 
the holy Spirit ;”? which he received without mea- 
of which was fuperior to Mo/es, 
or any of the prophets : he was like to Mo/és in 
the faithful difcharge of his office, in his familiar 
converfe with God, in the miracles which he 
wrought ; as well as in his being a mediator, and 
the redeemer of his people, as Mo/es was a media- 
tor between God and the people of J/rae/, and the 
deliverer of them out of Egypt ; and it is a faying 
of the Jews ’ themfelves, “« as was the firft re. 
deemer, fo is the fecond:” wato him ye hall hear- 
ken externally attend on his miniftry, internally 
receive his do¢trine, embrace and profefs it; do 
what is heard from him, hear him and not another, 
always and in all things ; fee Matt. xvii. 

¥. 16. According to all that thou defiredf of the 
Lord thy God at Horeb, &c.] This was promifed 
them, in anfwer to their requeft at Hored or mount 
Sinai, when the law was delivered to them in the 
terrible manner it was : i” the day of the affembly , 
in which the tribes were gathered together to te- 
ceive the law, when they were aflembled at the foot 
of the mount for that purpofe: /aying, Jef me mot 
hear again the voice of the Lord my God; which 
was fuch a voice of words, attended with fo much 
terror, that they that heard intreated the word 
might not be fpoken to them any more, as the 
apoftle fays in Heb. xii. 19. neither let me fee this 


or, as for thee, not fo are they whom the Lord thy God| great fire. any more, that I die not ; out of which 


giveth thee»; that is, the prophets whom the 
Lord would give unto them would not be like the 
diviners of the heathens, who impofed on the peo- 
ple and deceived them ; but would be men fent and 
‘infpired by God, and true and faithful in the dif- 
charge of theiroffice; and.to hearken to thefe they 
are encouraged, by the promife of a very eminent 
one, like to Mo/es, in the next verfe. 

¥. 15. Lhe Lord thy God will raife up unto thee a 
prophet, &c.| Not Fofbua, as Aben Ezra, nor Fe- 
remiab, as Baal Haturim, nor David° as others ; 
nor a fucceffion of prophets, as Yarchi; fora fingle 
perfon is only fpoken of ; and thereis a diffimili- 
tude between Mo/es and any one of the prophets, 


k Maimon. & Bartenora in ib. 1 Tn ib. 
funt quos dat tibi Jehova Deus taus, Junius & Tremellius. 
P Midrath Kohelet, fol. 63. 2. 


You, di. Ne,> 3, 


SA ie x5 PIM) & tu non fic, Montanus. 


the Lord fpoke ; the congregation of J/rael is here 
reprefenied {peaking as if a fingle perfon. 

¥.17. And the Lord faid unto me, &c.] Unto 
Mojfes, who carried the above requett to the Lord: 
they have well fpoken that which they have fpoken ; 
fee ch. v. 28. 

¥. 18. I will raife them up a prophet from among 
their brethren like unto thee, &c.] So that it feems 
this promife or prophecy was firft made at mount 
Sinai, but now renewed and repeated, and which 


is no. where elfe recorded ; fee y. 15. when they 


were not only made eafy for the prefent by appoint- 
ing Mo/es to receive from the Lord all further no- 
tices of his mind and will, but were affured that 


when 


¢ » De te autem non ita 
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when it was his pleafure to make a new revelation, | afluming a public office, without a divine au 
or a further difcovery of his mind and will, injor a commiffion from God, and much lefs what 
future times, he would not do it in that terrible|was falfe, and never commanded to be fpoken at 
way he had delivered the law to them; but would]all by any : or that foall fpeak in the name of Otber 
raife up a perfon of their own flefh and. blood,|gods; the idols of the people, as the Targum a8 
by whom it fhould be delivered, which was fuffi- if any. fhould affirm, they were fent by Youe, of 
cient to prevent their fears for the future: and will|infpired by Apollo, as fome are faid to prophefy by 
put my word in his mouth; the dottrines of the} Baal, as if they had received their orders’ and in- 
gofpel which come from God, and are the words|ftructions from him, and were infpired® by him} 
of truth, faith, righteoufnefs, peace, pardon, life) Jer. ii. 8: even that prophet shall die’, the Targum 
and falvation ; and which Chrift fays were not his|of Youathan is, be’ killed by the fword, but the 
Own, as man and mediator, but his father’s, which] Zews 4 generally interpret it of ftrangling. OBS 
he gave unto him, and put into his mouth, as] y. 21. And if thou fay in thine heart, Bc.) Such 
what he fhould fay, teach, and deliver to others ;}a thought arifes in the mind, and it appears to be 
fee Fobn, vii. 16. and viii. 28. and xvii. 6, 8. and|a difficulty, and a query is made upon it How 
he fhall fpeak unto them all that I foall command him; Jball we know the word which the Lord bath not 
nor did he keep back, but faithfully declared the|/poken ? What marks, figns and criterions aré 
whole counfel of God ; and as he gave him a com-|thofe by which it may be known that it is not a 
mandment what he fhould fay, and what he fhould| word that comes from the Lord ? . 
fpeak, he was entirely obedient to it; fee Fobn, xii.| -W- 22. When a prophet fpeaketh in the name of 
49, 50. and xv. 16. the Lord, &c.| Says he comes from God, is fene 
¥. 19. And it foall come to pafs, that whefoever| by him, and has a commiffion from him to fay 
will not hearken unto my words, &c.| To the doc-|fo: if the thing follow not, nor come to pafs; asthe 
trines of the gofpel, but flight and defpife them :| prophecy of Hananiah, Fer. xxviii. 3. that is the 
which be foall [peak in my name in whofe name| thing which the Lord bath not Jpoken ; or otherwife it 
he came, and whofe words or doétrines he declared | would have come to pafs, unlefs when a‘condition 
them to be; not as his own, but his father’s,!is either exprefied or implyed, as the ‘repentance 
Jobin, Vv. 43. and vii. 16. I will require it of him; or difobedience of a people; fee Fer. xviii, 7—10, 
or as the Zargums of Onkelos and Jonathan, “ my |dut the prophet bath {poken it prefumptuoufly ; in a 
Word fhall require it.of him, or take vengeance|bold and daring manner, with great impiet and 
on. him;”.as Chrift the Word of God did in the|impudence, out.of his own head and heart bei t 
deftruction of the Fezwi/b nation, city and temple ;}a mere device and imagination of his‘ewh ‘which: 
fee Luk. xix, 27, 44, not having the fear of God, he delivered as coming 
y¥. 20, But the prophet which fhall prefume to|from the Lord: thou. foalt not be: afraid of bim; 
Speak in my name, &c.| Pretending a miflion and |not only: to reprove him for his wickednefs but 
commifion from.God, and yet was ‘never fent by jalfo to punifh him for it; fhewing ho regard & the 
him, like. the prophets in» Jer. xxii. 24. whieh I high charaCer he affumes, nor to ‘the great pre- 
have not commanded bim to. fpeak-, which though | tenfions he makes, to dfanctity, knowled ey te) 
true was. not to be fpoken in a public manner, by linden with God. . e iat 


CHA) Pi. ATX. 


“HIS chapter contains an ofder to feparate 
three cities of refuge in the land of Canaan, 


rated from thofe inhabited by the tribes of Reuben 


and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeb, ch. iv. 


for fuch that killed a man unawares to flee to, of|41—43. but thefe were to be in the midft of the 


which thofe who were guilty of murder purpotely, 


were to have no benefit, ¥.. 113. a law is given a- 
gainft removing land-marks, y. 14. and others 
concerning witnefles, that they fhould: be more 
than one; be two, or three, ¥. 15. and that a falfe 
witnefs, on conviction, fhould be punifhed, y. 16 
21. 


y. 1. When the Lord thy God hath cut off the 
nations whofe land the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
&c.] The feven nations of the land of Canaan, 
whofe deftru€tion was of the Lord for their fins, 
and whofe land was a gift of him that had a right 
to difpofe of it to the children of Drael; fee ch. 
xii. 29. and thou fucceedeft them, and dwellef in 
their cities, and in their boufes; fhould poffefs their 
Jand in their ftead, by virtue of the gift of it to 
them by the Lord, and inhabit their cities and 
houfes built by them. 
yt. 2. Thou fhalt feparate three cities for thee in 
the midft of thy land, 8c.) From the cities they 
took pofleffion of and dwelt in; and indeed from 
the cities of the levites, which were given to them 
to inhabit ; three were before ordered to be fepa- 


@ Mifn. Sanhedrin, ¢. 10. §. 4. Barténora in ib, §.:5. and Jarchi in loc. 


mon. & Bartenora in ib, 


land of Canaan, fee Fofb. xxx. 7,8. which thi 
Lord thy. God giveth en poffe/s oe which my it s 
often mentioned when this land is fpoken of, fo it 
carries in it a reafon here why this order of the 
Lord’s fhould be readily complied with, the whole 
land and all the cities of it being the gift of his 
to them. 4 
¥. 3. Thou foalt prepare thee a way, &e.] A 
road, an high way to thofe cities: on the firft of 
Adar, or February, the magiftrates ‘ ufed to meet 
and proclaimed, or ordered to be proclaimed, that 
the ways be repaired, particularly thofe leading to 
the cities of refuge ; which was done by making 
them {mooth and plain, fo that there was not an. 
hill or dale to be feen; and by building bri 
over rivers and brooks, that he might ipe “ges 
had killed any one through miftake, and not be 
hindered, left the avenger of blood fhould over- 
take him and kill him*; and therefore every ob- 
ftruction was removed out of the way, that there 


might be a clear courfe for him ; and at the par- — 


ting of ways; or where two or more ways 
that he might not be at a lofs one wap 


way to take, refuge was written, as Farchi 
2 , * 
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ther writers obferve, upon potts or pillars | erected 
for that purpofe; fee the note on Numb. xxxv. 6, 


and divide the coafts of thy land which the Lord thy|way of defcent, he is not to have it. 


ERONOMY ay 
thrown tip at him) he is to. be exiled, (of to have 


the benefit of a city of refuge) but what is not by 
Some think 


God giveth thee to inberit, in three parts; in each | this is {poken of the wood which is cleaved, and 


of which was to be a city of refuge, and thofe at 
an equal diftance: fo ‘farchi obferves, that this 


was done that there might be from the beginning 


t=) 


of the border (of the land) unto the firft city of 


the cities of ‘refuge, according to the meafure of a 
journey, that there is from ‘that to the fecond, and 


fo from the fecond to the third, and fo from the|of refuge, 


not of the wood in which the iron is fixed; but 
the wife men fay it is to be fo underftood «; in 
which they are right. 

¥. 6. Left the avenger of blood ptrfue the flayer, 
&c.]  Thefe words are to be conneéted with "a: 
Where it is ordered to prepare the way to the cities 
and to divide the land into three parts; 


third to the other border of the land of J/rae]: of |for the convenience of the flayer to flee thither; 


the fituation of thefe cities, fo as to anfwer to thofe 
on the other fide Jordan, fee the note on Numb. 
xxxv. 14. that every flayer may flee thither ; to that 
which is neareft and’ moft convenient for him, that 
‘is, who had flain a man unawares, as follows. 

¥. 4. And this is the cafe of the flayer, which 
foall flee thither, that he may live; 8cc.] Tt was not 
any flayer that might have protection in thefe ci- 
ties, but fuch who were thus and thus circumftan- 
ced, or whofe’cafe was as follows: whofo killeth 
bis neighbour ignorantly ; without intention, as the 
Targum of Fonathan, did not defign it; but was 
done by him unawares: whom he bated not in time 
paft; had never fhown by words or deeds that he had 
any hatred of him or enmity to him three days ago 5 
fo that if there were,no marks of hatred, or proofs 
of it three days before this happened, it was reck- 
oned an accidental ‘thing, and not done on pur- 
pofe, as this phrafe is uiually interpreted ; fee Ex 
od. Xxi. 29. . 

¥. 5. As when a man goeth into the wood with 
bis neighbour to hew wood, &c.] A wood is a place 
common to men, and cutting down wood a bufi- 
nefs which’any man might do ; whereas a private 
place, where a man had no right to be, and doing 
twhat he had-no bufinefs with, ‘rendered a cafe ful- 
picious, and fuch a man was liable to be taken up 
when any affair happened of the kind here fpoken 
of ; fo the Fewifh writers obfervet, ** a wood is a 
public place for him that hurts and him that is 
hurt to enter there;” both kad a right to go thi- 
ther, the one as well as the other, he to whom 
the accident came, and he by whom it came ; but 
they fay, a court that belongs to a mafter of a 
houfe (a private court) is excepted, where there is 
no power or liberty for him that hurts, or for 
him that is hurt to enter. 4dda Saul fays, What is 
hewing wood? It is what a man has a right to 
do, or is in his power; itis what is public and 
common, and not peculiar to any: and his band 
fetcheth a firoke with the ax to cut down the tree; 
lifts up the ax and is about to ftrike with it, in 
order to cut down the tree pitched upon by him 
or by his neighbour, or both: and the head flippeth 
from the helve, the head of the ax from the handle 
of it, or the iron from the wood *; the iron part of the 
ax, which is properly the head, from the wooden 
part, which is laid hold on by the hand: and this 
not being well faftened, flips and falls off as the 
blow is fetching, or the ftroke juft ready to be 
given : and lighteth upon bis neighbour, that he die, 
hits him in fome part as he ftands by him which 
proves mortal : be /ball flee unto one of thefe cities, 
and live; be fafe and fecure from the avenger of 
blood ; fuch an one might have the benefit of one 
of thefe cities, for for fuch they were defigned ; 
the rule with the ews is, what is done by way 
of defcent (#. ¢. which comes down and lights 
‘upon a man, and is not levelled againft him, or 


t Mifn. Maccot, c. 2. §. 2. 
Maccot, c. 2. §. 1. Maimon, & Bartenora 


left:he that was next of kin, and incenfed againtt 
the flayer, and determined to avenge what was 
done, fhould purfue after him: «while bis heart is 
hots by reafon of the lofs of his relation, upon 
which his paffions being raifed, his heart becomes 
inflamed with wrath and anger ; which pufhes him 
upon an eager and hafty purfuit of the flayer, be- 
fore he fits down and coolly confiders and delibe- 
rates on the affair: and overtake him, becaufe the 
way 15 long, and flay bim; wherefore it. was proper 


that every thing fhould be done to make the way 
to thefe cities as eafy and as fhort as it could be: 


| whereas he was not worthy of death, had not com- 
mitted an action deferving of it, it being done igno- 


rantly and without notice as follows: isa/much as 
he bated him not in time paft, fee the note on ¥. 4. 

¥.7. Wherefore I command thee, faying, thou 
foalt feparate three cities for thee,| This was to be 
done immediately, as foon as they were fettled in the 
land of Canaan, and eftablifhed in the pofieffion of 
it, the inhabitants being cut off, or driven out, of 
however fubdued, 

¥. 8. And if the Lord thy God enlarge thy coaft, 
8ec.] Extend it further than it was upon ‘their 
firft fettlement, even carry ‘it as far as the river Zz- 
phrates, as in the times of Solomon, x Kings iv. 


‘ won 12 Sean ferrum e 
im ib. 


y 


21, 24. farchi interprets it of fuch an enlargerient 
as to give them the land of the Kewites, the Keni- 
zites, and Kadmonites: (as he hath fworn unto thy 
fathers) and give thee ail the land which be promifed 
to give unto thy fathers: Abraham, Iaac and Facob ; 
fee Gen. Xv. 18,19. XXVi. 3, 4. and xxviii. 13, 14. 
¥.9. If thou foalt keep all thefe commandments to 
do them, which I command thee this day, &e.]° A 
phrafe often met with before, and fignifies thé put- 
ting in practice the feveral laws, moral, ceremo- 
nial and judicial, which Mafes was now making a 
‘repetition of, and enjoining the obfervance of them 
by a divine authority: zo love the Lord thy God; 
which is the fource and fpring of genuine obedi- 
ence to the commands of God: and to walk ever 
in bis ways, denoting conftancy and perfeverance 
in them ; now all this is mentioned as the con- 
dition of the enlargement of their tcoaft, which 
would be the cafe if a due and conitant regard was 
had to the laws of God: and then fhalt thou add 
three cities more befides thefe three, three mote in 
the land of Canaan, befides the three now ordered 
to be feparated in it, and befides the three on the 
other fide of Fordan; fo that there would have 
been nine in all, if thefe had been ever added; 
but that time never came: the Jews expect the 
addition of thefe three cities in the days of the 
Meffiah ¥; but the Meffiah is already come, and 
all thofe cities as they were typical of him, have 
had their accomplifhment in him the antitype of 
them, of which fee the note on Numb, xxxv. 29. 
¥. 10. That innocent blood be not foed, &c.] As 
it would be if fuch a flayer as before defcribed was 
killed 


ee Pagninus, Montanus, * Mifn, 
i 


Ichot Rotzeach, ¢. 8. §. 4. 


Maimon, 


72 DEUTE RONOMY. Chxix.y.11—18: 


killed by the avenger of blood, before he could|and render thofe that do it obnoxious to a curfe; 
get to one of thefe cities of refuge, or fuppofing|ch. xxvii, 17. which they of old have fet in thine in~ 
that they had not been appointed, or a fufficient| Feritance which thou fhalt inberit, in the land that 
number of them: which the Lord thy God giveth|the Lord thy God giveth thee to poffe/s it; the land 
thee for an inheritance ; to be enjoyed by them and|of Canaan : this is thought to refer to the bounds 
their children after them, provided they did not and limits fet in the land by Eleazar and Fofbua, 
defile it by their fins, but obferved the commands| and thofe concerned with them at the divifion of - 
of the Lord to obey them: and fo blood be upon|it; when not only the tribes were bounded and dif- 
thee; the guilt of innocent blood crying for ven-| tinguifhed by certain. marks, but every man’s ef- 
geance, as would be the cafe if fuch a man’s blood] tate, and the poffeffion of every family in every 
was fhed as before defcribed ; it feems as if the| tribe; which though not as yet done when this law — 
guilt would rather affect the whole land for not] was made, yet as it refpeéts future times, might 
having a proper provifion of 4/ylums for fuch per- be faid to be done of old, whenever there was 
fons, than the avenger of blood. any tranfgreffion of it, which it cannot be: fup- 
y. 11. But if any man bate bis neighbour, &c.) pofed would be very quickly done; and it is a'law 
Has conceived enmity in his heart againft him,}not only binding on the inhabitants of the land 
bears him a mortal hatred, and has formed a feheme|of Canaan, but all others, it being agreeable to the 
in his mind to take away his life: and le in wait light and law of nature; and which was regarded 
for bim, knowing and expecting he will come by|ameng the heathens, Prov. xxii. 28. and xxili. 10, 
in fuch a way at fuch atime: and rife up againft\{ee the note on Ho/. v. ro. 
him out of the place where he lay in wait, jult} ¥. 15. One witne/s foall not rife up againft a man 
at the time he is pafling by: and fmite him mor- por any iniquity, or for any fin, in any fin that be 
tally that he die, or fmite him in foul or life * ; in’ Jinneth, &c.] Whether capital fins, or pecuniary 
fuch a part where life is in danger, and the con-|debts ; or whatfoever fins a man may be guilty of, 
fequence of it is that he dies: and fleeth into one of whether fins againft. the firft or fecond table of the 
thefe cities; for fhelter from the avenger of blood.jlaw, whether greater or lefier fins, whether in moral 
y. 12. Then the elders of his city foall fend and or civil things ; the ews except only in the cafe of 
fetch him thence, &c.] The Targum of Yonathan |a woman fufpected of adultery and of beheading 
is, ‘* the wife men of his city,” the Sanhedrim, or |the heifer: at the mouth of two witneffes, or at the 
court of judicature, or at leaft the civil magiftrates | mouth of three witneffes foall the matter be eftablifhed ; 
of that city to which fuch a murderer belonged, ‘either for acquittance or condemnation; and the 
had a power to fend to the city of refuge whither} witnefles may not, as Yarchi fays, write their tef- 
he was fled, and demand the delivering of him timony in a letter, and fend it to the Sanhedrim, 
up to them, that his cafe might be tried before;nor may an interpreter {tand between the witnefles 
them, and it might appear whether he was'a pro- and the judges; fee the note on ch, xvii. 6. 
per perfon to receive the benefit of the city of re-]_ ¥. 16. If a falfe witne/s rife up againft any man, 
fuge or not, and if not, to pafs fentence of death &c.] In a court of judicature: to seftify againft 
upon him, and fee it executed as follows: and de- him; that which is not true of him, let it be in 
liver bim into the hand of the avenger of blood that\what cafe it will; Aben Ezra inftances in idolatry, 
he may die; that is, after the examination and trial| but it holds good of any other, 
of him, and when he is found guilty, and fentence) ¥. 17. Then both the men between whom thé con- 
is pafled upon him, then he was to be delivered in-|#rover/y is, &c.] The man that bears the falfe 
to the hands of the avenger of blood, to be the|witnefs, and the man; againft whom it is borne: 
executioner of that fentence. Joall fiand before the Lord; as in the prefence of 
y.13. Thine eye foall not pity him, &c.] This|him, the omnifcient God, and as reprefented by 
is not faid to the avenger of blood, who is not|judges and civil magiftrates, whofe vicegerents 
to be fuppofed to have any pity or compaflion)they are; fo it feems to be explained in the next 
on fuch a perfon, but to the elders, judges, and|words, which are exegetical of thefe: before the 
civil magiftrates of the city to which he belonged, |priefs and the judges which foalt be in thofe days; 
who took cognizance of his cafe ; thefe were to|which fhall compofe the Sanhedrim, or court of 
fhew him no favour on account of his being a ci-|judicature; and this feems to confirm it, that by 
tizen, a neighbour, a relation or friend, or a rich|prieft and judge, in ch. xvii. 9, 12. are meant 
man, or on any account whatever; ‘but without priefts and judges; Farchi fays, this feripture 
favour or affection were to judge him and put him|{peaks of witneffes, that is, of the falfe. witnefs 
to death as a murderer; fee Numb. xxxv. 21. dbut|that teftifies wrong againft a man, and another that 
thou foalt put away the guilt of innocent blood from\contradicts his teftimony, and teaches that there is 
Ifraél, by which they would be defiled, and be li-}no witnefs by women; and fo it is elfewhere faid, 
able to punifhment for it; fee Numb. xxxv. 33,/an oath of witnels is made by men, and not by 
34. “ the Targum of Jonathan is, * fhall put a-| women; on which it is obferved », that a woman 
way thofe that fhed innocent blood out of J/rael;”’|is not fit to bear witnefs, as it is written, then both 
put them away by death: shat it may go well with| the men, &c. men and not women ; and the above 
thee, with the whole land and its inhabitants, and|writer remarks further, that it teaches that they 
with the city particularly, and the magiftrates, and| ought to bear teftimony ftanding, ‘ 
~ men of it, to which the murderer adjudged to] y. 18. And the judges fhall make diligent inqui- 
death belonged, being continued in the enjoyment|/iion, 8&c.] Into the cale before them, into the 
of all temporal bleffings and mercies. nature of the evidence and proof that each witnefs 
y. 14. Thou fhalt not remove thy neighbour’s\brings for or againft; fo the Targum of ‘onathan, 
land-mark, &c.} By which one man’s land is dif-|‘* the judges fhall interrogate the witnefs a 
tinguifhed from another ; for fo to do is to injure} thefe things are faid, well,” thall thoroughly exa- 
a man’s property, and alienate his lands to the} mine the teftimony given, and look caretully into 
ufe of another, which muft be a very great evil,|it: amd behold, it the witne/s be a falfe witne/s, 
and 
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and bath teftified falfy againft his brother, it ap- 
pears plainly by full evidence that he has tefti- 
hed a falfehood ot him. 

y¥. 19. Then foall ye do unto him as be bad 
thought to have done unto bis brother, &c.] Inflict 
the fame mult or punifhment on him he thought 
to have brought his brother under by his falfe 
teftimony of him; whether any pecuniary fine, or 
whipping and fcourging, or the lofs of a mem- 
ber or the value of it, or death icfelf; whether 
ftoning, ftrangling, burning, © or killing with the 
fword: though in the caie of accufing a prieft’s 
daughter of adultery, as ‘archi obferves, fuch 
were not to be burnt, as would have been her 
cafe if proved, but ftrangled : /o halt thou put the 
evil away from among you, the evil man that bears 


© 
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fhall hear of the punifhment infliéted on him, and 
fear to commit the like fin, left they fhould be 
punifhed in like manner. 

¥. 21. And thine eye fhall not pity, &c.] -The 
falfe witnefs when convicted; this is direéted to 
the judges, who fhould not fpare fuch an one 
through favour or affe€tion, but pronounce a righ- 
teous fentence on him, and fee it executed, in 
proportion to the crime, and that according to the 
law of retaliation: but /#fe fhall go for fe; in fuch 
a cafe where the life of a perfon muft have gone, 
if the falfhood of the teftimony had not been dif- 
covered, the falfe witnefs mutt fuffer death ; in o- 
ther cafes, where a member would have been loft, 
or the price of it paid for, the fame penalty was 
to be inflicted: eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 


a falfe teftimony of his brother, or the guilt of| for hand, foot for foot, that is, the price of an 


fin which would be incurred by conniving at him. 
y. 20. And thofe which remain fhall hear and 
fear, &c.) Thofe which furvive the falfe witnefs 


CHAP. 


N this chapter rules are given to be obferved 

in times of war. When a°battle was near, a 
prieft was to addrefs the foldiers, and encourage 
them to fight, ¥. 1—4. then the officers were to 
declare who might return home, ¥. 5—g. when 
an enemy’s city was approached, peace was to be 
proclaimed on certain conditions, which, if ac- 
cepted of, the inhabitants were.to be tributaries 
and fervants, but if not; when taken, all were to 
be put to the fword, excepting women, children 
and cattle, y. 1o—15. but thofe of the feven na- 
tions were to be utterly deftroyed, ¥. 16, 17, 18. 
and, during a fiege, no trees bearing fruit fit for 
food were to be cut down, ¥. 19, 20. 


y¥. 1. When thou gocft out to battle againft thine 
enemies, &c ] There were two forts of war the 


eye for an eye, &c. fee Exod. xxi. 23, 24.. Lev. 
XXIV. 19, 20. 


XX, 


the Lord their God, 2 Chron. xxxii. 7, 8. and fo 
the Targum of Fonathan, “ for all of them fhall 
be reckoned as one horfe and one chariot before 
the Lord your God ;” with whom numbers are no- 
thing; and which adds, ‘‘ for his Word fhall be 
your help;” the eternal Jogos, or Word of God; fo 
Onkelos ; and if God and his Word, his only-be- 
gotten fon, are on the fide of his people, they have 
nothing to fear from enemies, though ever fo ma- 
ny and mighty : which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt; which is obferved for the encouragement 
of their faith and confidence in him; for he that 
did that for them, what is it he cannot or will not 
do? 

¥. 2. And it foall be when ye are come nigh unto 
the battle, &c.| When all things are preparing 
for it, and it feems unavoidable: that the prieft 


Ifraelites were engaged in, one commanded and Joall approach, and {peak unto the people; not any 


another permitted, as Maimonides « diftinguithes ; 
one was by the order and appointment of God, as 
againft the feven nations of Canaan ; the other was 
voluntary and arbitrary, which was left to their 
own difcretion and will as they faw fit, when they 
were provoked or diftrefled, or were invaded by 
their enemies, or they faw reafon to go out againft 
them, and either act the offenfive ‘or defenfive} 
part, or both ; and of each of thefe fome things 
are faid in this chapter: and fee/t horfes and cha 

riots, and a péople more than thou; the Iraelites 
had no horfes, and fo no chariots, their armies 
were all infantry; but their neighbouring nations 
that made war with them had a large cavalry, and 
multitudes of chariots, which made them very for- 
midable; thus Shi/bak king of Egypt, in the times 
of Reboboam, came againtt Ferufalem with 1200 
chariots and 60,000 horfemen, and people without 
number; and Zerah the Ethiopian, in the times 
of Afa, came again{t him with an hoft of 100,000 
men, and 300 chariots, 2 Chron. xil. 2, 3. and xiv. 


prieft, but one appointed for this fervice; who is 
called the anointed of war, as Farchi and Aben Ez- 
ra obferve, and concerning whom Maimonides ¢ is 
more particular; he fays, ‘*they appoint a prieft to 
fpeak to the people at the time of war, and they a- 
noint him with the anointing oil, and he is called 
the anointed of war; twice the anointed of war 
fpeaks unto the people, once in a book at the time 
they go forth, before they fet in battle-array, he 
fays to the people, what man is there, &c. and 
when he has caufed his words to be heard, he re- 
turns ; at another time, when they are fet in array, 
he fays, fear not, &c.” this man feems to be an 
emblem of gofpel-minifters, who are anointed with 
the gifts and graces of the Spirit of God, and 
whofe bufinefs it is to encourage the people of God 
to fight the Lord’s battles againft fin, fatan, and 
the world, and not to be afraid of their fpiritual 
enemies; directing them to take to them the whole 
armour of God, and to endure hardnefs as good 
foldiers of Chrift, to. follow him the captain of. 


. be not afraid of them, becaufe of the ftrength | their falvation, affuring them of victory through 
of their cavalry, the terrible approaches of theirj/him who makes them more than conquerors, and 


chariots, and the number of their men - for the 
Lord thy God is with thee; hence, as Hezekiah fays, 
more would be with them than with their enemies, 
with whom was. an arm of flefh, but with them 
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that their warfare is or fhortly will be accom- 
plifhed. 
¥. 3. And fhall fay unto them, bear O Ifrael, &c.} 
Exciting their attention to what he was about to 
fay, 
OT biG 63,2. 
U 
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fay, and which, as archi obferves, was fpoken in 
the holy tongue, or in the Hebrew language: you 
approach this day unto battle againft your enemies; 
were marching or ready to march, preparing to 
engage with them, and a battle feemed near at 
hand: let not your hearts faint, fear not, ard do 
not tremble, neither be ye terrified becaufe of them ; 
many words are made ufe of to animate them a- 
gainft thofe fears which the ftrength, number, and 
appearance of their enemies would be apt to caufe 
in them. Yarchi obferves, that here are four ex- 
hortations, anfwerable to four things which the 
kings of the nations do (in order to inject terror 
into their enemies) ; they fhake their fhields to clath 
them one againft another, that hearing their noife 
they may be afraid of them and flee; they prance 
their horfes, and make them neigh, to caufe the 
noife of the hoofs of their horfes to be heard, 
they fhout with their voices, and blow with their 
trumpets : and accordingly thefe feveral claufes are 
fo interpreted in the Mifnah* ; ‘and let not your 
hearts faint; at the neighing of the horfes, and the 
brightnefs of {words : fear not; at the clafhing of 
fhields: and do not tremble; at the found of trum- 
pets: neither be ye terrified , at the voice of fhout- 
ing” ; and no doubt but it takes in every thing that 
has a tendency to caufe fear, faintnefs and difmay, 
which they are cautioned againit. 

¥. 4. For the Lord your God is he that goeth 
with you, &c.|} To battle, and therefore they had 
no reafon to fear and be difmayed, to be faint- 
hearted, terrified and tremble: fear not, I am with 
thee, &c. If. xli. 10. this, according to the Mi/- 
nab‘, refpects the ark, and fo Farchi,. which was 
a fymbol of the divine prefence, and went with 
them to battle; fee Fo/b. vi. 4. 1 Sam. iv. 3, 4, 5. 
to fight for you againft your enemies, to fave you; 
to annoy and deftroy the one, and to protect and 
fave the other; thus far the anointed prieft. ad- 
dreffed the people in an oration to this purpofe : the 
account Maimonides gives of it is, that ‘* when they 
have fet their ranks, and are near to a battle, the 
anointed of war ftands on an high place, and all 
the ranks before him, and fays to them in the 
holy tongue, bear, O Ifrael, &c. unto to fave 
you ; and then another prieft under him caufes it 
to be heard by all the people with an high voice «; 
he repeated what the anointed of war had faid, 
and expreffed it with a loud voice that all might 
hear. 

¥. 5. And the officers foall [peak unto the people, 
&c.] What thefe officers were is not eafy to fay ; 
they feem not to be officers of the army, for they 
are diftinguifhed from captains of the armies, y. 9. 
unlefs they can be thought to be general officers ; 
but the word for them is the fame that is ufed of 
fuch that attended the judges and were minifters to 
them, ch. xvi. 18. and perhaps they were a fort of 
heralds that publifhed and proclaimed what the a- 
nointed of war had faid ; 
affirms, that what here follows was firft fpoken by 
him, and after that (what is faid, ¥. 3, 4.) the a- 
nointed of war fpeaks, faying, What man is there, 
&c. (to the end of y. 7.) thus far the anointed of 
war {peaks, and then an officer caufes all the people 
to hear it with an high voice, faying, What man 
is there that bath built a new houfe, and hath not 
dedicated it? or perfected it, as the Largum of Fo- 
nathan, not quite finifhed it, has not, as that pa- 
raphraft fays, fixed in it the door pofts, or rather 
perhaps he means the Mezuzah, or writing, 
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which the Jews thought themfelves obliged to 
faften to the door-poits of their houfes'; lee ch. 
xi. 20. until this was done an houfe was not 
thought to be compleated ; though Jarchi inter- 
prets this of inhabitation ; of a man’s having built 
ahoufe, but has not yet dwelt init ; 3 fee ch. xxviii. 
30. fo Fofephus' explains it, of its not having 
been ufed and enjoyed by a mana full year; but 
there feems to be fomething more than all this in 
dedication ; for though it does not fignify a confe- 
cration or dedication of it to holy ufes, as the de- 
dication of the tabernacle and temple, yet there 
was fomething done, fome ceremony ufed at en- 
trance into a new houfe ; a good man entered into 
it, no doubt, with prayer and praife, as the 3oth 
pfalm was compofed by David at the dedication of 
his houfe ; fee Neb. xii. 27. and perhaps it was 
ufual to have their friends together, and make a 
chearful entertainment on the occafion. Ben Me- 
lech on the place affures us, it was a cuftom to 
make a feaft and merriment at eating the firft meal 
in a new houfe: /et bim go and return to bis boufe, 
left he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it 
or perfect it, as the above Targum, or dwell in 
it, as well as have the pleafure of entertaining his 
friends in it at the firft opening of it; this was 
either a command enjoining a man, ‘in fuch a cir- 
cumftance to return, and fo the reft that follow, or 
a permiffion to him, allowing him to do it if he 
thought fit. 

¥. 6. And what man is he that hath planted a 
vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it, &c.\ Which 
he has a right to do, and it is hard for him to be 
deprived of it, 1 Cor. ix. 7. or hath not made it 
common *, according to the law in Lev. xix. 23, 
24, 25. Three years the fruit of trees and fo of 
vines might not be eaten, in the fourth they were 
devoted to the Lord, and might be redeemed from 
the prieft, and fo made common, and on the fifth 
year were eaten in courfe ; fo the Targums of Feru- 
Salem, Fonathan and Farchi interpret it: let bim alfo 
£0 and return unto bis houfe, left he die in the battle, 
and another man eat of it; or make it common, 
according to the above law: dben Ezra feems to 
have another fenfe of this paflage, deriving the 


“word from another, which fignifies piping and 


dancing, and obferves that it was a cuftom to 
fing, pipe and dance in vineyards ; and the Septu- 
agint verfion is, hath not been made merry of it; 
though that may fignify, not having drank of the 
wine of it, to be made merry with it. 
¥. 7. And what man is there that hath betrothed 
a wife, and bath not taken ber ? &c.| Home to 
his houfe and bedded with her; has only betrothed 
her, but is not properly married to her, the nup- 
tials are not compleated; this the Fews under- 
ftand of any one betrothed to him, whether a 
virgin or a widow, or the wife of a deceafed bro- 
ther, (yea they fay, if his brother is dead in war he 
returns and comes home), but not of a former 
wife divorced and received again™: let bim go and 
return unto his houfe, left be die in battle, and Aten 
ther man take ber, or marry her, 
y¥. 8. And the officers fhall {peak further uate 
the people, &c.} According to Maimonides” the 
prieft the anointed of war {poke to the end of yo 
7. and which the officers repeated after him to 
the people aloud, as before obferved; and then 
after that an officer {peaks of himfelf, or in his 
own words, and not in thofe of the prieft, as fol- 
lows; what man that is fearful, &c. and then — 
5 another 
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another officer caufes all-the people to hear it: 


and they foall fay, What man is there that is fear- 
ful and faint-bearted ? that has not courage to face 
his enemies, to whom the terrors of war, and efpe- 
cially of ‘death, are dreadful ; the Targum of 7o- 
nathan adds, “ becaufe of his fin ;” whofe fins 


ttare him in the face, and lie heavy on his con- 
{eience ; fo that he is afraid he fhall die in battle, 
and in his fins, and fuffer divine vengeance ; both 
thefe fenfes are obferved in the Mifuab’ . Accord- 
ing to R. Akiba, a fearful and faint-hearted man, 
is one ‘* that can’t ftand in battle-array, or behold 
“a drawn fword; but R. Fofe the Galilean fays, 
“he is one that is afraid of the tranfgreflions he 
*< has committed ; and therefore the law joins to 
* this all thofe things for which a man may re- 
** turn;’? as having built a new houfe, planted a 
vineyard, and betrothed a wife ; that fo it might 
be thought it was on account of one or other of 
thefe that he returned, and not through. faint- 
heartednefs, either becaufe of the terrors of war, 
or of his own contcience for his fins : let him go 
and return to his bouje, left bis brethren’s heart faint 


. 


as well as bis heart; left by his pale looks and. 


trembjing joint’, his fainting fits and fwoons, he 
difcourage the reft in the fame company with him, 
and by his example make them unfit for war alfo. 

¥. 9. And it foall be when the officers have made 
an end of {peaking unto the people, &c.} By reciting 
what the anointed of war faid unto them, and by 
fpeeches of their own framing, to encourage to the 
battle ; and all were difmiffed that had leave to de- 
part, and chofe to take it: shat they shall make cap- 
tains of armies. to lead on the people ; on to battle ; 
that is, either the officers fhould do this, which 
may feem to confirm what has been hinted, that 
they might be generals of the army who contfti- 
tuted captains under them, ~to lead the people on to 
battle : unlefs this is to be underftood of the princes 
of J/rael, or of the king when they had one, and 
his minifters ; for it does not appear in any inftance, 
that the people chofe their own officers over them, 
to go out before them, and lead them on to bat- 
tle; or to be at the bead of them*, which the 
Jewifo writers underftand in a very different fenfe ; 
not to head them, or be at the head of them, to 
dire&t and command them, but to keep them from 
deferting : their fenfe is, that the officers having 
difmiffed perfons in the circumftances before de- 
fcribed, and fet ftout men before them, and others 
behind them, (7. e. the army of the people) with 
iron hatchets in their hands, and every one that 
fought to return, they had power to cut aff his 
legs ; fince flight is the beginning of falling before 
their enemies * . 

y¥. 10. When thou comeft nigh unto a city to fight 
againft it, &c.| This is to be underftood of. an ar- 
bitrary war, as Farchi obferves; which they en- 
gaged in of themfelves, or were provoked to by 
their enemies ; which was their own choice, and 
according to their own will and pleafure ; and their 
conduct towards their enemies in it was different 

from that in a war with the feven nations, com- 
~ manded by the Lord, and diftinguifhed from it, 
y. 15, 16. then proclaim peace unto it, that is, of- 
fer them terms of peace ; which were that the in- 
habitants of it fhould renounce idolatry, and become 
their cributaries and fervants. 


y. 11. And it fhall be, if it make thee anfwer of 


peace, &c.] Comply with the terms of peace of- 


fered : and open unto thee, the gates of the city 
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and its garrifons, and deliver all into their hands : 
then it foall be that all the people that is found there- 
in; fome having made their efcape before the 
furrender of the city: /hall be tributaries unto thee, 
pay a yearly tax impofed upon them, asthe Moad- 
ites fometimes did, and which was paid in lambs 
and rams with the wool, 2 Kings iii. 4. and they fhall 
Jerve thee; not as flaves, or be in continual bond- 
age and fervitude ; but upon occafion be called out 
to any public fervice, as joining them againft their 
enemies, rebuilding palaces and cities, or repair- 
ing walls of cities, and the like ; and in general 
acknowledge their dominion over them, and their 
own fubjection to them, by paying an annual tri- 
bute, or fending gifts unto them ; thus the Moad- 
ties, Syrians, and Edomites, became the fervants of 
David, 2 Sam. viii. 2, 6, 14. 

¥. 12. And if it will make no peace with thee, 
&c.] Will not accept of terms of peace offered : 
but will make war againft thee, come out and fight, 
or prepare to defend themfelves : then thou fhalt be- 
vege 1¢ ; {urround and block it up on all fides with 
their forces ; the Fews fay only on three fides, 
leaving one for any to flee and make their efcape if 
they thought fit ; fee the note on Numb. xxxi. 7. 

¥.13. And when the Lord thy God bath delivered 
it into thine hands, &c.| When, what with pref- 
fures without, and calamities within, the city is ob- 
liged to furrender : this is not to be imputed to the 
methods and arts of war ufed in befieging, or to 
the courage and fkill of the befiegers ; but to the 
power and providence of God fucceeding means 
ufed, and fending famine or peftilence among the 
befieged, and inclining their hearts to deliver up 
their city: thou fhalt fmite every male thereof with 
the edge of the fword , the men in it, grown per- 
fons, as diftinguifhed from little ones in the next 
verfe ; becaufe it was owing to thefe it was not fur- 
rendered at once, when terms. of peace were of- 
fered, 

y¥. 14. But the women, the little ones, and the cat- 
tle, &c.] | Thefe were to be fpared ; women be- 
caufe of the weaknefs of their fex, and fubjection 
to their hufbands ; and little ones, which take in 
males as well as females, as ¥archi obferves, be- 
caufe of their tender age; and cattle, becaufe of 
their infenfibility ; all thefe having had no concern 
in holding out the fiege : and all that is in the city, 
even all the [poil thereof fhalt thou take unto thyfelf , 
gold, filver, merchandize, houfhold goods, uten- 
fils in trade, and whatever was of any worth and 
value to be found in their houfes : and thou fhalt 
eat the {poil of thine enemies, which the Lord thy 
God hath giventhee , that is, enjoy all their wealth 
and riches, eftates, and poffeffions ; for this is not 
to be reftrained to things eatable only. 

v.15. Thus fhalt thou do unto all the cities which 
are very far off from thee, &c.] As all fuch were 
reckoned that were without the land of J/rae/, even 
all in their neighbouring nations, the Moadites, 
Edomites, Ammonites, Syrians, 8c. for the: chil- 
dren of J/rael never went to war with any very dif- 
tant nations, unlefs they came unto them and in- 
vaded them ; nor did they feek to carry their con- 
quefts to any great diftanice, when the moft power- 
ful and victorious, as in the days of David and So- 
lomon : which are not of the cities of thefe nations ; 
of thefe feven nations, as the Targum of Fouathan, 
the feven nations of the land of Canaan; all that 
were not of them were accounted foreign cities, 
and at a diftance. 
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¥.16. But of the cities of thofe people, which the in making war againft it to take it, &c.]. Before it 


Lord thy God doth give thee for an inheritance, 8cc.\| will furrender 5 it holding out the fiege a confide- 
The cities of the feven nations, fix of which arelrable time: the Hedrew text fays, many days‘; 
mentioned by name in the next verfe : thou fhalt| which the Targum of Jonathan interprets of all the 
Save alive nothing that breatheth , the reafon of this| feven days, to make war againft it in order to fub- 
feverity was becaufe of their wickednefs, the ca-|due it on the fabbath-day. ‘archi obferves, that 
pital crimes and grofs abominations they were| days fignify two, and many three; hence it is faid 
guilty of, and for which they deferved to die; and| they don’t befiege cities of the Gentiles lefs than 
on account whereof they were referved to this de-| three days before the fabbath ; and he alfo fays it 
ftruétion, when the meafure of their iniquities was| teaches that peace is opened or proclaimed two or 
full, fuch as idolatry, inceft, witchcratt, footh-|three days firft: thou Joalt not deftroy the trees 


faying, necromancy, &c. dee Lev. xviii. 3. 24,| thereof by forcing an ax againft them ; that is, not” 


25,27. and: xx. 2-23. Deut. xviii. g—12. cut them down with an ax, fuch trees as were with- 

¥.17. But thou halt utterly deftroy them, &c.J\out the city, and in the power of the befiegers : 
Men, women, and children: fome think this is to] what fort of trees are meant appears by what fol- 

be underftood only of fuch cities which did not ac- | lows ¢ for thou mayeft eat of them, the fruit of them, 
cept of terms of peace; for they are of opinion} which fhews them to be fruit-trees, and gives a rea- 
that Fo/bua made proclamation of peace to all the] fon for not cutting them down, fince they would be 
cities of Canaan , which being not complied with, | ufeful in fupplying them with what was agreeable 
he deftroyed them as they fell into his hands; and|toeat: and thou shalt not cut them down to employ 
they fuppofe that the Gideonites had not heard of|them ia the fiege; in building bulwarks-and bat- 
fuch a proclamation, and therefore were {pared ;|teries, and making of machines to caft out {tones, 
and itis certain that there were many who were fuf-|and the like, to the annoyance of the befieged ; 
fered to live among them, who it may be thought] which might as well or better be made of other 
were allowed on their becoming profelytes, which] trees, as in the next verfe : for rhe tree of We field 
was one of the terms of peace, as Kabab and her} is man’s life ; by the fruit of which, among other 
houfhold did, and which is the fenfe of fome of the] things, his life is fapported and maintained : but 
Fewijfo writers. Farchi on the following verfe ob- | fome give a different verfion and fenfe of this claufe, 
ferves, that if they repented, and became profe-| for the tree of the field is man*, or is man’s’; it is 
lytes, they might be received: namely, the Hit-|his property ; but this is not a fufficient reafon 
tites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Periz-\why it fhould not be cut down, whether the pro- 
zites, the Hivites and the Febufites ; one of the fe-| perty of the befieger, in whofe hand it is, or of the 


ven nations is here omitted, the Girga/bites, as they befieged, to whom it belonged: or for is the tree © 


are alfo in Ewod. xxiii. 23. Itis faid®, that ** ofbua] of the field a mane? that has given any occafion of 
fent three letters into the land of J/rael before they being thus ufed? no; itis no caufe of the war, 
went into it; in the firft, whoever would turn|nor of the holding out of the fiege ; and had it a 
(and flee) might ; in the fecond, whoever would | voice, as ¥o/epbus § obferves, it would complain of 
make peace might; in the 3d, whoever would] injury done it, and apologize for itflf, Some 
make war might: the Girga/bites, believing God, | fupply the negative, for che tree of the fields nota 
went to Africa, according to J/. xxxvi. 17. the|man, fo the Targum of Onkelos, as well as makes 
land there is Africa, the Gibeonites made peace,|it a comparative form of fpeech; “ for not as a 
and dwelt in the land; thirty-one kings made war, | man is the tree of the field, to come out againft thee 
and fell :” as the Lord thy God bath commanded thee ;\in a fiege ;” the Targum of Fonathan is, * for not as 
Deut. vii. 1, 2. a man is the tree of the field, to be hid from you in 

¥. 18. That they teach you not to do after all their\a fiege ;” or, as fome inAben Ezra exprefs it, ** it 
abominations, &c.| This is another reafon why]is not as a man that it fhould flee from before 
they were to be utterly deftroyed, not only becaufe| thee ;” it can neither annoy thee, nor get out of 
of the abominations which they committed, but|thy way ; and therefore to lift up an ax againtt it, 
to prevent the J/raelites being taught by them to|to cut itdown, as if it was aman, and an enemy 
do the fame ; wherefore, as before obferved from| that ftood in the way, is ridiculous and weak; tho 
Jarchi; {uch as became profelytes were fuffered to} the fenfe of the faid writer himfelfis the fame with 
live among them, becaule there was no danger of| that of our verfion; but what feems beft is to read 
idolatry from them, which even profelytes of the| the words, for, O Man, of the trees of the field (there 
gate renounced ; and though all other abomina-|is enow of them) to bring Sefore thee for a bul- 
tions are included, yet this is particularly refpected, | warks; to make ufe of, without cutting down fruit- 
as appears from the following claule : which they| trees : though fome underftand it metaphorically, 
have done unto their gods ; to the honour of whom| that as the tree of the field is, fois man, or fhould 
not only many fuperftitious rites and ceremonies | be, bring forth fruit; that he may~not be cut 
were performed, and idolatrous actions committed,|down; fee Matt. iii. 10. Plutarch » relates, that it 
but acts of lewdnefs, and even unnatural unclean- | was forbidden the worthippers of Ofris to deftroy 
nefs : fo fhould ye fin againft the Lord your God; a garden-trees, 


fin the moft provoking to him, as the fin of ido-|~ y. 20. Only the trees which thou knoweft that 


latry was ; and caufe his anger to rife to fuch a de- they be mot trees for meat, &c.| Which mi ht be 
gree, as to fuffer them to be carried captive from | known not only by their not having fruit upon 
the land he gave them to inherit ; and which after-|them, but by other tokens, and even at atime of 


wards was the cafe, and that through learning the year when there was no fruit on any, which might Ad 


manners and cuftoms of thefe people; fee P/. cvi.|be fometimes the feafon of a fiege : thou foalt de- 
34—42. ftroy and cut them down ; if fo to do was of any dif- 
¥..19. When thou Jfhalt befiege a city a long time, \ervice to the enemy, or of any fervice to the: 
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follows, they had a liberty to deftroy them if they 
would: and thou foalt build bulwarks againft the city 
that maketh war, until it be fubdued; build bul- 
warks of the trees cut down, and raife batteries 
with them, or make machines and engines of the 
wood of them, to caft ftones into the city to annoy 
the inhabitants of it, in order to make them fur- 
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render, and until they doit. All this may be an 
emblem of the ax being to be laid to fruitlef trees 
in a moral and fpiritual fenfe ; and of trees of 
righteoufnefs, laden with the fruits of righteouf- 
nefs, the planting of the Lord, being preferved 
and never to be cut down or rooted up; fee Matt, 
iii, 10. J 1x. 3, Matt. xv.13. 


CoHVA VP. XX. 


HIS chapter treats of the beheading of the 

heifer, for the expiation of unknown mur- 
der, and the rules to be obferved init, ¥. 1— 
of a beautiful captive woman an J/raelite is defirous 
of having for his wife, and what methods he mutt 
take to accomplifh ic, ¥. 10—14. of giving the 
double portion to the firft-born, which he mutt not 
be deprived of in favour of the fon ofa beloved 
wife, ¥. 15, 16, 17. and of the ftubborn and re- 
bellious fon, who remaining fo muft be put to 
death, y. :8—21. and of burying a perfon hang- 
ed on atreethe fame day he is executed, y. 22, 


23. 
y.1. Tf one be found flain, &c.] After public 


war with an enemy, A/ojes proceeds to fpeak of a 
private quarrel and fight of one man with another, 
in which one is flain, as 4ben Ezra obferves: in 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee to pof- 
fefsit; where murders might be committed more 
fecretly, and remain undifcovered, when they came 
to live in feparate cities, towns, and villages, with 
fields adjacent to them, than now encamped toge- 
ther: Jing in the field, where the quarrel begun, 
and where the fight was fought ; or however, where 
the murderer met with his enemy, and flew him, 
and left him 4 it being common for duels to be 
fought, and murders committed in a field ; the 
firft murder in the world was committed in fuch a 
place, Gew. iv. 8. The Targum of Fonathan is, 
«* not hidden under an heap, not hanging ona 
tree, nor fwimming on the face of the waters 5” 
which fame things are obferved in the Mifnab* , 
and gathered from fome words in the text : in the 
land, and fo not under an heap : lying, and fo not 
hanging: iz the field, and fo not fwimming on the 
water: and it be not known who hath flain him , the 
parties being alone, and no witnefles of the fact, 
at leaft that appear ; for if it was known the hei- 
fer was not beheaded, after mentioned *; and one 
witnefs in this cafe was fufficient, andeven one that 
ot otherwife admitted. 
ie oY Then thy elders and thy judges fall come 
forth, &c.] From the city or cities near to which 
the murder wascommitted, to make enquiry about 
it, and expiation for it; fo .4den Ezra interprets it 
of the elders of the cities near, but others under- 
ftand it of the elders of the great fanhedrim at 
Yerufalem, fo the Targum.of Jonathan, * then 
fhall go out from the great fanhedrim two of thy 
wife-men, and three of thy judges i and more 
expreisly the Mifnab rs three go out from. the 
great fanhedrim in Yerufalem;” R. Fudab fays 
five ; ** it isfaid shy elders two, and thy Judges two, 
and there is no fanhedrim, or court of judicature 
equal (or even) therefore they add to them one 


place where the flain lies, as Jarchi rightly inter- 
prets it ; on all fides of it, from the four corners, 


g.|as the Targum of Fonathan, the cities round about 


the flain. Maimonides ™ fays, they don’t behead 
the heifer for, nor meafure buc to a city in 
which there is a fanhedrim : if it is found between 
two cities (that is, at an equal diftance) both bring 
two heifers (Maimonides" {ays they bring one be- 
tween them, which is moft reafonable} ; but the 
city of Ferufalem does not bring an heifer to be 
beheaded : the reafon is, becaufe it was not divided 
to the tribeso . This meafuring, one would think, 
fhould be only neceffary when it was not certain 
which was the neareft city ; and yet Maimonides ° 
fays, even when it was found on the fide of a city, 
which was certainly known to be neareft, they mea- 
fured ; the command, he obferves, is to meafure. 
¥. 3. And it fhall be, that the city which is next 
unto the flain man, &c.] And fo fulpected, as the 
Targum of Fonathan, of the murder ; or the mur. 
derer is in it, or however belonged to it: even the 
elders of the city fall take an beifer, of a year old, 
as the fame Targum, and fo archi, and in this the 
Fewifh writers agree, that it muft be a year old, 
but not two ; though heifers of three years old 
were fometimes ufed in facrifice, Gen. XV. Q. a 
type of Chrijt, in his ftrength, laborioufnefs, and 
patience ; fee Numb. xix. 2. which hath not been 
wrought with ; in plowing land, or treading out 
corn: and which hath not drawn-in the yoke 5 
which never had any yoke put upon it ; or how- 
ever, if attempted to be put upon it, it would not 
come under it, and draw withit: no mention ig 
made, as ufual, that ic fhould be without blemifh ; 
becaufe though in fome fenfe expiatory, yet was 
not properly a facrifice, it not being flain and of: 
fered where facrifices were y hence it is {aid in the 
Mifnab*, that a blemifh in it did not make it re- 
jected, or unlawful for ufe: neverthele{s, this 
heifer may be a type of Chrift, whofe fufferings, 
bloodfhed, and death, atone for fecret and unknown 


‘fins, as well as. for open and manifeft Ones, even 


for all fin; and its being free from labour, and 
without a yoke, may fignify the freedom of Chrift 
from the yoke of fin, and the fervice of it, and 
from human traditions ; that he was not obliged 
to any toil and labour he had been concerned in, orto 
bear the yoke of the law, had he not voluntarily 
undertaken it of himfelf; and that he expiated the 
fins of fuch who were fons of Belial, children with- 
out ayoke ; and for the fame reafon, this heifer 
not being required to be without blemith, might be 
becaufe Chri, though he had no fin of his own, 
was made fin for his people, and reckoned as if he 
had been a finner y though indeed had this been 
the defign of the type, all the facrifices which ty- 


ore : and they shall meafure unto the cities which|pified Chrift would not have required fuch a qualifi- 
et abaitk Biss that is flain ; that is, from thelcation, to be without blemifh, as they did. 
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¥. 4. The elders of that city foall bring down the 
heifer unto a rough valley, Sec.) Cities being gene- 
rally built on hills, and fo had adjacent vallies, 
to which there was a defcent 5 but here a rough val- 
ley, orthe rougher part of it, was felefted for this 
purpofe. Asa valley is low, and this a rough one, 
it may be an emblem of C4rif’s being brought in- 
to this lower world, from heaven to earth, to do 
the will of his. Father, which was to work out the 
falvation of his people ; and of his coming into 
the lower parts of the earth, the womb of the vir- 
gin at his incarnation, and to the grave at his 
death, P/. exxxix. 15. Eph. iv. 9. and of the 
low eftate he came into by the affumption of hu- 
man nature ; through appearing in the form of a 
fervant, being in indigent circumftances, and mi- 
niftred to by others, and needing the affiftance of 
angels in the wildernefs and garden, by which it 
appeared he was made lower than they ; by his be- 
ing defpifed of men, and forfaken by his Father ; 
all which are proofs of the low eftate he was 
brought into, fitly Ggnified by a valley, and which 
was a rough valley to him; in which he was 
roughly treated, his life being fought after in his in 
fancy by Herod, which obliged the flight of his 
parents with him into Hypt; and being not re- 
ceived, but rejected by his own, as the King Mfef- 
fiah, whom they’ would not have to reign over 
them, and loaded. with opprobrious names by them ; 
and. who often fought and attempted by various 
ways to take away his life ; and when apprehended 
and examined before the high-prieft, and in Pilate’s 
hall; was ufed in the radeft manner, being {pit up- 
on, buffeted, and feourgéd ; and: when led outto 
be crucified, was treated in the moft barbarous and 
{cornful manner, and was put to death in the moft 
painful and fhameful way; and, above all, was 
feverely handled by the juftice of God, being num- 


bered among the tranfgreffors, when the fword of 


juftice was awaked againft him, and he was not in 
the leaft fpared, but wrath came upon him to the 
uttermoft for thé fins of his people; fo that this 
world he was brought into proved a rough valley 
indeed to him. This fomeée take to be an emblem 
of the hard heart of the murderer who had com 
mited fuch a barbarous‘and cruel action as to kill 
a man; or of the hard heart of a finner, into 
which Céri/? is brought through the miniftry of the 
word; or of the infamous place Ca/vgry, where 
Ghrift was brought to fuffer death ; but the former 
is beft. Some interpret it, a rong fiream 4, or ra- 
pid torrent; {fo Maimonides" and others ; and in- 
deed in vallies there are generally ftreams or brooks 
of water, but this feems not fo well to agree with 
what follows: which 1s neither eared nor fown, 
that is, neither plowed nor fown, but quite an un- 
cultivated place ; and this the Fews underftand 
not of what it had been, or then was, but what it 
fhould be hereafter ; that from henceforward it 
fhould never be manured, but lie barren and ufe- 
lefs ; fo it is faid in the. Mifnab*, the place is for- 
bid fowing or tilling, but is free to drefs dax in, or 
- go. dig: ftones out of it: fo R. Fofeph Kimchi ‘ in- 
terprets this of a fat and fruitful valley, which was 
not to be tilled nor fown from thence forward for 
time to come: the reafon of which he thinks was, 
that they might be the more careful of their coun- 
tries and borders, and how they encouraged bloody- 
minded men to dwell among them ; that no flain 
perfon might be found there, and fo they lofe a 
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choice part of their poffeffions ; and to the : ‘ 
and this became true j 

fruitful land of Fudea and Yerufalem, after the 
ferings and death of Chriff there, Luke xxi 24. 
and foall firike off the heifer’s neck there in the val- 
Jey; with an ax, onthe back part of it, in the midft 
of the valley, asthe Targum of Fonathan, and the 
fame is faid in the Mi/nab™: in this it was a type 
of Chriff, who was put to death at the inftigation 
of the elders of the Fewi/h nation, Matt, xxvii. 


‘purpofe Maimonides : 


Golgotha ;, fee Heb. xiii. 11, 12, 13. 


t Apud D. Kimchi, Sepher Shorafh. rad. [>°x. 
* Hilchot Rotzeach, c¢. 9. §. 3. ne 
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1, 12, 20. and without the gates of Ferufalem at 


¥.5. And the priefts the fons of Levi foall ‘cme 


near, &c.] Who were clearly of the ttibe of Levi 
as Aben Ezra notes; about whom theré could be 
no’ difpute; for it feems there fometimes were 
perfons in that office, of whom there was fome 
doubt at leaft whether they were of that tribe; 
thefe feem to be fuch that belonged to the court of 
judicature at Ferufalem , fee ch. xvii. g. who were 
to be prefent at this folemnity, to direét in the per- © 
formance of it, and to judge and determine in any 
matter of difficulty that might arife : for them the 
Lord thy God hath chofen to minifter unto bim ; in 
the fervice of the fanctuary, by offering facrifices, 
&c, and to blefs in the name of the Lord the peo- 
ple; fee Numb. vi. 23—27. and by their word fhall 
every controverfy and every flroke be tried ; every 
controverfy between man and man refpetting civil 


things, and every ftroke or blow which one man 
may give another; and whatfoever came before 
them was tried by them, according to the refpective 
laws given concerning the things in queftion, and 
were not determined by them in an arbitrary way, 
according to their own will and pleafure; fee ch, 
XVil. 8, 9, 10, If. , 


¥. 6. And all the elders of that city that are next 


unto the fain man, &c.) The whole court of ju- 
dicature belonging to it, all the magiftracy of it; 
even though there were an hundred of them, Mai. 
monides* {ays : Jhall wafb their hands over the hei- 


fer that is beheaded in the valley ; in token of their 


innocence, and this they did not only for them- 
felves, but for the whole city, being the reprefen- 
tatives of it; fee Pf xxvi. 6. Matt. xxvii. 24. 
Some think that this is a confirmation of the fenfe 
embraced by fome, that it was a ftrong ftream to 
which the heifer was brought ; and there mighr 
be a ftream of water here, and a valley alfo ; 
though it would be no great difficulty to get from 
the city, which was near, a fufficient quantity of 
water to wafh the hands of the elders with. This 
may denote the purification of fin by the blood of 
Chrift, when it is confeffed over him; and fhews 
that priefts and elders, minifters of the word, as 
well as others, ftand in need of it; and that even 
thofe concerned in the death of Cbréf thared in the 
benefits of it. tie 


elders of the city, at the time of the ue of 


blood ;” which is more fully explained in the @ 
nab’ , for had they beenaware of him, a a ) 
fufpicion of him or his defign; they wi 
detained him, or at Jeaft would north 
him to have departed alone : neither b 
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fren’ it; or him ; fo the Targum of Ferufalem, 


blood ;”? by which expreffion is meant, that they 
had no manner ‘of knowledge of the murderer, 
nor of any circumftance that could lead them to 
fafpect or conclude who he was, 
¥. 8, Be merciful, O Lord, to thy people Lfrael 
whom thou bajt redeemed, &c.] Out of Egyptian 
bondage, and claimed as hisown ; and therefore 
it is requefted he would be favourable to them, 
and fhew them mercy, and not punifh them for a 
fin they were entirely ignorant of, though done by 
fome one among them, whomas yet they could not 
Gifeover. The words feem to be the words of the 
elders continued, who having made a declaration of 
their innocence, humbly requeft mercy of God, 
not only for themfelves, but for all the people of 
Hrael, yet, both the Targums of Onkelos and Fo- 
nathan take them to be the words of the prieits, and 
fo does Yarchi, and the fame is affirmed in the 
Mifnah* : and lay not innocent blood unto thy peo- 
ple of Irael’s charge; impute not the guilt of in- 
nocent blood to a people in general, when only a 
fingle perfon, and heunknown, is chargeable with 
it: or put it not in the midft of thy people ; let it 
not be placed to the whole, becaufe it cannot be 
found out whofe it is, though it is certain it is one 
in the midft of them’ and the blood fhall be forgi- 
ven them; that is, God will not impute it, and 
lace it to their account, or lay it to their charge; 
Bat will gracioufly confider the beheading of the 
heifer as an expiation of it : itis faid in the Mi/- 
nab», ‘* if the murderer is found before the hei- 
fer is beheaded, it goes forth and feeds among the 
herd ; but if after it is beheaded, it is buried in 
the fame place ; and again if the heifer is behead- 
ed, and after that the murderer is found, he fhall 
be flain ;” fo the Targums, and Farchi on the next 
verte. ; 
y¥. 9. So foalt thou put away the guilt of inno- 
cent blood from among you, &c.} Which otherwife 
the perfon not being found out, and brought to juit 
punifhment for it, would devolve upon the whole. 
Aben Ezra interprets it the punifhment of innocent 
blood, which by the above method being taken 
would not be inflicted on them : when thou shalt 
do that which is right in the fight of the Lord , 
as it was to obferve this law concerning the behead- 
ing the heifer, with al} the rites-and ceremonies be- 
Jonging to it here enjoimed ; as well as every other 
command, ftatute, and ordinance of the Lord, 
which are all right to be done, P/, xix, 8. 
¥. 10. When thou goeft forth to war againft thine 
enemies, &c.| This refers to an arbitrary war, 
as Jarchi remarks, which they entered into of them- 
felves, of choice, or through being provoked to it’ 
by their enemies ; and not a war commanded by 
the Lord, as that againft the feven nations of Ca- 
naan, and againtt Amalek , fince there were to be no 
captives in that war, but all were to be deftroyed : 
and the Lord thy God bath delivered them into thine 
hands ; given them the victory over their enemies, 
fo that they were obliged to furrender themfelves to 
them prifoners of war: and thou baft taken them 
captive, or led bis or their captivity » captive , led 
them captive who ufed to lead others, deno- 
ting their conqueft of victorious nations; fee a like 
ra‘e in Pf. \xviii. 18. ' 
.y.11. And feet among the captives a beautiful 
awoman, &c.\ Whether a virgin, wife, or widow, 
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according to the Fewi/h writers, even though an- 
© our eyes have not feer “him that hath fhed this 


other man’s wife ; fo Farchi*, and Muimonides*,; 
the marriages of Gentiles being reckoned by the 
Jews no marriages: and haft a defire unto her s 
being captivated with her beauty; fome underftand 
this of the ftrength and rage of luft, but it rather 
fignifies a paffionate defire of enjoying her in a 
lawful way, as follows: that thou wouldeft have 
her to thy wife; to be married to her in a legal man- 
ner ; for though it was not allowed the Jaelites to 
marry any of the feven nations of Canaan, nor in- 
deed with any of other nations continuing in their 
idolatry ; yet they might marry fuch as became 
their captives and fervants, and were wholly in their 
own power; and efpecially if profelytes to their 
religion, and which this fair captive was to become 
before marriage, as is by fome gathered from the 
following things to be done by her ; though after 
all, this was only a permiffion, becaufe of the hard- 
nefs of their hearts, as is faid of divorce ; and 
that fuch marriages were not very grateful to God 
appears, as fome have obferved, from the cere- 
monies ufed before marriage, to render her con- 
temptible ; and the eafy difmiffion of her after- 
wards, according to the fenfe of fome interpre- 
ters. 
¥. 12. Then thou fhalt bring her home to thine 
boufe, &c.} In order to make her his wife, after 
fome things were done here directed to ; for this is 
not to be underftood of his taking her home with a 
view to defile her, as Maimonides ¢ interprets it ; 
who obferves, that when a man’s luft fo rages that 
he can’t fubdue it, yet he ought not publickly to 
fatisty his luft, but to have the woman into a pri- 
vate and fecret place, as it is faid, thou shalt bring 
her into the midjft of thine houfe ; nor was he per- 
mitted to lie with her in the camp, nor was it law- 
ful for him to defile her a fecond time, until her 
mourning was at an end; though elfewhere ‘ he 
gives a different fenfe of this paffage, and fuppofes 
the man to have lain with the captive woman, be- 
fore the introduction of her into his houfe; for it 
is a notion that prevails with the Yewz writers, 
that an Jjraelitifh foldier might lie once with an 
heathen woman taken captive, to gratify his luft, 
but might not repeatit ; foitis faid in the Talmuds ; 
yet it muft be obferved, that there are fome, tho” 
but few, who are of opinion that the firft congrefs 
was unlawful, and that he might not touch her 
until certain conditions were fulfilled, and they were 
married, as &. Fochanan* ; and which is embraced, 
fupported, and defended by Abarbinel on the place, 
and in which he is undoubtedly right; and fo it is 
underftood by JFofepbus‘ and Philo*; for this law 
gives no liberty nor countenance to the violation of 
the beautiful captive. The plain meaning is, that 
when a fewi/h ioldier was paffionately in love with 
a captive, and was defirous of making her his wife, 
he was to take her home to his houfe, where the 
was toremain, to fee whether his paffion of love 
would fubfide, or the woman become a profelyte, 
or however till certain rites were obferved, and then 
he was permitted to marry her: aad fhe hall /have 
her bead , either that fhe might be the lefs enga- 
ging, her flowing locks, or piaited hair, or modith 
nead-drets, being removed from her, which had- 
ferved to excite a paifion forher ; or as a token of 
mourning for her prefent afflicted ftate and condi- 
tion ; and in afflicted circumftances it was ufual to- 
fhave the head; {ce od i. 20, and though it was 
torbidden 
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forbidden the J/raelites, yet not Gentiles ; ch. xiv- 
1. and pare her nails, this and the former fome 
think were ordered to make her fit to be his wife, 
and were a fort of purification of her, and an em- 
blem of her havirig renounced heathenifm, and ha- 
ving departed from it, and laid afide all fuper- 
fluity of former naughtinels ; but this phrafe is in- 
terpreted in the Jargum of Onkelos, let her nails 
grow, and fo the z7abic verfion : and this the 
Fewifh writers fay was ordered to be done, that fhe 
_ might appear ugly and difagreeable to him, and be 
abhorted by him; fo Jarchi, Aben Ezra, and 
Ben Melech , the fame is obferved by Maimonides’, 
and isthe fenfe of R, Akiba™. Another of their 
writers *thinks it refers to a cuftom in fome na- 
tions to dye their nails. ‘‘ The daughters of the 
heathens (he fays) ufed to adorn the nails of their 
hands and feet, and dye them with various colours, 
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according to the cuftom of the Jbmaelites (or 
Turks); that there might be a variety in their 
hands, and men might look at them, take them 
and handle them, until the fire of hell, and an 
evil concupifcence burned ; wherefore this is or- 
dered that they might let them grow, without any 


preparation or dye.” But perhaps this neglect of 
their nails, and fuffering them to grow, was in to- 
ken of mourning’ as well as fhaving the head, 
as alfo fometimes even paring the nails was done 
on the fame account. 
¥.13- And fhe foall put the raiment of ber cap- 
tivity from off ber, &c.] Her beautiful garments, 
and gay apparel, in which fhe was taken captive; 
and which tended to ftir up the ftronger affection 
for her, and greater defire after her ; and therefore 
as fome think were ordered to be removed, to abate 
the ardour of love to her. ‘archi obferves, that 
the daughters of the Gentiles ufed to adorn them- 
felves in war, that they might caufe others to com- 
mit fornication with them ; and another writer be-. 
fore teferred to fays° , the daughters of heathens 
ufed to adorn themfelves in raiment of filk, and 
purple, and fine linnen, and needle-work, to al- 
lure and entice men with them ; and therefore the 
law obliges to put off her beautiful garments, and 
clothe her with old worn-out ones, that fhe might 
be lefs agreeable to him; though the putting off 
her fine clothes, and being clad with fordid ones, 
might be only as a token of mourning; as it was 
cuftomary at fuch times to lay afide richer clothing, 
and put on fackcloth, Fon. iii. 6. and fhall remain 
in thine boufé ; fhut up there, and never ftir out, 
as the fame writer interprets it. Maimonides ° {ays, 
that fhe was to be with him inthe houfe, that go- 
ing in and out he might fee her, and fhe become 
abominable to him; though perhaps it was only 
that he might have an opportunity of obferving 
her manners, and of converfing with her, in order 
to make a protelyte of her; fo the Targum of Fo- 
nathan interprets it of dipping herfelf, and beco- 
ming a profelytefs in his houfe ; or elfe, as the reft, 
her abiding in the houfe and not going out, might 
be on account of mourning, as follows: and be- 
wail her father and her mother a full month ; who 
_were either dead in the battle, or however fhe had 
no hope of feeing them any more, being a captive, 
and likely to be fettled in another man’s houfe in a 


idols, according to Jer. ii. 17. The Ze argum of 
Fonathan is, ** and weep for the idols of the houfe 
of her father and her mother ;” meaning not for 
the lofs of them, but for the idolatry of her fa- 
ther’s houfe fhe was now convinced of, being be- 
come a profelytefs, according to the paraphraft ; 
but the laft feems only to have refpeéct to the lofs of 
her father and mother, which fhe was to bewail a 
whole month, cr @ moon of days*; as many days 
as the moon is going its courfe, which it finifhes in 
27 days, 7 hours, and 43 minutes, and this is cal- 
led the periodical month ; but is longer in paffing 
from one coniunction of it with the fun to ano- 
ther, called the fynodical month, and its quantity 
is 29 days, 12 hours, and 44 minutes. “Maimo- 
nides* fays, fhe was to ftay, in his houfe three 
months, one month of mourning, and two after 
that, and then he was to marry her. The reafon 
of this the Targum of Jonathan explains, by para- 
phrafing the words thus, ‘* and fhall ftay three 
months, that it may be known whether the is with 
child ;”? that is, by his lying with her before when 
taken with her beauty, that fo he might diftinguith 
this child begotten on her in heathenifm, trom 
what he might have by her after marriage, which 
is fuppofed to be the cafe of Tamar and Abjalom ; 
but as there is no foundation in the text for a per- 
miffion to lye with her before marriage, fo neither 
for thefe additional months ; only one month was 
required, which was the ufual time for mourning 
for deceafed relations ; fee Numb. xx. 29. Deut. 
xxxiv. 8. and after that thou Jhalt goin unto ber, 
and not before : and be her bufband, and foe fhall 
be thy wife ; he continuing to love her, and fhe ha- 
ving become a profelytefs. 

¥. 14. And it fhall be, if thou have no delight in 
her, &c.| Either fome time after marriage: then 
thou fhalt let her go whither fhe will; by abill of 
divorce, as the Targum of ‘fonathan, who under- 
{tands it in this fenfe, and as the connexion of the 
words feems to require ; or elf before marriage, at 
the month’s end, or any time before, that if his af- 
fections cooled towards her, and all the above me- 
thods tended to abate his love of her, then ne was 
obliged to difmifs her, orto grant her her freedom, 
and let her go wherever fhe pleafed ; the was no 
longer his captive, nor his fervant: but thou fhalt 
not fell her at all for money; as he might-have done 
if he had not made fuch a propofal to her, and 
obliged her to the obfervance of fuch rites and ce- 
remonies as he did, in order to make her his wife : 
thou foali not make merchandize of her ; which feems 
to exprefs the fame thing, and therefore fomething 
elfe is rather intended ; as that he fhould neither 
make any gain of her by felling her to another, nor 
retain her in his own fervice, nor make ufe of her 
as a flave; fo Farchi fays, that in the Perfian 
language they call fervice by this word, and which 
alfo he fays he learnt from an eminent writer of — 
theirs, R. Mofes Hadarfan; with which Maimo- 


J 


nides ‘ agrees, who explains it, fhall make no ufe of 


her fervice, or ferve himfelf by her; he fhould 


have no profit by her, either by fale, or fervitude : 
becaufe thou haft humbled her , which phrafe it pa 


be owned is often ufed of unlawful commerce with 


a woman, of defiling her, or violating her cha- 
{tity ; and fo may feem to confirm the notion of — 
thofe who think that he lay with her beforehe took — 
her to his houfe, and therefore upon a refufal to 
marry her afterwards, was obliged to this Jofs 


foreign country, and fo take her farewell of her fa- 
ther’s houfe in this mournful manner. The Yews 
are divided about the fenfe of thefe words ; fome 
take them fimply to fignify her parents, others her 
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though the word fignifies any kind of affliction, |four fons, they were divided into five parts, and 
as this was a very great one, a great mortification |the firft-born took two, and the other three one 
to her, to be taken into his houfe, to have her head {a piece, and fo in proportion ; the divifion was made 
fhaved, and her nails pared, or fuffered to grow, |according to their number : Sor be is the beginning of 
and her fine clothes changed for fordid ones ; and |bis frrength ; as Jacob faid of Reuben, Gen. xlix. 3. 
all this with a profeffion of a defign to marry her, |fee the note there : she right of the firft-born is bis ; 
and yet after all is deceived and difappointed by |before this law was given, there was a birth-right, 
him ; wherefore for fuch a conduct toward her hefor a privilege belonging to the firft-born, which 
was obliged to give her her freedom. gave him the pre-eminence in the family to his 
¥.15. If aman have two wives, &c.] Which}brethren ; but whether he was entitled to a double 
is fuppofed, but not approved of, though permitted] portion of goods, previous to this law, is not cer- 
becaufe of the hardnefs of men’s hearts ; for it was|tain; however, by this it was his right, and might 
not fo from the beginning, when only one man andJnot be alienated from him ; for, according to the 
one woman were created, and joined together in] ¥ews/S canons*, “ if a man fay, fuch an one my 
marriage ; but as it was connived at, and become|{on, the firft-born, fhall not take the double por- 
cuftomary, a law is made to prevent confufion,|tion, and my fon fuch an one fhall not inherit with 
and preferve order in families : ove beloved, and|his brethren, he fays nothing, becaufe he difpofes 
another bated; or lefs loved, yet continued his|contrary to what is written in the law.” This law 
wife, and not divorced. ben Ezra obferves, thisjof the firft-born in the myftery of it may refpect 
follows upon the former, becaufe it is there faid,}our Lord Fefus Chri, the firft-born of God, and 
that though firft he had a defire to her (the captive|the firft-born of Mary; and who had a double 
beautiful woman) yet afterwards had no delight in|portion of the gifts and grace of the Spirit, or ra- 
her: and they have borne him childrenboth, the be-\ther the Spirit without meafure, the oil of glad- 
loved and the hated ; as Rachel and Leah didto Fa-|nefs he was anointed -with above his fellows, and 
cob, who were, the one very much beloved by him,|is the firft-born among many brethren, among 
and the other lefs: andif the firft-born fon be bers|\whom in all things he has the pre-eminence ; and 
that was bated , or not fo much beloved as the other, }alfo the ele&t of God, the church of the firit- 
as was the cafe in the above inftance. born, whofe names are written in heaven, who 
¥. 16. Then it foall be when he maketh bis fons to\have a double portion, both temporal and {piri- 
inherit that which he bath, &c.| By a will in wri-|tual things, the promife of this life and that to 
ting, or by word of mouth, or by a deed of gift, |come, grace here and glory hereafter ; and the ul- 
actually beftowing his goods upon them, and di-|timate glory is but one inheritance, they all fhare 
viding among them what he is for the prefent pof-|alike in, being equally children, and all firft-born ; 
fefled of ; fee Lwkexv. 12. that he may not make the\and it may have regard alfo to the Fewifh and Gen- 
fon of the beloved firft-born, before the fon of the hated,\tile churches, the former was the beloved wife, 
which is indeed the firft-born ; that is, when fuch is|the latter fome time not beloved, and yet the chil- 
the cafe, that the fon of his wife he has the leaft va-|dren of the Gentile church have a larger meafure 
lue for is really his firft-born, he may not through|of the Spirit, than thofe of the ¥ewi/S church had 3 
favour and affection to the wife he loves better, |{ee Rom. ix. 25. 
prefer her fon, and declare him to be the firft-| y.18. If @ man have a fiubborn and rebellious 
born, by devifing to him or beftowing on him the|/on, &c.] It is cbferved “that this law quickly 
double portion of his goods ;. for fo todo would not |follows, and is fubjoined to that which relates to 
be right, or agreeable to the will and law of God ;|the marriage of a woman taken captive, becaufe 
for though previous to this law the birth-right was]often from fuch marriages, wicked and refractory 
given to Fofeph, the eldeft fon of Rachel, the|children have fprung, and which they exemplify 
moft beloved wife of Facob, before Reuben wholin the cafe of Absalom, whofe mother they fay Da- 
was the fon of Leah, lefs beloved by him, and|vid took in war and married : the character of fuch 
was in fact his firft-born ; yet this was owing to{a fon follows, and by which it may be known 
the fin of Reuben, and by the appointmentof God ;} that he is ftubborn and.rebellious ; ftubborn in his 
fee Gen. xlix. 3, 4. 1 Chron. v. 2, 3. nature, and rebellious in his a€tions ; behaves con- 
y.17. But he foall acknowledge the fon of the ba-\trary to the laws of God, and the inftruétions of 
ted for the firft-born, &c.| Own him and declare|his parents; what he fhould do that he does not, 
him to be fo, both by his will and the divifion of] and what he fhould not do that he does; will not 
goods by him; or he fhall /eparate him, as On-|do what is commanded him, and will do what is 
kelos; diftinguifh him from all his other fons, and| forbidden him, notwithftandine all counfels, ad- 
make known to all, as the Targum of Fonathan,|monitions and corrections given him: which will 
that he is his firft-born: dy giving hima double por-\not obey the voice of bis father, or the voice of bis 
tion of all that he hath; or, that is found with\ mother; is difobedient to the commands of either 
him‘; which he was in the poffeffion of when he|of them; fee Prov. xxx..17. and when they have 
amade his will, or divided his goods ; and fo refers|chaftened him will not bearken to them; when they 
‘not to what might come into his hands afterwards, | have reproved him by words, and corrected him with 
“or fhould be his in reverfion afterwards; in this| blows; the Fews underftand this of fcourging or 
the firft-born had not his double portion, only in} beating by the order of the Sanhedrim, after ad- 
what his father was for the prefent pofleffed of ; fo] monition given ; it is faid *, « they admonifh him 
that if a man had two fons, his goods were divided] before three, (a court of judicature confifting of three 
into three parts, and the firft-born took two parts, | judges) and they beat him ; but it feems rather to 
and the other the third ; if three fons, they were di-|refpect private corrections of their own by words 
vided into four parts, of which the firft-born had]and ftripes, which, having no effect, they were to 
two parts, and the others each of them one ; if| proceed as follows. 
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1 19. Then foall bis father and bis mothertay 
hold on, him, &c.) With their own hands, or 
caufe-him to be apprehended by others, in which 
they were to agree, and which the ews gather 
from hence; ‘* if, fay they, ¥ the father is willing, 
- (to'bring him to juftice) and the -mother: not wil- 
ling, if his father is not willing andthe mother is 
willing, he is not reckoned a ftubborn or rebel- 
lious. fon, until they both agree :” and bring bim 
out unto the elders. of bis city; according. to the 
Mifnab *,.the Sanhedrim, or court of judicature, 
confifting of twenty-three ; fot they fay, that after 
he has been admonifhed and fcourged by order of 
the. bench of three, if he returns. to his corrupt 
and wicked ways again, he is judged) by the court 
of twenty-three: and unto the gate of bis places 
or, city, where the court fat; fo the Tergums of 
Oukelos and Yonathan, to the gate of the Sanhe- 
drim of his place, 

y. 20. And they fhail fay unto the elders of bis 
city, &¢c.] In open court what follows, at the 
fame.time, according to the Targum of Fonathan, 
acknowledging their own fins, for which fuch a ca- 
lamity had befallen them, faying, ‘* we have tranf- 
crefled the decree of the word of the Lord, be- 
caufe is born unto us a fon that is ftubborn, &c.” 
fee Fobu ix. 2. this our fou is fiubborn and rebelhious, 
he will not obey our voice 5, one of an. obftinate. dif- 
pofition, will have his. own will and way, is. per- 
verfe and refractory ; honours not, but defpifes his 
parents, and is. difobedient to their commands, 
unruly and ungovernable: the ews gather* many 
things from hence, for which there is little foun- 
dation, as that they muft be neither dumb, nor 
blind, nor deaf; though what they further ob- 
ferve, is not much amifs, concerning this rebel- 
ious child, that the law refpeéts a fon and not a 
daughter, becaufe a daughter generally is more 
tractable, and lefs capable of doing mifchief than 
a-fon; and .a fon dnd not a-man,°for if_at- man’s 
eftate, and for himfelf, he is not under the power 
of -his parents; and yet not a child or a little one, 
for that isnot comprehended in the commands ; he 
mutt be according to. them thirteen years of age 
and one day, and he muft be a fon and not a fa- 
ther®: he is a glutiow and a drunkard; which, ac- 
cording to the Mi/nah ‘, is one that eats half-a 
pound of flefh, and drinks half a log of Italian 
wine; R. Fofe fays, a pound of fiefh and a log of 
wine; but the decifion was not according to him; 

the firft rule ftood: now half a pound of flefh, and 
half a log of wine; which was about three ege- 
fhells, or a quarter of a pint, would be at this 
day reckoned very little by our grandfons of Bae- 
chus, as Schickard obferves ¢; but in an age of fe- 
verer difcipline, as he fays, in the tender candi- 
dates of temperance, it was reckonéd» too much, 
and was. a prefage of a future glutton: and 
it muft be further obferved to denominate him 
a rebellious fon, what he eat and drank was to be 
what he ftole from his parents, and did not eat 
and drink it at home, but abroad, and in bad com- 
pany ; fo Farchi remarks on the text, he is not 
guilty until he fteals, and eats half a pound of 
flefh, and drinks half a log of wine; in which he 
feems to have refpect to the Fewi/h canon °, ‘if he 
fteals from his father:and eats it in a place in his 
father’s. power, or from others and eats it in a place 
in their power, or from others and eats it in a place 
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born and rebellious fon, unlefs he fteals from hig 
father, and eats it in a’place in the power of othersy? 
fee Prov. xxiii. 20. the Jews feem to refert 
when they charged Chrift with being a glutton 
and a wine-bibber, Mai?. xi. 19. being defirous of 
having him thought as fuch an ones 8 18 
y. 21. And all the incn of his city foall fone him 
with ftones that be die, &c.]' The populace; that 
‘is, after ‘his trial is finifhed, and he’ is condemned 
‘to die; and he was not {toried until the ‘three firft 
judges were there (by whom he was’ admonifhed; 
and ordered to be beaten) as it is faid, *his 7s our 
Jon, this is he that was beaten before you ‘5 and 
according to the Tarvum of Fonatban; ~** if he 
feared (God, and fhewed any token of repentance) 
and received inftruction, and they (his parents) 
defired to preferve him alive, they’ preférved him s 
but if he refufed and was rebellious; then they 
ftoned him 5” but the ‘fews\fay this lawy andthat of 
retaliation, were never put into execution: /o fhalt 
thou put away evil from among you; puta ftop to, 
and -prevent fuch an: evil for ‘the future, and re- 
move the guilt of it; or as the Zargam of Fona- 
thaw, him that doeth that evil: and all Tfrael fhall 
hear and fear; it being to ‘be’ publickly notified 
throughout the land, that fuch an one fuffered 
death for fuch a crime, which would be a means 
of deterring others from the fame; fo Yarcbi re- 
marks, ** here, fays he, a proclamation was ne= 
ceflary to be made by the Sanhedrim) as that fuch 
an one was ftoned becaufe he was ftubborn and 
rebellious ;” for the myftical fenfe ofethis fee Eph: 
ii..2. Col. iii 6 ‘ta 


y. 22. And if a man have committed a fin wor-. 


thy of death, &c.|] ‘This before mentioned, or 


any other that deferves death, any kind of death, 


as ftrangling, killing with the fword, burning aed 
ftoning, to which the ‘Jews reftrain it here red 
be be to be put to death, and thou hang him ona 
tree; is condemned to ftoning, and after that they 
hang him, as the Targum of Fonathan; and ac- 
cording to the Fewi/h Rabbins, as archi obferves, 
all that were ftoned were to be hanged, and 
only men, not women ®; for it is remarked that it 
is faid him and not her*: about this there is a 
difpute in the Mifnab'; ‘all that are ftoned are 
hanged, they are the words of R. Ehezers 
but the wife men fay none are’to’ be hanged 
but the blafphemer and idolater; a man is to be 
hanged with his face to the people, a woman with 
her face-to the tree, they are the words of R. Ei- 
exer; but the wife mén fay, a man is to be hanged, 
but not a woman, to whom R. Eliezer replied, did 
not Simeon Ben Shetach hang women in Afpkelon 2 
thy anfwered him, he hung eighty women (at 
once) but they don’t judge or condemn two in a 


day ;” {fo that this was a particular cafe atva parti- 


cular time, and not to be drawn into an example = 


in his father’s powers he is not reckoned a ftub: — 


in the fame place it is afked, ‘“how they hang one ? | 


they fix a beam in the earth, and a piece of wood 
goes out of it (near the top ‘of it, as one of the 
commentators * remarks) ‘and join his two 
together and hang him ;” that is, by his ha 
by his neck, as with us, but rather in 
ner of crucifixion ; only in that the 
fpread, and one hand is faftened to « 
the crofs-beam, and the other ‘to the ot! 1 
_. 23. His body foail not remain all night 
7 a 
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the tree, 8c:] Which is to be underftood of any [the rigor of the law, the curfe of it, his body 
and every one that was hanged, and not of the}was ordered to be taken down; for the words are 
rebellious fon only; of whom Ye/ephus | fays, thatjnot a reafon of his being hanged, but a reafon why 


city, and having remained a whole day for a fpec- 
tacle unto all, was to be buried at night; and in- 
deed fuch a perfon was not to remain hanging on 
the tree any part of the night, but to be taken 
down at fun-fetting ; fo the Targum of Fonathan, 
“*ye fhall bury him at fun-fetting ;” fo fays Mai- 
monides™, they hang a man near the fetting of the 
fun and loofe him immediately, and if ‘he conti- 
nues they tranfgrefs a negative precept, bis body 
foall not remain, &c. yea according to him and to 
the Mifnab », and which agrees with the. practice 
of the Yews to this day, not only thofe that were 
put to death by the Sanhedrim, but whoever fuf- 


~fered his dead to remain unburied a night, tranf- 


grefled a negative command, unlefs he kept him 
for his honour, to get for him a coffin and fhroud: 
but thou foalt in any wife bury him in that day; by 
all means if poffible; malefactors were not buried 
in the fepulchre of their fathers, but there were 
two burying-places provided by the Sanhedrim, 
one for thofe that were ftoned and burnt, and an- 
other for thofe that were killed with the fword and 
ftrangled*; and even the inftruments of their 
death were to be buried alfo, as Maimonides? re- 
Jates, the tree on which he is hanged is buried 
with him, that there may be no remembrance of 
the evil, and they fay, this is the tree on which 
fuch an one was hanged; and fo the ftone with 
which he is ftoned, and ‘the fword with which he 
js killed, and the napkin with which he is ftrang- 
Jed, all are buried in the place where he is put to 
death, but’not in the grave itfelf: for be that is 
hanged is accurfed of God; plainly appears to be 
fo, having committed fome foul fin which has 
brought the curfe of God upon him, and which 
being hanged on a tree was a plain proof and de- 
claration of ; and therefore having hereby fuffered 


G HAP. 


N this chapter are various laws, concerning 
1 care of a neighbour’s cattle gone aftray or in 
diftrefs, and of any thing loft by him, y. 1—4. 
forbidding one fex to wear the apparel of another, 


he was to be ftoned by the multitude without the}being hanged and ‘fo openly accurfed, he fhould 


not remain. hanging, but be taken down and bu- 
ried; the meaning is not as Ovkelos gives it, that 
*< becaufe he finned before the Lord he is hanged,” 
and particularly was guilty of blafphemy ; which 
is given as the reafon of his being hanged, and as 
the fenfe of this paffage; on the mention of which 
tis faid ", ‘* it is as if he fhould fay, wherefore is 
he hanged? becaufe he curfed God, and the name 
of God was found prophaned :” but though this, 
or any other capital crime, may be allowed to be 
the reafon of the man’s being hanged, and fo ap- 
parently accurfed’; yet this is not the reafon of his 
being loofed from thence, but his having bore the' 
curfe and fatisfied the law: and hence this is ap- 
plied to Chrift by the apoftle, in Gal. iii. 13. thew- 
ing, that his hanging on the tree was an indica- 
tion and proof of his being made fin and a curfe 
for his people, or that he bore the curfe of the 
law for their fins, and that the taking of him 
down from the tree and burying him, fignified 
the removing the curfe fromi him and his people 
for whom he fuffered; or that thereby he re- 
deemed them from the curfe of the law, as the a- 
poftle exprefles it: that thy land be not defiled, 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an inberi- 
tance; which is another reafon for taking down 
the body from the tree and burying it, left the 
land of Canaan, which the Lord had given them 
for an inheritance, and which was typical of the 
undefiled inheritance, 1 Pet. i. 4. fhould be pol- 
luted, both in a natural fenfe,.through the putre- 
faction and corruption, and the difagreeable fmell 
of a dead body, and in a ceremonial fenfe, as e- 
very carcafe was defiling, if a perfon but entered 
where it was; and therefore a dead body was not 
to be left hanging cpenly in the ‘air, and rotting 
there. 


XXII. 


and ftrayed away from the herd or from the flock by 
a wolf or dog ; and the ox and fheep are put for 
every other creature a man has, as camels, affes, 
&c. which laft fort is after mentioned; and a bro- 


y. 5. and the taking away of the dam with the|ther means not one in the natural relation of kin- 
young found in a bird’s neft, ¥. 6, 7. ordering dred only, for it is f{uppofed in the next verfe, that 
battlements to be made in a new houfe, ¥. 8. pro-jhe might not only be ata diftance, but unknown ; 
hibiting mixtures in fowing, ploughing, and in gar-|nor by religion only, or one of the commonwealth 
ments, ¥. 9, 10, 11. requiring fringes on the fourjor church of the Fews, for what is enjoined is a 
quarters of a garment, ¥. 12. fining a man that|piece of hamanity the Jaw of nature requires and 
flanders his wife, upon producing the tokens of her/direéts unto, and is even to be done to enemies, 
virginity, ¥. 13—19. but if thefe cannot be produ- Exod. xxiii. 4. and bide thyfelf from them; make 
ced, then orders are given that fhe be put to death, |as if he did not fee them, and fo be entirely negli- 
¥. 20o—21. then follow other laws, punifhing with|gent of them, and take no care and fhew no con- 
death the adulterer and adulterefs, and onethat hath|cern about them, but let them go on wandering 
-ravifhed a betrothed damfel, ¥. 2227. amercing; from the herd and flock from whence they were 
a perfon that lies with a virgin not betrothed andjdriven, and to which they cannot find the way of 
fhe confenting, and obliging him to marry her, and|themfelves : thou halt in any cafe bring them again 


not fuffering him to divorce her, ¥. 28—29. 


and| to thy brother ; to his herd or flock, or to his houfe, 


another againft a man’s lying ‘with his father’s}and deliver them into his own hands, or to the 


wife, ¥. 30. 


y. 1. Thou foalt not fee thy brother’s ox or bis| &c.] 
fheep go aftray, &c.] Or driven away," frighted) but at fome confiderable diftance ; fo that he can- 


care of his fervants. ; 
y. 2. And if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, 
’ Does not live in the fame neighbourhood, 


not 
1 Antiq. 1. 4. ¢. 8. §, 24." m Hilchot Sanhedrin, ¢. 15. §. 7. ® Sanhedrin, ¢.6. §. 5. © Thid, 
» Us fupra, so. §. 24 4 Mifn, Sanhedrin, ¢. 6, §. 4. ‘ -—¥ ENF) expulfos, Montanus 5 impulfos, Munfter 5 
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not foon and eafily be informed of his cattle, or|comprehends every thing that is loft, that is pro- 
they be fent to him: or if thou know him not; the |perly fo; it is afked, «* What is a loft thing? if a” 
owner of them, what is his name, or where he|man finds an ox or a cow feeding in the way, this 
lives: then thou fhalt bring it into thine houfe ;\is not a loft thing; an afs whofe inftruments are 
not into his dwelling-houfe, but fome out-houfe,|inverted, and a cow running among the vine- 
barn or ftable: and it foall be with thee, remain|yards, this is a loft thing :” thou mayeft not hide thy- 
in his cuftody, and be taken care of by him; and,|/e/f; from feeing it and taking care of it, in order 
as the Targum of Fonathan fays, “ be fed and nou-|to reftore it to the right owner; or diflemble a 
rifhed by him ;” for, according to the Fewi/h ca-| fight of it, and pretend he never faw it, and fo 
non *, whatfoever could work and eat, that fhould|entirely neglect it. In fome inftances the Jews al- 
work and eat, and whatfoever did not work and|low they were not obliged totake any notice or care 
eat, was to be fold; for which there was a fet time,|of it, as, ‘‘ if a man find a cow in a cow-houfe, 
as the commentators fay‘, for large cattle, as|(which is not fhut) he is not obliged (to take care 
oxen, 12 months; for leffer cattle, as fheep, goats,|of it); if in a public place, he is obliged; if it is 
&c, 3 months; here it is fixed, until thy brother\in a burying-ground he mayn’t defile himfelf for 
Seek after it; though in the mean while the finder |it *.” 
was to make ufe of means, whereby the owner] y. 4. Thou fbalt not fee thy brother's ox or bis 
might be informed of it; for whatfoever was loft, |a/s fall down by the way, &c.| And lye under his 
in which were marks and figns by which enquiries}burden, not being able to rife with it of himfelf, 
might be made, were to be proclaimed"; (and it}/nor with all the affiftance about it, without fur- 
is afked) how long a man was obliged to proclaim?|ther help: and hide thyfelf from them, cover thine 
until it was known to his neighbours ; fome fay|eyes, or turn them another way, and make as if 
(he muft proclaim it) at three feafts, and feven|thou didft not fee them in diftrefs : thou fhalt furely 
days after the laft feaft, fo that he may go home|help him to lift them up again; that is, help the 
three days, and return three days, and proclaim |brother and owner. of it, the ox and afs; affift 
one day; if (the owner) tells what is loft, butjhim in getting them up again, and lay on their 
does not tell the marks or figns, he may not give |burden, and faften them aright, which either were 
it him; and a deceiver, though he tells the fign’s, |rolled off by the fall, or were obliged to be taken 
he may not give it him, as it is faid, until thy oro-\off in order to raife them up; and if this was to 
ther feek after it; until thou enquireft of thy bro-jbe done for an enemy, then much more for a bro- 
ther whether he is a deceiver or no: and elfewhere|ther, as is required, Exod. xxiii. 5. fee the note 
it is faid”, formerly if a man loft any thing, and|there ; or Uifting up, thou fhalt lift them up with 
gave the figns or marks of it, he took it; but after|dim4; that is, moft certainly do it, and lift 
deceivers increafed, it was ordered to be faid to]with all his ftrength, and as often as there is oc- 
him, bring witneffes that thou art not a deceiver, jcafion; if they fell down again after raifed up, 
and take it; and in the fame place it is obferved, |help is ftill to be continued, even as Maimonides ¢ 
that there was at Yerufalem a ftone, called Eben |fays, though it was an hundred times. 
Toim, the ftone of ftrays, and whoever had loft or} y. 5. The woman fhall not wear that which per- 
found any thing, repaired thither, and gave the|saineth unto a man, &c.| It being very unfeemly 
figns and marks of it, and took it: and thou /balt\and impudent, and contrary to the modefty of her 
veftore it to him again, he having made it fully to|fex; or there fhall not be upon her any iu/trument 
appear to be his, and having defrayed all expen-|of a man‘, any utenfil of his which he makes ufe 
ces in advertifing and keeping it; but if no owner |of in his trade and bufinefs; as if fhe was employed 
appeared to claim it, or not ‘to fatisfaétion, the}in it, when her bufinefs was not to do the work of 
finder was to keep it as his own; but otherwife |men, but to take care of her houfe and family ; 
he was by all means to reftore it, or as in y. 1. zz]and fo this law may be oppofed to the cuftoms of 
reforing thou foalt reftore them*, that is certainly jthe Egyptians, as is thought, from whom the J- 
reftore them ; and continually wherever it fo hap-{raelites were lately come; whofe women, as Hero- 
pens: the Fewifh canonis’, ‘* if he reftores it, and} dotus ® relates, ufed to trade and merchandize a- 
afterwards it ftrays away, and he reftores it again} broad, whilft the men kept at home; and the 
and it ftrays away, even though four or five tirhes, | word alfo fignifies armour", as Oxkelos renders it; 
he is bound to reftore it; as it is faid, ix refforing|and fo here forbids women putting on a mili- 
thou foalt reftore them” Maimonides fays +, that|tary habit and going with men to war, as was u- 
even an hundred times he is bound to reftore them, |fual with the eaftern women ; and fo Matmonides* 
¥. 3. In like manner fhalt thou do with his afs, \illuftrates it, by putting a mitre or an helmet on 
&c.] As with his ox or fheep when aftray, and |her head, and cloathing herfelf with a coat of mail; 
found, keep it until it is owned, and then reftore|and in like manner Fo/epbus “ explains it, ** take 
it; this is exprefsly mentioned in Exod. xxiii. 4.|heed, efpecially in war, that a woman do not 
and fo foalt thou do with his raiment; if that is loft |make ufe of the habit of a man, or a man that of 
and found, it muft be reftored to the owner, he|a woman”; nor is he to be found fault with fo 
defcribing it; a garment is particularly mentioned, |much as he is by a learned writer’, fince he does 
it is faid*, becaufe in every garment there is a|not reftrain it wholly to war, though he thinks it 
mark or fign by which the owners can enquire a-|may have a fpecial regard to that; for no doubr 
bout it; for it is made by the hands of men, and |the law refpects the times of peace as well as war, 
does not come from any thing common: and with |in neither of which fuch a practice fhould obtain : 
all loft thing of thy brother's, which be hath lof,! but the Targum of Fonathan very wrongly limits it 


and thou haft found, foalt thou do likewife; this’ to the wearing fringed garments, and to phylaéte- 
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ties, which belonged to men: neither fhall a man 
put on a woman's garment ; which would betray ef- 
feminacy and foftnefs unbecoming men, and would 
lead the way to: many impurities, by giving an 
opportunity of mixing with women, and fo to 
commit fornication and adultery with them; to 
prevent which and to preferve chaftity this law 
feems to be made; and fince in nature a diffe- 
rence of {exes is made, it is proper and neceffary 
that this fhould be known by difference of drefs, 
or otherwife many evils might follow; and 
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of ) the neft is not ufed but of a fowl, and it is 
not ufed but of what is not prepared ; what is that 
which is not prepared ? fuch as geefe and hens, 
whofe neft is in an orchard; but if their neft is in 
the houfe, and fo. doves kept at home, a man is 
free from letting (the dam) go”; that is, he is not 
obliged to let it go; and this is to be underftood 
of clean birds only ; fo the Targum of Jonathan, 
“* the nefts of clean birds” ; agreeable to the fame 
canons and the explanation of them ", «* an unclean 
bird is free from letting go; fo an unclean bird 


this precept is agreeable to the law and light of|that firs upon the eggs of a clean bird, alfo a clean 


nature: it is oblerved by an heathen. writer ™, that 
there is a two-fold diftribution of the law, the one 
written, the other not written; what we ufe in 
civil things is written, what is from nature and 
ufe is unwritten, as to walk naked in the market, 
or to put on a woman’s garment: and change of 


the cloaths of fexes was ufed among the heathens} nett is a word of a | 
by way of punifhment, as of the foldiers that de. | fitting upon the young 


ferted, and of adulterefies "; fo abominable was it 
accounted : indeed it may be Jawful in fome cafes, 
where life is in danger, to efcape that, and provi- 
ded chattity is prelerved : for all that do fo are an 
abomination to the Lord thy God; which is a reafon 
fufficient why fuch a practice fhould not be ufed, 
Some from this claufe have been led to conclude, 
that refpect is had to fome cuftoms of this kind 
ufed in idolatrous worthip, 


garment coloured when he ftood before the ftar of 
Venus, and likewife that a woman fhould put on 
a coat of mail and warlike armour, when the ftood 
before the ftar of Mars ; which he takes to be one 
reafon of this law, though befides that he gives 
another, becaufe hereby concupifcence would be 
excited, and an occafion for whoredom given : 
that there was fome fuch cuftoms among the hea- 
thens may be confirmed from Macrobius?, and 
Servius *, as has been obferved by Grotius;, the 
former of which relates, that Philochorus afirmed, 
that Venus is the moon, and that men facrificed to 
her in womens garments, and women in mens; 
and for this reafon, becaufe fhe was thought to be 
both male and female; and the latter fays, there 
was an image of Venus in Cyprus with a woman’s 
body and garment, and with the {cepter and dif- 
tinction of .a man, to whom the men facrificed in 
womens garments, and women in mens garments ; 
and, as the above learned commentator obferves, 
there were many colonies of the Phenicians in Cy- 
prus, from whom this cuftom might come; and 
to prevent it obtaining among the J/reelites in any 
degree, who were now coming into their country, 
it is thought this law was made; for the prieits 
of the Afyrian Venus made ufe of womens appa- 
rel", and in the feafts of Bacchus men difguifed 
themfelves like women ‘. ; 
¥. 6. If a bird’s neft chance to be before thee in any 
tree, or on the ground, &c.] Which are the ufual 
places in which birds build their nefts; and this, 
as archi oblerves, excepts fuch nefts that are pre- 
pared, that is, that are purpofely made for fowls 
kept at home ; and with which agrees the Fewi/h 


canon, which fays‘, ‘‘ the letting go (the damout 
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bird that fits upon the eggs of an unclean bird, 
are freefrom letting go, ” or perfons are not obliged 
to let fuch go: whether they be young ones or C2255 
that are in the neft ; and the Fewifh canon is ~, * if 
there is but one young one, or one egg, a man is 
obliged to let go the dam, as it is faid a net: a 
arge fenfe: and the dam 
or upon eggs, thou shalt 
not take the dam with the young , according to 
the above canon; ’‘* if fhe is flying at the time her 
wings reach the neft, a man is bound to Jet her ZO 5 
but if her wings touch not the neft, he is free from let- 
ting her go—if the young ones are capable of fly- 
ing, or the eggs rotten, he is free from letting her 
go, as it is faid, and the dam fitting, 8c. as the 
young are alive, fo the eggs muft be firm and 


which are always abo-|found, rotten ones are excepted ; and as eggs have 
minable to the Lord. So Maimonides ° obferves,|need of their dam, 
that in a book of the Zadzans, called Tomtom, it\dam ; 


is commanded, that a man fhould wear a woman’s|the dam is not to be taken with 


fo the young have need of their 
thofe (therefore) that can fly are excepted :” 
her young upon 
any account ; yea it is faid *, not even to cleanfe a 
leper ; and whoever does take her is to be beaten : 
this law was made partly to preferve the fpecies of 
birds, and prevent the decreafe of them; for a 
dam let go might breed again, and to this pur- 
pofe are the verfes -afcribed to Phocylides *, which 
contain the fubftance of this law, and this reafon 
of it; and partly, as Maimonides obferves*, that 
the dam might not be afflicted at the fight of the 
fpoil of her young; for this law does not pro- 
hibit the taking of her in any other place but in 
her neft, nor after her young are taken, but not to- 
gether ; and, as the fame writer remarks, if the 
law would have fuch care taken of beafts and 
birds, that they might be freed from forrow and 
diftrefs, how much more of man? Wherefore the 
intention of this law is to teach humanity, com- 
paffion and pity in men to one another, and to 
forbid cruelty, covetoufnels, and fuch like VICES ; 
as alfo to inftruct in the doétrine of providence, 
which has a refpect to birds ; and our Lord may 
be thought to have this law in view, Luke xii. 6. 
¥. 7. But thou fhalt in any wife let the dam £0, 
and take the young to thee, &c.} Or in letting go, 
let go, or in fending, fend away*; that is willingly, 
certainly, entirely, frequently, always; fo the Few- 
if) canons *, ‘if any one lets her go, and fhe re- 
turns, even four or five times, he is obliged to let 
her go, as it is faid, in detting go, let go 3” nay, 
Maimonides {ays , even a thoufand times ; the ca- 
non proceeds, ** if any one fays, Lo, I take the dam 
and let go the young, he is obliged to let her gO; 
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if he takes the young, and returns them again to 
‘the neft, and after that returns the dam to them, 
ihe is free from letting her go:” that it may be well 


with 
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with thee, and that thou mayeft prolong thy days 3 


the Zargum of Fonathan is, ‘* that it may be well vers feeds, 8cc.] As wheat and barley between the — 


with thee in this world, and thou mayeft prolong 
thy days in the world. to come :” the fame blefiing 
that is promifed to oblervers of the fifth, com- 
mand, which is one of the weightier matters of the 
law, is made tothis ; which the Fews fay ¥ is but 
as the value of a farthing, or of little account in 
comparifon of others; wherefore, as Fagius right- 
ly obferves *, God, in beftowing fuch rewards, has 
regard not to the works of men, but to his: own 
grace and kindnefs; for what merit can there 
be in letting go or preferving the life of a little 
bird ? 

¥. 8. When thou buildet a new houfe, &c.]) 
Which is to be underftood of a houfe to dwell in, 
not of a granary, barn, or ftable, or fuch like, 
and every houfe that is not four cubits fquare, as 
Maimonides obferves ¥ : then thou fhalt make a bat- 
tlement for thy roof; in the Talmud” it is alked, 
What is the meaning of, or why is it faid, thy roof ? 
to except fynagogues and fchools; the glofs upon 
which is, Synagogues, &c. don’t belong to any fingle 
perfon, and befides are no dwelling-place. A battle- 
ment, as Farchi detcribes it, was a fence round the 
roof; or, as more fully defcribed by Kimchi", it was an 
edifice made for a roof round about it, ten hands 
high, or more, that a perfon might mot fall ftom 
it ; fo Ben Melech from him. The reafon of this 
law was, becaufe the roofs of houfes in thofe coun- 
tries were flat, on which they ufed to walk for di- 
verfion and recreation, or retire for devotion, me- 
ditation, prayer, and focial converfation; fuch 
they were in the times of the Canaanites, Fofb. ii. 
6. and in the times of Seu/ and David, 1 Sam. 
ix. 25. .2 Sam. xi. 2. and xvi. 21. and in the times 
of the new teitament; fee the notes on Matt. x. 
27. and xxiv. 17. Mark ii. 4. Adis x. g. and fo in 
later times, and to this day. Rauwolff? , a tra- 
veller in thofe parts, relates, that at Tripoli in Phe- 
nicia, ** they have low houfes, ill built, and flat at 
the top, as they are generally in the eaft, for they 
cover their houfes with a flat roof or floor, fo that 
you may walk about as far as the houfes go, and 
the neighbours walk over the tops of their houfes 
to vifit one another ; and fometimes in the fummer 
they fleep on the top of them.” Now to prevent 
falling from thence, and mifchief thereby, fuch’a 
battlement as before defcribed was ordered: that 
thou bring not blood upon thy boufe ; be not the occa- 
fion of blood being fhed, or contract guilt of blood 
through negligence of fuch a provifion the law di- 
reéts to; the guilt of man-flaughter, or of fthed- 
ding innocent blood in thy houfe, as the Targums 
of Fonathan and Ferufalem; hence the Talmu- 
difts* extend this to other things, and by this law 
alfo they fuppofe men are bound to guard againft 
all dangers in any other way ; as if a man hada 
well or pit of water in his court-yard, he ought 
either to put a cover over it, or to make a fence 
roundit as high as this battlement *: if any man fall 
from thence; that is, if a man walking on the 
roof of an houfe, fhould make a flip or a falfe ftep, 
and {tumble and reel, and fo be falling, and fall 
from thence ; which might have been prevented, 
even his falling from thence or to the ground, if 
fuch a battlement had been made. 


~ Mifn. Ib. §. 5. ’ * In loc, 
fol. 136.1. So Maimonides, ib. §. 2. 


y Hilchot Rotzeach, c. 11. §. 1. 
* Sepher Shorath. rad. Py. 


a he oe ee 


- ° é 
- 5 a 


¥. 9. Thou foalt not fow thy vineyards with dis 


rows of the vines; and this is to be underftood 
only of divers forts of corn, and of divers forts of 
herbs, but not of trees; hence we read of a fig- 
tree in a vineyard, Luke xili.6. fee the note there: 
and this only refpects what is fown with defign, 
and not what is cafual, as the Yews interpret it * 5 
“if a man pafies through a vineyard, and feeds 
fall from him, or they are carried out along with 
dung, or with water; or when a man is fowing, 
and a {torm of wind carries it behind him, (@. e. to 
a vineyard behind him) it is lawful” ; that is, it may 
be let grow, and the fruit of it enjoyed ; the fame 
here is faid of the vineyard, as of the field in Lev. 
xix, ig. fee the note there: deft the fruit of thy feed 
which thou haft fown, and the fruit of thy vineyard 
be defiled ; that is, left not only the increafe of thefe 
divers feeds fown, but alfo the increafe of thé 
vines among which they are fown, become unlaw- 
ful, and unfit for ufe, and fo a lofs of all be fuf- 
tained: the Targum of Fonathan is, ** left it be 
condemned to burning ;” or, thou art obliged to 
burn it ; for, according to the Fewi/ canons’, the 
mixtures of a vineyard, or the divers feeds of it, 
eta the increafe thereof, were to be burnt; and 
the commentators of the Mi/nab * frequently ex- 
'plain this phrafe by eff it be burnt. 
v.10. Thou fhailt not plow with an ox and an afs 
together, &c.| They might be ufed feparately, but 
not together; nor was it uncommon in fome 
countries for afles to be employed in plowing as 
well as oxen. Pliny» makes mention of fome 
fruitful land in Africa, which when it was dry wea- 
ther could not be plowed by oxen, but after 
fhowers of rain might be plowed by a mean little 
als; fo Leo Africanus '{ays, the Africans only ule 
horfes and affes in plowing. The reafon why they 
were not to be put together, was either (as fome 
think) eft the law fhould be brcken which forbids 
the gendering of cattle with a divers kind, Lev. 
xix. 19. but Aben Ezra thinks the reafon is, be- 
caufe the ftrength of an afs is not equal to the 
{trength of anox ; and therefore he fuppofes this 
law is made from the mercy and commiferation of 
God extended to all his creatures ; though per- 
haps the better reafon is, becaufe the one was a 
clean creature, and the other an unclean, and this 
inftance. is put for all others ; and with-which agree 


cattle, wild beafts with wild beafts, unclean with 
unclean, clean with clean, (. ¢. thefé may be put 
together) ; but unclean with clean, and clean with 
unclean, are forbidden to plow with, to draw with, 
or to be led together *.” The myftery of this is, 
that godly and ungodly perfons are not to be yo- 
ked together in religious fellowfhip,s fee 2 Cor. 
vi. 14. 

¥. 11. Thou foalt not wear a garment of divers 
forts, &c.| The ews fay nothing is forbidden un- 


as it is faid, thou fhalt not wear fheatnez, a thin 

that is-carded, fpun, and wove!; which 4Ainj- 
worth tranflates Linfie woolfe, and is explained by 
what follows: as of woollen and linen together ; of 
which fee the note. on Lev. xix. 19. wh 


epbus » obferves, this was granted to the priefts 
' b only 


- © T. Baby - Cholim, 
> Travels, par. 1. © 2. p. 17. 


+ 


Ed. Ray. © T, Bab. Bava Kama, fol. 15. 2. 4 Maimon. Hilchot Rotzeach, c.1r. §. 4. 9 © 
Celain, © f. $7  Mifh. Temurah, ¢. 7. §. 5. . & Maimon, & Bartenora in Mifn. ‘Terumot, ¢. 10. §.6: 
Orla, c. 3. §.7. Kiddufhin, c. 2. §. 9. Nat, Hilt. Loy7e eg. te 


k Mifnh, Celaim, c, 8. §. 2. 


1 Mifn. Celaim.c g. §. 8. 


! Defcriptio Africa, 1. 2, 
™ Antiqu. l. 4. ¢. 8. § eh 
. . 


ad 
ae 


the Fewifh canons, which run thus, “ cattle with ~ 


der the name of forts, but what is fpun and wove, | 


bei 


DEUTERONOMY. Chxxiiy.8—8p 


« 


} 


i wg 


Ch.xxii. v.r2—17. DEUTERONOMY 


only to wear fuch garments, Bochart" affirms. 


it to be falfe’; but that great man is miftaken ; 
the blue, purple, and {carlet, in the priefts gar- 
ments, were no other than died wool ; and itis a 
fentiment in general received by the Yews, that the 
priefts wore no other but woollen and linen in 
their fervice; fee the note on the above place ; 
otherwife this law is fo ftri€tly obferved, as not to 
few a woollen garment with linen thread, and fo 
on the contrary °. 

¥. 12. Thou fhalt make thee fringes, &c.] Tho’ 

a different word is here ufed from that in Numb. 
xv. 38. yet the fame things are intended, and On- 
kelos tranflates both by one and the fame word, and 
whichis no other than a corruption of the Greek word 
ufed in Matt. xxiii. 5. Though there have been 
fome whom ben Ezra takes notice of, who fup- 
pofed that this is a law by itfelf, and tobe obferved 
in the night, as that in Numb. xv. 38. was in the 
day ; but thefe he warmly oppofes, and calls them 
liars: upon the four quarters of thy vefture, where- 
with thou covereft thyfelf; upon the four fkirts of 
the uppermott vefture called Talith ; fee the note on 
Numb, xv. 38. 

y. 13. If any man take a wife, and go in unto 
her, and hate ber ;\ That is, marries a-wife, and 
cohabits with her as man and wife, and after fome 
time diflikes her, and is defirous of parting with 
her, and therefore takes the following wicked me- 
thod to obtain it: this is to be underftood of a vir- 
gin taken to wife, as the Targumof Fonathan ex- 
plainsit ; and what follows confirms it. 

¥.14. And give occafions of {peech againft her, 
&c.] Among her neighbours, who by his beha- 
viour towards her, and by what he fays of her, will 
be Jed in all company and converfation to traduce 
her character, and {peak of her asa very bad wo- 
man: and bring up an evil name upon ber ; take 
away her good name, and give her a bad one; de- 
fameher, and make her appear feandalous and re- 
proachful to all that know her: though the ¥ews 
. underftand this not of private flander, butof bring- 
ing an action againft her ina public court of judi- 
cature, the fubftance of which follows : and fay, 
J took this woman, and when I came to her, I found 
her not a maid; the fenfe is, that he had married 
her, and when he came to cohabit with her as man 
and wife, it appeared to him that fhe was vitiated, 
and not a pure virgin. This is the charge in court 
againft her, the action laid by him; fo archi ob- 
ferves, a man might not fay this but before a ma- 
giftrate, inacourt of judicature, which is thus re- 
prefented by Maimonides” ; *“ a man comes ‘to the 
fanbedrim, and fays, this young woman J mar- 
ried, and [ did not find her virginities ; and when 
I enquired into the matter, it appeared to me that 
fhe had played the whore under me, after I had be- 
trothed her; and thefe are my witneffes, that fhe 
played the whore before them.” 
¥. 15. Then fhall the father and the mother of the 
damfel take, &c.|) Power from the court, accord- 
ing to the Targum of Fonathan , having leave and 


87 
in her parents pofleffion, and kept by them asa 
witnefs of her purity, fhould there ever be any oc- 
cafion for it: and which were to be brought unto 
the elders of the city in the gate ; which fat in’ the 
gate of the city to try caufes : the Z. argum of Fo- 
nathan calls it the gate of the fanhedrim, or court 
of judicature ; and, according to Maimonides 4 , 
thiscourt was the court of twenty-three Judges ; 
for this was a capital crime accufed of, a caule re- 
lating to life and death, which could not be heard 
and tried in a leffer court. 

¥.16. And the damfel’s father fhall fay unto the 
elders, 8ec.| Not her mother; hence we learn, 
fays Yarcht, that a woman has not power, (or is 
notallowed) to {peak before men ; that is, in pub- 
lic s fee 1 Cor. xiv. 34. and it was moft proper for 
a father to appear in court for her, and defend her ; 
and if fhe had no parents living, then thofe that 
brought her up, her guardians, that had the edu- 
cation of her, and placing her out in marriage, 
were to undertake her caufe , or, as Fofepbis * fays, 
thofe that were next akin to her ; or, as Aben 
Ezra, one appointed by the court: J gave my 
daughter unto this man to’wife, and, by the Fewr/h 
canons *, aman might give his daughterin mar- 
riage, but a woman might not : and he hateth ber; 
has taken a diflike to her, and wants to be rid of 
her, and therefore has brought this infamous ac- 
tion againft her. 

¥. 17. And lo, he hath given occafion of fpeech 
againft her, &c.}] In the neighbourhood where 
they dwell ; has been the caufe of perfons {peaking 
reproachfully of her, as one of ill fame: faying, I 
found not thy daughter a maid; fo that it fees he 
faid this not only to his neighbours, and before a 
court of judicature, but to the parents of the dam- 
fel: and yet thefe are the tokens of my daughter's vir- 
ginity; which were brought with him, and pro- 
duced in open court : and they phall fpread the cloth 
before the elders of the city; that they might have 
ocular proof and evidence of the truth of what 
he faid, by having fpread before them the theet 
ftained with the blood of her virginity upon her 
hufband’s firft conerefs with her. It feems that 
the mother, as well as the father, were prefent and 
concerned in this action ; for it is faid, they foall 
Jpread ; and though the mother might not fpeak, 
fhe was the proper perfon to bring this cloth, and 
fpread it; and indeed it was particularly in her 
care and keeping ; for we are told‘, that two per- 
fons called [393w ty the friends of the bride and 
bridegroom, went firft into their bed-chamber, and 
thoroughly examined the bed, whether there was 
any thing relating to the fign of virginity, by 
which one might impofe upon another; and they 
ftood all night keeping watch with creat joy and 
chearfulnefs, as if they had been the guards ‘of a 
king and queen; (to whichis thought the allufion 
isin Yobn iti. 29.) their bufinefs was, when the bride- 
groom and bride came out, to rufh in immediately, 
and examine all things again ; and knowing and 
owning the former linen fheetsin which they had 


licenfe granted them to do what follows, thefe|lain, took them and delivered them to the mo- 


were to, and would concern themfelves in fuch an 
affair, partly for the credit and reputation of their 
child, and partly for their own honour, who were 
in danger, as Zarchi obferves, of coming into con- 
tempt for their ill education of her: and bring 
forth the tokens of the damfel’s virginity ; the theet 
fhe lay in when fhe firft bedded with her hufband, 


“ Hierozoic.. par. 1. 1. 2. ©. 45. col. 491. 
chot Naarah Betulah, c. 3. §. 6. 4 Ibid. §. 3. 
* Nachman. apud Fagium in loc, 


Schindler. Lex. Pentaglott, col 260, 261. 


ther. Nor need fpreading fuch a cloth before the 
court be thought unlikely becaufe of the indecency 
of it, when it is obferved that perfons and things 
much more filthy came under the cognizance and 
examination of the priefts, as leprous, menftruous, 
and profluvious perfons, and their refpeétive dif 
orders ; nor is it at all improbable, that there fhould 
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be fych evident tokens as are faid to be given, 
when it is obferved, efpecially of the Fewi/b wo- 
men, at what a tender age they were marriage- 
able, and were frequently married, namely, when 
twelve years and one day old. And the Africans, 
as we are told", have a cuftom with them fimilar 
to this at a wedding , ‘* a feaft is prepared, and a 
certain woman waits without, until the bride is 
lain with ; and then a linen cloth, ftained with 
blood, is reached out to her, which the carries in 
her hands, and fhews to the guefts, crying out 
svith a loud voice that this was a virgin hitherto un- 
corrupt ; then fhe, with other women, are {plen- 
didly received, firft by the parents of the bride: 
groom, and then of the bride; but if the does 
not appear to be a virgin, fhe is returned to her 
parents under the difgrace of all, and the mar- 
riage made null and void.” Indeed there are fome 
Fewifh writers, that interpret this cloth in a parabo- 
lical and allegorical fenfe, and uhderftand by it 
witnefles that would make the cafe as clear and 
plain as the fpreading out a cloth or garment. 
They fuppofe that before the damfel was lain with, 

e was examined by feveral matrens, who decla- 
ting herto be a virgin, gave it under their hands in 
writing to her parents, which they were capable of 
producing in court when there was occafion for it ; 
fo Farchi fays, this is a parable; the meaning jis, 
they made things as clear and as plain as a new cloths 
with which agrees the Talmud” he feems to have 
taken it from, where on thefe words, and they /hall 
{pread the cloth, this remark is made ; but the literal 
fenfe feems bett. 

y. 18. And the elders of that city fhail take the 
man, and chaftife bim ;| Not with words, but blows. 
Farchi interprets it of beating, and fo does the 
Talmud * , and both the Zargums of Onkelos and 
Fonathan render it, ‘* fhall beat him ;” that is, 
with the beating or fcourging of forty {tripes, 
fave one. 

y.19. And they foall amerce him in an hundred 
fhekels of filver, &c.] Which was about twelve 
pounds of our money ; this was double the dowry 


he would have been obliged to have given her, if|tery, and is the fame with that in Lev. xx. 10. © 


he had put her away; which he might have done 
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the hufband of the damfel Iaid to her charge, that. 
fhe was no virgin when married to him, and fhe 
had committed whoredom, of which there was 
plain proof : and the tokens of virginity be not found 
for the damfel,; by her parents, or thofe who had 
the care of her; or no fufficient reafon could be af- 
figned for the want of them, through any family- 
defect, or any diforder of her own ; which, as 
Maimonides * {ays, the judges were to enquire 
into, 

¥. 21. Then they fhall bring out the damfel to the 
door of her father’s boufe, &c.| For his greater dif- 
grace, and asa fort or punifhment for his neglect 
of her education, not taking care to inftruét her, 
and bring her up in a better manner: and the men 
of her city foail fione her with ftones that fhe die, 
which was the*death this fort of adulterefiés were 
put to ; others was by ftrangling, and the daughter of 
a prieft was to be burnt ; fee Lev, xx. 10, and xxi. 
g. which fhews that this fin was committed by her 
after her efpoufals, as Jarchi and Aben Ezra note ; 
or otherwife it would have been only fimple forni- 
cation, which was not punifhable with death; de- 
caufe foe hath wrought folly in Ifrael; a fin, asall 
fin is folly, and elpecially any notorious one, as 
this was ; and which is aggravated by its being 
done in J/rael, among a people profeffing the true 
religion, and whom God had chofen and feparated 
from all others to be a holy people to himfelf : to 
play the whore in her father’s bouje ; where fhe con- 
tinued after her efpoufals, until fhe was taken to 
the houfe of her hufband, to confummate the mar- 
riage ; and between the one and the other was this 
fin committed, and which is another reafon for her 
execution at the door of her father’s houfe : /o /halt 
thou put evil away from among you ; deter others 
from it by fuch an example, and remove the guilt 
of it from them, which otherwife would lie upon 
them, if punifhment was not infli€ted; the Tar- 
gum of Jonathan interprets it of the putting away 
of her that did the evil. 

y¥.22. If a man be found hing with a woman 
married to an hufband, &c.\ This law refpeéts adul- 


then they foall both of them die , with the ftrang- 


with lefs trouble, and with a greater certainty of|ling of a napkin, as the ZYargum of Fonathan, 


being rid of her; but being willing to fave that 
expence, took this wicked method to accufe her 
falfly ; and therefore is mulcted double that fum : 
and give them unto the father of the damfel, as a fort 

_ of fatisfaction or reparation for the fcandal brought 
upon him and his family; if the damfel was fa- 
therlefs, Maimonides’ fays, fhe was to have them 
herfelf : decaufe he hath brought up an evil name up- 
on a virgin in Ifrael, detamed her among her 
neighbours and acquaintance, or brought a falfe ac- 
cufation againft her in court ; alledging fhe was not 
a virgin when he married her, when fhe was one, 
which was a very great injury to her character : and 
foe foall be his wife, he may not put her away all his 
days; and fo he was difappointed in his view of 
getting rid of her, and obliged to retain her as his 
wife, though hated, and was not fuffered to di- 
vorce her as longas he lived ; which was permitted 
and connived atin other men, and which he might 
have done before, without bringing fuch a charge 
againtt her ; all which muft be very mortifying to 
him, as to be whipped, to pay a fine, keep his 
wife, and not allowed ever to divorce her. 


y. 20. But if this thing be true, &c.] Which 


* Joan, Leon. Defcript. Africe, I. 3. p. 325 
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which is the death fuch perfons were put to; and is 
always meant when death is fimply {poken of, and 
it is not {pecified what death ; fee the note on the 
above place both the man that lay with the woman, 
and the woman; they were both to die, and to die 
the fame death : /o halt thou put away evil from Ij- 
rael; fuch that do it, as the above Targum ; fee 
the note on the preceding verfe. ~1 

¥. 23. If a dam/él that is a virgin be betrathed un- 
to an bufband, &c.| But not married, not as yet 
brought home to her hufband’s houfe, and the 
marriage confummated ; for the Yews diftinguith 
between being betrothed or efpoufed, and married ; 
and generally there was fome time between the one 
and the other. And a wife was obtained in this 
way by three things; by money, which was the 
moft ufual, and by writing, which was to be done 
before witneffes, and with her confent; and by co- 
pulation, which, though valid, was not fo much 
approved of *. There is a whole treatife in the 
Mifnab, called Kiddujhin, or Efpoufals, which 


largely treats of this matter: and a man her 


in the city, and lie with ber , with her confent, as 
might be prefumed by her not crying out, when, 
"had 
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had fhe, fhe might have been heard, being in aj 
city; and her being there alfo makes againft her, 
fince being betrothed to a man, fhe ought to have 
abode in her father’s houfe till Ker hufband_ fetched 
her home, and not to have gadded abroad in the 
city, where fhe was expofed to temptation. 

¥.24. Then ye foall bring them both out unto the 
gate of the city, 8c.| Where. the fact was.commit- 


89 
other place: and the betrothed dam/fel cried as it 
might be concluded..from the above circumftance 
fhe did, and as fhe herfelf declared, and which he 
could not gainfay, or however difprove : and there 
was none to fave her ; to help her againft him, and 
deliver her out of his-hands. 

¥. 28: If a man find a. damfel that is a Virgins 
which is not betrothed; &c.| That is, meets with 


ted; the Zarguim of Jonathan is, ‘ tothe gate ofjone in a- field, which is not efpoufed.to a man ; 


the court of judicature, which is in that. city :” 
and ye foall flone them with frones that they die 
aman that lay with a married woman, he and: fhe 
were to be ftrangled ; but this fort of adulterers 
and adulterefles were to be ftoned, and ’tis thought 
thatof this fort was the woman {poken of in Fohn 
Vill. 3, 4,5 the damfel becaufe foe cried not being 
in the city, and the man. becaufe be hath humbled his 
neighbour's wife ; as fhe was by efpoufal, by con- 
tract, by promife, and fo was guilty of adultery, 
which was punifhable with death : /o thou shalt put 
away evil from among you; fee ¥. 21, 22. 

¥.25, But if a man find a betrothed damfel in the 
Jield, &c.] Alone, and where fhe might cry out, and 
none hear, nor were any to help her : and @ man 
force her, and lie with ber; or take faft and ftrong 


and the man is fuppofed,to. be an unmarried man, 
as appears by what follows : and lay hold on bers 
and lie with ber, the yielding to it; and to is not 
expreflive of a rape, asin ¥.25. where a different 
word from this is there ufed ; which fignifies taking 
{trong hold of her, and ravifhing her by force ; 
yetthis, though owing to his firft violent feizure of 
her, and fo different from what was obtained by en- 
ticing words, profeffions,of love, and promifes of 
marriage, and the like, as in Exod. xxii. 16, 17. 
but not without her confent: and they be found; 
in the field together, and in the fact 5 or however 
there are witnefles of it, or they themfelvyes have 
confeffed it, and perhaps betrayed by her preg- 
nancy. . 

¥.29. Then the man that lay with her fhall give 


bold on ber® ; fo that fhe is not able'to get out of junto the damfel’s father 50 thekels of fiver, &c.] 
his hands, and make her efcape, he being ftronger/For the abufe of his daughter ; and befides this 
than fhe, and fo commits a rape upon her: then the|was obliged to give her her dowry alfo, as Philo 4 
man only that lay with ber foall die; he being guilty |fays, which is commonly faid to be 50 more: and 
of adultery, in lying with a woman efpoufed to!fhe fhall be bis wife ; if her father and the agreed to 
another man, but not fhe, becaufe fhe confented]it ; and in fuch a cafe, the man was not at his li- 


not to it. 
¥.26. But unto the damfel thou foalt do nothing, 
&c.] Neither amerce her, nor beat her, and much 
Jefs punifh her with death: shere is in the dam/el 
no fin worthy of death ; becaufe what was done to 
her was done without her will and confent, and was 
what fhe was forced to fubmit unto ; but the Zar- 
gum of Fonathan adds, that the man to whom fhe 
was betrothed might difmifs her from himfelf by 
a bill of divorce: for as when a man rifeth againft 
his neighbcur, and flayeth him, even fo is this matter ; 
as when a man comes unawares upon another, and 
Jays hold on him, and kills him, being ftronger 
than he, and none to help; fo is the cafe of a 
woman laid hold on by a man in a field, and ravifh- 
ed by him, where no help could be had; and de- 
priving a woman of her chaftity, is like taking 
away a man’s life; from this paflage Maimo- 
nides « concludes, that impurities, incefts, and adul- 
teries, are equal to murder, to capital cafes relating 
to life and death. 
¥.27. For be found ber in the field, &c.] Which 
is a circumftance in her favour, from which it might 
be prefumed, that fhe was forced, and did not con- 
fent ; for had the fin been committed by agreement, 
they would doubtlefs have betook themfelves to an- 


berty to refufe, be fhe what fhe would, agreeable 
or not, handfome or ugly ; he muft, as the Jews 
exprefs it, drink out of his pot, or marry her, if 
fhe is lame, or blind, or full of ulcers * : decaufe 
he hath humbled ber, be may not put her away all bis 
days ; to all the other parts of his punifhment; 
paying a fine of fifty fhekels to the damfel’s father, 
a dowry of the fame fum to her, obligation to marry 
her whether he likes her or no, this is added, that- 
he is not allowed to divorce her as long as he lives; 
which was permitted to other men, and this was 
wifely ordered to preferve chattity. 

¥. 30. A man foall not take his father’s wifes 
&c.] Not marry her, whether his own mother, or 
a {tep-mother ; or even, as Aven Ezra thinks, any 
one that was deflowered by his father. ‘archi in- 
terprets it of his father’s brother’s wife, which he 
was obliged to marry by virtue of the law in Deus. 
xxv. 5. nor difcover his father’s fkirt, or lie with 
her his father had thrown his fkirt over, or mar- 
ried ; and which being the firft, is mentioned here 
as a fample to all the reft forbidden Lev. xviii. 7; 
or, as bifhop Patrick exprefles it, is a fort memo- 
randum to make them careful to. obferve all the 
other laws refpecting inceftuous marriages and co- 
pulations there delivered. 
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(\,RDERS are here given to reftrain certain per- 
O fons from entering into the congregation 
of the Lord, ¥. 1—8. and to take care that there 
be no unclean perfon in the camp, or any in- 
decent thing done in it, ¥. 9g—r4. to protect fu- 
gitive fetvants, and not deliver them up to their 
mafters, ¥. 15, 16. not to fuffer a filthy perfon to 


mn prem & apprehenderit (in) eam, Pagninus, Mentanus ; & apprehendens eam, Pifcator. 
°, 4 De fpecial, Leg. p. 


Yefede hatorah, c. 5. §. 1 
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be among, them, of any filthy thing to be brought 
into the houfe of God for a vow, ¥.17, 18. then - 
follow fome laws againft ufury, and for the pay- 
ment of vows, ¥. 19—23. and the chapter is con- 
cluded with fome directions how to behave in a 
neighbour’s vineyard, or ftanding corn, y¥. 24, 
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iy. 1+ He that is wounded in the ftones, 8ec.| In 
any of them, not accidentally, but purpofely ; 
which are crufhed and bruifed by the hands of 
men, with a defign to make him unfit for genera- 
tion, orto make an eunuch of him: or that bath 
his privy member cut off ; by himfelf or another, 
and is a thorough eunuch by the hands of men ; 
for of fuch eunuchs that are made by men, and 
not born fo, the law {peaks ; fo Maimonides in- 
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verfe, and from the tong camille being an 


lute and perfect one; yet according to the Yea 
their 


writers there were ways and means by which 
pofterity became legitimate ; fo they fay, baftards 
may be purified (or legitimated) how? if one mar- 
ries a fervant maid, the child is a feryant, who if 
he becomes free, (his) fon isafree man’. 

y. 3. An Ammonite or Moabite fhall not enter into 
the congregation of the Lord, &c.| ‘Or marry an 


terprets it‘ ; fee the note on Matt. xix. 12. /hall| [/raelitifh woman, as Farchi, and {6 th aan of — 
es 


not enter into the congregation of the Lord; whichis 
to be underftood not of the fanctuary of the Lord, 


ot of being refufed admittance into the church of} Lord”; for the Fews reftrain this to men,” 
8 men, 


God, and to join in religious rites, and partake of 
facred ordinances, which all J/raelites, and ‘ftran- 
gers that were profelytes, had a right unto; fuch 
might bring their offerings, keep the paffover, &c. 
Exod. xii.” 48, 49. Lev. xxii. 18. Numb. ix. 14. 


Jonathan, “the male Ammonites and-Moabites are 
not fit to take a wife of the congregation “of the 

Beibute 
it is, as Aben Ezra obferves, an Ammonife, not an 


Ammonitefs, 2 Moabite, not a Moabiteft ;” they al- 
low that females of thofe nations might be*married’ 
to Jraelites, that is, provided they were profélytef- 
fes, as Ruth was™: even to their OPES 


and xv. 14, 15. nor of the commonwealth of J/-|/ball they not enter into the congregation of the Lord. 
rael, as-if unfit to be members of civil fociety; it} /or ever; that is, not only to the tenth generation, 


cannot be thought that fuch defects fhould abridge 
them of their civil rights and privileges ¢ but by 
the congtegation is to -be underftood ‘the elders, 
judges, “and’‘reprefentatives of the people, that 
met together in fome one place to execute judg- 
ment ; fee Numb. xxxv. 12, 24, 25. Pf. 1xxxii. 
1, into which fuch perfons were not to be ad- 
mitted’; either becaufe difgraceful and difhonour- 
able, or becaufe of the influence fuch defects have 
on their minds, they thereby becoming effeminate, 
irrefolute, and wanting courage, ‘as well as in’ op- 
pofition to the cuftoms and ufages of the heathens, 
with whom it was common to admit fuch perfons 
to civil offices; hence the word eunuch is fome- 
times ufed for an officer, Gen. xxxvii. 36. and elfe- 
where ; the Fews ® reftrain this law to marriage, 
but unneceffarily. 

¥.2. A baftard fhall not enter into the congrega- 
tion of the Lord, &c.] That is born of whore- 
dom, as the Targum of onathan; and for the 
fake of avoiding whoredom and deterring from it 
was this law made, ‘according te Maimonides *, that 
adulterers might fee, as he obferves,-that they af- 
fe& their whole family with an irreparable ftain, 
fhould they commit fuch an infamous action; tho’ 


the ‘ews commonly interpret it of one that is- 


barn of any of thofe inceftuous copulations for- 
bidden in Lev. xviii. which they gather from this 
following upon, and ‘being near unto one of thofe 
incefts mentioned in the laft verfe of the preceding 
chapter *; and it is a rule with them *, that per- 
fons born of fuch copulations were reckoned _baf- 
tards; now fuch an one, according to Farchi, 
might not marry an Jraelitif woman, or rather 
might not be admitted into the affembly of el- 
ders, or bear any ‘public office. Fephthab may feem 
to be an objection to this, who was the fon of an 


harlot, Fudg. xi. 1. which might be owing to the. 


badnefs of the times, the laws of God being neg- 
leéled, or to the providence of God fo ordering it, 
who is not bound by his own laws, thoughy men 
are; nor was he the fon of a common harlot, nor 
‘of an inceftuous perfon, but of his father’s con- 
cubine ; befides fome think fuch only are intended 
who were born of ftrangers and not J/raelites: even 
unto bis tenth generation, fhall be not enter into the 
congregation of the Lord; which feems as if he 
might at the eleventh ; but it is generally inter- 


but for ever; and this law was underftood as in 
force in Nehemiah’s time, which was more than 
ten generations from the making of it; though 
now as thefe nations are no more a diftinét people, 
they fuppofe it is no longer binding". 
¥. 4. Becaufe they met you not with bread ond 
with water, &c.| “Lo fupply them therewith, ei- 
ther as a gift, which was a piece of humanity to 
{trangers and travellers, or rather to fell unto them, 
for on no other terms did the Jraelites defire their 
bread and their water: in the way when ye came 
forth out of Egypt; not as foon as they came forth 
from thence, for it was near forty years after; but 
it was while they were in the way from thence, ‘as 
they were journeying to the land of Canaan, and 
fo were travellers, and fhould have had kindnefs 
fhewn them as fuch; for though they needed not, 
bread and water, God providing both for them, 
yet this does not excufe the inhumanity of thefe 
people : the words are to be underftood by way of 
diftribution; this charge here only belongs to the 
Ammonites, for it appears that the Moabites did 
give thém bread and water for money, ch. if. 28, 
29. as what follows belongs peculiarly to the Moa- 
bites and not the Ammonites: and becaufe they bired 
againft thee Balaam the fon of Pethor of Mefopota- 
mia, to curfe thee, this the Moabites did in con- 
junction with the Midianites, but the Ammonites 
had no concern in it; fee Numb. xxii. 7. it was not 
therefore becaufe the Moadites and Ammonites were 
born in inceft that they were forbidden entrance in- 
to the congregation of the Lord; which might have 
been thought to have been the reafon of it, thefe 
inftances following upon the former, had not thefe. 
reafons been affigned. — ae 
¥. 5. Neverthelefs the Lord thy God would not 
bearken unto Balaam, &c.} To his folicitations, and 
the methods he took to prevail on the Lord to fuffer 
him to curfe /rael, which he gladly would have 
done for the fake of Balak’s reward: but the Lord 
thy'God ‘turned the curfe into a bleffing unto thee; 
in the very mouth of Balaam, as the Targum of 
Fonathan; tor when he opened his mouth and Balak 
expected he would have curfed J/rael, and he 
tended it, could he have been permitted, the I c 
over-ruled his tongue, and put fuch words into his 
mouth, that inftead of curfing J/rae/, he blefie 
him ; fee Numb. xxiii. 1. becaufe the Lord th 


preted never, as is gathered from the following |/oved thee; and therefore would not fuffer nen 
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be kaa for whom’ the Lord loves they ate [to meet the enémy and fight him: then keep thee 


bleffed, and fhall be fo in time and to eternity. 
y. 6, Thou fbalt not feek their peace nor their pro- 
Jperity all thy days for ever.) Not that they were to 


from every wicked thing ; the Targum of Fonathan 
adds by way of explanation, “ from ftrange wor- 
fhip, uncovering of nakednefg, and from fhedding 


retain malice towards them, or indulge a fpirit of |innocent blood”; that is, from idolatry, unclean- 


revenge, or not do them any good offices in a pri- 
yate way, which is contrary to the law of love; 
nor does this contradict any offices of kindnefs and 
friendfhip that might be performed in a perfonal 
way ; fo we find that David’ had a kindnefs for 
Hanun the Ammonite, and fhewed it, though ill re- 
warded for it, yet is not blamed for doing it; 2 Sam. 
x. 2. for thefe words refpeft not perfons in a pri- 
vate capacity, but the people of J/rae/ as a body 
politic, who, as fuch, were not to carry on trade 
and commerce with thofe people, nor intermarry 
with them, nor make leagues and enter into alli- 
ances with them ; the reafon of which was, becaufe 
being very near neighbours to them, had there not 
been fuch a law, as a wall of partition between 
them, they might have become very familiar, and 
fo have learnt their evil ways and cuftoms, which 
this was defigned to prevent: the Yews reftrain° 
this to overtures and proclamations of peace, which 
they were not to make with thefe nations, as they 
were direéted to do when they went out to war with 
others, ch. xx. 10. ”* 

¥. 7. Thou foalt not abbor an Edomite, &c.] Or 
an Idumean, the defcendants of E/au, whofe name 
was Edom, Gen. xxv. 30. the Targum of Fonathan 
adds, “‘ that comes to be made a profelyte” ; he 
was not to be rejected with abhorrence, becaufe of 
the old grudge between Facob and Efau, and which 
was become national in their pofterity : for be is 
thy brother, the I/raelites and the Edomites were 
neareft a-kin to each other of all the nations ; for 
Facob and Efau were own brothers by father’s and 
mother’s fide, yea were twin-brothers ; the relation 
was very near: thou fhalt not abhor an Egyptian ; 
that. comes to be made a profelyte alfo, as the 
fame Targum, though the J/raelites were fo ill ufed 
by them, their lives made bitter with hard bon- 
dage, and their male infants flain by them, and 
they for a long time refufed their liberty to de- 
part: Jecaufe thou waft a stranger in bis land, and 
at firft received many favours and kindneffes from 
them, being fupported and fupplied with provifi- 
ons during'a long famine; and had~one of the 
richeft and moft fruitful parts of the country 
affigned them to dwell in; and old favours were 

o 
not to be forgotten, though they had been followed 
with great unkindnefs and cruelty. 

yx. 8. The children that are begotten of them, &c.] 
Of fuch as became profelytes: /hall enter into the 
congregation of the Lord, in their third generation ; 
not in the third generation from the time that this 
Jaw was made, but from the time that any of them 
fhould embrace the true religion ; their fons were 
the fecond generation, and their grandchildren the 
third ; and juch might be admitted into the con- 
gregation, and be reckoned as of them, both in their 


nefs of every fort, and murder; and all other 
wickedneffes ought to be abftained from at all 
times by all perfons, but efpecially by foldiers in 
fuch a circumtftance, juft going to battle; fince fin 
committed weakens natural courage, as it loads the 
confcience with guilt; and fince victory and fuc- 
cefs; which depend upon the bleffing of God on 
arms, cannot be reafonably expected, where vices of 
all forts are indulged and abound; and efpecially 
feeing fuch are about to expofe their lives to the 
utmoft danger, and know not but that in a few 
hours they muft exchange this life for another, 
and appear before God the judge of all, againft 
whom they fin; and yet how little are thefe things 
thought of by fuch in common! it was the wifdom 
of the Few legiflature, which was of God, to in- 
culcate fuch things into the minds of their foldiers. 

¥. 10. If there be among you any man that is not 
clean, &c.} Any unclean perfon in the army, that 
was even ceremonially unclean in any of the in- 
ftances the law makes fo, one of which put for 
the reft is mentioned: by reafon of uncleannefs that 
chanceth him by night ; through pollution by a noc- 
turnal flux, as the Septuagint verfion, or a gonor- 
hea, an involuntary one, occafioned by impure 
thoughts and imaginations in dreams; the fame 
cafe as in Lev. xv. 16. then fhall he go abroad out 
of the camp; out of the army, left others fhould 
be defiled by fuch; they not having houfes to re- 
tire to, and chambers to keep themfelves in fepa- 
rate from others, as when at home: be jhall not 
come within the camp; that is, not till he has done 
what is prefcribed him in the next verfe, Farchi 
fays he might not come into the camp of the Le- 
vites, and much lefs into the camp of God. 

¥. 11. But it foall be when evening cometh on, 
&c.] When the day declines and it is near fun- 
fetting: he hall wafh himfelf with water, dip 
himfelf all over in water, not only wafh his gar- 
ments but his flefh: and when the fun is down he 
Joall come into the camp again; and take his place 
and rank in the army. Now if all this was _ne- 
ceffary on account of ceremonial uncleannefs, 
which as much as poflible was to be avoided, 
how much more careful were they to be of mo- 
ral uncleannefs, as fornication, adultery, and all 
forts of debauchery and lewdnefs? and yet nothing 
more frequent among thofe that are of the military 
order ; it would be well if there was no occafion 
for the reproach Maimonides 4 cafts upon the camps 
of the heathens, among whom, no doubt, he 
means chriftians, if not principally ; when he ob- 
ferves that thefe orders were given, that this might 
be deeply fixed in the mind of every one, that 
their camp ought to be holy as the fanctuary of 
God, and not like the camps of the Gentiles, in 


civil and church-ftate, and be capable of ferving| which abound corruptions of all kinds, tranfgref- 


even offices among them, and of marriage with 
them, as the Zargum of Fonathan, which fome of 
the Yews interpret of males only, for females, ac- 
cording to them, might be married immediately 
as foon as made profelytes, in which way they ac- 


count for the lawfulnefs of Solomon’s marriage of | thou /halt go forth 


Pharaok’s daughter ». 


fions, rapines, thefts and other fins. 

¥. 12. Thou fhalt have alfo a place without the 
camp, &c.|_ A place prepared, as the Zargums of 
Onkelos and Fonathan, provided on purpofe for the 
ufe hereafter fuggefted; fo Ben Melech: whither 
abroad; to do the neceflities of 
nature, which they were to do without the camp, 


¥. 9. When the hoft goeth forth againft thine ene {not in any place they thought fit and moft con- 
mies, cc.) An army of foldiers march in order | venient, but what was appointed for that purpofe. 


® Hilchot Melachim, c. 6. §. 6. 
Nevochim, par. 3. ¢. 41. 
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Lae And thou foalt have a paddle upon thy| fervant which is efcaped from bis mafter ‘unto thee 


weapon,.&c.} A nail or fpike, fome kind of in- 
ftrument to make a hole in the ground with, which 
‘was faftened to the fword upon their loins; which 
was to be inftead of a fpade or mattock to dig 
with: and it fhall be when thou halt éafe thyfelf a- 
broad, without the camp, in the place appointed 
for that ule, whenever nature required {lich an ac- 
tion to be performed; shou fhalt dig therewith, 
with the paddle, an hole in the earth: The E/ 
fenes ufed, according to Fo/epbus, to make it a foot 
deep with a fpade or mattock, and to every one 
that was newly admitted among them, a little pick: 
ax was given for that purpofe': and fhalt turn 
back; having eafed nature: and cover that which 
cometh from thee, their dung, with the earth they 
dug out of the hole they made. This law was 
‘made to preferve modefty and decency becoming 
men, and not act like brute beafts, as well as 
cleanlinefs in the camp and the health of them- 
felves and their fellow-foldiers ; and that they might 
not be offenfive to the fmell, as well as pernicious 
to the health of one another ; and efpeciaily for a 
reafon that follows in the next verfe; fo Maimoni- 
des* fays the intention of this law is efpecially 
cleanlinefs, ‘and to avoid naftinefs, filthinefs, and 
impurities of every kind, that men might not be 
ike the brute animals. 

y. 14. For the Lord thy God walketh in the midft 
of thy camp, &c.] In the tabernacle, which moved 
when the hoft marched after the camps of Judah 
and Reuben, and before thofe of Ephraim and Dan, 
in the midft of them: this was the pofition of it 
whilft in the wildernefs, and afterwards when they 
came into'the land of Canaan, and went to war 
with their enemies, the ark fomeétimes went with 
them, the fymbol of the divine prefence; and here 
it is made a reafon why they fhould avoid all un- 
cleannefs, fince the holy God, or that token of his 
prefence, was in the midft of them: ¢o deliver 
thee, and give up thine enemies before thee, to fave 
them from falling into the hands of their enemies, 
and to deliver their enemies into their hands, which 
depended not upon their numbers, ftrength and 
fkill, but on the prefence, providence, and power 
of God with them ; wherefore, as the above wri- 
ter' obferves by thefe actions (of purity and clean- 
linefs) God meant to confirm the faith of thofe that 
engaged in war, that the divine majefty dwelt a- 
mong them; for which reafon fuch orders were 
ftrictly to be obferved by them: sherefore fhall thy 
camp be boly,; both in a moral and ceremonial 
fenfe: that be fee no unclean thing in thee; whether 
natural, moral or ceremonial; the word here ufed 
fignifies fuch nakednefs as is forbidden to be un- 
covered, Lev. xviii. Hence Maimonides * applies 
it to whoredom ; for he fays, ‘* by this phrafe God 
meant to deter and dehort from whoredom, which 
is too ufual and common among foldiers, as long 

-ag they are abfent from their own houfes; that 
therefore we may be delivered and abftain from 
thofe impure works, God has commanded fuch 
things to be done, which may bring to our re- 
membrance that his glory dwels in the midft: of 
us”: and turn away from thee, and fo they fall into 
the hands of their enemies, and become an: eafy 
prey t6 them, their God having forfaken them , 
and that'this might not'be their cafe, eare fhould 
be taken not to offend him, and caufe him: to de- 
part from them. 

¥. 15. Thou foalt not deliver unto his mafter, the 
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That is, one that has been ufed ill by a cruel “J 
tyrannical mafter, and was in danger of his ‘fe 
with him, or -of being lamed by him, and there-” 
fore obliged to make his efcape from him on that 
account ; fuch an one when he fell into the hands 
of an J/raelite was not to be taken and bound, an 
fent back to his mafter again, but was to be re- 
tained till his mafter’s anger fubfided,; or however 
until inquiry could be made into the caufe of the 
difference between him and his mafter, and mat- 
ters be made up between them to mutual fatisfac- 
tion ; or if it appeared’that the flight of the fer- 
vant was juft, and it was not fafe for him to re- 
turn to his mafter, then he was to be uled as here- 
after directed ; for it cannot be thought that this 
law was made to encourage and protect every idle, 
difobedient and fugitive fervant, which ‘would be 
very finful and unjuft; the Zewyh writers gene- 
rally underftand it of the fervants of idolaters flee- 
ing for the fake of religion; Owkelos renders it, 
‘a fervant of the people”, of heathen people; 
the Targum of Jonathan is, ‘* thou fhalt not deli-. 
ver a ftranger (2. e. a profelyte of righteoufhefs, as 
Maimonides” calls this fervant) into the hands’ of 
thofe that worthip idols, but he fhall be delivered by 
you, that he may be under the fhadow of my Sde- 
kinah, becaufe that he fled from the worfhip of his 
idol.”? _ Farchi makes mention of another fenfe ; 
that it may be underftood of ‘* a Canaanitifh fer- 
vant of an J/raelite that flees (from his mafter) 
without the land, where he was not obliged to 
go with him, and ferve him againft his will; but 
I fuppofe a profelyte is meant’; and much more 
then will this hold good of an Hebrew fervant in 
fuch circumftances. ben Ezra interprets this of © 
a fervant not an J/raelite, who in time of war flees 
from his mafter not an J/raelite alfo, unto the 
camp of J/rael, and that for the glory of the di- 
vine name which is called upon J/rae/; fuch an 
one, though a fervant, might not be delivered t 
his mafter. +. trek Citas 

y. 16. He fhall dwell in thee, even among you, 
&c.] This feems to confirm the fenfe of it, be- 
ing a ftranger, a profelyte-fervant that is here fpo- 
ken of, fince the law provides for his dwelling a- 
mong the J/raelites: in that place he fhall chufe, in 
one of thy gates where it liketh bim bet; he was not 
to be detained by the perfon that took him up in 
his own houfe, or be obliged to dwell in any cer- 
tain place under a reftraint, but he might take up 
his abode in any of the cities of J/rael, which 
would be moft for his good, profit and advantage : 
thou foalt not opprefs him; by words, as the Tar- 
gum of Fonathan adds, ‘‘ calling him a fugitive 
fervant, or by any opprobrious name.”, 

y. 17. There foall be no whore of the daughters of 
Tfrael, &c.] The word for whore is Kedefhab, which 
properly fignifies an oly one; and here, by an 
Antipbrafis, an unholy, an impure perfon, one 
that is defiled by man ; fee the note on Gen. XXXViii. 
18. archi interprets the word, one that makes. 
herfelf common, that is fanctified, or fet apart ; 
that is, one that feparates herfelf for fick Gevice 
and proftitutes herfelf to every one that paffes-by 
but fome underftand this not of common harlots i 
the ftreets, but of facred whores, or 
confecrated to heathen deities,, as fur re W 
to Venus. Strabo * tells us, that the temple of 
nus at Corinth was fo rich, that more t 
thoufand of thofe facred harlots were k 
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inen and women had devoted to that goddefs ;|free’’ : a whore and a dogare fitly put together, be- 


and fo a multitude of the fame fort were at Comana, 
which he calls little Corinth ¥ ; now thefe of all 
harlots being the moft abominable, are forbidden 
to be among the daughters of J/rael: nor a fodo- 
mite of the fons of Lrael,; by the fame rule that 
Kedefoah is rendered a whore in the preceding 
claufe, Kadefh fhould be rendered an whoremon- 
ger here, as in the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin 
verfions; though Aven Ezra interprets it paffively, 
one that is lain with, and Farchi one that is pre- 
pared to lye with a male, that profticutes his body 
in this unnatural way; and it looks as if there 
were fuch fort of perions facred to idols, fince we 
read of the houfes of the Sodomites, which were 
by, or rather in the houfe of the Lord, 2 Kings 
xxiii. 7. 

y. 18. Thou fhalt not bring the hire of a whore, 
&c ] Which was given to her as a reward for the 
ufe of her body : or the price of a dog; not of the 
firft-born of a dog, the price for the redemption 
of it, as fome; nor for the loan of a hunting dog, 
or a fhepherd’s dog for breed, as Fo/epbus= interprets 


caufe both are libidinous, impure and impudent ; 
perhaps the vilenefs and bafenefs of the creature is 
chiefly regarded in this law, to keep up the cre- 
dit and veneration of facrifices as facred things ; 
and it may be in reference to the worthip of this 
creature, as by the Egyptians; who are faid to wor- 
fhip a dog, their god Audis, the image of which 
had a dog’s head on it; or to it’s being offered 
in facrifice to idols, as it was by others; the Co- 
lophonians {acrificed the whelps of dogs to their 
goddefs Enodius, as others did to Enyalius or 
Mars®: for even both thefe are an abomination to 
the Lord thy God, both the hire of the whore 
and the price of the dog, when brought as a fa- 
crifice to him; the one being a breach of the mo- 
ral law, and the other tending to bring into con- 
tempt the facrifices of the ceremonial law, if not 
a favouring idolatry, than which nothing is more 
abominable to God, who cannot endure any thing 
evil, bafe and impure. 

¥. 19. Thou fhalt not leid upon ufury to thy bro- 
ther, &c.] One of the fame nation and religion, 


this law. Adardinel underftands it figuratively, of|and who is in poor and neceffitous circumftances, 


a fodomite comparable to a dog, for his uncleannefs 
and impudence ; fee Rev. xxii. 15. and the price 
of fuch an one, the gain he got by the proftitution 
of his body to unnatural lufts ; and fo as the hire 
of a whore anfwers to one in the preceding verfe, 
the price of a dog to a fodomite here ; and in this 
he is followed by fome, nor is it a fenfe to be de- 
fpifed; though the Yews * underftand it literally of 
a dog, and of the exchange of another creature 
with that; fo Onkelos renders it, ‘* the exchange of 
a dog :” now neither of thefe might a man bring 
into the boufe of the Lord thy God for any vow, 
that is, when a man vowed to offer any {fa- 
crifice to the Lord, it was not to be any thing that 
was given to a whore as her hire; as for inftance, 
as Farchi, if he gave her for her hire a lamb, it 
was not fit to be offered; which agtees with the 
Fewifh» canons, “ what is the hire of a whore ? if 
one fays to a whore, take this lamb for thy hire, 
though 100, they are all forbidden; and fo if one 


and wants either food for himfelf and family, or 
money to carry on his hufbandry, till fuch times 
as the fruits of his ground will bring him in a 
fufficiency for his {upport; and the payment of 
what he borrows, and which is to be lent him 
without any intereft: as the Jews were chiefly em- 
ployed in hufbandry, and not merchandize, they 
had but little occafion to borrow, and when they 
did could not afford to pay intereft, as perfons con 
cerned in merchandize, whofe gains are great, are 
able to do; and it is but reafonable that fuch per- 
fons fhould; but that the J/raelites, when poor 
and in diftrefs, might not be bowed down under 
their burdens, this law is made for their relief: 
ufury of money, ufury of vidtuals, ufury of any thing 
that is lent upon ufury, this takes in all forts of 
ufury, whether what is lent be money or food, 
or any thing elfe, no intereft was to be taken for 
its fee the notes on Lev. xxv. 36, 37. 

¥. 20, Unto a firanger thou mayeft lend upon u- 


fays to his neighbour, Lo this lamb is thine, that|/wy, &c.] To any Gentile, though fome Fewifh 
thine handmaid may lye with my fervant, R2bdi fays| writers except the Edomites and T/bmaelites, as be- 
it is not the hire of a whore, but the wife men fay|ing brethren, and reéftrain it to the feven nations of 
it is. — If he gives her money, lo this is free ;|Canaan, but it feems to defign one that was not 
wines, oils.and fine flour, and the like, that are of-|an J/raelite, of a profelyte of tighteoufnefs, and ef-, 
fered on the altar are forbidden ; (but the commen-| pecially to regard fuch that traded and merchan- 
tators fay*, wheat, olives and grapes, out of which|dized, as the Gentiles very much did, and efpeci- 
fine flour, oil, and wine are made, are free) iffally their neighbours the Phenicians; and of fuch 
he gives her confecrated things, Jo thefe are free,/it was lawful to take intereft, as it was but reafon- 
birds, they are forbidden”. Now this law feems to|able, when they gained much by the money they 
be made in oppofition to the cuftoms and practices|lent them, and as it is but reafonable fhould be the 
of the Phanicians and Canaanites, whofe land the|cafe among Chriftians in fuch circumftances; this 
Ifraclites were going to inhabit; whofe women, as|is to be regarded not as a precept, but as a per- 
we are told *, ufed to proftitute themfelves in the] miffion: but unio thy brother thou fhalt not lend 
temples of their idols, and dedicate there the hire| upon afury , which is repeated, that it might be ta- 
of their bodies to their gods, thinking thereby to|ken notice of, and carefully obferved: that the 
appeafe their deities and obtain good things for| Lord thy God may bléfs thee in all that thou fetteft 
‘themfelves ; and the like did the Babylonians and| thine band unto, in the land whither thou goef to 
Afprians, fee the note on Mic. i. 7. fo it is afked *,| poffe/s it; for, their charity, humanity, and the 
*¢ What is the price of a dog? if a man fays to} kind ufage of their poor brethren in diftrefs, would 
his neighbour, take this lamb for that dog; fo if|not’pafs unnoticed by the Lord; but he would 
two partners divide, one takes ten (lambs) and the| make the land they tilled fruitful, and their vine- 
other nine and a dog ; what is in lieu of the dog|yards and olive-yards to produce abundance, and 
is forbidden, but thofe that are taken with him are|their flocks and their herds to increafe eee. 
which 
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which, would be a fufficient and over-recompence 
for all that they had freely lent unto their bre- 
thren, without taking any ufury of them. 


‘y. 21. When thou foalt vow a vow unto the Lord|yard, &c.] 


thy God, &c.) Which muft be of things in a 
man’s power to perform, and of what are lawful 
to be done, and according to the mind and will 
of God revealed in his word, and agreeable to the 
manner of worfhip prefcribed by him; as that he 
will offer fuch a facrifice, a free-will offering to 
him, and the like, befides what he was bound to 


do, or give fuch and fuch things for the repair of 


the fanctuary, or for the relief of the poor; fee 
the note on Numb. xxx.2. This lawis thought by 
Aben Ezra to be repeated on the mention of the 
hire of a whore, &c. being forbidden to be brought 
for a vow, ¥. 18. thou fhalt not flack to pay it; 
or delay the payment of it, but do it immediately ; 
fince zeal and affeftion might abate, and there 
might not be hereafter an ability to perform, or 


gifts of the houfe of the fanétuary, and alms to 
the poor. 
¥. 24. When thou comeft into thy neighbour’s vine- 
To take a walk in it for recreation, 
and to fee how the vines flourifh, and what fort of 
fruit and what quantity of it they bear ; being in- 
vited thither by the owner, or occafionally paffing 
that way ftept in, and even it may be on purpote 
to tafte the fruits of the vine and quench thirft 
and fatisfy appetite: then thou mayeft eat grapes thy 
ll, at thine own pleafure, as many as they would, 
till nature was fatisfied: but thou shalt not put any 
in thy veffel; to carry away, to beeaten by them or 
theirs at another time and place ; they were to put 
none into their pockets er into their bafkets, as 
the Targum of Fonathan, or whatfoever vefiel they 
might have with them in the vineyard. Yarché 
fays, the fcripture fpeaks of a workman, and only 
at the time of gathering the grapes, when he was 
putting into his mafter’s veffels, and might not 


death might come and prevent it ; the Targum of| put any into his own, and carry away ; fo the Few- 


Fonathan adds, at the three feafts, that is, of the 
paflover, pentecoft and tabernacles ; and the Few- 
i/o wrivers » fay, that no man tranfgreffes this pre- 
cept refpecting the delay of paying a vow, until 


i/o writers* generally interpret it of a workman 
only, and of his eating thofe things in which he 
works, and not of fuch as pafs by the way; fo 
the Targums: and there are many traditions in the 


the three feafts have pafled: the Lord thy God will| Mifnab * concerning this affair; as that by this law 


Surely require it of thee, exact the payment of it, 
and expect it, infift upon the performance of ‘it, 
and punifh for neglect: and it would be fin in thee, 
euilt of fin would be contracted and punifhment 
inflicted ; Alen Ezra interprets it of the latter. 

y. 22. But if thou fhalt forbear to vow, &c.] 
That a man might do, though there was ability ; 
it was expected indeed that men fhould vow and 
bring freewill-offerings in proportion to their abi- 
lity; whether they were of the greater fort, of 
the herd and flock, or of fowls, or even of fine 


a workman might eat whilft in his work, as the 
ox may whilft it is treading out the corn, and 
when his work is perfect ; and that he may eat of 
what he is employed about, only if he is at work 
upon figs, he may not eat of grapes; and if on 
grapes, he may not eat of figs, nor might he eat 
more than his hire came to; and that he might 
make a covenant for his fon and daughter, fervant 
and handmaid adult (that -they fhall take money 
and not eat) and for his wife, becaufe they are 
endowed with knowledge; but not for his fon and 


flour, thefe were acceptable to the Lord: but if|daughter, fervant and maid-fervant minors, be- 


they were not vowed and brought, 7 hall be no 
fin in thee, no charge of guilt be brought or 
punifhment laid; it fhould not be reckoned a 
crime, nor be punifhable in any refpect, and ef- 
pecially where there was a willing mind and no 
ability ; otherwife negligence, niggardlinefs, and 


caufe they are not: but Fo/epbus ', their country- 
man, better interprets this law, who fays,. that 
travellers, or thofe that pafled by the way, were 
not forbidden tafting ripe fruits, and even were 
permitted to fill themfelves with them as if their 
own, whether they were of the country or ftran- 


ingratitude are not well-pleafing in the fight of} gers. 


God. 

y¥. 23. That which is gone out of thy lips, thou 
foalt keep and perform, &c.] Which were in their 
power to perform and lawful to do; and this is 
obferved to make them watchful and cautious, and 
not be rafh in making vows, fince when once 
they were made, an exact and rigid performance 
of them was expected; fee Eccl. v. 4, 5. even a 
freewill- offering, according as thou haft vowed unto 
the Lord thy God, which thou haft promifed with thy 
mouth ; be it what it will, as to the matter of it, 
it was to be paid, and in the manner as it was 
vowed and promifed. Aven Ezra obferves, that 
every vow is a freewill-offering, but not every free- 
will-offering a vow; the Targum of Fonathan enu- 
merates the feveral things to be performed, fin-of- 
ferings, trefspafs-offerings, burnt-offerings and ob- 
lations of holy things, and drink-offerings, and 


h Maimon. & Bartenora in Mifn, Rofhhafhanah, c. 1. §. 1. & in Ediot, c. 7. §. 4. 
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¥. 25. When thou comeft into the ftanding-corn of 
thy neighbour, &c.| Paflett through it to’ goto 
fome other place, the road lying through it, as it 
often does through ftanding-corn ; fo Chrift and his 
difciples are faid to go through the corn, Mag#. xii. 
1. but archi fays, this f{cripture fpeaks of a work- 
man alfo, and fo the Targum of Fonathan, ** when 
thou goeft in to take thine hire according to work in 
thy neighbour’s ftanding-corn ;” but the other fenfe 
is beft, and is confirmed and illuftrated by the-in- 
ftance given, as.well as beft agrees with what fol- 
lows: then thou mayeft pluck the ears with thine 
band; the ears of wheat, and rub them, to fepa- 
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rate the grain from the hufk or beard, and eat it, 


as did the difciples of Chrift, Zuke vi. 1. to fatisfy 
hunger: but thou halt not move a fickle unto thy neigh- 
bours flanding-corn; to cut it down and carry any 


of it off, which would have been an unjuft thing. 


+ Maimon. and Bartenora 
4 Artig. 1. 4. ©. 8. 
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CHAP. XXIV, 


EAHIS chapter contains various laws concern- 
ing divorces, ¥. 1—4. the difcharge of a 
new-married man from war and bufinefs, y. 5. 
about taking pledges, ¥. 6, 10—13. man-fteal- 
ing, ¥. 7. the plague of leprofy, y. 8, 9. and 
giving fervants their hire in due time, ¥. 14, 15. 
concerning doing juftice in capital cafes, and to- 
wards the ftranger, fatherlefs, and widow, y. 16, 
17, 18. and of charity to the poor, in allowing 
them the forgotten fheaf, and the gleanings of 
their olive-yards and vineyards, ¥. 19—22. 


yy. 1. When aman hath taken a wife and married 
her, &c.] That is, when a man has made choice 
of a woman for his wife, and has obtained her con- 
fent, and the confent of her parents; and has not 
only betrothed her, but taken het home, and con- 
fummated the marriage : and it come to pafs that 
foe find no favour in bis eyes; is not agreeable to 
him, he takes no delight in her perfon; nor plea- 
fure in her company and converfation ; but, on 
the contrary, his affections are alienated from her, 
and he can’t bear the fight of her: decaufe he hath 
found fome uncleannefs in ber; fomething that he 
difliked, and was difagreeable to him, and which 
made their continuance together in the marriage- 
ftate very uncomfortable ; which led him on to be 
very ill-natured, fevere, and cruel to her; fo that 
her life was expofed to danger, or at leaft become 
very uneafy ; in which cafe a divorce was permitted, 
both for the hardnefs of the man’s heart, and in 
favour of the woman, that fhe might be freed from 
fuch rigorous ufage. This word uncleanne/s does 
not fignify adultery, or any of the uncleannefles 
forbidden in Zev. xviii. becaufe that was punifh- 
able with death, when it could be proved ; and 
where there was only a fufpicion of it, the huf- 
band might make ufe of the bitter water ; though 
the houfe of Shammai feem to take it in this-fente ; 
for they fay a man might not divorce his wife un- 
lefs he found in her fome unclean thing, fomething 
difhoneft and wicked, and which they ground up- 


in his eyes ; and fo the fews ° generally underftand 
it, and fo they did in the time of Chri/t, Matt. xix. 
7- whereas it was no more than a permiffion, for 
reafons before given. A man might not difmifs 
his wife by word of mouth; which might be done 
haftily; in a paffion, of which he might foon re- 
pent 5 but by writing, which was to be drawn up 
inform ; and; as the Zargum of Jonathan, before 
the fanhedrim, in a court of judicature, which re- 
quired time, during which he might think more of 
it, and either recede from his purpofe before the 
cafe was finifhed, or do it upon mature delibera- 
tion, and a firm refolution. The Jews fay ” many 
things of the witneffés before whom it was to be 
written and fealed, and at what time, and upon 
what, and with what it was to be written, and who 
were proper perfons to write it or not, in a treatife 
of theirs called Gittin, or divorces. In the He- 
brew text this bill is called’a dill of cutting off 9; 
becaufe the marriage was refcindedy and man and 
wife were cut off and feparated from one another 
for ever ; of the form of fuch a bill, fee the note 
on Matt. v. 31. and give it in her hand ; which was 
to be done before witneffes, and which is one’ of 
the ten things requifite to a divorce '; though it 
made no difference whether it was delivered by him- 
felf, or by a meffenger ; or whether to her, or to 
her deputy, appointed by her before witneffes 5 or 
whether it was put into her hand, or in her bofom, 
fo be it that fhe was but poffefled of it; with 
which agrees the Fewi/h canon, ‘* if he cafts a bill 
to his wife; and fhe is within the houfe, or within 
the court, fhe is divorced ;—if he cafts it into her 
bofom, or into her work-bafket, fhe is divorced *?’: 
ond fend her out of his houfe; which was'a vifible 
token and public declaration of her divorce ; be- 
fides, were fhe to be continued in his houfe after- 
wards, it would give fufpicion of cohabitation, 
which after a divorce was not lawful. 

¥.2. And when fhe is departed out of his boufe, 
&c.] With her bill of divorce, by which depar- 
ture out of his houfe it is notified to all : /he may 


on thefe words; but the houfe of Aidlell fay, if} go and be another man’s wife , it was permitted her 
the burnt his food, or fpoiled it by over-falting, or)to marry another man, the being by her divorce 
over-roafting it ; and Akiba fays, even if he found] freed from the law of her former hufband; and 


another woman more beautiful than her, or more 
agreeable to him. But neither his fenfe, nor that 
of the houfe of Shammai, are approvedof by the 
Fews in general, but that of the houfe of Hil/ell=, 
and they fuppofe a man might divorce his wife for 
any ill qualities of mind in her, or for anyill or im- 
pudent behaviour of hers; as if her hufband faw 
her go abroad with her head uncovered, and {pin- 
ning in the ftreets, and fo fhewing her naked arms 
to men; or having her garments flit on both fides; 
or wafhing in a bath with men, or where men ufe 
to wath, and talking with every man, and joking 
with young men; or her voice is fonorous and 
noify; orany difeafe of body, as the leprofy, and 
the like; or any blemifhes, as warts, are upon her; 
or any difagréeable fmell, that might arife from 
any parts of the body, from fweat, or a ftink- 
ing breath" : then let him write her a bill of di- 


who indeed in exprefs words contained in the di- 
vorce, gave her leave fo todo ; which ran thus, 
** thou art in thine own hand, and haft power over 
thyfelf to go and marry any other man whom thou 
pleafeft ; and let no man hinder thee in my name, 
from this day forward and forever ; and lo, thou 
art free to any man;” fee the note on Matt. v: 

i 

¥. 3. And if the latter hufband hate her, &c.] 
Or lefs loves her than another woman, and fhe is 
difliked by him as fhe was by her former hufband : 
and write her a billof divorcement, and giveth it in- 
to her hand, and Jendeth her out of bis houfe ; as he 
had by this law a permiffion, in like manner as her 
former hufband had ; fee the note ony. 1. or if 
ber latter bufband die, which took her to be bis wife; 
and fhe furvives him; as fhe is then by death 
loofed from the law of an hufband, fhe may law- 


vorcement ; Farchi fays, this is a command upon|fully marry another man, but not her former huf- 
him to divorce her, becaufe fhe finds not favour band, as follows. 


™ Mifn. Gittin, c. 9. §. 10. & Maimon, & Bartenora in ib. 
6,7. & Maimon. & Bartenora in ib. 


worth in loc. 


7 


* Mifn, Gittin, 8. §. te 


t © T. Bab. Gittin, ut fupra. 
@ PYVAD ADD libellam excidii, Montanus, Fagius ; fucciffonis, Maniter ; abfciflionis, ‘Tigurine verfion, 


We 4 
» T. Bab, Gittin, fol. 90. 1.2. Mifn, Cetubot, c. 7. 
P Mifn. Gittin, c.2. 4. 2,3, 4, 5. 
¥ See Ainf- 
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y¥. 4. Her former hufband which fent her away 
may not take ber again to be bis wife, &c.| Though 
ever fo defirous of it, and having heartily repent- 
ed that he had put her away: this is the punith- 
ment of his ficklenefs and inconftancy, and was 
ordered to make men cautious how they put away 
their wives; fince when they had fo done, and 
they had been married to another, they could not 
enjoy them again even on the death of the fecond 
hufband; yea, though fhe was only efpoufed to 
him, and he had never lain with her, as Ben Me- 
lech obferves, it was forbidden the former hufband 
to marry her; though if fhe had only played the 
whore, according to the fame writer, and others *, 
fhe might return to him : after that fhe is defiled; 
not by whoredom, for in that cafe fhe was not for- 
bidden, as it is interpreted, but by her being mar- 
ried to another man ; when fhe was defiled, not by 
him, or with refpec&t to him, nor with regard to 
any other man, whom fhe might lawfully marry 
after the deceafe of her latter hufband; but with 
refpect to her firft hufband, being by her divorce 
from him, and by her marriage to another, en- 
tirely alienated and feparated from him, and fo pro- 
hibited to him; and thus R. Fo/epb Kimchi inter- 
prets this defilement of prohibition, things prohi- 
bited being reckoned unclean, or not lawful to be 
ufed : for that is abomination before the Lord ; for 
aman to take his wife again, after fhe had been 
divorced by him, and married to another man, 
and yet, fuch is the grace and goodnels of God to 
his backfliding people, that he receives them when 
they return unto him their firft hufband, and for- 
fake other lovers, Jer. iii. 1. Hof. ii. 7, 19. and 
thou fhalt not caufe the land to fin which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance ; fince if this 
was allowed, that men might put away their 
wives, and take them again at pleafure, and change 
them as often as they thought fit; no order could 
be obferved, and the utmoit confufion in families 
introduced, and lewdnefs encouraged, and which 
would fubject the land and the inhabitants of it to 
many evils and calamities, as the juft punifhment 
thereof. 

y. 5. When a man bath taken a new wife, 8c.) 
A wife he has lately married, new to him, though 
a widow, as Farchi obferves ; but the Targum of 
Jonathan fays a virgin ; however this is oppofed to 
his old wife, and divorced ; for this, as Farchi and 
Ben Melech fay, excepts the return of ‘a divorced 
wife, who can’t be faid to be a new one: be hall 
wot go out to war; this is to be underftood of a 
man that had not only betrothed, but married a 
wife ; aman that had betrothed a wife, and not 
married her, who went out to war, might return 
if he would, ch. xx. 7. but one that had married 
a wife was not to go out to war: wither fhall ve 
charged with any bufinefs 5 as betrothed ones were ; 
they, though they had a liberty of returning, yet 
they were to provide food and drink for the army, 
and to prepare or mend the highways, as Farchi 
obferves ; but thefe were not obliged to fuch things, 
nor even to keep watch on the walls of thecity, or 
to pay taxes, as Maimonides » writes : but he shall 
be free at home one year ; not only from all tributes 


and taxes, and every thing relative to the affairs of 


war, but from public offices and employments, 
which might occafion abfence from home. archi 
remarks, that his houfe or home comprehends his 
vineyard ; and fo he thinks that this refpects his 


* Maimon. & Bartenora in Mifn: Sotah, c. 2. §. 6. 
Expedit. Alex. 1. 1. 4 Travels, p. 231. Edit. 2. 
c. 9. §.6. & Ib. §.2. * Ib. §. 3. 
interprets it of Service. 
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houfe and-his vineyard, that if he had built a 
houfe and dedicated it, or planted a vineyard and 
made it common, yet was not to remove from his 
houfe becaufe of the neceffities of war : and fall 
chear up his wife which be bath taken ; or rejoice 
witn his wife which he hath taken, and folace 
themfelves with love ; and thereby not-only endear 
himfelf to her, but fettle his affections on her, 
and be fo confirmed in conjugal love, that here- 
after no jealoufies may arife, or any eaufe of di- 
vorce, which this law feems to be made to guard 
againft. So it is faid*, that Alexander after the 
battle at Granicus fent home to Macedonia his néw- 


married foldiers, to winter with their wives, and 


return at {pring ; which his mafter Ariffotle had 
taught him, and.as he was taught by a Few. 


¥.6. No man fhalt take the nether or the upper 


Mill-ftone to pledge, &c.| The firft word being of 
the dual number takes in both ftones, wherefore 
Vatablus renders the words, “* ye fhall not take 
for a pledge both the mill-ftones, nor indeed the 
uppermoft;” which is the leaft; fo far fhould they 
be from taking both, that they were not allowed to 
take the uppermoft, which was the fhorteft, mean- 
eft, and lighteft; and indeed if any one of them 
was taken, the other became ufelefs, fo that neither 
was to be taken: for he taketh a man’s life to 
pledge , or with which his life is fupported, and the 
life of his family; for if he has corn to fupply 
them with, yet if his mill or mill-ftones are pawn- 
ed, he can’t grind his corn, and fo he and his fa- 


mily muftftarve : and in thofe times and countries 


they did, as the 4rabs doto this day, as Dr. Shaw * 
relates, ‘* moft families grind their wheat ahd bar- 
ley at home, having two portable mill-ftones for 
that purpofe ; the uppermoft whereof is turned 


round by a fmall handle of wood or iron, thatis 


placed in the rim;” and thefe mill-ftones being 
portable, might be the more eafily taken for 
pledges, which is here forbidden for the above 
reafon; and this takes in any other thing what- 
ever, on which a man’s living depends, or by which 


he gets his bread « . 
y. 7. If a man be found ftealing any of bis bre- 


thren of the children of Ijrael, 8cc.| Whether erown 


up or little, male or female, an J/raelite or a pro~ 
felyte, or a freed fervant ; all, as Maimonides fays, 
are included in this general word drethren ; thourh 
Aben Ezra obferves, that it is added of the cbil- 


dren of Irael, for explanation, fince an Edomite is 


called a brother. Now, aman mutt be found cOfi- 
mitting this fact, that is, it muft plainly appear, 
there mutt be full proof of it by witnefles, as fa” 
chi explains this word : and maketh merchandizé of 
him; or rather, ufes him as a fervant, and ef- 
ploys him in any fervice to the leaft profit and ad- 
vantage by him, even to the value of a farthing: ; 
yea, if he does but lean upon him, and he fixp- 
ports him, though he is an old man that is ftolens 
this is ferving a man’s felf by him, as Maimonides® , 
which is what is forbidden as diftin€& from felling: 
him as follows: or /elleth bim; to others ; and 
both thefe, according to the above-writer®, ufing. 
him for fervice, and felling him, are neceffary to 
make him guilty of death; not the one without 
the other ; but reading them disjunétively, as we 
do, gives the better fenfe of the words : that 
thief foall die; by ftrangling with a napkin, as the 
Targum of Fonathan, and fo Maimonides * fays, 
his death is by ftrangling : and thou foalt put evil 


b Hilchot Melachim, c. 7. §. 10, If. ° f ri iy 
¢ Mifm. Bava Metzia, c. 9. §.13. f Hilchot Geniba 
t Ib. §. 1. So R, Sol. Urbin, Ohel Moed, fol 67. « 


~ 
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away from among you ; both him that dees evil, as 
the Targum of ‘fonathan, and the guilt of it by in- 
flicting due punifhment for it; and fo deter from 
fuch practices, and prevent evil coming upon 
the body of the people, fhould fuch a fin be con- 
nived at; fee Exod. xxi. 16. 

y¥.8. Lake heed in the plague of leprofy, &c.] 
Whether in the bodies of men, or in houtes, orin 
garments, notto hide and conceal it ; or, as Farchi, 
weaken the figns of it, or cut out the bright fpot ; 
fo the Targum of Fonathan: that thou obferve di- 
ligently, and do according to all the priefts, the Levites, 
feall teach you ; according to the laws and rules 
given in fuch cafes, whether they order to fhut up 
perfons, houfes, or clothes, or pronounce unclean 
or clean; in all things they were to do as they di- 
rected, which appeared to be agreeable to the faid 
rules ; for the judgment, management, and order- 
ing of thefe things, belonged to the priefts ; of 
which fee Lev. xiii. and xiv. as I commanded them, 
fo foall ye obferve to do; which fhews that they 
were not to comply with their orders, and conform 
to them, any farther than they agreed with the 
commands of God, and the inftructions he had 
given them in the places referred to. 

¥. 9. Remember what the Lord thy God did unto 
Miriam, &c.] Whe was ftricken with leprofy for 
{peaking againft Mo/es, and was fhut up feven 
days ; and they arereminded of this inftance, part~ 
ly to warn them againft entertaining evil fufpicions, 
and furmifes of perfons in power and authority, 
and fpeaking evil of them; and partly to expect 
that punifhment would certainly be inflicted on 
them, fhould they be guilty of the fame crime ; 
nor fhould they think it hard, either to be {mitten 
with leprofy, or to be fhut up for it; fince Miriam, 
a prophetefs, andthe fitter of Mo/es,. was fo ufed ; 
and that when dy the way, after that ye were come 
out of Egypt; when upon their journey, and were 
retarded in it, and obliged to ftay at leaft feven 
days before they could proceed on in it ; fee Numd. 
xii. 14, 15, 16. 

y. 10. When thou doft lend thy brother any thing, 
&c.] Any fum of money he ftands in need of, or 
demandeft adebt of him, as Farchi; money he is 
indebted to thee, which is the fenfe of the /eptuagint 
verfion ; and he is not able to pay it, but offers 
fomething in pawn till hecan pay it: thou fhalt not 
go into his boufe to fetch his pledge ; which would be 
an exercife of too much power and authority, to 
go into a neighbour’s houfe, and take what was 
liked ; and befides, as no doubt he would take the 
beft, fo he might take that which the poor man 


made it a rule that it thould be of a middling fort, 
between both, left it fhould bea difcouragement 
and hindrance to lend upon pledges ' . 

M.12. And if the man be poor, &c.] Which 
may be thought to be the cafe of every one that 
gives pledges for a debt he owes, or a fum of mo- 
ney he borrows ; yet there might bea difference : 
fome might be fo very deftitute of goods and rai- 
ment in their houfes, that whatever they parted 
with was diftrefling to them, and they could not 
well do without it: thou fhalt not fleep with bis 
pledge ; nor keep it a night ; but deliver it to him, 
before he went to bed, and laid himfelf down to 
fleep. 

¥.13. In any cafe thou fhalt deliver him the pledge 
again, when the fun goeth down, &c.| If it was a 
night-covering, as Farchi remarks ; but if it was 
his day-clothes, he was to return it inthe morn- 
ing, when the’ fun arofe; and this was to be done 
every day, which muft occafion a great deal ot 
trouble, and the pledge of little ufe; fo that. it 
feems as though they might as well be without it 
as have it, and lend freely ;.-but the Jews fay that 
there was an advantage by it; for it is faid in an- 
{wer to fuch aqueftion, ‘* of what profit is the 
pledge? by this means the debt is not releafed on 
the feventh year, (when all other debts were re- 
leafed, ch. xv. 1, 2.) nor could the borrower dif- 
pofe of his goods to his children, but payment was 
made from the pledge after his death ™:” now this 
delivery of the pledge at fun-fetting was ordered, 
that be may fleep in his own raiment ; have his night- 
covering to fleep in, his pillow, and bolfter, and 
bedding to lie on, and bed-clothes to cover him 3; 
and indeed the clothes they wore were made in fuck 
form, as would ferve for covering to fleep in at 
night, as well as to wear in theéday ; and fuch is 
the clothing of the Arabs now, which they call 
hykes. ‘* The ufual fize of them (Dr. Shaw fays*) 
is fix yards long, and five or fix feet broad, ferv- 
ing the Arab tor a compleat drefs in the day ; and 
as they fleep in their raiment, it ferves likewife for 
his bed and covering by night :” and blefs thee ; 
for ufing him fo mercifully and kindly, as to re- 
turn him his pledge, which is fo neceflary to his 
comfortable repofe in the night ; and not only will 
he praife him, and fpeak well of him for it, and 
give him thanks; but wil! pray to God to blefs 
him in foul, body, and eftate, for fuch kindnefs 
fhewn him : and it fhall be righteoufnefs unto thee be- 
fore the Lord thy God; not his juftifying righteouf- 
nels before God, for by the deeds of the law fhall 
no flefh living be juftified in his fight ;, but it fhall 
could not fpare: and indeed, according to the|be owned and approved of, as a good and righ- 
Yewifo canons * , he could not take any pledge at |teous aétion, and anfwerable to the intention of this 
all, but with the knowledge, and by the leave, of|law, which is, that mercy fhould be fhewn to per- 
the fanhedrimy or court of judicature. fons in diftrefs; in which fenfe the word righteou/- 

y. 11. Thou foalt fiand abroad, &c.} Without|ne/s is fometimes ufed, even for a merciful ac 
doors, in the ftreet, as the Targum of Fonathan,|tion, Pf. cxii. 9. Dan. iv. 27. fo alms is: called 
whilft the borrower or debtor looks out, and brings | dixcssown righteoufnefs, Matt. vi. 1. in fome co- 
forth what he can beft fpare as a pledge : and the|pies. 
man to whom thou doft lend, foall bring out the pledge| y.14. Thou fhalt not opprefs an hired fervant, 
abroad unto thee , now as, on the one hand, if the|&c.] That is hired by the day, as appears by the 
lender or creditor had been allowed to go in and |following verfe ; though the law may include fuch 
take what he pleafed for a pledge; he would ¢chufejas are hired by the week, or month, or year ;~ 
the beft; fo, on the other hand, the borrower or|neither of whom are to be opprefled by any means, 
debtor would be apt to bring the worft, what was | and chiefly by detaining their wages; fothe Jeru/alen 
of the leaft value and ule; wherefore the Hews | Targum explains the phrafe, ‘* ye fhall not ae by 

; oree 


k Mifn. Beva Metzia, c. Q. §. 143 1 Mifn. Gittin, c. 5. §. 1. * Maimon. & Bartenota in ib. ® Maimon. — 
Hilchot Milvah Velovah, c. 3. §.5. " Travels, p, 224. Ed, 2.. 
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force the hire of the hited fervant ;? nor by fraud, | Yonathan gives both ; ‘* fathers fhall not be putto 
asin Yam. v. 4. that is poor and needy ;,and focan’t} death, neither by theteftimony, nor for the fins 
bear the leaft oppreffion of this kind, nor to havejof the children; and children fhall not be put to 
his wages detained from him any time, and much| death, neither by the teftimony, nor for the fins” 
lefs wholly to be defrauded of them: whether he}of fathers; butevery man fhall be put to death for 
be of thy brethren, an Iraclite, and fo a brother} his own fin by proper witnefies.”” ae 
both by nation and religion : or of thy firangers that) Y. 17. Thou foalt not pervert the judgment of the 
are in thy land, within thy gates ; Farchi interprets ftranger, nor of the fatherlefs, &c.] Who are un- 
this both of profelytes of righteoufnefs, and of| able to defend themielves, and have but few, ifany 
profelytes of the gate ; which latter are plainly de-|to take their part; and therefore particular care 
{cribed by this claufe, and the former mutt be in-| fhould be taken by judges and civil magiftrates to 
cluded; for if profelytes of the gate are not to be|do them juftice, or God will require it of them 
opprefied, much lefs profelytes of righteoufnels, | nor take a widow's raiment to pledge , nor any thing. 
who were in all refpeéts as J/raclites, the fame lawjelfe, as her ox or cow, Yob xxiv. 3. according to 
was to them both. arebi fays, the phrafe ix thy|the Fewifo canons*, of a widow, whether fhe is 
Jand isintended to comprehend the hire of beafts, and|poor or rich, a pledge is not taken; the rea- 
of veflels ; and thefe in the Mifnabeare faid to be|fon given for which is, that it would raife an ill 
comprehended in this precept, as well as the hire of|fufpicion, and caufe an evil report of her among 
man. her neighbours‘; and which is fuggefted by the 
y. 15, At bis day thou foalt give him bis bire,| Targum of Fonathan, * neither fhall any of you 
&c.] At the clofe of the day, when his work is|take for a pledge the raiment of a widow, left 
done, the hire agreed for muft bepaid him; and,|wicked neighbours fhould arife, and bring an evil 
by the fame rule, all fuch that were hired by the|/report upon her, when ye return the pledge unto 
week, month, or year, were to have their wages|her.”” But no doubt a poor widow is meant, and 
paid them at the day their time wasup : mneitber| the defign of the law is mercy to her, and that fhe 
foall the fun go down upon it , it was to be paid-be-| might not be diftrefied by taking that from her fhe 
fore fun-fetting, or at it; fee Lev. xix. 13. for be| needed. pe . 
is poor, and fetteth bis heart upon it ; being poor,| ¥.18. But thou shalt remember that thou waft a 
he can’t wait any longer for the payment of it ;|Jond-man in Egypt, &c.] The remembrance of 
_ his perfonal and family wants are fuch as require} which may caufe fympathy with perfons in diftrefs ; ’ 
immediate payment; and befides, he has been| particularly the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and the 
eagerly expecting it, and earneftly defiring it, that] widow : and the Lord thy God redeemed thee thence 5 
he may fatisfy the craving neceffities of himfelf and| the Targum of Fonathan, “ the Word of the Lord 
family ; and therefore it would be a great baulk | thy God ;” which, as it was an act of great kind- 
and difappointment to him to have his wages de-|nefs and mercy in God tothem, taught them, and 
tained : def be cry againft thee to the Lord; having|laid them under obligation to fhew favour to 
none to apply unto but him, whovis the patron of|their fellow creatures in diftrefs : therefore I com- 
the poor and needy, not being able to help him-| mand thee to do this thing ; not to pervert the judg- 
felf, nor having intereft in any to interpofé‘on his}|ment of the ftranger and fatherlefs, nor take a wi- 
behalf ; and his cry, and the cry of his hire too,|dow’s raiment for a pledge ; and it may be carried 
enter into the ears of the Lord of hofts, and is re-| farther into the context, and refpect the laws about 
garded by him, Jam. v. 4. and it be fin unto thee ,|\the pledge of the poor man, and giving the hired 
be imputed to him, the guilt charged on him, and | fervant his wages in due time. ' 
punifhment inflicted for its y. 19. When thou cutteft down thine harveft in 
yr. 16. The fathers hall not be put to death for the | thy field, &c.] Whether barley-harveft or wheat- 
children, &c.| By the civil magiftrates, for fins|harveft, when either of them are ripe for cutting, 
committed by them of a capital nature, and which | mowing, or reaping, and are cutting-down: aad 
are worthy of death : neither fhall the children be|\haft forgot a fheaf in the field, Farchi fays, the 
_ put to death for the fathers , for fins committed by|phrafe i the field is ‘ufed to include ftanding corn, . 
them that deferve it : every man Jhall be put to death\fome of which is forgotten in cutting down, and 
for bis own fin; which is but juft and reafonable ;|fo is fubject to this law as well as a thea; and’a 
fee Ezek. xviii. 4. which is no contradiétion to] fheaf claimed by this name is one that is forgotten 
Exod. xx. 5. that refpeéts what God himfelf would} both by the workman and the owner; if by the 
do, this what J/rael, or the civil magiftrates in it}one and not by the other, it could not be fo called. 
fhoulddo; this is a command on J/rael, as Aben|Thecanon runs thus', ‘* a fheaf which the work- 
Ezra obferves; that the declaration of the Sove-|men forget, and not the owner, of the owner for- 
reign Being, who is not bound by any law. » Yarchi|gets, and not the workmen, before which the poor 
interprets thefe words differently, as that the one|{tand, or is covered with ftraw or ftubble, is nota ~ 
fhould not be put to death by the teftimony of the} forgotten fheaf.” ‘And about this they have various 
other; and it isa rule with the Yews, “that an oath|other rules ; “* a fheaf that is prime (of a 
of witnefs is taken of men, and not of women ; of|field), or to an heap (of fheaves), or oxen, or 
thofe that are not akin, and not of thofe that are|toinftruments, and left, the houfe of fi 
nearly related ? ;” on which one of the commenta-|it is not to be reckoned a forgotten fheaf ; 
tors obferves 1, that fueh that are near akin are not| houfe of Hillel] fay’ it is ;—two fheaves a 
fit to bear teltimony, becaufe it is written, she fa-|ed forgotten, three ate not; a fheaf if” 
thers. foall not be put to death for the children ; that| there are two feahs (about a peck anda h 
is, for the teftimony of the children. archi in-\they leave'it, it is not reckoned forgotten 
deed mentions the other fenfe, for the iniquity of| alt not go again to fetch it, which fapp 
the children, which has been given, and is undoubt-| membrance of it, or fome intelligence ab 
edly the-true fenfe of the text. The Targum of| when at home, and after the field has been cle 
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and all carried in but this fheaf,; then the owner|wheat-harveft, about the latter end of Fine, or be- 
might not go nor fend to fetch it: the beginnings/ginning of Fuly, for they were more forward in 
of the rows, they fay, fhew when a fheaf is for-|thofe hot countries: thou fhalt not glean it after- 
gotten, or not; particularly the adverfe fheaf, or|wards ; go over the vines a fecond time, to pick off 
that over-againtt it, fhews it” ; fo archi : it /halljevery berry or bunch that efcaped them at firft ga- 
be for the firanger ; or profelyte ; the profelyte of|thering : it /hall be for the ftranger, for the father- 
righteoufniels ; of this there is no doubt, but it|/e/s, and the widow ; as the forgotten fheaf, and 
feems to be for the profelyte of the gate alfo : for|the olive-berries left ; thefe are all fuppofed to be 
the fatherlefs and for the widow; which of them|poor perfons, otherwife no doubt there were ftran- 
foever fhould firft find it: that the Lord thy God|gers, and fatherlefs perfons, and widows, in good 
may ble[s thee in all the work of thine bands, in the|circumftances ; who, as they needed not, fo nei- 
culture of their ground the next year, and give|ther would give themfelves the trouble, but think 
~ them large and fruitful crops; they either purpofely {it beneath them to go into fields, olive-yards, and 


leaving the fheaf for the poor, or however fuffer 


them to take it unmolefted when found by them. 
The Targum of ‘fonathan is, that the word of the 
Lord thy God may blefs thee, &c. 

¥.20. When thou beateft thine olive-tree, &c.] 
With fticks and ftaves, to get off the olives when 
ripe: thou foalt not go over the boughs again; to 
beat off fome few that may remain ; they were not 
nicely to examine the boughs over again, whether 
there were any left or no: it /hall be for the ftranger, 
for the fatherlefs, and the widow, who might come 
into their olive-yards after the trees had been beaten, 
and gather what were left. . 

vy. 21. When thougathereft the grapes of thy vine- 
yard, &c.| Which was done much about the fame 
time that the olives were gathered, and both after 


CHAP. 


EVERAL laws are contained in this chapter, 

as concerning beating fuch whofe crimes re- 
quired it, ¥. 1, 2, 3. of not muzzling the ox in 
treading out the corn, ¥. 4. of marrying a de- 
ceafed brother’s wife, when there was no iffue, and 
of the difgrace of fuch that refuled it, ¥. 5—10. 
of the punifhment of an immodeft woman, y. 
11, 12. and againft bad weights and meafures, ¥. 
13—16. and for the utter deftruction of -Amalek, 


¥. 17, 18, 19. 


y.1. If there be a controverfy between men, &c.] 
Between two or more: and they come unto judg- 
ment; into acourt of judicature, bring their caufe 

- thither : hat the judges may judge them; who 


vineyards, to gather what was left by the owners. 
Thefe laws were made in favour of the poor, that 
mercy and kindnefs might be fhewed to them, and 
that they might have a tafte of all the fruits of the - 
earth. 

¥. 22. And thou foalt remember that thou waft a 
bondman in the land of Egypt, &c.). When they 
would have been glad to have enjoyed the like fa- 
vours, as {mall as they might feem to be, even to 
glean in their fields, vineyards, and olive-yards : 
therefore I command thee to do this thing , to fuffer 
the poor to take the forgotten fheaf, and to come 
into their olive-yards and vineyards, and gather 
what olives and grapes remained after the firft 
beating of the one, and the in-gathering of the 
other. 


XXY. 


of death by the hand of heaven $ and they are 18 ; 
and all negative precepts of the law broken, for 
which there is neither cutting off, nor death by a 
court of judicature, for thefe men are to be beaten, 
and they are 168 ; and all that are to be beaten are 
found to be: 207: that the judge fhall caufe him to 
lie down; which feems to be on the floor of the 
court, fince it was to be done immediately, and in 
the prefence of the judge ; and the Yews gather * 
from hence, that he was to be beaten neither ftand- 
ing, nor fitting, but bowed; that is, ye fhall 
command or order him to lie down, or to fall upon 
the ground with his face towards it : aad to be 
beaten before bis face , in the prefence of the judge, 
that the fentence might be properly executed, nei- 


were never lefs than three; the great fawbedrim at|ther exceeded nor diminifhed; and indeed all the 
Ferufalem confitted of 71, the lefler court was of|judges were to be prefent, efpecially the bench of 
23, and the leaft of all three only: then they shall) three ; for whilft he was beating, the chief of the 
jufify the righteous, and condemn the wicked; acquit\ judges read the paffage in Deut. xxviii. 58. and he 
the one, whofe caufe is good, and adjudge the) that was next to him counted the ftrokes, and the 
other to punifhment, who is guilty of a crime, and third at every blow faid fmite*: of the manner 
as that deferves ; which is to do righteous judg-jof beating or fcourging, fee the note on Matt, x. 
ment; the contrary to this is an abomination to the]17. according to bis fault, by a certain number ; as 
Lord, Prov. xvii. 15. his crime and wickednefs was more or lefs heinous, 
y. 2. And it foall be if the wicked man be worthy more or fewer ftripes were to be laid on him; as 
tobe beaten, &c.| There were four kinds of death ten or twenty, fewer or more, according to the na- 
criminals were put to by the Fews, ftoning, ftrang-|ture of his offence, as Aven Ezra obferves, only 
ling, burning, and flaying with the fword , and he might not add above forty ; though he fays there 
fuch crimes as did not fubjeét to thefe, were punifh-|are fome who fay that according to his fault the 
éd with beating or fcourging; and who they were ftripes are larger or leffer, but all of them in num- 
that were worthy to be beaten, is at large fet forth ber forty. ; 
in the Mifnic treatife called Maccoth* , or fripes,| ¥. 3. Forty firipes he may give him and not exceed, 
which are too) many to be tranferibed. . Maimo- &c.] And that this number might not be exceeded, 
nides{ays.’ , thatall negative precepts in the law, it is ordered by the Yewyh canons, that only 39 
for the breach of which men are guilty of cutting fhould be given; for it is afked *, “ With how many 
vof, but not of death by the fanhedrim, are to be ftripes do they beat him? with forty, fave one, as - 
beaten. They are in all 21 5 and foall deferving it is faid in number forty; that is, in the ese 
L ; which 
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which is next to forty ;” this they make out by join-]in a floor where they were trod out, they ufed to 


ing the laft word of the preceding verfe with the 
firlt of this; and that this was an. ancient fenfe of 
the law, and cuftom uponit, appears by the execu- 
tion of it on the apoftle Pax/ ; who was not in- 
dulged, but fuffered the extremity of it as it was 
then underftood, 2 Cor. xi. 24. fee the note there ; 
moreover, that they might not exceed this number, 
they ufed to make a fcourge of three lafhes, fo 
that every ftroke they fetched with it was reckoned 
for three ftripes, and 13 of them made 39 ;_ where- 
fore if they added another ftroke, it would have ex- 
ceeded the number of ftripes by two : Jet if be 
Jbould exceed, and beat him above thefe with many 
ftripes ; they might diminith them, if a man was 
weak, and not able to bear them ; but they might 
not exceed them, if a man was as ftrong as Sam- 
Jon, as Maimonides‘ {ays : then thy brother fhould 
feem vile unto thee ; as if he was a beaft, and not a 
man, and much lefsa brother. The Targum of Fo- 
nathan is, ‘* left he be in danger, and thy brother 
be vile ;” left he be in danger of his life, and be- 
come vile, as a dead carcafe; fo the apoftle calls 
dead bodies vile bodies, Phil. iii. 21, or in danger of 
being maimed, and becoming lame or deformed, 
and fo be contemptible: and this punifhment. of 
beating with the Yews was not reckoned according 
to their writers reproachful, and as fixing a brand 
of infamy upon a perfon ; but they were ftill reckon- 
ed brethren, and reftored to their former dignities, 
whatfoever they poffeffed ; fo Maimonides * fays, 
** whoever commits a crime, and is beaten, he re- 
turns to his dignity, as it is faid, Jet thy brother be 
vile in thine eyes; when he is beaten, lo, he is thy 
brother ;—an high-prieft that commits a crime, 
is beaten by threey (i. e.. a bench of three judges, 
by their order) as the reft of all the people, and 
he returns to his grandeur ; but the head of the 
feffion, (or court of judicature), that commits a 
crime, they beat him, but he does not return to 
his principality, noreven return to be as one of the 
reft of the /anbedrim , for they afcend in holinefs, 
but do not defcend.”? And yet Fofephus reprefents 
it as a moft infamous and fcandalous punifhment, 
as one would think indeed it fhould be ; his words 
are * , {peaking of the laws concerning travellers 
being allowed to gather grapes, and pluck ears of 
corn as they paffed; “ he that does contrary to 
thefe laws, receives forty ftripes fave ,one witha 
public fcourge ; a free man undergoes this moft 
filthy (or difgraceful) punifhment, becaufe for the 
fake of gain he reproaches his dignity.” 
¥. 4. Thou foalt not muzzle the ox when he tread- 
eth out the corn, &c.] As oxen are ufed in plow- 
ing, fo likewife in treading or beating out the 
com; of the manner of which, fee the note on 
1 Cor. ix. 9. now whilft it was thus employed, it 
might not be reftrained by any means from eating 
the corn as it had an opportunity, either by a 
* muzzle put over its mouth, or other ways. The 
Gentiles had feveral ways of reftraining their cattle 
from eating, whilft they thus made ule of them, 
to which this law is oppofed. Maimonides ‘ has 
collected feveral of them together, as prohibited by 
it; as putting a thorn into its mouth, caufing a 
lion to lye down by it, orcaufing its calf to lie down 
without, or fpreading a fkin on the top of the 
corn that fo it may not eat. Aizanus ® relates a 
very particular way of hindering oxen fromeating 
at fuch times, ufed in fome countries, which was 
this ; that oxen might not eat of the ears of corn, 
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befmear their noftrils with cows dung, which was 
fo difagreeable to the creature, that it would not 
tafte any thing though preffed with famine. This 
law is not to be limited to the ox only, or to this 
peculiar work affigned it; but, as Yarchi fays, re- 
{pects any fort of cattle, and whatfoever work 
that has food in it, none of them being 
be reftrained from eating whilft at work : and this 
law was not made for the creatures only, but for 
men alfo ; and efpecially for the fake of minifters 
of the word; who for their {trength, labour, and 
induftry, are compared to oxen, and ought to be 
comfortably fupported and maintained on account 
of their work ; for the illuftration and confirma- 
tion of which, this paflage is twice produced, 1 Cor. 
iX. 9, 10. 1 Tim. v. 17, 18. {ee the notes there. 


to 


¥. 5. If brethren dwell together, &c.| Not only 


in the fame country, province, town, or city, but 
in the fame houfe; fuch who had been from their 
youth brought up together in their fathers houfe, ” 
and now one of them being married, as the cafe 
put fuppofes, they that were unmarried might live 
with him, and efpecially if the father was dead ; 
and fo may except fuch as were abroad, and in fo- 


reign countries, or at fuch a diftance that this law 


could not well be obferved by them ; though the 
Targumot Jonathan, and fo Farchi, interpret it of 


their being united in an inheritance, all by vir- 
tue of relation having a claim to their father’s in- 
heritance; fo that it mattered not where they dwelt, 


itis the relation that is regarded, and their right of 
inheritance ; and the above Targum deferibes them 
as brethren on the father’s fide, and fo Farchi fays 


it excepts his brother on the mother’s. fide ; for 
brethren by the mother’s fide, in cafe of inheri- 
tance, and the marrying of a brother’s wife, were 


not reckoned brethren, as Maimonides" oblerves ; 


who adds, that there is no brotherhood but on the 
father’s fide. Some think that when there were 
no brethren in a ftrict and proper fenfe, the near 
kinfmen, fometimes called brethren, were to do 


the office here enjoined, and which they conclude 


from the cafe of Boaz and Ruth ; but Aben Ezr@ 
contradicts this, and fays that inftance is no proof 


of it, it refpecting another affair, not marriage, 


but redemption ; and fays that brethren, abio.. 
lutely and ftrictly {peaking, are here meant ; which 
is agreeable to their tradition!: and one of them die, - 
and have no child; fon or daughter, fon’s fon, or 
daughter’s fon, or daughter’s daughter, as Yarchi 
notes; if there were either of thefe, children or 
grand-children, of either fex, there was no obli- 
gation to marry a brother’s wife ; fo in the cafe put 
to Chrift, there was no iffue, the perfon was child- 
lefs, Matt. xxii. 24, 25. Luke xx. 28. the wife 
of the dead foall not marry without unto a Stranger ; 
by whom is meant nat a Gentile, or a profelyte of 
the gate, or of righteoufnefs, but any meresie 
whatever, that was not of her hufband’s family ; 
fhe might not marry out of the family ; that is, 
unlefs fhe was refufed by all, the defign of the law 
being to fecure inheritances, and continue them in 
families to which they belonged : her bujband’s 
brother fhall go in unto ber, and take ber. 
wife; thatis, fuppofing him to be un . 
this is indeed fuppofed in the firft claufe of tl 
text, by dwelling with his brother; Die, rad 
been married, he would have dwelt with hi 

and family apart ; befides, if this law obl 

married man to marry his brother’s wife, pc 
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would be required and eftablifhed by a law of God, 
which was never otherwife than permitted. This 
is to be underftood of thé eldeft brother, as Farchi, 
who is in an unmarried ftate ; fo it is faid in the 
Mifneh’, ‘ the.command is upon the eldeft to 
marry his brother’s wite ; if he will not, they go 
to all the brethren ; if they will not, they return 
to. the eldeft, and fay to him, upon thee is the 
commandment, either allow the fhoe to be plucked 
off, or marry 3” and fuch a courfe. we find was 
taken among the Jews in our Lord’s time, Matt. 
xxii. 25, 26. and perform the duty of an hufband’s 
brother to ber 5 cohabit together as man and wife, 
in order to raife up feed to his brother, and per- 
form all the offices and duties of an hufband ro a 
wife; but the marriage-folemnity was not to take 
place when it was agreed to, until three months or 
ninety days had paffed from the death of the bro- 
ther, that it might be known whether fhe was with 
child or no by her hufband, and in fuch a cafe this 
law had no force ; fo runs the Few canon *, “a 
brother’s wife may not pluck off the fhoe, nor be 
married until. three months ;” that is, after her 
hufband’s deatn. 
¥. 6. And it hall be that the firft-born that fhe 
beareth, &c.] To her hufband’s brother, now mar- 
ried to her: fhall fucceed in the name of his brother; 
the meaning is, as the Targum of Fonathan, ** he 
fhall rife up in the inheritance in the name of his 
brother ;” or, as Yarchi exprefies it, “ he fhall 
take the inheritance of the deceafed in the goods 
of his father ;” that is, he fhall have his part and 
fhare in the inheritance that the deceafed brother 
would have had if he had lived, which would come 
to him by his father : that bis name be not put out 
of Ifrael’; that the family be not loft in J/rae/, and 
the inheritance belonging to it pafs to another. 
This law was defigned to keep families diftindt, 
and inheritances in them, until the Adefiah came, 
and that it might appear from what family he 
came; as he did from onein whom, as it is ge- 
nerally thought, this law took place : and it might 
have {till a more fpecial refpect to him, as “in/- 
worth fuggetts,; for Chrift inthe myftical fenfe may 
be fignified by the deceafed brother; he ftands in 
the relation of a brother to his people, and has all 
the love, friendfhip, compaffion, and condefcen- 
fion of one ; he and they are of one and the fame 
Father, of the fame family, and of the fame na- 
ture, and have the fame inheritance, they being co- 
heirs with him; noris he afhamed to own the re- 
lation. This brother of theirs is deceafed ; his 
death was according to the will of God, what ‘he 
himfelf agreed to, and was foretold by the pro- 
phets ; for which purpofe he came into the world, 
and did die as to the flefh, and that for the fins of 
his people. Now the Yewi/h church was his. wife, 
by whom he had no children through the law ; that 
church was efpoufed to him, he ftood in the rela- 
tion of an hufband to her, and the in the relation 
of awifetohim. Very few children were brought 
-forth by her to him, fee J/ liv. 1, 5. Fer. iis 2. 
and iii. 1. and xxxi. 32. and none by the law, by 
which there is no regeneration, but by the gofpel , 
it is through that, and not the law, the fpirit and 
his graces come 3 or fouls are born again to Chrift, 
renewed and fanctified. The apoftles that fur- 
vived Chriff, and the minifters of the gofpel, are 
his brethren, Yobm xx. 17. and who are inftruments 


in begetting fouls to Chiff; and thefe are a feed 
raifed up unto him, and are called not after the 
name of the apoftles and minifters of the word, 
through whofe miniftry they are begotten, 1 Cor. 
1. 12, 13./ and iii. 4, 5. and iv. 1s. but after 
Chrift; and have the name of Chriftians, or anoint- 
ed ones from him, and by which means his name is, 
and will be continued as long as the fun endures, 
Mis xi. 26. Pf. \xxii. 17. 
¥. 7. And the man like not to take bis brother's 
wife, 8cc.] The provifion here made by this law, 
when this was the cafe, is fuch as did not take 
place before it became a-law; for then Onan 
would have taken the advantage of it, and refufed 
marrying his brother’s wife, which ’tis plain was 
not agreeable to him, Gew, xxxviii. 9. as manydo 
now on one account or another. Leo of Modena' {ays, 
“* it was anciently accounted the more laudable 
thing to take her, than to releafe her ; but now the 
corruption of the times, and the hardnefs of men’s 
hearts, are fuch, as that they only look after world- 
ly ends, either of riches, or of the beauty of the 
woman ; fo that there are very few that in this cafe 
will marry a brother’s widow, efpecially among the 
Dutch and Italian Fews, but they always releafe 
her :” then let his brother's wife go up to the gate; 
to the gate of the city, where the judges fit for 
public affairs; to the gate of the fanhedrim, or 
court of judicature, as the Targum of Fonathan ; 
and this affair was cognizable by the bench of three. 
judges, and might be difpatched by them ; for fo 
it is ‘faid™, ‘* the plucking off the thoe, and the 
refufal of marriage, are by three :” 7. e. three 
judges, which was the loweft court of judicature 
with the Fews : unto the elders and fay; which ac- 
cording to the above Targum were to be five wife- 
men, of which three were to be judges, and two 
witneffes ; and fhe was to fay in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, in which according to the Mifnab" , the 
was to pronounce what follows: my bu/bana’s bro- 
ther refufeth to raife up unto bis brother a name in If- 
rael, he will not perform the duty of my bufband’s 
brother ; thatis, in a few words, he will not marry 
her. 
¥. 8. Then the elders of his city foall call him, 
&c.] Require him to come before them, and de- 
clare his refolution, and the reafons for it ;_ recite 
this Jaw to him, and explain the nature of it, and 
exhort him to comply with it, or thew reafon why 
he does not, at leaft to have his final refolution up- 
on it: and fpeak unto him; talk with him upon 
this fubject, and give him their beft advice ; and 
what that was, Maimonides © more particularly in- 
forms us ; if it is good and advifeable to marry, 
they advife him to marry; but if it is better ad- 
vice to pluck off the fhoe, they give it ; as when 
fhe is young and he is old, or the is old. and he 
young, they advife him to allow the fhoe to be 
plucked off : and if he fland to it, and fay, I like 
not to take her; if after all the converfation, de- 
bate, and counfel between them, he is refolute; 
and abides by his firft determination, that he will 
not marry her, then the following method was to 
be taken. 
¥. 9. Then fhall bis brother's wife come unto him 
in the prefence of the elders, &c.] The time and — 
place being appointed the evening before by three 
rabbins, and two witnefles, as Leo of Modena fays” ; 
jof which the was apprized, and ordered to come faft- 
ing : 
1 Yebamot,..¢,4..§.5. | |) °* Ib. §. 10. 1 Utfupra, §. 3. ™ Mifn, Sanhedrin, ¢. 1. §. 3. ® Sotah, 
Ca Buy, Sede ° Yebum vechalitzah, c. 4. §. 1. ® Ut fupra, §. 4. : . 
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ing: and: loofe bis fooe from off bis foot s his right 
foot, which was thus done ; ‘‘ they bring him a lea- 
ther fhoe,. which has a heel, but not fewed with 
linen (linen thread), and he puts it ori the right 
foot, and binds the latchet on his foot; and ftands, 
he and fhe in the court ; he fixes his foot on the 
ground, and fhe fits and ftretcHes out her hand in 
the court, and loofes the latchet of his fhoe from 
off his foot, and pulls off his fhoe, and cafts it to 
the ground? :” this he fuffered to be done to fhew 
that he gave up his right to her; and he was fo 
ufed. by way of reproach, to fignify, that he de- 
ferved not to be reckoned among freemen, but 
among fervants and flaves, that went barefooted, 
having no.fhoes on : and in the myftical fenfe of it, 
as Ainfworth obferves, it {piritually fignified, that 
fuch as would not beget children unto Chri, (or 
preach his gofpel for that purpofe) it fhould be de- 
clared of them that their feet are not fhod with the 
preparation of the gofpel of Chriff, Eph. vi. 15. 
and {pit in bis face; in a way of contempt, asa 
token of fhame and difgrace ; but the Fews/b wri- 
ters generally interpret- this in a fofter manner, as 
if it was.not in his face, but in his prefence, upon 
the floor, and feen by the judges *: axd fhall an- 


fide : and putteth forth ber hand, and taketh bim by 
the fecrets ; or privy parts ; in Hebrew his Jhameful 
parts *, which through fhame are hidden, and mo- 
defty forbids to expreis in proper terms ; and fuch 
is the purity of the Hebrew language, that no ob- 
fcene words. are ufed in it ; for which reafon, 
among others, it is called the holy tongue. This 
immodeft ation was done partly out’ of affection te 
her hufband, to oblige his antagonift to let go his 
hold of him ;- and partly out of malice and’ re-’ 
venge to him, to fpoil him, and make him unfit for 
generation, and therefore was to be féverely punifh- 
ed, as follows. 

¥. 12. Chen thou foalt eut off ber hand, Se.) 
Which was to be done not by the man that ftrove 
with her hufband, or by any by ftander, but by 
the civil magiftrate or his order. This feverity was 
ufed to deter women from fuch an immodeft as 
well as injurious action, who on fuch an occafion’ 
are very paffionate and inconfiderate. Our Lord is 
thought to refer to this law, Maes. v. 30. though 
the Fewi/h writers interpret this not of aétual cut- 
ting off the hand, but of paying a valuable con- 
fideration, a price put upon it ; fo Farchi ;and Aben. 
Ezra compares it with the law of retaliation, eye 


[wer and fay, fo foall it be done unto the man that will for eye; which they commonly underftand of pay- 


not build up kis brother's houfée 5 that is, in this con- 
temptuous and fhameful manner fhall he’.be 
ufed. 

y. 10. And bis name fhall be called in Ifrael, &c.} 
Not his particular and perfonal name, but his fa- 
mily ; for it feems that not only a mark of infamy 
was fet upon. him for refufing to marry his bro- 
ther’s widow, but upon his family alfo: the hou/e 
of kim that bath his fhoe loofed; which, as Leo 
of Modena {ays *, was repeated by her three times ; 
and at every time the people with a loud voice an- 
fwer and call him, one that had his fhoe loofed ; 
and then the rvaddin tells the man, that he is at li- 
berty now to marry whom he pleafes ; andif he 
defires. a certificate from them of this fetting free 
his kinfwoman, they prefently give him one ; and 
fhe alfo had a writing given to her by the judges 
certifying the fame, that fhe was free alfo to marry 
another ; of which the following is »a fhort form 
or copy'. .‘* In fuch or fuch a feffion (or court) 
fuch an one, the daughter of fuch an one, plucked 
off the fhoe of fuch an one, the fon of fuch an 
one, before us ; fhe brought him before us, and 
the loofed the fhoe of his right foot, and fpit be- 
‘fore him fpittle, which was feen by us upon the 
ground ; and faid, So fhall it be done to the man 
that would not build up his brother’s houfe.’’ A 
larger form may be feen in Maimonides", as well 
as a type and copy of the matrimonial contract. 
From this law an high-prieft was free, Lev. xxi. 
14.:and fo a king, according to the Fewyh ca- 
non ™ « 

y. 11. When men ftrive together one with another, 
&o.] Quarrel with one another, and come to 
blows, and ftrive for maftery, which. fhall beat, 
and be the beft man: and the wife of the one draw- 


ing a price for the eye, tooth, &e. loft ; and who 
adds, if fhe don’t redeem her hand, (#. @ by a 
price) it muft be cut off : thine eye fhall not pity 
her ; on account of the tendernefg of her fex, or 
becaufe of the plaufible excufe that might be made 
for her action, being done hattily and in a paffion, 
and out of affection to her hufband ;_ but thefe con- 
fiderations were to have no place with the magi- 
ftrate, who was to order the punifhment inflicted, 
either in the ftrict literal fenfe, or by paying a fum 
of money. ' 

¥. 13. Thou foalt not have in thy bag divers 
weights, &c.| Or, a ffone and a fione’s it being 
ufual in thofe times and countries, to have their 
weights of ftone, as it was formerly with us ‘here; 
we itill fay, that fuch a commodity is worth fo much 
per fione, a ftone being of fuch a weight; now 
thefe were not to be different: @ great and afmell; 
great weights to buy with them, and fmall weights 
to fell with them, as the Targum of Fonathan pa- 
raphrafes it. 

¥. 14. Thou fhalt not have in thine houfe divers 
megfures, ®c.| Or, anepbab and an ephab, which ~ 
was one fort of meafure in ufe with the Fews, and 
held above a buthel; and is put for all others, 
which fhould be alike, and nota great and a fmall, 
one to buy with, and another to fell by, as before 
obferved ; which would be to cheat both feller 
and buyer in their turns ; fee Amos viii. 5. 

¥. 15. But thou joalt have a perfett and juft 
weight, a perfect and juft meafure foalt thou have, 
&c.] That is, full weights, and full meafures; 
and fuch as are alike, and every where ufed, accord- 
ing to the ftandard of thecountry ; fee the note on 
Lev. xix. 36. that thy days may be lengthened in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee ; long life 


ebh near for to deliver ber bufband out of the hand of \was always reckoned a_bleffing, and is frequently 


him that fmiteth him, perceiving that his antago- 
nift has more {kill or ftrength, or both, for fight- 
ing, and is an over-match for her hufband, who 
is like to be much bruifed and hurt ; wherefore to 
fave him out of the hands of the fmiters fhe makes 


up-to them to part them, or take her hnfband’s be that ufe falfe weights and meafures, Pf lv. 23. 
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promifed to obedience, and particularly long life in. 
theland of Canaan; which was a moft delightful 
and fruitful land, and which a man might with to 
live long in; deceitful men are threatened with not 
living half their days, and fuch may they: be faid to 
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¥.16. For all that do fuch things, &c.] Keep! I/rael, which phoenomenon Amalek might fee, and 
different weights and meafures, and make ufe of|yet did not fear; and who had done fuch wonders 
them to defraud their neighbours in buying and|for I/rael in Egypt, and had brought them from 
felling: and all that do unrighteoufly 5 what is not|thence, and had drowned Pharaoh and his hott in 
juft and right between man and man, in any other|the Red-/ea ; of which doubtlefs 4malek had heard, 
inftance whatever : ate an abomination unto the Lord|and yet feared not the Lord, who had done fuch 
thy God both they and their actions; he is a righ-|ereat things. 
teous God, and loves righteoufnefs, and hatesin-}  ¥. 19. Therefore it foall be, when the Lord thy 
juftice of every kind. _ _|God hath given thee reft from all thine enemies round 

¥. 17, Remember what Amalek did unto thee, &c.]}about, &c.] Not only when they had fubdued the 
The Ainalekites, how they came out againft them,|Canaanites, and got poffeffion of their land, but 
and fought with them at Rephidim, Exod. xvii. 8.;when they were clear, and free from all their neigh- 
by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt ;\bouring nations, Moadites, Midianites, Edomites; 
which was an aggravation of their cruel and inhu-| Ammonites, and Philiftines; wherefore it may be 
man action, that they not only came out again{t}obferved, that this did not take place, as not im- 
them unprovoked, were the aggreffors, and fell| mediately after the conqueft of Canaan, fo neither 
upon them as they were travelling on the road, but}in the times of the judges, when they were har- 
when they were juft come out of Hgypt, where they | rafled frequently by their neighbours, and not un- 
had been in hard bondage, and their fpirits broken, |til the times of Saué, the firft king of I/rael: in 
and they not ufed to war; and fo took them at all |¢be land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an 
thefe difadvantages, a people that had not in the |isberitance to poffe/s it , the fenfe is, when they 
leaft injured them: were in the full poffeffion of the land given them 

y. 18. How he met thee by the way, 8&c.] Not|by the Lord, as an inheritance to be enjoyed by 
with neceffary provifions, food, and drink, which |them and theirs ; and were at an entire reft from 
would have been but a piece of kindnefs and hu-|all enemies, and fo had their hands at liberty to 
manity to travellers; but met them fword in hand,|employ againlt Amalek : that thou fhalt blot out the 
in order to ftop their journey, and make them cap-|remembrance of Amalek from under heaven ; that is, 
tives, at leaft to harrafs and diftrefs them: amd|utterly deftroy them, fo that there fhould be none 
fmote the bindmoft of them, came upon them ina fly| left of them any where, to put in mind that there 
cowardly manner, and attacked their rear: even a//\ever were fuch a people on earth ; men; women, 
that were feeble bebind thee ; women and children, |children, cattle of all forts, were to be deftroyed, 
and fuch men as were weak, fickly, labouring un-|and nothing left that belonged unto them ; that it 
der fome diforder, and fo lagged behind, and could | might not be faid this beaft was Amalek’s; as Farchi, 
not keep up with the reft; on thefe Amalek firft|and to the fame purpole A4ben Ezra ; fee the order 
fell, and began his attack here: when thou waft \for this renewed, and the accomplifhment of it, at 
faint and weary , with travelling, and the more fo |leaft in part, 1 Sam. xv. 2, 3, &c. thou fhalt not 
for want of water, which was their cafe at Repht-|forget it ; neither the unkindnefs of Amalek, nor 
dim, when Amalek came out againft them ; which is|this order to deftroy him. The Targum of Fona- 
another aggravation of their unkind ufage of them|than adds, ‘< and even in the days of the king 
they were not to forget: and he feared not God ;| Meffiah it fhall not be forgotten.” 
who was then in the pillar of cloud and fire with 
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HIS chapter treats of the bafket of firft-|brought at barley-hatveft iti the time of the paff 
fruits to be. brought and prefented to the}over, and from the two wave-loaves of wheaten- 
* Lord, and the confeffion to be made along with it,} flower, at wheat-harveft, at pentecoft; and from 
y. 1—11. andof the declaration to be made on the|the cake of the firft of their dough; fee Lev. xxiii. 
third year, the year of ‘tithing, and the prayer an-|10, 17. Numb. xv. 20, 21. They were of one fort 
nexed to it, ¥. 12—15. and of the covenant made| only, thefe of various kinds; though, as Farchi ob- 
in a folemn manner between God and the people of] ferves, not all firft-fruits, or the firft of allforts of 
Tfrael, ¥.16—19. fruits, were to be brought ; for all were not bound 
{to firft-fruits, but the feven kinds only called here 
y. 1. And it fhall be, when thou art come in unto the| the fruit of the earth, and are particularly mention- 
land, &c.\ The land of Canaan, which they were|ed in ch, viii. 8. and their manner of obferving, 
now on the borders of, and juft entering into:|{electing, and gathering their firft-fruits, as the 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee for aninheri-\{ame writer notes, was this ; ‘* a man goes into 
tance ; which is often mentioned, to obferve that|his field, and fees a fig forward, he bindsarufh 
it was not through their merits, but his gift, that} about it for a fign, and fays, lo, this is firft- 
they fhould enjoy the land ; and the rather here to] fruits; and fo, if he fees a bunch of grapes, or a 
enforce the following law concerning the bafket] pomegranate, forwarder than the reft, he does the 
of firft-fruits : evd poffeffe/t it, and dwelleft there \{ame,” as is obferved in the Mifnah*: which thou 
in ; notonly had entered into it, but got the pof-| alt bring of thy land which the Lord thy God giveth 
feflion of it, and fettled there, This fhews, as} thee ; and the Jand being given them, and fucha 
_ archi obferves, that they were not bound to the} fruitful one as it was, they needed not to grudge 
firft-fruits till they had fubdued the land and di-| bringing the firft-fruits of it to the Lord. The 
vided it; not as foon as they were init. quantity they were to bring is not fixed; this was 
¥.2. That thou fhalt take of the firft of all the|\eftto their generofity ; but according to tradition, 
fruit of the earth, &c.] This oblation of firft-|they were to bring the 6oth part; fo fays Maimo- 
fruits was different from the fheaf of the firft-fruits| wides, ‘* the firft-fruits have no meafure (no fixed 
meafure) 

2 Mifn. Biccarim, c. 3. §. 1. 4 Maimon. Hilchot Biccarim, c. 2. §. 17. 
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the wifemen, a man ought to feparate one out of 
fixty :” and fhalt put it in a bafket, for the more 
convenient carriage of them, and for the more de- 
cént oblation and waving of them together. The 
rich brought their firft-fruits in bafkets of filver 
and of gold, the poor in wicker bafkets of wil- 
lows barked’. The firft fruits of the feven fe- 
veral kinds were all put together in one bafket, not 
into feparate ones, or into as many as there were 
kinds ; but then, as the Jaft mentioned writer ob- 
ferves*, ‘ they did not bring them mixed, but 
the barley (was put) beneath, or lowermoft, and 
the wheat over that ; and the olives above that, 
and the dates over them, and the pomegranates 
over them, and the figs uppermoft in the veffel ; 
and there was fome one thing which feparated be- 
tween every kind, as leaves, and the like ; and they 
put about the figs clufters of grapes without :” and 
thou foalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God 
Joall chufe to place his name there, which, as the 
event fhewed, was the city of Yeru/alem ; hither 
from all parts of the country were the firft-fruits 
to be brought. All which may teach us, that we 
are to honour God with the firft-fruits of our in- 
creafe ; that we are to be thankful in every thing, 
and for every thing we have ; and that our mercies 
fhould be acknowledged publickly in the place of 
public worfhip ; and that all our facrifices of praife 
fhould be offered in faith, which may be fignified 
by the bafket in which the firft-fruits were brought, 
without which we cannot pleafe God ; and this be- 
ing bore on the fhoulder all the while, may denote 
reverence of God, and a fenfe of former {tate and 
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meafure) from the law; but from the words of | pledge and earneftof the refurrestion of his peo 


ee a ae Te 


to the Spirit of God and his grace, which ar . 
earneft of glory ; and to the firft converts among 
Jews and Gentiles, in the firft times of the gofpe Ca 
to Chriftians in general, who are the firftofeae . 
of, God and of the Jamb, and to their facrifices of 
praife and thankfulnefs they are to offer up to God 
through Cérift, which are acceptable to him thro” 
him; and whereby they glorify him as the author 
of all their mercies, to whom they are to bring: 
their beft, and in the firft place; fee 1 Car. xv. 
20, 23. Rom. vili. 23. and xi, 16. and xvi. 5. 
Rev. xiv. 4. Heb. xiii. 15. rer 

¥.4. And the prieft fhall take the bafket out of 
thine hand, &c.] To wave it, as archi fays, put 
ting his hand under the hand of the owner, and 
fo waving it; andthis being waved to and fro to- 
wards the feveral corners of the earth, was an ac- 
knowledgment of the Lord being the proprietor of 
it : and fet it down before the altar of the Lord thy 
God , that it might have fome appearance of a fa- 
crifice, and be a fit emblem of the fpiritual facri- 
fice of praife, which. is accepted upon the altar 
Chrifi, which fanctifies every gift. 

¥. 5. And thou fhalt [peak and fay before the Lerd 
thy God, &c.] Speak with a loud voice, lifting up 
the voice, as Farchi interprets it ; or anfwer * , “to 
the queftion the prieft will afk, faying, What is 
this thou haft brought ? as Aben Ezra remarks ; 
and this being faid in the tabernacle, and before the 
prieft of the Lord, and as in the prefence of the 
Lord, is reprefented as faid before him, which is as 
follows: a Syrian ready to perifh was my father; 
meaning Yacob, who though born in Canaan, his 


condition, as this might put the J/raelites in mind of | mother was a Syrian, and his grandfather abraham 
their carrying loads in Egypt. | was of Chaldea a part of Syria; and Facob married 
¥. 3. And thou fhalt go unto the prief that fhall\two wives in Syria, and all his children were born 
be in thofe days, &c.| Whofe courfe and turn it there but Benjamin, and where he lived twenty 
would be to minifter before the Lord ; though, ac-| years; and fometimes perfons are denominated, as 
cording to the Targum of Fonathan, it was the high| from the place of their birth, fo from the place of 
prieft they were to apply to on this occafion ; and} their dwelling, as Chri? was called a Nazarene from 
fo Aben Ezra obferves, that this law is obligatory | Nazareth, where he dwelt, -though he was bern at 
all the time there is an high-prieft, as if it was| Bethlebem, Matt. ii. 23. and Fether, though an Jj- 
not binding when there was none, and all depended | raelite, as Aben Ezra obferves, is called an J/bmael- 
on him; who in this cafe was typical of Chri/f our | ite, perhaps becaufe he dwelt fome time among that 
high-prieft, to whom we mutt bring, and by him people, 1 Chron. ii. 17. Now Facob might be faid 
offer up, the facrifice of praife, even the fruit of| to be ready to. perifh.when he fled for his life fr 
our lips, giving thanks to God for all his mercies :| his brother E/az, and was poor and pennylefs when 
and fay unto him, what follows, and the bafket of| he came to Laban ; fo the laft-mentioned writeri 
firft-fruits all the while on his fhoulder*, even if|terprets this phrafe ; to which may be added, that 
aking: J profefs this day ; it being done once in| when in his fervice he was expofed to cold and heat, 
a year, and not twice, as archi notes: unto the|and had his wages frequently changed, and after- 
Lord thy God; directing his fpeech to the prieft : | wards when obliged to flee from Laban, was pur- 
that 1am come into the country which the Lord fware |\{ued-by-him with an intention to do him mifchief, 
unto our fathers for to give us, and not only come |had not the Lord prevented him. The reafon of 
into it, but was in the poffeffion of it, and in the 
enjoyment of the fruits of it; of which the ba- 
fket of firft-fruits he had brought on his fhoulder | 
was atoken. The natural and moral ufe of thefe|to the gift of God, ‘and his goodnefg,. that 
firft-fruits to the J/raelites, and the bringing of|joyed the land of Canaqu. So every enfib 
them, was hereby to own and acknowledge that|when he brings his facrifice of praife to 
God was the proprietor of the land of Canaan; |his mercies, efpecially f{piritual ones, fra 


J 


that they had it by gift from him, and that they 
held it of him, the firft-fruits being a fort of quit- 
rent they brought him ; and that he was faithful to 
his oath and _promife he had made to their fathers, 
and which they profeffed with great humility and 
thankfulnefs. The typical ufe of them was to. di- 
rect to Chrift himfelf, the firft-fruits of them that 
fleep in him, the firft begotten from the dead, the 
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knowledges his loft perithing condition by 
of which he is fenfible; and thatin order to 
nify the riches of the grace of God in his fal 

toendear Chrift as a faviour the more, a dt 


humble, and make thankful : and be went di 
to Egypt ; not dire€tly, but fome years 
former affli€ted circumftances ; fo the 
Jonathan exprefies it, «* after thefe thin 
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down into Egypt 3” after he had beeh in perifhing 
circumftances in Syria, and-when he was fore prefied 
with famine in Canaan : and fojourned there with a 
few; with 70 fouls as Yarchir and became there a 
great nation, mighty and populous , infomuch that 
the king of Egypt was jealous of them, left thro’ 
their ftrength and numbers they fhould get away 
from them, when any favourable incident hap- 
pened ; they being when they came out from 
thence 600,000 men able to bear arms, befides wo- 
men and children. . 

¥. 6. And the. Egyptians evil intreated us; &c.] 
Ordered their male children to be killed by the mid- 
wives, and by another edict to be drowned by the 
people : and ‘affitted us; by fetting tafk-matters 
over them, who put heavy burdens upon them: 
and laid upon us hard bondage, in mortar and brick, 
and all manner of field-fervice, in. which they 
made them ferve with rigour, and whereby. their 
lives were made bitter; fee Exod. i. ga—22. 

¥. 7. And when we cried unto the Lord our God, 
&c.] As they did by reafon of their hard bondage, 
Exod. ii. 23: and the Lord beard our voice, and 
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vided for: thow and the Levite, and the ranger 
that ts among you ; by which it feems, that not only: 
a bafket of firft-fruits was brought and prefented 
to the Lord, which is the-perquifite of the prieft, 
but there were others alfo brought, or bought 
with their money at Yerufalem, and a fort of afeaft 
kept, which the Levité, and {tranger’ or profelyte, 
partook of along with the owner ; fee ch. xii: 11, 
12, and xvi. 10, 11. though archi underftands, 
it of the Levite and ftranger being obliged to bring: 
the firft-fruits; the Levite, he fays, is bound to the 
firft-fruits of the plants in the midft of his cities, 
though he had. no part in the divifion of the 
land ; and the fame writer fays, the ftranger brings 
the firft-fruits, butdoes not proclaim, becaufe he 
can’t fay, which be fware to our fathers, ¥. 3. but 
it is faid ‘, 1f his mother was an J/raelite/s he might 
proclaim ; yea, Maimonides ® fays, on account of 
what is faid of Abraham, Gen. xvii. 5. who is the 
father of the: whole world; fee Rom, iv. 12, 13. 
becaufe mention is made,of rejoicing ; hence it is 
concluded, as Farchi fays, that the proclamation 
of the firft-fruits was only made in the time of 


looked upon our afficion, and our labour, and our op-\joy, from Pentecoft unto the featt that a man ga- 


prefion 5 with a look of pity and compaffion, heard | 


their cries, anfwered their petitions, and fent them 
a deliverer, Exod, ti. 25. and iii. 7, 8. ; 
¥. 8. And the Lord brought us forth out of Egypt, 
&c.} Afterfome time : with a mighty hand and with 
an out-ftretched arm; by his almighty power, of which 


thers in his increafe, and his fruits, and his wine, 
and his oil; tho’ from that feaft and onward he 
may bring but not proclaim; to the fame purpofe 
fays the Mifnabh », from Pentecoft to the feaft of 
tabernacles a man may bring the firft-fruits, and pro- 
claim ; andeven from the feaft of tabernacles to the 


full proof was given by what he then did, Dewt.| dedication of the temple, he may bring, but not 
v. 15. and with great terriblenefs; to Pharaob|\proctaim,; the reafon given in Sipbri ‘is, becaufe 
and his people, through the plagues that were in-| proclamation is only to be performed in ‘time of 
flicted on them, efpecially the laft, the flaying of|joy—and the joy of the year is finithed at the end 


their firft-born; fee Deut. iv. 34. and with figns\of the feaft of tabernacles, as in Lev. xxv. 40. 


and with wonders; wrought by the hands of Mo/es 
and Aaron, meaning the ten plagues often fo cal- 
led. 

¥.9. And be hath brought us unto this place, 
&c.] | After forty years travel through the wilder- 
dernefs: and hath given us this land, a land that 
floweth with milk and boney, an uiual defcription 
of the land of Canaan, becaufe of the great ferti- 
lity of it, and the abundance of good things in it; 
fee Exod, iii: 8. 

¥. 10. And now bebold I have brought the firft 
fruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, haft given 
me, &c.| Directing his fpeech not to the prieft, 
but to the Lord himfelf; owning that the part of 
the land he had, and the fruits he enjoyed, were 
the gifts of God to him, and therefore, as in gra- 
titude bound, brought him the firft-fruits: and 
thou foalt. fet it before the Lord thy God; thefe are 
the words of Mo/es, or of the law, directing the 
man what further he had to do; and this, as Far- 
ebi thinks, fhews that he took it after the prieft 
waved it, and laid hold on it with. his hand whilt 
he was reading (his confeffion) turning and_wa- 
ving: and worfbip before the Lord thy God; bow 
before him in a reverend and humble manner, fen- 
fible of his obligations to him, and dependence on 
him. 

¥. 11. And thou fhalt rejoice in every good thing, 
&c.} In all the bleflings of goodnefs and mer- 
cies of life, which God in his kind providence had 
favoured them with: which the Lord thy God hath 
given unto thee, and unto thine houfe; to them and 
their families, by which they were comfortably pro- 


£ Mifn. Biccurim, ¢. 1. §. 4. 

! Apud Maimon, in ib. 
in ib. 
Vou. Tha N°. 4. 


& Maimon. Hilchot Biccurim, c. 4. §. 3. 
* In Mifn, Maafer Sheni, c. 5. §. 6. 


y¥. 12. When thou haft made an end of tithing all 
the tithes of thine increafe, &c.| Which, accor- 
ding to Maimonides *, is to be underftood of the 
feaft, in which all tithes are finifhed; which is the 
feaft of the paflover: the third years which is the 
year of tithing ; that is, the third from every fe- 
venth, when the land lay untilled. Every year a 
tithe was paid to the Levites; and befides that a fe- 
cond tithe, which was carried to Feru/alem and eaten 
there ; and every third year it was eaten at home, in 
their towns and cities in the country inftead of it, 
with the Levite, poor and ftranger, and was called 
the poor’s tithe; and hence the Targum of Fona- 
than here calls this year the year of the poor’s 
tithe, as was alfo the fixth year, and was reck- 
oned not compleat till the paflover in the follow- 
ing year, as the Fewifh-writers! fay ; and bath 
given it unto the Levite, the flranger, the fatherle/s 
and the widow, that is, the poor’s tithe of the 
third year, which thefe were to eat of with the 
owner, ch. xiv. 28, 29. though the Yews com- 
monly diftinguith the Levize from the reit, and fup- 
pofe that both firft and fecond tithes are meant, 
the one to be given to the former, and the other 
to the latter; fo the Targum of ‘fonathan and 
Yarchi : that they may eat within thy gates, and be 
filled ; for this was a confiderable entertainment, a 
fort of a feaft, a full meal however; hence it is 
concluded, as Farchi fays, that they did not give 
lefs of corn to a poor man .than half a kab of 

wheat, which was above three pints. 
¥.13. Then thou fhalt fay before the Lord thy 
God, &c.] Make the following declaration as Hip 
> is 


h Ut fupra, §. 6. 
1 Mifn. ib. & Maimon. & Bartenora 
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that God would vouchfafe to look with aneyeof — 
love, complacency, and delight, upon him and 
‘upon all his people, from heaven his holy habita- 
tion, though they were on earth, and unholy per- 
fons in themfelves, and efpecially if compared with 
him; fee J/ Ivii. 15. and Ixiii. 15. and blefs thy 
people Irael, with bleflings temporal and {piritual : 
and the land which thou haft given us 5 with fertility 
and plenty’ of all good things, that it might be 
as thou fwareft to our fathers, a land flowing with 
milk and honey; fee ¥. 9. Lilt Sypam eee 

¥. 16. This day the Lord thy God hath commanded 
thee to do thefe ftatutes and judgments, &c.| Thele - 
arethe words of Mofes, as Aben Ezra rightly ob- 
ferves, and refer not only to the laws laft mentioned, 
but to all others which he had repeated, or the 
Lord by him had ordered to be obferved, recorded 
in this book: and though it is very probable Mo/es 
had been feveral days repeating former laws, and 
acquainting them with new ones; yet this being 
the laft day, in which the whole account was finifh- 
ed, they are faid to be commanded that day, and 
though commanded that day were to be obierved _ 
and done every day ; for, as Farchifays, every 
day was to be aaa and reckoned as new, as 
if-on that day they were commanded them : tou 
fhalt therefore keep and do them with all thy heart, 
and with all thy foul, cordially, readily, willingly, 
fincerely, conftantly, and to the utmoft of their 
abilities, “Rae 

¥. 17. Thou haft avouched the Lord this day to be 
thy God, &c.| Said, affirmed, protefted, and in 
the moft folemn manner declared, that the Lord 
was their God, and him only; and that they 
would have no other God, nor worfhip, ferve, or 
obey any other. The Lord is the God of all man- 
kind, as he is the creator and preferver of them, 
and was of the people of J/rae/ in a peculiar man- 
ner, they being chofen, redeemed, and privileged- 
by him above all others ; and efpecially is of his 
elect in Chri among all nations, whom he has 
loved and fet apart for himfelf, and determined to 
fave ;whom he has adopted and regenerated; hepro- 
vides for them, protects and preferves them, gives 
them grace here and glory hereafter: he is their 
God in Chrift, and by virtue of the covenant of 
his grace made with them in him; and is known 
by them to be fo in effectual vocation by the appli- 
cation of covenant-bleflings to them ; and which is 
certified to them by the Spirit of God, upon which 
they claim their intereft in him, and make pro- 
feffion’of him as their God: and to walk in bis ways, 
and to keep bis ftatutes and his commandments, and 
his judgments, and to bearken unto bis voice; that is, 
this was then their refolution and determination, 
their proteftation and declaration, to walk in all: 
the ways of God, both in private and in public, he 
direéted unto; and to obferve all his laws, ceremo- 
nial, moral, and judicial, which he had given 
them as the rule of their walk and behaviour ; and 
to regard whatfoever he fhould reveal by his pro- 
phets and minifters, as his will; and a view of 
covenant-intereft in God lays all good men under 
the ftrongeft obligation in the ftrength of divine ~ 
grace to attend to his will; nor can there bea — 
greater motive to them than covenant-love, grace, 
and mercy. . . Mo 

y. 18. And the Lord hath avouched thee this day 
to be bis peculiar people, &c') Affirmed and 
clared them to be his fpecial people, above all peo- 
ple on the face of the earth, and that they were 


his prefence ; for this was not made in the tabernacle 
or temple at ferufalem, fince the tithe was to be 
eaten with the poor in the gates of the owner, as in 
the preceding verfe; I have brought away the hal- 
lowed things out of mine boufe; which Aben Ezra 
and Onkelos interpret of the tithe ; but it feems 
befides that, to take in every thing devoted to all 
holy ufes, be they what they will; which were at 
this time to be feparated from a man’s own com- 
mon goods, and applied to the purpofes for which 
they were defigned and devoted, and particularly 
what was to be given to the poor: and alfo have 
given them unto the Levite, and unto the firanger, to 
the fatherle/s, and to the widow, according to all th 
commandments which thou haft commanded me, giv- 
ing to each according as the law directs; which the 
Targum of Fonathan and Farchi interpret as be- 
fore, giving the firft tithe to the Levites; and the 
fecond tithe to the reft: I have not tranfgreffed thy 
commandments, neither have 1 forgotten them: nei- 
ther broken them wilfully, nor omitted them thro’ 
carelefsnefs, negligence, and forgetfulnefs, but was 
mindful to obferve them punctually and exactly. 
y. 14. I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, 
&c.] When in grief and forrow on account of 
any afflictive circumftance, for thefe were to be 
eaten with joy, ¥ 11. and ch. xvi. rf. and efpe-! 
cially of the lofs of relations by death, when holy 
things were not to be eaten by fuch perfons; fee 
Lev. x. 1g. and particularly tithes, though it is 
faid *, ‘* what is doubtful of tithing (whether it 
has been tithed or no) might be eaten by a mour- 
ner;” and a man was reckoned fuch an one until 
his dead was buried. So Maimonides ° obferves, ‘‘ a 
mourner may not eat holy things, as it is written 
Deut. xxvi. 14. he is one whofe relation is dead, 
when he is obliged to mourn; for he is called by 
the law a mourner as Jong as the dead lies upon 
the face of the earth (above ground) or as long as 
heis not yet buried, he is called a mourner ; and 
fo likewife on the day of burial:” neither have 1 
taken away ought thereof for any unclean ule ; 
or common ufe, or any other ufe than it was de- 
figned for, and devoted to; or for any unclean 
perfon, who by the law might not eat thereof ; or, 
as Farchi interprets it, that he had not removed it, 
or taken it away from being eaten, on account of 
any unclean perfon, becaufe I am unclean and he 
pure, or he pure and I unclean: zor given ought 
thereof for the dead, for the neceffities of the dead, 
as Aben Ezra; more particularly archi, to make 
for him a coffin and grave-clothes ; and fo the Tar 
gum of Fonathan interprets it of grave-clothes for 
the dead ; though that of Yerufalem of clothes for 
thofe that are polluted by thedead. It may have 
refpect alfo to the parentalia, or funeral feafts made 
at the interment of the dead; though Avex Ezra 
fays there are fome that fay it was for idolatry, and 
fo the perfon here fpeaking denies that he had made 
ufe of any of the holy things in honour of idols, 
of dead men deified, and fome are ‘of ‘opinion, 
that all the above things may have fome refpect to 
idolatrous practices’: but I have hearkened to the 
voice of the Lord my God, and have done according 
to all that thou haft commanded me, obferved his 
word, and kept clofe to it, and not fwerved from: 
it, but acted according to it in all things before re- 
ferred to. q 
¥. 15. Look down from thy holy habitation from 
heaven, &c.} This is a prayer of the perfon that 
makes the above declaration annexed toit, defiring 


. 
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looked upon and confidered by him as his jewels,| _y. 19. To make thee high above all nations, &c.] 
his peculiar treafure : as be hath promifed thee; on|None of them having the Lord to be their God 
condition of their obedience to him, as he did in}and king, in fuch fenfe as J/rael, nor they his peo- 
Exod. xix. 5. and that thou foouldeft keep all bis com-\plein fuch a peculiar fenfe as they were; nor having 
mandments ; at the fame time declared this as his|fuch laws'and ftatutes as he had given to them; 
will, that they fhould obferve all his precepts, to|thefe things gave them a fuperiority over all other 
which they were laid under obligation by the fpe-|nations : which he bath made, in praife, and in name, 
cial favour and peculiar privileges he beftowed up-|and in honour , that is, which nations he made 
on them, Deut. vii. 6,7. The Targums interpret|praife-worthy, famous, and honourable, for their 
both thefe verfes of the people of J/rael chufing]extent, wealth, riches, and number ; and yet on 
and making the Lord their king, and of his being}the above accounts J/rae/ was advanced higher than 
made king over them ; and fo it refpects their pe-|they : end that thou mayeft be an holy people unto the 
culiar form of civil government, being a theo-)Lord thy God, as he bath fpoken; the end of the 
cracy. The Lord’s people in Cri? are a peculiar|Lord in being their God, and making them his 
people ; they are diftinct from all people, and are] people, was not only to make them high above all 
peculiarly regarded by him ; they are the objects of/others, but to make them more holy thanothers ; 
his peculiar love, andreceive peculiar favours from/to fet them apart for himfelf, as a people facred to 
him; and whom having chofen and redeemed, he} his worfhip and fervice, as he had both determined 


calls by his fpecial grace, and witnefles their {pecial 
relation to him by his Spirit; which grace obliges and 
excites them to a chearful obedienceto his commands. 


CAPD Ars 


N this chapter the people of J/rael are ordered 

to write the law on bvlaftered ftones, and fet 
them on mount Eda/, ¥. 1—4. where they are bid 
to ereét an altar, and offer facrifices on it, y. 
6—8. and are charged by Mo/es and the priefts to 
obey the Lord, and keep his commandments, y. 
9, 10. and a direction is given to the feveral tribes 
which fhould ftand and blefs, and which curfe, 
and where, ¥. 11, 12, 13. and the curfes which 
the Levites fhould pronounce with a loud voice, 
and the people fhould fay Amen to, are recited, 
yw. 14-25. and the whole is concluded with a 
curfe on all who in general do not perform the 


whole law, y. 26. 


¥.1. And Mofes with the elders of Irael com- 
manded the people, faying, &c.] The feventy elders, 
at the head of whom was Moj/es, which made the 


and declared, ch. vii. 6, 7. 


AXXVII. 


¥. 3. And thou fhali write upon them all the 
words of this law, &c.] Not the whole book of 
Deuteronomy, as fome think, at leaft not the hifto- 
rical part of it, only what concerns the laws of 
God ; and it may be only a fummary or abftraét 
of them, and perhaps only the ten commandments. 
Fofephus *is of opinion, that the bleffings and the 
curfes after recited were what were written on them : 
when thou art paffed over ; that is, the river For- 
dan: that thou mayeft go in unto the land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee, aland flowing with milk and 
honey ; this account of the land of Cavaan is fo 
frequently obferved, to imprint upon their mindsa 
fenfe of the great goodnefs of God in giving them 
fuch a fruitful country, and to point out to them 
the obligation they lay under to obferve the laws of 
God ordered to be written on plaftered ftones, as 
foon as they came into it: as the Lord God of thy 


great fanbedrim, or council of the nation; Mojes| fathers hath promifed thee, Exod. iii. &. 


having recited all the laws of God to the people, 
thefe joined with him in an exhortation to them to 
obferve and obey them : keep ail the commandments 
which I command you this day, not in his own 
name, as being the fupreme legiflator, but in the 
name of the Lord whom they had avouched to be 
their God and king, from whom he had received 
them. 

¥. 2. And it fhall be on the day when you fhall 
pafs over Fordan, &c.]|~Not the precife day exactly, 
but about that time, alittle after they paffed that 
river, 28 foon as they conveniently could ; for it 
was not tll after 4 was deftroyed, that the fol- 
lowing order was put in execution ; indeed as foon 
as they paffled over Yordan, they were ordered to 
take twelve ftones, and did ; but then they were fet 
up in a different place, and for a different pur- 


¥.4. And therefore it fhall be, when ye be gone 
over Fordan, &c.| Some time after they had paffed 
that river: that ye foall fet up thefe fiones which I 
command you this day, in mount Ebal , a mountain 
near Shechem in Samaria, and was, as Benjamin of 
Tudela fays', dry as ftones and rocks itielf, and 
perhaps had its name, as fome think *, from the 
root in the Arabic language which fignifies to ftrip 
atreeof its leaves, and a derivative from it, white 
{tones and a mountain in which fuch are found. 
Hither the ftones commanded to be fet up were to 
be brought, and fixed here; from whence it is not 
certain ; it may be from fome part of the moun- 
tain. Herethe Samaritan verfion has Gerizzim in- 
ftead of Edal, which is generally thought to be a 
wilful corruption of the Samaritans, in favour of 
their temple built at Gerizzim : and thou fhalt plai- 


pole; fee Fob. iv. 3, 8, 9. and viii. 31. untothe| fer them with plaifier , as before directed, y. 2. 


land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, that thou 
foalt fet thee up great flones ; not in Fordan, as Far- 
chi, but. on mount Eval, ¥. 4. nor had the ftones 
fet up in orden any fuch infcription as what is 
here ordered to be fet on thefe : and plaifter them 
with plaifier ; that fo words might be written upon 


v.65. And there foalt thou build an altar to the 
Lord thy God, &c.] On the fame mountain, tho’ 
not of the fame ftones. ‘archi’s note is, ** after 
that (the fetting up of the plaftered ftones) thou 
fhalt bring from thence (from Yordan) others, and 
build of them an altaron mount Eéal ;” but Fo- 


them, and be more confpicuous, and more eafily | /epbus ‘ places this alcar not on mount Zéal, but be- 


read. _. 


® Itinerar. p. 40. 


@ Antiqu. 1. 4. ¢. 8. §. 44 appa 
upra. 


Caftel. Lexic. Heptaglott. col. 2642. 
4 


This altar, he fays, was 


tween that and Gerizzim. 
ordered 


§ Reéland. Differt. 3. demonte Gerizzim, p. 128. See 
4+ 


) 
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ordered to be built» towards:the rifing fun, not far| be eafily read ; in 70 languages, according t 
from the city Shechem, between two mountains, | fewifb writers 5 which they fay was*dor 
Gerizzim and Ebal; but the text is exprefs, that| whoever would learn the law might learn it, a 
it was to be built where the ftones were fet up,|the Gentiles had no excufe'*; for it is a prev 
which was on mount £da/, and there it was built, | notion with them, that there were fo n. 
» Fofo. viii. 30. an altar of fiones ; of whole ftones, and languages. The*law being written on 
as in the next verfe, not broken, nor hewed, bat) denotes the duration of it,’ which con 
:|only during: her times of the old teftam 
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on Exod. xx. 25. Chrift has art iri his pai from fi curfe and 

¥.6. Thou fhalt build the. altar if the Lord thy;condemnation of it, yet it: is in his hands as arule 
God of whole flones, &c.] And of fuch Fofbua didjof direétion to them as to their walk and :con- 
build it, Fob. viii. 31. and thou fhalt offer burnt-of-\verfation ; nor is it made void by any doétrine of 
ferings thereon unto the Lord thy God; and very\the gofpel, and nothing more ftrongly enforces 
likely fin-offerings too; for thefe frequently went| obedience to it than the gofpel. The moral law 
together, the one to Alaice atonement for fin, and'is immutable, invariable, and eternal in itsnature, 


the other as a gift, and by way of thankfulnefs for! 
the acceptance ‘of the former 


the legal facrifices. 


¥. 7. And thou fhalt offer peace-offerings, &c.]| 


Part of which belonged to God, which was burnt 


fered them ; and the reft to the owner that brought 
them, which he eat of with his friends ; fo it fol: 
lows: and fhall eat there, and rejoice “before the 
Lord thy God ; now this altar where thefe facrifices 
were offered, was on the very fpot where the {tones 
were on which the law was written; and may point 
at the gracious provifion God has made’ for the 
redemption of his people from the curfe of it by 
Chrift, who became a fubftitute for them in their 
law-place and ftead. The altar being of rough 
unhewn ftones was a type of him in his human na- 
ture, who is the ftone inthe vifion cut out of the 
mountain without hands; and being unpolifhed, 
may denote the meannefs of his outward appear- 
ance, on account of which he was rejected by the 
Fewifh builders ; and no iron tool being to be lift- 
ed up on them, may fignify that nothing of man’s 


and in the matter of it. This may alfo- point at 


and both typical of|the hardnefs of men’s hearts, their hon-fubjection 
Chrift, the true facrifice, and the antitype of all| 


tothe law, and difobedience of it ; and thefe ftones 
being covered with plafter, may be an emblem of 
formalifts and hypocrites, who are like whited 


| walls and fepulchres, have a form of the Jaw in their 
on the altar, and another part to the prieft that of- | heads, 


but not in their hearts; are Jews out- 
wardly, but not inwardly ; externally righteous 
before men, as if they were {trict obfervers, “of the 
law, but internally very wicked; and’ have hard, 

blind, and impenitent hearts, under the Cover f 


the (aie! and a profeffion of f{tri€t regard to it';'and 


this being done on the fame mount ‘whereklla curfes 


were pronounced, fhews that they were on account | 


of the breach of this law. 

¥.9. And Mofes and the priefts the Levites Spake 
unto all Ifrael, &c.\ The priefts who were Levites, 
as all’ the priefts that were lawful ones were; and 
there were none but fuch at this time, who were 
Eleazar anid Ithamar, and their fons; thele joinéd 
with Mo/es in the following exhortations to the 
people of I/rael, as being particularly concerned in 
inftructing them in the knowledge of the Jaws, 
and in feeing them put in execution : Saying, take 


is to be added tothe facrifice and fatisfaGtion of heed, and hearken, O Irael; to what was about to 


Chrift, and falvation by him’; and this being in 
Foal, where the curfes were pronounced, fhews 
that Chrift by the offering up of himfelf for the 
fins of his people has made atonement for Bai 
and thereby has delivered them from the curfe of 
the law, being made a curfe for them ; all whith 
is matter of joy-and eladnels to them. 

¥. 8. And thou foalt write upon the ftones all the 
_-avords of this law, &c.\ Not upon the ftonés of the 
altar, but upon the firft {tones brought to mount 
bal, and {et up there before, and on which the 
words were infcribed before the altar was erected ; 
though according to the Mi/nab * the altar was built 
of thefe ftones, and on that the law written ; for it 
is faid, “* they fhall bring the ftones (y. 2, 4.) and 
build the altar, and plafter it with’ plafter, and 
write upon it all the words of the law :” with 
which ‘fofepbus agrees, who fays~, ‘* that when 
Mo/fes was about to die, he ordered the bleffings 
and the curfes to be written on the altar, on both 
fides of it :” could this be made clearly to appear, 
it would be eafy to obferve’ the accompli ets of 
it in Cbriff, who’ was made under the law, became 
fubje&t to it, ‘had it written on his heart, obeyed 
the precepts and bore the penalty of it, and had all 
the curfes of it laid on him, and thereby redeemed 
his people from them.’ ‘However, be it on which 
it may that the words of the law were written, 


be faid unto them, as well as to,what had been 
faid : this day thou art become the people of the Lord 
thy God; they were his people before; fe had 
chofen them to be his fpecial people above all 
others 5 ‘he had redeemed them out of Egypt; he 
had led them through the wildernefs, and provided 
for them and protedted them there, and had given 
them laws and ftatutes'to obferve to walkin ; all 
which fhewed them to be his peculiar peoplé : but 
now in avery formal and folemn manner they were 
avouched and declared by him to be his people, and 
they had folemnly avouched and declared. that he 
was their God and king; and every day, aceording 
to Farchi, was to be confidered as this day, asif ic 
was the day of entering into covenant with him. 
y. 10. Thou foalt therefore obey the v PF, 
Lord thy God, 8zc.] In whatfoever hed 
word, and by his prophets, and eff 
Son, "eminently called the Word of the 
do his commandments and bis ftatutes, 
mand thee this day ; fee the note on y. 1 
y.11, And Mofes charged the people the f 
&c.] That he gave the above orders to fet 
aud plafter them, and write the law ont 1 
build analtar in the fame place, and offer f 
when come into the gs se Aoi vs fe 
geese * ; 


2 am T Belt foall pond upon showin 


they were written very plainly ; fo that they might by the people, when ye are come over For 


® Sotah, CoP sp hiege 
archi in loc. 


~ Ut fapra. 


* Soiah, ib. & Bartenora in ib, Tackuan aie 
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Which was a mountain in Samari@ oppolite to 


mount Eba/, a valley ‘of a furlong broad lay be- 


em’; and according to /dillerus*, had 
prewast from being broken off from that, they 
being, as it fhould feem, originally on¢ mountain, 
and now two tops of the fame; fo Burchard, but 
others think it fignifies the mountain of the mowers 
or cutters down *; that is, of grafs or corn, be- 
ing a very fruitful ones and Benjamin of Tudela 
fays », that in his time, on mount Gerizzim were 
fountains and orchards; and being fuch a fertile 
mountain, it was very proper to blefs. upon, 
Mr. Maundrel‘, a late traveller in thofe parts, 
fays, ‘‘ though neither of the mountains have 
much to boaft of as to their pleafantnefs, yet 
as one pafies between them, Gerizzim feems to 
difcover a fomewhat more verdant fruitful a- 
{pect than Ebel; the reafon of which may be, 
becaufe fronting towards the north it is fheltered 
from the heat of the fun by its own fhade ; whereas 
Edal looking fouthward, and receiving the fun 
that comes dire€tly upon it, muft by confequence 
be rendered more feorched and. unfruitful.””  7o- 
fepkus “ fays, that Gerizzim was on the right hand, 
and Ebal on the left ; which may ferve to ftreng- 

* then the obfervation of Ainfworth, in allufion here- 
unto, that in the laft judgment thofe.on the right 
hand will be pronounced bleffed, and thofe on the 
left hand curfed: Simeon, and Levi, and Fudab, 
and Ifachar, and Fofeph, and Benjamin ; thefe ap- 
pointed for bleffing were children of the mi- 
ftrefs, or free-woman, as Aben Ezra and many 
others have obferved ; the four firft were the fons 
of Leah, and the two lait the fons of Rachel, and 
therefore employed in the moft honourable and de- 


firable fervice : and who fo proper to pronounce or | 


receive the bleffing as the children of the free wo- 
man, of Jerufalem above, which is free, the mo- 
. ther of us all chat are born again, and are made 
free by the Son of God, and are free indeed, and 
are entitled to all the bleffings of grace and 
> 
Fs 13. And thefe [ball and upon mount Ebal to 
curfe, &¢c.| Which was dry and rocky, barren and 
unfruitful, and like the earth that bears briars and 
thorns, is rejected and nigh unto curfing, and foa 
proper place to curfe, and a fit emblem of thofe to 
be curled ; fee Heb. vi. 8. Reuben, Gad, and Afper, 


of them are not recorded, becaufe they were not to 
be had from the law, and through obedience to it ; 
and therefore there is a profound filence about them, 
to put men upon feeking for them elfewhere, and 
which are ‘only to be hadin Chrif, efpecially fpi- 
ritual ones ; but we may fuppofe, they were deli- 
vered.in, the fame) form, and refpecting the fame 
things as the curfes, only juft the reverfe of them ; 
as, dleffed is the man that maketh not any graven 
image, &c, The order of both is given in the 
Targums of Fouathan and Ferufalem, as in ch: xi: 
29. fee the note there. This curfe. refpeéts the 
breach of the firft table of the law, and every 
thing included in it relating to the nature and being 
of God, the worfhip. of him, and the honour of 
hisname to do any thing contrary to which, par- 
ticularly to. make an image, whether graven or 
molten, to. worfhip, is an abomination to the Lords 
and therefore fubjeéts a man to the curfe of his law, 
it being the work of the bands of the craftfinan; and 
therefore it muft be a moft ftupid thing to afcribe 
deity to it, and worfhip it as fuch : and putteth it 
in a fecret place ; though it is not fet in a place of 
public worthip, or in the houfe, fo as to be feen by 
every one ; but in fome retired place, in a fecret 
chamber, and there worfhipped, or kept to look 
at with pleafure ; which would be a temptation, 
and lead on to idolatry, and therefore is forbidden, 
and to be guarded againft : now one that commit- 
ted idolatry, or any thing like it, in the moft fecret 
manner, was liable to this curfe; forthe omni- 
{cient God, the legiflator, knows what is done ini 
the moft .private manner, and will refent and re- 
venge every affront and injury to his honour and 
glory. And ben Ezra obferves, that all that 
follow refpect things done in a fecret way, and 
which were not cognizable by the civil magiftrate, 
and therefore to deter perfons from them thefé 
curfes were pronounced : and all the people fhall an- 
{wer and fay Amen; even thofe on the one moun- 
tain as on the other, thereby approving of, and af- 
fenting to, the juftice of the fentence profoun- 
iced. 

¥.16. Curfed be he that fetteth light by bis fa« 
ther or bis mother, &c.] That fecretly -defpifes 
them in his heart, and by looks and geftures mocks 
yat_ them in a private manner, unfeen by others, 
Prov. xxx. 17. for if he publickly curfed them, 


| 


Z , Dan, and Napbibali; four of thefe : 
ar REA curfing sige the children of the} was to be put to death, Lev. xx. 9. This follows 
Perciusaics, Gad, Afber, Dan, and Napbibali; and|next, as in the order of the ten commands, to that 
fince two were wanting, as Aven Ezra obferves,| which refpects the fear and worthip of God; ho- 
and the fons of Leah were many, the oldeft and/nouring parents being next to the glorifying of 
the youngeft were taken ; Reuben, who had defiled|God, the Father of all : and all the people Soall Say 
his father’s bed, and expofed himfelf to the curfe Amen ; applaud the righteous fentence, faying fo 
of the law, and Zedulun the laft and youngeft of let it be. ae 
Leah’s fons 5 fee Gal. iii. 10. and iv. 24, 30. ¥. 17. Curfed be he that removeth bis neighbour's 

y. 14. And the Levites foall {peak and fay unto\land-mark, &c.] Removes it backward, and fteals 
all the. men of Irael, &c.] Rather, anfwer * and\ ground, as Farchi explains it; this is commonly 
fay; not the whole tribe of Levi, for that ftood onjdone fecretly ; fee ch. xix. 14. and all the people 
mount Gerizzim to blefs, ¥. Lge. but es aN of Jay Amen, fee the notes on the two preceding 
: ibe who were placed in the valley, between |verfes. : 
ey Goel —_ pronounced both the blef-| y. 18. Curfed be he that maketh the blind to wan- 
fings and the curfes in the hearing of all the tribes| der out of the way, &c.] By directing him wrong 
of I/rael, to which they were to anfwer Amen ;|knowingly, or laying a ftumbling-block in his 
and that they might plainly hear, they exprefied|way, Lev. xix. 14. The Targum of Fonathan is, 
their words with a loud voice, clearly and diftinctly, |** that maketh a traveller wander out of the way, 
as follow. who is like a blind man ;” who knows his way 

y. 15. Curfed be the man that maketh any graven|no more than a blind man does. archi interprets 
er molten image, &c.] The bleffings and the form |it, ‘ that blinds in any thing, and gives evil coun- 


that was cognizable by the civil magiftrate, and he 
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fel,” which leads men to take wrong fteps, whether jto be done in fecret : and all the people hall fay 

in things civil, or moral, or religious ; all which | Amen; as abhorring fuch inceft. : la 

_ are ufually done privately : and all the people foall| y. 24. Curfed be he that fmiteth his neighbour fe- 
fay Amen ; fee the notes on ¥. 15, 16. _leretly, &c.] And kills him, and the murder is 

y.19. Curfed be he that perverteth the judgment |\not known ; the curfe of God follows fuch, and 
of the firanger, fatherle/s, and widow, &c.) Wholjovertakes them fooner or later. Some interpret 
have none to affift them, and take their part, and|this of fmiting with the tongue, of fecret back- 
therefore judges may be tempted to do an unjuft|biting and flander ; fo the Zargum of Fonathan, 
thing ; but God is the patron of them, and takes|** that fmiteth with the third tongue ;” or falfe 
notice of every injury done them, and is the aven-|accufation : and all the people fhall fay Amen; as 
ger of all fuch : and all the people fhall fay Amen ;\difapproving of and condemning fuch a practice, 
fee as before. even flander, and efpecially murder. 

y. 20. Curfed be he that lieth with bis father’s) y.25. Curfed be be that taketh reward to flay an 
wife, &c.] As Reuben did, and which is forbidden |innocent perfon, &c.] As an affaffin, to murder 
Lev. xviii. 8. decaufe he uncovereth bis father’s\him privately ; or asa judge, that takes a bribe to 
frirt 5 fee ch. xxii. 30. and all the people fhall fay\condemn to death an innocent perfon : fo Aben 
Amen ; the tribe of Reuben faid this as well as the|Zzra obferves, that according to the fenfe of fome 
reft. a judge is meant; but, fays he, in my opinion a 

y. 21. Curfed be be that lieth with any manner of|falfe witnefs ; one that fwears a man’s life away for 
beaft, &c.|] See Lev. xviii. 23. and all the people|the fake of a reward given him: and all the people + 
foall fay Amen ;, as being fhocking and abhorrent to'/hall fay Amen, at fo deteftable a crime. 
human nature. y.26. Curfed be he that confrmeth not all the 

y. 22. Curfed be he that lieth with bis fifter, &c.}| words of this law to do them, &c.| That is, who 
Which is forbid, Lev. xviii. 9. the daughter of his does not perfeétly perform all that the law requires,. 
father, or the daughter of his mother ; whether his and continues to do fo; for the law requires obe- 
fifter by father or mother’s fide: and all the people dience, and that perfect and conftant, and in fail- 


foall fay Amen detefting fuch uncleannefs. , 
¥. 23. Curfed be he that lieth with bis mother-in- 
law, &c.| See Lev. xviii. 7, 8. All thefe incef- 


ure thereof curfes, in proof of which the apoftle 
produces this paffage, Gal. iii. 10. fee the note 
there, for the reconciliation of thefe feriptures, as 


tuous or brutal copulations, may well be fuppofedto what feeming difference there is between them, 


G, PL Ass 


N this chapter Mo/es enlarges on the bleffings 

and the curfes which belong, the one to the 
doers, the other to the tranfgreffors of the law, 
the bleffings, ¥. 1—14. the curfes, fome of which 
concern individual perfons, others the whole na- 
tion and body of people, and that both under the 
former and prefent difpenfations, and which had 


XXVIII. 


vice, worfhip, and ordinances of God, but in alf 
other cities of the land; where they fhould dwell in 
fine, large, and fpacious houfes, and their cities 
fhould be walled and fenced, and be very popu- 
lous ; yet fhould enjoy health, and have plenty of 
all forts of provifions brought unto them, as well 
as profper in all kinds of merchandize there, as 


their fulfilment in their former captivities, and|Aben Ezra notes : and bleffed thalt thou be in the 
more efpecially in their prefent difperfion, y.|field , in the country villages, and in all rural ém- 


15—68. 


yx. 1. And it fall come to pafs if thou foalt bearken 
diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, &c.) 
In his law, and by his prophets : to obferve and to 
do all bis commandments, which I command thee this 
day; for without obferving them to do them, 
hearing them would be to little purpofe, and they 
were all of them to be obferved and done, the 
leffer and weightier matters of the law as they were 
commanded by Mo/es in the name of the Lord, 
and as they would be taught, explained, and en- 


ployments, in fowing and planting, as the fame 
writer obferves ; in all kinds of hufbandry, in the 
culture of the fields for corn, and of vineyards and 
olive-yards ; all fhould profper and fucceed, and 
bring forth fruit abundantly. : 


¥. 4. Bleffed fhall be the fruit of thy body, &c.] 


Their children, of which they fhould have many, - 


and thefe live ; be healthful, thrive, and arrive to 
manhood, and increafe and perpetuate their fa- 


milies. Grotius thinks this was eminently fulfilled | 


in Mary, the mother of our Lord ; fee Lukei. 42. 


and the fruit of thy ground, of their gardens, or- — 


forced by the prophets: that the Lord thy God will|chards, and fields ; the grafs for the cattle, and the 


Jet thee on high above all nations of the earth, as 
they were in the timesof David and Solomon ; fee 
the note on ch. xxvi. 19. 


wheat, barley, vines, figs, pomegranates, olive 
and dates for the ufe of men : ah the fruit of thy 


cattle ; which being diftinguifhed from oxen and. 


y. 2. And ail thefe bleffings foall come on thee and \fheep in the following claufe, muft be underftood of 
overtake thee, &c.] After mentioned, which fhould|camels and affes, which were ufed for the carriage : 
come upon them from God from heaven, by the/both of perfons and burdens, and were very fer-— 
dire&tion of his providence, and that freely and|viceable, and were a confiderable part of their fub- _ 
plentifully, and beyond their expectations and de- |ftance in thofe countries ; fee Fob i. 3. the increafe 
ferts, and continue with them : if thou halt hear-\of thy kine, and the flocks of thy fheep; of their cows _ 
ken to the voice of the Lord thy God ; obedience to;and oxen, and of their fheep and goats whithe._ 
the law being the condition of their coming and|were very increafing creatures, and in the increafe > 
continuance; for only temporal bleffings in the of which much of their outward happinefs lay; fee 
land of Canaan are here intended, as follow. Pf. cxliv. 13, 14. = 

y. 3. Bleffed thalt thou be in the city, &c.] Not) y¥. 5. Bleffed thall be thy bafket, &c.] Whie 
only in the city of Ferufalem, where the temple the Targums of Fonathan and Feru/alem reftrain 1 
would be built, and’ there be blefiéd with the fer- the bafket of firft-fruits, and the cake of the firft of 
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their dough ; but it intends any arid every veflel| fathers to give thee ; the land of Candaii, often thus 
in which they put their provifions for prefent ufe; | defcribed. 
and that that fhould never-be empty of them, and] y.12. The Lord fhall open unto thee his good 
that they fhould always have afufficiency : and thy|treafure, &c.] The Lord has his treafures of fnow 
Store ; what remained, and was laid up in theirjand of hail, and of wind, Fod xxxviii. 22. Pf. 
barns, cellars, and ftore-houfes, for future ufe, orjcxxxv. 7. but here his good treafure; as appears 
in proper places for feed. by what follows, is his treafure of rain; In the 
¥.6. Bleffed foalt thou be when thou coméft in,\Targum of Fonathan it is faid, * there aré four 
and bleffed fhalt theu be when thou goeft out ;| In all) keys in the hand of the Lord of the whole wottds 
their bufinefs and employments of life, whether) which he does not deliver into the hands of any 
within doors or without ; in the adminiftration of|prince; the keys of life, and of the grave, and 
every office, whether more public or private ; andjof food, andof rain :” the heaven, to give therain 
in all their journeys going out and coming home ;|unto thy land inits feafon, that is, he will open the 
and particularly when they went out to war, and/heaven, where his good treafure of rain is laid up, 
returned, all fhould be attended with fuccefs. and bring itforth on the land of Canaan for the en- 
¥. 7- The Lord fall caufe thine enemies that rife\riching of it ; or will open the windows thereof, 
up againft thee to be mitten before thy face, &c.}\and pour down the bleffing; fee Mal. iii. 10. and 
As the Philiftines, Moabites, Syrians, Edomites,\that at the proper time, both in autumn and fpring, 
and Ammonites were, efpecially in the times of Da-|the one is called the former, and the other the Jat- 
vid: they fhall come out againft thee one way ; inajter rain; the one was in Marche/van, or Ofoder; 
body all together, in large numbers, marching in}andthe other in Nifan, or March, as the Targum 
great order, to give them battle: and flee before thee|of fonathan s the former rain for the fitting the 
feven ways; be entirely routed, and flee fome onejearth for feed, or for watering it when fown; and 
way, and fome another, evenevery way they could|the latter for the plumping of it before harvett : 
take to make their efcape. The phrafe is expref-|and to ble/s all the work of thine band; in agricul- 
five of an entire victory, and of a compleat rout|ture, for without the bleffing of rain, all the labour 
and difperfion of an enemy. of the hufbandman would be to little purpofe : and 
y¥.8. The Lord fhall command the bleffing upon|thou fhalt lend unto many nations, and thou fhalt not 
thee inthy ftore-houfes, &c.| Barns, granaries, and|dorrow; fee the note onch. xv.16. The connec- 
cellars, where their corn, wine, and oil were laid|tion of thefe words with what goes before, may 
up; by preferving the corn from being devoured|lead to obferve this fenfe of them, that they fhould 
by vermin, and the cafks of wine and oil from|furnifh other countries with corn, and not need 
burfting and running out: and in all thou fetteft\any of theirs ; fee Ezek. xxvii. 17. 
thine band unto ; in all their manufactures, occu-| y¥.13. And the Lord fhall make thee the bead, and 
pations, and trades, in which they were employed, |mot the tail, &c.| Give them dominion over others, 
and in the culture of their vines, olives, and other}and not make them fubjeét to them ; the head fig- 
fruit-tree’ : and be fhall blefs thee in the land which\nifies rulers and governors, and the tail the com- 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, with health and long|mon people that are fubjects ; or the one fuch that 
life in it, and with an abundance of all good things,|are honourable and in high efteem, and the other 
it being a land flowing with milk and honey. fuch that are mean and bafe; fee J/ ix. 14, 15. 
¥.9. And the Lord fhall eftablifh thee an holy\the Targum of ‘fonathan is, “* the Word of the 
people unto bhimfelf, &c.| Having feparated them}Lord fhall make thee, &c.” and thou fhalt be above 
from all others, for his fervice, honour, and glory,|only, and thou fhalt not be beneath ; which explains 
fhould continue them as fuch, and fettle them in|what is meant by head and tail, being uppermoft 
the land, and confirm all their privileges, natural,}and lowermoft, as the head is the upper part, and 
civil, and religious. The Targum of Jonathan is,|\the tail the lower part of a creature ; the one is 
*¢ the Word of the Lord fhall eftablifh thee, &c.”}more honourable, the other vile : the fenfe is, that 
he that brought them out of Zgypt, through thejthey fhould be fuperior to other people in honour 
Red fea and wildernels, to the land of Canaan :\and dignity, and not below them, or vaffals to 
as he hath fworn unto thee , and to their fathers ;|them : and that thou bearken to the commandments of 
fee Deut. vii. 12,13. if thou fhalt keep the com-\the Lord thy God, which I command thee this day to 
mandments of the Lord thy God, and walk in his ways ;\obferve and to do them , which is the condition on 
by which tenure they held the land of Canaan, and|which all this happinefs depended. . 
had their fettlement and continuance in it, anden-| y. 14. And thou fhalt not go afide from any of the- 
joyment of all the good things thereof ; fee Jf, i.\words which I command thee this day, &c.] Depart 
19, 20. from them as a rule to walk by, turn out from 
¥. 10. And all the people of the earth fball fee\them as a path to walk in, neglect and difobey 
that thou art called by the name of the Lord, &c.|\them, and go into practices contrary to them : 
Called his children, his people, his portion, and|turning to the right hand or to the left, to go after 
his inheritance ; and that they are his, and he is|otber gods to ferve them, which to do was to break 
theirs, by the care he takes of them, the provifion|the firftand principal table of the law, than which 
he makes for them, and the protection they have}nothing was more abominable and provoking to 
from him: and they fhall be afraid of thee; as not|God. te 
only the Canaanites were, but all other nations ;| y. 15. But it fhall come to pafs, if thou wilt not 
fee ch. xi. 25. hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, &c.] As 
y. 11. And the Lord fhall make thee plenteous in| directed, exhorted, and encouraged to, y. 1, &c. 
goods, &c.] In all temporal good things, give|to ob/erve to do all his commandments and bis flatutes, 
them an affluence of them, even all things richly to] which I command thee this day; both moral and ce- 
enjoy ; the Targum of Fonathan is,‘ the Word of|remonial : that all thefe curfes fall come upon thee s 
the Lord fhall, &c.” in the fruit of thy body, andin|\from the hand of God, certainly, fuddenly, and 
the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground;| unawares : and overtake thee , purfuing after thee 
increafe their children, cattle, and fubftance, as be-|will come up to'thee, and feize upon thee, though 
fore, ¥. 4. in theland which the Lord fware unto thy\they may feem to move flowly ; tee Zech. v. 3, é- 
namely, 


' . ¥ ‘ eee eee , 
t12 DEUTERONOMY. Ch xxviii.¥.16—26 
namely, the curfés which follow. Manaffeh Ben\fluids are wafhed off, and men are reduced ii 
Trael * divides them into two parts, the firft from|and bones: and with a fever ; a hot-bt ; 
hence to ¥. 45. which refpeéts the deftruétion ofjeafe, which dries up the radical moifture, 
the firft temple, and the things that went before or|it, and fo threatens with death; of which 
related to that ; and the fecond from thence to the|are various forts, and fome very peftilential and 
end of the chapter; which he thinks refers to the}mortal. archi and Aben Ezra interpret it of a 
deftruétion of the fecond temple, and their prefent]fire in the face, by which they feem to mean what 
cafeand circumftances ; and it muft be owned that|is called St. Aythony’s fire: and with an inflamma- 
for the moft part the diftinction may feem to hold|éion, and with an extreme burning ; either in the in- 
good ; what is prophefied of that fhould befal the}ward parts, as an inflammation of the lungs; or in 
Jews for their difobedience, being more remark-|the outward parts, as carbuncles, burning ulcers, — 
ably and diftinétly fulfilled in the one than in the}and the like: and with the fword; inthe margin 
other; yet there are things in the whole whichjit is, with drought ; {0 Aben Ezra interprets the 
tefpect both, or that were fulfilled, fome under one|word, which feems better to fuit with what itis in 
difpenfation, and fome under another, and fome|company with ; and defigns either drought in hu- 
that were fulfilled in both ; but chiefy and more|man bodies, occafioned by fevers, inflammations, 
manifeftly, at and fince their difperfion by the Xo-|and extreme burnings ; or in the earth, through — 
mans. the force of the fun, and want of rain, which 

y. 16. Curfed thalt thou be in the city, &c.]}render the earth barren and unfruitful, and fo caufe 
From hence to the end of ¥. 19. thecurfes are de-|a famine: and with blafting and with mildew ; 
livered out in form, as the reverfe of the bleffings]whereby the corn that is fown, and fprings up, 
in ¥. 3,4, 5,6. and by obferving what the blef-|comes to nothing, being blafted by eaft-winds, or ~ 
fings mean, the fenfe of the curies may eafily be|turns pale and yellow by the mildew, and fo withers. — 
underftood, the one being dire€tly oppofite to the}away ; the confequence of which is want of food, 
other. and fo deftruction and ruin ; fee Amosiv. 9. and 

y. 20. The Lord fhall fend curfing, &c.} Which} they fhall purfue thee until thou perifp; follow hard. 
is either a general word for all that follows, or ra-/after them, and come fo clofe one after another 
ther, fince that had been exprefied before in various}upon them, until they are utterly deftroyed. 
inftances, this may denote fome particularjudg-| y. 23. And the heaven that is over thy head foall 
ment. archi interprets it of penury, of want of |e bra/s, &c.] Or like brafs, not for its clearnefs, 
all good things, extreme poverty, fo as to be re-|brightnefs, and fplendor, or for its being {pread 
duced to the utmoft néceffity, and as to ftand injout like a molten looking glafs which was of bras, 
need of the common comforts and fupports of|%ob xxxvii. 18. but for its drinefS and hardnefs, 
life, and even to have their bleffings and mer-{no moifture being in it, or pafling through it ; 
cies turned into curfes ; the confequence of which|no fhowers of rain nor dew being let down from 
mutt needs be vexation ; trouble, diftrefs, and an-Jit : and the earth that is under thee thall be iron ; 
guith of fpirit : and rebuke; this may well be con-jor like iron, hard and impenetrable, into whith 
fidered as a rebuke and correction in providencejthe plow and fpade will not enter; norany thing 
for fins committed, to awaken toa fenfe and ac-|{pring out of it, for want of rain and dew to moi- 
knowledgment of them, and to repentance forj}{ten and foften it. The fame is faid in Zev. xxvi. 
them : i all that thou fetteft thine hand to do, no-|19. only there is an inverfion of the figures ; there 
thing done fhould profper, to relieve them under|the heaven is faid to be as iron, and the earth like 
their prefing wants, a curfe attending all their ef-|brafs, but fignify the fame thing. ; 
forts, and fo fad difappointment follows ; and all] y.24. Zhe Lord foal) make the rain of thy land 
as a juft rebuke for their many fins: and this| powder and duft, &c.] That is, inftead of fhowers of 
would be their cafe more or lefs, uxtil thou be de-|rain in their feafon, to water, refrefh, and enrich the 
firoyed, and until thou perifo quickly ; through fa-Jearth, and make it fruitful ; and for want of them, 
mine, and want of the common neceffaries of life ;]and thro’ the heat of the fun, being dried and parch- 
as at the fieges of Samaria and Ferufalem, by the}ed, and its clods crumbled into duft, this fhould be 
kings of Syria, Affyria, and Babylon : becaufe of the|raifed up into the air by the force of winds, and let 
wickednefs of thy doings, becaufe thou baft forfaken|down again in fhowers of dutt ; whereby the few 
me ; their feveral immoralities and impieties, and| herbs, plants, or green trees onit, would be utterlyde~ 
particularly their idolatry, which was a forfaking|{troyed: and fo the Targum of Fonathan interprets. 
the worfhip of the true God, and following idols ; Jit, of the Lord’s fending a wind that fhould raife 
an iniquity to be punifhed by the judge, and of all|the duft and earth upon the herbs of their fields. 
things the moft provoking to the Lord. Such plowing winds, that caft up the earth and 

y.21. The Lord fhall make the peftilence cleave \{and, and duft into the air, whereby men and ¢at- 
unto thee, &c.| Not only tocome upon them, but}tle are fometimes covered, are frequent in the eaft- 
to continue with them : autil be have confumed thee\ern countries ; of which. fee the note on Fon. iv. 8. 
from off the land whither thou goeft to poffefsit;\from heaven fhall it come down upon thee until thou 
which fhews that this refpects not fome particular] de deffroyed ; that is, from the air, up to which the 
feafons, when the peftilence came and continued a}duft is carried by the wind, and then let fall in vaft 
while, and then ceafed, as in thetimes of David ;|quantities, like fhowers, which are very deftrt 
but when it became more general, and iffued with |tive. a 
other judgments in the utter confumption of them,| y.25. The Lord fhall caufe thee to be fmitten be 
as at the deftruction of Ferufalem, both by the Ba-|fore thine enemies, &c.] And by them, as they 
bylonians and the Romans ; at what times the pefti-|fometimes were by the Pbilifines and others, | 
lence raged and remained, until by that and other | fore their utter deftru€tion, when they finned a 3 
fore judgments the land was wholly depopulated. |the Lord; and by the Arians, Babylon 

x. 22. The Lord foall fmite thee with a confump- 
tion, &c.] An emaciation of their bodies, either 
through famine or wafting difeaies, whereby the 
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Romans: thou foalt go out one way agai ip t be 
ee feven ways before them; march out againft, 
in a body, promifing themfelves viétory, but 
1B 


* De termino vita, 1. 3. §. 3. p. 126, 


terly routed; fo that they fhall flee every way they 
can for their fafety ; fee ¥. 7. and foall be removed 
into all the kingdoms of the earth ; this fhews that 
Manaffeh’s diftinétion, obferved y¥. 15. will not 
ftrictly and entirely hold good, nor is there any ne- 
ceflity to adhere clofely to it ; it isenough that the 
things threatened and prophefied of were at. one 
time or another fulfilled in thefe people ; for nei- 
ther the ten tribes, when taken captive by Salma- 
nejer, were carried into all the kingdoms of the 
earth, only to fome particular places mentioned in 
2 Kings xvii. 6, nor the two tribes by Nebuchadnez 
zar, who were carried by him to Babylon, and re- 
turned from thence again at the end of feventy 
years ; but this was exactly fulfilled at their laft 
deftruction by the Romans, when they were fent by 
them into divers countries, and have been ever fince 
feattered about in the feveral nations of the world. 
And yet it muft be owned that Strabo®, who 
wrote before the laft deftruction of them, affirms, 
that it was not eafy to find any place in the world 
which had not received them, and was not occupied 
by them. 

¥. 26. And thy carcafe foall be meat unto all fowls 
of the air, and unto the beafts of the earth, &c | 
Which was always reckoned a very grievous cala- 
mity, to have no other burial, than ‘in the bowels 
of beafts and birds ; and was the cafe of many of 
the Fews in the Antiochian perfecution, Pf. lxxix. 2. 
and in a treatife of theirs®, which relates their 
many afflictions and fufferings in their prefent cap- 
tivity, fpeaking of a perfecution of them in Spain, 
in the year 5172, it is reported, how that thofe that 
fied to avoid punifhment were killed in the fields, 
where their carcafes lying unburied became a prey 
to beafts: and no man fhall fray them away; the 
fowls and the beafts ; none of their friends being 
left to do it, and their enemies would not fhew fo 
much refpect to them, and care of them. 

¥. 27. The Lord will {mite thee with the botch of 
Egypt, &c.] Which fome underftand of the le- 
proly, of that fort of it called Elephantiafs, frequent 
among the Egyptians; fee the note on Lev. xiii. 2. 
T bevenot * relates, that when the time of the increafe 
of the Nile expires, the Egyptians are attended with 
fharp prickings in their fkin like needles. So Van- 
feb fays* , ** the waters of the Nile caufe an itch 
in the fkin, which troubles fuch as drink of them 
when the river increafes. This itch is very f{mall, 
and appears firft about the arms, next upon the 
ftomach, and fpreads all about the body; which 
caufes a gricvous pain ; and not only the river- 
water, but that out of the cifterns drank of, brings 
it, and it lafts about fix weeks.” Though fome 
take this botch to bethe botclr and blain which the 
Ligyptians were plagued with for refufing to let J/- 
yael go, Exod. ix. 9, 10. and with the emerods ; or 
heemorrhoides, the piles, a difeafe of the fundar 
ment, attended fometimes with ulcers there; fee 
1 Sam.v. 9g. and with the fcab and with the itch; 
the one moift, the other dry, and both very dif- 
treffing : whereof thou canft not be healed ; by any 
art of men ; which fhews thefe to be uncommon 
ones, and from the immediate hand of God. 

y.28. The Lord foall finite thee with madnefs, 
&e.] At the calamities befallen them, and thro’ 
the force of difeafes on them: and blindnefs; not 
of body, but of mind ; with judicial blindnefs and 
hardne(s of heart: and aftonifhment of heart ; at the 
miferable condition they and their families fhould be 


11. |. 
~® Apud Jofeph Antiq. 1.14. c.7. §. 2. 
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Srope at noon-days; as tht 
blind gropeth in darknefs, &c.] That is, being in 
darknefs through the lofs of their fight ; other- 
wife the darknefs and the light are alike to them, 
and they grope in the one as well as in the other. 
This comparifon fhews that the darknefg and blind- 
nefs of the ews threatened them, is to be under- 
ftood not of the darknefs of their bodily eyes, but 
of their minds; not being able to underftand or 
form a judgment of things, that are as clear as 
noon-day ; and being at the utmoft lofs what me- 
thods to take and purfue, when they are plain and 
manifeft before them ; but being infatuated and be- 
fotted, follow the lufts and counfels of their own 
hearts, which lead them wrong: and thou fhalt not 
profper in thy ways; in any fteps they may take to 
extricate themfelves out of their difficulties, di- 
{trefles, and calamities, or to bring themfelves into 
eafy and comfortable circumftances ; to get wealth 
and riches, and honour and efteem with men ; bur, 
on the contrary, become forlorn and miferable, poor 
and wretched, mean and defpicable : and thou 
Joalt be only oppreffed and fpciled evermore , conti- 
nually, every day, all the days of their lives op- 
prefled with taxes and tributes, with mulés and 
fines, and fpoiled of their goods and fubftance un- 
der one pretence or another ; which has been ge- 
nerally their cafe in Popifh countries ; for this feems 
not to refer to the Badbylonifh captivity, where they 
built houfes, and dwelt in them, and planted gar- 
dens, and eat the fruit of them; and inthe peace 
of cities had peace themfelves, Yer. xxix. By OR7. 
and no man foall fave thee ; from the oppreffions, 
exactions, and fpoils of their enemies, nor deliver 
them out of their hands ; whereas in procefg of 
time they had deliverance and falvation from the 
Babylonifh captivity, by the means of Cyrus king 
of Perfia. 
¥. 30. Thou foalt betroth a wife, and another 
man foail lie with ber, &c.] Efpoufe a woman in 
order to make her his wife, and before he can take 
her home and confummate the marriage, through 
fome calamity or another coming upon them, they 
fhould be fet at a diftance from each other, and 
fhe fhould fall into the hands of another man, who 
either fhould ravifh her, or gain her confent to lie 
with her; or become his wife; which when the mar- 
riage was fo near being confummated, muft be a 
grievous difappointment, and a great vexation - 
thou foalt build an houfe, and thou foalt not dwell 
therein ; being before it is quite finithed, or how- 
ever before he is got into it, carried Captive, or 
obliged to flee to a diftant place : thou /halt plant a 
vineyard, and foalt not gather the grapes thereof; or 
make it common, on the fourth year to eat the fruits 
of it, as Zarchi,; which might not be done until 
fanctified and redeemed according to the law in 
Lev. Xix. 23, 24, 25. fee the note onch. xx. 6. 
¥. 31. Lhine ox thall be fain before thine eyes, and 
thou fhalt not eat thereof, &c.] Shall be taken from 
the herd, and out of the field or ftall by the 
enemy, and killed for the foldiers to feed on, and 
not the leaft part of it given to them : shine afs 
Soall be violently taken away from before thy face, and 
Soall not be reftored unto thee ; no leave thall be afked 
to take it, but without their confent, and againft 
their will, it fhould be taken away by the foldiers 
to carry them ard their burdens, and it may be the 
booty and fpoil of them, and never returned more : 
thy foeep thall be given unto thine enemies, and thoy 
foals 
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¥. 29. And thou fait 
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foalt have none to refeue them ; not given them by, mies, and their fheep given to them before their eyes; 
themfelves, but they fhould be fuffered to fall into] to have their fons and daughters taken from then rn 
their hands, and they fhould never be able to get}and brought up in another religion, and to be 
them out again, nor any for them. Thefe, ftriétly| ftript of their fubftance ; thefe have made th 
and literally taken, fuppofe them to be in their own] {tark mad, infomuch that they have fometimes de- 
land, when thofe things would be done, where] {troyed themfelves and their families, In Ger- 
they were pofleffed of farms, and fields, and cat- many, in their rage and madnefs, they burnta city 
tle, being much employed in hufbandry ; but}and themfelves in it; and, in the fame country, 


they may be put for any kind of fubftance they|being fummoned by an edict to change their re- 
would be spoffeffed of, which they fhould be ftript}ligion, or to be burnt, they agreed to meet toge- 


of under one pretence or another ; which has been 
frequently their cafe in their prefent difperfion in 
feveral countries, and in ours; when Popi/h princes 
have wanted money, they have made very exorbi- 
tant demands on the ews in their countries, and 
fadly fqueezed and opprefied them, and who were 
not able to refift them, and never had any reftora- 
tion made to them. 


ther in a certain houfe, and deftroy one another ; - 
and firft parents killed their children, and hufbands 
their wives, and then killed themfelves ; leaving 
only one perfon to be their door keeper, who finifh- 


ed the tragedy by deitroying himielf, as their own 


hiftorian relates™. Other itories of the. like kind 
are reported of them, and fome, fuch faéts as done 
in our Own nation”. 


¥. 32. Thy fons and thy daughters thall be given| yt. 35. The Lord fhall {mite thee in the knees, and 
unto another people, &c.| This alfo was not true|in the legs, with a fore botch, that cannothe healed, 
in the Badylonifo captivity; for then their fons and] &c. J Which, in thofe parts as it is very painful, fo 
daughters went with them, and continued with|is not eafily cured ; and this which is threatened 
them, and returned again; but has been often-|was incurable by the. art of man, as others ‘in 
times verified fince their captivity by the Romans ;|y¥. 27. and which fhould not ftop there in the lower 
frequently their fons and daughters have been ta-|parts of the body, but proceed and fpread : from 
ken from them by force, to be brought up in ano-| the fole of thy foot unto the top of thy bead; and fo 
ther religion, by the ediéts of kings and popes,}be filled with them, as ‘0d was with his boils and 
and by the canons of councils, and particularly of ulcers. eae 
the fourth council of Toledo: and thine eyes foall| y. 36. And the Lord fhall bring thee, and thy 
look and fail, with longing: for them all the day\king which thou fhalt fet over thee, &c.| This was 
long ; expecting every day their children would be fulfilled both in Fehoiachin and in Zedekiab, kings 
returned to them, at leaft wifhing and hoping they|of %udab, who were carried captive to Babylon, by 


would ; their hearts yearning after them, but all 
in vain: and there fhall be xo might in thy hand , to 
recover them out of the hands of thofe who had 
the poffeffion of them, or fetch them back from di- 
ftant countries, whither they were carried... By an 
edi& of the Portuguefe, the children of the Yews 
were ordered to be carried to the uninhabited 
iflands ; and when, by the king’s command, they 
were had’ to the fhips in which they were to be 
tranfported, it is incredible, the Fewi/h hiftorian 
fays!, what howlings and lamentations were made 
by the women; and there were none pitied them 
and comforted them, or could help them. 

¥. 33. The fruit of thy land, and all thy labour, 
foall a nation which thou knoweft not eat up, &c.} 


The fame was prophefied of by Yeremy, concern-. 


ing the Babylonifh captivity, and was fulfilled in it, 
Fer. v.17. and has been alfo verified in the frequent 
pillage and fpoil of this people, in their prefent 
ftate ; for though they have no land to till, from 
whence to gather fruit, yet they are employed in 
manufaétures and merchandize, the fruit and be- 
nefit of which they have been frequently ftript of : 
and thou foalt be only oppreffed and crufhed always , 
this feems heft to agree with their prefent cafe; 
for in their former captivities, they were not always 
opprefled and crufhed, but had refpite and delive- 
‘Ne SD ‘fee the note on ¥. 29. 


thine eyes that thou foalt fee ;} On account of the 
fhocking. things feen by them, their dreadful ca- 
Jamities, oppreffions, and perfecutions, fuch as be- 
“fore related ; not only, violent difeafes on their bo- 
dies, which were grievous to behold, as well as 


their pains were intolerable, and made them mad ;}8&c.]: And fow it plentifully 5 this and whai 
but to be deprived of a betrothed wife, a new-jin fome following verfes,, plainly refer~ 
built houfe, and a new-planted vineyard; to have|whilft in their own land, before carried ca tive 
an ox flain, and an afs taken away by theirene-!not to their prefent cafe and circum 


1 Shebet Judah, five Hift. Jud. §. 59. p 332+ 


1234. So that thou fhalt be mad for the fight of\the nations among whom they fhould be, 


*™ Ibid. § 44, 36. p. 214, 215, 216, 217. 
loc. and Dr. Newton (Bifhop of Briftol) on Prophecies, vol. I. Diflert. 7, §. 14. p. 195, 196. 


Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kings xxiv, 15. and xxv, 6, 7.un- 
to a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
known; the land of Badylon, which was ata dif-. 
tance from them, and is reprefented in feripture 
as afar of + Yer. v. 15. and which the ews not be- 
ing a trading people, or dealing in merchandize ia 
foreign parts, were unacquainted with: amd there 


foalt thou-ferve other gods wood and fione; which. 


they were obliged.to do in Babylon, of which it 
feems beft to underftand it ; for though it may be. 
interpreted of their compliance with the image- 
worthip of the Papiffs in their prefent condition, 

as the former claufe may be of their rulers and go- 
vernors, included in the name of king, carried 
captive by the Romans; who were a nation as little, - 

if not lefs known than the Babylonians : but the 
former fenfe feems to fuit beft here, as this does 
with ¥. 64. where the language is fomewhat dif- 
ferent, and very appofite. The Targum of Fona- 
than is, ** fhalt pay tribute to thofe that worfhip a 
idols of wood and ftone.”’ he ster 


¥. 37. And thou fhalt become an aftonifoment, 
&c.] To neighbouring nations, that rae hence 
their overthrow and captivity, and that fhall fee the 
miferable condition they are brought into: @ pro- 
verb and a by-word among all nations whither the a 
Lord foall lead thee; both for the wickednefs com-_ 
mitted by them, and for'the ill ufage of them t 
igs are 
were in the Babyloni/h captivity ; fee Fer. XXIV. ¢ “ 1 
now are, it being common to fay, “ do you th 
[am a Jew 2” or, ** none buta Few would har 
done fuch a thing.” > oe 
¥. 38. Thou foalt carry much feed into the fila 


ae we 
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. alt gather but little in at barveft ; little {pringing 
4, or not coming to perfeétion, being blighted 
nd blafted, and io yielded but a {mall crop ;. fee 
‘lagg.i. 9. and chiefly for the following reafon : 

or the locuft foall confume it ; which ‘isa great de- 

itroyer of the fruits of the earth 5 fee Foeli. 4. 
¥. 39. Thou foelt plant vineyards, and drefs 

them, &c.] Plant them and prune them, in expec- 

ration of much fruit from them: dut /ball neither 
drink of the wine, nor gather the grapes; {o far 
from drinking of the wine of them, that they 
fhould not be able to gather any grapes from 
them: for the worms foall eat them, a fort of 
worms pernicious to vines, which the Greeks call 
ipes, or 1kes ° 3 and the Latins convolvuli and vel- 

voces, as Pliny’. . 
¥. 40. Thou fhalt have olive-trees throughout thy 

coafis, 8cc.] inthe feveral parts of the land of Ca- 

naan, which is therefore called aland of oil-olive, 
ch. viii. 8. but thou fhalt not anoint thyfelf with the 
oil; nor any other relations, friends, guefts, as was 

ufual at entertainments; fee Pf. xxiii. 5. Luke vii. 

38, 46. for the phrate thy/e/f is not the text. The 

reafon why they fhould not anoint is, becaufe they 

would have no oil to anoint with : for thine olive 

Jfoall cafe bis fruit 5 before it is ripe by one means 

or another, as by winds, or blafting and mildew , 

fee Amos iv. 9. Had. iti. 17. 

¥. 41. Thou foalt béget fons and daughters, but 


tl ou foalt not enjoy them, &c.| Or, they foall not be 


thine*; being taken from them, and given to 


others, fee ¥. 32. and for the following reafon : 
for they hall go into captivity, as when the ten 
tribes were carried captive by Salmanefer, and the 
two tribes by Nebuchaduezzer, and all the people 
of the Jews by the Romans. 

¥. 42. All thy trees and fruit of thy land fhall the 
Jocuft confume ,| Which is a creature that not only 
confumes grafs and herbs, and the corn of the 
ficld,, but all green trees ; fee Exod. x. 15. This 
fort here has its name from the fhade they make, 


hiding the light of the fun, and darkening the face 
of the earth at noon-day ; or from the noife they 


fee Foel 


make with their wings in flying, 
Ii. 4. 

. 43. The flranger that is within thee fhall get 
up above thee very high, &c.] In wealth and riches, 
in power and authority, in honour and dignity. 
This Manaffeh Ben Ifrael* interprets of the Sama- 
ritans, whom the king of Afyria drove out of Sa- 
maria, and the neighbouring places ; but the de- 
fizn of the expreffion is, to fhew how mean and ab- 
ject they fhould be in another country ; that even 
one who had been a ftranger or profelyte of the 
eate when in their own country, fhould now be 
valtly above them : and thou fhalt come down very 
lew ; into a very mean condition, to be in great 
fubjection, a vaflal and a flave; fee Pf. cvi. 41, 
42. and much more when reduced by the Romans, 
and fent to the mines in Egypt. a 

¥.44. He fhail lend to thee, and thou Jhalt not 
lend to bim, &c.] The ftranger, or one of another 
nation, fhall be in a capacity of lending to the 
ew, when the Few would not be able to lend to 
the Gentile, his circumttances being fo low and 
mean ; to fhew which is the defign of the expref- 
fion, and not the kindnefs or unkindnefs of either ; 
fee ¥. 12. be fhall be the head, and thou fhalt be the 
tail; he fhallbe ruler and governor, and thou fhalt 
be fubject to him ; fee ¥. 13. 

¥. 45. Moreover, all thefe curfes fall tome upon 


® See Bochart. Hierozoic. par. z. 1. 4, ¢. 29. col. 622, 623. 


& non erunt tibi, Pagninus, Montanus. 
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thee, &c.] Before related, as well as what follow : 
and foall purfue thee, and overtake thee; which tho? 
they would endeavour to flee from and efcape, 
fhould not be able, fince they would follow them 
fo clofely and fwiftly, and overtake them, and 
feize upon them; fee y. 15. becaufe thou hearken- 
eft not unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to keep 
bis commandments and bis ftatutes which he command- 
ed thee, to which difobedience all the curfes are to 
be imputed, that go before, or follow after. 

¥. 46. And they fall be upon thee for a fign and 


for a wonder, &c.| That is, thofe curfes before 


pronounced, and what follow, fhould reft and re- 
main upon them, continue with them, and be very 


vifible on them ; fo as to be oblerved by others, as 


a fign of the wrath and difpleafure of God, and of 
the fulfilment of prophecy, and of the truth of di- 


vine revelation: and fo for a wonder ; as it is moft 


aftonifhing to obferve, how exactly all the curfes 
threatened them have fallen upon them, and have 
abode with them, as they did in their former cap- 
tivities, and more efpecially do in the prefent one: 
and what is the greater wonder, that notwithftand- 
ing thefe dreadful calamities, and fo long conti- 
nued, enough to have crufhed any people from being 
a people; yet they have continued, and ftill do 
continue, a diflinét people; which is a ftanding 
miracle, and one would think fufficient to convince 
the moft hardened and obftinate deift of the truth 
and authority of the facred fcriptures ; in which 
{tand fo many glaring prophecies that have been 
fulfilled, and are continually fulfilling in this peo- 


ple : and upon thy feed for ever ; this fhews that 


thefe curfes faid to be upon them, not only refer 
to thofe that came upon them at, and in the Baby- 


lonifo captivity ; but to thofe that came upon them 


at their deftruction by the Romans, and which have 


continued on them feventeen hundred years; and 


how much longer they will continue, none can 
fay : it will be their cafe, until new heavens and a 
new earth are created, or there will be a new ftate 
of things, at leaft with them ; when they fhall be 
converted to the Lord, and all J/rae/ faved ; fee I/. 
Ixv. 17, 18. Rom. xi, 25, 26. and it may be ob- 
ferved, that the ten tribes carried captive never re- 
turned. 
¥. 47. Becaufe thou fervedft not the Lord thy 
God, &c.] By attending his worfhip, and keeping 
his commandments : with joyfulne/s and gladnefs of 
heart, for the abundance of all things , which they 
enjoyed in the land of Canaan, a land that abound- 
ed with all good things ; which laid them under 
great obligations to ferve the Lord: and yet, as 
they were wanting in a ready attendance on his 
worfhip, and in achearful obedience to his lawss 
fo in their facrifices of praife and thankfgivings for 
their manifold mercies ; and becaufe of all this, 
the curfes written in this book came upon them. 
¥. 48. Therefore fhalt thou ferve thine enemies, 
which the Lord fball fend againft thee, &c.] Since 
they would not ferve the Lord their God, who 
was fo good a mafter to them, and fupplied them 
with all good things, and with plenty of them, 
they fhould ferve other lords, their enemies, whom 
God would raife up and fend againft them; not 
only the Affyrians, Chaldeans, and Babylonians, but 
the Romans after defcribed, whom they fhould find 
hard mafters, and from whom they fhould have 
very fevere ufage, and fhould be in hunger and in 
thirft, and in nakedne/s, and in want of all good 
things ; being deftitute of food, and drink, and 
2 raiment, 


> Nat. Hit. 2b yi ndy 
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fo in famifhing and ftarving circumftances: and he 
foall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck ; bring them 
into a ftate of fubjeCtion to their enemies, which 


would be intolerable tothem, and from which they|and other things, might be difficult, and hard to — 


would not be able to free themfelves, any more 
than to break an iron yoke ; which, as it agrees 
with the Badbylonifh captivity, and their fubjection 
in that ftate ; fee Yer. xxviii. 13, 14. fo more efpe- 
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raiment, and the common neceffaries of life, and as the Chaldee and Hebrew languages were onl 


 *, . & 
4 ¥¥ 


mee if 


dialects of one and the fame language, common to 
the eaftern nations , the Chal/dee language, though — 
on accountof termination of words, pronunciation, — 


be underftood by the Fews, yet muft be much 
more eafy to underftand than the Roman language, 
fo widely different from theirs. . ) 

¥. 50. A nation of- fierce countenance, &e.| Or, 


cially with their bondage under the Romans, who|ftrong of face’; which aptly defcribes the old Ro- 


are the legs of iron in Nebuchadnezzar’s image, 
and the fourth beaft with great iron teeth in Da- 
niel’s vifion, Dan. ii. 33, 40. and vii. 7. and this 
yoke was to continue until be have deftroyed thee ; 
the Fews were under the Roman yoke, Roman go- 


mans, who are always reprefented as fuch; and 
whereas it is faid of the Chaldeans, that they were 
anation dreadful and terrible, Had. i. 7. the fame 
is faidof the fourth beaft, or Roman empire, Dan. 
vil. 7. who were a terror to all the world: wich 


vernors being fet over them, and Judea made a}fhall not regard the perfon of the old, nor foew fa- 


Roman province, many years before the deftruction 
of their nation, city, and temple by them. 

¥.49. The Lord fhall bring a nation againft thee 
from far, from the end of the earth, &c.] Now tho’ 
Babylon is reprefented as a country diftant from 
Judea, and faid to be a nation from far, Fer. v. 15. 
yet not from ihe end of the earth, as here ; and tho’ 
the Roman nation, ftrictly fpeaking, was not at fo 
great a diftance from Jerufalem, yet the Roman em- 
perors, and great part of their armies brought 
again{t it, were fetched from our ifland of Great- 
Britain, which in former times was reckoned the 
end of the earth, and the uttermoft parts of the 
world'; and fo Manaffeh Ben I/rael* interprets this 
nation of Rome, and obferves, that Ve/pa/ian 
brought for his affiftance many nations (or foldiers) 
out of England, France, Spain, and other parts of 
the world: and not only Vefpafian was fent for 
from Britain to make war with the Fews, but 
when they rebelled, in the times of Adrian, Fulius 
Severus, a very eminent general, was fent for from 
thence to quell them. And it appears to be a very 
ancient opinion of the Fews, that this paflage is to 
be underftood of the Romans, from what is related 
in one of their Talmuds»: they fay that “* Trajan 
being fent for by his wife to fubdue the ews, de- 
termined to come in ten days, and camein five ; 
hecame and found them, (the Zews) bufy in the 
law on that verfe, the Lord fhall bring a nation 
againft thee from far, &c. he faid unto them, What 
are ye bufy in? they anfwered him, fo and fo ; he 
replied to them, this is the man, (meaning him- 
felf) who thought to come in tendays, and came 
in five ; and he furrounded them with his legions, 
and flew them :” as fwift as the eagle flieth , which 
may refpect not fo much the fwiftnels of this crea- 
ture, the words which convey the idea being a fup- 
plement of the text, as the force with which it flies 
when in fight of its prey, and haftes unto it and 
falls upon it, which is irrefiftible ; and this is the 
fenfe of the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, 
and is: what is afcribed to the eagle by other wri- 
ters”. Now though this figure is ufed of the 
Chaldeans and Babylonians, Fer. iv. 13. Lam. iv. 
19. Hab.i. 8. it agrees full as well or better with 
the Romans, becaute of their fwiftnefs in coming 
from diftant parts, and becaufe of the force and 
‘ impetus with which they invaded Fudea, befieged 
Feriufalem, and attacked the ‘ews every-where ; 
and befides, the eagle was bore on the ftandard in 
the Roman army*: @ nation whofe tongue thou foalt 
not underftand ; which though it is alfo faid of the 


vour to the young ; cruel, unmerciful, and uncom- 


paffionate, to perfons of whatfoever age or fex; _ 


which, as it was the character of the Chaldeans, 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. fo of the Romans, who efpe- 
cially fhewed no mercy to the Fews, as Fofephus*, 
who was an eye-witne(s, teftifies. ‘* The Romans 
(fays he) fhewed no mercy to any age, out of ha- 
tred to the nation (of the Fews), and in remem- 
brance of the injuries done to Ceffius ;” one of their 
governors, when among them. And in another 
place he fays?, ‘* the Romans, remembering what 
they fuffered in the fiege, fpared none, and fhewed 
no mercy.” aM. 

¥. 51. And he foall eat the fruit of thy cattle, &c.} 
Larger and leffer, oxen and fheep, as their calves 
and Jambs, and kids of the goat: and the fruit of 
thy land , their wheat, barley, figs, grapes, pome= 
granates, olives and dates : until thou be deftroyed ; 
the land of Fudeaz, and all the increafé of it : this 
being before faid, ¥. 31, 33. and here repeated,’ 
fhews that the fame fhould be fulfilled at difference’ 
times, as by the Chaldeans, fo by the Romans; 
whofe nation, or army, with their general at the 
head of them, may be more efpecially here in- 
tended by 4e, that fhould eat up their see 
utter deftruction was brought.upon them: which 
alfo fhall not leave thee either corn, wine, or oil, or 
the increafe of thy kine, or flocks of thy fheep, nptil 
he have deftroyed thee, all being confumed by the 
Roman army. ‘There is a promile and prophecy, 
that though this would be the cafe, as it has been, 
there fhall be a time when it fhall be fo no more ; 
fee If, lxii. 8, 9. 

¥. 52. And he fhall befiege thee in all thy gates, 
&c ] That is, in all their cities and walled towns, 
which had gates and bars for fecurity : watil thy 
high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou truft- 
edft throughout all thy land ; the Jews had feveral 
cities well fenced and flrongly fortified, befides Fe 
rufalem, which was fortified both by art and na- 
ture, andin which they greatly put their truft and 
confidence ; but thefe were broken down, particu-— 
larly by the battering rams of the Romans: 


be foall befiege thee in all thy gates, throughout all» 
thy land, which the Lord thy God hath given thee y 


this is repeated for the certainty of it, and ¢ 
might be taken notice of, and abate their truft 
and confidence in their outward ftrength, 
all this was fulfilled, partly in the fiege of Sz 
by the king of Afyri2, who went through all 
land of the ten tribes, 2 Kings xvii. 5. and 

g, 10. and in Senxnacherib’s taking the fence 


language of the Chaldean nation, Yer. v.15. yet of Fudab, 2 Kings xviii. 13. and in the f ge of F 


8 ___.. In ultimos orbis Britannos, Horat. Carmin. 1. 1, Ode 35. 


« T’, Hierof. Succah, fol. 55. 2. w Vid. Homer. 


Y [35D [y fortem faciebus, Montanus; robuftam facie, Vatablus. 
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leather on fhields, 8c. as Fo/fephus 4 fays they did 


rufalem, and breaking down the walls.of it by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, 2 Kings xxy. 10. and laft of all in 
the fiege of Ferufulem, and battering down. the 
walls of it by the Romans; at which time alfo 
all their {trong and fenced cities throughout the 
land, were taken and demolifhed. 

¥. 53. Aud thou fhalt eat the fruit of thine own 
body, &c.} Than which nothing can be more 
- fhocking and unnatural, which is explained as fol- 
lows: tbe fielo of thy fons and of thy daughters, 
which the Lord thy God hath given thee , which is 
an aggravation of the cruel and inhuman fact: in 
the fiege, and in the firaitne/s wherewith thine ene- 
mies foall diftrefs thee , this fhews the caufe of it, a 
famine by reafon of the clofenefs of the fiege, fo 
that no provifions could be'’brought in for their re- 
lief ; and all within being eaten up, and every 
thing that was eatable, even the molt naufeous and 
difagreeable, they would be led on to this ftrange, 
unheard-of, and barbarous a¢tion, eating their own 
children. This was fulfilled in the fiege of Sa- 
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eat; and this being the cafe, nothing eatable re- 
maining, therefore his heart would ‘be hardened 


-againft his neareft relations, and not allow them the 
leaft part with him, even of what was fo fhocking 


and unnatural. 
¥. 56. And the tender and delicate woman among ft 


you, &c.) Who is inftanced in becaufe of her fex, 


which is more pitiful andcompaffionate, and efpe- 
cially one that has been brought up genteely, and 
has always lived delicioufly, on the moft delicate 
fare, and niceft.dainties, and ufed to all the delights 
of nature: which would not venture to fet her foot 
upon the ground for delicatenefs and tenderne/s; for 
fear of taking cold, or defiling her feet : her eye 
all be evil towards the bufband of ber bofom, and to- 
wards ber fon, and towards ber.daughter ; grudge 
them every bit they eat, and reftrain food from 
them as much as in her lies, and even finatch it out 
of their mouths ; fo Fo/epbus * relates, that ‘* wo- 
men fnatched the food out of the mouths of their 


maria, 2 Kings vi. 25, 28,29. andin the fiege of|hufbands, and fons out of the mouths of their fa- 


Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar, Lam. ii. 10. and iv. 
10. Baruch ii. 4. and in the fiege of the fame city 
by the Romans , of which an inftance will be here- 
after given. 

¥. 64. Sothat the man that is tender among you, 
and very delicate, 8cc.] Nat only the ruftic that has 
been brought up meanly, and ufed to hard living ; 
bat one that has been bred very tenderly, and 
lived in a delicate manner, like the rich man in 
Luke xvi.19. that fared fumptuoufly every day : 
his eye foall be evil towards bis brother, and towards 
the wife of bis bofom, and towards the remnant of his 
children which be fhall leave; that is, he fhall 
grudge his brother, who is fo nearly related to him, 
the leaft bit of food ; yea, his wife he dearly loved, 
and is one flefh with him, his other felf, and even 


his children, which are parts of himfelf, fuch of 


them as were left not eaten by him; orhis eye 
fhould be evil upon them, he fhould look with an 
evil eye on them, determining within himfelf to 
kill and eat them next. ‘Though the particular 


inftance in which his eye would be evil to them 
follows, yet no doubt there are other inftances in! 
which his eye would be evil towards them, as there’ 


were at the fiege of Ferwfalem, and have been fince. 
Yofepbus * fays , ‘* that in every houfe where there 


was any appearance of food, (or any thing that’ 


looked like it, that had the fhadow of it) there 
was abattle ; and the deareft friends fought with 
one another, fnatching away from each other the 
miferable fupports of life ;” 
his wife and children, and the wife from her huf- 


band and children; fee more in ¥. 56. and, in af-1/é 


ter-times, we are told by the Few hiftorian *, that 
wrote an account of their fufferings and diftreffes 
fince their difperfion, that at Fez the Jews fold 
their children for flaves for bread. 


as the hufband from: 


thers; and what is moft miferable, mothers out of 
the mouths of their infants.” 
¥.57. And towards ber young one that cometh out 


from between her feet, &c | Or her fecundine, ber 


after-virth, as in the margin of our bibles; fo the 
Targum of Fonathan and Aben Ezra interpret it. 
The latter defcribes it, ** the place of the foetus, 
whilft it abides in the womb of its mother ;” the 
membrane in which the child is wrapt ; and it is 
fuggeited that as naufeous as that is, the delicate 
woman fhould eat it, and then the new-born child 
that was wrapped in it; fo farchi interprets it, little 
children ; though it feems to be diftinguifhed from 
the children fhe bears or brings forth in the next 
Claufe : and towards her children which fhe fhall 
bear ; that is, have an evil eye towards them, to 
eat them as follows: for fhe fhall eat them for want 
of all things, fecretly, in the fiege and ftraitue/s where- 
with thine enemy fall diftre/s thee in thy gates; that 
is, eat her children, being reduced to the utmoft 
extremity, being in want of all things, having no- 
thing at all to abate her fharp hunger ; which, and 
nothing elfe could incline her, and prevail upon 
her, to do an action fo monftroufly horrid: and 
which fhe would do in the moft private and fecret 
manner ; both left others fhould partake with her, 
as well as being confcious of the foulnefs and 
blacknefs of the crime, that would not by any 
means bear the light; and all this owing to the 
clofenefs of the fiege, and the unfpeakable diftrefs 
they fhould be inthrough it. For the illuftration of 
this, take the following ftory as related by Fo- 
epbus ‘; ** a woman, whofe name was Mary, that 
lived beyond ‘Yordan, illuftrious for her defcent and 
riches, fled with the multitude to Feru/alem when 
befieged, carrying with her her fubftance, and 
what.food fhe could get that were left her by the 


¥. 55. So that he will not give to any of them of\{poilers ; where being preffed with famine, fhe 


the flelh of his children whom he foall eat, 8cc.| WNei-| took her fucking child, killed it, boiled it, and eat 
ther give to a brother, nor to a wife, nor toany of{half of it, and then laid up the reft, and covered 
his remaining children, the leaft bit of the flefh of|it; and when the feditious party entered the houfe, 
a child he has killed and dreffed for his own food ;) they {melt it, and demanded her food, threatening 
which adds to the barbarity of his action: decaufe}to kill her if the did not'deliver it; which when 
he hath nothing left him in the fiege, and in the frrait-\ fhe brought forth, declaring what fhe had done, 
nefs wherewith thine enemies foall diftrefs thee in all\they were ftruck with horror; to whom be faid, 
thy gates; every creature being eaten up, dogs, cats,| thisis my fon, and this my own deed ; eat, for I 
8c. and whatloever elfe could be any ways made} have eaten; be not more tender or fofter than a 
food of ; as the dung of beafts, girdles, thoes, the} woman, and more fympathizing or more Pinal 

than 
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than a’mother.” All the ideas that this prophecy|'Fézs thenifelves * own» this has been | fulfilled-on 
of Mofes conveys are to be met with in this accounts|them. ©) 4). 6. 91 ae vn 
as of a woman well bred. and delicate, reduced to} y. 62. And ye fall. be left few in number, Seow 
the utmott diftrefs, and wanting all the neceffaries| There were but very few left in thesland of Fu= 
of life, killing her tender infant, a fucking babe,|dea by Nebuchadnezzar’s general, when Yerufalent 
eating it fecretly, and laying up the reft covered] was taken by him; and thefe were pido Sh peg 
againft another time. If Mo/es had lived to have|fort, and. were left for vine-drefiers and hutband- 
pc the fact ier ey os valen did, Ps — Fer. ork apn Pv YD A eo 
could not have exprefled it well in ftronger and)they were reduced by: » Will appear by’ — 
clearer terms than he has done. . This is a moft|the accounts Fo/ephus gives of thofe oo flain,! 
amazing inftance of a prophecy delivered out 2,000] and made prifoners by them : he a ee 
years or more before the ae was done, ee the 2h I, a fe flain at estes , Letuent : 
exact accomplifhment of it; and if the obferva-| by the war, and 97,000 made prifoners 5 and it 18° 
tion of a learned critic ® can be eftablithed, that the}computed that 1,240,490 were deftroyed in Feru- 
Girt word of this verfe fhould be mbyray, and fo alem and other parts tithe nation 3-and itis alto 
be rendered, and fhe fhall boil that which cometh out faid by aaa gs 95, ; a efron ig mmo 
from between her feet, even ber children which fhe Apsara erg 4 ain ie et ot Tl 
foal bear, the fulfilment of the prophecy will ap- leftine 29 —s fe thou ee aakiieis “s 
pear ftill more exact, both at the fiege of Samaria, Fee : = an pagel coe eee, 
; Kings em pani of Ferufalem, as inthe above re- P ais ar a Ny ee an . ae rere 
ation Oo ofeprus., 4 
Ay 58. If a wilt not obferve to do ail the bese 5,000 of them were left : whereas ye were as ‘the. 
of this law, that are written in this book, Sec.) Of Viars of heaven for multitude ; and as it is fometimes 
Deuteronomy, in which: there is,arepetition of the|faid, as the fand of the fea, as was promifed to 
laws before delivered, and an addition of fome new cone oh XV. 5: ay XXli. A and was mf 
ones ; all which were to be. fo obferved as tq-be/filled in the days of Solomon, 1 Kings iv. 20. bam 
done, to this end, bets 3 mayeft ently oetene (eae ~ prenit me ca: we ir of the chen 
ad fearful name of the Lord thy God; or that itjGod; inhis law, and by. his prophets ;.and efpes, 
pte taal that ti fear of God was before their cially by the voice of the true Meffiah, in his ever- 
eyes, and in their hearts, by their obedience to his jlafting gofpel ; of whom itis faid to-day if ye) will 
Jaw; that they had a proper awe and reverence hear bis voice, cc. Heb. ii. 7. eat hew | 
of him, who is glorious in his titles and attributes,|’ y. 63. And it foall come to pafs that asthe Lord 
and whofe name Jehovah is holy and pieaend, Kayne ss abet - you wre a The po ag 
and who, as the covenant-God of his people, is to;the Lord, as the Zargum of ‘Jonathan, who with. 
beefeated for his goodnefs-fake. Ce great delight and pleafure in them brought them, 
¥. 59. Then the Lord will make thy plagues won-jout of Egypt, conducted them through the wilder=' 
derful, &c,]  Vifible, remarkable, diftinguifhable,|nefs, protecting them and providing all good things: 
and aftonifhing toall that fee them : and the plagues\for them and brought them into the land of Ca~ 
donc,’ with their poten, age aftr sgh ‘extal feted, thencthele ands goes aan 
one, with their pofterity, age after age: even ; ave , 
great plagues and a hs 'teebabe eek creat as to|kings, priefts and prophets, for a long feries of 
quality and quantity, and firm, fure, lafting, andjtime, with other innumerable bleffings he beftowed 
durable ; the word ufed is rendered /ure in Jf. lv.}upon es a 4 pysiteks you ; - ne i 
3- fure by prophecy and in the event ; and -which|came as the ftars of heaven, and t e fand of the 
when inflicted remained, as they have 1,700 years ;|fea, as before obferved : fo the Lord will rejoice over 
all which might be believed as certain, or what lyou to deftroy you, and to bring you to nought; take 
would certainly come to pafs, and be depended on:{as much pleafure in their ruin and pasted 
ane uit Bod and g in continuance oe idee ob ‘ase re par is yor a 
thofe difeafes mentioned y. 2 . or however}nour of his laws preferved, as » in 
others including them. ae good things on them, in which mercy and kindnefs 
¥. 60. Moreover, he will bring upon thee all the\were difplayed : and ye fhall ve plucked fromoff the 
difeases of Egypt, &c.| All that in away of judg-|land whither thou goeft to pails it; insa svablemt> 
ment were brought upon the Egyptians for refufing| manner, by their enemies, and againft their wills, 
to let [/rael go 5 or all fuch difeafes as were peculiar|they being loth to leaveit. The emperor Adrian, 
to them, and common among them,. as the leprofy, to prevent their infurrections and rebellions, which: 
the itch, ulcers, &c, which thou waft afraid of ;\had given hima great deal of trouble, ordered by . 
when living among them, left they fhould catchjan edict that no few fhould come into Feru/alem, 
them of them, or they fhould be infliéted on them|nor into the land of Fudea, or be feen in it, which’ 
by the-hand of God: and they fhall cleave unto thee ;\is obferved by feveral writers™; by which means 
not only fhould- come upon them, but continue with] the country was cleared of them. © In after times, 
them ; Bey, fhould not eafily get rid of them, or saat of pets ghee Et ose 
be cured of them. t, ut few. Benjamin of Tudela, a of: 3 
¥. 61. Alfo every ficknefs and every plague which\century, travelled into feveral parts of the world in 
as not written in the book of this law, &c.) Which |queft of his countrymen, and particularly into j 
is nor here mentioned or threatened; andit fug-|dea@, and his view was to magnify his people; an 
gells, that whatfoever ficknefs or difeafe that could |yet owns he found at Yerufalem only 200 perfor 
be thought of or named, or were at any time in/whofe. employment was dying wool, and dwelt 
any place among men, might be expected to come/a corner of the town under the tower of Daut 
npon them for their difobedience : them will thejand but 12 at Bethlebem, 3 at Mare/ba, at Shui 
Lord bring upon ihee until thou-be defrayed , thejindeed 300, none at Gilead, 2 at Nob, whar 
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dyers, 3. at Ramab, one at Soppaj none at Fafne,| yr. 66..And thy life fall bang in ‘doubex before’ 
where had been a’famous academy, none at Afbaod,| thee, 8ee.] Whether it thall be fpared or not by the 
and at Tiberias about 50". And our countrymanjenemy : and thou halt fear day and night; be in, 
Sandys °, who travelled into “Fudea in the laft cen- continual: dread of being killed: and Joalt bave 
tury, fays, ** here be fome Fews, yet inherit they| sone affurance of tby life's of its: being continued a: 
no part of the land, but in their own country do}moment {carcely} but’ live in conftant fear and ex- 
live as aliens.”’ 1082 pectation of its being taken aways 6 0) gah 
«yx. 64. And the Lord foall featter thee among all| yr. 67. In the morning thou foalt foy, would God. 
people, fromthe one end of the earth even to theother,|/t qwere evens &ccv) Wifhing ‘they might get thro” 
&e.} Which refers to their prefent difperfion,  be~| the day well, feating their life would be taken:away 
ing now, more or fewer, in all parts of the world, before night, .or. fome fad calamity befal- them, 
eait, weft, north, and fouth : and there thou foalt\ before the day was patt : and at even thou fhalt fay, 
ferve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers\would God it were mornings dreading what would 
have known, even wood and ftone; it may. be ob«|happen to them in the night, that jome mefienger 
ferved, that the phrafe which neither thou nor thy of death: ;would.be fent to difpatch them, op they" 
fathers have known, is fitly added here, which is|fhould be shaled out of bed to acourt of inqui- 
not ufed of them, ¥. 36. and well agrees with the fition, and caft-into a dungeon : for the fear of thine 
idols of the Papifs, their images of the virgin|Feart wherewith thou fhalt. fear, ana for the fight of 
Mary, and faints departed, made of wood and|tbine eyes which thou fhalt fee, often beholding tuch 
ftone, which were fuch the fathers of the Yews|dreadful fights, as their countrymen put upon the 
never knew ; jutt as it is faid of the hofts the eon-|rack, and: eruelly tortured, and then burntalive ; 
fecrated wafer, the breaden God honoured by 4z- and fo their ‘hearts would fear and tremble, left 
tichrif, that it is @ God whom bis fathers knew not,\they fhould be the next that would be taken up 
Dan. xi. 38. the apoftles and ancient fathers of the|and ufed’in this manner ; "befides® other “Yeverities 
church. Now in Popifh countries the ews’ have and hard» ufages,’ with which their brethren were 
often been prevailed upon to change, or at leaft dit treated, and theyin continual fear of. 

femble their religion, and embrace popery; “and ¥. 68. And the Lord hall bring thee into Lgypt 
have worlhipped images of wood and ftone. Thelagait with ships, 8cc.] Either itito a ftate of hard 
author of the hiftory of their ‘calamities and fuf bondage and flavery, like that their fathers were 
ferings owns this ; °° multitudes (he fays?) in Spaéw pin in Egypt ; or rather, ftrictly and literally, fhould 
and Portugal forfook the law of Mo/es, and joited|be brought into Egypt again, ‘fince it is faid to be 
the Papijis, pretending at leaft to'be of theif re. |w#th or in fips. This does not refpect. the going 
ligion.” He makes mention 6f 16,000 at one time’, Jof thofe Fews into Egypt who were left in the land 
and fome, he fays", ‘‘ that were driven’ out ‘of | of. Fudea, after the deftruction of Feru/alem by Ne 
Spain, caine into Italy, where the young men buchadnezzar'; for that was againft the ‘exprefs 
prefied with famine could not beat it, and changed|command of God, Fer. xlii, 13—22. and xliiiz 
their religion, and began to worfhip images that] 45 5» 6,7. ‘There were feveral removes of them 
they might have to fatisfy their hunger; and the|into Egypt aiter that time; ah ‘heathen hifto- 
Papifis ufed to go about with: a. crucifix in one|rian“ tells us, that not a few thoufands of Jews 
hand, and a piece of bread in the other, promifing} went into Egypt and Phanicia, becaule of the fedi- 
the bread to thofe that would worfhip the crucifix ; tion in Syria vafter| the death of Alexander ,. and 
and fo, many famifhing perfons forfook the law of| where, it feems, in procefs. of tinie they became 
Mojfes, and mixed with them : and to this day the] {laves : for we are-told by Fofephus* , that 120,000 
convents of monks and nuns in'Spain are full of flaves were fet free by Ptolemy Philadelphus ; but 
them ; and moft of their canons, inquifitors, “and what is chiefly refpected: here is their cafe'in the 
bifhops are Jews *.’ The Targuin: of ‘Fonathan|times of the ‘Romans, and ‘by. their means. Now 
jndeed, to clear them from idolatry itfelf, gives an- when Yerufalem was taken’ by Titus, thofe above 
other fenf of thefé words, °paraphrafing them,| «7 years of age were fent by him to the works, ‘ot 
«< ye fhall pay tribute to ‘the’ worfhippers of|mines in Egypt, as the fame ‘hiftorian’ relates 7 § 
idols.” aT Ms o« fand after their laft overthrow by Adrian, many 
¥. 65. And among thefe nations foalt thou find'no\thoufands were fold, and what -cotild not be fold 
‘gales neither foall the fole of thy foot have ret, &c.)} were tranfported into Egypt, and perifhed by /hip- 
No quiet fettlement, nor certain dwelling, being wreck, or famine, or were flaughtered by the peo- 
obliged to move from place to place through cruel {ple * ; whereby this prophecy was literally and ex- 
ediéts, heavy. fines and muléts, exorbitant taxes|actly fulfilled, and which is owned by the: Yews 
and impofitions, and diligent fearch made. after{themfelves.\,\Manaféh Ben Ifraet* obferves, ‘that 
them by the courts of the inquifition, efpecially jthough Vefpafian banifhed: the ‘fews into divers 
where any fubftance was to be’ got. The Fews|countries, Hgypt is only mehtidned ‘by way of re- 
themfelves ‘ own’ that this paflage is now fulfilled proach, as if it had been faid, ye fhall go captives 
Sn them : bat the Lord fhall give thee there a trem-|into the land from which ye ‘went out triumphant : 
bling heart , being always in fear left their perfons|dy'the way whereof I fpake unto thee, thou foalt fee 
fhould be feized on, their children taken from |ét 70 more again the Targumot Fonathan is, * the 
them, and their goods confifcated ; herice the;/Word of the Lord fhall’ bring’ thee into Egypt 
poet " gives them the epithet of ¢rembling : and fail- again in fhips';” even the fame divine Word, the 
ang of eyes; in looking for a vainly-expected. Me/-|Son of God, that brought them out of it, and 
fiah, to deliver them from all their fears and trou- went before them in a pillar of cloud and fire, now 
‘bles: and forrow of mind under their prefent af-|provoked by their rejection of him, would lead. 
- flitions and calamities. ' them back again thither; the paraphraft adds, 
. po - baw ‘ *¢ through 
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“* through the midft of the Red-/ea, in the path in, Farchi interprets it of they themfelves being defi- 
which ye paffed ;” as if they were carried over into|rous, and feeking to be fold, to avoid cruelties and 
Egypt in fhips, juft in that part of the fea.in which|death ; which agrees with the fenfe of the word, 
they had paffed before; but that was an unknown|which may be rendered, ye foall offer your felves te 
anid unfeen path, after the waters were clofed up,!/a/e; but there will be no buyer, becaufe their 
and never to be feen more, and which is herejenemies will determine upon the flaughter and con- 
meant; for not Egyp/, but the way in which they }fumption of them; and to the fame purpofe ben 
paffed, was to be feenno more : and there ye fhall\Ezra. There were fuch numbers of them to be 
be fold unto your enemies for bond-men and for bond- \fold both at Egypt, and at Rome, that the fellers of 
women, and no man foall buy you; that is, there in |them had but a poor market for them ; and it feems 
Egypt they would be offered to fale, and fo many |not only becaufe: of their number, but the ill 
would be fold until the market was glutted with opinion had of them as fervants. Hege/ppus » fays,y 
them, and there would be no buyers, The Targum|‘* there were many-to be fold, but there were few. 
of Fonathan is, ** ye fhall be fold there at firft to|buyers ; for the Romans defpifed the Fews for fer- 
your enemies, at a dear price, as artificers, and af-|vice, nor were there Jews left to redeem their 
terwards at a mean price as fervants and handmaids, own.” It is faid*, that thirty were fold for a 
until ye become defpifed, and be brought to ferve|penny ; a juft retaliation to them, who had fold 
for nothing, and there be none to take you in.’ their Mefiab for thirty pieces of filver. 


CHAP.) XXEX, 


HIS chapter begins with an intimation of an- 
other covenant the Lord was about to make 
with the people of J/rae/, ¥.1, and to prepare their 
minds to an attention to it, various things which 
the Lord had done for them are recited, ¥. 2—9. 
the perfons are particularly mentioned with whom 
the covenant would now be made, the fubftance of 
which is, that they fhould be his people, and he 
their God, ¥. 10—15. and fince they had feen the 
idols in Egypt and other countries, with which they 
might have been enfnared, they are cautioned 
again{t idolatry and idolaters, as being moft pro- 
voking to the Lord, ¥. 16—21. which would 
bring deftruétion not only on particular perfons, 
but upon their whole land, to the amazement of 
pofterity ; who, enquiring the reafon of it, will be 
told, it was becaufe they forfook the covenant of 
God, and particularly were guilty of idolatry, 
which whether privately or openly committed, 
would be always punifhed, y. 22—29. 


been made before, notonly refpecting the repenting’ 
and returning Iraelites, but the Gentiles alfo; for 
thiscovenant was made with the ftranger, as well 
as with J/rael, ¥. 11. and relates to the times of 
the Meffiah, the call of the Gentiles, the converfion 
of the Yerws, and their return to their own land in 
the latter day. 
¥.2. Mofes called unto all lrael, &c.] He had 
been {oeaking before to the heads of them, and des 
livered at different times what is before reco: Jed ; 
but now he fummoned the whole body of the peo- 
ple together, a folemn covenant being to be made 
between God and them; or fuch things being to 
be made known unto them, as were of univerfal 
concernment : and faid unto them , what is in this 
chapter ; which is only a preparation or introduc- 
tion to what he shad to declare unto them in the fol- 
lowing: ye have feen all that the Lord did before 
|your éyes in the land of Egypt, the Targum of Jona- 
thanis, © what the Word of the Lord did :” for 
jall the wonderful things there done in Zgypt were 


¥. 1. Thefe are the words of the covenant, &c.|done by the effential Word of God, Chrif, the 


Not what go before, but follow after, in the next] Son of God ; who.appeared to Mg/es in the buth, 


chapters, to the end of the book s in which are}and fent him to Egypt, and by him and Aarow 
various promifes of grace, and promifes of good] wrought the miracles there; which many now pre- 
things, both with re{pect to ews and Gentiles, in-| {ent had feen, and were then old enough to take 
termixed with other things: which the Lord com-|\ notice of, and could remember, though their fa- 
manded Mofes to make with the children of Ifrael in| thers then in being were now dead: untoPharach 
the land of Moab 5 or to declare unto them, and ac-| gyd.unto all his fervants, and unto all his land ; the 
quaint them with, they being now in the plains of| plagues he inflicted on the perfon of Pharaoh, and 
Moab, ready to enter into the land of Canaan :) on.all'his courtiers, and on all the people in Egypt, 
for they reached the whole land. . 


befides the covenant which be madewith them at Ho- 
¥.3. The great temptations which thine eyes have 


reb;, or Sinai; which Farchi interprets, befides 
the curfesin Leviticus delivered on Sixai.; he feems Seen, &c.] Or ‘trials, the ten plagues which tri 
A : " ? d ? trie 

to_have refpectito Lev. xxvi. This covenant was|the Egyptians, whether they uate let ya, 

different from that at Sinai, fpoken of Exod. xxiv.| and tried the J/raclites, whether they would believe 

8, being made not only at adifferent time, at near; inthe Lord, and truft in his‘almighty power to de- 

liver them : ‘the figns and thofe great miracles; as 


forty years diftance, and at a different place, not 
‘Sinai; but when J/rael were come nearer mount! the faid plagues were fuch as were beyond the 
and which only omni- 


Sion, and were actually poffeffed of part.of their power of nature to produce, 
inheritance, the land of .promife, ‘that part of the potence could really effect, 
land of Moab which the twokings of the Amorites ¥. 4. Yet the Lord hath not 
had feized and dwelt in, whom Srael had difpof- 


feffed ; and with different perfons, that generation 


given you an heart to 
perceive, &c.] They had fome of them feen the 


above miracles with their bodily eyes, but h 
being dead, excepting a very few, which were at| difcerned with the eyes of tod winded 


Sinai: but it was different as to the fubftance and| power of God difplayed in th 
matter of it, it not only including that, and being God to them on we behalf choy aiid mtd 
a renewal of it, as is generally thought; but con-|in order to obtain their deliverance, and the ven- 
taining fuch declarations of grace which had not|geance of God on the Egyptians for detai 
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them 5 fo Yarchi interprets it of an heart to know |them in’the wildernefs, 
the mercies of the Lord, and to cleave unto him: 
and eyes to fee, and ears to hear, unto this day; 
to fee and obferve the gracious dealings of God 
with them, and to hearken to his voice and obey 
it: fo the underftanding heart, the feeing eye, and 
hearing ear, in things fpiritual, are from the Lord, 
are {pecial gifts of his grace, which he beftows on 
fome, and not on others ; fee Prov. xx. 12. The 
Targum of Fonathan is, ‘* the Word of the Lord g 
did not give you anheart, &c,.” and prudently, as in J/- lii. 13. hence the /eptuagint 
¥. 5. And I have led you forty years in the wilder-\verfion is, that ye may underftand all that ye dos 
nefs, &cc.] From the time of their coming out of|and fo the Ferufalem Targum. 
Egypt unto that day, which though not quitecom-| y¥. 10. Ye ftand this day all of you before the Lord 
pleat, is given as around number. Ewupolemus* ,\your God, &c.] Being gathered together at the 
an heathen writer, confirms this date of the mini-|doorof the tabernacle, at the fummons of Mofs. 
ftry of Mofes among the J/raelites ; he fays, Mo/es| Aben Ezra interprets it round about the ark, which 
performed the office of a prophet forty years :|was the fymbol of the divine prefence : your cap- 
your clothes are not waxen old upon you ; were not|tains of your tribes 4 the heads and rulers of them: 
worn out ; ail thoie forty years they had been in|your elders and your officers, with al! the men of 
the wildernefs, they had never wanted clothes fit-|Z/rae/; not the 70 elders only, but their elders in 
ting for them, according to their age and ftature,|their feveral tribes, cities, and families, men of 
and which decayed not ; fee the note on ch. viii.|gravity and prudence, as well as of age, and who 
4. and thy foe is not waxen old upon thy foot ;|were in fome place of power and authority or an- 
which were neceffary to wear in travelling, andjother ; and the officers may defign fuch who at- 
efpecially in a rugged wildernefs ; and yet though|tended the judges, and ‘executed their orders; fee 
they had been always in ufe during fo long a time,{ch. xvi. 18. and with them were the common 
were not worn out, which was really miraculous ; people, the males, who were grown perfons. ben 
fee the note on’the place before referred to. zra thinks they ftood in the order, in which 
y. 6. Ye have not eaten bread, &c.] Bread madejthey here are mentioned, which is not impro< 
of corn, common bread, of their own preparing, |bable ; next to Mo/es the princes, then the el- 
made by the labour of their own hands; but manna,|ders, and after them the officers, and next every 
the food of angels, the bread of heaven : meither|manof J/rael, the males ; and then the little ones 
have you drank wine, nor flrong drink ; only water|withthe males; after them the women, and laft of 
out of the rock, at teaft chiefly, and for conftancy ; [all the profelytes. 
though it may be when they were onthe borders of] y. 11. Your little ones, your wives, &c.] Who 
other countries, as of the Edomites, they might ob-|are fcarce ever mentioned in any fpecial law or fo- 
tain fome wine for their money : that ye might know |lemn tranfaction : and thy Stranger that is in thy 
that 1 am the Lord your God ; who was both able|camp ; not only the profelyte of tighteoufnefs, who 
and willing to provide food, drink, and raiment}embraced the Fewi/h religion entirely, but the. pro- 
for them, and fupply them with all good things,|felyte of the gate, who was admitted to dwell 
and fupport them without the ufe of the common among them, having renounced idolatry. Thefe 
~ neceffaries of life ; which were abundant proofs of|i{tanding with the J/raelites, when this covenant 
his power and goodnefs. was made, has refpect to the Gentiles, who as well 
¥.7. And when ye came unto. this place, &c.]\as the Fews have an intereft in the covenant of 
The borders of Moab, the wildernefs before it, to] grace made with Chrift ; in whom there is neither 
which joined the plains they were now in; fee|'7ew nor Gentile, any difference between them : 
Numb. xxi. 13, 20. Deut. ii. 26. Sihon king of\from the hewer of thy wood to the drawer of thy water ; 
Hefhbon, and Og king of Bajban, came out againjt\ that hewed wood for firing and other ufes, and 
us unto battle; not together, but one after the}drew water for the camp; who were generally 
other, and that very quickly; as foon almoft as] mean perfons, and perhaps fome that came out of 
they had fought with the one, and conquered him, | Egypt with them are here intended ; however mean 
the other came out againft them: and they fmote|and abject perfons are meant, and fignifies that 
them; killed them and their armies, and the inha- {none fhould be excluded from a concern in this fo- 
bitants of their countries; the hiftory of which|lemn affair on account of their meannefs, ; 
fee in Numb. xxi. 23—35. ¥. 12 .That thou foouldeft enter into covenant with 
y.8. And we took their land, &c.) Which be-|the Lord thy God, &e.] That is, they were all 
longed to the two kings, the lands of Fazer, Gi-|to appear and ftand in this order before the Lord, 
lead, and Bafoan, fine countries for pafturage: and|that they might folemnly avouch him to be their 
gave it for an inheritance unto the Reubenites, and to\God, and hear him declaring them to be his peo- 
the Gadites, and to the half tribe of Manafeb, whol|ple, and the many promifes and prophecies of 
requefted it, and to whom it was granted on cer-}go0od things he fhould deliver to them, as well as 
tain conditions, and they were now in poffeffion of} threatenings of wrath and vengeance in cafe of dif- 
tt: fee Numb. ch. xxxil. obedience tohim: or that thou fhouldeft pafse; 
> g. Keep therefore the words of this covenant\which fome think is an allufion to the manner of 
and do them, &c.| To do which they were laid un- making covenants, by flaying a creature, and cut- 
der great obligations, through the goodnefs of|ting it in pieces, and paffing between them, as in 
God to them, in giving them victory over the two Fer. xxxiv. 18. fo Farchi and Aben Ezra : and in- 
kings, and delivering their countries into their|to bis oath ; annexed to his covenant and promife, 
hands, as well as by all the favours beftowed onJto fhew the immutability and certain fulfilment of 
it 
a . Prepar. Evangel. 1. 9. c. 30. p. 447- | sy ut tranfeas, VL, Tigurine verfion, Munfter, Va« 
irs Peeaia Pifeator, Cocceilis we Aitteandua, Moomoan 


Vou. I; N°. 4. S| 


Where they were fufficiently 
fupplied with food, drink, and raiment ; all which 
is made ufe of as a motive and argument to engage 
them to obferve and keep the covenant the Lord 
made with them : that ye may profper in ail that ye 
do; in all their occupations and bufinefits of life, 
in their manufactures and commerce, in the cul- 
ture of their fields and vineyards, and in whatfo- 
ever they were employed in a\lawful way ; the word 
ufed has fometimes the fignification of acting wifely 
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iton his part ; and may fignify not only the oath ited with gold and filver. Now thefe being fee 
he fwore that they fhould be his people, but the |by them as they pafled along, they might run in 


oath he gave them, and they took, that he fhould|their minds, or be ealled to remembrance by them, — 


be their God: which the Lord thy God maketh with|and fo they be in danger of being drawn afide to 
thee this day ; which refers both ‘to the covenant}make the like; and worfhip them. 
and the oath, or the covenant confirmed by an] y. 18. Left there fhould be among you man or wo- 
oath, even the covenant now made in the plains of}man, or family, or tribe, &c.] Thele words ftand 
Moab, diftin& from that at Hored or Sinai. in connexion with y. 1, the 16th and 17th verfes 
¥.13. That he may eftablifh thee this day for a\being in a parenthefis, as may be obferved, and 
people unto himfelf, and that be may be unto thee a\{hew the defign of this folemn appearance of the 
God, &c.] Which contains the fum and fubftance} people, and their entering afrefh into covenant ; 
of the covenant; fee fer. xxxil. 38. as be hath faid| which was to prevent their falling into idolatry, 
unto thee, andas he bath fworn unto thy fathers, tol and preferve them from it, whether a fingle perfon 
Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Facob; ch. xxvi. 17,{ of either fex, or a whole family, or even a tribe, 
18. and xxviii. g. ~ | which might be in danger of being infected with it, 
¥.14. Neither with you only dol make this cove-| and fo all the people: whofe heart turneth sway this 
nant and this oath 3} That’ is, Mofes; for he was| day from the Lord our God, to go and ferve the gods 
ordered to’ make this covenant with them in’ the|of ¢ho/e nations ; whole heart is enticed ané drawn 
name of the Lord; what promifes of good things. |afide at the remembrance of the idols he has feen 
or declarations of his mind and will, God would|worthipped by others ; and is looking off from the 
make, Mofes was to deliver to them; and what} Lord God, his faith in him being weakened, his 
was required of them he would inform them of.|fear of him removed, and his affections for him lef- 
Aben Ezra interprets. it, not only you, but thofe|/ened ; and is looking towards the idols of the na+ 
that will come. after you, your-fons and your fons]tions, with a hankering mind to ferve and worthip 
fons. them : Jeff there should be among you a root that bear- 
¥.15. But with him that flandeth here with us\eth gall and wormwood , the word Rofh, which we ren- 
this day before the Lord our God; &c.} Who arejder gall, fignifies according to Farchi a bitter herb, 
before fpecified according to their dignity, age, {¢x, which better fuits with a root chan gall, and is elfe- 
and ftation of life ; or rather, dut as with bim that\where by us rendered hemlock, Hof. x. 4. and is by 
frandeth, 8c. and fo with him that isnot here with{him very rightly interpreted of a wicked man among 
us this day, detained at home by illnefs and indif-|them ; for nota principle of immorality, or herefly 
pofition of body, or by one providence or another; {rooted in the mind, produétive of bitter fruits, or 
fo that they could not come out of their tents, and}evil actions, is meant ; but a bad man, particularly 
make their appearance before the tabernacle ; tho’}an idolater, who is rooted in idolatry, and is guilty 
‘Farchi interprets this of the people of future gene Jof, and commits abominable a¢tions ; the iffue of 
rations. 
y¥.16. For ye know how we have dwelt in the land 
of Egypt, &c.] How long they and their fathers 
had dwelt there, the number of years they had been 
intheland, asthe Targum of fonathan, which was 
upwards of 200 years ; and beinga country the in- 
habitants of which were much given to idolatry, 
they had feen many of their idols, and much of 
their idolatrous worfhip ; andtheir hearts had been 
apt to beenfnared by it, andthe minds of fome 
tinctured with it, and the remembrance thereof 
might make ill impreffions on them ; to remove 
or prevent which this covenant was made: and how 
we came through ‘the nations which ye paffed by; as 
the Edomites, Ammonites, Moabites, and Midianites, 
as Aben Ezra obferves, through whofe borders 


ed ; which agrees with what the apoftle fays, Hed. 
xii. 15. who manifeftly alludes to this paflage ; fee 
t Maccab. 1. 11. and is confirmed by what fol-: 
lows. 

¥.19. And it cometh to pafs when he heareth the 
words of this curfe, &c.| That is, the man before 
compared to a root bearing bitter herbs, when he 
fhould hear the curfes pronounced by the law againft 


heart ; inwardly pronounce himfelf bleffed, think- 
ing himfelf fecure from the curfe of thelaw, and 
flattering himfelf it will never reach him nor come 
upon him : faying, I foall have peace, all happi- 
nefs and profperity; in foul, body, and eftate ; 
inward peace of mind now, and eternal peace here- 
they came, as they pafléd by their countries in theirjafter : though I walk in the imagination of my heart 5 
journeys in the wildernefs. om in worfhipping idols, which he vainly and wicked 
¥. 17. And ye have feen their abominations and\ly imagined to be gods; to the worfhip of which 
their idols, 8cc.| Or, their abominations, even their\his wicked heart prompted him, and he was refo- 
idols ; for the fame are meant by both: it is com-|lutely and ftubbornly bent upon, and in which he 
mon in fcripture ‘to call the idols of the Gentiles|continued : to add drunkenne/s to thirft , as a thir 
abominations, without any other explanation of}man to quench his thirft drinks, and adds to that, 
them’; fee 1 Kings xi. 5, 7. becaufe they are abo-jor drinks yet more and more until he is drunken ; 
minable to’ God, and ought to be fo to men :}fo a man inclined to idolatry, that has a fecret de~ 
the word for idols has the ‘fignification of dung,|fire after it, thirfts after fuch ftolen or forbidden 
and may be rendered dunghil-gods, either refer-| waters, and drinks’ of them, adds thereunto, 
ring to fuch that were ‘bred and lived in dung, as}drinks again and again until he is drunk with the 
the,beetle worfhipped by the Egyptians, as bifhop| wine of fornication, or idolatry, as it is called Rev. 
Patrick obferves ; or which ‘were as much to be} xvii. 2. fo the Targums of Onkelos and Fo athan 
lothed and abhorred as the dung of any creature :/underftand the words of adding fin to fin, p 
wood and fone, filver and gold ; thefe are the mate-|larly of adding fins of ignorance to pride, or’ 
rials of which the idols they had feen in the feveral| prefumptuous ones. Wicked men; pitceia: an 
countries they had been in, or pafféd through,| deceived, always grow worfe and worfe, increafine 
were made of ; fome of wood, others of ‘ftone cut]to more ungodlinefs, and yet promife themfelves 
out of thefe and carved ; others more rich and] peaceand impunity, 1 Thef.v.3.. pee 
coftly were made of maffy gold ard filver, and} y. 20. Then the Lord will not Spare Bim, | 3 
were molten ones ; or the images of wood were] Have no mercy upon him, nor forgiye him, ) 


which will be bitternefs and death, if not recover~ - 


fuch perfons as himfelf : that he ble/s bimfelf in bis © 
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an hatd-hearted, impenitent, ftubborn, and obfti- 
nate finner, as'well as guilty of the groffeft and 
moft provoking fin, as idolatry is: dur then the 
anger of the Lord, and bis jealoufy, foall finoke againft 
that man, or, the noje of the Lord fall fmoke* 
alluding to an angry, wrathful, furious ‘man, 
whofe brain being heated, and his paffions enflamed, 
his breath fteams through his noftrils like fmoke 5 
it denotes the vehement anger, the greatnefsrof 
God’s wrath and indignation againit fuch a perfon, 
and his burning zeal or jealoufy for his own ho- 
nour and glory injured by the idolater: and all 
the curfes that are written in this book foall he upon 
him; for as he that offends in one point is guilty of 
all, and efpecially in fuch a principal point as this, 
which concerns the being and worfhip of God ; fo 
he makes himfelf liable to all the curfes of the law, 
which fhall not only come upon him, but abide on 
him ; and there is no being clear of them but by 
redemption through Chriji, who by being madea 
curfe for his people, has redeemed them from the : 
curle of the law: and the Lord fhall blot out bis\or any kind of fruit grow : which the Lord over- 
name from under heaven; he fhall have no name in| threw in bis anger and in his wrath; the T arguin of 
Jjrael, not in the church, and among the people of | Yonathan is, “* which the Word of the Lord over- 
God, from whom he is to be excommunicated ;|threw ;” and it was Jehovah, the Word, or Son 
fhall have no name and place in the earth, being}of God, who rained from Febovah the father, out 
cut off from the land of the living; and fhall have}of heaven, fire and brimftone on Sodom and Go- 
no name orfame after his death, his memory fhailjmerrah, and the reft of the cities ; fee Gen. xix. 
rot and perifh; and he fhall appear to have no name} 24. and the note there, in which chapter is the hif- 
in the book of life; fee Pf Ixix. 28. Rev.|tory of this fatal overthrow. 
ili. 5. y. 24. Even all nations fhall fay, &c.| For the 
y¥. 21. And the Lord fhall feparate bim unto evil,|deftruction of this land, and the people of ir, 
out of all the tribes of Ijrael, &c.\ Unto the evil] would be, as it has been, fo very great and awful, 
of punifhment, devote and confign him to it, andjand fo very remarkable and furprizing, that the 
make him a vifible and diftinguifhed mark of his|fame of it would be heard among all the nations of 
‘difpleafure and vengeance. So fome men are righ-}the world, as it has been; who upon hearing the 
teoufly feparated from others, and pre-ordained un-|fad report of it, would afk the following queftions : 
to condemnation, being wicked and ungodly men ;| wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this land 2 
‘for fach God has made or appointed for the day of} fo diftinguifhed from all others for the fruitfulnefs 
evil ; fee Prov. xvi. 4. Fude ver. 4. according to all) and pleafantnefs of it ; the people, the inhabitants 
the curfes of the covenant that are written in this book| of which he chofe, above all others, to be a fpecial 
of the law ; the evil of punifhment he fhall be {e+} and peculiar people ; and where he had a temple 
parated unto fhall be according to them, or include] built for him, and where he had his refidence, and 
“themall ; the fenfe is, that the wrath of God, and} worfhip ufed to be given unto him: what mean- 
the whole curfe of the law due to him for his fin,} eth the heat of this great anger 2? what is the rea- 
fhall come upon him; fee ch. xxviii. 16, 17,] fon of his ftirring up his fierce wrath, and caufing 
os ae. it to burn in fo furious a manner ? furely it muft be 
¥. 22. So that the generation to come of your cbil-|fomething very horrible and provoking indeed | | 
dren that fall rife up after you, &c.] Not the next] ¥. 25. Then men fhall fay, &c.] The anfwer that 
generation, but in future times, in ages to come, will be returned to the above queftions will be this : 
at a great diftance, even after the deftruction of Fu-| Decaufe they have forfaken the covenant of the Lord 
dea by the Romans; to which the following verfe| God of their fatbers; breakers of covenants with 
feems to refer: and the firanger that foall come from| men are always reckoned among the worlt of men, 
a far land; on trade and bufinefs, or for the fake of] fee Rom. i, 31. and efpecially breakers of covenant 
“travelling, his road either lying through it, -or his with God, and with fuch a God as the God of J/- 
curiofity leading him to fee it : hall fay, when they} racl was, {fo good, fo kind and gracious and of 
fee the plagues of the land, cities and towns in ‘ruins, fuch a covenant he made, with them, in which fo 
fields lie uncultivated, and the whole land depopu-] many good things were promifed unto them, on 
jated, and all become a barren wildernefS, which] condition of their obedience ;. as the continuance 
was once a fruitful country, a Jand flowing with} in fuch a land they dwelt in, with an abundance of 
milk and honey: and the fickneffes which the Lot privileges, civil and religious : and this Covenant- 
hath laid upon it , upon the inhabitants of it, as the] God of theirs was the God of their fathers alfo ; 
peftilence and other difeafes, which fhall have fwept]’ and it was‘always reckoned an heinous. fin among 
“the land of them; fee ch. xxviii. 22, 27, 35 | the heathens, to forfake the Gods of their an- 
This cafe fuppofes a general departure from the| ceftors ; fee Jer. ii. 11. which he made with them 
~ ‘worfhip of God to the fervice of idols ; otherwife when he brought them out of the land of Egypt ; 
fingle individuals are punifhed in their own perfons, which is another aggravation of their breach of 
‘as in the preceding verfes. | the covenant the Lord made with them it being 
¥.'23. And the whole land thereof is Drimftone made with them by that God, and at thar, time, 
“and falt, and burning, &c.| That is, is become ex- when he in fo wonderful a manner, with fuch 
‘ceeding barren, as all fuch land is where there are mighty power, and a ftretched-out arm, and in 


great 


fulphureotis mines, of falt pits, or burning moun- 
tains ; not that this would be, or has been the cafe 
of the land of ‘fudea in a ftrict literal fenfe, only 
thefe are expreffions made ufe of to fhew the bar- 
rennefs of it, which is its cafe at this day, not 
through the nature of its foil being changed, but 
through the flothfulnefs of the inhabitants of it 5 
to which time it better agrees than to the time of 
its falling into the hands of the Chaldeans, who 
left men init for hufbandmen and vine+dreffers, 
Aben Ezra underftands this as a prayer to God, 
that the land might be burnt up; that is, for the 
fins of the people: that it is not fown, nor beareth, 
nor any grafs groweth therein 5 not being fown, it 
would bear and produce no corn for men ; and not 
being manured, no grafs would fpring up for the 
cattle : and fo would be like the overthrow of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, of Admah and Zeboims which in- 
deed are ftrictly {peaking become a fulphureous 
and bituminous lake, called the falt fea, and the 
lake Afphaltites, and where no green grafs or corn; 
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great kindnefs and tendernefs to them, brought, tice of as very remarkable ; and 4infworth thinks it 
them out of hard bondage, and moft wretched|is to obferve the greatnels of the punifhment ; and 
flavery in Egypt. the Fews underftand this of the cafting away of the 
y. 26. For they went and ferved other gods, and\ten tribes : and they gather from hence, that the 
worfhipped them, &c.| As did all Jfael, in theften tribes fhall not return, though about it they 
times of Solomon, and the ten tribes under Jerd-|are divided ; for fo they fay in the Mi/nab*, ** the - 
boam, and other fucceeding kings of Jfraeé ; and}ten tribes fhall not return, as it is faid, and ca/t them 
the two tribes in the times of Ahaz, and efpecially|into another land, as this day , as the day goes and 
of Manaffeh, when they worthipped all the boft of|does not return, fo they go and return not; thefe 
heaven; fee 1 Kings xi. 33. and xii. 28. 2 Kings|are the words of R. Akiba. R. Ehezer fays; as 
xvi. 4. and xxi. 3. Gods whom they knew not ; to|the day brings on darknefs and light, fo the ten 
whom they, as well as their fathers before them} tribes who are now dark fhall be enlightened.” 
were ftrangers, and approved not of them; and of| y. 29. The Jecret things belong unto the Lord our 
whofe power and goodnefs they had no experience,|God, &c.| Refpecting the people of J/rae/, and the 
and of which there never were any inftances ; yet|providential dealings of God with them, and efpe- 
fuch was their ftupidity, as to leave their God, the|cially the final rejection of them; with refpect to 
only true God, of whom they had many proofs in}which the apoitle’s exclamation agrees with this, 
both refpeéts, and worfhip thefe idols, which had| Rom. xi. 33. and though the Lord had revealed 
never been profitable and ferviceable to them on|many things which fhould befal them, there were 
any account: amd whom be hath not given untojothers ftill fecret with him, and the reafons of 
them; which verfion feems not to afford a goodlothers; and particularly the times and feafons of 
fenfe ; for to what people foever has God, the true|their accomplifhment, which he retains in his own 
God, given other gods to worfhip, which this}power, 4ési.6. ‘Phere are many fecret things im 
feems to imply, though he had not given or allowed |nature, which can’t be found out and accounted for 
any to them? Onkelos paraphrales it, did not do}by men, which the Lord only knows ; and there 


them good, which Yarchi explains, the gods they 
chofe them did not impart to them any inheritance, 
or any portion ; for the word uled fignifies to di- 
vide, or part a portion or inheritance ; now the 
Lord God did divide to I/rae/ the land of Canaan 
for an inheritance, but thefe idols had never di- 
vided any thing to them, and had been in no in- 
{tance profitable or advantageous to them; and 
therefore i¢ was madnefs and folly in them to wor- 
fhip them, as well as great ingratitude to the Lord 
theit God, who had done fuch great and good 
things for them ; for fo the words may be render- 
ed, and did not impart or divide to them * any thing ; 
that is, not any one of them did; forthe verb is 
fingular. 

y.27. And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againft this land, &c.} For this their idolatry and 
bafe ingratitude: to bring upon it all the curfes that 
are written in this book ; in this book of Deutero- 
nomy, and particularly ch. xxviii. 16. to the end ; 
fee Dan. ix. 11. 

¥.28. And the Lord rooted them out of the land, 
&c.] Which was true both at the Babylonifh capti- 
vity by Nebuchadnezzar, and at their prefent one 
by the Romans; and efpecially the Jatter, by whom 
they have been fo rooted out, as that they have not 
been able to return to it thefe 1700 years, nor to 
have any inheritance or poffeffion in it; whereas 
at the endof 70 years, they returned from the Ba- 
bylonifh captivity to their land again: and which 
was done in anger, and in wrath, and in great in- 
dignation ; which were moft abundantly fhown in 
the utter deftruction of their land, city, and tem- 
ple by the Romans: and caft them into another land, 
as itis this day , the ten tribes were caft into 4/ 
fpria, and from thence into the cities of the Medes, 
the two tribes into the land of Chaldea, and now 
into all lands; and none their own, but another, 
a ftrange and foreign country. The word caf de- 
notes the vehemence of the divine difpleafure at 


them, expreffed by the,removal of them out of|tifed. 


their own land into another. In the Hebrew word 


are many things in providence, which are unfearch- 
able, and paft finding out by finite minds, efpecially 
the true caufes and reafons of them ; and there are 
many things relating to God himfelf, which remain 
fecret with him, notwith{tanding the revelation he 
has made of himfelf, for not only fome of his per- 
feCtions, as eternity, immenfity, ec. are beyond 
our comprehenfion ; but the mode of fubfiftence 
of the three divine perfons in the godhead, the pa- 
ternity of the one, the generation of the other, and 
the proceflion of the Spirit from them both; the ~ 
union of the two natures, divine and human, in 

the perfon of Chriff ; the thoughts, purpofes, and 

decrees of God within himfelf, until brought into 

execution ; and fo there are many things relating 

to his creatures, as the particular perfons predefti- 

nated unto eternal life, what becomes of fuch who 

die in infancy, what will befal us in life, when we 

fhall die, where and in what manner, and alfo the 

day and hour of the laft judgment. The Fews ge- 

nerally interpret this and what follows of the fins 

of men, and punifhment for them, and particu- 

cularly idolatry ; take 4ben Exra’s fenfe inftead of 

many, ‘* he that commits idolatry fecretly, his 

punifhment is by the hand of heaven (from God 

immediately) ; he that commits it openly, it lies 

upon us and upon our children to do as is written - 
in the law :” but thofe things which are revealed 

belong to us and to our children for ever; the thin 

of nature and providence, which are plain and ma- 
nifeft, are for our ufe and inftruétion ; and efpe- 

cially the word and ordinances of God, which are 
the revelation of his will, the doétrines and pro- 

mifes contained in the fcriptures, the feveral duties 

of religion, and the commandments of God, fuch 

as are of eternal obligation, which may be chiefly 
defigned, becaufe it follows : shat we may do all 
the words of this law , for the end of this revelation 

is practice ; hearing and reading the word will be 

of no avail, unlefs what is heard and read is prac- 

Some render the words', ** the fecret 


things of the Lord our God are revealed to us and 


for caft a middle letter in it is greater than ufual ;}to our children ;” but neither the conftruét 


‘o 
the reafon of which perhaps is, that this dealing}the words in the original, nor the Hebrew peat 


id 


of God with them might be obferved and taken no-! will admit of fuch a verfion; otherwife it would 
. - afunaith 


ra f=) pon by qui nihil impertitus eft cis, Pagninus ; & quorum nullus impertitus fuerat eis quidquem, Picathergi wlan 
arty eft ipfis, Cocceius ; » Sanhedrin, ¢. 11. §. 3. * So fome¢ in Fagivs and Va. 
tabius, 
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furnifh out a very great truth: for the fecrets ofjcbildren; which are defigned to point out the re- 
God’s love, of his council and covenant, are re-|markable and wonderful condefeenfion and good- 
* vealed unto his. people, as well as many of his}nefs of God, in making a revelation of his mind 
providences, and the myfteries of his grace ; fee|and will, both with refpe& to dostrine and duty, 


Pf. xxv. 14. 
in the Hebrew text on the words, to us and to our 


CHAP. 


There are fotme extraordinary pricks|to the fons of men. 


XXX. 


A Bik chapter contains fome gracious promifes}forth: and will return and gather thee from allthé 


of the converfion of the Fews in the latter 
day, of their calling things to mind that have be- 
fallen them, of their repentance, and the circum- 
cifion of their hearts to love the Lord, of the return 
of them to their own land, and of the great increafe 
of them, and of their enjoyment of plenty of good 
things, ¥. 1—10. in it is an account of the gofpel, 
or word of faith, which at this time fhould be 
brought near to the ews, and be received by 
them, ¥. 11—14. and for the prefent Mojfes de- 
fires them to confider what he now fet before them, 
and what would be the confequences of receiving 
or rejecting it, and fo what it would be moft proper 
for thera to make cheice of, ¥. 15—20. 


x. 1. And it fhall come topafs when all thefe things 
are come upow.thee, &c.| Declared, pronounced, 
foretold, and prophefied of in the three preceding 
chapters, efpecially in ch. xxviii. the dleffing and 
the curfe which I bave fet before thee, the bleffings 


promifed to thofe that pay a regard to the will of 


God, and obey his voice, and curfes threatened to 
the difobedient ; fee ch. xxviii. 1—20. and thou 


nations whither the Lord thy Ged fcattered thee; ot, 
will again gather thee*; as he had gathered them 
out of all places where they had been {cattered, 
on: their return from the Badylonifh captivity ; fo 


will he again gather them from all the nations of 


the earth, eaft, weft, north, and fouth, where they 
are now difperfed; when they fhall turn to the 


Lord, and feek David their king; the true Mefiab. 


Maimonides’ underftands this paflage of their pre- 
fent captivity, and deliverance from it by the Mef- 


fab. 
¥. 4. If any of thine be driven out unto the outmoft 
arts of heaven, &c.] As many of them are in this 
remote ifland of our’s Great Britain, reckoned 
formerly the uttermoft part of the earth, as Thule, 
fuppofed to be Schetland, an ifle belonging to Séot- 
land, is {aid to be ™; fee the note on ch. xxviii. 4g. 
and as fome of them are thought to be in America, 
which Manaffeh Ben Ifrael* had a firm belief of : 
om thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and 
rom thence will he fetch thee ; whofe eye is omni- 
fcient, and reaches every part of the world; and 
whofe arm is omnipotent, and none can ftay it, or 


foalt call them to mind among all thenations whither|turn itback. ‘The Targum of Jonathan is, ‘* from 
the Lord thy God bath driven thee recollect the|thence will he bring you near by the hands of the 
promifes and the threatenings, and obferve the exact|king Meffiab.” 
accomplifhment of them in their feveral captivities,| y¥. 5. And the Lord thy God will bring thee into 
and efpecially in this their laft and prefent capti-|the land which thy fathers poffeffed, and thou foalt 
vity. poffe/s it, &c.] That the Zews upon their conver- 
¥.2. And fhalt return unto the Lord thy God,|\fion in the latter day will return to the land of 
&c.] By repentance, acknowledging their manifold} Fudea again, and poffefs it, is the fenfe of many 
fins and tranfgreffions, particularly their difbelief,|paffages of fcripture ; among others, fee Fer. xxxi 
and rejection of the Mefiab, now feeking him and|18. Ezek. xxviii. 25, 26. and xxxvii. 21, 22, 25. 
falvation by him; fee Hof. iii. 5. and foalt obey his|Zech.x.10. the above Targum is, “ the Word of 
voice; in the gofpel, yielding the obedience of|the Lord will bring thee, &c.” and be will do theé 
faith to that ; embracing the gofpel, and fubmit-|good ; both in things temporal and fpiritual; fee 
ting to the ordinances of it: according to all that 1) Ezek. xxxiv. 24—31. and multiply thee above thy 
command thee this day, thou, and thy children; which\ fathers ; increafe their number more than ever they 
was to love the Lord, and walk in his ways, dire¢t-| were in any age ; for they fhall be as the fand of 
ed toin the gofpel, and which were to be regarded|the fea, which eannot be numbered, Hof i. 10, 
from a principle of love to God, and the bleffed|11. 
redeemer; fee ver. 6, 16. with all thine heart and| ¥.6. And the Lord thy God will circumcife thine 
with all thy foul; that is, both their return unto|beart, and the heart of thy feed, &c.] No mention 
the Lord, and their obedience to his voice or word,| is made of circumcifion of the flefh, which will now 
fhould be hearty and fincere ; which being the cafe,|be out of ufe with the ews; they being fully con- 


the following things would be done for them. 

¥. 3. That then the Lord thy God will turn thy 
captivity, and have compaffion on thee, Sec.) Return 
them from theircaptivity, or bring them out of it, 
both in a temporal and fpiritual fenfe ; free them 
from their prefent exile, and deliver them from the 
bondage ar fin, fatan, and the law; and all this 
as the effect of his grace and mercy towards them, 
andcompaffion on them ; fee Fer. xxx. 18. The 
Targum of Fonatban is, ‘¢ his Word fhall receive 
with good-will your repentance ;” it being cordial 


vinced of the abrogation of the ceremonial law by 
the Meffiah, whom they will now receive. It is 
fpiritual circumcifion only that is here fpoken' of, 
with which the Fews will be circumcifed, when 
they fhall be pricked and cut to the heart, and be 
thoroughly convinced of fin ; when the iniquity of 
their hearts will be laid opento them, and they put 
to pain, and filled with fhame and lothing for it ;° 
when the hardnefs of their hearts will be removed, 
and the foolifhnefs of them will be expofed and taken’ 
away, and they will be made willing to part with 


and unfeigned, and fruits meet for it brought)their fins, and with their own righteoufnefs; when the 
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graces of the fpirit will be implanted in them, 
and the blood of Crift applied to them for pardon 
and cleanfing. This is the circumcifion made 
without hands, which is not of men, but of God ; 
what'he calls for, and exhorts unto, as being ne- 
ceffary, ch. ¥. 16. he here promifes to do ; and in- 
deed none but himfelf can doit; for he only can 
come at the hearts of men, to take any thing out 
of them, or put any thing into them ; it is he 
that opens the heart, foftens, quickens, enlightens, 
and purifies it: Baal Hatturim fays this refpects 
the times of the Mefiab: to love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy foul ; which 
though the duty of every man, is performed by 
none, but thofe that have the grace of God ; there 
is no love to God in the heart, before this inward 
and fpiritual circumcifion of it: it is a fruit of the 
fpirit in converfion; when the affections are taken 
off of other things, and fet on Chrif ; when a man 
fees his fin and his faviour, and the one is odious, 
and the other precious; when the bleffings of grace 
are applied, and the love of God is fhed abroad in 
the heart, which caufe love to God, and Chri 
again: that thou mayeft five ; fpiritually and eéter- 
nally ; for there is no fpiritual life in the foul, till 
the heart is circumcifed, or'in other words regene- 
rated and renewed ; then it is quickened; then a 
man lives a life of faith on Chri, of holinefs from 
him, of communion with him, and has both an 
open right unto, and meetnefs for eternal life. 

¥.7. And the Lord thy God will put all thefe 
curfes upon thine enemies, &c.| Recorded in ch. 
xxviii. that is, the Word of the Lord, as the Zar- 
gum of Jonathan; for he being now fought unto, 
and embraced, will be their king and their faviour, 
and revenge their enemies : ond on them that bate 
thee, which perfecuted thee , the Turks and Papifts, 
the former having taken poffeffion of their land, 
and the latter being violent perfecutors of them in 
alltheir countries. This will be fulfilled when the 
vials of God’s wrath will be poured on the Anéi- 
ehriftian ftates, Rev. xvi. 

¥. 8. And thou foalt return, and obey the voice of 
the Lord, &c.] In the gofpel ; obey the form of 
doétrine delivered to them, embrace the truth of 
the gofpel cordially, and yield a chearful fubjec- 
tion to the ordinances of it; or receive the Word 
of the Lord, as the Yargum of Fouathan, Chrift, 


the effential Word, by faith, as the faviour and re-|\ 


deemer, mediator, prophet, prieft, and king: azd 
‘do all bis commandments which I command thee this 
day ; the commandment nigh unto them, in their 
mouths and hearts, even the word of faith, the mi- 
nifters of Chri preach, ¥. 11. befides, all the 
moral precepts and ‘commands of the law, which 
will. then be in force, being eternal and invariable ; 
which faith in ChriZ, and love tohim, willin- 
fluence and conftrain them to obferve. 

« ¥. 9. And the Lord thy God will make thee plen- 
teous in every work of thine band, &c.] In every 
manufacture, trade, or bufinefs of life in which 
they fhould be employed; the meaning is, that 
theyLord will, greatly. blefs them in all that they 
fhall fet their ‘hands to.in a lawful way ; fo that 
they fhall abound in good things, and have enough’ 
and to fpare, a redundancy of the good things of 
life, great plentyofthem : in the fruit of thy body; 
abundance of children: and in the fruit of thy cat- 
ile; -a large increafe of oxen and fheep : aud in.the 
Seuit of thy land for good, it being by the bleffing 


© See Shaw's Travels, pi'336. Ed, 2: 
mirabile, Montanus, Cocceius, ‘ 
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of God on their labours reftored to its former fer- 
tility, though now barren through want of inhabi- 
tants, and the flothfulnefs of thofe that are pof- 
feffed of it; for travellers obferve°, the ioil is fill 
good, was it properly manured)and cultivated : 
or the Lord will again rejoice over thee for good, as 
he rejoiced over thy fathers ; particularly in the 
days of Solomon and David, when the people of J/- 
rael enjoyed plenty of all good things, and fo they 
will hereafter; fee Hof: ii. 15, 21,22. The Zar- 
gum ot Fonathan is, the Word of the Lord will 
return to rejoice, cc.” See Fer. xxii! 41. 9 

y¥. 10. If thou foalt bearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, &c.} Or rather, for thou fhalt bear- 
ken ?; feeing it is before promifed, that the Lord 
would circumcife their hearts to love him, and they 
fhould obey his voice, ¥. 6,°8. The Yargum is, 
*¢ receive the Word of the Lord :” to keep bis 
commandments and bis fiatutes, which are written in 
this book of the law particularly in this chapter, 
and all that are of a moral nature: and if thow re- 
turn unto the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy foul; or, for thou fhalt return, 8c. 
as it is promifed they fhould, y. 8. 

y¥. 11. For this commandment which 1 command 
thee this day, &c ]; Which the Yews underftand of 
the law, but the apoftle Paui has taught us to in- 
terpret it of the word of faith, the gofpel preached 
by him and other minifters, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. which 
better fuits with the context, and the prophecies 
before delivered concerning the converfion of the 
Jews, their reception of the Mefiab, and his go- 
{pel ; it is not hidden from thee, being clearly re- 
vealed, plainly and fully preached : if hidden from 
any, it is from them that are loft ; from the wife 
and prudent, while it is revealed to babes, and given 
to them to know the myferies of it : or too won- 
derfult; hard, difficult, and impoffible ; its doc- 
trines arenot beyond the underftanding of an en- 
lightened perfon; they are all plain to them that 
underftand and find the knowledge of them ; and 
the ordinances of it'‘are not toohard and difficult 
to be kept ; the commandments of: Chri? are not 
grievous : neither is it far off ; for though it is good 
news from a far country, from heaven, it is come 
down from thence.; it is brought nigh in ‘the 
miniftry of the word to the ears and hearts of 
men. Wat 
y.12. It is not in heaven, &c.| The feheme of 
it was formed in heaven, it was hid inthe heart of 
God there, before revealed ; it was ordained before 
the world was for our glory ; it was brought down 
from thence by: Chri, and committed to his a 
{tles. and minifters of the word to preach it ee 
and has been ever fince continued on ‘earth, Sand 
will be at the time of the converfion of the Fews't 
that thou fhouldef fay, that there fhould be any oe 
cafion of faying’; it forbids any fuch kind of fpeech 
as follows: wha Jhall go up for us to heaven, and 
bring it to us, that we may bear it, anddo it? there 
is no need of that, for it is brought from thence als 


fready, and may. be. heard, and pennies | 


for to put fuch a queftion would be the fame 
afk to bring Chrift down from above, who is come 
down already by ‘the affumption of human naturej 


to preach the gofpel, give thefenfe of the law, and 


fulfil it, to do.the will of his Father, bring in “ant 
everlafting rightéoufnefs, and: fave:his peo 

‘on the 
fame errand, fince he has obtained eternal redemp- 


5 . 1 foe ser 
r -— Bon 
. ' 


— 


P , Q <i amy . 3 _- ‘4 : ~~ ; : > = 
Choixxx: 21g3—20. DEOUTERONOMY  i2H 
his tommandinent3, and bis ftatutes, and bis judg- 
ments ; his laws moral, ceremonial, and judicial, 
Mofes shady been repeating and reciting : that thou 
mayeft live ‘and multiply , live in the land of Canaan, 
and have a numerous offspring and pofterity to 
fueceed and continue in ‘it, which is confirmed by 
what follows: and the Lord thy God hall ble/s thee 
in the land whither thou xoeft to poffe/s it, with 
health and happinefs, with an affluence of all good 
things, in the land of Canaan they were juft enter- 
ing into to take pofléffion of. 

¥.17. Butif thine beart turn away, &c.] From 
the true God, and the richt worthip of him, and 
from his commands, ftatutes, and judgments : /o 
that thou wilt not bear ; the voice of the Lord and 
obey it, or hearken to his laws, and’ do them: but 
foalt be drawn away ; by an evil heart, and by the 

clared to be the Son of God with power, and is dif- jill examples of others : and worfbip other gods and 
charged as the furety of his people, having done Jerve them; the gods of the Gentiles, the idols of 
4 compleatly what he engaged to do; and is rifen for|the people, befides the one living and true God, 
‘their juftification, and become the firft-fruits of the|the God of [rael. r 
refurrection of the dead ; wherefore whoever con-| ¥Y. 18. I denounce unto Jou. this day that ye fhall 
fefiés with his mouth, and believes with his heart, |/wrely peri/h, &c.] By one judgment or another ; 
that God has raifed him from the dead, that is|this he moft folemnly averred, and it might be de- 
“enough, he fhall be faved: what a fublime fenfe of pended upon that it would certainly be their cafe ; 
ige sate is this the apoftle gives, and how jejune fee ch.iv. 26. and that ye fhall not proiong your days 
is that of the Chaldee paraphraft’ in comparifon of | “poz the land, whither thou paffeft over Fordan to £0 
it! fee the note on Rom. x. 6, 7. to poffefs it; but be cut fhort by death, of one 
, y¥. 14. But the word is very nigh unto thee, &c ] kind or another, by fword, or famine, or pefti- 
“In the miniftration of it by thofe who clearly, plain- lence, or be carried into captivity ; one or other of 
Ny," and faithfully preach it, and in the application whieh were frequently their cafe. ; 
of it by the Spirit of God tothe heart; andinthe} ¥.19. I call heaven and earth to record this day 
gracious experience converted perfons have of the| 4gainfi you, &c.] Either literally underftood the 
“power and efficacy of it in them, and of the com- heavens above him, and the earth on which he 
Mi they receive from it : in thy mouth, and in thy {tood, thofe inanimate bodies, which are frequently 
heart, that thou mayeft do it ; in the mouth by con- called upon as witneffes to. matters of moment_and 
ESAT: being not afhamed to own it, and profefs importance ; fee ch. iv. 26. and xxxil. 1. J/. i.2. 
“it before men; and in the heart, where it is come|Of figuratively, the inhabitants of both, angels 
wach power, has a place, and works effectually, and men: that I have fet before you life and death, 
-and is cordially believed, and comfortably expe- blefing and curfing ; had plainly told them in ex- 
‘rienced ; and when this is the cafe, its ordinances prefs words what would be the confequence of obe- 
ewill be faithfully kept as delivered, and chearfully dience and difobedience to the law of God; long 
*oGinteed to! life, and the bleffings of it in the land of Canaan, 
yh. 1g. See, I have fet before thee this day, 8¢¢.}| 0 thofe that obey it ; death, by various means, 
“Mojes here returns to prefs the J/raelites to the pre- and: dreadful curfes, to thofe that difobey it ; of 
“fent obfervance of the laws, ftatutes, and judg-| Which fee at large ch. xxvii. therefore chufe life, 
“ments of one fort and another, he had been deli-|*4a¢ thou and thy feed may lve 5 that is, prefer obe- 
“yerino to them ; as being of great moment and im-| dience to the law, and chufe to perform that, the 
& no other than Jife and good, and\confequence of which is life ; that they and their 
pofterity might live comfortably and happily, 
quietly and fafely, and conftantly even to the lateft 
ages in the land of Canaam. 

¥.20. That thou mayef love the Lord thy God, 
&c.] And thew it by keeping his commands: and 
that thou mayeft obey bis voice ; in his word, and by 
his prophets : and that thou mayeft cleave unto bim ; 
and to’ his worfhip, and not follow after, and ferve 
other gods : for be is thy life, and the length of thy 
days; the God of their lives, and the father of 


tion, and is the author of everlafting falvation, 
which is the fum and fubftance of the gofpel. 

y. 13. Neither is it beyond the fea, dc.|- There 
is no need to travel into foreign parts, into tranf- 
marine.countries for it, as the heathen philofophers 
did to get knowledge; for the gofpel is ordered to 
be preached to all the world, and fent into all na- 
tions ; and at the time of the converfion of the 
Fews the earth will be filled with the knowledge of 
it, as the waters Cover the fea; fo that there will] 
be no need to go into diftant countries for it; nor 
any occafion that thou fhouldft fay, who fhall go over 
the fea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may bear 
it, and do it ? which would be all oneas to defire 
io bring up Chrift again from the dead; when he is 
already rifen, and is gone to heaven, where he ever 
lives to make interceflion for us; is thereby de- 


“portance to them, 
ath and evil; which are the effects and confe- 


“quences of obedience and difobedience to them; a 
“happy temporal life, and a continuance of it in the 
‘good land of Canaan, and an enjoyment ‘of the 
-Fleffings and good things thereof to them that are 
“obedient ; for not fpiritual and eternal life, or fpi- 
ritual bleffings and everlafting happinefs, are to 
“be had by: man’s obedience to the law of works, 
‘only through Chri, through his obedience, _righ- 
“teoufnefs, fufferings, and death ; fee Gal. iii. 21, | 44ys ae id ae 
“fo temporal death, or’a cutting fhort’ of natural life| their mercies ; the giver’ of long life, and all the 
in the promifed land, and evil things, calamities, | bleflings of it 3 and which he had promifed to thofe 
‘and diftreffes, or a deprivation of all the: good] that were obedient to him, and which they might 
‘things of it to the difobedient ; fee J/. i. 19, 20. expect : that thon mayeft dwell in the land which the 
5 16. In that 1 command thee this day to love the Lord fware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to lfaac, 
-Piyd thy God, &c.} Which is the fum-and fub and to Jacob, fo give them the land of Canaan, 
 ftance of the firft table of the Jaw, andincludes the} often thas defcribed ; this was the grand promile 
‘whole worfhip of God, the contrary to which are made to obedience | to the law, and was typical of 
"idolatry, fuperftition, and will-worthip, from which} eternal life and happinefs ;_which is had, not thro 
 Mofes had been diffuading and deterring them : fo) man’s obedience to the law, but thro’ the obedience 
* walk in his ways ; which he has prefcribed, as_his'and righteoufnels ot Chriff, 
"will to walk in,’ and his jaw diredts to : and to keep] | 
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MOSES being old, and knowing he fhould|to exercife fuch an office, power, and authoriry: 
quickly dye, and muft not go over Yordan|alfo the Lord hath faid unto me, or for the Lord bas, 

with the people of J/rael, acquaints them with it, |/aid", and fo is a reafon of the foregoing 5 the 
and encourages them and Fo/hua to go over not-|Targum is, “ the Word of the Lord faid :” shou 
withftanding, and not be afraid of their enemies, |/balt not go over this Fordan, to which he and the 
fince the Lord would go with them, and deliver| people of J/rael were nigh, and lay between them 
them into their hands, ¥. 1-8. and having writ-}and the land of Canaan, over which it was nécef- 
ten the law, he delivered it to the priefts, and or- | fary to pafs in order to go into it ; but Mo/es muft 
dered that it fhould be read at the end of every|not lead them there, this work was referved for 
feven years before all the people, that they and|Jo/bua, a type of Chrift ; not AMoj/es and his law, 
theirs might learn it, and fear the Lord, ¥. g—13. |or obedience to it, is what introduces any into the 
and whereas the death of Mo/es was very near, and |heavenly Canaan , only Fe/usand his righteouinefs ; 
the Lord forefeeing the people would quickly fall |fee ch. iii. 27. 
into idolatry, which would bring great calamities] ¥. 3. The Lord thy God he will go over before 
upon them, he directed Mo/es to write a fong,|thee, &c.] This he faid to encourage the people of 
which fhould be a witnefs for him, and againft|J/rae/, that though he fhould die, and not go over 
them, in ages to come; which Mo/es accordingly |with them, their ever-living and true God, the 
did, ¥. 14—22. and, Mo/es having given a charge |great Febovah, the Lord of hofts, he would go be-. 
to Fofoua, and finifhed the writing of the law in a}fore them, and fight their battles for them > fo that 
book, gave it to the Levites to put it inthe fide of they had nothing to fear from their enemies : and 
the ark, ¥.23—27. and then ordered the chief of |be will deftroy thofe nations from before thee , the fe~ 
the tribes to be gathered together, that he might}ven nations which then inhabited the land: end 
deliver the fong, which by the direction and under |thou fhalt poffe/s them their countries, cities, and 
the infpiration of God he had written, ¥. 28, 29, houfes, fields, and vineyards: and Fofbua be fall 
30. which fong, is recorded in the following chap-|go over before thee; as. their general to fight for 
ter. them, fubdue their enemies, and put them into the 
poffeffion of the land, and divide it to them ; as 
the Lord hath faid ; ch. iii. 28, 

¥. 4. And hefball do unto them as.be did unto Si- 
hon, and to Og, kings of the Amorites, &c.| De-~ ° 
liver them up into. their hands ; fee the hiftory of 
this in Numb. xxi. and unto the land of them whom 
he deftroyed 5 put them into the poffeffion of the 
land of Canaan, as they were now in poffeffion of 
the land of thofe two kings he deftroyed by them. 
This inftance is given to encourage their faith, af- 
furing them that what had been done to them, 
would be done to the Canaamitifo kings, and their 
fubjects, and their lands. 
¥. 5. And the Lord fhall give them up before your 
ace, &c.| To ruin and deftruction ; the Targum 
of Fonathan is, ** the Word of the Lord fhall des 
liver them up :” that ye may do unto them accord= 
ing to all the commandments which I have commanded 
o#; that is, utterly deftroy them, make no coves 
nant with them, enter into no alliances, nor con 
tract any marriages with them; but demolith their 
altars, cut down their groves, and break their 
images in pieces; of which laft den Ezra inter= 
prets the words ; but they are not to be reftrained 
to that fingle inftance ; fee ch. vii. 1—5. 

¥. 6. Be ftrong and of a good courage, &c.] The 
eptuagint verfion is, ‘* play the men, and be 
ftrong ;” be ftrong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, trutting and relying on him that goes 
before you ; and fo take heart, and be of good cou- 
rage, and act the manly part ; the apoftle feems 
to refer to this paflage, 1 Cor. xvi. 13. fear not, 
nor be afraid of them , their enemies, though fo nu- 
merous, fo mighty, and fome of them of a gigan- 
tic ftature, and their cities ftrong and well fenced: 
or the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee, 
in comparifen of whom numbers of men, their 
ftrength of body, and fortified places, fignify no- 
thing: be will not fail thee, nor forfake thee ; not 
fail to fulfil his promifes to them, not leave them 
till he had given them gampleat victory over their 


y.1. And Mofes went and fpake thefe words unto 
all Ifrael ;| The following words, even to the whole 
body of the people fummoned together on this oc- 
cafion. It feems that after Mo/es had made the 
covenant with them he was directed to, he dif- 
miffed the people to their tents, and went to his 
own, and now returned, having ordered them to 
meet him again, very probably at the tabernacle ; 
with which agrees the Targum of Fonathan, he 
“© went tothe tabernacle of the houfe of doctrine ;”’ 
though, according to ben Ezra, he went tothe 
feveral tribes feparately, as they lay encamped ; 
his words are thefe, ‘* he went to every tribe and 
tribe, to acquaint them that he was about to dye, 
and that they might not be afraid, and to ftrengthen 
their hearts ;”—he adds, ‘* in my opinion he then 
blefled them, though their bleffings are afterwards 
written ;” which is not improbable. 

¥. 2. And he faid unto them, I am an hundred and 
twenty years old this day, &c.] Whether the'mean- 
ing is, that that day precifely was his birth-day, is 
a queftion ; it may be the fenfe is only this, that 
he was now arrived to fuch an age; though Yarchi 
takes it in the firft fenfe, to which are objected his 
words in ¥. 14. yet it feems by ch. xxxii. 48. that 
having delivered to the children of J/rael the fong 
he was ordered this day to write, on the felf-fame 
day he was bid to go up to mount Nedo and dye : 
and it is a commonly received tradition with the 
Jews, that Mojes died on the fame day of the month 
he was born ; fee the notes on ch. xxxiv. 7. I can 
xo more go out and come in ; not that he could no 
longer go out-of his tent and return without great 
trouble and difficulty, being fodecrepit ; bur that 
he could not perform his office as their ruler and 
governer, or go out to battle and return as their 
general ; and this not through any incapacity 
of body or mind, both being vigorous, found, 
and well, as is clear from ch. xxxiv. 7. but becaufe 
xt was the will of God that he fhould live no longer 


* PUM prafertim chm et Domigus, V. L. 4 fometimes fignifies for. See Noldius, p, 285. So Ainfworth and Patrick here, 
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enemi¢s, put thent into the poffeffion of their land, feveral things which belonged to the priefts to pers 
and fettled them in it.” This promife, tho’ made)form, and all of them they were to inftruct in, {0 
to literal J/rae/, belongs to the {piritual J/rae/ of|there were others which were to be the rule of jude- 
God, and is made good to every true believer in the| ment to judges, and all civil magiftrates, and which 
Lord ; fee Hed. xiii. 5... _.. Ithey were to take care were put in execution ; and’ 

¥. 7. And Mofes called unto Fofoua, &c.], Who|therefore it was proper that they fhould have a 
might be at fome diftance from him, with the}copy of this law, and which mutt be here under- 
tribe to which he belonged. The Targum of Fo-|ftood; for it can’t be thotight that one and the » 
nathan adds, ** out of the midft of the people:”|fame copy fhould be giveri both to the priefts and 
and faid unio him in the fight of all Ijrael 5 now af-}to all the elders. . The Fews fay Mojes. wrote 13 
fembled together, and what follows was faid in their}copies of the law, 12 for the 12 tribes, and one ta 
hearing, tomake himthe more refpectabletothem:}be put into the ark, to convié of fraud or cor: 
be flrong and of a good courage ; the fame that-is|ruption, fhouldany be made*. 
faid to the people in the preceding verfe, and} y. 10. And Mofes commanded them, &c.] The 
which was ftill more neceflary in him, who was to|priefts and the elders, to whom the Jaw was deli- 
be their general, and to go at the head of them,|vered: Saying ; a8 follows + at the end of every /even 
and lead them on to battle; and though Fahualyears ; every feventh year wasa year of reft to the: 
was a man of courage and valour, as well as had|land, and of remiffion of debts to poor debtors : 
military fkill, as appears by his fight with Amalek,jat the clofe of this year, or going out-of it, ac- 
Exod. xvii. g—13. yet fuch an exhortation was|cording to the Mifzab*t, even on the eighth year’ 
not needlefs, feeing he had fo much work to do,|coming in, the following was to be done, natnely, 
and fo many enemies tocontend with : for thou mujt\the reading of the law ; and fo Yarchi interprets it 
go with this people unto the land which the Lard hath\of the firlt year of releafe, the eighth, that is, the 
fworn unto their fathers to give them; the Targum)firlt year after the year of releafe; but ben Ezra 
of Jonathan is, ‘*- which the Word of the Lord| better. interprets it of the beginning of the feventh 
hath {worn to give ;” the land of Canaan, thitherjyear; for as he elfewhere obferves on ch: xv. 1: 
he muft go with them; this was the will and de-|the word: fignifies the extremity of the year; and 
termination of God, and he muft go alone with-|there are two extremities of it, the beginning and 
out him, Mo/es, which would be a trial of his cou-|the end, and the firft extremity is meant; which is 
rage. - ; more likely than that the reading of the law fhould 

- ¥. 8. And the Lord, be it is'that doth go before|be put off to the end of the year, and which feems 
thee, &ce.] The Word of the Lord, his /hekinah,'to be confirmed by what follows : in the Jolemnity of 
according to the above Targum, and {fo in the next the year of releafe, in the feaft of tabernacles, or in 
chapter; the fame that brought J/rae/ out of Egypt,'the appointed time*; of the year of releafe; of the 
had gone before them in the wildernefs, and now releafe of debtors from their debts; ch. xv. 1, 2: 
would go before o/hua and them into the landof when the time or. feafon appointed and fixed was 
Ganaan.: be will be with thee ; to guide and direct, come: moreover, what -is here directed to being 
to afift and ftrengthen, to proteét and defend, toto be done at the feaft of tabernacles, fhews it to be 
give fuccefs to his arms, and victory over his ene-!at the beginning of the year, fince that feaft was in’ 
mies : be will not fail. thee, neither forfake thee; the month Tif/ri, which was originally the begin- 
not fail to give him counfel and direction, to af-|ning of the year, before the coming of the chil- 
ford him itrength, and to fill him with courage,'dren of J/rael out of Egypt, and ftill continued fo 
and to deliver his enemies into his hands ; nor for-|for many things, and particularly for the years of 
fake him till he had finifhed the work he was to do,jreleafe “ ; and this was a very proper time for the 
had made a compleat conqueft of the Canaanites,!reading of the law, when all the increafe of the 
and fettled the people of J/rae/in their land : fearjearth and fruits thereof. were gathered in ; and fo 
not, neither be difmayed, at the number anditheir hearts filled, or at leaft fhould be, with elad-= 
ftrength of the enemy, nor at any difficulties that|nefs and gratitude ; and when there was no tillage 
might lie in the way of finifhing fo great an under-Jof the land, being the feventh year, and fo were 
taking, fince the Lord would be with him; feejat leifure for fuch fervice; and when all poor 
Rom, viii. 3. debtors were releafed from their debts; and fo were 

¥.9. And Mojes wrote this law, &c.] The book}freed from all cares and troubles, ‘and could better 
_ot Deuteronomy, or the Pentateuch, the five books|attend unto it. 
of Mofes, which he had now finifhed, and which all] y. 11. When all Irael is come to appear before 
of them together are fometimes called the law, Gal.|the Lord thy God, &c.] As all the males were 
iv. 21. and delivered it unto the priefis, the fons of\obliged.to do three times in the year, and one of 
Levi; who were the teachers of the law, as Aben|thole times was the feaft of tabernacles, and fo a 
Ezra oblerves; fee Mal. ii. 7. and therefore it was|proper feafon for the reading of the law ; fee Exod: 
proper to put it into their hands, to inftruct the peo- |xxiii. 1417. in the place which the Lord Jeall 
ple in it, and that the people might apply to them |chu/e; thecity of Feru/alem, and the temple there : 
in any matter of difficulty, or when they wanted |¢hou jhalt read this law before all lfrael in their hear- 
to have any particular law explained to them: ling ; the book of Deuteronomy, as Farchi, or it 
which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord ;\may be the whole Pentateuch : who were to read it 
for though they were the Levites, and particularly jis not exprefly faid; the fpeech feems to be direct- 
the Kobathites, who in journeying carried the ark ;Jed to the priefts and elders, to whom the law writ- 
fee Numb. iv. 5—15. and x. 21. yet fometimes it|ten by Ado/es was delivered, y. g. and who were 
was bore by the priefts ; fee 7o/. iil. 13-17. andjeither to read it themfelves, or take care that it 
vi. 6. 1 Sam.iv. 4. and unto all the elders of Lfrael ;\fhould be read. Jofepbus* alcribes this fervice to 
the judges and civil magiftrates in the refpective|the high-prieft; he fays, “* ftanding in an high 
tribes ; for as there were in the book of the law|pulpit (or on an high bench) from whence he may 
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be: heard, he muft read the laws’ to all;” but the death being, as every man’s is, fixed by the Lords 
Jewifh writers commonly: allot this work to. the}with whom is the number of his years, monthsy 
king, or fupreme governor, who: at leaft was to/days, and moments, beyond which he cannot pais; 
read fome' parts of it ; fo Yarchi fays, “ the king |7od xiv. 5. call Fofbua, and prefent yourselves im the 
at firft read Deazeronomp, as it is faid in the Mi \tabernacle of the congregation, that I may give bim a. 
nab, he read from the beginning of Deuteronomy |charge this looks as if the people had been dif- 
to ch. vi. 4. bear, O Tfrael, 8c. and then added, }miffed after the above exhortations given; and now 
ch. xi. 53. then ch. xiv. 22. after that ch. xxvi.|¥ofoua was called, and Mo/es with him, to have a 
12, then the feétion off the king, ch. xvii. 14./charge given him : and Mofes and Fofbua went and - 
next the bleffings and’ the curfes, ch. xxvii, and|prefented themfelves in the tabernacle of the congrega~» 
ch. xxviii. with which he finifhed the whole fee-|#o; before the Lord. Abew Ezra fays, Mofes’ 
tion ;” and: fowe find that Youve, the governor of |'went from the camp of J/rae/’ where he was, ‘to the 
the people after Mo/és, read all: his laws, ‘fof. viii.|camp of the /bekinah ;. the Fews pretend to know 
35. and fo did: king Yofeb av the finding of the}in what form -they walked thither. Mojes, they 
book of the law;. 2 Kings xxiii... and Ezra, Ned. \fay*, went on the left hand of Fobua; and they 
viii. 3. The king received the book’from the high-|went to the tabernacle, and the pillar of cloud de- 
prieft ftanding, andireadiit fitting ; but king Agrippa|ifeended and feparated between them. 
ftoodandiread,. for which he was praifed. y¥. 15. And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle iw 
y. 12. Gather the people together, men, and'wo-\a- pillar of cloud, &c.] As he was wont to do, 
men, and’ children, &c.) At the three grand fefti- }fee' Exod. xxxiii. 9. in which cloud there was aluf- 
vals in other years, only males were obliged to. ap-tre, a brightnefs, a glory vifible, which fhewed 
pear; women might if they: would, but they were|that he was there’: and the pillar of the cloud flood 
notbound toit; but at this time all of every age}over the door of the tabernacle, it feems to-have ap~ 
and: {ex: were’ to be fummoned! and’ affembled' toge-|peared’ firft in the tabernacle, and then it came out 
ther s and it is faid~, when theking read in-the|of it, and ftoodover the door of it, near to which 
book of tle law, all the people were obliged to|Mo/esand Yofbua were: the Targum of Fonathan 
come and‘bring their families, as it is faid Deut.|adds, ‘© Mo/es and Jofbua ftood without ;” though 
xxxi. 12. gather the people, &c. and as it could not|the former claufe; according to Noldius* , fhould 
be done when it happened’ on the fabbath-day, the|be over the tabernacle, or above it, where the cloud, 
reading of the fection was put off to the day fol-|was wont to be. 
lowing : and thy jtranger that is within thy gates ;| y¥. 16. And the Lord faid unto Mofes, Sc.] Out 
not only the profelyte of righteoufnefs, but the|of the pillar of cloud : Sebold, thou fhalt fleep with 
profelyte of the gate that renounced idolatry, for|¢y fathers , a phrafe expreffive of death, frequent- 
his further conviction and thorough converfion to|ly ufed both of good and bad men, which ferves) 
the religion.of the trueGod ; or, as the Targum of |to render death eafy and familiar, and Jefs formi- 
Jonathan exprefies. it, that they might fee the ho-|dable ; and to affure and lead into an expectation 
nour and glory of the law. Theend is more fully }of an awaking outof it, or a refurrection from it ; 
exprefledias. follows, tbat they may hear; all'the|and this people will rife up; in their pofterity ; for 
laws. which God had given: and that they may {not till after Fofbua’s death, and the death of the 
learn; and‘ attain unto the true knowledge and|jelders of J/rae/, did they revolt to idolatry, Fo. 
right underftanding of them: end fear the Lord|xxiv. 31. and go a whoring after the gods of the 
your God  ferve and:worfhip him: internally and ex-|/rangers of the land, whither they go to be among/t 
ternally, according to:thefe laws : and objerve to do\them;, that is, after the gods of the Canaanites, 
all the words of this law; fo take notice of them, |who though at this time the inhabitants of the land, 
as to put them in. practice; and reading them injyet when the children of J/rael became poffefiors 
fach a folemn pompons manner, made them thejof it, they were the ftrangers of it ; and being fuf- 
more obfervable, and raifed the greater attention to|fered to: continue’ contrary to the direétions God 
them, and tothe importance of them , otherwife}had given to deftroy them, would be a means of 
they were read: in their families, and on fabbath-|drawing them into the worfhip of their idols, ex- 
days in their fynagogues ; fee ch. vi. 7. 47s xiii,|prefled here by going a whoring: after them, or 
15. and xv. 24. committing whoredom with them. Idolatry in 
¥.13. And that their children which bave not|{cripture is frequently fignified by fornication and 
known any thing, &c.] Of God and’ of his law,}adultery ; and as foretold this was the cafe; fee 
and of their duty to God, to:their parents, and| Pf. cvi. 35—39. ond will forfake me; their huf- 
the reft’ of their fellow-creatures': may bear and\band, departing from his worfhip and’ fervice : 
learn to fear the: Lord’ your God hear the law of| and break my covenant which I have made with them 
God, learn the meaning of it, and fo be brought|# Sizai ; and now again in the plains of Moad, 
up in the fear, nurture, and’ admonition of the|and which had the nature of a matrimonial’ con- 
“Lord, and ferve him tlieit creator in the days of|tra&t ; fee Fer, xxxi. 32: \ 
their youth: as long as: ye live in.the land whither ye) y. 17. Then-my anger foall be kindled againft them 
go over Fordan to poffe/sit, this being a means tolin that day, &c.] As the angerof a man is againft 
continue the fear, fervice; and worfhip of God in|his wife who has treacheroufly departed from him 
their pofterity, and fo of their long continuance in}and jealoufy, which is the rage of fuch a man, 
the land of Canaan, is very cruel ; and much more the wrath and 
¥.14. dnd the Lord faid unte Mofes, &c.]| anger of a jealous God, who is a confuming fire = 
Either at the fame time, or quickly after ;. rather] avd I will forfake them ;. withdraw his favours from. 
perhaps, the fame day: bebold, thy days approach}them, and his protection of them: end I will 
that thou muft die, which does. not neceffarily im-| hide my face from them , take no notice of them in 
ply that he had fome days to live, though but}a providential way for good, nor hear their cries, ~ 
few, but that the time of his death drew nigh, his} to deliver them from*evil : and they Shall be devour- 
laft moments were approaching ; the time of his| ed; by their enemies, or by the fore judgments of 
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God, by famine, fword, peftiletice, and evil beafts, 
they and their fubftance : and maxy evils and trou-\tures, and not the creator; than which nothin 
bles fall defal them ; borh in thei own land, and in}can be more abfurd and ftupid, as well as wicked 
other countries, where they would be, and have beenjand ungrateful : and provoke me ; nothing being 
carried captive : fo that they will fay in that day,}more provoking to the Lord than idolatry, it Aria 
are not thefe evils come npon'us, becaufe our God ts\king at his very nature, being, and glory : and 
not amongft us ? of which they would be fenfible by } break ary covenant ; now made with them ; this be- 
their being expofed to’ their enemies for want of his}ing foretold by the Lord, which exactly came ta 
protection, and by the evils upon them through: his} pa{s in numerous inftances, proves. his precife fore- 
difpleafure, and by their being deprived of the good knowledge of future events, even fuch as depend 
things that came from him ; but no intimation is{on the inclinations, difpofitions, and wills of 
given of their being fenfible of their fins as the}men. 
caufe of all this. ¥. 21. And it fall come to pafs when many evils 
y. 18. I will furely bide my face in that day,\and troubles are befallen them, &c.} As did inthe 
&c.] Which is repeated for the certainty of it, |times of the judges, in the Badylonifh captivity, and 
and that it might be taken notice of ; that he was|do now in their prefent exile : chat this fong fhall te- 
the fpring and fource of all their good things, their |fify again them as a witne/s; which fo clearly 
fan and their fhield, who being withdrawn from points at their fins, with all their aggravated cir- 
them, they would be deprived: of every thing that|cumftances, and defcribes fo fully their calamities, 
was good, and be liable to all evil, and this he|}diftrefles, and punifhment for them : for it foall 
would do, for all the evils which they foall bave|not be forgotten out of the mouths of their feed ; which 
wrought ; for all the immoralities they fhould be|fhews that it refpects time to come, their later po- 
guilty of, every tranfgreffion of his law, whether |fterity, whofe memory of this fong would be rubbed 
of the firft or fecond table, and efpecially idolatry :}up by the evils that fhould come upon them: for 
in that they are turned unto other gods; to the wor-jtheir fins ; nor is. it forgotten by them to this day, 
fhip and fervice of them, which of all evils would} who acknowledge there are fome things in it now 
be the moft provoking to: God ; and the way of| fulfilled or fulfilling in them : for I know their ima- 
{peaking fuggefts, as if all evils were included in|gination which rhey go about even now, or are 
idolatry, and f{prang from it, or were committed | making; forming and framing within themfelves, 
with it. A there being a fecret inclination in their minds to 
y. 19. Now therefore write ye this fong for you.) idolatry, which were working and contriving 
&e.] Which was now diétated by the Lord, andj {chemes to bring it about, and fet it up 3 and'this, 
given to Mofes and Fofhua to write, which is re- God; the fearcher of hearts, knew full well, and 
corded in'the following chapter: and’ teach it the}that in procefs of tithe this evil imagination would 
children of Irael, teach them by it, inftruéting|break forth into act, in an open’ and flagrant man- 
them in the meaning of it: thus it was ufual in|ner: before Ihave brought thee into the land which I 
antient titnes to write things in verfe, that they|/ware; to their fathers, to give it to thetn for 
might be the more pleafingly attended’ to-and re-\an’ inheritance, as is fuggefted in a preceding 
garded, and be longer retained.in memory ; and|verfe. 
elpecially this practice was ufed with children, andj y. 22. Mo/fes therefore wrote this Song the fame 
{till is : put it im their mouths; oblige them to get day, &c.] The fame day it was dictated to him by 
it by héart, or lay it up'in their memories, and 're-|divine infpiration ; he wrote it, as Fo/epbus fays4, 
peat it frequently, that it may be familiar to them, ‘© in’ Hexameter verfe, which he’ left in the holy 
and not be forgotten by them : that this fong may oe}bible’ or book (the pentateuch),. containing, as he 
awilnels for me againf? the children of Irael;. when|adds, a prophecy of things future, according to 
in times to come they fhall call to mind how in}which all things have been done, and are done ; 
this fong they were cautioned againft fuchand fuch and in’ nothing of ic Has he erred’ from the-truth ;”” 
fins, and what they were’ threatened with fhould{which is’ a very juft account of it, and worth 
befal them onaccount of them, and how all'things}of obfervation.: and taught it the children of Irael’; 
have come to pafs exactly as foretold insit ; which inftruéted them in the meaning of it, directed them 
would be a teftimony for God of his goodnefs to}to'repeat it frequently, to lay it up in their memo- 
them, of his tender care of them, and'concern for|ries, and often meditate upon it ; as being a divine 
them,, in the previous cautions he gave them; and|compofition, and of great importance, as'the con- 
of his foreknowledge of future events ; and'ate-|fideration of it will make appear. 
{timony againft them for their ingratitude andother} ¥. 23. dnd ke gave Fofoua the fon of Nun a 
Gris, charge, &c.] It may be a queftion who gave this 
v.20. For when I fhall. have brought them into\charge, the Lord or Mojes ; according to the con- 
the-land which I fware unto their fathers, &c.| To }nexion’ of the words with the preceding, it feems 
give it to’ them, and put them into the pofléffion of|to'be the latter; for the immediate antecedent to 
it, even the land of Canaan, often thus defcribed,|the relative 4e is Mo/es, and fo the feptuagint inter- 
and as it is by the following character: ¢bat flow-|preters underftand it ; but then they are obliged to 
eth with milk and honey ; aboundeth with all good|read fome following claufes different from the origi- 
things ; fee Exod. iii. 8. and they foall have eaten\nal, as inftead. of / fwear they read the Lord fware 5 
and filled themfelves, and waxen fat ; that is, after|and the latt claufe they read, and be fhall be with 
they have. for a confiderable time enjoyed the good thee 5 but Aben Ezra gives the fame fenfe without 
things’ of the land, and they abound’ with them, |departing from the common and’ genuine reading, 
and increafé im them; and’ have great’ fulnefsof|fuppofing that Mos gave the charge in the name, 
them : them will they turmunto other gods turnj\and by the authority of the Lord; his words are, 
from the Lord’ who: has brought’them into-all this|** he’ gave charge by the commandment of tlie 
plenty, from thefear, worfhip; and fervice of him, | Lord, therefore he faith, which I fware unto them 
and’ turmto the worthip of idols : and fervetbem ;|but it’ feems beft to underftand this of the Lord 
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the works of men’s hands, and at moft but crea- 
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himfelf, ‘fince he ordered Mofes and Fo/bua to pre-|in ¥. zt. were imagining, forming, and framing 
fent themfelves before him, that he might give thejin their minds fomething of the fame kind, from. 
latter a charge, y. 14. and the language of the/the time of their coming out of Egypt. unto this. 
following claufes beft agrees with him : and faid,|time they were ‘now on the borders of Canaan 5_ 
be firong and of a good courage ; fee the notes on this had all along been their character ; fee ch. ites, 
y. 6, 7. for thou foalt bring the children of Ijrael in-\7; 24. and how much more after my death ? When. 
to the land which I fware unto them; fee the note onjhe would be no more with them to inftrué and ad-_ 
y. 7. and I will be with thee, fee the note on y. 8.}vilé them, to caution and reprove them, and to 
the Targum of Jonathan is, <* my Word shall be|keep them in awe by his authority. long 
thy help.” ¥. 28. Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, 
¥: 24. And it came to pafs when Mofes had made\and your officers, &c.| The heads of the tribes, 
an end of writing the words of this law ina book,|the princes, and all other inferior magiftrates : that - 
&c.] In this book of Deuteronomy, and which con- I may fpeak thefe words in their ears not the 
cluded the Pentateuch : until they were finifbed ;\words of the law, but of the fong which he was” 


fome few verfes at the end of,chapter ; 


all the words of the law, and the whole five books \ordered to write, and is recorded in the ae 


of Mofes, excepting 
chapter xxxiv. which were added by another hand, 
Jyouaor Ezra, 


and call heaven and earth to record againfe 


them; to bear witnefs of what he delivered to \ 


them, and to bear witnefs. againft them fhould. 


¥.25. That Mofes commanded the Levites, &c.]|they tranfgrefs the laws he gave them ; and to bear 
Thefe were not the common Levites, but the priefts}witnefs that they had been faithfully cautioned, 
who were alfo Levites, to whom the law was given, |againft tranfgreffing, and had been feverely threa- 
¥. 9. and none but they might touch the ark, orjtened, and the punifhment plainly ‘pointed out 
go fo.near it as they are bid to do, to put the law|that fhould be inflicted on them in cafe of difobe- 
on the fide of it ; fo Aben Ezra, it follows, which|dience, fo that they were left entirely without ex- 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord ; as the|cufe. on ER 
priefts are {aid to do, y. g. fee the note there; for} y.29. For I know that after my death, &c.} 
though in journeying, the Kebashites carried it, yet}Which was juft at hand, fome time after that, 
not until it was covered by the priefts, for they muft|not immediately ; this he knew by a fpirit of pro- 
not touch it; as thefe muft do when they put the[phecy, namely, what follows : ye wall utterly cor- 
law on the fide of it, as they are ordered in the|vupt yourfelves ,; their ways, works, and manners, 
next verfe: /aying ; as follows. and fo themfelves ; corrupt the worthip of God by 

¥.26. Take this book of the law, &c.] Not}making idols, and ferving them, which is the cor- 
Deuteronomy only, but the whole pentateuch : and|ruption chiefly intended: and turn afide from the 
put it in the fide of the ark of the covenant of the\way which I have commanded you; from the way of 
Lord your God not in the ark, for there were no-|the commandmentsof God, which Mo/es had given 
thing there but the two tables of ftone with the}them in his name, and in which they were direéted 
ten commands on them, 1 Kings viii. g. but on|to walk ; but, as here foretold, would wander and — 
one fide of it: the Targum of Fonathan fays, it was|{werve from them as they did: and evil will befal 
“< put in a cheft (or box) on the right fide of the} you in the /atter days ; not only in the times of the 
ark of the covenant ;” which is very. probable. |judges, and in the time of the Babylonifh captivity, 
archi obferves, that the wifemen of J/rae/ are di-|but in their prefent captivity, as they callit; which 
vided about it in the Za/mud* ; fome of them fay|fhewsthat the following fong has things in it which 
there was a table (or ledge) that ftood out from the|refpect times at a great diftance, and even the pre- 
ark without, and there it was put ; others fay it was|fent ones, and yet tocome : decaufe ye will do evil 
puton the fide of the tables of the law within the|7m the fight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger thro? 
ark ; the former are in the right : that it may be|the work of your bands; their idols, idolatry being 
there for a witne[s againft thee ; when they fall into|the evil chiefly defigned, which is of all things the 
idolatry or any other fin, a tranfgreffion of any of|moft provoking to the Lord. ta 


the laws therein contained. 


¥.27. For I know thy rebellion and thy fliff neck, \gregation of Irael, &c.] Not in the hearing of the _ 


&c.] How rebellious they were again{ft the Lord 
and his laws, and how unwilling they were,to ad- 
mit the yoke of his commandments to be put up- 
on them, and fubmit to it; this he had an expe- 
rience of for forty years paft : ebold, while I am 
yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious 
againft the Lord; murmuring at his providences, 
fpeaking againft his minifters, breaking his laws, 
particularly being guilty of idolatry, in making 
andworthipping the golden calf ; and even now, as 
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IS chapter contains the fong mentioned and 
referred to in the former, the preface to it, 
¥. 41, 2, 3. the character of the divine and illuf- 
trious perfon it chiefly refpects, ¥. 4. the ingrati- 
tude of the people of the Fews to him, who were a 
crooked and perverfe generation, aggravated by his 


2 
* T. B. Bava Bathra, fol. 14. 1. 2. 


¥. 30. And Mofes fpake in the ears of all the con- 


whole body of the people, and every individual 
thereof; no man could be able to fpeak to fucha 
numerous congregation, as that they fhould hear 
him ; but in the hearing of their heads and repre- 
fentatives, the elders of their tribes and officers, or- 
dered to be gathered together for this purpofe, y. 
28. the words of this fong until they were ended; 
which fong is recorded in the following chapter, 
and reaches from y. 1. to the end of ¥. 43. 
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having bought, made, and eftablifhed them, ¥. 
5,6. and which is further aggravated by various 
inftances of divine goodnefs to them, firft in pre 


viding and referving a fuitable country for them, 


at the time of the divifion of the earth to the fons of — 
men, with the reafon of it, ¥. 7, 8, g. then by 
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what the Lord did for them in the wildernefs, ¥. 
10, 11, 12. after that in the land of Canaan, where 
they enjoyed plenty of all good things, and in the 
pofleffion of which they were, when the illuftrious 
perfon defcribed appeared among them, y. 13, 14. 
and then the fin of ingratitude to him, before hin- 
ted at, is fully expreffed, namely, lightly efteem- 
ing the rock of falvation, the Meffiah, ¥. 15. nor 
could they ftop here, but proceed to more ungod- 
linefs, fetting up other meffiahs and faviours, 
which were an abomination to the Lord, y. 16. 
continuing facrifices when they fhould not, which 
were therefore reckoned no other than facrifices to 
dzmons, and efpecially the fetting up of their new 
idol, their own righteoufnefs, was highly provoking ; 
and by all this, they clearly fhewed they had for- 
got the rock the Saviour, ¥. 17, 18. wherefore, 
for the rejection of the Meffiah and the perfecution 
of his followers, they would be abhorred of God, 
¥. 19. who would fhew his refentment by the re- 
jection of them, by the calling of the Gentiles, and 
by bringing the nation of the Romans upon them, 
¥. 20, 21. whereby utter ruin and deftruction in 
all its fhapes would be brought upon them, y. 
22—25. and were it not for the infolence of their 
adverfaries, would be entirely deftroyed, being fuch 
a foolifh and unwife people, which appears by not 
obferving what the enemies of the Meffiah them- 
felves allow, that there is no rock like him, whom 
they defpifed, ¥. 26—31. which enemies are 
defcribed, and the vengeance referved for them 
pointed out, ¥. 32—35. and the fong clofed with 
promifes of grace and mercy to the Lord’s people, 
and wrath and ruin to his and their enemies, on 
which account all are called upon to rejoice in the 
latter day, ¥. 36—43. and this fong being deli- 
vered by Mojfes, the people of J/rae/ are exhorted 
ferioufly to attend to it, it being of the utmoft im- 
portance to them, ¥. 44—47. and the chapter is 
concluded with a relation of Mofes being ordered 
to go up to mount Nevo and die, with the reafon 
of it, ¥. 48—52. 


yr. 1. Give ear, O ye heavens, and hear, O earth, 
the words of my mouth.| This fong is prefaced 
and introduced in a very grand and pompous man- 
ner, Calling on the heavens and earth to give at- 
tention ; by which they themfelves may be meant, 
by a profopopeia, a figure frequently ufed in fcrip- 
ture, when things of great moment and importance 
are fpoken of; and thefe are called upon to hear- 
ken, either to rebuke the ftupidity and inattention 
of men, or to fhew that thefe would fhed or with- 


hold their influences, their good things, according 


to the obedience or difobedience of J/rael; or be- 
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Mofes here writes; whofe character he gives; and 

whofe perfon and office he vindicates again{t the 

Jews, whom he accufes and brings a charge of in- 

gratitude againft for rejeCting him, to which our 

Lord feems to refer; Fobn v. 45, 46. and prophe- 

fies of their rejection, the calling of the Gentiles, 

the deftruction of the Jews by the Romans, and 

the miferies they fhould undergo, and yet fhould 

not be wholly extirpated out of the world, but 

continue a people, who in the latter days would be 

converted, return to their own land, and their ene- 

mies be deftroyed; which are fome of the principal 

things in this fong, and which niake it worthy of 

attention and obfervation. 

¥.2. My doftrine fhall drop as the rain, my [peech 

all diftil as the dew, 8&c.| Which fome, as Aben 

zra, take to be a prayer or wifh, thatthe doétrine 

fpoken by him, might fall upon men like rain, and 

dew on the earth, penetrate into their hearts, and 

influence them, and produce good effeéts there ; 

but the words rather feem to be a prophecy of 

what would be: and by his doéfrine and /peech, 

which fignifie the fame thing, is meant, not his 

law, which was fiery, this cooling like rain and 

dew ; that was like a ftorm, this as a gentle rain ; 

that was terrible, this defireable ; that was diftref- 

fing, this refrefhing ; this no other than the gospel, 

the fpeech of God, the doétrine of Chrift, the. 
doctrine of grace, and mercy through him, and of 
life and falvation by him: it has its name from a 

word, which fignifies to receive ‘; for it was recei- 

ved from God by Moj/es, and by the prophets after 

him, by Chrift himfelf, as mediator, and by the 

apoftles from him, and is worthy of the accepta- 

tion of all: this is comparable to rain, becaufe, 

like that, it comes from heaven, is the gift of God, 

tarries not for man, but comes without any defert 

of man, and often without his defire; falls by di- 

vine direction in places and on perfons, as the 

Lord’s will and pleafure is, and that in great plen- 

ty, with a fulnefs of fpiritual bleffings, and pre- 

cious promifes; and for its effects, it cools the con- 

{cience, filled with fiery wrath and indignation, 

moiftens and foftens the hard heart, like the dry 

and parched earth, refrefhes and revives the droop- 

ing {pirit, and makes barren fouls fruitful in grace 

and good works: and it is like dew, which alfo is’ 
from heaven, and of God, fell in the night of the, 
world; and as that falls in a temperate air fo this, 

when the ftormy difpenfation of the law was over ; 

and though but a {mall thing in the eyes of the 

world, is of great influence, the power of God 
unto falvation, very grateful and delightful, and of 
great moment and importance; hereby the love 
and favour of God is diffufed, the bleffings of 


caufe thefe are durable and lafting, and fo would|grace difpenfed, the heavenly manna communi- 
ever be witnefles for God and againft his people :|cated, and the fpirit and his graces received: and 
Gaon, as Aben Ezra obferves, by the heavens, un-jthis, like rain and dew, drops and dijtils filently, 
derftands the angels, and by the earth, the men of|not in a noify manner as the law ; infenfibly, falling 


the earth, the inhabitants of both worlds, which 


is not amifs: and by thefe words of Mo/fes are 


_ meant the words of the fong, referred to in the 
laft verfe of the preceding chapter ; here called his 
words, not becaufe they were of him, but becaufe 
they were put into his mouth, and about to be ex- 
prefied by him, not in his own name, but in the 
name of the Lord; and not as the words of the 
law, which came by him, but as the words and 


doétrines of the gofpel concerning Chrift, of whom! rather it fignifies hairs", and denotes, as our 


. 


5 mpd a » accepit, 
Vou. IL Ne. 5. 


® Hor, Hieroglyph. l. 1. ¢, 26, 


on perfons at an unawares, in great abundance, 
like the drops of rain and dew,; and effectually, 
working in all that believe: dew was a fymbol of 
doétrine with the Egyptians®: this is further illu- 
{trated : as the fall rain ‘upon the tender herb, and 
as the foowers upon the grafs; the firft of thofe 
words for rain, according to Farchi, has the fig- 
nification of a ftormy wind, but that feems to con- 
tradi€t the gentle dropping and diftilling of its 
ver~ 
fion, 


breoyyy a “ye! pilus, Lev, 13. 10% 
M m ¥Fy 
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fion, the fmalnefs of the rain, being as fmall, thin, 
and light as hairs; and the latter word * has the fig- 
nification of millions and thoufands, there being fuch 
vatt numbers as thofe in a fhower of rain: the sen- 
der herb and grafs may denote the multitude of per- 
fons, to whom the gofpel would come, and be made 
ufeful; and may de(cribe fenfible finners, tende rcon- 
- {Giences, fuch as are weak in themfelves, with whom 
it is, the day of fmall things, are new born babes, 
little children; who are jult fpringing up in grace, 
as among the grafs, and as willows by the water- 
courfes: now all this is faid by Mo/es, to recom- 
mend his doétrine, as well as what follows. 

¥. 3. Bécaufe Iwill publifh the name of the Lord, 
&c: 
the ine and earth in his name, as others, but 
proclaim his name, even the fame thdt was pro- 
claimed before Mojes, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. and this 
is to be underftood, not of Jehovah the Father, 
nor of Jehovah the Spirit, but of Jehovah the Son, 


, 


m 


DEUTERONOMY Chixxsxii.y. 3,4. 


inhabitants of the earth, efpecially the redeemed from 
among men, afcribe greatnefs to him, by attributin 
daily to him all the perfections of the Godhead: 
and the glory of their falvation: ben Ezra fays, 
Mofes refers to the heavens and the earth, or re- 
fpects them, and compares with this P/. xix. 1. 

¥. 4. He is the rock, &c.] That is, Febovab is 
the rock, whofe name Mos propofed to publith ; 
and our God, to whom the heavens and the earth 
are called upon to afcribe greatnefs, even Chritt 
the rock of falvation: here begins the fong; the 
firft word in it is very emphatical, it has a Jetter 
in it larger than ufual, to denote the greatnefS of 
this perfon, and to make it obfervable ; he is sbis 


Not call on his name, as fome, nor call tolor that rock*, by way of eminence, that rock and 


ftone of [rael, Facob prophefied of, which was ty- 
pified by the rock Mofes had fmitten in the wilder- 
nefs, and which, no doubt, he knew, as the apoftie 
Paul did, that it was a type of Chrift, and had 
taught the J/raelites fo to underftand it; and there- 


the rock whofe work is perfect, and the rock of}fore this epithet of a ‘divine perfon would not feem 
falvation, ¥. 4; 15. and not of any particular] {trange to them, and yet is that rock the unbelievin 

name of his, unlefs any of thofe mentioned can} Jews would and did ftumble at, and the rock G 
be thought to be intended ; rather his perfections|{falvation they lightly efteemed and rejected; the 


and attributes, or his gofpel, called his name, és 
ix. 15. though his name may fignify no other than 
himfelf, who is the fum and fubftance of the gof- 
pel, and who in his perfon, office, grace, and fal- 
vation, is to be publifhed and proclaimed, openly 
and publickly, conftantly and faithfully, and his 
name only; for there is no other under heaven 
whereby man can be faved: afcribe ye greatne/s unto 
our God; to Chrift, the rock of falvation, who is 
truly God, our God, God in our nature, God ma- 
nifeft in the flefh, and who is the great God, and 


rock of refuge for fenfible finners to fee unto for 
fhelter and fafety, from the wrath and juftice of 
God, and from every enemy; the rock the church 
of God and every believér are built upon, and in 
which they dwell; and who is the rock of ages that 
will endure for ever, as the Saviour of- his people 
and the foundation of their faith and hope: bis 
work is perfec ; not fo much the work of creation 
or of providence, which are both the works of 
Chrift, but that of redemption and falyation, in 
which there is not only a difplay of all the divine 


‘ ~~ et ve > ', fae 
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our Saviour, and therefore greatnefs is to be afcri-}perfections, but is compleat. in all its parts; the 
bed to him: he is great in his perfon and perfec-|law is perfectly fulfilled, juftice is fully fatisfied a 
tions ; his works are great, thofe of creation and|perfect righteoufnefs is wrought out, a com font 
providence, and particularly of redemption and fal-|pardon is procured, perfect peace is made Peal 
vation ; he is great in his offices, a great faviour,|atonement of fins obtained, and the whole eae is 
a great high-prieft, a great prophet, a great king,|finifhed ; .and is fo perfect that nothing is wantin 
and the great fhepherd of the fheep: thofe that arelin it, or can be added to it, nor can it be Gre 
called upon to give greatnefs to him which is}velled or undone again: likewife the work of build- 
his due, are the heavens and the earth, ¥. 1. andjing the church on.this rock is carrying on, and will 
both have, literally and figuratively confidered, bore|be perfected when all the elect of God all given 
a teftimony to his greatnefs ; the heavens, at his}to Chrift and redeemed by his blood, fhail be Called: 
birth, a wonderful ftar appeared, directing the|by grace and gathered in; when the laft of th 
wifemen to him ; at his death the fun was darken-|chofen ones, and redeemed of the lamb is brou i 
ed; at his afcenfion the heavens were opened andjin and laid in the building; when Chrift fhall deli. 
received him, and ftill retain him; even God in|ver up the kingdom to the father compleat, a on 
heaven, by a voice from thence, bore witnefs of|God fhall be all inall,.and his church ad atk . 
him as his beloved fon, in whom he was well plea-|will be in a perfeét ftate to all eternity : for all bis 
fed; alfo by raifing him from the dead, declaring|ways are judgment ; his ways, which he himfelf ick 
him to be the fon of God with power, and by ex-|taken and walked in; his ways of providence a 
alting him at his right hand as a faviour, and by|according to the, beft judgment.and higheft wif, 
the effufion of the Spirit on his apoftles, to preach}dom, and according to, the ftricteft joftice and 
and fpread his gofpel : the angels in heaven afcri-jequity ; his ways of grace towards the falvation ws 
bed greatnefs to him, by their worfhip of him when}his people, andthe building up his church * 
he came into the world,. by the declaration they|himfelf, the rock; all the methods he took in Sst 
made of him at his incarnation, and by the tefti-|nity and. time, were all formed according’ tothe 
mony they bore to his refurrection, and by their}counfel of God, and. planned with .the greateft 
fubjection to him in all things: the church below,|wifdom, founded in his righteous nature pits ' 
fometimes called heaven, in the book of the Reve-|cording, to covenant-compact with his father. sere 
lation afcribe all honour, glory, and greatnef§ tofentered into in the moft. honourable manner Ts, 
him : the earth, the whole terraqueous globe, injin which he brought about the falvationso his» 
it have been difplayed the greatnefs of Chrift, the|people, in_ perfect confiftence with. the jo(tiéetind: 
power and glory of his divinity ; in the fea by be-|holinefs of God, and to the honour of thei and his. 
coming a calm at his word of command, in the rocks holy law: and he has executed all his offices of pi a 
by being rent at his death, and will be in both by|phet, prieft, and king, aA eae ata of pre 
delivering up the deadin them, atthe laft day : the/teous manner: thé ways which he has p ' 
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Ch. xxii. ¥.5,6. DEUTERONOMY. 


his people to walk in, and in which he leads them, 
are ways of truth, righteoufnefs, and holinefs ; fuch 


“ 
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proceed to more ungodlinefs, and wax worfe 
and worfe; gracious fouls, when they fin, are 


‘are all his ordinances and commandments: @ God|forry for it, repent of it, are melted for it, and 


of truth; fo Chrift is called, J/. Ixv. 16. fee the 
note there; or the true God, which alfo is his 
name, 1 John v. 20. and is fo called in oppofition 
to fictitious deities, and fuch who are only fo by 
name or office, but not by nature; whereas he is 
truly and properly God, as appears from his names 
and nature, from his perfections, works, and wor- 
fhip, afcribed to him : or God the truth', for he is 
the truth, Fobn xiv. 6. the truth of all types, pro- 
mifes, and prophecies, which all have their ac- 
complifhment in him; the fum and fubftance of 
all truths and doétrines, from whom they all come, 
and in whom they all center: or the God of faith, 
or faithfulnefs™; the object of faith, and the au- 


thor and finifher of it; and who is faithful, as the 


God-man, and mediator to him that appointed 
him, being entrufted with all the elect of God, 
with all promifes and bleffings of grace for them, 
with a fulnefs of grace to communicate unto them, 
with the glory of God in their falvation, and with 
their future and final happinefs ; and is faithful in 
the difcharge of his offices of prophet, prieft, and 
king: without iniquity; in his nature, in his heart, 
in his lips, and in his life; nor was ever any com- 
mitted by him : juft and right is be; juft, both as 
a divine perfon, and as man and mediator ; a lover 
and doer of righteoufnefs, a worker out of righ- 
teoufnefs for his people, and the juftifier of them 
by it; juft and righteous, as the fervant of God, 
as king of faints, and judge of the whole world , 
right or upright, which is the character of a divine 
perfon, agrees with Chrift, and may denote his 
fincerity, uprightnefs, and faithfulnefs. 

¥. 5. They have corrupted themfelves, &cc.] This 
and what follows may feem to be the characters 
of the enemies of Chrift, who lightly efteemed 
and rejected him, fet in a contraft with him, 
who were not only corrupt by nature, as all men 
are, but were men of corrupt minds in their tenets 
and principles; who corrupted the word of God 
by their traditions, in the times of Chrift; and 
were men of corrupt practices themfelves, and cor- 
rupters of others: sheir fpot is not the fpot of bis 
children ; of the children of the divine perfon be- 
fore defcribed ; Chrift the rock has children, given 
him by his father, in whofe adoption he has a con- 
cern, and by whofe Spirit they are regenerated : 
thefe have their /pots; by which are meant fins, 


‘and by thofe men are ftained and polluted; fo 


called in allufion to the fpots of animals, as 
leopards; or to fpots in faces and garments, 
through dirt and the like: by nature they are as 
others, and whilft in an unregenerate eftate, and 
indeed after converfion ; though they are wafhed 
from their fins by the blood of Chrift, and are 
juftified by his righteoufnefs, and fo without fpot, 
yet in themfelves they are not without {pots or’ 
fins, as their confeffions and complaints, and all 
experience teftify : but the fpots or fins of wicked 
men are not like theirs; the children of Chrift fin 
through infirmity of the flefh, and the force of 
temptation, but wicked men through the malig- 
nity of their hearts, willingly and purpofely ; what 

ood men do of this kind, they hate, 


take fhame to themfelves on account of it; but 
unconverted men repent not of their wickednefs, 
are hardened in it, and glory of it; fee the cha- 
racter of the ews in Chrift’s time, to which this 
fong’ refers, ‘YFobn vii. 44. though thefe claufes 
may be ‘rendered to another fenfe, more agreeable 
to the context, and to the Hebrew accents, as they 
are by fome; is ¢here any corruption in him? no», 
that is, is there any corruption in the _illuftri- 
ous perfon before defcribed, as without ‘iniqui- 
ty, juft, and right? no, none at all in his na- 
ture divine or human ; not in his divine nature, 
being the incorruptible God; nor in his human 
nature, which is entirély free from that corrup- 
tion by fin, common to all that defcend from 
Adam by natural generation, he being conceived 
under the power of the Holy Ghoft; nor any in 
his life and converfation, being perfectly agreeable 
to the pure and holy law of God; nor any in his 
doftrines, however they may be charged by igno- 
fant and malicious men, a proof of which fol- 
lows : or bis. children are their foot? ; fo the claufe 
may be rendered; the fpots of the Yewi/h nation, 
the moft wicked and vileft among them became 
his children ; not only the loweft and meaneft of 
them, as to civil and’worldly things, but the more 
ignorant and the more wicked, even publicans and 
harlots; thefe, and not the righteous, he came to 
call and fave, and did receive ; thefe were regene- 
rated by his grace, and they believed in him; and 
to them gave he power to become his children: but 
then did they remain the wicked perfons they had 
been? no, they were made new creatures, they 
were internally fanctified, and lived holy lives ‘and 
converfations ; a clear proof this, that there was 
no corruption in Chrift, nor in his do¢trine, and 
that he neither by his tenets nor example encouraged 
fin, but all the reverfe ; wifdom is juftified of her 
children, Matt. xi. 19. but then the reft, and the 
far greater part of the Few7/b nation, in his time, 
have their character truly drawn, as follows: they 
are a perverfe and crooked generation, men of per- 
verfe and crooked natures, tempers, difpofitions, 
ways, and works; who walked contrary to the 
will and law of God, and were indeed contrary to 
all men, 1The/- ii. 15, 16. this is the very character 
that is given of them, Matt. xvii. 17. AGS ii. 
40. 
y. 6. Do you thus requite the Lord, O foolifb peo- 
ple and unwife? &c.| This is alfo a proper cha- 
racter of the ews in the times of Chrift, who are 
often by him called fools, Matt. xxiii. 17, 19. be- 
ing very ignorant of the fcriptures, and of the 
prophefies in them refpecting him, fetting up their 
own traditions on a level ‘with the word of God, 
or above it; they were ignorant of the law of 
God, and the meaning of it; of the righteoufnefs 
of God, of the righteoufnefs of his nature, and of 
what the law required, as well as of the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, and of him as a fpiritual redeemer, 
and of falvation by him: and a moft egregious 
inftance of their folly, and of want of wifdom was 
their ingratitude to him, in difefteeming and re- 


but what] jeéting him ; which is what is here referred to and 


chriftlefs and gracelefs finners do, they love; faints| meant, by ill-requiting him, though not exprefied 


=DN Sy Deus veritas, Pagninus, Montanus. 
fidei, Vitringa. 


a yeh 95 pyr, an eft ipfi corruptio? non, Cocceius, Van Till, Vivinga. 


‘do not continue in fin, but ungodly men do, and|till ¥. 15. and a moft fad requital of him it was 


. indeed, 


™ Deus fidei, Vatablus, Cocceius ; Deus veritatis five 
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TONY filii ejus macula eorum, Van Till; filii ejus labes ipforum, Cocceius, ; 
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indeed, that he fliould conic to them, his own, in 
fo kind and gracious a manner, and yet be rejec- 
ted by them; that he fhould become man, and 
yet for that reafon be charged with blafphemy for 
making himfelf God; horrid ingraticude to infer 
the one from the other ; and becaufe he appeared 
as a fervant, difowned him as the Son of God; 
and becaufe he came in the likenefs of finful flefh 
to take away fin, they traduced him as a finner: 
is not be thy father that bath bought thee? hath he 
not made thee, and efablifoed thee? Mofes in order 
to aggravate this their ingratitude, rehearfes the 
various inftances of divine goodnefs to them, from 
the beginning of them as a nation ; it was the Lord 
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that was the founder of them as a nation, whofe 


fon, when fent unto them, was rejected by them; 
it was he that bought them, or redeemed them 
from Egyptian bondage, that made or formed them 
into a body politic, or civil commonwealth, that 
eftablifhed and fettled them in the land of Canaan: 
this is expreffed in general terms; particular in- 
ftances of the goodnefs of God to them are after 
enumerated : or if this is.to be underftood of Chritt 
himfelf, who was rejected by them, it is true of 
fome among them, in a fpiritual and evangelic 
fenfe, and fo by a figure, the whole is put for a 
part, as fometimes the part is for the whole: 
Chrift the everlafting Father of the world to come, 
had many children in the Yew nation, for whole 
fake he became incarnate, and whom he came to 
feek and to fave ; and whom he dought with his 
precious blood, and whom, by his Spirit and Grace, 
he made new creatures, the children of God, kings, 
and priefts unto God ; and effablifbed them in the 
faith of him and upon him, the fure foundation ; or 
whom he fafhioned, beautified, and adorned with 
his righteoufnefs, and with the graces of his Spi- 
rit. 

¥.7. Remember the days of old, confider the years 
of many generations, &c.| That went before the 
times of Chrift, and the Yews rejection of him, 
and obferve the inftances of divine goodnefs to 
them; as in the time of the Maccabees, whom God 
raifed up as deliverers of them, when oppreffed by 
the Syrians and others; and in the time of the Ba- 
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of, not by perfonal application to him, but by 
confulting the writings of Mofes, and obterve wh 
is there related of him; how he was called out of — 
Chaldea to go into the land of Caaaanz, his feed 
was after to inherit ; and how he had an exprels 
grant of that land to his pofterity, and where they 
might be fhewn and {ce the prophecy delivered to 
him of their being in Egypt, and coming out from 
thence ; and what he knew of the Meiliah, whofe 
day he faw, and rejoiced ‘at, now rejected by 
them his offspring: shy elders, and they will tell 
thee ; not their prefent elders who rejected the Mef- 
fiah, but thofe in ages paft; the elders of J/raed, 
who faw the glory of the God of i/rael, and were 
prefent at the covenant made at Hore, Exod. xxiv. 
9, 10. or rather the fons of Neab, by whom the 
earth was divided, to which the following verfe re- 
fers ; or the ancient writers, the writers of the 
{eriptures : Farchi, by father, underftands the pro- 
phets, and by e/ders, the wifemen: the Targum of 
Jonathan is, “* read in the books of the law and 
*¢ they will teach you, and in the books of the pro- 
** phets and they will tell you.” 
¥. 8. When the moft high divided ta the nations 
their inheritance, 8c.) 1n the times of Neab and 
his fons, in the days of Pe'ezg, who had his name 
from thence, Gen. x. 25. the moft high, is a well- 
known and proper epithet of God; the dividing of 
the earth to the feveral nations of it, and givin 
to every one their part and portion to pofiels a 
inherit, was the work of God; for though it was 
done by the fons of Noab, yet by the order, ap- 
pointment, and direction of the moit high, who 
rules in heaven and in earth, Gen. x. 32. men 
might not and did not take what they pleafed, or 
feize on as much as they could, but each had their ~ 
parcel allotted and portioned out to them, by the — 
Lord himfelf; fo the Largum of Fonathaa, * when 
** by lot the moft high divided the world to the 
** people that {prung from the fons of Neab:® 
when be Jeparated the fons of Adam, one from.an- - 
other; diftinguifhed by the perfons from whom 
they defcended, by the tribes and nations to which 
they belonged, and by the countries they inha- 
bited; for though they defcended from Noab and 


bylonifo captivity, how they were delivered out of|his fons, they were the fons of Adam, the firft man: 


it; in the times of David and Solomon, when they 
enjoyed great profperity ; and in the times of the 
‘Judges, by whom they were often faved out of the 
hands of their enemies ; and in the times of Mofes 
and Jofoua, how they were led, by the one out of 
Egypt and through the wildernefs, and by the other 
into the land of Canaan; and thus might they be 
led on higher, to the provifion and refervation of 
the good land for them in the times of Noah and 
his fons, which they are referred to in the next 
verfe : and in all thefe times, days, years, and ge- 
nerations, they might confider what notices were 
given of the Meffiah, the rock of falvation, rejec- 
ted by them; not only by the prophets fince the 
captivity of Babylon and in it; but before it by 
Laiah and others, and before them by David, and 
Solomon his fon, by Mojesand by all the prophets, 
from the beginning of the world ; all which would 
ferve to aggravate their fin in refufing him: ar- 
chi’s mote on the paflage is, ‘ remember—confider— 
«© to know what is to come; for it is in his hand 
** (or power) to do you good, and caufe you to 


or rather, ¢he children af men, as the wicked of that 
generation were called, in diftinGtion from the fons 
of God, or his people and worthippers ; and may 
have refpect to the feparation of them at Babel, 
Where their languages were confounded, and they 
were {cattered about, and fome went into one part 
of the world, ‘and fome into another, according to 
the appointment and direction of divine provi- 
dence ; fo the builders of Babel are called, and 
this was what befel them, Gen. xi. 5, 8, g. which 


‘fenfe the above Targum confirms, ‘* when he fepa- 


*¢ rated the writings, the languages of the chil- 
‘* dren of men in the generation of the divifion :? 
he fet the bounds of the people, or nations, the 
feven nations of the land of Canaan ; he pitched 
upon, and fixed the land they fhould inherit, and 
fettled the bounds of it, how far it fhould reach, 
eaft, weft, north, and fouth; according to the num- 
ber of the children of Ifrael; the fenfe is, that fuch 
a country was meafured out and bounded, as would _ 
be fufficient to hold the twelve tribes of Jrael, 


*s inherit the days of the Meffiah, and the world 
** tocome :” afk thy father, and be will foew thee ; 
éither their immediate parents, father for fathers, 
or fuch as were their feniors, or rather Abraham, 
their father, is meant; whom they might enquire 


habit it; and which, in the mean while, Was put. 
into the hands of Canaan and his eleven fons toe 
poffefs ; not as their proper inheritance, but as te- 
nants at will, until the proper heirs exifted, and 
were at an age, and of a fufficient number to in- 


ets 


when numerous, and their time was come to in- 


. ; 
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herit; in which may be obferved the wife difpo-|phrafe fometimes _fignifies fufficing, ‘rr find: 
fition of divine providence, to put it into the hands|ing with every thing fufficient; fee Numb. xi, 
of a people curfed of God, fo that to take it from} 22. fo Onkelos renders it here; which is true of 
them at any time, could not have any appearance|the Lord’s dealing with this people; he fup- 
of any injuftice in ic; and their enjoying it fo long| plied them with manna, the corn of heaven; 
as they did was a mercy to them, for fo long| angels food, and with water out of the*rock, and 
they had a reprieve: now here was an early in-|flefh to eat in fulnefs, yea, with raiment as. well 
{tance of the goodnefs of God to Jrael, that he|as food; with every thing corivenient for them: fo 
fhould make fuch an early provifion of the land|the Lord does for his fpiritual J/rael, feeding them 
flowing with milk and honey for them, even be-| with his word and ordinances, cloathing them with 
fore they were in being, yea, before their anceftors,| the righteoufnefs of his fon, giving them freth fup- 
Abrakam, Ifaac, and Faced exifted; as early as the} plies of grace, and withholding no good thing from 
days of Noah; and yet, ungrateful as they were,|them; fo that they have enough, having all things 
defpifed and fet at nought, his Son, the rock of|richly to enjoy: be led him about; when he brought 
falvation, when fent unto them: thus the heavenly|the people of J/rael out of Egypt, he did not lead 
inheritance, typified by the land of Canaan, was|them the neareft way to the land of Canaan, thro’ 
not only promifed, but prepared, provided, fecured;'the way of the land of the Philj/fines, but he led 
and referved for the fpiritual [/rael of God, before! them about through the way of the wildernefs of 
the foundation of the world, from all eternity, and; the Red-/ea; and when they were cdme to the bor- 
which is appointed according to their number;|ders of the land, becatfe of their mUrmurings 
there is room enough in it for them all, though) and difobedience, they were ordered back into the 
they are many; in it are many manfions for the} wildernefs again; nor were they fuffered to go thro’ 
many fons to be brought to glory. the land of Edom when on the confines of it, which 
¥. 9, For the Lord’s portion is his people, Facob) would have been a fhorter way; but they were 
is the lot of bis inberitance.| This is the reafon obliged to go round that land; which was very 
why the Lord fo early provided a portion or inhe-| difcouraging to them, -fee Exod. xiii. 17; 18. Numb. 
ritance for the children of J/rael in the land of Ca-|xiv. 25. and xxi. 4. and thus the Lord, though 
naan; becaule they were his part, his portion, his|he could if he would, bring his people at once to 
inheritance, which he chofe by lot for himéelf, or, heaven; he could fanctify them at once, as well as 
allotted to himfelf; whom he chofe to be his fpe- jufttify them; he could take them the moment he 
cial and peculiar people; for though all the world) regenerates them into his kingdom, as the thief on 
is his, he only referved a part for himfelf, which) the crofs; yet this is not his ufual way : though he 
he feparated from ail the reft, and confiders as his) calls them out from amiong the men of the world; 
portion and inheritance, fee Pf. xxxiii. 12. thus) he continues them in it, having fomething for 
the fpiritual Z/rael of God, as they are his people,| them to do or fuffer for -his name’s fake; he indeed 
whom he has chofen, taken into covenant, given|leads them foon into the right and plain way of 
to Chrift, and are redeemed and faved by him ;| falvation, and not in a round-about way of duties; 
they are his part or portion, feparated by diftin-| yet he leads them in many round-about ways in 
guifhing grace from the reft of the world; and are| providence, which are all right, though fome- 
the inheritance of Chrift, who is appointed heir of| times rough; they feem at times to be near to hea- 
all things, and is an unalienable inheritance ; and|ven, and then they are turned into the world 
is obtained by lot, or rather is meafured out by ajagain; nay, the apoftle Pau/ was in heaven, and 
rod or line ;_ by the line of electing grace, by which| yet fent into the wildernefs of the Gentiles again, for 
the church and people of God. are circumfcribed,| the good of fouls and the intereft of a redeemer ; 
marked out, and diftinguifhed from others; .and|however they all at laft come fafe to heaven and 
by the line, and rule of the facred fcriptures, which| happinefs: the words may be rendered he /urround- 
are the meafure and ftandard of faith and prattice,|ed or compaffed him about, and the rather, fince 
of worfhip and difcipline to them. leading them about feems to be by way of refent- 
¥. 10. He found him in a defert land, and in the|ment or punifhment, whereas Mofes is enumerating 
wate howling wilderne/s, &c.| In this and the two|inftances of goodnefs and kindnefs, as this was 
following verfes, inftances-are given of the good-|one; he covered them with the clouds of glory, 
nefs of God to the people of J/rael, when in the|fo the Targums of Fonathan and Ferufalem, Far- 
wildernefs ; by which is meant, either the wilder-|chi and Aben Ezra: he protected them with his 
nefs of the land of Egypt, as itisicalled, Ezek. xx.|power and providence, and preferved them from 
36. where they were in a moftsmiferable and for-|{erpents and {corpions, and the wild beafts of the 
lorn condition, in which the Lord found them,|wildernefs, as well as from all their enemies: and 
and out of which he brought them ; or rather the|the Lord furrounds his fpiritual Jae! with angels, 
defert of Arabia, a wafte place, where no provifions}who encamp about them; with himfelf, who is a 
could be had; a howling wildernefs, through the] wall of fire round about them; with his power, in 
blowing of the winds, the cries of wild creatures,|which they are kept as in a garrifon ; and with his 
as dragons, owls, oftriches, and the like, asthe |love, which encompafies them as a fhield: he in- 
Targum of Fonathan, Farebi, and dben Ezra, and |fruGed him; he taught him the law, as the Targum 
the howling of pafiengers loft, or for want of|of Yonathan, fo Farchi and Aben Ezra; or the de- 
provifions; here the Lord found rhem, and they|calogue, as the Ferufalem Targum, he inftructed 
were as acceptable to him as grapes to a traveller/him in the knowledge of the true God and his 
in a wildernefs, Hof: ix. 10. fee the note there :}worfhip ; in the knowledge of the Meffiah, and of 
this is an emblem of the world, in which the {pi-|his righteoufnefs, and falvation by him ; for he in- 
ritual [/rael are, when called by grace out of its|{truéted him by his good Spirit, Ned. ix. 20. fo 
or of an unregenerate flate, in which they are}the Lord inftrnéts his fpiritual J/rael, by his Spi- 
found, and out of which they are brought: the|rit, his minifters, his word and ordinances, = the 
: new- 
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knowledge of themfelves, and of himfelf in Chrift, 
and of Chrift and the way of life by him; and 
this being joined with the Lord’s leading about his 
people, may fuggeft that he inftruéts them by ad- 
verle’ difpenfations of providence: the word ? fig- 
nifies, caufing to underitand ; and God only can 
teach and inftruét in fuch fenfe, as to give men an 
underftanding of the things they are taught and 
inftructed in: be kept him as the apple of bis eyes 
in the moft careful and tender manner: the apple 
of the eye is an aperture in it, which lets in rays 
of light into the retina or chamber where the 
images of things are formed; this is wonderfully 
guarded in nature, for befides the orbit of the eye, 
which is ftrong and bony, and the eye-lids, which 
in fleep are clofed, to prevent any thing falling in- 
to the eye to difturb it; and the eye-brows, which 
are fringed with hair to break off the rays of light 
which fometimes would be too ftrong for it; 
befides all thefe, there are no lefs than fix tunicks 
or coats to keep and preferve it: and in like man- 
ner did the Lord keep and guard J/rae/, whilft paf- 
fing through the wilderneds, from fiery ferpents, 
feorpions, and the nations, that none might hurt, 
as Yarchi, and efpecially thus he keeps his {piritual 
Tjrael, who are parts of himfelf, one with him, near 


% 


nurfing, and when its young are capable of taking 
care ot themfelves ; or of fome fort of eagles; for 
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Aslianus * teftifies, that of all animals the eagle is 


moft affectionate to its young, and moft ftudioufly 
careful of them; when it fees any one coming to 
them, it will not fuffer them to go away unpu-- 


nifhed, but will beat them with its wings and tear’ 
them with its nails: Yarehi thinks this phrafe is’ 


expreffive of the manner of its incubation on its 
young; it does not, he fays, lie heavy upon them, | 
but lifts up herfelf, and touches them as if fhe 
did not toueh them; but it rather fignifies the mo- 
tion fhe makes with her wings to get her young, 
when fledged, out of the neft, and to teach them 
to make ufe of their wings, as fhe does; and we 
are told that young eagles, when their wings are 
weak; will fly about their dams and learn of them 
to fly*; and hence it is’that young eagles whilft 
they are eating flucter their wings, that motion be- 
ing fo natural to them, and feeing their dams do 
fo likewifet: this paflage feems to contradict a 
notion that has obtained with fome; that: an eagle 
only breeds one at a time; the philofopher fays ¥, 
the eagle lays three eggs and cafts. owt two of 
them; according to the verfe of Mu/feus, it lays 
three, cafts out two, and brings up one; and fo 


and dear to him; and about whom he fets guard|he fays, it commonly is the cafe: but fometimes 
upon guard, employs all his perfections. to fecure|three young ones are jeen together; and the black 


them, and conftantly watches over them ‘night and 
day, and keeps them from all evil and every ene- 
my, and preferves them fafe to his kingdom and, 
glory. 

y. 11. Asan eagle fiirreth up ber neft, &c.| Her 
young ones in it, to get themout of it: archi 
fays, the eagle is merciful to its young,. and does not 
go into its neft fuddenly,'but:firtt makes a noife, and 
difturbs them with her wings, ftriking them againft 
a tree or its branches, that fo they being awakened 
may be fitter to receive her: with refpect to literal 
Lrael, Egypt was their neft, where they were, who 
were then in their infant-ftate,: lay like young birds 
in a neft; and though it was a filthy one, and 
where they were confined, yet they feemed fome- 
times as if they did not care to come out of it; 
until the Lord made: ufe, of means to get them 
out, by the miniftry of Mofes and Aaron, by fuf- 
fering their tafk-mafters to make their bondage 
heavier, and by judgments’ inflicted on the Egyp- 
tians, which made them urgent upon them to de- 
part: with refpect to. fpiritual J/rae/, their neit is 
a ftate of unregeneracy, in which they are at eafe, 
and do not care to be awakened and ftirred out 
of it; but the Lord, in love to them, awakens 
them, ftirs them up, and gets them out ; by fend- 
ing his minifters to aroufe them, by letting in 
the law into their confciences, which works a fenfe 
of wrath, by convincing them by his Spirit of 
their fin and danger, opening their eyes to fee their 
wretched and miferable eftate and condition, and 
by exerting:his almighty power, plucking them as 
brands out of» the burning: fluttereth over. her 
young; by that means to’ get them out of the neft, 
and teach them to fly, as well as to preferve them 
from the attempts of any to take rhemaway ; for 
though fome writers reprefent the eagle as hard- 
hearted to its young, cafting them out of the neft, 
when they are taken care of by the offifrage. yet 
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eagles are more kind to their young, and careful 
in the nourifhment of them; and the fame fays: 
Pliny” 5 yea, we are told, that fometimes feven 
are feen in a neft*: /preadeth abroad ber wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on ber wings, that is, 
fpreads forth her wings when fhe flutters over her 
young to inftruct them ;. or fhe does this in order 
to take. up her young and carry them on them: it 
is faid that eagles fly round their neft, and vary 
their fights for the inftruction of their young; and 
afterwards taking them on their backs, they foar 
with them aloft, in order to ‘try their ftrengthy 
fhaking them off into the air ; and if they perceive 
them too weak to fuftain themfelves, they with fur- 
prizing dexterity fly under them again,:and receive 
them on their wings-to prevent their fall’; fee the 
note on Exed. xix. 4. thus the Lord, comparable 
to this creature, for his -affetion to the people of 
Tfrael, his care of them, and his ftrength' to bear 
and carry them, did bear them as on’‘eagles wings, 
and carried and faved them all the days of old ; 
even Chrift the angel of Jehovah’s prefence, the 
rock of falvation they rejected, fee Exod. xix. 4. 
If. \xiii. g. and all this ina fpiritual and evangelic 
fenfe may be expreflive of the gracious dealings of 
God with his fpiritual J/raé?; teaching and enabling 
them to mount up with wings as eagles, to foar 
aloft in the exercife of faith, hope, and love, en- 
tering thereby: within the vail into the holieft of all, 
and living in the conftant and comfortable expec- 
tation of heaven and happinefs ; and of the Lord’s 
taking his people up from the low eftate’in which 
they are, and raifing them up to near communion 
with -himfelf, bearing them on his’ heatt, in his 
hands, and on his arm,  fupporting them under all 
their affli@ions, and carrying them’ through all 
their troubles and difficulties fafe to ‘eternal glory 
and happinefs. . risbher'® at 
¥. 12. So the Lord alone did lead him, 
‘land of 
Canaan, 
6 Megat 
. * Suidas, 
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: 8&e.] Out 
this 4s to be vunderftood of it, when tired with|of. Egypt, through the wildernefs to the 
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Ganaan, going before them ina pillar of fire andj borious minifters of the word ; for its nourifiment; 
cloud, though this is not to be underftood to the}and efpecially for its fweetnefs, its precious pro- 
exclufion of the miniftry of Mofes and Aaron, by| mites, and pleafant doétrines: and oil out of the 
whom he led them, Pf Ixxvii. 20. it may be|fiiaty rock; that is, oil out of the olives, which 
interpreted of the people being alone in the wil-|grow on rocks, and thefe delight to grow on hills 
dernefs when led: and there was no firange god with}and mountains ; hence we read of the mount of 
him; with Ifrael,; fo Aben Ezra, no idolatry|olives, fee Fob xxix. 6. and fo the Targum of Fo- 
among them then; to which fenfe are the Targums|nathan, ** and oil out of the olives and fuckers 


of Ferufalem and Yonathan; but it may rather fig- 
nify that the Lord alone was the leader of his peo- 
ple, and he had no affiftant in that work, and 
therefore all the glory fhould be given to him: 
he is the leader of his people, in a fpiritual fenfe, 
out of a ftate of unregeneracy, which is a ftate of 
darknefs and bondage ; out of the ways of fin and 
from the paftures of their own righteoufnefs, into 
an open ftate of grace, which is a ftate of light 
and liberty; in Chrift the way, and in the paths 
of faith, truth, holinefs, and righteoufnefs, unto 
the heavenly glory, typified by the land of Canaan, 
the bleffings of which are next defcribed: the Fews 
fay z, this will be in the days of the king Meffiah ; 


*¢ which grow on the ftrong rocks ;” this may fig- 
nify the Spirit and his graces, the unétion which 
comes from Chrift the holy one, and the bleffings . 
of grace had from him, and the gofpel and its 
truths; which are cheating and refrefhing, molli- 
fying and healing,»feeding and fattening; pure and 
unmixed, and uleful for light, as oil is. 

¥. 14. Butter of kine, &c.] Made of milk; 
which kine or cows give; Far¢hi {ays; this is the 
fat that is gathered on the top of milks he means 
cream, and which indeed was the butter of the an- 
tients and is here meant: milk of /heep, which they 
give, though not in fuch plenty as the kine, yet 
what is very wholefome and nourifhing: the phi+ 


when there will be no abominable thing in Jrae/,|lofopher ° obferves; that fheep give more milk in 


the Lord alone fhall lead him. 


proportion to. the bignefs of their bodies than cows : 


y. 13. He made him to ride on the high places of|and Pliny * fays, their milk is fweeter and more 
the earth, &c.} Or land, the Jand of Canaan ;|nourifhing, and the butter made of it is the fatteft: 


by which are meant the towers, caftles, and forti- 
fied places init, fome of which might be built on 
hills and mountains ; and being made to ride on 
them, may denote the delivery of them into their 
hands, their conquefts and poffeffion of them, and 
triumph in them; fee JA Ivili. 14. fo the Targum 
of ‘Jonathan paraphrafes it, ** made him to dwell 
*s in the towers of the land of J/racl,” thofe high 
walled and ftrongly fenced cities which they dread- 
ed; this may be an emblem of the conqueft be- 
lievers have of their fpiritual enemies, fin, fatan, 
and the world, in and through Chrift;, of their 
fafety and triumph in him, of their high and ele- 
vated frames of foul, when they have got above 
the world: and the things of it; this will be the 
cafe of fpiritual [/rael in every fenfe in the latter 
day, when the mountain of the Lord’s houfe fhall 
be eftablifhed on the top of the mountains: that 
be might: eat the increafe of the fields ; the produce 
of them, particularly corn for bread, and which 
the J/raelites eat of as foon as they came into the 


with fat of lambs, or fat lambs, rich and delicious 
food: and rams of the breed of Bafhan, and Loats § 
a fruitful country abounding with pafturage, where 
rams and goats of the beft fort were fed, and the 
breed of them was coveted and had in the land of 
Canaan; the kine of Bafhaw are mentioned elfe: 
where, Pf. xxii. 12. Amos iv. 1. with the fat of 
kidneys of wheat, that is the belt wheat, the grains 
are plump and full; and Aber Ezra oblerves, that 
a grain of wheat has fome likenefs to a kidney; 
fee Pf, Ixxxi. 16. and cxlvii. 14. and thou didp 
drink the pure blood of the grape; wine which comes — 
from the grape, red wine, pure and unmixed, fee 
Gen, xl. 12. the land of Canaan was a land of 
vines, and abounded with good wine, ch. viii. 8. 
which the J/rae/ites when they came into it, drank 
of in common, who had only drank water in the 
wildernefs, and had but little flefh, and lived on 
manna, and now abounded with plenty of all good 
things; all which are obferved as inftances of di- 
vine goodnefs, and to aggravate their ingratitude 


Jand of Canaan, Fofo. v. 11,.12. an emblem of|in rejecting the Meffiah, they then enjoying all thefé 
the gofpel, and the truths of it; which are falutary,| good things, the land being alike fertile and afflu- 
nourifhing, ftrengthening, reviving, and chearing, {ent then, as appears froth J? vii. 14, 15, 21, 22: 
and of Chrift the bread of life; which believers by |Zarchi applies this fruitfulnefs to the times of So- 
faith eat of, and feed upon and live: and be made\lomon, as the butter of kine, and the kidneys of 
him tofuck honey out of the rock ; not water out of|wheat, 1 Kingsiv, 22, 23. and fat of lambs, and 
the rock, as fweet to them as honey, that they had|the blood of the grape, to the times of the ten 
in the wildernefs; but either the honey of bees that|tribes, mos vi. 4—6. but this was the conftant 
made their nefts in rocks, as a fwarm of them didjfertility of the land, and lafted to the times of the 
jn the carcafé of a lion; and fo in like manner as|Meffiah: now all thefe may be expreffive of 
honey came, out of the lion, it may be faid to be|the bleflings of grace, and the fpiritual food of 
fucked. out of the rock: fo Homer* fpeaks of|the gofpel : safworth very prettily remarks, that 
fwarms of bees out of a hollow rock: or this was|here is both food for babes and for grown perfons) 
the honey of palm-trees, as 4ben Ezra obferves, butter and milk for the one, and meat for the 
forne fay, which might grow on rocks, ‘fee the other, and drink for them both: the plain truths 
‘note on ch. viii. 8. and this is favoured by the of the gofpel are like butter, foft and eafy to be 
Targum of Jonathan, which paraphrafes the words, taken in, and like milk, eafy of digeftion, cooling, 
“¢ honey from thofe fruits which grow on the nourifhing, fweet, and pleafant; the more fublime 
“ rocks,” ‘unlefs it means honey gathered by bees truths of the gofpel are meat for {trong men, fig- 
from fuch fruits : the rock may typify Chrift, and nified by the fleth of fat lambs, rams, and goats , 
the honey: out-of it the gofpel, which is from him' which all being ufed in facrifices were typical of 
-and concerning him ; comparable to honey for the Chrift; as alfo the fineft of wheat is an emblem of 
_manner of its production and gatherings by the Ja-'him the bread of life, on whom the peat be- 
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from him: he is the author of it, and it is to 
had of him, and no other ; and this epithet fhows” 
not only his ability and ftrength to effect it, but 
the fecurity of it in him, which being wrought ous 
is an everlafting one. He is faid to be the rock 
of isfalvation, Fe/ourun or I/rael, he being of the 
Jews, railed up among them, and fent unto them, 
and was the faviour of fome of them adétu 
even of the loft fheep of the houfe of Jrael, and 
on account of his falvation deferving of univerfak 
efteem. But the Hews lightly efteemed him, had no 
value for him, fet this rock and ftene at nought 5 
he was refufed and rejected by the builders, who 
is now the head of the corner; they defpifed him, 
mocked at him, and treated him with the utmoft 
contempt and difdain, yea with abhorrence; all 
which, and more, is fignified by the word here 
ufed : they traduced him as a vile and wicked per- 
fon, and charged and treated him as fuch, fo fome 
render the word‘; and, as others*, they made a 
dead carcafs of him, they crucified and flew him ; 
this is the crime of ingratitude hinted at in y. 6. 
and all between is an enumeration of inftances of 
divine goodnefs to this people, mentioned with a 
view to aggravate this unheard-of fin. 

¥. 16. Lhey provoked him to jealoufy with frange 
gods, &c.] Or with others; the word gods is not in 
the text, nor were the Fews guilty of worfhipping 
ftrange gods or idols in the times of Chrift, nor 
had they been from the time of their coming out of 
the Babylonifh captivity ; but the word, as Cocceius 
obferves, is ufed for another, as in Fob xix. 27. 
and fignifies other faviours, other meffiahs, whomt 
the Fews fet up when they rejected Chrift, the rock 
of falvation ; and it is obfervable, that before the 
coming of Chrift, they never attempted to fet up 
any ; but after they had rejected him, were ready 
to embrace every one that offered, of which one 
called Bar Cochab, the fon of a ftar, in allufion to 
Numb, xxiv. 7. is a flagrant inftance ; and whom, 
when they found themielves deceived, they called 
Bar Cozba, the fon of a lye, ora lying fellow ; 
to whom our Lord may be thought to have 
refpect, Fobu v. 43. and where he exprefsly calls 
him another. Now, not only to reject Jefus, the true 
Meffiah, but to fet up others in his room, falfe 
chrifts, was highly provoking to God, who is a 
jealous God, and will not give his glory to an- 
other : with abominations provoked they him to an+ 
ger; by advancing the traditions of the elders to 
an equality with, and above the word of God; and 
by continuing facrifices, after the great facrifice 
was Offered up, when they ought to have ceafed; 
for by continuing them, it was faying Chrift was 
not come in the flefh, nor his facrifice offered ups 
it was trampling under foot the Son of God, and 
treating his blood and facrifice with contempt 5 
paft; and the written word of God, by giving} which muft be an abomination to God, and highly 
heed to the traditions of the elders, to the making] provoking of his anger, when that facrifice was of 
Yoid and of none effect the word of God; or]afweet-{melling favour to him; and efpecially what 

hrift, the effential Word of God; fo the Targum|was abominable to him, and grievoufly provoked 
of Fonathan, * and left. the Word of God, who 
«< created them ;” that Word of God which was 
in the beginning of all things, and by whom all 
things were made, and they alfo; who in the ful-j)deed, whenever any thing is fet up in co 
nefs of time was made flefh, and dwelt among men, |with him, or in oppofition to him, be it what it. 
Fobn i. 1, 25 3, 14% and lightly eftcemed the rock of \will, it muft be an abomination to God ; becaufe it 
bis fakeasion ; the fame divine perfon, defcribed ¥. | oppofes his purpofes and refolutions of faving men 
4. and there called the rock, fee the note there;|by Chrift alone, refleéts on his wifdom in the 
there she rock of falvation, becaufe falvation flows |{cheme of falvation, flies in the face of his love, 


I 


wine the blood of the grape, may fignify the love 
of Chrift, the gofpel and the truths of it, and the 
bleffings of grace, which come through the ever- 
fafting covenant. 

y. 15. But Fefurun waxed fat and kicked, &c.] 
This is undoubtedly a name of the people of [/rael , 
it is to be met with only in three places more, 1n 
ch. xxxiii. 5,26. Jf xliv. 2. it is generally thought 
to céme from a word‘, which fignifies upright 

.and righteous, fuch thefe people ought to have 
been, and fome among them were; and they gene- 
rally profefied themfelves, and outwardly appeared 
to be upright, ju(t and righteous perfons, and 
were defirous of being reckoned fo; which was 
their charaéter in the times of Chrift, when they 
fejected him: others derive it from a word‘, 


them as feeing ones; and fuch they had been in 
the times of Mofes, faw extraordinary fights and 
wonders in Egypt, the great falvation at the Red 
Sea, the Lord going. before them in a pillar of 
cloud and fire; the manna every day falling about 
their tents ; twice rocks fmitten, and waters flow- 
ing from them, and had often very uncommon 
fights of the glory of God: and in the times of 
Chrift, to which this fong refers, they faw him in 
the flefh, preaching in their fynagogues, doing 
miracles, riding on an afs to Yerufalem, according 
to one of their prophecies, and expiring on the 
crofs, and yet rejected him. They are faid to wax 
fat, enjoy great outward profperity, to abound in 
temporal good things, as they alfo did in {piritual 
privileges; enjoying, or they might have enjoyed, 
fuch aminiftry of the word, as never was before or 
fince, the miniftry of Zohn theBaprift, the forerunner 
of Chrift, of Chrift himfelf, and of this apoftles, yet 
they kicked ; which may denote their difobedience 
to the laws of God, moral and ceremonial, fee 
1 Sam. ii. 29. Neb, ix. 25, 26. and particularly 
the introduction of idolatry among them, which 
was kicking againft God, and his worfhip ; firft 
among the ten tribes, in the times of Feroboam, and 
among the two tribes, more efpecially in the times 
of Manafeh: and this kicking was particularly ve- 
tified in Fudas’s lifting up his heel again{t Chrift, 
and betraying him; which was not merely the fin 
of him only, but what the whole body of the peo- 
ple were involved in, fee Pf xli.. 9. Ads vii. 52: 
thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art 
covered with fatnefs; which is repeated and ex- 
prefied by different words, both for the certainty 
of it, and to denote their great affluence of good 
things, and fo the more to aggravate their impiety 
and ingratitude, next obferved: shen be forfook 
God which made him, the worfhip of God, as the 
Targum of Fonathan, giving into idolatry in times 


to the righteoufnefs of Chrift, Rom. x. 3. and in- 


“v reumefle, e¢ “4% cernere, intueri, Cocceius, Van Till. 
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him to anger and wrath, was their fetting up the 
idol of their own righteoufnefs, refufing to fubmit — 
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grace and mercy, makes the death of Chrift of|fulfilled the voices of the prophets they were igno- 
none effeét, advances pride in the creature, givesjrant of in condemning him: hence they were un- 
God the lye, who, fays there is no other Saviour,|mindful of his perfon, his offices, his works, his 
and is a total flight and neglect of his gofpel 5 all|benefits, and the great falvation by him ; as indeed 
which muft be abominable, and dreadfully provok-|too many are that call themfelves chriftians: fome 
ing tohim; fee //lxv. 5. Luke xvi. 15. and xviii.Jobferve that the word here ufed fignifies bringing 
# . forth children with pain, and fo may refpeét the 
¥.17. They facrificed to devils, not to God, 8ec.]|bitter forrows and fufferings of Chrift, fometimes 
Their facrifices being continued, when it was thejexprefied by a word ', which fignifies the pains of 
will of God they fhould ceafe, were reckoned by|womien in childbirth, 4s ii. 24. and called the 
him not as offered to him, but to damons, and to|travail of his foul, J liii. 11. and fo a further 
fuch that were not Gods they being thereinjaggravation of their ingratitude, that they fhould 
under the inftigation of jatan, and doing his lufts,|forget him that fuffered fo much, at leaft, on 
Fobn viii. 44. jult as Pagans and Papifts, worfhip-jaccount of fome of them; for, thofe he en- 
ping idols under the influence and direction of fa-|dured to bring forth, children unto God, or to 
tan, are faid to worfhip devils, and facrifice to]gather together the children of God, fcattered 
them, 1 Cor. x. 20. Kev. ix. 20, and indeed fet-|abroad both in Fudea and in the whole world, Fon 
ting up their own righteoufnels was facrificing to]xi. 51, 52. 
their own net, and burning incenfe'to their own] y. 19. And when the Lord faw it, &c.] The 
drag, toan idol, and not to God: to which may |difregard of the Yews to Chrift, their forgetfulnefs 
be added, that whereas they trampled under footjof him, their difefteem and rejection of him; theif 
the Son of God, and did defpight to the Spirit of/continuance of facrifices, when the great facrifice 
grace, by which Chrift caft out devils, and offer-|was offered ups; their fetting up other meffiahs and 
ed himfelf without fpot, they excluded two of the|faviours, and the idol of their own righteoufnefs 
divine perfons in the deity, and fo worfhipped not]in oppofition to the righteoufhefs of Chrift; all 
the true God, Father, Son and Spirit: to geds|which not only as the omnifcient God he faw, 
whom they knew net, to gods that came newly up ;|\but took notice of, and confidered, and did not 
fuch as angels, into the worfhip of which they]at once pafs judgment on them, at leaft did not 
fell, as their writings teftify', and to which thel|immediately execute it, but waited fome time to 
apoitle feems to have refpett, Col. ii. 18. whom your|fee how they would afterwards behave ; for it was 
fathers feorcd not; paid no regard unto, put nolthirty years or more after the crucifixion of Chrift 
‘truft or cvntidence in; or, as the Targum of Fona-|that the utter deftruction of the Fews came upon 
tha, “ with whom your fathers had nothing to|them: be abborred them; in his heart, defpifed 
*« do,” as they had not, with the idol of man’s|them, and at laft rejected them with contempt and 
righteoufnefs, but wholly looked unto and trufted|abhorrence, very righteoufly and in juft retaliation, 
in the grace and righteoufnefs of Chrift, and ex-|fee Zech. xi. 8. as for what before obferved, fo for 
pected falvation alone by him: the gofpel of righ-|what follows: becaufe of the provoking of bis fons, 
teoufnefs and falvation by Chrift was preached toland of bis daughters; which is not to be underftood 
our firft parents in Hden’s garden, which they em-jof the Lord, being provoked to wrath, by the fins 
braced and believed in; Noah was an heir, andjof thofe who called themfelves or were called his 
preacher of the righteoufnefs of faith, that is, of|fons and daughters ; for thefe are fuch who were 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, received by faith; that}truly his fons and daughters, and different from 
righteoufnefs which was what Abraham believed in,|thofe in the following verfe, faid to be children in 
was imputed to him for his juftifying righteouf-|whom is yo faith; thefe are no other than the difci- 
nefs; and Yacob waited for the Meffiah the falva-|ples and followers of Chrift, that believed in him, 
tion of God; in fhort all the old-teftament faints}both men and women, and fo the children of God, 
were faved by the grace of Chrift, as we are, thejhis fons and his daughters by fpecial grace; and 
idols, the works of men’s own righteoufnefs are|the provoking of them is the wrath of the enemy 
new deities they paid no deference to, placed nojagainft them, as the fame word is ufed and ren- 
confidence in. dered in ¥. 27. and fhould be here, Lecaufe of wrath, 
y. 18. Of the rock that begat thee thou art un-\or indignation againft bis fons and bis daughters»; 
mindful, 8¢c.\ The fame with the rock of falva-|meaning the affliction, diftrefs, and perfecution of 
tion, ¥. 15. repeated and expreffed in different|them, through the wrath of the unbelieving Jews ; 
words, that their wretched ingratitude might be ta-|for after the death of Chrift they perfecuted his apo- 
ken notice of and obferved: begetting is afcribed|ftles, they beat them and caft them into prifon, 
to this rock, as regeneration is to Chrift, 1 Fobnii.jand put fome to death; a perfecution was raifed 
2g. and was true of fome among the Jews : fome}againft the church at Ferufalem, in which Sau/ was 
chufe to render the words, the rock of thy kin-\concerned, who breathed out threatenings and 
dred* ; being a near kinfman, a brother through|flaughters againft the difciples of the Lord, and 
his incarnation, which aggravated their unmindful-jhaled men and women, the fons and daughters of 
nefs of him: and, haft forgotten God that formed\God, and committed them to prifon, and perfe- 
thee; for the rock they were unmindful of and for-|cuted them to ftrange cities, and gave his voice to 
got is the true God and eternal life, the effential|put them to death ; and in the Gentile world when 
word of God, as both the Zargums of Fonathan\the gofpel was carried there, the Fews ftirred up 
and Yeru/alem interpret it; him the Yewi/h nation|the Gentiles every where againft the followers of 
forgot; they forgot the characters given of him in|Chrift, to harrafs and diftrefs them ; and this the 
the promifes and prophecies of the old teftament , Lord faw, and. he abhorred them for it, and re- 
and therefore knew him not when he came and] jected them. 


* 
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1 Vid. Wan Till in loc. k 59 “\\'S rupem cognationis tuz, i. e. fratrum tuorum, Van Till; fee Rom. ix. 

4s 5: ; isbomy parturientis te, Montanus; parturitorem tuum, Van Till. =») DYDD pre 

ira in filios fuos, Pagninus; propter iram in filios fuos, Van Till; fo Maimon. Moreh Nevochim, par. 1. ¢. 36. 
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¥. 20. And he faid, I will. bide my face frompnbich is not God, &c. , With a falfe meffiah page 
them, &c"] ‘Now the Lord proceeds to pafs fen-faftet the death of uF ts the true Meffiab, : 


telde on the Jews for their ill treatment of his Son,|well as man, many fa Wd mae “WS: 
and of ‘his followers 5 ; which refpects judgments}diéted, and were receive ‘for a time, who 
mere men, and deceivers ; and_ their now vainly 


that fhould come upon, them, both fpiritual and 
temporal, ‘or corporal 5 the formet lies in this and expected meffiah, or whom they look for, acct 
ing to their own fenfe of him, is no other th 


the’ following” verle; and the latter in y. 22, 23, 
24, 25. and this the’ Lord faid in his own heart] mere _creature, and not God: or with the i ig 
their own righteoufnefs ; which, as an idol is noth 


and mind) decreed and determined it within him- thing 
felf, and’ declared it in his word by his prophets, asjin the world, that is nothing in the bufinefs o i 
tification, and put in the room of i ich 


Here and in other places: and ‘this firft part of the gh 
fentence denotes the withdrawmeént of the gracious| provokes the Lord to jealoufy : they have provok 
me to anger with their vanities, fuch were their 


prefence ‘of God, and the manifeftation of his fa- 
Your from the people of the Jers, his diflike and] falfe chrifts they in vain trufted in, and fi th 
contempt of them, having taken out from among}idol of their own righteoufnefs they fet yp, - 
them the reminant according to the eleétion of could not make to ftand ; and fuch were the tra- 
gtace, the difciples and followers of Chrifi ; and|ditions of their elders, they put upon an equality 
the removal of the gofpel, and the ordinances of it with, or above the word of God ; all which ftirred 
from them, the means of light and knowledge. uP the wrath and anger of God againft them : and 
joy. and comfort, and the giving of them up to}/ will move them to jealoufy with thofe which are not 
lindnefs and. hardnels of heart, which continues|¢ people: this is not to be underftood of any par- 
this day ; they having a ‘vail of darknéfs andJticular nation, but of the Gentiles in general, and 
phbrtabe upon. their hearts whilft reading thejof God’s elect among them, and of the calling of 
Books of the old teftament, which will be “done them ; which would. be provoking to the Jews, as 
away when they turn to the Lord, and not.before ;|the apottle Paul has taught us to underftand it, Rom. 
likewife this was fulfilled when ‘all the fymbols of}x. 19. Thefe were not the people of Ged, or not 
the divine. préefence were removed, when the temple|my people, as he fays Rom. ix. 25, 26. 1 Pet. li. 10. 
was deftroyed, and all things in it, or carried away ;|I[n fome fenfe indeed they were his people, being 
and this houfe, which was formerly the houfe of|chofen by him, and taken into covenant with him; 
God, and where he dwelt; was’ left defolate by for he is God not of the ews only, but of the Gen- 
him ; and it is. remarkable, that a little before the} tiles alfo ; and thofe were given to Chriff as his 
deftruction of Ferufalem, a voice was heard in the}people, and are his other theep which were not of 
temple, Jet us go hence, as Fofephus relates 7: I will\the Fewifh fold ; and who were redeemed by him to 
See what their end fhall be ; their deftru&tion, called} be a peculiar people out of every kindred, tongue, 
in the new teftament the end of the world; the endjpeople, and nation, all which was before their cal- 
‘of the Fewife church-ftate and common-wealth :|ling : yet, in another fenfe they weré not his peo- 
this the Lord faid, not as ignorant. what it fhould ple + ; they were without any fpiritual privileges, 
be, or when it would be ; p “but the fenfe i is, either|the word and ordinances, without the knowledgeof 
~ that he would caufe them and others to fee it, when}God and Chri, without communion with them ; 
he fhould bring wrath upon them to the uttermoft ,;|they were not a people near unto the Lord, he had 
or that he would look upon it with pleafure and de, not laid hold on and formed them for himfelfin re- 
light, which would be an ageravation of their pu } generation and converfion ; they were not reckoned 
nifhment, Prov.i. 26. for they are a very froward the people of God, nor called fo, ‘and efpecially by 
generation, men of peryerfe fpirits, of a contrary|the Yews, who accounted themfelves to be the only 
and contradictory temper and difpofition, who|people of God ; fee Eps, ii. 11, 12. 1 will provoke 
pleafed not God,-and were contrary to all men; as|them to anger with a-foolifp nation , either the Ro- ~ 
well as contradicted and blafphemed the gofpel of|mans in particular are meant, fo called becaufe of 
Chri, were men of diftorted principles in religion,} their grofs idolatry, to which they were addiéted, 
implicated and inconfiftent, they wrefting the fcrip- who otherwife in their political affairs were a wife 
tures to their own deftruction ; and were obftinate,}and underftanding people ; to thefe Judea became 
ftubborn, and inflexible in their notions and prac-]a province, and were fubject to tribute; and by 
tices, and that to the laft, which was theip-ruin :}the exactions of the Romans, and their ill ufage of 
children in whom is no faith’; for though they had}them, they were provoked to rife againft them 
faith in one God, in the {criptures of the old tefta | which iffued in their ruin: or rather, the Gentile 
ment as the word of God, in the law of Mo/es.Jin general, who might be called foolith becaufe < 
and ina future ftate, the refurrection of the dead, cheir faperftition ‘and idolatry, ignorance, » and 
and judgment to come; efpecially the Pharifees,\btindnefs in religious matters, and elpecially were 
the greater part of the Zews yet though they were}‘o in the account of the ews; and the elect « 
the children of Abraham, and would be thought tol}God among them in particular, who in their ftate 
be the children of God, they had no faith in Ye/us,}of unregeneracy were foolifh, as all unregenerate 
the true Mefiah ; him they difbelieved and rejected ;/men are ; both their principles and practices were 
‘and as their fathers could not enter into the land of }foolifh, and they were the foolifh things of the Gen~ 
“Canaan, whofe carcafes fell in the wildernefs, becaufe f/i/e world that God chofe and called: and the cal- 
of unbelief; fo thefe were caftout of the land, andjling of them was exceedingly provoking to is le 
19}, the Lord, becaufe of their unbelief in the re- Jews ; which was as if a man moved to jealoufy a! 
jection of the Mefiah.. Aben Ezra obferves, that by the behaviour of his. wife, fhould ftrip her of 
it ymay be interpreted. there is no men of faithful-fher ornaments and jewels, and reject her as | 
nefs, or‘no Faithtal men among them, as in P/. xii.| wife ; and take another before her eyes of me: 
1, they were a faithlefs generation, covenant-break- |}eftate, and marry her, and put her ornaments on 
ers, broke. their conta with God, and thereforejher, to which the allufion is ; for the Lord being eo 
he rejected them. moved to jealoufy by the co due of the Fewife 
yogi. They have moved me to jealoufy with that\ination towards him, rejected th is | from being his. 
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* This is the arrow of famine, Ezck. v.16, 17. the 


“foom of them, and fo ied 
ih. 


_Tieving Jews themfelves at firlt, As xi. 2, 3, 18.) 
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civil and religious, and too the Gentailés in, the 
‘m5 -retaliation. moved 
them to jealouly and wra It was difpleafing to 
the carnal Yews to hea shale propberics of the 
glling of the ‘Ghats, m. %. 20..and the. firlt! 

{play of gra¢e to. them was refented eyen by. be- 


as if burnt, Lam. v.10. Onkelos paraphrafes, it, 
“* inflated or fwelled with famine; which is a phrafe 
Fofephus * makes ufe of in deferibing the famine at 
the fiegeof Ferufalem. Farchi obferves, that one 
of their writers * interprets the words airs of bun- 
ger, becaufe he fays that a man that is famifhing 
and pining, his hair grows, and he becomes hairy : 
this judgment was notorious among the Fews, at 
the fiege of Ferufalem, and was very fore and dread: 
ful; fee ch. xxviii. 53, &c. and the notes there - 
and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter de- 
firuétion ; with burning fevers, peftilential ones, 
with the plague, the arrow of the Lord that flies by 
day, the peitilence that walks in darknefs, and. the 
deitruction that waftes at noon-day, P/. xci. 5,6. 
and which alfo raged at the fiege of Ferufalen, 
arifing from the {tench of dead bodies which lay in 
all parts of the city, and is one of the figns of the 
deftruction of it given by our Lord, Matt: xxiv. 
7> 9-1 will alfo fend the teeth of beafts upon them, with 
the poifon of ferpents of thé duff ; another of the 
arrows in the quiver of the Lord of hofts, or of 
his four judgments, and which he ufed to threaten 
the people ef the Fews with in cafe of difobedience, 
Lev. xxvi. 22. And fuch of the ews who fled 
to deierts, and caves and dens of the earth for thel- 
ter, could not efcape falling into the hands of wild 
bealts, and of meeting with poifonous ferpents that 
go upon their bellies, and feed on the duft of the 
earth ; and befides, when Titus had taken Ferufa- 
lem, he difpofed of his captives fome one way and 
fome another ; and among the reft, many were caft 
to the wild beafts in the theatre, as Fofepbus re- 
lates“; add to this, that both Rome pagan, and 


le anger of the feribes and. Pbarifees on this ac- 
ount is thought by fome to be hinted at in the pa- 
rable. of the two fons, Luke xv. 2, 27, 28. 
The Yews were offended with Chri? for eating 
with publicans, the Xoman.tax-gatherers, and 
were greatly difpleafed when he told them the king- 
dom of God wourtd be.taken from them, and given 
to another nation, Maét. ix, 10, 41. and xxi. 44, 
46. Their rage. and envy were very great when 
the gofpel was. firft preached to the Gentiles, 4Et5 
xiii. 41, 44, 45..and thereis fitch an extraordinary 
inftance oftheir fpite and malice to. the.Gentiles, 
and of their jealoufy and anger they were moved 
vaio» as is not to tS parallelled, 1 Zheff. i, 15, 
; “ 22. For a fire is kindled it mine anger, &c.] 
Here begins the account of temporal and corporal 
judgments inflicted on. the Jews for their difbeliet 
and rejection of the Mefich, their contempt of his 
gofpel, and ill treatment of his followers ; arld 
this here refpects the deftruction of the land of 7u- 
dea in general, and the burning of the city .and 
temple of ‘feru/alem in particular, as the effect of 
the wrath and anger of God like fire kindled againft 
them : and fhall burn unto the loweft bell ; which de- 
notes an entire deftruction, like that of the burn- 
ing of Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimflone ¥ and 
from heaven s which iffued in a fulphurous lake,| ome papal, are called beafts, Rev. xiii. 1, 11. into 
and which fulphurous matter funk to the bottom) both whofe hands thie Jews fell, and from whom 
of the dead fea; and to that deftruction is this of| they have fuffered much 3 with which in part agrees 
the land of jfudea compared, ch. xxix. 23. and\the Targum of Jerufalem, * the teeth of the four 
foall confume the earth with ber increafe, the land ofj monarchies, which are like to wild beafts, I will 
udea, with the,cities and towns in it, and build- fend upon them ; and particularly the Targum of 
ings on it, and the fruits of the earth ; which were]‘fonathan paraphrafes it, ‘* and the Greeks, who 
either gathered into their barns and ftorehoufes; or 
were growing in their fields, and vineyards, and 
olive-yards ; all were deftroyed and confumed at or 
before the deftruction of Ferufalem, or quickly af- 
ter it: and fet on fire the foundations of the moun- 
tains ; the city of Ferufalem, as Farchi himfelf in- 
terprets it, whofe foundations were by the moun- 
tains,, according, to P/. cxxy. 2. and the temple of 
Ferufalem particularly was built on mount Moriah, 
and that as well as the city was utterly confumed by 
fire: and it is remarkable that when Fulian.the apo- 
ftate attempted to rebuild it, as is related even by 
an heathen hiftorian*, that flames of fire burft out 
from the foundations, and burnt the workmen ; 
fo that he was obliged todefift from his raf under- 
bees I will heap mifchief upon them, &c.] One 
calamity upon another, which are after particularly 
mentioned: J will /pend mine arrows upon them, 
God is here reprefented as an enemy to the Jews, 
as having bent his bow againft them like an enemy, 
Lam. ii. 4. and as having a quiver and that full of 
arrows, and as determined to draw out and {pend 
every one of them, in taking vengeance upon them ; 
which arrows are his four fore judgments mention- 
ed Ezek. xiv. 21. and expreffed in the following 
verfes. 


& y. 24. They fhall be Burnt with hunger, 8cc.J 


to have interpreted it of the Romans. 

¥. 25. Lhe fword without, &c.] Either without 
the city, the fword of the Roman army befieging it, 
which deftroyed all that came out or attempted to 
goin; or in the ftreets of the city, the {word of 
the {feditious, which, deftroyed multitudes amon 
themfelves : and terror within , within the city, on 
account of the fword of the Romans, and the clofe 
fiege they made of it; and on account of the fa- 
mine and peftilence which raged in it, and the 
cruelty of the feditious perfons among themfelves ; 
all thefe filled the people with horror and terror in 
their houfes, and even in their bed-chambers, as 
the word fignifies, they were not free from terrors 
yea, from the temple, and inward parts, and cham- 
bers of that, which may be referred to, terror 
came, that being in the hands of the feditious ; 
they fallied out from thence, and ravaged the city, 
and filled all places with the dread of them; and 
many, no doubt, through fear died, as well as by 
the fivord and other judgments ; which it is threa- 


gin, the fuckling alfo, with the man of gray hairs ; 

none of any age or fex were fpared, even tho un- 

rmed; not the young man, for his flrength and 

romifing ufefulnefs ; nor the virgin for her beauty 

and comelinefs ; nor the fuckling for its eae! 
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tened, fhall deftroy both the young man and the vir- 


force. of which. is fuch that it makes thé fkin black . 
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bite with their teeth like wild beafts,-I will fend up- 
on them” but it would have been much better ~ 
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144. DEUTERONOMY. Chxxxii.¥.26—27, 


rael as one man, that the Egyptians would fay he 

brought them out of Egypt for mifchief, or that ox. 

was not able to bring them into the Jand Sitonaente 

Exod. xxxii. 12. Numb. xiv. 15,16. fothe Lord 

{peaking after the rnanner of men, as Aben Ezra 

obferves, expreffes his fears of the wrath of the 

enemy ; not properly, but it denotes his precaution, 

provifion, and preparation he made to put a cl 

upon it, and a ftop to it, that he might rohae 

the opportunity of inftilling it into the minds of — 

men, that God was cruel to his people, orhad not 

ability to fave them from their enemies, or was 

unfaithful to his promifes; and therefore he did 

not entirely cut them off, as he could and might 

have done, but made a referve of them, as a ftand- 

ing proof to the contrary: left their adverfaries ; 

the Romans, who fought againft them, took them, 

have been done, but was not: moreover, to dif-]and carried them captive: /hould behave themfelves 

perfe them into the feveral parts of the world, does|/trangely ; alienate the glory of God from him, and 

not agree with what follows ; for that inftead of|give it to their ftrange gods ; which the Romans 

making their remembrance to ceafe, would make]were wont to do when they obtained victories, and ~ 

them the more known, and the more to be remem-jdid do fomething of this kind to Fupiter Capito- 

bered. But the word literally taken may be ren-|/inus, when they carried the ews captive, and their 

» dered, J will corner them‘ ; drive them up into a}trophies in triumph to Rome :. yet there was fuch an 

corner, and cut them off together, or fearch for|apparent hand of God in this affair, that the hea- 

them in, and ferret them out of every corner in|thens were obliged to own it. Zitus the conque- 

which they fhould get, and deftroy them all :|ror himfelf contefled, that ic was God that favour- 

agreeable to which is the Targum of Onkelos, «* mine|ed him, and that it was he that brought the Fews 

anger fhall reft upon them, and I will deftroyjout of the fortreffes and faftneffes in which they — 

them ;” and fo ben Ezra interprets it of the de-]were ; and that no hands of men, or machines 

ftruction of them, and obferves, that otherwife it}were any thing againft fuch towers as they had ¢ ; 

would not agree with what follows. There may|and when fome neighbouring nations would have 

be an allufion in it tothe corner of the field, which}crowned him becaufe of his viCtories over the 

was ordered to be left to the poor, and not reaped,| ews, he refufed it, faying, he was unworthy of it, 

Lev. xix. 9. and fo the fenfe is, I could and might]he had not done this of himfelf, but had only lent 

have determined when the harveft of this land and]an hand to God that was angry with them*. Gj- 

people was come, or the time of wrath upon them, [cero alfo obferves*‘ the hand of God in the conqueft, A) 

to cut down every corner, andleave none, no not{captivity, and fervitude of the Fewi/h nation; more- 

one ftanding ftalk of corn, but make clean riddance]over, a remnant was preferved to be to the Romans, 

of them: J would make the remembrance of them\as the Canaanites were to the I/raelites, thorns in 

ceafe from among men; as of the Amalekites, Moab-\their fides, and pricks in their eyes ; to be a bur- 

ites, Midianites, Edomites, Chaldeans, and others,|den to them, a dead weight upon them, and to 

whofe names as well as nations are no more. This|check their ovations and triumphs over them; for, 

is what the enemies of the Yews plotted and con-|that people conquered gave them great trouble, 

fpired to do, Pf. Ixxxiii. 4. and what God could} raifed commotions and infurrections in many places, 

and might have done, but has not; the ‘ews}which obliged the emperors in fucceeding reigns to 

continue to this day a diftinét people, though it is}come from diftant parts, and quell them, and were 

now near 1700 years fince the deftruction of their|the occafion of vaft quantities of blood being thed ; 

city and temple, and their difperfion in the feveral}infomuch that one of their poets * withes Fudea 

parts of the world; which is what was never known|had never been fubdued by them : likewife a num- 

of any other people in the like circumftances, and|ber of them was preferved to prevent the growth 

which is a moft amazing and furprizing event ;|and fpread of idolatry, and that they might bea ~ 

the reafons of it follow. ftanding example and caution to Chriftians among 
¥. 27. Were it not that I feared the ora of the\the Gentiles not to give into it, when they fhou! 

enemy, &c.} Satan, the enemy of mankind in|obferve what they fuffered on the account of it, as 

general, of the people of God in particular, and)|their prophecies, extant in their facred books pre- 

efpecially of the Meffiah, the feed of the woman, |ferved, abundantly teftified and declared: and Jef 

and of God himfelf, whom he would dethrone, or|they fhould fay, our hand is high, and the Lord bath 

at leaft place himfelf on an equality with him ;| not done all this ; left any one fhould fay among the . 

this enemy is full of wrath, enmity, and blaf-|Gentiles, as particularly deifts, left they fhould lift y 

phemy again{ft God, and .ftirs up all of this kind]up their hornon high, and fpeak with a ftiff neck 

in the hearts of men, and inftigates them to per-|and deny that ever any fuch things were done for k 

feeute the people of God ; and does all he can to|this people the fcriptures fpeak of, asthe miracles 

obfeure the glory of God, and leffens his ownjin the land of Egypt, at the Red-/ea, andin the a 

grief, as the word fignifies, occafioned by it: andj wildernefs; and confidently affirm there never was 

now though God has nothing to fear, either from|any fuch people, and defy Chriftians to fhew them 

the power and policy of the devil, being infinitely|a Yew if they could : now here was a referve m 

mightier and wifer than he ; yet as Mo/es expreffed| of them, to bea ftanding proof of the truth of 

his concern, if God fhould cut off the people of J/-|vine revelation againft fuch infidels; as allie 
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and tendernefs ; nor the aged man through any re- 
verence of his gray hairs, or on account of the in- 
firmities of old age, but all would be deftroyed ; 
and never was fuch a carnage made at the fiege of 
any one city in the world before or fince 5 no lefs 
than 1,100,000 perfons perifhed in it, as Yo/epbus 
relates * . 

¥. 26. I faid, &c.] Or could have faid, or might 
have faid; that is, determined and refolved, as it 
was in his power, and in right and juftice might 
have done what follows : [would fcatter them into 
corners; which does not fitly exprefs the fenfe of 
the word ufed, and befides this was what was done; 
it is notorious that the ‘ews were and are fcattered 
into the feveral corners of the world, and there is 
no corner where they are not ; whereas the phrafe 
is expreffive of fomething that could and might 
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| Oh. xxkii ¥.28—30. DEUTERONO MY. 


they might be a -check unto all falfe teachers, ard 
leave them inexcufable who embrace the fame errors 
that have been condemned in them, and God has 
n his difpleafure at; and which they ftill re- 
tain; fuch as the doétrine’ of free-will, of jutti- 
Pine by a man’s own righteoufnefs, of falva- 
ot being wholly by the Meffah, and of his 
bee non-}ehovah, or only a mere creature; 
for the words may be rendered, Non-Febovah hath 
done all this"; or he that is not ‘fébovad hath done all 
that is done for the people of the Fews; and fay, all 
that the Meffiah hath done with refpect to falvation, 
is done by him thatis not Fehovahb, or God, but a 
creature. Thefe were the doctrines of the Fews in 
Chrif’s time ; the Pharifees, the prevailing fect among 
them, were free-willers, as Zo/ephus relates‘; and 
the whole nation were felf-jufticiaries, as the apoftle 
Paul affures us, and fought for righteoufnefs not 
by faith, but as it were by the works of the law, 
Rom. ix. 31, 32. and x. 3. and fuch they are to 
this day, as well as Dpitarians to a man; now 
Arians, Socinians, Pelagians, and Arminians, may 
look upon thefe people, who are continued, as hav- 
ing imbibed the fame errors ; and may read theirs 
in them, and God’s difpleafure at them. 

v.28. For they are a nation void of counfel, &c.] 
This is faid not*of the Fews, whofe character is 
given, ¥. 6. and inftances of their ingratitude, 
folly, and want of counfel and underftanding, 
have been already mentioned, and punifhment for 
the fame inflicted on them, according to this pro- 
phetic fong ; fo that the prophecy refpecting 
them is iffued, and another people are taken notice 
of, even. their enemies, of whom the Fewi/h wri- 
ters in general interpret thefe words, and what fol- 
lows ; and was true of the Gentiles, both of the 
Pagan fort of them, who took too much to them- 
felves, and afcribed the deftruction of the Fews, 
and their conqueft of them, to themfelves, and 
their idols; and of falfe Chrifians among them, 
when the Roman empire became Chriftian, fuch as 
expreffed themfelves in the language of the latter 
part of the preceding verfe, our hand is high, &c. 
which plainly fhewed them to be a people devoid 
of the true knowledge of the fcriptures, they 
fliould have made the men of their counfel, and 
have confulted ; and of the gofpel of Chriff, which 
is the counfel of God, as the Arians, Pelagians, 
&c. muft be, or they would never imbibe and ad- 
vance tenets fo diametrically oppofite thereunto : 
neither is there any underftanding in them; of divine 
and {piritual things, of the fcriptures, and the 
doétrines of them; of the perfon of Chri/t, and 
his divine perfections, or they would never deny 
his deity ; of the righteoufnefs of God, of that 
which is required in the law, and revealed in the 
gofpel, or they would never fet up a righteoufnefs 
of their own for juftification ; and of themfelves, 
their unrighteoufnefs, impurity, and impotence to 
_ that which is good; or they would never fo ftrong- 

ly affert the purity of human nature, and the power 
of man’s free-will : God forefeeing all the folly, 
and want of counfel and underftanding in the Gen- 
tile world, under different characters, preferved a 
remnant of the Zews as a ftanding admonition to 
them. 

yt. 29. O that they were wife, &c] Thefe are 
‘not the words of God, and fo no inftances of mere 
velleities, and unfuccefsful wifltes in him, and as 


bey x4) & non-Jehovah operatus eft omne hoe, 
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Cocceius ; fo Van Till, Vitringa. 
ry 9 o fi faperent, Tigurine verfion ; fi fapuiffent, Vatablus ; 


145 
arguing a power in man to make himfelf wife if 
he would; but of Mo/és, under a fpirit of pro- 
phecy; forefeeing the ignorance and ftupidity of 
the above perfons ; or as pétfonating a true be- 
liever in Cériff, it the times in which fuch men 
fhould live ; for the perfon fpeaking is one that had 
faith in Chrift, the rock of falvation, and built up- 
on him alone for it ; and who had enemies on that 
account, as appears from the following verfes : 
and thefé words are fpoken not of the Fews, with 
whom this fong has no more concern, unlefs it be 
in what refpeéts their converfion in thé latter day ; 
but of falfe Chriftians, Pelagians, Arians, &c: 
whofe language and charatter are expreffed in the 
preceding verfes ; and contain a pathetic wifh that 
they might have wifdom to fee theit follies, errors, 
and miftakes, and renounce them: or, if they were 
wife*; as they are not, and their tenets fhew it : 
they would underftand this; namely, what follows : 
they would confider their latter end; either the latter 
end of the Fews ; had they wifdom, they would 
underftand and obferve that the difpleafure of God 
againft them, and his deftruétion of them, was for 
their lightly efteeming the rock of falvation, as 
Arians do, and for fetting up their own righteouf- 
nefs, in oppofition to the righteoufnefs of Chrif, 
as do Pelagians and Arminians, and were they 
wife, they would be hereby cautioned againft fuch 
notions ; and though imbibed by them, would re- 
linquifh them; as they may juftly fear fome fuch 
like end will be theirs: for if God does not give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth, their end muft be miferable ; fince the er- 
rors they embrace and profefs are what the apoftle 
calls damnable herefies ; who, denying the Lord that 
bought them, bring on themfelves {wift deftruc- 
tion; and whofe judgment, he fays, lingers not, 
and theit damnation flumbers not, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 3. 
¥. 30. How fhould one chafe a thoufand, and twé 
put ten thoufand to flight, &c:| This is faid for the 
conviction of the Pagan Romans of their folly in 
behaving ftrangely, alienating to their gods what 
belonged to the true God ; for fince the Hews were 
more numerous than they, both in Fudea, in the 
times of Titus Ve/pafian, when the country was 
fubdued by him ; and in other parts of the world, 
in the times of Adrian, when the Fews rofe up in 
vaft numbers, greatly fuperior to the Romans, and 
yet were conquered ; which, allowing the phrafe to 
be hyperbolical, was like one toa thoufand, and 
two to ten thoufand : now fince this was what was 
promifed to the Fews in cafe of obedience, that 
they fhould in this manner chafe their enemies, Lev. 
xxvi. 8. it can’t be accounted for that they fhould 
in like manner be chafed by their enemies, as threa- 


‘tened If, xxx. 17. except their rock had fold them, 


and the Lord had fhut them up that is, unlefs the 
Lord, who was their rock and fortrefs, and in 
whom they fhould have trufted as fuch, had for- 
faken them, and given them up into their enemies 
hands, fhut up as they were in the city of Feru/a- 
lem in the times of Zitus, and afterwards in B- 
ther in the times of Adrian; it is a plain cafe thae 
this was of God, and not owing to the idols of the 
Gentiles; fee Pf. xliv. 9,10, 11,122 Cocceius and 
Van Till interpret this of Conftantine overcoming 
Maxentius, Licinius; and Maximinius, whereby the 
whole Roman empire on a fudden became Cériftian 
nominally, when but a little before Diocletian had 

erected 
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DEUTERONOMY. Ch. xxxi.y.31—33. 


the many outward works of piety in ie Rea im 
Chrifian name blotted out ;” fo that the odds be- jchurch they pretend to perform, but when examined 
tween the Chriffians and Pagans were as one to a/are lies in hypocrify, 1 Tim, iv. 2. their grapes are. 
thonfand, and two to ten thoufand, and the vic- |grapes of gall, their clufters are bitter 5 which may 
tory therefore muft be afcribed to God 5 this could |denote the large number of the members of this | 
never have been unlefs Satan, the great red dragon, |church cluftered together; and the many religic 
had given his kingdom to the beaft, which was|orders in it ; which make a fair fhew in th 
done by the permiffion and fovereign will of God ;|but are in the gall of bitternefs, and bond ¢ 
fee Rev. vi. 14. and xii. 7, 8. and xiii.2, and xvii.}quity s and the variety of ordinances and in Hit 
17. fo thofe interpreters, but the former fenfe feems|tions of man’s devifing: fo as the ordinances of 
beft. —s the true church of Chrift are compared to clufters 
—¥. 34. For their rock is wot as our rock, 8cc.]|of grapes, Cant, vii. 7. the ordinances of the falfe 
That is, the gods of the heathens, the rock in}church are like clufters of bitter grapes, both for their 
which they trufted, are not like the God of J/rae/,| quantity and quality ; and may mean alfo their many 
the rock of falvation; in which all true believers,jevil works and actions, efpecially their oppreffion 
whether ‘fees or Gentiles, place their confidence ;|and cruelty in perfecuting the faints, and fhedding 
and. indeed let that be what it will that is fhort of|their blood ; juft as the wild grapes of the vine of 
Cbrift the rock, men lay the ftrefs of their falva-|7udab are interpreted of oppreffion and acry, J/- 
tion on, ‘it is no rock but fand, and will ftand them|v. 4, 7. 
in no ftead; fee Matt. vii. 24—27. even our ene-| y. 33. Their wine is the poifon of dragons, &c.} 
mies themfelves being judges; as has been confeffed |Of thefe creatures, both land and fea dragons, fee 
of the God of J/rael by the heathens; fee Exod.|the notes on Mic. i. 8. Mal. i. 3. Pliny fays! the 
xiv. 25. Numb. xxiii, 8, 1 Sam. iv. 8. and was by {dragon has no poifon in it; yet, as Dalechamp in 
Titus. with refpect to the deftruction of. Feru/alem ; |his notes on that writer obferves, he in many places — 
fee the note on ¥..27. and by the Roman empe- |prefcribes remedies againft the bite of the dragon ; 
rors when, conquered by the Chriftians, who afked |but Heliodorus ™ expretsly fpeaks of fome archers 
pardon. of the God, of the Chriftians, and. owned|whofe arrows were. infected with the poifon of dra+ 
that the God of. Cou/tantine was the true God ; fee/gons.; and Leo Africanus” fays, the Atlantic dra- 
the note on Rev. vi. 16. gons are exceeding poifonous : and yet other wri- 
¥. 32. For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and\ters® befides Pliny have afferted, that they are free 
of the fields of Gomorrah, &c.} This refpects, the |from poifon, It feems the dragons of Greece are 
falfe Ghriftians in the Roman empire, who fhould|without, but not thofe of Africa and Arabia ; 
have taken warning by the Yews, and not have em- |and to thefe Mo/es has refpect, as being well known 
braced fuch fentiments of theirs, which had been|to him. The Targum.ot Ferufalemis, * the poi-, - 
refented by the Lord, and condemned in them ;|fon of this people is like the poifon of dragons as, 
fuch as the doctrines of man’s free-will, of jufti-|they drink wine.;” and the Targum of Fonathan, 
fication and falvation not alone by Chri/?, but by|‘* as the poifon of dragons, when they are at or. 
their. own works of-righteoufnels, faying, our band|from their wine ;” that is, after and as foon as they 
is high, and the Lord hath not done all this, ¥.27.\haye drank it; for according to natural hifto-» 
Now. out of the-errors and herefies which arofe in{rians, ferpents, though they need and ufe but little. 
the primitive, Chrifian church fprung the man ofjdrink, yet are very fond of wine: and it feems. 
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erected a trophy with this infcription. on it, ‘* the 


fin, the fon of perdition, Axtiebrifi, or the anti- 
chriftian-and apoftate church of Rome, the degene- 
rate plant of a ftrange vine; and is here defcribed 
as of the vine of Sodom, a flip from that, tran{plant- 
ed from fudea, and from the worfe part of it Sodom , 
bearing a refemblance to.the.old Fewzb church in 
its more degenerate, late, reviving many of its 
antiquated .rites and ceremonies, and embracing its 
unfound doétrines ; efpecially which relate to jutti- 
fication, and falvation by the works of men; and 
having fuch a likenefs.to Sodomin its abominable 
practices, that. it is even called Sodom itfelf, Rev. 
xi. 3. particularly for pride, luxury, idlenefs,. ido- 
latry, prophanenefs, contempt of, ferious religion, 
and for bodily uncleannefs ; even, for that. fin which 
has its name from,Sedom, which has not only been 
frequently committed by the popes and other great 
perfonages among them,, and) connived at; but, 
praifed and commended in printed books, publifhed 
and fheltered under. public. authority ; fee the note 
on Rev, xi. 8. and with this compare Ezek. xvi. 


4g. and of the fields of Gomorrah another city of [4 verGonsof this claufe itis incurable; and fo Ari-- 


that thereby their poifon becomes more {harp and, 
intenfe, as Bochart® obferves ; wherefore the al-- 
lufion is very proper and pertinent, and denotes the 
wine of fornication of the apoftate church of Rome, , 
frequently fpoken of Rev. xiv. 8. and xvii. 2. and 
Xvili. 3. which is no other than her corrupt doc- 
trines, intoxicating, enticing, and leading to ido- 
latry and fuperftition ; and as the true gofpel of 
Chryt is fometimes compared to wine, fo the falfe 
doctrines of this church ; but then ’tis fuch that is. 
not only loathfome and abominable, but poifonous. 
and pernicious to the fouls of men, damnable and. 
ruinous, and brings upon them fwift deftruétion, 
2 Pet. i. 1, 2, 3. Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. and may. 
well be compared to the poifon of dragons for fuch. 
teafons; as alfo becaufe they are doétrines of 
devils, and come from the great dragon, that old 
ferpent called the devil and fatan, 2 Tim. iv. 1. Rev. 
Xli. 3, 9. and the cruel venom of afps ; which of all. 
Kind of ferpents Pliny 4 fays is the leaft curable; 
nay, according to the Septuagint, and Vulgate La. 


the plain, deftroyed for, the fame fins that Sodom |/ftotle fays * there is no remedy-for it; and fo fays, 


was ; the phrafe fignifies the fame.as before ; who | #iianus +, who alfo. obferves «, that the mark it. 


has.not heard of the apples and fruits of Gomorrab,\makes is fo fmiall, that it is fcarcely difcerned by 


which. are faid to look very fair and beautiful with- |che. fharpeft eye. 
out, but when touched fall into afhes ? a fit em- vengeful creature ; when its mate is killed by any, _ 
blem of the fair fhew of religion and devotion, and ‘it will purfue the flayer flee where he will, anda 


1 Nat. Hift,,I:2g, ¢. 4. # 
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far and as faft as he.can: it breaks through all dif- | take vengeance on Antichrift, whom he will de- 
ficulties, and is not to be ftopped by rivers, or any| {troy with the breath of his mouth, and fend that fon 
obftacles, and will attack the perfon; whom it pre-|of perdition into the perdition appointed for him ; 
fently knows, let him be in ever fuch a crowd: and]and pour out the vials of his wrath on all the anti: 
therefore it and its poifon miay well be called cruel ;)chriftian ftates, the time of which is next pointed 
_andas the poifon of this creature lies under its|at: their foot /ball flide in due time, there is a time 


tongue, thisis a fit fimile to exprefs the poifonous 
and pernicious doétrines of the apoftate church, 
¥. 34. Is not this laid up in ftore with me, 8c.) 


fixed for the reign of Ahtichrift, when it will end, 
42 months, or 1260 days ; that is, fo many years ; 
tee Rev. xi, 2. and xiii. 5. and a little before the 


The fruit of the degenerate vine, its bitter cluiters}expiration of them, his foot will begin to flide, as 


of grapes, and poifonous wine ; meaning the evil 
principles and practices of the apoftate church, 
well known to God, taken notice of by him, and 
laidup ii his mind and memory; for both fhe and 
her fins will come in remembrance before God, and 
will be brought to open view, and appear to have 
been laid up by him, in order to be expofed ata 
proper time; fee Rev. xvi. 19. and xviii, 5. and 
fo the Targums interpret it of evil works : or this 
may be underftood of the punifhment ofthe evil 
doétrines and practices of the antichriftian church, 
the fentericé of which God had fecretly pafied in his 
eternal mind, and which he had in referve, and 
in due time Would éxecute; it was drawn and 
figned by him, and as he fays, fealed up among my 
treafures, his treafures of wrath, denoting the fe- 


the flipping of the foot is juft before a fall; and 
then will the foot of Antichrif# Nip and flide, when 
the witneffes flain by him fhall revive and ftand up- 
on their feet, and caufe fear to fall on them that 
are on the earth; and when they fhall afcend up 
into heaven, or rife to fuperior power and autho- 
rity, greatnefs and fplendor, than they formerly 
had, and this in the fight of their enemies; and 
when there will be earthquakes and revolutions in 
the feveral antichriftian ftates ; and the tenth part 
ofthe great city fhall fall, and many perfons of re- 
nown be flain, and others frighted, and will give 
glory to'the God of heaven ; whenan angel, or a 
fet of gofpel minifters, fhall fly in the midft of hea- 
ven, with the everlafting gofpel, to preach to all na- 
tions ; which will be immediately followed by an- 


crecy of it, andthe {ure and certain performance of |other, faying, Badylon is fallen, is fallen; when the 


it, and the authority of Chri? to execute it ; to 
whom this fealed diploma is given, and all judg- 
ment committed’; and particularly this to judge 


kings of the earth will diflike and refent various 
things done by the pope of Rome, and fhall hate 
him, and meditate his ruin, and then may his foot 


the whore of Rowe; and who is able to open'the|be faid to flide; fee Rev. xi. 11, 13. and xiv. 6, 


fealed book of God’s purpofes and decrees, and to 
accomplifh them ; arid among the reft thote which 
relate to the utter ruin of Aztichriff, and the anti- 
chriftian flates : fo the Targum of Ferufalem inter- 
préts it of the vengeance of the Lord, laid up for 
the wicked ;- “* is not the cup of the judgment of 


7,8. and xvii. 16. for the day of their calamity ié 
at hand ; acloudy day, as the word fignifies, when 
the kingdom of the beaft will be full of darknefs 
and confufion, Rev. xvi. 10. and when all thofe ca- 
lamities fhall come upon Babylon, expreffed in Rev. 
xiii. 8—19. and the things that fhall come upon them 


vengeance mixed and prepared for the ungodly| make baffe,; even all thofe evil things God has de- 
fealed up among my treafures, to the day of the/termined in his counfels and purpofes, and which are 
great jtidement ?” itis true of the cup of the wine of| foretold in prophecy, thefe fhall come upon Anéi- 
the fiercenefS of the wrath of God, or of the wine] chr7? in hafte ; for though hisjudement and dam- 


of the wrath of God poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation, which he will make 
great Babylon, and all the worfhippers of the beatt, 
drink of; Rev. xiv. 9,.10. and Xvi. 19. 

¥. 35+ To me belongeth vengeance and recompence, 
&c.} Or, 1 will repay, or recompenfe, as it is quoted 
in Rom. xii. 39. Heb. x. 30. and fo all the three 
Targums, the Septuagint, and Vulgate Latin ver- 
fions* here, ahd fo ‘farchi interprets it. 
belongs only to a divine perfon, not to an heathen 


nation may feem to linger and flumber, it fhall not ; 
God will haften it in his due time, and all his 


judgments will come on Babylon in one day, Rev. 


Xviil. 8. 

¥. 36. For the Lord fhall judge bis people, &c.] 
The true'church and members of it, in oppofition 
to the falfé and apoftate church; his chofen and 
covenant-people, whom he gave to Chri/?, and 


Vengeance|who are redeemed by his blood, and effectually 


called by hisgrace ; the people he fhall call out of 


deity called Dice, or vengeance, As xxviii, 4.| Babylon, or preferve from the corruptions of it be- 
nor to Satan and his fpiteful angels, nor to any of|fore its fall ; and who are the objects of his love 


the fons of men in a private capacity ; though magi- 
ftratés, being in public office; and reprefenting 
God, are revengers to execute wrath on them that 


and delight; a diftinét, peculiar, and fpecial peo- 
ple, near unto him, and all righteous: thefe he 
will judge ‘at this time, diftinguifh between them 


do evil, Rom. xiii. 4. otherwife it is peculiar to|and the followers of Antichrift ; he will take their 
God ; and there is a'great deal of reafon to believe |caufe in hand, and plead it, and do juftice to them ; 


he will recompenfe it, as it may be concluded from 
his hatred of fin, his ftri€t juftice, and his faithful- 
nefs tohis’ threatenings as well as his promifes ; 
from: the inftances of his vengeance on the old 


world, on Sodom and Gomorrah, and others; and 


from his taking vengeance on the inventions even 


he will right their wrongs and injuries, and take 
vengeance on their enemies; he will protect and 
defend them, reign and rule over them. Now 
will be the time when the witneffes flain are raifed, 
that he will take to himfelf his great power and 
reign, and the time of the dead when they will be 


of god men, whofe fins he pardons and efpecially judged, and a reward given to his fervants and 


from his not {paring his own Son, when ftanding 
in the law-place and ftead of finners: and this is 
._ applicable to CArif#, who not only in the days of 
his flefh took vengeance on Satan, and his princi- 
lities and powers; and when he’ came in his 
angdorn and power, took vengeance on the ews 


; {ies, who would not have him to rule over 
Det tat alfo at his fpiritual coming, he will|prophefy in fackcloth, and who will be flain 


2 


prophets, to his faints, and all that fear his name ; 
and when he will deftroy them that have deftroyed 
the earth, Rev. xv. 17, 18. fo the Targum of ‘Fo- 
nathan interprets this of the Word of the Lord 
that fhall judge his’ people in mercy: and repent 
himfelf for bis fervants ; by whom are meant not 
only the minifters of the gofpel, his witneffés tha 
when 
they 
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they have finifhed their teftimony ; but all that are|God in thefe their diftreffes : and wlien the Lord — 
effectually called by grace, who though they have|fhall fee all this, he’ll look upon them with an eye 
been the fervants of fin, and the vaflals of Satan,)of pity and compafiion ; he will repent for his 
yet by. the grace of God become the fervants of|fervants, according to the multitude of his tender 
God and of righteoufnels ; diflike and caft off their}mercies ; and will plead their caufe; and jud 

old mafters ;_ readily, willingly, and chearfully,|them, and will put on the garments of vengeance, 
take upon them the yoke of Chriff, and freely obey}and repay fury and recompence to his and their ~ 
him, conitrained by his love, and influenced byjenemies, J/: lix. 16, 17; 18. who will infultin 
views of intereft in him; andsfo ferve him without} fay as follows. 
any felfifh views, owning, that when they have] y.37. And he fhall fay, where are their gods? 
done all they can, they are but unprofitable fer-|8c.} Not the Lord fhall fay to [/rael, upbraiding 
vants: now for or on account of thefe he will re-|/them with their idols and their idolatries ; bur, as 
pent himfelf, becaufe of the evils he has fuffered tothe Iargum of Fonathan, ‘* the enemy thall fay, 
come upon them, being moved with pity and com-|where is the God of J/rae/ ?” and to the fame pur- 
paffion to them in their miferable circumftances, as|pofe is the Ferufalem Targum, and which is the 
they will be in when the witnefies his fervants will|fenfe of other Fewi/h writers” ; andthe words may 
be flain; not that, properly fpeaking, repentance]be rendered imperfonally, and in the fingular num- 
is in God; he never changes his mind, countel,|ber, and it fhall be faid, where is their God? asit 
and purpofes ; he never alters his love, his choice,|follows, their rock in whom they trujted? that is, 
nor his covenant ; or repents of his gifts, and cal- it fhall be faid to the people of God, when in the 
ling of {pecial grace ; though he is fometimes {aid} low eftate before defcribed, and which will make it 
to repent of outward good things he has beftowed,|ftill more diftrefling ; it fhall be faid to them by 
6r promifed to beftow conditionally ; and of evils|their enemies in a fneering way, where is the Lord 
he has threatened or inflicted ; yet this is only to be|their God they boafted of, and the rock of falva- 
underftood of a change of his outward dealings|!tion in whom they trufted ? which agrees with 
and difpenfations with men, according to his un-jother paflages of fcripture, Pf. xlii. 3, 10. and 
changeable will ; and this will be the cafe now|Ixxix. 10. Mic. vii. 9g. The perfons infulted and — 
with refpect to his fervants, whom he will have fuf-|upbraided are the Prote/tant witneffes at the time of 
fered to be flain, and lie unburied ; but repenting|their being flain; when they that dwell upon the 
or changing his manner of conduct to them, willlearth, the Papifts, jhall rejoice over them, Rev. 
revive them, and caufe them to afcend to heaven ;|xi. 10. they are fuch who are true believers in the 
fee Rev. xi. 11, 12. when he feeth that their|God and father of Cérift, as their God and father 
power is gone; not the hand and power of thelin Chriff, who of his own free grace has blefled 
enemy, going and prevailing over them, and ftrong|them with all fpiritual bleffings in him ; and who 
upon them, as the Zargum of Jonathan and Farchi ;\truft in Chri/t the rock alone for juftification before 
but rather the hand and power of the righteous, as}|God, for acceptance with him, and for their whole 
the Targum of Ferufalem;, and refpects not their in-|falvation ; rejecting the Papi notion of juftifica- 
ternal power and ftrength, which they have not in|tion by works, the doétrines of merit, and of 
themfelves, but in Chri, though the exertion of|works of fupererogation, and the like ; who now 
that power, and the exercife of their graces, as|will be taunted at, and triumphed over, faying, 
faith, and hope, and love, will be greatly declined ;]where is the God of the Prote/tants they gloried in, 
but their external power, and protection which|as being on their fide? and where is their rock on 
they had from proteftant princes ; they being re-|which they fay the church is built, and not on Pe- 
moved, and others not like them fucceeding, or|ter 2 

apoftatizing to the church of Kome: the outward) y. 38. Which did eat the fat of their facrifices, 
court, or national eftablifhments, are a fence and|!and drank the wine of their drink-offerings, &c.]} 
protection to the iriward court-worfhippers, or fer-] Alluding to the fat of the facrifices under the law, 
vantsof God; when that fhall be given to the Gez-| which was claimed by the Lord as his, and repre- 
tiles, the Papifts, as it will, Rev. xi. 2. the power|fented as his food, Zev. iii. 11, 16. and to the 
ot hand, the prote¢ting fheltering hand of the}drink-offerings of wine, which were of a fweet 


¥ 


ee. 


faints will be gone, and they will become a prey to 
their adverfaries : and there is none fut up or left , 
a phrafe ufed to exprefs the miferable ftate and con- 
dition of a people, when none are left, but all are 
carried off, or cut off, and deftroyed, and there is 
none to help them; fee 1 Kings xiv. 10. and xxi, 
21. 2 Kings ix. 8. and xiv. 26. when there are none 
fhut upin garrifons, and left there to defend a peo- 
ple; or there are none fhut up in prifon, or any 
left to till the ground ; which is fometimes the cafe 
when a nation is conquered, and the greater part 
are carried captives ; but it denotes fucha general 
déftruétion, that there are none remaining any 
where, and thus it will be at the flaying of the 
witheffes. This paflage has refpect to their dead 
bodies, which will not be fhut up in graves; nor 
any left to bury them, Kev; xi.g. There will 
fcarcely be a profeffor of religion, or any that will 
appear to favour the witnefits flain in any refpect ; 
there will be “* none to fupport and uphold,” as 


favour to God, and with refpeé&t to which wine is 
faid to chear him, Numé. xv. 7. Fudg. ix. 13. Now 
new-teftament worfhip and fervices are here ex- 
preffed in old-teftament language, which is not 
unufual ; fee J/ lvi. 7. and lxvi. 2o——23, and 
fignify the beft of the facrifices and fervices of true 
believers in Chri?, prefenting their fouls and bodies 
unto him as a holy, living, acceptable facrifice, 
which is but their reafonable fervice ; offering their 
facrifices of prayer and praife ynto him through 
Chrift ; doing all good works in his name and 
{trength, and all acts of beneficence in love to him — 
and his people, with which facrifices he is well 
pleafed ; yea, chearfully laying down their lives — 
as victims in his caufe, when called unto it. Now 
thefe words are a taunt at the Protefant doétrine of | 
the acceptance of the fervice and facrifices of be- 
lievers in Chri, through him, and for his fake, 
and not for any merit or worthinefs in them: Jet 
them rife up and belp you, their God and their reck, + 


the Targum of Ferufalem ; not to fupport and up-| Fehovah the father, their covenant-God, and his’ 
hold the true religion, or to help the people of}Son the rock of their falyation, in whom they | 
truft ¢ 


® Aben Ezra & R, Neh®miah in Jarchi in loe. 2 
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truft ; and fo they wil] arife and help them in this|Targum of Ferufalem, ‘ I am he that kills the liv- 
time of extreme diitrefs; though they may feem}** ing in this world, and quickens the dead in the 
as afleep, and to take no notice of the fad eftate|‘* world to come :” but it refers to another refur- 
of faints, they will arife in wrath and indignation|reCtion previous to that, namely, the reviving of 
at their enemies, and deliver them out of their|the witnefles after they have been flain three days 3 
hands ; the Spirit of life from God fhall be fent|who as they will be killed in a civil fenfe, in the 
to bring to life the flain witneffes, and Chrift will|{ame fenfe they will be quickened by the {pirit of 
rife up in the exertion of his kingly power ; he|life from Chrift; that is, they will be raifed from 
will take to himfelf his great power, and reign, and {that very low eftate into which they will be brought, 
deftroy them that deftroyed the earth, Rev. xi. 11,into a glorious one, fignified by their afcending up 
17, 18. and be your protettion; or let him be your |into heaven ; which will be done by Chrift when 
hiding place*, that is, the rock in whom they {he takes to himfelf his great power, and reigns ; 
trufted, and fo he is, and will ‘be a” hiding-place |then as he fuffered his witnefles and people to be 
from the wind, and a covert from the ftorm, I/. xxxii.| wounded and killed, he will make them alive, and 
2. not only from the wrath and juftice of God,|heal them, and reftore comforts and happinefs to 
but from the rage and fury of men; Chrift will|them, fee Rev. xi. 11, 12: neither is there any that 
protect and defend his people againft all their ene-|can deliver out of my band; for at the fame time 
mies, and in his own time will deliver them from] that he faves his people, he will take their enemies 
them; who in anfwer to thefe taunts and derifions,|into his hands, out of which there will be no 
rifes up, and thus he fays, as follows. efcape; at this time feven thoufand names of men, 
¥. 39. See now that I, even Iam he, &c.}jor men of name, will be flain, Rev. xi. 13.. fee 
Which words are directed to the people of God in| the note there. 
their low eftate, to look to Chrift, and expect de-|_ y¥. 40. For Lift up my hand to heaven, &c. | 
liverance and falvation from him ; or to their ene- | Which is a gefture ufed in {wearing, Gen. xiv. 22. 
mies that infult them, to the defpifers to look, andjand is afcribed to a divine perfon, Ezek. xx. 5. 
wonder, and perifh, as they will, when the wit-|and particularly to Chrift the angel, that is fo won- 
neffes flain by them fhall arife, and go up to hea-|derfully defcribed, Rev. x. 1—5. though fome- 
ven in their fight, Rev. Xi, 11, 12, 13. they are|times it is ufed, as ben Ezra obferves, to excite 
fpoken by the Word and Son of God, to whom|the attention of hearers, but here it fignifies fwear- 
the Father has committed all judgment, and who|ing; and fo the Zargums of Jonathan and Ferufalem : 
will iw rife up and execute it; fo the Targum of|paraphrafe it, ‘I have lift up my hands with an oath 
“Fonathan, ** when the Word of the Lord fhall re-|to heaven ;” and to the fame fenfe is the Septuagint 
«« veal himfelf to redeem his people, he will fay to|verfion: and fay, I live for ever; which is the 
** all people, fee now, Sc.” and who will declare|form of an oath; when men fwear, they are to 
himfelf to be the great Jehovah, the felf-exiftent}{wear the Lord liveth, or to fwear by the living 
Being, the eternal and immutable Iam; for this}God, and him only, Jer. iv. 2. and when the 
phrafe is expreffive of his exiftence, eternity, im-| Lord {wears in this manner, he fwears by his life, . 
mutability, and fovereignty ; and which the above|by himfelf, becaufe he can fwear by no greater; 
Targum paraphrafes thus, ‘* fee now that] am hejand his form of {wearing is, as truly as I live, 
« that have been, and am, and I am he that fhall|/aith the Lord, Numb. xiv. 21, 28. fo the above 
“¢ be,” which as it is a decyphering the word Je-|angel is faid to {wear by him that liveth for ever 
hovah, is what is applied to Chrift, Rev. i. 8.]and ever, Rev. x. 6. and fince Chrift is the living 
The repeating: the word J, as it may denote the|God, without beginning of days, and end of life, 
vehement affection of the fpeaker, and the certainty}and lives for’ evermore, he may be thought to 
of what he would do, fo it may have refpect to|f{wear by himfelf, by his own life, which is for 
both forts of perfons, the words are directed to,}ever; and as the oath of the Lord is ufed in con- 
and to the feveral forts of things to be done here-|defcenfion by him, to confirm the faith of his peo- » 
after related ;' fignifying that it is the fame I that|ple in the immutability of his counfel and pro- , 
does the one,does alfo the other, kills and makes) mifes, and to afcertain unto them the fure per- 
alive, &@c. and there is no god with me, this the re-|formance of them; fo it is alfo ufed to affure 
deemer and faviour fays elfewhere, J/ xliv. 6. and|wicked men of the certain performance of his 
xlv. 21. fee y. 12. there is but one God, and}threatenings; and it is as if Chrift here faid, as 
Chrift the Word, with the Father and the Spirit|fure. as I am the living God, and do, and fhall 
are that one God, 1 Fohnv.7. and there is no|live for ever, I will moft certainly do the things 
other with him; he is the true God, in oppofition| which next follow. 
to all factitious and fictitious gods; he is,nota| .¥. 41. If J whet my glittering fword, &c.| That 
made god, nor a god by office, nor by.name and|is, Iwill do it as fure as 1 live, if I do not, be it 
title only, but by nature the one, true, only. and|fo and fo; what that is, is not faid, but left to 
living God ; and fo it may be moft truly believed|be concluded. A glittering fword, is a fword 
of him, that he is able,to do, and will do, what| drawn, the blade of it drawn out of the fcabbard, 
he next fays: J kill and I make alive, I wound .and\cleaned and _polifhed, whetted and made fharp, 
I heal; Chrift is the fovereign difpofer of life.and|that it may more, eafily penetrate and pierce ; and 
death, of ficknefs and health, in a temporal fenfe ;|this being brandifhed, glitters like lightening, as 
and.in a fpiritual fenfe he wounds and kills, _by|the word ufed fignifies. Whetting the fword is a 
the law in. the hand of his Spirit; and he heals|preparation for doing execution with it; and is a 
and makes alive by his gofpel, as it is accompa-|warning, a giving notice of it, as girding the. 
nied by -his/Spirit and. grace. alfo: this is by fome|fword on the thigh alfo is afcribed to Chrift, P/- 
referred tosthe refurrection from, the dead, which|xlv. 3. This fword intends a fword of juftice, the 
' will be by:Chrift the refurrection. and the ,life, the | tharp {word {aid to proceed out of the mouth of 
earneit,, exemplar, and efficient caufe of it; fo the ‘ania the judiciary. fentence which he will pro- 
; nounce 
* P"TVND abfconfio, Pagninus, Montanus ; latibulum, Tigurine-verfion; latebra, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
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nounce and execute on Antichrift, and all his fol- 
lowers, Rev. xix. 15, 21. and my hand take hold 
on judgment ; in order to execute its the allufion 
is to the laying hold on the inftruments of juftice 
and death, as the glittering fword before men- 
tioned, and arrows afterwards; and may have re- 
fpect to the four fore judginents, or at leaft to 
fome of them, which the Lord will execute on 
myitical Babylon, Ezek. xiv. 21. Rev. xviii. 8. and 
particularly to the feven vials of God’s wrath, 
which will be poured out on the antichriftian ftates, 
Rev. xvi. 1 will render vengeance to mine enemies, 
and 1 will reward them that hate me; his enemies 
that hate him, and will not have him to rule over 
them, are the followers of Antichrift, who has his 
name from his oppofition’ to Chrift, his hatred of 
him, and enmity againft him; oppofing him in 
his kingly office, taking upon him to exercife do- 
minion and tyranny over the confciences of men, 
making new laws, and impofing them on them, 
and difpenfing with the laws of Chrift; and fetting 
afide his prieftly office by the facrifice of the mafs, 
granting pardons: and indulgences, and advancing 
the works and merits of men, in oppofition to the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, and pretending even to 
works of fupererogation ; making of none effect, 
_as much as in him lies, his prophetic office, by 
fetting up unwritten traditions before the word of 
God, and making them the rule of faith and prac- 
tice, and affuming to himfelf an infallible inter- 
pretation of the fenfe of fcripture. The vengeance 
Chrift will render as a righteous reward to thofe 
his enemies, is exprefléd by deftroying Antichrift 
with the breath of his mouth; by the beaft go- 
ing into perdition ; by leading them captive, who 
have led others; by killing them with the fword, 
who have killed others with it; by pouring out 
the vials of his wrath on them; by giving them 
the cup of the wine of the fiercenefs of his wrath ; 
by {miting them with the fword that comes out of 
his mouth, and by bringing upon them death, 
mourning, and famine, and burning them with 
fire ; all which he will moft furely render unto 
them, 2 Theff. ii. 8. Rev. xiii. ro. and xv. 1. and 
xvii. 8. and xviii. 8. and xix. 15, 20, 21. 

¥. 42. I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, 
&c.] Signifying, that by various judgments he 
would bring upof them, which, like arrows, would 
come fuddenly, fly fwiftly, and pierce deeply, there 
would be a prodigious effirfion of blood like that 
in Rev, xiv. 20. fo that thefe arrows, which caufe 
it, being plunged, and foaked, and covered in it, 
may be faid to be inebriated with it, juft as the 
fword is faid to be bathed and filled with blood, J/ 
XXXIV. 5. which prophecy refpects the fame ven- 
geance of Chrift on the felf-fame enemies of his 
as here; and as the whore of Rome is faid to be 
drunken with the blood of the faints and martyrs 
of Jefus, the arrows of her deftruction are ‘réepre- 
fented in juft retaliation as drunk with her blood, 
Rev, xvii. 6. (and my fword fhall devour flefh ;) the 
flefh of kings, of captains, of mighty men, of 
horfes, and of them that fit on them, the flefh of 
all men, ‘bond and free, {mall and great, Rev. xix. 
18. that is, fhall deftroy great multitudes of men : 
and that with the blood of the lain, and of the cap- 
tives ; that is, his arrows fhould be drunk not only 
with the blood of thofé that were wounded and kil- 
led, burt of the captives ; who commonly ate fpa! 
red, but in this cafe fhould not, their blood fhould 
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be fhed: it may be rendered, decaufe of the blood 
of the flain, &c. ” becaufe of the blood of the faints 
whom they have killed, and carried captive, and 
who have died in prifons: from the beginning of 
revenges upon the enemy, or of the enemy; that is, 
from the time the enemy began to opprefs the faints, 
and take revenge on them, and fhed their blood ; 
all that blood fhall be found in them, that has been 
from the beginning fhed, and charged to their ac- 
count, and revenged on them; juft as the blood of 
all the righteous, from the beginning of the world, 
was brought upon the ews, Matt. xxiii. 35. Rev. 
Xviil. 24. The Targum of Ferufalem is, ** from: 
“« the heads of their mighty men, the generals of 
“« their armies ;'? to which agrees the Septuagint 
verfion, “* from the head of the princes of the 
*< enemies ;” and fo may refer to the head or heads 
of the antichriftian people, the pope of Rome, and 
his princes, the cardinals, and all the antichriftian 
kings and ftates, the captains and generals of their 
armies, which will be brought to 4rmageddon, and 
there deftroyed, fee P/- Ixviii. 21. Rev. xvi. 14, . 
16. and xvii. 14. and xix. 18, 19, 21. 
¥. 43. Rejoice, Oye nations, with bis people, me" 
Or rejoice ye nations, who are his people; fo Kimchs 
and Ben Melech interpret it ; the Gentiles, who are 
the Lord’s chofen and covenant-people, redeemed 
and called, and the fulnefs of them now brought 
in, and fo matter of great rejoicing ; or rather, as 
the Septuagint, which is approved and confirmed 
by the apoftle Paul, rejoice ye Gentiles with bis peo- 
ple, Rom. xv. 10. and as it is there applied to the 
then ftate of the chriftian church, when Jews and 
Gentiles were incorporated and united together ; fo 
here it refpects future time, when as the fulnefS of 
the Gentiles will be brought in, fo the Fews will 
be converted, and the /o-ammi will be taken off 
from them, and they will be reckoned among the 
people of God; and Yews and Gentiles will be join-. 
ed together in the fame gofpel-church-ftate, and fo 
are called upon to’ rejoice in their common falva- 
tion, and in their common bleffings and privileges, 
and particularly for what follows: for be will 
avenge the blood of his fervants, and will render ven= 
geance to bis adversaries, by bis fervants are meant 
the martyrs of Jefus, whofe blood has’ been fhed by 
Antichrift, and the antichriftian powers, his adver- 
faries ; as the blood of the Waldenjes in the valleys 
of Piedmont, the Albigenfes in Spain, and the Petro- 
bruffians in France, the Bohemians in Germany, the 
Wickliffites, Lollards, and the martyrs in queen Mary’s 
days in England, with many others; and when 
inquifition is made for blood, the blood of thofe’ 
will be found out, and’ vengeance rendered for it + 
and will be merciful unto bis land, and to bis peo- 
ple; or will atone for*, expiate, cleanfé and purge 
both land and people; clear the whole earth, which 
is the Lerd’s, from Mahometanifm, Paganifm and 
Popery, and cover it with the knowledge of the 
Lord by the everlafting ‘gofpel, which will be 
preached to all nations; and particularly the land 
of Canaan, laid under an anathema or curfe, as. 
threatened, Mal. iv. 6. under which it has Jain 
ever fince the deftruétion of it by the Romans, 
and has ever fince been inhabited by Pagans, Ma- 
hometans and Papifts; and though once a land 
flowing’ with milk and honey, has been turned 
into a barren wildernefs, and will thus remain, and 
Ferufalem, its metropolis, trodden down by the 
Gentiles, until their times are fulfilled ; which now 
will 
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will be, and then it will be reftored to its former|of the law, and the above fong, which was the 
fruitfulnefs and fertility, Luke xxi. 24. Ezek. xxxiv.|feventh of Adar or February ; according to the Tar- 
25, 26,27. and will be inhabited by the converted] gum of onathan, the day he died on; according 
Fews, to whom the Lord will be pacified, upon|to the Egyptian calender’, it was the 16th of that 
the foot of Chrift’s atonement, which now will be|month, fee ch. xxxiv. 5 : /aying; as follows. 
made known and applied untothem, withthe full} 9.49. Get thee up into this mountain Abarim, 
and free pardon of al] their fins, Rom. xi. 25, 26,27.|&c.] Which was near in fight, and pointed at ; 
and thus ends this moit excellent and wonderful}it was a range of mountains, of which fee Numd. 
fong, which is of fuch a large extent and compafs,}Xxi. 11. and xxvii, 12. and xxxiii. 47. unto mount 
as to reach from the beginning of the Fewi/h na-| Nebo; which was one of the mountains of Abarinz, 
tion, and before it, to the converfion of the Yews|and had its name either from its height, or a city 
in the latter day ;-an hiftory of more than four|of this name, to which it was near, fee Numb. 
thoufand years already ; and how long more is|Xxxii. 38. Ferom fays”, in his days it was fhewn 
yet to come before all in it is fulfilled, no man|fix miles from Hefhbom to the eaft; it fhould be 
can fay. 3 read to the weft : which is in the land of Moab, it 
¥. 44. And Mofes came, &c.] To the people, as|formerly belonged to it, but was taken. from the 
the Greek verfion, the heads of the people being|AZoabites by Sibon, and now poffefled by J/rael : 
gathered together according to his order, ch. xxxi.|¢hat is over-againft Fericho ; which lay on the other 
28. The Targum of Fonathan fays, he came from| fide of Fordan, in the land of Canaan: and behold 
the tabernacle, the houfe of inftruction : and {pake| the land of Canaan which I give unto the children of 
all the words of this fong in the ears of the people ;\T/rael for a poffefion; which he might take a view 
which is obferved both before and after the reading]of from the high mountain of Nebo, efpecially his 
‘of it, to fhew the certainty of it, and how punc-|fight being ftrengthened by the Lord, as no doubt 
tually and faithfully he had delivered it: be, and|it was; and this would give him a pleafure to be- 
Hofhea the fon of Nun; the fame with Fo/bua, whofe|hold, though he might not go into it, and con- 
name at firft was Hofbea, Numb. xiii. 16. probably | firm his faith, that J/rael would poffefs it, as well 
Fofoua read the fong to one part of the people,|as be an eanblem to him of the heavenly Canaan, 
whilft Mo/es read it to the other. he was going to inherit. 
¥. 45. And Mofes made an end of {peaking all| ¥. 50. And die in the mount whither thou goeft 
thefe words to all Ijrael.| Finifhed all he had to|#p, &c.] Immediately after having taken a view 
fay to them from the Lord, whether by way of|of the land, expect to die, prepare for it, and wil- 
precept, moral, civil and ceremonial, or in the|lingly and chearfully fubmit to it: and be gathered 


form of a fong. 


unto thy people; to the fpirits of juft men made 


¥.46. And he faid unto them, &c.] By way of|perfect in heaven, his more immediate and more 


exhortation : fet your hearts to all the words which 
J teftify among you this day; it was not enough to 
hear them,, but they were to lay them up in their 
hearts, and retain them in their memories; and 
not only fo, but revolve them in their minds, and 
clofely apply to the confideration of them, and get 
the true knowledge and fenfe of them, and put it 
in practice: which ye foall command your children to 
obferve to do, all the words of this law; which 
fhows, that the exhortation does not refpect the 
fong only, but the whole law delivered in this 
book; which they were not only to attend to them- 
felves, but to tranfmit to their children, and en- 
join them the obfervance of, that fo religion might 
~be perpetuated in their pofterity._ 
¥.47. For itis not a vain thing for you, &c.} That 
is, the law is not, and the obfervance of it in them 
and their children; it was no light and trifling mat- 
ter, but of great importance and confequence, 
obedience to it being attended with rewards, and 
difobedience with punifhment; decaufe it is your 
life; if obeyed, the means .of a comfortable and 
happy life, in the enjoyment of all good things, 
of the prefervation and continuance of it.to.a length 
of time; and long life was always reckoned a great 
temporal mercy : 
prolong your days ia the land whither you go over 
Fordan to poffe/s it; that is, through their obe- 
dience to the law they fhould live long in the land 
of Canaan, which they were juft going to pofiels ; 
which explains what is meant by its being their 
life; their comfortable living, and continuance in 


the land depended on their obedience to the law 5] Numb. 


fee I/. i. 19, 20, 
¥. 48. And. the Lord 


Jame day, &c.] On which he finifhed the reading | does No/dius ‘ he faw, it at a diftance, 


' ® Apud Ludolf Lex. Ethiop. p. $37. 
p. 626, fo Ainfworth. 


> De loc, Heb, fol. 93. N. 


remote anceftors, the fouls of good men; for 
otherwife there were none that died, and were bu- 
ried here before him, and therefore can have no re- 
{pect to the burying-place of his people: as Aaron 
thy brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered 
unto bis people, of which Mo/es was an eye-witnels ; 
and which is obferved, becaufe there was a great 
likenefs between the death of him, and what Mofes 
was now called to, both as to the place and man- 
ner of it; and likewife the caufe of it, after men- 
tioned; as alfo to make death more eafy and fami- 
liar, and lefs terrible to him, when he called to 
mind how calmly, chearfully and comfortably his 
brother Aaron died ; fee Numb. xxvi, 25—29. 

¥. 51. Becauje ye tre/paffed againft me among the 
children of Ifrael, &c.| By their unbelief, doubt- 
ing whether God would give water or no to fuch a 
rebellious people, and by giving way to paffion and 
wrathful expreffions: and this was done af tbe 
waters of Meribab-kadefb , fo called, to diftinguifh 
it from another Meribah, where alfo there was a 
contention on account of water: in the wilderne/s 
of Zin; where Kade/h was, and further defcribes 
and diftinguifhes the place; of the one we read in 
Exod. xvii. 7. and of the other, which is here re- 


and through this thing ye foall\terred to, in Numb. xx. 1, 13. becaufe ye fanitified 


me not in the midft of the children of I/rael; thro” 
their unbelief and difagreeable behaviour, they 
fanétified him not themfelves, and gave no honour 
to him, nor were the caufe of his being fanctified by 
the J/raelites; and this was the reafon why Mo/es 
and Aaron might not enter into the land of Cazaan, 
XX. 12. and xxvii. 12, 13, 14. 

52. Yet thou fhalt fee the land before thee, 


Jpake unto Mofes the felf- &c.] Which Farchi interprets afar off; and fo 


as the Old 
Tefta- 


© Ebr, part. Concord. 
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Teftament-faints faw the things promifed afar off,jwhich they were not to be introduced by Mo/es, 
and were perfuaded of them, though they did not|but by Fo/bua ; fignifying that eternal life, or the 
enjoy them, Hed. xi. 13: but thou foalt not go tbi-\ heavenly Canaan, is the git of God through Chrift, 
ther unto the land which 1 give the children of Irael;|\the antitype of Fofhua, and not to be obtained by 
the land of Canaan was a gift of God to J/rae/, into}the works of the law. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


ees chaptet felates the bleffings Mg/és pro-|‘* and the brightnefs of the glory of his Shekinab 
nounced upon the people of J/rael a little|‘* went from Gebal :” he fhined forth from mount 
before his death; firft in general, on account of} Param; in which the metaphor of the fun rifing is 
their having a law given them in fo glorious a|continued, and as expreffive of its increafing light 


manner, ¥. 1—5. then in particular, the feveral 
tribes diftinétly are bleffed, Reuben, ¥. 6. Fudab, 
¥.7, Levi, ¥.8—11. Benjamin, y. 12. Fofeph, y. 
13—17. Zebulun and Iffachar, ¥. 18,19, Gad, ¥. 
20, 21. Dan, ¥. 22. Naphtali, ¥. 23. Aber, ¥. 
24, 25. and the chapter is concluded with fome 
ftrong intimations of what God was unto the peo- 
ple of J/rael in general, and of what he had done 
and would do for them; all which are expreffive 
of their great happinefs, ¥. 26—29. 


_y. 1. And this is the blefing wherewith Mofes the 
the man of God bleffed the children of Ifrael before 
bis death.| Namely, what is related in the fol- 
lowing verfes, this being the general title to the 


and fplendor: near to this mount was a wildernefs 
of the fame name, through which the children of 
Tfrael travelled, and where the Lord appeared to 
them: here the cloud refted when they removed 
from Sinai; here or near it, the Spirit of the Lord 
was given to the feventy elders, and from hence 
the fpies were fent into the land of Canaan, Numb. 
x. 12, and xi. 24. and xii. 16. and xiii. 3. in this 
wildernefs J/bmael and his pofterity dwelt, Gen. xxi. 
21. but it was not to them the Lord fhone forth 
here, as fay the above Fewi/h writers, and others *; 
but to the J/raelites, for here Mo/es repeated the law, 
or delivered to them what is contained in the book - 
of Deuteronomy, fee ch. i. 1. befide, in a literal 
fenfe, as thefe mountains were very near one an- 


chapter: Mojfes is called the man of God, being}other, as Saadiab Gaon obferves, the great light 
raifed up of God, and eminently qualified by him} which fhone on mount Sinai when the Lord de- 
with gifts for the work he was called unto, and by|fcended on it, might extend to the other moun- 
whom he was infpired to fay what is after ex=|tains and illuminate them, fee Had. iii. 3. and be 
preffed: it isa title given to prophets, 1 Sam. ix.|came with ten thoufands of faints; or holy angels, 
6,7, 8. and fo Onkelos here paraphrafes it, ‘‘ Mofesjas the Targums of Onkelos and Fonathan, and fo’ 
“¢ the prophet of the Lord,” and Aben Ezra ob-|Farchi ; which fenfe is confirmed by the authorities 
ferves, that this is faid to fhew that he bleffed J/|of Stephen the protomartyr, and the apoftle Paul, 
rael by a fpirit of prophecy, and which he did ajwho fpeak of the law as given by the difpofition 
little before his death, when very near it; and asjof angels, they being prefent, attending: and affift- 
the fame writer fays, on the very day of his death.|ing on that folemn occafion, és vii. 57. Gal. iii. 
y. 2. And he faid, &c.] What follows, ofj19, Heb. ii. 2. fee P/. Ixviii. 17. the appearance 
which, in fome things, he was an eye and ear-wit-|of thofe holy fpirits in fuch great numbers added” 
nefs, and in others was infpired by theSpirit of God, |to the grandeur and folemnity of the giving of the’ 
to deliver his mind and will concerning the future}|holy law to the people of J/rac/, as the attendance 
cafe and ftate of the feveral tribes, after he hadjof the fame on Chrift at his fecond coming will 
obferved the common benefit and bleffing they alljadd to the luftre and glory of it, Luke ix. 26. 2 
enjoyed, by having fuch.a law given them in the|Thef. i. 7, 8. from bis right hand went a fiery law 
manner it was: the Lord came from Sinai, there he|for them; the Ijraelites; Aben Ezra thinks, the. 
firft appeared to Mo/es, and fent him to Egypt, and|phrafe is right band, is in connexion with the pre- 


wrought miracles by him, and delivered his peo- 
ple J/rael from thence, and when they were come 
to this mount he came down om it, as Aden Ezra, 
from Gaon, or he came fo it; fo to Zion, Jf, lix. 
20. is out of or from Zion, Rom. xi. 26. here he 
appeared and gave the law, and from thence went 


ceding claufe ; and the fenfe is, that fire came from 
the law, thoufands of faints were at the right hand 
of God to furround J/rae/, as the horfes of fire 
and chariots of fire furrounded Elifba; and the’ 
meaning of the laft words, a law for them, a law 
which ftands or abides continually ; and fo the Sep- 


with J/rae/ through the wildernefs, and conducted |tuagint verfion is, * at his right hand angels with 


them to the land of Canaan: and rofe up from Seir\** him 


22 


:” no doubt, that law is meant which came 


unto them; not to the Edomites which inhabited!from God on mount Sinai, by. the miniftration of 


Seir, as fay Farchi, and the Targums of Fonathan 
and Ferufalem, but to the [/raelites when they com- 
paffed the land of Edom, and the Lord was with 
them, and gave them fome fignal proofs of his 
power and providence, kindnefs and goodnefs to 
them; particularly, as fome obferve, by appointing 
a brazen ferpent to be ereéted for the cure of thofe 
bitten by fiery ones, which was a type of the glo- 


angels into the hand of Mo/és; called a fiery law, 
becaufe. it was given out of the midit of the fire, 
ch. v. 26. fo the Targum of Onkelos, ‘* the writing. 
“of his right hand out of the midft of fire, the 
“* Jaw he gave unto us ;” and becaufe of its effeéts 
on the confciences of men, where it pierces and 
penetrates like fire, and works a fenfe of wrath 
and fiery indignation in them, by reafon of the 


rious redeemer and Saviour, and this was done on (tranfgreffions of it, it being the miniftration of 


the borders of Edom, fee Numb. xxi. 4, 8. for the condemnation and death on that account; and be- 
words here denote fome illuftrious appearance of caufe of its ufe, it ferves as a lanthern to the feet, 
the Lord, like that of the rifing fun; fo the Zar-|and a light to the path of good men: this law 
gum of Onkelos, “* the brightnels of his glory from} may include the judicial and ceremonial laws given 
‘© Seir was fhewn unto us ;” and that of Youathan,|at this time ; but it chiefly refpeéts the moral law, 


« Vid. Pirke Eliezer, ¢. 41. wa 
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and which may be faid to come from God, who, 
as creator, has a right to be governor of his crea- 
ture, and to enact what laws he pleafes, and from 
his right hand in allufion to men’s writing with 
their right hand, this being written by the finger 
of God; and becaufe a peculiar gift of his to the 
Tfrachtes, gifts being given by the right hand of 
men; and may denote the authority and power with 
which this law came inforced; and Chrift feems to 
be the perfon from whofe right hand it came; fee 
Pf. ixvili. 17, 18. Ads vii. 38. 

¥. 3. Yea, beloved the people, &c.] The peo- 
ple of Jrael, of which his giving the law to them 
in fuch a glorious manner was an inftance, and 
was a diftinguifhing blefling which other nations 
were not favoured with, fee ch. iv. 6, 8. Pf cxlvii, 
19, 20. Rom. ix. 4. how much more is the love 
ot God fhewn to his fpiritual J/rael and {pecial peo- 
ple, by giving them his gofpel, the precious truths, 
promiles, and ordinancés of it; and above all, in 
giving them his fon to be the redeemer and Saviour 


of them, as revealed therein! thefe he embraces in 
his arms and in his bofom, as the word here fig- 
nifies ; admitting them to great nearnefs and fa- 
miliarity with him, to commune with Father, 
Son, and Spirit, to a participation of all the. blef- 
fings of grace here, and to the enjoyment of glory 
hereafter: all bis faints are in-thy band, not the 
fons of Levi, who were round about the ark, as 
Aben Ezra interprets it; rather all the people of 
Tfrael, who were chofen to be an holy people to 
the Lord above all people, and who were the care 
of his providence, protected by his power, and 
guided with his right hand s and were in a won- 
derful manner kept and preferved by him, both 
at the time of the giving of the law, and in their 
paflage through the wildernefs: it is eminently 


true of the chofen people of God, who are given 
to Chrift, and made his care and charge, as all 
fuch who are fanctified and fet apart by God the 
Father are, they are preferved in Chrift, Fud. y. i. 
and thefe are fanctified in and by Chrift, and by 
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pleafure and delight, and. where they Continue and 
abide ; and which may denote’ their modefty and 
humility, their fubjection to his ordinances, and 
readinefs to receive his doétrines, and their per- 
feverance in them, fee Mark v. 15. Luke x. 309. 
Cant. ii, 3. the word fignifies in the Arabic lan- 
guage, to fit down at a table *, and fo the 
word is ufed in the 4rabic verfion of Matthew, 
vill, 11. Luke xi.. 372 and the antient manner be- 
ing reclining, the guefts might be faid to fit at 
the feet of each, efpecially at the feet of the ma- 
fter ; fo Chrift fits at his table and his people with 
him at his feet, Cat. i. 12. every one fail receive 
of thy words; of the words of the law, as the J/- 
raelites, who heard them and promifed obedience 
to them, Ewod. xxiv..7. and would hear and re- 
ceive them again, Fo/P. viii. 34, 35. and fo Chrift’s 
difciples every one of them, that hath heard and 
learned of the father, and comes to him, and be- 
lieves in him, receives the words or doétrines gi- 
ven him by the father, Fobn xvii. 8. fo as to un- 
derftand them, approve of them, love them, be- 
lieve them, and act according to them ; thefe they 
receive into their hearts as well as'into their heads, 
with all readinefs, gladnefs, and meeknefs ; even 
every one of the perfons before defcribed or loved 
by the Lord, are in the hands of Chrift and fitting 
at his feet. 

¥. 4. Mofes commanded usa law, &c} The 
law was. of God, it came forth from his right 
hand, ¥. 2. it is of his enacting, a declaration of 
his will, and has his authority enftamped upon it, 
who is the lawgiver, and which lays under obliga- 
tion to regard it; but it was delivered to Mojes 
and by him to the children of J/rae/, on whom he 
urged obedience to it; and fo it is faid to come 
by him, and fometimes is called the law of Mo/es, 


fee Fobu i. 17. and vii. 19, 23. and vili. 5. even 


ithe inberitance of the congregation of Jacob; which 


either defcribes the perfons who were commanded 
to keep the law, the tribes of Yacod or congrega- 
tion of [/rael, who were the Lord’s people, portion, 


the Spirit of Chrift, and fo may be truly called his|and inheritance, ch. xxxii. g. or the law com- 
faints; and they are in the hands of Chrift, as|manded, which was to be valued, not only as a 
dear to him as his right hand, highly valued by | peculiar treafure, but to be confidered as a pofief- 
him, held in his right.hand ; they are in his pof-jfion, an eftate, an inheritance, to be continued 
feffion, are his peculiar people, portion, and inhe-| among them, and to be tran{mitted to their pofte- 
ritance, they are at his difpofe, under his guidance rity, tee P/. cxix 111. thefe are the words of the peo- 
and dire&tion; and are in his cuflody and under his | ple of J/rael, and therefore are thus prefaced in the. 
protection, and where they are fafe from every, Targums of Jonathan and Ferufalem, * the children 
enemy, and can never be finatched, taken, or re-|** of [/rael faid, Mofes commanded, &e,” they were 
moved from thence; fee John x. 28, 29. here they! perfonated by Mo/es. Hees | | 
are put by the father, as an inftance of his love to] y. 5. And he was king in Fefourun, 8ec.} That 
them, and care of them, tho’ not without the con-/ is, in J/rael, or over the people of Iracl, of which 
fent and defire of the fon, and this was done in eter-|name of theirs, fee the note on ch, xxxii. 15. ei- 
nity when they were chofen in him : and they Sat ther God, as farchi; for the government of the 
down at thy feet; which may refpect the pofition of| I/raelites was a theocracy, and their laws were im- 
the J/raelites at the bottom of mount Sinai, while| mediately from God, and by him they were guided 
the law was giving, which may be faid to be the!and directed in all things ; wherefore when they 
feet of the Lord, he .being on the top of the| were fo importunate for a change in their govern- 
mount, fee Exod. xix. 17, 18. and xxiv. ro, all ment, and to have a king over them, they are faid 
the Targums interpret it, of the feet of the cloud to reject the Lord, that he fhould not reign over 
of glory, they pitching their tents where that re-| them, 1 Sam, vill. 7. or Mofes, as Aben Ezra on 
fted, Numb. ix. 17, 18. fome think, it an allufion|the place, Maimonides‘ and others *; who, under 
to {cholars fitting at the feet of their mafters to re-|God, had. the civil government of the Hebrews ; 
ceive inftruétions from them, fee ads xxil. 3. fo both may be received, God was the fupreme go- 
the difciples and followers of Chrift fic at his feet, | vernor, and Mojfes the chief magiftrate under him: 
attending on his word and ordinances with calm-' when the beads of Ifrael and the bribes of the people 
nefs and ferenity of mind, with much ipiritualy weere gathered together ; at mount Sizai, to hear Se 
aw 


ble with the Talmudifts. T. Bab. Beracot, fol. 42. 1. Pefach. fol. 110.2. Kiddufhin, fol, $1. 4. 
a table wi & Philo de Vita Mofis, 1. 3. p. 631. 
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he fhall return and appear to them that look for 
him, a fecond time, without fin unto falvation: let 
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law there and then given, or to hear it repeated 


by Mofes, as in this book of Deuteronomy, who 
were at different times convened together for that 
purpofe, fee ch. i. 1. and v. 1. next follow the 
particular bleffings of the feveral tribes, beginning 
with Reuben the firft-born. 

y. 6. Let Reuben live and not die, &c.] As a 
tribe, continue and not be extinét, though they 
fhould not excel becaufe of the fin of their pro- 
genitor ; and it may have a fpecial regard to the 
prefervation of them, of their families on the other 
fide Fordan, whilft they pafled over it with their 
brethren into Cazaan, and of them in that expe- 
dition to help the other tribes in the conqueft of 
the country and the fettlement of them in it; which 
Facob by a fpirit of prophecy forefaw, and in a 
prayer of faith petitioned for their fafety: all the 
three Targums refer the words to a future ftate, as 
a wifh for them, that they might live and enjoy 
an eternal life, and not die the death of the wicked 
in the world to come; +and which they call the 
fecond death, and from whom the apoftle Yon 
feems to have borrowed the phrafe, Rev. ii, 14. 
and xx. 6. and xxi. 8. Reuben fignifies, fee the fon , 
and all that fee the fon of God in a fpiritual 
manner, and believe in him with a true faith, as 
they live fpiritually now, fhall live eternally here- 
after, and never die the fecond or eternal death ; on 
them that fhall have no power, fee Fobu vi. 40. 
and let not his men be few ; or, though his men be 
few, as bifhop Patrick chufes to render the words, 
and as they will bear, } va# being fometimes fo 
ufed, of which Noldius ® gives inftances; and the 
number of men in this tribe were but few in com- 
parifon- of fome others; and fo thofe that fee the 
fon of God and believe in him are but a {mall 
number ; for all men have not faith. 

¥. 7. And this is the blefling of Fudah, &c.) 
Which follows; the fame fupplement of the words 
is made in the Targums of ‘fonathan and Ferufalem ; 
but Aen Ezra thinks, it refers to what goes be- 
fore, that this, the fame thing prayed for or pro- 
phefied of Reuben, belongs alfo to Fudab, that he 
fhould live and not die; it may be in the -wars in 
which that tribe would be and was engaged: and 
be faid, hear Lord, the voice of Fudah; in prayer, 
as all the Yargums paraphrafe it, which was emi- 
nently fulfilled in David, Afa, Fehofbaphat, Heze 
kiah, and‘ other kings, which were of this tribe; 
who, when in diftrefs, lifted up their voice in prayer 
to God, and were heard and delivered, as the 
Lord’s people in all ages are: Fudab fignifies pro- 
fefling, confeffing, praifing, €c. this tribe was 
both a praying and praifing people, as all good 
men be; they profefs the name of the Lord, and 
their faith in him; they confefs their fins and un- 
worthinefs ; they praife the Lord for his mercies, 
temporal and fpiritual, and pray to him for what 
they want; and their voice is heard with pleafure 


bis hands be fufficient for him both to.work with, 


and provide for themfelves all the neceffaries of . 


life, and to fight with theif enemies, and defend 
themfelves againft them ;_ fo Chrift’s hands have 
been fufficient, or he has had a fufficiency of power 
and ftrength in his hands, to combat with and 
overcome all his and our enemies, to work out the 
falvation of his people, and to fupply all their 
wants: and be thou an belp to him from bis ene- 
mies; which this tribe often experienced in their 
wars with their enemies, being very warlike and 
courageous, fuccefsful and victorious, both before 
they had kings and in the feveral kings of their 
tribe, as David, Febofbaphat, and others; and was 
remarkably fulfilled in Chrift, whofe helper the 
Lord was as man and mediator, fee Jf 1. 7, 8, 9. 
and xlix. 8. no mention is made of Simeon, be- 
caufe of the affair of Baal Peor, in which that 
tribe had a great concern, Numb. xxv. as Aben 
Ezra obferves; or becaufe, according to Facod’s 
prophecy, it was to be fcattered in J/rael; though 
the fame is alio faid of Levi, who yet is here blef- 
fed; rather therefore the reafon is, becaufe Simeon 
had his inheritance in the midft of the tribe of 
Judah, and fo was bleffed in it, fee FofP. xix. i. 
thus the Yargum of Fonathan expreffes it here, 
‘* and he joined in his portion and in his bleffing, 
‘* Simeon his brother ;” fome copies of the Septua- 
gint verfion, as that in the king of Spain’s bible, 
make mention of him at the end of Rewben’s blef- 
fing, ‘* and let Simeow be much.in number.” 

¥. 8. And of Levi be faid, &c.] That is, Mofes 
faid of the tribe of Levi, as both the Targums of 
Jonathan and Ferufalem: let thy Thummim and thy 
Urim be with thy holy one; with Aaron, as the fame 
Targums interpret it, who was of the tribe of Levi, 
and was a holy good man, a faint of the Lord, as 


he is called, Pf cvi. 16. of the Urim and Thum- 


mim, Which were with him and with every high- 
prieft, fee the note on Exod. xxviii. 30. and though 
they were not in ufe under the fecond temple, yet 
had their fulfilment in Chrift the antitype of 4a-. 
ron, who may be chiefly here intended ; who is after 
called the Lord’s holy one, as he is, both as God 
and. man, holy in both his natures, divine and 
human, and in his life and actions; and with him 
are the true Urim and Thummim, lights and perfec- 
tions, the light of nature, grace, and glory, and 
all perfeétions both divine and human; fee the 
note on the above place': whom thou didft prove 
at Mafjab, and with whom thou didft firive at the 
waters of Meribab , which, as it may refpect Aa- 
rom, may be underftood either of the Lord’s pro- 
ving him and contending with him, by: fufferir 

the children of J/rae/ to murmur againft him and 
Mofes, at the faid places; when, according to the 
three Zargums, he ftood in the temptation, and was 


and an{wered: particularly Fudah was a type of|perfect and found faithful; or of Levi, who with 


Chrift, who was of this tribe, and whofe voice in 
prayer for his people, has been always heard: and 
bring him unto his people; in peace, often engaged 
in war, fo all the Tergums : and as it may refer to 


Chrift his antitype, it may refpect his incarnation, 'fenfe is, that the Urim and Thummim fhould 
with the holy one, the Meffiah, whom thou O Lewh, 
them ; and to his refurrection from the dead, when, with the reft of the tribes, tempted . and 
he appeared to his difciples, to their great joy ; and| with at the places mentioned; for it is exp 
to the miniftry of the gofpel among the Gentiles, |faid, they tempted the Lord, Exod. xvii. 7. 
when to him was the gathering of the people ; and] which is interpreted of Chrift, 1 Cor. x. 9. 


when he came to his own and was not received by 


will be further accomplifhed at the laft day, when 


* Concord. part. Ebr. p. 292. 
found with Chrift, a 


e 


the reft of the tribes, tried him, and ftrove with 
him at the fame places; though Yarchi fays, they 
did not murmur with the reft that murmured: as 
it may refer to Chrift the antitype of Levi, the 


c Pitt sage 
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1 See a Sermon of mine on this text, called Levi's Urim and Thammim 4 
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- ¥. 9. Who faid unto bis father and to bis mo- 
ther, I have not feen him, &c.| Which fome un- 
derftand of the high-priefts who were of this tribe, 
and according to the law were not to defile them- 
felves, or mourn for a father or mother, Lev. xxi. 
ri. or rather as others, of their having no refpect 
- to them in judgment, but determining all caufes 
that came before them, according to the law of 
God, and the rules of juftice and equity, in the 
moft impartial manner, without having any regard 
to the neareft relations to them: with this com- 
pare what Chrift the antitype of Levi fays, in Matt, 
xii. 49, 50. neither did be acknowledge bis brethren, 
nor knew bis own children; had no refpect to per- 


thoroughly : and of them that hate them that they 
rife not again; deltroying them with an utter de- 
ftruction, fo that they are not able to make any 
other efforts upon them; for fuch who are enemies 
to the priefts of the Lord, are enemies to him, and 
to true religion, enemies to God and Chrift, to the 
law and to the gofpel, to the word of God and to 
the ordinances of it, and therefore to be feverely 
handled and thoroughly punifhed: Chrift’s ene- 
mies fhall all be fubdued under him; fee P/. cx. 
I, 


By" 9. 
y. 12. And of Benjamin be faid, &c.] The tribe 
of Benjamin, as the Zargums of Fonathan and Fe- 
rufalem; which is taken notice of next to Levi, be- 
fons in judgment, though ever fo nearly related :|caufe, as the priefthood was in the tribe of Levi, 
many reftrain this to the affair of the golden calf,|the temple in which the priefts officiated was in 
when the tribe of Levi gathered together, girded|the tribe of Benjamin, or near it; and is obferved 
their fwords on their thighs, and flew every man| next but one to Judah, and before his elder bro- 
his brother, companion, and neighbour, guilty of| ther Jo/epb, becaufe his tribe lay between, Fudab 
that idolatry, Exod. xxxii. 26, 27. for they bave\and Fofepb, For. xviii. 11. and Levi having no 
obferved thy word, and kept thy covenant, the law|inheritance in the land: the beloved of the Lord 
of God, {poken by him, and had the nature of a|/hall dwell in fafety by bim; this is commonly un- 
covenant with the people of J/rae/: this the tribe|derftood of the tribe of Bexjamin, beloved by the 
of Levi obferved, not only what refpects the| Lord, as the head of the tribe was by his father 
worfhip of God, and the contrary to it, idola-|Facod; the firft king:of J/rael, being of that tribe, 
try, but all other moral and religious duties; Chrift]}and the temple built in it, or on the edge of it, 
fulfilled the whole law, and did always and alljand its land the moft fat and fertile of the land of 
things what pleafed the Lord, Fobn viii. 29. Canaan, as Fofepbus ™ obferves ; and may be faid 
y. 10. They foall teach Facob thy flatutes, and I[-\to dwell by him, the Lord, becauie the tabernacle 
rael thy law, &c.} The priefts and Levites, being|of the Lord was fo near that tribe, and fo to dwell 
difperled among the feveral tribes, having cities in|in fafety under his protection, and which was the 
them allotted to them, taught the people the laws,| means of preferving it from apoftacy, when ten 
ftatutes, and ordinances of the Lord, moral, ci-|tribes revolted: though the Meffiah may be in- 
vil, and ceremonial, fee Ada/. ii. 6, 7. they /ball\tended, the fon of God, and man of God’s right 
put incenfe before thee; upon the altar of incenfe,|hand, the antitype of Benjamin, the beloved of the 
which none but a prieft might do, as the cafe of| Lord, and dear fon of his love; his Benjamin, who 
Uzziab fhews; and which the Fews fay*, he might]is now in human nature exalted at his right hand: 
do but once: the fame prieft might not offer in-}and this may denote his inhabitation in the feth, 
cenfe twice; a new prieft was always employed :|and dwelling by or near Benjamin, being born at 
in this they were typical of Chrift, the only inter-| Bethlehem in the tribe of udab, bordering on 
ceflor, who is always at the golden altar to offer| Benjamin, and frequently had his abode in Feru/a- 
up the prayers of all faints with his much incenfe,|/em, which was in the tribe of Benjamin, Fo/b. xviii. 
Rev. viii. 3,4. and whole burnt-offerings upon thine\28. and where he was in fafety amidft his enemies 
altar; the altar of burnt-offering, typical of Chrift,|they not having power to lay hold on him until 
who is both altar, facrifice, and prieft his hour was come: and the Lord fhall cover him 
¥. 11. Blefs, Lord, his fubftance, &c.} Which| all the day long , for ever, as Farchi notes, becaule , 
lay in tithes, firft-fruits, Gc. for the priefts and|that after Jeru/alem was chofen, the divine majefty 
Levites had no fhare in the divifion of the land ;|}dweltc in no other place: this may be under- 
unlefs this can be underftood of the cities and fub-| {tood either of the Meffiah covering Benjamin and 
urbs which were given them, or of houfes and| protecting him, as he is the covert of all his Ben- 
fields devoted, which fell unto them, or rather of|jamites and beloved ones, from all their enemies, 
their cattle, for the ufe of which they had fuburbs|from all evils and dangers, from all ftorms and 
appointed them; for otherwife in hufbandry andjtempefts, and every thing troublefome and diftref- 
merchandize they were not employed : fome render] fing, fee J/- xxxii. 2. or the Lord’s covering his 
it on bof or army', their fervice being a militia or| beloved one the Meffiah ; as he did in his infancy, 
warfare, Numb. iv. 3. Farchi refers this to the| from the defigns of Herod upon his life, and from 
Hafmoneaus or Maccabees, which were of this tribe:|the attempts of others before his time was come; 
and accept the work of bis bands; in offering in-|he hid him in the fhadow of his hand, J/ xlix. _ 
cenfe and facrifices, and all other adminiftrations|2. and be fhall dwell between biz fooulders , either 
of the office of prielts and Levites; thus the righ-|the Lord fhall dwell between the fhoulders of Ben- 
teoufnefs and facrifice of Chrift are of afweet fmel-|jamin ; the temple in which the Lord dwelt was 
ling favour, and very. acceptable to God; and all] built on mount Moriab, in the tribe of Benjamin, 
the fpiritual facrifices of the faints who are priefts|in the higheft part of his land, as archi notes 
unto God, as of prayer and praife, are accept-|the Zargums of Fonathan and Ferufalem paraphrate 
able to him through Jefus Chrift: mite through the|the words, ‘ in his border the Shekinah (or the 
loins of them that rife ogainft kim; fach as were|‘‘ glory of the Shekinah of the Lord) fhall dwell, 
the companies of Korab, Dathan, and Abiram ; and| for if the temple was not within the tribe of Bes- 
in all ages faithful minifters of the word meet| jamin, yet it was certainly on the borders of it: 
with many enemies, whom they would not be able] or Benjamin thall dwell between the thoulders of 
to withftand were not the Lord ta appear for them,|the Lord, being bore up and fupported by him: 
‘and proteét them from them, and fmite them! Chrift dwells in the hearts of his people, women 


* T. Bab. Yoma, fol. 26. 1, 1 sory copiis ejus, Junius & Tremellius ; ve/ exercitibus ejus, Pifcator, 
@ Ani. 1.5, c. 1. §. 22, ' 
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them as an head, and they dwell upon his fhoul-|ripe fruit at the beginning of every month, as 
ders, on which the care and government of them|the Targums of Fonathan and Ferufalem ; tor the 


lies, If ix. 6. in the Talmud * this paflage is ap- 
plied to the days of the Meffiah. 


{piritual meaning, fee Kev xxii. 2. 


y¥. 15. And for the chief things of the ancicnt 


¥. 13. And of Fofeph be faid, 8c.| The tribe|mountains, 8c.) Which were from the beginning 


of ‘Fofeph, as the Targums ot Fonathan and Ferufa- 
lem: bleffed of the Lord be bis land; as the lands 
inherited by his fons were extremely fruicful,. the 


of the world, and for which the land, poffefied 
by the children of Yofeph, Manajfeh and Ephraim, 
were famous; as the mountains of Gilead and 


countries of Gilead and Ba/ban by Manaffeh, and|Ba/ban, inherited by the former, and mount Ephraim, 
the fields of Samaria by Ephraim: ‘archi fays,|and the mountains of Samaria by the latter ; which 
<¢ there was not in the inheritance of the tribes, a] produced, befides great quantities of grafs and corn, 


 Jand fo full of all good things as the land ofjalfo vines, figs, olives, ce. and for the precious 


© Yofeph y” typical of the church of Chrift, the) ¢szngs of the lafting bills; which will endure as long 
antitypical Fofeph, which abounds with all good/as the world, the fame as before in other words; 
things through him, or of the better country in and which precious things may be emblems of the 
heaven: for .the precious things of heaven, that}{piritual bleflings of grace, provided in an ever- 
is, the pleafant, precious, and excellent fruits, pro- lafting covenant, and given to Chrift for his peo- 
duced by the influence of the heavens, particularly ple before the world began, or any mountains and 
by fhowers of rain which defcend from thence; bills were formed, and which are as lafting and as 
emblems of the grace of God, and gofpel of Chrift,Jimmoveable as they are; fee Prov. viii, 22, 8c. 
which bring fpiritual bleffings to the fons of men|J/. liv. 10. 2 Tim. 1. 9. Epb. i. 3. 

on earth, and make them fruitful in every good} y.16. And for the precious things of the earth, and 
word and work: for the dew; which defcends alo} fulne/s thereof, &c.] Corn of all forts produced 
from heaven, and is of unfpeakable ufe to thejout of the earth, and grafs that grows out of it, 
fruits of the earth, and is fometimes ufed as anjand cattle that feed upon it; for all which fome 
emblem of the favour and goodnefs of God to his}part of the land of Fofeph, particularly Bajban, was 
people, Hof: xiv. 5. and for the deep that coucheth famous ; as for the oaks that grew on it, fo for 
beneath; that is, beneath the earth, and breaks out}the pafturage of it, and the cattle it bred, ch. 
upon it, and watess it, and makes it fruitful, which/xxxi. 14. fee P/. xxii. 12. and for the good-will of 
happinefs the land of Fo/eph had, as well as the|im that dwelt in the bufo; the angel ot the Lord, 
rain and dew of heaven: this is to be underftoodjthe Word and Son of God, who appeared to Mojes 
of fprings and fountains that flow out of the earth|in the bufh, and made himfelf known as the God 
‘to the enriching of it; and fo the Targums of Fo-|of Abraham, Ifaac and Faceb; and exprefitd his 
gathan and Ferufalem paraphtafe the words, and|good-will to J/rael, by fending Mofes to deliver 


may be applied to Chrift and to his gofpel, Cant.|them out of their bondage: and the favour and~ 
good-will of the fame divine perfon is here wifhed- 


iv. 16. Jfexit. 3: Foe, iit.’ 18. 

y. 14. And for the precious fruits brought forth|tor, and which has appeared in his aflumption of 
by the fun, &c.] Which has a wonderful influence}human nature, obedience, fufferings and death, 
upon many, and moft of the fruits of the earth, to] Luke it. 14. The buth was an emblem of J/rael, 
produce them out of their feeds in it, to bring/and the ftate they were then in, and of the church 
them forward, to ripen and perfect them, and tolof Chrift; of which fee the note on Exod. iii, 2. 
make them rich and excellent. ‘archi fays, ‘* the{and where Chrift may be faid to dwell, as he did 
land of Fofeph lay open to the fun, and it fweet-jamong men, when he was made fiefh, and does 
ened the fruits of it ;” it meliorated them, and|dwell in the midft of his churches, and in the 
made them more valuable; and this is fpiritually|hearts of his people by faith : /et the bleffing come 
true of Chrift the fun of righteoufnefs, to whofe|upon the head of Fofepb, that is, in all things, as 
influence are owing the bleffings of grace, redemp-|Ozkelos ; or all theie blefiings, as the Targums of 
tion, peace, pardon and juftification, and the graces| Jonathan and Ferufalem ; all betore mentioned, let 
of the Spirit, faith, hope and love, and by what|them come openly and vifibly, and in great plenty 
believers are filled with, the fruits of righteoufnefs,|upon the potterity of Fo/eph, who was a type of 


fee Mal.iv.2. Phil. 1.11: and for the precious 
things put forth by the moon , the fruits which the 
moon helps forward by its coolnefs and moifture ; 
and thofe the above Fewi/h writer fays are cucumbers 
and gourds ; and as various creatures are affected 
by the moon, it is obferved by a naturalift 9, that 
onions, when the moon waxes old, increafe, and 
flag when it is young; and Pliny fays ?, that at 
the increafe of the moon all fort of corn grows big- 
ger and larger; but a late learned writer’ remarks, 
that though upon the preffure of the moon on the 
globe many things depend, as the ebbing and flow- 
ing of the fea, epileptic and convulfive paroxy{ms, 
yet"it does not appear that this preffure exerts its 


Chrift, the head of the righteous, on whom all the 
bleffings of grace are, and from whom they de- 
fcend to all his fpiricual offspring, Prov. x. 6. 
Eph. i. 3. and upon the top of the bead of him that 
was feparated frcm bis brethren; when he was fold 
by them into Egypt; the Targums of Jonathan and 
Ferufalem are, ‘* and was fhining in the glory of 
‘** his brethren ;” that is, when he was a ruler in 
Egypt, and had honour from his brethren there, 
and was beautiful and glorious among them, asa 
Nazarite, as the word here ufed fignifies, fee Lev, 
iv. 7. and may be applied to Chrift, who was 
chofen from among the people, and feparated from 
finners, and called a Nazarene, Pf. \xxxix. 19, 


power on plants, fo as to thruft them forth, andthere-| Hed. vii. 26. Matt. i. 23. 


fore thinks this’ refpeéts the eje€tion or protrufion 


¥. 17. His glory is like the firfling of bis baits 


of monthly fruits ; for the word here ufed is in the|&c.} Such as were in Bajban, a country poffe 


plural number, and fignifies months ; and fo Onke- 
los paraphrafes the words, “* it produces precious 


‘* fruits at the beginning of every month ;” or|a young bull, was reckoned both comely and ma- 


" T. Bab. Zebachim, fol. 118. 2. 
Thi, 1.-18. ¢, 30. 


® Dalecamp. 
+ Scheuclizer, Phyfic. Saer. eu 


by the pofterity of Fo/epb, fee P/. xxii. 12. a . 
A bullock, or 


iv. 1. and fo might be called is. 
ic 5 


in Plin. Nat, Hift. 1.2 c. 41, ? 
35 P: 437: on 


= 
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jeftic ; fo Meais or Mnevis, king of Egypt, pte-|a learned tribe, ftudious in the law ; which is ga. 
ferred a bull above alt animals to be worfhipped,|thered from 1 Chron. xii. 32. 
becaufe the moft beautiful of all, as Blianus “re-| ¥.19. They fhall call the people unto the mountain, 
lates; and Afarte, according to Sanchoniatho.*,\&c.] ‘Lo the. mountain of the houfe of the fanc- 
puta bull’s head upon her own, as a fign of royalty tuary, as all the three Targums ; to the temple 
or kingly power. The Targums of Jonathan and}built on a mountain, which Mofes by a {pirit of 
Ferufalem refer this to the birth-right which be-|ptophecy forefaw would ‘be, to which the tribes of 
longed to Reuben, and was taken from him, and|Zebulan and Ifachar would not only come up 
given to Yofeph, fee 1 Chron: v. 2. Some will] themfelves, though at the more diflant parts of the 
have Yo/hue intended by the firftling of his bul-}land; but call and urge others, both J/raelites and 
lock, fo Ferchi ; who was of the tribe of Epbraim,\Gentiles, to do the fame; partly by their example, 
and fo farnous for his ftrength “and courage, his}and partly by perfuafions and arguments’; not the 
warlike exploits and victories, and the glory; ho-|tribes of J/rae/ that lay neareft them only, but the 
nour and renown he obtained ; and who was atype|heathens, the Zyrians and Sidonians, on whow they 
of Chrift, the firft and only-begotten Son of God,|bordered, and the Gentiles in’ Galilee of the Gov- 
the brightnefs of his Father’s glory, and the ex-}éi/es, which. were neighbours to them ; a like in 
prefs image of*his: perfon ; this is applied to the] {tance fee in J/ ii. 2, 3. and perhaps this'may have 
Meffiah in fome ancient Fewi/> writings’: and his\refpect to the times of Cdriff and his apoftles, and 
borns are like the horns of unicorns, of the Mono- |to their being in thofe parts where the eofpel was 
ceros or Rhinoceros ; and as the ftrength of tnefe} preached, and many: people were called, Matt: iv. 
creatures, as of others, lies. in their horns, thefe}13—16. there they fhall offer facrifices of Pip bteouf~ 
are figures of the power and ftrength of the tribes} we/s 5 or true facrifices, as the Targums of Fonathan 
of Ephraim and Manaffeh, the fons of Fofeph; feejand Ferufalem, in oppofition to illegitimate: ones; 
Numb. xxiii. 22. with them he fhall pujb the people\ which were not according to the law, that had: ble- 
together to the ends of the earth, not to the ends|mithes and defeéts in them, and to fuch as were 
of the world, as if the pofteriry of Yofeph fhould}gotten by robbery, or in an unlawful way ; and 
carry their conquefts, and fpread their dominion} may fignify all righteous actions and good works 
over all people to® the ends of the world, as the done in faith, and from right principles, though” 
Targum of Fonathan fuggelts ; but to the ends of|not to be depended upon for a juttifying righteouf- 
the land of Canaan, which was done by Yo/bua, Jnefs before God ; and all fpiritual facrifices, efpe- 
when he fmote one and thirty kings of that coun-|cially the facrifices of praife for all bleflings, and’ 
try. The word: pwh is ufed in allufion to the particularly for the righteoufnefs of Chri; and 
horns’ of creatures, with which they pufh, drive|thefe are to be offered in the church of God, and 
away from them, or hurt and deftroy thofe that}upon the altar, which fanctifies every gift, and 
annoy them : and they are the ten thoufands of\ftom whence they come up with acceptance to God : 
Ephraim, and they are the thoufands of Manafeb ;| for they foall fuck of the abundance of the fea, get a 
tho” Martaff2h was the eldett fon of Ya/eph, fewer are} great deal of riches by trading at fea, and there- 
afcribed to him than to Ephraim the younger, ac-|ftore under great obligations to offér facrifices to » 
cording to Jacob's prediction, Gen. xlviii. 19.|the Lord, by whom they: were profpered : and. of 
This has been ina fpiritual fenfe verified in Chrift,| +46 trea/ure bid in the fand; as gold and filver, pearls 
the antitype of ¥o/eph, the horn of falvation, who]and corals, and the like, extracted from thence ; 
by his great ftrength has vanquifhed all his, and|or riches buried there through fhipwrecks ; or it 
the enemies of his people, and even fpoiled prin-|may defign the great wealth and riches they got by 
cipalities and powers. glais made of fand, taken out of the river Belus, 
“oy 18. And of Zebulun be faid, &c.| The tribe} which wathed the coaft of the tribe of Zedulun, as 
of Zebulun, as the Targums of Fonathan and ‘Fe-\many hiftorians relate < . 
rufalem, with whom J/achar is joined, they being ¥.20. And of Gad be faid, &c:| The tribe of 
brethren, and of the fame mother as well as fa |Gad, as the Targums of Yonathan and Feru/alem : 
ther ; though Zedulun the youngeft, is fet before) d/efed be he that enlargeth Gad , that is, the Lord, 
Iffachar the elder, as in Facod’s bleffing, Gez. xlix }to whom the praife and glory were to be given, who 
13, 14. rejoice Zebulun in thy going out, in their}had appointed to Gad a large inheritance on the 
going out to fea, to merchandile, to traffick in fo-Jother fide ‘fordan, and had fettled him in it, and 
seign parts, it being a maritime tribe, fee Gen.|which became larger by the conqueft of the Haga- 
xlix. 19. and fo are called upon to rejoice and be}rites, and others, 1 Chron. v. 18 —22. he dwelleth 
thankful for their fafe prefervation on the feas, and]as @ lion ; bold and courageous, fecure, and with- 
fuccefs in trade 5 and to this fenfe are the para-{out fear of any of his enemies, though near him, on 
~ phrafes of ‘fonathan and Yerufalem: though On-|his borders, as the Moabites and Ammonites were ; 
kelos interprets it of their going out to war againtt of the fame fpirit and temper were the men of the 
their enemies, and certain it is that they were alfo|tribe of Gad in the times of David, 1 Chron, xii. 8. 
a warlike as well as a feafaring tribe 5 fee Fudg. v.|and teareth the arm with the crown of the bead ; at 
_ 48. and Iffachar in thy tents , being a tribe that}once, juft as alion tears its prey ; which figurative 
ftayed at home, and attended to hufbandry, and|phrafes are expreflive of this tribe conquering and 
dwelt intents, totakecare of and feed their cattle ;|deftroying ftrong and mighty men, fignified by 
jn doing which they fhould be Cae and |the arm, in which the ftrength of a man lies, and 
have occafion to rejoice, and be than kful to thejof kings and governors, pointed at by the crows 
Lord : though the Targums of Fonathan and Feru- of the bead, as the Targums of Onkelos and Fona- 
falem carry itto a different fenfe, to’their {chools,|s4an ; which was done in the times of Yo/bua, 
in which they dwelt ; this tribe being, as fuppofed,]when with and under him they fubdued and de- 


{troyed, 
ift. Animal. l. 11. ¢. 10. x Apud Eufeb. Evangel. Preepar. l, 1, p. 38. y Zohar in Num. fol. 
hes 09 in Deut, fol. 117.3% 118.3. _ Berefhit Rabba, fol. 06, 2. * Strabo, Geograph. 1. 46. p. 521. 
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ftroyed the kings and princes of the land of Ca- 
naan, 

¥. 21. And he provided afirft part for bim/e.f, cc.) 
That is, the portion of the land of Séhon and Og, 
as Farchi rightly interprets it ; which wasthe be- 
ginning or firft-fruits of the fubduing of the land 


defired it as his inheritance, Numb. xxxii. 1, 2. 
becaufe there in a portion of the law-giver was be 
feated; or in the portion and part of the inheri- 
tance of J/racl, was he placed by Mojes the law- 


giver, according to the will of God; or becaufe 


there were in it palaces and towers of great per- 
fonages, law-givers, kings, and princes, well co- 
vered and ftrongly fortified ; or here he was 4/d, 
or proteéied, i. e. their families, wives, and chil- 
dren, whilft they affifted their brethren in fubduing 
Canaan: and he came with the heads of the people ; 
either ¢o them, to Mojes, Eleazar, and the feventy 
elders, and the heads of the tribes of J/rael, to 
afk leave to have his part and portion on the other 
fide Fordan, or with them, as we fupply it ; came 
with them over ‘orden armed, to affift in the con- 
queft and fubduing of the land of Canaan: be exe- 
cuted the juftice of the Lord, and his judgments with 
Jjrael ; that is, either he juftly and truly fulfilled 
all his promifes and engagements, on condition of 
which he was placed on the other fide; or he, to- 
gether with the reft of the J/raelites, executed the 
righteous judgment of God upon the Canaanites, in 
the expulfion and deftruction of them. 

¥. 22. And of Dan be faid, &c.| Of the tribe of 
Dan, as the Largums of Fenathan and Ferufalem : 
Dan is a lion’s whkelp ; or like one for boldnefs, 
ftrength, and courage; and was verified in Sam- 
fon, who was of this tribe; who when a young 
lion roared againft him, the fpirit of the Lord came 
on him, and he tore it to pieces, Fudg. xiv. 5, 6. 
he foall leap from Bafban; not Dan, tor he was 
feated far from that country ; but the fenfe is, he 
was like to a young lion for its ftrength, when it 
leaps from Baj/ban, as Aben Ezra rightly explains 
it. Ba/han wasa mountain in which lions haunted, 
and from whence they might be faid to leap, as 
they do when they feize on their prey : it may have 
fome refpect to the leap of the Danites from the 
north-weft part of the land of J/rae/, where they 
were fettled, but was not fufficient for them, to 
the north-eaft of it, when they went againft Le- 
foem, and took it, and calledit Dan; fee Fob. xix. 


Ta 23. And of Naphtali be faid, &c.| The tribe 
of Naphtali, asthe Largums of Fonathan and Feru- 
falem: O Naphtali fatisfed with favour, with the 
favour of men, which to have is a great blefiing; 
and as he gave goodly words to others, he had the 
good word of others, Gez. xlix. 21. and with the 
favour of God, as the next claufe fhews; which 
is the greateft bleffing of all, and is fpecial and pe- 
culiar, free and. fovereign, and the fource of all blef- 
fings, temporal and fpiritual ; and to be full of this, 
and fatisfied of an intereft init, is thehigheft of en- 
joyments ; and nothing is of a more fatisfying na- 
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of fin, a juftifying righteoufnefs, adoption, fanc=’ 


tifying grace, aright and title toeternal life. This 
may have refpect to the temporal happinefs of this 
tribe, which had a remarkable fhare in the favour 
and good-wiil of God, and in the bleffings of his 
goodnefs. Strabo" , 


and fruitful country, bearing all manner of fruit 5) 
in this tribe was the fruitful country of Genefaret, 
full of delightful gardens and fields, which lay 
along by a lake of that name, frequently mention-, 
ed in the new teftament; which country Fofephus. 
fays* one may call the ambition of nature; and, 
the Zargum of Fonathan has it, “ ye fhall be full, 
of the fruits of the valley of Genefaret ;” and par- 
ticularly this country was favoured with the pre- 


fence of our Lord fefus Chrift ; fee Matt. iv. 13. 


14. and ix. 1. and xi. 23. poffe/s thou the weft and 
the fouth 5 not the weft and fouth of the land of 
Trael, for according to ‘Fo/ephus * this tribe lay to 
the eaft and north of it, juft the reverfe; and it is, 
plain from Fos. xix. 34. that it had Aber on the 
weft, and Zeoulun on the fouth ; wherefore fome 
underftand this of the commodities this tribe was 
fupplied with, as through the tribe of Aer on the 
weft, on which thofe trading cities Tyre and Sidon 
bordered; and through Zebulum on the fouth, 
which: was near the fea, and was given to naviga- 
tion and trade: though it fhould be obferved that 
the word for wef fignifies the fea*; and intends 
not the Mediterranean fea, which this tribe did. 
not reach ; but the fea of Tiberias and Gene/aret, . 
as all the Yargums explain it; and Bochart + ob- 
ferves, that the portion of Naphtali reached from 
the fouth of the city of Dax tothe fea of Tiberias ;. 
fo that the fouth is obferved with refpeét to Daz laft 
mentioned, and the weft or fea to the fea of Tibe- 
rias. 

y¥. 24. And of Afber he faid, &c.] The tribe of 
Afber, as the Targums of Jonathan and Ferufalem : 


let Afher be bleffed with children; with large num-.. 
bers, as it appears this tribe was, having in it - 


$3,400 men of war, Numb. xxvi. 47, It was, 
efteemed a great bleffing to have many children, 
Pf. cxxviii. 3, 4. or above the children; above or 
more than the reft of the children of Facob ; fee 
Luke ii. 36, 38. 
in a book called Sipbri, that there was none in all 
the tribes bleffed with children as Aer, but not 
known how : let him be acceptable to bis brethren ; 
either for his excellent bread, and royal dainties, 
Gen. xlix. 20. or for the goodnefs of his olives and 
oil, and for the brafs and iron found in this tribe as 
follows ; or, as fome fay, becaufe of his children, 
his daughters being very beautiful: andlet him dip 
bis foot in oil; have fuch plenty of it, that if he 
would he might dip or wath his feet in it ; and it 
was ufual not only to anoint the head, butthe 
feet ‘ alfo with oil, Luke vii. 46. 

¥.25. Thy foes thall be iron and brafs, &c.) 
Either they fhould have fuch an abundance of thefe 
metals, that they could if they would have made 
their fhoes of them ; but that is not ufual; though 


an heathen writer, fpeaking . 
that was promifed; this he looked at, chofe, andJof this part of the land of udea, fays it was a happy” 


ture, it is a feaft of itfelf ; fee P/. Ixiii. 3, 5. andjit is faid of Empedoclest the philofopher, that he 
full with the bleffing of the Lord as fuch mutt needs|wore fhoes of brafs, which was very fingular; and 
be who are fullof, and fatisfied with the favour,|fome think that this tribe, becaufe of the abun- 


good-will, and love of God; for they are filled |dance of thefe metals, ufed to ftick their thoes with — 
with all fpirimual bleffings, with all the bleffings of |iron and brafs nails at the bottom of them, as © 


grace, which {pring from his free favour, as pardon |country people, foidiers, and travellers in various 
Nations 

I 2 7 
® De bello Jud. 1. 3. ¢. 9. §. 8 © Antiqu. 1. 5. ¢. 1, §. e. 
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* Geograph. 1. 16. ps tg. ; 
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archi obferves, that he had feen - 
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nations do; but the true fenfe feems to be, that|and where they ate fafe from avenging juttice, the 
the land that fell to-this tribe, and on which they|wrath of God, the condemnation of the law, ever- 
trod, fhould yield much iron and brafs ; as in Car-jlafting ruin and deftruétion, or the fecond death 3 
mel, @ mountain on the borders of it, brafs wasjor their manjfion, or dwelling place* ; which he has 
taken, as fays Hefychius , and Zidon is by Ho- been in all generations, as Moj/és alfo fays, Pf xc. 
mer? faid to abound with brafs, which belonged to}1, 2. Such is Cérift to his people, who dwelt fe- 
this tribe ; and Sarepta, another city in it, had its|cretly inhim from everlafting, being chofen in him, 
name from }¥, which fignifies to melt, from the} and given to him ; and openly in converfion, where 
melting of thefe metals in it, fee Deut. viii. 9. they dwell as ina {trong hold, fafely, quietly, com- 
though fome Fewifh writers take the fenfe to be, that}fortably, and pleafantly : and underneath are thé 
the land of Afher was fo ftrongly fortified as if it} everlafting arms; that is, of God, which are the 
had been enclofed with walls of brafs and iron, or|{upport of his people, and their protection, fafety, 
the gates of its cities were fhut up with bolts and and fecurity ; fuch as the arms of his everlafting 
bars of iron and brafs, as archi, Kimchi, and|love, which encircle them, and compafs them 
Ben Melech obferve 5 fo the Aradic : and as thy day\about asa fhield; his everlafting covenant, which 
fo fhall shy frength be ; the fame in old age, asinjis immoveable, and in which they ever remain 5 
youth; which is the fenfe of the Latin Vulgate\eternal redemption and falvation,; wrought out by 
verfion, and all the Zargums , fuch were the vigour|Chriz, which fecures them from deftruction; and 
and ftrength of Mofes himfelf, ch. xxxiv. 7. andleverlafting power, by which they are kept and pre~ 
fo may denote a renewal of youth, like that of|ferved as in a garrifon; and everlafting confolation, 
eagles; and in a fpiritual fenfe, a revival of the|which flows from all this: and fo the arms of 
graces of the Spirit of God, as to the exercife of| Chriff, or his almighty power, are under the world, 
them, and an increafe of fpiritual ftrength, fo that|to uphold it in being ; and under his church, to 
the inward man is renewed day by day; and may|fupport it, on whofe fhoulders the government of 


alfo denote fuch 4 meafure of ftrength given, as is 
proportioned to the events that daily befal, or to 
the fervices and fufferings men are called unto; 
fee 1 Cor. x. 13..-2 Cor. iv. 16. and xii. 9, 10. 

yx. 26. There is none like unto the God of Fefurun, 
&c.] Or J/rael, as all the three Targums ; for this 
is one of the names of the people of J/rae/ ; fee 


itis ; and under particular believers, whom he car- 
ries in his arms, embraces in his bofom, bears them 
up under all their afflictions and temptations, trials 
and exercifes; nor will he ever fuffer them to drop 
out of his arms, or to be plucked from thence : 
and be foall thruft out the enemy from before thee ; 
the Canaanites out of the land of Canaan, to make 


the note on ch. xxxii. 15. and the Lord was their}room for J/rae/, which he was juft about to do, and 
God in. a fpecial fenfe, having chofen, redeemed|quickly did. In like manner, Cérift . thrufts out 
them, and made a covenant with them ; and there} Satan and the {piritual enemies of his people, whom 
is no God like him for the perfections of his na-|to difpoffefs is a work of mighty power; and 
ture, his purity and holinefs, his goodnefs, wifdom,}not only fo, but gives orders to deftroy them, and 


power, 
works of nature, providence, and grace, done by 
him; and for the bleffings of goodnefs, temporal 
and fpiritual, he beftows on men. 
ing particularly bleffed, the whole body of the 
people are pronounced happy, 
is enlarged on in this and the following verfes : 
who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in bis 
excellency on the fky; which he has the fovereign 
rule and difpofal of, andcanand does difpofe of all 
the artillery therein, as illuftrious proofs of his 
glory and excellency, and for the help of his peo- 
ple, and the deftruction of their enemies ; as when 
he fent forth hail, thunderings, and lightenings, 
upon the Egyptians, and frightened them; .and caft 
down hail-ftones upon the Canaanites, and flew 
many of them; and when the ftars in their courfe 
fought againit Siera ; fee Pf. Ixviii. 4, 33, 


ay. 27. The eternal God is thy refuge, &c.] God 
iseternal, from everlafting to everlafting ; the an- 
tient of days, before all things, and all time; 
which is, and was, and is to come: the fame is 
true of Chrift, who is the everlafting Father, or Fa- 
ther of eternity, the true God, and eternal life ; as 
appears from his nature, having the whole fulnefs, 
all the perfections of deity in him ; from his of- 
fice, as mediator, in which he was fet up from 
everlafting ; from his concern in eternal election, 
in the everlafting covenant, 
all things out of nothing : 
his people, the 
whom finners, 


i ony AS 1. 424. 


confidenter, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus; fe 


faithfulnefs, 8c. and for the wonderful|does deftroy them, and makes his people more than 


conquerors over them: and fhall fay, deftroy them ; 
the Canaanites ; to do which the people of Jrael 


The tribes be-|had an order from the Lord, Deut. vii. 1, 2. 


¥. 28. Lrael then fhall dwell in fafety alone, &c.} 


and whofe happinefs|The Canaanites being thruft out of their land, and 


Jfrael put into the poffeffion of it, fhould dwell in 
fafety, or confidently’, without fear of enemies, 
though furrounded with them on all hands ; and 
though alone, a feparate people, diftin& from all 
others their neighbours round about them; fee 
Numb, xxiii. 9. So the fpiritual J/rae/ dwell in the 
eternal God, their manfion, or dwelling-place ; in 
Chrift, their rock ; and ina ftrong city, the church, 
where they are in the utmoft fafety. God is all 
around them ; Cérift is their refuge, {trong-hold, 
and tower ; the holy Spirit in the midft of them is 
mighty; angels are their guardians, and the church 
their ftrong city, whofe walls and bulwarks are fal- 
vation : here they dwell confidently and fecurely ; 
though they have fometimes their fears, they have 
no juft reafon for them ; and when faith is in exer- 
cife, are free from them, cafting all their care on 
the Lord, and having confidence in him ; where 
they are alone, not folitary ; all the three divine 
perfons dwell with them, and alfo angels and faints 
their fellow-citizens ; but independent of others, 
having large provifions in Chri/?, in the covenant, 
and in the houfe of God; and are a feparate and di- 


and in the creation of|ftiné& people now, and will be to alleternity ; fee 
and he is the refuge of|the note on Numb. xxiii. 9. the fountain of Facob 
antitype of the cities of refuge, to|fhall be upon a Jand of corn and wine; that is, the 
under a fenfe of fin, flee for refuge ;| J/raelites that {pring from Facod, as ftreams of 


Wwa- 
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ter froma fountain; fee J/. xlviii. 1. thefe fhall be 
or dwell upon the land of Canaan, a land abound- 
ing with corn and wine, and all good things, ch. 
viii. 7, 8,9. or iz or by the fountain of Facob™ x in 
a.well-watered land, there they fhould dwell. So 
the fpiritual J/rae/ of God dwell in and by Céri/f, 
the fountain of gardens, the well of living waters, 
of life and falvation, in whom ail fulnefs of grace 
dwells for their fupply: or the eye: of Facob" is 
or fhall be on a land, &c. that is, the J/raelites 
had their eye on the good land of Canaan, and 
would quickly not only be in fight, but in pof- 
feffion of it. Every true J/raelite has a {piritual 
eye, which is the eye of faith, the evidence of 
things not feen, which looks to and upon that bet- 
ter country, the land afar off, heaven andeternal 


\ 
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bleffings ; and in the faith, hope, and view of eter-. 
nal happinefs: who is like unto thee? for an in- 
tereft in the favour of God, fora fhare in the blef-— 
fings of goodnefs, for a good God, a good land, 
and. good laws; for wifdom and knowledge, for 
riches and honour, for holinefs and happinefs: @ 
people faved by the Lord , redeemed by. him out of 
Egypt, preferved in the wildernefs; faved from 
many dangers and enemies, and now brought near 
to the land of Canaan. The Targum of Fonathan. 
is, ‘* faved or redeemed in the name of the Word 
of the Lord ;” by whom the fpiritual I/rael of 
God are redeemed from.-al] their fins, from the 
curfes ofthe law, andout of the hand of all their 
enemies; and. are and will be compleatly faved 
in foul and body, with an everlafting falvation : the 


happinefs, and expects and waits for the full enjoy- | /hield of thy belp; that is, the Lord, by whom they 


ment of it: alfo his heavens fhall drop down dew; 


the heavens over the land of Canaan fhould-drop } 


are faved; he is the fhield that proteéts them; the 
fhield of faith and of falvation, which faith lays 


down dew upon it, and make it fruitful to bring Mhold on and makes ufe of for its defence, and 


forth corn and wine, -which was ‘facod’s bleffing, 
Gen. xxvii. 28. ‘Thus the Lord in the heavens 
drops down the dew of grace, and the bleffings of 
it, upon his people, which .make them revive as 
the corh; and grow as the vine ; and Chri/t’s hea- 
venly. minifters drop the dew of gofpel-doctrine 
upon them, to the great refrefhment of them, ch. 
xxxil. 3. Sof. xiv. 5, 6, 7. 
_¥. 29. Happy art thou, O Ifrael, &c.) This is 
the conclufion of the blefling on J/rae/ fammed up 
in afew words ; they having God to be their God, 
and having’ fo many good things promifed them, 
and.in fight of them; being now got through the 
wildernefs, and on the borders of the land of Ca- 
naan ;-as allfuch mutt be happy, »whofe covenant- 
God is the Lord; fince they muft be beloved of 
him, chofen by him, and bleffed with all fpiritual 


CHA P. 


= to the top of Pi/gab, where he was fhewn 
the whole land of Canaan, y. 1—4. of his death, 
burial, and age, ¥. 5, 6, 7. of J/rae/’s mourning for 
him, and the time of it, y. 8. of his fucceflor Fo/hua, 
Yweg. and of the character of Mo/es, to whom no 
prophet was to be comparéd, y¥. 10—12. 


ys 1. And Mofes went up from the plains of 


who is the help of his people in all times of trouble : 
and who is the fword of thy excellency; to deftroy 
their enemies, and whereby they would be raifed to. 
that excellency and glory they were in the land of 
Canaan: and thine enemies foall be found lars unto 
thee; who threatened what they would do unto 
them, but were not able; or,/ball lie. unto thee °, 
be in fuch dread and fear as to tell lies to fave 
themfelves, and pretend to be what they were not, 
as the Gibeonites did, of whom archi interprets this 
paflage: and thou fhalt tread upon their high places; 
be poffeffed of their cities and fortreffes, built on 
an eminence ; fee ch. xxxii. 13. all the three Zar- 
gums, and fo Farchi, interpret it, of treading on the 
necks of their kings, which was fulfilled, Fo, x. 
24. 


XXXIV. 


HIS chapter informs us of Mofes going up ,fhewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan; the 


Word of the Lord, as the Yargum of Fonathan, 
who appeared to him in the bufh,: fent him to 
Egypt, wrought miracles by him there, led him 
and the people of J/rael through the Red-/ea and 
wildernefs, and brought them to the place where 
they now were; and though the eye of Mo/es was 
not become dim, as was ufual at fuch an age he 
was of, yet it can hardly be thought it fhould be 


Moab, &c.] Where the J/raelites had lain encam-|fo ftrong as to take, a diftinét view of the whole 
ped for fome timey and where Mofes had repeated|land of Canaan, to the utmoft borders of it: no 
to them the law, and all that is contained in this}doubt but his natural fight was wonderfully 
book of Deuteronomy, and after he had read to} ftrengthened and increafed by the Lord, by whom 
them the fong in ch. 32. and had blefled the feve-| he was directed firft to behold the land of Gilead — 
ral. tribes, as in the preceding chapter: at the}on that fide of Yordan where he was, and which 
command of God he went up from hence, wmto| was the poffeffion of the two tribes of Reuben and 
the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pifgab, that is\Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffh; and then he 
over-againft Fericho ; Nebo was one of the moun-| was directed to look forward to the land of Ca- 
tains of Avarim, which formed a ridge of them,|#aan beyond Jordan, to the northern part. of it; 
and Pi/gab was the higheft point of Nedo, and this|for Daz is not the tribe of Dan, but.a city of that 
was over-again{t Fericho on the other fide Fordan,|name, formerly Le/hem, which the Danites took, 
fee ch. xxxili. 49. hither Mo/es went, to the top of|and lay the fartheft north of the land, hence the 
this, high mountain, for aught appears, without|phrafe from Dam to Beerfbeba, fee Fob. xix, 47. 
any fupport or help, his natural force not being|this city is fo called by anticipation: 4ben Ezra 
abated, though 120 years old; and hither he feems|thinks Fo/oua wrote this verfe. 2, a fpirit of pro- 
to have gone alone, though Fo/ephus? and the Sa-|phecy ; and it is very likely the whole chapter was 
maritan chronicle +fay, Lleazer, Fofbua, and the|written by him, and not the eight laft verfes only, — 
elders of Jrael accompanied him: and the Lord\as fay the Fewifh writers: this view Mo/es had of 

; the 


: I - ‘ 
» Fonte Jahakobi, Junius & ‘Tremellius, apud.fontem Jacobi Cocceius. » APY? yy oculus Jahakob, V. L. Ti- 
gurine verfion, Pagninus, Montanus, Munifter, ° \W'TID? mentientur, Montanus, Tigurine verfion; mentiuntur, 
Gocceius, P Antig. 1. 4. c. 8. §. 48. 4 Apud Hottinger, Smegma, ]. 1. ¢, 8, p. 456, 
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the good land a little, before ‘his death, may be; Word of the Lord, as. the Fera/alem Targum, has 
an emblem of that ‘fight, believers have by faith,| ving fhewn him all the land of Canaan :, this is the 
of the heavenly glory, and which fometimes is the|/aad which I fware unto Abrabam, unto Ifaac, and 
cleareft when near to death; this fight they have|unto Facob, faying, I will give it unto thy feed; to 
not in the plains of AMoad, in the low eltate of| dbraham, Gen. xv. 18. to Ifaac, Gen. xxvi. 3, to 
nature, but in an exalted ftate of grace, upon and|Facob, Gen. xxviii. 13. I bave caufed thee to fee it 
from off the rock of Chrift, in the mountain of|with thine eyes ; not only had indulged him with 
the church of God, the word and ordinances being}a general view of it, but had ftrengthened his eyes 
often the means of it; it is a fight by faith, and/fight, that he had a full, clear, and diftin& fight 
is of the Lord, which he gives, ftrengthens, andjof it: det thou /halt not go over thither; which he 
increafes, and fometimes grants more fully a little/had faid more than once before, and abides by it, 
before death.’ .. and this becaufe of the behaviour of Mo/es at the 
¥. 2. And.all Naphtali, &c.] Which lay in}waters of Meribab, Numb, xx. 12. fee Deut. iii, 
the northern part of the Jand, and where was Ga-|25, 26, 27. 
lilee of the Gentiles, and fo he had a fight of all] ¥. 5. So Mojfes the fervant of the Lord died there, 
that country moft frequented by the Meffiah when|in the land of Moab, &c.] Which formerly be- 
come, fee Matt, iv. 13, 14,15. and the land of\longed to Moab, and was taken from them by Si+ 
Epbrain and Manaffeh, which lay in the midland|4on king of the Amorites, and now in the poffeffion 
part of the country: aud all the land of Fudab;|of Ifrael: here on a mountain in this land Mo/es 
which lay to the fouth: wato, the utmoft fea; the|died ; and yet contrary to the exprefs words of this 
Mediterranean ea, which was the weftern boundary |text, fome ¥ewi/b writers affirm™, that hedied not, 
of the land, called the hinder fea, Zech. xiv. 8.|/but was tranflated to heaven, where he minifters; 
and might as well be fo rendered here, for the fame| yea, that he was an angel and could not die: but it 
word is ufed: Farchi would have it read, not thejis clear he did die, even though a fervant of the 
hinder fea, but the latter day; for, he fays, the}Lord, as he was, and a faithful one; but fuch die 
Lord fhewed to Mofes all that fhould happen to J/-|as well as others, Zech. i. 5. there is a faying of 
rael until the refurrection of the dead; and fo the|/fome * Jews, ‘* Mo/es died, and who fhall not die?” 
Largum of Fonathan paraphrafes the above paflages,|n0 man can promife himfelf immortality here, 
and obferves that the Lord fhewed Mo/es the mighty/when fuch great and good men die: the Targum 
deeds of Fephtha of Gilead, and the victories of|of Yonathan fays, he died on the feventh of Adar 
Samfon, who was of the tribe of Daz; the idola-|or February, on which day he was born; and it 
tries of that tribe, and Sam/on the faviour that|is the general opinion of the Few writers’, that 
fhould fpring from them; Dedorab and Barak and|he died on the feventh of that month, in the middle 
the princes of the houle of Naphtali, Fofbua the|of the day, and that it was a fabbath-day: though, 
fon of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, that fhould|as Aben Ezra obferves*, fome fay he died on the 
fight with and flay the kings of Canaan; and Gi-|firft of Adar; and Fo/ephus* is exprefs for it, that 
deon the fon of Foajb, of the tribe of Manaffeb,|it was at the new moon, or firft day of the months 
that fhould fight with Midian and Amalek, and alljand with this agrees the calculation of bifhop 
the kings of J/rae/, and the kingdom of the houfe|Uher.”: according to the word of the Lord; accord- 
of Fudah , the king of the fouth, that fhould join|ing'to the prophecy of the Lord, and according to a 
the king of the north to deftroy the inhabitants of|command of his, that he fhould go up to the above- 
the earth; and even the deftruction of Armillus or|{aid mountain and die, Numb, xxvii. 12, 13. Deut.. 
antichrift, and the war of Gog and Magog, and the|xxxii. 49, 50. or, as the Targum of Ferufalem, ac- 
great affliClion Michael fhall fave from. cording to the decree of the Lord; as the death of 
¥. 3. And the fouth, &c.] The fouthern part of|every man is, both with refpect to time and place, 
the land, even all of it; and having fhewn him that,|and manner of it: it is appointed for men once to 
he is direéted eaftward to take.a view of the plain of|die, Heb. ix. 27. becaufe it is in the original text, 
the valley of Fericho, which lay before him, a delight-| according to the mouth of the Lord‘; hence fome 
ful plain; fee Fob. v. 10. the city of palm-trees;|Fewifh writers, as Farchi particularly, interpret it, 
fo Fericho was called, becaufe of the multitude of|of his dying by a kifs of his mouth, with ftrong 
palm-trees which grew there, and which Yo/epbus|expreffions and intimations of his love to him, 
not only teftifies', who fpeaks of it as a plain|Cawf. i. 2. and no doubt but he did die fatisfied 
planted with palm-trees, and from whence balfamjof the love of God to him, enjoying his prefence, 
comes ; but feveral heathen writers: Pliny fays*,|and having faith and hope of everlafting life and 
Fericho was fet with palm-trees; Diodorus Siculus ‘\falvation ; but the true fenfe is, he died accord- 
fpeaks of the country about Yericho as abounding|ing to the will of God, not of any difeafe, or thro” 
with palm-trees, and ina certain valley, meaning|the infirmities of age, but by the immediate order 
the vale or plains of ericho, is produced thatjand call of God out of this life. 
which is called balfam ; fo Strabo fays", Fericho is| y: 6. And be buried him, &c.] Aben Ezra fays, 
a plain furrounded with mountains abounding with|he buried himfelf, going into a cave on the top of 
palm-trees, where there is a plantation of palm-}the mount, where he expired, and fo where he 
trees, with other fruit-trees the fpace of a hun-|died his grave was; but though he died on the 
dred furlongs: auto Zoar; near the falt fea; fee] mount, he was buried in a valley: archi and fo 
Gen. xix, 22. other Fewi/h writers * fay, the Lord buried him ; it 
w. 4. And the Lord faid unto him, &c.] The|may be by the miniftry of angels: an Arabic wri- 


ter 

* De bello Jud. 1. 1. ¢ 18. §. 5. & 1.4.0.8. §. 2. * Nat. Hift. 1. 5. ¢. 14. t Bibliothec. 
eo 17k Guecleot: ie p- He ~ T. Bab. Beak fol. 13. 2. Yalkut & R. Abraham, 
Seba in Tzeror Hammor in loc. “ Seder Tephillot, fol. 213. 1. ed. Bafil. ; y 'T. Bab. Kidduhin, 
fol. 38. 1. Seder Olam Rabba, ¢. 10. p. 29. Juchafin, fol. 10, 1. Shalfhalet Hakabala, fol. 7. 2. fo Patricides apud Hot. 
tinger, p. 457. 2 Pirufh in Deut. i, 2. fo Midrafh Efther, fol. 93. 2, * Ut fupra, §. 49. 
. Ritusles Vet. Teft. p. 37. ©) Sy fuper os, Montanus; juxta os, Tigurine verfion, Mila 


Sotah, c. 1. §. 9. Pirke Eliezer, ¢. 17. 
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in the ‘plains of Moab 30 days, &c.]) ‘According 
both to Fo/epbus ® and the Samaritan chronicle*, ~ 
they cried and wept in a very vehement manner; 
when‘ he fignified to them his approaching death, 
and took his leave of them; and when he was 
dead they mourned for him in a public manner, 
the fpace’ of time here mentioned, the time of 
mourning for his brother Aaron, Numb, xx. 29. 
0 the days of weeping and mourning for Mofes were 
ended; on the eighth of Nifen or March, as fays 
the Targum of Fonathan, and on the ninth they 
prepared their veffels and their cattle for a march, 
and on the tenth .paffed over Yordan, and on the 
wteenth'the manna ceafed, according to the faid 
paraphrafe. . 
¥. 9. And Fofoua the fon of Nun was full of the 
Jpivit of wifdom, &c.} The fucceffor of Mofes, 
and who by the. fpirit of wifdom on him, was 
abundantly qualified for the government of the 
people of //rae/, in which he was a type of Chrift, 
on whom the Spirit of wifdom and underftanding 
is faid to reft, Jf xi. 2. for Mofes had laid bis hands’ 
upon him; which was a fymbol of the government 
being committed to him, and devolving upon him 
after his death, and expreffive of prayer tor him, 
that he might be fitted for it, of which aétion fee 
Numb. xxvii. 23. and the children of Ifrael bear- 
kened unto him, and did as the Lord commanded 
Mojfes ; or by the hand of Mofes; they’ received’ 
him and owned him as their fupreme governor un=" 
der God, and yielded a chearful obedience to his 
commands, as the Lord by Mofes commanded’ 
them to do, and as they promifed; fee Fo. i. 16, 
17, 18. 2" 
y¥. 10, And there arofe not a prophet fince in If- 
rael like unto Mofes, &c.} Not in the times of 
Fofoua, who wrote this’ chapter, at leaft the laft 
eight verfes, as fay the Fews°s nor to the times of’ 
Samuel, whom others take to be the writer of 
them; nor to the times of Ezra, as others; nor 
even throughout the whole old teitament-difpenfa- 
tion to the times of Chrift, the great prophet, like’ - 
to Mofes, that was to arife; and the Meffiah is by 
the Fews, owned, as by Maimonides *, to be equal 
to him, and by others, to be above him: it isa 
well-known faying of theirs*, that ‘* the Meffiah 
“¢ -fhall be exalted above Abraham, and extolled 
*¢ above Mo/es, and made higher than the mini- 
*¢ ftring angels ;” but as to all other prophets he 
excels them, and therefore they call him the prince, 
mafter, and father of the prophets, and fay, that 
all prophefied from the fountain of his prophecy *: 
the difference between him and them is obferved 
by Maimonides*, to lie in many things; as that 
they prophefied by a dream or vifion, but he 
awake and feeing; they prophefied by the means 
of an angel, and faw what they did in parables and 
dark fayings; but Mofes not by means of an an- 
gel, but the Lord fpake to him face to face; they 
trembled and aftonifhed, but not fo Mofées; they 
could not prophefy when they would, buthe at any 
time, nor -did he need to difpofe and prepare his 
mind for it; fome of which will not hold good, ef- 
pecially the laft ; the inftances in which he real 
exceeded them follow: whom the Lord knew face 


ter fays4, -he was buried by angels: it is very pro- 
bable he was buried by Michael, and who is no 
other than the archangel or head of principalities 
and powers, our Lord Jefus Chrift, ‘fora reafon 
that will be hereafter fuggefted, fee Fud. y. 9. 
in a valley in the land of Moab over-againft Baal- 
Peor ; where {tood a temple dedicated) to’ the ido] 
Peor, fee ch. iii. 29. but no man knoweth of bis 
fepulcbre unto this day, to the time'when  Fofbua 
wrote this; or as others think Samuel: if Mo/fes is 
the fame with the Ofris of the Egyptians, ‘as fome 
think’ ©, it may be obferved, that his teh is faid 
to be'unknown to the Lgyptians, as Diodorus Si- 
culus* and Strabo® both affirm, and the grave of 
Mofes is unknowa, even ‘unto this our day; for 
though no longer ago than in the year 1655. in 
the month’of Ofober, it’ was pretended to ‘be found 
by fome Maronite fhepherds on mount Nebo, with 
this infeription on it in Hebrew letters, Mofes the 
fervant of the lord; but this ftory was ¢onfuted by 
Fecomas a learned Few, who proved it to’ be the 
grave of another Mofés *, whom Wagenfeil conjec- 
tures, was Mo/es Maimonides’; but fome think the 
whole {tory is an impofition: the reafon'why the 
grave of Mofes was kept a fecret, was, as Ben Ger; 
fom faugeetts, left becaufe of his miracles, fucceed- 
ing generations fhould make a god of him and 
worfhip him, as it feems a fort of hereticks called 
Melchifedecians did *: the death and burial of Mo/es 
were-an emblem of the weaknefs and infufficiency 
of the law of Mo/es,: and the works of it, to bring 
any into the heavenly Canaan; and of the law 
being dead, and believers dead to that through the 
body of Chrift, and of the entire abrogation and 
abolition of it by Chrift, according’ to the will of 
God, .as a covenant of works, as'to the curfe and 
condemnation of it, and juftification by it; who 
is Michael the archangel, and is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs ; he abolifhed it in ‘his flefh, nail- 
ed it to his crofs, carried it to his grave and left 
it there; the rites and ceremonies of it’ are to be 
no more received, nor is it to be fought after for 
righteoufnefs and life, being dead and buried, Rom. 
vil. 6. 

y. 7. And Mofes was 120 years old when be died, 
&c.] Which age of his may be divided into three 
equal periods, forty years in Pharacb’s court, forty 
years in Midian, and forty in the care and go- 
vernment of J/rae/, in Egypt and in the wildernefs ; 
fo long he lived, though the common age of man 
in his time, was but threefcore years and ten, P/. 
xc. 10. and what is moft extraordinary is; is eyes 
were not dim, as J/aac’s were, and men at fuch an 
age and under, generally be: nor bis natural force 
abated, neither the vigour of his mind: nor the 
ftrength of his body; his intellectuals’ were not 
decayed, his memory and judgment; nor was his 
body feeble, and his countenance wan’; his moi/ture, 
was not fled', as it may be rendered, his -radic¢al 
moifture ; he did not look withered and wrinkled, 
but plump and fleek, as if he was a young man in 
the prime of his days: this may denote the continued 
ufe of the ceremonial law then to direét to Chrift, 
and the force of the moral Jaw as in the hands of 
Chrift, requiring obedience and conformity to it, as 


arule of walk and converfation, 1 Cor. ix. 21. to face; owned, took notice of, and familiarly 
¥. 8. And the children of Irael wept for Mofes\converfed with face to face, as a man with his 
‘a . ( 
4 Abulpharag. Hift. Dynaft. p.. 32. * See Gale’s court, of the Gentiles, B. 2. ¢. 7 £] 
' » B. 4. cop. ipega. Bi- 
bijathec. Lt, ps #8. & Geograph. l, 17. p. 552.  » See Calmet’s Diétionary in yore, Sepulchre. 
Nor, in Sotah, p. 327. * Epiphan, contr. Haref. 1. 2. Harefe 5. ! So Ainfworth, = Ut 
fupra. » Apud Hottinger, p. 456. ° T. Bab, Bava fades fol. 15. 1. ? Hilchot 


Tefhuvah, c. 9. §. 2 @ Tanchuma in Yalkut in If, 52. 13. 
Pho 4 § éThy #r6e 7, 8, % ut in If, 2. 13 | * Maimon, Yefode Hatorah, ¢. 7. §. 6. 
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friend; none were permitted to fuch familiarity'forty years; or efpecially in the quantity of them, 
with God as he; fee Numb. xii. 6, 7,-8. Exod.,he working more than all the reft put together : 
xxxili, at. the Jergums of fonathan and Ferufa-\Manafeh Ben Ifrael.*, has collected all that the pro- 
lem paraphrafé-it, “* whom the Word of the Lord/phets wrought, or were. wrought for their “fakes, 
% «knew. |) SS ©. fand they came to 74; but thofe that were wrought 

y. a1. In all the figns and the wonders which the\by Mojes or on his account make 76 but whe- 
Lord feat him todo, &c.| ‘The fame Targums alfoj ther this is a juft account. I will not fay. 
paraphrafe here, ** which the Word of the Lord} y. 12, And in all that mighty band, &c.} In 
** fent him to do$” for he it was that appeared tolall done by his hand, which he ftretched out over 
him in the bufh, and fent him to Egypt to work|the fea and divided, to make a paflage through it 
miracles, which he did by him: iz the land of(\for the Jraclites, and with his rod in it {mote the 
Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all. bis fervants, and to\rocks, and waters gufhed out for them: and in all 
all bis land;*to whom they were vifible, and who|that great terror which Mofes fhewed in the fight of 
were all affected by them more or lefs: this refpects|a// [/rael,; meaning either the terror the Egyp- 
chiefly the ten plagues inflifted on the Egyptians :|tians were ftruck with by him, in the fight of all J/- 
the Fews obferve that the fuperexcellency of Mo/es|rae/, when he publickly and-before them wrought 
to the reft of the prophets, lay chiefly in his fu-|the wonders he did in the land of Ham which of- 
perior degree of prophecy rather than in miracles,|ten threw them into a panic, efpecially the thun- 
and not fo much in the nature or the quality of|ders and lightning, the three days darknefs, and 
the miracles ; the ftopping of the fun by Yo/oua,|the flaying of their firft-born; fee P/. Ixxviii. 12, 
and the raifing of the dead to life by Hijab and|49, 50, 51. andcv. 38. or the terror the J/rael- 
Elifpa being greater than his ; but either in the du-|ites were in at the giving and, receiving of the 
tation of them, as the manna which continued near|law, Exod. xix. 16. and xx. 18,19, 20. 


* Conciliator in Deut. Qu. 11. §. 4. p. 238, 239, 240. 
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The Book. of 


4 phets into former. and latter ; 
“the firft of the former pro- 

\ phets is Yo/hua, -or Sepher 
Fofoua, the book of Fofhua, 


W% as it is commonly called in 


CONF | Gree the Hebrew copies; the Syriac 
weet + “* Fofbua, the fon of Nux, the 
“© difciple of Mo/es:” in the Arabic verfion it is 
reckoned a book of the Fudges, which adds, ‘* the 


<< firft among the judges of the children of J/rael 


“ was Fo/bua, the fon of Nun, the 28th from Adam, 
“< who reigned over J/rael after the prophet Moj/es.” 
This book bears the name of 7o/hua, either becaufe 
it is concerning him, his actions and exploits in the 
land of Canaan, or becaufe it was written by him, 
or both; tho’ fome afcribe it to Hzra, and others 


to J/aiah, but it muft have been written before the 


times of 4bab, as appears from 1 Kings xvi. 34. 
and even before the times of .David; as-is clear from 
ch. xv. 69. compared with 2 Sam. v. 6. for though 
mention is made in it of the mountains of fudab and 


of I/rael, from whence fome have concluded, that 


the writer muft have lived after the times of Rebo- 
boam, in whofe days the kingdom was divided ; 
yet we find the diftinétion of J/rael and Fudab took 
place before, even in the times of David.and A/aph, 
Pf. \xxvi. 1. It is moft likely, that this book was 
written by Fo/hua himfelf, as the ews in their Ta/- 
mud * affert ; and indeed, who more fit for it than 
himfelf ? and if written or put together by another, 
it is moft probable that it was taken out of his 
diary, annals or memoirs; and though there are 
fome things recorded in it, which were done after 
his death, thefe might be inferted under a divine 
direction and influence by Eleazar, or Phinebas, or 
Samuel, to each of whom fome afcribe the writing 
of this book, juft as Yo/bua is fuppofed to add 
fome verfes concerning Mo/es at the end of the Pen- 
tateuch : however, be it wrote by whom it may, 
there is no doubt to be made of the divine infpi- 
ration and authenticity of it by us chriftians, fince 
fome hiftories recorded in it are taken from it, or 
referred to in Heb. xi. 30, 31. and the promife 
made to Fofoua is quoted, and applied to every 
believer, ch. xiii. 6. and the apoftle James refers 
to the cafe of Rabab, her character and condué& 
in it, Fam. ii. 25. The fubject-matter of this book 


is Fofoua’s taking upon him the government of|viding it to them by lot, which Mo/fes might 
I * 


infcription is, ** the book of 


JOSHUA. 


the children of J/rae/, after the death of Mofes, 
by a divine commiffion, exhortation and encou- 
ragement given him to engage in war with the 
Canaanites, his conquefts of them, the divifion of 
the land of Canaan to the children of J/rae/, and 
their fettlement in it. Itis of great ufe not only 
to give us the geography of the land of Canaan, 
and the hiftory of the church of God, from the 
death of Mofes to the times of the Fudges; but 
fhews the exact fulfilment of prophecy, and the 
faithfulnefs of God to his promifes in giving the 
land of Canaan to I/rael, according to thofe made 
to their fathers, and the juftice of God in punifh- 
ing the Canaanites for their abominable fins, as had 
been foretold ; and the wonderful care of God, 
and his love to the people of J/rael in preferving 
and protecting them, and in fettling them in fuch 
a good land, notwithftanding all their murmurings, 
ingratitude, and unbelief in the wildernefs; and 
may ferve to lead us to Chrift, whofe type Fo/hua 
was in the whole affair here’ related: his name has 
the fignification of the falvation of the Lord in 
it; and he is by the Greek writers, and fo in the 
New Teftament, called Fe/us, a faviour, Aas vii. 
45. Hebd. iv. 8. and as they agree in their name, fo 
they do in their ftate,, condition and charaéter ; 
Fofoua was a fervant of Mo/es, Chrift was made 
under the law, and became fubject to it, both mo- 
ral and ceremonial ; and alfo in their office, Fo/bua 
was the governor of J/rael, and the commander of 
their forces, for which he was well qualified with 
wifdom, courage and integrity ; Chrift is king of 
faints, the leader and commander of the people, 
who has fought their battles for them, being abun- 
dantly qualified, having the {pirit of wifdom, coun- 
fel, might, and of the fear of the Lord refting 
on him. ‘ofbua was a type of Chrift in various 
actions of his ; in leading ‘the people through the 
river Yordan, an emblem either of baptifm, or of 
affiictions, or of death itfelf, in which Chrift is 
with his people, and carries them through ; in fav- 
ing Rabab and her family, fo Chrift faves the 
worft and chief of finners; in receiving the Gibe- 
onites, who fubmitted to him, as Chrift does all 
that come to him ; in his conqueft of the feveral 

kings of the Canaanites, fo Chrift has conquered — 
all the fpiritual enemies of his people, fin, fatan 
and the world; in bringing and fettling the people 
of J/rael in the land of Canaan, their reft, and di- 
not 
do; 


* T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 14. 2. 


~ 
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in-whom they obtain the inh 
Slory, by; fot, a8 by MAQELRRY, Hey, FURY. falas 
tion and eternal life, and. not, by the works of the 
lay: |. This book. contaigs, an, bitory of folhua,, af 
his government, his aéts and deeds, from the death 
of Mofes to his own 3 how’ ong, that was is not. cer- 
tain; the Fewib chronologers > obferve, thatthe 
A : LAID SU SiN iia ~ oR 

time of his principality we: fad not..in the texts 
thougli they © fay he fucceéded, Mofes when. he.was 
82 years of age, and. governed J/rael 28 years 
Expolemus*, at heathen Writer, fays 30 years, Chri- 
{tian writers. commonly make his reign.to, be 27 
eye ee BM) VINA S > oe . 2 f . 
years ©, but an Arabic writer Atretches it further 


nal, reft hereafter; 
iran of the eavenly 


- 


£0.31 years 5 he fays, he took. the.government. of 


> YIOJOIV £uUBIGO OF VBW. Si) | 
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Af OSES. being dead,“ the Lord direéts and eh- 

“courdges*Jofbua to take the command of the 
children of U/rael, and go over Fordan with them, 
ahd take:pofleffion of the Jand ‘of Canagu, and di- 
vide it to them; ‘giving him gracious promiles and 
{trong affurahces of his, preience, and fome good 
advice.with refpect to his cohduat, y.-1—g.. upon 
which Yepia orders the people to be ready in three 


FORNEY 


do ; fo Chrift only, re ae 0; the, true reff} the. 


io the 
no cafe of, con{cience .with Fofoua, to go and \take 
it out of the hands. of the:prefent, inhabitants, -fince 
the Lord, who,had a right, to, difpofe-of itsy gaye 
it to them, 


16s 


people in the 7gth yearsofF hispages, yahd tioned 
oF but it feems more, probable, sthatilie was 93 
years, of. age when Mofes died, who-lived taibevan 
110, 40, that only. 17.years, intervened, sbetween the 
death, of the,.one and, of ithe other 3) fevemmycars 
/goua was,.in. fubduing,the. land, andey or years 
more Pe , taken up, in dividing, it, to\ the people, 
and-fettling them, init, and in the government :of 
them, ; after which Elegzen, might irule «tem=years 
more, whofe death is mentioned init \40 indeed 
the book may, be reckoned,, anyhiftory-of 2 zyears, 
though fa/bug lived. only 4 7,.0f then.>>T be Ghro& 
nicle,to; which the, Samaritans give the:name of 
the, book. of Joua, .i3.aSpurious work; aniepis 
tome of which, Hortinger.® hasicompiledy, and:ttaat: 
latedyout of the 4rabic.exemplar into Latin odve 


xt ‘ ery ot 
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to carry them, over, or pentaons,io.put acrofs the 
tiver: untae. the. land which, £. give.untothem, even 
children, of Irael,;and therefore, it could be 


As this Jandjwas. a, typeof heaven, 


dily agreed to do, and promifed obedience to him 


and eternal life, »which. is, the.free gift of God thro” 
Chritt, pafling over the river of Jorday to.its.may 
bean emblem: of the paflage through death to,the 
heavenly ftate; both of the death of. Chrift,, the 
antitypical“7a/aua, who pafled. through it; asya,:fu- 
rety to make fatisfaction. for fin, and, as’ a, fore 
runner to fet an.example, to fanctify. death, to,open. 
a way into. the -holieft of. holies, .and.prepare.a 
iplace for his people; and of ,the death of,the-faints,, 
which, is neceflary to, their, enjoyment °of perfec 
reft and happinefs. heclen ren ods an. bacacn}il 
| 3s. Every place thatthe, fole of your fect foall, 
before, it ‘is connected ‘with ;" and indeed it feems to] ‘read upon, &¢.|.; That, is, inthe land, of Canaain,s, 
be the. laft chapter of ‘the ‘book of Dewteronomy,| that have I given unto vou, .as.I faid, unto Mojes,s: 
which tréats of the death of Mo/es; and Fofbua be-|in Deut. xi. 24, fee.the note. there,s, though the: 
ing the penman of the Jaft eight verfes of that| ews extend this to all without. theJand fabdued, 
chapter, as fay the Talmudifis', and of this book,|by them, and even to.all the, countries they now. 
ds hasbeen’ ieen, having wrote them, he goes on|tread on, and are exiles. in ;~but the.limits, of what. 
with the hiftory of his own affairs in ftri€t con-|the Lord gave them are fixed in the next: vere. »j4 
nexion with that account, beginning where that] y.4, From the. wilderae/s,, &c, ],..,The wilders; 
ended; ‘namely, at the death of Mo/es,. whofe cha- nefs of Kadefh and Sin, on the border of Edom; in: 
racter here given is the fervant of the Lord ; “and alithe fouth-eaft corner, as Farchi {ays, fee Numb: 
faithful -one” he was in all things belonging to, it,|xxxiv. 3. and this Lebanon ;,which though on.the 
and in whatfoever was‘enjoined him by the Lord, other fide Jordan, and, at..a confiderable;diftances, 
fee Deut. xxxiv. 5. and if came to pafs that.ihe Lord |\being the northern border, of the land towards. Sy= 
Spake unio Fifbua the fon’.of Nun, Mofés’s minifter ia,’ might be feen afar offs or,it isexprefied, be- 
either in’a dream, or Vifion, or by an articulate|caufe it was \a well known ‘place, as Kimehi, ree, 
voice out“of the fanctuaty? of Fofbua’s defcent and|marks; even unto the great. river, tke river. Eu- 
relation, fee Exod. xxxiii.. 11. and of his office un-|pbrafes ; which was the eaftern border.of the, land, 
der Mofes, not as‘a menial fervant, but a minifter|iand to which it reached in the. times of. Sclomon, 
of ftate; fee Exod. xxiv. 13. “Jaying as follows. | whofe dominion extended thither, )1 Kings iv, 246 
— 2. Mofes my fervant is dead, &c.) Which wasaccording te Farch:, this was its breadth.from fouth 
faid not for the information of Fofoua, but to lead |to north : all-the land of the Hittites;.who though, 
onto, and thew the caufe and ‘reafon’ of what “he }only one OF the. feven nations. of Canaan, are. put 
was about to fay to him: now therefore arife,’ go\for the reft, and the rather mentioned, becauife .as 
over this Fordan ; near'to which the whole body of|their name “fignifies, . they, were very formidable, 


days to go ‘along with him, y.,10, 41. and parti- 
cularly addreffés” the “Reubenifes and Gadites, and 
half tribe ‘of Manéfeb, and puts-them in. mind of 
what Mojes had ordered, and they had promifed, to 
go along, with. their ‘brethren, and affift them. in 
conquering the land, y. 12—1i5. which they rea- 


in all things, y. LO 1Ge 8 


¥. 1. Now after tbe deal of Mofes, &c.} | Or. 


and after”, ‘the book begins as ‘if fomething went 


the pedple of J/rae! were, “and very probably were 
in fight of it: thou; and all this people , ‘which were 
very numerous, 600,000 men ‘or more, befides a 
great number of women and children,"and no boats 

7) 90% 3 ) ] J : 21g oii : 


° Ganz Zemach David; part. Sols 7 g. > 
4 Apud BufeboPiepar. Evangel leg. c. 30. 
apud Ho:tinger. p. 524. 

. L, & fuit,. Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus. 
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. ©-Pertullian,' Lagtantius, Eufebius, Auguftia. apud 
Philolog. 1. 2. c. 1. §. 2. p. 960. fo Ben Gerfom in Jud, 11. 26. & Abulpharag. Hig. Dynaft. p. 25. 
& Ad Calcem Exercitat. Antimorin. 


and terrible ; among ;themy,dwelt the uckim, ‘and 
they themfelves were very warlike and, populous 5 
or they are taken notice, of particularly,.here,,.be- 
caufe they dwelt in’ the.weftern part of the land 
Ith 02, essai Pca} Pet 
Jachatin fol. 10.4. 
ottinger. Thefaur. , 

f Elmacinus 

b yey & factum elt, 


Ge dee Olam Rabba, c. 12. p. 33. 


' T..Bab,Bava Bathra,’ fol.’1 4. 2. 
yoiist_ 22409) ge #°rEy 


166 FOSHUA. Chi. v1 5—ro. 


defcribed by then, fo Kimchi thinks ; according to|fee that the law was obeyed by the people in all 
Farcbi, this was its length from eaft to weft: and|things, and particularly as the general of the army, 
unto the great fea, the Mediterranean fea, which{who was to obferve to do what had been ordered, 
was the weftern border of the land of Canaan, cal-| with refpect to the Canaanites, fee Deut. vii. I—5. 
led great, in comparifon of the fea of Tiberias,|turn not from it to the right-band or to the lefts 
and the falt fea, which were in it: toward the going\from the law, by adding to it, or taking from it; 
down of the fun, fall be your coaft ; the weftern coaft,}fo Ben Gerfom explains it, ‘* turning to the right- . 


fee the note on Deut. xi. 24. this will be more fully 
verified in Chrift, when his kingdom is from fea 
to fea, Pf. lxxii. 8. 

¥. 5. There fhall not any man be able to ftand be- 
fore thee, &c.| What is promifed to the people 
in common, Deut. xi. 25. 1s_here particularly pro- 
mifed to o/bua their general; and which was ful- 


*¢ hand is, when any adds to its words, and turn- 
‘< ing to the left-hand, when he diminifhes from 
“ them;” or from bim*, that is, from Mo/es; from 
his good way, as Kimchi; though he adds, or elfe 
from the book of the law; for though he does not 
mention the book, he does the law; fo Ben Me- 
lech: that thou mayeft profper whitherfoever thou 


filled in him, and ftill more in Chrift his antitype,|goe# ; fucceed in every battle he engaged in; it 


who made an end of fin, deftroyed the devil, fpoil- 
ed principalities and powers, abolifhed death, and 


would be well if generals of armies would obferve 
this; the way to obtain victory over enemies being 


overcame the world: as I was with Mojfes, fo will|to be obfervant of the laws of God themfelves, 
I be with thee; to counfel and advife, guide and|and to take care that they be obferved by the fol- 
direét, protect and defend, profper and fucceed ;|diers under their command: or that thou mayeft alt 
the Targum of Jonathan is, ‘* as my Word was|wifely'; the word of God furnifhing out inftruc- 
<< for the help of Mo/és, fo will I be with thee :”|tion to men in every ftation of life, fee Luke iii. 


I will not fail thee, nor forfake thee; but grant him 
his prefence, communicate ftrength unto him, make 
good his promifes, and leave him not till he had 
made an entire conqueft of the land of Cazaan, 
and even not till the end of his days; and was 
true of Chrift in his ftate of humiliation, in his 
fufferings and death, and even in the grave, where 
he was not left fo long as to fee corruption ; this 
is applied to particular believers in Hed, xiii. 5. fee 
the note there. 


1O—14, / 

¥.8. This book of the law fhall not depart out 
of thy mouth, &c.] He was often to read it, fre- 
quently repeat it, and fpeak of it, to refrefh his 
own memory with it, and the memory of thofe 
about him. Ferchi reftrains it to the book of Deg- 
teronomy now before him: but thou foalt meditate 
therein day and night ; whenever he had any leifure 
from the important bufinefs of his office, whether 
by day or night, fee Pf i. 2. that thou mayeft ob- 


y¥. 6. Be ftrong, and of good courage, &c.] Thelferve to do according to all that is written therein; 


fame exhortation Mo/es gave him, Deut. xxxi. 7.|which frequent fpeaking of it, and conftant me- 
and is afterwards repeated in this chapter, as be-|ditation on it, would lead unto: for then thou fhalt 
ing of great moment and importance, as it is in|make thy way profperous, and then thou foalt bave 
the general of an army to fhew greatnefs and|good /ucce/s ; in his wars with the Canaanites. 

ftrength of mind, valour and courage, and not be] y¥.9. Have not I commanded thee? &c.) The 
difmayed at the number and ftrength of the ene-|above things, to go over Fordan with the people 
my. As Fofpua’s work in fighting with the Ca-linto the land of Cazaan, and to obferve the law of 


#aanites, and conquering their land, fo Chrift’s 
work in the redemption of his people, and fubdu- 
ing their enemies, required ftrength and courage, 


Mofes in all things, and to be of good courage, 
which is again repeated ; confider who it is that 
has given thefe orders and inftructions, the great 


and both were very eminent in him: for unto. this| Jehovah, the everlafting I am, who is faithful to 
people halt thou divide for an inheritance, the land\his promifes, and able to perform. The confide- 
which I fware unto their fathers to give them; and|ration of which would ferve to animate him to the 
this promife included and enfured the conqueft of|work he was called unto, to encourage his faith 
it, and the putting the people into the poffeffion of|in God, to engage in his fervice chearfully and 
it; for if he was to divide it to them, he muft}readily : de frrong, and of a good courage; fee the note 
firft take it out of the hands of the prefent inha-|on y¥. 6, 7. be not afraid, nor be thou difmayed; at 
bitants, and deliver it into the hands of the chil-|his enemies, numerous and powerful, nor difcou- 
dren of [frael, to be poffeffed by them, dividing|raged at any thing in himfelf, any unfitnefs for 


to each tribe and family their part and portion, 
¥.7. Only be thou firong, and very courageous, 
&c.]. For though Fo/hua was a man of valour and 
courage, as appears by his war with Amalek, yet 
there was need of this exhortation, and of repeat- 
ing it, fince he was to engage with a people more 
and mightier than thofe with him, and who dwelt 
in ftrong and fortified places, and had been pre- 
paring for fome time, having had notice, and were 
in expectation of the J/raelites attempt upon them ; 
that thou mayeft obferve to do according to all the 
law, which Mofes my fervant commanded thee; not 
only as a private man obliged to obferve the whole 
Jaw, and act according to it in all things; though 
no mere man is capable of it, only Fe/hua’s anti- 
type, who is the end of it for righteoufnefs to all 


fuch fervice, as he might think, or at any difficul- 
ties he might fear from the people he had the go- 
vernment of, and was to lead on ; it was enough 
that the divine prefence was promifed him, and 
which is repeated: for the Lord thy Ged is with 
thee whitherfoever thou gocf ; or as the Targum of 
Fonathan, ** for thy help is the Word of the Lord 
** thy God ;” fee the note on ¥. 5. 

¥. 10. Then Fofoua commanded the officers of the 
people, &c.] The fame word is ufed in Deus. xvi. 
18. where it feems to defign fuch officers that at- 
tended on the judges, and executed their orders ; 
but one would think it fhould here rather fignify - 
officers in the army, as captains, and the like; un- 
lefs it fhould defign a fort of heralds, who were 
to make proclamation throughout the camp, of ~ 


that believe, having fulfilled it in all refpects ; but|the feveral orders iffued out by ¥o/bua, imme- 
as the fupreme magiftrate under God, who was toldiately upon his having the above diredtions 


* 95:59 ab eo, Montanus, Vatablus, Junius & Tremellius, 


Pagninus, Montanus; ut prudenter agas, ‘Tigurine verfion. 


and 
iS Syrm wn wa Cums, Sept. ut intelligas, V. L. 


Ch. i. ¥. 11 —18 


and inftruétions from the Lord: /aying ; as fol- 
lows. . 

¥. 11. Pafs through the bof, &c.} The whole 
camp of J/rae! confitfing of 600,000 fighting men: 


FOSHUA 
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was according to the will of God; he gave it to 
them. 

¥. 14. Your wives, your little ones, and your cat- 
tle, foall remain in the land which Mofes gave you 


and command the people; even all the people of|on this fide Fordan, &c.] This was what they 


Ifrael, this. includes women as well as men, for 
the one, as well as the other, were to do what fol- 


themfelves propofed, agreed unto, and confirmed, 
Numb, xxxii. 16, 17, 26, 27. but ye frail pafs 


lows, and efpecially it may feem the bufinefs of|over before your brethren armed , bearing arms, to 


the former: faying, prepare ye viduals, this muft 
be underftood, as Kimchi obferves, of other forts 
of food befides bread; for they had manna, the 
bread of heaven, which fell about their tents every 
morning, fo that they were fufficiently provided 
with that always,-and which did not ceafe until 
they had entered the land, even until the fixteenth 
of Nifan, ch. v. 12. though indeed, as Abendana 
obferves, that might be faid to be prepared, it 
being ground in mills, and beat in mortars, and 
made cakes of, Numb. xi. 8. but rather this defigns 
meat and other provifions, which being upon the 
borders of Moab and Midian, they could furnith 
themfelves with for their money ; and befides, they 
were in the poffeffion of a fine country, of Bajhan 
and Grlead they had taken from Sibon and Og. 
archi interprets it of every thing fit for journey- 
ing, and arms for war, with which they were fup- 
plied from the fpoils of their enemies, the Egyp- 
tians at the Red Sea, Amalek at Rephidim, and 
the Amorites and Midianites lately {mitten by them; 
and to this fenfe Yo/epbus "feems to agree: for 
within three days ye foall pafs over this Fordan , 
or at the end of three days, as the Targum of 7o- 
nathan; and fo Farchi, while there are yet three 
days, after that ye fhall pafs over: but here arifes 
a difficulty to be reconciled, how this could be 
done three days after, when the {pies which Fo/bua 
is afterward faid to fend into the land, ftayed three 
days in the mountains, befides the time of their 
going, and returning, and ftay at Rabad’s houfe , 
and it was not till after their return, that the camp 
began to move; to which it may be obferved, that 
though the affair of the fpies is afterward related, 
they might have been fent by 7c/hua before this 
order was given to prepare for the journey, and 
of this opinion are feveral of the Fewi/h writers ° : 
this being the cafe, they might return before 


fight for them ; for none but fuch that were fit to 
bear arms were obliged to go ; and thefe were to 
go harneffed’, as fome render the word, or ina 
military order, in rank and file, by fives, five in 
a row; not at the front of the army, for the 
ftandard of Fudah went firft, but along with them ; 
for defore them fignifies no other than in the pre- 
fence of them, and in company with them : aif 
the mighty men of valour, and belp them; to obtain 
a conqueft over the Canaanites; all according to the 
order of Mo/es, and by their agreement were to go, 
all that were able to bear arms; but Yo/hua did not 
take them all, only a felect company of ftrong and 
valiant men; for out of 130,000, but 40,000 
went with him, ch. iv. 13. 

¥.15. Until the Lord hath given your brethren 
ref, as he hath given you, &c.] Reft from their 
travels, as they ‘had: and they alfo have poffelfed 
the land which the Lord your God giveth them; are 
fettled in the land of Canaan, as they were on 
that fide Fordan: then ye fhall return unto the land 
of your poffefion, and enjoy it; the countries of Si- 
bon and Og, they were put into the poffeffion of : 
which Mofes the Lord’s fervant gave you on this fide 
Jordan, toward the fun-rifing ; the land given to 
them lay to the eaft of Fordan. 

¥. 16. And they anfwered Fofbua, &c.] The 
two tribes of Gad and Reuben, and the half tribe 
of Manaffeb, the heads of them, fuch as were de- 
puted for that purpofe, and were their mouths to 
him: faying, all that thou commande? we will do; 
with refpect to this affair of going over for- 
dan with their brethren, to affift them in the con- 
queft of the land of Canaan: and whitherfoever 
thou fendeft us we will go; in what pofition he 
would have them be in the army, and to whatfo- 
ever part of the country he fhould fend them to 
fubdue, and to whatfoever city he fhould order 


the expiration of thefe three days, at the end of|them to befiege. 


which Fofbua, with the whole hoft, removed a- 


¥.17. According as we have bearkened unto Mo- 


greeable to thefe orders : fo go in to poffe/s the land| fes in all things, fo will we bearken unto thee, &c.] 


which the Lord your God giveth you to poffe/s it; 
which muft be a great inducement and eacourage- 
ment to them to obferve his inftructions, and go 
over with him. 

y.12. And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, 
and to half the tribe of Manaffeb, &c.] Who were 
fettled on that fide ‘fordan where J/rael now were: 

ake Fofbua, faying , as follows. 

# y. hap ee the word which Mofes the fer- 
vant of the Lord commanded you, &c.) In Numb, 
Xxxii. 29, 30. and to which they had folemnly 
agreed ; and now the time was come to put it into 
execution, Fofbua reminds them of it: faying, the 
Lord your God hath given you reft , from their tra- 
vels, and a fettlement in a country agreeable 
to their own defire: and hath given you this 
land ; where they now were, and which they had 


Not right or wrong, but in all things that were 
according to the laws and will of God made known 
to them ; and particularly it may refer to the above 
affair, which was fettled between Mo/es and them, 
to whom they then hearkened, and now promife 
to confirm the fame, and hearken to whatfoever 
orders and inftructions Yo/bua fhould give them re- 
lative to it, according to the plan agreed upon : amly 
the Lord thy God be with thee, as be was with 
Mojfes ; which is not mentioned as a condition of 
their obedience to him, but rather as a reafon of 
it, and as an encouraging motive to it; for, ac- 
cording to Kimchi, the true fenfe and meaning is, 
“« for the Lord thy God will be with thee, as he 
“« was with Mo/fes ;” fo Noldius renders it, ** feeing 
*¢ the Lord thy God is with thee.” 

¥. 18. Whofoever he be that doth rebel againft 


taken from Sibon and Og, kings of the Amorites,|thy commandment, &c.] Refufes to go over For- 
and joined to Moab, on the borders of which J/rae/|dan with his brethren the children of Lrael, when 
lay encamped ; and by this it appears, that the|commanded by Yo/bua fo to do : and well not hearken 
fettlement of thefe tribes, on the other fide Fordan,|to thy words in all that thou commandeft him; or ie 

¢ 
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he does go over,yet willlinot-obey orders to take 
fuch a poft, or go againft fuch a city, or niarch 
ifto fuch apart of the.country: 4e shall be put to 
deaths this part of military ‘difcipline they agree 
to, ‘and. hereby declare their entire fubmiffion to 


' are Fa eS d 
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only be firong, and of . good courage ; which alfois 
not to*be underftood as a condition of their fu 
miffion and obedience, but’ as a hearty wifhand 
prayer for him, that he might have ftrength and 
courage neceffary to. the great work’ he was ¢ 


him as their’ general ; fome. underftand’ this” as|ging in, and which to fee would be no finall ens 

fpoken by ‘all U/rael, and of their promife: of obe-|couragement to follow and obey him. «955 
dience to Yofbua, as their governor, “in_all things : to Agailts ts 1 ne a dl ; 
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it'was a great city, as Kimchi notes ; of this city; és 
fee the note on Luke xix. 4. Whether it had its 
name from the fweet-fmelling balfam which gréw — 
in plenty about it, or from the form of it, being — 


r [ \HIS chapter givésian account ofthe: fpies 
: dent by Fofoua to fericho, and of ‘their en- 
trance into the houfe of Rabab, who hid: them from 


the king’s meffengersyo. s—-7. of the relation fhe 
gaveithem, of the fear. and dread of Jrael, which 
were fallen upon the Canaanites, ¥.. 8-—>11.0and of 
the requeft fhe made. to them, to fave-her? and: her 
father’s -houfe, whenithe city fhould be taken, and 
torhaye afure fign-of it given her, oy ray 13: 
which the fpies folemnly promifed,sand: gave her 
avfign of it, with a charge.not to difcover the mat- 
ter/tov any, ¥.14—-20. and ‘being Jet down by a 
cord through the window of :her houfe, they made 
their; efcape to a’ mountain,swhere they lay ‘three 
daysyvand then returned:to Fofua, and!made their 
Feport; 1¥i2I-—241 ac! al fl aad 


vo. And Fofoua the fon of Nun fent out of Shit- 
tim. two vmen, &c. | wOr chad fent ?;.forsthis was 
donesbefore the aboveorderto depart: it ista-tra- 
dition of the Yews,thaticthey> were : Caleb and 
Phinebas but they were notryoung men, as‘in‘ch 
vi.’2 3. elpecially «they formers: nor iscitsprobable | 
that men_ of fuch rank: and «figure: fhould :be’fent, 
but rather meaner: perfons ;: yet: fuch as wéré»men 
ef good: fenfe’ and abilities, and capablewof :con- 
dusting fuch an affair theywere fent aboutyas.well 
as men of probity and faithfulnefs 5. two. goodmen, 
Kimchi fays they. were,:and not as: ‘they: that ‘went 
on the miffion of Mo/es; thefe were-fent from Shit- 


that of an half-moon, isnot certain. . S#rabo* fays 
of it, that here was a paradife of balfam, an aro- 
matic, and that it was furrounded with hills ina 
plain, which bent'to,it like’an amphitheatre. They 
were, not'-fent. to;fpy the land, as the {pies in the 
times. of Mo/fes, to fee what fort of land it was, 
and whatefort of people: dwelt init; but to re- 
connoitre’ it, to know where it was, beft to lead 
the people at firft; and encamp ; and, particularly 
towobferve, the: paffes and avenues leading to Feri- 
cho, the firft city in it, neareft'to them, of impor- — 
rahee: y Ben Gerfom thinks it was to fpy or pick 
out the:thoughts of the inhabitants of/the land, ” 
what apprehenfions they had of the people of J- 
raél,. whether‘ difheartened and difpirited at their 
near approach, and what were: their intentions, re- 
folutions and preparations to aét againft them of- 
fen fively: or defenfively; and which feems not amifs, 
fince \this:was. the chief information they got, and 
which they reported to Yo/hva upon their return 5 
though Abarbinel objects to it as a thing impofii, 
blesoand they went;:and came into a hatlots boufe, 
named Rababs they.went trom Shittim, and crofied 
the: river. Fordan, by fwimming or fording, and 
came to) Fericho; which, as ‘Fofephus * fays, was 
Go:furlongs, or feven miles and a half from ors 


tim, the fame with dbel-frittim, in'the plains of|dan ; and they went into an harlot’s houfe, .not 


Moab, where I/rael now layencamped, Numb. xxxiii. 
4g..awhich Fofephus'» callssdbila,: and fays it was 
60 furlongs, or feven miles and betterfrom Yordani: 
aiid [py fecretivs or filéently*;, not fo.much with 
Fefpect to the inhabitants.of the land, for\ it is fup- 
poled jin) all fpies, ‘that they, do» their) bufinefs: in 
the moft' private and fecret):manner}; fo: as not to 
be difcovered by the inhabitants, whofe land they 
aresfent to fpy 5; burewith orefpect to the children 
of J/rael, that they might know nothing ofvit, left 
they fhould _be: difcouraged, thinking that!:\fofbua 
was in fome fear of the Canaanites, and under fome 
diftrult of the promife of God to give thedand to 
them: the.ward for imiths, and alfo for perfons 
deaf and dumb, coming from the fame root, have 
furnifhed the ‘fei writers: with varioussconceits; 
as that thefe fpies went in the habit of: fmiths,~ with 
the inftruments of theimbufinels in their hands; or 
actedas.deaf and dumb perfons, and fo-ag uncapable 


purpofely for that reafon, becaufe it was fuch an 
one, but fo. it proved eventually; though the 
Targum of Fonathan fays it was the, houle of a 
woman,.an: innkeeper or -victualler; for Farcbi; — 
Kintchi and Ben. Melech interpret -theword it ufe 
of.a feller. of food *; and if fo, it furnifhes outa 
reafon why they turned, in thither,’ where they 
might expect to have food and lodging ;, though 
the Fezs commonly take her to be a harlot; and — 
generally {peaking in ‘thofe times:and countries, — 
tuch as kept public houfes were proftitutes ; and 
there are fome circumftances which feem to con 


2 


firm this in the context ; and fo the Greek verfion-— 
calls her, and is the character given of her in the 


New Teftament: her name was Rebab, of whom 
the ews have this tradition ¥, that fhe was ten — 
years of age when J/rae! came our of Egypt; that 
fhe played the harlot the forty years they were in 


the wildernefs, became the wife of Fofhua, who 

Aad daughters by her, from whom «came eight 

ing to-any queftions iputito, chem, fhould they: be| prophets,  Yeremiah, Hilkiah, \Maafia,. Hana *4 
takemup. and examined ;, their commentators in ge-|\Shallum, Baruch, the fon of Neriah, Ezekiel, the ~ 
neral:take notice of thisi: /aying, govview the land,| fon of Buzi, and fome fay Huldab the prop a 
even fericho , efpecially: Jericho, fo Noldjus*; the| but the truth is, fhe married Selnion, a prince of * 
landin general, and Yerscho in. particular,: becaufe | the tribe of Judah, Matt. i. 5. dee thenote sae es 
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and lodged there; that is, théy «went thither in or- 
der to lodge... iw slagiw 2th ‘Ye. 

x. 2. And it was told the king of Fericho, fay- 
ing, &c.) Who being alarmed at the near ap- 
proach of the J/reelites, and knowing their claim 
to the land of Canaan, and their defign upon it, 
employed men to watch and obferve what pafied 
in the city, and parts adjacent, and inform him of 
it; or fome perfons of .themfelves, and for cheir 


¥. 5. And it came to pafs about the time of tbe 
utting of the gate, &c | Of the city, which was 
done every night, and at a certain time: when it 
was dark; the fun fet, and night come on’: the men . 
went out, out of her houfe, and out of the city 
too, as fhe faid, though it was a downright lie, as 
well as what follows: whither the men went, 1 wot 
not, though fhe knew they were not gone, but 
were now in her houfe ; fhe might not {cruple tel- 


own fafety,.and the good of their fellow-citizens,|ling a lie, being brought up a heathen, and being 
gave notice to the king of it: debold, there came|done with a defign to {ave the lives of, perfons that 
men hither to-night of the children of Ifrael, who|belonged to a people, fhe was perfuaded were the 
were known by. their habit and language ; or) at|people of God, and to whom he had. given the 
leaft being ftrangers, were fufpected to be of thatjland; though her lies are not to be jultified ;. evil 
people, the terror of whom had fallen on all theJis not to be done, that good may come $ nor are 
inhabitants, fo that every ftrange man they took}men to.-tell lies one ‘to another upon any. account ; 


for ‘an Ifraelite; from hence it appears, that, the 
fpies came to Fericho at night, that they might not 
be obferved: but with all their precaution they were 
taken notice of, and their defign fufpected, namely, 
io fearch out the country, which were the proper 
places to attack firft, and where there was the 
greateft probability of fucceeding, .as well as to 
find out the difpofition of the inhabitants, whether 
fearful or fearlefs of them. 

¥.3. And the king of Fericho fent unto Rabab, 
&c.] Not merely becaufe fhe kept a public houtfe, 
or being a proftitute had often ftrangers in it, and fo 
conjectured, that the men he had notice of might be 
there; but he fent upon certain information, that 
they were feen to go in there, as it follows : /aying, 
bring forth the men that are come to thee; not to 
commit leudnefs with her, though this is the fenfe 
fome Fewi/o commentators give ; but this neither 
agrees with the character of the men Fo/bua had 
chofen for this purpofe, nor anfwers any end of the 
king to fuggeft ; nor can it be thought that Rabad 
would fo openly and freely own this, as in the next 
verfe: but what is meant by the phrafe, is explain- 
ed in the following claufe, which are entered into 
thine houfe ; in order to lodge there that night: for 
they be come to fearch out all the country; 10 it was 
fufpected, nor was the fufpicion groundlefs. 

¥.4. And the woman took the two men, &c.] Or 
foe had taken them * before the meffengers came, 
upon a rumour fhe underftood was gone abroad, 
that fhe had got J/raelitifh {pies in her houfe, and 
fo might expeét to be vifited and fearched by the 
king’s. officers, and therefore took this precaution : 
and bid them; the Hebrew word is fingular, bims: 
hence the Fews, who take thefe two fpies to be 
Caleb. and Phinebas, fay, that only Caled was hid, 
and Phinebas, though he was before them, was not 
‘feen, being an angel, Mal. ii. 7. but the fenfe is, 
that fhe hid each of them, and very probably fingly 
and apart, that if one was found, the other might 
efcape, as Ben Gerfom obferves; and Abarbinel is 
of opinion, that fhe hid them twice, now in the 
middle of her houfe, one in one. place, and the 
other in another, for the reafon before given, and 
after this hid them in the roof of her houfe, as 
afterwards related : and faid thus, there came men 
- unto me; that is, into her houfe, this fhe owned : 
but I wift not whence they were; of what country 
they were, whether I/raelites or not ; which whe- 
ther fhe knew or not, is not certain; it is proba- 
ble fhe did, and told an untruth, as fhe alfo did in 
the next verfe.- . 


% npn duxerat, tulerat ; fo Syr. Ar. Kimchi & Ben Melech. 
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but theic fins, with others, the Lord forgave her : 


purfue after them quickly, .and ye fhall overtake 


them this fhe encouraged them to do, to get rid 
of them the fooner, and to remove all {ufpicion 
of her having any refpect for them, and of, being 
concerned in concealing them. ’ 
¥. 6. But foe bad brought them up to the roof of 
the boufe, &c.]. Before the meffengers. came 
though Abarlinel thinks it was after they were 


gone, when fhe took them from the place of their 


concealment, and had them to the root of the houfe, 
where fhe thought they would be fafe and fecure, 
fhould the meflengers return, or others come-in 
fearch of them, who would not, as fhe imacined 
; 5 > 
look for them there: and hid them with the fralks 
of flax that is, under them, or ix flax of wood, 
or @ tree”; which may with as much propriety, 
or more, be called a tree than hyffop, 1 Kings iv. 
33. as it isin the Mi/nab*. Moreover, there was 
a fort of flax which grew in the upper part of 
Egypt towards Arabia, as Pliny fays*, which they 
called Xylox, or wood, of which: were made Jina 
xylina, though the words may be rightly tranf- 
pofed, as by us, flalks of flax, which are large and 
(trong before the flax is {tripped or beaten off of 
them ; the Targum renders it bundles of flax, or 
handfuls and fheaves of them, as they were when 
cut down and gathered: which fhe had laid in order 
upon the roof, to be dried, as Kimchi obferves 3. and 
Pliny ¢ {peaks of flax being bound up in bundles, 
and hung up and dried in the fun ; which was done 
that it might be the more eafily ftripped and beaten 
off ; and the roofs of houfes in thofe countries be- 
ing flat, were very fit for fuch a purpofe; fee the 
note on Deut. xxii. 8. and thefe being now laid 
there, were very fuitable and convenient to con- 
ceal the men under them. This feems to be in 
favour of Rabab, as being a virtuous and induftri- 
ous woman; fee Prov. xxxi. 13, 19, 24. 
¥. 7. And the men purfued after them, &c.] As 
they thought: se way to Fordan; on the other 
fide of which the people of J/rae/ lay encamped, to 
which they fuppofed, according to Kabad’s account, 
thefe two men directed their courfe : unto the fords 
the fords of Fordan, the paflages through it; for 
in fome places, and at fome times, it was fordable ; 
which accounts for the way in which thefe fpies 
could get over Jordan, fee Gen. xxxii. 10. it was 
moft reafonable to conclude they would return the 
fame way; and fo far the king’s meflengers went, 
but farther they did not chufe to go, becaufe it 


|would be to no purpofe, and they might expofe 


them- 
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themfelves to the camp of Jrael, which lay on the neath , the maker and poffeffor of both; is the go- 
other fide: and as foon as they which pursued after vernor of the whole univerfe, and does what he 
them were gone out, they fout the gate; that is, either pleafes in it; and difpofes of all countries, perfons, 
as foon as the king’s meffengers were gone out of|and things, as he thinks fit: this is a proof of 
Rabad’s houfe, either the fpies, ot rather the menjher knowledge of the true God, and faith in him, 
of the houfe, Rabad’s fervants, fhut the doot of itjand fhews her to be a believer, and hence fhe is 
to prevent their return, or others coming in; or reckoned in the Catalogue of believers, Hed. xi. 31. 
rather; when they were got out of the city, thejand her faith is proved to be of the right kind by 
watchmen of the city} the porters of the city-gates|the works the did, Yam. ii. 25. _ 
fhut them; that if they were not got out of the} ¥. 12. Now therefore, I pray you, fwear unto me 
city, to prevent their efcape, or however to keep/éy the Lord, 8c.) Which being a religious action, 
out others from entering that might bé on fomejand done by men that feared the Lord, fhe knew 
fuch defign or worfe. _ jit would be binding upon them: the Targum is, 
¥.8. And before they were laid down, 8ec.] Un-|‘* {wear to me by the Word of the Lord :”” fince £ 
der the ftalks of the flax ; or rather; fince they are|4ave foewed you kindnefs, by receiving them with 
faid to be hid in them, before they were fallen] peace into her houfe, and hiding them when enquired 
afleep; fo Kintchi and Abarbinel: fhe came up unto for and demanded of her; in doing which fhe 
them upon the roof; to acquaint them how things rifqued her own life; had this treachery to her 
were, and to converfe with them on the following|country, as it would have been deemed, been dif- 
fabjects. covered: that you will alfo few kindne/s unto my fa- 
¥. 9. And foe faid unto the men, &c.] The two|ther’s boufe ; fhe mentions not herfelf and houfhold, 
fpies: I know that the Lord hath given you the\for if this was granted that would be implied and. 
land; the land of Canaan, of which fhe was anjincluded; and this fhe preffes for by the law of reta- 
inhabitant, and in which they now were; this fhe|liation and friendthip, for fince fhe had fhewn kind- 
knew either by fome tradition that was among nefs to them, it was but reafonable it fhould be re- 
them; or by divine revelation, a fupernatural im- turned: and give nte a true token, that fhe and her 
pull upon her minds or by obferving what the}father’s Houfe would be faved by them when the 
Lord had done already, in putting the iand ofjeity fhould be taken and the inhabitants deftroyed ; 
the Amorites into their hands, which were one ofja token that would not deceive her, on which fhe 
the feven nations of Canaan; and by this it alfo}might depend, and would be firm and fure. 
appears, and more clearly by what follows, that} y¥.13. nd that ye will fave alive my father, and 
fhe had knowledge of the Lord God, the God of| my mother, and my brethren, and my fifters, &c.] 
Tfrael: and that your terror is fallen upon us; which|She makes no mention of any hufband or children 
was another token or fign by which fhe knew the|fhe had, as harlots feldom have, and which feems 
land would be delivered to them; that they who/to confirm her character as fuch; and fo Adarbinel 
were a formidable people, and ftruck terror intojobferves, that her father’s houfe is only mentioned - 
others, now were terrified themfelves, at the ru-|to tell us that fhe had no hufband, for the was an 
mour of J/rael being come to invade them; this|harlot and had no children, and puts her father 
was what the Lord faid fhould be the cafe, ch. xi.{and mother in the room of an hufband, and her 
25. and that all the inbabitants of the land faint be-\brethren and fitters in the room of children: and 
caufe of you, or melt', like wax before the fire, as|al/ that they have; not their fubftance only, but 
Mofes had predicted, Exod. xv. 15. their children more efpecially, the children of her 
y. 10. For we have heard how the Lord dried\brethren and fifters: and deliver our lives from 
up the waters of the Red-fea for you, when ye came|death, here fhe manifeftly includes herfelf, and re- 
out of Egypt, &c.] To make a paflage for them|quefts the faving of her life, and the lives of all 
through it, to walk in as on dry land; this they|her relations, when fhe knew the inhabitants of 


had heard of and remembered, though it was 
forty years ago: and what you did unto the kings 
of the Amorites that were on the other fide Fordan , 
which were things more recent, done but a few 
tnonths ago: Szbon and Og whom ye deftroyed; the 
hiftory of which fee in Numb. xxi. 21—35. who 
were deftroyed by them under Maoj/es and Fo/bua 
their commanders; and Hercules who is thought to 
be the fame with Fo/hua is by Lucian * called Og- 
wius, from flaying Og as is fuppofed 5. 

y. 11. And as foon as we bad heard thefe things 
our bearts did melt, &c.| Particularly what were 
done to the two kings of the Amorites, who, and 
their people were utterly deftroyed, their goods 
made a prey of, and their countries feized upon 
and poffefled: neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, becaufe of you; they looked de- 
jected in their countenances, had no heart to go 
about any bufinefs, trembled at the fhaking of a 


the city would be all put to death upon the taking 
of it: thus fhe provided for the fafety of her fa- 
mily, as Noah in another cafe and manner did, 
Heb. xi. 7. and indeed feemed more concerned for 
them than for herfelf ; and thus fouls fenfible of 
their own eftate and condition, by nature and 
grace, are very folicitous for the falvation of their 
relations and friends, Rom. ix. 2. 

¥.14. And the men anfwered ber, &c.| The two 
{pies : our life for yours; or our fouls in your flead to 
die’, that is, we engage for the fecurity of your 
lives, fhould they be in danger ; we promife to die 
in your room and ftead rather than you fhould: 
this they faid not as though their lives would be 
required of them for them, but to affure her of 
the fafety of her and her father’s houfe, on the 
following condition: if ye utter not this our bufi- 
nefs; not their bufinefs in fearching the land, for 
the difcovery of that would be of little avail after 


leaf, or at the leaft rumour and report made that|they were gone; for it was known already that 
the J/raelites were coming on and were at hand; |there were perfons come to fearch the land; but this 


they had no {pirit to prepare to go out and meetlour word*, what they were going to.fay to her and ~~ 


them, or to defend themielves: for the Lord your 
God, be is God in heaven above, and in earth be- 
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bid her do, as a fign of fafety to her and hers; 
which, if fhe difcovered, others would give 
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out the fame fign, and then they could not, pro- 
mife her fafery; or if fhe did not take care to 
bring in her father, mother, brethren and fitters, 
and theirs into her houfe, they could not engage 
to protect them: and it fhall be when the Lord bath 
given us the land, not the whole land, but Jeri- 
cho and the land about it, that when that part of it 
fhould be delivered into their hands: we will deal 
kindly and truly with thee; kindly, by {paring her 
and her father’s houfe; éruly, by faithfully per- 
forming the promife and oath they made_to her. » 

¥. 15. Then fhe let them down by a cord through 
the window, &c.| Which mutt be large, and the 
cord ftrong, as well as fhe herfelf a mafculine we- 
man, to let down two men by it, unlefs fhe em- 
ployed any of her fervants in the affair; though 
this being fo great. a fecrecy, it is probable fhe 
trufted none of her domeftics with it as little as 
poffible : in like manner the apoftle Pau] was let 
down by the walt of Dama/cus in a bafket, As ix. 
25. Jarchi fuppofes it was the fame cord and win- 
dow, by means of and in at which her gallants 
ufed to.come and go: for her houfe was upon the 
town-wall; in a fuitable and convenient place to 
receive her guefts, and gallants: and it is obferved, 
that harlots have had their houfes on or under 
walls: Martial fpeaks of harlots whom he calls ! 
Summeniane, whores that plied under the walls 
and in the fuburbs of cities: aud fhe dwelt up- 
on the wail; that part of the houfe in which fhe 
particularly dwelt was built on or over the wall, 
and the re{t towards the city was for the entertain- 
ment of perfons that réeforted t@®her houfe. 

yw. 16. And fhe faid unto them, get ye unto the 
mountain, &c.| Which was near to the city, and 
is, fuppofed to be the fame which is now called 
Quarantania: Dr. Shaw, a late traveller in thofe 
parts, fays™, from the mountain Quarantania, the 
yery fame perhaps where the two {pies concealed 
themfelves, o/h. ii. 16. we have a diftinct view of 
the land of the 4morites, of Gilead, and of Bafban, 
the inheritance of the tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and of the half tribe of Mana/feb—to it joins the 
mountain of Adummim, and through it the road 
is cut that leads from Ferufalem to Fericho, where 
probably it was from the very nature of the fitua- 
tion that the man fell.among thieves, Luke x. 30. 
which very probably is the fame mountain which 
Fofephus* fays, hung over the city, and was a very 
barren one; though the fingular may be put for 
the plural, fince, as Strabo {ays °, it was furroun- 
ded with mountains : Jef the purfuers meet you; on 
their return from the fords of Fordan, being dif- 
appointed: and hide yourfelves there three days, 
fome of the ¥ewifh Rabbins, as Farchi and Kimchi 
obferve, that fhe had this by the revelation of the 
holy Ghoft, that the purfuers would return at the 
end of three days ; but the latter more truly re- 
marks, that this was faid by conjecture; that e- 
riche being, as he fays, one day from Fordan, and 
a lirtle more, by going, returning, and fearching 
for the fpies, they would be three days in doing it: 
until the purfuers be returned; into the city ; for 
until they were they could not be in fafety, but 
mutt be in danger of being met by them and taken|killed by any perfon, his death will be owing to 
up: and afterward may ye go your way; to For- himfelf and no blame to be laid on us; nor fhall 
dan, and fo to the camp of Jacl, and that with-|we reckon ourfelves guilty of the breach of the 
out fear. oath taken: and whofoever hall be with thee in-the 

y. 17. And the men faid unto her, 8c.) Some|houfe, bis blood thall be on our head, if any hand 
think that this difcourfe which paffed between the|de upon him; if any one within doors is killed by 
an 


fpies and her, was whilft in the houfe- before the 
let them down, or otherwife they would have been 
in danger of being over-heard, and fo the whole 
affair difcovéred ; but as it was on the other fide 
of the houfe, and under the wall of the city, and 
without it, they might with the greater fafety con- 
verfe together: we will be Alamele/s of this thine 
oath which thou haft made us fwear y.that is, they 
would moft faithfully and punétually .keep it, it 
fhould be facred to them, and fhe fhould have no 
occafion to lay any blame upon them in the leaft. 

¥.18. Behold, when we come into the land, &c.} 
The land of Canaan, and into this city, into that 
part of it, as the Septuagint, where her houfe was, 
meaning not themfelves only, but. the people of 
T/rael they belonged to: thou fhalt bind this line of 
{carlet thread in the window which thou didft let us 
down by; the word dy refers either to the fearlet 
thread they were let down by, faid to be a cord, 
¥. 15. and therefore muft be a line twifted with 
various {fcarlet threads, as Kimchi, who obferves, 
that according to the Targum, it was the border of 
a red garment; or to the window through which 
they were let down, as the Septuagint verfion; it 
may refer to both, and the fenfe be, that the fame 
twifted cord of fearlet thread they were let down 
by, fhould be bound to the fame window they 
were let down through; only this objection there 
is to the fame window, that it was not towards the 
city, and fo not to be feen when they came into 
it, but looked over the wall without the city: now 
as Rahab was an inftance of the falvation of fin- 
ners by the grace of God, for fhe was a finner. by. 
birth, by practice, and a notorious one; fhé was 
an inftance of diftinguifhing grace, of free and 
efficacious grace, a fingular inftance of it; and.be- 
came a true penitent, a real believer, was a jufti- 
fied perfon, and faved: fo the fcarlet thread was an 
emblem of the blood of Chrift, by which falva- 
tion is; redemption and all the bleffings of grace 
are through it; juftification, remiffion of fin, re- 
conciliation and atonement, and fafety and pro- 
tection from avenging juftice and wrath to come, 
are only by it: likewife the fpies who are alfo called 
meffengers, Fam: ii. 25. may reprefent the minifters 
of the gofpel, who are the meffengers of Chrift, 
and the churches, are fent out by him the antity- 
pical Fa/bua, men of wifdom, courage, and valour, 
and are fent as fpies to bring to light men and 
things, who direct to the way of ialvation and 
give the fame token of it, Mar. xvi. 16. and thou 
fbalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy bre- 
thren, and all thy father’s houfhold home unto thee x 
into her houfe, where the fcarlet thread was bound, 
and where only they would be fafe, as the [/raelites 
were in the houfes where the blood of the ‘pafchal 
lamb was fprinkled, Exod. xii. 23. and fo they are 
fafe, and they only who are under the blood of 
fprinkling, and partake of the virtue of it. 

¥. 19. And it fhall be, that whofoever fhall go 
out of the door of thy boufe into the fireet, &c.} 
After they have been taken in, and when the’ //- 
raelites were come into the city: Ais blood fhall be 
upon bis head, and we will be guiltle/s, if he is 
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an J/raelite entering in, the guilt of the blood fhall 
lie upon us, and we will be anfwerable, according 
to the tenorof the oath, .our life for yours, ¥. 14. 

y. 20. And if thon utter this our biifinefs, &c.] 
So that othets would either hang out fcarlet threads 
or get into her houfe for fhelter, fee the note on 
¥. 14. then we will be quit of thine cath which thou 
haft made us to fwear, be under no obligation to 
make it good, by faving her and her. fathet’s 
houfe. 

yx. 21. And foe faid, according to your words, fo 
be it, &c.} She agreed, that if the condition re- 
quired were not performed, they would be quit of 
their oath, but if they were, fhe expected it would 
be fulfilled : and fhe fent them away, and they de- 
parted, took their leave of each other: and fhe 
bound the fcarlet line in the window , immediately, 
as Abarbinel thinks, and in the fight of the fpies, 
that they might fee that fhe conformed to their di- 
reCtion, and that they might take notice where: fhe 
faftened it ; and that the herfelf might, at the fight 
of it, be put in mind of the defign of it, and be 
an encouragement to her faith as to the fafety of 
her and her father’s houfe; and it being a thing fo 
trifling and infignificant in itfelf, would not be 
taken notice of .by the inhabitants, or be thought 
to be done with any defign; though, according to 
the inftruction of the fpies, it feems as if it was 
to be done when they came into the land, and into 
the city, and which feems moft likely that it was 
then done. 

y. 22. And they went, and came unto the moun- 
tain, &c.| Rahab had directed them to, the moun- 
tain Quarantania, fee the note on ¥. 16, and abode 
there three days; being, no doubt, fupplied with 
food by Rabab, and it might not be three wholly, 
but one whole day and part of the other two: un- 
til the purfuers were returned, to the city of Fe- 
richo, as might reafonably be fuppofed: and the 
purfuers fought them throughout all the way, from 
Fericho to the fords. of Fordan, fearching every 


CHAP. 


. OS HUA removed from Shittim to Fordan, 
where he ftaid three days, ¥. 1, 2. the peo- 
ple are directed to move when they faw the ark bore 
by the priefts, and what diftance they fhould keep 


FOS HU u. 


hedge, 


* 


turned: dat found them not ; 


Rabab having hig 
them in her houfe, and then fent them to the 
mountain, there to remain till the return of the 


purfuers. ar we 

y. 23. So the two men returned, and defended. 
from the mountain, 8c.) Or came down from it 
again, by which, it feems, they went to the top 
of it, and hid themfelves in fome cave there : ate 
defcent, Kimchi fays, was, ‘ on the third day of 
‘* their being fent, which was the fecond day of 
“¢ the three days fo/bua made mention of when he 
“ faid, within three days ;” fee the note on ch. i. 
11. and paffed over that is, the river Yordan, at 
the fords of it : and came to ‘Fofbua the fon of Nun 
at Shittim, where he ftill continued, and from! 
whence he fent them, ¥. 1. aud told him all things 
that befel them, what houfe they went into when 
come to Fericho, what reception they met with, 
the report of them to the king of Jericho, How 
meflengers were fent by him to demand them, and 
by what means they were preferved and made their 
elcape. qe 


y. 24. And they faid unto Fofbua, &c.1 Made 


a report of what they had got knowledge of, which 


anfwered the end of their miffion: truly the Lord 


hath delivered into our bands all the land; which 
they concluded by the terror the inhabitants of ic 
were in, and fo in no condition to make refiftance 
and defend themfelves ; and they not only judged 
of the whole land by the cafe of the inhabitants 
of Fericho, but were affured by Rabab that all the 


inhabitants of the land were in the fame plight — 


and condition, y¥. 9. for even the inhabitants of the 
country do faint becaufe of us; this was the temper 


and difpofition they appeared in, and feems to - 


be what Yo/fbua was chietly defirous of knowing ; 
fince nothing elfe is told by the {pies nor enquired 
of by him, but immediately upon this report be- 
gan his march towards Canaan, as in the next chap- 
ter 1s related. 


If. 


. 


30 days of his mourning ended the 7th of Nijfen 
or March ,; two days before they were ended the 
{pies were fent, who returned on the eighth day of 
the month ; and the morning following Fo/bua rofe 


from it, ¥. 3, 4. are bid to fanctify themfelves|betimes, which fhews his readinefs and alacrity to 
againft the morrow, when wonders would bejproceed in the expedition he was directed and en- 


wrought, ¥. 5. and the priefts are ordered to take up 
theark, ¥. 6. Fofbua is encouraged by the Lord, and 
inftructed to command the priefts when they come 
to Fordan to ftand ftill in it, ¥. 7, 8. and he de- 
clares to all the people, as a token that God would 
drive the Canaanites from. before them, that as 
foon as the feet of the priefts bearing the ark, 
fhould reft in the waters of Yordan, they fhould 
be parted, and make way for them to pafs through, 
y. 3. which accordingly came to pafs, fo 
that all the //raelites paffed over on dry’ ground, ¥. 
1417. 


ma. 


couraged to: and they removed from Shittim and 
came to Fordan;, from Shittim in the plains of Moab. 
to the river Fordan: and he and all the children o 
Yrael, he as their general, and they an army of 
600,000 fighting men under him, befides women 
and children, and others that came along with 
them: and lodged there before they paffed over, lay 
there encamped a night before. they paffed over the 
river Fordan. 

¥. 2. And it came to pafs after three days, &c.} 
At the end of the three days they were bid to pre-— 


pare food for their expedition, and to go over For-_ 


Ch, iii. y1—3. 


field, and village’ as they went and fe) 


} dan, ch. i. 11. that the officers went through the 

¥. 1. And Fofoua rofe early in the morning, &c.] hoff, the camp of J/rae/, very probably Sg fame 
bh morning ca ie ai rae returned and made/as in ch. i. 10. this-was,.no doubt, by the order 
their report ; which, as Kimchi rightly obferves,|of ‘Jofbua, and who was directed to it by the 
was the 9th of Nifen; for on the morrow, which ate ‘Te Se ae ne 
was the roth, the people paffed- over Fordan, fee| ¥. 3. And they commanded the people, &c.] tie, 


¥. 5. andiv. 19. Mofes, according to the Fewifh|the name of ‘Fo/bua, by whom they were fent Vas a 
the 


writers, died on the 7th of dar or February ; the|ing, when ye fee the ark of the covenant of 
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Lord your God, and the priefts the Levites bearing| 
it; the Targum reads, the priefts and Levites; fo 
the Septuagint : it was the bufinefs of the Levites, 
particularly the Kebathites, to bear the ark in jour- 
neying, but here the priefts, who alfo were Le- 
ites, were to carry it: itis remarked in the Za/- 
mud® , that there are three places in which the 
priefts are faid to bear the ark ; here, and when they 
furrounded Fericho, ch. vi. 6. and when it was re- 
turned to its place in the times of David, 2 Sam. 
xv. 2g. and Kimchi and Abarbinel obferve a fourth, 
when it was brought into So/omon’s temple, 1 Kings 
viii. 6. then ye foall remove from your place and go 
after it; their ufual fignal for marching was the 
cloud, when that was taken up, Numb. ix. 137, 
&#¢. but now the ark, the clouds of glory having 
removed at the death of Mo/es, and were feen no 
more, as Abarbinel and other Fewi/h writers ob- 
ferve ; and therefore it was proper the J/raelites 
fhould be made acquainted with this fignal ; for, 
as Farchi fays, this journey was different from all 
the journeys, (though that of the three days jour- 
ney from Sinai muft be excepted, Numb. x. 33.) 
for all the time Mo/es was in being, the pillar of 
cloud marched firft and fhewed them the way, and 
the ark moved after two of the ftandards (Fudab 
and Reuben) and now the ark went firft: the cloud 
was a figure of the dark and cloudy difpenfation 
of the law, particularly the ceremonial law, the 
fhadow of good things to come, and which con- 
tinued only during the former ftate, and difconti- 
nued to be of any ufe when the Mo/aic dilpenfa- 
tion ceafed, and when Fo/bua or Jefus was come: 
the ark was a type of Chrift, the forerunner for 
us entered, and whom we are to follow whitherfo- 
ever he goes or directs to, in the exercife of grace 
and performance of duty ; and the ark being carried 
now by different perfons, may denote that Chrift 
was held forth in a weaker manner under the legal 
difpenfation, and by his apoftles and minifters un- 
der the gofpel-difpenfation in a clearer and ftron- 
ger manner, and who are to be followed no fur- 
ther or longer than as they bear the ark or direct 
to Chrift. 

y. 4. Yet there foall be a fpace between you and 
it, &c.|. The ark ; the Keri or marginal reading 
is, between you and them; the priefts that bear it: 
hence fprung a fiction among the Zews, that there 
were two arks, the ark of the Shekinah or divine 
majefty, and the ark of Fo/eph, in which his bones 
were put, which went together’; which archi, 
Kimchi, and Abarbinel take notice of, but has no 
foundation in the text: about 2,000 cubits by mea- 
fure; by a certain well-known meafure, that of a 
common cubit ; for the Caph we render about isa 
note of truth, reality, and certainty, and defigns 
the exact precife meafure here given: this diffe- 
rence was to be obferved, partly in reverence to 
the ark, the fymbol of the divine prefence ; Chrift 
is to be reverenced by his people, and fo his word 
and ordinances; and tl:ere is a reverence and re- 

fpeét due to his minifters and priefts that bear the 
"ark; as alfo that they might the better fee the ark 
and go after it, as Bes Gerfom ; or the way in which 
they fhould go, as is fuggefted in the following 
claufe ; and likewife have the better view of the Ls | ni- 
greatnefs of the miracle, as Abarbinel ; the dividing | racle afterwards related ; dividing the waters, which 
of the waters of Yordan as foon as the ark came|was done on this day, and was but the beginning 
to it, and while it was in it: the Yews conclude|of wonders; for other great and marvellous things 
from hence, that this was the meafure of ground} were done for him and by him, by which it 
they may go on a fabbath-day and no farther,{appeared he was high in the favour of God, 


greatly 
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called a fabbath-day’s journey, 4@s i. 12, come 
not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which 
ye muft go, overFordan into Canaan’s land; for be- 
ing at fome diftance from them they could. better 
difcern that and the way he direéted them to walk 
in: Chrift the antitype of the ark is the way to 
the heavenly Canaan, and his minifters point out 
the right way of falvation by him, in the mini- 
ftration of the word, by attending to which the » 
way is feen and known, in which men muft go: 
for ye have not paffed this way heretofore, a path 
indeed untrodden by any; neither they nor any 
other ever went into Canaan the way they were 
now going, through the river Yordan as on dry 
land: the way to heaven by Chrift is only revealed 
in the gofpel, and only trodden by believers in 
him, and efpecially the way to glory through For- 
dav’s river; or death is an untrodden path, which, 
though the way of all flefh is a tracklefs path, and 
gone through but once, and thofe who pais it have 
never before gone that way. 

¥. 5. And Fofoua faid unto the people, &c.] On 
the 3d day; and the goth day of the mourning 
for Mofes, Farchi fays, was the firft of the three 
days, and. that being the 7th day of the month, 
this muft be the gth, as it is moft clear the mor- 
row was the 10th: /anétify yourfelves; in a cere- 
monial fenfe, by wafhing their bodies and their 
clothes, and abftaining from their wives; and in a 
moral fenfe, by acts of religion and devotion, by 
prayer and meditation, and the exercife of repen- 
tance and good works: it may denote that fanéti- 
fication is neceflary to our paffage over Fordan, or 
through death to the heavenly Canaan, for with- 
out holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord: for to- 
morrow the Lord will do wonders among you; in 
their fight and prefence, and for them, by di- 
viding the waters of Fordan, that they might pafs 
through it as on dry land; this, as Kimchi fays, 
was the tenth of. Ni/an, as is plain from ch. iv. 


IQ. 

*, 6. And Fofbua {poke unto the priefts, &c.] On 
the morrow, that is, on the tenth day of the 
month, the day on which they went over Jordan : 
take up the ark of the covenant; in which the law. 
was put, which was the covenant between God and 
the people, from whence the ark had this name ; 
and in which it was typical of Chrift in whom both 
the law the covenant of works was fulfilled, and 
with whom the covenant of grace was made; who 
is the mediator, furety and meffenger of it, and in 
whom all the bleffings and promifes of it are, and 
with whom it is, and will be kept for evermore <. 
the ark, the priefts were ordered to take up and 
bear on their fhoulders ;. for no other way might 
they carry it; thefe typified the minifters of Chrift 
who bear his name, his gofpel in the world, fee 
Ais ix.15. and pa/s over before the people ; over the 
river Jordan, to direct them in the way through it, 
and encourage them to follow them: ad they took 
up the ark of the covenant and went before the peo- 
ple; from. the place where they had lodged the 
night before to the brink of the river. 

¥. 7. And the Lord faid unto Fofhua, &c.] Out 
of the tabernacle: this day will I begin to magnify 
thee in the fight of all Ifrael; by working the mi- 


PT, Bab. Sotah, fol. 33. 2 2 T. Bab. Sotah, fol. 13. 1, 
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greatly efteemed and honoured by him, and fo 
would be great and honourable in the account of 
the people : shat they may know that as I was with 
Mofes, fo Iwill be with thee ; by dividing the wa- 
ters of ‘Yordan for him, as he had divided the wa- 
ters of the Red-/ea for Mofes; which, as it was a 
token of his powerful prefence with him, this would 
be a like token of it-with Foua, The Targum is, 
<< as my Word was for the help of Mo/es, fo fhall 
my Word be for thy help.” 

y¥. 8. And thou foalt command the priefts that bear 
the ark of the Lord, &c.] Who were fubject to 
Fofoua, the chief governor of the nation, and ge- 
neral of the army, as well as the common people ; 
and whofe commands they were to obey, andefpe- 
cially when they appeared to be from the Lord: 
faying, whenye come to the brink of the water of For- 
dan; not of the bank of it, but of the water, 
which had now overflowed its bank ; that is, the 
brink or extremity of it, which was neareft’to them, 
and to which they firft came ; though it isa notion 
of fome Fewi/o coinmentators', and which fome 
Chriftian interpreters “ have given into, and both of 
confiderable note, that this was the further extre- 
mity, or the brink on the other fide of the river ; 
but according to this notion, they mutt pafs the ri- 


ver to the other fide before the waters were divided, | 


which is not credible; and muft return again into 
the midftof the river, which is not probable ; and 
befides, it is exprefsly faid, that as foon as their 
feet dipped in the brim, or extremity of: the water, 
the waters parted, which muft be the firft brim or 


FO SHUM Chrno 


ferves, either the word ark is wanting, or the word | 4 


covenant, and may be fupplied citherthus, ‘ the 


ark of the covenant, the ark (I fay) of the Lord of 
all the earth,” or thus, ‘* the ark of the cove- 9 


nant, which is the covenant of the Lord of alkthe 
earth :* the true meaning is what Abarbinel gives, © 


«¢ the ark of the covenant of the Lord, who is the | . 


Lord of the whole earth ;” the maker and pof- - 
feffor of the whole earth, the whole terraqueous ~ 
globe ; and can do what he pleafes in the earth, or» 
in the water; and can controul the powers of na- 
ture, anddo what is beyond them, things miracu- 
lous and aftonifhing : paffeth before you into Fordan s 
not only unto it, but into it, into the ‘river itfelf; 


and by the power of him whofe prefence was with ~ 


it, the waters of ¥ordan were to be divided, to give 
them a paflage through it as on dry land, and fo it 
came to pals. 
y.12. Now therefore take ye twelve men, 80c.} 
For what end and purpofe is not mentioned. dar- 
binel is of opinion, that they were chofen and ap- 
pointed, that every man might pitch upon and» 
take a place for histribe to encamp in, when they 
came on the other fide Yorden : whether this was 
JFofhbua’s view or no is not certain; however, the 
ufe he made of thefe, thus provided by divime di- 
rection, is related ch. iv. 2, 3, 4. and thefe were to 
be taken out of the tribes of Ifrael, out of every tribe 
amon, Levi not reckoned, having no part in the 
land; and fo we find that tribe left out in other ac-— 
counts, when there was a choice of twelve men 
out of the feveral tribes, Numb. xiii. 4. and xxxiv. 


extremity they came at, ¥. 15. ye fhall fand fiill| 19. 


in ‘fordan; after the waters were parted ; upon 


x. 13. And it fhall come to pafs, as foon as the 


their coming to and touching the brink of them,|/oles of the fect of the priz/ts that bear the ark of the 


they proceeded, and went into the middle of the 
river, where they were ordered to ftop and fland 
ftill. 

y¥. 9. And Fofoua faid unto the children of Irael, 
come bither, &c.] Vety probably to the door of the 
tabernacle : “and hear the words of ihe Lord your 
God ; which he was about to deliver to them as 
from him, andin his name. 

y¥.10. And Fofbua faid, &c.] To the people as 
follows : hereby ye fhall know that the living Ged is 
among you; who has life in and of himfelf, and is 
the author of life to all his creatures ; and is fo 
called in, oppofition to the lifelef$ idols of the Gen- 
tiles : and it may be, as Abarbinel obferves, to 
fueseftto them, that though Mo/és was dead, the 
Lord lived, and lives for evermore ; and by the fol- 
owing miracle of dividing the waters of Yordan, 
it would bea plain cafe that the Lord was yet 
among them, to protect and defend them, deliver 
and fave them : aad that he will without fail drive 


| 


Lord, &c.| Which they were bid to take up and: 
carry, ¥. 6. the Lord of all.the earth; this fhews 
that not the ark, but the Lord, is called the Lord 
of all the earth, ¥. 11. fee the note there: (al? 
reft in the waters of Fordan;, the meaning is, as foon 
as their feet fhould touch them, or they fhould &t 
their feet in them, when they came to the brink of 
them : that the waters of fordan foall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from akove ; from above 
the place where the priefts came, and the childfen 
of S/rael after paffed over : and they fhall ftand up- 
on an heap; or one heap ; ftop and rife up high, as 
if piled up one upon another, and ftand unmoved. 
This had been made known to Fofbua by divine re= 
velation, and is what he hints at, ¥. 5. and now 
plainly fpeaks out, and foretels before it came to 
pafs ; and which mutt ferve to magnify Jofbua, as 
in ¥. 7. and give him great credit and honour among 
the people. Pigs 
¥.14. <Andit came to pafs when the people removed 


out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites,\ from their tents to pafs over Forden, &c.] Which 


and the Hivites and the Perizzites, and the Girgafb- 
ites, and the Amorites, and the Febufites , all the 
féven nations ate mentioned, even the Girga/bites, 
who are fometimes omitted, to affure them of the 
expulfion of them all, to make, way for their en- 
tire poffeffion of the land of Canaan, as had been 
promifed them, 

ye 11. Bebold the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
of all the earth, &c.] Sortie both Fewifh and Chrif- 
tian interpreters, becaufe there is a diftinguifhing 
accenton the word covenant, read the words the ark 
of the covenant, evén the-Lord of all the earth; fo 
in fome copies of Our Lxglifh bible, as if the ark 
was called the Lord of all the earth, becaufe of his 
- prefence and dwelling there; but, as Kimchi ob-| 


* Kimchi, Abarbinel. 


they had pitched very near it, upon their removal 
from Shittim, and in which they had lodged the 


night paft: and the priefts bearing the ark of the co- i, 


venant before the people; at the diftance of two thou- 
fand cubits. 6 a 

y. 15. And as they that bare the ark were come 
unto Fordan, &c.] Not to the bank, which was 
overflowed, but to the. extremity ‘of the wate 
overflowing : and the feet of the priefts that bar th 
ark were dipped in the brim of the water ; which’ 
doubtlefs the firft they came to, and not the br 
or extremity of it on the other fide : for Fora 
cverfloweth all its banks all the time of barveft 
is, Of barley-harveft, as appears from the t 
year 5 for it was in the firft month, the mo 


ett 
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fan, or Abid, which anfwers.to part of March.andjon the other fide of thé river; and according to 
April, it uled to overflow, 1 Chron. xii, 15. and | the Talmudifts* was twelve miles from it ; but the 
it was now the tenth day of that month, ch. iv. |conftruction is with the word heap, which heap was 
19. onthe fixteenth of which, at the time of the |o the fide of Zaretan it was there where the'wa- 
paffover, the fheaf of the firft-fruits of barley-|ters were heaped up ; it feems as if they reached 
harveft was offered up, Lev. xxiii. 10, 11. the in- jon the one fide to 4dam, and on the other fide to 
undation continued all the time of harveft ; and fo!Zaretan : and thofe that came down towards the fea 
Arifteas™ teftiies, that ‘* the river being filled, it}of the plain, even the falt fea, failed, and were cut 
overflows as the Nile in the time of harveft, andjaf; thofe waters which were below where the 
waters much of the country ;” it overflows its|priefts feet refted, ran down into the lake Afphal- 
banks both on the one fide and on the other, the |¢/tes, where Sodom and Gomorrah formerly ftood, 
eaftern and weftern fhores. This overflow is fup-|the feaof the plain, or vale of Siddim, Gen. xiv. 
fed to be occafioned either by the latter rains, }3. fometimes called the dead fea, and here the falt 
which fell about this time ; or rather by the fnow |fea, its water being exceeding falt; fo the above- 
on mount Lebanon melting at this time of the year, |mentioned traveller ® teftifies on his own knowledge; 
when the fun has great ftrength in thofe parts, and|** the water of the lake (the lake A/phaltites, or 
which poured down in great quantities into this ri- |dead fea, fays he) was very limpid, and falt to the 
ver, that took its rife fromthence. Fofephus * fpeaks |higheft degree ; and not only falt, but alfo extreme 
of mount Lebanon, and of the fountains of Yordan |bitter and naufeous ;” fo that thefe waters running 
together; and fays they have their rife from the |down thither, and thofe above ftopped, made a dry 
mountain. and of the fnow of Lebanon fee er.|channel for 16 or 18 miles: and the people paffed 
xviii. 14. This river continued to overflow at over right againft Jericho ; which was the city Fobua 
this feafon in the times of David, 1 Chron, xii. 15,{hadin view to attack firft, and had fent {pies thi- 
and in the times of 4ri/feas, who lived in the reign {ther to get intelligence of it, and the difpofition of 
of Ptolemy Philadelpbus, king of Egypt, as before|the people init ; fee the note on ch. ii. 1. 
obferved ; and foime late travellers’ obferve, ‘* it} ¥. 17. And the priefts that bare the ark of the Lord 
generally happens in the month Niéfan ; that is, |ftood firm on dry ground in the midft of Fordan, 8cc.} 
from the middle of March to the middle of April,| Which for its breadth the above-mentioned tra- 
the time of the firft-harveft;” but Mr, Maundre/]= ,|veller fays * might be about 20. yards over, and 
who was upon the fpot in1697, and at the proper] its depth exceeded his height; but Dr. Shaw, a 
time of its overflowing, perceived nothing of it,| later traveller ftill, fays, ‘* the river Yordan is by 
He fays, “‘ there is a fmall defcent, which you} far the moft confiderable river, excepting the Nile, 
may fitly call the firft and outermoft bank of For-jeither of the coaft of Syria, or of Barbary. I 
dan, as-far as which it may be fuppofed the river|computed it to be about thirty yards broad, but 
does, or at leaft did anciently overflow ; but atjthe depth J could not meafure, except at the brink, 
prefent (whether it be becaufe the river has by its} where I found it to be three yards.” Now in the 
rapidity of current wor its channel deeper than. ir} midtt of this river the priefts bearing the ark ftood 
was formerly, or whether becaufe its waters are di- | firm on dry ground, the waters above being ftopt,. 
verted fome other way) it feems to have forgot its}and thofe below cut off. This perhaps’ might 
ancient greatnefs ; for we coulddifcern no fign or| give rile to the fables among the Heathens of the 
probability of fuch overflowings when we were| river Scamander being {welled for the deftruction of 
there, which was the 30th of March, being the pro-| Achilles, and dried up by Vulcan, of which Ho- 
per time for thefe inundations; nay, fo far was the| mer ° makes mention ; and of the river Juachus, 
river from overflowing, thatit ran at leaft two yards| dried up by Neptune, as the Grecians fable ; how- 
below the brink of the channel.” However, atjever, if Heathens can credit thefe accounts, furely 
this time of the paffage of the children of J/rael| we Chrifians ought to believe this, attefted by di- 
through it, it was overflowing; which made the vine revelation. And this may denote the prefence 
miracle the greater. of Chrift with his people in afflictions, who will not 
¥.16. That. the waters which came down from|{affer thofe waters to overflow them; and in death 
above, &c.] Above where the priefts feet refted, itfelf, when the fwellings of Fordan fhall not come 
and which came down from mount Ledanon, and|near them to diftrefs them ; and when the covenant 
the fountains of ‘Yordan northward : feood and rofe|of grace will appear firm and. fure, and be their 
up upon ax heap, they flopped their current, and| great fupport ; and when alfo the feet of the mini- 
as the water came down they rofe up on high, and| fters of Crif ftand firm, and their faith fails not ; 
made ene vaft heap of waters : very far from the which is of great ufe, and very encouraging to the 
city of Adam, that is, befide Zaretan , the cetid,. or| {piritual Tfrael of God: and all the Ifraelites paffed 
textual reading is, in Adam the city ; we follow the| over on dry ground ; the waters being divided to a 
marginal reading, from ddam : both readings, as| {pace large enough for fuch a body of people to pafs 
isufually, if not always the cafe, are tobe received ; | over, and which continued until all the people were 
and the meaning is, that this heap of waters, tho’| clean paffed over Yordan ; perfeétly and compleatly, 
the river was ata confiderable diftance from Adam ;| not one being left behind, or loft in the paffage 
yet through the overfiow. of it, it reached to, and} through it ; in the midftof which the priefts ood 
was in Adam ; this city was in Perea, omthe other | until all were pafled over, So the fpiritual U/rae/ of 
fide Fordan, that fide on which the Iraclites were} God muft all go over Fordan’s river, or muft all go 
before their paflage; and Zaretan, which is fup-|through the valley of the fhadow of death ; and 
pofed to be the fame with, Zartanab, and Zarthan, they’ll all go over fafe to Canaan’s land, to the hea- 
x Kings iv. 12. and vii. 46. was on this fide, in the venly glory ; their fouls go immediately to hea- 
tribe of Manaffeh , andthe fenfe is, not that 4dam | ven at death, and their bodies will be raifed at the 
was on the fide of Zaretan, or neat it, for itwas | laft day, and be re-united to them, and partake of 
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happinefs with them 5 nor will any one of them be| Chri/t, the purchafe of his blood, partake of ba 
loft ; they all clean pafs over, and arrive fafe ; for] grace, and have the earneft of his Spirit. 
they are the chofen of God, the care and charge of 
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pee chapter relates an order, that 12 men they were to take the ftones, as next directed : 

fhould take 12 {tones out of the midftof For-|and take you up every man of you a flone upon bis 

dan, and carry them tothe firft place they lodged at oulder; by which it appears they were large 

as a memorial of their paflage over it, ¥. 1—8.|ftones they were to take, not what they could 

and how Yo/bua fet up twelve other ftones in the ri-|carry in their hands, but what they were obliged to 

ver itfelf, y. 9. and how many of the tribes ofjtake upon their fhoulders : according unto the num- 

Reuben, Gad, and Manaffeh, went before the J/- ber of the tribes of the children of Ijrael, whohad ° 
raclites when they paffed over, ¥. 10—14. which|that day pafled over Fordan, of which thefe ftones 

being done, the priefts were ordered to come out of|were to be a memorial. 

‘Jordan, when the waters returned to their place, ¥.|_ ¥. 6. That this may be a fign among you, &c.| 

15—18. The time when this miracle was wrought|A commemorative one: that when your children 

is obferved y. 19. and an account is given of o-|a/f their fathers 2 timeto come, or to-morrow®; and 
fhua’s pitching the twelve {tones taken out of Fordan\{o in all time, or any time hereafter : /ayimg, what 

in Gilgal, and the ufe they were to be of in future|mean you by thefe flones ? what is the reafon of fet-. 
time, ¥. 20—24. _ [ting them up, and in this place, and being juft of 

fuch a number ? : 

y. 1. And it came to pafs when all the people were| Yy. 7- Then ye foall anfwer them, &c.| By in- 
clean paffed over Jordan, &c.] As related, ch, ill. 17. forming them of the defign and ufe of them : That 
that the Lord Jpake unto Fofoua, faying ; as fol-|the waters of Fordan were cut off before the ark of 
lows. the covenant of the Lord when it paffed over Fordan ; 

y¥.2. Take you twelve men out of the people, &c.}|\the waters below from thofe that were above, which 
Fofoua had before this ordered twelve men to be|ftood up on an heap ; fo that they were divided 
taken from among them, which feems to havejand feparated from each other, and made dry land 
been done of himfelf; and now he has adirection|for a paffage of the children of J/rae/ ; and this was 
from God for it, and what to employ them in :|done before, and in the prefence of the ark of the 
out of every tribe a man , {o that what they did was|covenant, to fhew that it was owing to the power of 
in the name of the feveral tribes, and as reprefent-|God, of whofe prefence the ark was a {fymbol : 
ing them. the waters of Fordan were cut off ; which is re- 

¥.3. And command you them, faying, &c.] As|peated for the confirmation of it, and that it might 
follows : take you bence out of the midft of Fordan ;\be taken notice of as a very marvellous event, and to 
fo that they were obliged to go back into the midft} be afcribed to the divine omnipotence and goodnefs : 
of Yordan, having already paffed over it, as appears}and thefefiones fball be for a, memorial unto the chil- 
from y. 1. out of the place where the priefts feet ftood\dren of Ifrael for ever’; which whenever feen and — 
firm; where being ftones they chofe to ftand uponjobferved by them, would put them in mind of this 
them, and which were a firm ftanding for them ;}wonderful appearance of God for them ; and Fe- 
and which fecured them from the flime and mud at}vom "{peaks of them as if feen by Paula in his 
the bottom of the river the waters left behind ;}time, whofe life and travels in thofe parts are writ- ~ 
though it is not abfolutely neceffary to underftand|ten by him. 
it that they were to take, and did take, the ftones} y. 8. And the children of I/rael did fo as Fofbua 
from under their feet, but thofe that lay about the|commanded, &c.| That is, the twelve men taken * 
place where they ftood: fwelve ftones; each man|jout of the twelve tribes of J/rael, and who were 
a ftone; and according to the Samaritan chro-|the reprefentatives of them in this action: apd’ 
nicle , every man infcribed his name on the ftone:|took up twelve ftones out of the midf of Fordan 
and ye foall carry them over with you, from thelas the Lord fpake unto Fofhua, according to the ‘turk. 
place they took them up, to the placethey fhould|der of the tribes of the children of Irael; they took 
next ftop at: and leave them in the lodging place|the exact number, and out of the very place Fofbua ° 
where you fhall lodge this night ; which was in the|was ordered to direct them todo: and carried them 
place afterwards called Gilgal, ¥. 19, 20. over with them unto the place where they lodged; 

¥. 4. Then Fofoua called the twelve men whom be\which, as ‘fofephus fays* , was 50 furlongs faith 
had prepared of the children of Ijrael, &c.] It may|Jordan, which was above fix miles; fo far they 
be for fome other purpofe, ch. iii. 12, but this|carried thefe ftones on their fhoulders: and Idd ~ 
was the deftination of them eventually, and as by|them down there ; which afterwards were put in» 
divine direction : out of every tribe a man ashe|proper order by Fo/bua, or at leaft by his direc- 
had before ordered, and was now direéted to. tion. ; 

¥. 5. And Fofhua faid unto them, &c.) The) y,9. And Fofbua fet up twelve ftones in the mi 
twelve men : pa/s ye over before the ark of the Lord\of Jordan, eee ex. oe ° ihe | ' 
your God into the midft of Jordan; that is, they |twagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, and fo sance 
were to go back to Yordan again, which they had|which he fet one upon another, fo that me 
palied over, and go into the midft of it, where |be feen above the water; or however the water c 
were the priefts bearing the ark ; forit is not to be|fordan being clear, they might eafily be difcerne 
imagined, that the ark went along with them, or |by thofe who either paffed over the river, or. walk- 
followed them, they going before it; but they |ed by the fide of it, where they were ; and perhaps 
went where that was, jult before it, from whence|may be the very ftones Fobn the baptift pointedat © 
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in Matt. iii. 9. fince it was at Bethabara he was 
baptizing, fuppofed to be the very place of the 
paffage of the children of J/rael over Fordan, and 
had its name from thence, Fob. i. 28. in the place 
where the feet of the priefts which bare the ark of the 
covenant ftood; and which was done in commemo- 
ration of it ; the words will bear to be read under 
the flation of the feet of the priefts : hence Farchi 
fancies thefe were fet, that their feet might not fink 
in the mud at the bottom of the river ; but this 
though here recorded, might be done by Fohua 
immediately after the priefts were come out of For- 
dan, or as they were coming up: hence fome think 
Fofoua was the laft that came up from it; but 
Abarbinel obferves, that the word fignifies in the 
room or flead of, asin Exod. xxi. 24. fo that thefe 
ftones were placed: in the room and ftead of the 
ftation of the priefts, in the midft of the river, 
and in memory of it: and they are there unto this 
day; to the time of the writing of this book, 
which is no objection to Fo/bua being the writer of 
it, though it is by fome made one ; fince it might 
be wrote by him, as doubtlefs it was, when fuch 
an obfervation could not be impertinent ; and if 
what has been before obferved is true, thefe ftones 
were in the fame place in the times of Yobm the 
Baptift, and that they were in the order in which 
they were firft fet; for that they were in the wa- 
ters of Fordan, there could fcarce be any queftion 
of it. This was done to perpetuate the memory 
of this remarkable event: fo Alexander the great 
fet up twelve altars on the borders of India, by 
the river Oraxes, in commemoration of his ex- 
ploits *. 

¥. 10. For the priefts which bare the ark ftood in 
the midft of fordan, &c.] Though on dry ground, 
the waters being divided: wntil every thing was fi- 
nifbed that theLord commanded Fofhua to fpeak unto the 
people, according to all that Mofes commanded Fofhua; 
that is, until all the people had pafied over Ferdan, 
as the Lord had ordered Fo/hua, to encourage them 
unto, and go over with them, ch. i. 2. and which 
Mofes, by divine dire&tion, had given Fofhua in 
charge to do; Deut. xxxi. 7. Kimchi interprets this 
of the fetting up of the ftones in Yordan, and the 
removal of the other to Gilgal, of which Mo/es 
faid nothing to Fe/oua ; and though it may be true 
of the former, that the priefts ftood in Fordan till 
that was done, which is not certain, yet not of the 
latter ; for it is plain, and it is moft reafonable to 
conclude, that the priefts were come up from the 
midft of Fordan before Jrael marched to Gilgal, 
or even began their march, fee ¥. 18, 20. and 
much lefs is this to be underftood of the {tones at 
Ebal, as others, and fo referred to Deut. xxvii. 2. 
which was not done until after 4 was taken, ch. 
viii. 42. And it is not reafonable to imagine, that 
the priefts fhould continue in Yordan to that time; 
Abarbinel thinks, it refers to the words in ch. i. 
3. which had been fpoken by the Lord to Fo/bua, 
and had been éxpreffed by Mofes, Deut. xi. 24, 
25. and which he fuppofes were now repeated by 
Fofhua, and the priefts continued in their ftation 
until he had made an end of rehearfing them; the 
laft claufe relating to Mojes is left out in the Sep- 
tuagint verfion: and the people bafted and. paffed 
over; not ftood in fear of the waters of the river 
returning upon them ; rather through an eager de- 
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it may be to relieve the priefts from their ftation 
as foon as might be. 

¥. 11. And it came to pafs wher the people were 
clean paffed over, &c.] Every one of them, as in 
ch. ili, 17. and iv. 1. that the ark of the Lord 
paffed over, and the priefs in the prefence of the 
people; that is, the priefts bearing the ark came 
out of the midft of Jordan in the fight of all the 
people, who were on the banks of it, on the other 
fide, where they had been ftationed during the paf- 
fage of the people; though this motion of them 
was not until they received an order for it, of 
which there is an after-mention. The Septuagint 
verfion reads, and the ftones before them ; {ee ¥. 8. 

v.12. And the children of Reuben, and the cbil- 
dren of Gad, and half the tribe of Manaffeh, &c.] 
Who were fettled on the other fide orden, in the 
countries taken from Sihon and Og: paffed over 
armed before the children of I/rael; the rett of the 
tribes: as Mofes /pake unto them; or ordered them, 
and as they promifed they would,’Nwmé. xxxii. 17, 
2052.35 275 29, 92. 

¥. 13. About 40,000 prepared for war, &c. ] 
Accoutred with proper armour to defend them- 
felves, and their brethren, and annoy their ene- 
mies: this is to be underftood of fuch a number 
of the above mentioned tribes; otherwife the num- 
ber of all J/rae/ that went over Fordan, even arm- 
ed or fighting men, befides women and children, 
were 500,000 or more. Now though the number 
of men fit for war, of thefe tribes, were 130,000, 
who were all, according to the original agreement, 
under obligation to go with their brethren over 
Fordan into Canaan’s land, and continue with them 
until it was fubdued, and they had reft in it; yet 
Fofhua took no more than about 40,000 of 
them, who we may fuppofe were feleét men, and 
fit for his purpofe ; the reft were left to look after 
their flocks, their families, and their lands: she/e 
paffed over before the Lord unto battles over Fordan, 
before the ark of the Lord, as that ftood in For- 
dan, bore by the priefts there, being ready to en-~ 
gage in battle whenever it was neceflary: and 
they went on with their brethren to the plains of 
Jericho, to a place afterwards called Gilga/; fee 
¥. 19. The Septuagint verfion is, to the city 
Jericho. 

y. 14. On that day the Lord magnified Fofhua in 
the fight of Ifrael, &c.] Made him great and ho- 
nourable in their efteem, by doing what he fore- 
told would be done, dividing the waters of Yordan, 
drying up the river to make a paffage for them thro’ 
it, as on dry land: and they feared him, as they 
feared Mofes, all the days of bis life, had a reve- 
rend efteem of him, and affection for him, and 
yielded obedience to him all his days; fee Exod. 
Xiv. 31. 

Hot 5. And the Lord fpake unto Fofbua, &c. ] 
When all the people had pafied over Yordan: fay- 
ing ; as follows. 

¥.16. Command the ptriefts that bear the ark of the 
teftimony, &c.| In all places before in this hiftory, 
the ark is called the ark of the covenant, here the ark 
of the teftimony, which fignifies the fame thing, 
the law; which was both the covenant between God 
and the people, and a teftimony of his will unto 
them ; the Septuagint verfion has both words: shat 
they come up out of Fordan, where they ftayed un- 
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ragement of them, and until they received this]and out of it; the name of one of them, and he a 
order. principal one, was Peter or Cephas, which fignifies 
¥. 17. Fofhua therefore commanded the priefts, &c.}\a ftone ; and all of them in a fpiritual fenfe were 
In obedience to the Lord, and fent them an order :|lively ftones, chofen and felected from others, and 
faying 5 as follows: come ye up out of Fordan from|called by grace, and were very probably moft, if 
the midft of the river to the bank of it, which|not all of them; baptized in this very place, Betb- 
was properly an afcent. abara, from whence thefe ftones were taken; and 
y. 18. And it came to pafs, when the priefts that|were like them unpolifhed, as to external qualifi- 
bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, were come|cations; not having an education, and being illi- 
up out of the midft of Jordan, &c.| According to|terate; but wonderfully fitted by Chrift for his fer- 
the command of ‘fo/bua in the name of the Lord :|vice ; and were not only pillars, as Fames, Cephas, 
and the foles of the priefts feet were lift up upon the\and Fohn, but in fome fenfe foundation-ftones ; as 
dry land and fet upon it; on the bank of ‘Yordan,|\they were the inftruments of laying Chrift minifte- 
and .fhores of the land of Canaan: that the waters|rially, as the foundation of falvation; and of preach+ 
of Fordan returned unto their place , thofe that came|ing the fundamental truths of the gofpel, in which 
from above, and had ftood on an heap, gradually |they were conftant and immoveable; and their mi+ 
came down into the channel, and thofe below that|niftry and writings, their gofpels and epiftles, are . 
were cut off returned : avd flowed over all bis banks,\{o many memorials of what Chrift, our antitypical 
as they did before 5 and ufually did at this time of|7abua, has done for us in paffing over Yordan’s 
the year, fee ch. iii, 1g. fo that there was no de-|river, or through death; finifhing thereby tranf- 
creafe or lofs of the waters by their failing, and be-|greffion and fin, obtaining peace, pardon, righ- 
ing cut off, teoufnefs and falvation, opening the way to the 
¥.19. And the people came up out of Jordan, &c.}\heavenly Canaan, abolifhing death, and bringing 
The channel of it to the fhore: on the tenth day\life and immortality to light. 
of the firft month; the month Nifan or Abib,which| 3. 21. And he fpake unto the children of Ifrael; 
from the time of J/rae/’s coming out of Egypt was |/aying, &c.] At the fame time he fet up the ftones:: 
appointed the firft month of the year, Exod. xii. 2.|when your children Joall afk their fathers, &c. as in 
on the 15th of which month they came out of|y¥, 6. fee the note there. > 
Egypt, having kept the paffover on the 14th at} y. 22. Then ye fhall let your children know, 8c.¥ 
even; fo that their coming out of Egypt, to their} The meaning of the ereétion of thefe ftones, ac- 
entrance into Canaan, was juft 40 years, wanting} quaint them with the whole hiftory, the meaning 
five days. This tenth day was the day in which|of which they are defigned to perpetuate: /aying, 
the paffover was taken from the flock, and kept |J/rael came over this fordan on dry land; and if they 
till the fourteenth, on which day the children of|fhould afk, how that could poffibly be done, or if 
Tfrael kept their firft paflover in Canaan, in the\they did not, they were to inform them by what 
plains of ‘fericho, ch. v. 10. and encamped in Gil-|means it was brought about, as follows. 
gal, in the eaft border of Fericho; it has its name| y.23. For the Lord your God dried up the waters 
here by anticipation, ‘for it was fo named after thisiof Jordan from before you, until ye were paffed overs 
for a reafon given, ch.v. 9. It was, according to|&c.] As this is fuppofed to be faid in future 
Fofephus ', ten furlongs, or a mile and a quarter|time, and to perfons who were not upon the fpot 
from Fericho. ‘feromfays™, there was fhewn in|when this was done, and fo entirely ignorant 
his time a defart place two miles from Fericho, hadjof the affair; it is not to be underftood of them 
in wonderful efteem by men of that country, which|perfonally, but of the fame people they were of, 
he fuggefts was this place ; as it was had in great|the people of //rael in former times, of their an- 
veneration, both by the worfhippers of the true|ceftors, and of them in them ; the benefits of 
God, and by idolaters, for many ages. which they enjoyed by poffeffing the land of Ca- 
¥. 20. And thofe twelve flones which they took\naan their fathers were at this time introduced in- 
out of Jordan, &c.] The twelve men who were|to: as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which 
fent there for that purpofe, and took them from|4e dried up from before us, until we were gone over ; 
thence, and brought them hither, ¥. 3, 5, 8. did|for tho’ the generation of men, for the moft part, 
Fofoua pitch in Gilgal; fet them in rows, or one} was dead that pafled thro’ the Red Sea; yet 
upon. another, and mide a pillar of them, comme-|as Yo/bna himfelf, and Caleb and Eleazar, and it 
morative of their paflage over fordaz into the land| may be fome others that were not among the mur- 
of Canaan: according to Fofepbus", he made an{murers, were ftill living, for whom that miracle — 
altar of thefe ftones ; and Ben Ger/om is of opinion,| was wrought, this way of {peaking is very~pro- 
that they were placed in the fanctuary by the ark,}perly made ufe of ; and efpecially when it is ob-- 
though not in it; which yet was the fentiment of|{erved, that there were many of the prefent gene- 
Tertullian °, but very improbable ; fince that ark]ration then young, which paffed over, and even 
was not capable of fuch a number of large ftones,|thofe unborn were in and reprefented by their an- 
and it muft be a very large ark, or chelt, if one/ceftors, and who enjoyed the. advantages of that 
could be fuppofed to be made on purpofe for them ;| wonderful mercy ; fo thefe two ftrange events are 
but it is moft likely they were erected in form of|joined together, as inftances of divine power and 
a pillar or ftatue, in memory of this wonderful] goodnefs in Pf. cxiv. 3, 5. , 
event, the paflage of I/rael over Fordan, fee ¥. 7. y. 24. That all the people of the earth might know 
they may be confidered as emblems of the twelve! the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty, &c.] Even 
apoftles of Chrift, and their miniftrations and wri-|almighty, and can do that which is marvellous and 
tings ; their number agrees, and fo does the time!furprifing, and above the power of nature to ef- 
of their appointment to go into al] the world, and fect ; things unfearchable and paft finding out, 
preach the gofpel, which was after the refurrection of| which ¢an’t be expreffed, or conceived how and by 
Chrift, typified by the paflage of fo/hua over Fordan,|what means they are brought about; this the very 
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heathens would own and acknowledge when they | 
fhould fee thefe ftones, and be told the meaning 


of them, or fhould hear of this amazing event :|and engage them to fear, ferve and worfhip him ; 
that ye might fear the Lord your God for ever 5 as|who by fuch aéts as thefe had abundantly fhewed 
the above-mentioned end was to be anfwered among |himfelf to be the only true and living God, and 
the people of the earth by thefe ftones, this among |the covenant-God of them his people Jrael; the 
the people of J/rael ; who upon fight of them would | Septuagint verfion is, ‘* that ye may worfhip the 
call to mind the power and goodnefs of God, whichI** Lord your God in every work.” 


: 179 
would ferve to keep an awe of his majefty on their 
mind, a due reverence of him and his greatnefs, 


Or Fh A oP. V. 

Bases Canaanites being difpirited on the paffage 
of the children of J/rae/ through Fordan, y. 1. 
Fofoua is ordered to circumcife fuch of the people 
of J/rael that were uncircumcifed, y.2—g. in or- 
der to their eating of the paffover, which was now to 
be kept, y. 11. and they being now provided with 
corn fufficient, the manna ceafed, ¥. 11, 12. and 
theré appeared to Yé/hua a divine perfon, in an hu- 
man form, to éncourage and direct hint what to do 


in the’conqteft of the land, and particularly Fer/- 
cho, ¥.13—15. 


other things particularly for that : make them fharp 
knives ; not that Fo/hua was to make them himf-If, 
but to order them to be made; for a confiderable 
number would be wanted for the ufe to be made 
of them: the Targum calls them fharp razors ; 
and Ben Gérfom fays, they were made of brafs, 
more likely. of iron or fteel, which perhaps he 
means; but the Hebrew text is, knives of rocks, 
ints or fiones ; and fo Maimonides interprets the 
words, and as they,are rendered in various ver- 
fions*; with fuch an inftrument Zipporab circum- 
cifed her fon ; and like them were the /amia teffa 
with which the priefts of the mother of the gods 
were caftrated ; and the /axum acutum of Ovid’; 
and fuch the Americans wed in flaying beafts, and 
the Egyptians‘ in the diffecting of their dead bo- 
dies ; and which the Zalmudifts allow of as Jaw- 
ful; and in the eaft, the ews to this day ule 
knives of ftone in circumcifion"; fee the note on 
Exod. iv. 25. and circumcife again the children of 
Virael the fecond time; not that circumcifion was to 
be repeated on them that had been circumcifed al- 
ready, who had found out ways and means to draw 
over the forefkin again, as fome in after times 
did ; or who had been imperfectly circumcifed ac- 
cording to the rite.enjoined by Abrabam, which 
fome Fewifh writers fay was not perfect ; neither of 
which was the cafe. Kimchi, and fo Ben Melech, 
interpret the word, oftentimes, frequently, one time 
after another ; as if the fenfe was, Fofbua was to 
circumcife them, or take care they were circum- 
cifed, fome at one time, and fome at another, un- 
til the whole was finifhed , but this is not what 
is meant, it refers to a former general circumci- 
fion ; not to the circumcifion, as firft adminiftred 
in Abraham’s time, for there had been a multitude 
of inftances of it fince that time; but. to the cir- 
cumcifion of the Z/raelites at, about, or quickly 
after their coming out of Egyp!; either before their 
eating of their firft paffover, the night they went 
out of Egypt, as Farchi“;, or rather fome time in 
the three days darknefs of the Egyptians, as Dr. 
Lightfoot * thinks ; or elfe when they were about 
Sinai, juft before the celebration of the paffover 
there, Numb. ix. 1, 2. from which time it had 
been neglected; not becaufe unneceflary, whilft 
they were in the wildernefs, to diftinguifh them 
from others, which was not the principal, at leaft 
not the only ufe of it; nor becaufe forbidden the 
Ijraelites for their difobedience, murmurings and 
rebellion, it not being probable that God fhould 


¥. 1. And it came to pafs when all the Rings of the 
Amorites, which were on the fide of Fordan weft- 
ward, &c.] On the fide the J/raelites were now 
on ; and this is obferved, to diftinguifh them from 
the other kings of the Amorites beyond Yordan, on 
the eaftern fide, who were already conqueted by 
the L/raelites, Sibon and Og, who feem to be a co- 
lony that went over from the 4morites in Canaan, 
and poffefied themfelves of that part of the land of 
Moab. Thefe feem to be put for feveral others of 
the nations of the land not mentioned, who doubt- 
lefs were as much difpirited as they ; and they are 
the rather mentioned, becaufe they were a prin- 
cipal nation, and a very powerful and warlike one, 
fee Amos ii. 9. and all the kings of the Canaanites 
which were by the fea, the Mediterranean fea; the 
Septuagint verfion calls them the kings of Pheiicia ; 
and that which was ftrictly and properly fo, lay 
on that coaft, in which were the cities of Tyre and 
Sidon, though the whole land of Canaan was fome- 
times fo called; unlefs this is to be underftood, 
either of the dead fea, or of the fea of Galilee; of 
which Canaanites, fee Numb. Xiil. 29. however, 
be they the one or the other, or both, as moft 
likely, when they beard that the Lord had dried up 
the waters of Fordan from before the children of If- 
racl, until we were paffed over, that their beart 
melted, neither was there fpirit in them any more, 
becaufe of the children of Ifrael, they loft all their 
courage, and never recovered it any more ; con- 
cluding it was all over with them, fince fuch won- 
derful things were done for them by the Lord: 
the word we fhews, that the writer of this hiftory 
was one that paffed over Jordan, and who can be 
fuppofed but Yo/bua himfelf? this circumftance, I 
think, ftrongly corroborates that opinion. 

y¥.2. At that time the Lord faid unto Fofbua, 
&c.] “When the people had pafled over Fordan, 
and had pitched in Gil/ga/, and ‘Fo/hua had fet up 
the ftones there; and particularly when the dread|prohibit the obfervance of a command of his on 
of them had feized the inhabitants of Canaan, and|that account; nor fo much through criminal neg- 
deprived them of all their courage ; and fo was ajlect, at leaft contempt of it, as becaufe of their 
fit time for the execution of what is next ordered,| frequent journeying, and the inconvenience of per- 
and feems defigned in the providence of God. among forming it, being always uncertain when they had 


pitched 
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pitched their tents, how long they fhould ftay, 


and when they fhould remove, fince this depended 
upon the taking up of the cloud; wherefore, un- 
Jefs they could have been fure of a continuance 
for a proper time, it was not fafe to adminifter it ; 
and now it was enjoined,. partly becaufe they were 
about to celebrate the paflover, which required cir- 
cumcifion in all that partook of it, Exod, xii. 43, 
44. and partly becaufe they had now entered into 
the land of Canaan, which was given them in the 
covenant of circumcifion, Gen. xvii. 8, 9, 10. 
wherefore it became them now to obferve it, and 
as typical of fpiritual circumcifion, neceflary to the 
heavenly Canaan, as well as to diftinguifh them 
from the uncircumcifed Canaanites they were com- 
ing among; and they did not think themfelves 
under obligation to obferve it till they came to 
fettle in that land, as fome think, whe hereby ac- 
cotint for their long neglect of it. 

¥. 3. And Fofoua made him foarp kuives, and cir- 
tumcifed the children of Ifrael, &c.| Not that Fo/bua 
circumcifed them himfelf; any more than he made 
the knives himfelf, but he ordered both to be 
done, and took care that they were done. And 
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at the true reafon of it, at leaft to countenance the 
reafon there given, which was on account of 
their journey ; that is, their ftay at any place be- 
ing uncertain and precarious ; fo the ews fay *, 
becaufe of the affliction or trouble of journeying, 
the I/raelites did not circumcife their children. This. 
is to be underftood of all males only born in the 
wildernefs, they only being the fubjects of circum- 
cifion. 

y¥. 6. For the children of Irael walked forty years 
in the wilderne/s, &c.] Wanting a few days, the 
round number is given; not forty-two, as the Sep- 
tuagint verfion: till all the people that were men of 


war, which came out of Egypt, were confumed, alk 


that were above twenty years of age, excepting 
Fofoua and Caleb: becaufe they obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord; but murmured againft him, and 
againft his fervants, and particularly againft daron, 
being the high-prieft; and chiefly becaufe of the 
report of the fpies, and their murmurs then, which 
fo incenfed the Lord againft them, that he threat- 
ened them with an entire confumption of their car- 
cafes, and which accordingly was fulfilled, to which 
the following claufe refers: unto whom the Lord 


as any that had {kill might make the knives, fo|/were, that he would not fhew them the land, which the 


might any circumcife ; circumeifion was not re- 
ftrained to any order of men, not to the priefts 
and Levites, but any might perform it; fo that 
though the number to be circumcifed was great, 
it might foon be finifhed: and this was done at 
the bill of the forefkins ; as the place was afterward 
called from hence; thefe being heaped up one 
upon another, made a hill of them, as the Zews 
fay’, being covered with duft. This circumci- 
fion performed by Fo/fbua, or his orders, was typi- 
cal of the fpiritual circumcifion without hands, 
which thofe that believe in Jefus, the antitype of 
Fofbua, partake of, 

¥. 4. And this is the canfe why Fofbua did circum- 
eife, &c.] Or the reafon of the command given 
him to circumcife the children of J/rae/ at this time, 
namely, what follows: al/ the people that came out 
of Egypt that were males, even all the men of war ; 
meaning fuch that were twenty years old, and up- 
wards : died it the wilderne/s, by the way, after they 


Lord fware unto their fathers, that he would give 
us, @ land that floweth with milk and honey; fee 
Numb, xiv. 23, 24. 


y.7. And the children, whom he ratfed up in 


their fiead, them Fofhua circumeifed, &c. |] Who 
were born to them in the wildernefs, and fueceeded 
them, fome of which might be near forty years of 
age ; as for thofe that were born before, of which 


there might be many now living, they had been” 


circumcifed already, but others were not: for they 
were circumcifed, becaufe they had not circumcifed 
them by the wey, or whilft journeying the forty 
years in the wildernefs ; which, as before obferved, 
feems to be the true reafon of the omiffion of cir- 
cumcifion. 

y¥. 8. And it came to pafs, when theybad done 
circumeifing all the people, &c.| Which feems as 
if it was done in one day, even on the fame day 
they pafled over Fordan, and came,to Gilga/; tho” 
bifhop Ufber * thinks it was the day following ; and 


came out of Egypt, not direétly, but in a courfe of| fo the Fews * fay it was on the eleventh of Nifan : 


forty years, as they journeyed through the wilder- 
nefs ; this is to be underitood with an exception 
of Fofhua, Caleb, Eleazar, &c. but then there was 


that they abode in their places. in the camp, till they 
were whole; till the wound made by circumcifion 
was healed ; now as it was on the ioth day they 


a large number who were under twenty years of|paffed over Yordan, and came to Gilga/, where they 


age, that came out of Egypt, and were now living. 
¥. 5. Now all the people that came out were cir- 
eumcifed, &c.} All that came out of Egypt, and 
males were cireumcifed, whether under or above 
twenty years of age ; for though it is poffible all 
were circumcifed before they came out of Egypt, 
which favours the opinion of Dr. Lightfoot, that 
they might be circumcifed during the three nights 
darkneis of the Egyptians, when they could take 
no advantage of it, as Levi'and Simeon did of the 
Shechemites ; and which feems more probable than 
that it fhould be on the night they came out of 
Egypt, when many muft have been unfit for tra- 
velling, and feems preférable to that of their be- 
ing circumcifed at mount Sinai, which was a year 


were circumcifed, there were three entire days be- 
tween that and the 14th, when they kept the paf= 
over ; during which time they kept within their 
tents in the camp, being unfit to move from thence, 
for on the third day of circumcifion they were 
ufually fore, Gen. xxxiv. 25. but being well on 
the fourth, were able to attend the paffover. As 
the providence of God greatty appeared in favour 
of J/rael, by caufing a dread to fall on their ene- 
mies, that they durft not fally out of the city and 
attack them ; fo it fhowed great faith in Fo/bua, 
and the J/raelites, to adminifter circumcifion at this 
time, juft as they were landed in an enemies coun- 
try ; and when the waters of Yordan were returned, 
and there was no going back, andif they could, as 


after their coming out of Egypt: but all the people\they were not in a condition to fight, fo not to flee. 


that were born in the wilderne/s by the way, as they 
came forth out of Egypt, them they had not circum- 


¥. 9. And the Lord faid unto Fofhua, &c.} Out 


of the tabernacle: this day bave I rolled away the 


cifed ; the reafons of which neglect fee in the note|reproach of Egypt from off you , either the reproach 


on ¥. 2. The phrafe, dy the way, feems to point |of being reckoned of the fame religion with the — 
| * Egypr 


Y Pirke Eezer, ut fupra. Jarchi in loc. 
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Egyptians, they now having obferved the command city : of the morrow after the pajjover ; which Kim- 
of the Lord, and thereby declared themfelves to chi and Ben Gerfom fay was on the 15th of Nifan; 
be his fervants and worfhippers, which fenfe Ben the pafiover being on the 14th; but if the mor~ 
Gerfom mentions ; of elle the reproach with which row after the paffover is the fame with the morrow 
the Eygyptiens . reproached them, that they were after the fabbath, Lev Xxili, IT, that was the 16th 
brought out from them into the wildernefs for evil, of Nifan ; and fo Jarchi here fays, this is the day of 
to be deftroyed there, they now being fafe arrived; waving the fheaf, which was always done on the 
in the land of Canaan; which fenfe he feems to|16th : it is difficult to fay which day is meant; 
approve of; and fo Abarbinel : or rather by it is if it was the 16th, then it may refer to what they 
meant the reproach of being bondmen, and flaves, eat on that day, after the fheaf was Offered » ; if 
as they were in Egypé, having now entered upon it was the 15th, it feems neceffary to underftand 
their inheritance, they as free men, the fons of it of the old corn; and fuch they muft have to 
Abraham, Ifaac and Facob, were heirs. unto ; and make their unleavened cakes of, both for the paff- 
perhaps it was this fenfe of the phrafe led Jofephus ‘over on the 14th, and the chagigah, or featt of 
to give a wrong interpretation of the word Gi/ga/, unleavened bread, which began the 15th, as it fol- 
which he fays figniSes Uberty; and adds, ‘ for lows : unleavened bread, and parched corn in thé 
having paffed the river, they knew they were free Jelf-fame day unleavened bread, for the ufes be- 
from the Egyptians, and from troubles in the wil- fore mentioned, they were obliged to, and parched 
dernefs ;” though the more commonly received corn for their pleafure ; but new corn, as the Sep- 
fenfe is, that this reproach is to be underitood of ‘uagint render it, was exprefsly forbidden before 
uncircumcifion, which was the reproach of the the waving of the fheaf, Lev. xxiii. 14. and there+ 
Egyptians, they at this time not ufing circumcifion fore old corn feems to be meant ; this was juft 
they afterwards did, when fome of the nations forty years to a day from their coming out of 


thereabout ufed it, who defcended from Abraham, 
as the Midianites, I/bmaettes, dravians and Edo- 
mites: wherefore the name of the place is called Gils 
gal unto this day; which fignifies rolling *; fo that 
when it is met with before, it is fo called by anti- 


cipation. 


Legypt. 
¥. 12. And the manna ceafed on the morrow after 


they had eaten of the old corn of the land, &c. ] 


There being now no further need of it; miracles 


are not wrought or continued when unneceffary ; 
for the ceafing of the manna fhews, that it was 


y.10. And the children of Ifrael encamped in Gil-jnot a common but an extraordinary provifion. 
gal, &c.) Not after ‘their circumcifion, but be- The ceafing of the manna, which was a type of 
fore, and where they continued encamped during|Chrift, may fignify the ceffation of gofpel-ordi- 


that,’ and until the paffover had been kept by 
them ; this was little more than a mile from Fe- 
ricbo, fee the note on ch. iv. 19. and kept the pajf- 
over on the fourteenth day of the month at even ; 
exactly as it was ordered to be obferved, and was 
obferved when firft kept, Exod. xii. 6. in the plains 
of Jericho, a proper place both for their encamp- 
ment, and the celebration of the paffover, and 
where very likely they met with lambs enough for 
their purpofe, which belonged to the inhabitants of 
Fericbo , or however being now got into the good 
land, they needed not, and were under no temp- 
tation of fparing their own; hiftorians agree, as 
Strabo *, Jofephus', and: others, that Fericho was 
feated in a plain. 

y. 13. And they did eat the old corn of the land, 
&c.] Thatof the laft year, as fome verfions *, 
which agree with ours ; 4n which they feem to fol- 
low the fewi/h writers, who, as particularly Kim- 
chi, Gerfom, and Ben Melech, interpret it of the 
old corn, for this reafon, becaule they might not 
eat of the new until the wave-fheaf was offered 
up, Lev. xxiii. 10,11, 14. of which old corn they 
fuppofe the unleavened cakes were mate, and was 
alio parched corn, though that word the Septua- 
gint verfion tranflates ew 5 and indeed were it not 
tor the above law, there does not feem- to be any 
reafon for rendering it old corn, only corn of the 
land, as the Septuagint does; and there is fome 
. difficulty how they fhould get at the old corn, 
which it may be fuppofed was laid up in the gra- 
naries, when Yeriche was clofe fhut up, and none 


nances, in which Chrift is held forth as food for 
his people. Thefe are to continue till all the fpi- 
ritual J/rael of God have paffed over the river 
Jordan, or death, even until the end of the world, 
and then to cealfe, Mast. xxviii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 
26. Rev. xxi, 22, 23. the eating of the old corn 
may fignify the glories of the future ftate, the joys 
and happinefs of the heavenly Canaan, prepared 
for thofe that love the Lord from the foundation of 
the world ; it may denote thofe ancient things the 
faints will feed and live upon to all eternity ; the 
eternal love of the three divine perfons, electing 
grace, the antient fettlements of grace, the ever- 
lafting covenant of grace, and the bleffings of it; 
the glorious mediator of it, that was fet up from 
everlafting, and the grace given to them in him 
before the world began: xeither had. the children 
of Lrael manna any more; having no more need of 
it, as the faints in heaven will ftand in no more 
need of gofpel-ordinances: but they did eat of the 
ruit of the land of Canaan that year, the increafe 
of the land, not only of the fields, but of the 
vineyards and olive yards, which they had neither 
fown nor planted; fee Deut. vi. 10, 11. which may 
denote the plenty and variety of the joys of hea- 
ven, and glories of the future ftate; the various 
truits which grow on Chrift, the tree of life, 
brought forth every month, or continually; all 
which will be enjoyed through the free grace of 
God, without the works or merits of men. 

¥.13. And it came to pafs when Fofoua was by 
Jericho, &c.) Orin Fericho'; not in the city it- 


went in or out ; unlefs chey met with itin fome offielf, but in the border of it, as Kimchi and Ben 
the villages near at hand, or it was brought them Melech ; or on the fide of it, as Farchi ; on one 
by the traders in corn, of whom they bought it, or| fide of which he was reconnoitring by himfelf, very- 
found it in fome out-houfes and barns without the probably, feeking for a proper place where to ake 
- $ 
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his firft attack; or if he could find out fofise ave-| general, and fo decidé the war; in which, had 


nue to the city, whereby he could enter more eafily ; 
or it may be he was meditating a fcheme how to 
fubdue the city; and it is very likely praying to 
God that he would direct him, and fucceed him. 
Ben Gerfom interprets it, his thoughts were in Fe- 
ticho ; and both he, and Abarbinel, fuppofe, that 
what follows was in a vifion of prophecy, that it 
feemed to him that he was. in Yericho, and faw a 
perfon, as after defcribed, and was only a dream, 
or night-vifion ; but no doubt, whether this was 
in the day or in the night, which is not certain, it 
was areal fight that ‘fo/bua had, or one really 
appeared to him as a man, as after related: that 
he lifted up bis eyes, and looked; his eyes before 
looked downwards, as the eyes of a perfon in deep 
ftudy and meditation ufually do: and behold, there 
flood a man over-againft him, not a mere man, 
nor a created angel in an human form, but a di- 
vine perfon in fuch a form, even the Son of God, 
who frequently appeared in this manner to the pa- 
triarchs ; as is clear from the worfhip paid unto him 
by Yofbua, by his calling him Lord, and owning 
himfelf to be his fervant; and by the ground on 
which he ftood, being holy through his prefence, 
as well as by his title, the captain of the Lord’s 
hoft. archi fays this is Michael, which if under- 
ftood of Michael the increated angel, the head of 
all principality and power, is right, who is always 
meant by Michael, whenever he is {poken of in 


this been the cafe, Yofbua was ready to join iffue 
with him, 

y. 14. And he faid, nay, &c.] Not for or on 
the fide of their adverfaries was he come, as Fo/bua 
fufpected at the firft fight of him; the Septuagint 
verfion is, be faid unto bim, taking sx for 5; as 
it fometimes is: dut as captain of the hoft of the 
Lord am I now come; of the hoft of the Lord both 
in heaven and in earths angels and men, and par- 


ticularly of the people of //rae/, called the armies ‘ 
and hoft of the Lord, Evod. vii. 4. and xii. 41. 


fo that tho” Fo/bua was general, Chrift was genera- 
lifimo ; and fo ‘Yo/bua underftood him, and therefore 
fhewed a readinefs to do whatfoever he fhould com- 
mand him; the fpiritual -ael of God, the church, 
is in a militant ftate, and has many enemies to 
combat with, fin, fatan, the world, and falfe 
teachers ; Chrift is their leader and commander, 
the captain of their falvation, and has all neceffary 
qualifications of wifdom, courage and might for 
fuch an office ; fee J/ lv. 4. and xi. 2, 3. Heb. ii. 
to. Rev. xix. 11, 14: and Fofbua fell on bis face 
to the earth, in reverence of this divine and illu- 
ftrious perfon, whom he perceived to be what he 
was : and did worfhip ; gave him religious worthip 
and adoration, which had he been a created angel 
he would not have given to him, nor would fuch 


an one have received it, Rev. xix. 10. and xxii. 8, © 


g: and faid unto him, what faith my Lord unto bis 


{cripture ; and fo this is interpreted by the ancient |/ervant ? that is, what commands had he to lay 


Fews * of the angel the redeemer: with bis fword 
drawn in his band, who fometimes is faid to have 
a two-edged one come out of his mouth, and fome- 
times one girt on his thigh, and here with one} 
drawn out of the feabbard, to juftify the war with 
the Canaanites, and to encourage ‘fo/hua to pro- 
ceed in it. His fword has been drawn againft his 
enemies, and thofe of his people from the begin- 


upon him, and he was ready to execute them? he 
was heartily willing to be fubject to him as the 
chief general of the L/raelitifh torces, and to con- 
fider himfelf, and behave as an officer under him, 
and to obey all orders that fhould be given him. 
¥. 15. dnd the captain of the Lord’s boft faid 
unto Fofoua, &c.| Asa trial and proof of his obe- 
dience to him: Joofe thy foe from off thy foot ; 


ning, ever fince the fall of man, when enmity|which is to be underftood literally, as when the 
commenced between’ him and the feed of the fer- like was commanded Mo/es at Horeb, Exod. iii. Se 
pent ; it appeared drawn when here on earth com-/though fome interpret it figuratively, as Abarbinel, 
bating with all our {piritual enemies, and will never|‘* remove from thee fuch thoughts that thou fhalt 
be put up until all enemies are put under his feet :| ** take this city by ftrength :” for the place where- 


and Fofbua went with bim, which fhewed great 
courage, prefence of mind and magnanimity: and 
faid unto him, art thou for us, or for our adverfa- 
ries ? by his appearing in this warlike pofture, he 
concluded it was to take on one fide or the other, 
either on the fide of Jj/rael, or of the Canaanites ; 
and he feemed to fufpect that it was on the fide of 
the latter, and that he was one that was come to 
defy the armies of J/rac/, as Goliab afterwards did, 


on thou flandeft is holy; becaufe of the prefence of 
this perfon, and as long as he was there, though 
afterwards was as another place; the ews) com- 
mentator, laft mentioned, thinks, this intimates 
that the city, and all in it (and all round about it) 
fhould be cherem, devoted, and fo be holy to the 
Lord: and Fofhua did fo; loofed his fhoe from his 
foot, in obedience to the captain of the Lord’s: 


hoft, thereby giving proof of his readinefs, willing- 


and to engage in a fingle combat with Yo/bua their|nefs and alacrity to ferve under him. 


CG. ByAakicoVL 


1 this chapter Fe/bua is affured, though Feri-|devoted to the Lord, and none fpared, but Ra- 
cho was clofely fhut up, it fhould be delivered) /aé and her family, ¥. 17—1g. the fuccefs was 
into ~his hands, y. 1, 2. and he is directed, with|according to the affurance given by the Lord, ¥ 
the army, to go round the city fix days together,}20. when all in the city were deftroyed ‘ands 
feven priefts bearing the ark of the Lord, with}was burnt with fire, and the gold, Giver fe 
feven trumpets founding ; and on the feventh day|and iron brought into the houfe of the Lord and 
to go round it feven times in like manner, when|Rabad and her father’s-houfhold were faved alles)? 
its walls fhould fall, ¥. 3,4, 5. which order Jofbua|y¥. 21—25. and the chapter is clofed with an ad 
communicated to the priefts, and to the people, |juration of Fe/bua, curfing the man that fhould 


and which was put into execution by them, with|build the city ; and with this obfervation, that the © 


fome other inftruétions he gave them, ¥. 6—16.|fame of Fofbua upon this was fpread abro: . 

particularly that the city, and all in it, fhould be}out the country, ¥. 26, 27. P ; ad through: : 
ie 
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y. 1. Now Jericho was firaitly fout up becaufe of| went into Arabia, I heard them.call a fath Fovel ; 


the children of Ifrael, &c.| Or it fhut up, or was 
feutting, and was fout up*; that is, the king and 
the inhabitants fhut it up within; the Targum 
fays with iron doors, and bars of brafs, and it was 
blocked up without by the children of J/rae/: 
none went out and none came in, none of their forces 
went out to make a fally on the J/raelites, or to 
feék to make peace with them; nor any of their 
neighbours went in to them, to carry them any 
provifion, or to affift them, or to be fheltered by 
them, not being able to do it becaufe of the camp 
of J/rael. ' 
¥..2. And the Lord faid unto Fofoua, &c.] The 
fame divine perfon called in the preceding chapter 
the captain of the Lord’s hoft, now with him, and 
who gave him the following orders, inftructions, 
and affurances : fee, I have given into thy hand Fe- 
richo, and the king thereof ; which might be con- 
cluded from the fear that was fallen upon the in- 
habitants of the city and their king, and from 
their, fhutting themfelves up fo clofely, not daring 
to come out againft J/rae/,; and efpecially from this 
declaration and promife of the Lord; and which 
fhould be done in fuch a manner, as that it would 
clearly appear to be of the Lord, and not men : 
and the mighty men of valour ; the military men, 
the foldiers, or army that were under the command 
of the king of Fericho; or, as Kimchi reads it, 
though mighty men, yet they fhould not be able to 
defend the city, or hinder its falling into their 
hands; for what were they to the mighty God of 
Jirael? 
y. 3. And ye fhall compafs the city all ye men of 
war, &c.\ ‘Fofbua their chief commander under 
the Lord, and al] that were able to make war, even 
all above twenty years of age ; thefe were to com- 
pafs the city, not in the form of a fiege, but by a 
proceffion around it: and go round about the city 
once ; or onetime, for the firft once ina day, and 
no more; thus fhalt thou do fix days , one after an- 
other ; that is, go round it, once every day for 
fuch atime. This order was given according to 
the Jews ” the twenty-fecond of Ni/aa, after the 
feaft of unleavened bread was over. 
¥..4.. And feven priefts fhall bear before the ark 
feven trumpets of rams horns, &c.] The ark was to 
be taken up and carried by priefts round the city. 
Ben Gerfom obferves, that this was to direct the Jf 
raelites to keep and do according to all that was 
written in it; that is, in the law, which was con- 
tained in it ; but no doubt the defign of it was to 
fhew, that the fubduing of Fericho, and. the mi- 
racle that would be wrought, were owing to the 
power and prefence of God, of which the ark was 
afymbol: and before it were to go feven other 
. priefts, with trumpets in their hands’ which, ac- 
cording to our verfion, were made of ram’s horns : 
in the original it is Jodelim or Fudilee trumpets. 
Some think it means only fuch as they were to ufe 
in the year of jubilee 5 fo Abardinel and others, 
as Mafius and Noldius * ; that they had their name 
’ from Jubal, the firft inventor of mufical, inftru- 


and the trumpet itfelf is called Fode/, becaufe made 
of a ram’s horn *: 
pa/s the city feven times; in the fame manner as on 
the other days : and the priefts fhall blow with thé 


eskated which they were to do, and did every 
ay. 


and the feventh day ye foall com- 


¥. 5. And it fhall come to pafs, that when they 


make a long blatt with the ram’s born, &c.) Con- 
tinue blowing, and protraéting, and drawing out 
the found along time ; which they did only on the 
feventh day ; on the other days it was but a fhort 
blaft they made at atime ; fo that this being dif- 
ferent, it would be a good fign and token to the 
people to do what they are next directed to : and 
when ye hear the found of the trumpet; drawn out 
toa great length: all the people hall fbout with a 
great foout ; at once, as when an onfet is made in 


battle, ora victory is obtained : and the wall of the 
city foail fall down flat ; or under itfelf* ; which 
Jarchi interprets in its place ; that is, where it 
ftood, and be f{wallowed up in it ; fo the Targum, 
‘* and it fhall be fwallowed up under it ;” yet fo 
that fomewhat of it fhould be feen, as an attefta- 
tion and proof of:the miracle, as Kimchi ; who 
fays, ‘* it means that it fhould be fwallowed up in 
its place under the earth, and a little of ‘it appear 
above ground for a memorial of the miracle :” and 
the people fhall afcend up every man ftraight before 
him , juft asthey were in the order of proceffion ; 
for the wall being fallen every-where, they would 
have no occafion to make up to one certain place, 
as when a breach is only made in one place, and 
the befiegers are obliged to go fo many a breaft to 
enter atic ; but in this cafe they might go ftraight 
up from whence they were, andenter the city with- 
out any obftruction and difficulty. 

y. 6. And Fofhua the fon of Nun called the priefts, 
&c.] Not the Levites and Kobathites, whofe bufi- 
ne{S it was in common to bear the ark, but upor 
this occafion the priefts ; notall of them, but as 
many as were fufficient for the purpofe : and faid 
unto them, take up the ark of the covenant ; by put- 
ting the ftaves into the rings of it, and fo carry it, 
Exod. xxv. 14. fee Numb. vii. 9. and let feven priefts 
bear feven trumpets of rams horns before the ark of 
the Lord; fee the note on y. 4. 

¥. 7. And he faid unto the people, pafs on, and 
compa/s the city, &c.| The women and children, the 
young men under twenty years of age, the unarm- 
ed part of the camp, as diftinguifhed from the 
armed men: and let him that is armed pafs on before 
the ark of the Lord, to guard the ark, protect the 
pricfts, and defend the people, fhould any fally be 
made by the enemy upon them. Thefe feem to de- 
fign all the males that were above twenty years of 
age able to bear arms, and fit for war ; though 
{ome reftrain it to the 40,000 of the tribes of Rex - 
ben, Gad, and Manaffeb, ch. i. 14. and iv. 13, 

y. 8. And it came to pafs when Fofbua had fpoken 
tothe people, &c.| Both armed and unarmed ; had 
finifhed the orders and direéctions he gave them be- 
fore mentioned : that the feven priefis bearing the 


ments, Gen. iv. 2. for rams horns are objected to] feven trumpets of ram’s horns paffed on before the 
becaufe they are folid, and not hollow ; as if they | Zord; in his fight, and by his direction, and at his 
could not be bored and made hollow, and fic for} command given by Fo/bua, and before the ark, the 
fuch a purpofe. The Targum, Farchi, and Kimchi,|{ymbol of his prefence : and blew with the trum- 
interpret the word by rams horns, as we do’; and| pets ; afhort blaft as they went along; this they 
obferve what R. Akiba faid, **-when (fays he) I} did on every of the fix days: and the ark of the co- 


venant 
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verant of the Lord followed them being borne by] ¥. 12. And Fofbua rofe early in the morning, e. ' 
priefts, y. 6. Of the fecond day; to take care of, direct, an 
¥.9. And the armed men went before the priefs|prepare every thing for another proceffion'on that 
that blew with the trumpets, &c.| Whom Farchi,|day ; fo adctive and diligent was he to do the will - 
Kimchi, and Abarbinel, interpret of Reuben and Gad, |and work of God, exactly and punctually : and the 
and the half-tribe of Manajeb ; that is, as many of|priefs took up the ark of the Lords and carried it 
them as Yo/fbua took with him over Fordan, tho’ about asthey had done the day before. 
rather all the armed men in the camp are meant;| ¥.13. And feven pricfts bearing feven trumpets of 
at leaft along with thofe mentioned went the ftan-|7ams horns before the ark of the Lord, &c.| See the 
dards of Fudab and Ephraim: and the rereward|note on ¥. 4. went on continually ; or, going they 
came after the ark, becaufe the tribe of Dan was| went * ; kept on going, making no ftopat all, un- 
the rereward in journeying, Numb. ii. 91. hence|til they had compafied the city : and blew with the 
the Targum paraphrafes the words, ‘* and the tribe|¢rumpets, as they went along: and the armed meu 
of the houle of Dea went after the ark,” and fo|went before them, but the rerewatd came after the ark 
both Yerchi and Kimchi interpret it: but rather the|of the Lord, which the Targum paraphrafes as on 
body of the people unarmed are defigned ; at leaft|y¥.9. the priefts going on, and blowing with the trum- 
thefe were brought up by the . ftandard of Dan;|pets, {ee the note on y. 9. ae 
or otherwile no place in this proceffion is appointed] y.14. And the fecond day they compaffed the city 
for them whofe bufinefs it was to make the great!ouce, &c.] Went round it one time only, as on the 
fhout on the feventh day with the reft : the priefts|firft: and returned into the camp; which was at 
going on and blowing with the trumpets; the word Gilgal, ch. v. 10. fo they did fix days; four more 
priefis is not in the text, but is rightly fupplied 5 |after thefe two fucceflively, and proceeded in 
for as Kimchi and Abarbinel obferve, this is not,the fame order and manner as on thofe two days. 
faid of the rereward, but of the priefts, for they] ¥. 15. And it came to pafs on the feventh day, 
only bore and blew the trumpets ; and fo the Tar-|8c.] Which archi {ays was the fabbath-day, and 
gum reads, ‘ the priefts going on, 8c.” which is a common notion of the Jews* ; but whe- 
y.10. And Fofhua had commanded the people,\ther it was or not, it is certain that one of thefe 
&c.] When he gave them their orders to pafs ony feven days muft be a fabbath, in which the feveral 
and compafs the city, ¥. 7. faying, ye fhall not\things ordered were done, and the proceffion made. 
foout ; that is; on any of the fix days as they went] Kimchi obferves, that their Radbdins fay this was the 
tound the city, only onthe feventh ; for this be-|fabbath-day ; and headds, what is pretty remark- 
ing a fign of victory, it was not to be made untillable, ‘* though they flew and burnt on the fab- 
the day when it fhould be obtained; otherwile, hadjbath day, he that commanded the fabbath, com- 
they fhouted, and nothing followed on it, it would|manded to prophane the fabbath in the fubduing of 
have expofed them to the contempt of the inhabi-| Yericho ;” with which compare what our Lord jays 
tants of Fericho, and would have put them in fpi-| Matt. xii. 3—8. that they rofe early about the dawn- 
rit, and hardened them: mor make any noife with\ing of the day ; having feven times the work todo 
your voice ; as laughing, finging, &c. This pro-|they did on the other fix days : and compaffed. the 
found filence was to be obferved, to add to the| city after the fame manner feven times; after the fame 
gravity and folemnity of the proceffion; and on|manner as they had done the fix preceding days : 
account of the furprizing miracle that was to belouly on that day they compaffed the city feven times ; 
wrought, and particularly becaufe of the ark, the}whereas on the other days they only went round it 
fymbol of the divine prefence borne before them ;}once, which diftinguifhed this day from thereft. 
and when God in his providence was aboutto fpeak in} y. 16. And it came to pafs at. the feventh time, 
fo awful a manner, and to do fuch a furprizing|&c.] Of their going round the city on the feventh 
work, it was very fit and decent that they fhould}day : and at the feventh time, when rhe priefts 
be filent before him ; fee Had. ii. 20. Zech, ii. 13.| blew with the trumpets ; as they did every time 
neitber frall any word proceed out of your mouth ;\they compafied the city : Fofbua faid unto the people, 
no converfation or difcourfe were to be had with|/bout ; both thofe that were armed, and thofe that 
each other as they paffed along ; for this is only to|were not ; they were to make one grand and gene- 
be reftrained to the proceffion ; when they returned,|ral fhout at once, as when victory is obtained, or is 
and in their camp they might talk and difcourfe as|fure, and fo it follows: for the Lord bath given you 
at other times: until the day I bid you fhout, then\the city , intimating that it would be preiently de- 
foall ye fhout , for as yet it feems Yo/hua had not|livered into their hands, and in fuch. manner, that 
told them how many days they fhould furround|it would plainly fhew it was of the Lord, and no 
the city in this manner, and on what day the fhout] other. ; 
fhould be made by them. ¥.17. And the city foall be accurfed, &c.] Or, be ° 
y. 11. So the ark of the Lord compaffed the city,|a Cherem, devoted to the Lord, as it follows : even 
&c.] Being bore by the priefts, who carried it|it and all that are therein to the Lord; the city and 
round the city ; it may as well be rendered and in-|the inhabitants .of it fhould be devoted to deftruc- 
terpreted as it is by Kimchi, “ he, i. e. Fo/bua,|tion, and the riches and fpoil of it dedicated to fa- 
caufed the ark of the Lord to compafs the city ;”}cred ufes, and not become the property of the 
that is, he gave orders to the priefts to take it up,|J/raelites ; for as this was the firft city in the land 
and go round with it onthe firft day : going about\of Canaan that was conquered, it was fit the firft- 
it once ; on that day, and no more; keeping at fuch}fruits of the conqueft fhould be the Lord’s, as an 
a diftance, as to be out of the reach of {tones or ar-| acknowledgment of his gift of the land unto them, 
rows cat from the walls of the city: and they came|and that. the conqueft of it was owing to him. 4 
i to the camp, and lodged in the camp, the night fol-|though it might be fome mortification to the J- 
lowing ; not only the priefts that bare the ark, but|raeites, and a trial of their faith and ob lad 
thofe that blew with the trumpets, and all the arm-| that the firft and fo fine a city fhould not -éssiags 
ed men, and the people. their habitation, but be utterly deftroyed, and not 
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where they were, and went in right over-againft 


confumed, or converted to other ufes, and not their|them, into every quarter and part of the city, and 


own. This Yo/bua thought fit to declare to the J/- 
raelites, before the taking of the city, that they 
might know what they had to do.. The Jewifo 
doctors generally fuppofe that Ye/bua ordered this 
of himfelf, of his own accord and will; but Kim- 


feized on it, and poffeffed it at once. Various 
things may be obferved concerning this furprizing 
event; as that it was fupernatural, and cannot be 
afcribed to fecond caufes, there being nothing in 
the proceffion round the city, the blowing of the 


chi is of opinion, that the Lord gave him this or-|trumpets, or fhout of the people, that could occa- 
“der, which is moft probable, yea, certain from|fion the wall to fall ; and that no defences or for- 
och. vii. 11. only Rabab the harlot fall live, foe and\tifications are any thing againft God, when it is his 


ellibat are with ber in the boufe; the and her fa- 
ther’s family, as fhe requefted, and the fpies pro- 
mifed ; here the Targum calls her as elfewhere, Ra- 
bab the innkeeper or victualler ; and fo in y. 22, 
25. becaufe foe hid the meffengers that we fent ; and 
fo preferved them from being taken by the mef- 
fengers of the king of ericbo, who were fent in 
‘puriuit of them. ‘Thefe though fent only by o- 
foua, without the knowledge of the people, yet it 
being on their account, and for their good, and by 
him as their head and governor, is afcribed to 


will a city fhould be taken, with whom nothing 
is impoffible ; and that fometimes unlikely means 
are appointed and ufed by him for doing great 
things, that the power may appear to be his by 
which they are done; and that faith fticks at no- 
thing, when it has the word and promife of God 
to encourage and fupport it ; and that God does 
every thing in his own time and way. The falling 
of the walls of Fericho may be confidered as an 
emblem of the fall of Babylon; thefe two cities 
agree, asin their greatnefs, fo in their wickednefs, 


them alfo. This fact of Rabab’s is obferved by| Kev. xvii. 4. and xviii. 2. and as Jericho ftood in 
him asa reafon for fparing her, and thofe that were|the way of J/rae/’s inheriting the land, being a fron- 
with her, when all the reft would be put to the|tier and barrier town ; fo myftical Babylon ftands 
fword ; and is mentioned as an inftance of her|in the way of the kingdom of Chri, and its fpread 
faith, and of the evidence of it, Hed. xi. 30. Fames|in the world, and particularly of the converfion of 
Ai.'2.g. the ews, Rev. Xi. 14, 15. and xix. 1—8. The 
y. 18. And you in any wife keep yourlelves from|fall of Jericho was very fudden, and when not ex~ 
the accurjc? thing, &c.| From laying hold on, fe-jpected by the inhabitants of it ; and fo will be the 
creting and enjoying as their own, what was devoted|fall of Badylon, Rev. xviii. 7, 8,9. and as Fericho 
to another ufe : lef ye make yourfelves accurfed , or|fell at the found of ram’s horns, the deftruction of 
a Cherem, alfo devoted to deftruction: when ye Antichr yt, or myftical Babylon, will be through 
take of the accurfed thing ; any part of it, be it what|the preaching of the gofpel, Rev. xiv. 6,7, 8, 9. 
it will, gold or any other metal, or raiment, and|and as the one was by the founding of feven 
the like : and make the camp of Ifrael a curfe, and\priefts, at the feventh time of founding, on the fe- 
trouble it ; for being done fecretly, and not known |venth day ; fo the ruin of Antichrift will be at the 
who did it, the whole body of the people would}feventh angel’s founding the feventh trumpet, and 
be chargeable with it, and finffér on account of it, |pouring out the feventh vial, Rev. x. 7. and xi. 15. 
unlefs difcovered and punifhed, and as more fully and xvi. 17, 19. and as at the deftruction of the one, 
appears by an after inftance. {fo of the other, but few faved from the common ca- 
¥. 19. But all the filver and gold, and vefféls-of lamity, Rev. XVili. 45 5. and both never to be raifed 
brafs and iron, ave confecrated to the Lord, &c.] Or|up and built again, Rev. xviii.21, And it may be 
rather, for all the filver, &c. as the particle here}confidered alfo as an emblem of the fubjection of 
ufed fometimes fignifies, and is fo rendered’: the Gentile world to Chrift ; which, like Jericho, 
thefe feveral metals, and whatfoever were made of|or the moon, as fome obferve the name fignifies, i3 
them, were fet apart for the Lord, and dedicated very changeable ; and as that city, and the inha- 
to facred ules, and might not be converted to any |bitants of it, an enemy to God, and his people, and 
other, unlefs what were upon their idols, which}yet made fubject by the miniftry of his word; as 
were to be burnt with fire, Deut. vii. 25. they fhall particularly it will be, when the kingdoms of this 
‘Come into the treafury of the Lord ; be brought into} world fhall become his: or rather it may be an 
the tabernacle, as Kimchi and Abarbinel interpret it,,emblem of the fubjection of particular fouls to 
into fome apartment there deftined for fuch fervice,]C4r7/?, and the means thereof ; who are like the 
and which is clear from y. 24. the fame where the|walled city of Yericho in their unregenerate ftate, 
offering of the officers was brought after the bat- their hearts hard, ftubborn, and inflexible, and en- 
tle with Midian, Numb. xxxi. 54. mity to God ; are felf-confident, vainly puft up in 
y¥. 20. So the people fhouted when the priefts blew their flefhly minds, and fhut up in unbelief, and 
with the trumpets, &c.] As Fofoua had charged|kept and guarded by Sataz, the {trong man armed ; 
them, ¥. 16. and it came to pafs when the people|but all thefe ftrong-holds of fin and Satan are 
heard the found of the trumpet, and the people fhouted\brought down and demolifhed in converfion ; and 
with a great foout , that is, gave aloud fhout, on]|that by means of the found of the gofpel, which 
hearing the long blaft of the trumpets blown by|is as defpicable with men, as the found of the rams 
the priefts the feventh time,. as they were no doubt} horns were to the inhabitants of Fericho ; butis a 
dire&ted by Fo/bua, agreeable to the order given to}jubilee and joyful found, a found of love, grace, 
him ; fee ¥. 5, 16. that the wall fell down flat ;|mercy, and falvation ; and being accompanied with 
the wall of the city of Fericho, as the Lord faid it|the Spirit and grace of God, is the power of God 
fhould, y. 5. fee the note there : /o that the people unto falvation ; and mighty through him for the 
awent up into the city, every man frraight before him,|removing the hardnefs of men’s hearts, and bring- 
and they took the city, they went up to it from the|ing them into fubjection and obedience to Chrift. 
- plain, where they were, and entered it without any}  ¥. 21. And they utterly defiroyed all that a in 
difficulty, the wall being fallen, and that every|the city, &c.] All the inhabitants of it, by the di- 
where; fo that they went direétly from the place|rection of Fafbua, and according to the a a 
: by nam totum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, 
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the Lord, Deut. vii. 1, 2, being guilty of capital]lies, and become numerous, and fo be an emblem 


crimes, which deferved death, as idolatry, inceft, 
&c. doth men and women, young and old , neither 
fex, nor age were fpared: and ox, and foeep, and 
afs, with the edge of the fword; in which creatures 
chiefly lay the fubftance of the eaftern people ; fee 
Fob i. 3. meen df 
¥.22. But Fofbua bad faid unto the two men that 
had {pied out the country, &c.] Whom he had fent 
on that errand, ch. ii. 1. and what follows he had 
faid unto them before the people entered into the 
city, and perhaps before the walls of it fell ; and 
indeed from ¥. 16, 17, it appears to have been faid 
at the time he gave the people orders to fhout : go 
into the barlot’s houfe ; he does not mention her 
name, But they full well knew who he meant : 
and bring ont thence the woman, and allthat fhe hath; 
not fo much her fubftance, as her father’sshoufhold, 
flxe had got together there, that they might be faved, 
as had been promifed her : as ye /ware unto ber , 
fo that this order was partly on account of her 
kindnefs to them, ¥. 17. and partly on account 
of the oath which they*had taken, and which 7o- 
foua would have inviolably kept. ; 
¥. 23. And the young men that were {pies went in, 
and brought out Rabab, &c.] Not only went into 
the city, but into Rabad’s houfe, which they knew 
again by the fcarlet thread hung out at the window 
of it. But here a difficulty occurs, how they 
could be faid to go into her houfe, when it was built 
on thetown-wall, ch. ii. 15. and that was now fal- 
len down flat. Adarbinel thinks that when the 
{pies went round the city, they faw the fcarlet 
thread in the window of her houfe, and fet their 
eyes on the houfe, or wiftly obferved it; and mark- 
ed it in fuch manner, that after the fall of the wall 
they went tothe place of her houfe, and brought her 
out, though her houfe was broken down, and no 
wall ftanding : but then they could not be faid 
properly to go into her houfe, and bring her out. 
Kimchi.is of opinion, that not all the wall of the city 
fell, but what was over-againft the camp of //rael 
and that the houfe of Kabab was on the wall on 
the other fide : but it feems by the account of it 
as if the whole wall’ fell; and the apoftle fays, 
the walls of ‘Jericho fell down, Hed. xi. 30. allof 
them ; and fo the /eptuagint verfion of ¥.20. “* and 
the whole wall, or all the wall fell round about :” 
And I fee not why it may not be thought that the 
whole wall fell, excepting that fmall part of it on 
which Rabab’s houfe ftood; and that ftanding 
alone would make the miracle the greater, and 
fhow the divine approbation of faving Rabab and 
her family: befides, if the wall funk down in its 
place all around into the earth, as the ‘ews under. 
ftand the phrafe ; fee the note on y. 5. the houfe 


of the number of Gensile finners faved ‘by Chrift : a 


the antitype of Jofbua: and left them without the — 
camp of Irael; until they became profelytes, and — 
embraced the religion of J/rael, as Kimchi remarks, 
However, being Gentiles, fome external rites and 
ceremonies were to be performed upon them, as 


well as a declaration at leaft of their renouncing 


idolatry, was required of them, before they could 


Ibe admitted into the camp of Jjrae/; and which 


was required even of a proielyte of the gate, or of © 
one that was only a fojourner among them. : 

¥.24. And they burnt the city with fire, and all 
that. was therein, &c.] As Babylon the great, of 
which this city was anembjem, as has been obferved 
on ¥. 20. will be burnt with fire alfo, Rev. xviii. 
8. onlythe filver and the gold, and the veffels of brafs 
and iron, they put into the treafury of the houfe of the 
Lord, fee the note on ¥. 19. 

¥. 25. And Fofhua faved Rabab the harlot alive, 
&c.] From perifhing by the fword, as the reft of 
the inhabitants did. Kimchi fays, fome interpret 
it of his giving her food, and an inheritance by 
which fhe might live; and o/ephus ‘ intimates the 
fame : he fays, he gave her fields, and had her in 
great honour and efteem; and it is the notion of 
fome Fewi/h writers, that he took her to wife, and 
thatthis is meant by faying her alive; which fenfe 
Kimchi difapproves of, as being foreign 5 befides, 
it was not Fo/bua, but Salmon, a prince in J/rael, 
that married her, Matt.i. 5. and ber father’s boufe- 
hold, and all foe had ;. that is, he faved alive all 
her relations, and it may be her cattle, if fhe had 
any; and thofe of her kindred alfo, as their theep, 
oxen, and affes, when thofe of others were killed, 
y. 21. Some alfo underftand this of intermar- 
riages of principal perfons in J/ael with fome of 
her father’s family ; but it only fignifies that their 
lives were fpared, when the whole city was deftroy- 
ed with the edge of the fword : and fhe dwelleth in 
Tfrael even unto this day; which may be meant. 
either perfonally of Rabab, who. was living and’ 
dwelt in the land of Canaan, when this hiftory was 
written ; and ferves to ftrengthen the opinion, that 
Fofbua was the writer of it, and to explainthe mean- * 
ing of the phrafe uxto this day, elfewhere ufed in ‘ 
this book ; and to remove any objection from it 
againft his being the author of it ; or elfe of her 
dwelling there in. her pofterity, and fo the might 
dwell in ic unto the times of the Mefiah, who fprang. 
from her, Matt, i. 5. becaufe foe bid the meffengers 
which fofbua fent to [py out Jericho; this was the 
reafon of her and her father’s family being faved 
alive; fee the note on y. 17. 

¥.26. And Fofhua adjured them at that time, 8zc.} 
When the city was burnt and fpoiled ; not that he 


might continue on it firm and unmoved, goingjadjured the people individually, or one by one, 


down with it to the furface of the earth, where it 
may be fuppofed the top of the wall was ; and fo 


which was not very practicable, but in a general 
way : faying, curfed be the man before the Lord; let — 


they might go in and take her out, and preferve|him be curfed by him with the curfes written in 
her from being deftroyed with the reft of the inha-|the book of the law; and let him be driven from 
bitants ; and not only her, but her father and ber|him, from his prefence, as Cain was: that rifeth = 
mother, and her brethren, and all that foe had; alljup, and buildeth this city Fericho , that rifes up in 
other relations that were with her, particularly ‘her|futuretime, and rebuilds it ; for it can’t be thought : 
fitters, which are in her requeft, ch. ii. 13. with all|that after fuch an adjuration, any one would ftart 
that appertained to her brethren and fifters, which|up quickly, and rebuild it: be fhall lay the founda= > 
is there expreffed alfo : and they brought out all her\ tion thereof in bis firft-born, and in bis youngef fe 
kindred ; before mentioned, or if there were any|/ball be fet up the gates of it; that is, whilft heis 
other of her relations fhe had taken into her houfe laying, or as foon as he has laid the foundation cf = 

for fafety ;.or all ber families*, for her father’s|the city, his eldeft fon fhould die; andas he went _ 
houfhold might be branched out into divers fami-}on with the building, other fons of his, ifhe had 
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more than two fhould be taken away by death|Sanhedrim fat, and a great. number of the fta- 
likewife, and by the time he has finithed it, figni-/tionary priefts dwelt, even half a {tation, twelve 
fied by fetting up the gates of it, both for orna-|thoufand of them, all which is obferved by doctor 
ment and fecurity, his youngeft and laft fon fhould Lightfoot * ; our Lord himfelf honoured it with his 
die alfo ; fo that his whole pofterity fhould be taken| prefence, Luke xix. 1. 

away, as a curfe of God upon him for rebuilding} y¥.27. So the Lord was with Jofbua, &c.] Coun- 
the city s which was fulfilled in Hie! the Bethelite,|{elling and directing him what to do, profpering 
the rebuilder of this city in the times of 4bab, 5}and fucceeding him in all that he engaged ; the 
or 600 years after this adjuration was made, when|Targum is, “* the Word of the Lord was for the 
eicher it was forgotten or however little regarded :|** help of Fofbua ;” the effential Word, Chrift the 
iaimonides obferves®, that this was made that the|fon of God, called the captain of the Lord’s hoft, 
miracle might remain in perpetual memory, for|ch. v. 14, 15. and who continued with him {peak- 
Whoever fhould fee the wall {unk in the earth, itling to him and giving him orders, ch. vi. 2. and his 
would be plain and clear to him that this was not|\fame was noifed throughout all the country; for his 
the form of a building demolifhed, but that it fell }wifdom and courage, for the wonderful things done 
by a miracles and yet this city became a very flou-|for him and by him, and the great fuccefs that atten- 
rifhing one in after-times, we foon hear of the fchool|ded him, through the power and prefence of God 
of the prophets in it, 2 Kings ii. 5. here, Strabo *}with him; which ftruck terror into the inhabitants 
fays, was a royal palace, where, as Yofephus' re-|of the land, and made his conqueit of it the more 
lates, Herod died,and who fpeaks of an Amphitheatre realy. 

and Hippodrome in it; in this city fometimes the| 


Chvii ¥.1—3. 


CHAP. VIL 


OR the trefpafs of chan the children of J/-|that in his times very few ruins of it appeared, 

rae! were {mitten and put to flight by the menjonly the place was fhewn where it ftood: which is 
ot di, ¥. 1— 5. which gave him and the elders of |defide Bethaven, a name by which Betel in after- 
the people great concern, both for J/rael and for|times was called, Hof. iv. 15. but here it is ma- 
the name of the Lord, which was exprefied by|nifeftly a diftin& place from it; juft hard by or 
Fofhua in prayer to God, ¥. 6—g. when the Lord|near to this place,.as Farebi and Kimchi inter- 
informed him of the reafon of it, and gave himjpret it, was the city of Ai: Bethaven feems to 
directions for finding out the guilty perfon, and|have been the fuburbs of it, or however was very 
for the punifhment of him, y¥. .10—15. which di-|near-unto it: on the caft fide of Bethel, near to 


rections Fo/bua followed, and the perfon was found 
out, who being urged to a confeffion made one, 
ys. 16—21. upon which he and all he had, with 
the things he had taken were burnt with fire, y. 
22—206. 


y. 1. But the children of Ifrael committed a tref- 
pafs in the accurfed thing, &c.] Or concerning it, 
with refpect to it, by taking part of what was de- 
voted to another ufe and. forbidden theirs: this 
was done, not by the whole body of the people, 
only by one of them ; but it not being difcovered 
who it was, it was imputed to the whole, on whom 
it lay to find out the guilty perfon and punith him, 
or elle the whole muft fuffer for it: this chapter 


which Abrabam built an altar, as did Facod alfo, 
and which in former times was called Luz, Gen. 
xil. 8. and xxxv. 1, 3, 6, 7. and was well known 
in later ages by the name of Bethel; it was reck- 
oned about a mile from “7: the fituation of this 
city is fo particularly defcribed to diftinguith it from 
another city of this name, 47 of the Amorites, Fer. 
xlix. 3. and is here called that Ai, that well known 
Ai, as Kimchi obferves: and fpake unto them; at 
the time he fent them, when he gave them their 
orders to go thither: faying, go up and view the 
country ; the mountainous part of it; for they were 
now in a plain, where Jericho was feated ; and ob- 
ferve-what place was moft proper to attack next, 
and which the beft way of coming at it: and the 


begins with a du, and draws a vail over the fame] men went up and viewed Ai ; what a fort of a city 
and glory of Fafoua, obferved in the laft verle ofjic was, how large, and what its fortifications, and 
the preceding chapter: for Achan the fon of Carmi,\ what avenues were to it: by this it appears that 
the fon of Labdi, the fon of Lerab, of the tribe of| Ai was built: upon an hill, or at leaft was higher 
Fudab, took of the accurfed thing, of what was de-|than Fericho and ‘its plains; and with this agrees 
voted to the Lord and to facred ufes; this he had] what a traveller fays ® of it, it is a village full of 
taken to himfelf out of the {poil of the city of Fe-|large ruins, (in this he differs from Ferom) and 
richo, for his own. ufe, contrary to the command|]from hence are feen the valley of Jericho, the dead 
of God: his defcent is particularly defcribed, that}fea, Gil/gal, and mount Quarantania, and many 
it might be known of what family and tribe helother places towards the eatt. 
was ; and it is traced up to Zerah who wasa fon| y. 3. And they returned unto Fofhua, and faid 
of Fudab, Gen. xxxviil. 30. and the anger of thelunto him, let not all the people go up, &c.] After 
Lord was kindled againft the children of Ifrael, be-\they had reconnoitred the place, they came back 
caufe of the fin of chan. to their general, and gave it as their opinion, that 
¥. 2. And Fofoua fent men from Fericho to Ai,\there was no need for the whole army to go up 
&c.] Which was the next city, of importance,Jagainft the city : dus let about two or three thoufand 
though not fo large as Yericho, and was, as the|men go up and {mite di, fuch a number they judged 
Fews fay ', three miles diftant from it; barbinel|were fufficient to take it: and make not all the peo- 
fays™, four miles, and fo Bunting"; Ferom ° fays,|ple to labour thither ; carrying their tents, pom 
i 
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lowing verle: and they fled before the men of Ai; 


188 ¥OSHUA — Chit 40, 


their armour, and going up hill: for they ate but fo when Achilles bewailed the death of Patrocluss 
few the inhabitants of 4i, men and women ma- jhe is reprefented by Homer* taking with both his 
king but 12,000; ch, viii. 25, hands the black earth, and pouring it on his head 5 

¥. 4. So there went up thither of tbe people about fo Arifiippus among the Athenians is faid ‘ to fprin- 


3,000 men, &ec.] Fofbua detached from the army kle dufton his head in token of mourning on 


the largeft number propofed, that there might be a certain account. 
ftrength enough to take the places and thofe he} ¥. 7. And Fofoua faid, alas, O Lord God, &c.} 
fent under proper officers to 4i, who went up to}What a miferable and diftrefied condition are we 


the very gate of the city, as appears from the fol- jin? have pity and compaffion on us; who could - 
have thought it, that this would have been our 


cafe? wherefore haft thou at all brought this people 
over ‘Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amo- 
rites, to defiroy us; who are mentioned either for 
the whole people of the land of Canaan; or ra- 
ther, becaufe the people of J/rael were now in that 
part of the country which they inhabited: thefe 
words difcover much weaknefs, diffidence, and di- 
{truft, and bear fome likenefs to the murmurs of 
the children of J/rae/ in the wildernefs ; but not 
proceeding from that malignity of fpirit theirs did, 
but from a concern for the good of the people and 
the glory of God, they are not refented by him : 
would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the 
other fide fordan, in which he feems to caft the 
blame, not upon the Lord but upon himfelf and 
the people, who were not content to dwell on the 
other fide, but were defirous_of a largér and bet- 
ter country ; and now ruin feemed to be the con- 
fequent of that covetous difpofition and difconten- 
ted mind. Uh 

¥. 8. O Lord, what fhall I fay; 8cc.]” For the 
comfort.and encouragement of the people of D/rael, 
in vindication of thy power, and faithfulnefs, and 
again{t the charge of weaknefs in thyfelf, unfaith- 
fulnefs to thy promifes, and unkindnefs to thy peo- 
ple, brought by our enemies: when SDrael bath 
turned their backs before their enemies? or after they 
place they fmote them when they fled: wherefore|have done it; what is to be faid now, this being 
the hearts of the people melted and became as water;|the cafe? he fpeaks as a man confounded, and at 
that is, the whole body of the people, when this|the utmoft lofs how to account for the power, the 
little army returned defeated, their fpirits \ failed|providence, and promifes of God. 
them, their courage was loft, their nerves were| ¥. 9. For the Canaanites, &c.| Thofe that 
loofed, and they became languid, faint, and feeble ;|dwell on the eaft and on the weft of the land, fee 
not that their lofs was fo great, but that they per-|ch. xi. 3. who were one of the feven nations: and 
ceived God had forfaken them, and what the iffue|a// the inhabitants of the land foall bear of it; of 
of this would be, they dreaded, this defeat ; not only the Amorites, among whom. 

¥. 6. And Fofbua rent bis clothes, &c.] As was\they now were, and the Canaanites before mention- 
ufual in thofe antient times, on hearing bad news; |ed, but the Histites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, 
and as expreflive of grief and trouble'; fee Gen.|and the Febufites: and fhall environ us round; come 
XXXVil. 29, 34. Fob i. 20. and fell to the earth|with all their forces from all parts of the land, and 
upon bis face before the ark of the Lord, until the\{arround us, fo that there will be no efcaping 
even-tide; in a pofture of adoration and pray-|for us: and cut off our name from the earth, utter- 
er, in which he continued till even; how long that|ly deftroy us, that we fhall be no more a nation 
was cannot be faid, fince the time is not mentioned|and people, and the name of an J/raelite no more 
when the army returned from 47; very probably be heard of, fee Pf. Ixxxiii. 4. and what wilt thou. 
it was fome time in the afternoon: this was done|do unto thy great name? this, though mentioned’ 
before the ark of the Lord, the fymbol of the di-jlaft, was uppermoft in the heart of Yo/bua, and’ 
vine prefence, not in the moft holy place, where|was referved by him as his ftrongeft argument with 


for upon their appearing at the gate of their city, 
they came out with all their forces againft them, 
and as foon as they did, the children of J/rae/ durft 
not face them, but without engaging with them 
fled at once: God having forfaken them, their cou- 
rage failed, the dread of their enemies falling on 
them. 

_ y. 5. And the men of Ai fnote of them about 36 
men, &c.| In the purfuit of them, which were 
but few, but a fufficient rebuke of providence ; 
their lofs was but fmall, but their fhame and dif- 
grace great: for they chafed them from before the 
gate; the gate of the city of i: even unto Sheba- 
vim; not that there was a place of this name _be- 
fore, but it was fo called from hence, becaufe there 
they were broken, as Kimchi obferves; and the Tar- 
gum and Farchi’ render it, ** until they were bro- 
‘* ken,” their lines broken, not being able to ‘e- 
treat in order, but were {cattered, and fled to their 
camp as they could: Gufetius 1 thinks it was the 
name of a place, but not fo called for the above 
reafon, but becaufe there lay broken pieces of the 
rock fcattered about: avd fmote them in the going 
down ; the hill from di; Morad rendered going 
down, may be taken for the proper name of a place, 
and which Kimchi fays, was a place before 4, in 
which there was a declivity and defcent, and in that 


that ufually was, and into which ¥osua might not|God, to appear for them and fave them ;. his” 
enter, but in the tabernacle of the great court, over}own glory, the glory of his perfeétions, if 
again{t where the ark was: he and the elders of I/-\dom, goodnefs, power, truth, and faithfulnefs, was” 
rael; either the elders of the people in the feveral|fo much concerned in their falvation, == 


tribes, or rather, the feventy elders, which were the} y¥. 10. And the Lord faid unto Fofoua, get th 
Sanhedrim or council, and which attended Fofoua|up, &c.] From the ground where he lay proftrat 
and affifted him as fuch: and put duft upon their\with his face to it: this he faid, not as © 
heads 5 another rite or ceremony ufed in times of|his fupplication to him, but rather as encouraging 
mourning and diftrefs, and that very antiently, be jand ftrengthening him; though chiefly he faid this 
fore Fohua’s time and after, fee Fob ii. 12. 1 Sam, |in order to inftru@& him, and that he might pre-— 
iv. 42. 2 Sam. is 2 and among, various nations ; lief 


LO 
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dejected ; or for this thing, asthe Targum, for this 
defeat of the army ; fome thing elfe is. to be done 
befides prayer and fupplication. 

¥. 11. Draei bath finned, &c.} For though one 
only had committed the fin, others might have 
known of it and connived at it; however, there 
was fin committed among them, and it muft be 
difcovered, the guilt charged, and punifhment in- 
flicted: and they bave alfo tranfgrefed my covenant 
which I commanded them, not the law given on 
mount Sizai, called the covenant, though in general 
that was now broken, inafmuch as they then pro- 
mifed to hear and obey all that the Lord fhould fay 
unto them, Exod. xxiv. 7. but it particularly means 
the command given, ch. v. 18. that they fhould 
take nothing of that which was devoted to the 
Lord, and thereby make the camp of J/rae/ a curfe, 
and trouble it; and which fhews that chat was not 
a command given by Fofhua of himfelf, but what 
(he had from the Lord: for they bave even taken 
of the accurfed thing 5 fomewhat of that which was 
devoted to facred ules: and have alfo ftolen, taken 
it away, not openly but by ftealth, as being con- 
fcious they ought not to have done what they did, 
and fo finned both againft God and their own con- 
fciences: and diffembled alfo;, or lied" 5 pretended 
they had not taken any of the accurfed thing, when 
they had; and it is probable that the people in ge- 
neral, the feveral tribes, families, and houfes were 
examined by proper officers, whether they had ta- 
ken any of the fpoil or no, to themfelves, and 
they all denied they had, and he that had taken it 
among the reft; and perhaps was particularly afked 
the queftion,which he anfwered in the negative : and 
they have put it even amongft their own fiuff ; their 
houfhold ftuff, mixed them with their own goods 
that they might not be known; or put them iz 
their own veffels”, for their own ufe and fervice. 

y. 12. Therefore the children of Ifrael cowd not 


Stand before their enemies, &c.| Being forfaken of 


God for the fin committed among them: but 
turned their backs before their enemies; had not cou- 
rage to face them, but fled as foon as they appear- 
ed: becaufe they were accurfed, of God for the ac- 
curfed thing that had been taken, as was threa- 
tened would be their cafe, fhould they take any 
of it, ch. v. 18. neither will I be with you any 
more, until ye take away the accurfed thing from 
among you; that is, until they had put to death 
the perfon who had taken of the accurfed thing, 
and made himfelf thereby accurfed; and even all 
the camp of J/rael, ’till this was done, the Lord 
would not be with them to protect and defend 
them, and give them fuccefs againft their ene- 
mies. 

y. 13. Up, fanélify the people, &c.) The word 
up not only fignifies getting up from the ground 
on which he lay, but to beftir himfelf, and to be 
active in what he would now be enjoined and di- 
rected to do, and in the firft place to /andify the 
- people, that is, by giving them orders to do it 

themfelves : and fay, fantiify yourfelves againft to- 
morrow; either by fome ceremonial ablutions, or 
by the performance of moral duties, as prayer, re- 
pentance; and good works; or rather, they were 
to prepare themielves, as the’ Targum and Kimchi 
interpret it, to get ready again{ft the morrow, and 


“ 4¥YM5 mentiti fant, Pagninus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
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thus upon thy face ? in this manner, fo diftrefléd and 


189 
expect to be thoroughly fearched, in order to find 
out the perfon who had taken the accurfed thing: 


for thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, there is an ac- 


curfed thing in the mid? of thee, O Ifrael, an ac+ 
curfed perfon, who had taken of what was devoted 
to the Lord for his own ufe, and fo accurfed: thon 
canft not fland before thine enemies, until ye take 
away the accurfed thing from among you, by putting 
him to death. 

¥. 14. Inthe morning therefore ye foall be brought 
according to your tribes, &cc.| One or more of 
every tribe, according to the number of them, were 
to be brought the next morning before Yo/bua and 
the elders of J/rae/, the Sanhedrim and council of 
the hation, and very probably the tabernacle, where 
they affembled for this purpofe : and it /hall be that 
the tribe which the Lord taketh; how a tribe and 
fo a family or houfhold were taken is differently 
underftood; what fome of the Fewifh writers fay 
deferves no regard, as the detention of perfons by 
the ark, or of the dulnefs of the ftones in the Urim 
and Thummim: it feems beft to underftand the 
whole affair as done by cafting lots*; fo Fofe- 


phusy and Ben Gerfom; and they might in this way 


be faid to be taken by the Lord, becaufe the difs 
pofition of the lot is by him, Prov. xvi. 33. now 
it is faid, that the tribe that fhould be taken, as 


Judah was from what follows, /ball come according 


to the families ; that is, the families in that tribe, 
meaning the heads of them, as Kimchi. well ob- 
ferves; thefe were to come to the place where the 
lots were caft: and the family which the Lord fhall 
take fall come by houfbolds ; on whatfoever family 
in the tribe the lot fhould fall, the heads of hou- 
fholds in that family fhould appear and have lots 
caft on them: and the houfhold which the Lord fhall 
take, hall come man by man; that houfhold that 
fhould be taken by lot, the men thereof, the heads 
of the houfe, fhould come each of them and have 
lots caft on them, that the particular man that fin- 
ned might be difcovered. 

y¥. 15. And it fhall be, that he that is taken with 
the accurfed thing, foall he burnt with fire, &c.] 
He that is taken by lot, and the accurfed thing 
found with him, this fhould be the death, burn- 
ing, one of the four capital punifhments with the 
ews: this was ordered in this cafe, becaufe the 
city of Fericho, accurfed or devoted, was burnt 
with fire, ch. v. 24. be and all that he hath; the 
particulars of which are enumerated, ¥. 24. de- 
caufe be hath tranfgreffed the covenant of the Lord; 
fee the note on ¥. 11. and becaufe be hath wrought 
folly in Tfrael; as all fin and every tranfgreffion of 
the law is, and was the caufe of J/rae/’s turning 
their backs on their enemies ; which, as Abardinel 
fays, was folly, and made the people of J/rael look 
foolifh, mean, and contemptible: the word has alfo 
the fignification of a dead carcafe, and may poffi- 
bly have refpeét to the 36 men whofe death he was 
the occafion of, and therefore juftly ought to die 
himfelf. 

y. 16. So Fofhua rofe up early in the morning, 
&c.] Which fhewed his readinefs and diligence 
to obey the command of God ; and as there was 
much work to do, it required that he fhould rife 
early: and brought. Ifrael by their tribes, before the 
Lord, at the tabernacle, where he and the high- 
prieft and elders attended; each tribe was thither 

brought 


¥ rom$53 in vafis fuis, Montanus. 
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brought by their reprefentatives: and the tribe of|was taken for and charged with, he owns was a” 
Fudah was taken; either his {tone in the breaft-|true and real fact: end thus and thus have I done; 
plate of the high-prieft looked dull, as fome fay,|fuch and fuch things have I taken, and in the man-_ 
or rather. the lor being caft fell on that tribe. ner as follows. os 
¥. 17. And he brought the family of Judah, &c.|) yw. 24. When I faw among the {pails a goodly Ba- 
That is, the tribe of Fudab, as Kimchi and Ben|bylonifh garment, &c.\ One, as the Targum adds, 
Melech interpret it*; or rather, the feveral families} for no more was taken; a garment made of Baby- 
in that tribe, even the heads of them ; avd he took|lonif wool, as Farchi; or a valuable garment made 


the family of the Zarbites, which défcended from 
Zerah the fon of Judah; that was taken by lot: 
and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by 
nan and catt lotson them: and Zabdi was taken, 
that part of the family of the Zarhites which 
fprung from Zabdi a fon of Zerah, 

y. 18. And he brought bis boufhold man by man, 
&c.] The houthold of Zaddi, the heads of each 
houfe therein: and Achan the fon of Carmi, the Jon 
of Zabdi, the fon of Zerah, of the trite of Fudah, 
was taken; the lot.fell upon him and he was laid 
hold on, and detained. 

y. 19. And Fofoua faid unto. Achan, my fon, 
&c.] Treating him in a very humane, affection- 
ate, and refpectable manner, though fo great a 
criminal, being a fubject of his, and of the fame 
religion, and nation: give, [pray thee, glory to the 
Lord God of Tirael ; by acknowledging his omnifci- 
ence, juftice, power, truth, and faithfulnefs, as 
in his promifes fo in his threatenings: and make 
confeffion unto him, of the fin he had been guilty 
of; this Fo/oua might urge, partly for his own 
good, who might more reafonably expect the for- 
givenefs of his fin: fo it is faid in the Mi/nabs, 
whoever confeffes has a part in the world to come, 
for fo we find concerning chan, Fofb. vil. 19. 
and partly for the glory of God, this being the in- 
ftance in which he is directed to give itto him ; and 
partly on account of others, particularly the tribe, 
family, and houfhold to whom he belonged, who 
after all might not be fatisfied thoroughly that he 
was guilty, unlefs he had confeffed it: according 
to Maimonides*, this was but a temporary law on 
which Achan was put to death; for, he fays, our 
law condemns no man to death on his own confef- 
fion, nor on the prophecy of a prophet, who fays 
that he committed fuch a fact; and it was not on 
his confeffion, but by the order of God, determining 
the affair by lot, that he was put to death: the 
confeffion ‘Fofoua directs to was not what was made 
to man but.to God, that is, of the evil of it, and as 
committed againft God, though the fact itfelf was 
to be owned before man as follows: and tell me 
now what thou bajft done, hide it not from me; what 
were the particular things he had taken; the lot 
fhewed he had taken fomething, but what that 
was, as yet was unknown, and where it was; and 
this Fohua defires him, he would inform him of 
and fatisfy him about, and without any referve 
openly declare the truth, 

¥. 20. And Achan anfwered Fofhua, and faid, 
&c.]. .He made .a free and open confeffion of his 
fin: indeed I have finned againft the Lord God of 
Jrael , againt, him ,who had been fo good to Jf 
vael in many inftances, and particularly in deliver- 


in Babylon, called Shinar, for that is the word in. 
the text, fo Kimchi and Abarbinel ; and Babylonian 
garments were in great efteem in other nations : 


Pliny fays*, Babylon was famous for garments in= 


terwoven with pictures of divers colours, and which: 
gave name to them; and Plutarch® relates, that 
Cato in his great modefty, and being an enemy to. 
luxury, having a Babylonifh garment that came to: 
him by inheritance, ordered it immediately to be 
fold: the Vulgate Latin verfion calls it a fearlet 
robe; and in fome Fewi/h writings *, it is inter- 
preted, a garment of Babylonian purple, as if it 
only refpected the colour ; and purple and {earlet 
are fometimes promifcuoufly ufed and put for the 
fame, fee Matt. xxvii. 28.’ Mar. xv. 17. and were 
the colour worn by kings: and Fo/epbus here calls 
it a royal garment, wholly interwoven with gold 
and fome have thought it to be the garment of the 
king of Jericho, which is not unlikely; however, 
ttis much more probable, than that fericho was 


Ch. vii. n7—ans > 


i» 


fubject to the king of Babylon, and that he had pa= ~ 


laces in Jericho, and when he came thither was 
clothed with this robe, fo Farchi; as is elfewhere 
faid ¢ by others, that he had a deputy who refided 
in Fericho, who fent dates to the king of Babylon, 
and the king fent him gifts, among which was a 
garment of Shinar or Babylon: and 200 fhekels of 


filver which, if coined money was near 25 pounds: 


and a wedge of gold of 50 foekels weight, or a 
tongue of gold*, a plate of gold in the fhape of a 
tongue, as. Kimchi and Abarbinel , a piece of un- 
wrought gold which weighed 50 fhekels, and worth 
of our money about 75 pounds, according to Bre- 
rerwood': where he faw:thefe, and from whence 
he took them is not faid ; according to fome Fewife 
writers, thefe belonged to one of their idols ; it is 
faid*, he faw the Teraphim and the filver they of- 
fered before it, and the garment which was {pread 
before it, and the tongue or wedge of gold in its 
mouth; and he defired them in his heart, and 
went and took them, and hid them in the midft of 
his tent; and the Samaritan chronicle ' makes him 
confefs that he went into a temple in ‘Jericho and 
found the above things there: and Ma/us conjec- 
tures that the wedge of gold was a little golden 
fword, with which the men of Jericho had armed 
their god, fince an antient poet ® calls a little fword 
alittle tongue: then I coveted them, and took them; 
he is very particular in the account, and gradually 
proceeds in relating the temptation he was under, 
and the prevalence of it; it began with his eyes, 
which were catched with the goodlinefs of the gar- 
ments, and the riches he faw; thefe affeéted his 
heart and ftirred up covetous defires, which influ- 
enced and direéted his hands to take them: and 


ing Jericho into their hands in fo extraordinary al debold they are bid in the earth in the midft of my 


manner; againft a,law of -his, refpecting the fpoil 
of that city, which fin.was the more aggravated 


tent ; Fofepbus * fays, he dug a deep hole or ditch 
in his tent, and put them there, that is, the Baby. 


thereby 5. and that he had committed the fin he|/oni/b garment and the wedge of gold; ee 
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Ben Gerfom gathers from y. 25. was wrapt up and| ‘ent and all that he bad, the tent, he and his family 
hid within the garment; which is not improbable, | dwelt in, with all the houfhold goods in it: and 
fince otherwife no account is given of that: and|they brought them unto the valley of Achor ; fo called 
the filver under it; the 200 fhekels of filver lay|by anticipation here ; for it had its name from the 
under the garment in which was the wedge of gold,| trouble Achan gave to I/rael, and with which he 
and fo, it Jay under them both. : __ |.was troubled himfelf: fome render it, they brought 
 ¥, 22. So Fofbua fent meffengers, &c.] Direétly| them up; and as it is more proper to defcend into 
to Achan’s tent, to fee if it was as he had faid, and|a valley, then to go up to it, it is thought there 
to bring the things with them: and they ran unto) was a mountain between the camp of J/rael and 
the tent, either for joy that the iniquity was dif-|this valley, fo Kimchi and Ben Melech , {ee Hof, ii. 
covered, as Kimchi, or that none of the tribe of 
Fudab or of Achan’s family or relations fhould get 
there.before them, and take them from thence and 
belie the lot; fo Yarchi, Ben Gerfom, and Abarbi- 
nel; but, no doubt, it is remarked, to fhew the 
readine(fs and diligence of the meffengers to obey 
the order of Fofbua: and behold, it was bid in bis 
tent, and the filver under it, as Achan had faid. 

y. 23. And they took them out of the midft of the 
tent, &c.| Out of the place, hole, or pit in which 
they were hid: and brought them to Fofoua and to 
the children of Ifrael, to “fofbua as the chief ruler, 
and to the elders and heads of the tribes affembled 
together: and laid them out before the Lord; or|an everlafting falvation ; and as it may be hoped 
poured them out°®; the golden wedge, out of the|from the ingenuous confeffion that he made, that 
garment in which it was wrapped, and the 200}he had true repentance for it, and forgivenefs of 
fhekels of filver found under it: it feems as if thefejit: and all Ijrael fioned him with ftones 5 hence 
were poured or laid out feparately upon the ground|fome gather, that only Achan himfelf fuffered deaths 
before the tabernacte, where the ark of the Lord}and not his fons and daughters: and burnt them 
was, they belonging to the fpoils which were de-| with fire after they bad ftoned them with fones ; 
voted to him; as well as hereby they were plainly| which the ‘fewi/b commentators underftand of his 
feen by the J/raelites, that thefe were the very things] oxen, afles, and fheep; fo Yarchi, Ben Gerfom and 
which Achan had confefied. Abarbinel , likewife his tent, and houfhold’ goods, 

¥. 24. And Fofhua, and all Ifrael with him, took|\the Babylonifo garment, gold and filver were burnt, 
Achan the fon of Zerah, 8cc.| Fofoua and all J/-|and he himfelt alfo, for that is the exprefs order, 
vael are mentioned, to fhew the perfect agreement|y. 15. the Fews fay, as particularly Farchi ob- 
between ‘Fo/bua and the heads of the people in this] ferves, that he was ftoned becaufe he prophaned 
affair of Achan, and in the nature and manner of|the fabbath, it being on the fabbath-day that Fe- 
his punifhment: and the filver, and the garment,| richo was taken, and {toning was the punifhment 
and the wedge of gold; which, though devoted to} of the fabbath-breaker, and he was burnt on the 
facred ufes, yet having been converted to another’s] account of the accurfed thing ; fo Abendana. 
ufe, and made his property, was not to be em-| ¥y. 26. And they raifed over him a great heap of 
ployed in the fervice of the fanétuary, but to be} ffones unto this day, &c.] That is, at the place where 
burnt with him: aud bis fons and bis daughters ;\he fuffered, or where they laid his afhes, they 
who, according to Bes Gerfom, <Abarbinel, and|heaped up a pile of {tones over him, as a monu- 
Abendana, were not brought forth to be put to} munt whereby it might be known hereafter, where 
death, only to be fpectators.of the fentence of|he was executed and was buried ; and which pile 
judgment and the execution of it, that they might| continued to the writing of this hiftory : fuch fort 
keep themfelves from fuch evil things; though,|of funeral monuments were ufual with the hea- 
as Acban may be fuppofed to be a man in years,|thens * alfo as well as with the Fews, fee ch. viii. 
being but the fourth generation from Judah ; his}29. 2 Sam. xviii. 17. fo the Lord turned from the 
fons and daughters were grown up in all probabi-| tbe fiercene/s of bis anger 5 OF the effects of it ceafed ; 
lity, and might be acceffaries in this affair; and|the outward face of things was altered, the deal- 
fo, as fome Fewifh writers remark, were worthy ofjings of God in his providence with Jrael were 
death, becauife they faw and knew what was done,|changed ; though, properly fpeaking, there is no 
and were filent and did ‘not declare it’; and it|}change in God, nor fuch affections and paffions in 
feems by what is faid, ch. xxii. 20. that they died him as in man: wherefore the name of the place 
as well as Achan, fince it is there faid, that man|was called the valley of Achor unto this day ; trom 
perifbed not alone in his iniquity; though it may be the trouble Achan met with, and the people of J/- 
interpreted, of his fubftance, his cattle perifhing| rae? on his account, fee ¥. 24. and fo it was called 
with hin; and indeed from y¥. 25. it feems as if]in the days of Ifaiah and Hofea, If. xv. 10. Hof, ii. 
- none.were ftoned but himfelf, that is, of his fa-}15. and where it is prophefied of as what fhould 
‘mily ; no mention is made of his wife, who, if he] be in time to come: according to Bunting *, it was 
had any, as Kimchi obferves, knew nothing of the] 12 miles from Jerufalem Ferom* fays, it was at 
matter, it being hid from her: and his oxen, and the north of Jericho, but Lamy, following Bonfre- 
‘his affes, and his foeep , in which lay his Pee rius, places it to the fouth; fee ch. xv. 7. 


15. 

¥. 25. And Fofoua faid, why haft thou troubled 
us, &c.] Been the occafion of fo much trouble to 
us, by committing this fin: the Lord fhall trouble 
thee this day; by the deftruction of him and all 
that belonged to him: this is faid to fhew that his 
punifhment was of God, and according to his will : 
in the Mi/nab* an emphafis is laid on the phrafe 
this day, and it is obferved, ** this day thou fhalt 
‘* be troubled, but thou fhalt not be troubled in 
“* the world to come;” fuggefting that though 
temporal punifhment was inflicted on him, yet his 
iniquity was forgiven, and he would be faved with © 


_as that of the eaftern people generally did : and bis 

: . Munfter: faderunt, Pifcator. P Pirke Eliezer, ut fupra, Kimchi in loc. ye 8 yoyo 
mt ‘Aeris petite, Sdonnasts, Drufius, Vatablus. * Sanhedrin ut fupra. ial Vid. Paufan. 
“Arcadica, five, 1.8. p. 477+ & Phocica, five, 1. 10. p, 616, 617. _ * Travels of the Patriarchs, &e. p. 98. 
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y. 4. And he commanded them, faying, 8c.) At 
the time he fent them away ; Jehbold, ye fhall lie in 
wait againft the city, even behind the city; that is, 
on the weft fide of it, ¥. 9. go not very far from 
the city, but be ye all ready, to enter into it, as foon 
as the forces are drawn out eaftward to meet the 
army of J/rael. ® 

y. 5. And I and all the people that are with me 
will approach unto the city, &c.] That is, Fofbua 
with the main body of the army would march up 
to the city the next morning, in order to draw out 
the inhabitants of it to ight them: and it fhall come 
to pafs, when they come out againft us, as at the firft ; 
as they had done before, when the 3,000 were fent 
againit them, ch. vii. 4, 5. that we will flee before 
them; as the 3,000 did, which would animate them 
to purfue them with the greater eagernefs, and to 
a diftance from their city. 

¥. 6. For they will come out after us, &c.| Of 
which there could be no doubt, when they fhould 
fee them run from them: ¢i/] we have drawn them 
rom the city; fome diftance from it, that they 
could not return foon enough to fave it from the 
ambufh, or prevent their entrance into it-and firing 
it: for they will fay, they will flee before us, as at 
the firft; they run away as they did before, and let 
us purfue them and fmite them as we did then: 
therefore we will flee before them; to draw them 
out of the city and make your way eafy to get 
into if, 

¥. 7. Then ye foall rife up from the ambufh, &c.] 
When they fhould fee a fignal made, that in y. 18, 
19. and when their watch, they might fet in a pro- 
per place, fhould fee J/rae/ flee, and the men of 4 
at a diftance from their city, purfuing, and give 
notice of it to the ambufh: and feize upon the city; 
enter into it, and take pofleffion of it, its fortreffes, 
and fecure its pafles: for the Lord your God will 
deliver it into your hand, Fofhua exprefies himfelf 
with great confidence, having the promife of God 
and relying on it. ; 

¥. 8. And it foall be when ye have taken the city, 
&c.] Entered it and become matters of it: that 
e fall fet the city on fire; not the whole city, only 


OS HUA is encouraged to go up and take 4, 
S 6 and is directed what method to make ufe of, 
y. 1, 2. accordingly he fet an ambufh on the weft 
fide of it, and he and the reft of the army went 
up before it, y. 3—13. which, when the king of 
Ai faw, he and all his forces came out againft 
them, and the J/raelites making a feint as if they 
were beaten, drew on the men of 4 to purfue 
them, upon which the ambufh arofe and entered 
the city and fet fire to it, ¥. 14—19. the fmoke 
of which being obferved by Fo/hua and Irae! they 
turned back upon the purfuers, and the ambufh 
fallying out of the city behind them, made an en- 
tire deftruction of them, then flew all the inhabi- 
tants, took the fpoil, burnt the city, and hanged 
the king of it, ¥. 20—29. after this Fo/bua built 
an altar at Eba/, wrote the law on ftones, and read 
the bleflings and curfes in it before all Jrael, y. 


39m 3m 
¥. 1. And the Lord faid unto Fofoua, &c.)_ Im- 


mediately after the execution of Achan, the fierce- 
nefs of his anger being turned away: fear not, net- 
ther be thou difmayed, on account of the defeat of 
his troops he had fent to take 4: take all the peo- 
ple of war with thee; all above 20 years of age, 
which with the 40,000 of the tribes on the other 
fide Fordan he brought over with him, muft make 
an army of 500,000 men; thefe Fe/hua was to 
take with him, not fo much to animate and encou- 
rage him, or to terrify the enemy, nor becaufe 
{uch a number was neceffary for the reduction of 
Ai, which was but a fmall city; but that all might 
have a part in the fpoil and plunder of it, which 
they were denied at Jericho, and chiefly to draw 
‘all the men out of the city, feeing fuch a nume- 
rous hoft approaching: aud arife, go up to Ai; 
which lay high, and 7o/bua being now in the plains 
of Fericho, fee the note on ch. vii. 2. fee, J have 
given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, 
and bis city, and bis land; this city, though a {mall 
one, had a king over it, as moft cities in the land 
of Canaan had; the number of his people in it 
were 12,000, and his land were the fields about it ; 
all which were given to Fohua by the Lord, and|fome out houfes of it, to make a fmoke which 
were as fure asit he had them already in his hand. |might be feen both by J/rae] and the men of 4, 
y. 2. And thou foalt do to Ai and her king, as\for different purpofes; for the {poil of the city was 
thou didft to fericho and ber king, &c.| Burn the }firft to be taken before it was utterly burnt with 
one and flay the other: only the fpoil thereof, and|\fire : according to the commandment of the Lord foall 
the cattle thereof fhall ye take for a prey unto your-\ye do; plunder the city, deftroy the inhabitants of 
Jelves; which they were not allowed to do at Je-|it, and then burn it: fee I have commanded you; 
richo : lay thee an ambufh for the city behind it, at\delivered the command of the Lord unto them, 
the weft fide of it: fome have called in  queftion jand therefore were left without exqufe, and could 
the lawfulnefs of the ambufh, but as this was ap-|not plead ignorance ; befides, he was their general, 
pointed by the Lord, there is no room for it. and he expected his orders to be obeyed, as they 
¥. 3. So Fofbua arofe, and all the people of. war, \ought to have been. 
to go up againft Ai, &c.| As the Lord had com-| ¥.9. fo/hua therefore fent them forth, &c.) The 
ananded him: aad Fohua chofe out 30,000 mighty|30,000 chofen men: and they went to lie in am- 
men of valour, out of all the men of war; thefe|du/o, as they were ordered: and abode between 
were a felect-company, picked men, not the whole | Bethel and Ai, om the weft fide of Ai, for as di was 
army, as fomeehave thought, for he was ordered jon the eaft of Bethel, ch. vii. 2. Bethel muft be on 
to take all the people of war, as he did: and fent |the weft of 4, as Farchi notes: but Fofbua Io 
them away by night; from the main army, that they \¢hat night among the people; the main body of 
might pafs the city and get behind it undifco-|army, to direct them in the affair of war, how 
vered, for they were fent for an ambulh ; and of|they fhould behave the next day, when they came 


thefe forme were to take the city and be left in it|to fight, and to infpire them with courage and - 


to burn it, and fome to {mite the men of 4, as|confidence, that they might not be afraid, becaufe 


dbarbinel notes. of their having been {mitten before by this people, 
I fo 
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fo Ben Gerfom ; or rather that he and they might be 
ready in the morning to march towards Ai, as Yar- 
chi and Kimchz. 

¥. 10. And Fofbua rofe up early in the morning 
and numbered the people, &c.| To fee if there were 
any wanting, and to put them in proper order for 
their march : and went up, he and the elders of If- 
rael, before the people to Ai; thefe elders were either 
the feventy elders who went with o/bua as coun- 
eil to him ; or it may be rather, they were inferior 
officers who went at the head of their refpective 
corps under them. 

¥. 11. And all the people, even the people of war 
that were with bim, and went up and drew nigh, 
&c.] To the city of Ai: and came before the city, 
as if they intended to befiege it, {torm it, or force 
an entrance into it: and pitched on the north fide 
of 4i; which was judged fitteft for the purpof : 
now there was a valley between them and Ai s which 
the Radbdbins call the valley of Halacab, as Farchi 
fays; fo that they were upon an hill, at leaft on 
rifing ground, and might the more eafily be feen 
by the inhabitants of 4, whom they wanted to draw 
out of their city. 

¥. 12. And he took about 5000 men, and [et them 
to lie in ambufo, &c.} This was another ambuth, 
as both Yarchi.and Kimchi obferve ; and the latter 
adds, perhaps he fet them nearer the city than the 
former ; though fome are of opinion that thefe are 
the fame ambufh fpoken of, whofe number is here 
given, being fet on the fame fide of the city ; and 
they fuppofe that 7o/bua had with him but 30,000 
men in all, 5,000 of which he fent to lie in am- 
bufh, and the other 25,000 remained with him; 
but it feems clear, that all the men of war were 
to be taken and were taken by them, and that out 
of them 30,000 were fent by him to lie in wait at 
firft, and now 5,000 more: between Bethel and Ai, 
on the weft fide of the city; and though they were 
on the fame fide of the city with the firft and 
larger ambufh, yet, as Abarbinel obferves, they 
might be fet nearer the city and to the army ; and 
he fuppofes the firft ambuth was to take the city, 


beds and accoutred with armour, and put into 4 
military otder, they marched out with their king 
at the head of them, to give I/rael battle: he and 
all bis people at a time appointed, before the plain, 
which was before the city, the fame with the valley 
mentioned, ¥. t1, 13. the city was built on an 
eminence, and this plain or valley lay at the bot- 
tom of it; and on an eminence on the other: fide 
of the valley, the army of J/rael was pitched ; 
wherefore the king of 47 and all his men of war 
went out hither to attack J/rael, and this is faid 
to be at an appointed time: it is difficult to fay 
what is meant by it, when they feem to have hur- 
ried out as faft as they ¢ould, as foon as they per- 
ceived the J/raelites were near them: Ben Gerfom 
and Abarbinel think, it was the fame time of the 
day they went out at firft, which the king might 
chufe as lucky, being before fuccefsful, and to en- 
courage the men, that as they conquered then they 
fhould now ; which feems not amifs, though per- 
haps, it rather defigns an appointed place, as their 
rendezvous, and where to attack Trael, and where 
they had been before victorious: gut be wift not 
that there were hers in ambujh againft bim bebind the 
city; that he knew nothing of, and therefore took 
no precaution againft them to prevent their de- 
fign. 

“y. 15. And Fofoua and all Ifrael made as if they 
were beaten before them, 8&cc.] Or fmitten, as fome 
of them might be in the purfuit: and fled by the 
way of the wilderne/s; not a barren defert, but, ac- 
cording to Kimchi and Ben Melech, a place for the | 
pafture of cattle; though perhaps it is the fame 
with the wildernefs of Bethaven, ch. xviii, 12. 
Epiphanius* makes mention of the wildernefs of 
Bethel and Ephraim as near Fericho. 

¥. 16. And all the people that were in Ai, were 
called together to purfue after them, &c.] Becaufe 
the hoft of Z/rae/ was very numerous, it was judged 
proper that all the people in  fhould affift in 
purfuing them, not only to kill the more in the 
purfuit, but to carry off the fpoil and prifoners 
they fhould take; or rather, the fenfe is, that all 


and the fecond little ambuth, as he calls it, was{the people in 47, which were come out with the 
placed, that when the men of the city came out,|king to battle, when they faw Djrae/ flee, cried*, 
they might make a nojfe and a ftir, and fkirmifh|or fhouted, as foldiers do when victorious, iz or 
with them, that fo they might not come upon the|while purfuing ¥ after them: and they purfued after 
camp fuddenly. Jolbua, and were drawn away from the city; at 
¥. 13. And when they had fet the people, &c.}\fome confiderable diftance from it; which was the 
In battle array ,as in 1 Kingsxx. 12. that is, Fofua|defign, to be anfwered by feigning a flight. 
and the officers of the army: even a// the hoft that) ¥. 17. And there was not a man left in Ai or 
was on the north of the city; where Fofhua and the| Bethel that went not out after Tfrael, &c.] For as 
main army were: and the liers in wait on the weft\thefe two places were very near to each other, but 
_ of the city; both the firft and fecond ambuth ;/a mile afunder ; they were in confederacy, and 
when all were prepared and got ready by their fe-|ated together, and could eafily be called to the 
veral officers, to act the part they were to do:|help of each other when required: though there is 
Fofoua went that night into the midft of the valley ;\a difficulty how the men of Bethel could join thofe 
according to Ben Gerfom, to fee whether the guards|of Ai, when the ambuth lay between them both, 
or centinels which were placed there were awake or|y. 12, they either went another way, or the am- 
afleep, left the men of 4 fhould come fuddenly|bufh purpofely let them pafs, for fear of a difco- 


upon them and fmite them ; but perhaps it might 
’ be to pray and meditate. 

¥. 14. And it came to pals when the king of Ai 
fow it, &c.] Not the ambufh on the weft fide, 
but the hoft or army on the north fide, or how- 
ever, fome of his people gave him notice of it: 
that they hafted and rofe up early; or made hatte to 


very by a fkirmifh with them, and that Bethel as 
well as 4i might be cleared of its armed inhabi- 
tants, and fo fall an eafy prey to them as well as 
4i; this muft be underftood only of men of war ; 
for otherwife there were inhabitants left, as old 
men, and fuch as‘were unfit for war, afterwards 
flain, ¥. 24, 25. and they left the city open; they 


rife out of their beds, on the alarm given of J-|did not ftay to fhut the gates, nor left porters or 
rael’s. near approach: and the men of the city went|any guards about, to take care of, protect, and de- 

out againft Ifrael to battle; being raifed out of their|fend the city : and purfued after Irael, with great 
eagernefs 
~* Contr. Heref.1. 1. Tom. 2. y oy By) 
perfequendo, Pagninus, Montanus, 
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* DI} vociferantes, V. L, vociferati funt, Pagninus, Montanus. 
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Sernefs and vehemence; not. having the leaft ap- 
Prehenfion of their city being in any danger. 

¥. 18. And the Lord faid unto Fofhua, jiretch out 
the foear that is in thy hand towards Ai, &c.) | On 
which was a flag, as 4barbinel and Ben Melech 
think ; and which is not improbable, and ferved 
for a fignal for the ambufh to come our and feize 
the city, as both they and Farchi obferve, as well 
as a fignal alfo to the army of J/rae/ to prepare, 
to turn and face about, and engage with the ene- 
my though they did not actually do this until they 
faw the fmoke of the city, ¥. 21. for J will give 
it into thine band; of which the ftretching out of 
his fpear feems alo to be a,¢onfirming fign to him, 
and which he kept ftretched out until all the in- 
habitants of 41 were deftroyed, ¥. 26. and Fofhua 
firetched out the fpear that he had in bis band to- 
ward the city; and therefore muft turn himfelf to- 
wards it; and it is highly probable, that, at the 
fame time there was a full ftop of the army, and 
that they immediately turned or prepared to turn 
about. 

¥. 19. And the ambufh arofe quickly out of their 
place, &c.|] As foon as the centinels fet in proper 
places obferved’ the fignal, and. gave them notice 
of it, which was the ftretching out of the fpear, 


xOS 
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as we commonly fay, they were between two fires,” 
the ambufh on one fide, the army of J/rae/ on they 
other: and they fmote them, fo that they let none of) 
them remain or efcape ; not one was faved alive, ex- 
cepting their king, as in the next verfe ; no quar= 
ter was given them, nor any fuffered to make their: 
efcape. eee tee gace 
y. 23. And the king of Ai. they took alive; &c.), 


They fpared him, and referved him for.a more? — 


fhameful death: and brought him to Fofhua, their 
general ; delivering him into.his hands. as his pri-) 


foner, to do with him as feemed good in his fight. 


y. 24. And it came-to pals when Ifrael had made 
an end of flaying all the inhabitants of: Ai, ®c.}s 


That came out againft them : im tbe fieldj in| the 


wilderne/s wherein they chafed them; both im the 
arable lands that were fown with corn, and now 
clothed with it, the wheat efpecially, not being ga=) 
thered in as not yet ripe, and in the pafture-ground 
defigned by the wildernefs, fee ¥. 15. fo Kimche | 
and Ben Melech interpret it: and when they \ were \ 
all fallen on the edge of the fword; and were flain 
by it: until they were confumed; and not one left :' 
that all the Ifraelites returned unto Ai, both the» 
ambufh that came out of it, and the army that 


came againft it: and fmote it with the édge of the. 


as appears by what follows: and they ran ‘as foon| fword; thatis, the inhabitants that were left in jit, 


as he bad firetched out his hand; and the {pear in 
his hand; from whence it is plain, that though the 
Lord is faid to bid Fo/bua do this. now, he had 


orders from him for it before, and the ambufh|&c.] . Partly in the city, and partly in: the field, 


muft have been made acquainted with it before 
they were fent away ; and this was only a renewal 


unfit for war, as old men, infirm perfons;’ women’. 
and children, as follows, t aor galing 
¥. 25. And fo it was, that all that fell that day.) 


both by the ambufh and the army: both) of tmem, 


and women, were 12,000, even all the men of Ai 3 


of. the order from the Lord, and which pointed |fo that the city was nota very large one, and the 
numbers of inhabitants were comparatively buty 


out the proper time, the very crifis when it fhould 
be ftretched out: and they entered into the city; 
without any difficulty, the gates being open: and 
took it ; took poffeffion of it, and the {trong holds 
in it ; and hafted and fet the city on fire; that is, 
they made hafte to fet fome houfes on fire as the 
fignal to the army of J/rae/ to return. 

y. 20. And when the men of Ai looked behind 
them, &c.| On fome account or another, perhaps 
obferving that the army of Jrae/ made a full flop 
and was gazing at the city: they faw, and bebold, 
the fmoke of the city afcended up to heaven; from 
whence they concluded. an enemy was there, and 
had fet fire to it: and they had no power to fice this 
vay or that way; for if they turned back to their 
city there was an enemy, how powerful they knew 
not, -poffefied of it, and whom they might expect 
would meet them; and if they pufhed forward, 
there was the whole army of J/rae/ again{t them, 
which now turned and faced them, fhewing no fear 
of them: and the people that fled to the wilderne/s 


turned back upon the purfuers; the people of J/rael|have been inhabited by the Fews, after their return” 
that fled by the way of the wildernefs, y¥. 15.|from the Babylonifh captivity, Neb. xi. 31. even 


few, as inch, vil. 3. 


y. 26. For Fofbua drew not his hand back where=> 


with he firetched out his fpear, 8&c:| » But conti-— 


nued it, and that ftretched out:. uutil be had ut=. 
terly deftroyed all the inbabitants of di; -jult as ‘they 


hand. of Mo/es was held up, and kept’ held: up un-" 
til Amalek was difcomfited by Fo/bua, Exod. xvii. 
L2o7 4. e of 
y¥. 27. Only the cattle and the ‘[poil of ‘the city. 
Tjrael took for a prey unto themfelves, 8c.) Even 
all their fubftance, as befides their cattle, alfo their® 
gold, filver, houfhold-goods, merchandize, &e. 
according unto the word of the Lord which be com=' 
manded JFofoua, y. 2. : 

y. 28. And Fofhua burnt Ai, &c.] The whole’ 
city, fire being only fet before toa few houfes, 
to make a fmoke as a fignal ; he did with it as he’ 
had done with Yericho, for fo he was ordered, yn: 
2. and made it an heap for ever, that is, for a long: 
time, for it appears to have been rebuilt, and to- 


turned about, and fell upon the men of 4 that|a defolation unto this day; to the time of the writing 


purfued them. 


of this book ; and by what has been juft obferved, - 


y. 21. And when Fofhua, &c.| Or for Fofhua+:|it appears that Zzra could not be the writer of it, 
and all Ifrael faw that the ambufh bad taken the \fince this city was inhabited in his time. 


city; which they knew by the fmoke, as follows : 


¥. 29. And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree. 


and that the fmoke of the city afcended; in large co-|until even-tide, &c.| By way of terror to other 


lumns, which fufficiently indicated that the whole|kings in the land of Canaaa, that fhould refufe to” 


city was taken and fired by the ambufh: then, or|f{ubmit unto him: and as foon as the fun was down, 
and they turned again and flew the men of Ai; great|\Fofoua commanded that they foould take his. carca| 


numbers of them. 


z yeep) et enim Jofua, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; fo Mafius. 


ar 5 ‘ 
down from the tree, according to the law in Deut. 
y.22. And the other iffued out off the city againft|\xxi. 23. and that the land might not be defiled: 


them, &c.] That is, the ambufh, or at leaft aland caf it at the entering of the gate of the city; 
part of them : fo that they were in the midft of I/-|this was done, according to Ben Gerfom and 


rael, fome on this fide, and fome on that fide; or, |dinel, that it might be publickly known to the reft 
rf . 4 rhe mst: ve 
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of the kings of the nations, that they might be 
afraid to fight with J/rael: and raife thereon a great 
beap of ftones that remaineth unto this day; as a|were introduced into, and this was what they were 
fepulchral monument, fhewing that there was a per-jordered to do by Mo/es, Deut. xxvii. 6, 7. 
fon lay. interred there ; whether there was any in-}, ¥. 32. And he wrote there upon the ftones a copy 
{cription on the ftone, fhewing who he was, does|of the law of Mofes, &c.] Not upon the ftones 
not appear; it looks as if it was only a rude heapjof which the altar was made, though fome have 
of ftones ; and fuch kind of fepulchral monuments}fo thought; but upon. other ftones ereéted in the 
were common in former times in other countries. form of a pillar, and plaftered over, Deut. xxvii. 
- ¥. 30. Then Fofhua built an altar unto the Lord|4. which copy of the law was not the whole book 
God of Ifrael in mount Ebal, &c.] As was com-|of Deuteronomy, as fome,, at leaft only an: abftract 
manded, Deut. xxvii. 5. The Saviaritan chroni-|of the Jaws in it; but rather the decalogue, as 
cle fays,’twas built in mount Gerizzim , but thete is| Abardinel; or the bleffings and curfes after read, 
a difficulty arifes, when this was done by Yofhua ; it\as Ben Gerfom: which be wrote in the prefence of 
fhould feem by inferting the, account here, that it|/e children of I/rael, they being witneftes of it, 
was done immediately after the deftruction of 4 ;|that he did what was enjoined. 
and Mercator endeavours to prove, that Ebal was| y. 33. And all Ijrael, and their elders, and offi- 
near to Ai, but what he has, faid does not give fa-|cers, and their judges, ftood on this fide'the ark, and 
tisfaction.; for certain it is, that Bbal and Gerizzim|on that fide, &c.| Some on, Ebal, and fome on Ge- 
were near Shechem in Samaria; at a great diftance|rizzim: before the priefts and the Levites, which 
from di, fee. Fudg. ix, 6, 7, .The ews * gene-|bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord; it being 
rally are of opinion, that this was done as foon as|brought out of the tabernacle.on this occafion, 
Hfrael, even the very day, they pafted over Fordan,|and borne by the priefts and Levites: as well the 
which they think the letter of the command re-|/franger, as he that.was born among them; that is, 
quired, Deut. xi. 29. and xxvii. 4, 5. though itjas well the proielytes as the native J/raelites, both 
does not, only that it fhould be done after they|appeared and were in the fame fituation : half of 
were pafled over it; Eda/ being at too great a di-|them over-againft mount Gerizzim, that is, half of 
{tance from Jordan forthem to accomplifh it on that|the tribes, and thefe were Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
day, being, as they themfelves fay °, 60 miles| [fachar,Fofeph and Benjamin : and half of them over- 
from Forder; fo that they ate obliged to make|againft mount Ebal, which were the tribes of Reu-. 
Ffrael travel that day.120 miles, and as they affert)den, Gad, Afber, Zebulun, Dan and Naptbali; fee 
they did*; and which they muft do, if what they|the notes on Deut. xxvii. 12, 13. as Mofes the fer- 
fay was true, it being 60 miles to Edal, and 60|vant of the Lord had commanded before, that they 
more to return again to Gilgal that night, where|/hould blefs the people of Ifrael, as in Deut. xxvii. 
they enéamped; but this is incredible: and as this}12.° wa és CS epties 
account Of Foe/bua’s building the altar is too foon}| y. 34+ And afterwards be read all the words of 
after he. had pafled Fordan ; what R. Ibmael") the law, &c.} Not the whole pentateuch, nor the 
has pitched upon is too late, who fays this was not whole book of Deuteronomy, but either fome parts 
done till after 14 years, when the land was con-{of it, the decalogue, or whatfoever he had written 
quered, which was feven years doing, and when|on the ftones, and as follows: she blefings and 
it was divided, which were feven years more; what|curfings, according to all that was written in the 
Fofephus {ays * is more probable than either, which] ook of the law ; Deut. xxvii. 14-26. and xxviii. 
is, that Yo/bua, five years after he had entered|1—6. fee the note on Dewt. xxvii. 11. 
Canaan, when he had placéd the tabernacle at Shi-|  y. 35. There was not a word of all that Mofes 
lob, went from thence and + built an altar at Ebal ;| commanded, which Fofbua read not, &c.] So punc- 
for as for what R. Eliezer fuggefts ', that Eba/ and} tually, ‘precifely, and exactly did he obferve the 
Gerizzim, here mentioned, are not the Eda/ and] inftructions and’ commands that were given him 
Gerizzim of the Samaritans , only two hills were} by Mo/es ; and this he did in the moft public man- 
made, and they were called by thefe namés, cannot] ner: defore all the congregation of Ifrael; who were 
merit any belief or regard. on this occafion called together, and not before 

¥. 31. AS Mofes the fervant of the Lord com-\the men only, but with the women, and little ones ; 
manded the children of Ifrael, as it is written in the|who all had a concern in the things that were read 
book of the law of Mojes, &c.| Deut. xxvii. 5 :}to them: yea even and the firangers that were con- 
an altar of whole ftones, on which no man hath lift\verfant among thems not the profelytes of righ- 
ap any iron; fee Exod. xx. 25. Deut. xxvii. 5, 6.|teoufnefs only, but the profelytes of the gate, that 
and the notes there: and they offered thereon burnt-'dwelt, walked and converfed with them. 


offerings unto the Lord, and Sacrificed peace- offerings ; 
by way of thankfgiving for the good land they 


“CHAP. IX. 


HIS chapter gives an account of the com-|which the princes quelled by propofing to make 
 Tetithass of the feveral kings of Canaan a-|\them hewers of wood, and drawers of water, y. 
gaint Jrael, y. 1, 2. and of the craftinefs of the}19, 20, 21. in order to which Yo/hua fummoned 
- Gibeonites, pretending they were embaffadors from |them before: him, and chid them for beguiling 
a far country, and defired to enter into a league |them ; and after they had made their excufe, he 
with J/rael, which they obtained, ¥. 3—15- butjordered them to the fervice the princes propofed, 
when it was difcovered who they were, it occafion-|and fo peace in the congregation of J/rael was pre- 
ed a murmuring among the people, ¥. 16 —18.|ferved, y. 21—27. 


- ¥. 
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y.1. And it came to pafs, when all the kings\alfo, as well as other nations, acted’ a cunning 
which were on this fide fordan, &c.] On the fide part, but in a different way ; they did not enter 
Tjrael now were, and was that in which the land }finto confultations and alliances with others, how to 
of Canaan lay, and was now governed by many defend themfelves, but made ule of a {tratagem to 
kings, and all that were now remaining, even all make peace, and enter into a league with Lrael ; 
but the kings of Jericho and Ai, who were flain :}or alfo as the I/raelites had done, either as Simeon 
both thofe ix the bills, and in the vallies; thatjand Levi had dealt craftily with the Shechemites, 
dwelt in the mountainous part of the country, and who were Hivites, Gen. XXXIV. 2, 13. fo now the 
in the plains of it: and in all the coafts of the Gibeonites, who alfo were Hivites, ¥. 7. wrought 
great fea, over-againft Lebanon; who inhabited andJin a wily and crafty manner with them, fo Jarcht ; 
governed in that part of the country which lay onjor as the J/raelites had lately done in the affair of 
the coaft of the Mediterranean fea, the country of|4i: and went and made as if they bad been embaffa- 
Phenicia, in which were Tyre, Sidon, and other|dors; from fome ftates in a foreign country, fent 
cities, and were over-againft mount Lebanon, which}on an embafly to the people of J/rae/, to compli- 
was on the northern part of the country ; accord- ment them on their fuccefies, and to enter into al- 
ing to the Latin verfion, they dwelt near Lebanon ;|liance with them, which they thought would be 
and according to the Septuagint, near Antilidanus,|pleafing and acceptable to them ; the Targum is, 
It feems beft, with Noeldius®, to render the words,|‘* they prepared food,” which they took with them 
even unto Lebanon ; for it defigns all the fea coafts|for their journey ; and fo the Septuagint, Vulgate 
reaching to it; for all the maritime coafts did not}Latia, Syriac and Arabic verfions: and took old 
lie over-againft it: the Hittite, and the Amorite, facks upon their affes,; in which they put their pro- 
the Canaanite, the .Perizzite, the Hivite, and the\vifions : and wine-bottles, old, and rent, and bound 
Febufite beard thereof ; what they heard is not faid,|”p ; not made of glafs, as ours ufually are, but of 
but to be underftood ; particularly they heard what|the fkins of beafts, as the bottles in the eaftern 
had been done by 7o/bua, and the people of J/rae/,{countries commonly were; which in time grew old, 
to Fericho and Ai, and their kings, ¥. 3. Some}and were rent and burft, and they were obliged to 
think, as Abarbinel, that they had heard of the{mend them, and bind them up, that they might 
altar Fo/bua had* made, and of the ftones he haeijhold together, and retain the liquor put into them, 
fet up, and of his reading the law to the people, |{ee Matt. ix. 17. 
by which they were to be governed; all which] -¥. 5. And old fooes, and clouted, upon their feet, 
they underftood, as taking pofféffion of the coun-|&c.] Which being worn out, were patched with 
try, and looking upon it as conquered, and obli-|various pieces of leather: and old garments upon 
ging his people to {wear fealty to him. All the na- 
tions of Canaan are mentioned, but the Gerga/fites ; 
which, according to the Yewi/h writers, are omit- 
ted, becaufe they were but few; the Septuagint 
verfion has them in fome copies. 

¥. 2. That they gathered themfelves together to 
fight with Fofoua, and with Ifrael, &c.] Not at 
this time, but they met together to confult what 


and the bread of their provifion was dry and mouldy ; 
having been kept a long time, and unfit for ule ; 
or like cakes over baked and burnt, as the Targum 
and Farchi: the word for mouldy fignifies pricked, 
pointed, fpotted, as mouldy bread has in it fpots 
of different colours, as white, red, green and black, 
as Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it; or it figni- 
was proper to be done in order to fecure them-|fies bread. fo dry, as Ben Gerfom notes, that it 
felves, and their people, and put a ftop to the|crumbles into pieces eafily, with which the Vulgate 
fuccefles of the arms of J/rael ; and for this pur-| Latin verfion agrees ; or rather through being long 
pofe entered into alliances with each other to affift|kept, it'was become dry and hard like crufts,. fo 
one another, or at a convenient time and place to|Noldius'; or very hard, like bread twice baked, as 
join their forces together, and attack J/rael, as af-|Caj/tell *. . 
terwards they did, ch. xi, 1—5. and this they did]. ¥. 6. And they went to Fofbua, unto the camp at 
‘apith one accord ; were unanimous in their councils}Gilga/, &c.] From whence it appears, that after 
and refolutions; they all confederated together, and|Fericho and 4 were deftroyed, the army of I/rael 
agreed as one man to make a common caufe of|returned to their encampment at Gilga/, ch v.10. 
it, and oppofe J/rael with their united forces, and here they were when the Gibeonites applied to 
‘yt. 3. Andwwhen the inbabitants of Gibeon, 8c.||\them: and faid unto him, and to the men of Irae ; 
A jarge and royal city, a metropolitan one, which|not to the whole body of the people, but either to 
had three others belonging to it, and under it, jthe feventy elders, the great council, who were with 
mentioned ¥. 17. fee ch. x. 2, no mention is made|Fa/hua, or the princes of the congregation, after 
of any king over them, perhaps they were govern-}mentioned, who are faid to fwear to them; and fo 
ed by elders, y. 11. Though an Arabic writer*|fome render the words, to the chief men of Ifrael'; 
fays, the king of Gideon wrote to Fofbua, and de-|the word J&, here ufed, fometimes denotes an emi- 
fired fecurity, and fent him large gifts, whom hav-|nent perfon or perfons, fee J/: ii. 9. we be come 
ing preferved in fafety, Ya/hua placed on his throne: |from a far country, this lie they told, that they 
when thefe feard what Fofhua had done to Fericho|might not be thought to.be inhabitants of Canaan, 
and Ai; had taken the one in a miraculous way,}and be deftroyed as thofe of Yericho and 4i were; 
and the other by a ftratagem, and had burnt them{and as the reft of the inhabitants would be, of 
both, dettroyed the inhabitants, plundered their|which they had intelligence, as the defign of the 
fubftance, and flew both their kings, all which|J/rae/ites, and what their orders were ; accordin 
ftruck them with terror. to Ferom™, Gibeon was but four miles from Bethel: 
¥. 4. And they did work wilily, &c.] Acted craf-|unlefs he means Giobab; however it could not be 
tily, dealt in much cunning and fubtlety ; our ver-|at a much greater diftance; and as Gilgal was a 
fion leaves out a very emphatic word, a//a; they|mile and a quarter from Fericho, where the Gide- 
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enites now were, and Ai but three miles from Feri-|paflage for the Ifraelitess nor of the dettruction 


cho, and Bethel a mile from thence, and Gibeon tour 
miles from Betbe/, they were come but little more 
than nine miles. Bunting ® makes it 12 miles from 


Gilga]l to, .Gibeon: now therefore make ye a league’ 


with us ;, offenfive and defenfive, to help and affift 
each other againft a.commonenemy. . 

¥. 7. dnd the men of Ifrael faid unto the Hivites, 
&c.] Though they did not know them to be fuch, 
but as they afterwards appeared to be the Livites, 
as the Grbeonites were, they are here fo called, fee 
ch. xi. 1g. The name fignifies ferpents ; according 


of Feritho and di, which were recent things, and 
could not be thought as yet to have reached a far 
country they pretended to come from; and which; 
if they mentioned, might have created a ftronger 
tufpicion ftill of their being Canaanites. 

y. 11. Wherefore our elders, and all the inbabi- 
tants of our country, fpake unto us, &cc.] They 
fuggeft, that their fenate, or the ftates of their 
country, their principal men were convened, and 
that it was the unanimous voice of them, and of 
the people, that they fhould go on this embaffy : 


to a Derafo, or myftical Expofition, mentioned |/aying, take victuals with you for the journey ; fufhi- 


by Kimchi, the Gibeonites are fo called, becaute 
they did the work of the ferpent; that is to fay, 
they deceived the J/raelites, as the ferpent deceived 
Eve: peradveniure ye dwell among us; of which 
they had fome fufpicion: and how /ball we make a 


cient for fo long a journey; fer in thof times 
and countries, inns on the road were not frequent 
as now: and go to meet them ; to prevent their com- 
ing in an hoftile manner unto them, and make 
peace, and enter into an alliance with them: and 


league with you? which they were forbid to do|/ay unto them, we are your fervants; ready to 


with any of the feven nations, Dew?. vil. 2. 

¥. 8. And they faid unto Fofhua, we are thy fer- 
vanis, &c.} Not that they meant to be fubjects 
of his, and tributaries to him; but this they faid 
in great humility and lowlinefs of mind, being 
willing to be or do any thing he fhould enjoin 
them. Abarbinel obferves, that this they propofed 
to Fofbua fingly, not to be fervants to al] the peo- 
ple, but to him only, and to have him for their 
head and goverhor : aud Fofbua faid, who are ye? 
and from whence come ye? by what name are ye 
called ? and from what country do ye come? fu- 
fpecting, as it fhould feem, that they were the in- 
habitants of Canaan; or however he was cautious 
and upon his guard, left they fhould be fuch, and 
yet was not enough upon his guard to prevent 
impofition. 

¥..9. And they faid unto him, from a very far 
country thy fervants are come, &c.) Which they 
magnified and expreffed in ftronger terms than 
before, but were careful not to mention any coun- 
try, left fuch queftions fhould be afked about it, 
their anfwers to which would betray them, but put 
it off by faying they were come, Jbecaufe of the 
name of the Lord thy God; becaufe of what they 
had heard. of his- name, his power and goodnelis ; 
or unto the name of the Lord thy God°; that is, 
they were come to profefs it, and to embrace the 
religion, of the J/raelites, and be profelytes to it; 
which they knew would be very agreeable to them, 
and engage them to, fhew them favour; and fo 
the Samaritaw chronicle ? reprefents them, as pro- 
mifing to do this, faying, ‘¢ we will believe in thy 
Lord, nor will we contradié& him in what ye fhall 
mark out for us, be it fmall or great ;” which 
feems to be confirmed by what follows, unlefs it 
be confidered as an explanation of the preceding 
claufe: for we have heard the fame of him, and 
all that be did in Egypt, the miracles wrought 
there, the plagues he inflicted on the Hgyptiaus, and 


come into any terms with them, juft and reafon- 
able: therefore now make ye a league with us; that 
we may live in friendfhip, and mutually affift each 
other, as occafion fhould require. 

¥.12. This our bread we took hot for our provi- 
fion out of our boufes, &c.|] Thefe are not the 
words of the elders to the meffengers they fent, 
continued, but of the embaffadors to the J/raelites; 
pointing to the bread they brought with them, 
which they pretended was newly baked, and took’ 
hot out of the oven: on the day we came forth ta 
go unto you, but now bebold, it is dry, and it is 
inouldy ; asin yt. 5. fee the note there ; which they 
gave as a demontitration and proof that they were 
come from a far country, as they had afferted. 

¥.13. And thefe bottles of wine which we filled, 
were new, &c.|) Thatis, on the day they came 
out on their journey: aud behold, they be rent , 
which were owing to the long ufe that had been 
made of them, as they pretended: aud thee our 
garments, and our fhoes, are become old by reajon of 
the very long journey; quite worn out through 
length of time, and tedious travels. J/dore of Pe- 
lufium 4 thinks, thefe Gibeonttes were Cappadocians, 
of whom he gives a fhocking character, and par- 
ticularly that they were prone to lying and deceit ; 
but his reafon for it, that they were of the Pdi- 
liftines, will not hold good. 

¥.14. And the men took of their vitiuals, &c.] 
That is, the princes of J/rae/ took thereof, not to 
eat of them; for it can’t be thought that fuch per- 
fonages would eat of fuch dry and mouldy bread, 
and efpecially as they were now in a plentiful 
country, and poflefied of the fruits of it; but te 
fee whether it was in fuch a plight and condition 
as they faid, whereby they might judge of the 
truth of what they faid; and they learned and 
knew, as R. Yonah obferves, from the drinefs of 
their food, that it was truth they faid; and fo the 
Targum, the men hearkened to their words ; and 


the wonderful deliverance of the children of [/rael|{o Farchi, they believed what they faid on fight of 


from their flavery. ‘ 
— ¥. 106 And all that be did to the two kings of 
the Amorites, that were beyond Fordan, &c.| On 
the other fide of Fordan from Gilgal: to Sibon 
king of Hefbbon, and to Og king of Bafoanin Afhta- 
roth; the hiftory of which fee in Num. xxi. 
21—35, they wilely took no notice of the mira 
ele of dividing , the waters of Jordan, to make a 
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their provifions; but, according to Kimchi and 
Ben Melech, they eat of them, to confirm the co- 
venant they made with them; but had this been 
the cafe, as it fometimes was a cu{tom to eat to- 
gether at making covenants, fee Ge. xxvi. 30. the 
princes would doubtlefs have provided a better 
entertainment for fuch a purpole: the margin of 
our bibles leads to. the other fenfe, ** they Feceivras 

the 
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the men by feafon of their victuals :” and affed | 8ec.] The inhabitants of the four cities, when 
not counfel at the mouth of the Lord, as they|they came to them, though they found it to be a 


might and fhould have done, by defiring the high- 
prieft to enquire of the Lord by Urim and Thum- 
mim but this they neglected, which had they at- 
tended to, the fraud would have been difcovered ; 
or however, they would have had the mind of God 
about making peace with the Gibeouites, which in 
all likelihood he would not have difapproved of, 
they becoming profelytes, and giving up their pof- 
feffions to J/rae/; but this did not excufe their 
neglect. 

¥. 15. And Fofoua made peace with them, &c.] 
Upon the report the princes made of having exa- 
mined what they had faid, and which they found 
to be true, particularly concerning their victuals : 
and made a league with them, to let them live; and not 
deftroy them as he did the Canaanites, and was 
ordered to do; they being fuppofed not to be- 
Jong to them by the reprefentation of things they 
had made : and tke princes of the congregation fware 
unto them; that they would keep the league and 
covenant they had made with them inviolable; they 
tatified it by an oath, which was a facred, folemn 
thing. 

y. 16. And it came to pafs at the end of three 
days, after they had made a league with them, &c.| 
The league feems to have been made the fame day 
they came ; the Gibeonites were no doubt in hatte 
to have it concluded, left they fhould be difcover- 
ed; and ‘fofbua, and the princes of J/rael, took no 
pains, and gave themfelves no great trouble to en- 
quire about them, but made peace with them at 
once ; and it was but three days after, or within 
three days of its being made, that they beard that 
they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among 
them ; that is, in their neighbourhood, as the 4ra- 
bie verfion ; and fo Noldius * renders the words, 
and that they dwelt near them; for the Gibconites 
did not dwell among the J/raelites, or in the midft 
of them, but rear the place where they were; and 
this they underftood either by fome deferters that 
came to the camp of J/rae/, or by fome of the 
Ijraelites who were fent to reconnoitre feveral 
parts of the country, efpecially fuch as lay neareft, 
or for the fake of getting provifions for their 
camp. 


true report that was brought them of their being 
neighbours, and that they were impofed upon by 
them: because the princes had fworn unto them by the 
Lord God of Ijrael; by the Word of the Lord God 
of I/rael, as the Targum, and therefore they re- 
{trained the people from fmiting and plundering 
them ; for it was not the oath of the princes the peo- 
ple fo much regarded, or had fuch an influence on 
them as to abftain from feizing on them, but the 
princes, by reafon of their oath, would not fuffer 
them to touch them : and all the congregation mur- 
mured againft the princes; not only for taking fuch 
an oath, but chiefly becaufe they reftrained them 
from {miting the Gideonites, and taking their fub- 
ftance for a prey ; their eager defire of revenge, 
and of feizing their goods, and inhabiting their 
cities, raifed a murmur in them againft the princes. 
This is to be underftood not of the whole body 
of the people at Gi/gal, but of all that party that 
was fent to Gideon, and of the princes that went 
with them. 

y.19. But all the princes faid to all the congre- 
gation, &c.] That is, all the princes that went 
to Gibeon, addrefled all the J/raelites that were 
there: we have worn unto them by the Lord God of 
Iirtel; by the Word of the Lord God, as the 
Targum; an oath is a folemn, facred thing, and 
not to be broken, and a good man will make 
confcience of it, and keep it, though he has fworn 


to his own hurt: and now therefore we may not 


touch them; neither take away their lives nor their 
fubftance. 

y¥. 20. This we will do to them, &c.] Either this 
favour we will fhew them, preferving their lives, 
next mentioned, or this punifhment we will inflict 
on them, making them hewers of wood, and: 
drawers of water; which though not mentioned 
dire&tly, was what was upon their minds, and in 
their defign to propofe, only they were extremely 
defirous of fparing their lives, which they repeat: 
we will even let them live; this by all means mutt 
be done, their lives mnft not be taken away as 


the reft of the Canaanites: left wrath come upon — 


us, because of the cath which we fware unto them; 
that is, left the wrath of God come upon us 


y.17. And the children of Ifrael journeyed, &c.]|prinées, and upon the whole community, for per- 
Not the whole camp, for that ftill remained at|jury, a breach of the third command, a fin highly 


Gilgal, and continued there until the Gibeonites in 
diftrefs fent to them for affiftance in virtue of the 
league, as appears from the following chapter ; but 
a party of them, who were fent along with fome 
of the princes, to know the truth whether the Gi- 
beonites were their neighbours or no, as had been 
reported to them: and came unto their cities on the 
third day, not on the third day from their fetting 
out on their journey, for it was but one night’s 
march from Gilga/ to them, ch. x. g. but on the 
third day from the making of the league ; it is 
very probable it was early on the third day they 
heard of their being their neighbours, upon which 
a party was fent out at once to know the truth of it, 
who arrived thither the fame day: now their cities 
were Gibeon and Chephirah, and Beeroth and Kir- 
jath-jearim ; Gibeon was the metropolis, and the 
other three were fubject to it; the three firft fell 
to the lot of Benjamin, and the laft to the tribe 
of Judah ; we fhall meet with them again in the 
lots of the feveral tribes, in ch. xv. 60. and xviii. 
25, 26. 

¥. 18. And the children of Ifrael [mote them not, 


difpleafing to God; fince an oath is made not only 
in his prefence, and before him as a witnefs, who 
is appealed unto, but in his name, and is often fe- 
verely threatened, and forely punifhed; and as 
even the breach of this oath was feveral hundreds 
of years after, in the times of David, 2 Sam. xxi. 
1,2. The Vulgate Latin verfon therefore reads 
the words, Jeff the wrath of the Lord come upon us 5 
but Adarbinel obferves, that it may be underftood 
of the wrath of J/rael ; for the words may be ren- 
dered, and there fhall not be wrath upon us, becaufe 
of the oath; there need be none, there is no oc- 
cafion for it, fince this was agreed upon on all 
hands, that the Gidbeonites fhould be let to live ; 
and fince it was an act of kindnefs and goodnefs, 
and efpecially they would have no reafon to be angry 
and wrathful with them, when they heard them out, 
what they had further to propofe to them, to 
make them their fervants, though they {pared their 


lives. ; 


y.21. And the princes faid to them, let them 


live, &c.] They were very preffing upon them, 
and importunate with them, to fave ‘tie 
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becaufe of the oath they had taken: (dut let them be 
bewers of wood, and drawers of water, unto all the 
congregation) ; which wag a very low and mean 
employment, Deut. xxix.11. as well as wearifome ; 
and this being a yoke of fervitude on the Grdeonites, 
and a punifhment of them for their fraud, and of 
jervice, profit and advantage to the people of J/- 
rael, the princes propofed it in hopes of pacifying 
them, and that they would yield to fpare the lives 
of the Gideonites; what they propofed was, not 
that they fhould hew wood and draw water for 
all the J/raehtes for their private ufe, but what 
was neceflary for the fervice of the fanctuary, which 
the congregation was obliged to furnifh them with; 
and now thefe men fhould do that work for them, 
which before was incumbent on them ; for Fofhua 
afterwards impofed this upon them to be hewers 
ef wood and drawers of water for the houfe of God, 
y. 23. tho’ Kimchi thinks that while the people of 
Jfrael were in camp, and before the land was divided, 
they were hewers of wood and drawers of water to the 
congregation; but after the land was divided, and 
they were fettled in their cities and inheritances, 
then they only hewed wood and drew water for 
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of the reception of the Gentiles into the church of 
God : and there foall none of you be freed from be- 
ing bondmen , which the oath taken did not oblige 
Jofoua, and the princes, to exempt them from, 
only to let them live, ¥.15: and hewers of waod, 
and drawers of water for the houfe of my God; 
which explains what is meant by the congregation, 
and who might purpofely chufe that phrafe, to 
make the people more eafy ; but their work, ‘as 
afligned them by o/bua, was not to hew wood and 
draw water for every one’s private ufe, only for 
the fervice of the fanctuary, which in fome fenfe 
was the fervice of the congregation ; and a great 
deal of work there was to be done of this kind, 
much wood to hew for keeping the fire of the al- 
tar continually burning, and for boiling the flefk 
of the peace-offerings, and the like, and much 
water to draw for divers ufes, for the wafhing of the 
priefts and the facrifices, and divers other things. 
¥.24. And they anfwered Fofhua and faid, be- 
caufe it was certainly told thy fervants, 8&c.]. Or it 
was told, told‘; not only certainly told, but fre- 
quently told them, they had often heard of it by 
one means or another: how that the Lord thy God 


the frnctuary at Gilgal, Shiloh, Nob, Gibeon, and the | commanded his fervant Mofes to give you all the land ; 
tempic; the Few writers fay +, theNethinim and thejall the land of Canaan, no part excepted ; they 
Gibeonites were the lame, who became profelytes injhad heard much of the Lord God of Jjrael, and 
the tm , tee 1 Chron. ix. 2. as the\of Mo/es, what character he bore, and of the com- 
princes prov. ,2a shent; which is to be connected,}mands of the Lord to him; they feem to have 
not wit. their being hewers of wood and drawers|knowledge of God, and faith in him as to his 


of water, this the princes had faid nothing of 
before, and which is rightly included in a paren- 
thefis, but with their being let to live; this they 
had promifed and {worn to, even all the princes, 
not only all that were now at Gideon, and were per- 
fuading the people to let the Gzbeonites live, but all 
the princes, even thofe that were not prefent, but 
in the camp at Gilgal. 
y¥.22. And Fofbua called for them, &c.] The 
Gibeonites, who came as embaffadors tor their peo- 
ple, and who were detained at Giga until the chil- 
dren of J/rael returned from Gideon ; and upon their 
return, and having made their report to Fo/bua that 
they found it to be true that they were near neigh- 
bours, Fofhua ordered them to be brought before 
him: and he {pake unto them, faying, wherefore have 
ye beguiled us ? what is your reafon and motive for 
fo doing ? what has induced you to aét fuch a de- 
ceitful part, to tell fuch lies and falfhoods, and im- 
- pofe upon us after this manner? /aying, we are very 
far from you, when ye dwell among us , pretending to 
come from a very far country, when they were in- 
habitants of the land //rael were come to poffefs. 
¥. 23. Now therefore ye are curfed, &c.)  Ap- 
pear to be the pofterity of curfed Canaan, and not- 
withftanding the artifice ufed, fhould not be ex- 
empted from the curfe denounced on Canaan: a 
fervant of servants foall be be unto bis brethren, as 
thele Gideonites were ; they became the fervants of 
the Levites, who were fervants to the priefts ; and 
they feemed to be {pared in providence, that that 
part of the curfe on Canaan might be fulfilled : 
and Canaan fhall be his fervant , the fervant of Shem, 
from whom the J/raelites {fprang, Gen. ix. 25, 26. 
though the curfe was turned into a bleffing to the 
Gibeonites, fince though their poft and office was 
mean, yet they had a place in the fanétuary of the|Conftituted and appointed them, ordered and fet- 
Lord, and opportunity of learning the law of God,|tled them in the poft and office after mentioned ; 
and underftanding the true religion, worfhip and|or gave them’, hence fore think they had the 
knowledge of God, and were an emblem and pledge| name Nethinim, perfons given to the Levites for 
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promifes and threatenings, believing they would 
be fulfilled : and to defiroy all the inhabitants of “the 
land from before you; as the gift of the land of 
Canaan to Ifrael was often fpoken of by the Lord 
to Mo/es, and frequently mentioned by him; fo 
there were inftructions given him from the Lord, 
and which he delivered to J/rael utterly to deftroy 
the inhabitants of Canaan, fo that thefe people had 
right intelligence and information of this matter ; 
fee Deut. vii. 1, 2: therefore we were fore afraid of 
our lives, becaufe of you, and have done this thing ; they 
anfwer to fofhua’s queftion, wherefore have ye be- 
guiled us? that it was fear of lofing their lives, 
than which nothing is dearer to a man, and the 
principle of felf-prefervation that put them upon 
framing and ufing this device. 

y¥. 25. And now behold, we are in thine hand, 
&c.] In thy power, and at thy difpofal, and are 
ready to fubmit to whatfoever may be injoined us : 
as it feemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us ; 
do what is confiftent with the laws of kindnefs, and 
with the rules of juftice, and particularly with the 
league made, and oath taken ; all which they left 
with him to confider of, and to do as in his wifdom 
and goodnefs he fhould fee fit. 

y.26. And fo did he unto them, &c.] What was 
good and right, he fhewed them favour, and did _ 
them juftice: and delivered them out of the band of 
the children of Ifrael, that they flew them not ; who 
were fo incenfed againft them for impofing on 
them in the manner they did, that they were ready 
many of them to draw their {words and flay them ; 
and would have done it, had it not been for the 
interpofition of Fofhua, and the orders he gave 
to the contrary. 

y. 27. And Fofoua made them that day, &c. } 
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the fervice of the fanétuary : namely, to be bewers 
of wood, and drawers of water for the congrega- 
tion, and for the altar of the Lord; fome think 


they were, employed both for the fervice of the 
congregation, when they wanted wood and water, 


and for the altar, and what belonged to it, that 


needed both. Abarbinel {uppofes, that they ferved 
the congregation whilit they were engaged in war, 


HU Za. 


which he fhould chufe , to have the tabernacle pitch- 
ed, and the altar fet up therein, as it was in di- 


vers places, before the temple built by Solomon at . 


Ferufalem, which was the place the Lord chofe ; 
and this fhows, that the writer of this book lived 
before the building of the temple, or otherwife it 
is highly probable he would have exprefSly men- 
tioned it; whereas he ufes only the phrafe that 


- 
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and fubduing the land, but after the divifion of | Mo/es frequently expreffed it by in his time; fee 
the land they only ferved the fan@uary ; fee the| Deut. xii. 5, 11,14, 18, 21. and Xvi, 2, 6, 7, U1, 
note on y. 21: even unto this day in the pigeel15, 16. 
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fart bs chapter treats of the combination of | fix miles ; according to Bunting ¢, it was but four 
five kings againft the Gibeouites, y. 1—5.|miles : and what added to their terror was, becaufe 
and of. the application of the Gibeonites to Fofbua,|Gibeon was a great city; being a metropolitan city,. 
for affiftance, in virtue of the league between them, |and having others fubject to it ; wherefore the fur- 
which was granted, ¥. 6—g. of the flaughter of render of that to the //raelites might intimidate 
the army by the kings of J/rae/, and chiefly by other cities, and lead them by example to do the 


~ 


hail-ftones from heaven, y. 10, 11. and of the}like, and fo of bad confequence: as one of the 


tanding fill of the fun, and of the moon, whilft royal cities; the Vulgate Latin verfion omits the 
vengeance was taken on them, y. 12—14. and of note of fimilitude, and reads, and one of the royal 
the five kings: being hid in a cave, and of the cities; and fometimes caph or as is not a note of 
ufage of them when taken, ¥. 15—27. and of the|likenefs, but of realicy; yet as we no where read 
taking of Mekkadab,; Libnab, Lachifo, Eglon, He, \ot a king of Gideon, the fenie may be, that though 
bron and Debir, ¥. 28 — 39. which finithed the it was not a royal feat, it was equal to thofe that. 
conqueft of the fouthern part of the land, y¥. 40,|weres and like one, being a metropolitan city: and 
4l, 42, 43. becaufe it was greater than Ai; had more inhabi- 
, tants in it, and perhaps better fortified: and all 
y.1. Now it came to pafs, when Adoni zedek\the men thereof were mighty; men of ftrength, 
king of Ferufalem, &c.] . So called perhaps by an-|courage and valour. warlike men, and therefore 
ticipation Feru/alem, fince it feems to have had this{for fuch a city to yield fo eafily, and in fuel a bafe, 
name given it by the J/raelites, when they had got|mean and cowardly way, was fetting a very bad 
pofleffion of it: and Ferufalem fignifies the poffe/-|¢xample. 
fion of Salem”, and in-memory of. this its ancient] ¥- 3. Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Ferufalem, 
name, the Yews fay*, they don’t put jod in Fe-|fent to Hobam king of Hebron, &c.| Which, ac- 
rufalem between lamed and mem; tho’ fome make|cording to Ferom+, was 22 miles from Ferufalem ;’ 
the fignification of it, they fhall fee peace ¥, and|it was an ancient city built feven years before Zoan 
others, nearer to its old name, and with refpect to|in Egypt ; fee Gen. xiii. 18. Numb, xiii. 22. and 
it, fear Salem, Oye enemies, Now the king-of|the notes there: and unto Piram king of Farmuth; 
this place had beard how Fofbua had taken Ai, and\a city which fell to the lot of Judab, as did He- 
had utterly deftroyed. it, which being nearer to|bren, ch, Xv. 35, 54. according to Ferom +, it was 
him than Fericho, the more alarmed him: as hejfour miles diftant from Lleutberopolis ; according 


had done to Fericho and her king, fo be had done to\to Procopius'14, about the village E/btaol, near. 


Ai and ber king; burnt the one, and flew the 
other ; and this terrifed him, left he and his city 
fhould undergo the fame fate: and bow the inha- 
tants of Gibeon had made peace with Ifrael ; which 
as it weakened the intereft of the kings of Canaan, 
might fet an example to,other places to do the 
like. Abdarbinel fuggetts, that the Gibeonites mak- 
ing peace with //rae! fecretly, without the know- 
ledge of their king, as he fuppofes, made Adoni- 
zedek fearful, left his fubjeéts fhould do the like; 
the Fewi/b chronologers fay *, that thefe three ar- 
ticles refpecting Fericho, Ai and Gibeon, were all 
finifhed within three months. 

y.2. That they feared greatly, 8c.] The king 
of Ferufalem and his people, left they fhould. fall 
into, the hands of the U/raelites, and be ufed as, Fe- 


vicho and Ai, and the kings and inhabitants of |Odol/am or Adullam , and Ferom, following this v 
fion, makes Eg/on the fame with Adullam, when it 


them were, and that they would be the next. that 
fhould fall a facrifice to them ; for Gibeon was fifty 
' furlongs from Ferufalem, as Fofepbus fays *; and 
in another place he fays > but forty, which were 
but five miles; and.if. fifty, but little more than 
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to which Samfon was buried, Fudg. xvi. 31. but 
Ferom ® {peaks of a city called Fermus, in the tribe 
of Fudah, which feems to be the fame with this ; 


and which he fays in his day was a’village, that. 


went by the name of Fermucha, 10 miles fre 

Eleutherepolis, as you go to Alia or ‘ferufalems- 
and as Eleutheropolis lay 20 miles from Ferufalem, 
this place muft be ro miles from it, lying between’ 
them both : and unto Fapbia king of Lachilh; which’ 
the above writer fays » was a city in the tribe of 


Judah, and in histime a village, feven miles from. 


Eleutheropolis, as you go to Daroma, or the fouth ; 
and, according to Bunting ', it lay between Blen~ 
theropolis and Hebron, and was 20 miles from Fe-' 
rufalem towards the fouth-weft: and unto Debir' 
king of Eglon; which the Septuagint verfion calls 


ss 


is certain they were differegt places, and had di- 
{tint kings over them, ch. xii. 12,15. and which he 
fays * in his time wasa very large village, 12 ¢ 


from Lleuthercpolis tothe eaft, and, ae 
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Bunting‘, it was 12 miles from Ferufalem fouth-|lay low in the plains of Jericho: be and all thé 
ward. To thefe four-kings the king of Yerufalem|men of war with bim, which muft not be under- 
fent : faying ; as follows. ftood of the whole camp of J/rae/, which confitted 
¥. 4. Come up unto me, and help me, that we may of 500,000 fighting men at leaft; fince fuch a 
fmite Gideon, &c.] For which he thought himfelf|mumber was unneceffary for this expedition, and 
not a match, not only becaufe it was a great city,;could not have proceeded with that hafte the cafe 
and full of mighty men, and had other cities fub- required ; nor would it have been prudent and ad- 
jet to it, but becaufe he might reafonably judge}vileable to have left the unarmed people, ancient 
that Fo/bua would come to their affiftance if poffi-|men, women and children defencelefs; but thefe 
ble, being in league with him; he fends to thefe|were a felect company of able men, fit-for travel 
kings in an authoritative manner, as if they were|as well as war: and all the mighty men of valour ; 
in fome refpects fubject to him; and he propofes|or even all, as many as were picked out for the 
Ferufalem as the place of their rendezvous, and}/purpofe, being men of ftrength, aétivity and cou- 
which it feems lay higher than their cities, though|rage. 
they were in the mountainous part of the country :| y. 8. And the Lord faid unto Fofbua, 8c. | Either 
for it hath made peace with Fofoua, and with the when upon the march, and while. he was proceed- 
children of Irael, their avowed enemies, and {fojing on in his journey to the affiftance of the Gi- 
had feparated themfelves from their countrymen,|Sconites, or rather before he fer out; and it is 
and from their common intereft ; and therefore itjhighly probable he confulted the Lord on this 
was thought proper to make an example of them,|occafion, having, it may be, fome doubt on his 
that others might fear to do the fame. mind, whether he fhould go to their affiftance, 
¥. 5. Therefore the five kings of the Amorites,\Gnce the league between them was obtained by 
&c,] For though they were chiefly Hittites that|fraud; and the words may be rendered, and the 
dwelt in Hebron, and Febufites who inhabited Feru-|Lord bad faid; before he fet forward with his 
falem yet as the Amorites were the moft, powerful]men of war: fear them not ; the five kings, and 
psople in the land, and had difperfed themfelves|their combined army: for I have delivered them 
in the feveral parts of it, and feem to have thelito thine hand, had determined to do it, and 
greateft authority in it, they were all called Amo-|which was as certain as if it had been actually 
rites, and perhaps the kings of thofe cities were ofjdone : there fhall not a man of them ftand before 
them, and fet over them by them; fo we find that|‘dee; but be either cut off, or obliged to flee. 
the Gibeonites, who were Hivites, are faid to be of| ¥. 9. Fofoua therefore came unto them Suddenly, 
the remnant of the 4morites, 2 Sam. xxi. 2: the|&c.] Which no doubt threw them into confter- 
hing of Ferufalem, the king of Hebron, the king of|\nation and confufion: and went up from Gilgal 
Farmuth, the king of Lachifo, the king of Eglon ga-\all night; he chofe the night for fecrefy and fur- 
thered themfelves together, and went up, they, and\prize, and that he might be the fooner with the 
all their bofts, that is, to ferufalem, the place of|enemy, and to the affiftance and relief of Gibeon ; 
their rendezvous, and from thence they marched :] and as it was about nine or ten miles from Gilgal 
and encamped before Gibeon, and made war againjt\to Gibeon, it was eafily performed in a. night’s 
it; by befieging it, and attacking it in fome of|march ; fee the note on ch, ix. 6. 
its forts. ¥. 10. And the Lord. difcompted them before If- 
¥. 6. And the men of Gibeon fent unto Fofbua to\rael, &c.] Difturbed, troubled and affrighted them, 
the camp to Gilgal, &c.| Which fome think theyjat the appearance and prefence of the people of 
did when befieged, and not before, which fhewed| //rae/; they were thrown. into terror and confufion 
their faith in the power of God, whom they now] upon their approach, being fo fudden and unexpect- 
profefied ; but it is not likely that they fhould de-jed: and flew them with a great flaughter at Gi- 
fer for fending help fo long, fince it is reafonable to} Jeon ; by the J/raelites, who came upon them fud- 
fuppofe they might have heard of the defign of the|denly : and chafed them along the way that goeth 
five kings againft them; or that they fhould be|up to Bethoron; there were two places of this 
able to fend out meffengers when furrounded on|name, the upper and, the nether, both built by 
all fides ; it may be better therefore to render the Sherab, the daughter or grand-daughter of E- 
words, bad fent™, which they did as foon as they|pbraim, t Chron. vii. 24. therefore here fo called by 
heard of the preparations made by the five kingsjanticipation., It was about 100 furlongs, or 12 
to war with them, and of their rendezvous at e-|miles.and a half, according to Fofepbus °, from 
rufalem, and efpecially as foon as they had infor-| Ferufalem,, which agrees with Eu/ebius and Ferom ; 
mation of their march towards them : faying, /lack| and from. Gideon thither, it was 50 furlongs, or 
not thine bands from thy fervants; they intreat he}fix miles and a quarter; fo far the kings were 
would. not. neglect. them,..be indifferent to them,}purfued by o/oua and his army, at leaft unto the 
and delay. to affift them,, fince they were his fub- afcent of it; for being built on an hill, it had an 
jects, and were entitled to his protection: come upjafcent,on one fide, and a defcent on the other, 
‘to us quickly, and fave us, and help us; they didjafter mentioned, and. both were very ftrait paf- 
not doubt if he made hafte and helped them, but|fages ; of the former it is faid. in the Talmud’, 
they fhould be faved by him: for all the kings of the) that if two camels go. up. the afcent to Bethoron, 
Amorites that, dwell in the mountains are, gathered' they both fall ; upon which the Glofs fays, it isa 
together againft us. Jerufalem lay among moun-]|{trait place, and there is no way to turn to the 
tains, — Hebron was in the hill-country in Fudee,| right-hand, or the left.:. and finote them to Azckah, 
fee Pf. cxxv. 2. Job. xxi. 11. Luke i..39.,and)and unto Makkedab ; the former of which is placed 
“the other Cities were doubtlefs in a like fituation, by Ferom * between Eleutheropolis and Ferufalem, 
“¥..7. So Fofoua afcended from Gilgal, &ec.] Which] and was a village in his days, and the other eight 
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‘miles from Eleutheropolis, and both in the tribe of|the valley of Gideon, I/. xxviii, 21. and fo muft 
Fudab, fee ch. xv. 35, 41. according to Bunting ',|be near Gideon, and the fun and the moon not far 
they were both eight miles from Feru/alem towards|from one another, as they might be if it was now 
the weft. new moon, as Kimchi and R. J/aiah; or on the 
y.11. And it came to pafs as they fled before If-\decreafe ; fome fay feven days before her change : 
rael, and were in the going down to Bethoron, 8&c.|\but Abarbinel is of opinion, that it was near the 
The defcent of it on that fide towards Azekab,|full of the moon, which was juft rifing in the val- 
and which was alfo a very ftrait paffage, of which|ley of 4jalon, and the fun near fetting as it feemed 
Fofephus * makes mention. The Fews fay‘, that|over Gideon, and were juft oppofite one to another ; 
the going down of Bethoron was the place where|and Fofhua fearing he fhould not have time to 
the army of Sennacherib fell: that the Lord ca/t|purfue his enemies, and make the victory entire, 
down great ftones from heaven upon them unto Aze-\fhould the fun fet, prays that both fun and moon 
kab, and they died; the Septuagint verfion calls}might continue in the pofition they were; the fun 
them hail-ftones ; and fo they are called in the|that he might have the benefit of day-light, which 
next claufe ; and that fuch fometimes have fallen|was the chief thing defired ; the moon being only 
as to kill men and cattle, is certain from the plague|mentioned, that the heavenly motions might not 
of hail in Egypt, Exod. ix. 19, 25. and fome in|be confounded, and the order of the orbs difturb- 
very late times * have been known to fall, whichjed ; and he obferves, with Farchi and Kimcbi, that 
was from 8, 9, and 12 inches about, fome bigger|Gédeon was in the tribe of Benjamin, and Ajalon in 
than the eggs of turkeys, and fome half a pound|the tribe of Dan, ‘Fofh. xv. 42. and it may be ob- 
weight, fee Rev. xvi. 21. and the note there; but|ferved, that there was alfo another in the tribe of 
thefe feem to be proper ftones, fuch as did not|Zebulun, Fudg. xii. 12. but that feems to be at 
mielt away as hail-ftones do; though fo called, be-|too great a diftance; and ftill lefs probable, is what 
caufe they fell from heaven, as they do, but re-|fome late travellers have obferved*, that the plain 
mained, and ftill remain, according to the notion|of Sharon near Foppa, is thought by many to be 
the Fews have of them; for they fay“, whoeverjthe place where Yo/hua defeated the five kings, 
fees thefe great {tones in the going down to Betho-}when the fun ftood ftill, @c. the opinion of Ma- 
ron, is bound to blefs; and frequent mention is|/s, firft mentioned, feems moft likely. 
made by hiftorians of fhowers of ftones being] ¥.13. And the fun ftood fiill, and the moon flayed, 
rained. Livy * fpeaks of fuch a fhower when king|&c.] The fun that came out of his chamber like 
Tullus conquered the Sabines ; and of another ’,|a bridegroom, and rejoiced as a ftrong man to © 
when Scipio fucceeded at Carthage ; and Pomponius|run his courfe, ftopped his courfe at once; and the 
Mela relates, that when Hercules fought with the|moon that walks in her brightnefS proceeded not 
fons of Neptune, and darts failed him, he obtain-|on, but both ftood ftill, motionlefs, and continued 
ed of Jupiter to rain a fhower of ftones, which lay|in this pofition : until the people bad avenged them- 
fpread in great abundance; and fome * think, it|/e/ves on their enemies , until the nation and peo- 
refers to this fact in Yofbua’s time, who is fup-|ple of J/rae/ had taken vengeance on, and deftroyed 
pofed to be the fame with the Tyrian Hercules”,|the five kings and their forces: how this is to be 
from hence alfo called Sexanus* ; and in memory|reconciled to the Copernican fyftem, or that with 
of this there are ftoney camps in various places,|this, I fhall not enquire. It was a moft wonderful 
called by his name‘: there were more which died|and furprizing phenomenon, to fee both lumina- 
with bail-ftones, than they whom the children of|ries ftanding ftill in the midft of heaven; it is 
Tfrael flew with the fword ; but what was the num-|pretended by fome 4iforians', that a like miracle 
ber of each of them, is not faid; it was doubt-|was wrought at the battle of Mulberg, won by 
lefs very great, fince there was an utter deftruction|the emperor Charles the fifth, on April 24, 1 547+ 
and confumption of them, y¥. 20. In the Chinefe hiftory ¢ it is reported, that in the 
y. 12. Then fpake Fofhia to the Lord, &c.] In|time of their feventh emperor Yao, the fun did not 
prayer, and intreated as follows, that the fun and|fet for ten days, and that men were afraid the 
moon might ftand ftill, until the victory was com-|world would be burnt, and there weré great fires 
pleat; though the Few writers interpret ‘it of alat that time; and though the time of the fun’s 
fong; fo the Targum, then' Fofbua praited, or fung|ftanding ftill is enlarged beyond the bounds of 
praifé, as in the Targum on Cant. i. 1. and which|truth, yet it feems to refer to this fact, and was 
is approved of by Farchi and Kimchi: in the day|manifeftly about the fame time; for this miracle 
aben the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the|was wrought in the year of the world 2554, which 
children of I/rael, the five kings of the Amorites,|fell in the 75th, or, as fome fay, the 67th year of 
and their armies, ¥. 5. and he faid im the fight of\that emperor’s reign, who reigned go years: is 
Jfrael;’ in their prefence, and in the hearing of|not this written in the book of Fajber ? about which 
great numbers, being under a divine impulfe, and|the Fews are divided ; fome fay it is the book of 
and having ftrong faith in the working of the mi-|Gene/s, others the book of Deuteronomy, others the 
racle, after related, and that it would be according|book of Judges; the Targum interprets it of the 
‘to his word; he was bold to fay what he did, be-|book of the law, and fo Farchi, and Kimchi; and 
ing fully perfiiaded he fhould not be difappointed,) Ben Melech interprets it of the book of the law of 
‘and made afhamed: fun, ftand thon fill upon Gi-|Mofes, where they fuppofe this miracle was & 


beon, ahd thou moon in the valley of Ajalon ; where|dicted. Theformer thinks, in the words of | 
‘they now appeared, and’ were feen by all Jrael, the|tob to Fofeph, bis feed fhall fill the nations, Gen. 
-one as if'over Gideon, and the other as in the valley|xlviii. 19. which he fuppofes was fulfilled in 

<of Ajalon, which Mafas thinks is the fame with|of the tribe of Ephraim, when the whole world — 
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was filled with the fame of him on account of this 
miracle; and the latter in the words, Jdefore all 
thy people I will do miracles, Exod. xxxiv. 10, one 
was in making the face of Mo/fes to fhine, the 
other the ftanding ftill of the fun for Fo/bua, as 
he interprets it, Bolducius, a commentator on the 
book of Job", fancies, that that book is defigned, 
and that this miracle is foretold in it, particularly 
in ch. ix. 7. which commandeth the fun, and it rifeth 
not; it is moft likely that this book of Fafber, in 
which this miracle was recorded, was a public 
regifter, or annals, in which memorable events 
were written, as they liappened in different ages 
by different perfons ; and Mafus thinks, Fo/ephus' 
means this by the archives laid up in the temple, 
to which he appeals for the truth of this miracle : 
fo the fun flood ftill in the midft of beaven; fome- 
where above the horizon, very probably this was 
about noon, when the fun was in its meridian. 
Gufftius * thinks about ten or eleven a-clock ; it 
may be fuppofed that early in the morning Fo/hua 
came up with his troops, and engaged the kings, 
and it might be noon before the battle was over, 
and the victory obtained, at leaft before 7o/bua had 
proceeded in his purfuit of them, fo far as he had 
done, when the miracle was wrought; and the 
rather, as it would be the more confpicuous in the 
feveral parts of the.world, for had it been near 
fun-fetting, it could not have been feen in fome 

laces, and particularly by the Chine/e, as it feems to 
five been, by what has been obferved: and bafted 
not to go down about a whole day; which was gither 
artificial or natural; if an artificial day, then it 
ftood ftill but 12 hours, if anatural day, 24 hours ; 
and accordingly the length of the day’ muft be 
judged of ; if it was at noon when it ftood ftill, 
and continued fo a natural day, or 24 hours, then 
as it had gone fix hours to noon, and after it. re- 
turned to its motion, had fix more to go to its 
fetting, this day muft be 36 hours long; and fo 
the Jews commonly fay '; but if an artificial day, 
or 12 hours, then it was but a day of 24 hours; 
but if this was, as the Fews fay", on the third of 
Tammuz, which anfwers to part.of Fume, and was 
in the fummer-folftice, on the longeft day in the 
year, when their days confifted of 14 hours, this 
will make this long day four hours longer. Ac- 
cording to the author of Ecclefia/ticus, ch. xlvi. 5. 
it was a double day, or, as he expreffes it, one day 
became two; or was as long as two. 

¥. 14. And there was no day like that, before it, 
or after it, &c.| Which muft be underftood as 
referring not to natural days, or fuch as are accord- 
ing to the natural courfe of things, as thofe in the 
northern and fouthern poles, which are much 
longer, but to miraculous and extraordinary ones : 
never was theré. fuch a day as.this, occafioned by 
the fun ftanding ftill,; and as, for Hezekiab’s day, 
which is objected, when. the. fum went ten degrees 
backward on the dial of .dbaz, it is not. certain 
whether thofe degrees’ were hours, or half hours, 
‘Or quarters of an hour; and if they were hours, 
as the going backwards was at once, in a moment, 
it could only make an addition‘ of ten hours| im:the 
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as the manner in which it became fo long; and efpe- 
cially it regards the following circumftance, being 
at the intreaty of a man, and that delivered in a 
very authoritative manner: ¢hat the Lord bearken- 
ed unto the voice of a man; exprefied in prayer, 
and which prayer was a prayer of faith: for the 
Lord fought for Irael ; by cafting hail-ftones upon 
their enemies, and preferving them from them by 
the ftopping the courfe of the fun, until they had 
taken full vengeance on them. The day on which 
this miracle was wrought, is conjectured to be 
Wednefday the 11th of April, in the year before 
Chrift 1454... 


¥. 15. And Fofoua returned, and all Ifrael with 
him, unto the camp to Gilgal.\ That is, he thought 
to have returned, had determined upon it, and 
prepared for it, but was prevented by hearing that 
the five kings had hid themfelves in a cave at 
Makkedab ; which he ordered to be ftopped up till 
the people had finifhed the purfuit of their ene- 
mies, when he deftroyed Makkedah, and which led 
him on to the conqueft of other places before he re- 
turned ; or elfe this verfe ftands not in its proper 
place, or is fuperfluous, fince the fame is exprefied 
y¥. 43. after all the above mentioned was done; the 
Septuagint verfion leaves it out, 

¥. 16. But thefe five kings fled, &cc.] They were 
not killed by the hail-ftones, nor flain by the fword 
of the J/raelites, but made their efcape, being re- 
ferved by the providence of God for a more fhame- 
ful end: and bid themJfelves in a cave at Makkedah; 
not in the city of Makkedab, which as yet was 
not in the hands of J/rael, whereas this cave was, 
as appears by what follows; but it was in fome 
hill, or mountain, near it; in the border of it, as 
Kimchi exprefles it, and where a hill is fhewn to 
this day in which it was, as Drufius fays. 

¥. 17. And it was told Fofoua, Sc.) Either by 
fome of his own people, or by fome of the inha- 
bitants of the land in his intereft, who had ob- 
ferved it: faying, the five kings are found bid in @ 
cave at Makkedab ; this feems to make it appear 
that they were others, and not Fo/bua’s foldiers, 
that found them ; for had they, no doubt they 
would have feized them, and brought them be- 
fore him, or flain them, unlefs they chofe firft to 
know his will concerning them, next expreffed. 

y. 18. And Fofhua faid, roll great ftones upon the 
mouth of the cave, &c.| To keep the kings in, 
that they might not make their efcape, until he had 
convenient time to have them brought before him, 
and be treated by him as they deferved ; and no 
doubt there were plenty of ftones about the hill or 
mountain, in which this cave was, fit for this pur- 
pofe : and fet men by it for to keep them; asa guard 
upon them, to prevent their efcape. 

¥. 19. And flay you not, but purfue after your 
enemies, 8cc.} That is, don’t ftay at the cave, but 
having placed a fufficient gward there, go in pur- 
fuit of the enemy, with as much celerity as pofii- 
ble: and. fmite the bhindmoft of them; their rear ; 
or tail them °, as the word is, cut off the tail of 
them : faffer them not to enter their cities; where 
they would not only be fafe themfelves for a while, 


return of them, and fo it muft make. but a day of|but would be able to hold out againft a fiege for 
22 hours : befides, the wricer of this book only|fome time, and give much trouble to conquer 
fpeaks of days that had been in|his-time, and not|them : for the Lord your God bath delivered them 
of what might be hereafter ;..add..to which, that] into your bends; this he faid to encourage them, 
this refpeéts not fo much. the length of the day,}and quickem them to the purfuit of them with all 


eager- 
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eagernefs and vehemence. According to the Sa- Fofbua ordered them, and in obedience to him their 
maritan chronicle? , the fignal or watch-word was, | general. a 
“* God is ftrong in battel, God is his name.”  ¥. 25. And Fofoua faid, fear not, nor be difmayed, 
y¥.20. And it came to pafs when Fofoua and the\&c.] Not meaning at the kings, who perhaps lay 
children of I/rael, 8cc.| Fofbua feems to have pitch-}bound upon the ground, or however were not in a 
edhis camp at Makkedah, whilft the reft of his |condition to make any refiftance, fo that they had 
army purfued the flying Canaanites; and when he |nothing to fear from them ; but this refpeéts future 
‘and they were at different places : had made an end|time, and what other enemies they thould mee 
of flaying them with a very great flaughter, till they with ; who would be brought into fubjeétien to 


Ch x. ¥.20—29. 


were confumed , and not to be feen in any large bo- 


them as thefe were, and therefore from hence fhould 


dies, but fcattered here and there: that the reft|take heart : be firong, and of good courage; and go 


which remained of them entered into fenced cities ;- to 
which they belonged, and which were afterwards 
taken, as related in the latter part of this chap- 
ter. 

y.21, And all the people returned to the camp to 
fofoua at Makkedah in peace, &cc.] Sound and well, 
as not one killed or miffing, fo not.one wounded, 


on valiantly in fubduing the reft of their enemies, 
and not be afraid of them : for thus hall the Lord 
do to all your enemies againft whom ye fight ; put them 
into their hands, and give them power to tread on 
their necks ; this fhews that what Yo/hua did or or- 
dered to be done, was of the Lord. 

y. 26. And afterwards Fofbua fmote them and 


asthe Vulgate Latin verfion, ‘ found and in full few them, &c.] With the fword; either by his own 
number :” none moved his tongue againft any of the|hands, or by others whom he ordered to flay them : 
children of Ifrael, as to curfe them, reproach |and hanged them on five trees; to their fhame and 
them, and fpeak ill of them, for invading them, |difgrace, and the terror of others : and they were 
and ufing them in the manner they did, fuch was |banging upon the trees until the evening: by way of 
the terror that was upon them. It may be fupplied jcontempt of them, and as a fpectacle o terror to 
not a dog moved his tongue, as in Exod. xi. 7. as it others, efpecially to the inhabitants of Makkedab, 


was with them when they came out of Egypt, fo 
it was when they entered the land of Cavaan. It 
feems to be a proverbial expreffion, as Ben Gerfom 
obferves, fignifying that no hurt was done to them 
-by word or deed. 

¥.22. Then faid Fofbua, open the mouth of the 
cave, &c.] That is, ‘roll away the great ftones that 
were laid atthe mouth of it: aad bring out thofe five 
kings unto me out of the cave ; to receive their fen- 
tence in a public manner for the encouragement of 
his troops, and the terror of the Canaanites, par- 
ticularly Makkedab, now befieged by him. 

¥.23. And they did fo, &c.| Opened the mouth 


and their king they were now befieging. 

¥. 27. And it came to pa/s at the time of the going 
down of the Jun, &c.| Which was the time fixed 
by the law of God for taking down bodies that 
were hanged, Deut. xxi. 23. that Fofbua command= 
ed, and they took them down off the trees + not from 
any refpect to them, but that they might not defile 
the land, as dead bodies in a ceremonial fenfe did’, 
Deut. xxi..23. and this Fo/fbua was the more care- 
ful of, as they were juft entered into it, and were’ 
taking poffeffion of it : and they caft them into the 
cave wherein they had been hid ; fo that what had 
been their hiding place now became their grave ; 


of the cave, by rolling away the ftones: andjand according to the Samaritan chronicle 2, the trees 
brought forth thofe five kings unto bim out of the cave ;|alfo on which they were hanged, were caft in with 
who are next mentioned by name, one by one, ac-|them: and laid great ftones in the cave’s mouth: 
cording to their dignity, and in the order they were|not asa monumental pile, as in the inflances of 


brought unto him: she king of Ferufalem, the king 
of Hebron, the king of Farmuth, the king of Lachifh, 
-gnd the king of Eglon, who are particularly named 
tor the greater glory of the conqueft, and the tri- 
umph over them. 
_ ¥. 24. And it came to pafs, when they brought 
out thefe kings unto Fofbua, &c.\) And fet them be- 
fore him and he had  pafied fentence on them: that 
he.called for all the men of I/rael , that is, for the 
chief men, the principal officers of the army : and 
feid unto the captains of the men of war which went 


with him; the chiliarchs and centurions, the cap-, 


tains of thoufands and hundreds,” of the feveral re-. 
giments in the army who went out to. battle: with 


him, and underhim: come near, put your. feet. on. 


the necks of thefe kings not in a contemptuous and 
infulting manner, not through vanity and haugh- 
tinefs, but for the mortification of thekings ; and 
as a; token of their extreme fubjection, and as a 


proper punifhment for their crimes of idolatry, ty-| 


ranny, andcruelty ;.and by way of terror to others. 
of the kings of Canaan that fhould fight againft 


them, and asa pledge and confirmation of the fub-| 


jection of the reft, as well as to fulfil the promifes 
and, predictions of God, Deut. xxxiiiy 29. and 
which was done not of.himfelf, but by the order, 
and according’ to the: wilk:of:God : and they came 
neat, and put their feet upon the necks of them ; as 
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Achan and the «king of 4, ch. vii. 26. and viii, 
29. but to prevent their carcafes being dragged out, 
and eaten by wild beafts, as fome think; or that 
they might not be taken out, and buried ina more 


-|honourable manner: which remain until this ver 


day; when ‘Fofhua was 
this book. ; 
¥. 28. And that day Fofhua took Makkedab, &c.] 
Some fay it was the day on which the fun ftood fill, 
but it feems to mean the day in which the five kings 
werehanged : and {mote it with the edge of the fw by 
and the king thereof ; flew the inhabitants of it and 
their king, after having entered and taken it : pe 
utterly deftroyed them and all the fouls that were 
therein, be let none remain; that is, all huma 
fouls or perfons ; for the cattle were taken for ; 
prey: and he did to the king of Makkedab, as be did 
unto the king of Fericho; flew him with the fword, 
along with the inhabitants, but did not hang hich 


» 0 


up, as he did the king of 4 and the Mie ; 


grown old, the writer of 
iter ¢ 


© ¥.29. And Fofhua paffed from Makkedah, 

After he had taken it, and deftroyed its BB 
and its ‘king: and all Ijrael with him , that is, all 
the men of war he took with him from the camp 
at Gilgal, from whence he went to the relief of Gi- 
beon: unto Libnah, and fought againft Libnab ; a 
city that fell to the tribe of Yudab, ch. xv. 42. 
Jerom fays, in his time it was a village, in there- 
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gion of Eleutheropolis, and was called Lobnab ; ac- 
cording to Bunting «it was but two miles from 
Makkedab. MS 3 

y. 30. And the Lord deliveréd it alfo, and the king 
thereof, into the hand of Ijrael, 8c.) At once, no 
oppolition being made, that we read of: and be 
fnote it with the edge of the fword, and all the fouls 
that were therein, bé let none remain in it; that is, 
Trael {mote it, or Fofoua, and indeed both ; and 
this was according to the orders given them to be 
obferved with refpect to all the cities and nations of 
Canaan; and that becaufe of their abominable fins 
and wickednefs, and to make way and room for the 
people of Jrael, Deut. vii. 1, 2. but did unto the 
king thereof, as be did unto the king of Jericho, flew 
- him with the inhabitants. 

¥. 31. And Fofoua paffed from Libnah, and all 
Virael with him unto Lachifh, &&c.| Which accord- 
ing to Bunting ¢ was eight miles from Libnab, and 
20 miles from Ferufalem to the fouth-welt of this 
city 5 fee x. 5. and encamped againft it, and fought 
againft it, for it feems this city ftood out, and 
would not furrender at once, which obliged Fo/bua 
to encamp about it, and befiege it. 

y. 32. And the Lord delivered Lachifh into the 
hand of Ifrael, which he took on the fecond day, &c. } 
Either the fecond day from the flaughter of the 
kings, or rather the fecond day of the encamp- 
ment or fiege ; fo Kimchi: and fmote it with the 
edge of the fword, and all the fouls that were therein, 
according to all that he had done to Libnab, nomen- 
tion is made of its king, becaufe he was one of the, 
five kings that had been hanged up; fo that at the 
taking of this city there was no king. 

¥. 33. Then Horam king of Gezer eame up to help 
Lachifh, &c.} Perhaps the rather induced to it, 
becaufe it had no king to defend it. In Ferom’s « 
time it was a village called Gazera, four miles from 
Nicopolis, or Emmaus, to the north : if this king 
came before the city was taken, he was not able to 
raife the fiege ; and if he came after, and fo too late, 
he fell into the hands of Fo/fbua : and Fofhua {mote 
him, and his people, until be had left him none remain- 
ing, deftroyed him and all his army, {fo that there 
were none left to return and relate their unhappy 
cafe. 

y¥. 34. And from Lachifh Fofbua paffed unto Eg- 
lon, 8&c.] Which according to Bunting * was eight 
miles from Lachifb, and twelve from Ferufalem 
fouthward, of which fee y. 5. and all Ifrael with 
him, and they encamped againft it, and fought againft 
if; it not furrendering at once, but attempted to 
hold out a fiege. 

¥. 35. And they took it on that day, &c.] The 
fame day they encamped about it and befieged it ; 
the befieged finding they were not able to keep it: 
and [mote it with the edge of the fword, and all the 
fouls that were therein he utterly deftroyed that day ; 
made an utter devaftation of all its inhabitants : 
according to all that he bad done to Lachifh , the latt 
city he took ; this having no king as that had not, 
irs king being one of the five that had been hang- 
ed. 

¥. 36. And Fofhua went up from Eglon, and all 
Tfrael with bim unto Hebron, &c.) Which lay in 
the hill-country, and therefore they are faidto go|tion Mo/fes gives of it, though he never faw it 
up to it from &glon, which lay lower ; and accord-| Deut. viii. 7. he left none remaining, but utterly de- 
ing to Bunting * it was fixteen miles from it: and they Jtroyed all that breathed , that is, all human crea- 


ought againft it, it making fome refiftance at frit 
and did not furrender at onceas demanded. ; 

¥.37. And they took it, and fmote it with the 
edge of the fword, and the king thereof, &c.) For 
though the king of Hebron was one of the kings 
that were taken in the cave of Makkedab, and hang- 
ed; yet before Fo/bua came up to it, they had fet 
up another king over them: and all thé cities there- 
of; for Hebron was a metropolitan city, and had 
other cities dependent on it, and fubject to it: and 
all the fouls that were therein, both in Hebron, and 
in the cities fubject to it: be left none remaining ; 
in any of them: according to all that be had done to 
Fglon; the laft place he came from: dut deftroyed 
it utterly, and ali the fouls that were therein ; but 
itfeems that afterwards fome that made their efcape 
before the taking of the city, and other Canaan- 
ites driven out of their habitations, re-peopled it ; 
fo that after Yo/bua’s death it was recovered Pais 
by the tribe of Fudah, Fudg. i. 10. unlefs there is 
given in that place a more particular account of the 
taking of this city, with others at this time ; but 
the former feems moft likely. ; 

¥. 38. And Fofbua returned and all Ifrael with 
him to Debir, &c.] A city, according to Kimchi 
which he pafled by when he went to Hebron, and 
did not fight againft it ; but when he had taken 
Uiebron, returned and took it ; and which Buypy- 
ving “tays was but a mile from it, and 22 miles 
from ‘Ferufalem, towards the fouth; it is the fame 
with Kirjath-fepber and Kirjath-fannab, ch. Xv. 15 
49. the city of a book or books ; and the Rabbins 
fay’, that with the Perfians Debir fignifies the 
fame, and had its name from a library which was 
here kept, or from the archives in which the moft 
memorable things fince the flood were recorded ; 
or from the making of paper or parchment, or what- 
foever was made ufe of for writing, and of which 
volumes of books were made: and fought againft 
it; it refufing to fubmit to him upon his fum- 
mons. 

¥. 39. And be took it, and the king thereof, and. 
all the cities thereof, &c.| For this alfo was a royal 
city, and had others dependent on it; and there- 
fore muft lie farther from Hedronuthan before fug= 
gefted ; and indeed Burchard * fays it was five or 
fix miles from it, and another writer! fays ten 
miles :- and they Jmote them with the edge ‘of the 
fword ; the inhabitants of Dedir, and the other 
cities adjacent to it: and utterly deftroyed all the 
fouls that were therein, he left none remaining ; and 
yet itfeems this city recovered again, and was re- 
inhabited, and after the death of Fo/hua was taken 
by Othniel, Fob. i. 11, 12, 13. unlets as before ob- 
ferved with reipect to Hebron, there is there a more 
particular account of the taking of it at this time: 
as he had done to Hebron, fo did be to Debir, and to 
the king thereof, as he had done alfo to Libnab and 
her king ; that is, flew them. 

y. 40. So Fofoua fmote all the country of the bills, 
and of the fouth, and of the vale, and of the Jprings 
and all their kings, 8c |] That part of the land of 
Canaan which lay fouthward, and confifted of hills 
and vales; which abounded with fprings, and was 
a well watered country, and agrees with the defcrip- 


tures ; 
€ Travels of Patriarchs, &c. p. 96. # Ibid. © De loc. Heb. fol. gz. A. £ Ut 
fupra. & Ibid h Thid. 1 T. Bab. Avodah Zarah, fol. 24. 2. * Apud Mafium, 
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prey: as the Lord God of I/rael commanded ; this 


JOSHUA Chxs. 41-43. 


tures s for as for the cattle, they were fpared as a| when thofe fhepherds were driven out, they cafi 
into this part of the land of Canaan, and called it — 
law is extant, Deut. xx. 16. and which is here ob |after the name of the country they left in Egypt 
ferved to clear the J/raelites from the charge of|and might perhaps the rather chufe to give it this” 
cruelty and inhumanity 3 fince what they did was|name, becaufe of the goodnels and fruitfulnefs 


not of themfelves, nor from a private fpirit of re- jit, in which it refembled the country they had 


venge, nora greedy defire after the fubftanee of the| formerly dwelt 


inhabitants ; but in obedience to the command of 


in. 


¥. 42. Andall thefe kings, and their land, did Jo- 


God, and who ordered this as a righteous punifh- /hua take at one time, &c.| Not in one day, but in 


ment of thofe people for their grofs abomination 
of idolatry, ineeft, &c. fee Lev. xviii. 
¥. 41. And Fofoua {mote them from Kadefh-barnea, 
&c.] Which lay to the fouth of the land of Ca- 
naan, Numb. xiii. 17, 26. and xxxii. 8. and xxxiv. 
4. even unto Gaza, which lay to the fouth-weft, 
and was one of the five principalities of the Péz- 
liftines,; of which city fee the notes on 4mos1. 7. 
and Aéfs viii. 26. and all the country of Gofben, even 
unto Gibeon ; to which he returned back in his way 
to his camp at Gilgal, having conquered all the 
fouthern part of the country. This country of 
Gofben is not that inthe land of Egypt, as Kimchi 
rightly remarks. Bifhop Camberland™ is of opi- 
nion, that the Phanictan or Canaanitifb paftors, 
who were driven out of Egypt before their expul- 
fion, inhabired that part of Egypt called Gofben, 
which the J/raelites fome years after dwelt in; and 


CHA 
eee chapter relates how that the kings of the 


northern parts of Canzan combine together 
againtt Fofaua, ¥. 1—5. and that the Lord encou- 
raged him to fight with them, and did deliver 
them into his hands, who with all their people 
were {mitten by him, ¥. 6—11. and how that he 
took their cities, and deftroyed the inhabitants of 
them, and took the fpoil of them fora prey, ¥. 
12—15. and fo became mafter of the whole coun- 
try, both fouthern and northern, which is defcribed 
¥. 16—20. and the chapter is concluded with an 
account of his cutting off the Azakim from divers 
parts, which finifhed the conqueft of the whole 
land, y. 21, 22523. 


y. 1. And it came to pafs, when Fabin king of 
Hazor had beard thefe things, &c.] The taking of 
Fericho and i, the defeat of the five kings, and 
the conqueft of the fouthern part of the land of 
Canaan ; he was alarmed by them, and ferit to all 
the northern kings to join with him againft J/rae/ ; 
and he the rather took this upon him, becaufe as 
Adonizedek king of Ferufalem was the principal 
king in the fouthern part of the land, fo was he in 
the northern part ; fee ¥. 10. Hazor fell to the 
tribe of Napthali, ch. xix. 36. It was fituated, as 
Fofephus fays”, on the lake Samachonitis, the fame 
with the waters of Merom, y¥. 5. According to 
Adrichomius°, it was four miles from the cattle 
Theron to the north, fix miles from Cefarea Philippi 


a very fhort time, in a few days, as the hiftory clearly 
fhews : dbecaufe the Lord God of Ijrael fought for. 
Ifrael , which is the true reafon of fuch quick dif 
patch being made, otherwife in all probability much 
longer time muft have been confumed in fubduin 
them. The Targum is, ‘* becaufe the Lord God. . 
of Jrael fought by his Word for [jrael.® 9 
¥. 43. And Fofoua returned, &c.| After all thefe 
kings and their cities had been taken by him, and 
not before ; though the fame is faid. yw. 45. before 
the hiftory of thofe facts ; fee the note there: and 


all Ifrael with him to the camp in Gilgal ; where the 


body of the people were left, and where was the ta- 
bernacle of the Lord ; and no doubt he and I/rael 
with him gave publick praife and thank{giving 
there for the fignal victories they had obtained over 
the Canaanites. , y } 


Vth ob 


to Fobab king of Madon ; of which place we no, 
where elfe read but in ch. xii. 19. though Bro- 
card finds a place near Dan, called Madan by the 
Turks at this day: and to the king of Shimren, not. 
Samaria, as many think, for that was built by Om-. 
ri, king of I/rael, andhad its name from Shemer, 
the owner of the hill on which it was built fome 
hundreds of years after this ; befides Samaria was in 
the tribe of Ephraim, this in the tribe of Zedbulua, 
ch. xix. 15. and is called Shimron Meron, ch. xii. 
20. and in the Yerufalem Talmud‘ Simoniah, and’ 
here in the Septuagint verfion Symefon: and to the 
king of Achfbapb, a city which fell to the lot of 
the tribe of Aer, ch. xix. 25. The Septuagint 
calls it Aziph, as if it was the fame with Achzid, 
or Ecdippa, now called Zib ; but Achfhaph and 
Achzib are manifettly diftinguithed, ch. xix. 25, 29. 
Jerom fays *, in his time it was a little village, and 
went by the name of Cha/alus, 8 miles from Dio- 
cefar@a, atthe foot of mount Yabor. The Arabic 
verfion adds a fourth king that Fadin fent to, called 
the king of Maujel ; but we read not of any fuch 
place in the land of Canaan. 2 ie 
¥.2. And to the kings that were on the north of 
the mountains, &c.| Of Libanus and Antilibanus, 
with others near them; fo Yo/ephus * fays, the kings 
about Lebanon being Canaanites, fought saint 
them, 7. e. the I/raeltes ; for Lebanon Jay to the. 
north of the land : aad of the plains fouth of Cin- . 
neroth,; or Genefareth, of the land and lake of. 


to the fouth-weft, and nine miles from the great fea} which we read in the new teftament, Matt. x. 34. 
to theeaft,; and was in the times of Chrif one of| Mar. vi. 53. Luk. v. 1. and feems to have reff 


the ten principal cities of the region of Decapolis, chiefly to the famous plain of Fezreel, or Efdraelon 
in which he preached, Matt. iv. 25. and is now|of which fee the note on Hof i. 5. and in the val= 

ley; which may more efpecially defign the vall 
‘of Fezreel, as it is called in the above place, 


called Antiopia ; and in the Arabic verfion here it 
is called Cefarea, and according to Bunting ° it lay 


‘ 


80 miles from Ferufalem to the north : that he fent diftinguifh ic from other plains ; it was two | niles 
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broad; and ten long: anid in the borders of Dar, on| bafte by Dotbaim : hete the kings and their armies 
the weft 5 which fell to the lot of the tribe of Ada-| met to fight againft Ifrael ; fo that they were thé 
nafjeb, ch. xvii 11, which Pliny " calls Dorum, and|aggrefiors; which made the war ftill more law- 
mentions it along with the promontory of Carme/ ;| ful. 
fo Fofephus {ays “ in Phenicia, near mount Carmel,|  y¥. 6. And the Lord faid unto Fofbua, be not afraid 
js acity called Dora, four days journey diftant from| decaufe of them, &c.| Of their number, of their 
Judea , that is, that part of the land of Jrae/|horfemen, and of their {cythed chariots ; which 
patticularly fo called ; fome copies read Jdwmea.| might at firit hearing occafion fome fear and dread. 
According to Jerom*, it was 9g miles from Ce/a-| And according to Fo/ephus ‘ , the multitude of them 
rea of Paleftine, as you goto Tyre; and in his|terrified both Fo/ua and the J/raelites ; and there- 
time a defart, It was a haven in the Mediterranean|fore the Lord appeated and {poke to him for 
fea, and lies three leagues from the caftle of the|his encouragement : though what was. faid was 
pilgrims, near mount Carmel; and, as a traveller|for the fake of the J/raelites, and to animaté them 
fays, is now fo decayed, that there is nothing more|who might be difheartened, rather than for the fake 
extant than a large and high tower, which the in-Jof Ye/hua, who was of a bold and courageous fpirit. 
habitants ftill call Dortezte’. Whether this was faid to him at Gileal, and out of 
¥. 3. And to the Canaanite on the Eaft and on the\the tabernacle there, quickly after the tidings of the 
Weft, &c.| That is, that particular nation of the|combination of the kings were brought to him, 
feven fo called, part of which dwelt in the eaftern}or whether when upon his march rowards them, is 
part of the land, by the dead fea, and by the coaft}uncertain : for to-morrow about this time will I de- 
of Fordan, Numb. xiii. 29. and others dwelt on the|/ver them up flain before Ifrael ; as many were, and 
coalt of the Mediterranean fea, which was. to the|others wounded and put to flight, as the-word fig- 
weft of the land: and to the Amorite, and to the\nifies, fo as to be as goodas dead. If Gilgal as 
Hittite, and to thé Perizzite; which were fcattered|22 miles ftom the waters of Merom, as Bunting 
about in feveral parts of the country : and the Fe-\lays*, and fuppofing this to be faid to him before 
ufite in the mountains ,; in the mountainous part of|he fet out; he muft travel all night to reach thi- 
Fudea, in the mountains about Feru/alem, andjther the next day; and if it was 60 miles, as fome 
which they ‘ftill inhabited, and did to the times of|fay, this muft be faid to him when on his march, 
David : and to the Hivite under Hermon, in the land\and within aday’s march of the enemy; for Fo- 
of Mizpek , fo defcribed to diftinguifh them from \/ephus fays "it was on the fifth day that he came up 
the Gibeonites, who were allo Hivites. Mizpeh is|\with them, and fell upon them : thou /halt hough 
the place, as Kimchi thinks, where the people of| their borfes ; cut their nerves under their hams, or 
J/rael are often faid to meet together ; which he|hamftring them, fo that they might be ufelefs 
fuppofes they did, on account of the great falva-jhereafter, for the kings of J/rael were not to mul- 
tion wrought here in Jo/bua’s time. Hermon was|tiply horfes ; and Fo/hua, as their chief ruler, was 
a mountain that adjoined to Lebanon, where it is}to have no advantage of them by their falling into 
certain fome of the Hivites dwelt, Fudg. ii. 3. his hands : and burn their chariots with fire; that 
¥. 4. And they went out, &c.| The feveral kings|{o they might not be ufed by the J/raelites after- 
and people fent to ; thefe went out from the places] wards, who might be ‘tempted to put their truft 
they inhabited : they and all their hofts with them ;\and confidence in them, as many did. 
the kings of thofe feveral places, with their armies:|  y. 7. So Fofoua came, and all the people of war 
much people, even as the fand that is upon the. fea-\with him againft them, &c.] Being encouraged by 
Jrore in multitude ; a proverbial expreffion, to de-|the Lord they fet out with Zofbua at the head of 
note an exceeding great number: with horfes and\them, to fight the kings and their forces. It is 
chariots very many, being fupplied with horfes from|highly probable, that thefe were not the whole body 
Egypt, and their chariots were chariots of iron;/of armed men in the camp of J/rael, but a felect 
fee Fudg. iv. 3. Fofepbus* gives us the number of company Fofoua took of them, and who would be 
this greatarmy, and faysit confilted of 300,000jable to make quicker marches on this expedition : 
foot, 10,000 horfe, and 30,000 chariots; fome/dy the waters of Merom fuddenly; the Targum is, 
copies read only 20,000 ; and thefe chariots were! ‘* they lay by the waters of Merom ;” and as they 
armed with iron hooks or fcythes, to cut down were thoughtlefs and carelefs, and not on their 
men as they drave along, and fo were very ter- guard, fo/sua and his forces came to them fuddenly, 
rible. ‘unawares, and they not provided for them: and 
y¥.5. And when all thofe kings were met together, they fell upon them; at once, which threw them into 
&c.] At fome certain place, which Yadin had ap-|diforder and confufion. 
pointed : they came and. pitched together at the wa-| y.8. And the Lord delivered them into the band of 
ters of Merom; Fofepbus *fays it- was at Berotha ; Ijrael, &c.] The whole hoft, who either were kil- 
perhaps it fhould be Merotha, a-city of upper Ga-|led or wounded, or put to flight :' it was of the 
lilee, not far from Cedefa, the fame he elfewhere| Lord that J/rael was directed to make fo quick a 
calls * Meroth, Thefe waters are the fame with the}march, and come upon them fo fuddenly, and that 
lake Samachonitis, on which Hazor was fituated ;|they were off their guard, and unprovided for them, 
fo that it was near fadin where the rendezvous was.|and fo fell into their hands : who fmote them , with 
This lake is thought ¢ to have its name from the|the edge of the fword killed and wounded great 
Arabic word Samacha, which fignifies high, as|numbers ; and the reft fleeing, they chafed them unto 
Merom does in Hebrew. twas, as Fofephus {ays * ,\great Zidon, not that there was another Zidon cal- 
30 furlongs broad, and’ 60 long, and its waters}led the lefs, as Kimchi and Ben Melech thought 
clayey. ‘Yerom fays °, in his time there was here a|there feemed to be, and which alfo Ferom' fug- ~ 
village called Merrus, 12 miles from the city Se- gelts ; butthis was fo called becaufe of its greatnefs, 
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the large extent of it, and the abundance of wealth 
and riches in it: Curtius fays *, it was renowned 
for its antiquity and the fame of its buildings; and 
Mela fays', that before it was conquered by the 
Perfians, it was the greateft of the maritime cities, 
though now greatly reduced: Mr. Maundrel™ fays 
of it, ‘* Sidon is ftocked well enough with inhabi- 
tants, but is very much fhrunk from its antient 
extent, and more from its {plendor, as appears 
from a great many beautiful pillars that lie fcat- 
tered up and down the gardens without the pre- 
fent walls:” it lay, according to Strabo, not more 
than 200 furlongs from Zyre", or 25 miles: it 
was more antient thanthat, which is called the 
daughter of it: Homer fpeaks much of Sidon, as 
the fame writer obferves, but not a word of Tyre: 
Fofepbus ° thinks, it had ics name from Sidon, the 
firft-born of Canaan, and that he built it, Gen. x.15. 
but Ju/tin fays’, it had its name from the plenty 
of fifhes there: and Tzaid in the Chaldee and Sy- 
®iac languages fignifies fifhing and a fifher-man: 
hence Beth/aida, a city mentioned in the New Te- 
ftament had its name; and Sidon is at this day called 
Said, and is now in the hands of the Turks: and 
though it was a part of the land of Canaan, and 
belonged to the tribe of Aer, never was conquer- 
ed and poffefled by them, but remained an heathen 
city to the time of Chrift: amd unto Mifrephoth 
Maim, or boilings of water; it feems as if it was a 
place of hot baths, but the Targum renders it pits 
of water, which Farchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech 
fay, were pits into which the falt waters of the fea 
were drawn, and where they were heated by the 
fun and made falt of ; and fo it is thought this was 
a place of falt pits, where falt was boiled, either 
by the heat of the fun or by fire? : Funius and Tre- 
mellius render the word by gla/s furnaces, furnaces 
in which glafs was made; and it is certain, that at 
Sidon, and near it, within the borders of which 
this place was, ch. xiii. 6. glafs was made: Pliny' 
calls Sidon the artificer of glafs, or a city where 
glafs was made: and Strabo fays*, that between 
Ace and Tyre is a fhore which bears glaffy fand, 
but they fay it is not melted there, but carried to 
Sidon to be melted; and fome fay the Sidonians 
have a glafly fand fit for melting: Ca/met' thinks 
this place is the fame with Sarepta, Luke iv. 26. 


which had its name from melting: of what con-|’ 


ftruction the furnaces were in this place, cannot be 
faid, no doubt great improvement has been fince 
made’: and unto the valley of Mizpeh eafiward; 
the fame with the valley of Lebanon; now as Sidon 
lay north-weft and this was eaftward, it feems that 
the armies of the Canaanites in their confternation 
and confufion, fled fome tothe weft and fome to the 
eaft, who were purfued by different bodies of the 
army of. J/rae/ {eparated for that purpofe. 

¥. 9. dnd Fofbua did unto them as the Lord bade 
him, &c] Namely, in the following inftances: 
he houghed their horfes, and burnt their chariots; not 
confulting his own worldly intereft or that of the 
people of J/rael, but the command of God which 
he carefully obeyed, and referved none for himfelf 
or them, as David in another cafe afterwards did; 
fec 2 Sam. viii. 4. 


¥. 10. And Fofbua at that time turned back and 
took Hazor, &c.] After he had chafed the a 
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naanités to the places mentioned, he returned te 
Hazor, near to which Fo/oua firtt fell upon them, 


but threugh the purfuit he was led on many miles - 


beyond it: Bunting fays”, it was 32 miles from 
Sidon: and [mote the king thereof with the fword; 
who, very probably upon the furprize-at the waters 
of Merom, fled to his capital for fafety ; but that 
being taken by Yo/bua, he was flain by him with 
the {word : for Hazor before-time was the head of 
all thofe kingdoms , before mentioned y¥. 1, but not 
of all the land of Canaan: ‘ferom™ fays, it was the 


metropolis of all the kingdoms of the Philiftiness 


and though they were not now fubjeét to it, and 
had kings of their own, yet it appears that the 
king of this place was in great authority, and re- 
gard was paid unto him; and this feems to be the 
reafon why Fo/bua hafted to take this city, flay the 
king of it, and burn it with fire, becaufé it had 
been the principal in this war, and might, if noe 
prevented, raife new troubles ; wherefore as a pre- 
caution to that, and to deter the reft, he haftene 
the conqueft and deitruction of it. 
y. 11. And they finote all the fouls that were 
therein with the edge of the fword, utterly deftroying 
them, &c.] Men, women, and children: there 
was not any left to breathe; any human creature ; 
for as for the cattle they were taken for a prey : 
and he burnt Hazor with fire; ashe did Fericho and 
Ai, though no other cities he had taken; but it 
feems that this city, though burnt, was built again 
and inhabited by Canaanites, who had a king over 
them of the fame name with this in the times of 
Deborah, Fudg. iv. 2. 
¥. 12. And all the cities of thofe kings, and all 
the kings of them did fofoua take, &c.| As parti- 
cularly Madon, Shimron, and Ach/foaph, with others 
which he marched unto, after he had burnt Hazor ; 
in which he took their kings, whither they had 
fled, or elfe he had taken them before in the pur- 
fuit: and fmote them with the edge of the fword; 
both the kings and the inhabitants of thofe cities : 
and he utterly defiroyed them, as Mofes the fervant 


of the Lord commanded; {0 that in doing ‘what he - 


did, he did not indulge a fpirit of revenge, cruelty, 
and avarice, but had regard purely to the com- 
mand of Mo/es, which was of God, Deut. vii. 
1523 

xy. 13. But as for the cities that ftood fill in 
their firength, &c.] Whote walls were not de- 
molifhed when taken, as Kimchi and archi inter- 
pret it, or that flood upon their beapsy ; upon an 
eminence, being built on hills and mountains: 
Lfrael burned none of them; but referved them for 
their own habitations, being well fortified, and ha- 


; 


ving no need of new walls being built to them, - 


or being in a very agreeable fituation: fave Hazor 
only, that did ‘fofhua burn, becaufe it was the chief 
city where the icheme was, formed, and the eombi- 
nation again{t J/rael was made, and was the rene 
dezvous of the confederate’ forces againft them: ° 
the ews have a tradition *, that God faid to Mofes 
and Mojfes faid to Fofhua, that h 
and that only. . 
y¥. 14. And all the fpoil of thefe cities, and the 
cattle, the children of Ifrael took for a prey unto 
themfelves, &c.] The gold, filver, houthold-goods, 


corn, wine, oil, or any mercantile goods, together 
with — 
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with cattle of every fort, all were taken by them 
for a prey, for their own ufe and benefit, which 
was allowed them.: du¢ every man they /mote with 
the edge of the word, until they had deftroyed them, 
neither left they any to breathe 5 for which they had 
warrant. fo to do from the Lord, as follows. 

¥.15. As the Lord commanded Mojes bis fervant, 
fo did Mofes command Fofoua, &c.| Which was to 
‘deftroy the people of the land, Deut. vii. 1, 2. fo 
did Fofhua, he left nothing undone of all that the Lord 
commanded Mojes; both with refpect to the deftruc- 
tion of the people, and of all their images, pic- 
tures, altars, groves, and high places ;. fee Exod 
XxXxiv. 11, 12, 13. Numb. xxvii. 19. and xxxiii. 
52. Deut. vii. 1—5. and xxxi. 7. 

¥. 16. So Fofbua took all that land, &c.] . The 
whole land of Canaan, deicribed as follows, both 
as to the fouthern and northern parts of it: the 
hill; the hill-country of Fudea, ot which fee Luke 
i. 39, 65. and all the fouth country, where lived 
the five_kings; and thofe of other places, the ac- 
count of the taking of which we have in the pre- 
ceding chapter, ¥. 40. and all the land of Gofben,; 
fee ch. x. 41. and the valley, and the plain, the 
low places and champaign fields which lay between 
the hills and mountains ; particularly all the plain 
and champaign country near Eleutheropolis, towatds 
the north and weft, Zerom fays, in his day was called 
Sepvela or the vale*: and. the mountain of Ifrael, 
and the valley of the'fame; by which may be meant 
Ferufclem, fituated on a mountain and is {fo called, 

zek, Xvil. 23. and.xx. 40. and its valley may be 
the valley:of Hinnom or of Febofbapbat, as they 
were after called, which were near it: fome think 
the hill of Semaria or the mountains about that are 
meant. 

y. 17. Even from the mount Halak, that goeth 
up unto Ser, &c.] » Or the /mooth and bald moun- 
tain, which had no-trees on it, as fome interpret 
it, obferved by Kimchi, it was a mount on the 
borders of Edom, to which the land of Canaan 
reached on that fide: unto Baal-gad, in the valley 
of Lebanon, under mount Hermon ; and fo defcribes 
the northern part of the land conquered by Fofbua : 
and all their kings he took, and fmote them, and flew 
them; both in the fouthern and northern parts of 
the land. . 

¥. 18. Fofbua made war a long time with all thofe 
kings.) For, though the account of the conqueft 
of them is put together, and lies in a fmall com- 
pafs, yet thofe victories were not obtained at once, 
or in a few days, as were thofe of the five kings, 
and others, related in the preceding chapter, but 
were the work of fome years; Fofephus * lays, five 
years, but the common notion of the ews is, that 
Fofoua was feven years in fubduing the land of Ca- 
naan*, our bifhop Ufher* thinks, it was done in 
fix years; and it may be concluded that it was 
about fix or feven years ere this work was com- 
pleatly finifhed. 

¥..19. There was not a city that made peace with 


firous of making peace might make it ; and they 
that were for war, let them fight; all were for the 
laft and fo perifhed* : fave the Hivites and the in- 
habitants of Gibeon; thefe, fome have thought, 
did not hear of ;the offers of peace, but others 
think they did, abd at firft rejected them, but re- 
penting were obliged to take the crafty methods 
they did to obtain it, of which fee ch. ix. a// other 
they took in battle; refufing to fubmit to them and 
make peace with them. 

¥. 20. For it was of the Lord to harden their 
hearts, &c.} As he hardened the hearts of ‘Pha- 
raob and the Egyptians, that his power might be 
difplayed in their deftruion : that they /hould come 
againjt Ifrael in battle; and fo fall in it: that be 
might deftroy them utterly; for their abominable 
wickednefs, idolatry, inceft, &c. they had been 
guilty of: and that they might have no favour; 
which they would have had, had they made peace 
as the Gibeonites did; or that they might not pray 
and make {upplication, the Lord not giving them 
a fpirit of fupplication but an hard heart, as Gu/- 
fetius' obferves, the words may be interpreted, tho’ he 
feems to prefer the former fenfe: but that be might 
deftroy them,as the Lord commanded Mojfes; Deut. 
Wil. Tee's 

¥. 21. And at that time came Fofoua, &c.] Af- 
ter he had made a conqueft of the land, or at the 
time he made it, as before related : and cut off the 
Anakim from the mountains, whither upon the 
the conqueit of the land, they had betaken them- 
felves, and lived im dens ‘and caves: thefe were 
giants, fo called from Anak the father of them ; 
though thefe are not to be reftrained to his pofte- 
rity, but include al] other giants in the land; and 
the Targum renders the word. by mighty men; and 
as fome of them dwelt in mountains, others in ci- 
ties, as follows: from Hebron; where the children 
of Anak dwelt when the fpies were fent into the 
land between 40 and 40 years before this; and 
though the inhabitants of Hebron had been before 
deftroyed by Fo/bua, thefe Anakim, who very like- 
ly then made their efcape, returned and took pof- 
feffion of it after Fofoua’s departure, and whilft 
he was engaged in making other conquefts; as we 
find that after this others of the fame race again 
poffefled it, and were in the poffeffion of it after 
the death of o/bua, when they were flain by the 
tribe of Fudab, Fudg. i. 10. from Debir; where 
others of them alfo had got after the conqueft of 
it; unlefs we fuppofe, as I fee no great reafon to 
object to it, that thefe were cut off both at Hebron 
and Dedir, at the time of the taking of them, of 
which fee ch. x. 36—39. from Anab; a city which 
fell to the lot of the tribe of Judah, ch. xv. 50. 
Ferom *fays, in his time it was a village, near 
Diofpolis or Lydda, about four miles from it to the 
eaft, and called Bethoannaba; but he fays, .that 
moft affirm it to be eight miles from it, and called 
Bethannaba: Ma/ius conjectures, that it is the fame 
with the city of Nod; for, he fays, that travellers 
the children of Ifracl, &c.| Though, according to|in thofe parts affirm, that the city Nod is called 
the Fews, Fofoua, upon his firft landing in Canaan, | Bethanoba and Betbanopolis: and from all the moun- 
fent letters and mefiages to all the inhabitants of! sains of Fudab, the hill-country of Fudea, and the 
the land, offering them peace on certain terms ;|mountains round about Zerufalem ; and from all the 
particularly that he fent three meffages, or propo-| mountains of Ifrael; as thofe about Samaria, and 
ied three things to them; that thofe who had alelfewhere: Fo/bua defrroyed them utterly with their 


mind to flee, might flee; that thofe who were de- cities 5 
® De loc. Heb. fol. 94. M. b Antiq. J. 5. c. 1. § 19. © Seder Olam Rabba, c. 11. p. 31. 4 Annal. 
Vet. Teft. p. 39, 40. ate Hierof. Sheviith, fol. 37. 3. £ Comment, Ebr. p. 272. : 8 De loc. Heb, fol. 88. @. 
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ities 5 whi ormerly inhabited, or hadjCamaan; the far greater and better part of it, all 
pig Hick See ps JZ j ; lob fake. deferibed ; all that he went again fl : 
y. 22. There was none of the Anakim left in the\ed not in any of his attempts ; no place’ ood. 2 
land of the children of Ifrael, 8cc.] For thote that) againft him that he befieged or yet all 
efcaped the fword fled elfewhere, particularly to yielded to him: aecording to all that the Lor, Sai 
the following places: ony in Gaza, in Gath, and injunto Mofess in Deut. xi. 23, 24, 25. and 7 ved 
Afodod there remained; that is, fome of the na-\gave it for an inheritance unto Ifrael, accordin tice 


kim or giants; thefe were three of the five prin- their divifions by their tribes; as is after rel d i 
cipalities of the Philiftines, and were never con- this book : and the land refted from war, there 
quered and poffefled by I/rael, fee ch. xiii. 3. of|were no combinations of any of the difperfed Ca~ 
the cities of Gaza, fee the notes on Amos i. 7, 8.|naanites, or infurrections made by them, nor: ar 
and on Zep. ii. 4. and of Gath on Amos vi. 2. Afp- annoyance given to Ifrael by the Philiftines, wh 
ded is the fame with Azotus, Aés viii. 40. fee the|inhabited five principal cities, with what belon i 
note there: Mela fays®, the port of Azotus was alto them 5 nor did Yofoua attempt any thing more 
mart for the merchandizes of Arabia, and was built{in a warlike manner: and fo it becamie a land of 
on fuch an eminence, that from the top of it at reft, as the heavenly Canaan will ‘be to the fpiri- 
the fourth watch, might be feen the rifing of the|tual Tjrael and church of God, after their thilitant 
fun at the mountain Azotus; fee 1 Maccad. ix. 15. | {tate is ended, in which they now are 5 being en- 
this city held out a fiege of 2g years againft P/am- gaged with many {piritual enemies, the Canaaiites 
mitticus, king of Egypt, fee the note on J. xx. 1.|that are in the land, but then their warfare will be 
y. 23. So Fofoua took the whole land, &c.] Of\ended. : 


6p Fig shee a bee 


HIS chapter gives a fhort account of they y. 3. And from the plain, &e.) Or rather, and 
T conquefts made by the J/raelites, both in the the plain, the plains of Moab, which, before pof- 
times of Mofes and of Fahua, and firft of the feffed by the J/raelites, belonged to the kingdom” 
kingdom of Sibon and Og on the other fide Yor-jof Sibon; and the plains of Yordan, hich reached’ 
dan, in the times of Mofes, and which he gave to|to the fea of Cinneroth on the eaf?; the fatne with 
the two tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half|the lake of Genefaret, and fea of Tiberias, men-— 
tribe of Manaffeb, and which are particularly de-|tioned in the New Teftament : and unto the fea of : 
fcribed, y. 1—6. and then of the kings and the|/de plain, where ftood the cities of the plain, So- 
countries on this fide Jordan whom Fo/bua conquer-|dom, Gomorrah, 8cc. even the falt fea on the eaft, 
ed, ¥..7, 8. and the names of the 31 kingdoms|the fame with the dead fea, into which the plain 
are recited, that fo it might be exactly known and|the above cities ftood on was converted: the way 
obferved, what were afterwards divided among thej}/o Beth-je/bimoth ; which was a place in the plains 
tribes and poffeffed by them, ¥. g—24. of Moab, Numb. xxxiii. 49. and from the fouth un- 

der Afhdoth-pifeah, or the {prings of Pifgah, which 

¥. 1. Now thefe are the kings of the land which\flowed from the mount of that name, Dewé. iii. 
the children of Ifrael fmote, &c.| In the days of|17. and 49. . 
Mojes, as Farchi remarks, and as it clearly appears} y. 4. dad the coaft of Og king of Bafoan, 8c. 
from what follows: and poffeffed tbeir land on the\The country that he reigned over, who was ano- 
other fide Fordan toward. the tifing of the fun; on\ther king of the 4morites, fmitten by I/rael in the 
the eaft of the land of Canaan :. from the river Ar-\times of Mofes: which was of the remnant of the 
non, unto the mount Hermon, and all the plain on\giants;, fee Deut. iii. 11. and the note there: that 
the eaft, Arnon was. the border of Moab between|dwelt at Afbtaroth and at Edrei; of which two. 
them and the Amorites, Numb. xxi. 13, and from}places fee Deut. i. 4. it feems as if Og had a pa=” 
hence to Hermon, a mountain adjoining to Leba-|lace in each of thofe cities, and fometimes was at’ 
non, lay the country of the two kings of the, Amo-jone and fometimes at another, as is ufual with 
rites after mentioned, Deut. iii, 8, 9. and the plain|kings. be 
on the eaft were the plains of Moab which lay to} y. 5. And reigned in mount Hermon, &e.] That 
the eaft of Fordan. is, over all the people, that inhabited that mount 

¥. 2. Sibon king of the Ainorites who dwelt in|or dwelt under it, and adjacent to it, ch. xi. 17. — 
Hefabon, &c.] Which he took from the Moabites,}of which mountain, fee the notes on Deut. iii. 8, - 
and made his capital city, Numb. xxi. 26. and}9. and in Salcab, which was a city belonging to 
ruled from Aroer, which is upon the bank of the\the kingdom of Og, Deut. iii. 10. and in all Ba~~ 
river of Arnon; a city of Moab, which never fell|/hen; or Batanea, a country famous for pafturage, 
into the hands of Sibon, and therefore he is faid to}and for fat cattle, and for oaks, frequently men- 
rule from it but not over it: and from the middle\tioned in {cripture: unto the border of the Gefburites, — 
of the river ; that is, the river Arnon, which being|and the Maachathites, which were two nations the 
the boundary of the Meabites and Amorites, the|J/raelites never expelled, ch. xiii. 13: of which 
king of the Amorites might be faid to rule from|fee Deut. iii. 14. and balf Gilead, which belonged 
the middle of it: and from half Gilead even unto\to Og, as the other half did to Sihom, before ob= 
the river Fabbok, which is the border of the children}ferved, which was as follows: the border of Sibom 
of Ammon; {o it is faid to be, Deut. iii. 16. it|king of Hefobon, here the two kingdoms joi 
fhould be rendered, not from half Gilead, but and|even in the midft of Gilead, which was divided ie 
half Gilead, as it is in the Hebrew text, and fo in|tween them, but now wholly fell into the handsof = 
the Targum; for half Gilead belonged to the king-| J/rael. y M 4 ‘ 
dom of Sihon, as the other half did to the king-| y. 6. Them did Mofes the fervant of thé Lord, A 
dom of Og, as in ¥. 5. and fo Farcbi remarks. | and the children of Irael fmite, &c.| Thatis, the 
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- inhabitants of thofe’ kingdoms, they fmote with 
the edge of the fword, and ie pofleffion of them, 
the hiftory of which fee ity Numb. xxi. and Mojes 
the fervant of the Lord gave it; the whole domi- 
nion of the two kings before mentioned i for a 
poffeffion unto the Reubenites, ad the Gadites, and the 
balf-tribe~ of Manafth ;- of which grant and ‘the 
conditions of it, fee Numb. xxxii. 3 

¥. 7. ‘dnd thefe are the kings of the country, &c.) 
After particularly named: which Fofoaa aud the 
children of Ifrael finote on this fide fordan on the 
weft; that is, on the weft of Fordan: from Baal- 
gad in the valley of Lebanon, even unto the mount 
Halak, that goeth up to Seir; of which fee ch, xi. 
17. whith Jofoua gave unto the tribes of Irael for a 
poffefiion, according to thei divifions, as after re- 
lated in this book. 

¥. 8. Inthe mountains, and in the valleys, and in 
ibe plains, and in the [prings, and in the wilderne/s, 
and in the fouth country, &c.] Which is a de- 
feription of the whole land of Canaan, fome parts 
of which were hills and mountains, others vales 
and champaign fields ; others were dry and barren, 
and others’ well watered; fome part of it lay to 
the north, as towards Lebanon, and others to the 
fouth towards Seir: the Hittites, the Amorites, and 
the Canaanites, the Perrizzites the Hivites, and the 
Febufites, which were the nations that inhabited 
the land of Canaan before it was taken and pof- 


and of other places were, ch. x. 29, 30.. the king 
of Adullam, one; a city. in the tribe of Fudab, che 
XV. 35. Jerom fays*, there was a village in his 
time, not, a fmall one, called by this name, ten 
miles to the eaft of Hleutheropolis: near to this place 
was a cave where David hid himfelf when he fled 
from Saul, 1 Sam. xxii: 1. fee the note on Mic. i 
cr. ; 
¥. 10. The king of Makkedab, one, &c.] In a 
cave near to which ‘five kings hid themfelves, and 
were taken out and hanged, and the city afterwards 
was taken by Fo/bua, ch. x. 16. which fell. to the 
lot of the tribe of Fudab, ch. xv. 41, the king of 
Bethel, one, a city near to 4, about a mile from 
it, and yet had a king over it: it was taken at the 
fame time that 4 was, ch. vii. 2. and viii. 17. and 
fell to the lot of Bexjamin, ch. xviii, 22. 

‘¥.17. The king of Tappuah one, &c.} Which Fe- 
rom calls ' Thaffu; it fignifies an apple,, and per- 
haps had its name from plenty of that fruit that 
grew there: a city of this name fell to the tribe 
of Fudab, ch. xv. 34. where alfo was another place 
called Beth-tappuah, ¥. 53. and both different from 
another Zappuab on the border of Manafféh, which 
belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, ch, xvii. 8. by 
fome thought to be meant here: the king of He- 
pher, one; mention is made of Gittab-Hepher as on 
the border of Zedulum, ch. xix. 13. the fame with 
Gath. Hepher, of which place was the prophet Fo- 
le dirachiey. nab, 2 Kings xiv. 25. and of the land of Hepher 
Waa id gs of Fericho one, &c.] Who was{in 1 Kings iv. 10, which is faid by Jerom, to be 
firft taken, and fo named firft, ch. vi. the king of in the fame tribe, and not far from Diocefarea or 
Ai, which is befide Bethel, one; who was next ta-| Zippore 5 and we read of a Chepher or Hepher in 
en's and though Bethel was fo near 4i, it had ajthe Sewifo writings ™, which, according to the ac- 
king of its own, after mentioned, fee ch. vii. and count of it there given, could not be far from the 
Vili. fd ae place, at leait it muft be lefs than 12 miles 

. 10. The king of Ferufalem, one, &c.| Whofe| from it. 

ue ate ee a ‘et one of the five kings| y. 18. The king of Aphek, one, &c.]_ There 
taken and hanged, ch. x. 1, 26. the king of He-|was a place called Apbekab in the tribe of Fudah, 
bron, one another of the five kings, whofe name|ch. xv. 53. and an Apbek that was on the border 
was Hobam, ch. x. 3. of the Amorites, ch, Xill. 4. and another -in the 

yi tf The king of Farmuth, one, &c.| Whofe|tribe of Aber, ch. xix. 30. but Adrichomins» places 
name was Pifam, a third of the five kings before}this <phek in the tribe of Iachar, whole king 
obferved: the king of Lachifb, one; another of} fo/bua {mote, and takes it to. be the fame place 
them, whofe name was Faphia, ch. x. 3. . where the Philiftines in the times of Samuel and 

ne 12, The king of Eglon, one, 8cc.} The laft) David brought their armies againft Ifracl, I Sam. 
of the five kings, and his name was Dedir, ch. x.|/iv. 1. and XXIX. 1. and where the king of Syria 
3. the king of Gezer, one, who came up to help | fought againft Tfrael, x Kings xx. 26. and fays, 
Lachifh, and his name was Horam, ch. x. 33. that its ruins were now fhewn in the great plain 

¥. 13. The king of Debir, one, &c.} ‘The fame} not far from Gilboa to the eaft of mount Carmel, 
with Kirjath Sepber, of which place fee ch. x. 38.{and five miles from Tabor : the king of Lafoaron, 
the king of Geder, one, Ferom® feems to confound | one; which, according to the Vulgate Latin verfion, 
this with the tower of Eder, beyond which Yacob|is the fame with Saron, which in Aas ix. 36. in 
pitched his tent, Ges. xxxv. 21. and he fpeaks of| fome copies is called Affaron; fo Adrichomius ¢, who 
a Gaddera in the tribe of ‘Fudab, in his time a vil-| places it in the tribe of Ephraim, and takes it to 
lage belonging to the country about ia or Fe-|be the fame Sharon, Tfaiab {peaks of, ch. xxxiii. Qe 
rufalem, and of Gabedur in the tribe of Fudah, al and XXXV. 2. and of which Yerom fays”, to this 
large village, 10 miles from Dio/polis or Lydda, as| day there is a country between Tador and the lake 
you go to Eleutheropolis : it feems to be the fame of Tiderias called Saronas, and alfo that from Cz- 
with Gederah, ch. xv. 36. or Gedor, ¥. 58. area of Palefline to the town of Foppa, all the 

y. 14. The king of Hormab, one, &c.] Which) land that is feen bears that name. , 
was formerly called Zephath, Fudg. i, 17. fee ch.| y. 19. The king of Madon, one, 8&cc.] Whole 
xv. 3. the king of Arad, one, perhaps the fame|name was Yobab, ch. xi. 1. the king of Haxor, one s 
with Arath, which Ferom ! fays, is the border of whofe name was Sabin, and of him and his city 
the land of Fudab, and is vo miles ye ae fee =f Res ch. rage Se eT Sec 

t ; umd, Xxi. 1. and Fudge. . 20. The king of Shimron-meron one, &c, 
Me A ees ae Ue ch. #iepy. this tide fell to the tribe of Zebulun, 
y. - # The king of Libnah, one, &c.] Taken ch. XiX. 15. the king of Achfbaph, one, fee ch, Xi. 1. 
at the fame time as the kings of Mekkedab, Debir, ithis city fell to the lot of er, ch. xix, 25. 


y. 21. 
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y. 21. The king of Taanach, one, 8c.) It was 
in the tribe of Manajfeh, ch. xvii. 11. Ferom fays', 
in his time it was a large village, diftant from Le- 
gion on the plain of Efdraelon three miles : the king 
of Megiddo, one ; which belonged to the fame tribe, 
ch. ‘xvii. 11. near this place were fome waters 
where the Canaanites fought with the Jraelites, 
Fude.v. 19. and a valley where Fofab was flain, 
2 Chron. Xxxv. 22. : 

¥. 22. The king of Kedefh, one, &c.) Which 
afterwards fell to the tribe of Naphtati, and was 
one of the cities of refuge, ch. xix. 37. and xx. 7. 
it was fituated in upper Galilee on mount Napb- 
tali, four miles from the city of Sepbef, and as 
many from Capernaum, and 20 miles from Tyrer: 
the king of fokneam of Carmel, one; a city that 
that came to the lot of the tribe of Zebulun, ch. 
xix. 11. and was given to the Levites, ch. xxi. 34. 
it was not far from mount Carmel, from whence 
it is defcribed. 

yr. 23. The king of Dor, in the coaft of Dor, one, 
&c.]. Of which fee ch. xi. 2. it fell to the lot of 
Manaffeb, but never was pofiefied by them, as were 
not Taanach and Megiddo, before mentioned, ch. 
xvii. 11. Fudg. i. 27. the king of the nations of 
Gilgal, one ; not the place where YFo/oua encamped 
after he had pafled Yordan, for that was then no 
city : the Sep/wagint verfion renders it the land of 
Galilee; and doctor Lightfoot* is of opinion, that, 
Galilee is meant, and in 1 Maccad. ix. 2. Galgala is 
fpoken of as near to Arbel a city in Galilee: ‘Fe- 
rom‘ takes this to be the fame with Galgulis, which 
in his time was a village fix miles from Axtipatris 
to the north. 

y. 24. The king of Tirzah, one, &c.] To what 
tribe this place fell is no where faid: dricho- 


CHA 


N this chapter Yo/bua is informed by the Lord, 

or put in mind, that part of the land of Ca- 
naan remained unconquered, and which it was; and 
is directed to divide the whole land among the 
nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manaffeb, y. 
1—g. and fince the two tribes of Reuben and Gad, 
and the other half tribe of Manaffeh had re- 
ceived their inheritance on the other fide Fordan, y. 
8. that is defcribed in general, ¥. g—14. and then 
the particular portion of Reuven, vy. 15—23. and 
of Gad, ¥. 24—28. and of the half tribe of Ma- 


naffeb, ¥. 29—33. 


y¥. 1. Now Fofbua was old and ftricken in years, 
&c.] How old he was cannot be faid precifely, 
but it is very probable, he was now about 100 
years of age, for he lived to be 110; and the land 
of Canaan was feven years in dividing, as the Fews 
generally fay, and it feems as if he did not live 
long after that: and the Lord [aid unto bim, either 
fpoke to him out of the tabernacle, or appeared 
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Ch, xin. ¥. 21- “a 
A Cindi saga 

mius » places it in the tribe of Manafeh; and fo 
ing“, who fays of it, that’ it was 


does wast it a fa 
and beautiful city, fituated on a a and ples a 


fant mountain, in the tribe of Manajeb, 2 
from Ferufalem to the north: here Feroboan 


£ 


O- 
toam had removed his court when his fon died, 
from where it was when he firft ereéted his idols ; 
compare 1 Kings xii. 25. with ch. xiv. 17. and fo 
it may argue that there was fome fpace between : 
it was, no doubt, a very pleafant and Beate ul 
city, as not only appears from its name, but from 
the allufion to it in Cant. vi. 4. all the kings thirty 
and one; it may feem ftrange that in fo fimall a 


ss 


3 
were 
not one and the fame town, it appears that 


country as Canaan was, there fhould be fo many 


kings in it, fince the length of it from Dana to 
Beerfoeba was icarce 160 miles, as Ferom ” fays 3 
who further obferves, that he was afhamed to give 
the breadth of it, left it fhould give occafion to 
heathens to blafpheme; for, adds he, from Foppa 
to our little village Betblebem (where they then, 
were) were 46 miles, to which fucceeded only a 
vaft defert: but it may be obferved, that in anti- 
ent times, in other countries there were a orea 

many kings, as here in Britain, and in hoe 
Spain, and Germany,.as bifhop Patrick has obfer- 
ved from feveral writers; and Strabo z teftifies the 
fame of the cities of Phenicia or Canaan, that 
they had each of them feparate kings, as Fo/bua 
here defcribes them. +i eth 
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through it and the infirmities of ir, he was unable 
to go out to war, and to finifh this work, which 
mutft be left to be done by others hereafter ; and. 
that he fhould with all expedition, fer about ano-. 
ther work he was capable of doing, before te 
died, which was the divifion’of the land among 
the tribes of J/rael. wet 
~¥. 2. This is the land that yet remaineth, eo é 
Unconquered and unenjoyed, namely, what is af- 
ter defcribed; and this account is given for Fofoua’s 
information, that he might know what to divide, 
and for the people of J/rae/’s fake, that they might 
know what they had a right to a claim upon; what 
they fhould endeavour to poffefs themfelves of,” 
and what the Lord would deliver into their hands, 
provided they were obedient to his will, for be- 
caufe they were not, hence many of thefe places - 
never came into their poffeffion, though divided to 
them by lot: all the borders of the Philiftines ; 
whofe country bordered and tay upon the fhores of 
the Mediterranean fea, in the fouth-weft of the 


to him in a dream or vifion: thou art old and\\land of Canaan: and all Gefouri, the principal city 


Stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much 
land to be poffeffed ; that is, very much of the land 
of Canaan, which God had promifed to Abraham, 
yet remained unconquered by Yofhua, and unpof- 
feffed by the children of J/rae/,; and the old age 


of Fofbua is obferved, to intimate to him eal fie Farchi and Kimchi interpret of the 


belonging to it is faid to be in Syria, 2 Sam. xv. 8. 
and had a king over it in the times of David, 
2 Sam. iii. 3. and feems never to have come into 
the hands of the J/raelites. , 

¥. 3. From Sibor, which is before Egypt, 


Nile, 
4 Ib. fol..gs. D. * Adrichom. Theatrum, p. 104. * Chorograph. Cent. c. 88. % t De 
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Nile, and fo that river is called, Fer. ii. 18. it|fpeaks of a place called Gabale, and is now called 


feems to have this name from the waters of it be- 
ing black and turbid ; and hence it was called by 
the Greeks, Melas; and by the Latins, Melo; tho’ 
it is thought, that not properly the river itfelf is 
here meant, which did not reach to the borders of 
Paleftine, but a branch of it, a rivulet from it, for 
fo a traveller * writes, ‘* in a journey of about five 
“© days from Gaza towards Egypt, the hithermoft 
** arm of the Nile, is received by the fea and is 
“ commonly called Carabus:” even unto the bor- 
ders of Ekron northward; that is, from the fouth- 
weit of Paleftine, near to which was the river Nile, 
to the northern part of it, where ftood the princi- 
pality of Ekron, one of the five which belonged 
to the Philiftines : which is counted to the Canaanite; 
which was reckoned as’ belonging to the pofterity 
of Canaan, though the Pbiliftines got pofieffion of 
it, who defcended from Mizraim; and indeed it 
was only accounted as belonging to Canaan and 
his fons ; of right and according to the grant of 
God, it belonged to the feed of Abrabam: five 
lords of the Philiftines; who had not kings as other 
countries and cities in the land of Canaan had, 
and their cities were called lordfhips, principalities, 
and not kingdoms, and are as follow: the Ga- 
zathites, and the Afbdothites, the Efbkalonites, the 
Gittites, and the Ekronites; fo called from Gaza, 
Afpdod, Afcalon, Gath, and Ekron, the cities they 
were in poffeffion of: alfo the Avites; it is not 
certain whether thefe were a diftinét principality 
from the other five, or a people difperfed amongft 
them; which feems moft likely, fince thofe were 
the original inhabitants, but were driven out or de- 
ftroyed by the Pdiliftines, though it feems fome 
remained and dwelt among them; fee Deut. ii. 
23. » 

y¥. 4. From the fouth, all the land of the Ca- 
naanites, &c.] That is, of thofe Canaanites who 
were particularly fo called, in diftinction from thofe 
of the other nations or tribes, and who dwelt in 
feveral parts of the land, fome in the eaft and 
others in the weft, fee ch. xi. 3. and as it feems 
here, fome in the fouth: now onthe fide of the 
fouth, as Kimchi interprets it, all the land of the 
Canaanites was left, that is, remained unconquered 
and not poffeffed : and Mearab that is befide the Si- 
donians; the inhabitants of Sidon, and parts adja- 
cent: what this place was which belonged to the 
Sidonians, for fo it may better be rendered, is not 
certain; fome take it to bea cave belonging to 
them: Sandys * {peaks of anumber of caves cut out 
of the rock in thofe parts, called the caves of the Si- 
donians, and afterwards the caves of Tyre ; fo it is 
interpreted by the Zargum, and in the Syriac and 
Arabic verfions ; others take it to be the river Ma- 
goras, Pliny‘ makes mention of as on the borders 
of Lebanon near Zidon and Berytus: mention is 
made of the waters of Mearab along with the wa- 
ters of Tiberias in Fewifh writings*; but rather 
fomething of more importance than a cave or a 
river is meant; moft likely a tract of land near 
‘Sidon, and which belonged to it, and reached, unto 
Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites; of this place 
fee the note on ch. xii. 18. 

¥. 5. And the land of the Giblites, &c.| This 
was another country that remained unconquered ; 
the Greeks call it Byd/us, and near to which Phiny* 


Gibyles it is‘ faid to be ‘* pleafantly fituated by the 
** fea-fide, and at prefent it contains, but a little 
‘* extent of ground, but yet more than enough 
“* for the {mall number of its inhabitants :” it was 
in greater {plendor, and its inhabitants of more 
fame in the times of Ezekiel, Ezek. xxvii. 9. and 
all Lebanon toward the fun-rifing ; or eaft of the 
land; all that inhabited that mountain remained 
unconquered, though the conquett was carried as 
far as the borders thereof: from Baal-gad under 
mount Hermon; of which fee ch. xi. 17. unto the 
entering into Hamath; which was the north border 
of the land; fee Numb. xxxiv. 8. 

¥. 6. All the inhabitants of the bill-country, 8c.} 
Not in Judea, but in and about Lebanon, as fol- 
lows: from Lebanon unto Mifrephoth-maim;, of 
which, fee ch. xi. 8. and all the Sidonians; the in- 
habitants of the ancient city of Sidon, and the vil- 
lages and lands belonging to it: thefe remained 
unconquered, and never were poffefied by the J/- 
raclites: them will I drive out from before the cbil- 
dren of Ifrael; which, though it may have a fpe- 
cial refpeét unto the Sidonians, with whom the 
claufe is clofely connected, yet may include all the 
above Jands.unconquered, out of which, as well as 
Sidon, the Lord promifes to drive the inhabitants, 
to make way for the children of. J/rael; that is, 
on condition of their obedience, for it appears that 
not only the Sidomians but many others, even the 
chief, and moft of thofe mentioned were never 
pofiefied by them: only divide thou it by lot unto the 
Tfraelites for an inheritance; that is, the whole 
land, as Abarbdinel rightly remarks, both what was 
fubdued and what was not; that was the bufineis” 
and all the bufinefs ¥o/bua had now to do; he was 
not to be employed in making any further con- 
quefts, but leave them to others, and apply him- 
felf to the divifion of the land by lot, to the tribes 
that as yet had no portion affigned them: as I 
have commanded thee; now, at this time, 

y. 7. Now therefore divide this land for an inhe-+ 
ritance, &c.] Having the command and authority 
of God for it, he was to fet about it at once, with 
all diligence and application: unto the nine tribes ; 
of Judah, Simeon, Benjamin, Dan, Ephraim, Ze- 
bulun, Iffachar, Afber, and Napbtali, in which or- 
der they are placed, when the Lord gave to Moj/es 
the names of the men that fhould divide the: land 
under Eleazar and Fofhua, Numb, xxxiv. 16—28. 
and the balf-tribe of Manaffeh, that half which 
had no inheritance on the other fide Jordan, and 
for which a prince of the children of Fo/eph was 
appointed to divide, Numb. xxxiv. 23. 

y¥. 8. With whom the Reubenites and the Gadites 
have received their inheritance, &c.| That is, along 
with the half tribe of Manaffeb, but not with that 
half of it before. mentioned, who was to have a 
divifion of a part with the nine tribes, but with 
the other half of the tribe fettled beyond Fordan; 
with them the tribes of Reuben and Gad had re- 
ceived their portion at their own requeft, and fo 
were to have no fhare in the prefent diftribution : 
which Mofes gave them beyond ‘fordan eaftward ; at 
their defire, and upon certain conditions, to be 
performed by them, fee’ Numb, xxxii. even as 
Mofes the fervant of the Lord gave them ; this cha- 
ratter of Mofes as the fervant of the Lord, feems 
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to be obferved to fhew that he gave the faid tribes 
their inheritance, according to the will of God and 
in obedience to it: here end the words of the 
Lord to Fofhua, and next follows an account of 
the land given to the two tribes and a half de- 
{cribed by the writer of this book. 

Xy. 9. From Arcer that is on the bank of the 


river Arnon, &c.| A city belonging to Moab, from|¥ 


whence the defcription begins, the river Arnon, on 
which it was fituated, being the border between 
Moab and the Amorites, Numb. xxi. 13: and the 
city that is in the midft of the river; or even the 
city ; meaning the fame city of Aroer, it lying both 
on the bank, of it, and in the middle of it, or it 
was a double city, as may feem from Jf xvii. 2. 


and fo differently fituated at that river: and all the 


plains of Medeba unto Dibon; of thefe two places, 


fee Numb. xxi. 30. between them lay a plain, which 


fome take to be the plain of Moab; but it rather 


feems to be a plain that was between thefe two 


places, and according to ¥. 17. Dibon itfelf was 
in a plain. 

¥. 10. And all the cities of Sibon king of the Amo- 
rites, which reigned in Hefhbon, &c.) A city he 
took from the Moadites, and made it his royal 
feat, Numb. xxi. 26: unto the border of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, which was the river Fabbok, Deut. 
1ijgi 6, 


y. 11. And Gilead, &c.}. The land of Gilead, 


which was part of the kingdom of Og, half of 


which was given to Reuben, and the other half to 
Gad: and the border of the Gefburites and Maa- 
chathites ; of which fee Deut. iii. 14: 
mount Hermon ; called alfo Sirion, Shenir and Sion, 


Deut. iii. g. and iv. 48: and all Bafhan unto Sal- 


cab another part of the dominions of Og, Deut. 
ill, 10. 


y¥. 12. All the kingdom of Og in Bafhan, who 
reigned in Afbtaroth and in Edrei, &c.| See the 
note on ch, xii. 4.: who remained of the remnant of 
the giants ;. was defcended from thofe that remain- 


ed in Astaroth, atter the reft were cut off by Ce- 


dorlaomer, Gen. xiv. 5. Called there the Rephaim, as 


here: for thefe did Mofes /mite, and caft them out , 


that is, not only the giants, but the inhabitants of 


the above kingdom, the greateft part of them ; 
for the Ge/burites and the Maachathites are excepted 
in the following vere. 


y. 13. Neverthele/s the children of Irael expelled 


not the Gefourites, nor the Maachathites, &c.] Nei- 


ther in the times-of Mo/fes, nor in the times of 


Fofoua: but the Gefburites and the Maachathites 
dwell among the Ifraelites until this day; in full 
poffeffion of their cities unmolefted ; yea, in after- 
times they became feparate and diftiné& kingdoms ; 
for we read both of the king of Gefbur, and of the 
king of Maachah, 2 Sam. iii. 3, and x. 6. 

¥.14. Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none 
inberitance, 8c.) Neither the Lord, nor Mo/es by 
his order, nor did he appoint any inheritance for 
them, either beyond Yordan, or on this fide it, for 
the Lord was to be their inheritance, Numb. xviii. 
20: the facrifices of the Lord God of Ifrael made 
by fire are their inheritance, as he faid unto them, 


Deut, xvii. 1. and which are put for the whole of 


what-was granted to them for their: fubfiftence, as 
tithes, firft-fruits, €@c. 

¥.15. And Mofes gave unto the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Reuben inheritance according to their fami- 
lies. | According to the number of them, and 
fuficient for them. 
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y. 16. And their coaft was from Aroer that is on 
the bank of the river Arnon, &c.| As the country 


of Sibon is defcribed, ¥. 9. from whence it appears » 


that it was his country which was given to Keuben, 
though not ‘all of it: and the city that is in the 
midft of the river; fee the note on ¥. 9: and all 
the plain by Medeba, which reached unto Dibon, 


“4 17. Hefbbon, and all her cities that are in the 


plain, &c.] Which was by Medeba, and reached 


to Dibon: Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal- 
meon ; Dibon was rebuilt by Gad, though it be-. 
longed to Reuben, and perhaps was inhabited by 
both, being on the borders of each ; and Bamoth- 
baal fignifies the high places of Baal; fee Numb. 
xxii. 41. perhaps this is the fame with Bamoth in 
the valley, Numb. xxi. 20. and Beth-baal-meon is 
the"fame with Baal-meon in Numb. xxxii. 38. where 
it is highly probable was a temple of Baal, fince 
both Beth fignifies an houfe, and meg an habi- 
tation. 

yy. 18. And Fabaza, &c.] Called Fahazx, Numb. 
xxii. 23. where the battle was fought between Si- 
hon and Ifrael: and Kedemeth ; near to which was 
a wildernefs, which took its name from it, from 
whence Mo/es fent mefiengers with words of peace 
to Sihon, Deut. ii. 26: and Mephaath ; thought 
to be the Maipha of Ptolemy‘, here Ferom fays *, 
in his time was a garrifon of Roman foldiers, be- 
‘caufe of the defart that was near. It was a city, 
with its fuburbs, given to the Levifes, as were 
the two preceding, ch. xxi. 36,37. Adrichomius* 
takes it to be the fame with Malle, which fo/e- 
phus fays ' was called the city of the ftrangers. 

¥. 19. And Kirjathaim, and Sibmah, &c.) Of 
which fee the note on Numb. xxxii. 3, 37, 38: and 
Zareth-Jboabar, in the mount of the valley, which 
was built on one of the mountains that looked over 
the valley of Moad, as did Nebo, Pifgah, Abarim; 
perhaps it is the fame place Fo/ephus * calls Zara, 
to which he joins the valley of the Cilicians, and 
mentions it along with He/bbon, ‘Medeba, and other 
cities of Moab; according to Adrichomius', it was’ 
in the mount of the valley of Beth-peor, which 
next follows. 

y. 20. And Beth-peor, &c. |. So called from 
Peor the idol of the Moadites, and where very like- 
ly there had been a temple built to the honour of 
it; over-again{t this place was a valley, where 
Hrael abode fome time, Deut. iii: 29: and Afp- 
dod-pifgah , of which fee Deut. iii. 17: and Beth-- 
jefoimoth ; of which fee Numb. xxxiii. 4gi 

¥. 21. And all the cities of the plain, &e.) In 
the champain country, as well as thofe in the moun- 
tainous part: and all the kingdom of Sibon; or, as 
Mafius renders the words, which all had been the 
kingdom of Sibon , for the whole kingdom of Si- 
hon was not given to Reuben, only a part of it, 
and the reft to Gad, as in ¥. 27: king of the Amo- 
rites, which reigned in Hefhbon, asin ¥.10: whom 
Mofes mote with the princes of Midian, Evi, and 
Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba; not at the 
fame time that Sibon was {mitten by him, but af- 
terwards in a war with Midian, Numb. xxxi. 8. 
where their names are given as here; and there 
they are called kings of Midian, petty kings, 
and, as it feems by what follows, were fubjeé to 
Sihon, and therefore are here mentioned: which 
were dukes of Sibon dwelling in the country; for 
Midian, as Kimchi {uppofes, and not without rea- 
fon, was under the government of Sion, and thefe 
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were his nobles, though they dwelt in the land of|the Septuagint verfion here, it is called Daidon, per- 
Midian. - ™ haps the fame with Dibon, the tribe of Gad rebuilt, 
¥. 22. Balaam alfo the fon of Beor the foothfayer\and is called Dibon-gad, Numb. xxxii. 34. and 
did the children of Ijrael flay with the fword, 8c.|\xxxiii. 45. unlefs Lidbar here fhould be the fame 
At the fame time that the princes of Midian were|with Lodebar in Gilead, 2 Sam. xvii. 27. 
flain, and which is alfo obferved in Numd, xxxi, 8. 
fee the note. Kimchi fuppofes, that he returned|fame with Beth-hbaran, Numb. xxxii. 36. fee the 
to Midian on hearing that the counfel he gave to|note there: and Beth-nimrab, fometimes called 
them, to enfnare J/rae/ with their daughters, had|Nimrab, Numb, xxxii. 3, 36. near to which were 
taken effect, in order to receive his wages, and fo|fome waters, called the waters of Nimrim, If. xv. 
received his righteous doom and juft reward; it}6. It was in Ferom’s ® time a large village; it 
is commonly faid by the Zeiws™, that he was flain|feems to have its name from leopards, which per- 
by Phinebas : among them that were flain by them ;\haps had their haunts hereabout: avd Succoth ; the 
among the above princes, and the common fol-|place where 7acob pitched his tent after he had 
diers, of which there was a great flaughter; even|pafled over Fabbok: it is called in the Ferufalem 


all the males of Midian were flain, Numb. xxi. 7. 
¥.23. And the border of the children of Reuben 
was Fordan, and the border thereof, &c.] As their 


Talinud * Thaarabah : and Zepbon ; which in the 
fame Talmud is Amatho or Amathus, which Ferom 
fays‘ is a village beyond Yordan, 21 miles from 


border eaftward was droer on the river Arnon, fo} Pella to the fouth, though he places it in the tribe 
their border weftward was the river Jordan: this\of Reuben: the reft of the kingdom of Sibon king of 
was the inheritance of the children of Reuben after| Hefhbon, which was not given to the tribe of 
their families, the cities, and the villages thereof ;;Reuben, y. 21. Jordan and bis border; that is, 
which Mojes gave them on the other fide ‘Yordan ;|the cities which were near it, as Kimchi; or that 


and next follows an account. of the inheritance of 
the tribe of Gad in thofe parts. 
¥. 24. And Mofes gave inheritance unto the tribe 


were upon the bank of it, as Farchi : even unto 
the edge of the fea of Cinneroth; the fame with the 
lake of Genefarethb, Luke v. 1. on the other fide 


of Gad, &c.] On the other fide Yordan, as he did! ¥ordan eaf-ward; the other from that in which the 


to Reuben: even unto the children of Gad, accora-| 


inheritance of Gad lay, which was beyond Jordan, 


ing to their families; according to the number and: from the land of Canaan. 


largenefs of them, dividing to each their part and 
portion. 


¥.28. This is the inheritance of the children of 
Gad after their families, 8cc.\ As defcribed in the 


¥. 25. And their coaft was Fazer, &c.| Their| preceding verfes: the cities and their villages; the 
fouthern coaft; of Fazer, fee Numb. xxi. 32./cities given them, fome of which are mentioned by 
where it is called Faazer, and is mentioned in //|name, and the villages adjacent and belonging to 


xvi. 8. and in er. xlviii. 32..where it is {poken of as 
a city of Moaé, as it was in the days of thofe pro- 
phets: and all the cities of Gilead, which lay in 
‘thofe -parts, for the whole was not given to this 
tribe, half of Gzlead was given to the half tribe of 
Manafeh, ¥. 31: and half the land of the children 
of Ammon; not what then belonged to them, but 
what had been taken from them by the Amorites ; 
and which J/rael taking from them; had a right 
to retain, though they were forbid meddling with 
any of their land in prefent poffeffion ; fee Deut. 
li. 19. Judg. Xi. 13—24 : unto Aroer that is before 
Rabbath , 2roer was a city of Moab, fituated on 
the river Arnon, ¥. 9. and ftood over-againtt Rad- 
bath, a city of the Amorites, fince called Pbila- 
delphia, the fame that Foad took, 2 Sam, xii. 26. 
though Reland thinks °, that according to the fitu- 
ation of thefe cities another Aroer mutt be here 
meant, and, which belonged to the dmorites. 
¥.26. and from Hefhbon unto Ramath-mizpeb, 
and Betontm, &c.| . This was their coaft from the 
fouth to the north, and,.fo defcribes their eaftern 
border, which reached from He/hbon, given to the 
tribe of Reuben, y¥.7., to thefe places mentioned ; 
Ramath - mizpeh, the fame, with Ramoth -gilead, 
which Yerom ° {ays was a. village in his time, and 
lay 15 miles from Philadelphia or Rabbath before 
mentioned, to the eaft ;.it fhould be to: the weft ; 
of Betonim we no where elfe read, ic feems to have 
been ‘near to Ramath: and from Mabanaim unto 
the border. of Debir ; the former of thefe was the 


them were included in them. 

¥. 29. And Mojfes gave inheritance unto the half 
tribe of Manaffeh, 8ec.] Whether at their requeft 
or of himfelf, there being land enough for them, 
and the two tribes of Gad and Reuben, is not cer- 
tain: and this zs the poffeffion of the half tribe of 
Manaffeh by their families ; which is after related 
and defcribed. 

¥. 30. And their coaft was from Mabanaim, &c.] 
A place in the tribe of Gad, ¥. 26. which was the 
boundary of the half tribe that way: al/ Bahan, 
fo famous for its oxen, and for pafturage for them, 
and. for. its oaks, called by ‘ofephus Batanea: all 
the kingdom of Og king of Bafhan; which befides 
Bafhan, took in the kingdom of Argod or Trachoni- 
tis, half the land of Gilead, all which was poffefled 
by the half tribe of Manaffeh, fee Deut. iii. 13 : 
and all the towns of Fair, which are in Bafban, 
threefcore cities; of Fair, and his. relation to Ma- 
najjeb, and of his taking thefe cities, and the num- 
ber of them, fee Numb, xxxiii. 41. Deut. iii. 


45 14. 

¥. 31. And half Gilead, &c.] The other half 
not given to the Gadites, who had that half of 
it which Szbon pofflefled, and the tribe of Manaffeh 
that half of it which Og poffeffed, fee Deut. iii. 
12, 13. and Afbtaroth, and Edret, cities of the king- 
dom of Og in Bafhan ; which are particularly men- 
tioned, becaufe royal cities, ¥. 12. fee Deut. i. 4. 
were pertaining unto the children of Machir the fon 
of Manaffeh; and who was his only fon; how- 


place where the angels met Yacob, and who gavelever to. his pofterity only was this inheritance 
it the name from thence ; and in after-times a city |given, though not to them all: even to one half of 
of this name. was built there, and was near thejthe children of Machir, by their families; which 
river .Jebbok, Gen. xxxii..2. Dedir is different}feems to, confirm it, that Manajeb had no other 
from that in the tribe of Judeb, ch. xv. 15. in|fon, fince his whole pofterity, both the half tribe 
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¥.27. And in thé valley, Beth-aram, 8c.) The 


a 
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on the other fide, as well as that in the land ofjany inheritance, &c.] Neither on the other fide 
Canaan, were denominated from him; though he|Yordan, nor did he order them any in Canaan; but 
feems to have had another’ fon, who perhaps died]exprefsly declared they were to have no part in the 
without iffue, 1 Chron. vii. 14. divifion of it, though they were his own tribe; 

¥. 32. Thefe are the countries which Mofes did\which fhows him to be a difinterefted man, that 
diftribute for inberitance in the plains of Moab, &c.]\he faithfully obferved the orders and inftruétions 
Which is particularly defcribed, that each might|the Lord gave him: the Lord God of Ifrael was 
know their proper’ portion: on che other fide For- their inheritance, as he aid unto them what was 
dan by ‘Fericho eaffward; of the land of Canaan ;|given to the Lord out of the facrifices, and the 
of Fordan by Fericho, fee the note on Numb. tithes, and firft-fruits, that were theirs ; fee Numb. 
XXil. I. xviii. 20, Se, Deut. xviii. 1, &e, 

¥. 33. But unto the tribe of Levi Mofes gave not 
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’ fee chapter proceeds to give an account of| Manaffeh and Ephraim, Sc.) For the birth-right 

the countries divided to the children of J/-|being forfeited by Reuben, was given to Fofeph, 
rael in the land of Canaan, y¥. 1—5. but previous|who had the double portion, the privilege of the 
to that divifion relates the claim of Caleb to He-|firft-born ; by which means the number of the 
bron, through a promife made unto him by Mo/es|twelve tribes was kept up in the divifion of the 
forty-five years ago, upon his report of the good|land, though that of Levi had no fhare in it; and 
land, whither he was fent a fpy by him, ¥. 6—12.|which is alfo a reafon why they had none, that Fo- 


and the grant which Yo/bua made of it to him,with 
his bleffing, ¥. 13—15. 


y. 1. And thefe are the countries which the chil- 
dren of Ifrael inberited in the land of Canaan, &c.] 
Of which an exact account is given in the follow- 
ing chapters, particularly in the xv, xvi", xvii", 
xviii and xix" chapters : which Eleazar the prieft, 
and Fofhua the fon of Nun, and the heads of the fa- 
thers of the tribes of the children of Ifrael diftribu- 
ted for an inheritance unto them namely, 10 princes, 
one of each tribe, who with Eveazar and Yofbua, 
were appointed of the Lord by name to do this 
bufinefs, even feven years ago, before their en- 
trance into the land of Canaan, Numb. xxxiv. 
17—29. 

- Es By lot was their inheritance, &c.] Every 


eph’s two fons might be reckoned two tribes ; 
therefore they gave no part unto the Levites in the 
land ; to make way for the fons of Fo/eph to have 
the double portion: fave cities to dwell in; and 
that only, for they might not fell them, as other 
Traelites could theirs: with their fuburbs, for their 
cattle, and for their fubhtance; the Targum is, “* for 
all their beafts, and for their cattle ;”’ that is, for 
convenient places to put them into, and for paftu- 
rage for them ; which Kimchi and Ben Melech in- 
terpret of their larger and leffer cattle, their herds 
and their flocks, their oxen and fheep. 

¥. 5. 4s the Lord commanded Mofes, fo the chile — 
dren of Ifrael did, &c.] Particularly with refpeét 
to the divifion of the land, and making provifion 
for the Levites; this they did by their heads and 
reprefentatives, the high-prieft and chief ruler, and 


tribe had its part and portion affigned to it, by the|the princes of the feveral tribes: and they divided 
cafting of lots; which was done to prevent any|the Jand, met about it, and began to take mea+ 
future quarrels, animofities and ftrifes among the|fures in order to do it; they prepared for it, tho” 
tribes, the difpofition being of the Lord; and tolas yet it was not actually done, and previous to it 
fhew the exact agreement between the lot and the di-|was the following incident. 
vine predictions by Facob and Mojes; and to make| y. 6. Then the children of Fudab came unto ‘fofhua 
it appear that the divifion of the land was not ow-|7 Gilgal, 8&c.] Whither he was returned after the 
ing to the private combination of the above men,|conqueft of the kings and their kingdoms ; thefe 
and their private fettlement of it; but to the pro-/were not the whole tribe of Fudab, but fome of 
vidence of God, the director of the lot; their chief|the chief men of it who accompanied Caleb, for 


bufinefs was to fee that the lot was executed in a 
faithful manner, and that every tribe had its allot- 
ment according to it. In this, Canaan was a type 
of the heavenly inheritance, which the faints ob- 
tain by-lot, in and through Chrift, the antitypical 
Fofhua, Eph. i. 11. as the Lord commanded by the 
hand of Mofes, Numb. xxvi. 55, 56. for the nine 
tribes, and for the half tribe; fee ch. xiii. 7. the 
reafon why this number of them is particularly 
mentioned, follows. 

y. 3. And Mofes had given the inberitance of two 
tribes, and an half tribe, on the other fide Fordan, 
&c.} The two tribes of Gad and Reuben, and the 
half tribe of Manaffeb, whofe inheritance is de- 
{cribedin the preceding chapter: but unto the Le- 
vites, be gave none inheritance among them ; this is 
frequently obferved, that it might-be taken notice 
of, to fhew the difintereftednefs of Mo/es in this af- 
fair, Levi being his own tribe ; and to recommend 
the care of the Levites to the other tribes, accord- 
ing to the provifion God had made for them. 

¥. 4. For the children of Fofeph were two tribes, 


ithe honour of him, as Ben Gerfom obferves ; he be- 


ing their prince ; and to fecond his petition, and 
to fhew their confent unto, and an approbation of 
fuch an affignment to him as he defired: and Ca- 
leb the fon of Fepbunneh the Kenezite, faid unto 
him; whether Caleb or Fephunneb is called the Ke- 
nizite, and what the reafon of the name, are not 
very material ; and of which fee the note on Numb. 
xxxil. 12. and as Caleb was perfonally and fingly 
concerned in the following affair, he alone ad- 
drefied Fo/bua, attended with fome principal men 
of his tribe: thou knowe/t the thing the Lord faid 
unto Mofes the man of God, concerning thee and me, 
in Kadefh-barnea ; the place from whence the fpies 
were fent, and whither they returned to Mojes 
there, of whom Ca/ed {peaks with great refpect and 
veneration, which he knew would be very pleafing — 
and endearing to Yo/bua, who could not but re- 
member what had been faid by him concerning — 
himfelf, and Caleb, though it was now forty-five — 
years ago; it being fo very ftriking and memora- 
ble, that enly two of that generation then pre- 
nt, 
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fent, fhould enter into the land of Canaan, the 
fulfilment of which, in all its circumftances, they 
had lived to fee. — . . 
y¥. 7. Forty years old was IT, when Mofes the Jer- 
vant of the Lord.-fent me from Kadefb barnea, to 
efpy out the land, &c.} Not he alone, but eleven 
more with him, one out of every tribe; his age 
he mentions, and of which, or near it, it is highly 
probable the reft of the fpies were, to fhew that he 
and they were in the prime of their days, both as 
to bodily ftrength and intellectual capacity, which 
were requifite for fuch fervice as to fpy out the|Zgypt, after which they wandered in the wildernefs 
land, of what quality that and its inhabitants were ;|38 yea4s, fo that they had now been in the land 
and Mojes he calls the fervant of the Lord, be-|of Canaan feven years ; and from hence the Fewifh 
caufe it was by the order and appointment of God, |chronologers * gather, that the land was feven years 
fignified to Mo/es, that this was done; and. the|in. fubduing, and which their commentators in ge- 
place from whence they were fent forth is named,|neral take notice of. Maimonides feems to be dif- 
which afcertains what that Kade/b was, where J/rae/|plealed with the rads for calling the wildernefs, 
was encamped when the fpies were fent, Numé.\thro’ which the J/raelites travelled, the defart of wan- 
xiii. 26. and I brought him word again, as it was dering; butit appears from hence to be a very proper 
in mine heart ; that is, he gave to Mo/es upon his|epithet of it, and Kade the place where they were 
return a fincere, honeft and faithful reprefentation |firft threatened, that they fhould be wanderers in 
of the land, and its inhabitants, as it appeared to/the wilderne!s for fuch a time, had the additional 
hin name of Barzea, which fignifies the fon of a wan- 
¥. 8. Neverthele/s, my brethren that went up with\derer: and now, lo, I am this day 85 years old; 
me, &c.] Meaning the reft of the fpies, except-} being. 40 years of age when fent a {py into the 
ing’ Fofbia, that went up, with him into the land|land, y. 7. 38 years he was with J/rae/_in the wil- 
of Candan to fpy it, which they might be properly;Gernefs, and feven years more fince they entered 
faid to do, fince they went up a hill or mountain,|into the land, in all 85: there is no neceffity of 
in order to go into it, Numb. xiii. 17. made the underftanding it, that this was his. precife birth- 
heart of the peéple mel!, difcoutaged them, filled’ day, but that about this time, or that he was now 
them with fears, funk their fpirits, that their hearts|compleatly of fuch an age, which was more. by 
flowed, and became as weak as water, having no}15 years than the age of man in common at that 
ftrength left in them, or hope of poffefiing thej time, fee jad Oh (le 
land; being told what ftout and gigantic men| Yy. 11. 4s yet I am as firong this day, as I was in 
the inhabitants of it were, and how itrongly for-| rhe day that Mofes fent me, 8c.) ‘To fpy the land, 
tified were their cities: dut I wholly followed the) 45 years ago ; fuggefting that he was as found in 
Lord my God ; and did not join with them in anjhis mind, underftanding, judgment and memory, 
ill report of the good land; but having the fear|and as hale, {trong and robutt in his body now, 
of God before his eyes, walked after that, and}as he had been fo long ago; which was a wonder- 
delivered in his report faithfully, according to the|ful inftance of the care of divine providence over 
diétates of his confcience, and the real fentiments|him in upholding him in life, and continuing him 
of his mind; of this phrafe, fee the note on|in vigour and health at fuch an age, when the car- 
Numb. xiv, 24. cafles of fo many thoufands had pined away and 
¥.9. And Mofes fware on that day, faying, &c,]\fell in the wildernefs : as my firength was, then, even 
Or declared the oath of the Lord, for it was thel/o is my firength now for war; he had the fame 
Lord that fware to what follows ; fee Deu. i, 34,{{trength of body, and coutage of mind to engage 
35, 36. furely the land whereon thy feet have trod-\in warlike enter prifes, ashe had. fo many years 
den, foall be thine inberitance, and thy children for\ago; and this he the rather mentions, to. prevent 
ever; not the whole land of Canaan, nor all thejany objection Fo/bua might make to. the giving of 
parts of it Caleb travelled through, but particularly | 4edron to him, fince being inhabited by giants, it 
Hebron ; which though not exprefsly mentioned|required a large fhare of ftrength and courage to 
-in the aforefaid oath, yet was’ underftood andjattempt the conqueft of it: but Caled had ftrength 
known to be the meaning of it, and which Fo/bua\both to go out, and to come in ; to do any civil bu- 
by the following grant owned, and it is elfewhere|finefs, to prefide over his tribe, or to govern any 
exprefsly affirmed, Fudg. i. 20. and it is remarked, city, and. its appendages, that. fhould be put into 
that it is not faid they, but be came to Hebron, |his hands. sa! oak 
Numb. xiii. 22. that is Caleb, fo that it was lite-| ¥. 12., Now therefore give me this mountain, 
rally true that his feet had trodden there: now|whereof the Lord fpake in that day, &c.) The 
the reafon of this oath, and the inheritance affured|mountainous part of the country, the hill-country 
by it to Caleb, was, becaufe thou haft wholly fol- of: Fudea, in which Hebron, Debir, and other ci- 
lowed the Lord thy God; in all his ways, and with|ties were; for it was not one particular city only, 
Full ‘purpofe of heart, and particularly had acted |that Caleb requefted, but a large tract of ground ; 
the upright and faithful part in the report he made|/or thou beardeff in that day, how the duakim were 
of the good land ; fee the note on Numb. xiv.| there, and that the cities were great and fenced; 
D7 a sae, = poe: a Tat. Coe giants, called Anakin, dwelt in the moun- 
“"¥. 10, And now bebold, the Lord hath kept me|tainous. country, and their cities, | Hebron, Debir 
glive, as be faid, ec.| Had upheld him in life,}and dnab were very large, and well fortified ; this 
and preférved him from many dangers in the wil-|7o/bua heard at the time. the {pies were fent into 
dernefs ; and had continued him not only in life,{the land, he being one of them ; and this he heard, 
RP . not 


but in health to that day, according to his promife 
to him, that he would bring him into the land of 
Canaan, and that he fhould fee and poffefs it, Numb, 
xiv. 24. Deut. i, 36. thefe forty and five years, even 
ince the Lord /pake this word unto Mofes, and while 
the children of [/rael wandered in the wilderne/s 
not that the children of L/rae/ were wandering in 
the wildernefs 45 years, but it was while they were 
in the wildernefs this word or promife, concerning 
Caleb, was fpoken by the Lord to Mo/es; and it 
was in the fecond year of their coming out of 
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not from the report of the fpies, but from the peo- 


ple of the country, and therefore muft know that 
to conquer thefe men, and fubdue their cities, was 


an arduous undertaking ; but fince he had ftrength 
and courage, he hoped his requeft would be grant- 


ed: if fo be the Lord will be with me; which he 
{pake not as doubting of his prefence and power 


to be with him, and affift him, but as placing his 


confidence therein, and diftrufting his own power 
and ability, having no dependence on thar, but 
believing that the Lord, or, as the Targum, the 
Word of the Lord, would be with him for his help : 
then, fays he, I fhall be able to drive them out, as 


FYOSHUA 


becaufe he wholly followed the Lord God of Ifrael 5 
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as in ¥. 8, 9. Hebron fignifies fellowfhip or com- 
munion; and this in a fpiritual fenfe is very de- 
firable by all the people of God, as Hebron was by 
Caleb, even communion with God, Father, Son 
and Spirit, with angels and faints, both now and 
hereafter ; and they are willing to engage with 
their fpiritual enemies in the name and ftrength 
of Chrift, though ever fo potent, may they but 
enjoy this bleffing, and which is more or lefs grant- 
ed to all the hearty, fincere and-faithful followers of 
Chrift ; fee Fobn xiv. 2123. 1 Fobni. 3, 7, 
y.15. And the name of Hebron before, was Kir- 


the Lord faid , that is, to drive the Anakim out of|jath-arba, &c.] According to Ferom », it had its 


their cities, or out of the mountains, the caves 


and dens there, to which they betook themfelves, 


fince the taking of Hebron, Debir and Anab by 
Fofbua, ch. xi. 22. and he relied upon the promife 
of God to enable him to do this, and not upon 
his natural ftrength and courage, or the number 
and prowefs of the warlike tribe of Fudab, of which 


he was prince. 


y¥.13. And Fofoua bleffed bim, &c.] By granting 
him his requeft, congratulating him upon it, and 
praying for and wifhing him faccefs in his attempt 
to drive out the giants, and poffefs their country : 
and gave unto Caleb the fon of fephunneh, Hebron 
for an inheritance ; being fatisfied of the juftnefs of 


his fuit, of its being the will of God, and the or- 
der of Mo/fes, that he fhould have this for an in- 


heritance, which he had heard himfelf, had know- 
ledge of, and well remembered : this is to be un- 
derftocd not of the city of Hebron itfelf, for that 
was given to the Levites, and wasa city of refuge, 
but the country round about in the fields and vil- 


Jages annexed to it, as appears from ch, xxi. 12. 
¥. 14. Hebron therefore became the inheritance o 


name of Hebron from a fon or grandfon of Caleb 


of that name, x Chron. ii. 42. and if fo, then it’ 


is here, and in fome other places, fo called by an- 
ticipation : Kirjath-arba, may be rendered the city 
of the four; and had its name, as fome think, 
from the four couple buried there, or near it, dam 
and Eve, Abrabam and Sarab, Ifaac and Rebekah, 
Jacob and Leah; or trom four eminent perfons, 
who formerly dwelt there, Aner, Ejhcol, Mamre 
and Abraham; or rather from four perfons that 
more lately dwelt there, zak and his three fons, 
Shefhai, Akiman and Talmai ,; or Arba is the name 
of fome great man, to whom this city belonged, 
and fo was called the city of Arba, which is the 
fenfe of our verfion, as appears by the following 
fupplement : which Arba was a great man among 
the Anckim; both in ftature, and in dignity, and 
in authority, which fome take to be 4uak himéelf, 
the father of the Anakim ; fo Farchi and Kimchi : 
and the land had reft from war, as is obferved in 
ch. xi. 23. after Yo/bua had finifhed his conqueft ; 
and here again it is remarked juft before the di- 
vifion of the land, as being now a proper time 


Caleb the fon of Fephunneh the Kenezite unto this\for it. 


day, &c.] The time of the writing of this book : 
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jy this chapter are related the boundaries of the 
lot of the tribe of Fudab, ¥. 1—12. and the 
aflignment of Hebron to Caleb, from whence he 
* drove out the giants, and of Dedir, which was 
taken by Orbniel his brother, to whom, on that 
account, he gave his daughter in marriage, who 
made a further requeft to her father, which was 
granted, ¥. 13—r1g. and then follows an account 
of the feveral cities by name, which fell to the 
tribe of Fudab, ¥. z0—63. 


y¥.1. This then was the lot of the tribe of the 
children of Fudab by their families, &c.| The 
land of Canaan was divided by lot to the feveral 
tribes, and the tribe of Fadab had its lot firft ; 
of the manner of cafting lots, fee the notes on 
Numb. xxvi. 55. Vt feems as if the lot ‘was firft 
caft for the tribes of fudab and Fofepb, when the 
former had the fouthern, and the latter the northern 
part of the land for their portion, which was done 
in’Gilgal, after this lots were caft in Shilob for the 
other feven tribes, who had the land divided 
among them, which lay between’ Fudab and Fo- 
Jeph, or between the fouthern and northern parts 
of the land, fee ch. xviii. 1, €@¢. afd it feems that 
not only the land was divided to the tribes by lot, 
but that the portion of land which belonged to 
each tribe was divided in'the fame way to the fe- 
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veral families and houfholds belonging thereunto ; 
as is here fuggefted, with refpeét ‘to the tribe of 
Fudah, whofe lot reached even to the border of 
Edom , or Idumea, which lay to the fouth of the land 
of Canaan: the wilderne/s of Zion fouthward, was the 
uttermoft part of the fouth coaft; the fame with 
Kadefo, and lay upon the borders of Edom; fee 
Numb. xxxiii. 36. and xxxiv. 3 ; 

¥.2. And their fouth border was from the foore 
of the falt fea, &c.] Sometimes called the dead 
fea, the fea of Sodom, and the lake A/phaltites, 
which, as Farchi obferves, was fouth-eait of the 
land of L/rael: from the bay that looketh fouthward, 
or the songue, as the Hebrew, which the Targum 
and Kimchi interpret of a rock or promontory, the 
point that ran out into the fea, looking to the 
fouth-eaft. rea 

¥. 3. And it went out to the fouth-fide of Maaleb- 
acrabbim, &c.} Or the afcent of Akrabbim, as it 
is called, Numb. xxxiv. 4. fee the note there: and 
paffed along to Zin, and afcended upon the fo 
unto Kadefb-barnea ; which perfectly agrees 


. 
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the fouthern border of the land, as deferibed in © 


Numb. xxxiv. 4. and paffed along to Hezron, 
went up to Adar; which two places being ne 
one another, as is very likely, are put toget 
one place, and called Hazar-addar, Numb. xxxiv. 
4. and mention is made of Hezton, which is Ha- 
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nar, ¥.25. but not of Adar: and fetched a com-\of Fudab and Benjamin, as you go from Ferufalem 
pals to Karkaa, which Ferom~ calls Acchara, a\to ‘Jericho, where there is a garrifon of foldiers for 
village in the wildernefs ; and if the fame with|the help of travellers, and is fuppofed to be the 
Carcaria, it was according to him a day’s journey] place where the man fell among thieves in his way 
from Petra in Jduntea ; but that is not likely ; fee|from the one to the other, Luke x. 30. 
Fudg. viii. 10. ; four miles diftant from Jericho to the weft, ac- 
y¥. 4. From thence it paffed towards dzmon, and\cording to Adrichomius *, and was a mountain, and 
went out unto the river of Egypt, &c.]° In like|part of the mountains of Engaddi: which is on the 
manner is this coatt defcribed, Numb. xxxiv. 5.|/outh fide of the river ; which fome take to be the 
it is called by Yerom™* Afemona, and faid to be a} brook Cedron, but that is not very likely, being 
city in the defart, to the fouth of Fudab, dividing|too near Ferufalem for this place: it may be ren- 
Egypt, and the lot of the tribe of Fudab, leading|dered the valley, fo Farchi, either the valley of 
to the fea: and the out-goings of thar coaft were at\|Achor, before mentioned, or however a valley that 
the fea; the Mediterranean fea; or to the weft, as|ran along by the mount or afcent of Adummim, 
the Targum .this was the utmoft border of the| which lay to the fouth of it: and the border paffed 
tribe of Fudab this way: this fall be your fouth\to the waters of En-/hemefo: or the fountain of the 
coajt ; of the lot that fell to the tribe of Judah, |/un; but of it we have no account, what and where 
¥. 5. And the eaft border was the falt fea, even\it was. It might be fo called, becaufe dedicated 
unto the end of fordan, &c.] ‘To the place where|to the fun by the idolatrous Canaanites, or becaufe 
‘fordan fell into it; fo that this border was the|of the fun’s influence on the waters of it. Our city, 
whole length of the falt fea, which Fofepbus fays »| Bath is, by Antoninus ¢, called aque folis, the wa 
was 580 furlongs; and, according to Pliny’, 1oo|ters’ of the fun; though there is a fountain in Gy- 
miles: aad their border in the north quarter was|rene, fo called, for a reafon juft the reverfe, it be- 
from the bay of the fea, at the uttermoft part of\ing as Mela * and Pliny® affirm, hotteft in the 
fordan, this northern border began where the] middle of the night, and then grows cooler by 
ealtern ended, at the bay or creek of the fea, where|little and little ; and when it is light, is cold, and 
Fordan fell into it. when the fun is rifen is colder ftill, and at noon 
¥. 6. And the border went up to Beth-hoglah, &c.]\exceeding cold; and, according to Voffius", it is 
A place in the tribe of Benjamin, mentioned along|the fame with the fountain of ‘fupiter Ammon ; 
with Fericho, and probably near it, ch. xviii. 21.)and fo it appears to be from Herodotus *, by 
Ferom * {peaks of a place called Betagla, in his\whom it is alfo called the fountain of the fun, and 
time, which was three miles from Fericho, and|which he places in Thebes, though Pliny diftin- 
two from Yordan, and perhaps is this fame place:|guifhes them: and the goings out thereof were 
and paffed along by the north of Beth-arabah ; an-\at En-rogel,; which fignifies the fountain of the 
other city which belonged to Benjamin, ch. xviii.| fuller, {fo the Targum renders it, and probably 
- 22. and lay in a defart, as its name fhews ; or in|was a fountain where fullers cleanfed their cloths ; 
a plain, as the Targum: and the border went up to\and was called Rogel, as Farchi and Kimchi fay, 
the fione of Boban the fon of Reuben, by whom, or\becaufe they ufed to tread them with their feet 
on whofe account it was placed, either as a fepul-| when they wafhed them. This was a place near 
chral ftone, he being buried there, or in memory| Jeru/alem, as appears from 1 Kings i. 9. near to 
of fome famous exploit done by him there, he-be-|which perhaps was the fuller’s monument, at 
ing one of thofe of the tribe of Rewben, that came|the corner tower of Ferufalem, Fofephus* {peaks of, 
with ‘Fo/bua to affift in the war againft the Ca-|as there was alfo a place not far from it called the 
naanites’; or it was fet for a fign of the border, as|fuller’s field, J/ vii. 3. according to Bunting', it 
Kimchi thinks, it being the boundary between Fw#-|had its name from travellers wafhing their feet 
dah and Benjamin, ch. xviii. 17. Bunting fays’», it|here. . 
is near Beburim, in the valley juft in the king’s| y. 8. And the border went up by the valley of the 
way, and is of an extraordinary greatnefs, fhining|/on of Hinnom, 8&c.] Which belonged to a man 
like marble. of that name formerly, and was near Feru/alem, 
y. 7. And the border went up towards Debir, &c.|\placed by Ferom™ to the eaft of it; but Reland* 
This was neither the Deéir in the tribe of Gad, on|rather'thinks it is to the fouth. It was infamous 
the other fide Yordan, ch. xiii. 26. nor that in the|for the facrifices of children to Moloch in it, by 
tribe of Judah near Hebron, y. 15. but a third|burning them, or caufing them to pafs through 
city of that name, and was not far from fericho :| fire: hence, in allufion to it, hell-fire is often in 
from the valley of Achor ; where Achan was put to|the New Teftament -called Geenna; this border 
death, and had its name from thence ; which, ac-|from the falc fea, and from Yordan, is all along 
cording to Ferchi, lay between the ftone of Bohan|faid-to go up, becaufe from hence to Ferufalem was 
and Dedir : and fo northward, looking towards Gil-\an afcent, that lying on higher ground: unto the 
gal; not the place where I/rael were encamped| fouth-fide of the Febufite , of the place the Febufite 
when this lor ‘was made, but it feems to be the|inhabited ; the Jame is Ferufalem , which was for- 
fame’that is-called Gelloth, ch. xviii. 17: ‘that is,|merly called Febus, from the inhabitants of it ; 
the going up to Adummim; which Ferom fays <, was|yea, “Febufi, as here, and fo may intend not the 
formerly “a little village, ‘now in ruins, in the ‘lot|inhabitants, ‘but the place, fee ch. xviii. 28. Fudg. 
of the tribeiof ¥udah, “which place is called to 'this|xix. 10. and here the Yebufites lived, at leaft in 
day Maledomim; and by the Greeks, the afcent of|fome part of it, until the time of David, 2 Sam. 
the red ones, becaule of ‘thé blood which was-there|v. 6,°7,°8. and the border went up to the top of 
frequently thed by thieves: \it'lies on the borders| the mountain that lieth before ‘the valley of Hinnom 


It was 


weft- 

~ De loc. Heb. fol. 88. E. go. C. Pity fOl. S76 i Y De bello Jud. 1. 4. «8. §.4. 
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ley, as JFofepbus" faysy was not tar from Jerusalem, 
20 furlongs from it. . Some late travellers °stell us 
it lies in the way from Jeru/clem to Bethlehem, and 
is.not above two hours ride from the former. From 


this account it appears, as Yarchi remarks, that 


Ferufalem was not within the line, and,was not in 
the border of Fudab, but of Benjamin, which tribe 
lay to the north of fudeh: it feems indeed to have 
been one part of it in the tribe of Fudab, and the 
other in the tribe of Benjamin ; though the Jews 
frequently fay itdid not belong to either tribe. 
¥..9. And the border was drawn from the top of 
the bill, &c.| Mount,Moriah, and, went round 
in a circuit, fo Farchi and Kimchi: unto the foun- 
tain of the water of Nephtoah ; which. lay at the 
bottom of ic; which, according to the Jewi/h wri- 
ters,.is the fame*with the fountain of Etam, from 
whence .a itream flowed to the dipping-room in 
the water-gate of the temple, where the high-prieft 


forthe firft time: dipped himfelf on the day of 


atonement’: and went out to the cities of mount 
Ephron, Jerom * Speaks of an Ephron inthe tribe 
of Judab,.which.was avery large;village in his 
time, :and went by the name of Epbrea, and was 
20 miles from ia or Ferufalemto the north ; and 
which Eufebius better places eight .miles from. it; 
and Yarchi obferves, that the line went.to the north- 
fide, and the border. enlarged to this place ; near 
to this mountain were cities, and it is not impro- 
bable that one of them might have its name from 
it ;,but whether -this, or what mountain is here 
meant, is uncertain: fome have thought of £- 
phraim, with its towns mentioned in 2 Chron. xiii. 


19. which feems to have been in the tribe of 
Ephraim; though Re/aud« places it in the tribe of 


Benjamin: and the border was drawn to. Baalab, 
which is Kirjathyearim, called Kirjath-baal, or the 
city of Baal, x. 60. where it, is probable. there 
was a temple of Baa/; and when it came into the 
hands of the J/raelites, they changed its name to 
Kirjath-jearim, or the city of the woods, becaufe 
of the great number of trees which grew about 
it; for which reafon it might have been pitched 
upon by the heathens for their idolatrous fervice ; 
it was one of.the cities of the Gibeonites, ch, ix. 17. 
and according to Eujebius and Ferom*, it was nine 
or ten miles from Ferujalem, as you go to Lydda ; 
it is alfo called Baalab in x Chron, xiii. 6..and 
Baale of Fudab, 2 Sams vi. 2. ray 

y¥. 10. And the border compaffed from Baalab 
weflward unto mount Seir,. &c.|, Not. that in Jdu- 
mea, Jo. famous for its. being the feat of Z/eu, which 
lay remote from hence, but a third of that name 


near Kirjath-jearim , and which ddrichomius- places |. 


on the borders of Azotus and Afcalon; this com- 
pafs.is. fetched from the north to the weft: and 
paffed along unto the fide of the mount Fearim, which 
is Chéfalon, on the north-fide, that is, on the north- 
fide of the. mount, which went by both thofe 
names ;. and which Ferom* places on the borders 
of Alia or Ferufalems, but it feems to be at a di- 
{tance from thence, and* near to Kirjath-jearim, 


> Antid. 17. c. 4. §. 1. & 12.4. 
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weftward ; whichis generally fuppofed, tobe the'{and had its name as that, from the multi 
mount Moriah : which is at the end of the valley .of 
the gicits, northward; the valley of Rephaim, as it is 
called 2 Sam. v. 18, and here. Mount Moriah, \as 
it was to the weft of the valley of Hinnom,. it was 
to the north of the valley of Rephaims which val- 


but this, according to Jerom *, was.a Levite sc > 


as you go from Lieuiheropolis to Nicopolis or 1 
mais, 10 miles.to the eat; according to 


4 “e Egmont and Heyman’s Trayels, vel. 1. Pp. 370. 
Bab. Yoma, fol. 31. 1. & Gloff’ in ib. & T. Bab, Zebachim, fol. 54. 2. Kimchi in loc. . , 


W Ib, fol, 89. ‘H. 
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rees that grew on it; aad went down to Beth 
emefo, there were deveral cities of this name 


in the tribe of Benjamin, and in his day was fhev 
5 -AcROnginis ie aa 
chard *, it was five miles from Kirjathjearim to 
the fouth ; and: Bunting » places it four miles from 


Jerusalem weltward, taking it for a city in the tribe 


of Judah, Fofh. xxi, 16. fee 1 Sam. vi, 12. and 


pafjed on to Timnab ; which, in Ferom’s time, wasa 


large village on. the. borders of Lydda, as you go 
to Ferufalem, inthe tribe of Judah or Dan* 5.1t 
is placed in the-tribe of Judah, ¥..57. tho’ thought 
to be afterwards given to Dau ; here Judah theared 
his fheep, Gen. xxxviii,, 12. fee the note there. 
v.11. And the border went out unto, the fide of 
Ekron northward, &c.]. Which was. one. of. the 
principalities of the Peilifines; and which, though 
it fell to the lot of fadah, ¥. 45. was not poffefied 
by them: and the border was drawn to, Shicron, and 
paffed along to mount Baalah ; of which places we 
have no account elfewhere: and went unto Fabneel 5 
which Ma/ius makes no doubt was one of the Fam- 
nia’s, and particularly that which was a fea-port ; 
which Strabo fays.*, was diftant. from Azotus and 
Afcalon, about 200 furlongs, or 25 miles: and 
the goings out of the border were atthe fea; the Me- 
diterranean fea here the northern border ended, . 
¥.12. dnd the weft border was to the great fea, and 
the coaft thereof, &c.] The weftern border of the 
tribe of Fudab went along by the Mediterranean 
fea, which lay weft to the land of Canaan; and 
this border reached from Fabnee! to the river of 
Egypt, where the fouthern border ended, ¥. 4. 
this is the coaft of the children of Fudah round 
about according to their. families ,.but being too 
large, fome. part of it .was afterwards given to Si- 
meon, and fome. particular cities, of it were given 
to Dan and Benjamin : it ;was bounded on the weft 
by the tribes of Simeon and Dan towards the Medi- 
terranean {ea, and by the tribe of Benjamin on the 
north, and by the wildernefs of Para on the fouth, 
and by the dead fea,and Jordan onjthejealt,. 4 
¥. 13. and unto Caleb the. fon, of. fephunneh be 


gave @ part among the children of Judah, &c.| That 


is, Jofoua gave it tohim.. This accounts inferted 
before the cities in the lot of the tribe of Fudab 


were enumerated, to, fhew, what was.to be except- 


ed from them, and which -had been given,to Caled 
previous tothe lot: according to the commandment 
of the Lord to Fofbua; for. as he had declared this 
to Mofes, Deui.i. 36. fo.it feems he,alfo; gave the 
fame order to, Fa/bua, who, it is not improbable, 
might confult the Lord about it when, Caleb made 
his requeft, ch. xiv. 12. even the city, of Arba the 


father of Anak, which city is Hebron, fee the note 


on ch. xiv. 15, Somap chy 5 figs abbas aE 
¥.14.. And Caleb drove, thence the three fous. of 
Anak, &c-} Some think this was after, the deat! 

of, Fofoua, and is here. inferted by fome other per- 
fon divinely infpired, and, thoroughly acquainted 
with this fact, thatthe gift and te pon 

this place might appear in one view ; but it rather 
feems to be done. before : She/bai, and Abiman, and 
Talmai, the children of Anak; the very fame giat 
Caleb faw at Hebron, when he was fent a fpy i 


* Apud ib, tom. ‘t. p. 488. f 
* Apud Mafium in] 
* Geograph, 1, 16. p. 522. ba 
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the land, Numb. xiii. 22. for thefe may as well be|&c.] To her hufband, being conduéted from 
fuppofed to have lived to this time as himfelf, un-|her father’s houfe to his, in order to confummaté 
leis it can be thought that they were the fons of |the marriage, juft as we may fuppofe when fhe 
thofe men called by their fathers names ; and tho’|was got to her hufband’s houfe, before fhe lighted 
they were driven out when Fofoua took Hebron, \off the beaft on which fhe rode: that foe moved - 
-yet while he was engaged in making other con-|him to afk of ber father a fields or perfuaded him 
quefts, or however betore he died, they regained |to make fuch a requeft to him, or that he would 
the pofleffion of that city, and of the parts adja-|give her leave to make it; that is, Ach/ah put 
cent toit, from whence Caleb, with the help of his|Oshniel her efpoufed hufband upon it, to entreat 
tribe, expelled them, conquered and flew them,/her father Ca/eb, or fuffer her to ufe her intereft 
Fudg. i. 10. yA ., |with him to obtain a field of bim, over and 
y. 15. And he went up from thence to the inba-|above, and fomething better than what he had al+ 
bitants of Debir, &c.] Having conquered He-|ready given: and fhe lighted off her afs; the leaped 
bron, and got poffeflion of that, Caled marched off, or threw herfelf from it; or bowing herfelf, 
to Debir, a city not many miles from He-|fhe fell off on her feet, as Yarchi interprets ir; 
bron, and feems to: have been in the country, and|and in an humble manner: made her obeifance to 
part of the land, which was given him; of which{her father; though De Diew, from the ufe of 
fee the note on ch. x. 38. and the name of Debdir|the word in the Ethiopic language gives, a different 
before was Kirjath-fepber , or the city of books ;|fenfe, as if fhe continued on her afs, and did not 
either a place of literature, a fort of an academy,|alight, waiting the fuccefs of her hufband’s re- 
or where was a public library; the Zargum calls|queft; or that her father, taking notice of this, 
it Kirjath-arche, or the city of the archives, in|might afk the reafon of it, which would give her 
which were laid up the public records of the Ca-|an opportunity of afking the favour of him, which 
naanites ; the fame is called Kirjath-/annah for the|fhe judged was a proper time of doing it; and 
like reafon, ¥. 49. fee the note there. there are fome verfions which feem to countenance 
y¥. 16. And Caleb faid, he that fmiteth Kirjath-\this fenfe ; the Septuagint verfion is, “* fhe cried 
fepher, and taketh it, &c.| Which he ordered to|from off the afs;? and the Vulgate Latin verfion, 
be proclaimed through the army that was under|‘* fhe fighed as fhe fat upon the afs:” and Caleb 
his caémmand; and which was done not fo much|/aid unto ber, what wouldeft thou? what wouldeft 
‘on the account of the difficulty of taking the place,|thou have ? what is thy requeft ? for he perceived 
through the number of the inhabitants of it, and|by the pofture fhe put herfelf in, that fhe had 
its fortifications, which it feems had fallen again|{omething to fay to him. 
into the hands of the Canaanites, fince it was taken| y¥.19. Who anfwered, giue me a blefing, &c.] 
by Yofoua , nor through inactivity, diffidence and|By which fhe meant not a paternal benediction, or 
zimoroufnefs in himfelf; but that others, who were|that he would with and pray for a bleffing on her; 
officers, and men of valour under him, might|nor food, or a maintenance, as Farchi, that her 
gather fome Jaurels as well as himfelf ; and chiefly} hufband would provide for her; but rather an in- 
being under a divine impulfe, he ordered this decla-|heritance or poffeffion, as the Targum, or a gift, 
ration to be made, whereby his brother Orhmiel,|as Abendana, a prefent, or fomething over and 
who was to be a judge in J/rael, might appear a above what he had already given her; or an addi- 
great man, and fit for fuch an office; and as an|tion to her portion, as Kimchi: the word is fome- 
encouragement, he promifes as follows: #0 bim\times ufed for a fifh-pool, as well as a bleffing, 
will I give Achfab my daughter to wife ; and to be|and fo glances at what fhe had in view, pools of wa- 
married into the family of the chief prince of the|ter, or a well-watered land : for thou haf? given me 
tribe of Fudah, was a very great honour, as well] a /outh land; a dry land, as the Fewi/h writers * ge- 
as no doubt a very large dowry might be ex-|nerally interpret this word, otherwife all the land 
pected, and was given with her, and very proba-}belonging ‘to the tribe of Fudah was fouth land, 
bly the city of Dedir was promifed that fhould be|and: Caleb could give her no other; but Dedir, 
taken. This Ach/ab feems to be a daughter of|as Hebron was, was in the hill-country, was moun- 
Caleb by a concubine, 1 Chron. ii. 48, 49. tainous, and fo dry, and wanted watering : give 
y. 17. And Othniel the fon of Kenaz, the bro-\me alfa Jprings of water fhe means land in which 
ther of Caleb, took it, 8cc.] The relation of Orbaiel|there were {prings of water; for unlefs fhe was 
to Caleb is a little intricate, and, as it is \under-|pofiefled of the land in which they were, fhe would 
{tcod, occafions objections to the marriage of Ca-|have no command of the fprings, and fo have lit- 
/eb’s daughter to him; it feems at firft fight, that}tle or no ufe of them: and he gave her the upper 
he was Caleb’s own brother, a younger brother, |/prings, and the nether [prings; fuch as were in the 
and fo uncle to his daughter, and fuch marriages} higher grounds, and fuch as were in the lower ones, 
were forbidden, Lev. xviii. 14. ‘Yarcbi thinks he}that fhe might have a fufficiency to water all her 
was the brother of Ca/eb by his mother’s fide ; Kim-|lands and fields; or as fhe moved her hufband to 
chi, both by father and mother’s fide; but not to afk a field, and he put her on doing the fame, 
obferve, that befides the word Jrother fometimes|Ca/eb gave her a field, in the upper part of which 
fignifies only a kinfman, or near relation, and not/ were {prings, and alfo in the lower part; though 
precifely a brother ; it is not Orbniel that is called] he feems to have given more than fhe requefted. 
the brother of Caleb, but Kenaz, who was the fa-|  ¥.20. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
ther of Orbniel, fo that Caleb was Othniel’s uncle, | children of Fudab, according to their families.) The 
and Ach{ab and Otbniel were brother’s children, or| general defcription of which is given in the pre- 
own coufins, between whom marriage was allowed| ceding part of the chapter, as the particular cities 
of: and he gave him Achfab his daughter to wife belonging to it are enumerated in the following 
according to the tenor of his proclamation, and|part 5 the account. of the gift of Hebron to Caleb, 


the promife he made. and the taking of Dedir by Orhnie/, with the re- 
¥. 18. And it came to pafs as foe came unto him, queft of Ach/ah, and the grant of it, are inferted 
be- 


* So Jarchi and Kimchi in loc, R. Sol. Urb’n, Ohel Moed, fol, 34. 1- 
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between them, and ftand as it were in a paren- 
thefisyi! sl ’ ge Si , Beth-palet.| . The firft of thefe, it is probable, is 
21. And the uttermoft cities of the tribe of the\the fame, Ferom.® calls Gadda in the tribe of Fu- 
children of Judah, &c.] That is, thofe cities which |dab, which was. in his day’a village in the extreme 
were the outward part of the tribe of Fudab, the borders of Doroma to the eaft, hanging over the dead 
fouthern border of it; for the midland cities are|fea ; He/bmon is met with no where elfe; Beth- 
not in this part of the defcription reckoned,. which |pa/et is in Neh, xi. 26. where it is called Beth- 
reaches from hence to the end of ¥. 32: toward |pbelet. 7 tei : 
the coaft of Edom fouthward ; it begins about the} y¥. 28. And Hazar-fbual,. and Beer-fbeba, and 
dead fea, and goes on in that. part of the land. of Bizjoth-jah;| The firft of thefe feems to have its 
Canaan which bordered on IJdumea, and .fo pro-|name from an haunt of foxes here, and was given 
ceeds on weltward towards Gaza, and the Medi-|to the tribe of Simeon, ch. xix. 3. and is mentioned 
terranean fea: the cities. in this part of the tribe}as here.with Beerfoeba, 1 Chron, iv. 28. Neb. xi. 
were Kabzeel, called Fekabzeel, Neb. xi. 25. and|27. which was a city well known in the extreme 
was the native place. of Benaiah, one of David’s|border of the land of Canaan fouthward ; hence 
mighty men; 2 Sam. xxiii. 20: and Eder and Fa-|\the phrafe from Dan to Beer-/heba, of which Ferom 
gur; of which, we have no mention elfewhere. fays, ® Berfabee in the tribe of “fudab or Simeon, is 

¥. 22. And Kinah, and Dimonab,. and Adadab.\\at this day a large village, 20 miles.from Hebron 
The firft of thefe we read of no where elfe; the|to the fouth, in which. there is a Roman garrifon ; 
fecond is thought to be the fame with Dibon, Neb.|and from hence the borders of the land of Fudee 
xi. 25. and ‘ferom» obferves, that a place elfewhere|begin, and go on,to Dam, which is by Paneas; of 
was indifferently called in his time Drdon.and Di-|the latter city no. mention is made elfewhere. 
mon; and the laft of thefe is no where met} y. 29. Baalab, and lim, and Azem;| Baalab 
with. i and Azem were given to the tribe of Simeon, ch. 

¥. 23. And Kedefoy and. Hazor, and Ithnan.]|xix. 3. for Baalah is the fame with Balad there, as 
The firft of thefe feems to be Kade/h-barnea, which |it is with Bi/ba, 1 Chron. iv. 29. though according 
was to the fouth of the land, and on the borders {tothe Feru/alem Talmud ' it is the fame with Bealab, 
of Edom, from whence the fpies were fent,; and{given to the tribe of Daz. ch. xix. 44. aga was 
Hazor is another city from that which is mentioned jone of thofe places whofe houles were in fudab and 
ch, xi. 1. and was in the tribe of Naphial ; and|their fields in Dan; and Azem is the fame with 
Ithnan, which Ferom * calls Fedna, was, according | Hzem there ; of Jim we read no where elfe. 
to him, fix miles from Eleutheropolis, as you goto| y. 30. And Eltolad, and Chefil, and Hormah ;\ 
Hebron , the Greek verfion joins this and the for- |The firft of thefe is called Tolad, t Chron. iv. 29. 
mer city together, and makes them one. and the next feems to be the fame with Bethul_ and 

¥.24. Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth.] | Ziph\Bethuel, ch. xix. 4. 1 Chron. iy. 30. and here the 
was of the tribe of Fudah in the fouth, on the|Greek verfion calls it Baithel; and Hormabis the 
borders of Eleutheropolis, as Ferom fays 4, and was|{ame with Zephath, Fudg. i. 17. all thefe three ci- 
eight miles from Hebron to the eaft; and in his|ties were given to the tribe of Simeon, ch. xix. 
time a village was fhewn, where David was hid ; 
but that Ziph feems to be in another part of this 
tribe near Carmel, and from whence a wildernefs 
had its name; fee ¥. 55. 1 Sam. xxiii. 14. and 
Yelem is fuppofed to be the fame with Telaim, 
1 Sam. xv. 4. of Bealoth we read no where elfe. 

¥. 25. And Hazor, Hadattab, and Kerioth, and 
Hezron, which is Hazor.] According to the Targum, 
two cities only are here meant, which reads, and 
Hazor-hadattah, and Kerioth-hezron, which is Ha- 
zor; and this reading feems to be right; there 
were three Hazors in this tribe, one in ¥. 23. and 
two more here, which are diftinguifhed, the firft 
is called Hazor-hadattah, or new Hazor ; of which 
Ferom fayse, there is a village at this day called 
Afor, in the borders of Afcalon, to the eaft of it, 
which fell to the Jot of the tribe of Fudah: the 
{cripture makes mention of it, calling it new A/or, 
to diftinguifh it from the old; and Kerioth bezron, 
is the fame with Hezron, ¥. 3. and had alfo the 
name of Hezron. From this place, Judas I/cariot 
is thought to have his name, being [h-ceriot, a 
man of Keriot. ou 

yv. 26. Amam, and Shema, and Moladab, &c.) 
Of Amam we read no where elfe. Shema is thought 


‘y.27. And. Hazar-gaddab, and Hefbmon, and 


4. 

¥. 31. And Ziglag, and Madmannah, and San- 
annab ;| Ziglag was alfo given to the tribe of 
Simeon, ch. xix. §. it was in the hands of the king 
of Gath, in the times of David, who gave it to 
him ; it bordered on the Amalerites, and is placed 
by Ferom * in Daroma, on the fouth of the lot of 
Judab or Simeon, Madmanneh. according to the 
fame writer ' was in his time called Menois, a town 
near the city Gaza; of Sanfannab no mention is 
made elfewhere. 

¥. 32. And Lebaoth, and Shilbim, and Ain, and 
Rimmon, &c.] Whether Lebaot is the fame with 
Beth-lebaoth, given to the tribe of Simeon, ch. 
xix. 6. is not certain; Shibim is nowhere elfe {po- 
ken of. Ain feems to be the fame with that in 
Numb. xxxiv. 11. fee the note there ; and Rimmon 
the place ‘Ferom ™ calls Eremmon, which he fays was 
a large village of the Yews, 16 miles from Eleu- 
theropolis to the fouth, in Daroma,; this and the 
preceding are joined together as one, and called Ex- 
rimmon, Neb, xi. 29. It is probable they were 
near to each other, and in procefs of time the 
buildings of each might: increafe, fo as to meet 
and join each other : a// the cities are 29, with their 
by fome to be fame with Sheba, though wrongly, {vil/ages ; but according to our verfion, and as we 
given afterwards to the tribe of Simeon, as was alfojpoint them, they are 38; fome make them 36, 
Moladab, mentioned with it, ch. xix, 2. itis alfojothers 37 ; the ews generally make 38 of them, 
fpoken of in 1 Chron. iv. 28. Neb. xi. 25. and}as we do, and account for the difference of num- 
feems to be the fame with Ma/athi or Malatis,\ber thus ; that g of thefe cities were given to the 


about 20 miles from Hebron §, tribe of Simeon, ch. xix. and thefe being taken 
i yout 
b Comment. in Efaiam, ¢.15.9. . © De loc. Heb. fol. gz. H. 4 Thid. fol. 95. G. ¢ Tbid, 
fol. 88..B. * Vid. Reland. Paleft. illuftrat. tom. 2. p. 885, $86. ; 8 Ut fupra, fol..92. ‘3B. 
4 Ibid. fol. 89. E. F. ' Hierof, Sanhedrin, fol. 18. 3. k Tbid. fol..94.. Mh le) 04 Shids, 
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out of the 38, there remain'29; fo Farchi and 
Kimchi account for it; but as the number of the 
cities is uncertain, and this account is: given be- 
fore the feparation of the 9, and they are all reckon- 
ed together, this does not feem to be fatisfactory ;. 
rather, as Abarbinel obferves, the 29 of the places 
enumerated were cities, andthe other were villages, 
unwalled towns, or not of fo much note as the 
2 


the Saara of Yerom, which he defctibes ds a vil- 
lage on the borders of .Eleutheropolis, to the north 
as you go to Nicopolis, (or Emmaus) about 10 
miles from it in thetribe of Danor fudah° ; there 
was a place called Beth-Shaaraim, where the San- 
hedrim fometimes fat ?., and where R. Fudab was 
buried?. This feems to be the fame with Shaaraim 
in x Sam. xvii. 52. and Ferom obferves', under 
the word Adithaim, that there is a village called 
Adia, near Gaza, and another Aditha, near Diof- 
polis, (or Lydda) to the eaft, which feems to be 
the place here meant. Gederah feems to be the fame 
he calls Gaddera, in the tribe of Fudab*, now, he 
fays, called a village belonging to the country of 
4élia, (or Ferufalem) by the name of Gadera, about 
the turpentine tree. Of Gederothaim we no where 
elferead ; Kimchi thinks Gederah and Gederothaim 
were one city: .14 cities with toeir villages ; but 
upon counting them, it will appear there are 15, 
which may be reduced to 14, if with Kimchi we 
take the two laft to be but one, who in this way 
reconciles it ; or with Farchi make Tappuab and 
Enam to be one alfo, called En-tappuah, which is 
the way he takes to folve the difficulty ; but per- 
haps the cafe is this, that one. of the places in the 


ay 33. And im the valley, &c.] From hence to 
the end of ¥. 47. are enumerated the feveral cities 
belonging to the tribe of Fudab which lay in the 
valley. ‘Ferom‘fays, that now all the plain and 
champaign country near Elewtheropolis, which ver- 
ges to the north and weft, is called Sepbela, or the 
valley: Ejhtaol, Zoreah, and Afbnab , the two firft 
of thefe feem to be given afterwards to the tribe of 
Dan, ch. xix. 41. between thefe two places Sam- 
fon was born and buried, Fudg. xiii. 2, 25. and 
xvi. 31. they were both at the fame diftance from 
Eleutheropolis, according to Ferem ; of Efbtaol he 
fays ® , it is fhewed to this day 10 miles from E/eu- 
theropolis, to the north, as you go to Nicopolis or 
Emmaus, and of Zoreah, which he calls Saara, 
he fays "itis a village on the borders of Eleuthe- 
ropolis, as you go to Nicopolis, about 10 miles of {account was not acity, but a village. 
it in the tribe of Dan or Fudah; asfor Afhnab no| ¥. 37. Zenan, and Hadafhab, and: Migdal-gad ;| 
mention is made of it elfewhere; there was ano- |Here begins another lift or catalogue of the cities 
ther place of the fame name, but different from |in the valley or plain. Zewan perhaps is the fame 
this, ¥. 43. with Zaanan, Mic.i. 11. and Hadafhah was fo fmalk 

¥. 34. And Zanoah and En-gannim, and Tappuab, ja city in Ffudea in the times of the Mi/nic doctors, 
and Enam; the firft of thefe Ferom fays ‘is in|that they fay‘ it had but fifty dwellings in it ; and 
the borders of Eleutheropolis, as you go to Alia, \'ferom {peaks “of a place called Ada/a, in the tribe 
(or Ferufalem) , there is at this day a village called|of Fudah, in his times a village near Guphna ; it 
Zanua ,; and. En-gannim, which fignifies a foun-|fhould be Zapbna. Of Migdal-gad we no where 
tain of gardens, is now (according to the fame |elfe read ; fome think it had its name from fome 
writer *) a village near Bethel. Tappuab was a|famous exploit done here by one of the tribe of 
royal city, of which fee ch. xii. 17. Enaim in the|Gad, who came over with Yo/bua to aflift in the 
tribe of Fudah, Ferom fays'in his day was the vil-|war, as the ftone of Bohan the Reubenite, y. 6. 
lage Bethenim, about the turpentine-tree, or oak of | ¥.38. And Dilean, and Mixpeh, and Foktheel ;} 
Mamre ; but that feems to be the fame with 4a, |Of the firft and laft of thefe nothing is to be faid ; 
¥. 32. of which he fays the fame under that word, |Mézpeb, of which name there were cities in other 
and makes it to be two miles from the oak, and |tribes; this in the tribe of Fudah was in the times 
four from Hebron. Majfius thinks it is the fame lof Ferom™ called Mapba, on the borders of Eleu+ 
with Exam, near to Timnath, of which fee the |¢heropolis to the fouth, as you go to Alia, or Fe- 
hote on Gew. xxxviii. 14. it following Zappuah \rufalem. 
one would be tempted to think with Farchi it was| ¥. 39. Lachifh, and Boxkath, and Eglon ;| La- 
the fame with En-Tappuab, but that that was on|chifh and Eglon were royal cities, of which fee ch. 
the borders of Manajffeb, ch. xvii. 7. it hasan fJ}x. 3. the other city is called Bofcath, of which 
prefixed to it, and may be read that Enam, as|place was the mother of king Fofab, 2 Kings xxi. 
pointing out fome known and remarkable place,|1. fome take it to be the fame with Ba/cana, 
though now unknown. 1 Maccab. xiii. 23. jai.) 

¥. 35. Farmuth, and Adullam, Sochoh, and Aze- y. 40. And Cabbon, and Lahmam, dnd Kithlifh 3} 
kab 3} The two firft of thefe were royal cities, of Cities of which we can give noaccount, not being, 
which fee ch. x. 3. and xii. 15. ‘Ferom{ays™ there} mentioned elfewhere. 
were two little villages in his day of the name of] ¥.41. And Gederoth, Betb-dagon, and Naamab, 
ocho, as you go to Alia, (or Ferufalem) from|and Makkedab, &c.] Gederoth is reckoned among 
Hleutheropolis, in the ninth mile on the public way, |the cities of the low country, and fouth of Fudab, 
one in the mountain, and the other in the plain,|2 Chron. xxviii. 18. Beth-dagon, in it very pro- 
(the fame with this) both of which were called So-|bably was a temple of Dagon, which was a prin- 
coth: of this place was Antigonus, prefident of the| cipal deity of the Philiftines, 1 Sam, Vv. 2. Ferom 
JSankedrim, and fucceffor of Simeon the juft, called} {ays * in his time was fhewn a large village called 
in the Mifnab® aman of Socho; of Azekab, fee Capher-Dagon, between Diofpolis and Famnia ; of 
the note on ch. x. 10. _ It appears to be near to So-| Naamah, the fame writer fays nothing only that 
shoh from 1 Sam. xvii. 1. where the Philiftines are|it was acity of the tribe of Fudab ; of Makkedab, 
{aid to pitch their camp between them. fee ch. X: 10, it was aroyal city, ch. xii, 16. /ix- 

y. 36. And Sharaim, and Adithaim, and Gede-| teen cities with their villages; and is the exact num- 
rab, and Gederothaim, 8c.| Sharaim feems to be|ber of them, as before enumerated, 
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tween Eleutheropolis and Afcalon in the tribeof Fu- , 
dab; fee Mic.i. 11. ‘fattir the fame writer ¢ s 
Fether, in the tribe of ‘Fudah; and fays* there was 
in his time a very large village called Fethira, 20. 
miles from Eleutheropolis, the inhabitants of which . 
were then all Chriffians : it was fituated in interior 
Daroma, near Malatha, and Sochoh is different. 
from Sochob in yr. 35. that was in the plain, this in. 
the mountain; fee thenotethere. ) 

xy. 49. And Dannab and Kirjath-fannab, which is 
Debir ,] Dannab is not mentioned elfewhere, and 
Kirjath-fannab had three names, this and Dedir, and 
Kirjath-fepher, ¥. 15. fee the note there; all which 
are of much the fame fignification ; for Sanna with, 
the Arabs *, and fo with the Phenicians, fignifies 
law, doétrine, and manner of life ; and with the 
Mahometans the fecondary law to the Koran, and 
anfwers to the Fewi/o Mifuah , and the Greek ver- 
fion interprets this. name the city of letters. Fe- 
‘rom ® calls it Daenna, and feems to confound it with 
Dannab. 

y. 50. AndjAnab and Afotemoth and Amm ;} Of 
Anab fee the note on ch. xi. 21. A/btemoth is what 
Ferom calls » Aftemech, a village in the tribe of Fu- 
dab, and belongs tothe Fews in Daroma, and is to 
the north of a place called Azem, perhaps the fame 
with Azim here, which he fays is the village duea, 
near another of thefame name; which he places to 
the fouth of Hebron, as he does this tothe eaft, the 
and now called Zz); fee the note on Mic. 1. 14. inhabitants of which in his time were all Chrif- 
Of Marefbah Ferom fays*, only the ruins of it}ans. 
were to be feen two miles from Eleutheropolis : nine| yw. 51. And Gofben, and Holon, and Gilob, 8c.) 
cities with their villages ; which is juft their num-|Of Gahen in the land of Canaan, fee the note on 
ber. ch. x. 41. of Holon there is no other mention ; 

¥. 45. Ekron, with ber towns and ber villages ;},Gilob was the city of Abitophel, 2 Sam. xv. 12. ele- 
One of the five principalities of the Pdilijfines, ven cities with their villages ; the number agrees ; 
which with two more next mentioned, though they this is the firft divifion of cities in the mountains ; 
fell to the lot of the tribe of ¥udah, were never a fecond follows. 1 
pofleffed by them; for which reafon perhaps Gath, . 52. Arab, and Dumah, and Efbean ;| Arab 
and Afcalon are not mentioned, and thefe are put is the fame JFerom' calls Ered, and was in his time 
for the reft ; fee ch. xiii. 3. a village in the fouth, and was called Heromith ; 

yt. 46. From Ekron even unto the fea, &c.] The and Duma, Ferom fays“, was a large village in 
Mediterranean fea, or the weft, as the Targum: \the fouth, allo on the borders of Hleutheropolis. 
all that lay near Afodod, with their villages; this is feventeen miles from it; of E/bean we have no ac- 
the Azotus of the new teftament, another of the/ count. i 
principalities of the Phili/tines, of which and Ekron| y. 53. And Fanuim, and Beth tappuab, and Aphe- 
fee the notes on Amos i. 8. and Zeph. ii. 4. kab ;| Under the word Fanum, Ferom writes ! 

¥.47. Afhdod with ber towns aud ber villages,\there is a village called fanua, three miles from 
Gaza with ber towns and her villages, &c.| Gaza|Legion to the fouth, but feems not to be what is 
was another of the principalities of the Pdilifines,| written ; Beth-tappuch is by him called Bethapbu» 
of which fee the notes on Amos i. 7. Zepb.ii. 4.\and faid to be a village in the tribe of Fudab 14 
Aéls viii. 26. thefe with the two other’ principa-|miles beyond Raphia, as you go to Egypi, which is 
lities not mentioned, Gath and Afcalon, were in the|the border of Pa/z/tine ; and he fpeaks * of a large 
“weftern border of the tribe of fudab, which reach-|caftle in his time called Apheca, near the town OF 
ed from Ekron the firft that is mentioned, wuto the| Paleftine ; there were feveral places of the name of 
river of Egypt ; of which fee y. 4. and the great|Apbek , fee the notes on ch. xii, 18. and xiii. 4. 
fea, and the border thereof, the Mediterranean fea,|As for Beth-tappuab, it feems to be a place which 
called fo in comparifon of the  leffer feas in Fudea,|was dedicated toa deity to which apples were fa- 
the falt’ fea, and the fea of Tiberias ; whofe borderjcred, in memory of the apple by which mankind 
was its fhore, and the cities upon it, and not the|was feduced; there was in after-times a goddeis 
ifles in the fea, as Farchi. called Pomona from hence. ane ee 

y. 48. Aud in the mountains, &c.] The hill-) ¥. 54. And Humtab, and Kirjath-Arbas which is 
country of Fudea, as it is called Luke i. 39, 65.|Hebron and Zior, &c.] Of Humtah we no. where 
in which were the following cities : Shamir and Fat-\elfe read , of Kirjath-drba frequently ; fee the note 
tir, and Sochoh ; the Alexandrian copy of the Greek'on ch. xiv. 15. Ferom fays®, that in his time 
verfion reads Sophir asthe name of the firft of thefe ‘there was a village fhewn by the namevof Sibor, be- 
cities ; and Ferom fays*, there was a village of tween Alia (or Ferufalem) and Eleutheropolis, in 
this name in the mountainous parts, fituated be- the tribe of Fudah: 9 cities with their villages , 


¥.42. Lebnah, and Ether; and Afoan ;| Here 
begins another divifion or lift of the cities of Yu- 
dab, in the valley or plain. Lebaab is the fame 
with Lidnab, a royal city ; fee ch. x. 29. and Xil. 
15. Ether was given to the tribe of Simeon, ch. 
xix. 7. and under Erber of the lot of Simeon. . fe- 
rom writes ¥, there is now a very large village 
called Fethira, in interior Daroma, near Malatha, 
20 miles from Eleutheropolis. Afban alfo was gi- 
ven to the tribe of Simeon, ch. xix. 7. and the 
above writer relates*, that there was in his times 
a village called Beth-Afan, belonging to #/ia, or 
Ferufalem, 15 miles from it. par 

¥. 43. And Fipbta; and Afbnab, and Nezib ;) 
¥ipbta is no where elfe mentioned there was an- 
other “4hnah of this tribe, and which was in the 
vale alfo, mét with already in y. 33. Nezib was 
in Ferom’s* times called Nafib, 7 miles from Eléu- 
theropolis, as ‘you go to Hebron. x6 

¥. 44, And Keilah, and Achzib, and Marefbab, 
8ec.] The firft of thefe isa well known city, which 
David fayed from the hands of the Phili/tines, 
1 Sam. xxiii. 1, &c. In Ferom’s time, it was a 
little village to the eaft of Eleutheropolis, about 8 
miles from it, as you go to Hebron; in which was 
fhewn the fepulchre of the prophet Habakkuk ° . 
Achzib is {aid to be onthe borders of Aber, ch. 
xix. 29. is fuppofed the fame with Cezsb, Gen. 
XXXViii. 5. andthe Ecdippa of Fofephus and others, 


which 
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which is exaétly their number, as expreffed; here; 
ends the fecond divifion, or lift of the cities in the 
hill-country of Judea ; athird follows. ¢ 
_ ¥.55. Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and Futtah ;) 
Maon was the dwelling-place ot Nabal the Car- 
melite, whofe pofleffions were in Carmel, and were 
not far from one another, 1 Sam. xxv. 2. It gave 
name toa wildernefs near where David hid himielf 
from Saul, 1 Sam. xxiii. 25. Ferom” places it to 
the ealt of Daroma, who alfo informs % us, that 
there was in his time a village that went by the 
name of Carmelia, 10 miles from Hebron towards 
the eaft, and where was a Roman garrifon. Ziph, 
according to the fame writer’, was eight miles 
from Hebron to the eaft ; and there was a village 
fhewn in his time where David was hid ; this gave 
name to a wildernefs alfo, 1 Sam. xxii. 14. Fut- 
tah, which Ferom calls * Jehan, was in his time a 
large village of the Jews, eighteen miles from 
Eleutheropolis, to the fouthern part in Daroma. 
Reland« conjectures, that this was the native place 
of Fobn the Baptif ; and that inftead of a city of 


225 
villages , thefe were all in the mountainous part of 
Judea, as were the two following. e 
_ ¥. 60. Kirjath-Baal, (which is, Kirjath jearim) 
and Rabbab, 8c.| Of Kirjath-Baal, and its fe- 
veral names, fee the note ony. 9. of Rabbah we 
no where elfe read ; for this is a very different city 
from the Rabbab of the children of Ammon, 2 Sam. 
xii. 26. two cities with their villages; why thefe 
are reckoned by themfelves, is not certain. 

¥. 61. In the wildernefs, &c.] The wildernefs 
of Fudea, which was not a defert and uninhabited 
place, but had many cities and villages in it; par- 
ticularly thofe that follow: Betbh-arabab, Middin, 
and Secacab; the firft of thefe feems to be in the 
borders of Fudab and Benjamin, and fo is afcribed 
to both ; fee ¥. 6. andch. xviii.22.. Of-the two 
laft we read no where elfe, only in Fudg. v. 10. 
what we tranflate ye that fit in judgment, Kimchi 
interprets, ye that dwell by Middin, and {ays it is 
the name of a place in fo/bua, and mentions this 
paffage. . 

¥.62. And Nibfoan, and the city of Salt, and En+ 


Fudab, it fhould be read the city Futa, Luke i.\gedt, &c.] Of Nibfhan no mention is made elfe- 


a 


tee 56. And Fezreel, and Fokdeam, and Zanoab ;} 
This ‘Yezree/in the tribe of Fudab is different from 
that which was once a royal feat of fome of the 
kings of J/rae/, and from whence the famous val- 
ley of Fezreel or Efdraelon had its name: of this 
we have no otlter account elfewhere, nor of Fok. 
deam ; and this Zanoab is a diftinét place from the 
city of the fame namein the valley, ¥. 34. 

¥. 57. Cain, Gibeah, and Timnab, &c.] Cain, 
or Hakain, that Cain, weno where elfe read of; 
whether the name was given it by the old Canaan- 
- ites, in memory of Cain, the fon of Adam, is not 
certain: there were other places that went by the 
name of Gibeah ; there was a Gibeah in Benjamin, 
and another in the fame tribe called Gibeah of Saul, 
to diftinguifh it from that; but this was in the 
tribe of Judah. Mafius conjectures it is the fame 
with that in ¢ Sam. xxiii. 19. which was near Ziph , 
and not amifs. Jerom+ makes mention of Ga 
baba and Gabatha, little villages to the ealt of Da- 
yoma; and of another Gabatha, near Bethlebem, 
in the tribe of Fudah ; but whether either of thefe 
are meant, it is doubtful; of Timah, fee the 
note on ¥. 10. ten cities with their villages; the 
number agrees with the names of them. 

y¥. 58. Halbul, Beth-zur, and Gedor ;| Here 
begins a fourth divifion, or lift, of the cities in 
the mountains. Halbul Ferom calls Ebul, and 
fays” , there ‘was in his time in the country be- 
longing to lia, (or Ferufalem) a village by the 
name of Abula, near Hebron ,; and Beth-zur, he 
fays*., was then called Beth feron, a village as 
you go from lia to Hebron, in the 2oth mile, 
near which was a fountain at the bottom of a 
mount, where it is faid the eunuch was baptized 
by Philip : he makes mention of another village 
called Beth/ur in the tribe of Fudab, a mile from 
Eleutheropolis. In 2 Maccad. xi. 5. it is faid to be 
but five furlongs from Feru/alem, but it muft have 
been ata greater diftance ; of Gedor, fee the note 
on ch. Xii. 13. 

y. 59. And Maarath, ‘and Beth-anoth, and EI- 
tekon, 8cc.] Of thefe cities we have no account 
eliewhere; only mention is made of Eltekeh, in 
the tribe of Dan, ch. xix. 44. fix cities with their 
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where ; fome take ¢he city of Salt to be Zoar, fo 
called. becaufe near the falt fea, or where Lot’s wife 
was turned into’ a pillar of falt, Gen. xix. 22, 26. 
but rather this city might be fo called, becaufe 
falt was made here. ngedi or Engaddi is a well- 
known place, near the falt-fea ; fee Ezek. xlvii. 10. 
and the note there. ‘erom faysy, there was a 
very large village of Fews in his time'called En+ 
gaddi, near the dead fea, from whence comes the 
opobalfam ; the fame place is called Hazazon-Ta- 
mar, from the palm-trees which grew there, 2 Chron: 
Xx. 2. It was famous for vineyards alfo, Cant. i. 
14. it lay, according to Fofephus*, 300 furlongs 
from Ferufalen: fix cities with their villages; the 
fum total agrees with the particulars. ; 

¥. 63. As for the Febufites, the inbabitants of Fe- 
rufalem, &c.| From whom the city was called 
Jebus, Fudg. xix. 10. The Jews fay, that thefe 
Febufites were not thofe of the feven nations ; but 
there was a man whofe name was Jebus, and he 
was of the Pbiliftines, of the feed of Abimelech, 
and the place was called by his name Febus ; and 
the men of that family that dwelt at Feru/alem, their 
names were called Febu/ites, having their defcent 
from him ; fo Araunah, the Febufite, was king of 
that place ; and the fort of that place was Zion, 
which was at Yerufalem: fo Kimchi relates from 
their Radbbins, and with whom Farchi agrees, but 
without any foundation ; there is no doubt to be 
made of it, that thefe Febufites were Canaanites : 
the children of Fudah could not drive them out; ac- 
cording to the above Fewi/h writers they could 
have done it, but it was not fit and proper they 
fhould, becaufe of the oath of Abraham to Adime- 
lech, from whom they fuppofe thefe Febufites {prung : 
but the cafe was this ; though o/buda flew the king 
of this place, and took his land with the reft, ch. 
x. I, 23, 26, 42. and though the men of fudab 
retook it after his death, it having been got in- 
tothe hands of the Febufites again, Fudg. i. 8. yet 
either thé fort of Zion was never taken by either 
of them, or if taken, the Yebufites got pofleflion 
of it again, and held it until the times of David , 
fee 2 Sam. v. 6-—g.. but the Febufites dwelt with the 
children of Fudah at Ferufalem unto this day ¥ the one 
in the fort of Zion, and the other in the city of Fe- 
rufalem, 
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rufalem, properly focalled, and thus they continued|times of David: and from the whole it appears, 
unto the writing of this book ; by which it fhould|that the city of Yerufalem, at leaft a part of it, be~ 
feem, that the ebufites were not difpoffefled of longed to the tribe of Yudab, as another part did 


their fort, or a part of thecity by Fobua, 


or thisjto that of Benjamin, to which it is afcribed, ch, 
cans 


might be added and inferted by fome infpired man|xviii. 28. fee Fudg. i. 21. 


afterwards ; or however it muft be done before the 


CHA 


“Lithas chapter gives us an account of the lot of 

the children of Fofeph, Ephraim, and the 
half tribe of Manafféb, one half having fettled on 
the other fide Fordan ; and firft the borders of the 
whole lot in general are given, ¥. 14. and then 
the borders of the tribe of Ephraim in particular, 
¥. 4—8. andit is obferved, that this tribe had be- 
fides feparate cities among the children of Manaj- 


feb, and that there were fome Canaanites, particu- 


larly in Gezer, not driven out by the Epbraimites, 
¥. 9, 10. 


¥. t. And the lot of the children of Fofeph fell, 
&c.] Or, went out * ; of the pot or urn, this be- 
ing the next lot that was drawn to that of Fudah, 
the government being 7adab’s, and the birthright 
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was about 12 miles from Yerufalem, fee the note on 
ch. X. 10. and to Gezer ; which was about a day’s 
journey from Bethoron, as appears from 4 Maccad. 


vii. 39, 40, 45. Ferom “ fays in his time it was a 


village called Gazara, 4 miles from Nieopolis, or 


Emmaus. \t is the fame with Gadara, as it is fome- 
times called by Fofephus, who lays“ , the tribe of 
Ephraim took in the land from the river Yordanto 
Gadara ; this was a royal city; fee ch. x, 33. and 
the outgoings thereof are at the fea, the Mediterra- 
nean fea. ils 
y. 4. So the children of Fofeph, Manaffeb an 
Ephraim, took their inberitance.| As it fell to them 
by the lot; by Menaffe is meant the half tribe of 
Manaffeb, one half of that tribe having been fet- 
tled by Afofes on the other fide Yordan; and next 


Fofeph’s, 1 Obron. v. 2. and by his children are|follows an account of the borders of the inheri- 
here meant the ttibe of Ephraim, and the tribe of|jtance of Ephraim in particular, as that of the half 
Manafeh : or the line and border according to the|tribe of Menafeh is given in the next chapters 


lot went forth from Jordan by Fericho unto the 


¥. 5. And the border of the children of Ephraim, 


water of Jericho on the caf? by which it appears, | according to their families, was thus, &c.] Or what 


that this was the fouthern border of the lot ; for the 
tribe of Benjamin, in which Fericho was, lay be- 
tween fudab and Ephraim, and the border began at 
Jordan, where it owed near Yericho, and proceed- 
ed to a water which belonged to that city, and is 
generally thought to be the waters Elia healed, 


follows is the defcription of it: even the border of 
their inheritance on the eaft-/ide, was Ataroth-addar 
unto Bethoron the upper ; the firft was on the fouth 
of the inheritance, and the latter on the north, as 


Ma/ius has placed them ; who has given us atype of. 


this defcription, by which it appears that this lot is 


2 Kings ii. 19—22. to the wildernefs that goeth up\here defcribed in its breadth from fouth to north. 


throughout mount Bethel; this was the wildernefs of 
Bethaven, ch. xviii. 12. ‘archi interprets it of the 
border that went up through mount Bethel; which 
is true, and fo might the wildernefs alfo, for which 
the Targum is exprels ; mention is made of a moun- 
tain on the eaft of Bethel, Gen. xii. 8. 

¥.2. And goeth out from Bethel to Luz, &c.] 
For though thefe two places in time became one, yet 
they were originally diftinét. Bethel, at which Fa- 
cob {topt, and who gave it its name, wasa field ad: 
jacent to the city of Luz, Gea. xxviii. 11, 19. and 
therefore with propriety may be, as they here are di- 


ftinguifhed: and paffeth along unto the borders of \to Fordan: and paffed by it on the eaft to Fanobab; ° 


Archi to Ataroth ; or to Archi-ataroth; thefe two 


¥.6. And tke border went out towards the fea, 
&c.] The Mediterranean fea: to Michmethab on 
the north-fide ; of the border; the fame on which 
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Bethoron was, from whence the border proceeded ~ 


on to this place, of which we have no other ac- 
count but in ch. xvii. 7. by which it appears to 
have been near Shechem, and in fight of it: and 
the border went about eaftward unto Taanath-fhilob ; 
this feems to be the fame Yerom« calls Thenath in 
the tribe of Yo/eph ; and who obferves there was 
in his day a village of this name ten miles from 
Neapolis (or Shechem) to the eaft, as you go down 


which the above writer ‘ wrongly calls Fanon, and 


words being the name of one and the fame place, |fays, that in his time a village of this name was 
and to be joined as they are in the Greek verfion,|fhewn in the country of Acrabatena, twelve miles 
and others ; and is the fame with Ataroth-addar,|to the eaft from Neapolis or Shechem,; the border 
¥.5. and ch. xviii. 13. Ateroth was its proper pafled by Taanatb on the eat of it, and went 
name, but it had thefe additional epithets to diftin-|to this place. 
guifh it from another Ataroth ; fee y. 7. Fe-| y.7. And it went down from Fanobab to Ataroth, 
rom * makes mention of Atharoth by Ramma, in the\and to Naarath, &c.| This is different from Ata- 
tribe of ‘Yofepb, and of another in the tribe of|roth before-mentioned ; there were feveral places of 
Ephraim, now a village at the north of Sedafe, or|this name, as before obferved ; this feems to be 
Samaria, 4 miles from it, called Atbarus ; the for-|that which Yerom places four miles from Sebafe or 
mer is here meant. Samaria, fee the note on ¥.2. the fame writer * 
Y. 3. And goeth down weftward to the coaft of\fays, that Naarath was in his time called Naorath, 
Japbleti, &c.| This place is now unknown, though |a village of the Fews, five miles from Jericho; and 
no doubt well known to the fons of Yo/eph, when |is the village Fo/éphus* calls Neara, where was a 


this lot fell to them, ‘and its. border was defcribed :|water, half of which Archelaus turned, and led 
unto the coaft of Beth-boron the nether ; fo called to 


diftinguifh it from Bethoran the upper, y. 5. this and, according to the Fewifh writers*, there was 
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a place called Noaran near to Fericho, which feems(véllages ; not the feparate cities on! y, but the lictle 


to be this: and came to Jericho; where it ended 
this way, which was eaftward. . 

¥. 8. The border went out from Tappuah, weft- 
ward, &c.} Which was different from the Zap- 
puab in the tribe of Fudab; this was in the tribe 
ef Ephraim on the border of Manaffeb, ch, xvii. 8. 
unto the river Kanab ; fuppoled by fome to be the 
brook Cherith, by which £d4jab hid himfelf, » Kings 
xvii. 3, 5. though objected to by others ; it feems 
to have had its name from the reeds which grew 
in it, or on the banks of it: aud the goings out 
thereof were at the fea; if the river Kanab was the 
brook Cherith, this muft be the dead or falt fea ; 
but that is never called tbe fea, rather the Aded- 
terranean fea is meant, and confequently Kanab 
could not be Cherith, which was at too great a 
diftance from this fea: this is the inheritance of the 
tribe of the children of Epbraim by their families ; 
that is, this is the defcription of the border of it ; 
for the cities within are not mentioned, and the 
defcriptions in general are very obicure. 

yg. And the feparate cities for the children of 
Ephraim, &c.| The tribe of Ephraim, being much 
larger than the half tribe of Mazajfeh, befides the 
lot that fell to it, defcribed before by its bounda- 
ries, had feveral particular and diftin¢ct cities given 
to it: which were among the inheritance of the chtl- 
dren of Manaffeh; fome that were upon the bor- 
ders of Ephraim, and within the territory of Ma- 
najfeb, and it may be where it jetted out in a nook 
or corner, fee ch. Xvii. 8, 9. all the cities with their 


towns adjacent to them. 
¥. 10. And they drave not out the Canaanites 


which dwelt in Gexer, &c.J Which was the bor- 


der of their tribe length-way, and was near the 
fea, ¥. 3. in this they did not obey the command 
of God, and either they did not drive them our, 
becaufe they could not, God not delivering them 
up into their hands, becaufe of their fins; or thro’ 
their flothfulnefs, or it may be through covetouf- 
nefs, being willing to make fome advantage to 
themfelves by them, being a trading people, which 
feems to be intended in the next claufe : but. the 
Canaanites dwelt among the Epbraimites unto this 
day; which Fofoua, the writer of this book, might 
truly fay, and be no objection to it, fince the fame 
is obferved after his death, ‘fudg. i. 29. and indeed 
they continued to dwell there until the times of 
Solomon, when it was taken by Pharash king of 
Egypt, and given as a prefent to his daughter, the 
wife of Solomon, 1 Kings ix. 15—17. and though 
this claufe does not furnifm out an argument 
againft the writing of this book by Fo/bua, yet 
from the inftance given, it appears it mutt have 
been written before the times of Solomon, and fo not 
by Ezra, as fome: and ferve under tribute; fo 
that they were under their power, and therefore 
could have driven them out, or flain them, as by 
the command of God they fhould; but they fpared 
them for the fake of the tribute they received from 
them, which feems to agree with the character of 
the Ephraimites, Hof. xii. 8. 
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HIS chapter gives an account of the lot that|/that had no part in Gilead and Bajkan on the other 
fell to the half tribe of Manaffeb, to the|fide Fordan, even for the other half tribe, whofe 


male-children of Manajfeb, and to the daughters|families are particularly mentioned, as follows: 
of Zelophehad, y.1—6. and defcribes the coaft| for the children of Abiexer ; who is called Yeezer in 
of that lot, ¥. 7—13. and relates the requeft of| Numéd. xxvi. 30. and was a fon of Gilead, the fon 


the fons of Fo/eph, to have their lot enlarged, which 
was granted, y. 14——18. 


y. 1. There was alfo alot for the tribe of Ma- 
naffeb, 8c.) As well as for the tribe of Ephraim: 
for be was the firft-born of Fofeph; and therefore 
ought to have his part and fhare in the lot of the 


of Machir, as the reft that follow were: and for 
the children of Helek, and for the children of Ajriel, 
and for ihe children of Shechem, and for the children 
of Hepber, and for the children of Shemida ; hence 
the families of the feexerites, Helekites, Africlites, 
Shechemites, Hepberites, and Shemidaites, mention- 
ed in Numb. xxvi. 30—32. and for which fami- 


children of Fofeph, though Ephraim was preferred {lies was the lot here {poken of : thefe were the male- 


before him in the bleffing of Facob, Some think 
this is given as a reafon why he had a double por- 
tion, one on the other fide Fordan, and another in 
the land of Canaan: to wit, for Machir the firj- 
born of Manaffeh the father of Gilead ; who was 
the only fon of Manaffeb, and fo through him, 
and by his fon Gilead, the whole tribe fprung from 
that patriarch: and becaufe be was a man of war, 
therefore he bad Gilead and Bafban, which were 
given to his pofterity by Mo/es, and lay on the 
other fide Fordan, fee Deut. iii. 13, 15. This 
Machir very likely had fhewn his warlike difpofi- 
tion and courage in Egypt, and had fought under 
the kings there againit the common enemy of that 
country ; for it is highly probable he was dead be- 
fore the children of J/rael came out from thence, 
but the fame warlike {pirit continued in his pofte- 
rity; they had their part affigned them on the 
other fide Jordan, to defend that country, whilft 
the tribes of Reuben and Gad attended to the care 
of their flocks and herds. : 
¥. 2. There was alfo a \ot for the reft of the chil- 


children of Manaffeh the fon of Fofeph by their fami- 
lies; which is obferved for the fake of, and to lead 
unto what follows, otherwife in common none but 
males inherited; but the following is an excepted 
and remarkable cafe. 

¥. 3. But Zelophehad the fon of Hepber, the fon 
of Gilead, the fon of Machir, the fon of Munaffeb, 
had no fons, but daughters, &c.| The defcent of 
this man is particularly given, to fhew the truth 
and reality of it, upon which his daughters made 
their requeft, and that granted and now claimed : 
and thefe are the names of bis daughters, Mablab, 
and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzab; by thé 
fame names, and in the fame order they are called 
in Numb xxvi. 33. and xxvii. 1. the order is a 
little different in ch, xxxvi. 11. 

¥. 4. And they came near before Eleazar the 
pric, and before Fefhua the fon of Nun, and before 
the princes, &c.] ‘The ten princes, who with 
Eleazar and Fofhua, were appointed to divide the 
land, Numb. xxxiv. 17—29. and were now met 
together for that purpofe, ch. xiv. 1. faving, the 


dren of Manafféh by their families, &c.] For fuch| Lord commanded Mofes to give us an inheritance 
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among our brethrén, thofe of the fame tribe oti! 
them ; for upon their application to Mo/es he en- 
quired of the Lord, who ordered him to grant 
their requeft, Namb. xxvii. 1—7. therefore accord- 
ing to the commandment of the Lord be gave them 
an inheritance among the brethren of their fa- 
thers; that is, to the half tribe of Manaffeh, the 
lot which fell to it was divided into ten parts : ac- 
cording to the Yewi/h writers, the fix families be- 


fore mentioned, had fix parts, and the daughters 
of Zelophehad had four parts; one on the account 


of Zelophebad their father, two on the account of|as at mount Carmel: and in 


their grandfather Hepber, who they fay was the 
firft-born, and one on account of their uncle, their 
father’s brother, who died in the wildernefs with- 
out children , fo Jarchi and Kimchi relate from the 
Talmud * 5 but the true cafe feems to be this, there 
were fix portions for the fix families, but there 
being no fons in Hepher’s family, his part was di- 
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river ; of the river Kanab, as well as on the fou 
of it;-it had cities there, though poflefied by 
tribe of Ephraim: and the out-goings of it were at 
the fea, the Mediterranean fea. . | Ng 
¥. 10. Southward it was Ephraim’s, and north- 
ward it was Manajffeb’s, &c.| As Ephraim lay to 
the fouth of Manaffeb, Manafjeb lay to the north 
of Ephraim: and the fea is bis border; the Medi- 
terranean tea was their boundary on the weit: 
and they met together in Afber on the north; that is, 
on. the north-weft towards the Mediterranean fea, 
Ifachar on the eaft, 


towards Yordan. ron ty 

¥. 11. And Manafh had in Ifachar, and in 
Afber, Beth-foean and ber towns, &c.\ As Ephraim 
had cities in Manaffeb, fo had Maneffeb cities in 
thefe two tribes, which in fome parts bordered on 
it, before defcribed, even the cities following, and 
the firft that is named is Beth-/heaw: this lay in 


vided into five, and given to the five daughters of the tribe of J/achar;, and was the uttermoft border 


Zelophehad : befide the land of Gilead and Bajban, 
which were on the other fide Jordan; which were 
given to the other half tribe, as before obferved. 
¥.6. Becaufe the daughters of Manaffeb had an 
inheritance among his fons, &c.| Which occafion- 
ed fuch a number of portions; the daughters of 
Zelophehad are meant, who defcended from Ma- 
nafjeh : and the ref of Manaffeb, fome bad the land 
of Gilead; that is, thofe befides the fix families be- 
fore exprefled, namely, the two families of the 
Machirites and Gileadites, Numb, xxvi. 29. 

y.7. And the coaft of Manafeh was from Afber, 
&c.] Not from the border of the tribe of Aer, 
as Kimchi, in which he is followed by Vatablus ; 
for that was at too great a diftance; bur a city 
of the tribe of Manaffeb , and in Ferom’s ' time, a 
village of this name was fhewn 15 miles from Nea- 
polis or Shechem, as you go from thence to Seytho- 
polis, near the public road: to Michmethab that 
lieth Before Shechem ; the fame place mentioned in 
the defcription of the border of Ephraim, ch. xvi 
6. fee the note there: and the border went along 
on the right-hand, unto the inhabitants of En-tap- 
puab ; that is, leaving this place, and its inhabi- 
tants to the right, which was a place in the land 
of that name, next mentioned ; and feems to be 
fo called from a fountain in it, or near it, as well 
as from a multitude of apples growing there, and 
with which perhaps the country abounded, of which 
in the following verfe. 

¥.8. Now Manajffeh had the land of Tappuab, 
&c.] The whole territory that went by that name, 
from a city of note in it, next mentioned ; all the 
the fields and villages in it belonged to the tribe 
of Manaffeh : but Tappuab on the border of Manaffeb 
belonged to the children of Ephraim; and was one 
of thofe feparate cities they had among the inheri- 
tance of the children of Manaffeb 5 though it feems 
they had only the city, not the territory adjacent 
to it, and which was named from it. 

¥. 9. And the coaft defcended unto the river Kanab, 
fouthward of the river, &c.] The fame mention- 
ed in the account of the coaft of Ephraim, ch. xvi.| 
8. which was north of that river, as Manaffeh was 
to the fouth of it: she/e cities of Ephraim are among 
the cities of Manaffeh; that is, the cities before men- 
tioned, Alber, Michmethab, En-tappuab, and Tap- 


of Manafzh that way; it was, as Fofepbus = fays, 
called Scythopolis; but not from the Scythians, as 
Pliny " faggefts; but from Succotb, a place where 
Facob refided, and which was not far from it, Gen. 
XXxiii, 17. 1 Kings iv. 12. and vii. 46. it lay be+ 
fore the great plain of Yezree/, and was at the en- 
trance into it, 1 Maccab. v. 52. and was 600 fur- 
longs, or 75 miles trom Yeru/alem, according to 
2 Maccab. xii. zg. and was one of the cities of 
Decapolis, from whence our.Lord had hearers, Matt. 
iv. 25. It was fuch a pleafant place, that it is 
faid in the Ta/mud°, that if the garden of Eden 
was in the land of Jrael, Beth-pean was the gate 
of it; on which the glofs fays, that its fruits were 
the fweeteft in the land of I/rael: and Ibleam and 
ber towns ; it feems to be the fame with Biam, 
by a tranfpofition of the two firft letters, 1 Chron. - 
vi. 70. and was a place not far from Megiddo, af- 
ter mentioned, as appears from 2 Kings ix. 27: 
and the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, this had 
been a royal city, ch. xi. 2. and xii. 23. fee the 
notes there: and the. inhabitants of Endor and ber 
towns; this place became famous for a witch 
there in the times of Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. 7. in the 
times of Yerom? it was a large village near mount’ 
Tabor, four miles to the fouth, which he calls- 
Aendor, of or in Fezreel ; and elfewhere * he fpeaks 
of Endor, as near the town of Naim, where our 
Lord raifed the widow’s fon from the dead, and’ 
is about Scythopolis: and the inbabitants of Taanach 
and ber towns; this had been a royal city, fee the 
note on ch, xii. 22: and the inbabitants of Megiddo 
and ber towns ; this was another royal city men= 
tioned with the former, ch. xii. 21. fee the note 
there: even ¢hree countries ; the three laft ‘cities, 
with their towns, that are mentioned, Exdor, 


Taanach and Megiddo, all which perhaps belonged 


to Dor, and may be the Naphoth-dor fpoken of 
ch, xi. 2. and xii. 23. where the fame word is ufed 
as here ; fo Yarchi interprets it. : ’ 

y. 12. Yet the children of Manaffeh could not 
drive out the inhabitants of thefe cities, 8c.] Men-— 
tioned in the preceding verfe , they had not ftrength” 
at firft to do it, or either were negligent and floth-— 
ful, and fuffered them to dwell among them, and 
did not take the advantage they might have don 
and afterwards it was too late, they became 


puab; though they were in the tribe of Manaffeb, | ftrong and numerous for them, at leaft for atime: _ 


yet they were inhabited by the Epbraimites: the| 
coaft of Manaffeh alfo was on the north fide of the 
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but the Canaanites would dwell in the land; whe- 
ther they would or no. 0 WIG 
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_ Me 3. Yet it came to pafs when the children of 
Tirael were waxed firong, &c.] Increafed in num- 
bers, and became fuperior to the Canaanites, not 
only thofe of the “tribe of Manafeh, but of the. 
other tribes alfo: that they put the Canaanites to 
tribute, they did not take away their lives, as they 
were commanded to do, but made them tributaries 
to them, which feems to arife from a covetous dif- 
pofition, and done for the fake of gain: bur did 
not utterly deftroy them out, which they were or- 
dered to do, and could now have done; for if 
they were able to make them pay tribute to them, 
they had power fufficient to drive them out, or 
deftroy them, and therefore broke the command- 
ment of God, Dewé. vii. 1, 2. and xx. 16, 17. 

y. 14. And the children of Fofeph fpake unto 
Fofoua, &c.| Which fome underftand of the chil- 
dren of Manaffeh only ; and indeed the complaint 
and arguments ufed, as well as fome circumftances 
in the account, beft agree with them ; yet certain 
it is, that the children of Ephraim accompanied the 
children of Manaffeb, and were prefent at this in- 
Werview, as appears from y.17. and if they did] dy 4s', or obtained and poffefied by us ; we are 
not join with them in the requeft and complaint|not able to get it into our hands, there being a 
“exprefsly, they countenanced and encouraged the} valley between us and that: and the Canaanites 
fame by their prefence: why haft thou given me but| that dwell in the land of the valley have chariots of 
one lot and one portion to inherit ; this feems to fuir| ‘voz; not chariots made of iron, but chariots with 
better with one than both ; for there was a lot for|iron fcythes faftened to the fides, or axle trees of 
the tribe of Manaffeb alfo, as well as for Ephraim, |them, which when driven with great force and fury, 
¥. 1. by which’it fhould feem that there were two,| would cut down the infantry in battle, as orafs is 
and if both made this expoftulation, it was nor|cut down with fcythes, fee Jdg. iv. 2, 3: both 
fact; but it may be, that the inheritance which|they who are of Beth-/hean and her towns, and they 
came to them by lot, was not as yet divided, and|who are of the valley of Fezreel, both which be- 
fo they called it one Jot and one portion, and then|longed to the tribe of Manaffeh, or were on the 
it might with propriety be faid by them both ; and|borders of it, though as yet they had not got pof- 
their fenfe be, that the lot or portion.affigned them |feffion, fee y. II. and this circumftance feems to 
was only fufficient for one of them, and not for both: | favour the notion, that the tribe of Manaffeh were 
feeing Iam a great people; as efpecially both tribes | at leaft chiefly concerned in this addrefs. 

ut together were: fora/much as the Lord bath| . 17. And Fofoua {pake unto the houje of Fofeph, 
blefed me hitherto? this beft agrees with the tribe|even to Epbraim and to Manajeh, &c. | From 
of Manaffeh, which fince their coming out of} whence it is clear that fome of both were prefent 3 
Egypt, was increafed 20,500, whereas the tribe of} and they being brethren, and their interefts united, 
Ephraim was decreafed ; compare Numb. i. 33, 7g.{and their cities intermixed, it would be to their 
with ch. xxvi. 34, 37- Now it might have been mutual advantage to have an enlargement; which 
expected by them, that as Fo/bua was of the tribe|the tribe of Manaffeb wanted more elpecially, more 
of Ephraim, that he would have favoured their|of their cities that fell to their lot being in the 
caufe on that account, and that they fhould have|hands of the Cazaanites, than of any other : /ay- 
obtained the grant of an addition by that means ;|img, thou art a great people, and haft great power 
but Jo/bua was impartial in his adminiftration, and| were very numerous, and io able to contend with 
fhowed no favour and affection ‘on that fcore, as}the Canaanites, and make them{elves more room: 
appears by what follows. thou foalt not have one lot only ; or only have what 

y. 15. And Fofoua anfwered them, &c.] By re-|they were poffefled of, but fhould have more; and 
torting their own argument upon them: if thou} as they wanted more, they were able enough to 
be a great people; which he does not deny, as get more ; and if they exerted their power, rely- 
they were for numbers and power: then get thee|ing on the providence of God, through his blef- 
up to the wood country ; which byrpber aa and | fing on Be ier iat would certainly have 

i their borders, and lay on hills and moun. {an increafe of their por ion. 

Mins, Behan the OuheIrOF Gilboa, and there-|_ y. 18. But the mountain fall be thine, &c } Or 
fore are bid to go up: and cut down for thyfelf| for * it fhall be thine; thou fhall get the poffeffion 
there; cut down the trees of the wood, clear the|of it, though attended with difficulties that feem 
ground of them, and fo make it habitable, and infuperable : for or if, though * it is a. wooed; the 
by that means enlarge the places of their habita, | habitation of the Perizzites, and giants, and fo 
tion: in the land of the Perizzites, and of the|dangerous to go up to it, and full of trees, and fo 
giants; or Rephaim, the former of thefe were one feems unprofitable and ufelefs: and thou foalt cut 
of the feven nations of the Canaanites, who from | i# down; both the inhabitants of it, and the aie 
their name feem to have dwelt not in the cities,}of it, and clear it of both, and make it both fafe 


and walled towns, but in villages, and fcattered| and commodious to dwell in, which would 7 : 
. ni 


houfes, in defart places, arid among the woods, 
where alfo the giants had retired and dwelt after 
Jofoua had driven them out of the cities; and by 
driving thefe out of their prefent habitations, they 
would gain more room to dwell in, and would find 
their lot fufficient for them: if mount Ephraim be 
too narrow for thee; either meaning all Ephraim, 
and even the whole lot of the fons of ¥o/eph, or 
rather the mount particularly fo called; for the 
words may be rendered, for mount Ephraim haftens 
for thee; was clear or open for thee ; ready to be 
delivered to thee, and thou mayeft poffefs it ae 
once, 

¥. 16. And the children of Fofeph faid, the bill 
is not enough for us, &c.} Meaning either mount 
Ephraim, and all included in it; or it may be ra- 
ther the wood-country on the hills and mountains 
they were bid to go up.to; fignifying, that if they 
could gain that out of the hands of the Perizzites 
and giants, and clear it of the wood, and make 
it habitable, even that would not be fufficient for 
them ; or that hill and mountain cannot be found 


$ i i i ; ffymus montem 
i Ns gt nt. p. 21. r 5 mp) md non invenietur nobis, Montanus 3 non po 
Shor’ Be rtewtee vechons son obtinebitur a nobis, Mafius. § 95 quia, Pagninus, Montanus, Junius & Tre- 
: ‘weitiind etius, p- 378. t 9 fi, Junius & Tremellius; licet, Ar, verf, Lat. 
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fine enlargement for them: and the out-goings of ityafraid ‘of their chariots, though terrible, nor of 


Jeall be thine; all it produces when cultivated, and|their giants and mighty men, God will be on your 
all the parts adjacent to it: for show fhalt drive|\fide, and you have nothing to fear from them, fee 
out the Canaanites , this ‘fofbua affures them of, to| Zo. xi. 4, 6. whether the tribes of Ephraim and, 
encourage them to attempt it: though they bave\Manafth took this advice of Yo/bua, is not faid. 

iron chariots, and though they be firong, be not 


‘ 


Go AS Pe ee 


HIS chapter informs us of the fetting up of 


the tabernacle at Shiloh, yy. 1. of the notice 
Fofhua took, that feven tribes had not received 
their inheritance, ¥. 2. of the inftructions he gave 
them to fend three men out of each tribe, and de- 
fcribe the land not yet difpofed of, and bring the 
account tohim, which was accordingly done, ¥. 3—9. 
and then he caft lots for them, and the firft lot 
came up for Benjamin, y.10, 11. the borders of 
whole lots are defcribed, y. 12—20. and the feve- 
veral cities in it enumerated, ¥. 21—28. 


greater part of it, and all fo as to have no diftur+ 


bance from, or war with the inhabitants. . 
y.2. And there remained among the children of 
Tfrael feven tribes, &c.] Which were thote of Ben- 


jamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Ifachar, + foer, Napthali, 


and Dan: which had not yet received their inberi-, 
tance ; and for which the lots were not calk. ; 

¥. 3. And Fofoua faid unto the children of Ifrael, 
&c.] To thole of the feven tribes: 2ow long are 


you flack to go to poffe/s the land which the Lord God 


of your fathers hath given you? not that they 


y.1. And the whole congregation of the children\ without having it affigned to them by lot; that 
of Irael affembled together at Shilob, &c.] - The|they did not do this, is not what is complained of, 
whole body of the people, men, women and chil-|and they ftand reproved tor; bur that when two 
dren, as well as the camp, ¥. g. at leaft all that}tribes and a half had received their inberitance, 
had not received their inheritances in the land.|thefe feemed indifferent to it, fhewed.no inclina- 
Hither they came from Gilgal, where the campjtion and difpofition towards it, and much lefs 
and tabernacle had been ever fince their paflage|eagernels to have a fettlement, and did not apply 
over Jordan, but aow the land being in the main{to the court for it; which dilatorinels might arile 
fubdued, that was too far off both for the camp|from the prefent affluence of all good things they 


‘and tabernacle, and therefore they moved farther 
into the land, and nearer Feru/alem, where in time 
the tabernacle was to be placed.. The place they 
afiembled at, Shiloh, was in the tribe of Ephraim, 
of which tribe Fo/bua was, and whofe lot and in- 
heritance was now fixed, and it was not far from 
Ferufalem, about two leagues. “Ferom fays ", it was 


enjoyed through the fpoils of the enemy; and 
partly through flothfulnefs, being tired of the war, 
and perceiving that they mudt be involved in it 
again to difpoffefs the Canaanites of fome of the 


their flacknefs might be the more increafed, by ob- 


ten miles fromVeapolis or Shechem, inthe country of{lot they had received, and therefore waited till 


Acrabatena; and that there were fcarce any ruins of it 
to be feen in his day, only an altar demolifhed was 
fhown , It feems to have its name from the peace- 
able condition the land was now in, and very like- 
ly was now given it on that account: and fet up 
the tabernacle of the congregation there; no doubt 
by the appointment and direétion of God, figni- 
fied to Eleazar the high-prieft, either by a voice, 
or by Urim and Thummim , and the removal of it 


and. partly that it might be near where Fo/Eua, the 


things were adjufted to greater fatisfaction. 


¥. 4. Give out from amoug you three men for each 
tribe, &c.] That is,~ for each of the feven tribes, 
in all 21; though fome think they were toa be 
taken out of all the nine tribes and a half, and 
were 36 ; and fo fofepbus * feems' to underftand its, 


but then he makes but one out of each tribe to be. 
ent, and but ten in all, which is a great over- 
ight in that hiftorian: and Iwill fend thenz Fofoua 
feemed neceffary, partly that becaufe feveral camps} P ‘ 
which furrounded it, were now broken up and fet-} 


tled in their cities, as Rexben, Judah and Ephraim ;\faction ; but when chofen and prefented to him, he 


would not take upon him to name the perfons, but 
left it to their own choice for their greater fatit 


would give them a commiffion and directions whar 


overnor of J/rael, refided, Ephraim being his|to do: and they fhall rife; gird themiely 

atid and alfo fince Gilga/, on the borders of the} prepare for rhea and. fet A ee a 
land, was too far off for the people to refort to|/brough the land of Canaan; not the whole of it 
the tabernacle, and therefore it was proper it fhould}but that part which as yet was not difpofed, of ; 
be more in the heart of the country : when this was|though fome think they were to go through moh 
done, cannot certainly be determined ; Kimchi fays|defcribe the whole land ; but I {ee no reafon for 
it was ¥4 years after the J/raelites came into the|that, for what was defcribed was to be divided into 
Jand of Canaan ; and fo fays * their chronology ; but/feven parts only; and what belonged already to 
it is highly probably it was before that time, and| Judah aud Fo/feph, feem plainly to be excepted inn 
not longer than feven or eight years at moft ; here|the following verfe: and deferibe it according ta 
the tabernacle continued, according to the Yewi/h| che inheritance of them; take the dimenfions of ity, 
writers ¥, 369 years, even unto the times of Sa- 
miiel, when for the fins of the fons of ZZ it was|number of the tribes that had not received 

removed. Eupolemus*, an heathen writer, {peaks|inheritance. archi thinks this defcription and 


might have taken poffeflion of ic of themfelves, ~ 


cities that would fall to their lot; and perhaps 


ferving the diffatisfaction of the tribes with the 


and divide it into feven parts, according to. the’ 


ef the holy temple being fixed at Shiloh by Fofbua :}vifion were not to be made equally, but accor al k 


and the land was fubdued before them; the farjing to the largenefs and fmalnefs of the tribes ; 


ays but 
" De loc. Heb. fol. 94. I, 

Olam Rabba, c. 11. p. 32. 

Olam Rabba, ut fupra. 

c. le§. 21. 


» Comment. in Soph. e. 1. fol. 94. J. Epitaph. Paul. fol. Li 
Y Maimon. in Mifn. Zebachim, c. 14. §. 6. Dates in ib. §. 7. 
* Apud Eufeb. Prapar. Evangel, 1. 9. ¢. 30. p. 447. 
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Ch. xvi. ¥. 541. 
but this could not be done by the meafurers, fince 
the inheritance of each depended on the lot that 
was afterward to be caft, which by this means 
would have been rendered needlefs: and they /hall 
come again to me; which feems to be not only a 
precept or inftruction to them, that when they had 
done their bufinefs, they fhould come to Yobua 
and give him an account of it; but an affurance 
alfo of their fafety, that they fhould receive no 
difturbance nor hurt from the remaining Canaan-~ 
ites, but fhould return fafe and well. 

y. 5. And they fhall divide it into feven parts, 
&c.] According to the number of the feven tribes 
not yet fettled ; and this they were to defcribe and 
divide, was all the land fubdued, or not fubdued, 
only the following excepted : Fudah shall abide in 
~ their coaft on the fouth; on the fouth of the land 
of Canaan, where their lot fell, fo that needed not 
to be meafured and defcribed ; and this tribe was 
to retain what they were poffeffed of, unlefs ic 
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| 


take particular notice, and dn exact furvey of ir, 
both of the quality and the quantity of it: end 
defcribe it its cities and towns, hills and dales, the 
goodnefs and badnefs of the foil, and put’ ic down 
in a book, or lay it out in a,map, that it may be 
difcerned by the eye what number of cities, and 
what {pace of ground it contains, and what parts 
are hilly and woody, and what otherwife: and 
come again to me; to make a report of it: that [ 
may caft lots for you before the Lordi Shilob; that 
is, for the feveral tribes which they belonged: to, 
and by whom they were chofen for this purpofe, 
¥. 9. And ihe men went and paffed through the 
land, &c.) Undifturbed by the inhabirants that 
remained ; the fear of the //rac/ifes being ftill upon 
them, and the providence of God reftraining them, 
fo that the men paffed through the whole country, 
and took a furvey of it without any moleftation : 
and defcribed it by cities, into feven parts, in a books 
or map, or rather made feven maps of it, and fet 


fhould appear they had too much, and others want- down the feveral cities in each divifion, with the 
ed, and they willing to part with fome of it to places adjacent, hills and vales, and marked out 
their brethren, as they afterwards did to the tribes'a plain and exact chorography of the whole, b 

of Simeon and Dan: and the bhoufe of Fofeph Joall\ which it appears they muft be men. well fkilled in 
abide in their coaft on the north, on the north of geometry. Fofepbus ° fays, that Fofua added to 
the tribe of Zudab; not of the land of Canaan,'them fome that underitood geometry ; but doubt- 


y. 6. Ye foall therefore defcribe the land into feven 
parts, Sc.) Or ye fhall defcribe the land, even: 
the feven parts ef it when divided ; it feems as if; 
they were firft to defcribe in general all the land not 
difpofed of, and then divide it into feven parts, 
and make a particular defcription of each part, or 
form a plan, or draw a map of every part: end 
bring the defcription bither to me; not by word of 
mouth, but as written in a book, or marked out 
in a map, and laid before him, fee ¥.°9. that J 
may caft lots for you here before the Lord your God ; 
in Sbilob, at the. door of the tabernacle, and fo 
before the Lord who dwelt in it, at whole difpofal 
the lot was, and by which every one of the feven 
tribes would have their part and portion affigned 
them, moft fitting and convenient for them, ac- 
cording to the will and counfel of God, in which 
it became them to acquiefce. 

y.7. But the Levites have no part among you, 
&c.] And fo needed not to fend any men out of 
their tribe to meafure the land on their account, 
and is a reafon why the remaining part of the land 
was to be divided into feven parts only: for the 
pricfthood of the Lord is his inheritance, not only 
the office; but what appertained to it, all the per- 
quifites of it, the tithes, firft-fruits, parts of the 
facrifices, €8c. fee ch. xiii. 14: and Gad, and Reu- 
ben, and half the tribe of Manaffeb, have received 


for fome other tribes lay more northerly. | 
| 


} 


it 


lefs the perfons each tribe chofe and fent, were fuch 
whom they knew were well verfed in that art, and 
fo fit for the bufinefs; and which they had, no 


j Boas is be} 2 nas ? 
doubt, learnt in Egypt, this being one part of the 


wifdom and learning of the Azypsians, who boalted 
of it as an invention of theirs, as Diodorus Sicu- 
lus © relates ; and indeed they were obliged to ftudy, 
it, their country being divided into feveral nomes, 
and thefe into leffer diftriéts, and which alfo were 
fubdivided, and according thereunto were the king’s 
taxes levied upon them; and what with the con- 
fufion frequently made by the overflowing; of the 
Nile, they were frequently obliged to meafure 
their land over again ; and hence they became exu 
pert in this fcience, which is commonly believed 
took its rife from them, and pafled into Greece, as 
Herodotus *, and Strabo *, and other authors relate: 
however, it is certain from this inftance in the 
time of Fofhua, that geometry was not the invention, 
of Anaximander, about 00 years before Chrift, as 
fome have afferted': and came asain to Fofbua to 
the hoft at Shiloh; where the camp, as well as the 
people in common, and the tabernacle, were ; they 
returned, as Yofepbus ® fays, at the end of {even 
months ; and to meafure fo much land, and make 
fuch divifions of it, and give the plans and maps 
of each divifion, muft take up a confiderable 
time. 


y¥. 10. And Fofhua caft lots for them in Sbilob bes 


their inheritance beyond ‘fordan on the eaft, which\fore the Lord, &c.| For the feven tribes, as he 
Mojes the fervant of the Lord gave them and {ojhad for the two tribes and a half at Gilgal ; of the 
had no fhare in the divifion of the land of Caxzagn,\manner of cafting lots, fee the note on Numb, xxvi. 
being fufficiently provided for. — 55: and there Fofhua divided the land unio the chil- 
y. 8. And the men arofe, and went away, &c.]\dren of Ifrael according to their divifion; the land 
The feven tribes took the advice of Fofbua, chofe|that was divided into feven parts, he diftributed to 
three men out of each tribe, and prefented them |the feven tribes, as the lot came up for them, and 
to him, who gave them their commiffion and in-jthen divided thefe feveral parts according to the 

ftruétion to go and defcribe the land of Canaan, |families.and houfholds in each tribe. 
not yet difpofed of, and whether fubdued, or not| y. 41. And the lot of the tribe of the children of 
fubdued; upon which they prepared for their jour-| Benjamin came up according to their families, 8c.] 
ney, and took it, after he had given them the fol-|This was the firft lot of the feven that came Up 5 
lowing charge : and Fofoua charged them that went }it was but a fmall lot, and therefore called Jistle 
zo defcribe the land, before they departed from| Benjamin, Pf. Ixviii. 27. but the land was very: 
him : faying, go and walk through the land; and\pleafant and fruitful. Fo/ephus* fays, this lot was 
very 


4 Euterpe, five, 1. 2, c. 109. , © Geograph, 


¥ Antiq. 1.5. ¢. 1. §.21. © Bibliothec. l. 1. p. 63 
abo, Geograph, 1.1. p. 5. Laert. 1, 2: vit, Anaxi- 


_ Lap peg4t, 542. Vid. Suidam in voce Tswpilee. * Vidi Str 
mand. or Oe Re fupra. » Antiq. 1.5. Gc. 1. § a2. 
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very ftrait, becaufe of the goodnefs of the foil, |\thoron, as in the preceding verfe: and the goings 
for it took in Fericho, and the city of Ferufalem : lout thereof, the end of the weftern coaft, were at Arr- 
the coaft of their lot came forth between the children\jatb-baal, which is Kirjath-jearim, a city of the 
of Fudah, and the children of Fofeph; having Fu-\ children of Fudab;, of which fee ch. xv. 9, 60; 


dah on the fouth, and Yo/eph on the north; this 
was fo ordered by the providence of God, that 
Benjamin fhould lie clofe to Fo/eph, being own bro- 
thers, and the only children of Rachel, Facob’s 
beloved wife ; and that it fhould be next to Fudab, 
with whom it was to unite, both in religious and 
civil. affairs, and both met in and had a part of 
Ferufalem, the metropolis of J/rael; and this lot 
fell exactly according to the prediction of Mo/es, 
and the order of it, who places Benjamin between 
‘Fudah and Fofeph, the tribe of Levi having no 
fhare in the divifion of the land, Deut. xxxui. 7, 
12, 13. 


y. 12. And their border on the north-fide was|xv 


from Fordan, &c.) Which was the eaftern boun- 
dary of the tribe, and hence proceeded from eaft 
to weft, and formed its northern border, which is 
defcribed in like manner as the lot of the children 
of Jofeph, ch. xvi. 1, 2: aud the border went up 
to the fide of Fericho on the north-fide, from Fordan 
it went to the north of Fericho, and fo took in that 
place, which was within the tribe of Benjamin, 
y. 21: and went up through the mountains weft- 


ward; the mountains that were on the north of|as of the other, fee ch. xv. 8. 


Fericho, for, as Strabo fays ', Fericho was fur? 
rounded with mountains, fee ch. ii. 16, 22. thro’ 
thefe mountains the coaft went on towards the 
weftern border of the tribe: and the goings out 
thereof were at the wildernefs of Beth-aven a place 
near Bethel and 4z, to which there was a wilder- 
nefs adjoining, fee ch. vii. 2. and viii. 20. here 
ended the northern border. 

¥. 13. And the border went over from thence to- 
wards Luz, &c.) From Betb-aven, where the 
northern border ended, the weftern began, and 
went on to Luz: to the fide of Luz, which is Bethel, 
fouthward ; that is, pafied along, leaving that city 
to the fouth, which formerly was called Luz, but 
now Bethel, which though diftinct, places former-- 
ly, yet being very near, might in procefs of time 
be joined; fee the note on ch. xvi. 2. and the bor- 
der defcended to Ataroth-adar, the fame with /r- 
chi-ataroth, ch. xvi. 2, 5. fee the note there: near 
the bill that \ieth on the fouth fide of the nether Betb- 
horon; fo called to diftingwifh it from Beth- 
horon the upper, fituated on an hill or mountain, 
ch. xvi. 5. this was rebuilt by Solomon, 1 Kings 
iv. 17. 

y.14. And the border was drawn thence, &c.] 
From Beth-horon: and compaffed the corner of the 
fea fouthward , it is hard to fay what fea is meant, 
or what by it. Fuller * conjectures, that as the 


this was the weft-quarter ; as thus defcribed. 

¥.15. And the fouth-quarter was from the end of 
Kirjath-jearim, &c.} Where the weftern quarter 
ended: and the border went out on the weft; not 
directly fouth, but fomewhat wefterly. It is in the 
original, the fea, and fhould be rendered, from 
the fea, or frem the weft™; and Yarchi confelles 
his ignorance, and fays, 1 know not what fea it is; 
and well-he might, for there was no fea here; bus 
the Mediterranean fea, being to the weft of the 
land of J/rae/, it is often ufed for the welt in the 
Hebrew language, and fo here: and went out ta 
the well of waters of Nephtoab; {ee the note on ch. 


VY. And the border came down, &c.] In the 
defcription of the border of Yudah, hereabout, it 
is faid to go up, ch. xv. 5.. becaufe there, as Far- 
chi obferves, the meafure was from eat to weft, 
but here from weft to eaft: to the end of the moun- 
tain that \ieth before the valley of the fon of Hin- 
nom; this fouth-border of Fenjamin is the fame 
with the north-border of Fudah; and the fame 
places are mentioned in the defcription of the one, 
The mountain is 
mount Moriah, and which is in the valley of the 
giants on the north; on the north of the valley of 
Rephaim: and defcended to the valley of Hinnom; 
the border from the end of mount Moriah to that 
valley: to the fide of ‘febufi on the fouth ; to the 
fouth-fide of Ferufalem, having that city on the 
fouth : and defcended to En-rogel ; of which fee the 
note on ch. xv. 7. 

¥.17. And was drawn from the north, &c. J 
Turning northward, and looking that way trom 
the weft to the eaft: and went forth to En-/bemefh ; 
or the fountain of the fun, fee ch. xv. 7: and 
went forth toward Geliloth , called Gilgal, ch. xv. 
7: which is over-againft the going up to Aduminin; 
a place between Yerufalem and Fericho, fee ch. xv. 
7: and defcended to the ftone of Boban the fou of 
Reuben ; tee ch. xv. 6. i 

y. 18. And paffed along toward the fide over- 
againft Arabab northward, &c.] The fame with 


Beth-arabah, ch. xv. 6. and fo it is called here in © 


the Greek verfion: and went down unto Arabah ; 
the fame as before, and included it, for it is men- 
tioned among the cities of this tribe, ¥. 22. 
¥. 19. And the border paffed along to the fide of 
Beth-hoglah northward, &c.| Inclining fomewhat 
toward the north, but not leaving the city to the 
north, for it is included in the lot of Benjamin, 
¥. 21. of which place fee ch. xv. 6: and the out- 


Hebrews call any confluence of water a fea, as wel goings of the border were at the north -bay of the 
call fuch a mere, the great waters in Gibeom may |/alt fea ; here ended the fouthern border of Benja- 
be meant, Yer. xli. 12. for it cannot mean the|min, even at the bay or creek of the falt fea, which 
Mediterranean fea, for Dan lay between Benjamin\looked northward, as the fouthern border of JFudab 


and that; and yet if a fea is meant, no other can 
be; wherefore it is beft to render it the weft quar- 
ter, as it is in the latter part of this verfe; and fo 
the fame word is tranflated, ¥. 12. the wef, and 
not the /ea, as it fometimes is; for the border of 
Benjamin did not reach the fea any where; though 
Fofepbus' makes it to extend to it, and fays, that 
the length of it was from the river Fordan to the 
fea: from the bill that lieth before Beth-boren fouth- 
ward; the hill that lay to the fouth of nether Be- 


1 Geograph. 1. 16. p. 525. 
a mari, Mafius ; ab occidente, Noldius, N°. 1083. p. 239. 


* Pifgah-fight, b. 2. ¢. 12, p. 252. 


began at that bay of it, which looked fouthward, 
ch. xv. 2: at the fouth-end of Fordan; where it 
fell into the falt fea: this was the fouth-coaft, as 
before defcribed. 
¥.20. And Fordan was the border of it on the 
eaftfide, &c.| It had Fordan on the eatt, Dan 
on the weft, Fudab on the fouth, and Fofeph or 
Ephraim on the north : this was the inheritance of 
the children of Benjamin, by the coajts thereof round 
about, according to their families; this is the ge~ 
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neral defcription of the limits of this tribe, the|miles from Bethel to the eaft, near Ramah, next 
particular cities in it follow. mentioned; and which the fame writer relates 4 was 
y. 21. Now the cities of the tribe of the children\fix miles from Aha: or Ferufalem to the north 
of Benjamin, according to their families, were Fe-\againtt Bethel. Rauwolff, a traveller in thofe parts, 
ricko, &c.] Which though deflroyed, and not to}fays', that the town of Rama is fituated on his 
be rebuilt as a city, was yet a place inhabited, andjafcent, in plain fields, which extend themfelves 
in future times was rebuilt, and in great {plendor, /for two leagues to the hill of the city of Feru/alem 5 
and continued to the time of Chrift,; of which fee;thefe fields are very fruitful, and well tilled and 
ch. ii. 1. Beth-hoglah, where or near to which|fown with corn, cotton, and Indian millet ; the 
_ was the threfhing-floor of Atad, at which lamen-jtown is »pretty large, but very open, like unto a 
tation was made for Facob, Gen. 1. 10. fee the note; village, very pitifully built, where one may ftill fee 
there, and on Foo. xv. 6: and the valley of Keziz ;|here and there fome figns of old buildings. Bee- 
or Emek-keziz ; fo. the Greek verfion calls it Ame-|roth was a city that belonged to the Gibeonites, 
cafis : it is highly probable it was in the valley or ch. ix. 17. and erom fays*, ‘in his time was fhewn 
plain of Fericho, and perhaps might have its name)the village, feven miles from Aka or Ferufalem, 
trom the incifion of the balfam-tree there; which, | as you goto Neapolis or Shechem. 
as Pliny” fays, was cut with glafs or a ftone, or} ¥. 26. Aud Mizpeb, and Chephirab, and Mozab.] 
with knives made of bone; if cut with iron, it/Frequent mention is made of Mizpeb in {cripture; 
kills it. according to Fuller‘, it was about eight miles from 
¥. 22. And Beth-arabab, and Zemaraim, and Gtbeab; it was near Ramathon, which Fofepbus 
Beth-el.| Of the firft and laft of thefe, fee the, fays * was 40 furlongs from Ferufalem. C ephirak 
notes on ch. vii. 2. and xv. 6. One of the fons was one of the cities fubject to Gibeon, ch. ix. 17. 
of Canaan was named Zemari, Gen. x. 18. by|There was a place called Motza, near to Feru/a- 
whom thiscity Zemaraim might be built, or how-\/em, where they ufed to go to get willows at the 
ever have its name given it, in memory of him ; feait of tabernacles *. 
there was a mountain of this name in the tribe of| ¥.297. And Rekem, and Irpeel, and Taralab.} 
Ephraim, near to which this city might be, 2 Chron.'Of thele cities, there is no mention made elfe- 
Xili, 4. i where. 
¥.23. And Avim, and Parab, and Opbrab.] Of| ¥. 28. And Zelab, Eleph, and Febufi, which is 
the two firft of thefe we read no where elfe. Opb-| Ferufalem, Gibeath, and Kirjath, &c.) Zelab was 
rab is not the fame with Ophra in Fudg. vi. 1x.\the burying-place of Saul and his family, 2 Sam. 
that belonged to the tribe of Manaffeh, but rather | Xxi. 14. lepb is no where elfe mentioned ; fome 
that which was in the land of Shuah, 1 Sam. xiii. ljoin it with Zelab, and make one city of it, bur 
17. Ferom calls this place Aphra, in the tribe ofjthen the number of cities given could not be com- 
Benjamin, and fays °, in his time there was a vil-|pleated ; both Yarchi and Kimchi fay, they Were 
lage called Efrem, five miles from Bethel to the|two cities, as doubtlefs they were; of Feru/alem 
eat, which very probably is the fame with this. . being called Febufi, fee ch. xv. 63. it belonged 
¥. 24. And Chephar-haammonai, and Opbni, and|partly to the tribe of Fudah, and partly to the 
Gaba, &c.]. Of the two firft of thefe no mention|tribe of Benjamin ; mount Zion belonged to Fudab, 
is made elfewhere. Gaba is the fame with Gibeah,|and Moriah to Benjamin, Gibeath was a diftin& 
a well-known place, becaufe of the foul fact com-|city both from Gaba and Gibeon 5 by its beine men- 
mitted there, which had like to have been the ruin|tioned with Yerufalem, it fhould feem to be near it. 
of this tribe, Fudg. xix. and for being the native] Yerom ” {peaks of Gabaatha in the tribe of Benja- 
place of king Sau/, hence called Gibeab of Saul ;)min, 12 miles from Eleutheropolis, where the grave 
it was about fix or feven miles from eru/a-jof the prophet Habakkuk was thown ; Kirjath fig- 
lem, fee the note on Hof. v. 8: siwelve cities with\nifies a city, but what city is meant is not known - 
their villages; which agrees with the account of|/fourteen cities with. their villages; and juft fo many 
them. . are mentioned by name: this is the inheritance of 
¥.25. Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth.| Gi-\the children of Benjamin according to their families , 
beon is the place from whence the Gideonites: came, thefe cities, with others perhaps. not mentioned, 
who deceived Fafbua, ch. ix. Ferom fays?, in hisjwere allotted to the tribe of Benjamin for their. fa~ 
time there was a village thewn of this name, four|milies to dwell in. 
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N this chapter aniaccount is given of the lots of | Benjamin's was the firft; otherwife there were thie 


the fix remaining tribes, and the cities in- them, |two lots of Judah and ‘fofeph, which preceded both 
thefe: even for the tribe of the children of Simeon, 
according to their families ; for though many of 
their cities had been given by lot to the tribe of Fa- 
‘ab, yet it feems as if there were others they had 
by a fpecial lot caft for them, as many as were 
fufficient: for: their families : and their inberitance 
was within the inheritance of the children of Fadab, 


as of Simeon, whole cities were chiefly within the 
tribe of Judah, ¥- 1—gs of Zebulun, its border, 
and cities, ¥. 10—~16. of Ifechar, its border, and 
‘cities, ¥. 17—23. of her, its border and:cities, 
¥e 24-—31. Of Naphtali, its border and cities, 
¥. 32—-39. of Dan, its border and cities, y. 


40—48. and laftly of a gift of inheritance to} 
|which was:done partly becaufe this was buta finall 


Fofous, ¥.49y 505 51. 


tribe, and particularly becaufe the lot put up, 


¥. 1. And the Second lot came forth to Simeon, 8ec.\) which fell to: the tribe of Fudab, was too large 


That is, the fecond of the feven lots, of which'for it, more than they could occupy, too 
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being put to this lot by the firft meafurers of the)the note on y. 42. four cities and their villages , 
land ; and partly to fulfil the prophecy of facob,| Ain, Remmon, therefore, could not be one city, at 
that the Simeonites fhould be feattered in Facob, and] this time, as it feems to have been in the times of 
divided in T/rael, Gen. xlix. 7. and hence it is that| Nehemiah, ch. xi. 29. or otherwife there would 
the lots.of thefe two tribes lying together, and be-| have been but three cities. 
ing fo intermixed, that the tribe of Fudab called} y. 8. And allthe villages that were round about 
upon that of Simeon to join them in fighting againft| thefe cities, &c.1 Not only the fuburbs adjoining 
the Caneanites, and taking out of their hands the}tothofe cities which are mentioned before, but the 
cities that belonged to them, Judg. i. 3. | feveral {mall diftinét towns and villages, feattered 
¥.2. And they had in their inheritance Beerfoeba\up and down in the country : to Baalath-beer, Ra- , 
and Sheba, &c.) Or, Beerfoeba, that is, Sheba ;\ math of the fouth; this is the fame with Baal in 
for fo the particle Vaz is fometimesufed * , and} 1 Chron. iv. 33. and with Ramath of the fouth, or 
mutt be fo ufed heres or otherwife inftead of 13,|fouth. Ramoth, as it is called 1 Sam. xxx.27. all 
it will appear that there are 14 cities, contrary to|thefe are the names of one and the fame city. ; ¢bis 
the account of them, y. 6. fo Kimchi and Ben\is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Si- 
Melech make them one city. And it may be ob-|meon, according to their families ; that is, the above 
ferved; that in the enumeration of the:cities of Si-|named cities fell to the lot of the inheritance of the 
meon, 1 Chron. iv. 28. Sheba is leftout, and only] Simeonites, and were divided among them accord- 
Beerfoeba is mentioned ; which was a well knownjing to the number of their refpective families ; at 
place, in the fartheft border of the land of J/rae/|leaft, thefe were the chief and principal of them ; 
fouthward, and the reafon of its nameis manifeft,| forall that they poffeffed are not mentioned, par- 
Gen, xxi. 31. feethe note on ch. xv. 28. and Mo-}ticularly one called Tochen, 1 Chron. iv. 32. and 
ladah; another of the cities of Fudab, ch. xv.|another the name of which is Etamthere, unlefs 
26. i that is thought to be the fame with Ether herein 
¥. 3. And Hazor-foual, and Balah, and Azem ;\\the preceding verfe. ‘Fofepbusfays*, this tribe 
‘Of thefe places fee the notes on ch. xv. 28, 29. for}took by lot that part of Jdumea which lay near to 
Balah is the fame with Baalab there, and with Bil-| Egypt and Arabia. 2 
ba, 1 Chron. iv. 29. and Azem with Ezem theres ¥.9. Out of the portion of the children of Fudab 
y¥. 4. And Eltolad, and Bethul, and. Hormah ;,\\was the inheritance’ of the children of Simeon, &c. } 
Thefe were all cities of Fudab, ch. xv. 30. El-| Which is the reafon why no defcription is given of 
tolad is the fame with Zo/ad, and Bethul with Be-\the border of their inheritance, becaufe that is be- 
thuel, 1 Chron. iv. 29, 30. and with Che/l, ch. xv.|fore given in the account of the lot of fadab = for 
.g0. mentioned there along with Hormab 5 fee the|the part of the children of Fudah was too much for 
note there. them; they had more cities than they could fill 
¥.5. And Ziklag, &c.] Another of the cities|.with people, and more Jand than they ‘could cul- 
of Fudab, ch. xv. 31. and | Beth-marcaboth, and|tivate ; they had 114 cities with’ their villages : 
Hazar-fufab; or Sufim, as init Chron. iv. 31.| therefore the children’ of Simeon bad their inberitance 
the one fignifies. a chariot-houfe, and the other a| «within the inheritance of them; the one being a 
court or ftable for, horfes, which made Bochart| {mall tribe, and the other large, and for the reafons 
conjecture *, that they were places where So/omon| given on ¥. 1. fee the note there. * . Pa 2 
kept his chariots and horfes; but it fhould be ob-| . y.10. And the'third lot came up forthe children 
fervyed that thefe were the names. by which thefe} of Zebulun, ‘according to their families, &c.] Who 
places went in the times of the old Canaanites ; and] though younger than Jfachar, has his. lot before 
feem to me rather where fome of their kings hadj him, agreeable to the order, in which his bleffing is 
their horfes and chariots ; or rather where there| prediéted, both by Facob and Mofes, Gen. xlixi 1 3. 
were temples dedicated to the horfes and chariots| Det. xxxiii. 18. and the border of their inberitance 
of thefun; fee 2 Kings xxiii. 11. ) was unto Sarid , or by Sarid, as Mafius, who takes 
y. 6. And Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuben, &c.}\this to be the fouth-weft border of Zebulun, being 
Whether the firft is the fame with Lebaoth, a city| near Carmel ; in which he feems to be right. &i% 
of Yudab, ch. xv. 32. and with the Bethleptepha,| y. 11. And their border went up toward the fea, 
of Fofepbus’, and the, Betholene of ‘Pliny +, is|8cc.)  Weftward towards the Mediterranean’ fea, 
not certain: in this place feems toi have been an} which fulfilled the prophecies of Jacob and Mojes, 
idol-temple of the Canaanites, dedicated to lions,|that Zebulun fhould dwell by the fea, be an haven 
as in Egypt there was a city called Leentopolis, from} of fhips, and fuck ofthe abundance of the feas, as 
whence was the Leontopolitan nome, the inhabitants}in. the. places before referred to; and fo fo- 
of which worfhipped lions‘; and the Egyptians| fephus fays, the Zebulonites took the land unto the 
had temples dedicated to them, as /ianus * relates. | lake of Genefaret, by or about Carmel and the fea : 
Both thefe places are thought to be'the fame with] and Maralab; which ferom calls * the’afcent of Zé- 
Bethbiert and Shaaraim in 1 Chron. iv, 31. of the| dulun , for from hence it went up from the fea, and 
latter of which fee ch. xv. 36. Thofe who-take} reached to Dabbafheth ;- which Ferom*calls Da/- 
Sheba, ¥. 2. to be the fame with Shema;, ch. xv.| bath, the word fignifies a bunch that ison aca 
26. make but one city here, and take away thelaft,| mel’s back, J/: xxx. 6. fo called becaufe when that 
as the Greck verfion does, and render the word a#d|is hurt by burdens it is cured with-honey * : it feems 
their fields, and {fo the number itill is as follows::}to denote fome place or city ata point of land or 
thirteen cities and their villages; the {um total of | promontory, that ftood out towards the fea, as that 
thofe enumerated above. ». . of Carmel; or fome city on the back of Carmel, 
¥.7. Ain, Remmon, and Ether, and Afan, 8c.}\ refembling a camel’s bunch.: and reached to the ri- 
Of the two firft, which were cities of Fudah, fee| ver that is before Fokneam; of Fokneam, fee the 
the note on ch. xv. 32. and of the two laft, fee \inore onch. xii. 22. and this river was either the ri- 


ever. 
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ver Kifbon, or Belus, fometimes called Pagida , from[belonged to other tribes, and only lay-on the bor- 
whence fand was taken to make glafs of *, and was}ders of this ; and others might not be properly ci- 
near Carmel, as ‘fokneam was. “i ties, but {mall towns. 
y¥. t2. And turned from Sarid eaftward, &c.] This} y. 16. This is the inheritance of the children of Ze- 
deicribes the fouthern border, going on from welt |bulun, according to their families, 8c.) Which 
to ealt: towards the fun-rifing, unto the border of\was allotted to it and divided, according to the 
Chifloth-iabor ; this Ferom places in the tribe of J/-}number of its families : thefe cities with their vil- 
fackar, it bordered on both tribes; and he fays' ,//ages ; before enumerated, excepting fuch as only 
that in his time there was a little village called Cha |bordered on them ; though indeed there were other 
felus, aght miles from Diocefarea, at the foot of|cities which belonged to them, or might be after 
mount Jaber in the plains: and then goeth out to\ziven them, not. here mentioned, as Kartab and 
Daberath, which alfo was a city in the tribe of J/-] Dimnab, ch. xxi. 34, 35. 
fachary given to the Levites, ch. xxi. 28. Fe-{| y.17. And the fourth lot came out to Ifachar, 
rom {peaks of a little village of the Fews by\&c.] The fourth of the feven drawn at Shiloh: for 
mount Yabor, of the country belonging to Dio-|the children of I{Jachar, according to their families , 
cafarea, called Dadira; this place is {tll ig being.}among whom the inheritance that came to them 
Mr. Maundrell fays®, at the bottom of Tabor}by the lot was divided, according to the number of 
weftward ftands Debarab, fuppofed by fome to take}them. 
its name from Deborah, the tamous judge and de-| y. 18. And their border was towards Fezreel, 
liverer of J/rael: and goeth up to faphia , this\&c.] Which wasa royal feat in the time of bab, 
Ferom °fays is the town called Sycamine, as you|1 Kings xxi. 1. and according to Yerom was near to 
go from Ce/area to Ptolemais, above the fea, be-| Maximianopolis ; fee the note on Ho/. i. 5. and the 
caule of mount Carmel, called Epba, thought by {fame writer * fays in his day a large village of this 
fome to be the Febba of Pliny? . It feems, how-|name was fhewn in the great plain between Scytho- 
ever, to be the apha of Fofephus *, which he|polis and Legion (he means the plain of Fezreel) and 
fpeaks of as being a ftrong fortified place both by|it was the border of [achar : and Chefulloth and 
nature and art. Shunem; the firft of thefe was different from the 
y. 13. And from thence paffeth on along on the eaft\Chifloth-tabor, ¥.12. that, as Mafius obferves, was 
to Gittah-bepher, &c.] Which was the native|to the north, this to the fouth of mount Tabor. 
place of Yonah the prophet, 2 Kings xiv. 25. and|Shunem is a place well known for being the dwel- 
where Ferom lays * his grave was fhown, and was ajling place of acertain woman in the times of Elifha, 
{mall village in his time two miles from Szppore,|whofe fon the prophet raifed from the dead, 2 Kings 
then called Diocefarea, to Ittab-kazin , of thisjiv. 8. Ferom calls it Sonam, where was the Shuna- 
place we have no account elfe-where, but it was not|mite woman ; but this city here feems to be what 
far from the former : and goeth out to Remmon-me-\he calls Sulem, in the tribe of Ifachar ; and he 
thoar to Neab, where the eaftern border ended. adds, that there was fhewn in his day a village by 
Some verfions make Remmon-Methoar, diftin&|this name, 5 miles from mount Tabor to the 
places ; but where either of them were exactly is|fouth” : according to Bunting* , it was 48 miles 
not known: fome, as the Targum, Farchi, and|from Ferufalem tothe north, not far from: Naim. 
Kimcbi, render the word Methoar which goes about ;| y.19. And Hapbaraim, and Shicn, and Ana- 
that is, the border went about from Remmon to\harath ;| The firft of thefe is by erom ¥ called 
Neah, which by Ferom is called una, and who|Aphraim, a city of the tribe of [fachar ; and adds, 
obferves *, thatthere is another village called 4una, \there is at this day a village called Afarea, 6 miles 
10 miles from Neapolis, as you go to #lia ; and}from Legion to the north; and of Seon or Soen, 
by whom alfo Methoar is reckoned a diftiné place, |the fame with Shion here, he fays * there was a vil- 
and called Amathar. lage of this name fhewn in his time near mount 
y.14. And the border compaffeth it from the north\Tabor , of the latter we have no account -elfe-;; 
fide to Hannathon, &c.| This is the northern border |where. : 
of the tribe, which took a circuit from the laft] y. 20. dnd Rabbith, and Kifbion, and Abex 3} 
place to this ; of which and the following place we] The firft of thefe: Ferom calls  Rabboth in the tribe 
have no. account; Yerom only makes mention oflof [achar ; ‘and Kifbion, as Ma/fius notes, feems to 
them as in the tribe of Zebulun: and the outgoings\have given name to the river Ki/bon near it ; fome 
thereof are in'the valley of Fiphthab-el 5 here the|take it to be the fame with Kede/fh, 1 Chren. vi. 92. 
northern border ended, which Mafius conjeétures|of Abex no mention is made elfewhere.. , 
was part of the valley of Carmel. y. 21. And Remeth and En-gannim, and En- 
y¥. 15. And Kattab, and Naballal, and Shim-\haddab, and Beth-pazzez ;| Remeth feems to be the 
von, and Idalah, and Bethlebem, &c.) Of the two|fame with Farmuth, ch. xxi. 29. and with Ra- 
firft of thefe we read no where elfe, but in ch. xxi.|moth, 1 Chrom vi. 73. and En-gannim the fame 
24, 35. andin Fudg. i. 30. Shimron was a royal|with Anem in the fame place : there were feveral 
city, the king of which Yofhva took and hanged,}of this name, which feem to have been places full 
ofp. Xie 2. and xii. 20. ‘Idalab is a place Bochartjof gardens, and well watered; for the word fig- 
conjectures * where the goddefs Venus was wor-|nifies a fountain of gardens. En-gannim is now 
thipped, Jdalia being one of her’names ; and Berh-\called Fenine, diftant from Tabor 22 miles, a place 
lebem is a different place from that which was the| of gardens, of water and of pleafure, asa tra- 
birth-place. of, our Lord, called’ Bethlehem of Fu-\veller > of ours tells us ; who-alfo declares *, that 
dab, to-diftinguifh it from this :- ¢ewelve cities with \in his whole journey from Damajfcus to Ferufalem, 
their villages ; more are named, but fome of them jhe faw not more fruitful ground, and fo much to- 
TY I ‘ : gether, 
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gether, than he did in 22 miles riding between 
mount Tabor and Ex-gannim. ‘This feems to be 
the fame place Mr. Maundrell * calls Feneen, a large 
old town on the fkirts of E/draelon. Dr. Light- 
foot*is inclined to believe, that Nia, where the 
widow’s fon was raifed to life, Lwke vii. 11. is the 
fame with En-gannim, for which he gives divers 
reafons. ‘ferom fays, in his time ‘ there was a yil- 
lage called Enadda, 10 miles from Eleutheropclis, 
as you go from thence to #/ia , but feems not to 
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¥.25. And their border was Helkath, and Hali, 
and Beten, and Achfhaph ;\ Halkath feems to be the 


fame with Hukok, 1 Chron. vi. 75. and according _ 


to Mafius it lay 10 or 12 miles above Péolemais, of 
Hali we read no where elfe. Beten is by Fe- 
rom* called Bathne, and was in his time a village 
by the name of Bethebem, 8 miles from Ptolemais 
to theeaft. Reland ‘ feems to think it might be 
the Ecbatana of Pliny * , which he {peaks of as near 
mount Carmel, and not far from Ptolemais, Ach- 


be the fame with En-baddab here ; but of Betb-|/baph was a royal city, whofe king was taken by 


pazzez no mention is made elfewhere. Beth fig- 
nifies a houfe, and Pazzez in the Arabic tongue 
fignifies filver; fo this with the old Canaanites 
might be a treafure-city, like thofe in Egypt, Exod. 
i. 11. But where a word begins with eth, as the 


Fofbua, ch. xi. 4. fee the note there. 
y. 26. And Alammelech, and Amad, and Mi- 


Joeal, &c.| Of the two firft of thefe there is no 


mention elfewhere. Mifhea/ is the fame with Ma- 


foal, 1 Chron. vi. 74. and is by Ferom ' called Ma- 


name of a place, I always fufpect there was an\/am, and faid to be near Carmel to the fea: and 


idol-temple there ; now as the word in Hebrew fig 
nifies the fame as Peor, opening, here might be a 
temple to that deity, or to one that was fimilar to 
the God of the Moadites, and defign a Priapus, 
among the Canaanites like that; or as the word in 
the Syriac and Chgldee languages fignifies to re- 
deem, deliver, and fave, this temple might be de- 
dicated to fome idol as their deliverer and fa- 
viour. 

y. 22. And the coaft reacheth to Tabor, and Sha- 
hazimah, and Beth-foemefh, &c.| Tabor was the 
name of a mountain in thofe parts ; it is generally 
fuppofed to be the mountain on which our Lord 
was transfigured, though it is not fufficiently evi- 
dent ; fee the note on Fer. xlvi.18. There was a 
city of this name near it, 1 Chron. vi. 77. and 
which is meant here, and which either gave unto, 
or received name from the mount. The Greeks 
call it Ftabyrium, and it is defcribed by Polydius * as 
fituated on a hill rifing in the form of a pap or 
breaft, and has an afcent of more than fifteen fur- 
longs, and he calls it a city. Shahazimab is not 
mentioned any where elfe; and there feem to have 


fio-| reacheth to Carmel weftward ; 


or, fo the fea, as 
Carmel is called Carmel by thefea, Fer. xlvi. 18. 
fee the note there : it is hereby diftinguifhed from 
Carmel in the tribe of fudah, ch. xv. 55. (Pliny® 
calls it a promontory) : end to Sibor-libnath ; the 
Vulgate Latin and Septuagint verfions make two 
places of it ; but the tum of the cities after given 
will not admit of it: more rightly Junius renders 
it Sibor by Libnath, and takes Sibor to be theriver 
Belus, or Pagidus ; {fo called either becaufe of its 
likenefs to the Vile, one of whofe names is: Sibor, 
Fer. ii. 18. or becaufe its waters might be black and 
muddy ; it was the river out of which fand was 
fetched to make glafs of : and Libuath, which has 
its name from whitenefs, the fame writer thinks 
may be the d/buim Promontorium, or white promon- 
tory of Plizy®, which he places near Prolemais, be- 
tween Ecdippa and Tyre, and is very probable. 
¥.27. And turneth towards the fun-rifing, Se.) 
Or eaftward, to Beth-dagen; there was a city of 
this name in the tribe of Fadaeb, ch. xv. 44, fee 
the note there. Dagon being a God of the Phani- 
cians, had temples built for him in various places in 


been feveral cities, at leaft more than one, of the|Canaan: and reacheth to Zebulun, not the tribe of 


name of Beth-/beme/b ; one in the tribe of Judah, 
ch, xxi. 16. and another in the tribe of Napthali, 
¥. 38. which perhaps may be the fame with this, 


Zebulun, but a city fo called, the fame Fo/ephus® 
calls aftrong city of Galilee, which had the name 
of Men, perhaps from the populoufnels of it, and 


it lying on the borders’ of both tribes. In this! feparated Ptolemais from Fudea': and to the velley 
and fo in others of the fame name, was a tem-|of Jipthab-el; fee ¥. 14. toward the north fide of © 
ple dedicated to the fun by the heathens, as there! Beth emek, and Neiel ; of Beth-emek no mention is 
was one of the fame name in Egypt for the fame| made elfewhere : perhaps here was an idol-temple. 
reafon, Fer. xliii.13. and the outgoings of their bor-| before dedicated to the God of the vallies; fee 
der were at fordan;, here it ended: fo Jofepbus|1 Kings xx. 28. the latter the Greek verfion calls 
fays, that the border of this tribe in the length of|Isae/, of which Yerom fays®, it is a certain vil- 


it were mount Carmel (at one end) and the river 
(i.e. Yordan at the other) and at the breadth of 
it the mountain Jtabyrium, or mount Tader: it had 
Jordan on the eaft, the fea on the weft, Zebulun 
on thenorth, and Manafeb on the fouth: /xteen 
cities with their villages ; which was the fum total 
of them: ) 

¥. 23. Lhis is the inheritance of. the.trive of the 
children of Ifachar, &c.| Which fell to them by 
lot, as before defcribed : according. to their families ; 
was divided ‘among them, according to the num- 
ber of them.: the cities and their villages , the ci- 
ties before” enumerated, and the villages adjacent 
to thend.28 ete) 

¥.24. And the fifth lot came out for the tribe of 
the children of Afber, 8c.] Which entitled them to 
an inheritance next defcribed : according to their 
families 3 which was fufficient for them, and di- 
vided to them, according to their number. 


* Journey from Aleppo, &c, p, 110. 
© Hift. 1.5. p. 413. © Deloc. Heb, fol. 89. H. 
Hift. 1, 5. c19. ' De loc. Heb. fol, 93. E. 

8 P De loc. Heb, fol. te 


© Chorograph. notes in Luke, p. 370. 
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lage called Betoaenea, 15 miles from Cz/erea; fitu- 
ated on a mountain to the eaft, on which are faid” 
to be wholefome baths : and goeth out to Cabul on. 
the left hand, not the land of Cabul, 1 Kings 
ix. 13. but a city, which Jo/éphus calls a village 
on the borders of Prolemais. The Fews* fpeak of 
a city of this name, deftroyed becaufe of conten- 
tions in it. +f 

¥. 28. And Hebron, and. Rebob, and Hamman, 
&c.] Hebron feems to be, the fame with Abdon, ch. 
xxi. 30. 1 Chron. vi. 74. “and \ being changed, 
of which there are other inftances; and hereby this 
is diftinguifhed from another Hebrom in the tribe 


of Fudeb, more commonly known, ch. xy. 54 


In the time of Ferom*, there was a village 
Rooba, 4,miles from Scythopolis, and which he fays 


was a city feparated to the Levites, as this was, or 
one of the fame name in this tribe ; for there was i : 


another ¥. 30. fee ch. xxi. 31. but whether either 
: ; 


‘ Paleftin. Iluftrat. tom, 2. p. 6 
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of them is the fame with this is not certain ; of |¥acob and Mo/es, Gen. xlix. 20. Deut. xxtxiii. 24, 
Hammon we read no where elle: and Kanab, even|25. a very fruitful country. Fo/epbus < fays, the 
unto great Zidon , this Kanab is generally thought |country from Carmel called the valley, becaufe it 
to be the fame where Chrié wrought his firft mi-|was fuch, even all over againft Sidon, fell to the 
racle, Yoh. ii. 1,11. Yeromexpreflyfays « , there| dherites. Afber had mount Lidanus. on the north, 
was a Cana in the tribe of Aber, where our lord | Naphtali on the eaft, Zebulun on the fouth and 
and faviour turned water into wine, and from |fouth-eaft, the fea on the weft : according to their 
whence was Nathanael; and itis at this day, adds | families; the number of them, fo their lot was di- 
he, a town in Galilee of the Gentiles. Phocas*|vided tothem: thefe cities with their villages; 
places Cana between Sippori and Nazareth, which | before named. : 
is now fhewn 6 Roman miles from Sipporito the} y. 32. The fixth lot came out to the children of 
weft, a little inclining to the north; and there is|Naphtali, &c.] The tribe of Naphrali, and direé&- 
ed what fhould be the inheritance of this tribe : 
even for the children of Naphtali, according to their 
families ; which was to be divided among them, 
according to the number of their families. 

¥. 33. And their coaft was from Heleph, &c.] 
That is, their northern coaft, reaching from weft 
toeaft, as appears by the ending of it at Fordan ; 


Nazareth to the north, inclining to the eaft, and it 
is difputed which of thefe two is Cana of Galilee 
in the new teftament: with this account agrees 
pretty much what our countryman Mr. Maun- 
drell * gives of his travels in thofe parts: “ taking 
leave ot Nazareth, he fays, and going at firft north- 
ward, we croffed the hills that encompafied the vale |the Alexandrian copy of the Greek verfion calls it 
of Nazareth at that fide; after which we turned |Mlepeh, the Targum Mebeleph, and Ferom Mealeb, 
to the weftward, and paffed in view of Cana of|which he calls the border of Nephtali; which tho’ 
Gelilee, the place fignalized with the beginning ofjto the north, cannot be exprefly faid what and where 
Chrift’s miracles, ‘fob. ii. 11. in an hour and a half|it was : from Allon to Zaanannim ; or rather from 
more we came to Sepharia ;” or Sippori: of great|the oak, or from the plainin Zaamnannim® ; for 
Zidon, and why fo called, fee the note on ch. |it feems tobe the fame with the plain of Zanaaim, 
xi. 8. Fudg.iv. 11. and Adami, Nekeb; fome make thefe.. 
y. 29. And then the coaft turneth to Ramab,\to be but one city, and the latter only an epithet 
&c.] Which. was -a city in the tribe of Naphtali,\of the former; but the Talmudifts * make them 
¥. 36. and on the borders of Afber ; though Fe-|two, as we do, and call the firft Damin, and the 
rom ’ diftinguifhes them, and fpeaks of a Ramah in |latter Ziadetha ; but what and where either of them 
Afber, andanother in Napbtali, as different cities of | were exactly is not known; for Adami cannot be 
the fame name; as there were feveral of this name, |the fame with dam, ch. iii. 16. as fome think ; 
fo called from their being built on an eminence. |for that was in Perea, onthe other fide Fordan; fee 
Majfius conjeétures it is the fame with Sarepta, Luke|the note there: and Fabneel, unto Lakum; Fabneel 
iv. 26. famous for its wine , and Bacchus, as the|is different from. that which was on the borders of 
poet fays, loves the hills: aud to rhe frrong city Tyre ; \'fudah, ch, xv. 11. and is called by the Fews ‘ fince 
itis thought this is not to be underftood of the fa-|Cepher-jamabh ; and of Lakumwe no where elfe 
mous city, fo much fpoken of in other parts of read; and the outgoings thereof were at Fordan ; 
{cripture, and in prophane hiftory ; fince, as it is |here the coaft ended this way. 
obferved, that is not mentioned in fcripture until] y. 34. ud then the coaft turneth wefward to 
the times of David, and though Homer makes | Aznoth-tabor, &c.] This was the: fouthern border; 
frequent mention of Sidon, yet never of Tyre. The|reaching from eaft to weft; it began at Aznoth- 
words fignify the ftrong fortrefs of arock, or a|tabor, which Ferom * fays was a village in his time 
fortrefs onahigh rock ; to Kimchi and Ben Melech ;\belonging to the country of Diocefarea, in the 
and it might be a fortified city, which being built|plains ; there is another place called Chifloth-tabor, 
on a rock, might have the name of Zor or Tyre,jon the borders of Zebulun, y. 12. and goeth out 
and not be the famous city of that name. ‘Fe-|from thence to Hukkok ; there the fouthern border 
om * renders it the fortified city of the A//yrians :|ended, which was in the border of Aber, and is 
and the coaft turneth to Hofab, of which we no|the fame with Helkath, ¥. 25. with which com- 
where elfe read : and the outgoings thereof are at the|\pare 1 Chron. vi. 75. and reacheth to Zebulun on the 
fea; the Mediterranean fea ; where the coaft end-|/outh-fide, and reacheth to Afber on the weftfide, 
ed this way: from the coafi to Achzib; this Fe-\and to Judah upon Fordan towards the fun-rifing ; 
rom* {ays is Ecdippa, 9 miles from Péolemais, as |\fo that as it was bounded by Lebanon on the north, 
you go to Tyre; and this is confirmed by a learned |near to which fome of the cities were, mentioned in 
traveller of our own nation®; it is now called Zid ;|the preceding verfe, it had Zebulun on the fouth, 
fee the note on Mic. i. 14. .| Mrer.on the weft, and Fordan to the eaft; for by 
¥. 30. Ummah alfo, and Aphek, and Rebob, &c,|\ Fudab is not meant the tribe of Fudab, from which 
Ummah is not mentioned any where elfe ; of Aphek | Naphta was at a great diftance, but a city fo cal- 
fee the notes on ch, xii. 18. and xiii. 4. andof|led, as Fuller * feems rightly to conjecture. 
Rebob, ¥. 28. twenty and two cities with their vil-\ ¥.35. And the fenced cities are Ziddim, Zer, and 
lages ; there are more fet down in the account, but |Hammath, Rakkath, and Cinneretb;] The later 


“fome of them did not belong to the tribe, only |name of Ziddim, according to the Talmud! , was 


-- were on the border of it. Cephar-chitiya, or the village of wheat, perhaps 


‘heritage; it was according to the prediction of|the metropolis, of Phenicia very wrongly, and in 


¥. 31. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the |fromthe large quantity or goodnefs of wheat there. 
children of Afber, &c.] As before defcribed, a goodly | Zer is called by erom* Sor, and interpreted Tyre, 


fit the 
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interprets it, and was fo called very probably froma 
temple in it, dedicated to the idolatrous worfhip of 
the fun, but a different place from Beth-fbemefh in 
other tribes ; though thofe of that name, as this, - 
liad it for the like reafon; and fo //elopolis, in 
Egypt, which fignifies the fame, where was a tem- 
ple of the fame kind; as there was another city 
of this name, between the mountains of Libanus 
and Antilibanus, now called Pa/bec », where the 
ruins of the temple are yet to be feen: but this 
was a different place, the Septuagint verfion calls it 
|Sammaus, and it was according to erom4 the fame, 
with Emmaus, afterwards called Nicopolis; which 
if the fame Emmaus with that in Luke xxiv, 13. 
though fome doubt it, was fixty furlongs from 
Ferufalem, or {even miles and a half. - 
¥. 42. And Shaalabbin, and Aijalon, and Fetb- 
lab ;] The firft of thefe is the fame with Shaalbim, 
Fudg. i. 35. and which Ferom * calls Sead, in the 
tribe of Lan; and which he ays was in his day 
fhewn a large village on the borders of Sebaffe, by 
the name of Selabe. Aijalon is famous for the 
ftanding ftill of the moon jn its valley whilft Jofbua 
purfued his enemies, ch. x. 12. fee the note there; 
of Yetblab, we read no where elfé. * 
¥. 43. And Elon, and Thimnathah, and Ekron 5} 
Of Elon no mention is made elfewhere ; Lhim- 
nathab is a different place from Timnab in the tribe 
of Fudab, ch. xv. 10, 57. Fercm* {peaks of the 
Thamuitic country, fo called from the village Tham- 
na, which feems to be this. ron was one of the 
five principalities of the Phrlifines, and never pot- 
fefled by the [raclites ; it firft fell by lot to the 
tribe of Yudab, and afterwards given to the tribe 
of Dan, ch. xv. 45. a oi 
¥. 44. dnd Eltereh, and Gibbethon, and Baalath;} 
Eltekeb was a city given to the Levites, ch. xxi. 
23. and fuppofed by fome to be the fame with 2/- 
tekon in the tribe of Judah given to thé Danites, 
ch. xv. 59. Gibbethon was in the hands of the 
Philiftines in the reign of A/a, 1 Kidgs xv. 21. and 
xvi. 15. and in the fame place Yerom * calls'Ge- 
batha a city of the ftrangers, or Philifines ; and 
which he places near Bethlebem in the tribe of Fu- 
dab. Baalath is not, the fame with Baalab, ch. xv. 
‘9. but the Baalath rebuilt by Solomon, Kings 
“whildren of Napbtali, 8&c.] Which Fofephus o thus{ix. 18. called by Fc/epbus * Baleth, and {poken of 
deferibes ; “* thecountry:to the eaft, as far as Da-}by him as near to Gazara in the land Lf tle Phi- 
emafeus thecity, and’ upper Galilee, the Naphtalites) liftines ; of thefe. two laft cities,. the’ Tahnu- 
took, unto méunt Lebanon, and the fountains of}di/ts~ fay that their houfes belonged to Fudab, and 
ordan, which flow out of the mount, reaching|their fields to Dam. eS ee 
the northern border of the city Arce:” according to] ¥: 45. And Febud,’and Bene-berak, and Gatb- 
rheiv families, which-was divided among them, ac-|7immon 3] Of Febud\ no mention » is ma e e- 
cording to the number of their families : tbe cities where’; Bene-berak fignifies fons of lightning ; fee 
and their villages; beforeenumerated. — * Mark iti. 17. Ferom™ fpeaks of this “as “the name 
¥. 40. And the feventh lot came out for the tribejot two places, Bane in the tribe of J ah, “anc Bo. 
(of the children of Dan, &c.| Which was’ the laft|rach in the fame tribe, ‘and which ‘was in his day 
Jot drawn, and which appointed an inheritance tojnear #zofas. This place was famous ih Jater times 
-thisttribe : according to their families’; thé number}among the Fews for being a place Where one of 
arte : “Soe their’ noted Rabbins, R. Akiba, abode”and taught 
ohn. And the toaft of their inberifance°was Zo-\for fome time”: . and > Gath-rimmon was in Fe- 
cvab, and Ejb-tacl,and Ir-foemefh ;}° The tribe of |rom’s = time a very lar é village, 12 miles from D 
‘Danis not defcribed by places the bowndaries’of it, |/polis, or Lydda, a8 FOR aS from Eleutherog olis 
cas‘other tribes, but by its ‘cities, which were chiefly, fit ; it was a city given to the Levites, ch. 3 
“at leaft feveral of them, ‘taken out of the tribe of (24. eS a a ee 
Sudab, as the two fitft of thefe tholt manifettly] y.46. And Me-jarkon, and Rakkon, with th 
were; fee ch. xv.°93. ard the’ not€ithere. ~Jr-|Border before Fapbo ;} Of the two firlt of thefe’y 
Sheme/h fignifies the city of the fun, as the Targum|readnowhere elfe. Fapho is the fame with Joppa, 
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the tribe of Naphtali. Hammath probably was 
buile by the youngeft fon of Canaan, Gen. vi.18. 
‘or had its name in memory of him, it lay to the 
north of the land of I/rael; fee Numb. xxxiv. 8. 
-Rakkath, according to the Yewi/h'writers * , is the 
Yame with Tiberias, as Cinnereth with Genefareth, 
“from whence the lake or fea of Tiberias, and the 
coutitry’ and lake of Geaefareth had their names, 
often mentioned in the new teftament. Gene/areth 
was a moft delicious and fruitfulfpot, and fulfilled 
the prophecy of Mofes, Deut. xxxiil. 23. concerning 
Napbhtali. 
¥. 36. And Ademah, and Ramah, and Hazor-;| 
‘Adamab is different from Adami, y. 33. and may 
féem to confirm the notion of fome, that Neked 
there is an epithet of it, and fo diftinguifhes it from 
Adamab here ; of Ramab, as there were feveral 
places of this name, fee the note on ¥. 2g. and on 
ch. xviii, 25. Hazor was a royal city, of which 
fee ch. xi. 1. 
¥. 37. And Kedefh, and Edrei, and En-haxor 3] 
This is Kedefo in Galilee, in mount Nephtali, to 
diftineuith it from others of the fame name ; it was 
one of the cities of refuge, ch. xx. 7. erom 
fays ?in his day it was called Cidiffas, and was 20 
miles from Tyre by Paneas , fee the note onch. xn, 
2°01. Edrei is a different place from’ one of that 
‘name in the kingdom of Og, Numb. xxi. 23. and 
‘of En-bazor we read no where elfe. 7 
2) 9°38. And Iron, and Migdal-el, Horem, and 
Beth anath, and Beth-/beme/b, &c.\| Of Iron no 
“mention is made ‘elfewhere ; Migdal-el, which 
« Ferom calls Magdiel, he fays ™ was fhewn a {mall 
“village, 5 miles from Dara, as you go to Ptole- 
mais and who alfo relates”, that Bathana, in the 
tribe of Naphtali, was a village that went by the 
name of Bethanea, 15 miles from Czfarea. Beth- 
. foentefh was another ¢ity, in which was a temple de- 
dicated tothe fun, when inhabited by the Canaan- 
ites; fee. 22. and fo in Beth-anath, there might 
bela temple dedicated to fome deity, though now 
uncertain what : #neteen cities with their villages ; 
there are more mentioned, but fome of them might 
“be only boundaries, and fo belonged to another 
» tribes 
¥. 39. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the 
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now called at this day Jaffe, a port in the Medi- 


- . ‘ 
terraaean fea, famous for being the place where 


Fonab took thipping, and where the apoftle Peter 
refided fome time ;-fee the notes on Yonah i. 3! 
Ags ix. 36, 33. It is mot certain whether Yoppa 
itfelf was in the tribe of Dax, or only on the bor- 
ders of it ; ‘the coaft of Dam reached over-againft 
it, as it may be rendered, and included the? vil- 
lages and little cities that were near it ; for fuch 
there were, as Jofephus » teftifies. 
xy. 47. And tke cooft of the children of Dan went 
out too little for them, &c.| Being a very numerous 
tribe, the cities allottedthem were not fufficient for 
them ; or rather, leaving out the fupplement too 
dittle, the words will run, it went out from them; 
they loft part of it, being driven out of the valley 
into the mountain by the Amorites, Fudg. i. 34, 
35. which obliged them to feek out elfewhere for 
habitations : therefore the children of Dan went out 
to fight againft Lefoem, called Laifh, Fudg. xviii. 
where the whole ftory is related of their fighting 
-againit this place and taking it; which though 
fome time after the death of Yo/fbuc, is here re- 
corded to give at once an account of the inheritance 
of Daz; and which is'no argument againft Fo/bua’s 
being the writer of this book, as is urged ; fince it 
might be inferted by another hand, Ezra, or fome 
other infpired man, for the reafon before given : 
and took and {mote it with the edge of the fword, and 
poffeffed it, and dwelt therein ; being a Canaanitifh 
city, they put al] init to the fword, as the Lord had 
commanded, and took poffeffion of it for an habi- 
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‘on the weft. ‘Fo/epbus * fay8, the Danites enjoyed 
the vale which lies to the fetting fun, bounded by 
Azotus and Doris; and ail Femnia and Getta, from 
Accaron (or Ekron) to the mountain from whence 
the tribe of Fudab begins : according to their fa- 
milies 3 Which inheritance was diftributed, accord- 
ing to the number of their families : ¢heir cities 
with their villages ; before named’ 

¥. 49. And when they made an end of dividing the 
land for inheritance by their coafts, &c.]. That is; 
Eleazar, ‘Fofbua, and the ten men appointed for this 
purpofe ; when all the lots were’drawn, and the (e- 
veral inheritances which came up to them, were di- 
vided among the families of the refpeétive tribes, 
this work being finifhed : the children of Ifrael gave 
an inheritance to Fofoua the fon of Nun among them ; 
moft interpreters obferve the modefty of Fo/bua, 
that though the oldeft and the greateft man in the 
nation, the chief governor, yet had his inheritance 
laft of all; nordid he take any part to himéelf, it 
was given to him by the people, who had the whole 
land divided among them ; in which he was a type 
of Chriff; fee 2 Cor. viii. 9. Phil. ii. 6, 7. 

¥. 50. According to the word of the Lord, &c.] 
Or mouth of the Lord; either according to the 
oracle of Urim and Thummim, which Eleazar con- 
fulted on this occafion; or according to what the 
Lord had faid to Mo/fes, at the fame time that He- 
bron was ordered to Caleb, ch. xiv. 6. and they gave 
him the city which he afked, even Timnath-ferah in 
mount Ephraim ; he chole a place in his own tribe, 
for he was of the tribe of Ephraim ; and it feems 


tation: and called Lefoem Dan, after the name of\that what he chofe was none of the beft of places ; 


Dan their father this is the place which is always 
meant, where the phrafe is ufed from Dan to Beer- 
foeba, this being at the utmoft northern border of 
the land of Canaan, as Beerfbeba was at the farther 
“part of the fouthern coaft of it. It was, accord- 
ing to Ferom ©, fituated near Paneas, out of which 
the river Jordan flowed; and Kimchi on the text 
obferves, their Rabdins * fay, that Lefbem is 
Pamias (i. e. Paneas) and that Yordan flows from the 
cave of Pamias, and had its name }7 tu be- 
caufe it defeended from Daa ; and fo Fofephus * fays, 
that Panium is a cave under a mountain, from 
whence rife the fprings of Yordan,-and is the fountain 
of it; and Pliny alfo fays\', the river Yordan rifes 
Sout of the fountain Paneas. This city was enlar- 
ged and beautified by Philip Herod, and he’ called it 
- by the name of Ce/area Philippi, both in honour of 
Tiberius Cafar * , and after hisown name, by which 
“name it goes'in Mart. xvi. 13. Mark viii. 27. and 
3s called ine the Feru/alem Targum on Gen. xiv. 14, 
Dan of Cafarea. . 
y. 48. This is the inberitance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Dan, &c.| Before defcribed by its cities, 
which were in ‘it. This tribe was bounded: by 
Ephraim on the north, by * Fudab on theealt, by 
~ Simeon on the fouth, and by the Mediterranean fea 


for Paula, as Ferom i relates, when fhe travelled in- 
to thofe parts, wondered that the diftributor of 
the poffeffions of the children of J/rael fhould chufe 
fuch a rough and mountainous place for himéelf ; 
of its fituation, fee ch. xxiv. 30. and he built the 
city, and dwelt therein ; he rebuilt it, and fitted it 
for his own habitation, and for thofe that belonged 
to him. 

y. 51. Thefe are the inheritances which Eleazar 
the prieft, and Fofbua the fon of Nun, &c.] The 
one the high prieft, and the other the chief gover- 
nor of the nation: and the beads of the fathers of 
the tribes of the children of Ifrael; the princes ap- 
pointed for this fervice, whofe names are given 
Numb. xxxiv. 18—28. the inheritances before de- 
fcribed in the preceding chapters by their bounda- 
ries and cities, thefe the faid perfons divided for an 
inberitance by lot in Shilob; and fo has particular 
reference to the 7 lots drawn there for 7 of the 
tribes, by which their inheritances were affigned to 
them: and this was done defore the Lord, at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation ; fee ch. 
xviii. 1,10. fo they made an end of dividing the 
country ; though it was not as yet wholly fub- 
dued. , 


GQrbbid:| Pj. Kikchen 


HE contents of this chapter are the renewal 
of the order to appoint cities of refuge for 


y¥. hs The Lord alfo fpake unto Fofoua, &c.] Out 


of the tabernacle, at the door ef which he with the 


-fach thatcommit man-flaughter icnorantly, to flee |high prieft and princes were : the Lord had fpoken 
‘ynto, and have fhelter in from the avenger of|to hiny before concerning dividing the land among 


“blood, ¥. 1-6. and the execution of this’ order, 
Y. 73 85 9- 


> De bello Jud. 1. 3. c. 8. § 4. 
’ & Bava Bathra, fol. 74. 2. 
“# Nat. Hifl. } 5. ¢. 15. 
_ taph, Paula, fol. 59. L. 


ie 


€ De loc. Heb. fol. 93. A. 
e Antiqu. l. igs ¢. 10. §. 3. 
~ & Jofeph, Antiqu. 1.18. ¢. 2. 


the tribes, ch. xiii. 17. and this being done he 
fpeaks to him again: faving; as follows. 
¥. 2, 


4 T. Bab. Megillah, fol. 6. 1. 
De bello Jud. ], 1.c. 21. §. 3. & 1.3. 6. 9. .§. 7. 
re a 


§. 1. h Antiqu. 1, 5.¢, 1 §. 22, 1 Epi- 
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y. 2. Speak to the children of Ifrael, faying, 8cc | Sychar, Fobn. iv. 5. and it is now called Neapolis, 
Whom the affair concerned. the Lord fpake to ‘fo-|or Naploufe: and Kirjath-arba, which is Hebron, in 
foua about, they having now the whole land di-| she mountain of Fudab, it ftood inthe hill-country 
vided among them: appoint out for you cities of re-\ot Judea, Luke i. 39, 65. of which fee ch. xiv. 15. 
fuge ; of the name, nature, ule, and number of fand xv. 54. There feems to be a difficulty here, 
thefe cities, fee the note on Numb. xxxv. 6. where-\fince this city was before given to Caleb, ch. xiv. 
of I fpake unto you by the hand of Mofes,; Numb.\13, 14. and yet afterwards given to the Levites, 
xxxy.. Deut. xix. and appointed a city of refuge. The ews reconcile 

¥. 3. That the flayer that killeth any perfon un-\this by obferving, that the city and fuburbs were 
awares and unwittingly, may flee thither, 8c.) Who| given to the Levites, and fixed for a city of refuge; 
through mere accident, and without defign, killed} but the villages and fields, and country around it, 
a perfon, friend or foe, one of his own kindred, |and belonging to it, were given to Caleb, ch. xxi. 
or a ftranger, without any malice againft him, or|12. and Abarbinel makes no doubt, that the chil- 
intention to take away his life: and they fhall be\dren of Fudah gave fomething elfe to Caled in lieu 
your refuge from the avenger of blood, from any of|of it. As thele cities of refuge were typical of 
the relations of the deceafed, who might be ftirred | Céri/?, as has been obferved on Numb. xxxv. 29. 
up to avenge the blood of his kinfman on the|their names are applicable to him.+ Kede/b fignifies 
flayer ; fee Numb, xxxv. 12. holy or bolinefs; Cbri/f is holy in both his natures, 

¥. 4. And when he that doth flee unto one of thofe ci-\ divine and human; and fo abundantly qualified to 
ties, &c.] Any one of them, that was neareft to} be the mediator, faviour, and redeemer ; and is 
him: fhall fiand at the entering of the gate of the|\the fountain of holinefs to his people, and is made 
city, for he might not rufh in without leave : and|fanctification to them, Pf xvi. 10. Heb. vii. 26. 
feall declare bis caufe in the ears of the eldersof that\1 Cor. i. 30. and Shehiem fignifies the fhoulder , 
city ; lay before them the whole matter, how that/and not only the government of the church and 
he had killed a perfon unawares, by what means} people of God is on the thoulder of Chri, but all 
it came about, and that it was merely through er-|their fins have been laid upon: him, and bore by 
ror, without any malicious defign, and was a mere}him ; and every particular foul in converfion, 
accident: they fhall take bim into the city unto them ;\ every loft fheepis looked up by him, andtaken up and 
direétly, left the avenger of blood fhould come and} brought home on his fhoulder, Jf ix. 6. and liii. 
feize on him, and kill him ; and they were to take]6. Lukexv.4. Hebron fignifies fellow/hip ; in ef- 
him into the city, not only to prevent that, butto}fectual vocation, the faints are called into fellow- 
examine him ftill more clofely about the matter,} fhip with Cérz/f, and their fellowthip is with the Fa- 
and get farther fatisfaction; and being fatisfied,|ther, and his fon Ye/us Chri ; through him they 
were to continue him in it: and give hima place| have accefs to God, and communion with him now, 
that he might dwell among them; until his death, or} and fhall have uninterrupted communion with him 
the death of the high prieft, if thar was firlt.|to all eternity, 1 Cor. ig. 1 Fob. i. 3. Epb. ii. 18. 
Kimchi obferves from their Rabdins, that he was} Fob. xvii. 24. 
not to hire a houfe all the time of his dwelling]  y.8. And on the other fide Fordanby Fericho eaft- 
there, but was to have one freely, becaufe it is faid,}| ward, &c.] In the country poffefied by the tribes 
and give bim, &c. of Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeh : 
y¥. 5. And if the avenger of blood purfue after him,) they affigued Bezer in the wilderne/s, upon the plain, 
&c.] To the city of refuge, whither he is fled, and} out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out 
demand him: then they fhall not deliver the flayer| of the tribe of Gad, and Golan-in Bafban out of the 
up into bis hands ; to be flain by him, but fhall pro-| ¢ribe of Manaffeh,; of thefe places, and the figni- 
tecthim : Lecaufe be fimote his neighbour unwittingly, | fication of their names, and, of the application af 
and hated him not before time , {ee the notes on Numb.| them to Cbrift, the antitype of the cities of refuge, 
XXXV. 22, 23. and Deut. xix. 6. fee the note on Deut. iv. 43. Thefe laft cities were 
¥.6. Aud be foal dwell in that city, until be fhall|not appointed now, they were appcinted in the 
fiand before the congregation for judgment, &c.]\times of Mojfes, and fevered by him, Deut. iv. 41. 
That is, until his caufe was heard in the court ot} nor arethey here faid to be appointed, but to be af- 
judicature in his own city, or in any other to which figned or given‘ they were now delivered up into 
the avenger of blood fhould appeal; fee Numd.|the hands of the Levites for cities. of refuge, for 
Xxxv. 24, 25. who if they found him guilty of] they were before fevered for that ufe ; they were not, 
death, they put him to death ; butif only guilty} according to the Jews‘, made ufe of as fuch, un- 
of accidental manflaughter, then they delivered] til the other three were appointed. 
him up to his city of refuge for fafety, wherehe} y, 9. Thefe were the cities appointed for all the 
was to abide until the death of the high prieft that) children of Ifrael, &c.| For the common ule of 
Shall be in thofe days; fee Numb. xxxv. 25. then|them all, and not for that tribe only in which they 
Sfoall ike flayer return, and come unto his own city,\ftood: and for the ftranger that fojourneth among 
and unto his own houfe, unto the city from whence be\ them not only for the profelytes of rightcoufnels, 
Jied ; and live with his family in the enjoyment of] but for the profelytes of the gate alfo, as well as for 
his pofleffions and eftates, honours, and privileges|the natives of J/rael,; Chriff is a refuge for Fews 
belonging to him as before ; fee Numb. xxxy. 28. | and Gentiles, for all finners that flee tohim: that 
¥. 7. dud they appointed Kedefh in Galilee in mount| whofoever killeth any perfon unawares might flee thi- 
Naphtali, &c.] Of which fee ch. xix. 37, the ap+|tber; and find fhelter and fafety : and not d; 
pointment of this and the two cities following was} the band of the avenger of blood ; atogehtehaaae 
made by the children of J/rae/ at this time : and|fore he could overtake him: until be flood before the 
Shechem in mount Ephraim, called Sichem, Gen, xii. congregation ; either before the congregation, the el- 
6. and Shechem from a prince of that name that |ders of the city, or court of judicature in the é 
poflefied it, Gen. xxxiv. it fell to the lot of thejof refuge, or before the court of his own city’ 
tribe of Ephraim, its name in the new teftament is'from whence he fled, if fummoned thither. 
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PAHIS chapter contains the addrefs of the: Ze-| of the’ pot or‘urn was! forthe defcendants of Ko- 
vites to the court, to have the. cities and| barb; "a fon of Levi :\ and the children of Aaron the 
fuburbs given them according to the command of | prie# which'-were of the Levites ; who defcended 


God by Mofes, ¥. 1, 2. the grant of them. by-lot 
out of the feveral tribes, y. 3—8. the: particular 
Cities out of the tribes of Fudab and \ Simeon are 
mentioned by name, ¥. g—16. then thofe out of 
the tribe of Benjamin, ¥. 17, 18,19. next thofe out 
of the tribe of Ephraim, y. 20,21, 22. afterwards 
thofe-out, of the tribe of Dan, y. 23—26. then 
thofe out of the half tribe of Manaffeb, y. 27. and 
out of the tribe of fachar,.¥.28,29. and out of the 
tribe of Aer, ¥. 30, 31. and of Napthali,y. 
32,33+ andof Zebulun, y¥. 34,35. and of Reuben, 
¥. 36, 37. and of Gad, ¥. 38, 39,40. which in 
all made forty-eight, ¥..41, 42. and the chapter is 
concluded with obferving, that God gave J/rae/all 
the land of Canaan, and reftin it, according to his 
promife, very faithfully,and punctually, ¥. 43; 
44, 45: 


from Amram, the eldeft°fon of Kohath, and thefe 
were not only Levites, but ‘priefts: thefe bad by lot 
out of the tribe of Fudah, and out of the tribe of Si- 
meon, and-out of the tribe of Benjamin, thirteen ci- 
ties; which are after mentioned by nanie 3. ahd-as 
thefe were priefts, whofe ‘bufinefs’ was. to. ferve in 
the temple, and at the altar, the cities 4ffign- 
ed them by the lot, were bythe wife difpofal of 
divine providence, ordered them out of thofe tribes 
which lay neareft to ‘Yerufalem ; the place God had 
chofen to put his name in, where*the temple would 
be built, and the altars erected for facrifices and in- 
cenfe. 

y. 5. And the reft of the children of Kebath, &c.] 
Which did not defcend from him inthe Jine of 
Amram and Aaron, but of Izbar, Hebron, and 
Uzziel, who were not priefts, but Levétes ; -had by 
lot out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim, and 


y.1, Then came near the heads of the fathers of \out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the balf tribe of 


the Levites, &c.| When the land was divided:to 
the feveral tribes, and every one knew the cities 
that belonged to them, and what they could and 
fhould part with to, the Levites, and when the fix 
cities of refuge were fixed; the Levites cameto put 
in their claim for cities of habitation, they having 
no fhare in the divifion of the land ; and yetit was 
neceflary they fhould have habitations ; the’perfons 
that undertook to put in.a claim for:them.were the 
principal: men among them ; the fathers of them 
were Kobath, Gerfbon, and Merari; the sheads of 
thofe were the chief men .that were then living; 
thefe came unto Eleazar the prieft, and unto Fofbua 
the fon of Nun; the high prieft and chief magi- 
ftrate : and unto the heads of the fathers of the tribes 
of the children of Ifrael; the princes appointed to 
divide the land with the two great perfonages be- 
fore mentioned, Numb. xxxiv. 17—29. 

y. 2. And they fpake unto them at  Shilob in the 
land of Canaan, &c.] Where the tabernacle was 
fixed, at or near which the above perfons met to 
caft lots for the divifion of the land to the feven 
tribes that had not received their inheritance : fay- 
ing, the Lord commanded by the hand of Mofes to 
give us cities to dwell in, with the fuburbs thereof for 
our cattle, this command is extant in Numb. xxxv. 
2—8, 

y. 3. And the children of Ifrael gave unto the Le- 
vites out of their inheritance, &c.} Knowing full 
well there was fuch a command, made no ‘objec- 
tion to their motion, but freely gave them cities 
out of the portion of inheritance allotted to them ; 
this they did at the commandment of the Lord, and 
in obedience to it, even gave rhefe cities and fuburbs , 
after mentioned: this was done by the tribes 
themfelyes ; as there were a certain number fixed by 
the commandment of God, they agreed among 
themfelves how many and what cities fhould ‘be 
given out of each tribe; and thén lots were caft:for 
them by ofbua, what and which cities fhould be 
appropriated to their feveral divifions, asthe Ko- 
bathites that, fprang from daron, and ‘the reft o 


them that did not, and the Ger/bonites and Mera-|y.13, 14, 15, 16. 


rites, as follows. 


y¥. 4. And the 


Manaffeb, ten cities ; thefe other fort of Kobathites 
had their cities in tribes next to the other three 
where the Kobathites that were priefts had theirs. 

¥. 6. And the children of Gerfhon had by lot out of 
the families of the tribe of Ifachar, &c.| Thefe were 
Levites who defcended from Gerfhon, the eldeft fon 
of Levi, and had their cities’’by lot affigned them 
in tribes ata greater diftance, not only out of J/- 
achar, but out of the tribe of Alber, and out of the 
tribe of Naphtali, and out of the balf tribe of Ma-~ 
naffeo in Bafban , which was the other half of the 
tribe beyond  ‘Yordan : thirteen cities ; as many as’ 
were given out of the tribes of Fudab, Siiteon, and 
Benjamin. 

¥. 7. The children of Merari by their families, 
&c.] Thedefcendants of Merari, the third fon of 
Levi: bad out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of 
the tribe of Gad; which were both on the other fide 
Fordan : and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve ct- 


ties; in-all 48, as the Lord commanded, Numb. 


XXXV. 7. 

y. 8. And the children of Ifrael gave by lot unto 
the Levites thefe cities with their fuburbs, &c.] 
Reaching 2000 cubits fromrthe’ cities all around : 
thefe cities did not lye all together, and fo could 
not be defcribed by their coafts ; but in the feveral 
tribes, and intermixed with their cities; which 
fulfilled $acod’s prophecy, that they fhould be di- 
vided and fcattered 1n J/rael, Gen. xlix. 7. as well 
as it was fo ordered for the benefit of the feveral 
tribes, that they might have the affiftance of the 
priefts ‘and Levites, to inftruct them in the know- 
ledge of the laws andcommandments of God, and 
all divinethings : as the Lord commanded by the band 
of Mofes; Numb. xxxv. 2. ' 

¥. 9. And they gave out of the tribe. of the children 
of Fudab, 8c.) Here follows a particular accounr 
of the feveral cities which were given out of each 
tribe, and firft out of this’: avd out of tbe tribe of 
the children of Simeon ;-which is joined with that of 
Fudab, becaufe the cities of it lay within it, ch. 
xix, 1. thefe cities which ave here mentioned by name ; 


¥. 10. Which the thildren of Adroii beidg ‘of tbe 


lot came out for the family of the\ families of the Kobathites, &c.]_ Who defcending 


Kobathites, &c.] The firft lot that was drawn out|from Kohbath, in the line of Aaren, were, prieits : 


Vou. Il, N*. 8. 
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who were of the children of Levi, bad , they were 
Levites, as defcending from Levi, but were prieits 
alfo, as being of the ftock of Aaron, and the ci- 
ties hereafter mentioned in the faid tribe fell to 
their portion : for theirs was the firft lot ; for being 
of the line of Aaron, and priefts, they had the ho- 
Nour and privilege to have the firft lot drawn for 
them, and out of the tribe for which the firft lot 
was alfo drawn, the tribe of Fadab ; here they had 
_their cities allotted them, for a reafon before  gi- 
ven. 
¥.11. And they gave them the city of Arbah, the 
father of Anak, &c.| Which from him-was called | tribe as little Benjamin to give. a! 
Kirjath- Arbab, ch. xiv..15. .and Anak, according} y. 19. All the cities of she children of Aaron, the 
to Kimchi, is not the name of a man, but a general |priefs, &c.] Thofe of the Kobathites that came 
name, comprehending the Anakim, a race of giants, |from him: were thirteen cities with their Juburbs ; 
among whom Arbab was the chief and principal }and juft fo many are mentioned by name in the 
man, a prince and ruler over them, as Ben Melech ; |preceding verfes. 
which city is Hebron in the bill-country of Fudab | yt 20. And the families of the children of Kobath, 
as in ch. xiv. 15. fee Luke i. 39, 65. with the fub-\the Levites, &c.] Who were not priefts : which 
urbs thereof round about it ; as far as 2000 cubits, |remained of the children of Kobath, thele are the 
which were to put their cattle in, and provifion for |children of Mojfes, as archi fays, and thofe that 
them. defcended from Kobath in the lines of Izhar, He- 
¥. 12. But the fields of the city, and the villages\bron, and Uzziel: even they had the cities of their 
thereof, &c.] Which lay beyond the 2000 cubits : |/ot out of the tribe of Ephraim , and were as fol- 
gave they to Caleb the fon of Fephunneh, for his pof-\low. 
Sefion; as Mofes had promifed, and ‘Yofhua had| y. 21. For they gave them Shechem, with ber fub- 
confirmed to him; and now the children of Jf |urbs, in mount Ephraim, &c.] Ot which fee ch. 
rael gave them to him, and put him in the pol. |xx. 7. fo be a city of refuge for the flayer ; which 
feffion of, ch. xiv. 6, 13. and xv. 13. and the fame|being on a mountain, was the more confpicuous, 
is to be obferved of all the other cities given to the |and the fitter for this purpofe, as was Hebron in the 
Levites, that they and their fuburbs, extending to}hill-country of Judea, y. 11, 13. this is the fe- 
fuch a diftance only, were given to them; but the|cond city of refuge mentioned : and Gezer with 
fields and villages, which belonged to them, con-| er /uburbs ; a place from whence the Canaanites 
tinued the inheritance of the tribes in which they | were not expelled; fee the note on ch. xyi. 10. 
were. ¥. 22. And Kibzaim with ber fuburbs, &e.} 
¥.13. Thus they gave to the children of Aaron the| Which feems to be the fame with Fokneam, 1 Chron. 
prieft, &c.] The families of the Kobathites, that|vi. 68. of it we read no where elfe: and Beth- 
part of them which defcended from him, and were|oron with her fuburbs ; upper Bethoron, for there 
priefts: Hebron with her fuburbs, to be a city of re-| were two, an upper and a nether; feech. xvi. 3, 5. 
Fuge for the flayer ; that had flain a perfon un-|/four cities ; as mentioned by name. 
awares, and without defign.; fee on ch. xx. 3, 7.| ¥- 23,24. And out of the tribe of Dan, Eliekeh 
and Libnah with ber fuburbs ; a royal city, of which | with her fuburbs, Gibbethon with ber fuburbs, Aijalon 
fee ch. x. 29, 30. with ber fuburbs, Gath-rimmon with ber Suburbs, 
¥. 14,15, 16. And Fattir with her fuburbs,\ four cities ;} Of thefe four cities, fee the notes on 
and Efbtemoa with ber fuburbs, and Holon with her\ ch. xix. 42, 44, 45. 
fuburbs, and Debir with ber fuburbs, and Ain with\ y.25. And out of the half-tribe of Manafeh, Taa- 
ber fuburbs, and Futtah with her fuburbs, &c.|\ nach with her fuburbs, Sc.) Of which fee ch. xvii. 
Of which fix cities, fee the notes on ch. xv. 32,]10. and Gath-rimmon with her fuburbs; there was 
48, 49, 50, 51, 55. and Beth-fhemefo with her fu-\acity of this name in Daa, as in the preceding 
burbs; which is not mentioned among the cities| verfe ; nor was it unufual for cities to be called by 
of Fudab, ch. xv. only as in the borders of it,|the fame name in different tribes ; ¢1wo cities; thele 
y. 10. and perhaps is the fame Beth-/bemefh to|\are called Aner and Bilean in 1 Chron. vi. 70. in 
which the ark was directed by the Philiftines from] procefs of time cities changed their names ; two 
Afbdod, 1 Sam. vi. 9,12. in it formerly was aJ]cities were a proper proportion for this half tribe ; 
temple dedicated to the fun, from whence it had} two more were given out of the otker half tribe on 
its name : mine cities out of thofe two tribes; and|the other fide Yordan, as appears by what fol- 
they feem, all but one, which is 4, to be of the} lows. 
tribe of Yudah, and that originally belonged to it;| y. 26. All the cities were ten with ber fuburbs, 
and as that tribe had the largeft number of cities | &c.] Four out of Ephraim, four out of Dan, and 
in its lot, the more were given out of it to the|two out of the half tribe of Manaffehb: which were 
Levites, according to a rule prefcribed, Numb. | for the families of the children of Kobath that remain-~ 
xxxv. 8. ed; who were of the other branch of the Kohathites, 
y.17. And out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon| and who did not defcend from Aaron, and were only 
with ber fuburbs, Geba with ber juburbs ;) Of which| Levites, and not priefts ; fee the note on y. 20. 
fee the notes on ch. xviii. 24, 25. fromthe former] y. 27. Aud unto the children of Gerfoon, of the 
came the Gideonites. families of the Levites, &c.] The detcendants of 
¥. 18. Anathoth with her fuburbs, &c.| This is} the fecond fon of Levi: out of the other half tribe of - 
not mentioned among the citiesof Benjamin, ch.| Manaf/éh;, that which was fettled beyond Fordan : 
xviii. it was the native place of the prophet Yere-| they gave Golan in Bafhan, with ber fuburbs, to be a 
miab, Fer.i. 1. fee the note there; it lay about| city of refuge for the flayer ; fee ch. xx. 8. this is 
4 the 


two or three miles north of ,Ferufalem , three, favs 
Ferom*. Rauwolf' ipeaks of it as a {mall vil- 
lage, when he travelled into thofe parts, and as 
lying on a height or eminence, and which was 
within 20 furlongs of Ferufalem, as Fofephus 
writes" : and Almon with ber fuburbs , ins allo is 
not mentioned among the cities of ‘Benjamin, ch. 
xviii. itis called Alemeth, 1 Chron. vi. Go. Farchi 
and Kimchi fay it is the fame with Baburim, 2 Sam. 
iii, 16. where the Zargum renders it by dlmerh, 
and both words fignify the fame thing, youth: four 
cities ; which werea large number for fo fmall a 


a 
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the third city of refuge mentioned : and Beefhte- 
rab with her fuburbs , called Afbtaroth, 1 Chron. 
vi. 71. which had-been the royal city of Og, king 
of Ba/ban, where he had his palace, Deut. i. 4 
Here {ents to have been formerly a temple dedica- 
ted to the goddefs 4ffarte, for Bee/bterab isa com- 
pound of Beth and Afbterah, or Aftarte ; thatis, 
the houfe or temple of Afarte, but now become a 
city of the Levites: two cities; two more having 
been before given out of the other half tribe. 

y. 28. And out of the tribe of Ifachar, Kifbon with 
her fuburbs, &c.] From whence the river Ki/hon 
probably had its name, or the city from that; it 
is the fame ‘with’ Ki/bio#, ch. xix. 20. and called 
Kedéfh, 1 Chron. vi..72. Dabareh with her fuburbs , 
the fame with Daderath on the bordet of Zebulun, 
ch, xix. 12. fee the note there. © 

y.29. Farmuth with ber fuburbs, &c.] Called 
Ramoth, 1 Chron. vi. 73. very probably the fame 
with Remeth, ch. xix. 21. ‘Engannim with her Jub- 
urbs; called Anen, 1 Chron. vi. 73. four cities ; 
fo many are mentioned by name. 

y. 30. And out of the tribe of Alber, Mifbal with 
ber fuburbs, &c.| The fame with Mifheal, ch. xix. 
26. called Majbal, 1 Chron. vi. 74. Abdon with 
ber fuburbs ; not mentioned among the cities of 
Afber, uniefs the fame with Hebron, ch. xix. 
28. 

y. 31. Helkath with ber fuburbs, &c.] The fame 
with Hukok in 1 Chron. vi. 75. and Rehob with 
ber fuburbs, four cities; of which fee the notes on 
ch. xix. 25, 26, 28. 

y¥. 32. And out of the tribe of Naphtali Kedefh in 
Galilee, with ber fuburbs, &c.| Of which fee ch. 
xx. 7. tobe a city of refuge for the flayer , this is the 
fourth city of refuge mentioned : and Hammoth-dor 
with her fuburbs ; the fame with Hammon, 1 Chron. 
vi. 76. and with Hammath, ch. xix. 35. and is 
thought by fome to be Tiberias, fo called from the 
hot baths in or near it : and Kartan with her fub- 
urbs, called Kirjathaim, 1 Chron. vi. 76. but can- 
not bethe Kirjathaim in Numb. xxxii. 37. for that 
belonged to the tribe of Reuben, and was on the 
other fide Jordan : three cities ; this being a leffer 
tribe than fome others gave fewer cities, according 
tothe rule in Numb. xxxv. 8. 

¥.33. All the cities of the Gerfbonites, according 
to their families, &c.| Which were divided among 
them, according to the number of their families : 
were 13 cities with their fuburbs , two out of the 
half tribe of Manaffeh beyond Jordan, four out of 
Ifachar, four out of Afber, and three out of Napb- 
tali. ' 
¥. 34. And unto the families of the children of Me- 
rari, the reft of the Levites, &c.| The defcendants 
of the youngeft fon of Levi, who were all that re- 
mained of the Levites unprovided of cities : out of 
the tribe of Zebulun, Fokneam with her fuburbs ; 
which lay near Carmel, and was a royal city ; fee 
the note on ch. xii. 22. and Kartab with her fub- 
urbs; perhaps the fame with Kattath, ch. xix. 
15. 

ey. 35. Dimnab with her fuburbs, 8ec.] No where 

mentioned, unlefs the fame with Rimmon, 1 Chron. 
vi.77. Nabalal with ber fuburbs; fee ch. xix. 15. 
four cities; only two are mentioned, 1 Chron. vi. 
77. and they by different names ; the one is Rim- 
mon, before obferved, and the other Tabor ; per-|the divifion of the land, yet had more cities by lot 
haps the fame with Chifloth-tabor, ch. xix. 12. given to it than any other, excepting the tribe of 

¥. 36. And out of the tribe of Reuben Bexer with| fudab; though indeed in the account of fome of 
her fuburbs, 8c.) Which was a city of refuge,| the tribes, all the cities in them are not mentioned ; 


and 


and the fifth of them in this account, though not 
obferved as fuch here, but is in the Greek ver- 
fion ; feech, xx. 8. and Jahazah with heb fiburbs ; 
called Fahaz, Numb, XXi, 23. fee the note there. 

¥. 37. Kedemoth with her fuburbs, &cc.] Near to 
which was a wildernefs of that name; fee Deut. 
ii. 26. and Mephaath with her fuburbs 5 of which 
fee the note on ch, xiii, 18. where the two prece- 
ding cities are mentioned along with it ; four ci« 
ties. This and the preceding verfe are not in fome 
antient copies of the Hebrew bible, as is noted by 
the Ma/orites ; but are in fome others, as Kimchi 
owns, and ftand in the Yargum, in the Septuagint, 
Syriac, and Arabic verfions, and in a manufcript 
referred to by Hottinger* ; and the fame words are 
tobe found in 1 Chron. vi. 78,79. and are abfo- 
lutely neceffary to be retained, fince without them 
there would be but eight cities for the Merarites, 
whereas they are exprefsly faid to be twelve, y. 


40. 

¥. 38. And out of the tribe of Gad, &c.| Which 
alfo, as that of Reuben, lay on the other fide For- 
dan : Ramoth inGilead with her fuburbs 5 of which 
fee ch. xx. 8. to be a city of refuge for the flayer ; 
and is the fixth and laft city of refuge in this ac- 
count: and Mabanaim with ber fuburbs ;. here it ° 
was the angels met acob, which gave rife to the 
name of the place, Gen. xxxii. 1, 2. afterwards a 
city was built here, and was on the borders of the 
tribe of Gad, and belonged to it, ch. xiii. 26. 
mention is made of it in othef places, 2 Sam. ii, 8. 
t Kings ii. 8. 

¥. 39. Helbbon with her fuburbs, &c.} Which 
was formerly the royal city of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, and was firft given to and rebuilt by the 
Reubenites, but was upon the border of the tribe of 
Gad , and appears from hence to have been one of 
their cities, Numb. xxi. 26. and xxxii. 37. Fo/b. 
Xilil. 17, 21, 26. Fazer with her fuburbs ; fome- 
times called Faazer, another city in the fame coun- 
try, and near He/bbon , fee Numb. xxi. 32. four ci- 
ties in all; which were Ramoth-Gilead, Mahanaim, 
Hefbbon, and Fazer. 

¥. 40. So all the cities for the children of Merari 
by their families, &c.] Which were diftributed by 
lot tothem, according to the number of their fa- 
milies, and were fufficient for them: which were 
remaining of the families of the Levites; the laft di- 
vifion of them, befides thofe of the Kobathites, Le- 
vites, and the Gerfhonites : were by their lot twelve 
cities ; four out of the tribe of Zebulun, four out 
of thetribe of Reuben, and four out of the tribe of 
Gad, whofe names are before given, 

¥.41. All the cities of the Levites, within the 
poffeffion of the children of Ifrael, &c.] As coms 
prized in one fum total: were forty-eight cities with 
their fuburbs ; which is juft the number that Mofes 
from the mouth of God ordered to be given unto 
them, before they. entered into the land, and be- 
fore they were in poffeffion of one city in it, Numb. 
xxxv. 7. which as it is a proof of the omnifcience, 
prefcience, and predetermination of God; fo of 
the fure and true prediétion, of Mo/es, who could 
not be otherwife certain than from the Lord, of the 
Tfraelites being able to give fo many cities to them, 
out of their feveral tribes: andit is to be obferved, 
that this tribe of Levi, though it had no fhare in 
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and befides, they had only the cities they had with| _.¥. 44. dnd the Lord gave them-yeft. round aboud, 
their fuburbs round about’ them, but not the lands | &c.1 Not only from their travel Oithanich they 
belonging to them, ‘nor. the villages ; however,|had been fatigued forty years in Hee ei but. 
this fhews that a large and liberal maintenance of the} from wars with the Canaanites they had. been en- 
minifters of the Lord; that ferve in lis fan@tuary,|gagedin for fome years paft.: according to all th 
fhould be allowed and made for them, asin the le- eran unto their fathers ; not only to give the 
gal, fo under the gofpel-difpenfation.. the land, but. peace, reft, and fafety in it: 4 
¥.42. Thefe cities were every one with their fub-| there Stood not a man of all their enemies before them 
urbs round about them, &c.] Which reached to the} for whenever any rofe up to oppofe them, they we 
{pace of ‘2000 ‘cubits on every fide; and fuch .a]immediately cut off: this is to be underiood whi 
fpace Was affigned to every one of the above ci~|Za/hua was living; for afterwards, finning again 
ties for their cattle, to, keep them in and lay up|God, they were again and again delivered up into 
provifion for ‘them : thus were all their cities , fix the hands of their enemies : the ‘Lord delivercd.all ; 
of them cities of refuge, and forty-two for the their enemies into their bands; -that is, that made 
priefts and Levites to dwell in, and for the com-|war with them. « Pree Re eo 
modious ufe of their herds and flocks.» W. 45. There failed not ought of any good thing, 
~“¥, 43. And the Lord gave unto Yirael all the land\8&c.] Not only every good thing in general, but 
which he fware to give unto their fathers, &cc.] Itjevery part and particular of that good thing; that, 
was all given them, by lot, whether fubdued or not |with all, that was included in_ it, or were appen- 
fubdued,' and the far greater part was:actually put: “ages to it, or circumftances of it :; which the Lord 
into,.their hands, and .they had. as.much.as they |badfpoken to the hoyfe of Irael ,.as. of their delive- 
could for the prefent occupy and cultivate; andjrance out of Egypt, and paflage thro’ the Red-/ea 
fuch: as. were ‘in the ‘hands of the Canaanites, were |and wildernefs, with all conveniences for them 
fubje& to pay tribute to them ; and it was owing {therein ; fo of their paflage through ‘Jordan, fuc- 
to their own flothfulnefs and fluggifhnefs, that they |cefs of their arms, the conqueft of their enemies, 
did not poffefs more hereafter ; though it was the} poffeffion of their land, a Jand flowing with milk 
will of God that their enemies fhould be driven out}and honey : aff came to pa/s ; exadtly, precifely, 
by little and little, until ‘the Z/raelites were fo in-|and punétually, even every ‘thing relative to their 
creafed ‘as to occupy the whole, left any part of the|temporal. and fpiritual. good : fo,all that God pro- 
tand fhotild lie wafte and become batren, and left} mifes to his fpiritual. I/rzel, with refpect to their 
the wild beafts of the field fhould multiply upon] prefent comfort or everlafting happinefs ; all is ex= 
them : and they poffefed it and dwelt therein ; each \actly fulfilled, all his promifes inoCAri/# are yea and 
according.to their lot in_ the. feveral places affigned Jamen. . ~ ee BON By 
them, ‘as many cities as .they could at prefent peo-| ,. ° 
ple, and.as much land’as. they could now manage. 
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HE ‘war with the Canaanites being ended,jon the other fide Fordan, and who came over that 
Fofhua called to him the two tribes of Rew-jriver with him to affift their brethren in their wars 
ben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeh, who|with the Canaanites, and addreffed them in the fol- 
came over Fordan with him to affift in it, and com- |lowing refpectable manner. 
mended them for their obedience to Mofesand-to] ¥.2. And faid unto them, ye have kept all that 
himfelf, and to God by them; and then difmiffed| Mo/es the fervant of the Lord commanded you, 8éc.} 
them, with fome inftructions to keep the ways andj Which was, that they fhould leave their wives and 
worfkip of God, and. with his bleffing upon them,{children, and flocks, and, herds,, behind them in 
¥. r—8. upon which they returned to their coun-jthe land of Gilead, and pafs over Jordan, with 
try, and when they came to the borders of it fetup}their brethren the children of I/rael armed, and 
an altar by Yordan, ¥.9—10. which when theJfight with them, and for them, until the Canaen- 
children of J/rae/ heard of, it gave them gteat of-] ites were fubdued, and not.return until their bre- 
thren were peaceably fettled in the poffeffion of 


fence, they fearing they were going to make a re-’ 
volt from the pure worfhip of God, and therefore}their inheritances 5 all which they had punétually 
obferved, and, inviolably kept, as they agreed to, 


fent a deputation of princes to them, with the fon 
of the high prieft, to enquire into the matter, and| Numb. xxxii. and have obeyed my voice in, all 
that I commanded you, as the generaliflimo and 


expoftulate with them about it, who: did y. 
11-20. and who received from them a very fatis-}commander in chief of the J/raclitifh forces; as 
what rank and pofition to be in, what part to 


factory anfwer, ¥. 21—31. with which they re- 
turned and reported to the children of J/rae/, and|take in an engagement, what attack to make, when 
which gave them pleafure, ¥. 32, 33, 34. and where, or on what expedition to go; where- 
—?. * | “" *\ “| fever'he ordered them to go, they went; and upon 
¥. r. Then Fofoua called the Reubenites, and the\whatfoever and-wherefoever he fent them, they 

Gadites, and the balf tribe of Manaffeb ;\ The pro|readily and chearfully obeyed, as they promifed, ch. 
mife of God to [rael' being fulfilled, the land offi. 16,17. and approved themfelves as good fol- 
‘Canaan being for the moft part fubdued, the war|diers under him; a all which he commends them, 
at an end, and reft had on all fides from their ene+| and gives them military honour. . AS 
mies, and the land divided among the nine tribes] ¥. 3. Ye have not left your brethren thefe many 
-and’a half, and they fettled in the quiet pofleffion| days unto this day, &c.| For the sea == 
_oftheirlots o/bua fent for the two tribes of Rez+|years, which is the commonly received notion of 
ben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeb, who| the Fews '; feven years according to. them the 

had at their own requeft their portion allotted them|was fubduing, and feven more {pent in dividing 
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fed ; all this time they ftuck clofé by their brethren, 
and affifted them in their wars, and never offered 
to return to their wives and children, until they 
had an order from their general: but have kept the 
charge of the commandment of the Lord your God , 
‘for what both Mo/es and Fo/bua commanded them, 
was from the mouth of the Lord; fo that in obey- 
ing them, they obeyed him. , 

¥. 4. And now the Lord your God hath given reft 
unto your brethren, as he promifed them, &c] As 
in ch. xxi. 44. fee Deut. xii. 9, 10. therefore now 
return ye, and get ye unto your tents ; not their 
military tents in the army, from which they now 
came to Yo/fhua, but their houfes, as the Greek 
verfion, and their cities, as the Targum; they hav- 
ing béen fo long ufed to tents in the wildernefs, 
and during the wars in Canaan, this was a fami- 
liar word for their dwellings: and unto the land of 
‘your poffefion, which Mofes the fervant of the Lord 
gave you, on the other fide fordan, before his 
death, on condition of doing what they now had 
done ; even the land of Gilead and Ba/ban beyond 
Jordan. 

y. 5. But take diligent heed to do the command- 
ment and the law, &c.| ‘The ten commandments, 
and all other laws, both ceremonial and civil : 
avbich Mofes the fervant of the Lord charged you, 
in the name of the Lord, to keep and obferve : 
to lave the Lord-your God; of which keeping the 
commands of God is an evidence, and which is 
the true principle and motive of hearty, fincere, 
and dh a obedience to them : and to walk in all 
bis ways; which he has preferibed, all ais ways 
of worfhip, paths of duty, faith, truth, holinefs 
and righteoufnels : and to keep his commandments , 
whether moral, ceremoniakor judicial ; whether of 
natural and moral obligation, or of pofitive infti- 
tution: and to cleave unto him; and not depart 
from his ways, worfhip,, word and ordinances : 
and to ferve him with all your heart, and with all 
your foul; in the moft ftriét and affectionate man- 
ner, This advice 7o/bua thought proper to give 
them, and inculcate into them, now they were 
about to leave their brethren, and go on the other 
fide Fordan, where they would be at a diftance from 
the tabernacle, altar and fervice of God, and might 
be under temptation to relinquifh it, and fet up an- 
other form of worfhip elfewhere. 

y. 6. So Fofbua bleffed them, and fent them away, 
&c.}] Difmiffed them from his prefence with a 
blefling,; in order to go to their own country; this 
he did by wifhing them well, praying to God for 
a bleffing on them, their perfons and families, who 
had been fo ufeful in affifting their brethren to get 
pofieffion of the land of Canaan. Some think this 
bleffing includes gifts and prefents he, beftowed on 
them: and they went unto their tents; here the 
word means their military tents in the camp of 
Hrael, to which they returned, in.order to take 
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it, and then thefe tribes were ‘feat for and detec of the fribe of Ephraim, 
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attd fo had 4. more par- 
ticular difmiffion and blefling ; and he took his 
leave of them in a different and affectionate man- 
ner. Kimchi makes mention of a Derafh, or ex- 
pofition of theirs, which fays, that after they had 
taken leave they ftayed two days, and returned ‘and 
took leave a fecond time;and which heunderftands of 
them all, and not of the half tribe only ; but iit is 
plainly the half tribe, that is only fpoken of, 

¥. 8. And he [pake unto them, &c.] ‘To the half 
tribe of Manaffeh only, though fome think alfo to 
the other ten tribes: fayiag, return. with much 
riches unto your teats; that.is, return to their own 
land and habitations there, with whatfoever riches 
they had got from the fpoil of the enemy: and 
with very much cattle ; they had.taken from them, 


and fell to their fhare, and for which they: had ~ 


good. pafturage in Gilead and Baj/ban, and there- 
fore very proper to take with them: with /ilver 
and with gold, and with brafs, and with iron; 
whether in maffy pieces, or wrought up into vef- 


fels, which they found in the houfes of the Ca-_ 


naanites when they plundered them : and with very 
much raiment ; fome no doubt very rich and coftly, 
fuch as their kings, princes, nobles and-great per- 
fonages among them wore: divide the /poil of your 
enemies with your brethren, according to. Farchi 
and Kimchi this is fpoken to the half tribe of Ma- 
naffeb, to divide their fpoil with the tribes of Reg- 
ben and Gad; but it rather means the dividing 
the above {poil, when they came to their own 
country with their brethren they left behind; who 
as they were employed in guarding and defending 


their cities, their wives and children, herds and 


flocks in their abfence, they had a right to part of 
the fpoil; and as.in other inftances it appears to 
be a common cafe, for thofe that ftaid at home to 
fhare in the fpoil with them that went to war, fee 
Numb. xxxi. 27. 1 Sam. xxx. 24, 25. Pf, |xviii? 
i2. though the notion of Abarbinel pleafes me 
beft, that by their brethren are meant the other 
half tribe of Manaffeh that remained in Canaan, 
and were fettled there: when the fpoil of the Ca- 
naanites was divided among all the tribes, the whole 
tribe of Manaffeb had its fhare; and whereas now 
half of it were going to their own country on the 
other fide Yordan, it was but reafonable they fhould 
have their part of the fpoil to carry with them; 
and this feems to be the true reafon of their being 
feparately addreffed, and difmiffed and bleffed. 

¥. 9. And the children of Reuben, and the chil- 
dren of Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeb re- 
turned, &c.\ Firft to the camp to take their fub- 
ftance, and then fet forward to their own land: 
and departed from the children of Ifrael ; from the 
reft of them, for otherwife they were children of 
Trae! alfo: out of Shiloh, which is in the land of 
Canaan; for here the camp of J/rael was, as well 
as the tabernacle :. to go unto the country of Gilead, 
to the land of their poffefion, whereof they were 


with them their goods, their fubftance and riches,| poffeffed ; Gilead is put for the whole country on 
their part of the fpoil of the enemy, which of!the other fide Fordan, as the land of Fazer, and 


right belonged to them. 

¥. 7. Now to the one half of the tribe of Ma- 
naffeh, Mofes bad given pofleffion in Bafhan, &c.] 
The kingdom of Og, fee Deut. iil. 13. but unto 
the other half thereof gave Fofbua among their bre- 
thren on this fide ‘Jordan weftward; of which an 
account is given, and the border of their lot de- 
fcribed, ch. xvii. and when Fofhua fent them alfo 


unto their tents, then be blefed them; it feems as if 


the kingdom of Ba/han, which the two tribes of 
Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeb 
were poffefled of : according to the word of the Lord 
by the band of Mofes; for when they moved to 
have that country, Moj/es, it feems, confulted the 
Lord about it, who declared it to be his will. they 
fhould have it, on performing what they promifed, 
fee Numb, xxxii. 31. , 

‘¥. 10. And when they came unto the borders of 


this half tribe was feparately difmiffed and blefled,| Fordan, that are in the land of Canaan, &c.] To 
they being more nearly related to ¥o/bua, who was| the banks of it, or the fand-heaps, fome take the 
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word to fignify, which were thrown up to reftrain| fo of a tribe drawn afide to idolatry ; and which 


the waters from overflowing; fome by Geliloth 
underftand a place fo called; and ‘ferom® fays it 
was near Jordan, in the tribe of Benjamin: but 
rather the word fignifies the meanders, windings 
and turnings of the river®; and fuch circuits and 
compafies it fetched near Yericho, as the fame wri- 
ter’ obferves, where we may fuppofe thefe tribes 
went over, and at a place where the river jetted 
out into the land of Canaan: the children of Reu- 
ben, and the children of Gad, -built there an altar ; 
or then; that is, when they had paffed over the 
river into their own country, for which Fo/epbus is 
exprefs*; and certain it is, that the altar was built 
not on the Canaan-fide of Fordan, but on the op- 
pofite fide, as is clear from the following verfe : 
and indeed they had no right to build on any other 
ground than their own ; and they pitched upon a 
fpot where the river jetted out into the land of 
Canaan, as moft proper to erect it on, to be a 
witnefs, that though feparated from the reft of the 
Lfraelites by the river Fordan, yet were a part of 
them, and had a right to join them in the fer- 
vice of God, and bring their facrifices to the altar 
of God in the tabernacle, as more fully appears 
in fome after verfes: @ great altar to fee to; built 
up very high, fo that it might be feen at a great 
diftance. 

¥.11. And the children of Ifrael beard fay, &c..] 
Thofe that dwelt in the land of Canaan, for other- 
wife, as before obferved, the two tribes and a half 
on the other fide Yordan were I/raelites alfo ; and 
this is a farther proof, that the altar was built on 
their fide, or thofe in the land of Canaan would 
have known of the building of it, and have feen 
them at it, and not come at the knowledge of it 
by hearfay only, as it feems they did, it being 
reported to them by fome who had been in thofe 
parts, and had feen the ftructure : debold, the chil- 
dren of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and the 
half tribe of Manaffeh, have built an altar over- 
againft the land of Canaan, which clearly fhews it was 
on the other fide Jordan, tho’ Noldius, who places it 
in the land of €azaan, renders the words, in the neigh- 
bourbood of it; ‘which will not much help him, fince 
it might be in the neighbourhood of it, and yet not 
init: in the borders of ‘fordan; on the banks of jt, or 
in one of the meanders and windings of it, at a place 


they imagined was the cafe of thefe tribes, or ar 
leaft what they had done had a tendency to apo- 
ftafy from the true worfhip of God, which they 
were zealous to defend at the hazard of their lives, 
and though it fhould iffue in an extirpation of one 
or more of their tribes; fee Deut. xiii. 12—16. 

¥. 13. And the children of Ifrael, &c.) In the 
land of Canaan: fent unto the children of Reuben, 
and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of 
Manaffeh, unto the land of Gilead , they were pof- 
feffed of, and had now returned unto and dwelt 
in; hither they fent an embaffy to them, to en- 
quire into the truth of what they had heard, and 
the reafon of it, before they went to war with 
them, or proclaimed it, or took any farther fteps 
towards it; and which they were obliged to do by 
the-above law, when there was any fufpicion of 
idolatry, and any good ground and reafon for it, 
Deut. xiii. 14. and at the head of this deputation 
was Phinebas the fon of Eleazar the prie# a man 
zealous for the Lord of hofts, and his glory, of 
which there is an inftance in Numb, xxv. 7, 11, 
13. and fo a fit perfon to be employed in this af- 
fair, who would be faithful, bold and zealous, as 
well as capable of giving advice and counfel to 
both parties, if needful. 


y¥.14. And with him ten princes, of cach chief 


houfe a prince, throughout all the tribes of Irael, 
&c.] The nine tribes and a half, fo that the half 
tribe of Manaffeb fent a prince, as well as the whole 
tribes: and each one was an head of the houfe of 
their fathers among the thoufands of Ifrael; that is, 
among the rulers of the thoufands of J/rae?; and 
fo the Greek verfion calls them Chiliarchs, rulers of 
thoufands ; for the people were divided into tens, 
fifties, hundreds, and thoufands, over whom there 
were diftinét rulers, Exod. xviii. 25. Now thefe 
were the chief among them, of the higheft rank- 
and authority ; they were the chief princes, heads 
of feveral tribes, a very honourable deputation 
this! the fon of the high-prieft, and ten princes, 
the heads of the tribes; thefe. were chofen and 
fent, partly in honour to their brethren beyond 
Jordan, and partly that they might carry the 
greater authority with them, and prevail upon them 
to hearken to them. ; 

¥.15. And they came unto the children of Reuben, 


where it ran out and fetched a compais in the land of | and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of 


Canaan: at the paffage of the children of Ijrael; 
where they pafied over when they firft came into 
Canaan, and where thofe tribes alfo pafled over at 
their return ; fuppofed to be the Bethabara beyond 
Jordan, where Fohn was baptizing, Fobn i. 28. 
¥.12. And when the children of Ifrael heard of 
it, &c.] Of the building the altar in the above 
place, namely the nine tribes and a half fettled in 
the land of Canaan: the whole congregation of the 
children of Ifrael gathered themfelves together at Shi- 
lob; where the tabernacle and altar of the Lord 
were, whole caufe they undertook to avenge, be- 
ing injured as they imagined by the altar the other 
tribes had built, and where they could confult the 
Lord by Urim and Thummim, if needful ; hither 
they repaired from the feveral places around, 
where their tribes were fettled ; not the whole body 
of the people, but their heads and reprefentatives : 
te g0 up to war againft them, to confult about it, 
and to prepare for it, which they were obliged to 
do by the law of God, as in the cafe of a city, 


® De loc. Heb. fol. 92. C. 


tom. 1. 1.1. ¢. 43. p. 274, 279. 
in vicinia, Noldius, N° 369. p. So. 
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Manaffeh, unto the land of Gilead, &c.| The de- 
putation came thither ; they either fent for the chiefs 


among the two tribes and.a half, to meet them at - 


fome place, or they having a notion of their com- 
ing, afiembled together to receive them, and hear 
what they had to fay to them: and they /pake with 
them, faying ; as follows; very probably Phinebas 
was the mouth of the whole, for there could be 
but one fpeaker. 

y.16. Thus faith the whole congregation of the 
Lord, &c.] By whom they were fent, and whom 
they reprefented; and they- don’t call them the 
congregation of J/rae/, but of the Lord, becaufe 
it was not on a civil but religious account they 
were come, and not to plead their awn caule, but 
the caufe of God; and not fo much to fhew a 


2 


concern for their own honour and intereft, as for — 
the glory of God: what tre/pafs is this that ye 


have committed againft the God of I/rael,; they took” 


it for granted, that they had committed a fin, and 
that fo great, they were not able to exprefs the 


great- ' 


» Vid. Guffet, Ebr. Comment, p. 170, 573. Reland. Paleftin, illuftrat. 
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* greatnefs of it in all its aggravated circumftances, 
and plainly fuggeit ic was idolatry ; which was too 
premature, when as yet they had not enquired 
into it; but their-Zeal for God, and his honour, 
hurried them into this hafty ftep: to turn away 
this day from following the Lord; they intimate, 
that they had begun a revolt from the worfhip of 
God, which is aggravated by their falling into it 
fo foon, having received fo many favours from 
God, and had fo lately feen fuch wonderful ap- 
pearances of his power and goodnefs, and had juft 
had fuch excellent inftructions, exhortations and 
cautions given them by Yo/bua, when he difmiffed 
them : é# that ye have bwilt you an altar; which 
they fuppofed was to offer facrifices upon; whereas 
there was to be but one altar, and that in the 
place which the Lord fhould chufe to put his 
name in, and which he had now chofen, where 
all facrifices were to be brought and offered up; 
fee Exod. xx. 24. Lev. xvii. 3, 4. Deut. xii. 5, 6: 
that ye might rebel this day againft the Lord? 
again{t the commandment of the Lord exprefied 
in the places referred to, which they charge with 
rebellion againft himfelf, a very high and heavy 
charge indeed! but they fhould firft have enquired 
whether they were guilty of the trefpafs, or with 
what view they had built the altar, whether for fa- 
crifice, or for fome other ufe; but they took it 
for granted it was for facrifice. 
¥.17. Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, &c.] 
The worfhipping of that idol, when in the plains 
of Moab ; the hiftory of which, fee in Numb. xxv. 
2, 3. was, that fo fmalla fin, that another muft 
be added toit, or a greater committed ? fince build- 
ing an altar feemed defigned not fora fingle ac- 
tion of idolatrous worfhip, but for the continuance 
of it, whereas the fin of Peor was only commit- 
ted at one time, and not continued in: from which 
we are not cleanfed until this day, not cleared from 
the fhame and difgrace of it, or the guilt of it 
expiated or removed; but it might be expected, 
as in the cafe of the golden calf, that God would 
ftill at times punifk for it, when provoked by 
new crimes ; or the fenfe is, that there were thofe 
among them that were infected with the fame con- 
tagion, and whofe inclinations were to commit the 
fame, or like fin of idolatry: although there was 
a plague in the congregation of the Lord; of which 
24,000 died, Numb. xxv. 9 
¥. 18. But that you mnft turn away this day from 
following the Lord? &c.} From the worfhip of 
the Lord, as the Targum, and fo on y¥. 16. not 
content with the former tranfgreffion, but mutt 
add this revolt unto it, and at a time which fadly 
ageravates it: and it will be, that feeing ye rebel 
to-day againft the Lord, againft the Word of the 
Lord, as the Targum, and fo on ¥. 16. that to- 
morrow be will be wroth with the whole congrega- 
tion; or in a little time, if a {top is not put to this 
revolt, the whole body of the people will fuffer 
for it : here they exprefs a concern for the whole 
nation of J/rae/, as well as for the glory of God; 
for fometimes the whole congregation has been 
‘charged with the fins of individuals, and punifhed 
for it, as a cafe after-mentioned fhews ; fee ch. 
Vii. 1, 5. 
¥. iy. Notwithfanding, if the land of your pof- 
felion be unclean, &c.] That is, if it was judged 
to be fo by them, becaufe not cleanfed from the 
fins of the former inhabitants of it by facrifice, or 
becaufe there was no altar in it to offer up facri- 
fice for the expiation of fin: then pafs ye over unto 


the land of the poffeifion of the Lord, wherein tbe| 
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Lord’s tabernacle dwelleth; if you repent’ of the 
choice you have made of a country to dwell in, 
quit it, and come over into the land of Canaan, 
which the Lord has taken poffeffion of, and re- 
fidence in, and where his tabernacle is fixed, the 
place of his prefence and worfhip, and where an 
altar is erected to facrifice upon: and take poffeffion 
among us; they were willing to quit poffeffion of 
their own, and make room for them in their fe- 
veral tribes, and even though they ftraitened them- 
felves, and parted with much of their eftates, ra- 
ther than they fhould make a fchifm, or go into ido- 
latrous practices ; which wasa brave, noble fpirit in- 
deed, and fhewed their great concern for the honour 
and glory of God, and his worfhip, and their love 
to their brethren, and affectionate regard for their 
{piritual welfare, above their own private, perfonal 
and temporal good: but rebel not againf? the 
Lord; the Word of the Lord, as the Targum, ei- 
ther Chrift the effential Word, the angel of Jeho- 
vah’s prefence, or his word of command : wor rebed 
againft us by breaking off from us, and fetting 
up another religion or form of worfhip : in build- 
ing you an alar befide the altar of the Lord our 
God ;-which ought to be common to both, and 
no other to be fet up againft it, or ufed befide it. 

¥. 20. Did not Achan the fon of Zerab, &c.] 
One that defcended from Zerah the fon of Fudah, 
ch. vii. 18. commit a trefpafs in the accurfed thing ; 
in taking what was devoted to facred ufes: and 
wrath fell on all the congregation ? and which was 
what was feared now ; and this inftance is brought 
to fhew, that fuch fears were not groundlefs : and 
that man perifhed not alone in his iniquity; which 
feems to confirm the notion of thofe who think 
that his children fuffered with him; though it 
may be obferved, that it was through his fin that 
36 men were flain by the men of 4, ch. vii. 5. 

y¥. 21. Then the children of Reuben, and the chil- 
dren of Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeb, an- 
fwered, &c.| By fome perfon whom they appoint- 
ed to deliver the anfwer in their name: and faid 
unto the heads of the thoufands of Ifrael; who were 
over thofe that were rulers of the thoufands of 
I/rael, perfons of greater authority than they, be- 
ing princes of the refpective tribes to which they 
belonged. 

v.22. The Lord God of gods, the Lord’ God of 
gods, &c.] They firft fet out in their anfwer with 
aflerting their firm belief of Jehovah, the God of 
Tfrael, being the fupreme God, God over all; over 
all that are called gods, whether angels, of whom 
Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it; or civil ma- 
giftrates and judges of the earth, who bare the 
fame name ; nor are the gods of the Gentiles to be 
fpoken of with Febovab, the God of Irael, who 
is the fupreme Being, felf-exiftent, the Being of 
beings, eternal and immutable, all which is con- 
tained in his name Jehovah ; now this is repeated 
by them for the confirmation of their faith in this 
great article of it, and fhews the fteadinefs of ir, 
and to exprefs their earneft and vehement affection 
for this truth, and to clear themfelves from any 
imputation of idolatry, or thought of it, or doing 
any thing that might have a tendency to it: he 
knoweth; he is the omnifcient God, the fearcher 
of the hearts, and the trier of the reins of the 
children of men; he knows our cordial belief of 
this truth, the integrity of our hearts, the intention 
of our minds, that we never had a thought in us 
of departing from his worfhip, and of fetting up 
an altar befide his in oppofition to it: and Ifrael 
he foall know 5 our brethren the J/raeijtes that dwell 

in 
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in the land of Canaan, whofe reprefentatives you| ftriétly fo called, eaftward, Nenb se sea ‘ 


are, fhall know, not only by our prefent declara-]it did not. exclude the land of the two tri 

‘tion, but by our future conduct, and ftriét adhe-|ahalf.from being part of the land of promife 5 fer 
rence to the pure worfhip of God in time to come, | the Amorites, which before inhabited it, and were 
that it was never our view by what we have.done}driven out of it, were Cenaamites, and were one 
to depart from it: if it be ia rebellion, or if in|part of the people, whole land the Lord promifed 
tranferefion againft the Lord ; with a defign to re-|to Abraham, Gen. xv. 18—21. ye children of Reu- 


bel again{t his word, and tranfgrefs his command :| ben, and children of Gad, bave no part in the Lord; 


fave us not this day; this is faid with refpect to] in his covenant and promifes, in his worfhip, word 
God, and as an apoftrophe to him, as Yarchi,|and ordinances; thele are things you have nothing | 
Kimchi and Abarbinel obferve; as exprefling their}to do with, being feparated from us his peculiar 
defire to have no mercy fhewn them by him, but|people; or bave no part in the Word of the Lord, 
that vengeance might be taken on them by him, Jas the Targum, the _promifed Meffiah, being with- 
to whom all things were naked and open, and whojout, or feparated from him, as the Gentiles are. 
full well knew whether they were guilty or not;|faid to be, Eph ii. 12. fo fhall your children make 
or elfe the addrefs is to Phinebas, and the princes, |our children ceafe from fearing the Lord; trom wor- 
that they would rife up and put them to death by |fhipping the Lord, the fear of the Lord being 
{word, if this appeared to be the cafe; or that all|often put for tpe whole worfhip of God, external 
the other tribes would rife up, and make war|and ‘internal, #ccl. xii. 13. by behaving in the 


. againft them, and cut them off with the edge, off above manner towards them, they would be the 


the fword, and not fpare them. |caufe and occafion of their apoftacy from the true 
¥. 23. That we have built us an altar, to turn from)God, and it woutd be in effect to fay to them, go 
following the Lord, &c.] That is, we defire, as} ferve other gods, 1 Sam. xxvi. 1g. . Sas 
-we deferve, to be.cut to pieces, and not faved, if] ¥. 26, Dherefore we /aid, &c.| One to another, 
it fhould appear to be our view in building *this}in order to prevent the apoftacy of our children 
altar, to revolt from the pure worfhip of God: or| from God, ‘their departure from his worthip, and 
if to offer thereon burnt-offering, or meat-offering,| going into idolatry : /et ws now prepare to build us an 
or if to offer peace-offerings ; even to the Lord|a/tar; get materials ready, and fec about it inftanc- 
himfelf : they declare that.as they had no deffgn|ly, without any delay, whilft the thing dwells 
to apoftatize from God, and worfhip idols, fo it}upon our minds: wot for durnt-offering, nor for 
was not their intention to offer any kind of facri-| /acrifice; not for offerings of any kind required 
fice on the.altar they had built, even to the Lord| by the law, neither for fin-offerings nor trefpafs- 


himfelf; and they take notice of every kind of 
offering, to remove every charge of this fort from 
them, and to purge themfelyes of every imputa- 


tion of this nature; then the Lord bimfelf require 
it; feek it out, who is the omnifcient God, and 


revenge it, who is the Lord God almighty, ju 
and true, 

y.24. And if we have not rather done it for fear 
of this thing, &c.] So far they fuggeft were they 


_ trom doing this, in order toturn from the pure wor- 


fhip of God, and introduce idolatrous _worhhip, 
that it was to guard againft every thing of that 
kind for the future; and through fear of it, and 
anxiety and diftrefs. of mind, left fome time or an- 
other there fhould be any temptation to it in their 
pofterity, had they built this altar : /aying, in time 
to come your children might peak unto our children , 
or to-morrow ™, in a fhort time after your heads, 
and ours, are laid in the grave, your pofterity will 


accoft us: faying, what have you to do with the 
-Lord God of Irael? you are aliens and ftrangers 


from the commonwealth of J/rae/, live in a foreign 
land, and not in the land of Canaan; are feparated, 
from us by the river Fordan, are a different peo-' 
ple from us, and have nothing to do with the ta- 
bernacle of the Lord, and the fervice of it, or 
with the altar of the Lord, to offer facrifice on 


it. Now as they returned to their own country, 


or when got there, fuch anxious thoughts and fears 
rofe up in their minds, which they communicated 
to one another, and thought of this expedient to 


prevent what would be fo fatal to their pofterity. 


The Targum is, ‘* you have no part in the Word 


“of the Lord God of J/rael,” fee Fobn xiii. 8. 


¥.25. For the Lord hath made Jordan a border 
between us and you, &c.| And by it feparated them 
from them, as if they were a diftiné& people ; not 
that this was really the cafe, but fo they feared it 
would be reprefented in time to come; for though 


Jordan was the border of the land of Canaan,’ 


m Sm cras, Pagninus, Montanus,. &c. 
( « 
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offerings, nor any other not named. 

y¥.27. But that it may bea witne/s between us 
and you, and our generations after-us, &e.|] That 
we are one people, worfhip one God, and ferve at 
one altar, of which this built was a refemblance, 
nd would put them in mind ofit: thet we 
might do the fervice of the Lord before bim; in 
the tabernacle,. and at the altar, in the place where 
he had chofen to put his name and dwell : with 
our burnt-offerings, and with our facrifices, andwith 
our peace-offerings, to be brought at ftated times, 
or as occafion required: ‘hat your children may not 


fay to our children in time to come, ye hawe no part 


in the Lord; nor right to his altar, and fo forbid 
them offering their facrifices on it; or ** hayeno 
part in the Word of the Lord,” as the Targum ; 
the Mefiiah, whofe facrifice was typified by the 
facrifices of the legal difpenfation, and all fuch who 
offered theirs in the faith of that, had a part in 
it, and their fins were expiated by it. 

¥. 28. Therefore faid we, &c.] To prevent 
any fuch ufage of our children, and that they 
might have a ready anfwer to give: thet it fhall be 
when they foould {o fay unto us, or to our: genera- 
tions in time to come; as above fuggefted, that they 
were a feparate people from them, and had no in- 
tereft in the Lord, nor right to his altar, nor-con- 
cern in his worfhip: that we may fay again; in 
reply, that is, our pofterity : ¢ebold, the pattern 
of the altar of the Lord, which our fathers made, 
which exactly agrees with the Mo/aic altar; and 


which they could never have framed in fo exaGt ~ 


a manner, if they had not feen it, and ferved at 


| it; wherefore this was a plain proof of their be- — 


ing originally worfhippers of the fame God, par- 
takers of the fame altar, and were in the 

fellowfhip aud communion of J/rael. _According- 
to Guffetius", this was not the altar the Reuben~ 


ites, &c. built, which the children of Ifrael would 
be bid to behold, but the Mo/aic altar at the ta- 
"t ‘ge , 
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bernacle or temple, which was the archetype and|againft the Lord; which they were fearful and jea- 
exemplar, according to which, that of the Rew-|lous of they had, but they found that the Lord 
benites was formed ; and therefore fay not, come}had been good and gracious in preferving them 
and behold, but behold the altar prefent before}trom it : now ye have delivered the children of Ifrael 
them, that of Mo/es, and acknowledge that to be jout of the band of the Lord; into which they would 
a type and exemplar, which they had related, andjhave fallen, had that been the cafe, and would 
fo confefs it to be a teftimony of their mutual fel-|have felt the effects of the divine refentment, but 
lowfhip: and what they had made in imitation of|now they were fecure from them. . 
it, which exactly anfweréd to it, was mot for burnt-| y. 32. And Phinebas the fon of Eleazar the prieft, 
offerings, nor for facrifices , of any fort, that was|and the princes, &c.] Being fully fatisfied with 
not the intention of erecting it: du¢ it is @ wit-\the relation of things that had been given them, 
nefs between us and you; that. we worfhip thejand having taken their leave of the aflembly : re- 
fame God, and are of the fame faith and fel-|turned from the children of Reuben, and from the 
lowfhip. children of Gad; the Greek verfion adds, and from 
¥. 29. God forbid that we fhould rebel againft\the half tribe of Manaffeb, which though not in 
the Lord, &c. |}, Againft the command of the|the Hedrew text, is undoubtedly meant : out of the 
Lord, who ordered one altar to be made, to which |/and of Gilead ; which though only a part of the 
all facrifices were to be brought from the feveral jcountry thefe tribes inhabited, is put for the whole, 
parts of the land of J/rael, and there to be offered{and it is not improbable that the affembly might 
on it; or “ againft the Word of the Lord,” as|be held in it: unto the land of Canaan, to the chil- 
the Zargum, Chrift typified both by the altar and|dren of D/rael; the reft of the children of Jfrael 
the facrifices on it; and who is but one, one prieft, |who dwelt in the land of Canaan, properly fo call- 
one facrifice, one altar, one mediator and faviour:|ed: and brought them word again, reported the 
and turn this day from following the Lord, apofta-|whole affair, related all that had pafied, and ac- 
tize from him, and from his worfhip: ¢o build an|quainted them with the intention and defign of 
altar for burnt-offerings, for meat-offerings, or for |\their brethrenverecting the altar, and what had been 
Jacrifices; which was never our intention, or ever |the iffue of their embaffy to them, 
entered into our hearts to erect one for fuch a pur-| y. 33. And the thing pleafed the children of 1/- 
pole: befides the altar of the Lord our God, that is\rael, &c.} They were quite fatishied with the ac- 
before his tabernacle; it ftanding in the court ofjcount of things, and were pleafed and delighted 
the tabernacle before the holy place. with what their brethren, the other two tribes, had 
¥. 30. And when Phinebas the prief, &c.] For\done: and the children of Ifrael bleffed God; re- 
fo he was, being the fon of Eveazar the high-prieft, |turned thanks to him, that there was no trefpafs 
and {fo the word prief, ¥. 13. is to be joined, not|committed againft him, and no {fchifm like to be 
to Eleazar but to Phinebas: and the princes of the;made among them, nor any wrath to come upon 
congregation; the ten princes, who were fent by|them: and did not intend to go up againft them in 
the congregation of J/rae/, one out of each tribe :|dazt/e ; for though upon firft hearing of their build- 
and beads out of the thoufands of I/rael, thefe are|ing an altar, which they fuppofed was for idola- 
the fame with the princes, and this belongs to their|try, they had intended to make war againft them, 
title, who were heads of the Chiliarchs, or thofe|but now underftanding the defign of that build- 
who were rulers of thoufands in J/rael: which were|ing, they laid afide all thoughts of that kind: to 
with him; with Phinebas, who were joined with|deftroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and 
him in the embafly, and now prefent with him :|Gad dwe/t ; which they judged by the law in Deut. 
heard the words that the children of Reuben, and the\xiii. 12. they were obliged todo. The Greek ver- 
children of Gad, and the children of Manaffeh fpake ;\fion here adds alfo, and the half tribe of Manaffeb, 
in defence of themfelves, explaining the meaning|and renders the laft claufe, and they dwelt in it ; 
and defign of the altar they had built: z¢ pleafed|continued to dwell in it undifturbed by their bre- 
them; they were not only fatisfied with their an-}thren. 
fwer, but highly delighted with what they had| y. 34. And the children of Reuben, and the chil- 
done, as tending to preferve the common faith and|dren of Gad, called the altar Ed, &c.) Which 
fellowhhip of J/rae/. fignifies a witne/s; they caufed fuch an infcription 
¥. 31. And Phinebas the fon of Eleazar the prief,\to be put upon it, or this word to be engraved on 
&c.] As the mouth of the deputation, and inJit, that fo the intention of erecting it might be. 
their name: /aid unto ihe children of Reuben, and\known in future time ; that it was not for facrifice, 
to the children of Gad, and to the children of Ma-\but to be a teltimony of their being one with their 
naffeh ; the reprefentatives of them affembled to-| brethren on the other fide Yordan, in worhhip, faith 
gether on this occafion: this day we perceive that\and fellowthip: for it fhall be @ witne/s between 
the Lord is among us; his Shekinah, as the Targum;|us, that the Lord.is God, is the one God, the 
his powerful prefence in preferving their brethren|God of them both, of all J/rae/, whether on the 
from committing a trefpafs, as they feared ; his|one or the other fide of ‘orden; to be worfhipped 
gracious prefence fmiling upon them; and as the|by them in one and the fame manner, and their 
God of peace and order, and not of confufion, |facrifices to be offered to him on his altar beiore 
uniting and cementing their hearts in love to one|the tabernacle, 
another: becaufe ye bave not committed this tre/pa/s 
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his addrefs to them obferves what God had done|them out of their habitations to make room for 
for them, and would do, y. 3, 4, 5. and exhorts|them, meaning the feven nations of the Canaanites: 
them to keep the commandments of God, and|for the Lord your God is he that hath fought for you ; 
cleave to him, and not to mix with the Gentiles,|Fo/bua does not attribute any of the things that 
and join with them in idolatrous practices, and}were done to his own valour, nor theirs, nor fo 
then it would be well with them, ¥.6—r11. butjmuch as mentions himfelf or them as inftrument 
otherwife fhould they join with them, and depart|but wholly afcribes all to the Lord, who “fouptk 
from the Lord, who had fo faithfully and punc-|their battles for them, and conquered their ene- 
tually performed every good thing he had pro-|mies, and fubdued them under them ; the Targum 
mifed them, they might expect all evils and cala-|is, ‘* the Word of the Lord fought’ for you ;” 
mities, utter ruin and deftruction to befal them,|the captain of the hoft of the Lord, ch. v. 14 
. 12—16. 15. ie 
, ¥. 4. Behold, I have divided to you by lot thefe 
¥.1. And it came to pafs a long time after, &c.]\nations that remain, &c.| Who are unfubdued, not 
Or after many days °, that is, years: that the Lord yet conquered, as well as thofe that are fo be an in- 


had given reft unto Ifrael from all their enemies round|heritance for your tribes ; to be poflefied by them. 


about ; the greateft part of the land of Canaan was|and their children for ever: from Yordan, with all 
fubdued; the whole divided by lot to the tribes of |the nations I have cut off, even unto the great fea 
Trael, and they quietly fettled in*the refpective|weffward ; the phrafe with all the nations I have 
portions affigned them, the Canaanites that remain-|cut off, is to be read in connexion with tho/e nations 
ed giving them no difturbance, in which ftate of|that remain; both thofe that were cut. off by the 
reft and peace they had_now been for fome years; |{word of ‘fo/hua, and thofe that remained uncon- 
and this may be reafonably fuppofed to be the laft}quered, being divided by lot to the tribes of J- 


year of the life of Fofhua, fee ¥.14. that Fofbua 
waxed old and ftricken in age, and became feeble 
and decrepit, and greatly declined; for though he 
was ten years younger than Mo/es when he died, 
yet not fo vigorous, ftrong and robuft as he,’ but 
was preffed and bore down with the infirmities of 
age. 
”y. 2. And Fofoua called for all Ifrael, &c.| Sum- 
moned them together, whether at Timnath-ferab, 
his own city, he being old and infirm, and not 
able to go elfewhere; or whether at Shechem, 
where it is plain they were afterwards convened, 
ch. xxiv. 1. or whether rather at S4i/ob, where the 
tabernacle was, is not certain; and by all I/rael 
cannot be meant the whole body of the people, 
unlefs it can be thought to be at one of the featts, 
when all the males in J/rael appeared before the 
Lord; though this feems to be not a ftated convo- 
cation, but occafionally made, and to be under- 
ftood of the reprefentatives of the people called toge- 
ther, as explained in the following clau‘e: and for 
their elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, 
and for their officers ; the firtt and is fupplied, and 
another word or words may be fupplied, as evex, 
or that is, or the like, and fo explanative of all 
Tjrael, namely their elders, both in age and office, 
efpecially the latter, the feventy elders, or who 
compofed what in after-times was called the great 
Sanhedrim , and the beads of their tribes, the chief 
princes of every tribe; and their judges in their 
feveral cities, who heard and tried caufes, and 
adminiftred juftice and judgment to the people ; 
and their officers, who attended on them to exe- 
cute the judgment they pronounced : and faid unto 
them, I am old and ftricken in age; which he ob- 
fervés as a reafon of his calling them together to 
give them fome advice and inftructions before his 
death, and in order to command greater reverence 
of him, and refpect to him, and to excite atten- 
tion to what he had to fay to them. 

¥. 3. And ye bave feen all that the Lord your 


rael; and which reached from Fordan eaftward, 
where ‘fo/bua and J/rae/ entered into the land, to 
the Mediterranean fea, called the great fea in com- 
parifon of little ones in Canaan, as the dead fea, 
and the fea of Tiberias ; and which great fea lay 
weft to the landof J/rael, or where the fun fets, as 
the phrafe in the Hebrew text is. 


- 


¥. 5. And the Lord your God he fhall expel them 


from before you, &c.] That is, fuch of them as yet 
remained among them : and drive them from out of 


your fight; the fame thing expreffed by different 


words, for the confirmation of it: and ye fall pof- 


Jes their land, as the Lord your God hath promifed 


unto you; all which is to be underftood on condi- 
tion of their good behaviour towards the Lord, and 
obedience to his commands ; by which tenure they 
held the poffeffion of the land when put into it, 
and for their difobedience did not pofieis the 
whole. , 
yt. 6. Re ye therefore very courageous to keep and to 
do all that is written in the book of the law of Mofes, 
&c.] To obferve which required fpiritual ftrength, 
fortitude of mind, a holy courage, a firm and fixed 
refolution, and particularly to deftroy the Canaan- 
ites required in that book, and to abftain from all 
communion and fellowfhip with them : that ye turn 
not afide therefrom, to the right band or the left ; 
fee the note on ch. i. 7. My 
¥. 7. That ye come not among thefe nations, thofe 
that remain among you, &c.] That remained un- 
fubdued, or that were fuffered to dwell amon 
them, being tributaries to them; with thefe they 


were not to converfe freely and familiarly, norto . 


carry on trade and commerce with them, nor enter 
into any alliances or marriages with them, and not 
even attend any of their fealts, and efpecially their 
idolatrous ones : neither make mention of the name of 
their gods; not in common converfation, and {till 
lefsin any religious matters ; never with any re- 


verence of them, or in any refpectable man-- 


ner; but always with indignation and contempt, 


calling 
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calling them dunghil-gods.and the like, as they |come, what they fhould be able to do if they clea- 
often are in feripture : or caufe to fwear by them ;}ved unto the Lord ; this was fulfilled in Sam/on, 
neither fwear by them themfelves, nor caufe others} /udg. xv. 15. fuch a promife was made, Lev. 
to fwear by them, as Abarbinel; or amanhis neigh-|xxvi. 8. for the Lord your God he it is that fighteth 
bour, as Kimchi; noy not a Gentile, as Ben Me-\/or you; and no wonder then that a thoufand fhould 
lech 5 fo it is faid in the Mifnah’, ‘* he that vows|be put to flight by one man ; the Zargum interprets 
inthe name of an idol, and confirms in his name, Jit of the Word of the Lord, asin ¥. 3. as be bath 
(which Barsenora interprets, {wears by his name) |promifed you , fee Deut. i. 30. and iii. 22, 
tranfgreffes a negative precept.” Mazmonides*al-\ . 11. Take good heed therefore unto yourfelves, 
fo fays, ‘¢ he that vows in the name of an idol, &c.], To be upon their guard, and to be watch- 
and {wears by it, is. to be beaten—he that fwears}ful, were very neceflary tothem, that they might 
by it himfelf, or caufes a Gentile to {wear by it ;,oot be enfnared by the Canaanites, and drawn afide 
for it is forbidden to caufe a Gentile to fwear by his|by them into idolatry, and fo apoftatize from the 
fear (or idol) and even to caufe himto make men-|Lord and his worfhip, fince their temptations 
tion of it, though not in the way of an oath, it is}would be many: that ye love the Lord your God ; 
forbidden :” neither ferve them; by offering any|which would the moft ftrongly influence and en- 
facrifice or incenfe to them, or by praying to them,]gage them to ferve and worfhip the Lord, and 
or offering them praifes on any account, or by per-Jobey his commands, and be the beft prefervative 
forming any religious fervice in any inftance orJagainift idolatry and falfe worfhip. 
form whatever : nor bow yourfelves unto them, give) -¥.12. Elfe if ye do in any wife go back, &c.] 
them any adoration or worfhip, external or in-|from the Lord and his worfhip, from his word 
ternal. . and ordinances : aud cleave unto the remnant of thefe 
¥. 8. But cleave unto the Lord your God, &c.]|\uations, even thofe that remain among you; in cities 
To his word, worfhip, and ordinances; externally,{not taken, or in feveral which the Phiijftines were 
* by clofe adherence to them, and ftri€& obfervation|in pofleffion of, or lived among them as tributa- 
of them ; and internally, by ftrong affection tojries to.them, if they fhould take to them, and be 
him, hope, truft, and confidence in him, expeéta-|free and familiar with them, which may lead on 
tion of all good things from him, and conftant ap-|to nearer connexions in civil and religious mat- 
plication to him for help in all times of need, andjters : and fhall make marriages with them; marry 
a fixed dependence on him: as ye have done unto this\their daughters to the fons of Canaanites, or ad- 
day ; that is, fince’ they came into the land of Ca-|mit the daughters of Canaanites to be married to 
naan, and had been under the government of Fo-|their fons : and go in unto them, and they to you; 
foua ; for otherwife, while in the wildernefs, they|which is expreffive of the confummation of mar- 
frequently revolted from God, and murmuredjriage, and of the performance of the conjugal 
againft him; and this is to be underftood not of}duty. 
individuals, who doubtlefs were guilty of various] ¥. 13. Know fora certainty, that the Lord your 
failings and fins: but of the whole body, and with|God w7/l no more drive out any of thefe nations 
refpect to any notorious offence, particularly ido-|/rom before you, &c.) Or, knowing ye foall know", 
latry, which they had not fallen into fince theyjor kvow ye; this may be taken for granted, or the 
came into theland of Canaan, and had very lately|fulleft. proof, and cleareft demonftration, and 
fhewn great zea] again{t it ; not only the tribes on ftrongeft affurance-will be given of it, that in cafe 
this fide, but thofe on the other fide Yordan, as thejof fuch bad condué and difobedience to the will 
preceding chapter largely relates. of God, no more of the nations of the Cazaanites 
¥. 9. For the Lord bath driven out before you great\ will be driven out of the cities in which they are; 
nations and ftrong, &c.] Efpecially as they were|but they hall be fnares and traps unto you , who by 
reckoned in thofe times, before any great mo-jtheir bad examples would draw them both to ido- 
narchies had exifted, as did afterwards; and in-jlatry and fuperftitious worfhip, and into all irreli- 
deed thefe were, confidering the land they inha-|gion, profanenefs, and immorality, as they did 
bited, very numerous and populous, and were|P/. cvi. 35—39. and fcourges in your fides ; who 
very ftour and able-bodied men, and fome of aJeither by enfnaring them, would get an advantage 
gigantic ftature ; and all dwelt in ftrong. fortifiedjover them, and diftrefs them in their perfons, fa- 
cities, and were able to bring out large armies into} milies, and eftates ; or would be the means of the 
the field, with chariots of iron, fo that they were] Lord’s correcting and chaftifing them with the rod 
very formidable; but notwithftanding: all this, thejand ftripes of men, for the iniquities thefe would 
Lord drove them out of their ftrong holds, andjdraw them into; the allufion is to fcourges and 
put J/rae/ into the poffeffion of them, and of their|lafhes laid on the fides of men, or to goads with 
land: but as for you, no man bath been able to ftand\which beatts are pufhed on their fides and driven : 
before you unto this day ; thatis, of thofe that came | amd thorns in your eyes; very troublefome and dl- 
out againft them, and fought with them ; thefe|{treffing ; for even a mote in the eye is very af- 
were all to a man cut off by them, or fled before| flicting, and much moreathorn; feethe note on 
them, and became tributaries to them ; otherwife| Numd. xxxili. 55. Farchi interprets this word by 
there were many, who as yet were not expelled by| camps furrounding them, as fhields do the bodies of 
them ; this the Lord had promifed, and now had|men, and which is approved of by Guffetius* : un- 
_ fulfilled, Deut. xi. 25. For. 1. 5. til ye perifh from off this good land, which the Lord 
¥. 10. One man of you fhall chafe a thoufand, &c.]|your God bath given you, by {word, famine, pefti- 
Here Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve, that the fu-|lence, or captivity, which has been their cafe. 
ture tenfe is put for the paft, and that thefenfe is,} y.14. And bebold, this day Iam going the way of 
one of them had chafed a thoufand in their warl|al/ the earth, &c.) ‘That is, about to dye; not 
with the Canaanites; but Abarbinel difapproves of|that precife day, but in a fhort time, of which the 
this obfervation, and thinks it refers to time to|daily increafing infirmities of old age gave him no- . 
tice. 


" P Sanhedrin, c. 7. §. 6. 4 Hilchot & Obedeth Cochabim,c, 5. §. 10. FIYTIM YI fciendo 
fcietis, Montanus ; {ciendo fcitote, Pagninus, Vatablus. * Comment. Ebr. p. 717. 


252  FOSHUA, Ch.xxiii. y.15; 16. 


tice. Death is a journey from this world to ano- {evil beafts, and captivity in cafe of difobedience to 
ther, a man’s going to his long home, a path{his commands : until be have deftrayed you from off 
trodden by all men, and but oncet; a way in|sbis good land which the Lord your God bath giv 

which all men without exception muft and do walk, |you 5 for as he is faithful to his promifes, fo to his 


and even the beft as well as the greateft of men, |threatenings ; and from his punctual performance _ 


fuch as Yofoua; no man is exempted from death,|of the one, may be argued and expected the fure 
be he ever fo great or good, ever fo wife and know- fulfilment of the other, and which has been abun- 
ing, ever fo holy or fo ufeful ; fee 1 Kings ii. 2.|dantly verified in that people ; fee the notes on Lev. 
and ye know in all your hearts, and in all your fouls ,|\xxvi. and Deut. xxviii. i 
intheir confciences ; it was a glaring truth which| y.16. When ye have tranfereffed the covenant of 
none could deny ; it had a teftimony in every|the Lord your God, which he commanded you, &c.] 
man’s breaft : that not one thing hath failed of all\Vhe law fo called, and the feveral abies 9 it, 
the good things, which the Lord your God hath Jpoken|particularly thofe which relate to the faith and 
concerning you ; particularly concerning the good|worfhip of the one only true God ; fee Exod. xxiv. 
land, and the Lord’s bringing them into it, re-|7, 8. and have gone and ferved other gods, and have 
moving the old inhabitants, and fettling them in |Jowed down your/élves unto them; been guilty of 
their room, and putting them in pofféffion of alllidolatry, of having and worfhipping other gods, 
temporal good things and fpiritual privileges, as|which are no gods, with or befides the God of J/- 
the word and ordinances : a// are come to pafs unto|rael ; fee. 7. then shall the anger of the Lord be 
you, and not one thing bath failed thereof , {ee ch. kindled againft Jou 5 nothing being more provoking 
XXi. 45. to him than idolatry, he being a jealous God of 

y¥. 15. Therefore it fball come to pafs, that as all\his honour and worthip : and ye Soall perifh quickly 
the good things are come upon you, which the Lord hath| from off the good land which be hath given unto you ; 
promifed you, &c,] Of which there was full proof,|as they did at the time of the Babylonifh captivity, 
and it could not be denied : fo /hal/ the Lord bring\and at the laft deftruction of Ferufalem by the Ro- 


upon you all evil things, calamities and diftreffes, by| mans. 


his fore judgments of famine, fword, peftilence, 


CHA: Pin XXIV.: 


HIS chapter gives us an account of another 
i fummons of the tribes of J/rael by Yofbua, 
who obeyed it, and prefented themfelves before 
the Lord at Shechem, y. 1. when Yofbua in the 
name of the Lord rehearfed to them the many 
great and good things the Lord had done for them, 
from the time of their anceftor Abraham to that 
day, ¥.2—13. and then exhorted them to fear 
and ferve the Lord, and reject idols, ¥. 14. and 
put them upon making their choice, whether they 
would ferve the true God, or the gods of the Ca. 
naanites, and they, chufing the former, he ad- 
vifed them to abide by their choice, ¥. 15—24. 
and made a covenant with them to that purpofe, 
and then difmiffed them, ¥. 25—28. and the chap- 
ter is concluded with an account of the death and 
burial of Yofbua and Eleazar, and of the inter- 
ment of the benes of Fofeph, ¥. 29—33. 


¥.1. And Fofbua gathered all the tribes of Ifrael 
to Shechem, &c.) The nine tribes anda half, not 
all the individuals of them, but the chief among 
them, their reprefentatives, as afterwards explained, 
whom he gathered together a fecond time, being 
willing, as long as he was among them, to improve 
his time for their fpiritual as well as civil good , 
to imprefs their minds with a fenfe of religion, and 
to ftrengthen, enlarge, and enforce the exhorta- 
tions he had given them to ferve the Lord ; and 
Abarbinel thinks he gathered them together again, 
becaule before they returned him no anfwer, and 
therefore he determined now to put fuch queftions 
to them, as would oblige them to give one, as they 
did, and which iffued in making a covenant with 
them ; the place where they affembled was She- 
chem, which fome take to be Sbilob, becaufe of 
what is faid y. 26. that being as they fay in the 


t 


Et calcanda femel via lethi. 
* De loc. Heb. fol. gy, I. 


Sed omnes una manet nox, 


fields of Shechem; which is not likely, fince Shi- 
lob, as Ferom fays*, was ten miles from Neapolis, 
or Shechem. This place was chofen becaufe neareft 
to Fo/bua, who was now old and infirm, and unfit 
to travel ; and the rather becaufe it was the place 
where the Lord firft appeared to Abraham, when 
he brought him into the land of Canaan, and 
where he madea promife of giving the land to his 
feed, and where 4brabam built an altar to him, 
Gen. xii. 6, 7. where alfo Facob pitched his tent 
when he came from Padan-aram, bought a parcel 
of a field, and erected an altar to the Lord, Gen. 
XxXxill. 18, 19, 20, and where Fo/bua alfo repeated 
the law to, and renewed the covenant with the chil- 
dren of J/rael, quickly after their coming into the 
land of Canaan, for Ebal and Gerizzim were near 
to Shechem, ch. viii. 30—35. and called for the el- 
ders of Ifrael, and for their heads, and for their 
judges, and for their officers, fee the note on ch. 
xxiii. 2. and they prefented themfelves before God; 
Kimchi and Abarbinel are of opinion, that the ark 
was fetched from the tabernacle at Sbilob, and 
brought hither on this occafion, which was the 


fymbol of the divine prefence ; and therefore the | 


place becoming facred thereby is called the fanc- 
tuary of the Lord, and certain it is that here was 
the book of the law of Mojes, ¥. 26. which was 
put on the fide of the ark, Deut. xxxi.26. 

¥. 2. And Fofoua faid unto all the people, &c.} 


Then prefent, or to all J/rae/ by their reprefenta-— 
of Ifrae. 


tives : thus faith the Lord God 7; he fpoke 
to them in the name of the Lord, as the prophet 
did, being himfelf a prophet, and at this a he 
der a divine impulfe, and fpirit of prophecy. © Ac- 
cording to an Arabic writer” the angel of 


peared in the form of a man, and with a loud voice 
delivered the following, though they are 
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by him in a different manner; perhaps he means| rand Tjrael’s dififfion of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
the captain of the Lord’s hoft, ch. xv. 13, 14.'and to be the deliverers of them: and I plagued 
and which is not unlikely : your fathers dwelt on| Egypt according to that which I did amongft them ; 
the other fide of the. flood in old time; on the other inflicting ‘ten plagues upon them for refufing to 
fide the river Euphrates ; fo the Targum, “ beyond let Jrael go: and afterwards I brought you out 3 
Perat;” i.e. Euphrates ; in Mefopotamia and Chal-|that is, out of Egypt, with an high hand, and 
dea ; meaning not the remoteit of their anceftors, |ftretched-out arm. 

Neab and Shem, but the more near, and who are ex-|| y. 6, And I brought your fathers out of Egypt, 
prefsly named: even Terab the father of Abrabam,|&c.) Which more fully expreffes the fenfe of the 
and the father of Nachor , the d/raclites {prung from/)laft claufe of the preceding verfe : and you came unto 


Terah, in the line of Abraham, on the father’s fide, 
and from him inthe line of Nachor on the mother’s 
fide, Rebekah, Leab, and Rachel being of Nachor’s 
family :- and they ferved other gods; befides the 
true God, ftrange gods which were no gods : 
idols , the idols of the people, as the Targum ; fo 
did Terab, Abralam, and Nachor ; fee the notes 
on Gen. xi. 26, 28. and xii. 1. 

¥.3. And I took your father Abrabam from the 
other fide of the flood, &c.| The river Euphrates, as 
before: or your father, to wit Abraham, as Nel- 
dius *; he took him not only in a providential 
way, and brought him from the other fide of the 
Euphrates, out of an idolatrous country and fa- 
mily ; but he apprehended him by his grace, and 
called and converted him by it, and brought him 
to a fpiritual knowledge of himfelf, and of the 
meffiah that fhould fpring from his feed, and of 
the covenant of grace, and of the bleffings of it, 
and of his inteveft therein; which was a peculiar 
and diftinguifhing favour: and led him throughout 
all the land of Canaan; from the northern to the 
fouthern part of it ; he led him as far as Shechem, 
where J/rael was now affembled, and then to Be- 
thel, and ftill onward to the fouth, Gen. xii. 
6—9. that he might havea view of the land his 
pofterity was to inherit, and by treading on it and 
walking through it, take as it were a kind of pof- 
feffion of it: and multiplied his feed, and gave him 
Jfaac he multiplied his feed by Hagar, by whom 
he had J/bmael, who begat twelve princes ; and by 
Keturab, from whofe fons feveral nations fprung ; 
fee Gen. xvii. 20. and xxv. 1-—4. and by Sarah, 
who bore him Jac in old age, in whom his feed 
was called; and from whom, in the line of Ya- 
cob, {fprung the twelve tribes of J/rael, and which 
feed may be chiefly meant ; and the fenfe is, that 


the fea; which refpects fome fenior perfons then 
preient ; for befides Caleb and Fofhua, there were 
many at this time alive who came to and pafled 
through the Red-/ea, at their coming out of Egypt ; 
for thofe whofe carcafes fell in the wildernefs, were 
fuch as were more than twenty years of age, at their 
coming out from Lgypt, and who were the mur- 
murers in the wildernefs ; and it may be reafona- 
bly fuppofed, that many of thofe who were under 
twenty years of age at that time were now living: 
and the Egyptians purfued after your fathers, with 
chariots and horfemen, into the Red-fea; of the num- 
ber of their chariots and horfemen, fee Exod. xiv. 
7,9. with thefe they purfued the J/rae/ites, not 
only unto, but into the Red-fea, following them 
into it; the reafon of which ftrange action is given 
in the next verfe. 

¥. 7. And when they cried unto the Lord, &c.] 
Thatis, the J/rae/ites, being in the utmoft diftrefs, 
the fea before them, Pharaoch’s large hoft behind 
them, and the rocks on each fide of them ; fee 
Exod. xiv. 10. be put darknefs betweenyou and the 
Egyptians , the pillar of cloud, the dark fide of 
which was turned to the Egyptians, and which was 
the reafon of their following the J/raelites into the 
fea; for not being able to fee their way, knew 
not where they were; fee. Exod. xiv. 20. and 
brought the fea upon them, and covered them; or 
upon him, and covered him*® ; on Pharaoh, as Kim-~ 
chi; oron L£gypt ; that is, the Egyptians ; or on 
every one of them, as Yarchi, none efcaped ; fee 
Exod. xiv. 26, 27, 28. and your eyes have feen what 
I have donein Egypt ; what figns and wonders were 
wrought there, before they were brought out of it, 
and what he had done to and upon the Egyptians at 
the Red-/ea ; fome then prefent had been eye-wit- 
neffes of them :- avd ye dwelt in the wilderne/s a long 


he multiplied his pofterity after he had given him|/ea/on ; forty years, where they had the law given 


Yaac, and by him a numerous feed ; fo Vatablus : 
Ybmael is not mentioned, becaufe, as Kimchi ob- 
ferves, he was born of an handmaid ; but 4dar- 
dinel thinks only fuch are mentioned, who were 
born in a miraculous manner, when their parents 
were barren, as in this and alfo in the next in- 
ftance. 

¥.4. And I gave unto Ifaac Facob and. Efan, 
&c.] When Rebekah was barren, fo that the chil- 


them, were preferved from many evils and ene- 
mies, were fed with manna, and fupplied with the 
neceffaries of life, were led about and inftructed, 
andat length brought out of it. 

¥. 8. And I brought you into the land of the Amo- 
rites, which dwelt on the other fide Fordan, &c.] 
The kingdom of Sihon and Og : and they fought 
with you; the two kings of them, and their ar- 
mies : and I gave theminto your hand, that ye might 


dren appeared the more to be the giftof God;|poffe/s their land; and which was now pofiefled by 


though Zfau perhaps is mentioned, for the fake of 
what follows : 


the two tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the half 


and I gave unto Efau mount Seir to\tribe of Manaffeh: and I deftroyed them from before 


poffefs it ; that Facod and his pofterity alone might|you’; the kings, their forces, and the inhabitants 
inherit Canaan, and Efau and his feed make ,no|of their countries; the hiftory of which fee in 
pretenfion to it: dut. Jacob and bis children went | Numb. xxi. 
down into Egypt; where they continued many| y. 9. Then Balak the fon of Zippor, the king of 
years, and great part of the time in bondage and| Moad arefe, &c.] Being alarmed with what J/rael 
mifery, which is here taken no notice of ; and this'had doneto the two kings of the Amorites, and by 
was in order to their being brought into the land their near approach to the borders of his king- 
of Canaan, and that the power and goodnefs of dom: and warred againft Ifrael , he fully defigned 
God might be the more confpicuous in it. it, and purpofe is put for action, as Kimchi ob- 
¥.5. Lfent Mofes alfo and daron, &c.] To de- ferves ; he prepared for it, proclaimed war, and 
commenced 
YIMOD py fiper eum, & opervit eum, Munfter, Vatablus, Pag- 
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commienced it, though he did not come to a bat‘ vi. 10, 11, of the vineyards and olive-yards which 
tle; he made ufe of ftratagems and wiles, and|ye planted not, do ye eat; thus far an account is © 
magical arts, to hurt them, and fent for Balaam|given of the many mercies they had been . 1 
to curfe them, that they borh together might {mite} were favoured with, and thus far are the words o pe 
the J/raelites, and drive them out of the land,|the Lord by Yo/oua ; next follow the ufe and im- 
Numb. xxii. 6. fo his fighting is interpreted by the] provement Fofoua made of them. . a 
next claufe: and fent and called Balaam the fon of' ¥. 14. Now therefore fear the Lord, &c.| Since 
Beor to curfe you; by which means he hoped to}he has done fuch great and good things, fear the © 
prevail in battle, and get the victory over them ;] Lord and his goodnefs, fear him for his goodnefs- 
but not being able to bring this about, durft not} fake ; nothing fo influences fear, or a reverential ’ 
éigage in-battle with them. affection for God, as a fenfe of his goodnefs; ‘this 
- vi 10. But I would not bearken unto Balaam,\engages men fenfible of it to fear the Lord, that. 
&e.] Who was very folicitous to get leave of the|is, to worfhip him both internally and externally 
Lord to curfe J/rael, which he knew he could not}in the exercife of every grace, and in the perform-_ 
do-without ; he had a good-will'to it, but could|ance of every duty: and ferve him in fincerity and 
fot aecomplith it: therefore be bleffed you fiill ;\im truth; in the uprightnefs of their fouls, with- 
went on blefling J/rae! to the laft, when Balak\out hypocrify and deceit, and according to the 
hoped every time he would have curfed them; andjtruth of his word, and of his mind and will re- 
Balaam himfelf. was very defirous of doing it, but|vealed in it, without any mixture of fuperftition 
could not, being over-ruled by the Lord, and un-|and will-worfhip, or of the commands and inyen- 
der his reftraint ; which fhews his power over evil|tions of men: aud put away the gods which your 
fpirits, and their agents : fo I delivered you out of|fathers ferved on the other fide of the flood, and in 
bis hands; both out of the hand of Balak, who| Egypt; that is, exprefs an abhorrence of them, . 
was intimidated from bringing his forces again{t}and keep at a diftance from them, and fhew that 
them, and out of the hand otf Balaam, who was} you are far from giving in to fuch idolatries your 
not fuffered to curfe them. anceftors were guilty of, when they lived on the 

¥.11. And ye went over Fordan, &c.] In a mira-|other fide Euphrates, in Chaldea, or when they were 
culous manner, the waters parting to make way fojourners in Egypt ;.for it can’t be thought that 
for the hoft of J/rael :. and came unto Jericho , the|the I/raelites were at this time guilty of fach grofs 
firft city of any bignefs and ftrength in the land,|idolatry, at leaft openly, fince Yo/fbua had bore fuch 
which was about feven or eight miles from Fordan;}a teftimony of them, that they had cleaved to 
fee the note on Numb. xxii. 1. and the men of Fe-\the Lord unto that day, ch. xxiii. 8. and their’ 
richo fought againft you; by endeavouring to inter- zeal againft the two tribes and.a half, on fufpi- 
cept their fpies, and cut them off; by fhutting up|cion of idolatry, or of going into it, is a proof 
the gates of their city againft [/rae/ ; and it may of it alfo: and ferve ye the Lord; and him only. 
be throwing darts, arrows, and ftones, from o ¥. 15. And if it feem evil to you to ferve the 
the walls of it at them. Kimchi thinks that fome| Lord, &c.] Irkfome and troublefome, a burden, - 
of the great men of Fericho went out from thence,}a wearinefs, and not a pleafure and delight : chufe 
to give notice and warning to the kingsof Canaan) you this day whom you will ferve ; fay if you have 
of the approach of the J/raelites, and in the mean|found a better ‘mafter, and whofe fervice will be 
time the city was taken 5 and that thefe afterwards] more pleafant and profitable : whether the gods your 
joined with the kings in fighting againft Jofbua| fathers ferved, that were on the other fide of the 
‘and the people of J/rael : the Amorites, and the\ flood, the river Euphrates ; thefe may bid faireft 
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites,\for antiquity, but then they were fuch their fathers 
and the Girgajfbites, the Hivites and the ‘febufites;\had relinquifhed, and for which undoubtedly they 
the’ feven nations of Canaan ; this they did at dif-|had good reafon; and to take up with the worthip | 
ferent times, and in different’ places: and J deli-\of thefe again, was to impeach their wifdom, judg- 
vered them into your band, thele nations and their|ment and good fenfe: or the gods of the Amorites, 
kings. in whofe land ye dwell; but then thefe were fuch as 

¥.12. And I fent the hornet before you, 8&cc.|\could not preferve their worfhippers in the land, or 
Of which fee the noteon Exod, xxiii. 28. which\the I/raelites had not dwelt in it, and therefore no 
drave them out from before you, even the two kings\ dependence could be had upon them for future fe- 
of the Amorites who were Sihon and Og, and not|curity. The Amorites are only mentioned, becaufe 
only them, and the Amorites under them, but the|they were a principal nation, fome of which dwele 
other nations, Hivites, Hittites, &c. but not with|on one fide Fordan, and fome on the other, and 
thy fword, nor with thy bow but by infects of the) indeed there were of them in the feveral parts of 
Lord’s fending to them, which, as Kimchi fays,|the land: but as for me and my houfe, we will ferve 
fo blinded their eyes, that they could not fee to| se Lord; be your choice as it may be: this was 
fight, and fo Jjrael came upon them, and flew|the refolution of Fo/bua, and fo far as he knew the 
them ; in which the hand of the Lord was mani-|fenfe of his family, or had influence over it, could 
feftly feen, and to whofe power, and not their}and did fpeak for them; and which he obferves * a 
own, the deftruction of their enemies was to be|as an example fet for the J/raelites to follow after ; 
afcribed. he full well knowing that the examples of great per- ~ 

y. 13. And I have given you a land for which ye\ fonages, fuch as governors, fupreme and fubordinate, 
did not labour, &c.| Or, in which*, by manuring| have great influence over thofe that are under them. 


and eultivating it, by dunging, and plowing, and] y.16. And the people anfwered and faid, “ot v 


= 


towing : and cities which ye built not, and ye dwellin| To Fofoua, upon his propofal to them, the option 
them , neither built the houfes in them, nor the] he gave them to ferve, the Lord or idols, and 
walls and fortifications about them 3 in which now| which was only done to try them: God forbid that ~~ 
they dwelt fafely, and at eafe, and which had been} we fhould forfake the Lord, to ferve other gods, 
promiféd them, as well as what follows ; fee Deut.|they fpeak with the utmoft abhorrence of idolatry, 

| : - if 


¢ 
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TO 
as a thing far from their hearts and thoughts, as 
the moft abominable and execrable, that could be 
thought or fpoken of; to forfake the word, and 
worfhip, and ordinances of God, and ferve the 
idols of the Gentiles, ftrange gods, whether more 
ancient or more recent, fuch as their fathers wor- 
fhipped in former times, or the inhabitants of the 
land they now dwelt’ in; for which they were 
fpewed out of it. 

y. 17. For the Lord our God, he it is that brought 
us up, and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, 
&c.} When Pharaoh, the-king of it, refufed to 
let them go, yet he wrought fuch wonders in it, and 
inflited fuch plagues on it, as obliged Pharaoh 
and his people to difmifs them : from the houfe of 
bondage; where they were held in the greateft 
thraldom and flavery, and their lives made bitter 
and miferable: and which did thofe great figns in 
our fight; meaning the wonders and marvellous 
things wrought before Pharaob and his people, 
and in the fight of J/rael, Pf. Ixxvili. 11, 12, 43. 
though Abarbinel is of opinion, it refers to what 
had been done in their fight of late in the land of 
Canaan, as the dividing of the waters of Yordan, 
the fall of the ‘walls of Fericho, the ftanding {till 
of the fun in Gibeos; but this feems not fo well 
to agree with what follows: and preferved us in 
all the way wherein we went: in the wildernefs 
from ferpents, and fcorpions, and beafts of prey, 


Ch. xxiv. ¥.17—22. 


men, and the beft of their fervices; are impure and 
unholy before him, and will not bear to be com- 


pared with him, and therefore by no means to’ be 
trufted in; and it requires much grace and fpiri- 


tual ftrength to perform any fervice that may be 
acceptable to him thro’ Chrift. In the Hebrew text 
it is, for the holy ones ate he, which may ferve to 
illuftrate and confirm the doétrine of the Trinity of 
perfons in thé unity of the divine Effence, or of the 
three divine holy perfons, holy Father, holy Son, holy 


Spirit, as the one God, fee Jf vi. 3. be is a jealous 
God; of his honour and glory, and of his wor- 
fhip, in which he will admit of no rival, of no 
gtaven images, or any idols to be worfhipped with 
him, or befides him; nor will he fuffer the idol 
of mens righteoufnefs to be fet up in the room of, 
or in oppofition to the righteoufnefs of God, even 
no fervices and works of men, be they ever fo 


good, fince they cannot be perfect before him: 


he will not forgive your tranfgreffions, nor your fins ; 
even the tran{fgreffions and fins of fuch that for. 
fake the worfhip and fervice of him, and fall into 
idolatry, or who feek for juftification by their own 
fervices, thefe are both abominable to him; other- 
wife he is a God pardoning the iniquity, tranfgref- 
fion and fin of all thofe who feek unto him and 
ferve him, confefs their fins, and renounce their 
own righteoufnefs ; fee Exod. xxiii. 21. 

y. 20. If you forfake the Lord, and ferve ftrange 


and from all dangers from every quarter: and|gods, &c.| Fofbua knew the pronenefs of this peo- 
among all the pecple through whom we paffed , thro’|ple to idolatry, and therefore expreffes his jealoufy 


whole borders they paffed, as the Edomites, Mo- 
abites, and Amorites; though the above writer 
feems to underftand it of prefervation from the 
dangers of their enemies in the land of Canaan, 

y. 18. And the Lord drave out from before us all 
the people, &c.] The feven nations of the land 
of Canaan: even the Amorites which dwelt in the 
land; the ftrongft and moft populous of the na- 
tions, Amos ii. 9. or efpecially the Amorites, fo 
Vatablus ; or with the Amorites, as others ; thofe 
that lived on the other fide Yordan, over whom 
Sibon and Og reigned: therefore w#/l we alfo ferve 
the Lord; as well as Fo/bua and his houfe, for the 
reafons before given, becaufe he had done fuch 
great and good things for them: for be is our 
God ; that has made and preferved us, and loaded 
us with his benefits, and is our Covenant-God, 
and therefore will we fear and ferve him. 

y.19. And Fofoua faid unto the people, &c.] To 
their heads and reprefentatives now affembled to- 
gether, and who had returned to him the preced- 
ing anfwer: ye cannot ferve the Lord, which he 
faid not to difcourage or deter them from ferving 
the Lord, fince it was his principal veiw, thro’ 
the whole of this converfation with them, to en- 
gage them in it; but to obferve to them their own 
inability and infufficiency of themfelves to per- 
form fervice acceptable to God; and therefore it 
became them to implore grace and ftrength from 
the Lord to affift them in it, and to depend upon 
that, and not to lean to and truft in their own 
ftrength ; as alfo to obferve to them, that they could 
not ferve him perfectly without any defect and 
failure in their fervice, for there is no man that 
does good and fins not; and therefore when a 
man has done all he can, he muft not depend 
upon it for his juftification before God ; or confi- 
fider it as his juftifying righteoufnefs, which was 
what that people were always prone to; fome 
fopply it, “* you cannot ferve the Lord with your 
images,” or along with them, fo Vatablus: for be 
is an holy God, perfectly holy, fo that the beft of 
. 3 


of them, that they would not be able to continue 


in the fervice of God, and would be apt to be car- 
ried away after idols ; and therefore to make them 
the more cautious and watchful, he reprefents to 
them the danger they were in, and what would be- 
fal them fhould they forfake the Lord they now 
promifed to ferve, and follow after ether gods,which 
their fathers worfhipped before they were called out ° 
of their eftate of heathenif{m, or which the Ca- 

naanites or Egyptians worthipped, whofe examples 

they were too ready to imitate: then he will turn 

and do you burt; not that there is properly any 

change in God, either of his counfel or covenant, 

or of love and affection to his people, but of his 

providential dealings, or outward manner, of aé&- 

ing towards men; or the fenfe is, he will again 
do you hurt, bring evils and calamities upon you 

again and again, frequently as you revolt from 

him, fuch as the fword, peftilence, famine and 

captivity, which thefe people after experienced when 
they fell into idolatry: and confume you by thefe 
his fore judgments: after that he hath done you 
good; by bringing you into fuch a good land, and 

beftowing fo' many good. things upon you, natu- 

ral, civil and religious ; and yet notwithftanding 
being difobedient to him, and efpecially in the in- 

{tances mentioned, they are made to expect his re- 

fentment, and the effects of it. 

y. 21. And the people faid unto Fofbua, nay, &c.] 
We will not ferve ftrange gods: but we will ferve the 
Lord ; according to his revealed will, and him only. 

¥. 22. And Fofbua faid unto the people, &c.] In 
reply to their anfwer and refolution: ye are wit- 
neffes againft yourfelves, that ye have chofen you the 
Lord God to ferve him, that is, fhould they after 
this choice of him, which they had fo publickly . 
declared, defert his fervice, and go into idolatry, 
their teftimony would rife up againft them, and 
they would be felf-condemned : and they /aid, we 
are witneffes; fhould we ever apoftatize from the 
Lord and his worfhip, we are content to have this 
our witnefs produced againft us. r 
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¥. 23. Now therefore put away, faid he, &c. J there were any fuch places fovearly as the times of. ‘ 


Which laft words are rightly fupplied, for they 
are the words of Sobua: the ftrange gods which 
are among you; not their private notions and fecret 
fentiments that fome of them had imbibed in fa- 
* your of idols, and the worfhip. of them, as Ben 
Gerfom thinks ; but, as the Targum expreffes it, 
‘* the idols of the Gentiles ;” either fuch as they 
had brought out of Egypt, or had found among 
the plunder of the Canaanites, and had fecretly re- 
tained; or, as others think, their penates, or 
houfhold gods, they had privately kept and wor- 
fhipped, fuch as thofe that were in Facod’s family, 
which he caufed to be delivered to him, and which 


he hid under an oak in this place where J/rael were 
now aflembled, Gen. xxxv. 2, 4. and which Foua 
by-a prophetic difcerning {pirit perceived was now 


Jofoua, nor is it clear that fuch are ever called) 


fanétuaries, oie olde 
¥.27. And Fofhua faid unto all the opie 
The chief of them now gathered together, and 
who reprefented the whole body : debold, this fone 

all be a witne/s unto us; of the covenant now: 
made, and the agreement entered into, as the heap. 
of ftones were between Facob and Laban, Gen. 
XXxi. 45; 46, 47. for it hath heard all the words of 
the Lord which he fpake unto us; this is faid by a 
figure called Profopopwia, frequent in {criprure, by 
which inanimate creatures are reprefented, as hear- 
ing, feeing and fpeaking, and may fignify, that 
fhould the J/raelites break this covenant, and dii- 
obey the commands of the Lord they had pro- 
mifed to keep, they would be as itupid and ienfe-. 


among them : aad incline your heart unto the Lord)lefs as this ftone, or more fo, which would rife in 
God of Ifrael, to love, fear and ferve him; that|judgment againft them. Nachmanides*, a Fewifh 


is, pray that your hearts may be inclined thereunto, 


and make ufe of all means that may tend to direct 


your hearts to him and his fervice; fo the Targum, 
“¢ to the worfhip of the Lord God of J/rael.” 
¥. 24. And the people faid unto Fofbua, &c.) A 


third time, that as by the mouth of two or three 


witneffes every thing is confirmed, fo by three tefti- 


monies of the fame perfons: the Lord our God will 
we ferve: as they had before declared, and to 
which they add: and bis voice will we obey; or his 


Word, as the Targum, not only his word of com- 
mand, but his effential Word, the Son of God. 


commentator, interprets this ftone of the Mefliah, 
the fame aS in Gen. xlix. 24. P/, cxviil. 22. Zech. 
iii, 8, g: it fhall be therefore a witnefs unto you, 
lef? ye deny your God; for a memorial and tefti- 
mony to prevent them from going into atheifm, 
a denying of the true God, or into apoftacy from 
him, and into idolatry and, falfe worfhip. The 
Targum of which is, ‘* behold; this ftone fhall be 
to us as the two. tables of ftone of the covenant, 
for we made it for a teftimony ; for the words 
which are written upon it, are the fum of all the 
words of the Lord which he fpake unto us; and 


¥. 25. So fofhua made a covenant with the people\it fhall be unto you for a memorial, and for a tetti- 
that day, &c.| -Propofing to them what was moft|mony, left ye lie before the Lord.” 


eligible, and their duty to do, and they agreeing 


¥. 28. So Fofbua let the people depart, every man 


to it, this formally conftituted a covenant, of which|u#to his inberitance.) Difmified them, and took 


they themfelves were both parties and witnefles : 
and fet them a fiatute, and an ordinance in Shechem ; 
either made this covenant to have the nature of a 
ftatute and ordinance binding upon them, or re- 
peated and renewed the laws of Mo/es, both moral 
and ceremonial, which had been delivered at mount 
Sinat, and now upon this repetition in Schechem, 
might be called a ftatute and ordinance there, 
¥.26. And Fofbua wrote thefe words, &c.] Which 
had paffed between him and the people: iz the 
book of the law of God; written by Mo/és, and 
which he ordered to be put in the fide of the ark, 
and that being now prefent, the book could be 
eafily taken out, and thefe words inferted in it, 
Deut. xxxi. 26. and took a great ftone; on which 
alfo might be infcribed the fame words: and fet 
it up there under an oak, that was by the: faniuary 
of the Lord; or in.it*.; that is, in the field or 
place where the ark was, which made it facred, 
and upon which account the place was called a 
fanctuary, or an holy place; for there is no need 
to fay that the tabernacle or fanctuary itfelf was 
brought hither, only the ark ; and much lefs can 
it be-thought, that an oak fhould be in it; though 
it was not improbable, that had it been thither 
brought, it might have been placed under, or by 
an oak, as we render it ; and it is a tradition of 
the Fews, which both Farchi and Kimchi make 
mention of, that this was the fame oak under 
which Facod hid the ftrange gods of his family in 
Shechem, Gen.xxxv. 4. Mr. Medeis of opinion that 
neither ark nor tabernacle were here, but that by 
January is meant a profeucha, or place for prayer ; 
fuch an one as in after-times was near Shechem, as 
Epiphanius * relates, built by the Samaritans in imi- 


tation of the Fews; but it is a queftion, whetherlelders ; thefe could not overlive Fofbua 


2 wp in fanétuario, V, L. Pagninus, Montanus, 
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juft the age of Fe/epb, from whom he 


Tigurine verfion 
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his final leave and farewel of them, dying foon 
after ; upon which they returned to the pofiefions 
and inheritances affigned by lot to the feveral tribes,, 
of which they were the heads, and princes, 

¥. 29. And it came to pafs after thefe things, 
&c.] Some little time after, very probably the fame 
year: that Fofhua. the fon of Nun, the fervant of 
the Lord, died, being an hundred and ten years old ; 
he wanted ten vears of Mo/es his predeceffor, and 
fprung, be- 
ing of the tribe. of Ephraim. ' : 

¥. 30. And they buried him in the border of bis 
inheritance, &c.] Ina field belonging to his eftate ;. 
for they buried not in towns and cities in thofe 
times. The Greek verfion adds, ‘* and they put 
into the tomb, in which he was buried, the ftone« 
knives with which he circumcifed the children of 
Tfrael at Gilgal, when he brought them out of 
Egypt 3? and an Arabic writer * afirms the fame, but 
without any foundation: i Timnath-ferab, which 
isin mount Ephraim, which was his city, and: 


where he dwelt ; and of which fee the note on ch. . 


xix. 50. and his grave was near the citys here, 
they fay‘, his father Nun, and Caled alfo, were 
buried: on the north fide of the bill of Gaafb,; 
of the brooks or vallies of Gaafb, mention is 
made in 2 Sam. xxiii. 30. which very probably 
were at the bottom of this hill. 

¥. 31. And the children of Ijrael ferved the Lord 


all the days of Fofoua, &c.) Without going into 


idolatrous practices: and all the days of thé elders 
that overlived Fofbua ; that lived a few years k 
than he; fome of them that came young out of 


’ 


Egypt, and were now elderly men ; and fome of 
them doubtlefs were of the court of the feventy 
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many years, for in the times of Cu/ban-rifhathaim, 
I/rael fell into idolatry, Fudg. ii. 6, 7,8. und which 
had known all the works of the Lord, that he bad 
done for Ifrael, in Egypt, at the Red Sea, in the 
wildernefs, as well as fince their coming into the 
land of Canaan. ; 

¥. 32. And the bones of Fofeph, which the chil- 
dren of Ifrael brought up out of Egypt, &c.) At 
the requeft, and by the order of Fofeph, Gen. 1. 25. 
which were punétually obferved by the children of 
Tfrael under the- direction and command of Mo/es, 
and ‘therefore is afcribed to him, as here to them, 
Exod. xiii. 19. buried they in Shechem3 not in the 
city, but in a field near it, as the next claufe fhews. 
The Jews in their Cippi Hebraici fay *, that Fofeph 
was buried at a village called Be/ata, a fabbath- 
day’s journey from Shechem, but Ferom fays *, he 
was buried in Shechem, and his monument was to 
be feen there in his time. Not that they buried 
him at the fame time 7o/bua was buried, but very 
probably as foon as the tribe of Ephraim was in the 
quiet poffeffion of this place ; though the hiftorian 
inferts the account of it here, taking an occafion 
for it from the interment of Fofhua: in a parcel of 
ground which Facob bought of the fons of Hamor the 
father of Shechem, for an hundred. pieces of filver; 
of which purchafe fee the note on Gen, Xxxiil. 19. 
and it became the inheritance of the children of Fo- 
feph; and particularly of the tribe of Ephraim by 
lot, agreeable to.the gift and difpofal of it by Fa- 
gob to fFofeph, Geh. xlviii. 22. fee the note there. 
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them ‘ ftrict obedience to the commands of God, 
and took his leave of them, and then ftript him- 
felf of his holy garments, and clothed Phinebas his 
fon with them ; what his age was, is not faid: and 
they buried him tn a bill that pertaineth to Phinebas 
bis fon; or in the hill of Phinebas ; which was fo 
called from him, and might have the name given - 
it by his father, who might poffefs it before him, 
and what adjoined to it. The fews in the above 
treatife fay *, that at4varta was a {chool of Phinebas 
in a temple of the Gentiles, that Eleazar was buried 
upon the hill, and a/bua below the village among the 
olives, and on this hill is faid' to be a {chool or vil- 
lage of Phinebas : which was given him in mount 
Epbraim ; either to Eleazer, that he might be near 
to Séz/ob, where the tabernacle then was, as the cities 
given to the priefts and Levites were chiefly in thofe 
tribes that lay neareft to Feru/alem , though the Fews 
fay, as Farchi and Kimchi relate, that Phinebas 
might come into the poffeffion of that place thro’ 
his wife, or it might fall to him as being a devoted 
field ; but it is moft likely it was given to his fa- 
ther by the children of Ephraim, for the reafon be- 
fore obferved. TheTa/mudijis fay, that ofhua wrote 
his own book, which is very probable; yet the 
laft five verfes muft be written by another hand, 
even as the laft eight verfes in Deuteronomy were 
written by him, as they alfo fay; and therefore 
this is no more an objection to. his being the wri- 
ter of this book, than the addition of eight verfes 
by him to Deuteronomy, is to Mofes being the wri- 


¥. 23. And Eleazar the fon of Aaron died, &c.])\ter of thate; and the fame Ta/mudijis ™ allo obferve, 


Very probably in a fhort time after Fo/bua ; and} that ¥. 29, 30, 31, 32. fofbua the fon of Nun, the 
according to the Samaritan chronicle', he died as' fervant of the Lord, died, &c. were written by Elea- 
Fofoua did, gathered the chief men of the children] zar, and ¥. 33. and Eleazar the fon of Aaron, died, 
of Ifrael a little before his death, and enjoined! &c. by Phinebas, which is not improbable. 


i Apud Hottinger. p. 52 k Cippi Hebraici, 


h Queft. Heb. in Genefim, fol. 73. C. 4. 
= T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 14.2. & 15.1. 


& Ut fupra, : 
! See Weemfe’s Chrift. Synagog. 11. ¢. 6, §.5. p. 157. 
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The Book of 


Qm@DE! 02s HE title of this book in the He- 
y Zt brew copies is Sepher Shophetim, 

the book of Fadges; but the Sy- 
- riac and Arabic interpreters call 
it, ‘* the book of the Judges of 
the children of J/rael;” and the 
Septuagint only Fudges; fo called, 
not becaufe it was written by them, though fome 
think it was compiled out of annals and diaries 
kept by them ; but it feems to be the work of one 
perfon only: the true reafon of its name is, be- 
caufe it treats of the judges of J/rael, gives an ac- 
count of their lives and actions, and efpecially fuch 
as concerned their office; which office was diffe- 
rent from thar of kings, and feems only to have 
been occafional, and chiefly lay in delivering the 
people out of the hands of their enemies, when 
oppreffed, diftreffed, or carried captive by them, 
in protecting them in the enjoyment of their coun- 
try, rights and liberties ; in leading out their ar- 
mies againft their enemies when needful, and in 
compofing differences, judging law-fuits, and ad- 
miniftring juftice. The government of the nation, 
during their time, was a theocracy. It is not cer- 
tain who was the penman of this book; fome 
afcribe it to king Hezekiah, others to Ezra; but 
the Fewifh writers * are generally of opinion, that 
it was written by Samuel, which is moft likely, 
who was the laft of the judges; and it feems 
plainly to be written before the times of David, 
as appears from a fpeech of Joab, 2 Sam. xi. 21. 


We HOA 


fe HE children of J/rael, after Fefbua’s ‘death, 
enquiring of the Lord which tribes fhould 
firft go up again{ft the remaining Canaanites, Fu- 
dab js ordered to go up, who with Simeon did, 
y.1t, 2, 3. and had fuccefs -againft the Canaanites 
under Adoni-bezek, whom they brought to Feru/a- 
lem, ¥. 4—8. and againft the Canaanites in Hebron, 
Debir, Zephath, Hormab, Gaza, Afkelon and Ekron, 
¥. 9—20. the Benjamites had not fuch good fuc- 
cefs as Fudab againft the Febufites in Ferufalem, 
y. 21. nor as the houfe of Fofeph had againft 
Bethel, y. 22—26. nor could the tribes of Ma- 
vaffeh, Ephraim, Zebulun, Afber and Napbtali drive 
out the Canaanites from feveral places which be- 
Jonged unto them, though many of them became 
their tributaries, ¥. 27—33. and as for the Amo- 


* T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 4. 2. 
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and from fome paffages in P/ Ixviiis &, 9. and 
xcvii. 5. which feem to refer or allude to Fudg. ' 
v. 4,5. and from Feru/alem being called Febus, 
which fhews it to be inhabited by the Febufites in 
the time of the writer of this book, whereas it was 
taken out of their hands by David; befides, Samuel 
himfelf refers to the annals of this book, 1 Sam. 
Xil. g, 10, rr. and from whofe teftimonies, as well 
as from others in the New Teftament, there is no~ 
doubt to be made of its being genuine and authen- 


tic, and written by-divine in{piration; as is evident 


from the ufe the apoftle Paul, and the author of 
the epiftle to the Hebrews have made of it, Ags 
xiii, 20. Heb. xi. 32. it is ufeful as an hiftory, 
and without which the hiftory of the people of J/- 
rael would not be compleat; it containing an ac- 
count of all their judges, excepting the two laft, 
Eli and Samuel, of whom an account is given in 
the following books, and: of fome faéts inciden- 
tal to thofe times, related in an appendix at the 
end of it concerning the idol of Micab, and the 
war of Benjamin; and furnifhes out many ufeful 
moral obfervations concerning God’s difpleafure at 
fin in his own people //rae/, and his correétions 


for it; and about his providential care of them in © 


raifing up for them deliverers in their time of need, 
as well as points at various virtues and excellencies 
in great and good men worthy of imitation. Ie 
contains, according to Pifcator, Dr. Lightfoot, and 
others, an hiftory of 299 years, 


PY ak 


rites, they were too powerful for the tribe of Dan, 
though fome of them became tributaries to the 
houfe of Fofeph, ¥. 34, 35, 36. 


¥.1. Now after the death of Fofbua, &c.] With 
the account of which the preceding book is con- 
cluded, and therefore this very properly follows 
after that; though Epiphanius ° places the book of 
For between them: if came to pafs that the chil- 
dren of Irael afked the Lord, that is, the heads o 
them who gathered together at Shilo, hee ae 
tabernacle was; and ftanding before the high-prieft, 
either Eleazar, or rather Phinebas his fon, Bec 1a 
being in all probability dead, enquired by Urim 
and Thummim : faying, who foall go up for us ag 


the Canaanites firft, to fight againft them? for they 


wa rs 


» De Menfur. & Ponder. c. 14. 
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had no commander in chief, 7o/bua leaving no fuc-|as here from the Perizzites, who otherwife were 
ceffor, thaugh the Samaritan chronicle * pre-|alfo Canaanites ; and both thefe, at leaf many ‘of 
tends he did; one Abel, a fon of Ca/eb’s brother, of|them, dwelt in thofe parts, and were fubdued by: 
the tribe of Judah, on whom the lor fell, out of|the united forces of Fudah and Simeon, whereby 
12 of the g tribes and a half, to whom Ye/bua de }the Lord’s promife was fulfilled, ¥. 2. and they 
livered the government of the nation, and crowned | flew of them in Bezek 10,000 men ; that is, in and 
him: but this enquiry was not for any man to go|about Bezek, firft and laft, in the courfe of this 
before them all as their generaliffimo, but to know] war, as after related. erom fays 4, there were two 
what tribe fhould firft go up, and they were de-| villages of this name in his time near one another; 
firous of having the mind of God in it, when|feven miles from Neapolis, as you go to Scythopo- 
they might expect to fucceed; which to do at lis; and our countryman Mr. Sandys « fays, that 
their firft fetting out, would not only be a great}when they departed trom Bethlehem, bending their 
encouragement to them to go on, but ftrike dread|courfe from the mountains of Fudea lying weit from 
and terror into their enemies; and this is to be]it, near to which, on the fide of the oppofite hill, 
underftood of the Canaanites who remained unfub-|they paffed a little village called Bezek, as he took 
dued, that dwelt among them, and in cities, which|it, two miles from Beth/ur, fee 1 Sam. xi. 8. 
though divided to them by lot, they were not in] y. 5. dud they found Adoni-bezek in Bezek, &c.] 
the poffeffion of ; and thefe being troublefome| Who was king of the place, and whofe name fig- 
neighbours to them, and befides the [raelites daily |nifies lord of Bezek ; not that they took him there, 
increafing, needed more room and more cities to|for he is afterwards faid to make his efcape from 
occupy, and more land to cultivate. thence, but here he was when they came againft 
y. 2. And the Lord faid, &c.] By an articulate }that city, and into which they rufhed upon him; 
voice, which ’tis probable was the ufual way of|and fell upon him as follows: and they fought 
an{wering by Urim and IThummim: Judah fhall go\againft him; entering the city with their forces : 
up; not Fudab in perfon, who was long ago dead, |and. they flew the Canaanites and the Perizzites ; 
but .the tribe of Fudah; it was the will of the|that were in it, or about it; even to the number of 
Lord that that tribe fhould engage firft with the|10,000, as before related. 
Canaanites, being the principal one, and the moft} ¥. 6. But Adoni-bexek fled, and they purfued after 
numerous, powerful and valiant, and ‘perhaps had|4im, and caught him, &c.] It is very probable. his 
the greateft number of Canaanites among them ;| view was to get to Febus or Ferufalem, a ftrong and 
and who fucceeding, would infpire the other tribes | fortified city, and he made his way thither as faft he 
with courage, and fill their enemies with a panic :|could, but was purfued and overtaken by fome of 
behold, I have delivered the land into his hands ;\the forces of Judah and Simeon; and the rather it 
that part of it which belonged to that tribe as yet|may feem he took this courfe, fince when he was 
unfubdued, the conqueft of which they are affured|taken by them, they brought him thither, as fol- 
of for their encouragement. lows: and cut off bis thumbs and bis great toes; 
¥.3. And Fudah faid unto Simeon his brother,\whereby he was difabled both for fighting and 
&c.] The men of the tribe of Zudab faid to thofe|for fleeing. So the Athenians cut off the thumbs 
of the tribe of Simeon, they being not only bre-jof the right-hand of the Aginete, the inhabitants 
thren’ by father’s and mother’s fide, which was not jof the ifland of 4gina, to difable them from hold- 
the cafe of all the fons of Facob, but their poffef-|ing a fpear, as various writers‘ relate. Whether 
fions and inheritances lay near together; and in-|the J/raelites did this, as knowing this king had 
deed thofe of Simeon were within the inheritance of |ufed others in like manner, and fo according to 
the tribe of Fudab, Fofb. xix. 1. fo that as they|their law of retaliation, eye for eye, 8c. required 
lived in great nearnefs and familiarity with each|it ; or whether ignorant of it, were fo moved and 
other, their interefts were clofely united together :|directed by the providence of God to do this, that 
come up with me into my lot, that we may fight\the fame meafure might be meafured to him which 
againft the Canaanites ; conjunctly ; the meaning is,|he had meafured to others, is not certain; the 
that the tribe of Simeon, as many of their warlike|latter feems moft probable, fince the J/raelites did 
mén as could would.come and join their forces with |not ufually inflict fuch fort of punifhments; and 
thofe of the tribe of Fudab, in order to reduce|befides, according to the command of God, they 
fuch cities in the lot of that tribe, the Canaanites\fhould have put him to death, as they were to do 
as yet were in the poffeffion of : and I likewife will|to all Canaanites. 
go with thee into thy lot; the cities being conquer-| y. 7. And Adoni-bezek faid, &c.] To the men 
ed which were in the lot of the tribe of Fudab,\of Fudab, after his thumbs and toes were cut off, 
that tribe propofed to bring their united forcesinto|his confcience accufing him for what he had done 
the lot of the tribe of Simeon, and reduce fuch ci-|to others, and being obliged to acknowledge he 
ties as were in that lot: /o Simeon went with him ;|was righteoufly dealt with: 70 kings having their 
the tribe of Simeon agreed to the propofal, and| thumbs and their great toes cut off; that is by him, 
went along with the tribe of ¥udab againft their|or by his orders, whom he had conquered and 
common enemy. made captives ; according to Fofephus *, they were 
y¥. 4. And Fudah went up, &c.] Simeon being}72. the number may be accounted for, by obferv- 
along with him, from the fourthern parts of the|ing, that in thofe times, as appears by the preced- 
land, where they dwelt, and went more northward |ing book, every city had a king over it ; and be- 
towards Ferujalem, and which therefore is called a| fides, thefe 70 kings might not be fuch who had 
going up: and the Lord delivered the Canaanites\had the government of fo many cities, but many 
and Perizzites into their hands; into the hands of|of them fuch who had reigned fucceffively in the 
Fudab and Simeon, the Canaanites here is not the|fame city, and had fallen into the hands of this 
common name of the feven nations, but the name|cruel and tyrannical king, one after another, and 
of one of thofe nations, diftinguifhed from the reft| their fons alfo with them might be fo called: and, 


thefe 
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thefe he fays gathered their meat under my table ;\ties, and fome, as it feems, yet unfubdued, and in 
Were glad to eat of the crumbs and fcraps which}the hands of the Canaanites , of thefe feveral parts, 
fell from thence, and might in their turns be putjand the cities in them, fee Fob. xv. 21, 33, 48. 
there at times for his fport and pleafure, and} ¥. 10. And Fudah went againft the Canaanites 
there be fed with the offal of his meat, as Bajazet|that dwelt in Hebron, &c.| Hebron was firft taken 
the Turk was ferved by Tamerlane, who put him|by Fehua, and the inhabitants of it put to the 
into an iron cage, and carried him about in it, and]{word, Job. x. 36, 37. but whilft fo/bua was em- 
ufed him as his footftool to mount his horfe, and}ployed in making other conquefts, the Canaanites 
at times fed him like a dog with crumbs from his}found ways and means of getting into the poffei- 
table ®: as I have done, fo God hath requited me ;\fion of it again ; wherefore when a grant of it was 
whether he had any knowledge of the true God,}{made to Caleb, he with the affiftance of the tribe 
and of his juftice in dealing with him according}of Yudab, of which he was prince, regained it, 
to his deferts, and had a real fenfe of his fin, and} 7a. xv. 13, 14. wherefore what is recorded here, 
true repentance for it, is not certain; fince the]is only a repetition of what.was then done; un- 
word for God is in the plural number, and fome-|lefs it can be thought that this faét was there in- 
times ufed of heathen deities, as it may be here by |{erted by anticipation, or that there were two ex- - 
him ; however the righteous judgment of God|peditions of. the children of Fudeh again{t this 
clearly appears in this inftance: and they brought\place, Hebron which before was Kirjath-arba; tee 
him to Ferufalem , to that part of Ferufalem which} fod. xiv. 15. in the firft of which Caled, with 
belonged to the tribe of Fudab; fee Fob. xv. 8,}the affiftance of this tribe, drove out the three 
63. here they brought him alive, and dying, bu-{giants only, who afterwards got pofieflion again, 
ried him, as Yo/epbus ifays; which might be theirJand in this put them to death, as follows, and 
view in cazrying him thither, perceiving he was a|they flew Shefbai, and Abiman, and Talmai; tee 
dying man; or they had him thither to expofe|Numd. xiii. 22. Fob. xv. 14. but what follows 
him as a trophy of victory, and as an example of|concerning their going from hence to Dedir, and 
divine juftice : and there be died; whether thro’|the offer of Caleb to give his daughter in marriage 
grief and vexation, or of the wounds he had re-/to whomfoever fhould take. it, does not feem io 
ceived, or by the immediate hand of God, or by|well to agree with times after the death of Jo/oua 5 
the hands of the J/raelites, is not faid; neither are}fince it is highly probable that Caleb, who was 
improbable. "}cotemporary with him and El/eazar, was now dead, 
¥. 8.’ Now the children of Fudab had fought\and at leaft can’t well be thought to have a young 
againft Ferufalem, and had taken it, &c.| Which|daughter at this time undifpofed of in marriage ; 
accounted for their carrying doni-bezek thither.|wherefore thefe facts are only repeated upon ob- 
This they had done in the times of Yofoua; for|ferving Fudch’s having taking Yerufalem, to thew 
when the king of that place was taken and flain|.what exploits were performed by men of that tribe; 
by Fofbua, it feems that he and J/rze/ went and|wheretore for what is after faid, to the end of the 
fought againft the city, and took that in which the|15th verfe, fee the notes'on Fo/h. xv. 15—19. ° 
tribe of ‘Ffudab had a principal concern ; fo Kimcbi|where the fame things are related in exprefs words 
and Ben Gerfom interpret it ; but Farchi and Abar-\as here, containing the requeft of Caleb’s daugh- 
binel are of opinion, that now from Bezek they|ter: fuch an one as .made to Domitian is related 
went up to Jerufalem, and fought againft it, and|by Marval. 
took it; and fo others think, becaufe only the] y. 16. dud the children of the Kenite,' Mofes fa- 
children of Fudab are mentioned, and not all J/-|ther-in-law, &c.] The pofterity of Jethro, the 
rael, who fought together in Fo/bua’s time ; nor is|father-in-law of Adofes ,; for though Yerbro returned 
there any mention made of its being taken in his{to his own country, after he had paid a vifit to 
time, and yet it feems plain that it was inhabited |/o/és in the wildernefs, yet Hobad his fon, at the 
in part by the children of Judah, Foo. xv. 63.|perfuafion of Mo/es, travelled with him and J/rae/ 
fome therefore have thought that it was twice taken,|through the wildernefs, and went with them into 
that after Fo/bua had taken it, he and the children|Cauaan, at leaft fome of his defcendants, and fer- 
of J/rael being employed in making conquefts in|tled there, fome in one part of the land, and fome 
other parts of the land, the Febufites repofiefied it, |in another, of whom we read in feveral places of 
from whence they were now again in part.driven, |{cripture; they continued to the days of Fereniab, 
not wholly ; and Fofepbus fays *, the lower partj|and then went by the name of Rechabites, fo cal- 
was taken, and all the inhabitants killed, but the|led from Rechad, a deicendant.of Fethro: thefe 
upper part was hard to be taken, becaufe of the|weut up out of the city of palm-trees ; from the 
ftrength of the walls, and the nature of the place :|city of Jericho, as the Targum, fo called from the 
and {mitten it with the edge of the fword; the in-|great number of palm-trees which grew near it, 
habitants of it, fo far as they got poffeffion of it:}fee Deut. xxxiv. 3. This is to be underfteod not 
and fet the city on fire; fome part of it only, forjof the city itfelf, that was utterly deftroyed by. 
in fome part of it dwelt the children of Judah, and|Yo/oua, and the rebuilding of it was forbidden un- 
in another part the Febufites. der a curfe, but the country adjacent, the>valley 
¥..9. And afterwards the children of Fudah, &c.]\in which it ftood, which was fet with palm-trees ; 


After the taking of Bezek, and the king of it, and/here was a grove of palm-trees ®, and the garden : 
having him to Ferufalem, where he died: theyjof balfam, which grew no where elfe, as Sirabon. sa 
went down from Ferufalem ; which was on high |fays ; and who alfo obferves, that here was a-royal - 


ground : to fight againft the Canaanites that dwelt\palace in his time; this. belonged to Hered king 

in the mountain, and in the fouth, and in the val-|Fudea in the times of Auguftus Czfor, to whe 

ley ; into which feveral parts the lot of the tribe of|palm-tree groves there Horace ® refers. Here 

Judab was divided; in each of which they had ci-| Kenites firft fettled when they came firft over Fors —— 


wg: Such dogs are called rpametnes uuvec, in Homer. Thiad, 23. Pr 173. & Ody 17. ¥ she 1 Antiq. ¥ see Paes . 
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dan with Yofbua, being a moft pleafant and de- 
lightful place, and fuirable to fuch perfons who 
dwelt in tents, as they did, and anfwered to the 
promife of Mojfes to Hobab, Numb. x. 29. and 
here it feemss they had remained to this time: and 
now they left it, and came with the children of Fu- 
dab into the wildernefs ; which was alfo a convenient 
place for the habitation of fuch perfons, who loved 
a folitary life. Perhaps the Canaanites about Fe- 
richo might be troublefome to them, and there- 
fore chofe to ftay no longer there, or having a 
peculiar affection for the tribe of ‘udab, they chofe 
to be within their lot; and the rather, as they 
were a warlike and valiant tribe, they might ex- 
pect the greater fafety and protection among them : 
which lieth in the fouth of Arad; that is, which 
wildernels of Fudab lay there, of which name 
there was a country or city, fee Numb. xxi. 1. 
and ¥o/b. xii. 14. and here fome of them dwelt to 
the times of Sau/, the Amalekites then having got 
poffe fion of the fouthern parts; which they infeft- 
ed and were troublefome to, fee 1 Sam. xv. .6. 
and xxx. 1, and they went and dwelt among the 
people, of the tribe of Fudab, near fome of the 
cities which were in the wildernels ; of which fee 
Folo. XV. 63. : 

y¥. 17. And Fudah went with Simeon his brother, 
&c.] Having fubdued his Canaanites which were 
in his own lot, according tohis promife, he went 
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afraid of them, for a reafon after mentioned, or 
through flothtulnefs, and being weary of fighting, 
or becaufe they fell into fome fins, which occa- 
fioned the divine difpleafure ; fo the Targum, * af- 
ter they had finned, they could not drive out the 
inhabitants of the valley.:” Jecaufe they bad cha- 
riots of iron; but. this was no reafon why they 
could not drive them out, if God was with them, 
who could as eafily have delivered thefe into their 
hands, as the inhabitants of the mountains; but is 
the reafon why they were afraid to fight with 
them, and toattempt to drive them out, and which 
they themfelves gave why they did not. 

¥..20. And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as 
Mojfes faid, &c.] Which was done in the times of 
Fofeua, both by him and all the people, accord- 
ing to the order of Mofes. This is to be uader- 
ftood not of the city which was given to the Le- 
viles, but of the fields and. parts adjacent, Jo/h. 
Xiv. 13. and xxi. 11, 12. and he expelled thence the 
three fons of Anak; whofe names are given. ¥..10. 
this fhews.that this refers to the fame expedition 
as in Fo/>. xy. 14. and is exprefféd in the fame 
manner. 

¥.21. And the children of Benjamin did not drive 
out the Febufites that inhabited Ferufalem, &c. ] 
That is, that part of it which belonged to them, 
for it lay between Fudah and Benjamin ; and nei- 
ther of them feparately, nor both conjunétly, could 


with his brother Simeon, or the tribe of Simeon, into|drive out the Febufites from it, particularly the 
their lot to reduce thofe that were in that: avd|{trong hold on the top of mount Sion, which they 
they flew the Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, and\held to the times of David. Abarbinel is of opi- 
utterly deftroyed it ; where and what this city was,|nion, that Ferufalem in thofe times was not a city 
is not certain; there was a place of this name in|{inclofed about, but was a large province, part of 
upper Galilee, mentioned in Fewifh writings »,|which belonged to the tribe of udab, and an- 
which can’t be meant here; and we read of thejother to the tribe of Benjamin, and another was 
valley of Zepbhathab, 2 Chron. xiv. 10. which|poffefled by the Febufites; and fo Farchi fays it 
might have its name from hence, and if fo it was|was a province, the name of which was febu/: 
near Marefhab : and the name of the city was called\but the Febufites dwelt with the children of Benja- 
Hormab ; from the deftruétion made of it, and of|min unto this day; when this book was written, 
the country about it; for now what had been|which was done by Samuel, as Kimchi and Bex 
vowed by J/rae/ in the wildernefs, when near drad,|Gerfom, and it is certain from hence it muit have 
was fulfilled, Numd. xxi. 1, 2, 3. been written before the reign of David, who dif- 


¥. 18. Alfo Fudab took Gaza, with the coaft 
thereof, &c.| Which by lot fell to that tribe, 
Fofo. xv. 47. but was not till now fubdued : and 
Afkelen, with the coaft thereof, which, according 
to our countryman Sandys %, was ten miles trom 
Gaza: and Ekron, with the coaft thereof; this alfo 
is the lot that fell to Fudah, but was afterwards 
given to the tribe of Dan, Fo/b. xv. 45. and xix. 
43. for whom Fudah now fought and took it; 
but in a fhort time all thefe places were retaken, 


poflefled the Febufites, 2 Sam..v. 6—9. 

¥. 22. And the houfe of Fofepb, they alfo went 
up againft Bethel, &c.\ Which lay upon the bor- 
ders of the fons of Fojeph, Epbraim and Manaffeb, 
Foo. xvi. 1,2. and though it feems to have been 
taken when & was, o/b. vill. 17. yet it appears 
that it was now in the pofleffion of the Canaanites; 
wherefore the tribes of Ephraim and Manaffeh be- 
ing defirous of enlarging their borders after the 
example of f/udab, went again{t this place in order 


to take it: and the Lord was with them; the Word 
of the Lord, as the Targum, directing, affifting 
and fucceeding them in their attempt. 
y. 23. And the houfe of Fofeph fent to defiry 
ging, Bethel, &c.| ‘To reconnoitre the place, to obferve 
the tribe victory over the Canaanites ; the Zargum|its pafles and avenues, which were moft acceffible, 
is, ** the Word of the Lord was for the help of|and to examine the walls of it, where they were 
the houfe of Judah :” and be drove out the inha-|weakeft and leaft defended : now the name of the 
bitants of the mountains , the mountainous part of| city before was Luz ; which fignifies a nut; perhaps 
Fudea, fach 2s was about Feru/alem, and where|it was fo called from large numbers of nut-trees 
Hebron ftood, and other cities, fee Fo/b, xv. 48,|which grew near it; the Fews fuggeft .as if it was 
&c. which though fortified both by nature and|like a nut, no entrance into it but thro’ a cave or 
art, yet God being with them, they were eafily|{ome fubterraneous paffage, fee Gen, xxviii. rg. 
fubdued : but could not drive out the inhabitants of| y.24. And the {pies faw a man come forth out 
the valley ; God forfaking them, becaufe they were] of the city, &c.]. Or the keepers*, thofe that Sih 
ent 


and poffefled by the Philiffines, and were three 
of their five principalities which they ever after 
retained, fee Fudg. iil. 3. 1 Sam. vi. 16. 

¥.19. And the Lord was with Fudab, &c.| En-+ 
couraging, ftrengthening, fucceeding and giving 
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feht to watch, and obferve, and get what intelli- 
gence they could of the city, and the way into 
it : and they faid unto him, fhew us; we pray thee, 


the entrance into the city; not the gate or gates of 
it, which no doubt were vifible enough, but fome 


private way into it ; the ews, as before obferved, 


think the entrance was by the way of a cave, or 
fome hidden paflage, of which Farchi and Kimchi 
make mention: and we will fhew thee mercy , give 


him a reward for it, or fpare him and his family 
when the city came into their hands. 


y¥. 25. And when he foewed them the entrance into 
the city, &c.] Pointing to it with his fingers, as 
the fame writers obferve : they fimote the city with 
the edge of the word; they gave notice of what in- 
telligence they had got to the body of the army, 
who came up, entered the city, took it, and put the 


inhabitants of it to the fword, as they were order- 


ed to do with all the Canaanites : but they let go the 
man and all his family; who had returned to it, 
encouraged by the promife made him, and for the 
fake of faving of his family; which though not 


expreffed, he might have afked the favour of {pa- 
ring them, which might be promifed, as was in 
the cafe of Rabab; provided he would either re- 


nounce heathenifm, and embrace the true religion, 
or depart to another country, the latter of which 


he chofe. 


y¥.26. And the man went into the land of the 


Hittites, 8c.] With his family ; Kimchi fays, this 
was not one of the feven nations of Canaan, 
and it is very clear from this narrative, that the 


land this man went to was not in the land of 


Canaan; though it is certain a people of this name 
formerly dwelt there, Gen. xiv. 10. and xxiii. 3. 
and xxvi. 34. and the land of Canaan is called 
the land of the Hittites, Fofh. i. 4. thefe either 
might flee to another country upon fo/bua’s entry 
into the land of Canaan, or a colony of them from 
thence might fettle elfewhere, to which this man 
chofe to go, who might be originally of them : 
and built a city; his family was numerous, and he 
a man of wealth, and was allowed to carry all his 
fubftance with him : and called the name of it Luz ; 
in memory of the place he left, and had long 
lived in. There is a city called Louff2, among the 
cities which Fo/ephus fays * were taken by the Fews 
from the Arabians ; and which is very probably the 
Lyfa of Ptolemy‘, which he places in Arabia Pe- 
trea, and might be the fame with this Zaz; and 
if fo, this fhews the land this man went into, 
was in Edom, which is not unlikely; there is 
another Luza, which Ferom» fays fell to the lot 
of the fons of Fofeph, near Sichem, three miles 
from Neapolis: which is the name thereof unto this 
day; the time of the writing of this book; fee the 
note on ¥. 21. 

¥.27. Neither did Manaffeh, &c.] One of the 
fons of Fofeph before mentioned ; and it refpects 
that half tribe of Manaffeh, which had its por- 
tion on this fide Yordan in the land of Ca- 


naan: thefe did not drive out the inhabitants of 


Beth-foean and her towns, nor Taanach and her 
towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, 
nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns, nor the 
inhabitants of Megiddo and ber towns; all which 
were places the half tribe had affigned them in 
{fachar and Afher, of which fee the note on Fo/d. 
xvii. 11. This tribe feems to have been fluggifh, 
and not to have exerted itfelf at all, or made any 
attempts to drive out thefe people: dut the Ca- 
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naanites would dwell in that laid ; not only defired 
it, but were determined on it, and rather chofe 
to fubmit to a tribute than be expelled, at leait 
would not depart unlefs they were forced. * . 

¥. 28. And it came to pafs when Irael was firongs 
&c.} All the tribes of J/rael were become nume- ~ 
rous, and able to drive the Canaanites out of the 
land every where, and particularly were able to af- 
fift Manaffeb in expelling the Canaanites out of the 
above places, yet they did not ; but all they did . 
was, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did 
not utterly drive them out; which flowed from co- 
vetoufnefs, and a love of eafe ; they did not care 
to be at the trouble of expelling them, as they 
found it turned more to their account and prefent 
advantage, to make them tributaries ; and this 
was true of the J/raelites in general, andof the half 
tribe of Manaffeh in particular ; which, as Adar-~ 
binel thinks, is here refpected. 

¥. 29. Neither did Ephraim drive out the Ca- 
naanites that dwelt in Gezer, &c.] Nor fo much 
as made them tributaries, but made a covenant 
with them, it is probable, contrary to the exprefs 
will of God: but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer 
among them; the Ephraimites agreeing to it, and 
here they dwelt to the times of Solomon; fee the 
note on Yoo. xvi. 10. where indeed they are faid 
to be under tribute; but that feems to refpect 
fome after-time, and not when they were firft ad- 
mitted to dwell among them, fince no mention is 
made of it here. 

¥. 30. Neither did Zebulun drive out the inbabi- 
tants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol, 8c.) 
The firft of thefe feems to be the fame with Kattab 
or Kartab, and the latter with Naha/al, both cities 
given to the Levites, Top. xix. 15. and xxi. 34, 
35. which perhaps was the reafon of their floth 
in driving them out; though it aggravated their 
fin not to take care to rid thofe cities of the Cz- 
naanites, which were given to religious perfons : 
but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and became 
tributaries; which is obferved fo far in their fa- 
vour, that they exerted themfelves to make them 
tributaries, which was more than was done by 
fome others. = 

¥. 38. Neither did Afher drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Accho, &c.] The fame with Prolemais, 
Alis xxi. 7. fee the note there ; fo called from the 
firft Prolemy king of Egypt, who enlarged it; but 
it has fince recovered its ancient name pretty nearly, 
and is now called Acca or Acra. “On its north and 
eaft fides, Mr. Maundrel fays *, it is encompafied 
with a fpacious and fertile plain; on the weit ir is 
wafhed by the Mediterranean fea ; and on the fouth 
by a large bay, extending from the city as far as 
mount Carmel :” nor the inbabitants of Zidon; a 
well-known city in Phenicia, belonging to this tribe, 
fee Fofh. xix. 21. nor of Ablab, nor of Achzib, nor 
Helbab, nor Apbik, nor of Rehob; two of thee 
places, Ab/ab and Helbah, are not mentioned among 
the cities of the tribe of Afher, Fo/b. xviii. unlefs 
Helbab is the fame with -Helkath, ¥. 25. of the. 
reft, Achzib, Aphik and Rebod, fee the notes on 
Fo. XiX. 29, 30. ae . 

¥. 32. But the Afberites dwelt among the Canaan- 
ites, the inhabitants of the land, &c.] They were 
in a worfe condition than thofe before mentioned ; 
for the Canaanites were poflefled of their country, 
efpeially of the above cities, and were matters of _ 
them; and the 4ferites only dwelt among them 
upon fufferance: for they did not drive them outs 

either 


* De loc. Heb. fol. gz. M. ~ Journey 


Ch.i.¥. 34—36. 7 {7 dD 
either they did not attempt it, or they could not 
do it, and contented themfelves with having leave 
to dwell among them. 

y¥. 33. Neither did Napbtali drive out the inha- 
tants of Betb-foemefh, nor the inhabitants of Beth- 
anath, &c.] Of which places fee the note on Fof. 
xix. 38. but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the in- 
habitants of the land; in the fame difgraceful man 
ner as Aber did, owing to cowardice or floth : 
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dwell with them, particujarly in three places men- 
tioned: where mount Heres was, is not certain; 
it fignifies the /uw ; very probably it had its name 
from the worfhip of the fun on it, or from the fun 
ftanding ftill near it; for 4ijalon, where that mi- 
racle was wrought, is next mentioned. Perhaps 
it might be near to Timnath-beres; which was in 
mount Ephraim, ch. ii. 3. fince Ephraim affifted 
in making thefe places tributaries ; of the two ci- 


neverthelefs, the inbabitants of Beth-foemefo and of\ties, Aijalon and Shaalbim, fee Fofh. xix. 42. yet 


Beth-anath became tributaries unto them ; thefe two 
cities did at length exert themfelves, and got the 
maltery over the Canaanites, as to make them pay 
tribute to them ; though they ought to have ex- 
pelled them, and even deftroyed them, according 
to the command of God, but avarice prevailed over 
them. 

¥. 34. And the Amorites forced the children of 
Dan into the mountain, &c.] Into the mountain- 
ous part of the tribe of Dan; the moft noted 
mountains in it were Seir and Baalab, which lay 
oh the border of Fudah, Foo. xv. 10, 11. Foppa 
in this tribe was built on an high rock, and fo 
Gibbethon, as its name feems to import, perhaps 
was built on a hill or mountain, as were the ci- 
ties after mentioned : for they would not fuffer them 
to come down to the valley; which lay between 
Foppa and Czfarea, the plain of Sharon, in which 
were Lydda, Famnia, &c. which belonged to their 
tribe, and they afterwards enjoyed; fee the note 
on Fob. xix. 48. 

yw. 35. But the Amorites would dwell in mount 
Heres in Aijalon, and in Shaalbim, &c.] And they 
would not fuffer the Danites to dwell in the val- 
ley, a fruitful and delightful part of their country, 
terrifying them with their iron-chariots, which in 
the vale they could make ufe of to great advan- 
tage ; fo neither would they let them dwell alone 
in the mountainous part of their tribe, but would 
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the hand of the houfe of Fofeph prevailed, fo that 
they became tributaries; or the hand of it became 
heavy* ; by which it does not clearly appear whe- 
ther the hand of Fo/eph was made heavy, and to 
hang down, by the Amorites; or whether it was 
heavy upon them, and fo prevailed over them; as 
our verfion ; but the Septuagint puts it out of doubt, 
reading the words, ‘* and the hand of the houfe 
of Fofeph was heavy upon the Amorites;” the 
Epbraimites being near to the tribe of Dan, and 
obferving how they were preffed by the Amorites, 
took up arms in their favour, and obliged the 
Canaanites of the above places to become tribu- 
taries to the Danites: 

¥. 36. And the coaft of the Amorites was from 
the going-up to Akrabbim, &c.] Of which men- 
tion is made in Numd. xxxiv. 4. Fo/b. xv. 3. fee 
the notes there : from the rock, and upwards ; even 
from the city Petra in Idumea, and beyond that ; 
and there was a country near Jdumea, called Acra- 
batane, from this mountain Akrabbim, 1 Maccab. 
v. 3. fuch was the extent of thefe people, that 
their coaft reached from the places mentioned, to 
the mountains, where the above cities of Daz 
were ; they were the moft powerful people among, 
the Cauaanites, and lay on both fides of Jordan, 
and were very troublefome to J/rael, yet were at 
length deftroyed, Amos ii. 9. 


nie 


HIS chapter gives an account of an angel] created angel is meant, or otherwife he would have 
of the Lord appearing and rebuking the] f{poken in the name of the Lord, and have faid, thus 


children of J/rael for their prefent mifconduét, | /aith the Lord, and not in his own name ; afcribing 
¥. t—5. of their good behaviour under Fo/bua,|to himfelf the bringing of the children of J/rael out 
and the elders that out-lived him, ¥. 6—10. and|of Egypt, and {wearing to them, and making a co- 
of their idolatries they fell into afterwards, which|venant with them, and threatening what he would 
greatly provoked the Lord to anger, ¥. 11—15.]}do to them becaufe of their fin; wherefore the 
and of the goodnefs of God to them neverthelefs,| uncreated angel,the angel of the covenant is meant, 
in raifing up judges to deliver them out of the|who brought J/rae out of Egypt, was with them 
hands of their enemies, of which there are many}in the wildernefs, and introduced them into the 
inftances in the following chapters, ¥. 16—18.|land of Canaan, and appeared to Fofhua as the 
and yet that how, upon the demife of fuch per-|captain of the Lord’s hoft at or near Gilgal, o/b. 
fons, they relapfed into idolatry, which caufed the| v. 13, 14. and becaufe he had not appeared fince, 
anger of God to be hot againft them, and to de-| therefore he is faid to come from thence to a place 
termine not to drive out the Canaanites utterly from | afterwards called Bochim, from what happened at 
them, but to leave them among them to try them,| this time: amd faid, I made you to go out of Egypt ; 
¥. 19—23. that is, obliged Pharaoh king of Egypt to let them 
go, by inflicting plagues upon him and his peo- 

¥. 1. And an angel of the Lord came up from Gil-\ ple, which made them urgent upon them to de- 

- gal to Bochim, &c.| The Targum calls him a pro-| part: and I have brought you unto the land which 
phet”; and the Yew commentators in general| J /ware unto your fathers, into the land of Canaan, 
interpret it of Phinehas*; and thata man is meant|now for the moft part conquered, and divided 
is given into by others, becaufe he is faid to come|among them, and in which they were fettled: and 
from a certain place ‘in Canaan, and not from hea-| J faid, I will never break my covenant with you ; 
ven, and fpoke in a public congregation, and is|if the covenant between them was broken, it fhould 
not faid to difappear; but neither a man, nor a|not begin with him, it would be their own fault; 


all 
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nacle beiip*now at Shileb, and alfo becaufe facri- i 
fices were Breed up, as follows’: aad they fact 
ficed there unto the Lord , to atone for the fins they” 
had committed ; and if they did this in the faith — 
of the great facrifice of the Meiliah, they did 
well; however, fo far there was an acknowledg- ~ 
ment of their guilt, and a compliance with the ~ 
appointments of God directed to in fuch cafes. — 
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all which is mentioned as fo many inftances of di-| 
vine goodnefs to them, and as fo many aggrava- 
tions of their fins againft God. , 

y.2. And ye fhall make no league with the inba- 
bitants of this land, &c.) This the Lord ‘charged 
them not to do, when he covenanted with them, 
and affured them of bringing them into the land, 


and yet they had done it, as fome inftances in the 
preceding chapter fhew, which were the occafion 
of the angel’s coming to them to rebuke them, 
fee Deut. vii. 2. you foall throw down their altars ; 
this they ought to have done as foon.as they were 
‘come into the land, and poffefied of the places 
where they were erected, to fhew their deteftation 
of idolatry, and to prevent the ufe of them to ido- 
latrous purpofes, fee Dez. vii. 5. and xii, 3. dut 
ye have not obeyed my voice , the command of God, 
but on the contrary had made leagues and cove- 
nants with feveral inhabitants of the land, allow- 
ing them to dwell among them on paying a cer- 
tain tax or tribute to them; and had fuffered their 
altars to’ continue, and them to facrifice upon 
them to their idols, according to their former 
cuftoms: why have ye done this? tranfgreffed the 
commandment of God in the inftances mentioned. 
It fhewed the wickednefs of their hearts, their 
ingratitude to God, who had done fuch great 
things for them, and their pronenefs to idolatry, 
and liking of it. . 

¥. 3. Wherefore I alfo faid, &c.] Suppofing, 
or on condition of their being guilty of the above 
things, which was forefeen they would: J will not 
drive them out from before you; the feven nations 
of the Canaanites entirely, and which accounts -for 
the various inftances related in the preceding chap- 
ter ; where it is obferved, that they could not, or 
did not, drive the old inhabitants out of fuch and 
fuch places, becaufe they finned againft the Lord, 


and he forfook them, and would not affift them. 


in their enterprizes, or left them to their floth and 
indolence: but they fhall be as thorns in your fides ; 
very troublefome and afflicting, fee Numb. xxxiii, 
55. of for ftraits, as the Septuagint, or be fuch 
as would bring them into tribulation, and diftrefs 
them, as the Targum, fo they often did: and 
their gods foall be a fnare unto you; which they 
fuffered to continue, and did not deftroy them, as 
they ought to have done; they would be as they 
proved, enfnaring to them, and whereby they were 
drawn to forfake the worfhip of the true God, and 
bow down to them, as we read in fome following 
verfes. 

¥. 4. And it came to pafs when the angel of the 
Lord fpake thefe words unto all the children of Irael, 
&c.] This being either one of the three folemn 
feafts, when all the males appeared at the taber- 
nacle of the Lord; or elfe here was now a folemn 
convention of all the tribes to enquire of the Lord 
the reafon why they were-not able to drive out the 
Canaanites in fome places, and why they prevailed 
over them in many: ¢hat the people lift up their 
voice, and wept, being affected with what the 
angel faid, and convicted in their confciences of 
their fins, and fo fearing the bad confequences 
thereof, they wept becaufe of the fins they had 
been guilty of, and becaufe of the evils that were 
like to befal them on account of them. 

N.5. And they called the name of that place Bo- 
chim, &c.] Which fignifies weepers, from the ge- 
neral Jamentation of the people, which before had 
another name; very probably it was Shilo itfelf, 
fince all J/rael was gathered together, the taber- 
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‘the land of Canaan ; for according to 


y. 6. And when Fofiua bad let the people go, 
&c.] This is not to be connected with what goes 
before, as if that was done in Fo/ua’s lite-time 5 
for during that, as is after teftified, the people of 
Tfrael ferved the Lord; whereas the angel, in the 
{peech to them before related, charges them with 
difobeying. the voice of the Lord, making leagues 
with the inhabitants of the land, and not demo- 
lifhing their altars, all which was after the death 
of ‘Fofhua, but this refers to a meeting of them 
with him before his death, and his difmiffion of 
them, which was either when he had divided the 
land by lot unto them, or when he had given. 
them his ‘laft. charge before his death, fee Fo. 
xxiv. 28. and this, and what follows, are repeat- 
ed.and introduced here, to connect. the hiftery 
of J/rael, and to fhew them how ‘they. fell into 
idolatry, and fo under the divine difpleafure, which 
brought them into diftrefs, from which they were 
delivered at various times by judges of his own 


{raifing up, which is ‘the fubject - matter of this 


book : the children of Ifrael went every man unto 
his inberitance to poffe/s the land, as it was divided 
to the feveral tribes and their families; which 
feems to confirm the firft fenfe given, that this 
refers to the difmiffion of the people upon the di- 
vifion of the land among them. “by 
¥. 7. And the people ferved the Lord all ‘the 
days of Jofoua, and all the days of the elders that 
out-lived fofoua, who had feen all the great works 
of the Lord that be did for Irael.| In Egypt, at - 
the Red-/ea, in the wildernefs, at the river Yordan, 
and in the land of Canaan; fee the note on Fo. 
xxiv. 31. The Fews * fay, the elders died on the 
sth of Shebet, which anfwers*to part of Yanuary 
and part of February, on which account a faft was 
kept on that day. pt 
¥. 8. And Fofhua the fon of Nun, the fervant 
of the Lord, died, &c.] See the note on Fos. 
XXiv, 29. 
y. 9. And they buried him in the border of bis 
inheritance in Timnath-beres, &c.|) In fof. xxiv. 
30. it is- called Timnath-ferab, the letters of /e- 
rab being here inverted, make eres, which fome- 
times is ufed for the fun, ¥od ix. 7. and there- 
fore fome obferve, that the whole name ‘fignifies 
the figure of the fun, which the Jews fay was put 
on his monument, in commemoration of the mi-— 
racle of the fun ftanding, ftill at his requeft, and 
had this in{cription on it, “* this is he that caufed 
the fun to ftand itill ;” but this is not very pro- 
bable, fince it- might have had a tendency to ido- 
latry, the fun being what was the firlt object of 
idolatrous worfhip among the heathens, and had 
the greateft fhew of reafon for it: ia the mount of 
Ephraim, on the north fide of the bill Gaafh; Re 
the note on Fo xxiv. 30. a ve 
¥. 10. And alfo all that generation were ga 
unto their fathers, &c'] Were dead and 
that is, the greateft part of thofe that were c 
poraries with the elders that out-lived Fofbua 5 
they might not be all dead, at leaft noe all that 
came out of Zgypt, and itil lefs all that came inte 
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putation of Ben Gerfom, the time of Yo/bua and 
the elders were but 27 years; and there were no 
more than 67 years from their coming out of Egypt 
to this time ; and no doubt there were men living 
of So years of age and more, but thefe might be 
but few: and there arofe another generation after 
them, which knew not the Lord ; {0 as to love, fear, 
ferve, and worfhip him ; did not own him to be the 
one only living and true God, otherwife they mutt 
know him notionally, being educated in the true 
religion: mor yet the works which be bad done for 
Trael ; fome of them, as before obferved, might 
have feen the works and wonders of the Lord for 
Tjrael, at their firft coming out of Egypt ; though 
not being wife, as the above writer objerves, it had 
no effect upon them, to keep them from doing 
evil in the fightof God ; and they all of them had 
been informed of them, and many had feen, and 
muft have had perfonal knowledge of what was 
done for them at their coming into the land of Ca- 
naan; but not a practical knowledge, or fuch as 
had any influence upon them, to preferve them 
from idolatry. ‘@ 

y. 11. And the children of Ifrael did evil in the 
Aichi of the Lord, &c.} Openly and publickly, 
boldly and impudently, in the very face of God, 
and amidft all the good things they received from 
him, which were aggravating circumftances of 
their fins ; what the evil was they did is next ob- 
ferved : and ferved Baalim ; the idol Baal, as the 
Arabic verfion, of which there were many, and 
therefore a plural word is ufed ; to which the apo- 
{tle refers 1 Cor. 8. 5. for the word fignifies Lords, 
and there were Baal-peor, Baal-zebubd, Baal-Be- 
vith, &c. and who feem to have their name from 
Bal, Bel, or Belus, a king of Babylon after Nim- 
vod, and who was the firit monarch that was dei- 
fied, the Jupiter of the heathens. Theophilus of 
Antioch ® fays, that according to the hiftory of 
Thallus, Belus the king of the Afjrians whom 
they worfhipped, was older than the Trojan war 
322 years ; and that fome call Cronus or Saturn Bel 
and Bal; by the Afprians called Bel, and in the 
Punic or Phenician language Bal*. 

y. 12. And they forfook the Lord God of their fa- 
thers, &c.] The Covenant-God of their fathers, 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Facob, and of their more 
immediate anceftors ; his worfhip they forfook, 
neglected his tabernacle, and the fervice of it: 
which brought them out of the land of Egypt ; out ot 
wretched mifery and bondage there, with an high 
hand, and out-ftretched arm; and led them thro’ 
the wildernefs, and provided for them there, and 
brought them into the land of Canaam, a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey ; but all thefe mercies 
were forgotten by them : and fellowed other gods, of 
the gods of the people that were round about them , 
the gods of the Canaanites and Phenicians, of the 
Egyptians, and of the Moabites, Ammonites, and 
Edomites that were round about them on the bor- 
ders of them ; inftead of one God they worfhipped 
many, even all in or about the land of Canaan , 
-fo much given were they to idolatry : and bowed 
themfelves unto them; giving them all religious 
worfhip and honour they were capable of : and k 
provoked the Lord io anger ; nothing is more pro-| Bex Melech, and Abarbinel explain the phrate : the 
voking to him than idolatry ; he being a jealous] battle went againit them, becaufe God was again{t 
-God, and will not bear any rival in worfhip, nor|/them; his hand was againft them, and there was 
no 


his glory to be given to another, to a ftrangé 
od. 


god. 

¥. 13+ And they forfook the Lord, &c.] The wor- 
thip of the Lord, as the Targum, this is repeated 
to obferve the heinous fin they were guilty of, and 
how difpleafing it was to God: and ferved Baal 
and Afptaroth ; two images, as the Arabic verfion 
adds ; Baal, from whence Baalim, may fignify the 
he-deities of the Gentiles, as Jupiter, Hercules, 
&c. and Aftaroth their the-deities, as Funo, Venus, 
Diana, &c. the word is plural, and ufed for flocks 
of fheep, fo called becaufe they make the owners 
of them rich; and Kimchi and Ben Melech fay 
thefe were images in the form of female fheep. 
Perhaps as Baa/ may fignify the fun, fo 4ftaroth the 
moon, and the ftars like flocks of fheep about her. 
Aftaroth was the goddefs of the Zidonians, 1 Kings 
Xi. 5, 33. the fame with Affarte, the wife of Cro- 
nus or Ham, faid to be the Phenician or Syrian 
Venus. So Lucian fays*there was a temple in 
Phenicia, belonging to the Sidonians, which they 
fay is the temple of Afarte ; and fays he, I think 
that Afarte is the moon; and Afarte is both by 
the Phenicians* and Greciaus *faid to be Venus, 
and was worfhipped by the Syrians alfo, as Minu« 
tius Felix* and Tertullian * affirm ; the fame with 
Eoftre, or Azfiar, the Saxon goddefs ; hence to this 
day we call the paflover Haffer*, being in Eofter- 
monto ; and with Andrajte, a goddefs of the ancient 
Britainsy . There were 4 of them, and therefore the 
Septuagint here ufes the plural number 4fartes; fo 
called either from A/her, being reckoned dleffed ones, 
or from Afberoth, the groves they were worfhipped 
in; or from wy 4 and 41M Tor, the conttella- 
tion Taurus or the bull ; fo Afarte by Sanchoniatho 
is faid to put upon her head the head of a bull, as 
the token of her fovereignty ; fee the note on Gen. 
Xiv. 5, 
“y.14. And the anger of the Lord was hot ageinp 
Ifrael, 8cc.| For the idolatries they were guilty of ; 
it burned within him, it broke forth, and was 
poured out like fire on them, and confumed them ; 
fee Nabum i. 6. and be delivered them into the bands 
of [oilers that fpoiled them; that rifled their houfes, 
and plundered them of their goods and fubftance : 
and be fold them into the hands of their enemies 
round about; that is, delivered them into their 
bands, who carried them captive, where they were 
as men fold for flaves; fee P/ xliv. 12. and this 
was in juft retaliation, that as they had fold them- 
felves to work wickednefs, the Lord fold them in- 
to the hands of their enemies for their wickednefs ; 
and as they had followed the gods of the people 
round about them, fo he delivered them up inte 
the hands of their enemies round about them, as 
the Mefopotamians, Moabites, Midianites, Pbil;- 
fines, and Ammonites: fo that they could not any 
longer fiand before their enemies; but turned their 
backs.on them, and fled whenever engaged in war 
with them. 

¥. 15. Whitherfoever they went out, the hand of 
the Lord was againft them for evil, &c.] They pro- 
fpered not in any bufinefs they undertook, or put 
their hands unto; or in any expedition they went 
upon, or when they went out to war, as Kimcbi, 
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no refifting and turning that back ; and this fenfe 
feems to agree with what goes before and follows 
after; though in fome Fewi/o writings * at is €x- 
plained of thofe, that went out of the land to 
\efcape the calamities of it, and particularly of Zi- 
melech and his two fons Mahlon and Chilion, Ruth 
i, 1,2. a5 the Lord had faid, and as the Lord bad 
Sworn unto them,» having ratified and confirmed 
his threatening with an oath, that if they ferved 
other gods, he would furely bring upoa them all 
the curfes of the law; fee Deut. xxix. 12—20. 
and they were greatly difireffed ; by the Cenaanites 
they fuffered to dwell among them,’ who were 
pricks in their eyes, and thorns in their fides, as 
had been threatened them; and by the nations 
round about them, who came in upon them, and 
plundered them, and carried them captive. 
.¥. 16. Neverthele/s the Lord raifed up judges, 
&c.] Who are particularly mentioned by name, 
_and their exploits recorded, in fome foilowing 
chapters, and from whom the book in general has 
its name: thefe were men that God raifed up in an 
extraordinary manner, and fpirited and qualified 
for the work he had to do by them’; which was to 
deliver the people of J/rae/ out of the hands of their 
oppreffors, and reftore them to their privileges and 
liberties, and protect them in them, and admini- 
fter juftice to them ; which was a wonderful in- 
ftance of the goodnefs of God to them, notwith- 
ftanding their many provoking fins and tranferef- 
fions: which delivered them out of the hands of thofe 
that fpoiled them ; who took away their goods and 
cattle from them, and carried their perfons cap- 
tive: thefe were the inftruments of recovering 
both again, juft as Abraham brought again Lot and 
all his goods. . 
_¥. 17. And yet they would not hearken unto their 
judges, &c.] Afterwards, or not always; but 
when they admonifhed them of their fins, and ad- 
vifedthem to walk in the good ways of God, and 
ferve him only ; they turned a deaf ear to them, 
and went on in their own ways, which is a fad ag- 
gravation of their iniquities: but they went a- 
whoring after their gods; committing fpiritual 
adultery, for fuch idolatry is, and is often fo re- 
prefented in fcripture ; for by it they broke the co- 
venant God made with them, which had the na- 
ture of a matrimonial contract, and in which God 
was as an hufband to them ; and therefore ferving 
other gods, was rejecting him as fuch, and commit- 
ting whoredom with others ; than which nothing 
was more provoking to God, jealous of his ho- 
nour and glory : they turned quickly out of the way 
which their fathers walked in , as foon as ever ‘Jo- 
foua and the elders were dead, they departed from 
the God of their fathers, and the way in which 
they worfhipped him ; and fo likewife quickly af- 
ter they had been delivered by the judges, or how- 
ever as foon as they were dead : obeying the com- 


mandments of the Lord; ferving him at his taber- 


nacle, according to the laws, commands, and or- 
dinances he gave to Mofes, which is to be under- 


ftood of their fathers ; but they did not fo, did not 
walk in the fame way, nor ferve the Lord, and 


obey his commands, as their fathers did ; but all 
the reverfe. 


¥.18. And when the Lord raifed them up judges, 

then the Lord was with the judge, &c.| Every one 

of them that he raifed up; as he ftirred up their| from before them, Scc.| At leatt not as y 
fpirits for fuch fervice, to judge his people, and!very foon nor haitily, as in ¥. 23. of the 
; 1 hy + fem 


@ Seder Olam Rabba, c. 12. p. 34. 
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qualified them: for-it’; he affifted and. ftrengthened ns 
them, and abode by them, and fucceeded:them in- 


whatfoever they engaged for the welfare of the peo= 
ple ; the Targum is, ** the Word of rheckibedigies 
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for the help of the judge :” and delivered them out 
of the bands of their enemies, all the days of the’ 


judge ; fo long asa judge lived, or continued to be’ 


their judge, they were protected by him, and pre-. 
ferved from falling into the hands of their enemies = 


for it repented the Lord becaufe of their groanings, by 


reafon of them that opprefed them and vexedethem ; 
the Lord being merciful had compa {ion upon them), 
when they groaned under their oppreffions, and’ 
cried unto him, then he received their prayer, as 
the Targum, and fent them a deliverer ;-and fe did 
what men do when they repent of a. thing, change 
their conduct ;_thus the Lord changed the outward. 
difpenfation of his providence towards them, ac- 
cording to his unchangeable will ; for otherwife 
repentance, properly fpeaking, does not belong un- 
to God:- the Targum is, ‘he turned from the 
word he fpake;’’ the threatening »hei had de- 
nounced, vat lobia 
¥.19. And it came to pafs when the judge was 
dead, &c.| Any one of them, the firft and fo alt 
fucceeding ones: that ¢hey returned; to their evil 
ways and idclatrous practices, from which they re- 
formed, and for which they fhewed outward re- 
pentance during the life of the judge ; but he dy- 
ing, they returned again to them: and corrupted 
themfelves more than their fathers ; in Egypt and in 
the wildernefs ; or rather, than their fathers that 
lived in the generation after the death of JFofbua ; 
and fo in every generation that lived before a judge 


was raifed up to deliver them out of the eyils 


brought upon them ; the children of thofe in every 
age fucceflively grew worfe than their fathers : iz 


following other gods to ferve them, and to bow dows 


unto them; not content with the idols their fathers 
ferved, they fought after and found out others, and 
were more conftant and frequent in their worfhip 
and fervice of them, and increafed their facrifices 
and acts of devotion to them: ‘hey ceafed not from 
their own doings; or, did not let them fall®; but 
retained them, and continued: in» the praéticé of 
them, being: what they were naturally inclined unta 
and delighted in: wor from their ftubborn way; 
which they were bent upon, and determined to con- 
tinue in: or their hard way’; which their hard 
hearts had chofen, and they obftinately perfifted in, 
being obdurate and ftiff-necked ; and which, in 
the iffue, they would find hard, troublefome, and 
diftrefling to them, though at prefent foft and 
agreeable, and in. which they went on fmesthly ; 
but in time would find it rough and rugged, of- 
fenfive, ftumbling and ruinous ; or it may fignify 
a hard beaten path, a broad road*which multitudes 
trod in, as is the way of fin. oy 
¥.20. And the anger of the Lord was hat ageing 
Traci, &c.] As at firft, fo whenever they fell into 
idolatry ; fee ¥. 14. and be faid, becaufe this people 
have tranfgrefed my covenant which I commanded 
their fathers ; made at Singi, in which they were 
enjoined to have no other gods before him: cad 
have not bearkened to my voice; in his. comm nds, 
and particularly what -related to his worfhip am 
again{t idolatry. in 
y¥.21. I alfo 


eh wy 


henceforth will not drive o 


4 


b earn ad non cadere faciebant, Pagninus,. Montanus, ¥ mg 
fua dura, Pagninys, Montanus, Tigurine verfion, Drufus, 


24) 
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whith Fobua left when be died ; that is, unfubdued ; 
which was owing either.to the infirmities of old age 
coming upon him, which made him incapable of 
engaging farther in war with the Canaanites; or 
to the floth and indolence of the people, being 
weary of war, and not caring to profecute it ; or 
to want of men to cultivate any more land, and 
people other cities, than what they were pofleffed 
of ; and chiefly this was owing to the providence 
of God, who had an end to anfwer hereby as fol- 
lows. 

-y, 22. That through them I may prove Ijrael, 
&c.] Afflict them by them, and fo prove or try 
them, their faith and patience, which are tried by 
affictions; and fuch were the Canaanites to them, 
as afflictions and temptations are to the fpiritual J/- 
yael of God; or rather, whether they would keep 
in the ways of God, or walk in thofe the Canaanites 
did, as follows: whether they will keep the way of 
the Lord as their fathers did keep it, or not; 
whether they would worfhip the true God their fa- 
thers did, or the gods of the Cazeanites ; not that 
the Lord was ignorant of what they would do, and 
fo made the experiment ; but that the fincerity and 


. 
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their hearts, might appear to themfelves and 
others. «© 

N. 23. Therefore the Lord left thefe nations witd- 
aut driving them out bajftily, &c.) Left them unfub- 
dued, or fuffered them to continue among the J/- 
raelites, and did not drive them out as he could 
have done ; which was permitted, either that it 
might be feen and known whether J/rae/ would give 
into the idolatry of thefe nations or not, y¥.22. of 
which there could have been no trial, if they and 
their idols had been utterly deftroyed; or becaufe 
the children of J/rael had tranferefled the covenant 
of the Lord, therefore he would drive no more of 
them out, but leave them to affli& and diftrefs 
them, and thereby prove and try them, ¥. 20, 21. 
both fenfes may very well ftand, but the former 
feems rather to agree with what follows : neither 
delivered he them into the hand of Fofoua, having 
an end to be anfwered by them before fuggefted, 
namely, to prove and try J//rael; and for a like 
reafon, the indwelling fin and corruptions of God’s 
people are fuffered to remain in them, for the 
trial of their graces, and that the power of God 
in the fupport and deliverance of them might ap- 


/ 


faichfulnefs, or infincerity and unfaithfulnefs of pear the more manifeft. 


oY 


CHAP. 


2 


HIS chapter gives an account of the nations 
al left in Canaan to prove //rael, and who be- 
came a fnare unto them, ¥. r—7. and of the fer- 
vitude of J/rael under the king of Mefopotamia 
for their fins, from which they were delivered by 
Otbniel, y. 8—11. and of their fubjection to the 
Moabites, from which they were freed by bud, 
who privately affaffinated the king of Moab, and 
then made his efcape, y. 12—30. and of the de- 
ftruction of a large number of Pdilifiines by Sham- 
gar with an ox-goad, y. 31. 


}, 


y. 1. Now thefe are the nations which the Lord 


Il. 


that they might know what war was, and the fad 
effects of it ; and the difference of fighting with 
their enemies alone, as other men, and the Lord 
fighting along with them, and for them, as he 
did for their fathers: at leaft fuch as before knew no- 
thing thereof ; being either unborn, or at an age 
uncapable of bearing arms, or learning the art of 
war. 

¥. 3- Namely, five lords of the Philiftines, &c.] 
The places they were lords of were Geza, Afbdod, 
Afpkelon, Gath, and Ekron; fee Fo. xiii. 3. three 
of thefe, Gaza, Afbkelon, and Ekron, had . been 
taken from them by Yudab, fince the death of Yo- 


left to prove Irael by them, &c.) Which are after- |/bua, ch. i. 18, but they foon recovered them again, 


mentioned, y. 3, 5. even as many of Urael as bad 
not known all the wars of Canaan, thofe that ‘fo- 
foua, and the people of J/rael under him, had 
with the Canaanites, when they firft entered the 
land and fubdued it ; being then not born, or fo 
young as not to have knowledge of them, at leatft 
not able ro bear arms at that time. 

y. 2. Only that the generations of the children of 
Tjrael might know and teach them war, &c.| | That 
is, the following nations were left in the land, that 
the young generations of J/racl: might by their 
wars and conflicts with them learn the art of war, 

-and be inured to martial difcipline ; which, if none 
had been left to engage with, they had been igno- 
rant of: befides, their fathers in Fo/bua’s time, as 
Farchi and Kimchi obferve, had no need to learn 
the art of war, for God fought for them ; they 


did not get pofiefiion of the land by their own|Hamath; the Pweg 
arm, and by their fword, but by the power of!land, which entrance le 


perhaps by the help of the othertwo.. The Pdi- 
liftines were a people originally of Egypt, but came 
from thence and fettled in thefe parts, and were 
here as early as in the times of Abraham, and were 
very troublefome neighbours to the J/raelites in af- 
ter-times; fee Gen. x. 14. and xxi. 33. and all 
the Canaanites ; thefe were a particular tribe or na- 
tion in the land fo called, which inhabited by the 
fea, and by the coaft of Yordan, Numb. xiii. 29. 
otherwife this is the general name for the feven na- 
tions : and the Sidonians; the inhabitants of the 
famous city of Sidon, which had its name from 
the firft-born of Canaan, Gen. x. 15. and the Hi- 
vites that dwelt in mount Lebanon ; on the north of 
the land of Canaan: from mount Baal-Hermon, the 
eaftern part of Lebanon, the fame with Baal-Gad, 
where Baal was worfhipped : unto the entering-in of 
of the northern part of the 
d into the valley between 


God in a miraculous way; but now this was not}Zidanus and Antilibanus ; fee Numb. xxxiy. 8. 
to be expected, and the Canaanites were left among! Fo. xi. 3. and xiii. 5. 


them to expel, that they might be trained up in the 


y. 4. And they were to prove Ifrael by them, &c.] 


knowledge of warlike affairs, and fo be alfo capa-; They were left in the land as to inure them to 
ble of teaching their children the military art ;;war, and try their courage, fo to prove their faith- 
which they fhould make ufe of in obeying the fulnefs toGod: 40 know whether they would hearken 
command of God, by driving out the remains of to the commandments of the Lord, which he com- 
the Canganiles, and not give.themfelves up to floth | manded, their fathers by the hand of Mofes 5 even all 
and indolence; though fome think that the mean-jthe commandments of the Lord delivered to them 
ing is, that God lefy: thefe nations among them, |by Mofes, moral, civil, and ceremonial, and iat 

, 5 - ticularly 
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ticularly thofe that concerned the deftragtion of the|the Levite’s concubine happened, though related 
Canaanites, their altars, and their idgls, Deut, vii.Jat the oe of the book; fo 7o/epbus * places the ac- 
t, 5. . count here, 

=} 5. And the children of Ifrael dwelt among the| y. 8. Therefore the anger of the Lord was hot 
Canaanites, &c.] As if they had been only fo-|againft I/rael, &c.] Becaute of their idolatry; fee 
journers with them, and not conquerors of them ;|ch. ii, 14, 20. and he fold them into the band of Chu- 
and dwelt by fufferance, and not as proprietors and |/han-rifkathaim, king of Mefopotamia ; or Aram- 
owners; fuch. were their floth and indolence, and|naharaim , that is, Syria, between the two rivers, 
fuch the advantage the inhabitants of the land got|which were Tigris and Euphrates ; hence the Greek 
over them through it, and through their com-|name of this place is as here called Ple/opotamia. 
pliances with them ; and this was the cafe not only|Jo/epbus ' calls him king of Affria, and gives him 
of one fort of them, the Canaanites, but of the/the name of Chufarthus ; and indeed Cujban-ri-. 
reft: the Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites,|/bathaim {eems to be his whole name, though the 
and Hivites, and Febufites; who all had cities in}Targum makes Rifbathaim to be an epithet, and 
the feveral parts of the land, with whom the chil-|calls him Cu/ban, the wicked king of Syria ; the 
dren of J/rael were mixed,. and with whom they|word is of the dual number, and fignifies two 
were permitted to dwell. wickedneffes ; which, according to the myftical 

y. 6. And they took their daughters to be their\expofition of the fews™, refers to two wicked 
wives, and gave their daughters to their fons, &c.]|things Syria did to I/rae/, one by Balaam the Sy- 
The J/raelites intermarried with the inhabitants of|riam, and the other by this Cuban. Mr. Bed- 
the land, contrary to the exprefs command of God, |ford " thinks it may be rendered, ‘* Cu/ban, king of 
Deut. vii. 3. whereby they confounded their fa-|the two wicked kingdoms ;” the dfyrian mo- 
milies, debafed their blood, and were enfnared into|narchy being at this time like two kingdoms, Ba- 
idolatry, as follows: perhaps to thefe unlawful|y/on being the metropolis of the one, and Nineveh 
marriages in their frft fettlement in the land of Ca-jof the other; but it is a queftion whether the mo- 
naan, reference is had in Ezek. xvi. 3. thy father|marchy was as yet in being. Hillerus ° makes Cu- 
was an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite; an\/oan tobe an Arab Scenite, from Hab. iii. 7. and Ri- 
Amorite marrying a daughter of J/rael, andan J/-|/hathaim to denote difquietudes ; and it reprefents 
raclitifo man an ' Hittite woman : and ferved their\him as a man very turbulent, never quiet and eafy, 
gods ; this was the natural confequence of their in-|and fo it feems he was ; for not content with his 
termarriages, which the Lord forefaw, and there-|kingdom on the other fide Euphrates, he pafied 
fore’ cautioned them againft them, Exod. xxxiv.jover that, and came into Canaan, to fubjeét that 
15, 16. Deut. vii. 3, 4. tohim, and add it to his dominions. Kimchi fays 

y.7. And the children of Irael did evil in the fight|that Rifhathaim may be the name of a place, and 
of the Lord, &c.] Both by marrying with hea-|fome conjecture it to be the fame with the Rbifina 
thens, and worfhipping their gods: and forgot the|of Ptolemy’, but it feems rather a part of this 
Lord their God; as if they had never heard of him, |king’s name, who came. and fought againt J/rae/, 
or known him, their maker and preferver, wholand the Lord delivered them into his hands : and 
had done fo many great and good things for them : |ée children of Ifrael ferved Cufhan-rifoathaim eight 
and ferved Baalim and the groves; of Baalim, fee|years ; became tributaries to him during that fpace 
ch. ii. 11. the groves mean either idols worfhipped|of time, but when that began is not eafy to fay. 
in groves, as Jupiter was worlhipped in a grove of |Bifhop Ufder ° places it in A. M. 2591. and before 
oaks, hence the oak of Dodona, and Apollo in a\Chrift 1413. 
grove of laurels in Daphne: there were ufually]| y¥.9. And when the children of Ifrael cried unto 
groves where idol-temples were built ; and fo in|¢he Lord, &c.] ‘Towards the clofe of the eight years 
Phenicia, or Canaan, Dido the Sidonian queen|bondage, as it may be fuppofed, groaning under. 
built a temple for Fano in the midft of the city,|the oppreflive taxes laid upon them, and the bon- 
where was a grove of an agreeable fhade ¢ : fo Bar-|!dage they were brought into : and the Lord raifed 
thius © obferves, that moft of the ancient gods of}up a deliverer to the children of Ifrael; he heard. 
the heathens ufed to be worfhipped in groves. Andjtheir cry, and fent them a faviour, whofe fpirit he 
groves and trees themfelves were worfhipped ; fo}{tirred up, and whom he qualified for this fervice : 
Tacitus fays ‘of the Germans, that they confecrated|who delivered thems out of the hands of the king 
groves and forefts, and called them by the names|of Me/opotamia, and freed them from his op- 
of gods. Groves are here put in the room of 4/ff-|preflions: even Oxhniel, the fon of Kenaz, Caleb’s 
taroth, ch. ii, 13. perhaps the goddefles of that|younger brother ; the fame that took Debir, and 
name were worfhipped in groves ; and if Diana is|married Ach/ab, the daughter of Caleb, ch. i. 12, 
meant by Affarte, Servius ® fays that every oak is}13. who now very probably was aman in years. 
facred to Fupiter, and every groveto Diana; and| y. 10. dnd the /pirit of the Lord came upon bim, 
Ovid * {peaks of a temple of Dianain a grove. But}&c.] Moved him to engage in this work of de- 
as they are joined with Baa/im, the original of which|livering J/rael, infpired him with courage, and fil- 
were deified kings and heroes, the groves may be|led him with every heedful gift, qualifying him for 
fuch as were coniecrated to them ; for as the fameJit ; the Zargum interprets it the {pirit of prophecy ; 
writer obferves', the fouls of heroes were fup-Jit feems rather to be the fpirit of counfel and cou- 
pofed to have their abode in groves; fee the notes|rage, of {trength and fortitude of body and mind : 
on Exod. xxxiv. 13. and Deut. vii. 5. It was in]and he judged I/rael ; took upon him the office of 
this time of defection, that the idolatry of Micahla judge over them, and executed it; very proba- 
and of the Danites, and the war of Benjamin about|bly the firft work he fet about was to repraye thems 


é 


for 
* Lucus in urbe fuit media, &c. Virgil. Zneid. 1. 1. * Animady. ad Claudian. de raptu Proferp. L. 1.v. 20g. 
* De mor. German. c.g. Vid. Plin. 1. 12. 1. & In Virgil. Georgic. 1. 3- col. 295. hE nemus 
% piceis, &c. Ep. 12. v.67. Vid. Metamorph. I. 11. fab. 9. v. 360. 4 In Virgil fineid. 1. 1. col. 481. 8 
inl. 3 col. 721. k Antiqu. L. 5. ¢.2 & 3. 1 Ibid. 1.5. ¢. 3. §. 2 ™ 'T.B. Sanhedrin, fol, 105.1. | 
* Scripture-Chronology, p 507. ° Qnomaftic, p. 154, 154. P Geograph. l, 5. ¢, 18. 
2 Annal. Vet. Telt. p. 42. “> 
F 


- see! 


#. : 
Chiu. W1f—-17, FUDG E é 269 
for their fins, and convince them of them, and re-|_ y¥. 15. BaP when the children of Ijrael criéd unto 
form them from their idolatry, and reftore among|the Lord, 8c.] After being long oppreffed; and 
them the pure worfhip of God; and this he did/groaning under their burdens, and brought to a 
firft before he took up arms for them : and be qwent|\enfe of their fins, and humiliation for them, they 
out to war; raifed an-army, and went out at thelafked forgivenefs of God, and deliverance from 
head of them, to fight with their oppreflor: aza;cheir bondage ; for it is very probable they were un- 
the Lord delivered Cufhan-rifoathaim into bis hand ;\til towards the clofe of thofe years ftupid and har- 
gave him the victory over him and his army, fo|}dened, ard did not confider what was the reafon of 
that he fell into his hands, became his captive, and their being thus dealt with: the Lord raifed them 
perhaps was flain by him. up a deliverer ; another faviour, one that he made 
y. 11. And, the land had ref forty years, &c.]\ule of as an inftrument of their deliverance: Ehud 
As it fhould feem from the time of this delive-|+he fon of Gera a Benjamite, a man left-handed; who 
rance; though according to: Ben Gerfomand Abar-|is defcribed by his parentage, a fon of Gera, but 
binel, the eight years fervitude are to be included in} who his father was is not known; by his tribea 
them ; and bifhop Ujber ' reckons thefe forty years} Benjamtte, in which Fericho was, Eglon poffefled, 
from the reft firft fettled in the land by Fo/hua ;}and fo might be more oppreffed than any other 
but the former fenfe feems beft: and Otbniel the|part ; and therefore the Lord ftirred up one of that 
fon of Kenaz died; not at the end of the forty|tribe to be the deliverer; and by his being a left. 
years ; it is not likely he fhould live fo long, but|handed man, as feveral of that tribe were, ch. xx. 
when he died is not certain; Eufebius * fays he|16, though a Benjamite fignifies a fon of the right 
judged Urael fifty years. hand; arid he perhaps was one of thofe left- 
¥. 12. And the chi.dren of Ifrael did evil again in\handed Benjantites that fled to the rock Rimmon, 
the fight of the Lord, &c.) Fell into idolatry}as Dr. Lightfoot * conjeCtures. ch. xx: 47. for that 
again, which was a great evilin the fight of God,|affair, though there related, was before this : the 
and what they were prone to fall into: and the Lord) feptuagint verfion calls him an ambidexter, one that 
firengthened Eglon the king of Moab againft Ifrael ;\could ufe both hands equally alike ; but the He- 
put itinto his heart to. invade them, and encou-|érew phrafe fignifies one that is /hut up in bis right 
raged him to it, and gave him fuccefs ; what|bamd~; who has not the true ufe of it, cannot ex- 
kings reigned over M@oab between Balak and this|ercife it as his other hand, being weak and im- 
king, we know ‘not: it is a commonly received|potent, or contracted through difufe, or fome dif- 
notion of the Fews, that Ruth was the daughterjeafe ; or, as Fo/ephus * exprefies it, who could ufé 
of Eglon ; fee Ruth, i. 4. and it was about this|his left hand beft, and who alfo calls him a young 
time that Z£/imelech with his two fons went into|man of a courageous mind, and ftrong of body, 
Moab, and when many of thofe things rccorded{and fays he dwelt at Yericho, and was very fami- 
in the book of Ruth were tranfacted : decau/e they|liar with Eglon, and who by his gifts and prefents 
had done evil in the fight of the Lord, which hadjhad endeared himfelf to all about the king : and 
greatly provoked him to anger, and was the caufejdy him the children of I/rael fent a prefent unto Eglon 
of ftirring up theking of Mead againft them. the king of Moab; either their yearly tribute, or ra- 
¥. 13. And he gathered unto bim the children of\thera giftunto him, to foften him, and reconcile 
Ammon and Amalek, &c.] Either the Lord gather-}him to: them, and make their bondage eafier ; or 
ed them to Eg/on, inclined them to enter into a con-|to give him accefs to him with more confidence 
federacy with him, to affift in the war againft J/-jand fafety, though it does not feem that they knew 
rael; or the king of Moad got them to join with|any thing of E/ud’s defign. 
bim in it, they being his neighbours, and enemies] y.16. But Ebud made him a dagger, which bad 
to Ufrael, and efpecially Amalek: and went and\two edges, of a cubit length, &c.| A little fword, as 
fnote Irael, firtt the two tribes and a half, which|Zo/epbus call it” , with two edges, that it might cut 
Jay on that fide Fordan Moab did, whom it is rea-|both ways, and do the execution he defigned by it, 
fonable to fuppofe he would attack firft ; and ha-Jand was about half a yard long.; which he could 
ving defeated them, he came over Yordan: and\the more eafily conceal, and ufe for his purpofe : 
poffefed the city of the palm-trees, Jericho, as the|and he did gird it under bis raiment, that it might 
Targum, which was fet with palm-trees ; fee Deuwt.\not be feen, and give occafion of fufpicion ; this 
XXXiv. 3. Fudg. i. 16. not the city itfelf, for nd baie a military garment, the /agum, as the Vulgate 
was deftroyed by Yo/oua, and not rebuilt until the! Latin verfion, which was coarfe, and made of 
time of Abab; but the country about it, or, as}wool, and reached to the ancle, and was buttoned 
Abarbinel thinks, a city that was near it ;.here Yo-|upon the fhoulder, and put over the coat *; the 
JSepbus {ays * he had his royal palace ; it is probable} /eptuagint makes ufe of a word Suidas * interprets 
he built a fort or garrifon here, to fecure the fords}a coat of mail: upon his right thigh ; whereas a 
of Fordan,.and his own retreat ; as well as tojfword is more commonly girt upon the left; though 
keep up a communication with his own people,|fome obferve, from various writers, that the eaftern 
and prevent. the tribes of the other fide giving any|people ufed to gird their fwords on their right thigh ; 
affiftance to their brethren, if able and difpofed tojor this was done that it might be the lefs difcerni+ 
do it. ; » ble and fufpected, and chiefly as being moft con- 
¥.14. So the children of Ijrael ferved Eglon king\venient for him, a left-handed'man, to draw it out 
’ of Moab 18 years;] Ten years longer than they}upon occafion. 
ferved the king of Méefopotamia, as a feverer cor-| y. 17.-And he brought a prefent unto Eglon king 


rection of them for their relapfe into idolatry. of Moab, &c.| Accompanied'by two fervants, as 
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4.70 FED 


Fofephus fays ® , and who doubtlefs bore the pre- 


fents ; for that there were fuch with him that did’ 


is clear from the following verfe ; nor can it be 
thought that fo great a perfonage as a judge in J/- 
rael, fhould go alone and carry a prefent in his own 
hands ; though itis poffible when come to the king 
of Moab, he might take it from his fervants, and 
deliver it to him with hisown hands : and Eglon 
wasavery fat man; and fo the lefs active, and 
unable to decline and avoid the ftroke, he might 
fee, when about to be given him. 

y¥. 18. And when he had made an end to offer the 
prefent, &c.|] Had. delivered the feveral things 
contained in ity and very probably made a fpeech 
to the king in the name of the people of J/rae/ 
from whom he brought it: be fent away the people 
that bare the prefent ; not thefervants of Eglon that 
introduced him, as if they affifted in bringing in 
the prefent to the king ; for over them he could 
not have fo much power, as to difmifs them at 
pleafure ; but the children of J/rael that came 
along with him, and carried the prefent for him : 
thefe he difmified, not in the prefence of the king 
of Moab, but after he had taken his leave of him, 
and when he had gone on fome way in his return 
home ; and this he did for the greater fecrecy of 
his défign, and that he might when he had finifhed 
it the more eafily efcape alone, and be without any 
concern for or care of the fafety of others. , 

¥.19. But he himfelf turned again from the quar- 
ries that were by Gilgal, &c.] For fo far he accom- 
panied the men that came with him. Thefe quar- 
ries were places where they dug ftones and hew- 
ed them, according to the Targum, and moft Yew- 
ifp writers ; but fome render the word engravings, 
and underftand them of in{fcriptions engraved on 
pillars here, which remained from the times of Seth 
the fon of ddam; of which fee more on ¥. 26. 
but according to the Vulgate Latin, and other 
verfions, graven images or idols are meant, which 
the king of Moad fet up here.in contempt of the 
Tjraelites, it being a place where the ark remained 
fome time, and circumcifion had been performed ; 
or in order to draw them into idolatry, thofe idols 
perhaps being made of the twelve {tones they had 
fet up there ; or rather in honour of his gods, to 
invoke their affiftance when he firft entered into 
theland, or by way of gratitude, and thankfulnefs 
for the fubduing of it: and this ’tis thought by 
fome ftirred up the fpirit of Ehud, and caufed him 
to turn back, refolving to avenge this prophane- 
nefs.: and faid; when he came to the‘ palace of 
the king of Moaé, and into his prefence: Lave a 
fecret errand unto thee, O king ; which he had for- 
got when with him before, as he might pretend ; 
or fomething new had occurred unto him to ac- 
quaint him of, and which required privacy : who 
faid, keep filence ; that is, the king of Moab faid 
fo either to Ehud, to be filent until he had fent out 
his fervants that were about him, that they might 
not hear the fecret; orto a perfon-or perfons that 
were fpeaking to him, whom he bid to defift and 
depart, it being his pleafure to hear Ehud before 
them ; fo Ben Gerfom , but the former fenfe rather 
feems beft: and all that flood by him went out from 
him; his fervants, his courtiers that were waiting 
upon him, or fuch as were admitted into his pre- 
fence, to have audience of him, and deliver their 
meflages, or make their petitions to him. 

y¥.20. And Ebud came unto him, &c.| \ Some- 
what nearer him than he was before; it feems pro- 
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bable that Zg/on retired from the prefence-chambery 
where he received company, into his fummer par- 
lour ; which was fmaller and more private, and in 
which he had ufed to be alone as follows, and whi- 
ther Ehud went in unto him, as he directed him : 


and he was fitting in a fummer-parlour, which bé- 


had for him/felf alone 5 into which he was wont to go 
and fit alone, for the fake of coolnefs and refrefh- 
ment in the hot feafon of the year, which it feems 
it now was; a room this was, in which, as Kimchi 
and others obferve, were many windows to let in 
air to cool and refrefh ; or it was in fuch a part of 
the palace, that was cool and fheltered from the 
heat of the fun ; fee Amos iii. 15. and Ebud faid, 
I have a mefjage from God unto thee; which was to 
kill him ; and undoubtedly he was fent of God on 
this errand to him: whether it be rendered a word 
or thing from God, as it fignifies both, it was 


true, and no lie; for it was the Lord that fpoke- 


to him by an impulfe on his {pirit, and the thing 
was from the Lord he was to do, for nothing lets 
could have juftifed him in fuch an aétion; and 
therefore this inftance can be no warrant for the af- 
faffination of princes; as Ebud did not this of him- 
felf, but of the Lord, fo neither did he doit as a 
private man, but as a judge of J/rael. 
phus * fays, he told him that he had a dream at the 
order of God to declare unto him; but for this 
there is no warrant ; however it feems pretty plain 
that his view in making mention’of the name of 
God, and of Elohim, a name given to falfe gods 
as well as the true, rather than Jebovab, was to 
{trike his mind with awe and reverence, and caufe 
him to rife from his feat, that he might the better 
thruft him with his dagger ; and it had the defired 
effect : and he arofe out of his feat ; in reverence of 
God, from whom he expected to receive a mef- 
fage ; this he did, though in his mind a blind, ig- 
norant idolater ; in his body fat, corpulent, and 
unweildy ; and in his office a king, and a proud 
and tyrannical man, ‘The above writer fays, that 
for joy at the dream he was to hear, he rofe from 
his throne. 

y. 21. And Ebud put forth bis left band, and 
took the dagger from bis right thigh, 8cc.] Being, 
as before obferved, a left-handed man; and this 
he could the better do, without being taken notice 
of by the king, who if he faw him move his left 
hand, would have no fufpicion of his going to 
draw a dagger with it, and which alfo was hid un- 
der his raiment, ¥. 16. and thruft it into bis belly ; 
Fofephus “fays into his heart; it is certain the 
wound was mortal, and muft have been in a part 
on which life depended. ; 

¥.22. nd the baft went in after the blade, &c.] 
The handle of the dagger, as well as the blade ; 
fo {trong and violent was the thruft, he determi- 
ning to do his bufinefs effectually : and the fat 
clofed upon the blade ; being an exceffive fat man, 
the wound made by the dagger clofed up at once 
upon it, through the fat :- fo that he could not draw 
the daggereout of bis belly ; being not able to take 
hold of the haft or handle, that having flipt in 
through the fat after the blade, fo that he was 


obliged to leave it in him: and the dirt came out; 


the margin of our bibles is, 7¢ came out att : 

dament , that is, the dagger did, the thruft being fo 

ftrong and vehement but that is not fo likely, the 
s,s 


dagger being fo fhort, and Eg/on a very fat man. be 


The Targum is, ** his food went out;” which 
was in his bowels ; but as the wound was clofed 
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up through fat, and the dagger ftuck faft in ir,{matter, and what fhould be the meaning of the 
it could not come out that way: rather therefore|doors being kept locked fo long: and bebold, be 
this is to be underftood of his excrements, and of |opened not the doors of the pariour; this was what 
their coming out at the ufual place, it being com-|furprized them, and threw them into this confu- 
mon for perfons that die a violent death, and in-|fion of mind, that they knew not what courfe to 
deed others, to purge upon it; fome, as Kimcbijtake for fear of incurring the king’s difpleafure, 
obferves, interpret it of the place where the guards}and yet wondered the doors were not opened for 
were, the guard-room, through which Ehud went|{o long a time : therefore they took a key and opened 
out, but that is exprefled in another word in the them; this is the firft time we read of a key, which 


following verfe; the Syriac and Arabic verfions 
read, he went out in hafte, that is, Ehud. 

y¥. 23. ThemEbud went forth through the porch, 
&c.] Which the Zargum interprets by exedra, a 
place, as Kimchi, where there were many feats, 
either for the people-to fit in whilft waiting to have 
admittance into the prefence of the king, or where 
the guards fat, and may be called the guard-room , 
through this Zbud paffed with all ferenity and com- 
pofure of mind imaginable, without the leaft fhew 
of diftrefs and uneafinefs in his countenance, being 
fully fatisfied that what he had done was right, 
and according to the will of God: and fbut the 
doors of the parlour upon him, and locked them; 
joined the doors of the parlour, as the Targum, the 
two folds of the door, fhut them clofe together 


only fignifies fomething to open with; and the 
keys of the ancients were different from thofe of 
ours ; they were fomewhat like a crooked fickle ‘, 
which they put in through-a hole in the door, and 
with it could draw on or draw back a bolt, and 
fo could lock or unlock within fide, fee Cant. v. 4, 
5. and at this day the keys in the eaftern countries 
are unlike ours. Chardin * fays, that a lock among 
the eaftern people is like a little harrow, which 
enters half way into a wooden ftaple, and the key 
is a wooden handle with points at the end of it, 
which are pufhed into the ftaple, and fo raife this 
little harrow: and behold, their lord was fallen 
dead on the earth ; lay proftrate on the floor of the 
parlour dead. , ; 

¥. 26, And Ehud efcaped while they tarried, &c.] 


upon Eglon within the parlour, and bolted them| While the fervants of the king of Moad tarried 
within, or drew the bolt on the infide, which he| waiting for the opening of the doors of the par- 
was able to do with a key for that purpofe; ofjlour, this gave him time enough to make his 


which fee more on ¥. 25. and which it is probable 
hie took away along with him ; this muft be un- 
derftood as done’before he went through the porch, 
and therefore fhould be rendered, when or after be 
bad fout the doors, &c. * wherefore in the Vulgate 
Latin verfion this claufe is put firft. 
¥.24. When he was gone out, bis fervants came, 
&c.] When Ebudwas gone through the porch, 
and out of the palace, the fervants of Eg/lon, who 
had been put out, came to the parlour-door to 
reaffume their former place, and finifh their bufi- 
nefs with the king, or in order to wait upon him 
as ufual: and when they faw, that bebald the doors 
of the parlour were locked, which they fuppofed 
were done by the king himfelf within-fide, hav- 
ing no fufpicion of Ehud: they faid, furely, ox per- 
haps, as Noldius ‘ renders it, be covereth his feet in 
his fummer-chamber ; that is, was eafing nature ; 
and as the eaftern people wore long and loofe gar- 
ments, when they fat down on fuch an occafion, 
their feet were covered with them; or they pur- 
pofely gathered them about their feet to cover 
them, and fo this became a modeft expreffion for 
this work of nature, fee 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. theugh 
* fome think that in that place, and alfo in this, is 
meant lying down to fleep; and that Eglon’s fer- 
vants fuppofed, that he had laid himfelf down on 
his couch in his fummer-chamber to take fleep, 
when it was ufual to cover the feet with long gar- 
ments, to hide thofe parts of nature, which other- 
wile might be expofed; and it muft be owned, 
that this feems more agreeable to a fummer-par- 
Jour than the former, and better accounts for the 
fervants waiting fo long as they did; and Fo/e- 
bus * is exprefs for it, that his fervants thought 
_ he had fallen afleep. Indeed, the Yews in after- 
times ufed the phrafe in the firft fenfe*, which 
feems to be taken from hence, 
9. 25. And they tarried until they were afhamed, 
&c.] And knew not what to think of it, or what 


methods to take to be fatisfied of the truth of the Szillingfleet °. 
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efcape, fo as to be out of the reach of purfuers ; 
or elfe the fenfe is, that even when they had open- 
ed the doors, and found the king dead, whilft 
they were in confufion at it, not knowing what to 
afcribe it to, the dagger being inclofed in the 
wound, and perhaps but little blood, if any, iffued 
out, being clofed up with fat, and fo had no fu- 
fpicion ot his being killed by Zbud; but rather 
fuppofing it to be an accidental fall from his feat, - 
and might .call in the phyficians to examine him, ~ 
and ule their fkill, if there were any hopes of re- 
covery ; all which prolonged time, and facilitated 
the efcape of Ehud: and paffed beyond the quarries, 
and efcaped to Seirath; he got beyond the quar- 
ries, which were by Gilga/, which fhows that. ic 
could not be at¥ericho, where the king of Moab was, 
as ‘Jofepbus thinks, but either in his own country 
beyond Yordan, though no mention is made of 
Ebua’s croffing Fordan, or however fome place 
nearer the fords of Fordan; fince Gilgal, from 
whence he returned, and whither he came again 
after he had killed the king of Moab, lay on that 
fide Of Fericho, which was towards Yordan; and 
this Sezrath he efcaped to, was in or near the moun- 
tain of Ephraim, as appears from the next verfe, 
but of it we have no account elfewhere ; but it is 
thought by fome learned men! to be the place 
where Seth’s pillars ftood, and they to be the 
engravings here fpoken of, which we tranflate 
quarries: the words of Fofephus ™ are, that the po- 
fterity of Seth, who very much ftudied aftrono- 
my, having heard that ddam foretold the deftruc- 
tion of the univerfe, at one time by fire, and at 
another by water, erected two pillars, one of 
{tone, and the other of brick, on which they infcribed 
their inventions (in aftronomy) that they might be 
preferved, and which remain to this day in the 
land of Siriad , but this account of Yo/ephus feems 
to be taken from a fabulous relation of Manetho, 
the Egyptian, and is abundantly confuted by Dr. 
JForchi interprets this of Seirath, a 
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that they could not detain the Jraelites under their 


thick as the hair on a man’s head, and fo a pro-|power any longer: and the land bad reft 80 years; 


per place to efcape to, and hide in; it may be 
it was the woody part of the mount Ephraim, fee 
Fofo. xvii. 18. 

¥. 27. And it came to pafs when he was come, 
&c.] That is, to Setrath, in the tribe of Ephraim: 
that he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim ; 
which being an high mountain, the found of the 
trumpet was heard afar off; and if Ebud’s de- 
figri was known to the J/raelites, what he intend- 
ed to do, this might be the token agreed on, 
fhovld he fucceed. to call them together, fee 
Fer. xxxi. 6. and the children of Irael went down 
with him from the mount, and he before them, be- 
ing there affembled together, and which might be 
the place before appointed for their rendezvous, 
and where and when he took the command of 
them, and went before them as their general. 

¥.28. And he faid unto them, follow after mé, 
&c.] This he faid to encourage them, putting 
himfelf at the head of them, fhewing himfelt 
teady to expofe his own life, if there was any 
danger: for the’ Lord hath delivered your enemies 
the Moabites into your bands, which he concluded 
from the fuccefs he had had in cutting off the king 
of ‘Moab, which had thrown the Moadites into 
great confufion and diftrefs, and from an impulfe 
on his mind from. the Lord, affuring him of this 
deliverance : and they went down after him from 


which, according to Bex Gerfom, are to be reckon- 
ed from the beginning of their fervitude, and that 
the reft properly was but 62 years, and fo both 
reft and fervitude were 80 years, as KX. J/aiah, and 
according to Abarbinel, the re{t was from the death 
of Othniel; and our bifhop Ufper o reckons this 
8oth year from the former reft reftored to it by 
Othniel; but others * are of opinion, that there 
were feveral judges at a time in feygral parts of the 
land, and that the land was at reft in one part, 
when there was war in another; and fo that at 
this time it was only the eaftern part of the land 
that had reft, while the weftern parts were diltreffed 
by the Pdiliftines, and the northern parts by Fabix 
king of Canaan, as in the following verfe, and 
che le Le 

¥.31. And after him was Shamgar the fon of 
Anath, &c.] That is, after the death of Ebud, 
when the people of J/rael were in diftrefs again 
from another quarter, this man was raifed up of 


God to be a judge and deliverer of them; but - 


who ‘he was, and who his father, and of what 
tribe, we no where elfe read: which flew of the 
Philiflines 600 men; who invaded the land, and 
came in an hoftile manner into it; or rather as it 
feems from ch. v. 6. they entered as a banditti of 
thieves and robbers, who pofted themfelves in the 
highways, and robbed travellers as they paffed, fo 


the mountain of Ephraim: and took the fords of \that they were obliged to leave off travelling, or 


ordan towards Moab; where the river was ford- 
able, and there was a paflage into the country of 
Moab, which lay on the other fide Fordan ; this 
they did to prevent the Moadites, which wete in 
the land of J/rae/, going into their own land upon 
this alarm, and thofe in the land of Moab from 
going over to help them: and /uffered not a man to 
pafs over ; neither out of J/rae/ into Moad, nor out 
ot Moab into Irael. 

¥.29. And they flew of Moab at that time about 
16,000 men, &c.] Who had been fent into the 
land of I/rael to keep it in fubjeCtion, or had fet- 
tled themfelves there for their better convenience, 
profit and pleafure ; itis very probable there were 
jome‘of both forts: @// lufly, and all men of va- 
four; the word for /u/ty fignifies fat, living in eafe 
for'a long time, and in a plentiful country, were 
grown fat; and according to Ben Gerfom, it fig- 
nifies rich men, fuch as had acquired wealth by 
living in the land of Canaan; or who came over 
Fordan thither, and fettled about Fericho, becaute 
of the delightfulnefs of the place, and others 
were ftout and valiant foldiers, whom the king of 
Moab had placed there to keep the land in fub- 
jection he had fubdued, and to fubdue what re- 
mained of it; but they were all deftroyed: and 
there efcaped not a man; for there being no other 
way of getting into the land of Moad, but at the 
fords of Fordan, they fell into the hands of the 
Lfraelites poffefled of them, as they made up unto 
them. 

¥. 30. So Moab was fubdued that day under the 
hand of Ifrael, &c.| Or the Moadites were broken, 
as the Targum, that is, their forces in the land of 
Trael; for the land of Moabé itfelf was not fubdued 


and brought into fubjection to the J/raelites; but|judged but one year. 


they were fo weakened by this ftroke upon them, 
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go through bye paths, and not in the public road ; 
and this man, who feems to have been called from 
the plough to be a judge of I/rael, as fome among 
the Romans were called from thence to be diéta- 
tors and deliverers of them from the Gauls: with 
an ox-goad, which he had ufed to pulh on his 
oxen with at ploughing, cleared the country of them, 
nd with no other weapon than this flew 600 of 
them, either at certain times, or in a body toge- 
ther ; which is no ways incredible, being ftrength- 
ened and fucceeded by the Lord, any more than 
Samfon’s laying 1000 men with the jaw-bone of 
an afs. 
forces of Bacchus with an ox-goad 4, which is faid 
to be done near Carmel, a mountain in Judea, which 
makes it probable that this is hammered out of the 
facred hiftory ; or that Shamger and Lycurgus are 
the fame, as Bochart conjectures’. The ox-goad, 
as now ufed in thofe parts, is an inftrument fit to 
do great execution with it, as Mr. Maundrel*, who 
faw many of them, defcribes it; on meaiuring 
them,, he found them to be eight feet long, at the 
bigger end fix inches in circumference, at the lefler 
end was a fharp prickle for driving thé oxen, and at 
the other end a {mall fpade, or paddle of iron, for 
cleanfing the plough from the clay: and he elfo 
delivered Ifrael, from thofe robbers and plunderers, 
and prevented their doing any further mifchief in 
the land, and fubjeéting it to their power, and fo 
may very properly be reckoned among the judges 
of J/rael; but how long he judged is not faid, per- 
haps his time is to be reckoned into the 80 years 
of re{t before mentioned ; or, as Abarbinel thinks, 
into the 40 years of Deborah, the next judge; and 
who alfo obferves, that their Rabdins fay, She 4 
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apa chapter fhows how that J/rael finning|fome of divers nations, or inhabited by workmen 
was delivered into the hands of Yadin king}of different countries ; or rather it was a wood ori- 
ot Canaan, by whom they were opprefléd twenty|ginally, as the name fignifies, to which many of 
years, ¥.15 253. and that Dedorab and Barak con-|the feven nations of the Canaanites fled: from be- 
julted togther about their deliverance, ¥. 4—g.|fore Fo/bua, and hid and fheltered themfelves, and 
and that Barak, encouraged by Deborah, gathered|in procefs of time built {trong towers and fortrefles 
fome forces and fought Siera the captain of Fa-in it, and became numerous and powerful ; and fo 
bin’s army, whom he met, and obtained a vic-|the Targum paraphrafes the words, ‘‘ and he dwelt 
tory over, ¥.10—15. who fleeing on foot to the|in the ftrength of the towers of the people ;” and 
tent of Fael, the wife of Heber, was received into|in other times, as Strabo relates *, the northern 
it, and flain by her while afleep in it, ¥. 16—22,|parts of the land of Canaan, as thofe were, where 
which iffued in a compleat deliverance of the chil-|Hazor and Harofbeth were, were inhabited by a 
dren of J/raél, . 23, 24. mixed people, Egyptians, Arabians and Phenicians ; 


fuch were they, he fays, that held Galilee, Fericho, 
¥.1. And the children of Ifrael again did evil in the| Philadelphia and Samaria. 


Sight of the Lord, &c.| Which wasthe fruit and ef-}_ ¥. 3. And the children of Ifrael cried unto the 
fect of the long reft and peace they enjoyed; and|Lord, &c.] Becaufe of their hard bondage, and 
which is often the cafe of a people favoured with|begged deliverance from it, being brought toa 
peace, plenty and profperity, who are apt to abufe/fenfe of their fins, and humbled for them: /for be 
their mercies, and forget God, the author and|ad goo chariots of iron; the fame with the-opucle 
giver of them and the principal evil, though not|t« dgeavnDoex5 chariots which earried fcythes at 
exprefled, was idolatry, worthipping Baalim, the|the fide of them, faftened to the orbs of the wheels*, 
gods of the nations about them; though it is}and were on both fides ; and in fome ftood out ten 
highly probable they were guilty of other fins,|cubits ’,which running furioufly among the infantry, 
which they indulged in the times of their peace}cut them to pieces in a terrible manner ; of which 
and profperity: whes Ehud was dead; Shamgar|Cyrus had in his army at firft but 100, afterwards 
is not mentioned, becaufe his time of judging J/-|increafed to 3007; and yet here a petty prince of 
rael was fhort, and the people were. not reformed|Canaan had goo of them; and which Fo/epbus* 
in his time, but fell into fin as foon as Ehud was|has increafed, beyond all belief, to the number of 
dead, and continued. Some chufe to render the|3000; which ftruck great terror into the I/raelites, 
words, for Ehud was dead‘, who had been the{and who therefore durft not attempt to thake off his 
inftrument of reforming them, and of preferving|yoke, but cried to the Lord for help: 20 years be 
them from idolatry, but he being dead, they fell| mightily oppreffed the children of I/rael ; as they in- 
into it again; and the particle vau is often to be|creafed their fins, and repeated their revolts, the 
taken in this fenfe, of which No/dius “ gives many|Lord increafed their oppreffions, and continued 
inftances. them the longer; the firft was only eight years, 
¥.2. Aud the Lord fold them, &c.] Delivered|the next 18, and this 20, and which was a very 
them into a ftate of bondage and flavery, where|heavy one; the other being foreign princes that 
they were like men fold for flaves, fee ch. iii..8.Joppreffed them, but this a Canaanitifh king, an 
into the hand of Fabin king of Canaan, that reigned\implacable enemy, and who doubtlefs ufed them 
in Hazor ; there was a city of this name, and althe more feverely for what they had done to his 
king of it of the fame name, as here, in the times|anceftors, killed his father or grandfather, burnt 
of Fofoua, which city was taken and burnt by|the city of Hazor, and deftroyed the inhabitants of 
him, and. its king flain, Fo/. xi. 1, 10, 11. and|lit in 3o/bua’s time; and the fervitude was the 
either the country about it is here meant, as Ze-|harder, and the more intolerable to the J/raelites, 
vicho in the preceding chapter is put for the coun-|that they were under a people whofe land had 
try adjacent to it; or this city had been rebuilt,|been given them to poffefs, and whom they had 
over which reigned one of the pofterity of the an-|expelled, and now were become fubject to them. 
cient kings of it, and of the fame name; or Fabin| y.4. And Deborah.a propbete/s, the wife of La- 
was a name common to the kings of Canaan, as} pidoth, &c.] Deborab was a name common to 
Pharach to the Egyptian kings; and by Canaan} women with the eaftern people, fee Gew. xxxv. 8. 
is meant, not the land of Canaaz in general, but|as Melijf/a, which is of the fame fignification with the 
a particular part of it inhabited by that, or fome|Greeks, and both fignify a dee, and to which De- 
of that nation or tribe, which was peculiarly fo|dorab anfwered in her induftry, fagacity and fweet- 
called: the captain of whofe hoft was Sifera; Fabin\nefs of temper, to her friends, and fharpnefs to her 
maintained a ftanding army to keep the people of|enemies: fhe was a prophete/s, and foretold things 
Jirael in fubjection, the general of which was Si-|to come, as the drawing of Si/era and his army to 
fera, of whom many things are after faid: which|a certain place named by her, the victory that 
dwelt in Harofheth of the Gentiles, not ‘fabin, as|fhould be gained over him, and the delivery of 
many underftand it, for he had his royal feat and}him into the hands of a woman. Who Lapidoth 
refidence in Hazor; but Sifera his general, and|was, or what is meant by the name, is notcertain ; 
where the army under his command was, This|moft take it to be the name of her hufband, which 
place had its name, either becaufe it was built by|feems beft, but who he was is not known; the 
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Jews will have him to be the fame with Barak,|\that he had commanded by her mouth: faying, 
there being, as they think, fome agreement in the|go and draw toward mount Tabor ; a mountain on 
names, Barak fignifying lightening, and Lepidoth| the border of Zebulun, and between the tribes of 
lamps ; but the whole context fhows the contrary, | Wachar and Naphtali, and fo lay very convenient 
that he was not her hufband. Some render the|for the inhabitants of thefe tribes co meet heres 
words, a woman of Lepidoth, taking it for the}of which fee the note on Fa. xix. 2z. here Barak 
name of her native place or habitation ; but where] is direéted to fteer his courfe, and betake himfelf, 
there was a place of this name, no account can be|and draw others with him by perfuafive motives 
given: fome fay fhe was fo called from her em-|and arguments, urging the command of God by | 
ployment before fhe was a prophetefs and judge,|Dedorab the prophetefs, and the affurance given. 
making wicks for the lamps in the fanctuary, as|from the Lord by her of victory over their ene- 
Farchi relates ; and others take it to be expreffive| mies, and deliverance from them ; for otherwife 
of her excellencies and virtues, which fhone in|the children of IJ/rael were in great fear of Yabin, 
her as lamps; the firft fenfe is beft: /he judged| becaufe of his large army, and iron-chariots: and 
Ifrael at that time ; toward the clofe of the twenty take with thee 10,c0o men of the children of Naphtali, 
years oppreffion under Fabin, being railed up of|4%d of the children of Zebulun? which were near 
God as other judges were, and eminently endowed] at hand, and were the tribes which perhaps were 
with gifts and grace ; fhe endeavoured to convince) Moft oppreffed, and therefore more eafily to be 
the people of their fins, exhorted them to repen-|perftaded to engage in this expedition; and the 
tance, and was a means of reforming them, and|number of them is fixed, as being fufficient for 
adminiftring juftice and judgment in all ¢afes|this fervice, and whofe hearts the Lord would en- 
brought before her; and which Yasin might ad-|gage in it, fo that Barak would have little to do 
mit*of, connive at, or take no notice of, fhe being| but to move it to them, and enforce it with pro- 
a woman, of whofe growing power and intereft he}per arguments; and as they would willingly offer 
had no jealoufy. themfelyes, as it appears afterwards they did, he 
y¥. 5. And foe dwelt under the palm-tree of De-\ Was at once to take them with him to mount Tador, 
Lorah, &c.} Her dwelling-houfé was under alon the top of which was a plain of 26 furlongs, 
palm-tree, or rather fhe fat under one, in the]as Zo/éphus ® fays, furrounded by a wall; thouglt 
open air, when the people came to her with their}Moderh travellers make it much lefs, on which 
cafes, and it was called from hence after her name ;|however he might draw up his army of 10,000 
though fome, as Abarbinel obferves, think it was|men, and mufter and exercife them. 
fo called, becaufe Deborah, the nurfe of Rebekab,| ¥.7. And I will draw unto thee, &c.] Which 
was buried here, and which was near Bethel, one|are the words of the Lord by Deborah, as are the 
of the places next mentioned, fee Ges. xxxv. 8.|preceding, fignifying, that by the fecret and power-~ 
between Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim ;\tul influence of his providence he would fo order 
which places were in the tribe of Benjamin in the|things, and the circumftances of them; and fo 
borders of Ephraim, fee ‘fof. xvi. 2. and xviii. powerfully operate on the mind and heart of the 
22,25. .The Fews conclude from the fituation|Cancanitifa general as to engage him to come #0 
of her, that fhe was a very opulent woman; the|¢he river Kifbon, Sifera the captain of Fabin's army, 
Targum is, ** the was dwelling in a city in Ataroth,| with his chariots, and his multitude ; called the an- 
Deborab was fupported of her own; fhe hadjcient river, the river Kifbon, ch. v. 21. According 
palm-trees in Jericho, orchards in Ramab, olives|to Mr. Maundrel*, the fountain of it was near the 
producing oil in the valley, a place of watering in| valley, at the bottom of mount Taber, where Barak 
Bethel, and white duft in the king’s mountain :”| was to have his army itt readinefs to attack Si/era ; 
and the children of Yrael came up to ber from all] and which river, according to the fame traveller ¢, 
parts of the land to the mount of Ephraim: for|cuts his way down the middle of the plain of Edra- 
sudgment ; to have her advice and counfel in mat-| elon, and then contiriuing his courie clofe by the 
ters of difficulty, and to have caufes between con-| fide of mount Carmel, falls into the fea at a place 
tending parties heard and decided by her, fo that! called Caypha, with which agrees the account of 
fhe might be truly reckoned among the judges. | Mr. Sandys *, who fays it flows from the mountains 
¥.6. And fhe fent and called Barak the fou of Abi-\ of Tabor and Hermon, and gliding by the north ikirts 
noam, out of Kede/b-naphtali, &c.| So called tojof Carme/, difchargeth itfelf into the fea, ‘This 
diftinguifh it from other places of the fame name,|river is fuppofed to be the Chor/eus of Ptolemy : 
this being in the tribe of Naphtali, and a city of|hither the Lord in his providence would incline 
refuge, Job. xx. 7. of which tribe and place Barak| the mind of Si/era to come with his large army and 
was, but who he and his father Adixoam were, we} chariots, and give Barak an opportunity to fall upon 
have no other account ; it feems clear from hence,{ him: avd I will deliver him into thine band; not - 
that he was not thé hufband of Deborah, as the|his perfon only, but his numerous hofts, and his 
Jews fay, or they would have lived together ; tho’} 900 chariots. 
according to Bea Gerfom, the lived feparate from| ¥.8. And Barak faid wato her, &c.]) To Debo- 
him, becaufe of the fpirit of prophecy that was upon|rah, after fhe had delivered the words of the Lord 
her ; however, in this miffion and meflage to Ba-|unto him: if thou wilt go with me, then I will 
rak, fhe acted not asa private perfon, but asa judge|go ; which fhewed faith in the word of the Lord, 
in Jrael, and as having and exercifing public|for which he is commended, and a readinefs 
power and authority: and faid unto him, when|to do the will of God, and courage to enga 
come to her upon her fummons : hath not the Lord|in fuch a work with a powerful adverfary, and is" 
God of Irael commanded, can any doubt be made|therefore reckoned among the heroes tor faith, 
of it? can Barak in the leaft queftion it, as if the| Hed. xi. 32. but if thou wilt not go with me, then 
fhould fay ? the interrogation carries in it a ftrong| Z will not go, which though it might diicover fome — 


affirmation, that the Lord had commanded, and] weaknefs in him, yet fhewed the high opinion he 
had 
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dent of Kain, a principal man among the Midian- 
ites; the Targum calls him the Salmean: which 
was of the children of Hobab the father-in-law of 
Mofes; who came along with the children of //- 
rael through the wildernefs into the land of Ca- 
naan, and firtt fettled about Jericho; and then re- 
moved into the wildernefs*of Judah, ch. i. 16. 
had fevered himfelf from the Kenites; which dwelt 
in the faid wildernefs ; to whom he belonged when 
this feparation was made, and on what account, 
is not certain. Adarbinel thinks, that it was done 
now, and with a defign to help J/rae/, that hear- 
ing Barak was gone up to mount Taser, and {ee- 
ing Sifera prepared to fight with him, he made 
as if he was difgufted with his own people, and 
feparated from them, that Yasin, with whom he 
was at peace, might the more confide in him ; 
when it was out of love to J/rae/, and with a 
view to affift them, as occafion fhould offer, that 
he removed ; but this is not very likely, as thefe 
Kenites were a people that kept themfelves from 
meddling with military affairs as much as poffible : 
and pitched bis tent unto the plain of Zaanaim, 
which is by Kedefh , for thefe people dwelt in tents 
as the Midianites did, from whence they fprung, 
and as the Scenite Arabs; and yet near to cities, 
as here, and in places fit for the pafturage of their 
cattle, in which they were chiefly employed, and 
here pitched upon a plain, where were fields and 
meadows: the Zargum calls it a plain of pools, 
where were pools of water for the watering of their 
flocks ; or rather it might be rendered the oak or 
grove of oaks of Zaanaim, the fame with Allon- 
zaanannim in Fob. xix. 33. fee the note there. 
This place lay between Hbarofbeth of the Gentiles, 
from whence Sifera came, and mount Tabor, where 
Barak was.. This little piece of hiftory is inferted 
here, partly to account for it, that there fhould be 
any Kenites here, when we are told before they fet- 
tled in the wildernefs of Yudab, and partly on ac- 
count of the following narrative of Si/era being 
flain by this man’s wife. 

y. 12. And they foewed Sifera, &c.} Either fome 
of the Canaanites that dwelt near Tabor, or fome 
fpies that Sifera had out; though fome think thé 
Kenites told him, who were at peace with Fadin, 
¥. 17. yet whether out of good-will or ill-will, 
cannot be faid: however, fo it was ordered by the 
providence of God, that by fome means or an- 
other Sifera fhould be informed, that Barak the 
on of Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor; and 
no doubt at the fame time he was told the number 
of men that went with him; from whence he 
might -well conclude, that fuch a warlike man, 
with fuch a force collected together, and having 
pofted himfelf in an high and ftrong mountain, 
muft have fome defign to. caufe a revolt of IJ/rael 
from ‘fadin his prince. 

¥.13. And Sifera gathered together all bis cha- 
riots, &c.] Or therefore, he gathered them toge- 
ther, which might lie fome in one place, and fome 


had of Deborah as a judge of J/rael, and prophe- 
tels of the Lord; being defirous that. he might 
have her with him to pray to God for him, to 
give him advice and -counfel on any emergency, 
fhe being as the oracle of God ; and whereby he 
teftified his regard to the Lord, and to his pre- 
fence, which he concluded he fhould have, the 
prophetefs being with hm; and more efpecially his 
reafon for infifting on her going with him, might 
be to prevail upon the inhabitants of Naphtali and 
Zebulun to go with him, who he might fear would 
not believe him, or pay any regard to his words, 
and bein dread of engaging with the enemy, un- 
lefs the was prefent ; which he fuppofed would fa- 
tisfy them as to the mind of God in it, and ani- 
mate them, and give them heart and {pirit. 

¥. 9. And foe faid, I will furely go with thee, 
&c.] - She made novhefitation about it, but agreed 
at once to go with him for his encouragement ; 
perceiving fome degree of weaknefs in him, and 
yet an hearty and fincere inclination to engage in 
the work propofed, and that this might be no hin- 
derance, fhe readily affents to it: adding, notwith- 
fianding the journey thou take, the way or courfe 
he f{teered, the methods he took in infifting on it 
that fhe fhould go with him: /hall not be for thine 
honour; as a general of an army, who is com- 
monly  folicitous to have the whole glory of an 
action: for the Lord fhall fell Sifera into the hand of a 
woman meaning either herfelf, for the being judge 
of //rael, and going along with him, would have 
the glory of the victory afcribed to her, as ufually 
is to the principal perfon in the army; and fo 
it would be faid in future time, that the Lord 
delivered Sifera and his army, not into the hand 
of Barak, but into the hand of Deborah, whereby 
he would not have all the honour which otherwile 
he would have, if fhe went not with him; or elfe 
Fael, Heber’s wife, is meant, into whofe hands 
Sifera did fall, and by whom he was flain; but 
this feems to have no connexion with Dedorah’s 
going, or not going with him, it did not depend 
upon that one way or another; unlefs it can be 
thought that thus it was ordered in providence as 
a rebuke of his diffidence and weaknefs, that be- 
caufe he would not go without a woman, Si/era 
fhould fall not into his hands, but into the hands 
of a woman; and if fo, this is a clear inftance of 
Deborah’s having a fpirit of prophefy, and of a 
prediction of a future contingent event: and De- 
borah arofe, and went with Barak to Kedefh ; that 
is, they went together from the palm-tree between 
Remab and Bethel in mount Ephraim, to Kedefs 
in mount Naphtali, in order to raife the 10,000 
men that were to fight with Siera. 

y. 10. And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to 
Kedefh, &c.} This he did either by the found of 
a trumpet, as bud did, or by fending mefien- 
gers to them to collect 10,000 men from among, 
them, which they accordingly did, and came to 
him in Kedefh: and he went up with 10,000 men 
at his feet ; they following him up to mount ZaéorJin another, for the better quartering of the men 
chearfully and readily, being all footmen; for the, that belonged to them: even 900 chariots of irons 
- Ifraelites had no cavalry, and yet got the victory|and which, as before obferved, are magnified by 
over Sifera’s army, which, according to Fofephus®,} Fofephus, and made to be 3000: and all the peo- 
had 10,000 horle in it: And Deborah went up\ple that were with him; his foldiers, Fabin’s army, 
with him; and his 10,000 footmen, to the top of|of which he was captain, and are called a multi- 
mount Tador, to encourage him and them with|tude, ¥. 7. and which, the above writer fays *, 
her prefence, and give her belt advice when to de-|confifted of 3c0,000 foot, and 10,000 horfe, be- 


fcend and engage the enemy. fides the iron-chariots : thefe he collected together, 

¥. 11. Now Heder the Kenisz, &c.] A defcen-|and brought with him, from Harofbeth of the Gen- 

; ; tiles ; 
oom ® Antiq. 1.5. c. §. §.1. » Ut fupra. 
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tiles; the place where he refided with his army, 
¥. 2. unto the river of Kifoon, which was near 
mount Tabor, the rendezvous of Barak and his 
men, fee ¥. 6, 7. 

¥.14. And Deborah faid unto Barak, up, &e.] 
Not go up higher, for they were upon the top of 
a mountain; but rife, bettir thyfelf, prepare for 
battle, put the army in rank and file, and march 
and meet the enemy without delay : for shrs is the 
day in which the Lord hath delivered Sifera into thine 
hand; by a {pirit of prophecy fhe knew this was 
the precife day, the exact time in which it was the 
will of God this deliverance fhould be wrought ; 
and fhe fpeaks of it as if it was paft, becaufe of 
the certainty of it, and the full affurance fhe had 
of it, and Barak might have; nor is what fhe fays 
any contradiction to what fhe had faid before, that 
Sifera fhould be fold or delivered into the hands 
of a woman, ¥. 9. for both were true, Si/era firft 
fell into the hands of Yae/, a woman, and then 
into the hands of Barak, and into the hands of 
both on the fame day: zs not the Lord gone out be- 
Jore thee? it was manifeft he was, at leaft to Debo- 
rab, who was fully affured of it, and therefore it 
became Barak and his men, and great encourage- 
ment they had to follow, fince as the Lord went 
before them as their generaliffimo, they might be 
fure of victory : perhaps there might be fome vi- 
fible appearance, fome fhining luftre and fplendor 
of the Shekinah, or divine majefty ; the Targum's, 
«is not the angel of the Lord gone out before 
thee, to profper thee?” fo Barak went down from 
mount Tabor, and 10,000 men after him; no men- 
tion is made of Deborab’s coming down with them} 
perhaps fhe ftayed on the mountain till the battle 
was over; nor might Barak be urgent upon her 
now to go with him, being confident of fuccefs, 
and having all the ends anfwered by her prefence, 
he could with for. 

¥.15. And the Lord difcomfited Sifera, and all 
his chariots, and all bis hoft, &c.| Frighted them, 
as the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, or 
difturbed them with a noife and tumult, as: the 
word fignifies ; with a noife in the heavens, which 
were in their ears, as Abarbinel obferves, like the 
noife of a large army, as was the cafe of the Sy- 
rians, 2 Kings vii. 6. and they faw, he fays, horfes 
and chariots of fire, and ‘the like, ‘which terrified 
thems and all this he fuppofes was done before 
Barak defcended from the mountain, fo that he 
had nothing to do when he came, but to purfue 
and kill, whereby it plainly appeared it was the 
Lord’s doing. ‘ofepbus ' fays, there was a great 
tempeft of rain and hail, and the wind blew the 
rain in their faces, which fo blinded their eyes, 
that their flings and arrows were of no ufe to them ; 
and they that bore armour were fo benumbed, that 
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ldid chariot? and this he might do in his frighty —— 


not confidering his horfes were fwifter than he: 
thus Homer reprefents a Trojen warrior leaping out 
of his chariot to efcape Diomedes, and another as — 
doing the fame to get clear of Achilles®& 90 

¥. 16, But Barak purfued after the chariot, and 
after the hoft, unto Harofbeth of the Gentiles, Sec.) 
The place from whence they came, and to which 
they endeavoured to efcape: but he followed them 
fo clofe all that way, and made fuch havock of 
them, that all the hoft of Sifera fell upon the edge 
of the fword, and there was noi a man left 3 “no not 
one, excepting Si/era, as in the next verfe > OF ever 
to one', as in the original text; not one efcaped to 
Hezor to acquaint fabin of the lofs of his army. 
Philo Byblias fays, that 997 thoufand of éz/era’s 
army were flain. 

¥.19. Howbeit, Sifera fled away on his feet, &c.} 
Got off, and made his efcape to the tent of Fael, 
the wife of Heber the Kenite, before Spoken of, y¥. 
ri, and he made to that, becaufe he might think 
himfelf fafer in a tent than in a town; and efpe- . 
cially in the tent of a woman, where he might 
imagine no fearch would be made; for women of 
note, in thofe times, had feparate tents, fee Gen. 
xxiv. 67. and the rather he made his efcape hi- 
ther for a reafon that follows : for there was peace 
between Fabin the king of Hazor, and the houfe of 
Heber the Kenite; which Fabin might the more 
‘readily come into, becaufe thefe were not [/raelites, 
tnor did they make any claim to the country, and 
‘lived only in tents, and attended their flocks, and 
were a quiet people, and not at all difpofed to 
war ; and it might be fo ordered by the provi- — 
‘dence of God, as a rebuke to the J/raelites for 
their fins, when thofe who were only profelytes 
/kept clofe to the worfhip of God, and fo enjoyed 
liberty, peace and profperity. 

¥.18. And Fael went out to meet Sifera, &c.J 
Seeing him coming, and knowing him full well, 
‘fhe ftept forward towards him, to invite him into 
her tent: fome think fhe was looking out, that if 
fhe faw any D/raelite in diftrefs to take him*in;° 
and very probably had been fome time at her tent- 
door, to enquire how the battle went, of which 
no doubt, living fo near Kedef, fhe knew was ex- 
pected : and faid unto him, turn in, my lord; that 
is, into her tent: and fhe addreffés him with the 
title of Jord, for the fake of honour, having been, 
general of a large army ; and not becaufe her huf- 
band was a fervant, and in fubjectioni to him, as 
Abarbinel fuggefts: turn in to me, fear not; the 
repeats the invitation, to fhew that fhe was hearty 
and fincere, and that he had nothing to fear from 
her, nor any in her houfe; and it may be at firtt 
fhe had no thought of doing what fhe afterwards 
did to him, ir being put into her heart after this : 


they could not hold their fwords. Something of | ad when be had turned in unto ber in the tent; and 


this kind is intimated by Dedorah in her fong, ch. 
v. 20, and this was accompanied or followed by a 
flaughter with the edge of the fword before Barak; 


the fright and dread they were put into, was in- 


creafed by the appearance of Barak, who fell upon: 


them in their confufion, and cut them to pieces : 
fo that Sifera lighted down off his chariot, and fled 
away on his feet; being very probably fwift of 
foot; and befides thought it fafeft to quit his cha- 
riot, which in the confufion was in danger of be- 
ing run againft by others; as alfo he might judge 
he fhould not be fo eafily difcerned who he was 
when on foot, as a common foldier, as in his fplen- 


1 Ut fupra, §. 42 
™ Tzemach David, fol. 216. 3. 


k Vid, Iliad. 5. & 20. 


laid himfelf down upon the ground, being weary : 
foe covered him with a mantle; either to hide him, 
fhould any fearch be made for him, or it may be 
to keep him from catching cold, being in a fwea 
through his flight, and being alfo perhaps inclined 
to fleep through wearinefs. The word for a man- 
‘tle, according to Kimchi, fignifies fuch a garment 
which has locks of wool on both fides of it, a 
fort of rug, and fo very fit to cover with, an 
keep warm. So David de Pomis ™ defcrib 
having locks and threads hanging down h 
there, Ste 


2 ¥. 19. 
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¥.19. And he faid unto ber, give me, I pray\with it : and went Softly unto him s lett fhe thould- 
thee, a kttle water to drink, for L am thirfly, &c.\\awake him: and [mote the nail into bis lemples 5+ 
Which might be occafioned by the heat of the|as he lay on one fide, thefe being the tendereft part 
battle, and by the heat of the day, and by heatlof the head, from whence they have their name in 
in running ; he afks for a little water, that being|the Hebrew language, and into which therefore a 
very defirable by perfons athirft. Some think he|nail, or iron pin might be more eafily driven: and 
did not afk for wine, becaufe he knew the Kenites|faftened it into the ground; fhe {mote the nail with 
did not drink any, and fo of courfe kept none in|fuch force and violence, that fhe drove jt through 
their tents; but though this was the cuftom of}both his temples into the ground on which he lay 
the Rechalites, who were the fame with the Ke-Jand then, as it feems from ch. v. 26. cut off his 
nites, Fer. xxxv. 8. yet it is very probable this|head, to make fure work of it: for he was faft 
cuftom had not yet obtained among them, fince it|a/eep and weary ; and fo heard not when the came 
was enjoined by /onadab their father, who lived in|to him: fo be died; not in the field of battle, but 
the times of Fehu, 2 Kings x. 15. and fhe opened|in a tent ; not by the fword, but by a nail; not 
a bottle of milk, and gave him to drink, which fhe|by the hand of a man, but of a woman, as Debo- 
did either out of courtefy, being a better liquor,|rah foretold, ¥. 9. 
or with defign to throw him into a fleep, which} y.22. And behold, as Barak purfued Sifera, &c.} 
milk inclines to, .making heavy, as all the Fewifh Knowing the way he took, at leaft as he fuppofed : 
commentators obferve; though Jo/epbus " has no} Fael came out to meet him; as the did Sifera, but 
authority to fay, as he does, that the milk fhe gave| with greater pleafure: and faid unto bim, come, 
him was bad and corrupt: and covered him ; again,| and I will foew thee the man whom thou feekeft ; for 
after he had taken a draught of milk, which it] fhe full well knew whom he was in purfuitof: and 
feems fhe poured into a difh with the cream on it,|awhen be came into her tent; at her invitation: de- 
fee ch. v. 25. hold, Sifera lay dead, and the nail was in bis tem- 

¥. 20. And he faid unto her, fiand in the door of|ples ; which the did not attempt to draw out, but 
the tent, &c.) This he faid, not in an imperious|left it there, that it might be feen in what way fhe 
way, as fome think, but by intreaty: and it /hall\had difpatched him. 
be-when any man foall come, and enquire of thee;| yf. 23. So God fubdued on that day, Fabin king of: 
fecing her at the door, and where he defired fhe|Canaan, before the children of Ifrael.| Freed I/rael 
would {tand to prevent their coming into the tent :|from fubjeCtion to him, and delivered him into the 
and fay, is there any man here? any befides what|hands of the J/raelites ; for Tofephus » fays, that as 
belongs to the family? or any of Si/éra’s army ?| Barak went towards Hazor, he met Fabin, and flew 
that thou foalt fay, no; there is no man; but to|him;. who perhaps having heard of the defeat of 
this fhe made no an{wer that is recorded. his army under Si/era, came forth with another 
¥. 21, Then Fael Heber’s wife took a nail of the\againtt I/rael, which being overcome by them, he 
tent, &cc.| When fhe perceived he was faft afleep,) was flain, and the city utterly deftroyed, as the 
and it being now put into her heart to kill him,{fame writer fays; but by what follows, it feems 
having an impulfe upon her fpirit, which fhe was|rather that the total conqueft of him was afters 
perfuaded by the effect it had upon her, that it]wards and gradually accomplifhed. 
was of God; not filling her with malice and re-|_ ¥. 24. Aud the hand of the children of Irael pro- 
venge, but a concern for the glory of God, thel/pered and prevailed againft Fabin the king .of Ca- 
intereft of religion, and the good of Jjrael, the}naan, &c.] They continued their wars with him, 
took this method to effect the death of this enemy }in which they were fuccefsful : wutil they had dea 
of God, and his people; having no arms in the|/rroyed Fabin king of Canaan; took him, and put 
houfe, for the Kenites ufed none, fhe took up an}him to death, and took his cities, and deftroyed 
iron pin, with which her tent was faftened to the|the inhabitants of them, and fo aéted more agree- 
ground :.aad took a hammer in ber band which|ably to the declared will of God, that they fhould 
perhaps fhe knew full well how to handle, being | not {pare the Canaanites, but deftroy them. 
ufed to drive the pins of the tents into the ground 


CHAP. V. 


Apne chapter contains a fong of praife on ac- | der’s wife, is particularly commended for her ex- 
count of the victories obtained over Fabin,|ploit in Maying Sifera, y. 24—27. and the mo- 
and his kingdom ; after an exhortation to praife is|ther of Sifera, and her ladies, are reprefented as 
given, and kings excited to attend to it; the ma-|wondering at his long delay, and as affured of his 
jeflic appearance of God at Seir, on Sinai, is ob- having got the victory, y. 28, 29, 30. and the 
ferved, to raife in the mind a divine veneration of |fong is concluded with a prayer for the deftruétion 
him, ¥.1—5. then the miferable ftate and con-|of the enemies of the Lord, and for the happinefs 
dition J/rael was in before thefe victories, and|and glory of them that love him, y. gi 
therefore had the more reafon to be thankful, y. 
_ 6,7, 8. the governors, and judges, and the peo-|_ y.1. Zhen fang Deborab and Barak the fon of 
ple that were delivered, together with Deborah| Abinoam, &c.] Deborah is firft mentioned, be- 
and Barak, are ftirred up to rehearfe the righ-|caufe fhe was, as Kimchi fays, the root or founda- 
teous acts of the Lord, and blefs his name, y.|tion of the work, the chief perfon in it, both in the 
g—13.and thofe who willingly engaged in the war| direction of the war, and in the compofition. of 
are praifed, and fuch who were negligent reproved, | this fong ; and indeed, as Ben Ger/om obferves, the 
and fome even curfed, ¥..14—23. but Feel, He-|alone compofed it, fee ¥. 7. and the verb is fin- 
; gular : 
: ® Ut fupra, ¢ Ibid. 
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gular: then fung Deborah ; and after her, and in 
her words, fung alfo Barak he joined with her, 
not in making the fong, but in finging it; and fo 
likewife the people of J/ael joined with her in 
finging it, as they did with Mo/es at the Red-/ea ; 
and this fong was fung o# that day 3 not on the 
precife day on which the victory was obtained 
over Sifera and his atmy, but on occafion of that 
memorabte day, and what followed upon it : /ay- 
ing ; the following divine hymn or fong, penned 
by Deborah, under divine infpiration, as the fub- 
limity of the ftile, the fine and noble thoughts 
and fentiménts that are in it, the beautiful and 
elegant phrafes in which they are expreffed, abun- 
dantly fhew ; no Sappho, or any Grecian poetefs, 
nor indeed any poet whatever, un-infpired, being 
equal to the writer of this poem. 

¥. 2. Praife ye the Lord for ths avenging of Ij- 
rael, &c.] The injuries done to I/rael by any of 
their enemies, and particularly what wrongs had 
been done them by Fadin king of Canaam for 20 
years paft; though fome underftand it of the 
vengeance God took on J/rae/ for their fins; and 
though praife is not given direétly for that, yet 
inafmuch as when that was the cafe, there were fome 
whofe fpirits were ftirred up to engage voluntarily 
in the deliverance of them from the oppreffion of 
‘ their enemies, it was matter of praife: when the 
people willingly offered themfelves ; to go and fight 
for J/rael againft their enemies, particularly thofe 
of the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, y. 18. tho” 
not excluding others that joined, who could not 
have been forced to it, had they not freely offered 
themfelves ; and which was owing to the fecret in- 
fluence of divine providence on their hearts, moving 
and drawing them to this fervice; and therefore 
praife was due to the Lord on this’account, who 
works in the hearts of men both to will and to do, 
as in things fpiritual and religious, fo in things na- 
tural and civil. 

¥. 3. Hear, O ye kings, give ear, O ye princes, 
&c.] Not only the neighbouring ones, but all the 
kings andprinces of the earth, far and near, then 
and in fucceeding ages ; Deborah defires and wifhes 
that all potentates might hear of the wonderful 
works of God done for his people, that they 
might learn to know there is one that is higher than 
they, to whom all the amazing things done in the 
world are to be afcribed; and be cautious how 
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they opprefléd the people of God, fince fooner or} 


later he would avenge them on them. ‘The Yar- 
gum reftrains this to the kings that came with Sé- 
fera andthe governors with Jasin, but if there 
were any fuch, as it is not improbable there were, 
fee y. 19. yet it is moft likely that they were flain 
with them: there are fome, as Kimchi obferves, 
who think this refpects the people of IJ/rae/, who 
were all the fons of kings; but the firft fenfe is beft : 
T even I will fing unto the Lord, I will fing praife to 
the Lord God of Ifrael ; which are the words of 
Deborah particularly, and the repetitions ferve to 
exprefs how cordial, earneft, and vehement fhe 
was in her praife and thankfulnefs ta God; there- 
by fetting an example to others, encouraging them 
to the fame practice, and directing perfons of 
every rank and quality to give praife only to e- 
hovab, the felf-exifting, everlafting, and unchange- 
able Being ; to him who is the Lord and God of 
Praelin a peculiar manner, and not to any of the 
gods of the Gentiles. 


GE S. 


properly. begins the fong, what goes before being, 


buta preface to it; and it begins with an apoftrophe — 


to the Lord, taking notice of fome ancient ap- 
pearances of God for his people, which were al- 
ways matter of praife and thankfulnefs ; and the 
rather are they taken notice of here, becaute of 
fome likenefs between them, and what God had 
now wrought ; and this paffage refers either to the 
giving of the law on Sinai, as the Targum and 
Farchi ; fee Deut. xxxiii, 2. 
Ezra, Kimchi, and others,, to the Lord’s going be- 
fore I/rael, after they had encompafied the land 
of Edom, and marched from thence towards the 


which ftruck terror into all the nations round about 
them, and the prophecies of A4o/es in his fong be- 


dread and terror are expreffed in the following figu- 
rative phrafes : the earth trembled , and the like f- 
gure Homer * ufes at the approach of Nepiune, 
whom he calls the fhaker of the earth, perhaps 
borrowed from hence ; it may defign the inhabi- 
tants of it, the Amorites,, Moabites, Edomites, Phi- 


dropped, the clouds alfo dropped water ; which as it 
may literally refer to the ftorm and tempeft o 
rain that might be then as now ; fee ch. iv. 15. fe 
may figuratively exprefs the panic great perfonages, 
comparable to the heavens and the clouds in them, 
were thrown into, when their hearts melted like 
water, or were like clouds diffolved into it. 

y¥. 5. The mountains melted from before thé Lord, 
&c.] The inhabitants of them through fear, the 
Lord going before J/rael in a pillar of cloud and 
fire, and delivering mighty kings and their king- 
doms into their hand : even that Sinai from before 
the Lord God of Ifrael ; or, as that Sinai, the note 
of fimilitude being wanting ; and the fenfe is, the 
mountains melted, juft as the famous mountain Si- 
nai in a literal fenfe did, when it trembled and 
quaked at the prefence of God on it; the tokens of 
it, the fire and fmoke, thunders, lightenings, and 
tempefts there feen and heard; and which being 
obferved, would call to mind the benefit J/rae/ then 
received, which required praife and thankfuinefs, 
as well as would ferye to exprefs the awe and reve- 
‘rence of God due unto him. ' 

y. 6. Inthe days of Shamgar, the fon of Anath, 
&c.] Of whom fee ch. iv. 31. who fucceeded 
Ebud as ajudge, but lived not long, and did not 
much 3; at leaft wrought not a perfect deliverance 
of the children of J/rae/;. but during his time till 
now, quite through the twenty years of Fadia’s 
oppreffion, things were as they are after deferibed : 
in the days of Fael, the wife of Heber the Kenite; 
{poken of in the preceding chapter, who appears 
to be a woman of a mafculine {pirit, and endea- 
voured to do what good fhe could to J/rae/, tho” 
not a judge among them, as Yarchi fuggefts; and 
who before this affair of Séfera had fignalized her- 
felf by fome deeds of hers in favour of Jrael, 
and againft their enemies, yet far from putting a 
ftop to the outrages committed ; for in the times 
of both thefe perfons, the highways were unoccu- 
pied, and the travellers walked through by-ways ; 
the public roads were fo infefted with thieves and 


robbers, who ftopped all ‘they met with, and rob- _ 


bed them of what they: had, that travellers and 


¥. 4. Lord, when thou wenteft out of Seir, when|merchants with their carriages were obliged either 
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Tliad, 13. v. 18, 34, 44. 


» Chiat atk abaa 


thou marched owt of the fields of Edom, &c.] Here 


or rather, as Abe. 
land of Canaan, when they fought with Sibon and 


Og, kings of the Amorztes, and conquered them 5 — 


gan. to be fulfilled, Exod. xv. 14, 15. and which’ 


liftines, Canaanites, and others: and the heavens . 
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to quit their employments, and not travel at all {in not providing themfelve$ with arms, or not tas 
or if they did, were obliged to go in private roads, king care of them in a time of peace ; fo that 


and round-about ways, to keep clear of thofe rap-|when war came into their gates, they had nothing 


parees the highways and public roads abounded|to defend themfelves with, or annoy their enemies 


with, 


* 
om: 


or to their cowardice, not daring to take up a 


y. 7. The inhabitants of the villages ceafed, &c.]\fhield or fpear in their own defence ; or to the 
Not only did thofe Canaaniti/h robbers go upon thelenemy, Fabin king of Sanean, having difarmed 


highway, and robbed all they met with, which 
made travelling difficult and dangerous ; but en- 
tered into the villages and-unwalled towns, and 
broke into houfes and plundered them ; fo that the 
inhabitants of them were obliged to quit their dwel- 
lings, and go into the fortified cities for fecurity ; 
by which means the villages were left empty, and 
in time fell to ruin, and ceafed : they ceafed in If- 
rael; for they were the villages which belonged to 
the J/raelites that were plundered, and not thote 
that belonged to any of the Canaanites ; and thefe 
were the unhappy circumftances J/rael were under 
until that I Deborah arofe, that I arofe a mother in 
frael , until it pleafed God to raife her up, and en- 
dow her in a very wonderful and extraordinary man- 
ner with gifts, qualifying her to be a nurfing mo- 
ther to J/rae/, to teach and inftruct them in the 
mind and will of God, to adminifter judgment 
and juftice to them, to. protect and defend them, 
and in all which fhe difcovered a maternal affection 
for them ; and as a good judge and ruler of a 
people may be called the father of them, fo the, 
being a woman, is with propriety called a mother 
in Jrael, having an affectionate concern for them 
as her children: now, till fhe arofe, there was no 
perfect falvation and deliverance wrought for them, 
fince the death of Ehud, even throughout the days 
of Shamgar and Fael, which is. obferved to excite 
praife and thankfulnefs on the prefent occafion, 
which hereby became the more illuftrious. 

¥, 8. They chofe new gods, &c.} Thatis, Lrael, 


them that they might not be able to make a revolt 
from him, and recover their liberties. Ben Ger/oim 
refers it to the times of o/va, when there was no 
need of a fhield and fpear among the 40,000 of the 
children of Reuben, Gad,.and Manafeh, that came 
over Fordan with him, fince God fought for them ; 
and the Targum feems to underftand it of Si/era’s 
army, that came againft J/rac/ with fhields, {pears, 
and {words ; and makes the number of them to be 
in all 300,000, which is juft the number of foot 
foldiers Yo/ephus makes his army to confift of ; and 
yet though fo numerous, and fo well armed, could 
not ftand before Barak with 10,000 men only ; fee 
the note on ch. iv. 13. the words rather refer to 
the inteftine war of the Benjamites with the J/rael- 
ites, when 40,000 of the latter were killed, which 
was before the times of Deborah, ch, xx. 21, 25. 
¥. 9. My heart is towards the governors of If- 
racl, &c.| Moft of the ew commentators in- 
terpret this of their wife men and fcribes, who 
were willing to teach the people the law and the 
commandments, even in times of trouble, and did 
not ceafe from doing it on that account, and there- 
fore Deborah prailes them for it; fo the Targum ; 
but Kimchi and Ben Melech underftand by them the 
reat men of the nation, their nobles and rulers, 
who enacted good laws and.ftatutes; or at leaft 
took care to fee that the good laws they had were 
putin execution ; and thefe had a fhare in the af- 
feétions and good wifhes of Deborah, and that 
chiefly for the following reafon : that offered them- 


as moft of the Fewifh commentators interpret it 5| (elves willingly among the people ; to go along with 


for the verb is fingular, and J/rae/ agrees well with 
it : this they did after the death of Fo/bua ; it re- 
fers to their firft idolatry, begun by Micah, ch. 
xvii. they chofe other gods than the true God ; 
Baalim and Afbtaroth they are faid to ferve, ch. ii. 
11,13. and ili. 7. and befides the gods of the Ca- 
naanites and Phenicians, they fought after and in- 
troduced new ones from other places, or the fame 
may be meant ; fince all befides the true God, the 
eternal Yebovab, the antient of days, and everlaft- 
ing king, are new gods that lately fprung up ; 
the Arabic and Syriac verfions are, ** God chofe a 
new king ;” fo Ben Gerfom; to perfect this won- 
der; for not only Sifera and his army were drawn 
to the gates of J/rael to a proper place to fall in, 
but the viclory was not obtained by J/rae/ by their 
own force and ftrength ; for they had no weapons 
of war, nota fhield nora fpear, but for a very few 
men, but it was the Lord that fought for them in 
a new way ; the former fenfe feems beft, and agrees 
with what follows: then was war in the gates , 
when they fell into idolatry, then God fuffered the 
judgment of war to come upon them, even into 
the gates of their fortified cities, which were the 
fecurity of them, and where were their courts of 
judicature, but by war difturbed and made to ceafe: 


them, and march at the head of them, to fight 
Sifera and his army; thereby fetting a good ex- 
ample, and animating the people’to battle, and 
infpiring them with courage and irt-epidity ; when 
they faw their chiefs and the heads of them expo- - 
fing their lives with them in defence of their coun- ° 
try, and the rights of it: dle/s ye the Lord; for 
giving them fuch fpirits, to engage fo willingly in 
this fervice, and for giving them fuccefs in it. 
¥.10. Speak ye that ride on white affes, &c.] 
Though in fome countries as in ours it is reckoned 
difgraceful to ride on affés ; fo Leo Africanus * makes 
mention of a preacher in 4/7ica, who was called 
the afs-rider, becaufe he was continually fitting on 
an afs ; yet in Fudea, where. there were no horfes, 
or very few, it was accounted honourable; fo it 


‘was in the time of our Lord; for his riding on an 
afs to Ferufalem was not mean and difgracetul, but 


honourable and glorious : and {fo it certainly was 
in thofe early times of the judges ; for we read of 
the fons of two of them, which were very nunie- 
rous, that rodeon affes colts, ch. x. 4. and xii. 
14. and it feems that white affes were the moft va~ 
luable, and chiefly ufed by great perfonages. The 
afs in the Hedrew language has its name from red- 
nefs, that being the ufual colour of them in thofe 


was there a foield or {pear feen among 40,000 in|parts ; and hence they were hatetul to the Egyp- 
Jjrael? though the number of the U/raehtes were|tians, becaufe that their Zyphon was of that co- 
feveral hundred thoufands, yet there were not tojlour® ; but there were fome that were white, as 
be feen among them fhields and fpears fufficient for|there are wild ones now of that colour. A tra- 
40,000 ; OF not one among 40,000 was armed ;/veller “in thofe parts in the beginning of the laft 
which was owing either to their negligence and floth|century tells us, that on the banks of the £y- 
; phrates 

» Defctiptio Afric, 1. 5. p. 574. © Plutarch. de Ifide, 4 Cartwright’s Preacher’s Travels, p. 106, 
& 
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places of drawing water for their flocks or other 


phrates they beheld every day great droves of wild 
beafts, as wild affes al/ white, &c. The word wejufes, which laid them under obligation to do as di- 
tranflate white is Zechorot, and perhaps may de-/rected in the next claufe. 
{cribe the fame animal the Ethiopians call Zecora,\rendered, ‘* becaufe of the voice of thofe that 
and fome Zebra ; faid to excel in beauty all four-;number (fheep and other cattle) ac the places of 
footed creatures in the whole world. It is an]drawing water*;” which now they could do, being 
animal of the bignefs of a mule, found in the woods/a time of peace ; and for which the pertons be- 
beyond Abyfinia, is eafily tamed, and is the fre-|fore defcribed ought to be thankful: there foal 
quent and chief prefent of the kings of that coun-| they rebearfe the righteous atts of the Lord, coming 
try ; about its loins is a circle of a black colour,|to thofe places again, it would put chem in mind to 
in the form of a girdle, which is followed with} what hazards and dangers they had been expofed 
more on each fide, according to the part of the|formerly by the enemy, but now were freed from ; 
body, fome broader, others narrower, both black andjand this would lead them to difcourfe of and re- 
white, or of anafh colour, fo neat that they feem to/peat the righteous dealings of God in taking ven- 
exceed the art of the moft eminent painter ; its only} geance on their enemies, and delivering theni from 


The words are by fome - 


deformity are its ears, which are long ; hence it is 
called by the Portugue/e the wild afs, tho’ wrongly ; 
of what value and efteem it was, appears from the 
Jarge price it has been fold for; one that was the 
gift of a king to a Turkifh governor, was fold to 
an Indian for 2000 pieces of Venetian money, to 
make a prefent of to the great Mogor, king of the 
Indians ° , which was the value of goo pounds. 
Thofe that rode on thefe creatures were the princes 
and nobles of J/rael; though they are generally in- 
terpreted by the ews/b commentators of mer- 
chants that rode from place to place about bufi- 
nefs ; and thefe are called upon to fpeak of the 
wonderful things God had done for J/rae/, in free- 
ing them from the bondage of the Canaanites,’ fo 
that thefe nobles or merchants might ride about the 
country, without any fear ; and to difcourfe of them 
to others, and in their meditations give praife to 
God on account of them: ye that fit in judgment , 
which feems to defcribe judges upon the bench, 
fitting to hear and try caufes, and pafs righteous 
judgment ; thefe are alfo exhorted to give thanks 
tothe Lord, that they were now reftored to their 
feats of judgment, from which they were driven; 
or where they could not peaceably exercife their of- 
fice, which they now might and did: Cocceius 
renders the word on meafures, as if thefe were per- 
fons that prefided over meafures, and took care 
that they were juft and right. Though Kimchi 
and Ben Melech fay, that Middin, which we render 
in judgment, is either the name of a city in the 
book of Fofbua, ch. xv. 61. fee the note there ; 


them :. even the righteous aéis towards the inhabi- 
tants of his villages in I/rael, they being now in 
no danger of having their houfes broke open, and 
their fubftance plundered as before, y. 7, then fall 
the people of the Lord go down to the gates; either 
of their enemies, purluing them unto them, as 
they did ch. iv. 16. or rather, to the gates of their 
own cities, where they had now free egrefs and re- 
erefs ; and thofe that were in the fortified cities, 
who had fled thither from the villages becaufe of 
the rapine of the enemy, now would go down to 
the gates, and pafs through them, and return to 
their villages again; or elfe the meaning is, that 
the people would now frequent as formerly the 
courts of judicature held in the gates of their ci- 
ties, to have juftice done them, and be in no fear 
of being difturbed by theenemy, as before. 

y.12. Awake, awake, Deborah, awake, awake, 
utter a fong, &c.] Lither perceiving fome languor 
and remifinefs in her fpirits, whilft fhe was deliver- 
ing this fong, and therefore aroufes herfelf to at- 
tend to this fervice with more ardour and zeal ; 
or rather finding herfelf more imprefied with. a 
fenfe of the great and good things the Lord had 
done for J/rael, calls upon her foul to exert all its 
powers in celebrating the praifes of the Lord, and 
therefore repeats the word awake fo often as fhe 
does : arife, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, 
thou fon of Abincam ; for though the whole army 
of Sifera was deftroyed, that not a man was left, 
ch, iv. 16. yet as Barak purfued to Harafheth of 
the Gentiles, many there and in other places which 


or the name of a way ‘ well known in which they} fell into his hands, that belonged to Fabin, might 
were afraid to go becaufe of the enemy, but now|be taken captive by him ; and though the Canaan- 
Went in it with fafety, and therefore had reafon to|ztes were to be flain, yet they might firt be led 
fpeak well of God, and praife his name ; but this|captive in triumph; and befides, there 3 ol be 


is rather intended in the next claufe : and walk by|fome of other nations that were taken by hi 
the way; the common people that travelled from|this war; fee P/ Ixviii. 18. 2 


place to placeon bufinefs, who before were obliged 


im? id 
oe! + | 


¥. 13. Then he made bim that remaineth, 8ec.} 


to leave the public roads, and go in by-ways, ¥.|The people of //rae/ that remained, who had been 


6. but now could travel in the common road with- 
out fear, and therefore ought to be thankful. 


under the yoke of Yasin king of Canaan; under 
which many of the‘ J/raelites very probably died ; 


¥.11. They that are delivered from the noife of\but now the few mean and miferable that 


archers, inthe place of drawing water, &c.| Mean- 
ing either the army of the J/raelites, delivered from 
the archers of Sifera’s hoft at the river Kifbon ; or 
fuch perfons, as maidens and others, that went out 
of the cities to fountains and wells of water, to 
fetch water from thence for their neceffities, but 
were frightened by the noife of archers that fhot at 
them ; or fhepherds who led their flocks to water 
them there, but were repulfed or flain by archers 
that lay in wait in woods or lurking places there- 


remained, were raifed to an high eftate, and made 
to have dominion over the nobles among the people ; 
that is, over the Canaanitifh nobility, that ‘were 
among the people under fasin 5’ but he being con- 
quered by the J/raelites, his people and even his 
nobles became fubjecét to them ; «and this was'the 
Lord’s doing, as the following words thew + be 
Lord made me have dominion over the mighty’y that 


is, Deborab,*to whom God gave domition éither 
over the. mighty ones of //rael, being re up 0 


about ; but now the country being cleared of them, |be their judge ; or over the mighty Canaanite 
they could without fear have recourfe to thefeJhaving a concern in the conqueft of them 


®* Ludolph, Ethiop, Hift. 1.1. c. 10. Vid. Philoftorg. Ecclef. Hift. 1. 3, ¢. 11. 


fol. 19. 3. ® So Cocceius, Noldius, p. 561. N°: 
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triumpli over them, through her direétion; advice;|the tribe of [achar :? aid alfo Barak he was fent 
command, and prefence, though a woman. - \on foot into the valley ; which was at the bottom of 
y. 14. Out of Ephraim was there a root of them mount Tabor, from whence he was fent down by 
againft amalek, &c.| -In this and fome following|Deborab, when Sifera’s army was come thither ; 
vetfes, Deborah makes mention of the tribes that jand where he went chearfully on foot at the head of 
were aiding and affifting in this war, and of thofe|his 10,000 men, to engage Siféra with his horfé 
that were not; and begins with Ephraim, where|and chariots; and which latter were capable of 
the herfelf dwelt; ¥.4, 5. who was the root, foun-|doing, great execution in the valley, by running 
dation, and fource of this expedition, that under al/amone the foot, and cutting them in pieces with 
divine influence direéted, animated, and encouraged|the {cythes at the fide of them; but Barak, fearlefs 
to it; and by whom, and from whence, a detach-jof danger, readily obeyed the command of the 
ment was fent againft the malekites, who up-|judge and prophetefs, believing it was of God : 
on all occafions were ready to affift the Canaanites,|or the words may be rendered, as by Noldius*, 
and now were about to doit; and to prevent their|as Iachar, fo Barak, be was fent, &c. the one as 
junétion, a party was fent from Ephraim, and by|the other, with equal readinefs and chearfulnefs, 
the Ephraimites ; though the Targum, and the(courage and intrepidity, defcended the mountain, 
Fewifo commentators in general refer this to a paft|at the order of Deborah, and took the field in the 
action, which Dedorah here commemorates and ce-{ open plain, to engage with Si/era and his numerous 
lebrates; and underftand by root Fofbua, who} hoft: for the divifion of Reuben there were great 
was of that tribe, and who difcomfited Amalek and| thoughts of heart; either for their divifions among 
his people with the edge of the fword, Ewed. xvii.|themfelves in their own councils, fome being for 
13. after thee Benjamin among thy people, which|going over Fordan to affift their brethren the J- 
the fame Targum and the fame writers interpret of |raelites againft Fabin, and free them from his yoke, 
a future fact, and as fpoken of by way of pro-|pitying their diftrefléd ftate and condition; and 
phecy ; and fuppofe that Sau/ of the tribe of Ben-|others wete for keeping at home, and taking care 
jamin is meant, and the people of Benjamin, the|of their flocks, and not intermeddle in the quar- 
two hundred thoufand footmen he took with him,|rel; judging it to be moft for their worldly peace 
and fought againft Amalek, and deftroyed them,|and profit, to obferve a neutrality : by reafon of 
+ Sam. xv. butit is rather to be underftood of the/which divifions no affiftance was given. Or for 
tribe of Benjamin -in general, which at this time)their divifions and feparations from their brethren 
went out againft Amalek, to prevent their giving|the J/raelites, from whom they were not only fepa- 
any affiftance to Fabin king of Canaan, and wholrated by the river Fordan, but in their affections to 
were followed in it by a party of the Epbreimites ;|\them, and regards for them ; keeping at a diftance 
fo that Benjamin has the greateft honour given it,|from them, when their help was required : and this 
partly as it was firft in this affair, ‘and partly as it} conduét of theirs caufed many thoughts of heart 
was general, the whole tribe engaged, whereas only|in Deborah and Barak, in the princes and people of . 
a few in Ephraim, and thofe ftimulated by the ex-| Jel, who could not well underftand the reafon of 
ample of Benjamin: out of Machir came down go-\it ; and which caufed much grief and uneafinefs 
vernors ; Machir was the only fon of Manaffeb,\of mind, that fo powerful a tribe, and who had 
and therefore this muft refpect that tribe, half of} been affifting to them in the conqueft of the land, 
which was fettled on the other fide Sfordan, and to|and lay convenient to help them, yet fhould be fo 
which Farchi and other Yewi/h writers afcribe this, | very indifferent to them. 
and fuppofe it refers to the princes and great men| y.16. Why abode thou among the fheepfolds, to 
of it, who fubdued the Amorites, and took the|bear the bleatings of the flocks ? &c.] This tribe 
60 cities of Argod in the time of Mofes; though|abounded with flocks and herds, and. therefore 
Kimchi and Ben Gerfom underftand it of fome of|chofe the country on the other fide Fordaz, as fuit- 
them that came from thence to affiftin this war ;|able for them ; and now at this critical juncture, 
but it is clearly fuggefted in y. 17. that they abode}they judged it wifeft, and their beft policy, to abide 
beyond Fordan, and gave no affiftance at all; it}by them, and the care of them ; left by inter- 
therefore muft be underitood of the half tribe of|meddling, fhould Fabia prevail, he might be pro- 
Manaffeh, within Jordan, from whence came great|voked to fall upon them, and take them from 
perfonages, with a number of men nodoubtalong|them; wherefore the bleatings of their flocks, and 
with them, to lend an helping hand againft the Ca-| the whiftlings of the fhepherds that kept them, 
naanites; or to be employed as affiftants under Ba-| founded louder in their ears, and more engrofied 
rak in this expedition : and out of Zebulun they that\their attention, than the groans and cries of J/rael 
handle the pen of the writer ; which being a mari-|under oppreffion’; or than the foundings of the 
time tribe, and employed in trade and navigation,|trumpet, the alarm of war, or the loud calls of 
had many clerks famous for their readinefs in hand-| Deberah and Barak ; being under the influence of 
ling the pen ; but thefe through a zeal forthe com-|a carnal, worldly fpirit, and wanting affection and 
mon caufe dropped their pens, and took to the|fympathy towards their brethren, about which De- 
fword, in vindication of the rights and liberties of | orah here expoftulates with them : for the divifions 
themfelves and their brethren ; for which they are| of Reuben there were great fearchings of heart ; this 
juftly commended. i is repeated to fhew how much the prophetefs, the. 
y. 15. And the princes of Iffachar were with De-| general of the army, the princes and people, were 
borah,.8ec.) On mount Tabor, whitherthey came | affected with this conduct of the tribe of Reuben ; 
to offer theméelves to join in the war againtt Fadia ;|it gave them much pain and uneafinefs, occafioned 
or to affift’ with their counfels, the men of this] many enquiries, caufed much difcourfé and con- 
tribe being underftanding of the times, to know|verfation, and’ put them upon thinking, and greatly 
what J/rael ought to do, 1 Chron. xii. 32. even J/-|exercited their minds, what fhould be the meaning 
facha# ; not:the princes only, but. the whole tribe} of their behaving after this manner. Cocceius takes 
alfos fo the Targum paraphrafes it, ‘* the reit of|thefe words to be fpoken ironically, and renders 


them, 
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them, “ at the rivers of Reuben were great men inj be thé fame with Kijbon here, Jop. xi 5. fee Pi. 


fearchings of heart ;” there were wildom, pru- 
dence, counfel, fearching and difcerning of f{pi- 
tits, preferring their flocks to the people of God. 
y. 17. Gilead abode beyond Jordan, &c.] A 
country which lay on the other fide Jordan, and 


Lxxxili. Oipietaiets wos 

¥. 1g. The kings came, &c.] Who were with 
Sifera, as the Targum adds; unlefs Deborab can be. 
thought to refer to the battle, fuppoted to be fought 
about the fame place, between fo/bua and the 


was given by Mojes, half of it to the tribes of} kings in confederacy with Yabin, Jofb. x. 1, 7- 


Reuben and Gad, and the other half to the half 
tribe of Manaffeb, Deut. iii. 12, 43. and being 
here diftinguifhed from Reuben, it feems that not 
only that tribe, but alfo the tribe of Gad, and the 
half tribe of Manaffeh, on that fide Jordan, came 
not to the help of J/rael ,; but abode where they 
were, attending their flocks and herds, and pre- 
ferring their own private profit to the public good ; 
yet as Gilead was given to Machir, Deut. iii. 15. 
and fome are faid to come out from thence to ferve 
in this expedition, ¥. 14. fome read the words, as 


then fought the kings of Canaan in Taanach by the 
waters of Megiddo; the other kings of Canaan, 
which came into the affiftance of Yaéim, either in 
the times of Fo/oua ; or rather, which now joined 
Sifera’s army, in thofe places, which both belonged 
to Manafféh, but were in the tribe of Jfachar, of 
which fee the note on o/b. xvii. 13. and were at 
fome diftance from each other, as appears by the 
villages and country around, and belonging to 
each; and fuch was the largenefs of Si/era’s army, 
reinforced by thofe kings, that according to the 


Kimchi obferves, with an interrogation, did Gilead|Targum it reached from Taanach to Megiddo ; the 


abide beyond Jordan? no, he did not ; though his 
fituation was beyond it, as well as Reuben’s, yet 


fame is obferved by the Fezws/h commentators ; the 
waters of Megiddo are the fame with theriver Ki- 


he did not continue there, but came over to help|/soz, which ran near the city : they took no gain of 


his brethren ; and fo this is introduced to upbraid 
Reuben, and leave him without excufe, fince he 
could as well have left his flocks as Gilead did, and 
come over to the help of his brethren as well as 
he : and why did Dan remain in fhips ? the Danites 
inhabiting Joppa, and other pares bordering on 
the Mediterranean fea, attended their navigation 
and merchandize ; and which they chofe rather to 
do, than to appear inthe field of battle in the be- 
half of their brethren ; judging this to be a fuf- 
ficient excufe, though the queftion put implies 
the contrary ; according to the Zargum, they 
were meditating a flight, and put their goods into 
fhips to flee with them, fhould Sifera get the day : 
Ajber continued on the fea-foore ; onthe fhore of the 
Mediterranean fea, attending traffick and bufinefs, 
and did not concern themfelves at all in this war : 
‘and abode in his trenches ; in his towns and cities, 
the walls of which had been broken down by the 
Canaanites, and remained unrepaired, nor were 
they fuffered to repair them ; and therefore excufed 
themfelves on this account.from engaging in the 
war, being obliged to ftay at home to keep and 
defend their cities ; which were in fuch a ruinous 
and weak condition, that the enemy might enter at 
any time: fome render it, i their creeksi; bays 
and havens where they had. much fhipping, and 
which required their attendance. 

¥.18. Zebulun and Naphtali were a people, &c.] 
Thefe two tribes were chiefly concerned in this 
war ; out of them were the 10,000 men that fol- 
lowed Barak, who willingly offered themfelves, 
and were the moft active and vigorous : that jeo- 
parded themfelves unto the death; expofed them 
to the utmoft danger, fearlefs of death itfelf: or 
reproached “their lives ; were carelefs of them, va- 
lued them not; they were not dear to them, but 
were ready to part with them freely, in the caufe of 
liberty in which they were engaged: in the high 
places of the field; on the top ot mount Labor, 
where they were muftered, and from whence they 
beheld the vaft hoft of Sifera furrounding them ; 
and yet, with an undaunted bravery and courage, 
defcended the hill to fight with them. ‘The Vu/- 
gate Latin verfion reads, in the country of Merome ; 
inthe plains and fields of it, near which were the 
waters of Merom, where Fofhua fought Fabin, a 
former king of Canaan, and fuppofed by fome to 

I 


: 1 sy" 5P5 by in portubus, V. L. ad finus fuos, fome in Vatablus. 
1 Journey from Aleppo, &c. p. 57. 


he Targum, 


money ; that is, either of Fabin king of Canaan, 
whom they came to ferve; but freely engaged 
with him, and maintained their own troops, which 
they brought into the field, and had raifed at their 
own expence ; but according to Kimchi the fenfe 
is, they took no money of the J/rael/ites that fell 
into their hands, but flew them, would not fave 
their lives, though they offered them money, be- 
ing like the mercilefs Medes, J/. xiii. 17,18. but 
rather the meaning is, that whereas they came big 
with expectation of a large booty among the J/- 
raelites, they were difappointed, and obliged to 
flee without any. 

‘YY. 20. They fought from heaven, &c.) Either 
the angels of heaven, afterwards called ftars ; or 
the heavens, the elements fought for J/rael, and 
againtt Sifera; a violent ftorm of rain and hail fal- 
ling at this time, which difcomfited Sifera’s army ; 
fee the note on ch, iv. 15. or this victory was ob- 
tained in fuch a manner, as plainly fhewed it was 
not of man, but of God from heaven; fo the 
Targum, ** from heaven war was made with them ;”” 
with the kings before mentioned; God fought 
againft them, and no wonder:they were conquer- 
ed: the flars in their courfes fought againft Sifera ; 
it feems as if it was in the night that this battle 
was fought, at leaft that the purfuic lafted till 
night, when the ftars by their brightnefs and clear 
fhining favoured the J/raelites, and were greatly to 
the difadvantage of the Canaanites ; unlefs it cam 
be thought, as is by fome, that the ftars had an 
influence to caufe a tempeft of rain, hail, thunder, 
and lightnings, by which the army of Si/era- was 
difcomfited in the day-time, as before obferved. 

¥. 21. The river of Kifbon fwept them away, &c.] 
To which Si/era’s army was drawn, and where it 
was difcomfited; and very probably many of them 
in their confufion, endeavoured to make their 
efcape by fording or {wimming over the river, by 
which they were fwept away and drowned, the 
waters of it at this time fwelling in a miraculous 
manner, as Ben Gerfom thinks ; or were increafed 
by the large fhowers of rain that fell, as fome note 
from Fofephus, though I find it not in him ; how- 
ever it is not improbable it might be the cafe; for 
our countryman Mr. Maundrell' thus obferved 
‘when he was at it; ‘* in the condition we faw it, 


it’s waters were low and inconfiderable ; but pafling 


along” 


* FIM probris affecit, Pagninus ; fo 
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along the fide of the plain, we difcovered the he hi of a place, is clear from what follows : cur/é 
of many leffer torrents falling down into it from [ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof 5 or curfe curfing*; 
the. mountains, which muft needs maké it fwelllrepeat it, give them curfe upon curfe, curfe them 
exceedingly upon fudden rains, as doubtlels it ac-| moft vehemently : the reafon of which follows : 
tually did at the deftruétion of Si/era’s hoft, Fudg.| becanfe they came not to the help of the Lord; that 
Vv. 21.” that ancient river, the river Kifbon ; calledjis, of the people of the Lord, whofe caufe was the 
ancient, either becaufe it was from the beginning|Lord’s; for though he ftood in no need of their 
of the creation, and not cut by the art of men, as{help, yet their negligence and neutrality were highly 
fome rivers are; or becaufe it was fpoken of by|refented by him, and therefore repeated: to the 
poets and hiftorians in ancient times ; or becauie of|help of the Lord againft the mighty; the mighty 
famous exploits done here of old; fo the Targum,|Canaanites, and their mighty kings, and mighty 
*« the river where figns and mighty works weze|hofts ; or with the mighty *, Barak and his 10,000: 
done for J/rae/ of old.” Some take the word Ke-|now though others, who did not come into their 
dumim to be another name of the river, fo calledjaffiftance, are only difcommended, being at a di- 
from its windings and turnings, and, as it were,|f{tance, yet thofe are curfed being very near, and 
meeting itfelf. So fome travellers tell us™, the|{aw the peril their brethren were in, and yet would 
river Keduwiniin, the fame with Kifhon, is fo called,}not lend an helping hand. 
becaufe it meets itfelf, being by its meanders form-} y. 24. Blefed above women fhall Fael the wife of 
ed like a fling or noofe, as Ki/bon fignifies ; it rifes| Heber the Kenite be, &c.] Under the fame in- 
at mount Yedor, and difcharges itfelf into the Me-| fluence that Meroz was curfed, Fael is bleffed, the 
diterrancen fea, at the foot of mount Carmel; fojone for not helping J/rae! in a public way, the 
Hillerus » {ays, Kifbon fignifies bending in mannerfother for doing it in a private manner ; this blef- 
of a fnare, or net, or meander, and takes it to be the|fing is pronounced, either in a way of prayer that 
fame with the Pagida of Pliny °, which in the Greeklit might be, or in a way of prophecy that it 
tongue fignifies the fame: O my foul, thou hafi\fhould be, and indeed in both: d/effed shall fhe be 
trodden down firength ; a ftrong and mighty army|adove the women in the tent 5 above all women that 
through her prayers and fupplication, advice and} dwell in tents : this being a proper defcription of 
direétion ; or thou haft trodden with ftrength, that}a woman, whofe character it is to abide in her 
is, the river Ki/bon, as fome Fewi/h interpreters un-| tent, dwell at home, and mind the bufinefs of 
derftand it, who-fuppofe that another miracle was/her family ; and may have refpect to the manly 
wrought ; that as the waters of the river fwelled)a¢tion fhe performed in her tent, equal, if not fu- 
when the Canaanites attempted to efcape over it, fo perior, to what was done in the field. J ate: 
it funk and became fordable for Deborah and the] y.25. He afked water, and foe gave him milk, 
Yraelites; a miracle, as they fuppofe, fomewhat|&e.] That is, Stfera afked it of her, as the Tar- 
fimilar to that at the Red-/ea. gum expreffes it, when he turned into her tent : 
y¥. 22. Then were the horfe hoofs broken by means| fhe brought him frefh butter in a lordly difh ; which 
of the pranfings, &c.| Either through the force} fignifies either the fame, the milk with cream on 
of the waters of the river, where they pranfed andjit, for that is meant by butter 5 or having firtt 
plunged, and could have no ftanding; or thro’|taken off the cream, fhe gave him milk to drink, 
the {wift hafte they made to run away, ftriking thejand then brought the cream in a dith for him to 
earth fo quick, and with fuch force and vehemence, eat, and thereby the more incline him to fleep ; 
that their hoofs were broken thereby, efpecially|and this fhe brought in a difh fit for any lord or 
on ftony ground, and fo their fpeed retarded : the|nobleman to eat out of; in fuch a polite and cour- 
ores of the mighty ones; either their riders,|teous manner did fhe ufe him, fo that he could 
princes and great perfonages, who made them]|have no fafpicion of her having any ill defign 
pranfe, leap and run with great fpeed and force ;}againft him. R. Fonah, as Kimchi notes, inter- 
or horfes trong and mighty, being fuch as were| prets this of a difh of the mighty or lordly ones, of 
{elected for this purpofe, and trained to war. the fhepherds, the principal of the flock, as they 
¥. 23. Curfe ye Meroz, faid the angel of thelare called in Fer. XXV. 34, 35. out of which they 
Lord, &c.} Not Barak, as the Targum and Far-\had ufed to drink their milk, or eat their cream, 
chi, but Deborah herfelf faid this under a fpirit of}and fuch an one was likely enough to be in Yae/’s 
prophecy, not from her own fpirit in a revengeful|tent ; from this Hebrew word Sepel, here ufed, feems 
way, but from the Spirit of God; or this was|to come the Latin word Simpucium or fimpulum, 
fugeefted to her by an angel, not a created, butjufed in things facred, and which, according to 
the increated one, the angel of the covenant, by| Pliny, was an earthen veffel; and fo fome of the 
whom fhe was infpired, and an impulfe made by|Rabdins, as Kimchi obferves, fay, this was a new 
him on her to denounce a curfe on Meroz ; which]earthen vial ; it is very probable, it was a broad 
fome fay was 2 ftar, Sifera’s {tar ; others the name| platter or dith fit for fuch an ufe. 
of a mighy man ’, fo Yarchi; but rather it is] y. 26. She put ber hand to the nail, &c.] Her 
fome name of a city or place near where the battle|left-hand, as the Sepiuagint, Arabic and Vulgate 
was fought, fo Kimchi, Ben Gerfom and Ben Me-| Latin verfions exprefs it, and as appears by what 
lech : fome take Meroz to be the fame with Merom,| follows 3 the having taken up a pin from her tent, 
at the waters of which Yeue fought with Fadin,|with which it was faftened to the ground, fhe clap- 
Fofe. Xi. 5. and fuppofed to be the fame with the} ped it to the temples of Sifera: and her right-hand 
waters of Megiddo, and the river Ki/bon, where this\to the workman’s hammer ; in her right-hand fhe 
battle was fought; and Yerom%, under the word took an hammer, fuch as carpenters, and fuch like 
Merom, obferves, that there was in his time a vil-|workmen make ufe of, and workman-like went 
lace called Merrus, 12 miles from the city Se- about her bufinefs fhe had devifed, and was deter- 
bajte near Dethaim, and that Alevoz here is the/mined upon, being under a divine impulfe, and fo 


had 
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had no fear or dread upon her: and with the 
hammer fhe fmote Sifera; not that with:the ham- 
mer fhe ftruck him on the head, and ftunned him, 
but fmote the nail fhe had put to his temples and 
drove it into them: fhe /mote off his bead , after 
fhe had driven the nail through his temples, fhe 
took his fword perhaps and cut off his head, as 
David cut off Goliab’s, after he had flung a ftone bay 
into his forehead ; though as this feems needlefs,} ¥. 30. Have they not ped? Sec | Or found» the 
nor is there any hint of it in the hiftory of thisjenemy Barak and his army, or the fpoil of them? 
affair, the meaning may only be, that fhe ftruck|no doubt they have: have they. not divided the 
the nail through his head, as the Septuagint, or|prey ? doubtlefs they have, which being large, and 
broke his head, as the Targum: when fhe bad pierced|the captives many, has taken up much of their 
and firicken thro’ bis temples; that being the fofteft} time to look over, and make an equal and proper 
and tendereft part of the head, fhe drove the nailjdivifion of, and that moft certainly is the caufe of 
quite thro’ them to the ground, ch. iv. 21. the delay: to every man a damjfel or two? or a 
" y. 27. At ber feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down,|womb or two *, ufing both unchafte and contemp- 
&c.] Perhaps at her firft approach to him, and|tuous language *, and pleafing themfelves with the 
attempt to drive the nail, or at the blow the gave,|virgins of J/rael being abufed by the common fol- 
he rofe up, but fhe had done his bufinefs fo ef-|diers, which was too frequently the cafe with the 
fectually at the firft ftroke, that he dropt atonce, and|heathens at gaining a victory: to Sifera a prey of 
laid down his head again: at ber fect he bowed, he\divers colours, a prey of divers colours of needle- 
fell; when fhe redoubled her blow: where be bow-|work, of divers colours of needle-work on both fides, 
ed, there he fell down dead; and ftruggled and|fuits of clothes of different colours, fuch as were 
ftirred no more; thus inglorioufly did this general |the works of the women of Sidon’, and thofe cu- 
of a vaft army die. This aétion is no otherwife|rioufly interwoven or wrought with a needle, and: 
to be juftified, but by its being done through an|that on both fides of the filk or ftuff of which 
impulfe of the Spirit of God upon her, to take}they were made; and fo fuch as were of great 
away the life of an implacable enemy of God’s}worth and efteem, and fuch it was expeéted, and 
people ; otherwife it might feem to be a breach of|with confidence and affurance of: it, Sifera would 
hofpitality towards her gueft fhe had invited in,|bring with him, and make prefents of to his mo- 
and of the peace which fubfifted between this|ther and her ladies, or which he would have for 
general’s prince and her hufband; and therefore}his own wear and ufe, or both: meet for the necks 
is not to be drawn into an example where there is}of them that take the /poi/? the general of the 
no appearance of a divine warrant. army, and the chief men to whom the fpoil was 
y. 28. The mother of Sifera looked out at a win-\brought, and then divided fuitable to the rank 
dow, &c.] Which perhaps looked towards the{and quality of every foldier. Pliny * fays, the 
high road, in which fhe expected Sifera to return|Prygians fir invented the art of needle-work ; 
in his chariot with his victorious army ; and fhe|hence the garments wrought, and thoie that made 
was looking out for him, not through fear of any|them, were called after their name; but. it is cer- 
ill that had befallen him, or fufpicion of bad fuc-|tain it was known by the ancient Hebrews and Ca- 
cefs, but through impatience to fee him return in|“aanites, fee Exod. xxvi. 36. Aiba Hy 
triumph, wreathed with laurels: and cried through} W.31. So let all thine enemies perifh, O Lord! 
the lattice; which is but another word for a win-|&c.] As Si/era and his army did, and be difap- 
dow, which was not of glafs, that being of a later}pointed as his mother and her ladies were; which 
invention, but made in lattice-form, in a fort of|is not only a with or prayer that it might be» but 
net-work full of little holes to let in air and light,}a prophecy that fo it would be: dwt let them that 
and look out at ; here fhe ftood and cried with a|/ove him; that love the Lord fuperlatively and fin- 
very loud uneafy tone ; the word fignifies a fort of|cerely, with all their heart and foul, and from 
a groaning, howling noife, difcovering impatience|love ferve and fear him: be as the fun when be go-. 
and uneafinefs; and fo the Vulgate Latin and Syriac\eth forth in bis might; in the middle of the day, 
verfions render it, /he bowled: faying in a whining|when its heat and light are the greateft, and in 
way, why is bis chariot fo long in coming ? the did|the fummer-folftice in the month of Fune, when 
not doubt at all of victory, and concluded it would|the fun is in Cancer, as Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel 
foon be obtained, and there would be very little}obferve, and it is hotteft: the fenfe is, let the true 
trouble and difficulty in getting it, and therefore} friends of God be as bright and as glorious, and 
wondered his chariot was not in fight: why ¢arry|increafe in light, luftre and fplendor as that glo- 
the wheels of bis chariots? the 900 he took with|rious luminary in mid-day, and be no more liabie 
him, of the return of which fhe made no.doubt,|to be refifted and ftopped by their enemies, and 
only was uneafy until they appeared, that fhe|as much out of the reach of them as that is: and 
might be delighted with the glory of the triumphs; the land had reft 40 years; thefe are not the words 
the Targum is, ‘* why are the runners hindered,|of Deborah, whofe fong ends with the laft claufe, 
who fhould bring me a letter of the victories?” |but of the writer of this book ; which years, ac- 
¥. 29. Her wife ladies anfwered ber, &c.| Every|cording to moft, are to be reckoned from the death 
one in their turn endeavouring to comfort her and|of Ehud, including the 20 years bondage under 
make her eafy. The Vulgate Latin verfion is,| fabin, as Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel ; fo that frict- 
‘* one that was wifer than the reft of his wives ;”| ly fpeaking the reft was but 20 years; one would 
but they fcem rather to be her maids of honour,|think they fhould be reckoned from the viétory 
or ladies of her acquaintance, who were come to [obtained over Fabin king of Canaan. Sar 


they. expected to have of Sifera: yea, fhe returned 
anfwer to berfelf; before they could well give 
theirs, fhe foon recollected herfelf what might be, 
and muft be, the occafion of this delay; and this, 
according to the Targum, fhe made in her wifdom, 
what her great wifdom quickly fuggefted to her,was ~ 
certainly the cafe, and with which fhe comforted 
and quieted herfelf. . 
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fort, and the ftrong holds for the richer to retire 

ftreffed condition J/rae/ was in through the @-}to with their goods ; tho’, according to Farchi, the 
dianiies, ¥. 1—6. of a praphet being fent untg) latter were no other than fences they made in woods, 
them to reprove them for their fins, ¥. 7—10.|by cutting down trees, and fetting them round 
of an angel appearing to Gideon, with an order tojabout them, perhaps much the fame as the thickets, 
him to go and fave J/rae/ out of the hands of the|1 Sam, xiii. 6. 
Midianites, ¥.11—16. and of a fign given him| . ¥. 3. And fo it was when Irael bad fown, &c.], 
by the angel, whereby he knew this order was of} Their land, and it was grown up, and near being. 
God, ¥. 17—24. and of the-reformation from ido-|ripe or quite; for the Midianites gave them no 
latry in his father’s family he made upon this,|difturbance in the winter, and during feed-time, 
throwing down the altar. of Baal, and building one! when they came out of their lurking holes, and 
for the Lord, y¥. 25—32. and of the preparation | manured their land, and fowed it: that the Mi- 
he made to fight the Midjanites and others, y.|danites came up; into the land of Canaan, from 
33, 34, 35. but firft defired a fign of the Lord, / the other fide Yordan, where their country lay, and 
that J/rael would be faved by his hand, which was} which it feems lay lower than the land of [/rael: 


N this chapter we have an account of the di- 


granted and repeated, ¥..30—40. 


¥.1. And the children of Ifrael did evil. in. the 


and the Amalekites, and the children of the eaft; 
the former were implacable enemies of J/rael, and 
on eyery occafion would join other nations in op- 


Sight of the Lord, &c.] After the death of De-|preffing them; and the children of the eaft were 
borab and Barak, during whofe life they kept. to} 4raézans, as Fofepbus ° exprefsly affirms : even they 


the pure worlhip of God, and who perhaps lived 
pretty near the clofe of the 40 years reft, or of the 
20 years from their victory oyer Yavin , but they 


came up againft them all thefe three forts of peo- 
ple in a confederacy. 
x. 4. And they encamped againfi them, &c. | 


dying, the children of J/rael fell into idolatry, for}Formed a camp, from whence they fent out par- 
that that was the evil they did, appears from y.|ties to plunder the people; or» * they were fixing 


10. even worfhipping the gods of the Amorites : 
and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian 
Seven years, this was not the Midian where Fetbro, 
the father in-law of Ado/es lived, which lay more 
fouthward, but that which joined to. Moab, and 
was more ealtward. This people had been deftroy- 
ed by the J/raelites in the times of Mo/es, in. their 
way to the land of Cazaan, Numb, xxxi. where- 
fore they might bear them*‘a grudge, and now 
took the opportunity .to, revenge themfelves on 
them, God permitting them fo to do for their 
fins ;, and though the deftruction of this people by 
Hfrael was very general, yet as fome of them might 
make their efcape, and afterwards return to their 
own land, and this being about 200 years ago, 
might, with others joining them, repeople. their 
country by this time, and become ftrong and 
powerfal, 


> 


their tents among them,” as the Vulgate Latin yer- 
fion; and fo the Targum, ‘* they dwelt by them,” 
or fixed their habitations by them ; for they feem 
not to have come as a regular army, but as a fort 
of banditti to pillage, and plunder, and deftroy 
the fruits of the earth; and the Addianites and 
Arabians dwelt in tents chiefly: and deftroyed the 
increafe of the earth; the corn and grafs before 
they were well ripe, and fit to cut-down ; this they 
did, and gave it to their cattle, and the reft they 
carried off: till thou come unto Gaza ; a principa- 
lity. of the Pbili/fines, which lay in the weiftern 
part of Canaqn, on the fhore of the Mediterranean 
fea; fo that as thefe people came out of the eaft, 
and entered the eaftern part, they went through 
the whole land from eaft to weft, cutting down all 
the fruirs of the earth for forage for their cattle; 
and left no fuftenance for Ifrael; nothing to fup- 


y. 2. And the hand of Midian prevailed againjt\port life with, cutting down their corn and their 
Tirael, 8cc.| They were too ftrong for them, and oaks their vines and olives, fo that they had no- 


overcame them, and brought them into fubjection 
to them, and no wonder, when the Lord delivered 
them into their hand: aud. becaufe of the Midian- 
ites; becaufe of their ufage of them, their man- 
ner of coming upon them yearly, and pillaging 
and_ plundering their fubftance, as after related : 
the children of Ifrael made them dens which are in 
the mountains ,; the word.for dens has the fignifica- 
tion of light in it, and are fo called either by an 
antiphrafis, becaufe they were dark, or, as Kimchi 
thinks, becaufe they had a window at the top of 
them, which let in the light*; but Ben Gerfom 
conjectures they were torches, which gaye a great 
light, and when they that held them faw from the 
mountains the Adidianites, by thele torches they 
made a fignal to the I/raelites to take care and 
hide themfelves and their fubftance: and caves, 
end firong bolds; the caves were for the poorer 


® So David de Pomis Lexic. fol. 90. 3. or beeaufe men flowed and flocked to them for fafety ; fo Buxtorf. — 
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thing to live upon: meither sheep, nor on, nor afs; 
not any thing for thofe creatures to live upon, nor 
did not leave any of them, but carried them all 
away. 

y. 5. For they. came up with their cattle, and 
their tents, &c.| Brought their, focks and their 
herds with them, to eat up the increafe of the 
earth, and their tents which they pitched and re- 
moved from place to place, for the conveniency 
of feeding their cattle, and whilft they cut down 
the fruit of the earth every where, which ferves to” 
confirm the fenfe of the Zargum and Vulgate Latin 
verfion of ¥.4. oud they came.as grafboppers for 
multitude; or as locufis*, they were like them for 
their number, and for devouring all they came to; 
and their camels were without number ; which they 
brought with- them, to load and carry off their 
plunder they could not eat. Midian was a vier 

a- 
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famous for camels and dromedaries, Jf Ix. 6. and’ 
fo Arabia, the people of which joined the Mi- 
dianites in this expedition ; of whom Leo. Africanus, 
fays ¢, that they reckon of their riches and poffef- 
fions by their camels ; wherefore if any one {peaks 
of the riches of fuch a prince or nobleman, he 
fays, that he is poffeffed of fo many camels, and 
not of fo many thoufands of pieces of gold, fee, 
Feb i. 3. and they entered into the city to deftroy it; 
this was their fole view. In fuch like manner as 
this did A/yatzes king of the Lydians make war with 
the Milefians, as Herodotus * relates ; which paflage 
Grotius has quoted at large. 


GES. Chi. ¥,6—12. 


out of the band of all that oppreffed you ; the Ama= 
lekites who made war with them. at Rephidim, Si-— 
bon and Og; kings of the Amorites, who came out 
to fight with them, and oppole their pafiage thro” 
their land into Canaan, and the kings of the Ca-_ 
naanites alfo, who combined againft them: and 
drave them out from before you, and gave you their 
land, not only the land of Sihon and Og, but the © 
whole land of Cavaan, out of which more properly — 
the inhabitants of it may be faid to be driven. 7 
¥.10. And I faid unto you, I am the Lord your 
God, &c.] The Covenant-God of them and their 
fathers, and they ought not to have owned and ac- 


¥..6. And Ijrael was greatly impoverifbed, becaufe knowledged any other befides him: fear mot the 


of the Midianites, &c.] Were reduced very low, 
brought into famifhing circumftances through the 
Midianites thus deftroying the fruits of the earth 
year after year: and the children of Ifrael cried unto 
the Lord; which they fhould have done at firft, 
inftead of going into dens and caves; however, 

etter late than not at all: they cried, not to the idols 
they had ferved, being fenfible they could not help 
them, tho’ fo foolifh as to worfhip them; but to 
Jehovah the God of the whole earth, and who was 
in a fpecial fenfe their God, tho’ they had forfaken 
him. 


gods of the Amorites, in whofe land ye dwell ; mean-— 
ing not a fear of being hurt by them, but fuch a 
fear and reverence of them, as to worfhip them, 
which was only to be given to the Lord. The 
Amorites are here put for all the Canaanites, they 
being a principal people among them: ut ye have 
not obeyed my voice; to cleave to him, fear and- 
worfhip him, they had been guilty of idolatry, 
and this is the fin the prophet was fent to reprove 
them for, and bring them to a fenfe of. ' 

¥. 11. And there came an angel of the Lord, &c. 
This was not the prophet before mentioned, as” 


y.7. Aud it came ta pafs when the children of\ Ben Gerfom thinks, but an angel of God, as ex- 


Wfrael cried unto the Lord, becaufe of the Midianites.| 
Becaufe of their oppreffions and ill ufage of therh, 
and not becaufe of their fins, which had brought 
thofe evils on them, of which, at prefent, they 
feemed not to be fenfible; and yet fuch was the 
goodnefs and compaffion of God to them, that 
having a mind to deliver them, he immediately, 
on their crying to him, fends them a meffenger to 
bring them to a fenfe of their fins, and prepare 
them for the deliverance he defigned to work for 
them, as follows. 

y.8. And the Lord fent a prophet anto the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, &c.] A man, a propbet*, as in the 
Hebrew text, not an angel, but a man; and this 
not Phinebas, as fay fome Fewi/h writers ®; for it 
is not probable he fhould live fo long as more than 
200 years ; and had he been living, it is very much 
he fhould not have been heard of in the times of 
the preceding judges, and that he was not made 
ufe of before now to reprove the people for their 
fins ; but who the prophet was, we have no ac- 
count now nor hereafter, here or elfewhere. Abar- 
binel fuppofes, he was raifed up for a fhort time : 
which faid unto them, thus faith the Lord God of 
Ifrael; he came in the name of the Lord, and 
ufing the form and manner of fpeech the pro- 
phets of J/rael did, putting them in mind of the 
true God they had forgot, and who yet was their 
Lord and God: I drought you up from Egypt, and 
brought you forth out of the boufe of bondage ; re- 
minding them of the benefits they received from 
God, and the obligations they lay under to ferve 
him, who when they were bond-flaves in Egypt, 
he appeared for them, and brought them out of 
their miferable condition. 

y.9. And I delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, &c.| Even after they were brought 
out of Egypt, when the Egyptians purfued after 
them, and overtook them at the Red Sea; where 
they were in the utmoft diftrefs, and the Lord 
wrought falvation for them, gave them a paffage 


thro’ it, and deftroyed the Egyptians in it: and 


* Defcriptio Africe, 1. 9. p. 746. 
V.L. Pagninus, Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcatar. 
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* De loc. Heb. fol, go. K. 


prefied, and not a created one, but the angel of 
Jehovah’s prefence, the Word and Son of God,’ 
and who is exprefsly called Jehovah himfelf, ¥. 
14, 23, 24. and fat under an oak; or ftaid there a 
while, as Kimchi interprets it, feeing, according to’ 
his obfervation, angels are not faid to fit but ftand: - 
which was in Ophrab, that pertaineth to Foajb the 
Abiezrite ; which fhews that this Ophrab is different 
from a city of this name in the tribe of Benjamin, 
Joo. xviii. 23. for the oak that was in it, under’ 
which the angel fat, belonged to Foafh an Abiez- 
rite, a defcendant of Abiezer, fon of the filter of 
Gilead, who was the fon of Machir the fon of Ma- 
naffeb, Foo. xvii. 2. 1 Chron. vii. 17,18, 14. itis 
called by Fofephus* Ephra, and by Ferom * E- 


phrata: and bis fon Gideon threfbed wheat by the 


wine-pre/s, to bide it from the Midianites ; left they 
fhould take it away, and bereave his father’s fa- 
mily of their fuftenance, as they were wont to do, 
where-ever they could find: it; and alf circum- 
{tances attending this affair were on this account ; 
he threfhed it himfelf, this he chofe to do, and 
not truft his fervants, left ic fhould be difcovered ; 
and he beat the wheat out with a ftaff, that it 
might be more filently done,' and not with oxen, 
which was the ufual way of treading out corn, 
who bellowing *, would difcover it ; and this was 
done not ona threfhing-floor, but where a wine- 
prefs ftood, where there could be no fufpicion of 
fuch work being doing. 

¥. 12. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto. 
him, &c.] He ftayed fome time under the oak, 
and Gideon being bufy in threfhing, took no no- 
tice of him, wherefore he came and ftood before 
him, in his fight: and faid unto him, the Lord is 
with thee, the gracious prefence of God was with 
Gideon while he was threfhing, who very probably 
was fending up ejaculations to heaven, on account 
of the diftreffed cafe of J/rae/, and was deep in 
meditation about the affairs of the people of God, 
and contriving how to deliver them; or the angel 
might mean himfelf, who was no other “haa 
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hovah, the eternal Word of God, who was pre-!{tante, power and authority, by having fuch a 
fent with him, and fpake unto him; and fo the|number of fervants as to take ten of them with 
Targum, “© my Word is thy help :” shou mighty|him, y. 27. however, this he fays in great humi- 
mon of valour; who very probably was a ftout/lity and modefty, having no high thoughts of him- 


man in body, and of a courageous mind naturally, 
and might at this inftant have an increafe both of 
bodily ftrength, and greatnefs of foul; or how- 
ever, this was faid to animate and encourage him 
to do what he was about to be fent to do. 

¥. 13. And Gideon faid to hiin, ob my lord, &c. | 
Taking him not to be an angel, but fome illuf- 


trious and eminent perfon: if the Lord be with: 


us, why then is all this befallen us? all thefe trou- 
bles and calamities through the oppreffion of the 
Midianites; for he underftood what was faid to 
him in the falutation, refpecting not himfelf per- 
fonally and privately, but the people of J/rae/, and 
he could not tell how to reconcile the Lord’s be- 
ing with them, and yet fuffering fuch fad things 
to befal them they groaned under: where be ail 
his miracles which our fathers told us of, faying, 
did not the Lord’ bring us up from Egypt ? when 
God was with his people, and brought them out 
of Egyp/, he wrought miracles for them, whereby. 
they were delivered out of .their bondage ;. of this 
their fathers had affured them, but nothing of this 
kind was wrought for them now, and. therefore 
there was no appearance of the Lord being with 
them, but all the contrary, as follows: but now 
the Lord bas forfaken us, and delivered us into the 
hand of the Midianites ; and there was good reafon 
for it, becaule they had forfaken the Lord, and 
worfhipped the gods of the Amorites. 

¥. 14. And the Lord looked upon bim, 8c.) The 
fame before called the angel of the Lord, and who 
was no other than Jehovah himlelf ; who looked 
upon him with great earneftnefs, and with great 
delight and pleafure fmiled upon him, and thereby 
fhewing he had a kindnefs for him, and meant 
well to him: and faid unto him, go in this thy 
might, both of body and mind, which had been 
betore given unto him, and was now increafed, 


felf and family, nor. any dependence on his own 
{trength, and on an arm of flefh. 

W. 16. and the Lord faid unto him, furely I will 
be with thee, &c.} The Targum is, “ my Word 
fhall be thy help,” which was fufficient to anfwer 
all objections taken from his meannefs, unworthi- 
nefs and weaknefs: and thou fhalt fmite the Midian- 
ites as one man; all together, and as eafily as if 
thou hadft but one man to deal with, and the de- 
ftruction be fo entire and general, that none fhall 
be left. 


¥.17. And he faid unto him, if now I have found 


grace in thy fight, &c.] Or feeing he had, as ap- 


peared by his falutation of him as a man of might, 
by the work he gave him a commiffion to do, and 
by the promife of affiftance and fuccefs: then /hew 
me a fign that thou talkeft with me; in the name 
of God, as a meffenger fent from him, whether an 
angel or a man; for who he was as yet Gideon was 
not clear in it, and that what he had faid was truth, 
and would be certainly fulfilled ; and which Gideon 
might defire, not fo much, or at leaft not only 
for his own fake, and the confirmation of his faith, 
for which he is renowned, as that he might be able 
to fatisfy others, that he had a commiffion from 
God by a meffenger of his, to attempt the delive- 
rance of Jjrael. 

y. 18. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I 
come unto thee, &c | Intending to go to his own, 
or his father’s houfe, to fetch fome food to enter- 
tain him with, and therefore entreats he would not 
quit the place where he was, until he returned : 
and bring forth my prefent, and fet it before thee; 
to treat him with, as a ftranger and a meffenger of 
God ; and perhaps he thought, by this means, the 
better to difcover who he was, whether an angel 
or aman: the word for the prefent is minchab, of- 
ten ufed for a meat-offering, therefore fome have 


and which no doubt Gideon was fenfible of: and\thought of a facrifice,; but it appears by what 


thou fhall fave Ifrael from the band of the Midian- 
ites; as he did, and therefore juftly reckoned among 
the faviours and judges of Jjrael: have not I fent 


follows, that it was not of the nature of a facri- 
fice; and befides, Gideon was no prieft, nor was 
this a place for facrifice, nor was there here any 


thee? to do this great work, fave the people of {altar ; and befides, as Gideon did not yet know, 


Jfrael, from whence Gideon might perceive who it 
was that talked with him, and having a command 
and commiffion from God, had authority enough 
to go about this fervice. 

y. 15. And he faid unto him, O my lord, &c.)} 
Whether he had yet fufpeéted who he was, or took 
him ftill for fome eminent perfon, is not cettain ; 
it is very probable he began to think he was fome 


that it was the Lord himfelf, he could never think 
of offering a facrifice to him: and he faid, I will 
tarry until thou come again ; which was a wonderful 
inftance of divine condefcenfion, it being fome 
time he waited ere Gideon could prepare what he 
brought, as follows. 

ae 1g. And Gideon went in, &c.] Into his own 
houfe, or his father’s : and made ready a kid; boil- 


extraordinary perfon fent of God, and fpeaking in|ed it, as appears by the broth he brought, at leatt 
his name, and therefore expoftulates with him) part of it was fo drefled; and perhaps it was only 
about the work he put him upon: wherewith /ball\fome part of one that he brought, fince a whole 
J fave Irael? in what way is it poffible for me to}one was too much to be fet before one perfon, and 
do it, who had neither men nor money fufficient! if even he himfelf intended to eat with him: and 
for fuch an undertaking ? bebold, my family is poor 


in Manaffeh ; of which tribe he was, and the thou- 
. fend in it, as the word ‘here ufed fignifies, was 
the meaneft of all the thoufands in that tribe ; 
fome render it, my father™: and I am the leaft in 
my father’s houfe; perhaps the youngeft fon ; tho’ 
fome take him, and others his father, to be the 
Chiliarch, or head of the thoufand; but by thefe 


unleavened cakes of an ephab of flour; that is, pro- 
bably thofe were made out of an epbab of flour; 
not that the whole epbab was made into cakes ; 
fince an omer, the tenth part of an ephah, was 
fufficient for one man a whole day; and, ac- 
cording to the computation of /Va/erus®, an ephah 
was enough for 45 men for a whole day; unlefs 
it can be thought, that this was done to fhow his 


words of his, it does not feem as if either was/great hofpitality to a ftranger, and the great re- 
true ; not but that he was of fome wealth and fub-| {pect he had for him as a mefienger of God: the 


rather 


‘sp 5x8 chilias mea, Montanns, Drufius ; mea millenaria, Tigutine verfion; mille meum, Pifcator. 
meus, Paguinus ; fo fome in Drutius. ® De Antiq. menfuris Heb. I. 2. ¢. 5. §. 9. 
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rather unleavened cakes were brought, becaufe of 
difpatch, being foon made. archi fays, from 
hence it may be learned, that it was now the time 
of the paffover, and the day of waving the fheaf ; 


, 
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tioned, and he, Phinehas, and Phinebas Elijab, are 
confirmed in their opinion by this likenefs; tho’ there - 


is no fufficient ground for it: shen the angel of the 
Lord departed out of his fight, not went on his” 


but this is no fufficient’ proof of it; befides, if}journey as he might feem, but vanifhed immedi~~ 


this was new wheat Gideon had been threfhing, it 
fhows it to be about the wheat-harveft, which was 


ately ; which circumftance plainly fhewed, and 
fully convinced Gideon, that he was not a man, 


not till Pentecoft ; it was the barley-harveft that/ but an angelic fpirit, as well as the miracle wrought 
began at the paflover: the flefh he put in a bafket)proved him to be more than a man 3 and fo Gi-° 


the flefh of the kid which was boiled, or if any 
part of it was dreffed another way, it was put by 
itfelf in a bafket for more eafy and commodious 
carriage: and he put the broth ina pot, a brazen 


deon had what he defired, a fign that he might. 

know who talked with him, and that what he talk- 

ed of, would certainly come to pais. 3 
yx. 22. And when Gideon perceived he was an an- 


pot, as Kimchi interprets it, in which the kid was|ge? of the Lord, &c.| By the miracle wrought, © 


boiled ; and this, as he fays, was the water it was 
boiled in: and brought it out unto bim under the 
oak; where he firft appeared, and was now wait- 
in@ the return of Gideon there: and prefented it ; 
fet it before him, perhaps upon a table, which 
might be brought by his fervants, or on a feat, 
which was placed under the oak to fic upon under 
its fhade for pleafure. 

 ¥. 20. And the angel of God faid unto him, &c.]} 
Inftead of fitting down and partaking of the en- 
tertainment made for him, he bid him do as fol- 


and the manner of his departure: Gideon Jaid, 
alas! O Lord Ged; wo to me, what will become 
of me, or befal me, I fhall furely die: for decauje 


‘1 have feen an angel of the Lord face to face; and 


whom he had reafon to believe was the Lord him- 


felf, a divine perfon, by the miracle’ wrought ; 


and it was a commonly received notion even among 
good men, in thofe times, that the Lord was not 
to be feen by them and live, as appears from Fa- 
cob, Manoab, and oihers ; at leaft the appearance 
of a divine perfon, and even of any meffenger 


lows: take the feo, and the unleavened cakes, and|from heaven was ftartling, furprizing and fright- _ 


lay them upon this rock, not as a table to eat it 
from, but as an altar to offer it upon; and which 
rock and altar might be typical of Chrift, who 
fanétifies every gift, prefent and offering of his 
people: this rock was undoubtedly in fight, and 
very probably the oak, under which they were, grew 
upon it, or at the bottom of it, where it was no 
unufual thing for oaks to grow, Ge. xxxv. 8. but 
it was upon the top of the rock, that thefe were 
to be laid; where afterwards.an altar was built, ¥, 
26. and pour out the broth; upon the flefh and 
cakes, and upon the rock alfo, which by bringing 
from his houfe muft have been cool, and it be- 
came cooler by being poured out, and cooler ftill 
by being poured upon a cold rock : and he did fo; 
he readily obeyed his orders; though he had reafon 
to wonder he fhould have fo-ordered the food he 
brought for his entertainment to be thus made 
ufe of ; perhaps he might expect, that he intended 
to give him a fign as he defired, and therefore the 
more readily, without any objection, ‘complied 
with his order. 

y.21. Then the angel of the Lord put forth the 
end of the fiaff that was in his baud, &c.) With 
which he walked, appearing as a traveller, and 
which was one reafon of Gideon’s providing for his 
refrefhment, before he proceeded on in his journey : 
and touched the fiefo and the unleavened cakes; did 
not itrike the rock with it, as Moj/es did with his rod, 
te fetch out water for the J/raelites, but touched the 
provifions brought him; not ufing it inftead of a 
knife to feparase any part of them, but for the 
working of a miracle, as follows: and there rofe 
up fire out of the rock ; had he ftruck the rock with 
his f{taff, the miracle would not have appeared fo 
great, becaufe it might be thought there was an 
iron ferule at the end of it, which ftrikine on a 
flinty rock might caufe fire; but it was the flefh 
and cakes only that were touched, and thefe alfo 
as having broth poured on them, and the rock 
likewile : and confumed the flefh, and the unleavened 
cakes, though they had the broth poured on them, 
and were fodden with it ; fo that the miracle was 
fimilar to that wrought by E/jah on mount Car- 
mel, & Kings xviii. 33—38. and thofe who think that} 
this angel was the man, the prophet before men- 


ful to them ; which arofe from a fenfe they had of 
the divine being, and of their own finfulnefs and 
frailty. > 
yt. 23. And the Lord faid unto him, &c.] Either’ 
by a fecret impulfé upon his fpirit, or by a voice 
from heaven; and even, as Kimchi obferves, 
the angel, after he afcended, might caufé’ this 
voice to be heard, feeing him in great fear, be- 
caufe he knew he was an angel ; and which is an- 
other proof of this angel being Jehovah himfelf, 
the eternal Word: peace be unto thee, fear not, 
thou fhalt not die, let not thy mind be ruffled and 
difturbed, but ferene and calm; fear not that any 
evil fhall befal thee, and particularly death ; thou 
fhalt be fafe from any danger whatever, and efpe- 
cially from death, which he expected in his fright 
would immediately follow. Oh SPR 
¥. 24. Then Gideon built an altar there unto the 
Lord, &c.] On the top of the rock where He had 
laid his provifions, and which had been confumed 
by fire iffuing out of it, as a token of divine ac- 
ceptance, and as an affurance of his deftreying 
the Midianites as eafily and quickly as the fire had 
confumed them, and therefore had great encou- 
ragement to erect an altar ‘here for God: and 
called it Fehovah-foalom; the Lord is peace, the 
author and giver of peace, temporal, {piritual and 
eternal; fo ‘Yarchi, “* the Lord is our peace,” a 
fit name for the angel that appeared to him, who 
was no other than the man the peace; who is our 
peace, the author of peace between God ‘and man. 
This name he gave the altar, with refpect to the 
words of comfort faid to’him in his fright, peace 
be to thee and by way. of prophecy, that peace 
would be wrought for I/rael by the Lord, and pro- 
fperity given them; or by way of prayer, the Lord 
grant or fend peace : unto this day it is yetin Ophrab 
of the Abiezrites; that is, the altar,Gideon™ built 
remained to the times of Samue/, the writer o 


this book, and was then to be feen in the city of 


nafjeb,  —— 
¥.25. And it came to pafs the fame nj ite ; 
The night which followed the day in a he 
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ic was in the night: fake thy father’s young bul-| {fo framed, as that it might be fit to have the wood 
lock ; or the bullock, the ox® a bullock which was}and facrifice laid in order on it ; or ina plain place, 
a large grown ox, and was not only his father’s}as Kimchi, wpon the top of the rock, where he 
property, but what his father defigned, and fet}might lay <in order the ftones of the! altar: and 
apart for the fervice of Baal; and though it was|take the fecond bullock, and offer a burnt focrifice 
his father’s, yet having a divine warrant for it, it} with the wood of the grove which thou fhalt cut 
was fufficient for him to take it without his leave,|dews;, mention being made only of one bullock 
and efpecially as it was defigned for fuch an ill}that was to be offered, has made fome think, that 
ufe: even the fecond bullock of feven years old ;\only one was ordered to be taken, namely this fe- 
which, according to Hefiod 4, is in its prime and cond, which agrees with our verfion of y. 2:5) for 
full ftrength at-nine years old, and lives much if two were taken, what became of the firft, fince 
longer.. In Homer *, one of five years old is faid only the fecond was ordered to be facrificed ? to 
to be facrificed: this farther defcribes what he was| which Kimchi makes an{wer, that he was ordered 
to take, the fecond that ftood in the ftall of the |to take it away, that his father might not offer it 
bullocks, or that drew in the fecond row at plough, |to an idol, as he intended, and therefore this was 
or the fecond in age and value, or the fecond that}done to prevent idolatry ; and as this fecond bul- 
was fet apart for the fervice of Baal; though the |lock was to be a burnt-facrifice, and to be burned 
words may rendered, and the fecond builock* ; be-| with the wood of the grove juft cut down, it feems 
fides that of his father’s, he was to take another, | to confirm the fenfe of {uch verfions and interpreters 
which perhaps belonged to the people, and was the} who underftand it of an idol on the altar of Baal ; 
fecond in birth or age with refpeét to the former, | fince wood juft cut down would not be fit to burn, 
being feven years old; or as the Targum is, that whereas an idol of wood, that had been of fome 
had been fatted feven years, and had been fo long} {tanding, would be very proper : every thing or- 
preparing for the facrifice of Baal; which was as|dered and done were different. from the laws and 
long as the tyranny of the Midianites over them, | ufages directed to by Mo/es, and practiced by the 
and was occafioned by the idolatry of the people| Zews. Gideon was no prieft, and yet bid to offer 
of I/rael; and fauch a bullock was ordered to be|facrifice, and that on an altar of his own erecting, 
taken with refpe€t to that, and to fhew that icjand not the altar of God; and upon the top of 
would end with the facrifice of this creature: anudja rock, and not at the tabernacle ; and the wood 
throw down the altar of Baal that thy father bath ;\of a grove or idol was to be made ufe of, which in 
upon his ground, in fome part of his poffeffions, other cafes was not allowed ; and all this done in 
and perhaps built at his own expence, though forjthe night, which was not the time of facrificing ; 
public ule: and cut down the grove that is by it;|but the divine warrant was fufficient for Gideon, 
or about it, as the Vulgate Latin verfion; it being| The Jews fay *, there were eight things that were 
ufual with the heathens to plant groves near or|made free or allowed now, which were not at an+ 
around their altars and temples, where religious }other time : and it was neceffary before Gideon act- 
worfhip was performed ; partly to make them more|ed the part of a deliverer, that he fhould become 
pleafant and venerable, and partly for the com-|a reformer, and it was proper to begin at his owh 
miffion of deeds which would not bear the light; | family. 
or over it, for they were commonly tall trees} y.27. Then Gideon took ten men of bis fervants, 
which grew over the altar they erected. Some|&c.] Not only whom he could command, but 
render it, upon itt, and underftand by it an idol|could confide in, and whom he knew would chear- 
placed on it: fo the rabic verfion is, ‘¢ cut down | fully engage in this work, being like himfelf, who 
the female idol 4/fra (perhaps the fame with //farte)|had not bowed the knee to Baal; and as there 
which is upon the fame altar ;” and fo the Syriac] was much work to do, and it required difpatch, 
verfion to the fame purpofe, which calls it the}fuch a number was neceffary 3 fince he had not 
idol Effere, fet upon the altar. only the altar of Baal to throw down, and his 
3. 26. And build an altar to the Lord thy God upon} grove or idol to cut down, but an altar to build, 
the top of this rock, &c.) Where the provifions|and a facritice to be taken and offered: and did as 
were laid, and out of which came forth fire that|the Lord bad faid unto him, all the above things, 
confumed them; and where the altar, called by the}he fet about them at once, and difpatched them 
name of ¥ebovab-/balom, had been built by him, jall in one night; fo ready and chearful was he in 
near it very probably ; and there might be room |obedience to the divine command: and fo it was, 
enough for both upon the top of the rock ; for|Secaufe be feared his father’s houfhold, and the men 
this feems to be a diftinét altar from that, that was|of the city, that be could not do it by day, that be 
erected as a monumental altar, in memory of the|did it by night ; for both his father’s family, and 
miracle there wrought, and in gratitude by Gideon | the inhabitants of the city of Ophrah, were all ido- 
for the prefervation of his life, and the peace and}laters, worfhippers of Baal; and this fear of them 
profperity there and then promifed, and which altar]}was not a fear of being reproached or punifhec 
was to continue, and did; but this was for facri-|for what he did, or of any harm coming to him 
fice, and only for the prefent time; for the proper|for the fact, which as he might expect would be 
place for facrifice was the tabernacle : and this was|known, fo the rifque was the fame, be it done 
to be built in the ordered place; either in the place | when it would; but it was a fear of being reftrain- 
where Gideon was ordered to put the flefh and the}ed and hindered from doing it, and therefore in 
unleavened cakes; or in an orderly way and man-|point of prudence, and confulting the honour of 
ner, according as was commanded in the law, as|God and religion, and not his own fafety, he took 
that it fhould be of earth and unhewn ftones, and|the time of the night to do it in. 
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%. 28. Arid when ihe men of the city arofe early | will ye plead for Baal? what, J/rcelites, and: plead 
in the morning, &c.| And came to the place where for Baal! or what need is there for this, can’t he 
the altar of Baal, his grove and image were, to}plead for himfelf ? will ye fave him? what, take 
pay their morning-devotions to him: behold, the}upon you to fave your god! can’t he fave bim- 
altar of Baal was caft down, and the grove was cut \felf? he ought to fave both himfelf and »you, 
down that was by it, and the fecond bullock was\if he is a god, and not you jave him: de shar 
offered upon the altar that was built; wpon the new |wil/ plead for him, let bim be put to death, whilft it 
altar that Gideon built, and which very probably jis yet morning ; immediately, betore noon, for it 
was burning when they came ; and it is very likely|was now morning when they came to him 3: this 
«that the place, where the altar of Baal had ftood, jhe faid to terrify them, and to exprefs the hatred 
was not far from the rock where this new altar was|he now had of idolatry, and the juft fenfe of its 
erected. being punifhable with death by the law of God. 

y.29. And they foid one to another, who hath\This he may be fuppofed to fay, to fave his fon 
done this thing? &c.] They were ftruck with}from their prefent wrath and fury, hoping by that 
amazement, and could not devife who could be fo|time to find out fome ways and means for his 
daring and wicked as to do fuch an action: andjfafety: if he bea god, let him plead for himfelf, 
when they enquired and afxed; one and another,| Zecaufe one bath caft down his altar; if he isa god, 
every one prefent, or they could think of as pro-|he knows who has done it, and is able to avenge 
per to enquire of; they were very diligent and in-|himfelf on him, and put him to death himfelf 
duftrious to find it out ; and perhaps they enquired|that has done it, and therefore leave it with him 
of the family and fervants of Yoafh and Gideon, in|to plead his own caufe, and avenge his own inju- 
whofe ground the altar ftood: they faid, Gideon|ries: this he faid, deriding the deity ; for thous;h 
the fon of Foafo bath done this thing; when they|Foa/b had been a worfhipper of Baal, yet he might 
had enquired of every body they could, and|be now convinced by his fon of the finfulnefs of 
-thought of one perfon and another, there was none|it, and of the neceffity of a reformation, in _or- 
appeared to them more likely to have done it|der to.a deliverance from the Midianites, for which 
than Gideon; partly becaufe they knew he was no} he had a commiffion, and ‘had perhaps informed 
friend of Baal, and partly becaufe he was a man of; his father of it; or however he was not fo attaclied 
fpirit and courage; and they concluded none but}to £aa/, bur that he preferred the life of his: fon 
fuch an one would have ventured to have done it;}to the worfhip of him. 
and befides, they confidered he was the fon of| y. 32. Therefore on that day he called him Jerub- 
Foafb, who perhaps was their chief magiftrate, and|4aa/, &c.] That is, Foa/b called his fon Gideon 
that he might prefume on his father’s protection, as|by that name ; who; fore think, is the fame with 
they might fuppofe, and being neat the premifes, | ferombalus the prieft of the god evo or Febovab ; 
he was the moft likely perfon they could think of ;|from whom Sanchoniatho, an ancient Phanician writer, 
and it is not improbable, that upon enquiry they|as Philo Byblius fays *, received the principal things 
got it out of the fervants concerned, or that had|in his hiftory refpecting the Fews: faying, Jet Baal 
knowledge of it from them, or from fome that|plead againft him, becaufe be bath thrown down bis 
faw him that morning at the facrifice, or return-|a/tar ; giving this as the reafon of the name of 
ing from it, and therefore peremptorily affert he|Ferubbaal he called him by, which fignifies, de 
was the man that did it. .% Baal plead; \et Baal plead his own caufe, and 

y. 30. Then the men of the city faid unto Foaf>,\avenge himfelf on Gideon for what he has done to 
&c.] The principal inhabitants of the place met\him, and put him to death if -he can, 
together, and in a body went to Foafh their chief] y¥. 33. Them all the Midianites, and the Amale- 
magiftrate, to have juftice done in this cafe: dring|kites, and the children of the eaft, &c.] The Aras 
out thy fon, that be may die; they don’t afk to|bians, fee ¥. 3. were gathered together; not as be- 
have the caufe tried by him, to hear what proof|ing alarmed with this fact of Gideon in deftroying 
they had of the fact, or what Gideon had to fay in|the altar of Baal, and fo came to avenge it; but 
his own defence; nor do they wait for the fen-|it was their ufual time of gathering together to 
tence of Foa/b, but determine it themfelves, and|come into Canaan, being harveit-time; as appears 
require the delinquent to be given up to them, that|by Gideon being employed in threfhing, to fetch 
they might put him to death ; a ftrange requeft of|away the increafe of the earth, as they had done 
Traelites, whofe law judged no man before it heard|for fome years paft : and went ever; the river Yor= 
him ; and befides, according to that, the worfhip-}dan, which lay between the Midianites and the 
pers of Baal, and not the deftroyers of him, and|J/raelites: and pitched in the valley of Fezreel; a 
his altars, were to be put to death, which fhows|very large, delightful and fruitful plain; of which 
how ftrangely mad and infatuated thefe people|fee the note on Hof i. 5. a very proper place for 
were : becaufe he hath cut down the altar of Baal,\f{ach a large number to pitch on, and from whence 
and becaufe be hath cut down the grove that was by\they might receive much; and a fuitable place to 
it ; they take no notice of the bullock which he|bring the increafe of the land to, from the feveral 
had taken and offered, it being his father’s pro-|parts of it, which was the bufinefs they came upon; 
perty; and which feems to confirm the fenfe of ourfJand as this lay on the borders of Hachar and Ma- 
verfion, that there was but one, ¥. 25. for had|mafeb, it was not far from Gideon, and this gave 
the fecond been a different one, and the peoples}him an opportunity of exerting himfelf, and exe+ 
property, they would have accufed him of theft|cuting his commiffion. "Sha 
as well as facrilege refpecting that. ¥. 34. But the fpirit of the Lord came upon Gi- 

¥. 31. And Foaf faid unto all that fiood againft\deon, &c.| Not the fpirit of prophecy, as Mai- 
him, &c.] Againft his fon; that were his accu-|monides*, who calls this fpirit the firft degree of 
fers and adverfaries, and required him to be given|prophecy, but a fpirit of fortitude and courage, as — 
up to them, that they might put him to death:|the Targum the Spirit of God filled him, or as 
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in the. Hebrew text, clothed * him with zeal, 
ftrength and might, moved and animated him to 
engage with this great body of people come into 
the land, to ravage and wafte it, and to attempt 
the deliverance of J/rael from their bondage : and 
be blew a trumpet; as an alarm of war, and.as a 
token to as many as heard to refort to him, and 
join with him in the common caufe againft the 
enemy : and Abiezer was gathered after him the 
Abiczrites; one.of the families of the tribe of Ma- 
xafjeh, of which Gideon, and his father’s houfe 
were; and even it is probable the inhabitants. of 
Opbrab, who were Abiezrites, being now convinced 
of their idolatry, and having, entertained a good 
opinion of Gideon as a man of valour, and who, 
in the prefent emergence, they looked upon as an 
hopeful inftrument of their deliverance, and there- 
fore joined him. ‘ 

¥.35. And he fent meffengers through. all Ma- 
nafjeb, &c.\ OF which tribe he was; not only 
he called by the trumper that part of the tribe the 
Abiezrites, who were within the found of it, but 
the reft of the tribe at a greater diftance from him 
he fent meflengers to, acquainting them with his 
defign, and inviting them to his affiftance. Some 
think this refers both to the half tribe of Mana/- 
feb within Fordan, and the other halt tribe on the 
other fide Yordan ; but that is not very probable, 
only the half tribe within it is meant: who alfo 
was gathered after him; obeying the fummons and 
invitation he gave them by the meffengers: and 
he fent meffengers unto Afher, and unto Zebulun, and 
unto Naphiali, which three tribes lay neareft to 
him on the north; but he fent not to the inhabi- 
tants of the tribe of Ephraim, which lay to the 
fouth, and which afterwards occafioned a quarrel, 
ch. viii. 1. and they came up to meet them; that is. 
the inhabitants of the above three tribes, at leaft 
many of them, came up from the places of their 
habitations to meet Gideon, and thofe that were 
affociated with him, at their place of rendezvous. 

y. 36. And Gideon faid unto God, &c.] Not to 
a prophet of God who was there, of whom he 
afked the following figns to be done, as Ben Ger- 
fom, but to God in prayer, as Abarbinel: if thou 
wilt fave Ifrael by mine hand, as thou haf faid ; 
not that he doubted of it, but was willing to have 
a confirmation of his faith ; and perhaps his view 
was more for the encouragement of thofe that were 
with him than himfelf, that he defired the follow- 
ing figns ; and though he had had one before, that 
was to fhew that he was truly an angel that fpoke 
to him, and not to afcertain the falvation that 
fhould be wrought by him ; though that might be 
concluded from his being an angel that fpoke. to 
him, and affured him of it. 

¥. 37. Behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the 
floor, 8cc.] On the floor where he was threfhing, 
where the angel firft appeared to him, and which 
lay expofed to the open air, fo that the dew might 
eafily fall upon it: and if the dew be om the fleece 
only ; the dew that falls from heaven in the night, 
_when he propofed it fhould lie on. the, floor till 


morning: and it be dry upon all the earth befide ;|\dinances with which they were watered, when the 
meaning not upon all the world, nor even upon all| Gentiles all around them were like a barren wilder- 
the land of J/rael, but upon all the floor about|nefs; fo under the Gofpel-difpenfation, the Gen- 
the fleece: then fhall I know that thou wilt fave tiles fhare the above benefits to a greater degree; 
Ifrael by my band, as thou haft said, for the dew| whilft the Fews are entirely deftitute of them. 


being a token of divine favour, fee Hof. xiv. 5. it 
would fhew that Gidecw would partake of it, whilft 
his enemies would be dry and defolate, and ruin 
-and deftruétion would be their portion. 

¥. 38. And it was fo, &c.] The Lord conde- 
fcended to work this miracle for the confirmation 
of his faith, and for the encouragement-of thofe 
that were with him ; the fleece was wet with the 
dew of heaven, and all the ground about it dry : 
for be rofe up early in the morning ; being eagerly 
defirous of knowing whether his requeft would be 
granted, and how it would be with the fleece: and 
thruft the fleece together ; to fatisiy himfelf whether 
the dew had fallen on it,.and there was any moif- 
ture in it, which by being fqueezed together he 
would more eafily perceive : and wringed the dew 
out of the fleece, a bowl full. of water; fo that it 
appeared it had not only fallen on it, but it had 
taken in a large quantity of it; the word here ufed 
is the fame.as in ch. v, 25. fee the note there; the 
Targum calls it a flagon. 

¥. 39. And Gideon faid unto Gad, &c.| In the 
fame way as before, and on the morning when he 
had been favoured with the fight of the above mi- 
racle: let. mot thine anger be hot againft me, and I 
will [peak but this once; he was confcious to him- 
telf that it fhewed great —prefumption and boldnefs 
in him to repeat his requeft, and that ic had the 
appearance of great diffidence and diftruft in him, 
after he had been indulged with fuch a fign to 
confirm his faith; but as it was not fo much on 
his own account as others, and promifing to afk 
no more favours of this kind, he hoped his bold- 
nefs would not be refented : let me prove, I pray 
thee, but this once with the fleece; one time more 
with it, and that not to try the power of God, of 
which he had no doubt, but the will of God, whe- 
ther it was the good pleafure of God to iave L/rael 
by his hand, and whether now was the time, or 
another : Jet it now be dry only upon the fleece, and 
upon all the ground let there be dew; which might 
feem to be a greater, at leaft a plainer miracle than 
the former, and lefs liable to cavil and objection 5 
for it might be urged, that a fleece of wool natu- 
rally draws in, and drinks up moifture about. it $_ 
wherefore that to be dry, and the ground all around 
it wet, would be a fure fign and evidence of the 
wonderful interpofition of the power and provi« 
dence of God, in directing the fall of the dew on 
the one, and not on the other. 

y. 40. And God did fo that night, &c.] The night 
following, the night being the feafon in which the 
dew falls: for it was dry upon the fleece only, and 
there was dew on all the ground; and this might 
fignify, that not Gédeon only, as before, fhould 
partake of the divine favour, but all the [/raelites, 
who would fhare in the falvation wrought by him. 
Many interpreters obferve, that all this is an em- 
blem of the different cafe and ftate of the Fews 
and Gentiles under the different difpenfations ; that 
whereas under the former difpenfation the ews 
partook of the divine favour only, and of the 
bleflings of grace, and enjoyed the words and or- 
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ee this chapter we have an account of the army| /aying, mine own hand hath Joved me, or glory over 
under Gideon gathered out of feveral tribes,|me, take the glory from me, and afcribe it to 
which from 32,000, were reduced to 300, and|themfelves, boafting that by their power and. 
we are told by what means this was done, y. 1—8.] prowefs they had obtained the victory. : 
and how he was direéted to go into the hoft of the} y¥. 3. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears 
Midianites, where he heard one of them telling his| of the people, &c.] Such a proclamation as fol- 
dream to his fellow, which greatly encouraged him| lows, was, according to the law of God, to be 
to believe he fhould fucceed, ¥. 9—15. alfo we are] madé when J/rael went out to battle againft their 
told the form and manner in which he difpofed of|enemies, Deut. xx. 8. though it looks as if Gideon 
his little army to attack the Midianites, and the| would not have made fuch proclamation, had he 
orders he gave them to obferve, which had the|not been direéted to it by the Lord, his army be- 
defired effect, and iffued in the total rout of that|ing’fo fmallin comparifon of the enemy; and per- 
large body of people, ¥. 16—22, and thofe that} haps Gideon might underftand that law, to have 
were not deftroyed, were purfued by perfons ga-|refpect only to war made for the enlargement of 
thered out of feveral tribes, and the paflages of|their country, and not for defence againft inva- 
Jordan were taken by the Ephraimites, fo that thofe| ders : faying, whofoever is fearful and afraid; to 
that attempted their efcape into their own country,|engage in battle, becaufe of the number of the 
there fell into their hands, ¥. 23—25. enemy : Jet him return and depart early from mount 
Gilead; where it feems they now were, being the 
vy. 1. Then Ferubbaal, who is Gideon, &c.| That} fame with the hill of Moreb, or adjoining toit 3 a 
being the name his father had lately given him,] mountain in the tribe of Manaffeb, fo called either 
ch, vi. 32. and all the people that were with bim|from its likenefs to mount Gilead on the other 
rofe up early; encouraged by the figns and mira-| fide Jordan ; or rather in memory of Gilead, the 
cles wrought, by which he was affured of fuccefs ;}fon of Machir, the fon of Manajeb, from whence 
he was eager to be about his work, and therefore] the half tribe fprung, which was on this fide, as 
rofe early in the morning, and got his army toge-| well as that on the other ; and perhaps this name 
ther, and marched to engage the enemy: aad|might be given to the mount, to fhew that they 
pitched befide the well of Hared, which he might} were of the fame tribe, though feparated by 
chufe for the refrefhment of his army on occafion;| Jordan: now the fearful and faint-hearted had 
or however, fo he was direéted in providence here,| leave given them by this proclamation to return 
where a trial was to be made of them by water:|home direétly ; and as both armies lay fo hear, and 
this well or fountain feems to be the fame with] it might reafonably be expected the battle would be _ 
that in 1 Sam. xxix. 1. it fignifies fear and trem-|the next day, they are directed to get away in the 
bling, and might have its name either from the] morning, as early as they could, that they might 
fear and trembling of the 22,000 J/raelites, whofe} not be {een, and {o be filled with fhame themfelves, 
hearts were difmayed at the Midianites, and they}and difcourage others. ‘Tho’ fome think mount 
were ordered to return home ; or from the fear and| Gilead, on the other fide Yordam, is meant, from 
trembling of the Midianites, who were difcomfited] whence it is fuppofed many came to Gideon, ch. 
here ; the former feems to be the true reafon, fee] vi. 35. and now are ordered to return back, as 
¥. 3. fo that the Midianites were on the north-fide\ many as were fearful; and inftead of from, they ~ 
of them, which Gideon, no doubt, judged to be an| render the word #0, or towards, or beyond Gilead. 
advantageous poft to him : dy the bill of Moreb, in| Kimchi thinks the word we render depart early, has 
the valley ; the valley of Fezreel, one of the moun-} the fignification of furrounding, a diadem being 
tains of Gilboa, as is fuppofed; the Targum is, exprefled by a word from hence, which encom- 
** by the hill which looks to the plain ;” from|paffes the head, J/ xxviii. 5. and fo the fenfe is, 
whence he could have a view of the Midianitif,|that they were ordered to go round about mount 
army, and the difpofition of it. Some think’ this} Gilead, and fo return home; but it rather may fig- 
hill had its name from the Médianitifh archers ;|nify their hafty departure and fpeedy flight, like 
but according to Kimchi and Ben Melech, from|that of a bird, Pf xi. 1. and there returned of 
there being a watch here to direct the ways, ‘or to] she people 22,000, and there remained 10,000; 
give notice to the inhabitants of the valley when|fo that they were in all 32,000: now tho’ thefe 
an army came againft them ; though fome take it}of their own accord came and joined Gideon with 
to be a fchool of fome eminent teacher in thofe]an intention and refolution to ftand by him, and 
days *, fight the enemy, yet when they came and faw 
¥.2. And the Lord faid unto Gideon, the people\ what a large hoft they had to engage with, and 
that are with thee, are too many, 8c.) It appears | how fmall the army was with Gideon, their hearts 
by what follows, that there were 32,000 of them,| failed them, and they were glad to take the ad- 
which was but a {mall army to engage with one] vantage of the proclamation. 
of 100,000 more than they; for fuch was the} y.4. 4nd the Lord faid to Gideon, the people 
army of the Midianites and their affociates, fee ch.}are yet too many, &c.] Though they were but 
viii. 10. but the people were too many, fays the}juft the number that Barak had with him, when 
Lord, for me to give the Midianites into their|he attacked Sifera’s army and got the victory, 
hands , who would be apt to afcribe the victory tol which yet was afcribed to God, whofe hand way 
themfelves, and not to the Lord; to their num-}manifeftly feem in it; but as thefe might be fup- 
ber, ftrength and valour, and not to the hand of}pofed to be able men of valour that remained, 
the Lord: left I/rael vaunt themfelves againft me,|they were too many for God to haye that glory 
he 
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down, unto the water; from the hill on which they 
were, to a brook. that ran at the bottom of it, 
perhaps a ftream from the fountain or well of Ha- 
rod, ¥.1. and 1 will try them for thee there, or 
purge them *, as filver is purged from. drofs, fo 
the word fignifies, as Kimchi. obferves, the righ- 
teous from the wicked, as he thinks; who, with 
others, fuppofe that by thofe who bowed on their 
knees to drink, were fuch as had been ufed to bow: 
the knee to Baal, and the reft not, and fo one 
were difcerned from the other; but this trial was 
only for the fake of Gideon, to direct him whom he 
fhould take with him, and whom not.: and it hall 
be, that of whom I fay unto thee, this fhall go with 
thee, the fame foall go with thee; and of whom/o- 
ever I fay unto thee, this fhall not go with thee, the 
fame fhall not go; by the different manner of his 
men drinking at the water, after related, Gideon 
knew not who fhould go with him, and who not, 
whether they that bowed down to drink, or only 
Japped the water; this was determined by the 
mouth of the Lord, as follows. 

¥. 5. So be brought them down to the water, &c.] 
His whole army of 10,000 men: and the Lord 
faid unto Gideon, every one that lappeth of the wa- 
ter with bis tongue, as a dog lappeth, him halt thou 
Jet by bimfelf; this has led tome, as particularly 
Grotius, to think of the Egyptian dogs ; of whom 
félianus relates *, that they don’t drink at once 
freely, and to fatiety, being afraid of the croco- 
diles in the river ; but run about the bank, and by 
ftealth foatch’a little here, and a little there, and 
fo fatisfy them{elves: but the allufion here is to 
dogs in common, whofe ufual way it is not to fup 
in, and drink a draught, but by putting ouc their 
tongues to lick and Jap water with them, as yi- 
fiotle * fays, all creatures do that have teeth like 
faws ; and the likenefs between the drinking of 
thefe men, to be obferved, lay not in any thing 
elfe, but in the fingle action of lapping; for they 
firft took the water in the hollow of their hands, 
out of the ftream, and then lapped it, as in ¥. 6. 
whereas a dog does not, and cannot take water 
that way ; and this lapping was ftanding upright, 
whereas dogs in common, as “/ianus in the fame 
place fuggefts, bow themfelves and lap as much 
water as will fatisfy their thirft ; and by this thefe 
men were diftinguifhed from thofe that bowed on 
their knees to drink; for had they not taken up 
water in their hands, they muft have bowed down 
on their knees to have lapped, as well as thofe 
did, to fup it, or take ina large draught of it; 
now all thofe that thus lapped, were to be fet apart 
by themfelves ; but whether they were to go with 
Gideon or not, as yet he knew not: “kewi/e every 
one that boweth down on his knee to drink ; were 
to be fet by themifelves alfo, but which of thofe 
were to go with him, is after related. 

¥. 6. And the number of them that lapped, put- 
ting their hand to their mouth, &c.| That is, that 
took up water in the hollow of their hands, which 
they lifted up to their mouths, and fo lapped it, 
‘as the Egyptians about. the Nile are faid ¢ to do. 


who drank not out of pots and cups, but ufed\dian was beneath him in the valley ; in the 
heir hands to drink with: were 300 men; only|of Fezreel; for it feems as if Gideon, after 
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he intended to difplay in this victory : bring their | 
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fer; even 9,700 ; and it was the cultom of fome 
nations, as the {chthyophagi, or fith-eaters, to catt 
themfelves with their face to the ground, and drink 
after the manner of oxen‘. 5! 

-¥. 9. And the Lord faid unto Gideon, by the 300 
men that lapped, I will fave, and deliver the Mi- 
dianites into. thine hand, &c.} It is hard to fay, 
what character this action of the 300 is expreffive 
of, whether of weaknefs or of courage. Some 
think, that thofe who drank upon their knees were 
faint and weary, and men of intemperance, and 
indulged themfelves, and were unfit for war, whilft 
thofe that only lapped a little water to refreth them- 
felves, appeared to be eager, and in hatte and 
readinefs to engage in it ;.and fo Ben Gerjom takes 
thofe that bowed to be flothful perfons, and thofé 
that lapped, couragious and mighty men; and fo 
were ordered to be taken and go along with Gi- 
deon s and this agrees with the method before taken, 
to difmifs the fearful, and only take thofe that were 
men of courage; but Jofephus ‘is of opinion, that 
they that drank upon their knees were the men 
of {pirit and courage, and thofe that lapped, fuch 
who drank haftily, with trembling, and through 
fear of the enemy, and thefe were ordered to go 
with Gideon, and not the other: and indeed, this 
moft difplays the glory of God to fave //rae/, and 
deliver them from the Midienites by a handful of 
fuch poor difpirited creatures. Though it feems 
that all the 10,000 men were men of courage ; 
and this method was taken not to diftinguifh thofe 
that were the moft couragious, from thofe that 
were the leaft fo, but only to reduce the number 
that fhould be engaged in this battle; for it *be- 
ing the fummer-feafon, it may reafonably be fup- 
pofed that the greater part of the army was very 
thirfty, and would kneel down to take a large 
draught of water, when. thofe that were not { 
thirfty would be the fewer number, and fo taken : 
and let all the other people go every man to bis place ; 
all the reft who bowed on their knees to drink, 
which were 9,700, thefe were ordered to march 


homewards ; though perhaps before they got home, 


hearing of the victory, they returned and-joined in 
the purfuit, ¥. 23. 

W.8. So the people took vittuals in their hands, 
and their trumpets, &c.\ That is, the 300 took 
victuals of thofe that departed, as much as was 
neceflary for them, and alfo their trumpets, being 
directed thereunto by Gideon, no doubt ; perhaps 
they took all the trumpets they had, however, 
as many as would furnifh every man with one. 
And from hence it appears, that thefe 300 that 
were ordered to ftay and go with Gideon, were un- 
armed men, at leaft could carry no arms in their 
hands ; for in one hand they carried their victuals, 
and in the other hand their trumpets, fo that the 
falvation wrought by them would moft clearly ap- 
pear to be of the Lord: and he fent ail the reft of 
Vrael, every man unto his tent ; not to his tent in 
the army, but to his own houfe, in the tribe and 
city to which he belonged : and retained thefe 3-0 
men that had lapped water, to engage with the 
Midianites and their affociates : and the boft of Mi- 
valley 
he had 


fuch a number out of 10,000: Sut all the reft of\brought down his men to the water to be tried, 
the people bowed down upon their knees to drink wa-)went up to the hill again with his 300 men only, 
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to wait the divine orders, when he fhould attack] fion, fetting forth the great number of them which 


the army of Midian below him. ' 

y¥. 9. And it came to pajs, the fame night that the 
Lord faid to bim, &c.) The night after there had 
been fo great a reduction of his army, from 32,000 
to 300: arije, get thee down unto the hoft, ford 
have delivered it into thine hands, thatis, go down 
from the hill where he and his little army were, to 
the valley of fezreel, where lay the numerous hoft 
of Midian ; affuring him, that though the difpro- 
portion was fo very great, the army of Midian 
fhould be delivered into his hands; and it was 
enough that the Lord had faid it, for him to be- 
lieve it; but in fuch circumftances that he was, it 
is no wonder that he had his fears and mifgiving 
of heart, wherefore it follows. > 

¥. 10. But if thou fear to go down, &c.] With 
his little army, to attack a numerous hoft in the 
night, then he is directed to take this ftep firft : ga 
thou with Phurab thy servant down to the boft, ina 
private manner ; perhaps this man was his aid-de- 
camp, or however a trufty fervant in whom he 
could confide, as well as valiant ; more it was not 
proper to take in fuch a fecret expedition, and the 
fewer the better to truft, and lefs liable to the ob- 
fervation of the enemy; and yet it was proper to 
have one with him, being company and animating, 
and who would be a witnefs with him of what fhould 
be heard ; in like manner, and for like reafons, as 
Diomedes and Ulyfes went into the Trojam army %. « 

y. 11. And thou fhalt hear what they hall fay, 
&c.] The Midianites, or what fhall be faid by any 
of them ; for though it was the night-feafon, and 
fo not a time for much converfation, as it may be 
fuppofed to be the dead of the night; yet fome- 
thing would be faid and heard, which is a clear 
proof of the prefcience of God refpecting future 
contingent events : and afterwards fhall thine bands 
be firengthened ; and his heart encouraged by what 
he fhould hear: to go down into the camp ; in an 
hoftile manner, with his 300 men, after his return 
to them : then went he down with Phurab bis fer- 
vant ; firft privately, only they two, leaving his 
little army on the hill : and came auto the outfide of 
the armed men that were iz the hoft ; the centinels, 
who were without-fide the camp, and ftood com- 
pleat in armour to guard it; and they came as 
near to them, in as ftill and private manner as they 
could, withcut being difcovered. The /eptuagint 
verfion is, ‘* to the beginning of the 50 that were 
in the hoft ;” and the Syriac and Arabic verfions, 
** to the captain of the fifty ;” thefe might be a 
party of the outguards, confifting of fifty men, 
with one at the head of them, placed for the fafety 


of the army in the night-feafon, and to give notice: 


_ “of any approach to them, or attempt on them. 
y. 12. And the Midianites and the Amalekites, 
and the children of the eaft, &c.] The Arabians, 


the countries of Midian and Arabia abounded with 5 
‘and were very proper to bring with them, to load 
and carry off the booty, they came for, the fruits 
of the earth ; fee ch. vi. 4, 5. 


y¥. 13. And when Gideon was come, &c.| With 


his fervant, near and within hearing the talk and 
converfation of the out-guards or centinels : there 


was 2 man that told a dream unto bis fellow ; his 


comrade that ftood next him, and was upon guard | 


with him ; perhaps it was a dream he had dreamt 
the night before, or this felf-fame night, being. 


juft called up to take his turn in the watch, and 


fo it was fresh upon his mind : and faid, bebold, I 
dreamed a dream, and lo; thus it was as I am going 
to relate ; twice he ufes the word Sebold, or lo, the 
dream having very much ftruck and impreffed his 
mind, and was what he thought worthy of the at- 
tention of his comrade: a cake of barley bread tum. 
bled into the hoft of Midian ; barley bread, Pliny = 
fays, was the moft ancient food ; the word for 
cake * fignifies a fhadow, and may defign the ap- 
pearance of a barley-loaf ; or fomething like one, 
to him appeared in the dream: or a noifé; the 
noife of it rolling and tumbling, fo that it feemed 
to the foldier that he heard a noife, as well as faw 
fomething he took for a barley-loaf. archi ob- 
ferves, that it fignifies a cake baked upon coals, 
and it feemed to this man as if it came fmoking 
hot, from the coals, tumbling down an hill, fuch 
an one where Gideon and his army were, and rol- 
ling into the hoft of Médien, which lay in a val- 
ley: and came unto a tent; or, the tent”; the 
largeft and moft magnificent in the hoft ; and Fo- 


fephus * calls it exprefsly the king’s tent, and the 


Arabic verfion the tent of the generals: aud /mote 
it that it fell; which might juftly feem ftrange, 
that a barley-loaf fhould come with fuch a force © 
again{t a tent, perhaps the largeft and ftrongeft in 
the whole camp, which was faftened with cords to 
{takes and nails driven into the ground, fo as to 
caufe it to fall: yea, it is added, and over- 
turned it, that the tent lay along ; turned it topfy- 
turvy, or turned it upwards, asthe phrafe in the 
Hebrew text is; it fell with the bottom upwards ; 
it was entirely demolifhed, that there was no raifing 
and fetting of it up again. 

¥. 14. And bis fellow anfwered and fatd, &e,} 
As the dream was no doubt from God, {fo the in- 
terpretation of it was; it was he that put into the 
mind-of the foldier’s comrade to whom he told it, 
to interpret it as follows ; or otherwife in all like- 
lihood he would never have thought of it: sis is 
nothing elfe fave the fword of Gideon, the fon of Fo- 
afo, aman of Irael ; that is, this fignifies nothing 
elfe, and a, fit emblem it was of him and his little 
army. A cake is but a {malt thing, and let it 
come tumbling as it will, can have no force or 


who with the dmalekites joined the Midianites in this|{trength in it equal to overturna tent; anda cake 
expedition’: Jay along in the valley ; in the valley of|of barley is mean and contemptible ; and a cake 
Fezreel, in their tents, which overfpread the val-|baked under afhes, or on coals, is what is foon 
ley, or at leaft great part of it : like gra/shoppers|and haftily done, and fitly reprefented the {mal- 
for multitude, or locufts, which ufually come in} nefs and weaknefs of Gideon’s army, their mean- 
great numbers, and cover the air and the fun where} nefs and contemptiblenefs ; the J/raelites being, a 
they fly, and the earth where they light, as they] Yo/epbus ° reprefents the foldier faying, the vileft 
did the land of Egypt; this army confifted at leaft|of all the people of 44a; and thofe that were 
of 135,000 men, as is clear from ch. viii. 10. and| with Gideon were fuddenly and hattily got together 
their cainels were without number, as the fand is by|raw and undifciplined, and very unfit to enga : 
the fea-fide for multitude ; an hyperbolical expre{-| the veteran troops of the united forces of Midian, 


Amalek, 


¥ Homer. Iliad. ro, v. 222, &ce. = Nat. Hift. 1.18. c. 7. a biby umbra, vid. Guffetium, p, 71 i 
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Ch. vil. ¥. 15—19. — 


Amalek, and Arabia. It appears from hence, that 
Gideon’s name was well known in the camp of Mi- 
dian, what was his defcent, and his charaéter as a 
valiant man, which is meant by a man. of Ifrael , 
namely, a courageous mighty man, and the very 
name of him might {trike with terror : for into bis 
hands bath God delivered Midian and all his bof , 
which the man concluded from this dream, and 
the interpretation of it fuggefted to him from God, 
and impreffed upon his mind; which he fpeaks of 
with the greateft affurance and confidence, which 
he was infpired to do, for the ftrengthening of Gi- 
deon, andthe encouragement of him to come down 
with his army, and fall on the hoft of Midian. 
v.15. And it was fo when Gideon heard the tel- 
ling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, 
&c.] Or, the breaking of it *; the dream itfelf be- 
ing like fomething clofed up and fealed, and the 
interpretation of it was like the breaking of a feal, 
and difcovering what is hid under it; or like a 
nut, the kernel of which cannot be come at till the 
fhell is broken: shat he worfbipped; bowed his 
head with an awful reverence of God, and a fenfe 
of his divine majefty, and worfhipped him by fend- 
ing an ejaculatory prayer and praife to him ; and 
fo the Targum, ‘“* and he praifed;” praifed God for 
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likewife, 8c.) Obferve what I do, and do the faimes 
in blowing a trumpet, breaking a -pitcher, and 
fhouting with the words exprefled by him: and be- 
hold, when I come to the cuthde of the camp , where 
the centinels ftood, and the watch wes fet: i feall 
be that as I do, fo foallye do ; and not before; a 
trumpet was not to be blown, nor a pitcher broken, 
nor atorch held out, nor a word ipoken, till juft 
they came to the outfide of the camp ; and then 
they were to obferve the motions of Gideon, and 
do as he did. 

¥. 18. When 1 blow with a trumpet, I and all that 
are with me, &c.) He being at the head of one of 
the three companies, ¥.19. perhaps the middle« 
moft, which might ftand for the body of the army ; 
and the other two be oné to the right, and the 
other to the left of him, and fo could mote eafily 
difcover his motions : thew blow ye the trumpet alfo 
on every fide of all the camp ; for it feemsthey were 
fo difpofed as to be around the camp, which when 
the trumpets were blown at orice: on every fide; 
with fuch a blaze of light, and crafhing of the 
pitchers, muft be very terrifying, as if there was 
no way for them to efcape, and efpecially when 
they fhould hear the following dreadful founds : 
and fay, the fword of the Lord, and of Gideon; 


this gracious encouragement he had given, the af-jor for the Lord, and for Gideon ; and which may 
furance of victory he now had ; for he faw clearly|be fupplied, either the fight is for the Lord, and 
the hand of God inall this, both in caufing one of|for Gideon , or the victory is for the Lord, and 
the foldiers to-dream as he did, and giving thejfor Gideon, we fupply it from y. 20. The name 
other the interpretation of it, and himfelf the hear. |'febovah, thefe heathens had often heard, as the God 
ing of both: and returned into the hoft of I/rael ;j0f Tract, would now be dreadful to them, and the 
fuch an one as it was, confifting only of 300 un-!name of Gideon alfo ; whofe name, as appears by 
armed men: and faid, arife ; from their fleep and}the interpretation of the dream, was terrible among 
beds, it being the night-feafon; and from theirjthem; for which reafon Gideon added it, and not 
tents, and defcend the hill with him: for the Lordjout of arrogance and vanity ; and puts it after the 
hath delivered into your hand the boft of Midian, hejname of the Lord, as being only an inftrument 
made now no doubt of it, it was as fure tohim as|the Lord thought fit to make ufe of, otherwife all 
if it had been actually done ; hence Gideon is re-\the glory belonged to him. 
nowned for his faith, though he fometimes was} y. 19. So Gideon and the 100 men that were with 
not without his fits of diffidence ; fee Heb. x. 32. | him, &c.] Which was one of the three companies 
y. 16. And he divided the 300 men into 3 com-\his army was divided into, and which company he 
panies, &c.] 100 in a company, partly to makejhad the command of particularly : came unto. the 
the better figure, a fhew of an army, witharightioutide of the camp, in the beginning of the middle 
and left wing, and partly that they might fall upon|watch; the fecond watch, for the night was divi- ° 
the camp of Midian in different parts: aad he pat\ded into three watches ; for though in after times 
a trumpet in every man’s band, they that returned|there were four watches, among the Romans» , 
of the trumpeters having left their trumpets behind} and which the Fews received from them ; hence in 
them, whereby there was a fufficient number for|the new teftament we read of the fourth watch ; 
300 men ; and thefe were put into their hands,|yet in earlier times, with the ews and other eaftern 
that when they blew them together, the noife wouldj nations, there were but three watches, as affirmed 
be very great; and it would feem as if they were} by Farchi and Kimchi onthe place: and very wifely 
an exceeding great army, and fo very much terrify} did Gideon fix on this watch for the time of his co- 


their enemies: with empty pitchers, and lamps with 
the pitchers; the pitchers were of earth, and fo 
eafily broken, and would make a great noife when 
clafhed againft each other ; and thefe were empty 
of water, or otherwife would not have been fit to 
put lamps into, and the lamps put in them were 
not of oil; for then when the pitchers were bro- 
ken, the oil would have run out ; but were a-kind 
of torches, made of rofin, wax,’ pitch, and fuch 
“like things; and thefe were put into the pitcher, 
partly to preferve them from the wind, and chiefly 
to conceal them from the enemy, till juft they 
came upon them, and then held them out ; which 
in a dark night would make a terrible blaze, as 


ming ; for had he come at the firft watch, many as 
yet might not have been in bed, or at leaft not fal- 
len afleep; and had hecome in the third watch, 
many might have been awake out of their fleep, 
and others up; but he took this time, a little after 
midnight, in the dead of the night, when the 
whole army was faft afleep : and they had but newly 
et the watch; the firft watch were juft gone off, 
and the fecond were placed in their room ; but fince 
fuch an obfervation feems in a good meafure unne- 
ceflary, for as Gideon came in the beginning of the 
watch it muft in courfe be newly fet, rather the 
words may be rendered, in raifing they raifed up the 
watch *; that is, Gideor and his men did it by 


before they ferved to give them light down the hill]their approach ; and they might call to them’ on 


into the camp. 


purpofe to give the alarm to the army, who upon 


¥. 17. And be faid unto them, look on me, and do|\ that would at once hear the found of the trumpets, 
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and the clattering of the pitchers, and. fee the}|were brokem ; they could not put themfélves in 
torches burning, to their great furprize: and they}rank and file, but were thrown into the utmoft 
blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in|confufion; and cried as being in the utmoft dan- 
their hands; as {oon as they came up to the watch |ger of their lives, and fled for their fafety as faft as. 
and had raifed them ; this did Gideon and his hun-|they could ; fee J, xxvii. 13. Hed..vi. 18. it 
dred men. Ce ¥. 22. And the 300 men blew the trumpets, &e.} 

¥.20. And the three companies blew the trumpets,\|Kept blowing them to continue and increafe the 
and brake the pitchers, &c.| ‘The other two, ob-|terror of the enemy, and {till held the lampsin their 
ferving what Gideon and his company did, followed}hands, and ftood as torch-bearers to light the A@- 


their example, and at the fame time blew their 
trumpets, and broke their pitchers ; for that there 
were four companies, three befides Gideon’s, as 


dianites and their affociatesto deflroy one another, 
as follows: and the Lord fet every man’s fword 
againft bis fellow throughout the hoft ; and fo flew 


Kimchi and Ben Melech fuggeft, there is no reafonjone another ; either fufpecting treachery, as Gro- 
io believe : and held the lamps in their left hands ;\tius, and {o in revenge, wrath, and indignation, 
which they took out of the pitchers when they/drew .heir {words on each other; or through the ~ 
broke them, and holding them up in their left|terror and amazement they were in at the founds 
hands, gave a great blaze of light, which muft bejthey heard, and the blazing torches dazzling their 
very furprizing to the hoft of Midian, juft awakedjeyes, they knew not what they did, or who they 
out of their fleep: and the trumpets in their right\fell upon, taking their friends for foes, fuppofing 


hands to blow withal ; and which they continued 
blowing, the found of which mutft be very dread- 
ful, fince it might-be concluded from fuch a num- 
ber of trumpets, that there mult be a vaft army : 
and they cried, the fword of the Lord and of Gideon ; 
fignifying that was drawn againft the Midzanites, 
and they muft expect to be cut in pieces by it, fince 
the fword was ‘febovab’s, fent and commifiioned by 
him, and was put into the hand of Gideon as an 
inftrument, with which execution would be done, 
the Lord helping him. The Targum is, ‘* the 
{word of the Lord, and victory by the hand of 
Gideon ;’? which victory was to be afcribed to the 
{word and power of God. . This was an emblem 
of the efficacy of the word of God, accompanied 
with his power, to the deftruction of the kingdom 
of Satan ; the blowing of the trumpets may de- 
note the miniftration of the gofpel, the great trum- 
pet to be blowed by the apoftles and minifters of 
the word; the holding forth the. lamps may fig- 
nify the fame, the light of the divine word in the 
minifters of it, and the holding forth of it to others; 
and which is carried in earthern veffels, frail mor- 
tal men; and done that the excellency of the 
power may appear to be of God, and not of men ; 
and the fword of the Lord is the word of God in 
the souths of minifters, accompanied by the 
power of God; for it can only be through God 
that fuch weapons of warfare can become mighty 
to do the execution that is done by them; fee 2 Cor. 
iv. 7. and x. 4, 5. blowing of trumpets, and then 
a cry or fhout of the foldiers to terrify the enemy, 
were ufed in later times *. 

y. 21. And they ftood every man in his place around 
the camp, &c.] To fee the falvation of God, and 
that it might moft clearly appear to be his own 
doing ; and indeed had they gone into it, they 
could have done nothing ; they had no weapons 
in their hands, a trumpet in one hand, and a lamp 
in the other; though this their pofition ferved to 
increafe the terror of the enemy, who might fup- 
pofe that they ftood either to light and introduce a 
large army at the back of them ; or to light the 
forces already in the midft of them, whilft they 
deftroyed them; which latter feems rather to be 
the thing their imaginations were poffeffed with, 


the J/raelites were got into their campy and the ra- 
ther they might be led into this miftake, fince 
there were p2ople of different languages among 
them, as ¥o/epbus ™ obferves ; but the thing was of 
God, it was he that took away their reafon and 
judgment from them, and infatuated them, and 
filled their imaginations with fuch f{trange appre- 
henfions of things ; and threw-into their minds 
fuch terror and amazement, and direSted them to 
point their {words at one another : and the boft fled 
to Beth-fhittab in Zererath , that isy which was 
left of it, which had not deftroyed each other ; the 
firft of thefe places fhould be read Beth-ba/hittab 5. 
and perhaps had its name from the /hittab or fhit= 
tim trees which might grow near it in plenty, or 
the houfes in it might be built of /bittim wood ; of 
it may be here ftood a temple formerly dedicated 
to fome deity of this name, and near it a grove of 
the above trees. Zererath, Kimchi observes, is 
written with two Refbes, or R’s, to diftinguith it 
from another place called Tzeredah ; but where 
either of thefe places mentioned were cannot be 
particularly faid ; though it is highly probable they 
were in the tribe of Manaffeh, and in the way to 
Fordan, whither in all probability the Midianites 
would fteer their courfe to efcape to their own land > 
and to the border of Abel-meholab unto Taboath x 
the former of thefe was the birth-place of Eiéj/ba 
the prophet, 1 Kings xix. 16. and it appears very 
plainly that it was in the tribe of Manajfeh, being 
mentioned with other places in that tribe, 1,Kings iv. 
12. Ferom" under this word fays, there was in his 
time a village in 4u/on, or the plain, ro miles. 
from Scythopolis to the fouth, which was called. 
Bethabula, and the Targum is, ** to the border of. 
the plain of sbel-mebolah ;” but of Tabbath we 
no where elfe read. 

¥. 23. Ard the men of Ifrael gathered themfelves 
together, &c.} Not out of all the tribes, but out. 
of thofe which Jay neareft, and which are. parti- 
cularly mentioned : out of Napbtali, and out of 
Afoer, and out of all Manafeb; and thefe feem to 
be the fame perfons out of thofe tribes who firft 
joined Gideon, but were feparated from his army ; 
both thofe that were fearful, and thofe that bowed 
their knees to drink, and who perhaps had not - 


fince they fell to flaying their fellows, fuppofing|gone far before they heard of the defeat and flight 
thei to be enemies, as in the following verfe : andjof the Midianites, and therefore though they had 
all the hoft ran and cried, and fled, or were bro-|not courage to face the enemy, at leaft mott of 
tew+ 3 as fome render the firft word, their lines}|them, yet had fpirit enough to purfue a flying 


enemy ; 
‘ Attuba terribilem fonitum, &c, Virgil. Aineid. 9 + ¥"\) confra&a, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus. 
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enemy ; wherefore they returned, or however di-|Oreb, and Zeeb, &c.| The one fignifies a raven 
rected their courfe the neareft way, where they}and theother a wolf; which were either nicknames 
fuppoted they fled : and purfued after the Midian-|given them becaufe of their voracioufnels and 
ites ; and thofe that were with them. cruelty, or which they took themfelves, or their 

y.24. And Gideon fent meffengers throughaut all\anceftors before them, to make themfelves. ter- 
mount Ephraim, &c.] To raile the inhabitants of]}rible to others ; fo the Romans had the families of 
it, who lay nearer Fordan, to which the Midianites|the Corvini, 8cc. and they flew Oreb upon the rock 
would make, in order to intercept them in their|Oreb; perhaps they found him in a caye of the 
flight ; or however get poffeffion of the fords of|rock, and dragging him out flew him, from whence 
Fordan before them, and hinder their paffage over/the rock afterwards had its name. So we read of 
it: faying, come down againft the Midignites, for|therock of Corax in Homer ® , which was in Ithaca, 
though he had routed them, and they were fled be-|and another high mountain of the fame name in 
fore him, yet he had not men enough with him to! 4folia, mentioned by Livy 2, and which fignifies 
deftroy them ; and befides as they had their camels ' the fame as Ored, This isa different rock or moun- 
to ride on, and he and his menonly on foot, they] tain from Horeb, the fame with Sinai, from whence 
could not come up with them: and take before them|the law was given; which always ought to be 
the waters unto Beth-barab and Jordan; namely,| written with an H orCA, to diftinguith it from this ; 
all the fords and paflages over Fordan, reaching} though that is written Ored by Ladantius', and fo 
from the lake of Genefaret to Beth-barab, the fame|by Milton + , contrary to the propriety of the lan 
with Bethgbara, Fob. i. 28, which was a paflage|guage : and Zeeb they flew at the wine-prefs of 
over Yordan, or thefe waters were, as Kimchi\ Zeeb ; the Targum is, the plain of Zech, which, as 
thinks, diftinét from thofe of Fordan, and were| Kimchi and Ben Gerfom fuppofe, was in the form 
waters that lay in the way of the flight of the Mi-jof a wine-prefs, having high lips or hills around 
dianites, before they came to Beth-barab, theirlit, and which afterwards took its name from this 
paflage over Yordan; and Farchi thinks they were] prince being flain in it: and purfued Midian , the 
waters, which divided between Syri¢ and the land|reft of the AMidiauites, even beyond Jordan, thofe 
of Canaan, which is not likely ; others think the|that got over it: and brought the beads of Oreb and 
waters are the fame with Fordan, and render the|Zeeb to Gideon on the other fide Fordan ; that is, 
words, take the waters—even Jordan ° ; gain the|when he had paffed over it the next morning, as 
paffes over that before them, and {fo prevent their| farchi remarks ; for after this we read of Gideon's 
efcape to their own land: then all the men of\going over Fordan, ch. viii. 4. unlels this is {aid 
Ephraim ; that is, great numbers of them, whofe|by way of anticipation; though the phrafe will 
hearts were inclined to, and whofe fituation lay|bear to be rendered, om this fide Fordan, for it fig- 
beft for this fervice : gathered themfelves together ;\nifies both. It feems they cut off the heads of 
in a body, at fome place of rendezvous appointed ; |thofe two princes, and prefented them to Gideon, 
aud took the waters unto Beth-barah and Fordan ;\as it has been ufual to bring the heads of enemies 
took poffeffion of all the pafics, and guarded them, |to kings and conquerors; fee 1 Sem. xvii. 54. and 
as Gideon directed. 2 Sam. iv. 2; 8. 

y. 25. And they took two princes of the Midianites, 


Ola hee: GP eran 8 04 


N this chapter we are told how Gideon pacified | ved us thus, neglected them, overlooked them, which 
the Epbraimites, who complained becaufe they |they took as a reproach to them, and asif he had 
were not fent untoto fight the Médienites, y, 1, 2,|bore them ill-will: that thou called us not when 
3. how he purfued the Médianites, until he taok| thou wentet to fight with the Midianites ? that he 
their two kings, and on his return chaftized the}did not call them firft, when he called other tribes, 
men of Succoth and Penuel, becaufe they refufed 


to relieve his men with food as they were purfuing, 
y¥. 4—17. how he flew the two kings of Midian, 
y. 18—21, and after this conqueft refufed to take 
the government of J/rgel when. offered him, y. 
22, 23. how he requefted of the J/raelites the ear- 
rings they had taken from the Midianites, with 
which he weakly made an ephod, which proved a 
Snare to his houle, ¥. 24027. how that the people 
were in peace forty years during his life, and that 
he had a numerous iffue, and died in a good old 
age, ¥. 28-32. but that after his death the J/- 
raelites fell into idolatry, and were ungrateful to his 
family, ¥. 23, 34> 35: 


as Afber, Zebulun, and Naphtali, when they were 
as near or nearer, and more nearly allied, being 
both the defcendants of Fofeph; and were the 
tribe that Faced had given the preference to; and 
being of proud. fpirits they envied the glory that 
Gideon, who was of the tribe of Manafeb, had 
got; and by which they werejealous he would ad- 
vance that tribe above theirs : and they did chide 
with, him foarply; wled rough words and ill lan- 
guage, and threw out many keen and biting ex- 
preffions, which difcovered great anger and wrath, 
envy and ill-will. 

¥. 2. And he faid unto them, &c.] In a very 
mild and gentle manner, giving foft words, which 
turn away wrath : what have I done in comparifon 


y. 1. And the men of Ephraim faid unto bim, 8c.) \of you ? he and his men, he fignifies, had only blew 


To Gideon, when they brought him the heads of|trumpets, broke pitchers, and held torches; it was 
Oreb and Zeeb taking this to be a proper oppor-|the Lord that did all, and fet the Midianites one 
tunity to expoftulate and chide with him, when |againft another to flay each other ; and in the pur- 
they had done fo much fervice : why haft thou fer-\fuit as yet he had only picked up and flain fome 
common 
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common foldiers, when they had taken two princes} thefe men of Succoth would thare with others; the?” 
of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, and had brought'their| were the arguments, and cogent ones they were, 
heads in triumph to him : is not the gleaning of the|to perfuade them to give his weary troops forme re-_ 
grapes of Ephraim, better than the vintage of Abiezer ?) frefhment. : " 
the family of Abiezer, of which’ Gideon was; the] y¥. 6. And the princes of Succoth frid, 8c.) The 
meaning is, that whereas he began the fight, which} chief magiftrates of the place made anfiver, one’ 
may be called the vintage, and they had finifhed it,{in the name of the reft, for the word aid is in’ 
which was like gleaning; yet what they did laft|the fingular number: are the hands of Zebab and 
was much preferable to what was done by him at|Zalmunna now in thine bonds? that is, are they 
firft ; or the princes of Midian, which they hadjtaken prifoners, and hand-cuffed, or their hands. 
taken in the purfuit, and was like gleaning after albound behind them, ‘and put into the Hands of Gi- 
vintage, were equal, yea fuperior, to all the camp|deon, to do with them as he pleafed ? no, they 
of Midian, or that part of it that had fallen into|were not ; and they fuggeft they never would, de- 
his hands. The Targum is, ‘* are not the weak|riding him and his fmall number of men as not a 
of the houfe of Ephraim, better than the {trong of|match for thefe kings, whom, perhaps a little before, 
the houfe of  Abiezer ?” they had feen pafs by with 15,000 men; with 
y¥. 3. God hath delivered into your hands the princes\whom his little army would not be able to encoun- 
of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, &c.] A high honour|ter, fhould they turn and fall upon them, which 
this conferred upon you, and with which you mayj}they fuppofed would be the cafe; and therefore 
be well contented: and what was I able to do in\fay they, when thefe arein thine hands, which they 
comparifon of you ? what he had done in defeating|thought would never be, it will be time enough, 
and purfuing the army of Midian, in flaying and|that we fhould give bread to thine army? for they 
taking any of them prifoners, was nothing in]|feared fhould they do that, thefe kings would hear 
comparifon of what they had done; nay, he fig-jof it, and they fhould fuffer for it, and their bon- 
nifies, that he was not capable of doing any thing}dage be harder than it was before ; fo felfith and 
worth mentioning without them; the glory of fi-|diffident in themfelves, fo cruel and uncompaffionate 
nifhing this conqueft was referved for them: fhen|to their brethren, and fo ungrateful to:their deli- 
their anger was abated towards him when he had\verers, which ftirred up the fpirit of this humble 
faid that, it being what gratified their pride and|and good man to great refentment. 
was pleafing to them; and this conduct of Gideon| y.7. And Gideon faid, &c.] In anfwer to the 
fhewed him to be a wife and humble man. princes of Succoth : therefore when the Lord bath 
¥. 4. And Gideon came to Fordan, and paffed over,\ delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into mine hand; of 
&c.] That river; fee the note on ch. vii. 25. 4e}which he made no doubt, having the promife of 
and 300 men that were with bim , at the defeat of|God that he would deliver theshoft of Midian into 
the Midianites in the valley of Fezreel; fo that|his hand, on which his faith refted ; and having it 
neither at that, nor in the purfuit of them hither-|in great part performed already, moft firmly be- 
to, had he loft one man : faint, yet purfuing them ;| lieved the full performance of it; fee ch: vii. 7, 9: 
they were’faint with being up all night, and con-|then Iwill tear your flelb with the thorns of the wil- 
tinually blowing their trumpets; and had been up-|derne/s, and with briers ; which grew in a wilder- 
onthe purfuit of their enemies ever fince the de-/nefs near this city, and from whence, as Kimcbi 
feat ; and yet though they were {fo faint, they didjthinks, it had its name; the word Succoth being 
not leave off the purfuit, but were eager at it. ufed: for thorns in Fob xli. 7. and the fenfe is, 
¥. 5. And he faid to the men of Succoth, 8c.}\either that he would fcourge them with thorns and 
The inhabitants of that place, the principal men|briers ; or, as the Targum, thruft their flefh upon 
of it, which lay in his way ashe was purfuing the|them ; which Kimchi interprets of cafting their na- 
Midianites in their flight to their own country ; for|ked bodies upon thorns and briers, and then tre 
this was a city on the other fide Yordan, and in the|ing on them with the feet ; or draw a cart over 
tribe of Gad, and was inhabited by J/raelites, Fo/b.|them, as they thus lay, in liké manner as it was 
xiii. 27. it had its name from the booths or tents|ufual to do’ when corn was threfhed out fee i 
owhich Facob erected here, ‘Gen. xxxiii. 17. give I| xxviii. 27. 
pray you loaves of bread unto the people that follow| y. 8. And he went up thence to Penuel, &c.) A 
‘me; he did not defire them to quit their habitations} place not far from Succoth, and to which alfo Fa- 
and families, and‘join him in purfuing his and|cod gave name, from the Lord’s appearing to him 
their enemies, or to’ furnifh him and his men with|there face to face, Gen. xxxii. 30. but here was 
arms ; only to give them fome provifions, and that|nothing of God in this place now: and /pake unto 
not dainties, but loaves of bread; or morféls of|them likewife ; defired bread for his men, as he had 
bread‘, and broken pieces; and thefe he did notjof the inhabitants of Succoth : and the men of Pe- 
demand in an authoritative manner, as he might|#uel anfwered bim, as the men of Succoth had anfwer- 
-have done as.a general, but in a way of intreaty ;}ed him ; denied him his requeft in the fame jeering 
and the arguments he ufes are, for they be faint ;| manner. coil 
for want of food, through the long fatigue from] y. 9. And he {pake alfo unto the men of Penuel, 
midnight hitherto, in the purfuit of the-enemy,|&c.] Ina threatening -way, as he had fpoken to the 
and which was not over: aud I am purfuing after|men of Succoth : faying, when I come again in peace. 
Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian ; who had|having conquered all his enemies, and delivered 
‘fled with 15,000 men, and were now, as Farchi| I/rael from their bondage, and reftored peace and 
conjectures, deftroying the countries of Reuben and| profperity to them, of which he had no doubt : J 
‘Gad, and the «half tribe of Manafeb, and now|will break down this tower ; pointing to it, and 
-Gideon and his men were clofely purfuing them,}which ftood in their city, and in which they placed 
‘in hopes of . taking them, .and fo compleat -the|their confidence ; and when he threatened them, 
conqueft, and thoroughly deliver J/rae/from their| boafted of it as their fecurity. 
bondage on both fides Jordan, the benefits of which! y.10. Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Kar- 
' ipsa 
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kor, &c.] Ferom* under this word fays, there was expoftulating with him, ahd his anfwer to them, 
in his time a caftle called Carcaria, a day’s journey and his ftay at Succoth and Penuel; which make 
from Petra, which was the metropolis of Jdumea ; it more probable that the day following was 
but whether the fame with this is not clear: and fpent in the purfuit, and that it was the night after 
their boft with them, about 15,000 men; to which that that the whole affair was finifhed ; and before 
number Gideon and his 300 men were very un-|fun-rife, Gideow returned to Penuel and Succoth 
‘equal ; and yet, faint and weary as they were, jagain ; fo Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel, but accord- 
clofely purfued them, attacked and conquered ing to the Targum, Farchi, and Kimchi, this phrafe 
them. ‘fo/ephus” very wrongly makes this num-|is to be rendered defore the fun-fet, whilft it yet ap- 
ber to be about 18,000: all that were left of the| peared, and was above the horizon; and fo it mutt 
hofts of the children of the eaft ; the 4rabians, who|be in the day-time that he purfued the two kings 
with the Amalekites joined the Midianites in this}and took them, and returned before fun-fet, 
expedition 5 and perhaps the remainder of the Abendana obferves the word for Jun may be the 
army chiefly confifted of Arabians, the others ha-|name of a place, and fo the Septuagint, Syriac, 
ving moftly fuffered in the valley of Fezreel, andjand s4rabic verfions call it the afcent of Ares or 
at the fords of ‘Fordan : for there fell 120,000 men} Heres ; as if it was the name of the place from 
that drew {word ; befides infirm men, women, and|whence Gideon returned, fo called in like manner 
children, which may reafonably be fuppofed ; folas the afcent of Akrabbim, and the like. 
that this hoft confifted of 135,000 fighting men. YW. 14. And caught a young man of the men of Suc- 
y.11. And Gideon went up by the way of them|\coth, and enquired of him, &c.\ Juft before he came 
that dwell in tents, 8cc.] That is, of the Arabians |to the city, he {pied a young man which belonged to 
and Kedarenes, who dwelt in tents for the fake of|it, and laid hold on him, and enquired of him 
feeding their flocks, as the Targum and Farchi ;)about the chief magiftrates of the city, who they 
he did not purfue them in the direCt road, but|were, what their names, and their places of abode : 
went a round about way, where thefe people dwelt, |and he defcribed unto him the princes of Succoth, and 
that he might furprize the hoft of the kings of Mi-|the elders thereof, even 77 men ; by which it ap- 
dian at an unawares: and he came upon them, oz|pears that this was no inconfiderable city to have 
tbe eaft of Nobab and Fogbebab ; the firft was in|fo many princes and elders in it ; thefe the young 
the tribe of Manaffeb, and the latter in the tribe of}man defcribed to Gideon, what fort of men they 
Gad, and’both it feetms were on the confines of|were, what their names, and where they dwelt : or 
thofe tribes; fee Numb. xxxii. 35,42. the Targum|he wrote unto him’ ; wrote down their names, and 
calls the latter Ramatha ; both words have the fig-|what part of the city they dwelt in ; or Gideon 
nification of height in them, this city very pro-|took down in writing for himfelf their names and 
bably being built on an eminence. According to|places of abode from the young man, that he might 
Bunting * Penuel was two miles from Succoth, No-|not forget: and in this Gideon fhewed great wif- 
bab two miles from Penuel, and Fogbebah four miles|dom, and ftrict juftice ; being defirous to punifh 
from Nobab, and Karkor four miles from Fogbebab, only the delinquents, and not the innocent with 
whither he purfued the kings, and took them, af- the wicked, the people with their rulers ; for tho’ 
ter he had difcomfited the army: and /mote the boft,|he afked bread of the men of Succoth, the anfwer 
or the boft was fecure ; having got over Fordan, and|was returned in the ill-natured manner it was by 
it being night very probably, they thought them-]the princes, 
felves fafe from Gideon’s army, who they could] ¥. 15. And he came unto the men of Succoth, &c.]} 
have no thought that they would come up with|Entered the city, and befpoke the inhabitants of it 
them fo foon, being on foot, weary, and fatigued. Jin the following manner : and faid, bebold, Zebab and 
y. 12. And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled,\ Zalmunna with whom ye did upbraid me ; as not in 
&c.] Their hoft being fmitten and thrown into}his hands, and never would be, he being with his 
confufion by the fudden approach of Gideon’s army ;|300 men an unequal match to them with 15,000 ; 
and who probably attacked them in fomewhat like|but he had taken them, and brought them with 
manner as before, blowing their trumpets, and|{him, and perhaps fpared them for this very reafon, 
calling out the fword of the Lord and of Gideon ,}to, let them fee they were in his hands, and how 
which were fuch terrifying founds to them, that}calls upon them to behold them with their own 
they fled at once: he purfued after them, and took\eyes, concerning whom they had flouted and jeer- 
the two kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and\ed him : faying, are the hands of Zebah and Zal- 
difcomfited all the boft , or terrified them, fo that}|munna now in thy hand, that we should give bread 
they fled fome one way and fome another, and the] unto thy men that are weary ; he deliverstheir own 
kings being left alone were eafily taken. , exprefs words, which he had carefully obferved 
y.13. And Gideon the fon of Foafb returned from\and laid up fn his memory, for their greater con- 
battle, &c.| To Penuel and Succoth, to chaftife|viction and confufion ; only adds the character of 
them for their ill treatment of him and his men :|his men that they were weary, to expofe their vile 
before the fun was up ; by which it appears that it]ingratitude the more, that they fhould refufe them 
was in the night that he fell upon the hoft at Kar-|a few loaves of bread, who were faint and weary. in 
kor, which muft be the night following ; it could|the fervice of them. 
not be the fame night in which he had defeated} y. 16. And he took the elders of the city, &c.J 
them in the valley of Fezreel,; though Vatablus|All of them, efpecially thofe of them who had 
thinks this battle was begun and finifhed in one|been moft guilty, and had them to a proper place, 
night ; but there were, according to this hiftory,|where they might be made public examples of : 
fo giany things done after the firft defeat, as fend-|and thorns of the wildernefs, and briers ; which were 
ing theffengers to mount Epbraim and the Ephraim-| near at hand, and foon cut up, for which he gave 
ites, upon the taking the fords of ordan, and|orders to proper perfons: and with them he taught 
bringing the heads of Oreb and Zeed to Gideon,|\the men of Succoth; either the inhabitants of he 
place 


~ * Deloc. Heb. fol. go. B. w Antiqu. 1. 5. ¢. 6. §. 5. * Travels of the Patriarchs, &c. p. 109. 
7 YON 3D) & feripfit ad eum, Montanus, Pifcator ; & f{cripfit fibi, Pagninus, Munfter ; fo fome in Drufius, ; 
3 


ao 


+UDG ES. © Chili ry. 


300 


place, as diftin& fromthe elders, by whofe punifh- 
ment he taught them to be cautious not to follow 
fuch examples, or to behave ill to their fuperiors ; 
or the princes and elders of the city are meant by 


«* 


he did’ not. mean brethren in a large fenfe, as all. 
the IJ/raelites were, but in a ftri& fenfe, being fo 
nearly related as his mother’s children : as the Lord 
liveth, if ye had faved them alive, I would not flay 


the men of it, whom Gideon taught or chaftized} you ; for pot being Canaanites, he was not obliged 


with thorns and briers; and fo it is ufual with us 
for a parent or mafter to fay to his child or fervant 
that has offended, I will seach you to do fo or fo, or 
to do otherwife, when he threatens to chaftize : or 
with them be made them to know *; that is, their 
fin and the heinoufnefs of it, by the punifhment he 
inflied on them. dardinel thinks the word know 
has the fignification of mercy in it, as in Exod. 
ii. 25. in that he did not punifh in general the 
men of that city, only the elders of it. The Tar- 
gum is, ** he broke upon them, or by them, the 
men of Succoth ;” fo Farchi and others ; that is, 
he broke the briers and thorns upon them, fcourg- 
ing them with them; or rather, broke and tore 
their flefh by them: whether they died or no, is not 
certain. 

y.17. And he beat down the tower of Penuel, 
&c.] As he threatened he would, ¥. 9. whether 
this was before or after he had chaftized the elders 
of Succoth, is not clear ; one would think by the 
courfe he fteered going from Succoth to Penuel, as 
he went he fhould come to Penuel firft at his re- 
turn; however, he demolifhed their tower in which 
they trufted : and flew the men of the city ; perhaps 
they might, as Kimchi conjectures, refift when he 
went about to beat down their tower ; on which a 
fray might enfue, in which they were flain ; or 
they might upon his approach, fenfible of the of- 
fence they had given him, fly to their tower for 
fafety, and were killed in it when that was beaten 
down about them. In what manner this was done 
is not faid ; no doubt they had inftruments in thofe 
days for demolifhing fuch edifices. 

y¥. 18. Then faid he unto Zebab and Zalmunna, 
&c.]- Not at Penuel or Succoth, but when he had 
brought them into the land of Canaan, and perhaps 
to his own city Ophrah : what manner of men were 
they whom ye flew at Tabor ? mount Tabor, to which 
thefe men had betaken and hid themfelves, in fome 
caves and dens there; fee ch. vi. 2. and thefe kings 
fome little time before the battle had taken them, 
and flew them, of which it feems Gideonhad notice ; 
and fome of his brethren being not to be found, 
he fufpected they were the perfons, and therefore 
afked this queftion : and they anfwered, as thou art, 
fo were they; very much like him’ in countenance 


by the law of God to put them todeath ; and by 
the law of nations, as they had furrendered them- 
felves, and were made prifoners of war, they ought 
to have been faved ; but as they appeared to be 
murderers, and had flain the J/rae/ites in cold blood, 
they deferved to dye; and the perfons they had 
flain being Gideon’s brethren, he was the avenger 
of blood, and it became him to put them to 
death. 

¥. 20. And he faid unto Fether his firft-born, up 
and flay them, &c.] Being the near kinfman of his 
father’s brethren, whom thefe kings had flain, was 
a ptoper perfon to avenge their blood on them ; 
and the rather Gideon might order him todo it, for 
the greater mortification of the kings, to die by 
the hand of a youth; and for the honour of his 
fon, to be the flayer of two kings, and to inure 
him to draw his {word againft the enemies of J/- 
rael, and embolden him to. do fuch exploits: dut 
the youth drew not bis fword, for he feared, because 
he was yeha youth, his not drawing his fword was 
not out of difobedience to his father, but through 
fear of the kings; not of their doing him any 
hurt, being bound ; but there was perhaps a fe- 
rocity, as well as majefty in their countenances,, 
rare made the young man timorous and: fear- 
ul. 

¥. 21. Then Zebab and Zalmunna faid, rife thou 
and fall upon us, &c.] Since they muft die, they 
chofe rather to die by the hand of fo great a man 
and valiant a commander as Gideon, which was 
more honourable than to die by the hand of a 
youth : for as the man is, fo is his frength ; figni- 


fying, that as he was a ftout, able man, he had 


ftrength fufficient to difpatch them at once, which. 
his fon had not, and therefore they muft have died 
a lingering and painful death; wherefore as they 
confulted their honour, fo their eafe, in defiring 
to die by the hand of Gideon : and Gideon arofe and 
ew. Lebab and Zalmunna; nor was it unufual in 
thofe early times for great perfonages, as judges 
and generals, to be executioners of others, as were 
Samuel and Benaiah, 1 Sam. xv. 33. 1 Kings ii. 25, 
3:4.. and took away the ornaments that were on their 
camel’s necks 5 the Targum calls them chains, as in 
¥. 26. no doubt of gold; fo the horfes of king 


and ftature, ftout, able-bodied men, of a graceful] Zatimus had golden poitrels or collars hanging 
and-majeftic appearance.' Abarbinel takes it to be| down their breafts. They were, according to Far- 
a curfe on Gideow, be thou, orthou fhalt be as they| chi, Kimchi, and Ben Gerfom, in the form of the 
are; as they died by the hand of the Midzanites,)moon; {ee J/ iii. 18. fome have thought chat thefe 
fo fhalt thou 3’ but the former fenfe feems beft, and] were worn in honour of 4farte, or the mddn, the 
agrees with what follows: each one refembled the) goddefs of the Phenicians, from whom thefe peo- 
children of a king ; being brought up in a delicate] ple had borrowed that idolatry. 
manner, as thefe ‘perfons feemed to have been : ac-] ¥. 22. Then the men of I[rael faid unto Gideon, 
cording to Farchi and Kimobi, the fenfe is, they|&c.] Some time after his return, the chief mén of 
were like him, and had all one and the fame form] J/rae/ having met in a body, and confulted matters. 
and lovely afpect, refembling kings children ; but; among themfelves, fent a deputation to Gdeon with 
according to Bex Gerfom they were in general very! an offer of the government of them: rule thou 
much like Gideon, and one of them was like his over us, both thou and thy fon, and thy fon’s fon alfo, 
children, who ‘were then prefent, particularly his! by which they meant, that he would take the kingly 
eldeft fon, as appears from y. 20. Itis faid in the! sovernment of them, -and which they propofed to 
Mifnah* all the I/raelites are the children of kings. Peele in his pofterity for ages to come; for as a 
¥. 19. And be faid, they were my brethren, even |judge in J/rael, he hada fort of rule and govern- 
the fons of my mother, 8cc.\ His ‘brethren by his mo-|ment of them under God already, but amount- 
ther’s fide, but not by his father’s fide; or the}ed not to regal power and authority ; and_this was 
phrafe the fons of my mother is added, to fhew that| what the people of //rae/ were fond of, that they 


might 
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might be like their neighbours; and this they 
tempted Gideon with, who had done fuch very 
wonderful and extraordinary things for them, 
which they alledge as a reafon: for thou heft deli- 
vered us from the baud of Midian’, from the bon- 
dage they were in to ther, and therefore fir to “be 
aking over them. 

¥.23. And Gideon faid unto them, I will not rile 
over you, &c.] Not that he declined the govern- 
ment of them a3 a judge, to which he was raifed 
of God, but as aking, for which he had no autho- 
rity and call from God; the choice of a king belong- 
ing to him, and not to the people: neither shail my 
fon rule over you 5 which Abarbinel thinks he fpake 
as a prophet, and under the infpiration of the 
Holy Spirit; for after his death neither Fether his 
eldeft fon, nor any of the reft of his legitimate 
fons, ruled over them ; for they were all flain by 
Abimelech, the fon of bis concubine, who was made 
king : the Lord fhall rule over you, as he did ¥ 
their government was a theocracy, which they would 
have changed, but Gideon would not agree to it. 

¥. 24. And Gideon faid unto them, I would defire 
a requeft of you, &e.} Which he thought they 
would. fearcely deny, and it was now a fair oppor- 
tunity to make it, fince they had offered him a 
crown, Or to be king over them: and the favour 
he afked was, that you would give me every man the 
ear rings of bis prey or, an ear-ring of his prey; for 
it is in thesfingular number ; every man one ear- 
ring, as Abarbinel interprets it; for though they 
might have more, yet only one ear-ring of every 
manis defired: for they bad golden ear-rings, becaufe 
they were Ifpmaelites; fo the Midianites and Th- 
maelites are fpoken of as the fame, they being 
mixed and dwelling together, or very near each 
other, Gew. xxxvii. 25, 28, 36. and Kimchi accounts 
for itthus, why the Midianites are called [/bmael- 
ites; becaufe they were the fons of Keturab, and 
Keturah was Hagar the mother of J/bmael. “The 
Targum calls them Arabians, and who it feems 
ufed to wear ear-rings, as men in the éaftern coun- 
tries did ; fee Gen. xxxv. 4. Exod. xxxii.2, 3. So 
Pliny fays‘ in the eaft it was reckoned ornamental 
for men to wear gold in their ears. 

¥.25. And thiy anfwered, we will willingly give 
them, &c.] Or, iz giving we will give“; give 
them with al] their hearts, moft freely and chear- 
fully : and they fpreada garment, and did caft there- 
in every man the ear-rings of his prey 5 every man 
one, which would amount to no more than 300 ; 
though perhaps thofe who joined in the purfuit 
might take many more, or otherwife the weight of 
them would not amount to what in the next verfe 
they are faid to weigh. av ate 

¥.26. And the weight of the golden ear-rings be 
requefted was 1700 foekels of gold, &c.] Which, as 
Scheuchzer * computes was 810 ounces, 5 drams, 
x feruple, and 10 grains, of the weight of phyfi- 
cians ; but as reckoned by Montanus ‘ amounted to 
850 ounces, and were of the value of 6800 crowns 
of gold; and according to Woaferus ® , it amount- 
ed to 3400 Hungarian pieces of gold, and of their 
money at Zurich upwards of 15413 pounds, and 
of our money 2380 pounds: defides ornaments , 
fuch as were upon the necks of the camels, y¥. 21. 
for the fame word is ufed here as there : and col- 
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lars the Targum renders it a crown, and Ben Me. 
lech fays in the Arabic language the word figniifies 
clear cryftal; but Kimchi and Ben Gerfom take 
them to be golden veéfléls, in which they put /faéte, 
or fome odoriferous liquor, and {fo were properly 
finelling bottles: and purple raiment that was on 
the kings of Midian, which it feems was the colour 
that kings wore, as they now do ; fo Strabo » fays 
of the kings of Arabia, that they are clothed in 
purple: and befides the chains that were about their 
camel’s necks ; which feem to be different from the 
other ornaments about thém, fince another word is 
here ufed; now all thefe feem to have been what 


fell to his fhare, as the general of the army; and 


not what were given him by the people. 

¥.27. And Gideon made an ephod thereof, &c.)} 
That is, of fome of this gold; for fucha quantity 
could never have been expended on an ephod only, 
even taking it not fora linen ephod, but fuch an 


one as the high prieft wore, made of gold, of blue, 


purple, and fcarlet, and fine twined linen, with 
curious work, together with a curious girdle of rhe 
fame work ; unlefs we fuppofe fuch a breaft-plate 
with it, of 12 precious ftones, as daron had; and 
with little images of Teraphim, or Cherubim in it, as 
Dr. Spencer thinksi!. The Yews/ commentators 
generally underftand this ephod to be tnade as a me- 
morial of the great falvation God had wrought by 
his hands for //rael, and of the wonderful things 
$ oS 
done by him ; fo Farchi, Kimchi, and Ben Gerfom , 
but fuch a garment, whether worn by him, or hung 
up in fome certain place, feems not fo proper and 
pertinent to perpetuate the memory of his victories, 
as a monument or pillar would have been ; it looks 
therefore more likely to be done with a religious 
view, which afterwards wag perverted to fuperfti- 
tious ufes ; and whereas Gideon had built an altar 
already by the command of God, and had facrificed 
upon it, he might think himfelf authorized as a 
prieft, and therefore provided this ephod for him- 
felf ; or however for a prieft he might think of ta- 
king into his family, and fo ufe it as an oracle to 
confult upon {pecial oceafions, withott going to 
Shilob, the Ephraimites having difpleafed him in 
their rough expoftulations with him; and fo R, 
Jfaiah interprets it of a kind of divination or oracle 
which gave anfwers : and put itin bis city, even in 
Opbrab; hung it up in fome proper place as a 
monument of his victories, as is generally thought ; 
or in a ftructure built on purpofe for it, to which 


he might refort as to an oracle: and ail Ifrael went 


thither a-whoring after it; made an idol of it and 
worfhipped it, and fo committed fpiritual fornica- 
tion, which is idolatry. Some render it, after him * ; 
not after the ephod, but after Gideon ; that is, after 
his death, fo Yarchi ; no ill ufe was made of it in 
Gideon’s time, though he cannot be altogether ex- 
cufed from fin and weaknefs in making it ; but 
after his. death it was foon made an ill ufe of : 
which thing proved afnare to Gideon and to bis houfe ; 
it was a fnare to himif he confulted it as an oracle, 
which could not be without fin, fince the only 
Urim and Thummim to be confulted were in the 
breaft-plate of the high-prieft at the tabernacle ; 
and it was what led his family into idolatry, and 
was the ruin of it, as well as it reflected great dif- 
credit and difgrace upon fo good and bravea man: 

; . fome 
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fome read the words !. to Gideon, that is, to bis houfe s|\bine of Gideon’s feems not to have:been taken into 
or family ; he being fo good a man. himfelf, it is}his houfe at all, but lived at Shechem, perhaps in 
not thought that he could be enfnared into idolatry|her father’s houfe, and here Gideay met with — 

ielf ; though it is apparent that men as wife and|when he went to Shechem as a judge to try cau eS 5 
as good haye fallen into it, as particularly Solg-|her name, according to Jof/epbus', was Drumas 
mou. Aptana od sae & foe alfo barebim a fon; as bis other wives did 5 
_ y. 28. Thus was Midian fubdued before the chil-\perhaps all the children he had were fons, and this 
dren of Ifrael, &c) By the hand of Gideon hum-j|was one over and above the 70, and not to be 


bled and brought under, their power over J/rael\reckoned into that number : whofe namie he called 
was broken, and they delivered out of theirhands :| Abimelech ; which fignifies, my father a king ; which 


fo that they lifted up their beads no more, in.aproud|he gave him either in memory of the offer made 


¢ 


and haughty manner to infult them, and in an ho-{him to be king of J/rael, or through forefight of 
{tile way to invade and opprefs them ; fuch a blow|what this fon of. his would be ; or he might be 
was given them that they could not recover them-|moved to it by the mother from pride and vanity, 
felves, nor do we read of any effort of theirs ever|and which name might afterwards infpire the 
after, or.of their giving or attempting to give any|young man to be made aking, as he was’; and 
difturbance to J/rae/, or any other nation : ead the\the account given of his mame is becaufe of the 
country was in gquietne/s forty years in the days of Gi-\narrative of him in the following chapter, 
deon ;,'that is,the land of Canaan; it was free} W. 32. And Gideon the fon of foafo died in a good 
from wars with Midian, or any other people, and|ald age, éc.| Having lived it feems forty years af- 
enjoyed undifturbed peace and tranquillity. Ac-|ter his war with Midian, bleffed with a large fa- 
cording to bifhop Wher * , this was the 4oth year|mily, much wealth and riches, great eredit ‘and. 
from the reft reftored by Deborah and Barak ; andjefteem among his people, and in favour with God 
accordiag to Abarbinel and others, thefe go years}and men : and was buried in the fepulchre of Foajb 
are to be reckoned. from the beginning of the fer-j4is father, in Ophrab of the Abiezrites; a city 
yitude ; that is, the feven years oppreffion under} which belonged to the family of the abgezrates, 
the Midianites are included in them ; but I cannot}who were of the tribe of Aéenaffeh, in which Gideon 
fee that in this inftance, and-in others before met|lived, and his father before him ; and where there 
with, years of bondage can be counted with years}was a family vault, in which he was interred. In 
of peace and profperity, and go under that general|the days of this judge ’tis fuppofed™ was the fa- 
name. The true fenfe feems to be, that after the}mous expedition of the Argonauts to Colchis, to 
Tiraelites had been in fubjection to the Midianites for|fetch from thence the golden fleece. ae 
feven years, and Gideow had delivered them, that) y- 33. Andit came to pass as foon as Gideon wa 
from thence forward they had reft and‘quietnels 40\dead,; that ibe children of Ifrael turned again, &c.] 
years, which in all probability was the time Gideon|From God, and the pure worfhip of him, to ido- 
lived after his victories. . latry : and went a-whoring after Baalim , the.gods 
_ ¥. 29. And Ferubbaal the fon of Foafo, &c.| Thatjof the Phwnicians and Canaanites, the feveral Baals 
is, Gideon, Ferubbaal being another name of his ;|of other nations, the lords many which they fer- 
fee ch. vi. 32. and vii: 1. wept and dwelt in. bis\ved, thefe they committed fpisitual whoredom 
own boufe ; which was at Opbrab, as appears from}with ; thatis, idolatry: particularly aad made Baal 
ch. ix. g. the war. being ended, he difbanded his|Berith their God;. which was the idol of the She- 
army, and retired to his own houfe ; not that he|chemites, as appears from a temple- being built at 
lived altogether a private life there, butas a judge|Shechem for it, ch. ix. 5. and had its name either 
in J/rael. from Berytus, a city of Phenicia, of which Mela™ 
¥. 30. And Gideon had 70 fous,of his body begot-\and Pliny¢ make mention, and where this Baal 
ten, &c.| Not after his viétories, for itis plain he|might be’ firft worfhipped ; it was 400 furlongs 
had children before ; mention is made of .fetber,|from Sidon, and was in after-times a feat of learn- 
his firft-born, asa youth able to draw afword, andling?; of this city was Sanchoniatho, a Phenician 
flay with it, ¥. 20. but this was the number of all hiftorian, who is faid to receive many’ things he 
his fons, both before and after, anda large number}writes about the Fews from Yerombalus, fuppofed 
it was ; and the phrafe of is body begotten, or that\to be Ferubbaal, or Gideon ; fee the note on ch. vik 
went out of bis thigh, is uted to fhew that they were]32. and who tells $ us, that Croxus or Ham gave 
his own fons, begotten in wedlock, and not fons|this city to Neptune and the Cadiri, and who alfo 
that he had taken into his family by adoption, or}relates: that Beruth is the name of a Phenician 
that hewas father-in-law to, having married awo-|deity. Though it may be rather this idal had its 
man or women that had fons by a former hufband; {name from its fuppofed concern in covenants, the 
but thefe were all his own: far be bad many wives ;|word Berith fignifying a covenant ; and k the Ter- 
which though not agreeable to the original law of|gum and Syriac verfion call him the lord cove- 
marriage was cuftomary in thofe times, and evenjnant; and the Septuagint and Vulgate ‘Latin verfions 
vith good men, and was connived at; and thisisjare, ‘‘ and they made 4 covenant with Baal, that 
a reafon accounting for his having fo many fons. ‘jhe fhould be their god ;” as if he had his name 
_ ¥.31. And bis concubine that was in Shechem,}from hence ; though rather from his prefiding over 
&c.] Which was not an harlot, but a fecondary or}covenants, as Janus is faid* todo, and from his. 
half-wife ; fuch were generally taken from hand-'! 
maids, and of the meaner fort, and were. not in}that kept them ; the fame with Jupiter Fidius Ultor, 
fuch efteem as proper wives, had not the manage-|and Sponfor* with the Romans, and Horcius * with 
ment of houfhold affairs, only a fhare in the bed,|the Greeks. EN ' iat 
and their children did notinherit. This concu-! y. 34. And the children of Ifrael remembered not 
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the Lord their God, &c.] Or, as the Targum, the 
‘worfhip of the Lord their God ; they forgot him, 
and forfook him, which fhewed bafe ingratitude: 
who bad delivered them out of the hands of their 
enemies on every fide; not only out of the hands of 
Midian, but all other nations round about them, | 
as Edom, Moab, dinmon, &c. not one attempting 
to opprefs them. 

¥. 35. Neither foewed they kindnefs to the houfe 
of ‘Ferubbaal, namely Gideon, &c.)}: But on the 
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ape t8 chapter contains an account of the 
craft and cruelty of dbimelech, by which he 
got himfelf made king of the Shechemites, y. 1—6. 
of the parable of Fotham, the youngeft fon of 
Gideon, concerning the trees, in which he expofes 
their folly in making Abimelech king, and foretels 
the ruin of them both, ¥. 7—21. of the contentions 
which arofe between ddimelech, arid the men of 
Shecbeim, increafed by Gaal the fon of Eved, y¥. 
22—-29. who was drawn into a battle with Adime- 
lech, and beaten and forced to fly, y. 30—,41. but 
the quarrel between Abimelech and the men of She- 
chem ceafed not, but ftill continued, which iffued 


in the entire ruin of the city and the inhabitants of 


it, ¥. 424-49. and in.the death of dimelech him- 
jelf, according to Fotham’s curle, ¥. 50—57. 


¥. 1. And Avimelech the fon of Ferubbaal went to 
Shechem, unto bis mother’s brethren, &c.} It feems 
that though the mother of Abimelech lived at She- 
ebem, he was taken and brought up in his father’s 
houfe at Opbrab, where he was when! he died ; 
and trom hence he came to Shecbem, to pay a 
vifit to his uncles there ; whether his mother was 
now living, is not certain: and communed with 
thems; about the death of his father, the ftate of 
his family, and the government of J/rael: and 
with all the family of the boufe of bismother’s fa- 
they ; that defcended from his grandfather, the 
feveral branches of them, and of the family, the 
heads of them at leaft: /aying ; as follows. 

¥. 2. Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the 
men of Shechem, &c.| Which, though the Zergum 
calls the inhabitants of the place, Bex Melech bet- 
ter interprets it, the lords of Shechem, as the phrafe 
will bear to be rendered ; for it is more likely he 
would have this firit whifpered and fuggefted to 
the principal men of the city, before the common 
people were acquainted with it, and indeed in order 
to ule their influence with them: whether is better for 
you, cilber that all the fous of Ferubbaal, which are 
70 perfons, reign over you, or that one reign aver you? 
intimating thereby, that though Gideon his father 
had refufed the regal government when offered 
him, it was but reafonable that his fons, or fome 
one of them fhould be tried, whether it would be 
acceptable to them; nay, he would infinuate, that 
the fons of Gideon, who were 70 in number, were 
either contending with one another about it, or 
contriving to divide the government among them, 
and therefore defired it might be moved to confi- 
deration, whether it would not be more eligible 
to fix upon forme one perfon to be their ruler, 


than to be under the government of 70°; or, in 


other words, whether ir was not better to have 
- one king than 70 kings ; but in reality there was 
no neceffity for any confultation about this matter, 
the fons of judges never fucceeded their fathers in 
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contrary, great unkindnefs and cruelty, flaying his 
70 fons, ‘as related in the following chapter : ac- 
cording to all the goodne/s which be bad fbewed unto 
I/rael; in expofing his life to danger for their fake, 
in delivering them out of the hands of their op- 
preffors, in adminiftring juftice to them, in pro- 
tecting them in their civil and religious liberties, 


and leaving them in the quiet and peaceable pof- 
feffion of them. 


Scndahirs 
government ; nor does it appear that any of Gy- 
deon’s fons had any thought about it, nor any de- 
fire to be made kings, as appears from ‘fotbam’s 
parable ; and this was only a wicked infinuation 
of this man’s, with an ambitious view of getting 
the kingdom to himfelf, as follows : remember alfo 
that I am your bone and your fielh ; was of the fame 
tribe and city with them, born among them, his 
mother always living with them, and he having 
now many near relations by his mother’s fide that 
dwelt there; and therefore whilft they had this 
affair of government under confideration, he would 
have them think of him to be their king, which 
would be to their honour, and to their advantage, 
to have one fo nearly related to them on the throne, 
from whom they might expe€t many favours. 

¥. 3. And bis mother’s brethren fpake of him in 
the ears of the men of Shechem all thefe words, &c.] 
Got them together in fome certain place, and laid 
before them all that Abimelech had fugeetted to them, 
and {pake in his favour to them: and their hearts 
inclined to follow Abimelech, for they faid be is our 
brother ; being fond of kingly government, as the 
Ijraelites generally were, it feemed moft agreeable 
to them to have one king over them, and none 
more acceptable than one fo nearly related to them, 
who they doubted not from his alliance to them, 
would be ready to oblige them on all occafions. 

y.4. And they gave him 70 pieces of filver out 
of the boufe of Baal-berith;, &c.] The temple of 
their idol; of this name fee ch. viii. 33. out of 
the money which had been dedicated to his fervice 
by free will-offering, or out of a bank which they. 
depofited there for greater fafety, and perhaps out 
of a fuperititious notion of its being more pro- 
fperous and fuccefsful : of what value thele pieces 
weré, is not certain; by pieces of filver, commonly 
fhekels, are meant; but thefe are thought to be of 
too little value to be given to a man to raifé an 
army with, or carry on a icheme to advance him- 
felf to the throne; and talents are judged to be 
too large a fum for fuch a city to contribute out 
of a temple of theirs, and that but lately built, as 
it muft be fince the death of Gideon; they are 
therefore thought to be pounds, as the Vulgate 
Latin verfion renders ic; however, in the tale of 
them there feems to be fome reference to the num- 
ber of Gideon’s fons, who were to be deftroyed by 
bribing men with this fum, which was the {cheme 
concerted between Abimelech and the men of She- 
chem, wherewith Abimélech bired vain and light 
berfons, which followed him; perhaps 70 of them, 
giving to each a piece or pound of filver; thefe 
were a bafe fcoundrel fort of people, that lived in 
an idle feandalous manner, a jort of free booters, 
that lived upon what they could lay hold on in a 
way of force and rapine; men of light heads and 
empty brains, and whofe pockets were as light 
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and empty as their heads, and fit to engage in any unto them, hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem,. tha 
enterprife, though ever fo barbarous, for the fake|God may bearken unto you ; which was a very fo- 
of a little money. ' : _» flemn manner of addrefs to them, tending to_ 
¥.5. And hewent to bis father’s houfe at Ophrah,\cite attention, as having fomewhat of importan 
&c.] Which, according to Bunting *, was 10}to fay to them, and fuggefting, that if they did not 
miles from Shechem: and flew bis brethren the fons\hearken to him, God would not hearkea to them 
of Ferubbaal, being 70 perfons upon one ftone ; injwhen they cried to him, and therefore. it behoved — 


which he was affifted by the ruffians he had hired, 
with 70 pieces of filver; thefe were laid one after 
another upon one and the fame {tone, as being con- 
venient for the execution of them ; or as ferving as 
an altar on which they were facrificed to Baa/, out of 


. whofe temple the money was taken to hire the exe- 


jthem to attend: it is an adjuration of them to 


hearken to him, or a with that God would not 


hearken to them if they were inattentive to him. 


¥..8. The trees went forth on a time to anoint @ 


king over them, &c.| This is an apologue or fable, 


and a very fine and beautiful one; it is fitly ex- 


cutioners with. They are faid to be 70 that were preffed to anfwer the defign, and the moft ancient 
flain, tho’? one efcaped, the round number being) of the kind, being made feven hundred years be- 
given, as in many other inftances, as in Ge. xlvi. fore the times of “fop, fo famous for his fables, 
27. John xx. 24. notwithflanding, yet Fotham the and exceeds any thing written by him. By tue 
youngeft fon of Ferubbaal was left ; or remained|trees are meant the people of J//rae/ in general, and 
alive, not out of compaffion to his youth, but be-|the Shechemites in particular, who had been for 
caufe he could not be found: for he bid himfelf ;\fome time very defirous of a king, but could not 
for no doubt Abimelech, and his crew, were moft|perfuade any of their great and good men to ac- 


forward to lay hold of the eldeft, and facrifice 
them firft, as being moft in his way; this gave 
Fotbam the youngeft not only notice of their de- 
fign, but an opportunity of providing for his fafety, 
or however his friends; for. it may be rendered, 
as in fome verfions, e was hidden», that is, by 
others. ; 

y.6. And all the men of Shechem gathered toge- 
ther, &c.] Upon the return of Abimelech, atter 
he with his banditti had committed the execrable 
murder of his brethren : and all the houfe of Millo; 
which -was either the men of .a place near to She- 
chem, or of his brother’s family, or of tome grand 
leading family in Shechem;, or it may mean the 


cept of that office: and they faid unto the ohive- 
tree, reign thou over us; a fit emblem of a good 
man, endowed, with excellent virtues and qualifi- 
cations for good, as David king of J/rael, who is 
compared to fuch a tree, P/ lii. 8. Sfarebi applies 
this to Osbuiel the firlt judge; but it may be 
better applied to Gideox, an excellent good man, — 
full of truits of righteoufnels, and eminently ufe- 
ful, and to whom kingly government was offer- 
ed, and was refufed by him; and the men of 
Skechem could tcarcely fail of thinking of him; 
and applying it to him, as 7e/am was delivering 
his fable. nite 
¥.9. But the olive-tree faid unto them, 8c.) In 


town-hall, where. the principal inhabitants met in|reply to the requelt of the trees: /hould I leave my 


full houfe, as Millo fignifies, on this o¢cafion:, and|fatne/s, wherewith Ly me they koncur Ged and man; 


went and made Abimelech king ; which was a moft 
bold and daring action; being done without afking 
counfel of God, without which no king was to be 
fet over J/rael, and by a fingle city, without the 
knowledge, advice and confent of the body of the 
people of Lrael: by the plain of the pillar that was 
in Shechem the place where they met together, 
and did this bufinefs in voting bimelech to be 
king, was near a place where a pillar was fet in 
Shechem, or by the oak of the pillar in Shechem, 
and fo may mean the ftone under an oak, which 
Fofoua placed there as a teftimony between God 
and the people, Jo/b. xxiv. 25, 26, 27. and here 
in the fame place where fo/bua convened the peo- 
ple of J/rael, and made his laft fpeech to them, 
was this bufinefs done. 

y. 7. And when they told tt to Fotham, 8&c.] Or 
when it was told him that dimelech was made 
king in Shechem by fome of his friends: be went 
and fiood in the top of mount Gerizzims a mount 
near Shechem;, it hung over the city, as Jofepbus 
fays‘*, and fo avery proper place to ftand on and de- 
liver a fpeech from it to the inhabitants of it; who, 
as the fame writer fays, were now keeping a fefti- 
val, on what account he fays not, perhaps to Baa/- 
Levith their idol ; over-againft this mountain was 
another, called Zdc/, and between them a valley; 
and very likely they were affembled in this valley, 
where the children of J/rael ftood when the blet- 
fings were delivered from Gerrizzim, and the curfes 
from Ebal ; and if fo, fotham might be heard very 


by fatnefs, oil is meant, prefled out of the fruit 
of the olive-tree, and which was much made ule of, 
both in the burning of the lamps in the taberna- 
cle, and in many facrifices, as the meat-offerings 
and others, whereby God was. honoured; and it 
was alfo made ule of in the inveftiture of the 
greatelt perfonages with the higheft offices among 
men, as kings, priefts and prophets, as well as 
eaten with pleafure and delight by all forts of men, 
and even by the greateft, and fo men are honoured 
by it: and go, to be promoted over the trees; de- 
fert fo ufeful a itation, in which it was planted 
and fixed,.to move to and fro, as the word figni- 
fies, and reign over trees ; fuggefting that it was 
unreafonable, at leaft not eligible to a good man 
to defert a private {tation in life, to which he was 
called of God, and in which he acted with honour 
and ufefulnefs to others, and take upon him a 
public office, attended with much care and trouble, 
and with neglect of private affairs, and with the 
lofs of much perfonal peace and comfert. 
¥. 10, And the trees faid to the fig-tree, &e.j 
Another ufeful and fruit- bearing tree, and to 
which alfo good men are fometimes compared, fee 
Cant. ii. 13. come thou, and reign over us; which 
Ferchi applies to Deborah, but may be better ap- 
plied to one of Gideon’s fons; who, though they 
had not a perfonal offer of kingly government ' 
themfelves, yet it was made to them through their 
father, and refufed as for himéelf, fo for them ; 
and had it been offered to them, they would have 


well by the Shechemites : and he lifted up his voice and\ rejected it, as Fotham feems to intimate by this -— 
cried ; that he might be heard by them: awd /aid|parable. . pad 
korn: 
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xy. 1s. And the fig-tree faid unto them, 8c.] Re- 
jecting the offer made: fhould I forfake my fweet- 
nefs and my good fruit; for fuch the fruit of the 
fig-tree is, fweet and good: fo ‘Yulian* the empe- 
ror fhews from various authors, Ariffopbanes, He- 
rodotus, and Homer, that nothing is fweeter than 
figs, excepting honey, and that no kind of fruit 
is better, and where they are, no good is want- 
ing : and go to be promoted over the trees ? the fame 
is defigned by this as the former. 

y. 12. Then faid the trees unto the vine, 8ec.]} 
Another emblem of good and ufeful men; and it 
may be obferved, that Yotham takes no notice of 
any trees but fruitful ones till he comes to the 
bramble, and them only fuch as were well known, 
and of the greateft ufe, in the land of Judea, as 
olives, figs and vines, fee Deut. viii. 8. Had. iii. 
17. come thou, and reign over us; this Farchi ap- 
plies to Gideon ; but fince there are three forts of trees 
brought into the fable, and when the kingdom was 
offered to Gideon, it was propofed to him, and to 
his fon, and his fon’s fon, and refufed, fome re- 
ference may be had unto it in this apologue. Adar- 
éinel thinks three forts of men are intended as pro- 
per perfons for rule and government, as honourable 
ones, fuch as are wealthy and rich, and alfo of good 
behaviour to God and man, as Gideon’s fons were ; 
but Abimelech was all the reverfe. 

¥. 13. And the vine faid unto them, &c.] By 
way of denial and refufal as the other two: jhall [ 
leave my wine, which cheereth God and man; which 
being ufed in the drink-offerings was acceptable to 
God, and of a fweet favour to him, Numd. xv. 7. 
and being drank by man, revives, refrefhes and 
makes glad, when before forrowful, drooping, 
faint and weary, Pf civ. 15. though fome by 
Elobim, rendered God, underftand great perfonages, 
as men of quality, magiftrates, ce. and by man 
the common people, and fo in ¥. 9. and go to be 
promoted over the trees; all {peak the fame language, 
being of the fame fentiment. 

y.14. Then faid all the trees unto the bramble, 
&c.} Perceiving they could not prevail upon any 
of the ufeful and fruitful trees to take the govern- 
ment of them, they unite in a requeft to a bram- 
ble, {carce to be called a tree, and however a very 
barren and fruitlefs one, yea hurtful and diftref- 
fing: come thou, and reign over us; this refpects 
Abimelech, and defcribes him as a mean perfon, 
the fon of a concubine, as having no goodnefs in 
him, not any good qualifications to recommend 
him to government, but all the reverfe, cruel, ty- 
rannical and oppreffive ; and this expofes the folly 
of the Shechemites, and their eagernefs to have a 
king at any rate, tho’ ever fo mean and defpicable, 
ufelefs and pernicious. 

¥. 15. And the bramble faid unto the trees, &c.] 
Accepting of their offer at once: if ye im truth 
anoint me king over you; fufpecting they were not 
hearty and cordial in their choice and call to the 
kingly authority over them: then come and put 
your truft in my foadows promifing protection to 
them as his fubjects, requiring their confidence in 
him, and boafting of the good they fhould receive 
from him, as is common with wicked princes at|chem; which was both to the difgrace of Gideon, 
their firft entering on their office ; but, alas! what|and his family, and of themfelves too, that a bafe 
fhadow or Spence can there be in a bramble? if|fon of his fhould be made their king; when it 
a man, attempts to put himfelf under it for fhelter, }would have been more to the credit of Gideon, ves 
is 


he will find it will be of no ufe to him, but hart- 
ful, fince the nearer and clofer he comes to it, 
the more he will be fcratched and torn by it: and 
if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour 
the cedars of Lebanon , fignifying, that if they did 
not heartily fubmic to his government, and put 
confidence in him, and prove faithful to him, they 
fhould fmart for it, and feel his wrath and ven- 
geance, even the greateft men among them, com- 
parable to the cedars of Lebanon for thorns and 
brambles catching fire, as they eafily do, or fire 
being put to them, as weak as they are, and placed 
under the talleft and ftrongeft cedars, will foon 
fetch them down to the ground; and the words of 
the bramble, or Adimelech, proved true to the She- 
chemites, he is made to fpeak in this parable. 

¥. 16. Now therefore, if ye have done truly and 
fincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech king, &c.] 
If they had done this confcientioufly, and in the 
uprightnefs of their hearts, to take fuch a bafe 
man, and a murderer, and make him their king, 
which Fotbam doubted, and put it in this manner 
to them, that they might confider of it themfelves : 
if ye have dealt well with Ferubbaal, and his house, 
if they could think fo, which furely they could 
not, when they reflected upon the murder of his 
family they had confented to: and have done unto 
him according to the defervings of his hands ; to his 
memory, and to his family, according to the me- 
rit of his works which he had performed on theit 
account, next mentioned. 

¥.17. For my father fought for you, &c.] In 
the valley of Fezreel, and at Karkor, where with 
300 men he routed and deftroyed an army of 
135,000: and adventured his life far, which, ac+ 
cording to our verfion, may feem to have refpeét 
to his going over Jordan, and following-the. AZ» 
dianites, fleecing into their country, and fighting 
them at Karkor, at a great diftance from his native 
place ; but the phrafe in the original text is, be caft 
away bis life afar off*, made no account of it, 
expofed it to the greateft danger ; or, as the Tar 
gum, ** he delivered his life as it were to deftru¢- 
tion :” and delivered you out of the band of Midian; 
from the oppreffion and bondage of the Midian- 
ites, under which they had laboured feven years. 

y. 18. And ye are rifen up againft my father’s 
boufe this day, &c.] Which was an inftance of 
great ingratitude in them, after fuch fervices done 
for them, and favours received by them: and have 
ain bis fons, 70 perfons om one ftone; excepting 
one, himfelf, and he was intentionally flain, theit 
defign was to.cut off every one; and all being 
flain but one, the round number is given, and this 
being fo large, is the rather obferved; and though 
Abimelech committed the fact, the men of Shechem 
were acceffory to it, they gave him money, with 
which he hired men to affift him in it, fee y. 21. 


tention, and encouraged him to it; and certain it 
is, they fhowed their approbation of it, by mak- 
ing Abimelech king after it, and therefore they are 
juttly charged with it: and have made Abimelech, 
the fon of bis handmaid, king over the men of She- 
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and it is very probable they were privy to his ine- 
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the reproach of the men of Shech wi and efpecially 


to the princes thereofy for by the men of Shechem 
are meant the’ lords, and great\ men} thereof, as 
Kimchi obferves; and great contempt is caft on Abi- 
lemech himlelf, ‘who is here reprefented as making 
“a very ‘poor figure, being by extraction the fon Of 
an handmaid, Fava king “only over the men of She- 
chem ;and who made hich fo for no other reafon 
but ‘this, decaufe he is your brother; not becaufe 


he had any right'to the kingdom, or had any qua- 


lification for it, but becaufe his mother lived among 
them, and her family belonged to them, and fo he 
-was related to many of them, and they hoped on 


that account to have prefer ment and favours trom 
‘i 


9. If ye then have dealt truly and fincerely 


ihe Jerdbbaal and bis boufe this day, 8&c.] If they 
could in their confciences think and believe they 
had done well, and acted the faithful and upright 
part by him and his family, which he left with 
them to confider of : then rejoice ye in Abimelech, 
and let him alfo rejoice in you, may you be happy 
in him as a king, and he be happy in you as his fub- 
jects, and live peaceably and comfortably together ; 
and this he fugeefts as a teft of their former con. 
duct, that fhould this alliance between Abimelech 
and them be attended. with happinefs, which he 
could not believe would be the cafe, then it would 
feem that they had done a tight part by Gideon 
and his family; but if they fhould be unhappy 
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)| Abimelech, which per he ecwic lacie fiom 
mélech’s reigning three years, as follows. | 

yr 2 When Abimelech bad reigned three’ cars 
over Ifrael.] “Lhe people in general contenti 
what the men of Shechem had done, at leatt Aer 
oppofing it, ail being defirous of a king, and there- 
fore put up with a mean perfon, rather than have 
none; though it is amazing they fhould, and that 
they had not rofe up as one man againft Abime- 
lech, and avenged the blood of the fons of Gideon, 

who: had been fo ufeful and ferviceable to them; 
it is indeed faid, that he reigned over all Trae, and 
his reign, fuch as it was, was very fhort, as is of- ° 
cen the cafe with wicked princes. 

‘23. Then God fent an evil fpirit between Abi- 
melech, and tke men of Shechem, &c.] Permitted, 
yea gave a commiffion to fatan, the evil fpirit, to 
go among them, who ftirred up fufpicions, jea- 
loufiess hatred dnd ill-will to one another, and fow- 
ed the feeds of difcord and contention among them; 
or God gave them up to their own hearts lufts, to 
think ill of one another, grow jealous, and medi- 
tate revenge : and the men ” of Shechem dealt treach- 
eroufly with Abimelech ; ; did not openly declare their 
minds, but fecretly confpired againit him, and pri- 
vately confulted ways and means to get tid of him, 
and thake off his government. 

y¥. 24. That the. cruelty done to the 70 fond of 
Jerubbaal might come, &c.] ‘That vengeance might 
come on the authors of it; fo things \ were ordered 
in providence that this might come pafs : and their 


together, as he fuppofed they, would, then it would|d/ocd be laid upon Abimelech' their brother, which! 
be clear that they had acted a bale and difingenu- |/lew them be charged to’ his account, and he fuffer 


ous part by his father’s family. 
ty. 20 But if not, &c.] If it appeared that 
they had not acted uprightly and’ fincerely in. this 
matter: let fire come out of Abilemech, and devour 
the men of Shechem,and the boufe of Millo, let wrath, 
rage and fury break out from Adimelech like. fire; 
ancl. iffue in the deftruétion of thofe.that made him 
king, both thofe of Shechem and of Milla: and let 
fire c come out from the men of Shechem, and from the|w 
houfe of Millo, and devour Abimelech, let them be 
incenfed againft Abimelech, and ferk his ruin, and 
procure it: the *fenfe is, that he wifhes that ftrife, 
contention and quarrels might arife among them, 
and they mutually deftroy each other; the words 
are imprecative of evil upon them both, and which 
had its exact fulfilment. 

y¥. 21. And Sotham ron away, and fled, &ce.} 
Having delivered his fable, and the application of 
it, he made his efcape, having the advantage of 
being on the top of a mountain, at fome diltance 
from the people, and perhaps they might not be in- 
clined to do him any hurt: and went to Beer ; 
which fome take to be fame.with’ Baalath- beer in 
the tribe of Simeon, ‘fofb. xix. 8. Jerom * ays, the 
village Bera, whither Yotham fled, is eight miles 
from Eleutheropolis to the north but Mr. Maun 
drel®, who was in thofe parts in “16975 gives us a 
better account of it; and, according to him, it is 
about two hours and a half’s travel from Bethel to 
it, and three hours and one third from it to fera- 
falem, Beer, he fays, enjoys a very pleafant fitua- 
tion, on an eafy declivity, fronting fouthward ; at 
the: bottom’ of the *hill it has'a plentiful fountain 
of excellent water, from which it had its name: 
and dwelt there for Nd of Abimelech bis brother; 
how long he dwelt there is not certain, and we 
iéar'no"more of hiniafter this. ‘Zo/epbus fays ad hé 
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tor fhedding it: and upon the men of Shechem which 
aided him in killing of bis brethren, by giving him 
money to hire men to go with him to do it, and. 
perhaps by words encouraging. the affaflins, rey . 
who might be of the city of Shechem. ; 
¥. 26. And the men of Shechem fet liers in wait 


‘for him in the top of the mountains, &c.|* Of Ebal 


and Gerizzim} which were near Shechem, by the 
way of which he paffed when he came to that city, 
and thefe they fet there) either to flay him, ‘or to 
feize his perfon, and bring him to them: and they 
robbed all that' came along that way by them, that 
belonged to Adbimelech and others allo; and this 
they did ‘to’ fhew their contempt of his goverh- 
ment, and that they were no:longer under it, and 
every man-did what was right in his own eyes, as 
if they had no governor over them ; though fome_ 
think this) was done to draw him thither to fecure 
his firbjects from fuch rapine and violence, that 
they might have an opportunity .to lay hold: upon 
him, or this non did on: purpofe to begin a civil 
war: and it was told Abimelech, that they lay iw 

wait for him; and fo he kept’ himfelf from them. 
¥. 26. And:Gaal the fon of Ebed came with bis 
brethren, and’ went over to Shechem, 8ec.]}, Who 
this Gaal»was, and who his brethren, and from 
whence he came, and the place he went over, are 
all uncertain. ‘archi thinks he was a Genfilé, and: 
it looks, by fome fpeeches of his afterwards, as 
if he was'a‘defcendent of Hamor, prince of She- 
chem, in the times of Jacob, who fince the expul- 
fion of the Canaanites, his family had retired to 
fome diftant parts ; but hearing of a differnce be- 
tween Abimelech and the Shechemites, Gaal, with 
fome of the family, came over, perhaps over jor- 
dan, to make what advantage he could of it: 
and the men of Shechem put their confidence in bim i 
freely 
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freely told him their mind, the ill opinion they|the world: and ke faid to Abimelech ; as if he was. 

had of Adimelech, and what was their defign again{t) prefent, in a heCctoring and bluftering mannef; or 
him ; and he affuring them he would take their) he faid what follows to his officer under him, that 
part, and defend them to the uttermoft, they de |reprefented him; or he fent a meffenger to him, 


pended on him, and therefore very fecurely went|faying, imcrea/e thine.army, and come out , bidding 


about their bufinefs in the fields, as follows. 

y¥. 27. And they went into the fields, and gather- 
ed their vineyards, &c.| Before they kept within 
the city, and durft not ftir out to gather in the 
vintage, the time being come, for fear of the 
troops of Abimelech ; for their lying in wait for 
him, and the robberies committed being made 
known to him, he had prepared to raile fome 
forces, and attack them, of which they had had 
information ; but now being encouraged with the 
protection of Gaa/, they ventured out to gather their 
grapes in their vineyards without fear : and trode 


him defiance, ghallenging him to come into the 
open field and fight him, and bring as many forces 
along with him as he could or would, not doubt- 
ing but he fhould be a match for him; and: the 
men of Shechem would fee they had nothing to 
fear from him, having fuch a man as Gaa/ at the 
head of them ; this he faid to engage the Shechem- 
ites to make him their ruler. 

¥. 30. Aud when Zebul the ruler of the city, 8c J 
Whom Abimelech had placed there under him: 
beard the words of Gaal the fon of Ebed, bis auger 
was kindled ; becaule he fpoke flightly of him, and 


the grapes, and made merry ; fung fongs and danced, | wifhed to have his place; perhaps before, Zedul was 
as was ufual at the ingathering of the fruits of the [inclined to be on the fide of the Shechemites. again{t 


earth, and treading the wine-prefs, J/. xvi. fo. 
Yer. xviii. 33. though Abendana thinks, this joy 
and merriment were made.to their idol, to whom 


they gave the praife of their vintage, they fhould|know how things were carrying on againft 


have done to the true God, and what follows may 


‘feem to confirm it: and they went into the houfe of\vily, &c.] 


Abimelech, or at leaft diffembled that he was ; but 
now being incenfed at the words of Gaal, deter- 
mined to take the fide of Adbimelech, and let him 
him. 

¥.31. And he ent meffengers unto Abimelech pri-. 
In a fecret manner, unknown to Gaal 


their god; the temple of Baal-berith, 5. and did\and the men of shechem; or craftily, as Farcbi and 
eat and drink in their idol-temple, as was the] Kimchi interpret it, ftill diflembling, notwithftanding 
manner of idolaters to do, bringiag their firft-|his anger, to be in the intereft of Gaa/,-and the 
fruits to rejoice, and make glad with: amd curfed\men of Shechem, as appears indeed afterwards by 
Abimelech ; wifhed they had never feen him andja fhew of friendlinefs with Gaa/, ¥. 36. though, 
known him, hoped they fhould be rid of him \thdant ed to Fofeph Kimchi and Ben Gerfom, Thor- 
a little time, and that he would meet with his|mcd is the name of the place where Adimelech was, 


deferved. difgrace and punifhment; and this they 
did in that very temple from whence they had 
taken money to affift him in making way for his 
government of them; fo fickle and changeable 
were they. a 

~ x. 28. And Gaal the fon of Ebed faid, &c.] As 
they were then making merry, drinking and ca- 
roufing : who is Abimelech, and who is Shechem, 
that we fhould ferve him? who is this Abimelech the 
Shechemite 2? or. who is he more than Shechem the 
old prince of this place long ago difpoffefled of 
it? the one is no better than the other, nor has a 
better title to rule and government than the other, 
that we fhould ferve him; nay, of the two, the 
defcendants of the old Shechem have the bett title : 
is not be the fon of Ferubbaal; that pleaded againit 
Baal, and threw down his altar, the god you now 
ferve: and Zebul his officer? has he not fet him 
over you? not content to rule you himfelf, he 
has fet up another as an officer over you under 
him, and thus you are like to be governed in a 
tyrannical manner, and oppreffed : ferve. the men 
af Hamor — for why fhould we ferve him? that is, 
rather ferve them than him; which was fpeaking 
very contemptuoutly of his government,, preferring 
the defcendents of Hamor, the old Cancanitifh 
prince, that ruled in this place, to Abimelech , and 
if Gaal was a defcendent of his, he fpoke in good 
earneft, and thought this_a proper opportunity to 
get the government of the city- reftored. to him 


and his family, fince their old religion and idolatry | 


the fame with Arumah, y. 41. and the fenfe is, 
that he fent meffengers to Abimelech at Thormab or 
Arumah: faying, Gaal the fon of Ebed, and bis 
brethren, be come to Shechem; a family that Abime- 
lech well knew, and if they were of the race of the 
old Canaanites, he would eafily perceive their de- 
fign : and behold, they fortify the city againft thee; by 
repairing its fortifications, or adding new works; or 
befiege ‘it, which, as that is done by placing an’ 
army around it without, that none can come out 
of it, fo by fetting a watch within, and upon the 
walls, and at the gates of it, that none can come 
in, which is here meant ; though fome interpret it 
of their defign to befiege the city Thormah, where 
Abimelech was, of which he gives him notice; or 
rather they fet the city againft thee, make the in- 
habitants thine enemies. 

¥. 32. Now therefore up by night, &c.] The 
night following, that no time might be loft: and 
the people that is with thee; the troops he had 
with him; not only fuch he had for his own guards, 
but what he had been raifing, having intelligence 
before this of the revolt of: the Shechemites from 
him: and le in wait in the fields ; he thought it 
moft advifeable for him to march with the forces 
he had, from the place where he was in the night, 
and lefs liable to be difcovered, and remain in the 
fields of Shechem till morning, and then come upon 
the Shechemites before they were aware, and fur- 
prize them, a 

¥. 33. And it fhall be, that iu the morning as 


were eftablifhed among them and if they had re-| oon as the fun is up, thou Jfhalt rife early, and fet 
¢eived one, why not the other? ~~ upon the city, &c.] For being with his forces ad- 
- ¥.29. dud would lo God this people were under\vanced near to it by a march in the night, he 
my hand, &c.| Or government, that I were but|would be able by fun-rifing to attack the city be- 
the ruler of their city, and general of their forces: )fore the inhabitants were up to defend it, and fo 
then would I remove Abimelech ; from his. kingly |furprife them: and behold, when be and the peo- 
office, and rid Shechem of him, and all the coun-|ple that is with him come out againft thee; that is, 
try round about, and indeed remove him out of Gaal, and the men with him, as many as h¢ upon 

a 


{Cony obfident, Pagninus, Munfter, Drufius; obfidere cogitan:, Pifcator. 
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a furprize can get together: thou mayeft do to them} y. 38. Then faid Zebul unto him, &c.] Not be- 
as thou foalt find occafion , as the fituation of things|ing able to put him off any longer, and willing to 
would direct him, and he in his wifdom, and ac |take the opportunity to upbraid him with what he 
cording to his ability, and as opportunity offered,}had faid: «where is now thy mouth, wherewith thou 

ould fee plainly what was fit and right to be|/aidft, who is Abimelech that we fhould Jerve him? 
done ; Zebul did not pretend to advife him farther, | dareft thou fay the fame thou haft done, and ut- 
but left the reft to his difcretion, as things fhould|ter the contemptuous language concerning adi- 
appear to him. melech, aking who he was that he fhould be 

¥. 34. And Abimelech rofe up, and all the people\f{erved ? Here he is, fpeak to his face; what are be- 
_ that were with him, by night, &c.] According to|come of thofe boafts and brags, and great fwell- 
the advice of Zebul: and they laid wait againft\ing words, what thou wouldit do it thou hadit 
Shechem in four companies, he divided his army|the command of this city? is not this the people 
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into four parts, which he placed o@ the four fides 
of the city, at fome diftance from it, to act as they 
fhould have opportunity, to find ways and means 
of getting into it on either quarter. 

¥. 35. And Gaal the fon of Ebed went out, &c.] 
He rofe up early that morning, being a man of 
vigilance and activity, and perhaps had fome in- 
telligence of the preparations of Abimelech, his de- 
fign againft the city, though he did not expect he 


thou haft defpifed ? as {mall and infignificant, bid- 
ding Abimelech increafe his army, and come out 
and fight: go out, I pray thee now, and fight with 
them; and fhew thyfelf to be a man of courage, 
and not ‘a mere blufterer, a man that can ule his 
{word as well as his tongue. 

¥. 39. And Gaal went out before the men of She- 
chem, 8c.) At the head of them to meet 4i- 
melech, having gathered together as many, and 


was fo near at hand: and ftood in the entering of|put them in as good order, as he could, and the time 


the gate of the city, to fee whether the guards 
were on their duty within, and whether he could 
obfetve any thing without, any approaching dan- 
ger: and Abimelech rofe up, and the people that 
were with him, from lying in wait; came out of 
their ambufh, and appeared juft as Gaal was at 
the gate. 

¥. 36. And when Gaal faw the people, he faid to 
Zebul, &c.] Who was up ag early, and came to 
_ the gate of the city, to fee how things went, and 
whether there was any appearance of Adbimelech and 
his forces, and whether any opportunity offered to 
let him into the city ; and it feems as if he came 
and ftood by Gaa/, and appeared friendly with 
him: debold, there come people down from the tops 
of the mountains; the mountains of Zda/ and Ge- 


would admit of : and fought with Abimelech 5 with- 
out the city. 

¥. 40. And Abimelech chafed him, and he fled 
before him, &c.] Abimelech got the better of him 
in the battle, and obliged him to give way, and 
he purfued him clofely as he was fleeing: amd many 
were overthrown and wounded, even unto the enter- 
ing of the gate, or they fell many wounded * or 
flain, as the Targum; that is, many were killed 
and wounded, as in the battle fo in the purfuir, 
and lay all the way to the entrance into the gate of 
the city, to which Gaal, and the men of Shechem, 
made for their fafety, and got in. 

¥. 41. And Abimelech dwelt at Arumab, &c.] 
Called alfo darima, as Ferom' fays, and in his time 
called Remphtis ; it feems to be not far off from . 


rizzim, which were near to Shechem: and Zebul|Shechem, he returned to the place where he was 


faid unto him, thou feeft the fhadow of the moun- 
tains, as if they were men; either deriding him, 
as being juft out of his bed, and his eyes fcarce 
open, that he could not difcern fhadows from 
men; or rather as being of fuch a timorous fpi- 
rit, that he was afraid of fhadows ; or elfe he faid 
this, putting on an air of ferioufnefs, as if he really 
believed this to be cafe, on purpofe to deceive 
him, and keep him from talking about them, 
whilft Abimelech and his men made further ad- 
vances, before Gaal could make any preparation 
to meet them. 

y. 37. And Gaal fpake again, and Jaid, &c. } 
Looking towards the mountains, and taking ‘an- 
other view of what he before faw for farther fatif- 
faction : fee, there come people down by the middle of 
the land either in the valley between the two 
mountains ; or rather thofe he firft faw on the top 
of the mountains, were now come down about 
the middle of them, called in the Hebrew text the 
navel, from the prominence of the mountains 
thereabout, or becaufe the navel is in the middle 
of the body, as this part of them was the middle 
on which he faw them. R. J/aiah interprets it, 
between the two cities: and another company come 
along by the plain of Meonenim, of which we read 
no where elfe. Montanus renders it, the oak of 
Meoxenim, or of the foothfayers ; oaks being had 
in great efteem with idolaters for their oracles and 
divinations ; and perhaps this was a place, whether 
an oak or a plain, where fuch perfons uféd to 
meet to make their divinations. 


ct mon 155° & ceciderunt vulnerati. multi, Pagninus, Montanus. 
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before, fee ¥. 31. contenting himfelf with the ad- 
vantage he had got, and waiting when another op- 
portunity would offer, which quickly did, to be 
revenged on the Shechemites: and Zebul thrujt out 
Gaal and his brethren, that they foould not dwell in 
Shechem; there feems to have been two parties in 
Shechem before, one that hated Adimelech, and an- 
other more friendly to his intereft ; by which 
means Zebul his officer kept his poft, and Gaal 
could not get the government into his hand; and 
now by the lofs in. the late battle, who were 4di- 
melech’s {worn enemies, and the difgrace Gaal fell 
into by being beaten, Zebu] was able, fo far able 
to carry his point; as to drive Gaa/ and his bre- 
thren out of the city ; though he had not ftrength 
to put him to death, or to feize him and deliver 
him into the hands of Abimelech. ; 
¥. 42. And it came to pafs on the morrow, &c.] 
The day after the battle : that the pople went out 
into the field; fome think to fight, and try the event 
of another battle, in order to be freed from Adi- 
melech; but that feems not fo likely; rather to 
finifh their vintage, as Fofephus™, or to till their 
ground, to plow and fow, which quickly came on 
after the vintage was ended ; and this they might 
do the more fecurely, fince Abimelech had with- 
drawn himfelf and his forces to his place of habi- 
tation, and fo concluded he would not foon at leaft 
return to them; and the rather they might think 
he would be more eafy with them, fince Gaa/ was 
thruft out from among them: and they told Abi- 
melech ; or it was told @dimelech, that the people 
came 
* De loc. Heb. fol. 94. B. 
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came out into the field, and fo an opportunity: of- 
fered to him to come and cut them off, as they 
were at their bufinefs unarmed, 

¥. 43. And he took the people, &c.| That is, the 
forces he had with him at Arumab: and divided 
them into three companies, each having a feparate 
leader, and the command of one of them he had 
himfelf: and laid wait in the field ; in the field of 
Shechem, one company in one part, and one in 
another part of the field: and looked, and bebold, 
the people were come forth cut of the city, he watch- 
ed them when they did: and be rofe up againji 
them, and fmote them the companies rofe up out 
of their ambufh, in different parts, and killed 
them, ’ 
¥.44. And Abimelech, and the company that was 
with bim, &c.| Which he-had the particular com- 
mand of ; or ¢be beads™, for in the company with 
him, as Kimchi obferves, were great men; and fo 
the Sep/uagint renders it, the princes that were with 
him: rujbed forward, and ftood in the entering of 
the gate of the city; to prevent the people that 
were in the field getting into it, and any from com- 
ing out of it to their relief: and the two other 
companies van upon all the people that were in the 
Jields, and flew them; {fo that by this means nonejalong with him: and faid unto the people that were 
efcaped. with him, what ye have feen me do, make hajte, and 

¥. 45. And Abimelech fought againft the city ali\do as Ihave done; take an ax, and every man cut 
that day, &c.| By throwing ftones or arrows into|down a bough with all poffible hafte, and lay it 
it: and be took the city; it was furrendered to him,|on his fhoulder. 
not being able to ftand out againtft his forces: and| ¥.49. And all the people likewife cut down every. 
flew the people that was therein, all but thofe that|man his bough, and followed Abimelech, &c.] With 
were of his own family and his friends ; all that|their boughs on their fhoulders, fo that they were 
had taken up arms againft him, or had fhown their]men that feemed to be as trees walking: and.put 
diflike of his government, and were his enemies :|them Zo the hold, and fet the hold on fire upon them; 
and beat down the city ; the houfes in it, and walls|upon the men in it, or with them, the boughs of 
of it, though it was his native place: and fowed|trees ; it is probable the hold was made of wood, 
it with falt; not to make it barren, for he wouldjand fo could the more eafily be fet on fire. archi 
rather then have fowed the field, though this would}fays, it was a wood or foreft, where they bent 
not have had any effect of that kind, for any time|the trees, and divided them round about, and made 
at leaft ; but to fhow his deteftation of it, becaufe|a fence of them; but they would fcarcely have 
of the ill ufage he had met with, and as a tokenjleft the tower for fuch a fhelter: /o that all the 
of its perpetual deftrudction, to which he devoted|men of the tower of Shechem died alfo; fire being 
it, determining that if it was in his power it fhould|put to the hold, and they burnt in it; the Vulgate 
never be rebuilt; but it was hereafter, and be-| Latin verfion adds, with fire and fmoke ; for they 
came again avery flourifhing city in Feroboam’s|being boughs of trees juft cut down, with which 
time. Thus the emperor Frederick Barbaroffa, in\they fet fire to the hold, they would not burn’ 
the year 1162, when he took Milain, not only|eafily and clearly, but make a prodigious {moke, 
ploughed it up, but fowed it with fale; and in| with which many might be fuffocated, as others 
memory of it, there is a ftreet in it, now called} burnt with fire; and it is unaccountable that Jo-> 
la contrada della Sala”: befides, Abimelech did this|/fephus ° fhould fay, that faggots of dry wood were 
to deter other cities from rebelling againft him ;|taken, and with them fire fet to the hold, when 
for if he fo ufed his own city, more feverely, if}the text is fo exprefs for it, that they were boughs 
poffible, would he ufe others. of green trees juft cut off: about 1000 men and 

¥. 46. And when all the men of the tower of|women; but the above hiftorian makes them to 
Shechem beard that, &c.] That the city of She-|be many more ; he fays the men were about 1500, 
chem was taken, the inhabitants of it flain, the|and the reft a great multitude; this literally ful- 
city beaten: down, and ‘fowed with falt; by which] filled Yotham’s curfe. 
it appears that this tower was not within the city,| y. 50. Then went Abimelech to Thebez, &c. | 
for then the men of it would have feen what was} Which, according to Ben .Gerfom, had rebelled 
done, and not be faid only to hear it; though it}againft him ; it was near to Shechem. Adrichomius 
was not far from it, and poffefled by Shechemites,\{ays’, the ruins, where he thinks ftood the city of 
and whither fome of the principal inhabitants had|74edez, were but one furlong from Neapolis or 
now fled for fafety ; perhaps itis the fame with the} Shechem, where, to the left of facod’s well, were 
houfe of MilJo, and fo that part of Fotbam’s curfe,|to be feen ruins of a large town, marble ftones, 
which refpected that, had now its accomplifhment,|whole pillars, and other. figns of large palaces, 
otherwife no account is given of it: they entered|and the foil wonderfully fruittul,; and Ferom fays %, 
into an bold of the houfe of the god Berith; not\that in his time there was a village called Thebes, 


hinking themfelves fafe enough in the tower, they 
‘betook themfelves to the temple of Baal-derith 
their god, fee y. 4. and ch. viii. 33. which was a 
(trong fortified place, as temples often were; or 
however had a ftrong hold belonging to it, and 
hither they fled, either becaufe of the greater 
{trength of the place, or becaufe of the fanétity 
of it, and imagining dbimelech would not deftroy 
it on that account; and the rather, becaufe of the 
fupply he had from it, which enabled him to raile 
himfelf to the government of J/rael. 

¥. 47. And it was told Abimelech, &c.] Who 
had his {pies about, and particularly to obferve the 
motions of the men im this tower: that all the 
men of the tower of Shechem were gathered together ; 
in the hold of the temple of Baal-berith. 

¥.48. And Abimelech got him to up mount Zat- 
mon, &c.| A mountain near Shechem, and thought 
to be the fame with Salmon in Pf. Ixviii: 14. which 
feems to have had its name from the fhade of the 
trees which grew upon it: 4e and all the people that 
were with him; his whole army: aud dbimelech 
took an ax in his hand, and cut down a bough from 
the trees; which grew upon mount Zalmon: and 
took it, and laid it on bis fhoulders; and carried it 


on 
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On the borders of Neapolis or Shechem, as you go 
to Scythopolis, 13° miles from it. It muft be near 
Shechem, inhabited by Shechemites, to fulfil Fo- 
tham’s curfe, ¥. 20. and encamped againft Thebez, 
and took it; it feems not to have held out long, 


FUD 


» 


GES. Chix. %.¢1—57) 


¥. £4. Then he called haftily to the young man bis 
armour-bearer, &c.| Perceiving it was a mortal 
blow that was given him, and he fhould foon ex- 
pire; and that the caft of the ftone was by the 
hand of a woman, and therefore he was in hafte 


being deferted by its inhabitants, who fled to the|to have the young man come to him: and faid 
tower, as follows. unto him, draw thy fword, and flay me, that men 

¥. 51. But there was a ftrong tower within the\fay not of me, a woman flew him, it being reckon- 
city, &c.] The tower of Shechem was without the|ed very ignominious and reproachful to"die by the 
eity, but this within, 4s towers generally are: amdjhand of a woman, and efpecially any great per- 
hither fied all the men and women, and all they of | fonage, as a king or general of an army *; to avoid 
the city; men, women and children, man andjthis, he chofe rather to be guilty of fuicide, or of 
maid-fervants, all the inhabitants of the city ; the] what cannot well be excufed from it, and fo died a 
tower being a large place, having not only many/|felf-murderer ; which added to all his other fins, he 
rooms in it, but perhaps a large.area in the midft|feemed to have no fenfe of, or repentance for ; and 
of it, as well as ic had battlements on the top of}the method he took to conceal- the fhame of his 
it: and fhut it to them ; the gates of it, and which|death, ferved the more to fpread it; for this cir- 
no doubt they ftrongly barred and bolted, to keep|cumftance of his death could not be given with- 


out the enemy: and gat them up to the top of the 
tower ; to obferve the motions of Abimelech, and 
annoy him as much as they could with what 
they carried with them, as ftones, and the like. 

¥. 52. And Abimelech came unto the tower, &c.] 
With his army to befiege it: and fougkt againjt 
it; ufing all the methods he could to oblige thofe 


out the reafon of it, and which was remembered 
and related punctually near 200 years afterwards, 
2 Sam. Xi. 21. . 

¥. 55. And when the men of Ifrael faw that Abi- 
melech was dead, &c.] That is, thofe that were 
with him, the men of his army, who were all J/- 
raelites: they departed every man to his place, dif- 


in it to jurrender : and went hard unto the door of|banded themifelves, and went every one to their 


the tower to burn it with fire, in order to get en- 
trance into it; and perhaps the tower was built of 
ftone, fo that no other part could be fet fire to; 
and to do this he drew near to the door himfelf, 
for nothing more is meant by the phrafe, went 
hard, then drawing near in his own perfon to the 
door; hazarding his life in the enterprize, being 
fo bent upon it, thinking to do by this tower what 


own home, and fo the inhabitants of Thebez efcaped 
the vengeance of Abimelech. 

¥. 56. Thus God rendered the wickednefs of Abi- 
melech which be did unto bis father, &c.| To the 
difgrace of his father’s character, and to the hurt 
of his father’s family: im flaying bis feventy bre- 
thren ; excepting one, which was a piece of un- 
heard-of wickednefs, attended with moft fad ag- 


he had done to the hold of the temple of Baa/-|gravations; the fhedding fuch blood required blood 


berith. 


to be fhed again, and it was righteous judgement 


y. 53. And a certain woman caft a piece of a|God rendered to him: this and the following verfe 
milftone, &c.] Of the upper milftone, as the word] contain the remarks made upon this hiftory by the 


fignifies, which is obferved by archi and other 
Fewifh commentators ; this with other ftones being 
carried up to the top of the tower, to do what 
execution they could with them: and a woman 
obferving Abimelech making up to the door of the 
tower, took up this piece of milftone, and threw 
it down upon Abimelech’s head, and all to break bis 
Skull; fhe did it with that view, though it may as 
well be rendered, or fhe, or it broke his fkull* ; it 


writer of it, who, as we have feen, in all proba. 
bility, was the prophet Samuel. 

¥. 57. And all the evil of the men of Shechem, 
&c.} In aiding Abimelech to flay his brethren, and 
in making him king after fo foul a faét commit- 
ted: did“God render upon their heads , by fuffer- 
ing Abimelech to beat down their city, and deftroy 
the inhabitants of it, and by burning the hold in 
which the men of the tower of Shechem were, and 


made a fracture in it, which was mortal. ben-j;them in it: and upon them came the curfe of Fo- 
dana obferves, and fo others, that that was mea-|tham the fon of Ferubbaal; both upon Abimelech, 
fure for meafure, a righteous retaliation, that as|and the men of Shechem, they being deftroyed by 
he had flain 70 of his brethren on one ftone, he|one another, as Yotham imprecated they might, 
fhould die by means of a ftone. and foretold they would, fee ¥. 20. 
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ARES chapter gives an account of two] y.1. And after Abimelech, there arofe to defend 
judges of //rae/, in whofe days they enjoyed| J/rae/, &c.] To fave, deliver and protect I/rael ; 
peace, y. 1—5. after which they finning againft|which does not neceffarily imply that Adimelech did; 
God, came into trouble, and were oppreffed by|for he was no judge of God?’s raifing up, or the 
their enemies 18 years, and were alfo invaded by| peoples chufing, but ufurped a kingly power over 
an army of the Ammonites, ¥. 6—g. when they|them ; and was fo far from faving and defendin 

cried unto the Lord for deliverance, confeffing|them, that he involved them in trouble and diftrefs, 
their fin; but he had firft refufed to grant them|}and ruled over them in a tyrannical manner, and 
any, tho’ upon their importunity and reformation he|left them in the praétice of idolatry: it only fig- 
had compaffion on them, ¥. 1o—16. and the chap-|nifies, that after. his death arofe a perfon next de 
ter is concluded with the preparation made by both |{cribed, to which this may well be attributed, that 
armies for a battle, ¥. 17, 18. 


though 
PyAodos FIN. YIN & confregit cranium ejus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; fo Tigurine verfion, 


* O turpe fatum ! foemina Herculee necis 
Aulor feretur mm Seneca Qctao, 


he was raifed up as a judge by the Lord; and 


Ch.x. ¥.2—7. FUDGE S: 3ir 
though we read of no enemies particularly, thatjto ride about, and do juttice in the feveral parts 
he delivered the people from in his days, yet it isjof the country, as Samuel’s fons were judges un- 
not impoffible nor unlikely that there might be/der him, 1 Sam. viii. 1. and they had 30 cities which 
fuch, though not made mention of; befides, helare called Havoth-jair unto this day, which are iz 
might be faid to fave them, as the word fignifies, |she lend of Gilead ; or the villages of fair. There 
in that he was an happy inftrument of compofing| were fome of this name that belonged to Fair, a 
thofe differences and diffenfions, which Abimelech|fon of Manafh, in the times of Mofes, Numb. 
had occafioned, and of recovering them from the|xxxii. 41. and thefe may be the fame, at leat 
idolatry they Had fallen into in his times, and of|fome of them; for they were but 23 he had, 
protecting them in their liberties, civil and reli-|whereas thefe were 30, 1 Chron, ii. 22. and thefe 
gious: and this was Tola the fon of Puah, the fon coming by inheritance to this Fair, a defcendant 
of Dodo, a man of Ifachar ; he was of the tribelot the former, and he being of the fame name, 
of Ifachar, and bore the fame name as the eldeft/and thefe cities perhaps repaired and enlarged by 
fon. of Ijachar did, as his father Puab had the im, the name of them was continued and efta- 
name of the fecond fon 6f Ifachar, 1 Chron. vii. 1.\ blithed ; for it is not reafonable to fuppofe, as fome 
and as for Dedo his grandfather, this is elfewherel have done, that this is the fame Fair that lived 
mentioned as the name of a man, as it doubtlefSlin the times of Mofes, who if fo, muft have lived 
is here, 2 Sam. xxiii. 9, 24. though fome copies} more than 300 years, an age men did not live to 
of the Targum, the Septuagint, and Vulgate Latin|in thofe times. 

verfions render it, the fon of his uncle or father’s ¥.5. And Fair died, and was buried in Camon, | 
brother; meaning that his father Puch was the fon! A city of Gilead, as Fofepbus* calls it; Ferom *, 
of dbimelech’s uncle or father’s brother, and folunder this word Camen, makes mention of a vil- 
was one of the family which was raifed up to be a lage in his times, called Cimana, in the large plain 

judge after his death; bur it is not likely that Gi-|fix miles from Legion to the north, as you go to 
deon, the father of Abimelech, and Puab, the fa-| Ptolemais; but as Reland* obferves, this feems 
ther of this man, fhould be brethren, when thel not to be the fame place, but rather this is the 
one was of ‘the tribe of Manafeb, and the other of| Camon Polybius ¥ {peaks of among other cities of 

the tribe of Ifachar: and he dwelt in Shamir in Perea, taken by Antiochus. f 
mount Epbraim ; that is, when he became judgein}| y. 6. And the children of Tfrael did evil again in 
Irae] he removed to this place, as being in the] the fight of the Lord, &c.| After the death of the 
midft of the tribes, and near the tabernacle of| above judges they fell into idolatry again, as the 
Shilob, and fo fit for a judge to refide in, to whom following inftances thew: and ferved Baalim, and 
‘the people might apply from all parts to have Ybtaroth , as they had before, ch. ii, 11, 13. fee 
juftice and judgment adminiftered to them. It is|the notes there: and befides thefe, alfo the gods of 
called Shamir in mount Ephraim, to diftinguifh it] Syria; their gods and goddefles, Belus and Saturn, 
from another of the fame name in the mountain Aftarte and the Dea Syria, Lucian writes of : and 
of Fudah, For. xv. 48. it feems to have its namel she gods of Zidon; the goddefs of the Zidonians 
from the thorns which grew about it. was Ajbtaroth, 1 Kings xi. 5. and it feems they 

¥.2. And he judged Ifrael 23 years, and died,\had other deities: and the gods of Moab; the chief 
éc.] He did not take upon him to be king, aslof which were Baal-peor and Chemofh, Numb. xxv. 
Abimelech did, but aéted as a judge, in which office] 2. 1 Kings xi. 7. and the gods of the children of 
he continued 23 years, and faithfully difcharged| Ammon, as Milcom or Molech, 1 Kings xi. 5, °7. 
it, and died in honour: and was buriéd in Shamir ;|and the gods of the Philiftines; as Dagon the god of 
the place where he executed his office. It is faid', Afodod, Beelzebub the god of Ekron, Marnas the 
that in the firft year of Tola, the fon of Puab, god of Gaza, and Derceto the goddefs of Afcalon: 
Priamus reigned in Troy. and forfook the Lord, and ferved not him not even 

¥. 3. dad after him arofe Fair, a Gileadite, &c.J\in conjunction with the above deities, as Farchi 

‘Who was of the half tribe of Manafb, on theland others obferve ; at other times, when they 
other fide Fordan, which inhabited the land of Gi- worfhipped other gods, they pretended to worfhip 
lead, and who is the firft of the judges that was|the Lord alfo, they ferved the creature befides the 
on that fide Fordan ; it pleafed God before the 0-| Creator; but new they were fo dreadfully funk 
vernment was {ettled in a particular tribe, to re-|into idolatry, that they had wholly forfaken the 
move it from one to another, and to honour them Lord and his worfhip at the tabernacle, and made 
all, and to fhew that though the two tribes of|no pretenfions to it, but entirely neglected ic, 

. Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeh,| ¥.7. And the anger of the Lord was hot againft 
were feparated from their brethren by the river] J/rael, &c.1 His anger burned like fire, he was 
Jordan, they were not neglected by the Lord; and exceedingly incenfed againft them, nothing being 
generally {peaking judges were raifed up in all|more provoking to him than idolatry, as after men- 
thofe parts which were moft oppreffed, and liable|tioned: and be Sold them into the hands of the Phi- 
to be opprefied by their enemies, as Gilead by the|/ifines, and into the hands of the children of Am- 
Ammonites; wherefore this, and the next judge| mon; that is, delivered them into their hands, and 
that followed him, Fephthab, were of Gilead: and they became fubjeét, and were in bondage to 
judged Ifrael 22 years; protected them from their|them, as fuch are that are fold for flaves ; part of 
enemies, adminiftered juftice to them, and pre-|them that lay to the weft of the land of J/-ael, fell 
ferved them in the true religion. into the hands of the Philiftines ; and another part, 

¥.4, And be had 30 fons that rode upon 30 afs-\which lay to the eaft, were opprefled by the chil- 
ealts, &c.] Which to ride on in thofe times was|dren of Ammon, particularly thofe that were on the 
reckoned honourable, and on which judges rode|other fide Jordan, came into the hands of the 
in their circuits, ch. v. 10. and fuch might be’ latter, 
thele fons of Fair, who were appointed under him 


y. 8. 


_t Juchafin, fol. 136. 4. " Anti. 1.5. c. 7. §.6. © De loc, Heb. fal. go. B. * Paleftina 
illuftr, tom. z. p. 679. ¥ Hift, 1, 5, 
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¥. 8. And that year they vexed and oppreffed the 
children of Ifrael, &c.) The Pbiliftines on one fide, 
and the children of Ammon on the other; meaning 
either that year in which Yair died, as Farchi; or 
the firft year. they began to bring them into bond- 
age, as R. Tfaiah, and from that year, as Kimchi 
and Ben Melech, that they vexed and diftreffed 
them, they continued to vex and diftrefs them 18 
years ; or, as Abarbinel interprets it, with that year, 


they vexed and oppreffed them eighteen years, that 
is, fo many more, or reckoning that into the num- 


ber of them ; and thefe eighteen years of their op- 


preffion are not to be reckoned into the years of 
‘pair’s government, and as commencing from the 


tourth of it, as bifhop Ujber, Lightfoot, and others ; 
for it does not appear that there was any oppref- 
fion in his days, but from the time of his death 
to: the raifing up of Yepbthab a new judge: and 
the people oppreffed by the children of Ammon, 
during that time, were al/ the children of Ifrael that 


were on the other fide fordan, in the land of the 
simmonites, which is in Gilead; even the tribes of 


Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeb. 


¥. 9. Moreover, the children of Ammon paffed over 
Fordan, &c.| Not content with the oppreffion of 
the tribes on the other fide Fordan, which had con- 
tinued 18 years, they came over Fordan into the 
land of Canaan to ravage that, and bring other 
of the tribes into fubjection to them, particularly 
the three next mentioned, which lay readieft for 
them, when they were come over Fordan= to fight 
allo againft Judah, and againft Benjamin, and againft 


the houfe of Ephraim; who lay to the fouth and the 
fouth-eaft of the land of Canaan, and were the 
firft the Ammonites had to fight with and fubdue, 
when they had croffed Fordan to the eaft of it: 


fo that Ifrael was fore diftrefed, by the Ammonites 
in the eaft, threatening thofe three-tribes mentioned, 
and the Pdiliftines on the welt, who gave difturbance 
to the tribes that lay neareft them, as Aber, Zebu- 
lun, Naphtali, IJachar and Dan; and this diftrefs 


was begun the fame year in different parts, by dif- 
ferent enemies. 


y¥.10. And the children of Ifrael cried unto the 
Lord, &c.] In this their diftrefs, feeing nothing 
but ruin and deftruction before their eyes, their 
land being invaded by fuch powerful enemies in 
different quarters; this opened their eyes to a fenfe 
of their fins, the caufe of it, and brought them to 
a confeffion of them : /aying, we have finned againft 
thee, both becaufe we have forfaken our God, and alfo 
ferved Baalim , had been guilty not only of fins of 
omiffion, neglecting the pure worfhip of God, but 


alfo of fins of commiffion, even of grofs idola- 


try, in ferving Baalim, and other gods, before 


mentioned. 

y. 11. And the Lord faid unto the children of If- 
rael, &c.|) By a prophet he fent unto them, as 
Kimchi and Abarbinel, fee ch. vi. 8. whom Ben 
Gerfom takes to be Phinebas, but he could not be 
living at this time; or by an angel, a created one, 
fent on this occafion; or the increated one, the 
Son and Word of God, who might appear in an 
human form, and to whom all that is here faid 
is applicable: did mot I deliver you from the Egyp- 
tians; by bringing them out of fubjection and 


bondage to them, and by delivering them out of 


their hands at the Red-/ea: and from the Amorites , 

the kings of Sihon and Og, whofe countries were 

taken from them, and put into their hands,’ when 

they attempted to ftop them in their march to the 
I 


* Geogragh, 1, 16, p, 528. 


i 


GUE) SS Ch. x. ¥. 8—16. 


land of Canaan: from the children of Ammon; when 
they joined with- the Moadites againft them, ch. 
iii, 13. and from the Philifiines? in the times of 
Shamgar, ch. iil 31, i aa 

¥..12. The Zidonians alfo, &c.] Who were left 
in the land to diftrefs them, though there is no 
particular mention of them, and of the diftrefs - 
they gave them, and of their deliverance from it, 
which yet is not at all to be queftioned : amd the 
Amalekites ; both quickly after they came out of © 
Egypt, Exod. xvii. 13. and when they were come 
into the land of Canaan, joining the Moabites and 
the Midianites againft them, ch. iii. 13. and vi. ES 
and the Macnites did opprefs you; meaning either 
the old inhabitants of Maen, a city in the moun- 
tains of Fudab, near to which was a wildernefs of 
this name, Jo/b. xv. 55. 1 Sam. xxiii. 24. or ra- 
ther a people of Arabia, called by Strabo*, and 
Diodorus Siculus*, Minzeans, the fame with Mebu- 
nim, mentioned with the drabians, 2 Chron. xxvi. 7. 
and who’ perhaps came along with the Midianites, 
when they opprefled J/rael; though fome have 
thought of the old inhabitants of Betb-meon and 
Baal-meon, Numb. xxxii 38. Fer. xlviii. 23. and 
ye cried unto me, andJI delivered you out of their 
hands all thofe mercies and deliverances are men- 
tioned to aggravate their fins, that notwithftand- 
ing the Lord had fo often, and fo eminently ap- 
peared for them, yet they deferted him and his 
worfhip, and fell into idolatry. archi obferves, 
that here are feven falvations or deliverances men-= 
tioned in oppofition to the feven forts of falfe gods 
or idols they had ferved, y. 6. 

y. 13. Ye have forfaken me, and ferved other 
gods, &c.] Since they had been fo remarkably 
faved, time after time, and delivered from fo many 
powerful enemies, which was dreadful ingratitude: ~ 
wherefore I will deliver you no more; which is not 
to be underftood abfolutely, fince after this he did 
deliver them, but conditionally, unlefs they re- 
pented of their idolatries, and forfook them, This 
is faid to bring them to a fenfe of their fin and 
danger. Prat 

¥. 14. Go and cry unto the gods which ye have 
chofen, &c.} For they were their choice, and not 
what they were obliged to ferve through perfecu< 
tion, and by compulfion of others, and whom 
they needed not, having the Lord Jehovah to be 
their God; and they are bid not ferioufly, but in 
an ironical or farcaftic way, to call upon them for. 
help in this their time of diftrefs, in whofe power 
it was not to relieve them : Jet them deliver you in 
the time of your tribulation; if they can, whom 
you have ferved in your profperity. 

¥. 15. And the children of Ifrael faid unto the 
Lord, we have finned, &c.] By ferving other gods 


particularly ; and they feemed to have a true fenfe 


of their fin, and their confeffions of it to be in- 
genuous, by what follows: do thou unto us what/o- 
ever feemeth good unto thee ; inflict what punifhment 
he would upon them, as famine or peftilence, they 
could not but own it would be juft and righteous, 
and what their fins deferved: deliver us only, we 


pray thee, this day; out of the hands of men; 


they chofe rather to fall into the hands of God; and 
however he thought fit to deal with them, they 
entreated that this once he would fave them out 
of the hands of their enemies. 
y¥. 16. And they put away the firange gods from 
among them, &c.| Which was an evidence of the 


truth of their repentance, and fhowed their con- 


feffions 


‘ 


* Bibliothec, 1, 3. p, 176. i 
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feffions and humiliations to be genuine: and ferved|the children of J/rae/, on the other fide Jordan, 


the Lord; and him only, both in private and pub- 
lic; in the obfervance of duties, both moral and 
ceremonial ; in an attendance on the fervice of the 
fanétuary, and by offering facrifices to God there, 
according to his will: and bis foul was grieved for 
the mifery of Ifrael, which is to be underftood af- 
ter the manner of men; for grief properly does 
not belong to God, there being no paffion in him ; 
but it denotes a carriage or behaviour of his, which 
fhows what looks like fympathy in men; a love 
and affection for J/rae/, notwithitanding their ill 
behaviour to him, and a change of his difpenfa- 
tions in providence towards them, according to 
his unchangeable will ; fo Maimonides ® underftands 
it of the good-will and pleafure of God, to ceafe 


were rifen up in defence of their country, rights 
and liberties, the children of Ammon came back 
and repafied Fordan: and encamped in Gilead; in 
the land of Gilead, part of which belonged to the 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, and the other part to 
the half tribe of Manafféh: and the children of I/- 
racl affembled themfelves together, and encamped at 
Mizpeh ; of which name there were feveral cities 
in the land of J/rae/, on both fides Fordax ; this 
muft defign a place on the other fide Jordan, either 
in the tribe of Gad or Manajleb, for it feems there 
was of this name in each, fee Gen. xxxi. 49. Fob 
Xi. 3. 

¥.18. And the people and princes of Gilead faid 


one to another, &c.] Being thus affembled and 


from afflicting the people of J/rael ; but Abarbineljencamped : what man is he that will begin to fight 


is of opinion, that this refers to the foul of J/rael, 
which was fhortened and contra¢ted, as the word 
fignifies, becaufe of the labour of fervitude, the 
affliction and diftrefs they were in. 

y. 17. Then the children of Ammon were gathered 
together, &c.] By a crier, as Farchi ; they had 
pafied over Yordan, as in ¥. 9. and had been di- 
‘ftreffing three of the tribes of J/rae/ on that fide, 
but now being informed by an herald at arms, that 


CHA 


” 


with the children of Ammon? for though the forces 
were affembled together for battle, yet it feems 
they had no general to command them, and lead 
them on to it: be fhall be bead over all the inhabi- 
tants of Gilead; this they ordered to be proclaimed, 
to encourage fome perfon to take the command 
of them, and go before them to battle, promifing 
him that he fhould be judge or governor over all 
the tribes on that fide ‘Fordaa, 


Pee Xt 


HIS chapter gives an account of another|father ought not to have martied and others, that 
BR judge of [rael, Fephthab, of his defcent and|fhe was of another nation, a Gentile, fo Fofepbus', 


character, ¥.1, 2, 3. of the call the elders of Gi-|and, according to Patricides*, he was the fon of 
lead gave him to be their captain-general, and lead|a Saracen woman; but neither of thefe are fuffi- 
out their forces againft the Ammonites, and the|cient to denominate her a harlot: and Gilead be- 
agreement he made with them, y¥.4—11. of the|gat ephthab; he was his fon; this was a defcen- 
. meflage he fent to the children of 4mmon, which|dant of Gilead the fon of Machir, the fon of Ma- 
brought on a difpute between him and them about |za/es, called after the name of his great anceftor. 
the land //rae/ poffeffed on that fide Fordan, the} y.2. And Gilead’s wife bare him fons, &c.] It 
Ammonites claimed; IJ/rael’s right to which Fephthab \feems that after the birth of Fepbthah, Gilead took 
defended, and made it clearly to appear, hoping}him a lawful wife, who bore him fons: and bis 
thereby to put an end to the quarrel without fhed-|wife’s fons grew up; to the eftate of men: and 
ding of blood, ¥. 12—27. but the children of |tbey thruft out Fephthab ; out of his father’s houfe, 
Ammon not attending to what he faid, he prepared}his father in all likelihood being dead, or he would 


to give them battle, and previous to it he made a 
vow, and then fet forward and fought them, and got 
the victory over them, ¥. 28—33. and the chap- 
ter concludes with the difficulties Fepbihab was 
embarafied with upon his return home, on account 
of his vow, and the performance of it, ¥.. 34—40. 


¥.1. Now Fephthah the Gileadite was a mighty 
man of valour, 8c.) Fepbthab had his name of Gi- 


not have fuffered it, and what follows confirms 
it, that he was dead: and faid unto him, thou halt 
not inherit in our father’s boufe; as he might not, 
if the fon of an harlot, or of a woman of another 
tribe, or of a concubine; though as Kimchi, from 
their Rabbins, obferves, the fon of fuch an one 
might, provided his mother was not an handmaid 
nor a ftranger. And it looks as if this was not 
rightly done, but that Fephthab was injurioufly 


leadite either from his father, whofe name was Gi-|dealt with by his brethren, of which he complains : 
lead, or from the city and country in which he|for thou art the fon of a flrange womans or of an- 
was born, which is moft likely, and fo was ofjother woman‘, that was not their father’s lawful 
the fame country with the preceding judge ; and he|wife ; or of a woman of another tribe, as the Zar- 
was a man of great ftrength and valour, and which}gum, or of another nation, as others, proftitutes 
perhaps became known by his fuccefsful excurfions| being ufed to go into foreign countries to get a live- 
on parties of the enemies of J/rael, the Ammonites, |lihood, and hide the fhame of their families; hence 
being at the head of a band of men, who livedja ftrange woman, and a harlot, fignified the fame‘, 
by the booty they got from them: and be was the fee ¥. t. 

fon of an harlot ; the Targum fays, aninnkeeper 5} y. 3. Then Fephthab fled from his brethren, &c.] 
and, according to Kimchi, fhe was a concubine,|Being ill ufed by them, and a man of fpirit and 
which fome reckoned no better than an harlot, but}courage, and could not bear to be treated wich 
fuch are not ufually called fo: fome fewi/b wri-|contempt, nor to live in a dependence on others, 
ters will have her to be one of another tribe hisjand therefore fought to make himfelf another way 4 

GN. 
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and dwelt in the land of Tob, which Kimchi and to engage in the war with them, yetthought it proper 
Ben Gerfom think was the name of the lord and 'to take this opportunity to upbraid them with their 


Ch. xi. ¥.4—10. 


land, as Tod fignifies, fo the Targum, but others, 
the name of a city or country, and conjecture, it 
may be the fame with J/-teb, and which was not 
far from the children of Ammon, fince they fent 
thither for affiftance, 2 Sam. x. 6. . Ferom * takes it 
for a country, in which ephthab dwelt, but fays 
no more of it. ‘umius fays, it was on the entrance 
of Arabia deferta, fee 1 Maccab. v. 13. 2 Maccab. 
xii. 17. where the inhabitants of it are called Zo- 
bienians or Tubienians: and there were gathered vain 


owner of the land ; Adarbinel interprets it, a good | 


forther unkindnefs to him: did not ye bate me, and 
expel me out of my father’s boufe ? for it teems fome 
of thefe elders at leaft were his brethren; for who 
elfe could be thought to hate him, and through 
hatred to thruft him out of his father’s houfe, but 
they ? nor is it at all improbable that they were 
among the elders of Gifehd, confidering what fa- 
mily they were of : though indeed the magiftrates 
of the city might be affifting to Sepbthab’s bre- 
thren in the expulfion of him, or however con- 
nived at it, when they fhould, as he thought, have 


vicn to Fepbthab; not wicked men, but empty|protected him, and taken care that he had juftice 
men, whofe pockets were empty; men without}done him; for even though illegitimate, a mainte- 
money, as Abarbinel interprets it, had nothing tojnance was due to him: aid why are ye come unto 
live upon, no more than Yephthah, and he being|me now, when ye are in diftre/s ? intimating, that it 
a valiant man, they enlifted themfelves under him:|was not love and refpect to him, but neceffity, 
and went out with him; not on any bad defign, as}that brought them to him with this requeft ; and 
to rob and plunder, but to get their living by hunt-|that fince they ufed him fo ill, they could not rea- 
ing ; or rather by making excurfions into the ene-|fonably expect he fhould have any regard unto 


mies country, and carrying off booty on which/them. 


they lived. Fo/epbus * fays, he maintained them 
at his own expence, and paid them wages. 


y¥. 8. And the elders of Gilead faid unto Fephtbab, 
&c.] In reply to his objection : therefore we turn 


¥. 4. And it came to pafs in proce/s of time, 8cc.] again unto thee now; being fenfible of the injury 


Some time after Fepbthab had been expelled his 
father’s houfe, and he was become famous for his 
martial genius, and military exploits; or at the 


they had done him, and repenting of it, of which 
their return to him was an evidence ; it being with 
this view to remove the difgrace and difhonour that 


clofe of the 18 years oppreffion of the children of, had been caft upon him, by conferring fuch honour 


Jjrael by the Ammonites, or fome few days after 
the children of J/rael were gathered together at 


‘on him, as to be their chief ruler: that thou mayeft 


go with us, and fight againft the children of Ammon, 


Mizpeb, that the people and princes of Gilead were|and be our bead over all the inhabitants of Gilead; 


preparing for war with Ammon, and were thinking 
of a proper perfon to be their general : that the chil- 
dren of Ammon made war againft Ifrael; not only 
repafied Fordan, and encamped in Gilead, but be- 
gan to attack them in fome place or another, at 
leaft threatened them with it, and made motions 
towards it. 


the end of their coming to him was not only to 
bring him back with them to his own country, | 
and to fight again{t the Ammonites, and the defence 
of it, but to be the fole governor of it ; not of all 
Tfrael, but of the tribes beyond Yordan, which in- 
habited the land of Gilead: more than this they 
could not promife, tho’ he afterwards was judge 


¥. 5. And it was fo, that when the children of\over all J/rael, notwithftanding there was a law in 


Ammon made war againft Irael, &c.| Were pre- 
paring for it, and had affembled their forces near 


T/rael, that no {purious perfon fhould enter into 
the congregation, or bear any public office; fo it 


them, and had began to make fome efforts againft|was a law with the Athenians ‘, that unlefs a man 


them: the elders of Gilead went to fetch Fephthab 
out of the land of Tob; they did not fend meffen- 
gers to him, but went themfelves, partly to fhew 
greater re{pect to hin, and partly in hopes of bet- 
ter fuccefs, being aware of objections he would 
.make, which they could better anfwer themfelves, 
than a deputation. ; 
y¥.6. And they faid unto Fephthah, come and be 
our captain, &c.| The general of their army, to 
conduét and lead on their forces ; they did not pro- 
pofe him to be their king, being convinced by Aéi- 
melech’s conduct, that fuch a ftep would be wrong ; 
nor did they fay any thing of his being their judge, 
having no other view than to ferve their prefent 
exigence ; befides, a judge was not one chofen by 
the people, but raifed up of God, and which ho- 
nour was conferred’'‘on Fephthah afterwards : that 
he may fight with the children of Ammon, with judg- 
ment, courage and fuccefs; they did not make 
this propofal to him to fave themfelves from be- 
ing engaged in the war, but that they might have 
one fkilful in’ military affairs at the head of them, 
to inftruct them in’the art of war, and lead them 
on in a regular manner, and animate them by his 
brave example. 
¥.7. And Fephthab faid unto the elders of Gilead, 
&c. ]In anfwer to their requeft ; who tho’ not backward 


& De loc, Heb. fol. 25. A. 


» Ur fupra. 
Suidas in voce Anporoszlos. 


was born of both parents citizens, he fhould be 
reckoned fpurious, and have no fhare in the go- 
vernment, fee y. 2. ar 

¥.9. And Fepbthab faid unto the elders of Gi- 
lead, &c.\ Confidering the former ufage he had met 
with from them, and the character which he himfelf 
bore, and the ficklenefs of men, when their turn 
is ferved, was willing to make fure bargain with 
them: if ye bring me home again to fight againft 
the children of Ammon ;, that is, fhould he confent 
to go along with them, and fight their battle for 
them: and the Lord deliver them before mes or 
into his hands, on whom he depended for fuccefs, 
and not on his own courage and valour, and mili- 
tary fkill: /ke/l I be your bead? not only captain- 
general of their forces during the war, but the 
chief ruler of them when that was ended. 

y.10. And the elders of Gilead faid unto Fepbtbab, 
&c.] Affenting to his propofal, and not only giv- 
ing their word for it, but their oath: the Lord be 
witne/s between us, if we do not fo according to thy 
words; that is, make him head over them; they 
appealed to the omnifcient God, and called on him 
to be a witnefs of their agreement to it, and iwore 
by him they would fulfil it; or if they did ner, 
that the Lord would take vengeance en them for 
it, and punifh the breach of this covenant and 

» oath, 
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oath in fome way or another; the Targum of Fo-| conquett of it, it had been in the hands of the Moad- 
nathan is, ** the Word of the Lord be a witnels) ites and Ammonites, and who being confederates or 
between us, &e.” fubjects of the fame king, is here claimed by the 

¥. 11. Then Fephthab went with the elders of If-| king of the children of Ammon: from Arnon even 
rael, &c.] From the land of Zod into the land of | unto Fabbok, and unto Fordan; the river Arnon 
Gilead, his native country: aud the people made|was the border between Moab and the Amorites, 
him head and captain over them, ratified and: con-|and the river Jabbok was the border of the chil- 
firmed what the elders had promifed, and by a ge-|dren of Ammon, Numb. xxi. 13, 24. the one was 
neral unanimous vote appointed him both to be|to the fouth of the country claimed, and the other 
the captain of their forces, and to be the chief|tothe north and to the weft,which was Fordan, and 
‘ruler and governor of them. And this. they did, | the wildernefs to the eaft, ¥. 22. now therefore re- 
though he was the fon of an harlot ; and accord-|/lore thefe lands again peaceably ; this is demanded 
ing to the law in Deut. xxiii. 2. fuch an one was|or propofed as terms or conditions of peace, and 
not to be a civil magiftrate; but this was a|what would prevent a war, and nothing fhort of 
cafe of neceffiry, and in which no doubt they|this would do it. 


were directed by the Lord, who could dif- 
penfe with his own Jaw: befides, they had come 
to fuch an agreement before they had pitched on 
any particular perfon, that who fhould begin to 
Hight with the children of Ammon, fhould be head 
over all the inhabitants of Gilead, fo that they 
were obliged to it by their vote and decree, when 
they affembled at Mizpeb, where it is probable 
they confulted. the Lord, and aéted under his di 
rection, ch, x. 17, 18. and where this was con- 


v.14. And Fephthah fent meffengers again unto 
the king of the children of Ammon.| Being willing 
to give him all the fatisfaction he could, and if 
poffible live peaceably with him, and prevent the 
effufion of blood. 

¥.15. And faid unto bim, &c.) By his mef- 
fengers: thus faith Fephthab , in a majettic ftile, 
as governor of J/rael: Ifrael took not away the land 
of Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon; 
they were charged not to take any, nor did they 


firmed as feems from the following claufe: and take any that belonged to any of thefe countries, 
JFepkthab uttered all bis words before the Lord in\or that was then in the poffefiion of either of them, 
Mizpeb ; where the congregation of J/rael were: Deut. ii. 9, 19. what they did take was in the 
aflembled, and in which the Shekinah, or divine, hands of Sibon and Og, and they had obtained it 


majelty dwelt, as is obferved by Farchi and Kimcbi,| 


and not Mizpeh-in Fob. xi. 3, 8. as the latter fays, 
but this was on the other fide Yordan in the land 
ot Gilead; however, as it was a folemn meeting, 
the Lord was there, and, as in his prefence, 
Fepbthab rehearfed all that pafled between him, 
and the elders of Gilead; and no doubt in prayer 
to God defired he would fignify his approbation 
and ratification of their agreement, and would give 
him fuccefs in his undertakings againft the chil- 
dren of Ammon. 

¥.12. And Fephthab fent meffengers unto the king 
of the children of Ammon, &c.) Being now de- 
clared chief and fole governor of the tribes on the 
other fide Fordan, he acted in “charagter, and as 
fuch fent meffengers to the king of the Ammonites, 
to know the reafon of his invading the land that 
belonged to J/rael, being defirous of adjufting 
things in an amicable way, and to prevent the fhed- 
ding of blood; in which he behaved as a good 
man, and not at all inconfiftent with a man of va- 
Jour and courage: /faying, what haft thou to do 
with me , to invade my land, and difturb my peo- 
ple, what have I of they done.to give occafion 
for it? that thou art come againft me to fight in my 
land? he {peaks in the language of a governor, 
and as a man of fpirit concerned for the good of 
his country, and determined to defend the rights 
and liberties of it. 

y. 13. And the king of the children of Ammon an- 
fwsred unto the meffengers of Fephthab, &c.| Who 
this king of Ammon was is not faid, however he 
returned an anfwer to Yepbthab’s meffengers, which 
they brought to him, and it was to this purpofe; that 
the reafon of his invading the land, and bringing 
war into it, was, Jecaufe Lfrael took away my land 
when they came out of Egypt; not as foon as they 
came out of Zgypt, for it was 39 years. afterwards 
and upwards, even a little before they entered into 
the Jand of Canaan; and the land they took was 
not theirs, but in the poffefiion of Siben and Og 
kings of the Amorites,; though indeed before their 


by conqueft, and fo no more belonging to either of 
thefe. 
¥. 16. But when Ifrael came up from Egypt, &c.] 
In order to go to the land of Canaan, which was 
higher than the land of J/rae/, which lay low*: 
and walked through the wilderne/s unto the Red-feas 
which is to be underftood, not of their walking to 
it; when they firft came out of Egypt, they indeed 
then came to the edge of the wildernefs of Etham, 
and fo to the Red-/ea, .and walked through it as 
on dry land, and came into the wildernefs of Shur, 
Sin and Sinai, and after their departure from mount 
Sinai they came into the wildernefs of Paran, in 
which they were 38 years ; and this is the wilder- 
nefs meant they walked through, and came toEzion- 
geber, on the fhore of the Red fea, Numb. xxxiii. 
35. and came to Kadefh ; not Kadejh-barnea, from 
whence the fpies were fert, but Kade/h on the bor- 
ders of Edom, from whence meffengers were fent 
to the king of it, as follows. 
¥.17. Then Ifrael fent meffengers unto the king of 
Edom, &c.] The hiftory of which may be read 
in Numb. xx. 14, &c. faying, let me, I pray thee, 
pafs through thy land; the land of Edom, from 
the fouth to the north of it, according to Farchi, 
which was the neareft and fhorteft way to the land 
of Canaan; fo far were the J/raelites from invading 
and feizing upon the properties of others, that 
they would not attempt to fet their foot in an- 
other’s country without leave; which they afked in 
an humble manner, promifing to do no injury to 
any, but pay for whatever they eat and drank in 
their paflage: but the king of Edom would not 
hearken thereto; or grant their requelt, but re- 
fufed them pafflage through his country: and in 
like manner they fent unto the king of Moab, but be 
would not confent; that they fhould pafs through 
his country, which lay, as Ferchi fays, at the end 
of the land of Edom, to the weft of it, and to the 
fouth of Canaan, and though we no where elfe 
read of their fending meflengers to the king of 
Moab, and of the denial he made them, it is not 
at 
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at all to be doubted of, and the Fewi/h commen- 
tators obferve, that it is clearly intimated by Mo/es, 
Deut. ii, 29. as the children of Efau, who dwelt in 
Seir, and the Moabites which dwelt in Ar, did unto 
me; which they interpret thus, as the children. of 
Efau would not fuffer I/raet to pafs through their 
land, when defired of them, fo neither would the 
Moabites, when the fame requeft was made to them: 
and Ijrael abode in Kadefo, quietly and peaceably, 
and did not attempt to force their way through 
either country, but continued in Kadefh fome little 
time to confider what way they fhould take, and 
to wait for divine direction. 

¥. 18. Then they went along the wildernefs, &c.] 
The wildernefs of Paran, which lay along the bor- 
ders of Edom; they went, according to Farchi, 
from the weft to the eaft on the fouth border of 
Edom and Moab: and compaffed the laud of Edom, 
and the land of Moab; all the fouth of the land of 
Edom, and all the fouth of the land’ of Moaé; to- 
wards the fun-rifing, as in Numb. xxi. 11. and 
pitched on the other fide of Arnon, the river Arnon, 
which, according to Yarchi, was at the eaft-end of 
the land of Aécad, where began the country of Sz- 
hon and Og: but came not within the border of 
Moab; fo far were they from attempting to take 
away any part of that land from the king of it, 
though ill treated by him: for Arnon was the bor- 
der of Moab; which divided between Adozd and the 
Amorites, Numb. xxi. 13. . 

¥.19. And Ifrael fent meffengers unto Sibon king 
of the Amorites, the king of Hefbbon, &c.) Which 
was his royal city, where he had his palace, and 
kept his court, and is therefore particularly men- 
tioned ; and the rather, becaufe he had taken it 
from the Moabites, and was part of that land now 
in difpute ; and this Sibon was not only in poflef- 
fion of, when J/rae/ fent meffengers to him, but it 
was his royal feat, the metropolis of his kingdom, 
and he was called king of it: aud Ifrael faid unto 
him, let us pafs, we pray thee, through thy land 
unto my place; the land of Canaan, prepared and 
referved for them when the moft high divided to 
the nations their inheritance, promifed by the Lord 
to their anceftors and to them, and given unto 
them, who is fovereign Lord of all; and all that 
Tfrael defired of Sihon was only a paffage through 
his land to that, promifing the fame as to the 
king of Edom; fee the hiftory of it in Numd. xxi. 
2149 &c. 

¥.20. But Sibon trufted not Ifrael to pafs through 
his coaft, &c,|. For fear they fhould feize upon his 
dominions, and retain them ; and the more fearful 
he might be, as he knew that his people were one 
of the feven nations of the Canaanites, whofe land 
they were going to poffefs, and whom they were 
to deftroy : but Sibon gathered all his people together , 
in fome certain place, and armed them, and went 
out in an hoftile manner againft J/rael in the wil- 
dernefs to attack them; whereby it appears that he 
was the aggrefior, and therefore [/rae/ was not to 
be blamed, as not for defending themfelves, fo 
neither for feizing and poffeffing his country when 
they had conquered him: and pitched in Fabaz, 
and fought againft Ifrael, there was a battle be- 
tween them at the place mentioned, and the victory 
was on J/rael’s fide, fee Numb. xxi. 23. 

y¥. 21. And the Lord God of Ifrael dehvered Sibon 
and all bis people into the hand of Ifrael, &c.] So 
that as Sihon, his people, and his country, fell into 
the hands of J/rze/ through the victory the Lord 
gave them over him, they had a divine right to the 
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Jand now in difpute : and they fmote thems deftroyed 
him and all his people, as they were ordered to 
deftroy the feven nations of Canaan, of which the — 
Amorites were one, Deut. vii. 1. fo [/rael poffeffed all 


ithe land of the Amirites, the inhabitants of that 


country; by means of the above victory they came 
into the lawful and rightful poffeffion of all the 
land that belonged to the Amorites, who were at 
that time, and none elfe, the inhabitants of it; 
and therefore the Ammonites could have no claim to 
it, nor was any made till now. 5 

¥. 22. And they poffeffed all the coafts of the Amo- 
rites, &c.} Peaceably and quietly, nor did any 
pretend to call their right in quettion, or difpute 
their title, or give them any difturbance : from Ar- 
non unto Faobok , which was the length of the coun- 
try, and the direction was from fouth to north, and 
reached from the river Arnon, the border of Moab, 
to the river Fabbok, the border of Ammon; fo that 
it included no part of what was at this time in the 
pofleffion of either: and from the wildernefs even 


‘unto Ferdan ; which was the breadth of it, and its 


direction was from the weft to the eaft, reaching 
trom the wildernefs of Arabia to the river Jordan. 

¥.23. So now the Lord God of Ifrael hath dif- 
poffelied the Amorites from before his people Ifrael, 
&c.] It is his doing, and not the Draelites ; it is 
he that difpofleffed the Amorites, and put the J/~ 
raelites into the pofieffion of their land, and there- 
fore they enjoy it by a good tenure: and fhouldeft 
thou poffefs it ? what through the blefling of God 
on their arms they have obtained by conqueft, and 
he has fettled them in; did they conquer, that thoy 
fhould poffefs what they conquered? did their 
God put it into their hands to deliver it into thine? 
did they fight to recover for thee what thou hadft 
loft, and to put thee into the poffeffion of it? 
did not. they fight in their own defence, and their 
enemies and their Jand fell into their hands, and 
by the laws and right of nations became theirs ? 
and canft thou expect to poffefs it? what reafon is 
there for it ? 

y. 24. Wilt not thou poffefs that which Chemojb 
thy god giveth thee to poffe/s, &c.| Chemofh was 
the idol of the Moabites, fee Numb. xxi. 29. which 
has led fome to think, that the prefent king of 
Ammon, was alfo king of Moab, and who infifted 
on that part of the country which formerly be- 
longed to Moab, to be delivered to him, as well as 
that which had belonged to 4mmon. Now fince 
the land, which they now inhabited, as well as 
what they had loft, they had taken away from 
others, Deus. ii. 10, 11, 20, 21. having conquered 
them, and which they afcribed to the help and 
affiftance they had from their idol, and poffefed as 
his gift; Yephthab argues with them ad hominem, 
from the lefs to the greater: /o whomfoever the 
Lord our God fhall drive out from before us, them 
will we poffe/s ; we have furely as good a claim to 
what the Lord our God gives to us in a way of 
conqueft, as you have, or can think you have, to 
what your idol, as you fuppofe, has given you : 
however, what we have got, or get this way, we 
are determined to poffefs, and keep poffeffion of. 

¥.25. And now art thou any thing better than 
Balak the fon of Zippor king of Moab? &c.) This 
argument feems to ftrengthen the conjeéture, that 
this king was king of Moab at this time, and fo 
Balak was one of his predeceffors. Now he is 
afked, whether he thought he was a wifer and 
more knowing prince than he, ‘as to what was his 
right and due; or whether he had a better claim, 
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or any ge apes! one to the jand) in difpute the} this day Letween the children of Irael and the children 
other had .not; or whether he judged he was more} of mmen , not that he expected a decifion of the 
able to regain what belonged to him : did be ever|controverfy between them would be made that pre- 
firive againft Ifrael ? for the land they took awayjcife and exact day ; but that from. henceforward 
from Sihon formerly, in the poffeffion of the Moad-|tlfe Lord would appear, by giving fuccefs to that 
_ ies? did he ever lay any claim to it, or enter into}party which was in the right in this conteft. 

any difpute, or litigate with J/rae/ about it? not at} y.28. Howbeit, the king of the children of Avimon 
all: or did be ever fight againft Ifrael ? that is, On| bearkened not unto the words of Fephthah which he 
that account ; no, he fent for Balaam to curfe I-\fent bim;|) He attended not to the arcuments 
racl, and fought to defend and fecure his own] %epbthab made ufe of, and did not chufe to feem at 

ountry he was in pofleffion of, which he thought} leaft to be convinced by them; nor to regard the 


was in danger by the J/raelites being fo near him ;)awful appeal he had made to the great Febovab. 


but he never made,war with them under any fuch 
pretence, that they had done him any injury by in- 
heriting the land they had taken from Sihon and 
Og kings of the Amorites. 

y.26. While Irael dwelt in Hefhbon and ber 
towns, &c.| This was the principal city, which for- 
merly belonged »to the A@vabites, and was taken 
from them by Sibon; who being conquered by J/- 
racl, it fell into their hands, and they inhabited it, 
and the towns adjacent to it, from that time to the 
prefent; fee Numb. xxi. 25. and in Aroer and ber 
towns ; another city with its villages, taken at the 
fame time, and ever fince inhabited by the J/rael- 
ites, even by the tribe of Gad, who rebuilt it ; it 
lay near the river Aruon; fee Numb. xxxii. 34. 
Deut. iii. 12. and in all the cities that be along by 


¥..29. Then the fpirit of the Lord came upon 
Jephibah, &c.] The fpirit of ftrength, as the 
Yargum; of fortitude of mind, of uncommon 
valour and courage, and of zeal for God and J/- 
racl, and againft their enemies; fuch a fpirit as 
ufed to be given to men, when they were in an ex- 
traordinary manner raifed up by the Lord, to be 
judges, faviours, and deliverers of his people ;. fo 
that as Fepbibab was before chofen by the people 
to be the general, and head of the tribes beyond 
Fordan, he was raifed.up and qualified by the Lord 
now to be the judge of all [/rael; of which the fpi- 
rit of the Lord coming on him was a fufficient proof 
and evidence: and he pajfed over Gilead and Ma- 
naffeb ; the countries that belonged to Reuben, Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manaffeb; however, all that 


the coafts of Arnon ; which lay along by the fide of} part of it which lay from the place where he was, 
that river, which divided Moad from the kingdom)to the land of the children of Ammon: and paffed 
of the Amorites ; thefe Ifrael had dwelt in 300|ever Mizpeh of Gilead; which lay to the north of 
years ; and during this time, neither Balak king of} the land of Gilead, or tribe of Gad: and from Miz- 
Moab, nor any of his fucceflors, had ever difputed} peh of Gilead he paffed over to the children of Ammon ; 
JfraeP’s title to thofe cities, or commenced a war}did not ftay for them, to bring on the war in the 
with them on account of them ; butthey had con-|land of Gz/ead, but prevented it by carrying it into 
tinued in the peaceable enjoyment of them fo long|the land of the children of Ammon. It feems by 


as 300 years; which are thus reckoned in the Fewi/h 
chronology 7; Jefoua governed J/rae] 28 years, 
Othniel 40, Ehud 80, Deborah 40, Gideon 40, 
Abimelech 3, Tola 23, Fair 22, and 18 years L/- 
yael was opprefled by the children of Ammon, which 


this, that though the children of Ammon had en- 
camped in Gilead fome time before, ch. x. 17. yet 
for fome reafon or another they had decamped, and 
had retired into their own country ; but yet threa- 
tening [/rael with a war, and preparing for it. 


with the 6 years of Fepbthab make juft 300; fo] y. 30. dnd Fephthab vowed a vow unto the Lord, 
that, according to this computation, there were 6] &c.] Before he fet out for the land of the children 
years fhort of it ; but being fo near, theround num-|of Ammon, and to fight with them ; hoping that 
ber is given: why therefore did ye not recover them) fuch a religious difpofition of mind would be re- 
within that time ? fignifying they ought to have]garded by the Lord, and be acceptable to him, 
put in their ‘claim fooner, and endeavoured to have} and he fhould be bleffed with fuccefs in his enter- 
recovered them long before this time, if they had| prize: amd faid, if thou fhalt without fail deliver 
any right unto them ; wherefore Yephthab pleads| ibe children of Ammon into mine kands, though he 
prefcription, and which in a courfe of time ought] was affured of the juftnefs of his caufe, and of his 
to take place; or otherwife the world would be|call to engage in it, he feems to have fome little 
full of endlefs contentions and controverfies, and] diffidence in his mind about the fuccefs of it; at 
kingdoms and ftates would never be at peace, nor} leaft, was not fully certain of it. 

each one know and enjoy for certainty its proper| y. 31. Then it foall be, that whatfoever cometh 
domains. forth of the doors of my boufe to meet me, &c.) If 


y. 27. Wherefore I have not finned againft thee, 
&c.] Had donehim noinjury, not wronged him 
of any thing, nor had taken away any part of his 
country from him; this» Zepbthab faid in the name 


this phrafe, to meet me, is meant intentionally, then 
no other than an human creature can be meant ; a 
child, or fervant, or any other of mankind ; for 
none elfe could come forth with a defign to meet 


of all Z/rael, of whom he was governor: dut thou} him: but if this isto be underftood eventually, of 
doeft me wrong to war againft me; meaning that he} what might meet him, though not with defign, 
had no juft caufe to commence a waragainft J/rae/,| then any other creature may be intended ; and it 
but aéted an injurious part; and feeing things] muft be meant what came forth firft, as the Vulgate 
could not be adjufted in an amicable way, but muft| Lain verfion expreffes it, or otherwife many might 
be decided by the fword, he leaves the affair with} come forth at fuch a time: when I return in peace 
the Lord, and appeals tohim : the Lord the judge ;| from the children of Ammon, fafe in his own per- 
the judge of the whole earth, the omnifcient God,} fon, and having conquered the Ammonites, and re- 
that knows all things, the right and wrong of every| ftored peace to [rael: foall furely be the Lord's; 
‘caufe, on which fide truth and juftice lie: be judge| be devoted to him, and made ufe of, or the apr 
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of it, with which it is redeemed, in his fervice :|they were not begotten by him, they were not of ~~ 
and I will offer it for a burnt-offering that is, if it}his body, not his own children ; he had none but — ” 
is what according to the law may be offered up, as|this daughtér, which made the trial the more grie- — 
an ox, fheep, ram, or lamb; fome read the words|vous to him; her name, according to Philo, was 
disjunctively, or Iwill offer it, &c. it hall either be} Seta, . 
devoted to the Lord in the manner that perfons orl y. 35. And it came to pafs when be faw ber, 
things, according to the law, are direéted to be; or|&c.] She being the firft perfon that prefented to 
it fhall be offered up for a burnt-offering, if fit andjhis view, as fhe was at the head of the vitgins with 
proper for the fervice; fo Yo/eph and David Kimchi, |their timbrels and dances: that he rent his clothes 5 
Ben Melech, and Abarbinel, with others, interpretjas was the ufual manner, when any thing calamitous 
it; but fuch a disjunétion is objected to as im-jand diftreffing happened ; fee Gen. xxxvii. 34. Jab 
proper and ridiculous, to diftinguifh two fentences,|i. 20. and faid, alas, my daughter, thou haft brought 
when the one is more general, and the other more|me very low ; damped his {piaits, funk him very 
fpecial. low, fo that he was ready to drop into the earth, - 

¥. 32. So Fephthah paffed over unto the children of|as we fay ; he that was now returning in triumph, 
Ammon, to fight againft them, &c.] Asin y¥. 29. af-jamidft the acclamations of the people, in the 
ter he had made the above vow : and the Lord de-\height of his glory, and extolled to the fkies, and 
livered them into his bands; whenboth armies met|perhaps elated in his own mind; ona fudden, at 
and engaged, victory was on the fide of Fephibah ;|the fight of his daughter, was fo depreffed in his 


the Lord being with him, and giving him fuc- 
cefs, to whom all is juftly afcribed. 

¥. 33. And he fmote them from Aroer, &c.| A 
city which lay near the river Aruon, on the borders 
of Moab, Deut. iii. 12. even till thou come to Min- 
nith ; which feems to have been a place famous for 


fpirits, that he could not bear up ; but was ready 
to fink and die away, all bis honoun being as it 
were laid in the duft, and nothing to him: and 
thou art one of them that trouble me, or among his 
troublers, and the greateft he ever met with; he 
had been in trouble from his brethren, when they 


wheat, Ezek. xxvii. 17. fo David de Pomis * fays it|drove him from his father’s houfe, and he had 
was a place where the beft wheat grew. Yerom|had trouble with the children of Ammon to fubdue 
fays » in. his time was fhewn a village called Man-|them ; but this was the greateft trouble of all, that 
nith, 4 miles from Eflus (or He/bbon) as you go tojhis daughter fhould be the firft that fhould meet 
Philadelphia. Fofephus* calls it Maniathe, and it}him; of whom, according to his vow, he was to 
is thought by fome to be the Anitha of Ptolemy * ,\be deprived ; and fo all his future comforts, hopes, 
which he places in Arabia Petrea: even twenty ci-|and expectations from her gone; and therefore 
ties; which he purfued them through and took :jranks her among, and at the head of his.troublers : 
and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great\for 1 have opened my mouth unto the Lord ; in a vows 
Slaughter ; or, Abel Ceramim. Ferom fays* in his|not only had purpofed it in his heart, but had ex- 
time was feen a village called Adela, planted with|prefled it with his lips: and I cannot go back; or 
vineyards, 7 miles from Philadelphia: thus the|retract it ; looking upon himfelf under an indif- 
children of Ammon were fubdued before the children of \penfible obligation to perform it; of which, be it 
J/rael; fo that they were not able to opprefs them{as it may, he feems to have had miftaken notions 
any more. and apprehenfions ; for if ‘his vow was to fa- 
¥. 34. And Fephthab came to Mizpeh unto bis\crifice her, as fome think, he was not obliged to do 
houfe, &c.| Where he had uttered his words beforejit, fince it was contrary to the law of God, and 
the Lord, which had paffed between him and thejabominable in his fight ; and befides, what was 
elders of Gilead, and from whence he fet out to}vowed to be the Lord’s, or devoted to him, might 
fight the children of Ammon, and whither he re-|be redeemed according to the law, a female for 30 
turned after he had got the victory over them, y./pieces of filver, Lev. xxvii. 2, 3, 4. and if the 
11, 29. and where it feems he had a houfe, and his}vow was to feparate his daughter from the com- 
family dwelt; for upon his being fetched from the|}pany of men, and oblige her never to marry, fuch 
land of Ios, he brought what family he had with|a power as this parents had not allowed them over 
him, and fettled them at Mizpeh, whilft he went|their children, according to the laws of God or of 
on the expedition againft the children of Ammon:|men, in the Fewifh nation ; and therefore, be it 


and behold, his daughter came out to meet him, with 
timbrels, and with dances ; accompanied with young 
women, having timbrels in their hands, and play- 
ing upon them, and dancing as they came along ; 
exprefling their joy at, and congratulating him 
upon: the victory he had obtained over the children 
of Ammon: and fhe was his only child ; and fo dear 
unto him, and upon whom all his hopes and ex- 
pectations of a pofterity from him depended: de- 


which it will, what he had to do was to repent of 
this rafh vow, and humble himfelf before God for 
making it, and not add fin to fin by perform- 
ing it. | 

¥. 36. And foe faid unto him, my. father, if thou 
haft opened thy mouth unto the lod, &c.] The con- 
ditional word if may be left out, as it is not in the 
original text, for her father had told her, that he 
had opened his mouth, or made a vow to the 


Sides her he had neither fon nor daughter ; fomeread| Lord, and had wo doubt explained it to her what 
it, of her 5; that is, fhe had neither fon nor daugh-|it was, though it is not exprefled ; fhe knew it re- 
ter; and fo by this vow, be it underftood in which] {pected her, as it had iffted, and was concerning 
way it may be, if fulfilled, fhe mutt die without|her, as appears by her after requeft: do fo me ac- 
any iffue ; though the phrafe in the Hebrew text| cording to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth ; 
is, of himfelf®; he had noné, though his wife|which is a remarkable inftance of filial fubjeétion 
whom he married might have fons and daughters by}and obedience to a parent, and which perhaps was 
an hufband fhe had before him, and fo thefe were] {trengthened by a like miftaken notion, as that of her 
brought up in Fepbthabh’s houfe as his children ; yet| father concerning the vow, that it could not pon 
Pee 
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“penfed with ; and therefore was moved under a 
fenfe of religion, as well as filial duty, to exprefs 
herfelf in this manner, as well as by what follows : 
fovafinuch as the Lord bath taken vengeance for thee 
of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon ; 
fuch was her public fpirit,. and the grateful fenfe 
fhe had of the divine goodnefs, in giving victory 
over J/rael’s enemies, and delivering them from 
them, with vengeance on them, fhe cared not 
what was done to her ; yea, defired that what was 
vowed might be performed. . : . 
y. 37. And foe faid unto her father, let this thing 
be done for me, &c.) She had but one favour to afk 
of him, which fhe thought might be granted, with- 
outany breach of the vow : /et me alone two mouths , 
fhe defired fuch a fpace of time might be allowed 
her before the vow took place; and the rather fhe 
might be encouraged to expect that her requeft 
would be granted, fince no time’ was fixed by the 
vow for the accomplifhment of it, and fince the 
time fhe afked was not very long, and the end to 
be anfwered not unreafonable : that I may go up 
and down upon the mountains ; or, defcend upon the 
mountains *; ‘fephthak’s houfe in Mizpeb being 
higher than the mountains ; or there might be, as 
Kimchi and Ben Melech note, ‘a valley between that 
and the mountains, to which fhe defcended in order 
to go up to the mountains; fee Fo/d. ix. 24. thefe 
fhe chofeto make her abode, and take her walks in, 
during thetime fhe afked, as being moft fit for re- 
tirement and folitude; where fhe might give up 
herfelf to meditation and prayer, and converfation 
with her fellow-virgins fhe would take with her, 
and fo be wrought upto a greater degree of refig- 
nation and fubmiffion to her father’s will, and to 
the will of God in it, as fhe might fuppofe : and 
bewail my virginity, 1 and my fellows , the virgins 
her companions ;_ this fhe propofed to be the fub- 
ject that fhe and her affociates would dwell upon, 
during this time of folitude; and the rather, as 
this may be thought to be the thing contained in 
the vow, that as fhe was a virgin, fo fhe fhould 
continue ; by which means fhe would not be the 
happy inftrument of increafing the number of the 
children of J/rael, nor of being the progenitrix of 
the Meffiab ; upon which accounts it was reckoned 
in thofe times to be very grievous and reproachful, 
to live and die without iflue, and fo matter of la- 
mentation and weeping. 
y¥. 38. And be faid, go, &c.] He granted her re- 
queft at once: and he fent her away for two months ; 
as fhe defired: and fhe went with her companions, 
and bewailed ber virginity upon the mountains ; for 
the fpace of two months: the Yevw7/b commenta- 
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queft fhe made. was not a pretence to make her 
elcape out of his hands; but having done what fhe 
propofed to do, and the time fixed for it being 
come, fhe returned to her father’s houfe, and de- 
livered up herfelf to him ; who did with ber accord- 
ing 40 bis vow which he had vowed , but what he 
did is a queftion, and which is not eafily refolved s 
fome think he really facrificed her, through a mif- 
taken fenfe of Lev, xxvii. 29. and which and his 
action are accounted for through his living a mi- 
litary life, and ina diftant part of the country, and 
at a time when idolatry had greatly prevailed in J/- 
rael, and to fuch a degree as it had not before, 
and no doubt that branch of it, facrificing chil- 
dren to Moloch ; and Fephthah might think that 
though that was finful, yet fuch a facrifice might 
be acceptable to the Lord; and efpecially fince hts 
vow, as he thought, bound him to it; and how 
far the inftance of Abrabam offering up his fon 
T/aac, might encourage him to it, cannot be faid : 
of this mind were Fo/epbus *, Jonathan Ben Uz-' 
ziab the Targumift, and fome other Fewi/fb writers '; 
and many of the ancient Chri/tian fathers, and many 
modern authors of every name among Chriffians 3 
and it has been thought that the ftory of Iphigenia, 
who Capellus ™ thinks is the fame with Fepthigenia, 
that is, the daughter of Fephthah, and was flain 
by her father Agamemnon, having feveral circum- 
{tances in it fimilar to this, is taken from hence : 
and there is much fuch a cafe as this related * of 
Idomeneus, a king of the Cretians, who upon his 
return after the deftruétion of Zroy, being in a tem- 
peft, vowed, fhould he be faved, that he would {a- 
crifice the firft he met with to the gods ; andas it 
was his fon he firft met with, he facrificed him ; or 
as others fay, would have done it, but was pre- 
vented by the citizens, and who on this account 
drove him from his kingdom. But others are of 
opinion, that what Fephthah did according to his 
vow was, that he fhut up his daughter, and fepa- 
rated her from the company of men, and obliged 
her to live unmarried all her days, and therefore 
fhe is faid to bewail her virginity. Kimchi and 
Ben Melech fay, he built a houfe for her without 
the city, where fhe dwelt alone, and knew no 
man ; and where her father fupported her, and 
obliged her to live all her days; and Abarbdinel 
thinks, that the Romanifts from hence learnt to 
build their cloyfters to put their nuns in; and fo 
Ben Gerfom interprets this vow of her being fepa- 
rated from men, and devoted to the fervice of 
God ; and which is the fenfe of many Chriftian 
interpreters. Now though Fephthab had no fuch 
power over his daughter, as to oblige her to per- 


tors make mention of an allegorical expofition of|petual virginity, nor did his vow bind him to it ; 


a writer ‘ of theirs, who by mountains underftands 
the fanhedrim, to whom fhe propofed to go, who 
perhaps might find a way for the loofing of 
the vow; but it is a queftion whether there was 
fuch a court then in J/rael, and had there been 
one, and either fhe or her father had applied to it, 
in this cafe the priefts would have pointed out what 
was to be done, and efpecially if the vow had any 
regard to the facrifice of his daughter ; and even to 
her virginity, which he had no power to oblige her 
to; but’the literal jenfe is no doubt to be fol 
lowed. ; 

y. 39. And it came to pafs, at the end of two 
months foe returned to ber father, &c.| For the re- 


for perfons devoted to the Lord were not obliged to 
abftain from marriage, nor have we any initances 
of a monaftic life in thofe times, nor among the 
jews at any time; yet. as he did fomething not 
right, which he thought his vow obliged him to, 
one would be rather tempted to think, in charity to 
him, that of the two evils he did the leaft ; for if fhe 
was put to death, it muft be done cither by the magi- 
ftrates, or by the priefts, or by Fephthab himfelf ; nei- 
ther of whichis probable: and /he knew no man, never 
married, but lived and died a virgin: and it was 
a cuftom in Ifrael, the Targum adds, ‘* that aman 
might not offer his fon or his daughter fora burnt- 
offering, as Yephthab the Gileadite did, and did not 
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confult Phinebas the prieft; for had he confulted 
Phinebas the prieft, he would have redeemed her 
with a price ;” fo archi, according to Lev. 
Xxvii. 4. but each ftood upon their honour, as 
the Fews fay ° ; Fephthab being aking would not 
go to Phinehas, and Phinebas being an high-prieft, 
and the fon of an high-prieft, would not go toa 
plebeian ; and fo, between them both, the maiden 
was loft; but the cuftom refers to what follows. 

_ ¥.40. That the daughters of Ifrael went yearly to 
lament the daughter of Feprthab the Gileadite, 8c. | 
Either the death of her, as fome, or her virginity, 
as others ; though the word? ufed may fignify to 
talk and difcourfe with her, to hold aconfabulation 
with her, and comfort her, as Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech interpret it ; to bring her fome news, and tell 
her fome diverting ftories, to chear and recreate 
her in her folitude. De Dieu obferves, that the 
word fignifies in the Aradic language to praife, or 
fpeak in commendation of a perfon or thing; and 
indeed in this fenfe it feems to be ufed in this book, 


CHA 


PPAHIS chapter relates a quarrel between Feph- 

thab and the Epbraimites, which was fatal to 
the latter, ¥. r—6. the time of Fephrhab judging 
Tfrael, his death and burial, ¥. 7. and it briefly makes 
mention of three more judges of J/rael, lbzan. 
Elon, and Abdon, ¥. 8—15. 


y¥. 1. And the men of Ephraim gathered themfelves 
together, &c.| Or cried‘, got together bya cry or 
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ch. v. 11. they fhall rebearfe, that is, with praife ” 
and thankfgiving, the righteous alts of the Lord ; 

and fo the daughters of J/rael went every year to the 
place where the daughter of Yephthab was, to {peak 
in the praifeé of her, of her heroifm,’ in fo chear- 
fully {ubmitting to her father’s vow, “ad expref- 
fing fuch gratitude and joy at the fame time for 
victory over the enemies of J/rael; and this they 
did in her prefence, and while the lived, to keep up 
her fpirits ; or it may be, in fome public place, and 
even after her death, in memory of her, and toce- 

Jebrate her praife. Epiphanius fays 1 , that in his 

time at Sebafte, formerly called Samaria, they dei- 

fied the daughter of Yephthab, and kept a feaft for 

her every year. ‘Fhe meeting of the daughters of 
Tfrael, {o long as the cuftom lafted, which perhaps 

was only during the life of Yephthab’s daughter, 

was four days in ayear, but whether they were four 

days running, or once in a quarter of a year, is not 

certain ; the latter feems moft probable. 


; 
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the cafe of his only child; threaten him in this bru- 
tifh manner. 
¥. 2. And Fephthah faid unto them, I and my peo- 
ple were at a great firife with the children of Ammon, 
&c.] As to the caufe of the war, or the reafon of 
his going over to fight the children of Ammon, it 
was a ftrifé or contention between the Gileadites 
and them, concerning their country; which the 
children of Ammon claimed as theirs, and the Gz- 


proclamation made: in the Hebrew text itis, @|/eadites infifted on it they had a juft right to it ; by 
man of Ephraim; not a fingle man, but a body of|which it appeared, that this was not a perfonal con- 


men, who met together and joined as one man. 
is highly probable, that there-were no lefs than 
50,000 of them ; for 42,000 of them were flain, 
¥. 6. and went northward; or, went over north 
ward *; that is, over the river Fordan, which lay 
between Gilead and Ephraim ; and when they had 
croffed the river, they turned northward ; for Miz- 
peb, where Fephthab lived, \was in the north of the 


It]tention between Fephthab andthem ; and therefore 


the Ephraimites had no reafon to fall fo furioufly 
upon him particularly ; and it was a contention 
which chiefly concerned the two tribes and a half, 
and not the reft; and fo could not be blamed for 
defending themfelves alone if they could, without 
interefting others in the quarrel : but this is not all 
he has to fay, headds, and when I called you, ye de- 


land, near Hermon and Lebanon, Fob. xi. 3. and\livered me not out of their hands; it feems he had 
faid unto Fephthab, wherefore paffedft thou over to|called them to affift in driving the enemy out of 
Jight againft the children of Ammon? not over For |their coafts when there, and they refufed to help 
dan, but over that part of the land of J/rae/ from}him; though it is not elfewhere faid, and it is 
the plain where Fephéhab dwelt, to the country of|not denied by them, fo that it was falfe what they 
the children of Ammon : and didft not call us to go\alledged ; or however, fince they declined giving 
with thee ? they quarrel with him juft in the fame} him any affiftance, when the children of Ammon 
manner as they did with Gideon : thefe Epbraimites| were in his country, he could not expect they would 
were a proud and turbulent people, and efpecially|join him in an expedition into theirs. 
were very jealous of the tribe of Manaffeh, of| Y. 3. And when I faw that ye delivered me not, 
which both Gideon and Fephthab were ; the one of|&c.] Gave him no affiftance againft their common 
the half-tribe on this fide Yordan, and the other ofjenemy, did not attempt to fave him and his peo- 
the half that was on the other fide; and they were|ple out of their hands, but left them to defend 
jealous of both, left any honour and glory fhould ac-|themfelves: / put my life in my bands , ready to de- 
crue thereunto, and they fhould get any fuperiority in}liver it up in the defence of his country ; the 
any refpect over them, fince Faced their father had|meaning is, that he expofed himfelf to the utmoft 
given the preference to Ephraim, and this feems|danger, hazarded his life in going with a few 
tolieat the bottom of all their proceedings : we|troops into an enemy’s country to fight him, and 
will burn thine houfe upon thee with fire; that is,|fo liable to lofe his life ; which was in as much 
burn him and his houfe, burn his houfe and him in|danger, as fome obferve, as any brittle thing con- 
it ;-which fhews that they were in great wrath and/tained in the hand is in danger of falling, or of be- 
fury, and argued not only the height of pride andJing fhatched out of it: and paffed over againjt thé 
envy, but wretched ingratitude, and acruel dilpo-| children of Ammon; took a long and fatiguing 
fition ; who, inftead of congratulating him as J/-|march over the land of Gilead into that of the 
rael’s deliverer, and condoling him with refpeét to|children of Ammon, to fight with them: andthe 
Lord 
° Berefhit Rabba & Vajikra, ut fupra ; Midrath Kohelet, fol. 81. 3. P mam) ad alloquendam, Pagni 
nus, Montanus ; ut differerent, ‘Tigurire verfion ; ut colloquerentur, Vatablus ; ad confabulandum, Junius & Tremellius, Pife 
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Lord delivered them into my band, gave him vic-\a8 Feroboam, 1 Kings xi. 26. if be fai 5 iy 
tory over or. iets fhewed a his eo ae was not an Ebkealithl roi Oo gear 
juft, and his call to engage in itclear : wherefore| y. 6. Then faid they unto bin, fay now Shibbo- 
then areye come up unto me this day to fight againft\leth, 8c.) Wish agioes a ties or grat 
me 2 who rather fhould have come with thanks to|water, at which they now were ; and fo it was as 
' him for the fervice he had done, not only for the|if they had bid them fay, ‘* may I, or let me; pafs 
Gileadites, but for all J/rael ; for had he not fought jover the ftream of this river ;” fo archi ; eid this 
againft the children of Ammon, and conquered} being the café, though it was done to try them, and 
them, they would have foon not only over-run and}by their pronunciation learn whether they were 
opprefied Gilead, but would have come over For-|Ephraimites or no, they were not upon their gtiard, 
dan, and difpofieffed the other tribes, and particu- but in an hurry, and at once exprefied the word 
larly Ephraim, as they had done already, ch. x. g.}asthey comrhonly did: and be faid, fibboleth, pro- 
fo that it was bafe ingratitude in thefe people to}nouncing the letter /hin as if it was fin, or a fa- 
come to fight againft Yepbrhab, who had fought|mech ; juft as the French, as Kimchi ob{erves, pro- 
for them, and wrought falvation for them. nounce/like a¢; and though the Gileadites and 

y. 4. Then Fephthab gathered together all the|Ephraimites were of the fame nation of Irael, and 
men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim, &c.] The fpoke the fame language, yet their pronunciation 
Epbraimites not being pacified with the account differed, as did that of the Galilean ‘fews from 
Fephthah gave of the war between him and thejothers in the times of Chrift; Matt. xxvi. 73. and 
Children of Ammon, but continuing in their tumul- fo in all nations, among the Greeks, Romans; and 
tuous outrage ; he, beinga man of fpirit and cou-|among ourfelves, people in different counties pro- 
rage, got as many of the -Gileadites together as he|nounce in a different manner ; which Kimchi thinks 
could, and gave them battle: and the men of Gilead|was in the Epbraimites owing to the air or climate, 
Jmote Ephraim, had the advantage of them, wor-|as the French, hé oblerves, pronounce / as a #5 
fted them, killed many of them, and put the reft}with a foft and gentle found : for be could not framé 
to flight: decaufe they faid, ye Gileadites are fugi-\t0 pronounce it right ; ot thus‘ , as he was bid to 
tives of Ephraim among the Epbraimites, and among do; being ufed to pronounce otherwife, he could 
the Manaffites,; what provoked them to fall upon |not frame the organs of fpéech; of fo difpofe and 
them with the greater fury, and ufe them the more|order them as to fay /bibboleth ; or he did not frame, 
feverely when they had the better of them, wasjorder, and difpofe»; he was not careful to do it, 
their reproachful language to them ; infulting the|though with fome care he could, being not aware of 
Gileadite$, who perhaps were chiefly, if not all, of the defign of the Gileadites in it : then they took bint 
the half tribe of Manaffeh beyond ‘fordan, of which and flew him at the paffages of Fordan , every one as 
*ephthab was, that they were the fcum of the houfe|they came thither, who could not fay foibdoleth ; 
of “Fofeph, that they had -run.away from their bre-|thefe they fuffered not to pafs over, but flew them :- 
thren, and dwelt in a corner of the land by them-|and there fell at that time of the Epbraimites 42,000: 
felves; and were of no account at all among/not at the paflages of Fordan only ; but what fell 
Ephraim and Manaffeb, and difclaimed by them|there, with thofe at the battle, and in the purfuit, 
both, and not efteemed_by either. The Targum {amounted to this number ; fo that the Ephraimites 
is, “ the fugitives of Ephraim faid, what are ye|paid dear for their pride and infolence. 
Gileadites accounted of among the Epbhraimites,| Y.°7. And Fepbthab judged Ifrael fix years, 8c.} 
and among the Manajfites ?” on which Kimchi re-| After the affair of the Ephraimites, he was acknow- 
marks, thatthofe Ephraimites that came in this tu- ledged by all J/rael as their judge and fupreme go- 
multuous manner, and infulted ‘ephthab, were ajvernor, but did not live long ; being perhaps de- 
moft abjeét company of men, the refufe of the|preffed and worn away with grief, on account of his 
tribe of Ephraim, fhepherds who through necef-jdaughter, and other troubles that attended him : 
fity were obliged to come over Jordan with their|then died Fepbthah the Gileadite, and was buried in 
flocks and herds for pafture : but the words may| one of the cities of Gilead; it is not faid in what city 
be rendered, for they faid, fugitives of Epbraim.are|he was buried, but very probably it was in his own 
ye, even the Gileadites, who were, or being Je-|city Mizpeh, where he dwelt. Fofephus™ fays it 
tween the Epbraimites and the Manaffites ; that is,|was in his owncountry Sebee a city of Gilead. 
the Gileadites called the Epbraimites fo, when they} ¥- 8. And after him Ibzan of Bethlebem judged If- 
fled before them, and when they got at the fords of rael;|] There were two Bethlebems, one in the tribe 
ordan, which lay between Epbraim and the halflof Zebulun, Foo. xix. 15. of which fome think 
tribe of Manajeb on the other fide Yardan, and|this man was ;_and another in the tribe of Fudab, 
they are in the next verfe exprefsly fo called. {the city of Jefe and David, and of the Meffiah ; 

5. And the Gileadites took the paffages of ‘For-\and ‘Fofepbus fays* , Ibzan was of the tribe of Fu 

dan before the Ephraimites, &c.] Being either fwifter|dab, of the city of Bethlehem ; and becaufe Boaz 
of foot, or going a nearer and fhorter way, being|was of the fame place, and lived inthe times of the 
‘better acquainted with their own country : and it\judges, the Fewifo Rabbins’ are of opinion, that 
was fo, that when thofe Epbraimites which qwere|he is the fame with Jbzan; fo Farchi and Ben Ger- 
efcaped faid, let me go overs the fugitives of |/om. 
Ephraim, as before called, who ran away fromthe] y. 9- nd be bad 30 fons and 30 daughters, 
battle, made their efcape, and the beft of their way |&c.] Which was a very uncommon cafe, for a man 
to the paflages of Fordan, to get over there to|to have fo many children, and thofe as to their fex 
their own country : shat the men of Gilead faid unto|to be equal. Between the former judge and him 
him , to every one of them, as they came up, art|there was a great difference, in refpect of this cir- 
thou an Epbraimite? or an Ephrathite , for fo it}cumftance of children; he had but one daughter, 


feems thole of the tribe of Epbraim were called,!an only child; and fhe, by reafonof his vow, not 
vm fuffered 
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fuffered to miarty. Such a difference does God, in. ried in Aijalom in the’ country of Zebalon , which is — 
his all-wife providence, make even among: good !added tondiftinguifh it: from another Aijalon in the 
-men ; noris thisany certain characteriftic of a good tribe of Dan, chi ing5e: 05 6 Bin; 
man. Danaus had 50 daughters, and his. brother} ¥.13. And after him Addon the fon of Hillel’, ¢ 
Egyptus 50 fons; who were married to each other ;|Pirathonite, judged Ifracl,\. So called.from Pira- — 
thon, where he was born, -and which was in the 


and the hufbands were all flain by their wives but 
one, on the wedding night, and fo far from being|tribe of Ephraim, as appeatsfromy.415- 
happy in them: but it was otherwife with this]. ¥..14., And be had 4oJons, and 30 nephews, &c.] 
judge, when be fent abroad, and took in thirty daugh-|Or fons fons, that is, grandfons; fo that he lived 
ters from abroad for bis fons ; his daughters he fent|not only to fee~his. fons. married, but his grand- 
abroad, or married them, to perfons not of another {children grown up to men’s eftate ; fince it follows, 
nation, nor of another tribe, but of another family |¢hat rode on 70 a/s-colts ; who were either employ- 
of the fame tribe, and thefe he difmiffed from him |ed by him to ride about on thefe animals, which ia 
-to live with their hufbands ; and he took in daugh-|thofe times were reckoned honourable; fee ch. v. 
ters of families in the fame tribe to be wives to his|10. to adminifter -juftice throughout the nation in 
fons, and who feem to have dwelt together ; it be-;theii circuits; or rather, not following any trade, 
ing the cuftom then for fons, though married, edloy being concerned in hufbandry, or feeding cattle, 
abide with their father, and their wives with them; |but being men of eftates, rode about like gentle- 
as Abarbinel {ays is the cuftom at Zenobia unto fia chert :; and he judged Ifrael 8 years; in his time it 
day : and he judged Ifrael feven years, and in his is faid ° the city of Trey was deftroyed ; fo Euje- 
days the wars of Troy are faid * to begin ; but they |divs* , who calls,this judge Labdon, though he 
began in the times of Jephtbab his predecefior, |elfewhere * places it in the times of 4%; fee on 
and ended in his *. ¥. 9. . + Pg 

y¥.10, Then died Ibzan, and was buried in Beth-\ ¥.15. And Abdon the fon of Hillell the Piratho- 
lehem 3] He died at the end of his feven years go-|nite died, &cc.] At the end of his 8 years govern- 
vernment, and was buried inhis native place 5 no-|ment: and was buried at. Pirathon, im the land of 
thing memorable having happened during his being| Ephraim, in the mount of the Amalekites; in the 
judge; this is-all that is recorded of him. place where he was born, and from. whence he had 

y. 11. And after, bim Elon a Zebulanite judged|the name of a Pirathonite; and this was in the 
Ifrael, &c.) One of the tribe of Zebulon : and hejtribe of Ephraim, and the particular {pot was mount 
judged Ifrael ten years; adminiftered juftice to] Amalek ; fo called either from the name of the per- 
them, preferved them in the true religion, and|fen to whom it belonged, or becaufe the Amalekites 
from idolatry; though it does:not appear that any|formerly dwelt in it ; or rather, becaufé of fome 
enemies arofe inhis time againft them, from whom |remarkable advantage got over them at this place ; 
he delivered them. here, Yo/epbus fays*,. this judge hada magnificent 

y. 12. And Elon the Zebulonite died, &c.]\ At \funeral, ; 
the end of his ten years government: and was bu- se 


CH'A P. XIII. 


FF HIS chapter relates the birth of Sam/on, an-{gin to deliver J/rael out of their hands; fo that 
of other of the judges of J/rael, which was|the oppreffion lafted 40,years, According to others, 
foretold by an angel to his mother, who told her} it began at the fame time as the oppreffion of 
hufband of it, ¥.1—7. upon whofe intreaty the| the mmonites did, though it laftédlonger, ch. - 
angel appeared again, and related the fame to them|x. 7. . . ae? 
both, y¥. 8—14. and who was very refpectfully|] y¥.2. And there was a certain man of Zorab, of 


treated by the man, and by the wonderful things| the family of the Danites, &c.] Of the tribe of Dan, 
he did was known by him ‘to be an angel of the 


Lord, which greatly furprized him, ¥. 15—23. 
and the chapter.is clofed with an account of ;the 
birth of Samfon, and of his being early endowed} man was not a mean man, but of rank and figiire, 
with the fpirit of God, ¥. 24, .25.. a principal man in the country, according to Fo- 


_ 21. And the children of Ifrael did evil in the fight\beian: whofe name was Manoah , which 
ofthe Lord, 8c:}, Committed idolatry, which was|re, and has much the fame fignification'as WVoab’; 
the evil they were prone unto, and were frequently;and by this name ,he ,was well. Know in thofe 
guilty of : and the Lord delivered them into tbe hands|times, and among his people : and “b is A 
of the Philiftines,40 years; which according to Fo-|barren, and bare not ; had no child, as the Targum’; 
Jepbus§ are to be reckoned from-the death of the|and it is obferved by many, that feveral eminent — 
laft judge, and the time of Sam/on’s birth; or ra-|perfons were born of women that h ‘been barren, 
ther from fome time after the death of Fephthah,| as Ifaac, Facob, Samuel, and Fobn the Baptif } and 
particularly taking in the. two laft years of Jozan,\it is remarkable, that the ftrongeft man't at ever 
when the, £pbraimites having been weakened thro’| was, was-born of fuch a woman, 4s the following 
the flaughter, of them by Yephtbab, might encou-|account relates. The name of this woman, the 
rage the Philifines to break in upon them ; from|mother of Sam/on, is faid' to be Zalalpouith , fee 
which time. to -the birth of Sam/on ‘were 20 years,|1 Chron. iv. 3. ae 
and 20,more may be allowed beforehe could be-| _y. 3.. Aud the angel of the Lord appeared unto the — 
; 2 ~ SNS ES OO EER , 
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woman, &c.] According to Fofepbus *, it was: in’ajothers, wrought falvatién© for his people's ee Vy. 


plain without the city and that he:appeared in the ||xiii. 
form of a man is certain from y¥. 6, &c. but was} 


not a mere man, a prophet of the Lord, 
’ created angel, but the uncreated one, 
the covenant, the Son and Word of God, who of- 
ten appeared in an human form ; fince his name is 
{aid to be wonderful, and he to do wonderful things, 
and is called Fehovab, ¥. 18, 23. and faid unto 
her, bebold, now thou art barren, and beareft not ; 
barren at that time, and fo the had been ever fince 
fhe was married to that time; and this is obferved, 
that it might appear the more wonderful that fhe 
fhould after this have a child : but thou fralt conceive, 
and bear a fon; which to do, muft be afcribed to 
-divine power, that one in her circumftances fhould 
bear a fon ; -as_ the prediction of it was owing to 
-divine onnnifcience, and a proof of it. 

¥. 4. Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink 
not wine nor firong drink, &c.] Any liquor inebria- 


nor a|&c.] To whom it would be joyful 
the angel of}toher : /aying, 


4) . 

¥..6. Then the woman caine aid told ber bh/band, 
news, as it was 
4 tan of God came unto me? hé ap- 
peared in an human form, and therefore fhe calls 
hith a man ;_ and by his mien and deportmerit, and 
the meffage he'browght, flie concluded he wa? a 
man of God; that is, a prophet; by which ‘naime 
fuch perfons went in thofe days 3, and fo thé Targum 
calls him a prophet of the Lord’ but it isa mere 
conceit of Ben. Gerfom that it was Phinébas, who 
in all probability was not living ; befides what js 
after related fhews, that this was a divine perfon, 
and no other than'the Son of’ God : and his coun- 
tenance was like the countenance of an angel of God, 
very terrible; for though fhe might never \have 
feen an angel, yet it being a common notion:that 
angels were very illuftrious, of a beautiful forin 
and of a fhining countenance, and very majefti¢, 


ting and intoxicating, neither new wine nor old|the compares the man fhe faw to one; for by being: 
wine, as the Targum, and fo Farchi ;.the reafon of|very terrible, is not’meant that he was frightful, 
this appears: in the next verfe, becaufe the child the and {truck her with horror, but venerable and’ma- 
fhould conceive-and bear was to be a Nazarite, and jeftic, which filled her with admiration: Sze °L 


to be one from, his mother’s womb’; and from all 


fuch liquors, Nazarites, according to the law, were! 


afked him not whence he was, neither told be me his 
name this fhe added to prevent Her hifband’s én- 


to abftain, Numb. vi. 3. and eat not any unclean |quiting about his name and place of abode ; and 


thing , meaning not fo much fuch fort of food as was|perhaps as fhe came along, 


forbidden, by the law ‘to\be eaten, which every J/- 
raelite was.to abftain from, but fuch’ as were pecu- 
liarly forbidden to Nazarites; as moift and dried 
grapes, or any thing made of the ‘vine-tree from 
the kernel to the hufk,» Namd..vi. -3, 4.) The rea- 
fon of this is,» becaufe the child in the womb is 
nourifhed with the fame the mother jis ;- and as this 
child .was.to be a. Nazariie from the womb, } and 
even in. it, his, mother was to abftain-both from 
eatables and drinkables forbidden a Nazarite by 
the law. . 

¥. 5. For: lo, thou foalt. conceive and-bear’ a fon, 
&c.]. Which is not only repeated for the confir- 
mation of it, but that fhe, might take notice that 
he was to be a. Nazarite, and therefore mutt con- 
form to every thing agreeable to the law of the 
Nezarites, and take care that it was obferved in 
him : aud no razor fhall come on bis head ; to cut 
of the hair of it, not from the time of: his birth to 
his death 5 for he was to be a perpetual Nazarite : 
other Nazari/es during the time of their Nazarite- 
Soip were not to fuffer|a razor to come upon them, 
but afterwards might 5. but for fuch an‘one as Sam- 
fon, it was not lawful. ever to fuffer his: hair to be 
cut off 3 fee Numb. vi. 5. for the child fball be a 
Nazariteunto God fromthé womb; in-which he was 


a type of Chrif,- who was fanctified by the Lord, 


feparated from finners, and called a Nazarene; was 


man, and this. birth foretold by an angel as this : and 
he all begin to deliver Ifrael out of the. hand of the 
Philiftines 5 for the falvation he wrought for J/rae/ 
“was not.compleat and) perfect ;.it was only begun 
by him, .and carried on:ia the times of Eli, Samuel, 
and Seul, and perfected by David. _ In this his an- 
titype.exceeds him, who is the author of the com- 
pleat\falvation of his people, out of the hands of 
all their.enemies, fin, fatan, and the world; tho’ 
in this there is.a great refemblance between Sam/on 
and our- Lord Fe/us, in, that what he did: he did 
himfelf alone; not atthe head of an,army, and 
with forces under him, .as other judges); fo Chrif 
with his. own arm, and.of bimielf,, and without 


. 
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| pened: but a little before his death, ‘he died 
born. of. a: virgin; as, Samfon was of a barren wo-| 


the reflected on herfelf, 
that’ fhe did not afk: thofe queftions ;_ which might 
be owing to the furprize fhe was in,: partly at’ the 
awful and venerable appearance of the perfon,'and 
partly. at the joyful’ news he brought her ; ‘though 
it feems as if fhe did afk his namie, but he did not 
tell sher what it was. Cus tail 
W. 7. But be faid unto me, bebold, thou fhalt con- 
ceive and bear afon, &c.]} She fays nothing of her 
barrennefs, which the angel took notice of ‘to “her, 
that having been to her reproach: and now drink 
no wine nor firong drink’; neither new wine nor old 
wine ; fo the Zurgumas before : neither eat any un- 
clean thing; which was fo ina cerémonial fenf ; 
otherwife every creature of God is good, and nét 
to be called commion’or unclean ; it hete refpects 
what was forbidden Nazarites'to eat ; fee v. 4. 
for the child foall-bea Nazarite to God from the 
womb it is here added what is not before expréf- 
fed, unto bis death , for he was to be a pefpetual 
Nazarite ; fome were only Nazarites for a time, 
for fo many days or months, according té their 
vow ; but this fon was to be a Noezarite all ‘his 
days, by the appointment of God’; nor is it any 
objection to what is here faid, ‘that his hair was 
cut off ‘before: his-death, which caufed his Naza- 
ritebip to ceafe 5 fince thefe words are not a*pro= 
phecy, but a precept; and befides, that affair hap~ 
quickly 

afterwards, * 
We08. Then Manoah intreated the Lord, &c.} Fo- 
Jepbus' makes the woman to intreat the Lord; but 
the text is clear forit that it was Manoah that’ pray- 
ed: and faid, O my Lord, let the man of God which 
thou didft fend unto us; he believed that the man 
that came to his ‘wife was a man of God, and that 
he was of hisfending ; nor was he incredulous of 
the meflage» he brouglit, as ‘appears by what fol- 
lows: and teach us what we foail do unto the child 
that (hall be born; he believed there would be a 
childborn, and he knew what was to be done 
to a WNazarite in common, accofding to the law of 
God: refpecting fuch, and the angel had mention? 
ed fomewhat to the woman ; yet this being an éx- 
traordinary 
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traordinary cafe, a Nazamité from his birth to ‘his 'tefpect to him, of what more was to be done to 
death, he was defirous of knowing what was fur- him than to another: the words may be rendered, — 
ther to be done; or if there was any thing more as in the margin of our bibles, what fhall be the 
fpecial and particular to be obferved concerning judgment of the child, and bis work , and feems to 
him; which fhewed his readinefs and chearfulnefs | relate not to what fhould be done to it, but what 
to obey the will of God in all things. that fhould do ; for being an extraordinary Na- 

y¥. 9. And God bearkened unto the voice of Ma-\zarite, he fuppofed that fome extraordinary work 
noab, &c.| Heard his prayer, and anfwered it :| would be done by him, and he was curious to 
and the angel of God came again unto the woman as\know it; and fo Avarbinel interprets it of his re- 
foe fat in the field s who very likely returned to the} queft to know things future and wonderful, that 
fame place where fle was before, in hope her huf-|fhould be done after the child was grown up ; but 
band’s prayers would be heard, and the manjthis the angel chofe not to inform him of, fince it 
return and come to her where he had before met|might have been prejudicial to them, fhould the 
her; as well as fhe might be here retired for medi-| Philiftines get knowledge that this child would be a 
tation and prayer; unlefs it can be fuppofed that}judge, and faviour of J/rae/, and do fuch and fuch 
fhe had bufinefs here to do, as keeping a flock of|things to them as he did, they would have fought 
fheep, which women, and thofe great perfonages|to have flain his wife whilft fhe bare him, or the 
too, were wont to do in thofe times and countries, |child when born; and it may be obferved, that 
as Rebekah the fifter of Laban, and the daughters|though the angel. told the woman at firft, that he 
of Fethro, prince of Midian: but Manoah ber\fhould begin to deliver Ifrael out of the band of the 
byfband was not with her; the angel appeared to|Pbiliftines, ¥. 5. yet fhe faid nothing of itto her 
the woman again, becaufe fhe would know him to|hufband, nor did the angel repeat it. 
be the fame; whereas had he appeared to Manoah,| y. 13. And the angel of the Lord faid unto Manoab, 
efpecially alone, he could not have known whether |&c.] Giving him no direét anfwer to his queftion, 
he was the fame or no. This claufe is obfervedjeither what fhould be done to the child, or what 
for the fake of what follows. that fhould do; only reminds of and repeats what 

y. 10. And the woman made hafte and ran, &c.}\he had faid to his wife, which fhe fhould be careful 
Ic is not improbable what Fofephus fays™, that,to obferve and would, and that was enough for 
fhe intreated the angel to ftay a little till the fetched |him to know : of all that I faid to the woman, let 
her hufband, which he affented to, and then made |ber deware ; take care to abftain from every thing 
all the hafte fhe could to him, partly through eager- |in eating and drinking, during the time of her go- 
nefs to acquaint him with it, and partly that fhe|ing with child, he had enjoined, which are particu- 
might not make the prophet fhe took him to be}larly repeated in the next verfe. 
wait too long: and fhewed ber hufband; that his| y.14. She may not eat of any thing that cometh 
prayer was heard: and aid unto him, bebold the\of the vine, &cc.| Grapes moift or dried, kernels, 
man bath appeared unto me that came unto me the|or hufks, or any thing made of them: weither det 
other day; or, as the Targum, this day; fo Kimchi|her drink wine, or ftrong drink ; as the was to be 
and Ben Melech; for the word other is not in the|careful to abftain from fuch liquors, fo her huf- 
text. It is very probable it was the fame day he|band alfo is enjoined not to fuffer her to drink any : 
came again he had appeared toher 3 perhaps it was|mor eat any unclean thing ; which was fo by the law 
in the former part of the day he firft came to her, |of Mo/es, and particularly by the law of the Na- 
when fhe went home to her hufband, and acquaint-|zarites: all that I commanded her, let ber obferve; 
ed him with it, who prayed to the Lord that he}both with refpect to herfelf and the child. 
might be fent again; and then fhe returned to her} 15. Aud Manoah faid unto the angel of the 
place in the field, and in the latter part of the day |Zord, &c.] Being fatisfied with what he had faid, 
the angel appeared again. and perceiving that he chofe to fay no more, atid 

y. 11. And Manoah arofe and went after bis|was about to depart: J pray thee let me detain thee, 
wife, &c.] As foon as fhe had delivered the above, |antil we fhall have made ready a kid for thee to eat 
fhe made all the hafte fhe could to the man again,|a meal with them, in token of gratitude for the 
left he fhould think her too long, and depart andjtrouble he had been at in bringing thefe meflages 
it was proper enough fhe fhould go firft, to direét}to them, taking him to be a man, a prophet of the 
her hufband where the man was ; Zarchi interprets|Lord, for whom they were wont to make entere 
it, after her counfel and advice: and came to the\tainments ; and Abarbinel thinks Manoab propofed 
man, and faid unto him, art thou the man that Jpak-}this, on purpofe to detain him, in hope that while 
eft unto thé woman ? meaning his wife then prefent: jthey were eating together, he would reveal fome 
and be faid, Iam the very fame-perfon ; for tho’ |fecrets unto him. 
he was not a man, yet appearing in an human| y.416. And the angel of the Lord faid unto Ma- 
form was taken for one; and therefore makes an-| noah, &c.] In anfwer to his requeft : though thou 
{wer according to the fuppofition of him, and was | detain me, Iwill not eat of thy bread ; that is, fhould 
the felf-fame perfon, and in the fame formshe:had |he be prevailed upon to ftay awhile with him, un- _ 
appeared before. til an entertainment fhould be got ready, he would 

¥.12. And Mancah faid, now let thy words come|not eat of any of ‘his provifions; for dread is put 
to pafs, &c.] Which was notonly a with that they |for all eatables, or whatfoever he might provide for 
might, buta prayer of faith that they would come |the éntertainment : and if, or but if" thou wilt of 
to pafs: how foall we order the child, and how fhall\fer a burnt-offering, thou muft offer it unto the Lord ; 
tve do unto bim; he believed a child would be born, |if he meant to provide not a-feftival entertainment, 
and as he was tobe a Nazarite, he knew what|but a facrifice, then he fhould take care that he 
were the rules and orders to be obferved concern-|did ‘not offer it to ftrange gods, as was now very 
ing one incommon 3; but as he was to be an extra-|much the cuftom with //rae/ in this their time of 
ordinary one, he was defirous of knowing what] apoftacy, ¥. 1. but to the true Febovab, and not 
particular laws and rules were to be obferved with|toa fervant of his, a,.prophet or an angel, butto 


himfelf, 
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himfelf :, for Manoab knew not thathe wes an angel down from heaven, or {pring 
of the Lerds he. took. him to be aman, a prophet which confumed’ the facrifice, 
fent of God,: and not anangel ; and much lefs the Lord’s acceptance of it 
increated one, to whom as fuch only the facrifice 


could be offered... 


y¥.17. Aad Manoah faid unto the angel of the 


Lord, what is thy name; 8cc.} | Who art thou, and 
by what name art thou called? for fince he could 
not prevail upon him to ftay and eat a meal with 
him, he defired to know his name; and where he 
lived, that when he heard his name mentioned he 
might fpeak well of him, or fend to him upon oc- 
cafion; or if any meffage was fent from him, as 
Farchi faggetts, that he might fhew: a refpect to 
him, and obferve it: and particularly, shat when 
thy fayings come to pafs, we may do thee bonour ? 
fay that fuch a prophet, whofe nameis fuch, and 
lives in fuch.a place, foretold thefe things ;. or that 
they might fend him a prefent, ingratitude for, 
and as a reward of his fervice and trouble; fo the 
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g, up ont of the rock, 
and fhewed the 
Lore , and alfo the angel’s afcend- 
ing in it as follows. : 
¥.20. For it came to pafs when the flame went 
up towards beaven from off the altar, &c.| That is, 
from. the rock, which ferved inftead of an. altar, 
and from whence perhaps the fire fprung which 
confumed both the burnt-offering and the meat- 
offering, the fame of which went up to heaven 5 
this rock or altar having no covering, but was fue 
did, open to the heavens: that the angel of the Lord 
afcended in the flame of the altar ; making ule of the 
{moke, as Fo/epbus* fays, as a vehicle in which he 
openly went up to heaven: and Manoah and bis 
wife looked on it; on the fame and fmoke, and the 
angel in it as he afeended ; juft as the difciples of 
Chrift, looked ftedfaftly on him as he went up to 
heaven, when a cloud received him out of their 
fight, 4és i.9, 10. and fell on their faces to the 


i 


reward of a labourer, and the maintenance of a|ground; with aftonifhment and furprize at what 


gofpel-minifter, is called honour, 1 Tim, v.17. and 
thus Fofepbus ° underftood it, that they might give 
him thanks, and fend him a prefent. 

y. 18.- And the angel of the Lord faid unto bim, 


they faw, through fear and reverence of the divine 

being, of whofe prefence they were now fenfible, 

and as worfhipping of him, and praying to him. 
¥. 21. But the angel of the Lord did no more ap- 


&c.] Being fo importunate, and preffing upon him: | pear to Manoah and to his wife, &c.] As the flame 


why afkeft thou thus after myname, feeing it is fecret ; 
and not to be known; as his nature and eflence as 
a divine perfon, which may:be meant by his name, 
is what pafle’ knowledge, is infinite and incompre- 
henfible ; fee Prov. xxx. 4. or wonderful® ; which 
is one of the names of Chri, and fitly agrees with 
him, who is wonderful in his perfon, as God and 
man ; in his incarnation, in his offices and relations, 
in his love to his people, and in all he is unto them, 
and has done for them; fee J/ ix. 6. and the note 
there. 
¥. 19. So Manoah took a kid with a meat-offering, 
&c.] The kid which he propofed to make an enter- 
tainment with, for the man of God, he took him 
to be, he fetched and brought for a burnt-offering. 
at the hint which the angel had given him, and 
joined to it a meat-offering, as was ufual whenever 
burnt-offerings- were made; fee Numb. xv. 3, 4. 
and offered it upon a rock unto the Lord; for tho’ 
Manoah was nota prieft, nor was this a proper 
place for facrifice; high places were now forbidden, 
and only at the tabernacle in Shiloh were offer- 
ings to be brought; yet all this was difpenfed 
with, and Manoab was juftified in what he did by 
the warrant of the angel, y.16. The rock was 
probably near the place where this meeting of Ma- 
noah and his wife with the angel was, and where 
the difcourfe between them paffed; and which fer- 
ved inftead of an altar, andon which Manoab fa- 
crificed, not to idols, but to the true Febovab, as 
the angel directed: and the angel did wonderoufly , 
agreeable to his name, which was wonderful, y. 
18. or be, Febovah, did wonderoufly, for this an- 
gel was no other than Yebovab the on. The in- 
{tance in which he did wonderoufly was, as Kimchi 
oblerves, by bringing fire out of the rock, which 
confumed the flefh of the kid, and the meat-offer- 
ing; and fo Yo/epbus*fays, that he touched the 
flefh with a rod he had, and fire fparkled out, and 
confumed it with the bread, or meat-offering ; juft 
in the fame manner as the angel did with the kid 
and cakes that Gideon brought, ch. vi. 21. end Ma- 
noab and bis wife looked on, to fee either fire come 
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and {moke afcended, he difappeared therewith, and 
was feenno more: then Manoah knew that be was 
an angel of the Lord; by the. wondrous: things he 
did; caufing fire to come down from heaven, or 
out of the rock, afcending in. the midft of the 
flame, without being hurt by it, and going up to 
heaven in it. 
22. And Manoab faid unto bis wife, &c.] Be- 
ing rifen from the ground, where they fell on their 
faces: we fhall furely die, becaufe we have feen 
Ged; by. which it appears that he not only believed 
him to be anangel, and not a man, but a divine 
perfon; for though angels are fometimes called 
Elohim, the word here ufed, yet'good men were 
not wont to fear death, or conclude they fhould die 
on fight of an angel; but their notion was, that 
an appearance of God to them was ‘death, and 
were furprized when it did not follow, Gen. xxxii. 
301 Fudg. vi. 22,23. fee Exod, xxxiii. 20. , ° 
¥. 23. But bis wife faid unto him, &c.|. Who 
was lefs fearful, and the ‘ftrongeft believer of the 
two, feeing her hufband fo very much intimidated, 
endeavoured to comfort and ftrengthen him by the 
three following arguments: if the Lord was pleafed 
to kill us, be would not have received a burnt-offer- 
ing, and a meat-offering at our bands; for it was 
at the direction of this illuftrious perfon, that they 
offered thefe offerings, and who teftified the divine 
acceptance of them, by caufing fire in an: extra- 
ordinary manner to confume them, which was al- 
ways reckoned a token of God’s acceptance of 
them ; and befides, the angel went up in the flame, 
as being well pleafed with them, and, as it were, 
carrying up the facrifice to heaven with him, as a 
fweet-{welling favour to God. Here the angel is 
called Jehovah by the woman, and thews this was 
the increated angel : neither would be have fhewed 
us all thefe things; which they faw, as the appear- 
ance of a divine perfon to them, in an human 
form, the confuming of the facrifice by fire in fo 
{trange a manner, and the afcent of the angel hea- 
venwards in the flame of it: mor would as at this 
time, have told us fuch things as thefe , as that 
they 
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of God, and of his people J/rae’. .There is an 
agreement between the type and the antitype in this 
name in either fenfe. Chrift is the mighty God, 
and mighty Saviour, the fun of righteoufnels, the 
light of the world, and the deliverer of his peo- 
ple from darknefs of calamity and diftreis ; and 
who came not to be miniftred unto, but to mini- 
fter and perform the great fervice of redemption 
and falvation: and the child grew, in bodily 
ftrength and ftature, and grew up to man’s eftate, 
Luke ii. 40, 52. and the Lord bleffed bin, not only 
with extraordinary ftrength of body, but with grear 
endowments of mind, with the Spirit and graces of 
the Spirit ; with grace, and bleffings of it, and 
with his gracious prefence ; with this compare P/, 
xxi! 9, 6. pb. ing: : 

¥.25. And the Spirit of the Lord began to move 
him at times in the camp of Dan, &c.| To go 
out into it, in order to be trained up in and in- 
ured to military exercifes; or it began to /irike his 
mind, injeét thoughts into it, and imprefs it with 
them concerning doing great things for the people 
of God in time to come; and for the prefent put 
him upon doing ftrange and wonderful exploits, 
which were omens of what was to be done by him 
hereafter ; and thefe were done by him now and 
then, not always, but as the Spirit of God came 
upon him, under the impulfe of which he did 
them, and by the ftrength he gave him; fo the 
Targum, ‘* and the {pirit of ftrength from the 
Lord began to ftrengthen him.’’ ‘This camp of 
Dan was either a camp formed in that tribe, to 
prevent the incurfions of the! Péili/tines , or rather, 
fince it does not feem that J/rae/ had | ftrength 
enough to refift them, they having got the power: 
over them, this was the name of a place called 
Mahaneb-dan near Kirjath-jearim, from the Danites. 
encamping in it, when they went to befiege Lash, 
ch. xviii. 11, 12. for the faét was done before this 
time, though related afterwards: detween Zorab 
and Efbtaol ; which were two cities in the tribe of 
Dan, and upon'the borders of the tribe of Fudab , 
of which fee o/h. xv. 33. and xix. 41. It may be 
obferved, that as the tribe of Dan Jay near to the 
Philiftines, and fo liable to their ravages, and might 
be moft opprefled by them, {fo a deliverer of J/raef 
was raifed up in this tribe. 


they fhould have a fon; how the wontin was to 
manage herfelf, whilft with child of him; and 
how when born he was to be brought up, and 
what things God would do by him, and begin to 
deliver I/rzel out of the hand of the Philiftines. 
Now all this would not have been told at fuch a time 
of diftrefs, as the nation was now in, but to comfort 
them, or he would never have told them of a fon to 
be born of them, if they were to be deftroyed 
immediately. So an enlightened foul may reafon 
from the fight and fenfe he has had of his finful, 
loft, and undone ftate by nature ; from the revela- 
tion of Chrift to him, as the only way of falva- 
tion ; from the views he has had of the glories of his 
perfon, and the riches of his grace ; and from that 
communion with God he has fometimes enjoyed ; 
from all this he may reafon, that if God had a 
defign to damn him for his fins, he would never 
have made fuch difcoveries of love, grace and 
mercy to him; as: well'as from the facrifice of 
Chrift, God has provided and accepted of, on the 
foot of which juftice is engaged to fave ;. and be- 
fides, grace and glory are infeparable. 

v.24. And the woman bare a fon, and called bis 
name Samfon, &c.| After thefe appearances were 
over, Manoab and his wife returned to their ha- 
bitation, and fhe foon became pregnant, and at 
the ufual courfe of time brought forth a fon, and 
fhe gave him the name of Sam/on 5 for what reafon 
it is not eafy to determine. ‘Fo/ephus fays*, the 
word fignifies frong 5 perhaps he was born a ftrong, 
robuft child, which is not unlikely, or the woman 
might have fome prophetic hint of his future 
{trength, and fo gave him this name ;_ but the word 
has not the fignification of ftrength in it; it ra- 
ther fignifies the fun, which is indeed a ftrong 
body, and is compared to a ftrong man running 
his race, and fo a ftrong man may be compared to 
that; but rather with refpeét to the fun, this name 
might be given him, becaufe of the fplendor of 
his countenance with which he might be born, or 
in memory of the fhining countenance of the angel 
which brought the tidings of his birth, or becaufe 
he was to be the inftrument of difpelling the dark- 
nefs of calamity and diftrefs Jae! were now in: 
but the word more properly fignifies a minifter or 
fervant, from whence the fun has its name; for 
Samfon was to be, and was, a minifter and fervant 


CHAP. XIV. 


i & HIS chapter treats of Sam/on’s courtfhip, and] was afterwards given to the tribe of Dan, and now 
marriage of a Philiftine woman, ¥. 1—5. of|in the hands of the Philiffines, Fob. xv. 57. and 
his meeting with a young lion as he went a court-|xix. 43. ‘Judah is faid to go up to it, becaule the 
ing, and of his flaying it, and afterwards finding] place where he lived lay below it, Ges. xxxviii. 13. 
honey in it, ¥.6—g. of a riddle which he framed] but Sam/on is faid to go down to it, becaufe he 
out of this incident, and put to his companions} lived above it. . The ews.‘ differ about the recon- 
at his marriage to unriddle, giving them feven|ciliation of thefe two places; fome fay there were | 
days to do it in, with a promife of a reward, y¥.|two of this name, the one is a defcent, and the 
10-—14, and of their wnriddling it by means of/other is an afcent; others fay there was but one, 
his wife, who got the fecret from him, ¥. 15—18.|fo fituated, that they that came to it on one fide 
which led him to flay 30 Philiftines, to make good nae and they that came to it on the other fide 
his promife of 30 fheets and changes of raiment,|defcended. Bochart » approves of the former. Ac- 
and to leave his new married wife, who was given|cording to Bunting “, this was 12 miles from E/b- 
to his companion, ¥. 19, 20. taol, where Samfon lived: and faw a woman in 
Timnath, of the daughters of the Philipines, who 
y.1. And Samfon went down to Timnath, &c.]|at this time dwelt there; he faw no doubt many 


A city which by lot fell to the tribe of Fudab, but|other women befides her, but he took fpecial no- 
tice 
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_ tice of her, and entertained a particular affection 
tor her ; or, in other words, on fight of her fell in 


love with her. 


¥.2. And bz came up and told bis father and bis 
mother, &c.)| Of his paflion of love, being de- 
firous of having their approbation and confent, in 
which he acted a dutiful part, and what became 


him ; and may be an example to children to ad- 
vife with their parents, and have their opinion and 
confent before they engage in fuch an enterprize, 
even before courtthip: and faid, I have feen a wo- 
men in Timnath of the daughters of the Philiftines y 
whom he had a good liking of, and a ftrong af- 
fection for ; he is very open and ingenuous in his 
account, does not go about to hide any thing 
trom his parents, or colour things over, or con- 
ceal her defcent, but frankly tells them fle was a 
Philiftine woman, which he knew would at once 
furnifh out an objection againft her: now therefore 
get her for me to wife; for it feems it was the cuf- 
tom then, when a young man had pitched upon a 
woman he liked, that it was left to his parents to 
treat with the woman and her friends about the 
marriage of her to him. 

¥. 3. Then his father and bis mother faid unto 
him, &c.| What he might expect, and doubtlefs 
did expect: is there xever a woman among the daugh- 
ters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that 
thou goeft to take a wife of the uncircumeifed Pbili- 
Jtines? none in their own family, nor in the tribe 
of Daz, nor among the whole nation of J/rae/, but 
muft go among the uncircumcifed Philifines ; for 
though they were not of the feven nations of the 
Canaanites, with whom marriage was forbidden, yet 
they not only dwelt where they did, and where the 
Tfraelites fhould, but were idolaters and impure 
perfons, and therefore affinity fhould not be con- 
tracted with them, as being of a dangerous con- 
fequence, which might entice to idolatry. Ben 
Gerfom obferves, that their Rabbins fay he made 
her a profélyte firft, though he did not acquaint 
his parents with it, and fo Abarbinel, but this 
feems not likely, for had this been the cafe, he 
would have had an eafy and ready reply to this ob- 
jection of theirs: and Samfon faid unto his father, 
get ber for me, for foe pleafeth me well, or is 
right in mine eyes* ; not only his eyes were taken 
with her beauty or external form, but it was right 
in his fight, in his judgment, to marry her; he 
having an impulfe upon his mind from the Spirit 
of God unto it, though he did not let his parents 
know of it, but left them to conclude it fprung 
from a violent affection to her perfon. Abardinel 
obferves, that he only addreffed his father, and 
not his mother, fhe being moft vehemently againtt 
the match, and expreffing more uneafinefs at it 
than his father did; but it is moft likely that he 
addreffed his father particularly, becaufe he was 
the proper perfon to negotiate this affair for him. 

y. 4. And his father and mother knew not that it 
was of the Lord, &c.} That he fhould marry this 
uncircumcifed Philiftine 5 Samfon knew it was, and 
that his defire ot having her in marriage did not 
arife from carnal affection to her merely, being 
captivated with her beauty and external form, for 
fhe was not fo very fair, her younger fifter was 
fairer than fhe, ch. xv. 2. but he perceived it was 
the mind and will of God that he fhould take fuch 
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and urgihg him to it, fuggefting the énd and de- 
fign of it, and the opportunity it would give him 
of quarrelling with the Pbilifines, and-taking ven- 
geance on them; but this his parents were igno- 
rant of, nor did he let them know that this was of 
God: that he fought an occafion againft the Pbili- 
ines; in this way; by this means; they might 
know he fonght to get an opportunity to be avenged 
on them for their oppreffion, and to attempt.the 
deliverance of J/rael; but they knew not that it 
was the will of God, that a way fhould be opened 
for it by this means. Sam/on might be directed by 
the Lord to reafon thus in his mind, that if he 
propofed to the Pézlifines to marry one of their 
daughters, and they fhould reject his propofal, 
this would give him a handle to fall out with them; 
and fall upon them; and if they fliould agree to 
fuch a match, he might expect they would be 
kind to him, and to his people for his fake, being 
in alliance with them, or he fhould refent it, and 
take occafion from hence to core to a rupture with 
them: for at that time the Philiftines had dominion 
over Ifrael, had invaded their country, and dwelr 
in their cities, and thade them tributary to them, 
and ufed them ill; which Sam/on obferving, was 
provoked to feek an opportunity of avenging the 
injuries done them, and of delivering them, and 
he was direéted to it this way. 

¥. 54 Then went Samfon down, and his father 
and-his mother, to Timnath, &c.] They were pre- 
vailed upon to go with him, either becaufe they 
perceived his affections were fo ftrongly fet upon a 
wife, that they thought it advifedble to agree to it, 
left it fhould be of bad confequence to him, or be= 
caufe he let them know that the thing was of God; 
and what was his defign in it: and came to thé 
vineyards of Timnath; the land of Candan was a 
land of vineyards, and particularly that part of it 
which was inhabited by the Philiftines and Pheni- 
cians ; and though we no where read of the wine 
of Zimnath, yet frequent mention is made in au- 
thors of the wine of Acalon, Gaza; and Sarepta, 
inhabited by the above people; thefe vineyards 
feem to have lain fomewhat out of Sam/fon’s way; 
but hither he turned on fome account or another 
from his parents, perhaps to eat fome grapes: 
and behold, a young lion reared againft him; not a 
whelp, that is expreffed by another word, but one 
more grown, and is afterwards called a lion fim- 
ply ; and by the Zargum, a lion, the fon of lions 
or lioneffes ; which feeing him in the vineyards, 
where he was lurking, came out to meet him, and 
roared at him in a hideous manner, and made up 
to him to deftroy him: thefe creatures, though 


now more rare in thofe parts, were at this time fre- 


quent, and in after-times; fee 1 Sam. xvii. 34. 
1 Kings xiii. 24. and xx. 36. and feveral writers 
make mention of lions in Mefopotania and Syria; 
and Strabo *, and Pliny * {peak of a city in Pheni- 
cia near Sidon, called the city of lions, becaufe 
perhaps it had been much infefted with them ; and 
for a like reafon it may be fome cities in the tribes 
of Fudah and Simeon were called Lebaoth and Beth- 
lebaoth, Fofo. xv. 32. and xix, 6, 

y. 6. And the Jpirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him, &c.] The Spirit of might from the 
Lord, as the Targum, in{piring him with courage 
and intrepidity of mind, and increafing his bodily 


a petfon to wife, by the impulfe of the Spirit of|ftrength: and be rent bin as he would rend a kid ; 
God upon him, pointing it untd him, inclining'as he came up to him to feize him, he laid hold 
2 on 
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on him and ‘ftrangled him, as ofepbus », fays;}Main fome time again ago, and he went a Site 


caught him by the throat, and tore it out; for itjout of the way to fee what was become of it, or 
does not feem. that the carcafs was torn to pieces,|had happened to it. “Fa/ephus fays ¢, when he flew 
or limb from limb, by what follows; and this he}it he threw it into a woody place, perhaps among 
did with as much eale, as if he had had only alfome bufhes, a litle out of the road ; for which 


kid to.deal with: and be had nothing in his bana, 
not a ftaff to keep it off, nor a fpear, fword or 
knife to ftab it with: in this Sem/on was a type ot 
Chrift, who has deftroyed our adverfary the devil, 
compared to a roaring lion, 1 Pet. v. 8. to a lion 
for. his ftrength, cruelty and voracioulnefs ;, to a 
roaring lion, making a hideous noife and ftir when 
the, gofpel was carried unto the Gentiles, and they 
were about to be called and efpoufed to Chrift; 
from. among whom he was caft out, and by no 
other weapon than the miniftration of the gofpel, 
accompanied with the power. of Chrift, and his 
Spirit: but he told not bis father or bis smother 
what be had done; when he overtook them, as he 
quickly did, he faid not a word to them of his meet- 
ing with a lion and flaying it ; which as it fhewed 
his modefty in not blazing abroad his wonderful 


and heroic ations, in which alfo he was a type of 


Chrift, but his great prudence in concealing this, 
left his great ftrength fhould be known too foon, 
and the Philiftines be upon their guard againft him, 
or feek to difpatch him privately; tho’ no doubt he 
had pondered this in his own mind, and confidered it 
as an omen and prefage of the advantage he fhould 
have over the, Pdiliftines his enemies, whom he 
Should as eafily overcome as he had that lion, and 
that without any,jpftrument of war. 
¥. 7. And be:went down, and talked with. the 
woman, &c.| Entered into a converfation with 
her, that he might the better judge of her other 
qualifications, befides that of outward form and 
beauty, whether fhe would be a fuitable yoke- 
fellow for him.; and he talked with her about .mar- 
riage, and propofed it to her, or talked about her 
to her father and near relations ; and, as the Tar- 
gum expreffes it, afked the woman, not only afked 
of her her confent, but demanded her of her friends: 
it may refer, as Abarbinel oblerves, to his father, 
that he went down and talked with the woman, 
and with her relations about her, concerning the 
affair of his fon’s marriage with her: and fhe pleafed 
Samfon well; he liked her converfation as well as 
her perfon, and the more he converfed with her, 
the more agreeable fhe was to him, and the more 
defirous he was to marry her. Though fome ob- 
ferve from hence, that fhe did not pleafe the fa. 
ther of Samfon as himfelf; fo Abarbinel. 
¥.8. And after a time be returned to take her, 
&c.] Matters being agreed on, and fettled on 
both fides, and the efpoufals made, he and his pa- 
rents returned, and at the proper ufual time for 
the confummation of the marriage, he went again 
to Timnath for that purpofe. It is in the Hebrew 
text, afler days‘, which fometimes fignifies a year. 
fee Gen. iv. 3. Exod. xiii. 10. and fo Ben, Gerfom 
interprets it, that a year after this woman became 
Sam.on’s wife (i. e. betrothed to him) he hie 
_to take her to himfelf to wife ; and it feems, adds 
he, that twelve months were given her to prepare 
herfelf; .and fome confiderable time muft have 
clapled, as appears from what had happened to the 
carcals of the lion, next related: and he turned 
Gide to fee the carcafs of the lion; juft before he 
came to Zimuaib he thought of the lion he had 
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reafon it had not been teen and removed, and was 
ina more convenient place for what was done .in it: 
and bebold, there was a jwarm of bees and boney in 
the carcafs of she lion, and though naturalifts * tell 
us, that bees are averfe- to flefh, and will not touch 
any, yet in the ‘courie of time that the carcafs of 
this lion had Jain, its flefh. might have been clean 
eaten off by the fowls of the air, or was quite 
dried away and confumed, fo that it was nothing 
but a mere fkeleton ; a bony carcafs, as the Syriec 
verfion, “JFofepbus § fays, the fwarm wasjin the 
breaft of the lion; and it is no more unlikely, that 
a fwarm of bees fhould fettle in it, and continue 
and build combs, and lay up their honey there, 
than that, the like fhould be done if the fkull of 
Onefilus king of Cyprus, when hung up and dried, 
as Herodotus ¢\ relates. Befides, according toVirgil*, 
this was a method made ufe-of to produce a new 
breed of bees, even from the corrupt gore and pu- 
trid bowels of flain beafts ; and Pythagoras ' ob- 
ferves, they are produced from thence. ‘This may 
be an emblem of thofe fweet bleffings of grace, 
which come to the people of Chrift through his 
having deftroyed fatan, the roaring lion, and. all 
his works; and particularly which came to the poor 
Gentiles, when the devil was caft out from them, 
and his empire there demolifhed. 5 Oe 
¥.9. And he took thereof in bis bands, and went 
on eating, &c.] Fofephus* fays, he took three ho- 
ney-combs, he means three pieces of the honey- 
comb, and eat the honey as he went along to Timmath,; 
which he might do without touching the carcafs 
of the lion, and defiling himfelf thereby, which, 
as a Nazarite, he was more efpecially to be careful 
of: and came to bis father and mother, and he gave 
them, and they did eat ; who went down with him to 
the confummation of the marriage, and from whom 
he had turned a little afide ; and now overtook 
them, and to whom he gave fome of his honey to 
eat, which, having travelled fome way, might be 
grateful to them. ‘The above writer takes no no- 
tice of this, but. fays he gave of it to the young 
woman whom he betrothed, when he came to her ; 
but of that the text makes no mention: dat be 


‘told not them that he had taken the honey out of the 
carcafs of the lion; either left they fhould feruple 


eating it, being taken out of fuch a carcafs; or 
that the riddle, which perhaps he meditated as he 
came along eating the honey, might not be found 
out, which might more eafily have been done, had 
this fact been known by any. » copeep eects 
¥.10. So his father went down unto the woman, 
&c.] At Timnath, whom Samfon had efpoufed ; 
the Targum is, ‘* about thé bufinefs of the wo- 
man;” about the confummation of the marriage 
with her ; they all three went, the father, the mo- 
ther, and the fon, as appears from the preceding 
verte : for Samfon made a feaft, for fo ufed the young 
men to do; at the time of marriage; this was the 
nuptial feaft common in all nations ; but it feems 
the cuftom now and here was, for the bridegroom 
to make it ; whereas from other inftances we learn, 
that the father of the bridegroom ufed to make it, 
Matt. xxii, 2. fee the note there ; and the Vulgate 
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Latin verfion here renders it, avd be made a feafijand was made of linen ; meaning either what we 
for bis fon Samfon; the Septnagint, Syriac and Ara-\tall fhirts, or bed-theets, and by change of rai. 
_ bie verfions add, feven days, and fo long this featt ment, a fuit-of clothes worn in the day-time. 
was kept, ¥. 12; Now this ‘marriage of Sam/on|-. yr 13. But. if ye cannot declare: it unto me, 8&c.} 
with a daughter of the Philiftines, was a type of} #xplain the ‘riddle in the {pace of time allowed - 
the marriage of Chrift with his people, efpecially |then fhall ye give me 30 focets, and 30 change of 
with the Gentile church, fuch as were not of thelgarimerits 3 fo many fhirts and fuits of apparel: dnd 
commonwealth of J/rae/, but finners of the Gen-|sbey faid-uato him, put forth ‘thy riddle that ‘we 
tiles, yery ignorant of divine things, reproached |may: bear it ; not thereby to’ jadge whether they 
by the ews, and their calling an offence to them s| would agree to his propofals, but hereby fuggeft- 
and may. ‘fitly exprefs the love of Chrift.to hislino ‘that they -accepted his terms and conditions, 
church, ‘though unworthy of it; which is a love jeither to! give or ‘receive the above premium, if 
of complacency and delight, arifing from his own, they did or did not hit on the explanation of the 
good-will and pleafure, and not owing to any fu-| riddle: 
perior beauty, excellence, worth or worthinefs in|» x; 14. And he faid unto them, out of the eater 
them, they being no better than others, children of !came forth meat, &e.} Out of a devouring eater, 
wrath, even as others, fee ch. xv..2. as well as /fuch as the lion is, came forth ‘honey, or that was 
there is.an agreement in the manner of his ob-|taken out of it, which Sam/or,’ and his father and 
taining and betrothing her, which was by apply-|mother eat of, and which was the common food 
ing to his father to get her for him, and being jof fome perfons, as of Fohn the Baptift: and out 
get and given, he betrothed her ; fo Chrift afked lof tbe Strong came forth fweetnefs s not only out of 
his people of his father tobe his fpoufe, which that which was {trong in body whilft alive, but of 
requeft being obtained, he betrothed them to him-|a ftrong and ill feent, as the carcafs of a dead lion 
felf in righteoufnefs ; and the gofpel-feaft, or mi-|is, and out of that came forth honey, than which 
~ niftry of the word is kept and continued on ac- nothing is fweeter. a/ephus # exprefies it, “© that 
count of it, Pf xxi. 2. Hof ii. 19. Matt. xxiil|which. devours all things furnifhes out pleafant 
2, 35 4. food, when that itfelf is altogether unpleafant : ”* 
¥. 11. And it came to pafs when they faw bim,|and they could uot in three days expound the riddle ; 
&c.] That is, the Hbilifines, the citizens. of Tim-|fo long they laboured to find it out, but then be- 
nath, when*they fawsthat he was come to con- gan to defpair of ‘it. ; 
{ummate his marriage: that they brought 30 com~) 15. And tt came to pafs on the 7th day, &c.] 
panions to bé with him; to be the bridegroom’s|Not on the 7th day of the feaft, for fome time 
men, or children of the bride chamber, ‘as they |before that they applied to his wife, and fhe preffed 
are called, Matt. ix. 15.. or friends of the bride+|him hard to difclofe it; but on the fabbath-day, 
groom, ‘Fobn iii, 29. to keep him company during} as Kimchi, and fo ‘farcbi fays, on the 7th day of 
the nuptial-feaft: this they did according to cuf-|the week, not on the 7th day‘of the feaft, for it 
tom, and in honour and refpect unto him ; tho’}|was the 4th day of the feaft; this is fo clear, that 
fome, think, and fo Fofepbus', that they were|the Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions, inftead 
brought to be guards upon him, obferving that}/of the 7th, read-the 4th day: that they faid unto 
he was a man of great might, {trength and cou- Samfon’s wife, entice thy bufband, that be may de- 
rage, fo that they were afraid of him, left he fhould| clare unto us the riddle, that is, perfuade him to 
have fome defign upon them ; but it is not certain|tell the meaning of it to her, that fhe might de- 
that there was any thing very vifible or terrible in|clare it to them - left we burn thee and thy father’s 
him, more than in another man, that fhewed him houfe with fire; in which fhe now was, not as yet 
- to be of extraordinary courage and ftrength, .fince being taken home to her hufband, and her in it ; 
it was bur at times the fpirit of the Lord came|this they faid to terrify her, and make her impor- 
upon him, and as yet he had done nothing to their|tunate with Samjon to explain the riddle to her, if 
knowledge which fhewed him to be fuch; had{/he had any value for her, and her life: ave ye 
they indeed known of his rencounter with the lion,| called us to take that we have 2 invited them to the 
they might have had fuch thoughts of him, but wedding-feaft, to {trip them of their clothes, and 
this they knew nothing of. even take their very fhirts off of their backs, 
¥. 12. And Samfon faid unto them, &c.] His 30| which they muft have been obliged to part with, 
companions, very likely on the firft day of thelif they could not explain the riddle, or fend for 
feat: J will now put forth a riddle to you; a {e-lother fuits and fhirts from their own houfes : is 
cret, hidden, abftrufe thing, not eafy to be under-|it not fo? verily this is the cafe, nor can it be 
ftood ; a dark faying, wrapt up in figurative terms; |underftood otherwife than a contrived bufinefs be- 
and this he propofed as an amufement to them, to|tween thee and thy hufband, to get our raiment, 
exercife their wits, which it feems was ufual to!wcollen and linen, from us. 
entertain guefts with, and might be both pleafing| y¥. 16. And Samfon’s wife wept before him, 8c.} 
and profitable: if you can certainly declare it unto|When the came to him to get out of him the expla- 
me within the feven days of the feaft, for fo lone}nation of the riddle, thinking that her tears would 
the nuptial-feaft was ufually kept, fee Gen. xxix.|move him to it: and Said, thou doft but hate me, 
27,28. If they could find it out 5 and with clear-|and loveft me net; another artifice fhe ufed, well 
nef; and certainty explain the riddle to him within knowing he could not bear to have his affeétion 
that period of time, which.was giving them time|called in queition, which was now very ftrong, 
enough to do itin: shen I will give you 30 foeets,|as is ufual with new-married perfons : thou ba/t 
end 30 change of garments; that. is, every man put forth a riddle unto the children of my people ; 
ene of each. By jheets he means, as Kimchi and|her countrymen, fellow-citizens, and neighbours, 
Sen Melech interpret it, a covering of the body in]and could not but be dear to her, and refpected 
the night next tothe flefh, in which a man lies,|by her; fo that what affeGéed and aMicted themy 
‘ a tit 
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mutt have fome influence upon her:! and baft not’ &c.] The Spirit of might from the Lord, as the 
told me ; that is, the explanation of it, otherwife it} 7. argum , which filled him with zeal and courage, 
is likely fhe had heard the riddle itfelf told: azd animating him to the following undertaking, and 
he faid unto ber, bebold, I have not told it my fa-\increafed his bodily ftrength to perform it; and he 
ther nor my mother, and foall I tell it thee ? his pa-\ went down to Afkelon , one of the five principal ci- 
rents he was greatly indebted to, for whom he! ties of the Philiftines, it lay near’ the Mediterranean 
had the higheft reverence and efteem, whofe fide- | fea, and according to Bunisng ', was 24 miles from 


lity and taciturnity he had fufficient knowledge! Timnath, why he went fo far, is not eafy to fay ; 


of, .and yet he had not thought fit to impart it to/fome think, there’ was fome grand folemnity or 
them ; how therefore could fhe expect to be truft- |feltival obferved there at this time, which he knew 
ed with fuch a fecret, with whom he had not beenjof, when perfons put on their beft fuits of ‘appa- 
long acquainted, ‘not long enough to know whe-jrel, and fuch he wanted: and flew 30 men of thems 
ther fhe could keep it or no? in vindication of which, it may be obferved, that 

v.17. And foe wept before bim the feven days,|Samfon was now raifed up of God to be judge of 
while. the feaft lafted, &c.|) Thofe that remained| J/rael ; and that he aéted now as fuch, and under 
of the feven days, from the 4th to this time, as the direction and impulfe of the Spirit of God, and 
Kimchi feems rightly to interpret it; though fome)the perfons he flew were the common enemies of 
think fhe began. to befeech him with tears on the |J/rae/; and if now obferving a feftival in honour 
firft day of the feaft, to impart the fecret to herjof their gods, they were juftly cut off for their 
for her own fatisfaction ; and then, after the menjidolatry : and took their fpcil, their clothes off their 
had urged her on the 4th day to perfuade her huf-|backs, {tripped them of their apparel, and even 
band to it, fhe continued prefling him more ear-jof their fhirts, all which he brought away with 
neftly with tears unto the 7th day. Some, as 4?ar-|him : and here it may obferved, that though Sam- 
binel obferves, and to whom he feems to incline, | Jon was a Naxarite, yet not a common one, and 
think there were 14 days, feven days before the|was an extraordinary perfon, and not in all things 


feftival began, on the laft of which they impor-|bound to the law of the Nazarites ; at leaft that 


tuned her to try to get the fecret from him, ¥. 15.|law was difpenfed with in various inftances relative 
and that fhe continued preffing all the fecond fevenjto him, as taking honey out of the carcafs of the 
days ; but ic feems quite clear, that it was at hel list? and here ftripping dead bodies which were de- 
beginning of the feven days of the feaft that thejfiling, and other things: and gave change of gar- 
riddle was put, which was to be explained within! ments unto them which expounded the riddle, to the 
that time, y.12. and it came to pafs on the 7th|30 companions, to whom it was propofed, “each 
day, that he told ber, becaufe fhe lay fore upon him;|man a fuir of apparel taken fromthe 30 men “he 
preffed him moft earneftly with her intreaties, cries} flew at Afkelon, and fheets or fhirts alfo no doubt; 
and tears: and fhe told the riddle to the children of\though not expreffed. Indeed fome have thought, 
her people, though fhe knew it would be to her] becaule they did not find out the riddle of them- 
hufband’s detriment, and that he muft be obligedjfelves, he did not give them the whole premium, 
to give them 30 fheets of linen, and as many (ids teal that by their own confent: and bis anger was 
of apparel, and tho’ it is probable fhe had promifed|kindled ;_ againft his wife, for her treachery an 
not to tell them. unfaithfulnefs to him, and againft his companions 
¥. 18. And the men of the city faid unto him, on\for their deceitful ufage of him, and againft the 
the 7th day, before the fun went down, &c.] And {citizens of the place, who perhaps laughed at him 
fo foon enough to free them from the obligation | being thus tricked and deceived : and be went up 
they otherwile would have been under, to have|to bis father’s boufe; left his wife, and her rela- 


given him the fheets and changes of raiment agreed|tions, and his companions, and the men of Tim- — 


unto: what is fweeter than honey ? nothing, at leaft|nath, and betook himfelf to his father’s houfe 
that was known, fugar not being invented. ‘Fw- |again, as if he had been never married; his pa- 
lian the emperor”, in commendation of figs, fhews,!rents very probably had returned before him. 

from various authors, that nothing is fweeter than] y. 20. But Sam/fon’s wife was given to bis com~ 
they, excepting honey : and what is flronger than\panion, &c.} By her father, and with her con- 
a lion? no creature is, it is the ftrongeft among|{ent, both being affronted and provoked by Sam- 
beafts, Prov. xxx. 30 Homer ° gives the epithet! /on leaving her, who judged her not only to be in- 
of ftrong to a lion: and he faid unto them, if ye jured, but hereby difcharged from him, and free 
bad not plowed with my heifer; meaning his wife,|to marry another : and whom be had ufed as bis 
whom he compares to an heifer, young, wanton and friend; though there were 30 of them that were 
unaccuftomed to the yoke; and by plowing with|his companions, yet there was one of them that 
her, he alludes to fuch creatures being employed|was the principal of them, and was the moft 
therein, making ufe of her to get the fecret out of| intimate with him, whom he ufed in the moft 
him, and then plying her clofely to obtain it from] friendly manner, and admitted to a more free con- 
her; and this diligent application and fearch of] verfation than the reft, the fame that is called the 
theirs, by this means to inform themfelves, was|friend of the bridegroom, 7oba iti. 29. whilft the 
like plowing up ground; they got a difcovery of|others were called the children of the bride-cham- 
that which before lay hid, and without which they|ber, Matt. ix.15. It is not unlikely that this per- 
could never have had the knowledge of, as he|fon had too much intimacy with Sam/fon’s wife be- 
adds + ye bad not found out my riddle, the explana-|fore, and fo had the fecret of the riddle from her, 
tion of it. Ben Gerfom and <dbarbinel interpret|and fo very readily married her, as foon as Sam- 
plowing, of committing adultery with her; in| /on departed ; and all this furnifhed out an occa- 
which fenfe the phrafe is ufed by Greek and Latin|fion and opportunity, which Sam/on fought for, to 
writers; buc the firft fenfe is belt, for it is not|be revenged on the Phiiiflines, as in the following 
faid, plowed my beifer, but with her. chapter. :% 

y.19. And the fpirit of the Lord came upon bim, 
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and.it feems ftill continued ; but were condemned 
by the law of God, and not allowed an J/raelite, 
which Sam/fon knew full well, and therefore liftened 
not to the propofal ; fee Lev. xviii. 3, 18. it 

¥. 3. And Samfon faid concerning them, 8c.) His 
wife’s father, and other relations, and the citizens 
of Zimnath ; this, which is what follows, he faid 
either within himfelf refpecting them, or he faid 
it to them openly and publickly before them all : 
now fhall I be more blamelefs than the Philiftines, 
though I do them a difpleafure; fignifying, that if 
he did them an ill thing, or what might be reckon- 
ed an injury to their perfons or properties, and 
which would be difagreeable and difpleafing to 
them, they could not juftly blame him for: it, 
fince they had given him fuch a provocation as to 
difpofe of his wife to another man; tho’ Sam/on 
did not mean to act, nor did he aé in the follow- 
ing inftances as a private perfon, taking private re- 
venge, but as a public perfon, and judge of Drael, 
and took occafion from the private injuries done 
him, to avenge the public ones of the children of 
T/rael upon the Philiftines ; and they might thank 
themfelves for giving the opportunity which they 
could not juftly condemn him for taking. 

¥. 4. And Samfon went and caught 300 foxes, 
&c.] Nor fhould this be thought at all incredi- 
ble, fince Canaan and Paleftine abounded with 
foxes ; hence feveral places therein had their names 
of Shual, which fignifies a fox, Fob. xv. 28. and 
XiX. 3, 42. 1 Sam. xiii. 17. A traveller” in thofe 
parts fays, that foxes {warm there, and that there 
are very great numbers of them in the hedges, and 
ruins of buildings: and thefe creatures were very 
pernicious to vines, and fo may reafonably be 
thought to be about Zimnath in great numbers, 
becaufe of the vineyards there, ch. xiv. 5. fee 
Cant. ii. 15. befides, there is no neceffity of fup- 
pofing that Sam/on took all thefe himfelf, he might , 
employ others in catching them for him, nor that 
he took them at the fame time, on one and the fame 
day ; he might be many days and weeks about it, 
and keep them up until he had got his number : 
to which may be added, there was a creature in 
thofe parts very much like a fox, called Thoes, 
which, as Bedlonius* fays, were about Ce/area and 
Paleftina, and go 200 in company ; and fo mak- 
ing ufe of proper means, which Sem/on was not 
unacquainted with, great numbers might be taken 
together ; but above all, it may be obferved, that 
as this was under the direction of the divine pro- 
vidence, God could eafily caufe fuch a number of 
creatures to be gathered together, and taken, as he 
ordered all the living creatures, as by an inftinét, to 
come into the ark to Noah : and he took jfire-brands; 
or rather torches, made of oily and refinous mat- 
ter, which were not eafily extinguifhed : and turned 
tail to tail; took two foxes, and tied their tails to- 
gether with a cord, giving them room enough to 
run about, as fuch creatures do, not forward, but 
in a crooked, flexuous manner, here and there: 
and put a fire-brand in the midft between two tails , 
which torch, feems to have been faftened to the 
cord with which the tails were tied; he did not put 
a fire-brand or torch, to the tail of every fingle fox, 


HIS chapter relates, that Sam/on being, de- 

nied his wife, did by a ftrange ftratagem 
burn the corn-fields, vineyards, and olives of the 
Philiflines, ¥. 1 — 5. and that becaufe of their 
burning her and her father, he made a great flaugh- 
ter of them, ¥. 6—8. which brought the Péi- 
Liftines again{t the men of Fudab, who took Sam/fon 
and bound him, to deliver him to the Philifines, 
when he, loofing himfelf, flew a thoufand of them 
with the jaw-bone of an afs, ¥. g—17. and being 
athirft, God in a wonderful manner fupplied him 
with water, ¥. 18—20. 


¥.t. But it came to pafs within a while after, 
&c.] Or after days, a year after, the fame phrafe 
as in ch. xiv. 8. ia the time of wheat-barveft ; 
which began at Pentecof, as barley-harveft did at 
the paffover ; this circumltance is mentioned for 
the fake of the following piece of hiftory: that 
Samfon vifited his wife with a kid; by this time his 
paffion of anger fubfided, and he remembered his 
wife, as the Zargum expreffes it, and thought pro- 
per to return to her, and attempt a reconciliation 
with her; and for that purpofe took a kid with 
him to eat a meal with her in her own apartment, 
which in thofe days was reckoned an elegant en- 
tertainment, and was a prefent to a king, 1 Sam. 
xvi. 20. Jfdore * derives the Latin word for a 
kid, ab edendo, from eating, as if it was food by 
way of eminency, as it is both favoury and whole- 
fome : and be faid, I will go with my wife into the 
chamber; where fhe was, as women had their 
chambers and apartments by themfelves ; this he 
faid within himfelf, or refolved in his own mind, 
and perhaps expreffed it in her father’s hearing, or 
however moved that way, which plainly indicated 
his defien : but ber father would not fuffer him to 
go ins; placed himfelf perhaps between him and 
the door, and parlayed with him, and declared he 
fhould not go into his daughter’s chamber ; Sam- 
Jon through his fuperior ftrength could eafily have 
pufhed him away, and broke open the door, but 
he did not chufe to ufe fuch violent methods, and 
patiently heard what he had to fay, and fub- 
mitted. 

y. 2. And her father faid, I verily thought 
that thou hadft utterly hated ber, &c.] Not only 
thought fo, but faid fo, and had faid it over and 
over again; for the words are, faying I faid ', 
affirmed it confidently and conftantly, that in dat- 
ing thou haft bated ber*, with an implacable ha- 
tred, that there was no hope of any reconciliation : 
therefore | gave her to thy companion, this he faid 
to excule his daughter, and foften his refentment, 
that ic was not his daughter’s doing, but his, and 
that he had difpofed of her not to any body, but 
to a companion of Samfon’s ; and what follows 
feems to be faid with the fame view, for he might 
be in fome fear of Samfon, knowing him to be a 
man of fpiric and ftrength : 7s not her younger fifter 
fairer than foe? take her, 1 pray thee, inftead of 
ber ; that is, to wife; and two things he obferves 
to recommend her, her youth and beauty, in which 
fhe was preferable to her fifter, Such inceftuous 
marriages were common with the old Canaanites, 


which 
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“which then would have made its way to its own|duced 100 lions, after him Pompey the great 300, 
den, but between two, which could not enter into}and ‘fulius Cajar when he was dictator 400, as 
one hole, and would draw different waysyand ftop|,Plimy + relates. Probus ° tent into the amphitheatre 


each other, and fo do greater execution in fields 
and vineyards into which they came. iyi 
soy: 5. And when be had fet the brands on Fire, 
&c.]\ Difpofed as before related ; and foxes being 
-naturally fearful of, and frighted with fire, and 
efpecially'fo near them as at their tails, would run 
into’ the firft place they could for fhelter: be set 
them go into the ftanding corn of the Philiftines ; 
which being ripe, as it was now wheat-harvett, 
would foon take fire; and taking fire, this would 
in courfe caufe the foxes to run ftill farther to 
other parts of ‘ftanding corn, and fet fire to them 
alfo; befides, it is reatonable to fuppofe, that Sam- 
fon did not Jet: them go all at once on one fpot, 


at one time, which he made like a wood full of 
trees, 1900 oftriches, a like number of harts, does, 
boars, and other creatures each ; and at another tine 


100 lions, as many lioneffés and leopards each, and. 


300 bears ; Heliogabalus* got together 1000 weafels, 
"140,000 mice, 10,000 weight of rider jes,: 
¥.°6. Then the Philiftines faid, who b Fees 
this ? &c.]° They afked and enquired one of an- 
other, who they thought ‘could be the author of 
fuch mifchief: and they an/wered Samfon, the Jon-in- 
law of the'Timnite, this they faid either by conjec- 
ture, which might be the cale of fome; and others 
more confidently afférred it, having heard what he 
faid, ¥.3. and they aflign a very good reafon for 


but difpofed of them, fome here,‘ and fome there, it, decaufe he had already taken away bis wife, and 
to do'the greater and more fpeedy execution: azd|given her to’ bis companion , which Stipe 


burnt up both the hocks, and alfo the ftanding corn, 
with the vineyards and olives ; for as it was in the time 
of harveft, in fome places the corn was ftanding, 
-and in other places it was cut down, and put into 
fhocks or heaps’; and to thefe the foxes would na- 
turally run to fhelter themfelves, and fo fet fire to 


him to do fuch an action as this ; and perhaps the 
very fame perfons that were very well pleafed be- 
fore, that Sam/on was fo ferved, yet now were full 
of wrath and indignation at the Timmite having 
fuffered fo much in their property on his account: 
and the Philiftines came up, and burnt ber and ber 


them, as well as they ‘would make their way to|father with fire, Fofepbus* fays, her and her rela- 


the vineyards or olive-yards, either for fhelter alfo, 
or for the fake of the grapes and olives, to fatisfy 
their hunger, after having been detained long for this 
purpofe ; and thus byone means or another they de- 
ftroyed the corn, the vines, and olives of the Phi- 
liftines in thofe parts. Some would have it, in order to 
fhun the difficulties objected by the enemies of re- 


tions ; they fet fire'to her father’s houfe, where fhe 
was, and burnt them both in it, whereby that evil 
came upon her fhe thought to avoid, by getting 
the fecret of the riddle out of Sam/on, and tellin 

it to his companion, ch. xiv. 15. and fuftered the 
proper punifhment for her adultery ; the people 
that did this were thofe that lived in the towns ad- 


velation, that the word for foxes fhould be fender-|jacent, from whence they camé up to Timmath, 


ed /heaves or fhocks of corn, fet end to end ”, which 


whofe ficlds, vineyards and olive-yards had been’ 


the word for ¢ai/ is faid to fignify ; and fire-brands|deftroyed by the foxes’ with their fire-brands. 


or torches being fet on fire, communicated it to 
ftandine-corn, fhocks of corn,vineyards, and olive- 


¥.7. And Samfon faid unto them, &c,] After 
they had burnt his wife and her father in their 


yards ; but there is no need to put fuch a fenfe/dwelling-houfe, by which they thought to appeafe 
upon the words, as already obferved: nor is the word|him, being afraid of him: though ye bave done 
tranflated foxes, ever ufed in fcripture in any form |this, yet will I be avenged of you; not for burning 


for /beaves or fhocks of corn, but always others ; 
nor in any fewi/b writings, nor in the fifter dia- 
leéts, Arabic, Chaldee, or Ethiopic ; and in any 
place of {cripture where it is tranflated fox or foxes, 
fhould the word /heaves or /hocks be put, the fenfe 
would appear moft ridiculous ; nor 1s the word for 
tail’ ever ufed in fcripture in a literal fenfe, but 
for the tail of a living creature ; nor is the word 
for took or caught ever ufed of taking any thing in 
common, but either of taking men or cities by 


force, or of creatures in nets, traps and {nares :|great flaughter, &c.| 


and the fenfe which fuch a verfion of the words 
would give, is not only contrary to the Hebrew 
text, and to the Chaldee paraphrafe, but to all the 
ancient verfions, Arabic, Syriac, Septuagint, and 


his wife and father-in-law ; his fenfe is, that tho’ 
they had done this, in order to ingratiate them - 
felves with him, yet he fhould not ftop on this 
account, but. be avenged on them, not for private 
injuries done to him, or any that had been in con- 


nexion with him, but for public injuries done to 


Tfrael, and their oppreffion of them: and after that 
Iwill ceafe; when he had taken full vengeance on 
them, and not before, — . . 
 ¥. 8. And be mote them hip and thigh with a 
Either {mote them on their 
hips and thighs with his hands ; (for it does not 
appear he had any weapon of war) fo that they 
were fadly bruifed, and maimed, and lamed, that 
they could not ftir, and of which blows and bruifes 


Vulgate Latin, and to Fofephus. The memory of|multitudes died; or he fmote them with his legs 


this great event was kept up, or a cuftom bor- 
rowed from it, as fome learned men have obferved 
in the Vulpinaria of the Romans, mentioned by 
Ovid z, and’ others, which bore a great refemblance 
tothis, and which was obferved at the fame time 
ef the year, about the middle of /pril, or ca- 
lends of May ; which exadtly agrees with the time 
of wheat-harveft in Pal/efiine; when in the circus 
they ufed to fend out foxes with burning torches 
fixed to their backs. Nor need this affair of Sam- 
fon’s{eem more ftrange or incredible, than the great 
number of creatures brought into the Crrcus at 
Rome, to be feen there together. Sy/la firlt intro- 


p. 196 = Fafti, I. 4. 


® Vopifcus in vita Probi. © Jb. in vita ejus. 


on their thighs, kicked them about at pleafure, 
which kicks numbers of them never got over ; 
or the meaning of the proverbial expreffion is, he 
laid on them at a great rate, and fmote them here 
and there, and any where, which iffued in the 
death of many of them: the Yergum is, * he 
fmote them horfe and foot,” their cavalry and in- 
fantry, deftroyed them both ; but it does not ap- 
pear that they came out in an hoftile manner unto 
him, and much lefs in the form of a regular army : 
and be went down and dwelt in the top of the rock 
Etam. ‘Fofephus fays*, that Sam/on having flain 
many in the fields of the PAilifines, went and dwelt 


at. . 
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at Etam, a ftrong rock in the tribe of Fudah; and} jury done to the people of Jrael, he taking what 
which agrees with 2 Chron. xi. 6. where mention!was done to them as done to himfelf, the chief 
is made of the city Etam, along with Bethichem|magittrate and judge of J/rael. 
and Tekoah, cities in that tribe, which had its! y. 12. And they Jaid unto him, we are come down 
name either from this rock, or the rock from that.|/o dind thee, &c.] That is, they were come down 
The Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions read,{into the cave where he was; otherwife more pro- 
“in a cave of the rock of Evam ;” and the Syriac|perly they were come up to the top of the rock ; 
and Arabic verfions, in Sabaph, which is on thelthat we may deliver thee into the bands of the Pbi- 
rock of Etam, as if Sahaph was the name of a city |/iftines ; they own what was their intention in bind- 
there ; hither Samfon went, not through’ fear, or ing him, and what put them upon it was not ill- 
for fafety, but to wait for another opportunity of |will to him, but fear of the Philiffines: and Som- 
farther avenging the injuries of J/rae! on the Phi-|/on faid unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will not 
liftines. fall upon me yourfelves; which fhows he did not 
¥. 9. Then the Philiftines went up, &c. From|fear them, though they were 3000; and that if 
Palefiine, which lay low on the fhore of the Medi-|they attempted to take away his life, he fhould de- 
terranean fea :, and pitched in Fudah in the land ofjfend himfelf, but he chofe not to thed the blood of 
Judea, which lay higher, particularly in the tribe lany of them ; and rather than they fhould come into 
of Fudeh, whither they came with an army, andlany diftrefs through the Philiftines, confented to be 
encamped there: and /pread themfelves in Lehi ;\bound by them, and delivered into their hands : 
their forces were fo many, that they extended alin which he was a type of Chrift, who was be- 
confiderable way, and particularly reached to Lebi,|trayed by the Jews, and delivered by them into 
that is, which was afterwards fo called; for it has{the hands of the Romans ; and though he could 
its name by anticipation from the jaw-bone, which{have delivered himfelf by his great ftrength, would 
it fignifies, with which Sam/on flew many in this|not, but fuffered himfelf to be taken and bound, 
place, as after related. and given into the hands of his enemies, that his 
¥. 10. And the men of Fudab faid, &c.] Toljown people might go free ; fee Fobn xviil. 4—12. 
the Pbiliftines, very probably by a deputation,| y. 13. And they /pake unto bim, Saying, no, &c | 
‘which they fent unto them, to know the reafon of|They declared they would not fall upon him them- 
this formidable appearance: why are ye come up|{elves and flay him; nor would the fews put 
againfe us? in this hoftile manner, with fuch ajChrift to death themfelves, though they were vir- 
number of forces, fince they were not confcious|tually his betrayers and murderers, Fobn xviii. 31. 
to themfelves that they had dohe any thing to dif-\ut we will bind thee faft, and deliver thee into 
oblige them ; they had not attempted to caft offltheir hands; as the Fews did Chrift, and not only 
their yoke, they quietly fubmitted to their govern-|delivered him bound to the high-prieft, but alfo 
ment, and had paid their whole tribute, as Yo/e-|to the Roman governor, Matt. xxvii. 2. but furely — 
phus‘ reprefents them faying ; they could not ima-|we cll not kill thee; not with their own hands, but 
gine what fhould be the meaning of all this: azd|then they propofed to deliver him into the hands 
they anfwered, to bindSamfon are we come up; that is,jof the Philifines, from whence nothing but death 
to oblige them to bind him, and deliver him. into|could be expected ; fo that had they put him to 
their hands: to do to him as he bath done to us ;\death, they would have been acceffary to it, as the 
to put him to death, as he had flain many of their} ews were to the death of Chrift, by delivering 
people in the laft rencounter with them. him to the Gentiles, and are charged with it, Aés 
¥. 11. Then 3000 men of Fudah went up to the\ii. 23, 36. and they bound him with two new cords ; 
top of the rock of Etam, &c.| Or went down ®;\not with one only, left it fhould not be fufficient to 
that is, into the cave of the rock of Fram, as the\hold him, knowing his ftrength, but with two, and 
Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions; and fo it\thefe not old worn-out ones, but new ones juit 
is taken by David de Pomis* for a cave dug in the}made, and very ftrong; and, as Fofeph Kimchi 
rock : this was a large number that went to take one|noted by Ben Melech, were trebled, or made of 
man, the reafon is, they knew his great ftrength ;|three cords or thongs for greater fecurity ; and of 
and faid to Samfon, knoweft thou not that the Phi-\flax, as the following verfe intimates, and fuch 
iftines are rulers over us ? and therefore it muft bejare moft’ firm and ftrongeft to hold any thing ; 
a very unwife thing to difoblige and provoke them, |hence’ nets were made of flax to hold creatures in, 
when it lay in their power to opprefs them yet|fith, fowl or beafts': and brought him up from the 
more and more, to increafe their tribute, and makejrack ; the place, as Kimchi fays, where the men of 
their burdens heavier, and even take away their}%udab dwelt, being higher than the rock ; tho” 
lives: what is thit that thou haft done unto us ?\rather the true fenfe is, they brought him up out 
they afk not what he had done to them, but untolof the cave in the rock. 
us; though they mean that, but exprefs themfelves}| y. 14. And when he came unto Lebi, &c.] The 
thus, becaufe what he had done to the Philiftines,|place which was afterwards fo called, from what 
was the occafion of their coming up againft them, |happened there at this time, and where the Pdi- 
and fo eventually it was doing them ill: and be|lifines were {pread, ¥. g. this, according to Bunt- 
faid unto them, as they did unto me, fo have I done\ing*, was fix miles from Etam: the Pbiliftines 
to them they had done him ill, and therefore he|/bouted againft him for joy that they had got him 
did ill to them ; they had burnt his wife and her/into their hands, and in the citcumftances he was, 
father, with fire, and he had flain many of them ;\being bound, fo that they had nothing to fear from 
at leaft this was what he thought fit to fay in his own|him : and the /pirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
vindication ; otherwife what he did was not in a/Aim; as it at times did, and had done before ; 
way of private revenge, but on account of the in-|the Targum is, “ the Spirit of might ‘ie *Y 
.ord, 


f Ut fupra. & 77") & defcenderunt, Pagninus, Montanus ; defcenderunt ergo, V. L. Tigurine verfion. 
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Lord,” which gave hin: courage and refolution of |that is, the cafling:away the jaw-bone,; fo Kimchi, 
mind, and great {trength of body, even more but Bea Gerfom thinks it-was an high place where ~~ 
than he had at other times: and the cords that\it was thrown, and fo fignifies the elevation or — 
were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt lifting up of the jaw-bone, as the Septuagint ver- — 
with fire; as eafily parted as the flax when fire | fion renders it. . ee 
takes it, which is confumed at once: aad bis boudw| yr. 18. And be was fore a-thirft, &c.} Which — 
loofed off from his bands, by which it appears that | ‘Fo/ephus " thinks came upon him as a rebuke unto ~ 
both arms and hands were bound with the cords ;) him, for afcribing the victory he had ‘obtained to 
his arms were pinioned clofe to his body, as ‘well|his own ftrength, and not to the Lord, whereby — 
as his hands were tied together ; and thele, as in (he was fhewn his own weaknefs, and how eafily his 
the original, meléed away', like wax before the | ftrength could be reduced-; but for this there feems 
fire, or fnow before the fun, fo eafily were thefe} no foundation ; it is not to wondered at in a na- 
bands feparated from him ; this may be an emblem tural way, that he fhould be a-thirft after he had 
of Chrift’s loofing himfelf from the cords of death, }been bound with cords, after he had fo exerted 
Abts ti. 24. himfelf, and flain 1000 men with his own hand, 
y.15. And be found a new jaw-bone of an afs,\and after he had celebrated this victory with a tri- 
&¢.1 “That is, the jaw-bone of an afs lately killed, | umphant fong ; and it may alfo be obferved, that 
which perhaps had fome of the flefh upon it, the|it was fo ordered in providence, that he might in 
blood or purulent matter on it; for archi fays, |this be a type of the Mefiiah, who on the crofs, 
he had read in the books of phyficians, that the}as he was fpoiling principalities and powers, and 
word here ufed fignifies the fanies or purulent mat- triumphing over them in it, faid, I thirft, Fobn 
ter of a wound; however, it was moift, and frefh, | xix. 28. and called on the Lord, and faid, im prayer 
and fo tough and ftrong, and would bear to ftrike|to him: thou baft given this great deliverance into 
with, and give hard blows with, when an old jaw- | ¢he hand of thy fervant, he owns the deliverance 
bone would have been dry and brittle ; and per-|to be great, as indeed it was, and that it was of — 
haps the afles of thofe countries were larger than} the Lord, and he only his fervant and inftrument 
ours, and fo their jaw-bones bigger and ftronger :]in it: and now foall I die for thirft; when my lite 
and put forth bis band and took it, it lay near him, has been faved in fo wonderful a manner, and fo” 
being fo difpofed by the. providence of God at the] great a falvation has been wrought by my hands, 
time and place where his cords were loofed from|as an inftrument: and fall into the bands of the un= 
him, and he reached and took it up: and flew| circumcifed ? which would be matter of joy and 
1000 men therewith ; fach was his great ftrength, | triumph to them, and mar the glory of the deli- 
that every blow he gave in all probability killed | verance wrought. 
a man; there have been wonderful things done by} ¥. 19. And God clave an hollow place that was 
mighty warriors, but none like this; they have|iz the jaw, and there came water thereout, &c.) A 
by the ufe of warlike weapons deftroyed many, as|focket, in which was faftened one of the teeth, 
with the {word or fpear, but not with fuch an in-|and was in the form of a mortar; fo Farchi and , 
ftrument. One of David’s worthies flew 300 men} Ben Melech, as the word for an hollow place figni- 
at one time with his fpear, 1 Chron. xi. 11. and| fies; one of the grinders was knocked out, and fo 
Scanderbeg with his fword flew great numbers of the place where it had been was left hollow, and 
the Turks with his own hand at different times ;/out of that fprung a ftream or flow of water; 
what comes neareft to this is Shamgar’s killing 600 which was very wonderful, fince out of fuch a 
Philiftines with an ox-goad, ch. iii. 31. this may |place rather blood, or purulent matter, would na- | 
be an emblem of the weak and contemptible means turally have iffued ; the Zargum is, *¢ the Lord ~ 
of the gofpel, the foolifhnefs of preaching, by|clave the rock which was in the jaw ;” which Kim- 
which Chrift has conquered and fubdued multi-|cdi interprets thus, the rock was under the jaw, 
tudes to himfelf. and the rock,was made as a hollow place, and 
“ y¥. 16. nd Samfon faid, 8&c.] In a kind of tri-| therefore they call it maéées, a mortar: the fenfe 
umphant fong : with the jaw-bone of an afs, heaps\feems to be this, that. the place on which Sam/ow 
upon heaps; that is, with fuch an inftrument he|caft the jaw-bone, was a rock, and there God clave. 
had flain heaps of men, who lay dead in heaps|an hollow-place,.out of which water {fprung, and 
upon one another; in the words for an 4/3, and| which perhaps,was under the jaw-bone, and fprung 
for an heap, is an elegant paronomefia, not eafy tojunder it, and through it; and fo Fofepbus fays °y 
be exprefied in our language: with the jaw.of an|\that God at his prayer brought a fweet and large: 
als bave I flain 1000 men; this he faid not in a fountain out of a certain rock; and the words of 
proud and haughty manner, afcribing it to himfelf, | the text will bear to be rendered, and Ged clave’ 
as Fofephus fuggefts ™, fince he takes notice of the| an hollow place, which is in Lebi; that is, in the 
mean inftrument he ufed; which fhewed that he| place called Lehi, ¥. 9, 14. and not in the jaw- 
was fenfible it was not done by his own power, but| bone itfelf : and when he had drank, his fpirit came 
by the power of God, which enabled him by fuch | again, and he revived ; his {pirit was funk and gone, 
weak means to do fuch wonderful things. as it were, but upon drinking a draught of this: 
y.17. And it came to pafs, when he had made\water he was refrefhed.and cheered, recovered his 
an end of fpeaking, 8c.) Of delivering out the} fpirits, and became brifk and lively : wherefore be 
above fong, which very probably confifted of much| called the name thereof En-bakkore ; that is, * the 
more than what is here exprefled: that he caft away| fountain of him that was calling ;” of Sam/on that 
the jaw-bone out of his hand; which he held in his} called upon God in prayer, and was heard, in me+ 
hand while he was fpeaking, as a token of the won-| mory of which he gave it this name; fo the Zar- 
ders God had wrought by him through the means| gum, ‘¢ therefore its name was called the fountain | 
of it, and fo ferved to animate him to praife and that was given through the prayer of Saimfon ec 
thankfulnefs; but having no further ule for it, he! which is in Lebi unto this day; or in the jaw-bone; 
threw it away: and called the place Ramath-lehi snot that the jaw-bone continued unto the time of = 
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the writer of this book, but the name of the place 
where this miracle was wrought, which was in many falvations and deliverances, yet was not the 
Lehi; continued to be called Ex-hakkore unto that!author of perfect falvation, fee ch. xiii. 5. how- 
time, and it ntay be the fountain itfelf continued!ever he was a check upon the Péiliftines, and pro- 
alfo ; nay, Glycas ® fays, who lived but about 600} tected the Draelites from heavier oppreffions, which 
years ago, that the fountain continued unto his|otherwife they would have come under; and no 
time, and was to be feen in the fuburbs of Evez-|doubt adminiftred juftice and judgment among 
theropolis, and was called the fountain of the jaw-|them, and was an inftrument of their reformation, 
bone. and of preferving them from idolatry; for in fuch 

¥. 20. And he judged Ifrael in the days of the Phi-\things the work of a judge chiefly lay: fome from 
iiftines 20 years.| Whilft they had the power over hence obferve, that this fhews the years of fervi- 


the J/raelites, who were not entirely delivered out;tude and bondage are included in the years of the 
of their hands by Sam/on, he only began to deli- Judges, 
ver them, but did not completely do it; though| 


335 


he got many advantages over them, and wrought 


CE ALP Xvi 


N this chapter we have an account of Sam/on’s 

too great familiarity with two harlots ; by the 
one he was brought into great danger, and nar- 
rowly efcaped, ¥. x3. and by the other he was 
betrayed into the. hands of the Pdilifines, having 
got the fecret out of him wherein his great ftrength 
lay, ¥..4—20. who having him in their hands, 
put. out his eyes, imprifoned him, and in their 
idol-temple made fport of him, ¥. 21—25. where 
ptaying for renewed ftrength from the Lord, he 
pulled dowh the temple, and deftroyed multitudes 
with the lois of his own life, ¥. 26—31. 


my to the Philiftines; his name was well known 
for his great exploits, and rung throughout Pale- 
ine, and was a terror to the whole country : axa 
they compaffed him in; not that they furrounded 
the houfe where he was, which perhaps they might 
not certainly know, but they fecured all the avenues 
and gates of the city, made them faft, and placed 
guards there, that he might not efcape their hands : 
and laid wait for him all night in the gates parti- 
cularly at that gate, where if he went out for his 
country, he muit pafs: and were quiet all the night; 
did not attempt to difturb Sam/on, or feize on him, 
if they knew where he was; knowing his’ great 
¥. 1. Then went Samfon to Gaza, &c.] One of|ftrength, and what a tumult might be raifed in 
the five principalities of the Pdiliftines, which was|the city, they faid nothing of it to any body that 
10 miles from A/eelon, as Sandys 4 {ays 5 who alfo|paffed, what they were placed there for, left it fhould 
defcribes ‘it, as ftanding upon an hill environed|come to his ears ; they made as if they were deaf 
with vallies, and theie again well nigh inclofedjand dumb, as fome interpret it, and heard and 
with hills, moft of them planted with all forts of|knew nothing : faying, in the morning when it is 
delicate fruits; and, according to Bunting‘, 42\day we foall kill him; when they fhould better 
miles from Ramath-lehi, the place where we laft|know him, and make fure their blow at him, and 
hear of him, fee the notes on 4mos i. 6. and on}do it fuddenly, unawares to him, as he came to 
Zeph. ii. 4. what he went hither for is not eafy to|the gate, to pafs through it. 
fay; it fhowed great boldnefs and courage, after he] ¥. 3. And Sam/on lay till midnight, and arofe at 
had made fuch a flaughter of the Philiftines, to|midnight, &c.] Either not being able to lie any 
venture himfelf in one of their ftrongeft cities,|longer through the conviGtion of his confcience 
where he muft expect to be expofed to dan-|for his leudnefs, or being warned by a dream, or 
ger; though it is highly probably this was al/having an impulfe upon his fpirit, which fuggett- 
long time after his laft rencounter with them: andled to him that wait was laid for him, and the dan- 
faw there.an harlot, and went in unto her, the Tar-|ger he was in ; and coming to the gate of the city, 
gum renders it an innkeeper, one that kept a vic-|which he found fhut and faft barred and bolted, 
tualling-houfe ; {0 Kimchi, Ben Gerfom and Ben\and the watch perhaps afleep, not expecting ‘his 
Melech interpret it; into whofe houfe he went for en-|coming until day-light : and took the doors of the 
tertainment and lodging, and very probably in-the|gate of the city, and the two pofts, and went away" 
dufk of the evening ;.and the woman that kept| with them, bar and all; did not ftand to break 
_this houfe might herfelf be an harlot, or however open the doors of the gate, but took the two fide- 
Sam/on {aw one in her houfe, with whom he was} pofts up, on which the folding doors of the gate 
captivated, and went in unto her, or had criminal! were hung, out of the ground in which they were 
converfation with her; it feems as if he did not}faftened, with the bar which went acrofs the doors 
turn in thither with any. fuch wicked defign, but|for the fecurity of them : and carried them up to the 
on fight of the perfon was infnared to commit] top of an hill that is before Hebron ; if this hill’ was 
Jeudnefs. with her; and, as Lyra fays, there were|near Hebron, as the words:thus’ read feem to in- 
many hotteffes in fome places, and fo here, who]timate, he muft carry the gates 20 miles upon his 
too eafily proftituted themfelves to their guefts.. | fhoulders, for fo far was Hebron from Gaza; fo 
¥. 2. And it was told the Gazites, &c.] The} Fofepbus fays it was over Hebron; but according 
inhabitants of Gaza, the principal ones of it, the}to Adrichomius', it was near Gaza, looking to- 
" magiflrates of the,city, either by fome perfons that|wards Hebron; and fo Sandys fays *, in the valley; 
faw him come in, who knew him, or by the har-|on the eaft-fide of the city, are: many {trageling 
lot into whofe company he fell, to whom he made buildings, beyond which there is a hill more emi- 
himfelf known : /aying, Samfon is come hither ; the|nent than the reft, on the north-fide of the way 
_ man fo famous for his ftrength, and fuch an ene-|that leads to. Babylon, faid to be that to which 


Samfon 
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Samfon carried the gates of the city. It is very 
probable, as fome tnink, that it was between Gaza 
and Hebron, in fight of both eities, which may be 
meant by the phrafe defore, or on. the face of ; be- 
ing fo high might be feen as far as Hebron, as well 
as at Gaza. This was an emblem of Chrift’s 
refurrection, of whom. Samfon was a. type, who 
being encompafied in a fepulchre, and. fealed ‘and 
watched by foldiers, broke through the bars of 
death and the grave, and carried off the doors in 
triumph ; and in a fhort time afcended to heaven, 
whereby he declared himfelf to be the Son of God. 
with power. It was ufual for doors and bars of 
gates to be carried in triumph, and laid up in tem- 
ples”; and the ews fay, thefe doors were not 
lefs than 60 cubits, and fuppofe Sam/on’s fhoulders 
to be as broad *. ‘ ' 

y. 4. And it came to pafs afterwards, that be 
loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, &c.] Which, 
according to Adrichomius’, was but half a mile 
from the brook jacol, from whence the fpies 
brought a bunch of grapes, as a fpecimen of the 
fruit of the land of Canaan; and this valley of Sorek 
feems to have been famous for the beft wine, and 
hither Sam/on retired for refrefhment and pleafure ; 
but, according to Ferom, it was on the north of 
Eleutheropolis, where, he fays, was fhewn a vil 
lage in his time called Caphar-forech, near the vil- 
lage Zorah, from. whence Samfon was; and Bunt- 
ing * makes it to. be 12 miles from Hebron, and 12 
from Ferufalem,; where he met with a woman he 
loved ; whether fhe was an J/rae/ite, or one of the 
daughters of the Philiflines, they now being the 
rulers of J/rae/, is not faid; moft likely the latter, 
as fay Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel, fince the lords of 
the Philifiines were fo intimate with her, and were 
entertained in her houfe, and fhe fhewed more re- 
fpeét to them than to Samfon. The Jews ‘ays, the 
became a profelyte, but if fhe did, there is very 
little evidence of her being a fincere one: fome 
have thought, that the courtfhip to her was alaw- 
ful conjugal love ; that falling in love with her, he 
courted and married her; but this is not very likely, 
fince no mention is made of his marriage to her, 
nor did he take her home, but dwelt in her houfe: 
it rather feems to be an impure and unlawful love 
he had to her, and that fhe was an harlot, as fo- 
fephus®; and all her conduct and. behaviour con- 
firm the fame: whofe name was Delilah; the ews 
fay °, fhe was fo called, becaufe fhe weakened the 
heart and fpirit of Samfon, and weakened his 
ftrength, and weakened. his works; and therefore 
if this had not been her name, they fay it was one 
very proper for her. , 

y¥. 5. And the lords of the Philiftines came up unto 
ber, &c.] Having heard that Samjon kept com- 
pany with her, fhe being a noted. ftrumpet, like 
Lais among the Grecians. Thefe were in number 
five, as. appears from ch. iii, 3. and had under 
them five principalities, into which Paleftine was 
divided ; and thefe, if not united in their govern- 
ment, which poffibly might be the cafe at this 
time, yet were united againft their common enemy 
Samfon; and being great perfonages, it is thought 
by fome they came not themfelves to this harlot’s 
houfe, but fent a deputation of five perfons in their 

names, though the text is very exprefs here and 
after: they are faid to come up to her, becaufe 
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their country lay on the fhore of the fea, and 
lower than Judea: and faid unto her, entice him, 
perfuade him with foothing and flattering words ; 
take an opportunity when in an amorous mood to 


improve her intereft in his affections: and fee 


wherein bis great firength lieth, for it might not 
appear by the bignefs of his body, or from his na- 
tural conftitution, and in the common aétions of 
life, but only at certain times, and as it fhould 


feem when he pleafed; and he might have been 
heard to fay that it was a fecret he kept to himéelf, 
and no man knew it; or they might fufpect fome- 
thing of magic in the cafe, that he carried fome- 
thing about him, which if it could. be got from 


him, would deprive him of his ftrength: and by 


what means we may prevail againft him, that we 
may bind him to afi him ; to humble him, bring 
him low, and reduce him to the common condi- 
tion of men; they did not propofe to kill him, 
which they might think fhe would not agree to, 
and fo reject their propofal at once, but at moft 
to diftrefs him, and to chaftize him with mockings 
and {courgings, bonds and. imprifonment, for the 
mifchief he had indeed done them, and prevent 
him from doing more: and we will give thee, every 
one of us, 1100 pieces of filver; or fhekels; it 
may feem ftrange that they fhould promife each 
1100: fome think their principalities offered each 
1000 fhekels, and the princes themfelves 100 ; but 
Abarbinel fappoles, that this was on fome account 
or another, in thofe times an ufual fum or compu- 
tation, fince the Jame is mentioned in the follow- 
ing chapter ; though it may be obferved, that thefe 
five feveral fums put together, make a round num- 
ber 5500 pieces of filver; which, taking them to 
be thekels, according to Wa/erus *, they amounted 
to 1375 rix-dollars, and of He/vetian money 3666 
pounds, and a little more, and of our money near 
700 pounds fterling ; a confiderable bribe, and very 
tempting to a perfon of fuch a character, and which 


fhe readily embraced, as appears by what follows. 


¥. 6. And Delilah faid to Samfon, &e.] Ata 
proper opportunity, when in his cups and carefiés, 


as Fofephus relates *, and introduced it in an artful 
manner, admiring his ftrange exploits, and won- 
‘dering how he could perform them: sel) me, I 
pray thee, wherein thy great ftrength lieth ; which 


fhe propofed feemingly out of mere curiofity, and 
as it would be a proof of his affection to her, to 
impart the fecret to her: and wherewith thon 
mightiot be bound to afflict thee ; not that fhe fug- 
ge{ted to him that fhe was defirous to have him 
afflicted, or to try the experiment herfelf in order 
to afflict him, but to know by what means, if he 
was bound, it would be afflicting to him, fo that 
he could not relieve himfelf ; fhe knew he might 
be bound, if le would admit of it, as he had been, 
but fhe wanted to know how he might be bound, fo 
as to be held, and could not loofe himfelf. 

¥. 7. And Samfon faid unto ber, 8c.) In an- 
fwer to her preffling folicitations: if they bind me 
with feven green withs, that were never dried; 
the word is fometimes ufed for nerves, and cords 
or ropes; but neither of thefe can be here meant, 
fince thefe, if moiftened or made wet, are the lefs 
fit to bind with, and the drier the better ; but rods 
or branches of trees juft cut off, fuch as faggots 
are bound up with, or green ofiers, which are 
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eafilyy bent and twifted, and may bind with; #o-{her in fuch a manner : now tell me, I pray thet, 
fog us * calls them vine-branches : then fhall I be\wherewith thou mighteft be bound, {fo as to be 


~ weak, and be as another man; which can’t well be|held. 


excufed from a lye; for Sam/on knew full well,| Y. 11. And he faid untoher, 8c.) Abarbinel re- 
that being bound would not weaken his ftrength ; prefents Samfon replying to her, that he had told 
but as he had fallen into one fin, it isno wonder|her the truth at firft, only forgot one circumftance, 
he was drawn into another: unlefs this can be un-|that the cords, for fo he takes the word for withs 
derftood, as it is by fome, as jefting with her ;]to fignify, fhould be new, fuch as were never wied 
however, it fhews that he was compos mentis, as Jo-|a8 follows : if they bind me faft with new ropes, 
fepbus * obferves, and was upon his guard with re-|#hat never were occupied; the word fignifies thick 
{pect to the fecret of his ftrength. ropes, which according to Kimchi and Ben Melech 
y. 8. Lhen the lords of the Philiftines brought up\were trebled, or made of three cords twifted toe 
to her, &c.] To the chamber where fhe was with|gether, and thofe fuch as were juft made, and had 
Samfon, the having acquainted them with what he/never been put to any ufe, and fo ftrong and firm : 
had told her: feven green withs, which bad not|then foall I be weak, and be as another man, {ee 
been dried ; jutt fuch as he had defcribed and direct-|¥- 7. 
ed to: and fhe bound him with them , taking an op-|_ ¥. 12. Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound 
portunity, very likely, when he was afleep, and him therewith, &c.] Tried this experiment with 
drunk too, according to Fofephus*: the Philiftines him, according to his directions, being very defi: 
did not attempt to bind him, fuppofing that he]rous of getting the fum of money offered her: and 
would not admit them to do it, if aware of them ;//aid unto him, the Philiftines be upon thee, Samjon ; 
and they might fear, if afleep, he might awake be-' ufing the fame words, and with the fame view as 
fore they could do it, and fall upon them and de-|fhe had done before, y¥. 9. (and there were liers in 
ftroy them; but as-for Delilab, if the had been|wait abiding in the chamber); as before, ready up- 
found atit, fhe could have excufed it asa piece of on occafion to ruth in upon him, as foon as any 
curiofity, being willing to try whether he told her notice was given them: and be brake them from off 
truth or no. his arms like a thread ; as eafily as a thread of linen 
y¥. 9. Now there were men lying in wait, 8&c.]|Can be fnapped afunder. 
Very likely fome of the fervants of the lords of the} ¥.13. dad Delilah faid unto Samfon, &c.] At 
Philiftines, who were placed privately on purpofe, another time, when fhe thought it moft proper to 
that when an opportunity offered, they might rufh upbraid him with his deception of her: bitber'so 
out, and fall upon Samjon, Jofepbus’ calls them |thou haft mocked me, and told me lies; both the 
foldiers : abiding with her in the chamber , ina pri- |times that fhe had folicited him to impart the fe- 
vate part of it, or otherwife they could not be faid |cret of his {treneth to her: tell me wherewith thow 
to lie in wait 5 iv it may mean near it; perhaps it|mighte/t be bound; tell me the real truth, and de 
was inthe next apartment to hers, where they |ceiveme no more: and be faid unto ber, if thou wea- 
were fet: and fhe faid unto him, the Philiftines be up-|\veft the feven locks of my head with the web; it feems 
on thee, Samfon ; are juft ready to fall upon thee, that Sam/fon’s hair was parted into feven locks, 
and feize thee ; this fhe faid to aroufe him, and]which no doubt hung down very long ; and now 
try whether he could break the withs or no, before|he tells her, that if thefe were interwoven with 
the called’in the men that lay in wait, and whether the warp which was upon the beam in a loom hard 
he had told her the truth or no: and he brake the|by ; perhapsin the fame room, where Delilah ufed 
withs as a thread of tow is broken, when it touch-\to weave, as was the cuftom of thofe times, and 
eth the fire 5 or fmells it * , as foon as it comes near|in various nations * ; his ftrength would be weaken- 
it; a thread of tow or linen catches the fire pre-jed; for Braunius * is miftaken in fuppofing this to 
fently, it being fo weak that it can’t ftand before the |be the beam about which the web was rolled, as he 


_ Jeaft force of it ; fo eafily did the withs give way, |is alfo in the pin next mentioned, which he takes 


and were broken, when Sam/fon did but juft ftir!to be the /patha, or lathe, with which the threads 
himfelf, and move his arms : fo his ftrength was not} are knocked together. 
known by Delilab, nor by the Philiftines, that is,|) y. 14. dnd foe faftened it with the pin, &e.} 
whereit lay, foas that it might be weakened , for|Thatis, after fhe had interwoven the locks of his 
otherwife it was known by the eafy breaking of the|hair into the warp, fhe faftened the beam on which 
withs. it was with the pin, that ic might not roll back ; 
y. 10.. And Delilah faid untoSamfon, 8&c.] Not}or elfe her machine or loom to the ground, that it 
on the fame day, but fome time after, as Kimcbi|might ftand more firmly; or the web into which 
obferves, when an opportunity offered, and he was|the hair was woven, with the hair itfelf ; which of 
in like circumftances as before; for had the im-|them is right, it is difficult to fay: but if the ad- 
mediately attacked him, it might have created|dition of the Sepiwagint verfion can be admitted as 
fome fufpicion in him of a defign againft him :}genuine, which fupplies fome things which feem to 
bebold, thou baft mocked me, and told me lies; de-|be wanting, and which beft agrees with what fol- 
ceived her with lies, by telling her the other day|lows, the whole will be plain and eafy, and which 
that if he was bound with green withs, he fhould|after the preceding verfe runs thus ; ‘* and faften- 
become as weak as other men; which fhe, out of|eft sem with a pin to the wall, then fhall I be weak 
curiofity as fhe might pretend, hadtried, and had Jas another man ; and it came to pafs when he flept, 


‘found to be falfe ; and which, the might add, was|and Delilah took feven locks of his head, and 


an argument of want of true love to her, tomock|wove zhem in the web, and faftened them with a 


| pin 
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pin to the wall,” and then it follows as here :, joined a Nazarite was, that he fhould not be thalged, ‘ 
Sana- 


and faid unto him, the Philiftines be upon thee, Sam-\and which had been teligioufly obferved in ; 
fon; as the had twice before : and be awaked out of |/on ; and whereas abftinence from wine and {trong 
bis fleep 3 in which he was during her weaving his|drink, was another part of the law of Nazarite- 
locks into the web; and thismakes it probable, |/Oip, or what fuch perfons were obliged unto, what 
that he was in the fame circumftances when fhe] Fo/ephus {ays concerning Sam/on being drunk in the 
bound him both with withs and ropes, though it;above cafes, could not be true ; fince his Naze- 
is not exprefled : and went away with the pin of the\ ritehip would have been made void by it, and fo 
beam, and with the web ; carried off not the pin of| have affeéted his ftrength : but it muft be own- 
the beam only, but the beam itfelf, and the warp|ed, that there were other things Nazarites were 
onit, and the whole web into which his hair was| obliged to, which were difpenfed with, as has been 
woven. The Septuagint verfion is, he took the|obferved in the cafe of Sam/on, a perpetual Naza- 
pin of the web out of the wall; andthe Vulgate) rite; and therefore it is probable, that the princi- 
Latin, the pin with the hairs and web. pal thing he was to regard, and upon which his 

y.15. And foe faid unto him, bow canft thou fay\ ftrength was continued, was not fhaving his head : 
I love thee, when thine heart is not with me ? &c.\\if I be foaven then my ftrength will go from me, and 
She took an opportunity, when he was carefling] 7 fhall become weak, and be like any other man; in 
her, to upbraid him with diffembled love, and a] which he fays more than he ever did before, name- 


falfe heart: thou baft mocked me thefe three times ;|ly, that his ftrength fhould go from him ; for tho’ — 


the had urged him to tell her where his ftrength|that did not arife from his hair, yet the keeping on 
lay, and by what it might be weakened, firft pre-jof that was the condition of his retaining it. 
tending it might be done by binding him with} y. 18. And when Delilah faw that he had told 
green withs, and then with new ropes, anda third] ber all bis heart, &c.] Which the perceived by his 
time by weaving his locks into the web: and bafi|countenance, and the ferious manner in which he 
not told me wherein thy great firength lieth ; the|expreffed himfelf; and Abarbinel conjectures that 
thing fo frequently and fo importunately re-|he might fwear to her, that what he faid was 
quetted. _ {truth ; and who obferves from their Radbbins, as 
yx. 16. And it came to pafs, when fhe preffed him) does alfo Kimchi, that the concluded he had told 
daily with her words, and urged him, &c.] Lay at her the truth, by his making mention of the name 
him day after day to communicate the fecret to]of God, faying’ he was a Nazarite unto God, 
him, gave him no reft, but was inceffant in her{ whofe name fhe knew he would not take in vain : 
applications to him : fo that his foul was vexed un-|and with the account he gave agreed the long hair he 
to death , could hardly bear to live, but wifhed to} wore : fhe fent and called for the lords of thesP bilifitnat, 
die, being in the utmoft perplexity what to do be-| faying, come up this once ; for it feemsas échey. were 
tween two different paffions, love and fear ; on the} returned home, finding that fhe could do nothing 
one hand chained by his luft to this harlot, that was} with him, and was not able to get the fecret out of 
continually teazing him, and whom he had not an|him ; but now believing the had it, fends to them, 
heart to leave, or otherwife that would have cleared| and intreats them to come once more, being very 
him of his difficulties; and on the other hand,|\defirous of having the money they had offered 
fhould he difclofe the fecret, he feared, and was in}her : for be bath fhewed me all bis heart ; there is a 
danger of lofing his ftrength, in which his glory| double reading of this claufe ; the Keri or margi- 
lay: or bis foul was foortened unto death“ ; it was|nal reading, which our verfion follows, is, bath 
the means of fhortening his days, and haftening|/hewed me, as being the words of Delilah to the 
his death. barbinel thinks that Sam/on was fen-|lords of the Pbilifines ; but the Cetid or textual 
fible of this, that his days were fhort, and the time}reading is, be hath fhewed er, as being the words 
of his death at hand ; which made him the more|of the meflengers to them: shen the lords of the 
willing to impart the feeret. This may put in| Philiftines came up unto ber ; thatis, from their own 
mind of the ftory of Milo, a man famous for his|country ; for it can hardly be underftood of their 
great ftrength, faid to carry an ox upon his fhoul-|coming up into her room, or chamber ; and efpe- 
ders a furlong without breathing ; of whom ic is|cially fince it follows, and brought money in their 
reported, that none of his adverfaries could deliver| and; 1100 fhekels of filver a piece, the fum 
themfelves out of his hands, but his whore could,/they firft propofed to give her ; and now being 
often contending with him; hence it is obferved of| pretty well affured of fuccefs, brought it along 
him, that he was ftrong in body, but not ofa man-| with them to pay her for the fervice done. 3 
ly foul’; and there are many other things faid* of] y¥. 19. And fhe made him Sleepupon ber knees, &c.} 
him concerning his great ftrength, which feem to|Giving him, as fome think, a fleepy potion . Or 
be taken from this hiftory of Sam/on. however encouraged him to take a nap oct iee 
¥.17. That be told ber all bis heart, &cc.] All|knees, and by her fondnefs lulled him to fleep : 
that was. in his heart concerning this affair, all] and /he called for a man ; a barber ; in former times to 
that he knew relating to it; he had told her fome-|fhave was the work of a fervant f, and fometimes of 
thing before, or at leaft what came nearer to the truth}a woman ; fhe gave orders for one to be fent for ; 
of the matter, when he directed her to the weaving] for Farchi calls him a meffenger of the lords of the 
of his locks into the web; but now he toldher all,| Philistines : and She caufed him, to foave off the feven 


which is as follows : and faid unto ber, there hath\ locks of bis head; this fhews that they were not * 


not come a rafor upon mine bead , his head had ne-| wove into one another, and made but one lock as 
ver been fhaved fince he was born; which was thel fome interpret what fhe was before directed todo : 
order of the angel that foretold his birth, and it}and fhe began to offi? him; as his hair was thaving 
had been carefully obferved to that time: for Iloff ; though he was afleep, yet he difcovered fome 
have been @ Naxarite unto Ged from my motber’s| uneafinefs, the effects of it began to appear : tha’ 
womb , one condition of which, or what was en-| the word degan here may be redundant, as in Numb, 
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xh 1. Fudg. xx. 40. and then the meaning is, 
hat fhe afflicted him, or again afflicted him ; for 
fhe had affli€ted him, or at leaft attempted it three 
times before, and therefore did not begin now; 
this Hebraifm is ufed in Mar, iv. 1. and frequently 
in Yewifh writings®: and bis ftrength went from 
him , fenfibly and gradually ; though fome under- 
ftand it of her fhaking him ina violent manner to 
awake him, and fhrieking and crying out terribly 
to affrighthim, with her.old cry of the Philiftines 
being on him, and of her binding him though not 
exprefied; whereby fhe perceived his ftrength was 
gone, and he could not loofe himéelf. 

y¥.20. And fhe faid, the Philiftines be upon thee, 
Samfon, &c.] In like manner as fhe had before, 
that fhe might have full proof that the cafe was 
really fuch, that his ftrength was gone from him : 
and he awoke out of bis fleep; wpon the cry fhe 
made: and faid ,; within himfelf, purpofing and 
determining in his own mind: J will go out as at 
other times before, as he had done at the three for- 
mer times, and did not meet with any Philiflines 
to fall upon him, and fo concluded it would be the 
cafe now, and he, if he did, fhould be able to de- 
fend himfelf againft them: and shake myfelf , that 
he might be thoroughly awake, and be on his 
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Philiftines put out his eyes : and brought bin down 
to Gaza ; which lay on the fea-coaft, and therefore 
they are faid to bring him down to it; here he had 
been before of his own will, now againft it ; here 
in one inftance he had aéted to his own fhame, by 
going in to an harlot ; and in another, to the fhame 
and difgrace of the city, and the inhabitants of it, 
by carrying off their city-gates; through whicli 
they now brought him in triumph, in order to re- 
pair the difhonour done them: ‘though perhaps 
the true reafon of carrying him thither was, that 
he might be at the greater diftance from the Jf 
raelites, fhould they think of refcuing him out of 
their hands ; and efpecially becaufe it was a very 
ftrong fortified city, it had its name from ftrength ; 
hence Mela ‘calls it Munita admodum Gaza, and 
fays, that when Camby/es made war in Egypt, he 
carried his wealth and money to this place: and 
bound him with fetters of brafs ; the Targum calls 
them chains of brafs, and the word being of the 
dual number, it is probable there were two of 
them, with which he was bound for the greater fe- 
curity : and he did grind in the prifon-houfe,; the mo- 
tion of mills by water or wind was as yet not in- 
vented, but it was ufual, as it is ftill in the eaftern 
countries, to grind with hand-mills, at which one 


guard and defence : and he wift not that the Lord\or more worked ; or with mills moved around by 


qwas departed from him, might have forgot what 
he had told Delilah of, and knew not what had 
been done to him, that his hair was fhaved off ;. or 
if he did, was not fenfible that the Lord had re- 
moved from him:; but might hope that he would 


beafts or flaves, and was a work prifoners were 
employed in, Exod. xi. 5. and xii. 29. fee If x)vii. 
1,2. and Sam/on being a {trong man, they might ex- 
pect much fervice from him this way. The Ta/- 
mudifts = underitand this in a criminal fenfe, as théy 


renew his ftrength, when he fhould ftand in need |do Yod xxxi. 10. but this is juftly rejeGted' by Kim- 
of it; but he foon found his miftake; he was|chi. 


quickly taken by the Philifines, and illufed, and 
in a little time loft his life. 


¥. 22. Howbeit the hair of bis head began to grow 


And from hence it is |jagain after be was fhaven;] It began to grow im- 


thought fprung the ftory of Ni/us, king of the Me- mediately no doubt, as it naturally would do; but 
garenfes, who is fuppofed to reign about this time ; jit is, highly probable it grew in an extraordinary 
ef whom it is reported", that the hair of his|manner, and in a fhort time became, as when it was 
“head was of a purple colour, and was told by the |/baved", as it may be rendered, and upon which 
oracle, that fo long as that was kept on he fhould|his ftrength was renewed ; not that his ftrength na- 
be fafe, but if it was fhaved off he fhould die; jturally lay in his hair, and fo naturally increafed as 
and fo it was, that when the Cretians befieged him, |that grew; but he being made fenfible of his fin, 
his daughter falling in love with Minos, the king|and repenting of it, renewed his Nazaritebip, of 
of the Cretians, cut off her father’s hair, and fo|which letting his hair grow was a token; and it. 
both he and his country were delivered into the pleafed God, who accepted of his repentance as 
hands of the enemy. genuine, of his own good will and pleafure to re- 
y. 21. But the Philiftines took him, &c.] Being|new his ftrength; particularly upon his prayer to 
affured by Delilab, that his ftrength was gone from |him, after related. 
him, of which perhaps fhe had made trial by bind-|_ .23. Then the lords of the Philiftines gathered 
ing him, and found he could not free himfelf from |them together, &c.] The five lords with their 
the bonds till fhe loofed them; or otherwife they |friends ; not directly upon Sam/fon’s being taken 


would have been afraid to have ventured to lay 
hold upon him: and put out dis eyes ; that fhould 
his ftrength return to him, he might not be able to 
fee where, and whom to ftrike, and fo be unca- 
pable of doing much milchief any more; the 
word fignifies, they dug or bored them' out; they 
plucked or cut out his eye-balls, fo that it was im- 
poffible his fight fhould ever be recovered : accord- 
inc to the Aradicverfion, they blinded him by put- 
ting fire to his eyes; the Yews obferve, that this 
was done in juft retaliation, meafure for meafure ; 
Samfon, they fay * , went after his eyes ; that is, 
by taking one harlot after another ; therefore the 


® See Lightfoot. Hor. Heb. in Mar. 4.1. Vid. Sterringe Animady. Philolog. Sacr 


Attica, five l. 1. p.33- Ovid. Metamorph. 1. 8. fab. 1. 
verfion, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 

Je earte m T. Bab. Sotah, fol. 10.1. 
tablus ; ut quum abraderetur, Junius & Tremellius. 


de Pomis Lexie. fol, 18. 3. & Milton 


7 And downwards fith. 


~ 


k Mifn. Sotah, c. 1. §. 8. 


in his Paradife Loft, 1. 8. 


and committed to prifon, but fome time after ; 
perhaps fome months: for to offer a great facrifice 
to Dagon their god in after times their god was 
called Marnas °, which fignifies the lord of mea, 
but now Dagon; who alfo had atemple at Afbdod, 
another of the five principalities of the Phili/fines, 
1 Sam. vy. 2. and feems to have been at this time 
their common and chief deity : according to Far- 
chi in the place referred to, it was in the form of a 
fith, for Dag in Hebrew fignifies a fith ; and Kim- 
chi onthe fame place fays, that from its navel up- 
wards it was in the form of a man, and from 
thence downwards in the form of a fifh®; and 

Diodorus 


. p. 248. » Panfania 

1 \"p) Siena Pagninus, Montanua, Tigurine 

1 De fitu orbis, 

> TVII W'ND utrafus fuerat, Tigurineverfion, Va- 

© Hieron. in If. xvii. fol. 39. K. P So David 
v. 462, 463. 


Dagon his name, fea-monfter, upwards man, 
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Diedorus Siculus ¢ relates that Derceto, a goddefs of|tings ; in which he was a type of Chriff. Towa 

Afcalon, another of the five principalities of Pa-jdiverfion to them to fee him in his rattling chains, _ 
lefine, its face was human, and the other part of|groping and blundering along from»poft'to pillar, _ 
its body refembled.a fith ; and the fame Lucian Jone perhaps giving him a box of the ear, ora flap of 
fays of the Syrian goddefs; and Cicero ‘ teftifies, the face, another plucking him by his nofe or- 
that the Syrians worfhipped a fith, and Porphyry *jbeard, and another {pitting in his face; and others 
fays they will not eat any ; and Gaza being a ma-|taunting at him, and reproaching hint: and they fet 
-ritime city, a fea-port, this might be their fea-god | im between the pillars, that he might be the bet- 
in this form : but Ben Gerfom in the above place}ter feen, and in which there was the direction of 
fays, it was in the form of a man; and Sanchonia-\providence to bring about what follows: “--— 
tho' making mention of Dagan, a brother of Sa-|. ¥.26. And Samfon faid to the lad that held him 
turn, Philo Byblius, who tranflated his hiftoryinto]dy he hand, &c.| And led him abouts; as' nothing 
Greek, interprets it by Siton, which fignifies corn,Jis more common now than for a blind man to be 
deriving it from Dagan, which fo fignifies ; as if}led by a boy : fuffer me that I may feel the pillars 
this deity prefided over corn, as Ceres in other|whereupon the boufe ftandeth; he might by infor- 
nations, and Jupiter Frumentarias, or Aratrius ;\mation know in what manner the houfe-was built, 


that it was fupported by pillars, if he had never 


yea, he fays he invented corn and the plough ; 
oe this be, the Philifine princes met together|been in it before when he had ‘his fight; and be 
might underftand by fome means or another; that 


to facrifice to him, not a common offering, buta 

great facrifice. It is very probable, that this was|he was near thefe pillars, and placed between them; 
a public feftival of the Philiftines, as Fofepbus* fays,|though being blind did not- know which way to di- 
i rect his hands towards them to feel them, as he 


an anniverfary one ; and perhaps was held ina 
more grand manner on the prefent occafion, fince}propofed to do, and therefore defired the lad that 
it is. added, and to rejoice, for they faid, our God|\ed him to guide his hands towards them: that I 
bath delivered Samfon our enemy into. our hands 3, for|may lean upon them; being, as he might at leaft 
though Sam/on’s harlot had done it, and they, had|pretend to be, weary,as ‘Fa/ephus fays* ; either by 
paid her for it, yet they attribute it to their God,}grinding at the mill, or thro’ being led to and fro 
fuch was-their blindnefs and ftupidity ; and yet this]in this houfe, that all might fee him, and caft 
may fhame us believers in the true God, whoare|their flouts and jeers at him. ‘ ; 
fo backward to afcribe to him the great things he} ¥. 27. Now the houfe was full of men end women, 
does for us, when fuch heathens were fo forward|&c.] Within it, who were gathered together from 
to. give glory to their falfe deities, without anyjall parts of the city, and perhaps from other places, 
foundation for it. onthis occafion : and all the lords of the Philipines 
y¥.24. And when the people faw him, &c.] Inthe|were s¢here; their five lords, the lords of Gaza, 
condition he was, blinded and, fettered, of whom|4/bdod, Afcalon, Gath, and Ekron: and there were 
and of his great exploits they had heard fo much :|apon the roof 3000 men and women ; it being a flat 
they praifed their god ; as Belfhazzar did his, Daz.|roof, as the houfes in Canaan and Phenica, and 
v.4, in hymns and fongs compofed for them, the|the places adjacent were ; fee Deut. xxii. 8. and 
fubftance of which was as follows; for they faid,|there might be fome openings or windows in fe- 
our God hath delivered into our hands our enemy,\veral parts of it, through which the people might: 
aud the deftroyer of our country; as he had been, by|fee who were below them, and were within the 
tying firebrands to the tails of 300 foxes, and let-|houfe, and what was doing there, and particularly | 
ting them go into their corn-fields, vineyards, and|could havea fight of Sam/fon through them as fol- 
olive-yards : which flew many of us; 30 men atjlows : that beheld whilft Samfon made [port ; or was 
Afbkelon, more at Timnath, and 1000 with the jaw-|made a fport of ; whilft he was buffeted and ufed 
bone of .an afs at Lebi. in a ludicrous manner. : 
¥.25. And it came to pafs when their hearts were) y. 28. And Samfon called unto the Lord, &c.} In 
werry, &c.] With wine, for which Gaza is famous|an ejaculatory, manner, by mental prayer; though 
in many writers”; with eating and drinking, dan-|he might poffibly exprefs it aloud, without bein 
eing, and mufic ; for it was ufual for the heathens|heard and obferved by the people, amidft their 
to feaft in their temples, and efpecially no doubt |noife and mirth ; and if it was heard, it might 
_ they would on fuch an occafion as this: and theyjonly furnifh out more ridicule and contempt ; and 
faid, call for Samfon, that be may make us fport , by|be it as it may, the prayer muft have been pre- 
which. it feems that what is before faid, when the|{erved by the Lord himfelf, and given by infpira- 
people faw him, y. 24. is faid by anticipation; for|tion to the writer of this book ; fince there were 
as yet he was ‘not in the temple, but in the prifon ;|none that heard it that lived to relate it to others, 
and therefore a motion was made by fome of the}no not Sam/on himfelf : and faid, O Lord God, re- 
great perfonages, that he might be fetched from|member me, I pray thee ; the office that I bear as 
thence, and they might have fome diverfion with|judge of J/rae/, the reproaches caft upon me, and 
hinr: and they called for Samfon out of the prifon-\which fall upon thy people, caufe, and intereft ; 
houfe,; fent fome meffengers to fetch him from|remember thy loving-kindnefs, formerly exprefled 
thence: and be made them fport , not actively, but|to me, the gracious promifes made unto me, and 
paflively ; it cannot well be thought, that a man of!the help and affiftance I have had from thee : aud 
io great a fpirit.as Sam/on was, and in fuch cireum-|frrengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God; 
ftances as he now.was, would eyer either by. words}and it was a prayer of faith, as appears by its be-. 
or geftures do any thing on purpofe to divert his}ing heard, accepted, and anfwered; and fhews 
enemies, and make them laugh; but he was the/that his ftrength did not come with his hair, but 
abject of their {port and feorn, and he bore it pa-| was owing to the immediate communication of it 
tiently, their cruel mockings, buffetings, and fpit-| from the Lord : that I may be at once avenged of the 


~~ 


Philiftines 

4 Bibliothec. 1. 2. p. gz. & Ovid. Metamorph. 1.4. fab. 1. v. 44; &€. * De Natura Deorum,], 4. gel 

* De Abftinentia, 1. 2.4.6. ih * Apud Eufeb. Evangel. Prepar. l, 1. p. 36, 37- * Antiqu. 1. 5, 
c.8. §.172, » Vid, Rivinum de Majumis, &c. ¢.6. §. 13. * Ut fupra, x 
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¥.29. And Samfon took bold of the two middle 

~ pillars, upon which the houfe fiood, and om which it 
was borne up, &c.] . Some have objected, that a 
building fo large and fo capacious as this was, 
could not be fupported by two pillars, and thofe 
placed in the middle, and fo near to each other 
that Sam/on could lay hold on them ; on which it 
has been obferved, that the architecture of the an- 
tients is little known to us, and they might have 
curious and ingenious arts of building now loft , 
and feveral authors have taken notice of two Roman 
theatres built by Curio, that held abundantly more 
people than this houfe did, which were fupported 
only by a fingle pin or hinge, as Pliny ¥ relates ; 
and our Weftminfter hall,’ which was built by Wil- 
liam. Rufus, and is 270 feetlong, and 74 broad’, 
and has.a roof the largeft in all Europe, is {upport- 
ed without any pillars at all ; add to all which, that 
mention being made of the two middle pillars of 
this houfe, fuppofes that there were others in other 
parts of it, though thefe were the main and prin- 
cipal ones, on which the weight of the building 
chiefly lay. 
nifies to incline or bend, as if Samfon made the 
pillars to bend or bow ; but it is a better fenfe that 
he laid hold of them: of the one with bis right 
hand, and the other with bis left; and thus he ftood 
with his arms ftretched out, as e/us on the crofs, of 
whom he was atype, as often obferved. © ~ : 
¥. 30. And Samfoy faid, let me die with the Phi- 
liftines, &c.| He fought their death, and was con- 
tent to lofe his own life to be avenged on them ; ‘in’ 
neither of which did he act a criminal part as a 
judge of I/rael, and from a public fpirit he might 
defire the death of their enemies, and feek to effect 
it by all means poffible ; and was the more jufti- 
fiable at this time, as they were not only infulting 
him, the reprefentative of his nation, but were af- 
fronting the moft high God with their idolatries, be- 
ing now in the temple of their idol, sand facrificing 
fohim. As for his own death, he did not fimply 
defire that, only as he could not be avenged on 
his enemies without it, he was willing to fubmit 
to it ; nor did\he lay hands on himfelf, and can’t 
be charged with being guilty of fuicide, and did 
no other than what a man of valour ahd pub- 
lic fpirit will do ; who for the good of his country 
will not only expofe his life to danger in common, 
but for the fake of that will engage ina defperate 
enterprize, ‘when he knows moft certainly that he 
muft perifh in it. “Befides Sam/on faid this, and 
did what “he dicgpncer ‘the direétion and influence 
of ‘the Spirit of God and herein was a type of 
Chrift, who freely laid down his life for his people, 
that he might deftroy his and their enemies: and 


_¥ Nat. Hift. 1. 36. ¢. 15. 
Peregrinatio, 1. 2. c. 3. p. 27. 


Vor. If, N°. 11. 


Kimchi obferves, that the word fig-| 


. ® Rapin’s Hiftory of England, vol. I, p, 188. 
Vid. Adriachom, Theatrum-Terrz S, p. 134. 
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he bowed bimfelf with all bis might ; having freth 
ftrengthy and a large meafure of it given him at 
this inftant, which he had faith in, and therefore 
made the attempt, and for which he is reckoned 
among the heroes for faith in Hed. xi. 32. and the 
houfe fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that 
were therein who were all killed, and Sam/on 
himfelf ; anemblem this of the deftru@ion of Sa- 
tan, and his principalities and powers by the death 
of Chrift: fo the dead which be flew at his death, 
were more than they which he flew in his life, for 
befides the lords,*and they that were in the houfe, 
there were 3000, men and women on the roof, 
which fell in and loft their lives alfo; fo that it is 
very likely there were at leaft 6 or 7000 fain s 
Philo Byblius {ays 40,000, which is not probable ; 
whereas in his life we only read of 1000 flain by 
him with the jaw-bone, befides 30 men at A/calon, 
and the flaughter made when he fmote hip and 
thigh, the number of which is not known. As 
this houfe pulled down by Sam/on is generally: 
thought to be the templeof Dagon, a traveller* in 
thofe parts tellswus,* that there is now extant the 
temple of Dagon ‘in Gaza,*half demolifhed, and 
the*pillars of it are yet tobe {een but he doubt- 
lefs miftakes an edifice of a later conftruction for 
it: and another traveller > of our own country 
fays, on’the north-eaft corner and fummit of the 
hill, (on which the city is built) are the ruins of 
huge arches funk low in the earth, and other foun- 
dations of a ftately-building ;—the Jews, adds he; 
do fable this place to have been the theatre of Sam- 


fon pulled down on the heads of the Philiftines ; 


but he takes it to be the ruins of a later building ; 
fee the noteon 1 Sam. v. 2. 


¥. 31. Lhen his brethren, and all the houfe of bis 


Father came down, &c.]. To Gaza, having heard of 


what had befallen him there. This muft be un- 
derftood ef his kindred and near relations, thofe 
of his father’s family ; though it is not- unlikely 
that he had brethren’ in a'proper fenfe, fince tho’ 
his mother was barren before his birth, yet after- 
wards might have manyvchildren, as Hannah had, 
whofe cafe was fimilar to hers: and took bim and 
brought bim up ; took his body out of the ruins of 
the houfe, and brought him up on a bier; or fome 
proper carriage, to, his own country ; and perhaps 
in great funeralepomp, as a judge of J/rzel , nor 
need it be wondered at that the Philiftines fhould 
admit of it, it being ufual in all agés, and among 
all people, to allow even an enemy to bury their 
dead ; befides Sam/on’s friends had done them no ~ 
injury, only Semjon himfelf, and the J/raelites in 
general were quiet and peaceable under their go- 
vernment ;'add to this, they were now in diftrefs 
themfelves for their own dead, and might be in 
fome fear of the J/rae/ites falling upon them, and 
attempting to deliver themfelves out of their hands, — 
fince their five lords were dead, and ‘no doubt many 
more of their principal men with them; fo that 
they might judge this was not a proper time to re- 
fufe fuch a favour, left it fhould occafion a quar- 
rel, which yey were not in a condition to engage 
in; and had Jrae/ taken this opportunity, in all 
likelihood they might have freed themfelves from 
them : and buried him between Zorah and Efbtaol, 
in the burying-place of Manoab his father ; the-for- 
mer of thefe feems to have been his native place, 
. . an 


' a Baumgarten. 
> Sandy’s Travels, 1. 3. p. 116, 
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and the other was near it ; arid between thefe the thefe twenty years ; fome would infer from “hence As 
Spirit of the Lord firft began to move him, and|that he judged J/rael 40 years, 20 in the days of va 


here his father’s fepulchre was, in which he was|the Pbili/tines, as it is exprefied in the above place ; 
laid; fee ch. xiii. 2,25. and be judged Irael20\that is, when they had the dominion over rael, 


years; by diftreffing and weakening their enemies ;;and 20 more afterwards ; but it does not appear | 


and though he did not compleat their deliverance|that their dominion over J/rael ceafed in his time. 

out of their hands, yet no doubt their oppreffions In the Ferufalem Talmud * it is alfo faid, that he - 
were fewer, and their burdens eafier on his ac-|judged I/rael 40 years, but for it there is no foun- 

count; the time of his judging J/rael is obferved/dation ; nor is the reafon given of any force, that 

before, ch. xv. 20. and here repeated forthe con-|the Philiftines feared him 20 yeats after his death ; 

firmation of it, and the rather becaufe they yer This other Talmud * fays he judged J/rael twenty- 

now ended by his death. Ben Gerfom obferves, two years ; but the word fwo is put into a paren 

that this is faid to fhew that the time that Sam/on thefis. Se 

dwelt in the land of the Pdiij/fines is included in|! 


CiHeA TD URVIL AS ee 


gion, might be laid together fomewhat near. That. 
the facts after related were fo early done as has 
been obferved, appears from the following things ; 
the prieft of the idol, Micab made, was a grandfon 
of Mo/es, ch. xviii. 30. the Danites feeking to en- 
large their poffeffions, related in the fame chapter, 
was moft probably as foon as they were driven in- 
to the mountains by the Amorites, ch. i. 34. Ma- 
hanah Dan from whence they marched, and had its 
name from their expedition, ch. xviii. 12. is men- 
tioned before in the hiftory of Sam/on, ch. xv. 25. 
and therefore the expedition muft be before his 
time. Phinebas the fon of Eleazar, was alive 
at the battle of Gzbeab, ch. xx. 28. and Deborah 
fpeaks of the 40,000 J/raelites (flain, by Benjamin 
at it, ch. 5, 8. This man with whom the idolatry 
began was of the tribe of Ephraim, and dwelt in 
the mountainous ‘part of it : whofe name was Miz 
coh; in the original it is Micajehu, with part og 
the name Fehovah affixed to it, as Dr. Lightfoot» 
remarks, till he fet up his image, .and thencefor- 
ward was called Micah ; but according to dbar- 
binél, the former was his name whilft he was a 
child, and in his youth, and with his mother, be- 
ing a diminutive term, and when he became a man 
he was called Micah, ¥. 5. ° : 
¥.2..And he faid unto his mother, &c.] Who 
feems to have been a widow, and an ancient wo- 
man, fince Micah had fons, and one of them at an 
agé to become a prieft : the 1100 fhekels of flver 
that were taken from thee ; which were taken away 
by ftealth from her, though it may be rendered 
taken to thee’ which fhe -had taken to herfelf out 
of the reft of her fubftance, and had feparated 
and devoted it to religious ufes ; but Farchi and 
Kimchi interpret it as we do, and which feems to be 
the beft fenfe ; of the value of this fum, fee the 
note on ch. xvi. 5. and becaufe the like fum is 


HIS chapter relates the firft rife of idolatry in 
bs Trael after the death of Fo/bua, which began 
in mount Ephraim, occafioned by a fum of money 
ftolen by aman from his mother, which being re- 
{tored, part was converted to an idolatrous ufe; two 
images were made of it, ¥.1— 5. and there being 
no king in J/rael to take cognizance of it, the ido- 
latry took place and continued, and afterwards 
{pread; y. 6. and this idolater not only made one 
of his fons a prieft, but took a Levite for another, 
whom he hired by the year to ferve him, y. 


I—13. 


¥. 1. And there was a man of mount Ephraim, 
&c.] This and the four following chapters contain 
an hiftory of facts, which were done not after the 
death of Samfon, as fome have thought, and as 
they may feem at firft fight, by the order in which 
they are laid ; but long before his time, and indeed 
before any of the judges in J/rae/, when there was 
no king, judge, or fupreme governor among them, 
as appears from y. 6. and xix. 1. and xxi. 25. 
even between the death of o/hua and the elders, 
and the firft judge of J/rae/, Orhniel ; and fo Fo- 
Jephus «places them in his hiftory, and the con- 
nexion of them is with ch. it»1o. and fo accounts 
tor the rife of idolatry in J/rae/, how it gotinto the 
tribe of Dan, and fpread itfelf over all the tribes 
of Ifrael, ch. ii. 11. which brought on their fer- 
vitude to Cufhan Rifbathaim, in which time the 
Fewifh chronology ‘ places thofe events; but they 
were certainly before that, for the idolatry they. fell 
into was the caufe of it ; yet could not be fo early 
as the times of Yo/bua, and before his death ; be- 
caufe in his days, and the days of the elders, J/rael 
ferved the Lord; the reafons why they are poft- 
poned to the end of this book, and the account of 
them given here are, according toDr. Lightfoot® , 
that the reader obferving how their ftate-policy |there offered, and was given to Delilab, hence fome 
failed in the death of Samfon, who was a Danite,\have thought, as archi relates, that this woman 
might prefently be fhewed God’s juftice in it, be-|was Delilah ; but, as he obferves, it is a miftake ; 
caufe their religion had firft failed among the Da-|for this woman lived long before the times of Sam- 
nites ; that when he obferves that 1100 pieces of |/ov and Delilah: about which thou curfeaft; which 
filver were given by every Phili/tine prince for the|when fhe perceived was ftolen from her, the fell. 
ruin of Samfon, ch. xvi. 5. he might prefently ob-|into a paflion, and curfed and fwore, curfed the 
ferve the 1100 pieces of filver that were given by |thief that took it, whether of her own family or 
Micak’s mother for the making of an idol, which another ; or adiured her fon, that if he knew any 
ruined religion in Sam/on’s tribe; that the ftory of|thing of it, that he would declare it, fufpecting 
Micah of the hill-country of Ephraim, the firft de-|him of the robbery ; fome think this refers to the 
{troyer of religion, and the ftory of Samuel, of the|oath fhe had made, that fhe would devote theffil- 
hill-country ot Ephraim, the firft reformer of reli-|verto a religious ufe: and /pakeft of alfo in mine 


ears ; 
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igious worfhip: and made an epbod; a prieftly 
sarment, a linen one very probably, not fo rich an 
one with a breaft-plate to it as the high-prieft had, 
which was very coftly. Ben Meélech interprets it a 
girdle, and there was a curious girdle of the ephod, 
vith which it was girt; this may be here put for 
che reft of the prieftly garments which Micah 
provided : and Teraphim ; which were a fort of 
houfhold gods, like the Lares and Penates of the 
<omens, and by which confultations were made ; 
fee the notes on Hof. iit. 35 4. and Zech. x. 2. 
Micah propofed to have an oracle in his houfe, 
whereby he might confult the Lord about future 
things, and not be at the trouble of going to the 
tabernacle, ahd confult there by Urim and Thum- 
mim, and the fame fome take the Teraphim to be : 
and confecrated one of bis fons, who became bis prieft 
or, filled the hand* of one of them ; that is; with 
offerings, as Ben Melech interprets it ; in which 
way priefts were initiated, and confecrated to their 
office ; fee Ewod. xxviii. 41. and xxix. g, 24. or, 
as Kimchi exprefles it, he offered his offerings by 
the hand of one of his fons, and appointed him to 
bea prieft, very probably his eldeft fon. 

¥. 6. In thofe days there was no king in Ifrael, 
&c.] That is, no fupreme magiftrate, judge, or 
ruler, Fofbua being dead and Caleb alfo, and the 
elders cotemporary with them ; for what the Sa- 
maritan chronicle fays ! is without foundation, that 
Jofoua a little before his death caft a lot in the pre- 
fence of the congregation, to know who fhould 
govern after him, and the lot came to one del, of 
the tribe of Judah: but every man did that which 
was right in bis own eyes; which accounts for the 
idolatry of Micab, there being no fupreme magi- 
{trate to take cognizance of his fin, and reftrain 
him from it, or punifh him for it according to the 
law of God. 

¥.7. And there was ayoung man out of Bethlebem 
Fudab, &c | As there were two Bethlebems, one in 


ears ; of the fum how much it was, and of the 
ufe fhe defigned it for ; or rather the curfe was de- 
livered in iis hearing, and cut him to the heart. 
and wrought that conviétion in him, that he could 
not retain the money any longer, not being able 
to bear his mother’s curfe; though .4darbine! 
connects this with the following claule, bebold the 
 filver is with me; as if the fenfe was, that fhe 
fpake in his ears, and charged him with the thefi 
to his face ; faying, verily the filver is with thee 
thou haft certainly taken it ; upon which he con- 
teffed it, J took it’; but the former fenfe feems bett, 
that not being willing to lie under his mother’s 
curfe, he owned that the money was in his hands, 
and he had taken it from her : and his mother faid, 
bleffed be thou of the Lord my fon; the reverfed the 
curfe, and pronounced a bleffing on him, or with- 
ed one to him, and that without reproving him for 
his fin, rejoicing to hear of her money again. 
¥. 3. And when be had reftored the 1100 fhekels 
of filver to his mother, &c.| The whole fum, ha- 
ving embezzled none of it: Ais mother faid, I bad 
wholly dedicated the filver unto the Lord from my 
hand, for my fon to make a graven image and a molten 
image , this fhe had done either betore it was fto- 
len, and it troubled her the more, and caufed her 
the rather to curfe the man that had taken it ; or 
after it was ftolen, that if it fhould be recovered 
again fhe would appropriate it to fuch a ufe ; fo 
Abarbinel ; and by the Lord, or Fehovab, fhe 
doubtlefs meant the true God ; for fhe had no in- 
tention to forfake him, but to worfhip him in and 
by thefe images, and which fhe defigned for the 
ufe of her fon and his family, that they might not 
go fo far as Shiloh to worfhip at the tabernacle 
there : therefore I will reftore it unto thee, for that 
ufe, and fo gave him the money again, to be laid 
out in images, or to make images of it. 
¥. 4. Yet he reftored the money unto bis mother, 
&c.] Gave it to her a fecond time, not as difap- , 
proving her idolatrous intention, as the fequel the tribe of Zebulun, Fofb. xix. 15. and another 
fhews, but being defirous to be entirely quit of it,{19 the tribe of Judah, the place here defigned, Fa- 
and not have his mind difturbed with it as it had|¢a/ is added to it todiftinguifh it from the other : 
been, and that fhe might do with it as fhe thought of the family of fudab ; which refers either to the 
fit : and his mother took 200 Jhekels of filver, and\jyoung man, who was by his father’s fide a Levite, 
gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven and by his mother’s fide, as ‘farchi thinks, of the 
image, and a molten image; the other goo pieces tribe of Judab, which feems very probable, though 
fhe kept to herfelf, repenting of her vow, and be- the genealogies of families were not reckoned from 
ing unwilling to part with fo much money for fuch the mother ; wherefore he might be fo called be- 
an ufe; or elfe they were laid out in an ephod, caufe he had lived chiefly in the tribe of Fudah, and 
and Teraphim, and what elfe were thought necef- particularly at Bethlebem , but Kimchi, and feveral 
fary for the idolatrous worfhip they were about to other Fewi/b commentators, refer this to the city 
fet up ; though Kimchi is of opinion, that the 200 of Bethlebem, that was of the tribe of Fudab, 
fhekels were what fhe gave the founder for making|family being put for the tribe ; or belonged to the 
the images, and of the goo the images were made ; children of Fudah ; though one would think there 
and indeed the images muft be very {mall ones, if}was no need to have added this, fince it was fully 
made out of 200 fhekels of filver only ; fome|exprefied before by calling it Bethlebem Fudah; the 
have thought there was but one image, called h|former fenfe therefore feems beft : who was a Le- 
molten and gtaven ; becaufe after the filver was|vite; his father being, as before obferved, of that 
melted, and caft into a mould, it was fafhioned tribe, though his mother might be of the tribe of ' 
with a graving tool, as the golden calf was by|Judab: and be fojourned there that is, at Beth- 
Aaron ; but they are manifeftly diftinguifhed and |/ebem ; he was not a native, nor an inhabitant 
reprefented as two, ch. xviii. 17, 18. ed were|there, but a fojourner, it not being a Levitical 
in the boule of Micah ; in an apartment in his houte, |city.” 
ecaibak Hf them, as wspeues by thenext verfe ;] ¥.8. dud the man departed out of the city from 
here they were put and continued. — bi a Bethlebem Judab, to fajourn where be could find a 
y. 5. And the man Micab bad an houje of gods,\ place, &c.\ Either being a man that had a ram- 
&c.] Having two images in it, befides Teraphim, \bling head, and of an unfettled mind, and could 
which were a fort of idols ; and the Targum is, an|not eafily fix any where ; or elfe there being no 
~ houfe of images, or idols ; though it may be ren-|fupreme magiftrate, to take care that the Levites 


dered, an boufe of God, a temple, a place for re-|had their due maintenance, for which a meh a 
ufficient 
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and the people ther for winter, as Kimchi and Ben Melech ; and 
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fufficient provifion made by law 5 
being negligent of paying their tithes, tl chual 
none to oblige them to it, and they indifferent toj|went ia; into his houfe, and it looks asif the par- 
the true worfhip of God, and prone to idolatry ; ley was made, and the bargain ftruck at the door, - 
this man was obliged to go abroad, and feek for a| Micah being at it as the Levite pafled by, or came 
livelihood where he could, get it, and fojourn in a}toit upon his knocking at it ; he went after his 
place the moft convenient for ‘him : and be came to countel and advice, as archi, or to do his bufi- 
mount Ephraim, to the houfe of Micah, as he jour-|nefs, as Kimchi. > 
neyed not with a defign to ftay there, but called] ¥. 11. And the Levite was content to dwell with 
by the way, having heard perhaps that Micah was) the man, &c.] ‘To continue with him ; after he 
botha wealthy and an hofpitable man, and he alfo! had made trial for fome time, he liked his fervice, 
might have heard of the new form of worfhip he and his wages, and way of living ; it was all agree- 
had fet up in his houfe. : able to him: and the young man was unto himas — 

¥.9. And Micah faid unto him, whence comeft\one of his fons; as dearly beloved by him, and 
thou ? &c.] For ashe might afk for ameal, or for|ufed as kindly and tenderly, as if he had been one ~ 
a night’s lodging, it was but natural to put fuch alof his own children ;. fo ftrong were the affeétions 
queition to him, as from whence he came, andjof Micah tohim, and fo well pleafed was he with 
what was his bufinefs in thefe parts ? or whither hejhis fervice. 


there being’ thy vidtuals 5 his meat and.drink : fo the Levites 


was going ? and be faid unto him, Lam a Levite ¢ 
Bethlebem Judah; the tribe he was of was Levi, 
and fo a Levite by tribe and office, and the place 
he came Jaft from, and where he had fojourned a 
while, was Bethlehem, a city in the tribe of Fudab : 
and I go to fojourn where I may find a place ; the 
moft convenient to abide in, where he could get a 
livelihood. 

y.10. And Micah faid unto him, dwell with me, 
&c.] Hearing that he was a Levite, he thought 
him a fit man for his purpofe, and would give 
fome credit to, and put a better face upon his new 
form of worfhip, and therefore without farther 
enquiry after him and his character, invites him to 
make his abode with him : and be untome a father 
and a prieft ; afather to inftrucé him in the know- 
ledge of divine things ; fo prophets were called 
fathers, and their difciples their fons ; and a prieft 
to offer facrifices for him, and to confult before him 


y.12. And Micah confecrated the Levite, &c.J 
Inftalled him into, and invefted him with the 
prieflly office ; in like manner he had confecrated 
his fon before, by filling his hand with faerifices ; 
fee ¥. 5. and the young man became his pri, and 
did the work and office of one; this was a yey 
daring piece of prefumption in them both; in M@- 
cab, to take upon him to confecrate a prieft, who 
was himlelf of the tribe of Epbraim ; and in the 
young man, to fuffer himfelf to be put into fuch 
an office, which did not belong to him ; for tho® 
every prieft was a Levite, or of the tribe of Levi, 
yet every Levite had not a right to bea prieft, only 


ithofe who were of the family of Aaron: and was 
in the houfe of Micah; and continued there. 7 


¥. 13. Then faid Micah, &c.] Within himfelf, 


pleafed with what he had done, and with what he 


engaged in: now know I that the Lord will do me 
good; that I fhall enjoy his favour, be a happy - 


- of apparel™; fuch as was fit for one of his rank 


by his Teraphim upon occafion : and I will give man, and profper; and by this it appears, that not- 
thee ten fhekels of filver by the year ; or yearly,|with{tanding the idolatry he had fallen into, he had 
which was but a fmall fum, a poor falary for a/not utterly forfaken the Lord, but worfhipped him 
prieft, at moft amounting but to 25 fhillings, andjin and by his images ; there was a mixture of the 
fcarce fo much: and a fuit of apparel; or an order, worfhip of God, and of the worfhip of images : 

feeing I have a Levite to my prieft ; who was of A a 
and order as a prieft to wear, fo Jarchiand Abar-|f{ame tribe the priefts- were, and fo the neareft to 
binel ; or a couple of garments, as the Targum and|them of any, and which he thought would be ac- 
Septuagint, a double fuit of apparel, according to|ceptable to God, and an omen of good to hini- 
the order of the feafon, one for fummer and ano- elf. : Pa? wi 
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St Baan chapter relates how the Danites being 
ftraitened in their inheritance, fent out fpies 
to fearch the land, and fee if they could find any 
proper place to add unto it, and enlarge it, y. 
1—6. who returned and reported Lai/h as fuch, 
and encouraged the Danites to go and pofiefs it ; 
for which purpofe they fent 600 men up to it, ¥. 
7—12. and as they went, called at the houfe of M- 
cab, and took away his prieft and his gods, ¥. 
13—27. and having taken Lai/h, fet up Micab’s 
graven image there, ¥. 28—31. 


¥.4. In thofe days there was no king in Ifrael, 
&c.] No fupreme magiftrate, no judge, for it was 
before the time of the judgesy after the death of 
Folbua, and before Otbuiel the firft judge ; this is 
obferved before, ch. xvii. 6. and here repeated to 
account for the evil things done by the Danites, 
their confulting Micab’s oracle, taking away his 


verfion. 


prieft and his gods, and fetting up his graven 
image in Dan ; by which means idolatry was {fpread 
in J/rael, and brought on their fervitude to Cu/ban- 
rifoathaim, from which Othniel the firft judge was 
their deliverer : and in thofe days the tribe of the 
Danites fought them an inheritance to inane im; that 
is, a family of them, as in the next verfe, not the 
whole tribe ; for as afamily is fometimes put fora 
tribe, Job. vii. 17. {0a tribe for a family, ch. xx, 
12. for unto that day all their inheritance bad not. 
fallen to them among the tribes of Ifrael ; we rightly 
fupply the words a/ their ; for otherwife an inhe- 
ritance had fallen to them by lot, as the other tribes, 
Fofp. xix, 40. but that was not only too little for 
them, ¥. 47. but all that was allotted to them did 
not come into their poffeffion, buta part remained 
unfubdued ; and fome they had poffeffion of they 
could not keep, either through the fuperior ftrength — 
of the Amorites, or their own floth and cowar- ; 
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dice, or for want of the help of their brethren ;]how he enquired of him who he was, and, from 
feech.i9aeg3S- eet - |whence he came, and whither he was going, and 
¥. 2. And the children of Dan fent of their family|then invited him into his houfe to ftay with him : 
Jive men, &c.) According to Abardinel one out}and bath hired me; by the year for ten thekels of 
of a family, as Mo/es {ent one out of a tribe to fpy |filver, a fuit of clothes, and meat and drink, and 
the land; and fo there muft be five families con-|by this means he got a livelihood, and was fup- 
cerned in this affair: from their coajis, men of va-\ported: and I am his prieft, and that was his bufi- 
leur, from Zorah, and from Efhtael, to fpy out the\nefs to offer facrifice for his family, and to con- 
land, and to fearch it; thefe men were fent|fult his oracle for him, and for whomfoever fhould 
from the borders of the tribe, the extreme parts|apply. 
of it, as the word may fignify, where perhaps] y.5. And they faid unto him, afk counfel, we 
they were the moft prefled and ftraitened.; Zorah|pray thee, of God, &c.] They did not reprove him 
and Ejbtaol are particularly: mentioned, and were|for affuming the prieftly office, when they knew he 
the firft cities in their lot, and were the coatt of their|was a Levite, fuch was the corruption. of thofe 
inheritance, fo/. xix. 41. fee the notethere: fome|times, and the great depravity and declenfions they 
take the phrafe, rendered, from their coafis, to fig-|were fallen into ; nor even for the idolatry he was 
» nify perfons of extreme meannefs, men of the|guilty of, but encourage him in it, and thought 
loweft clafs among them; but the above-mention-|they had got a fine opportunity, which they rea- 
ed writers interpret it to a quite contrary fenfe,|dily laid hold on, to have counfel afked for them 
by Katzinim, princes, fuch as Mo/es fent to {py the|of God, about the fuccefs of the errand they were 
land ; and this better agrees with the next claufe, |fent about; to this they were led at fight of the 
men of velour, and the word ufed fignifies not|ephod, which was like that in the tabernacle, and 
only magnanimity and fortitude of mind, but lof the Teraphim, images, which, according to a no- 
wealth and riches; and thefe were fent not to fpy|tion that prevailed, when confulted, foretold future 
the land of Cazaan, but fuch places as fell to this things ; whether by God they meant the true God, 
tribe, but were pofiefled by the Canaanites ; and|who they thought would give an anfwer by thefe, or 
their errand was to obferve in what condition they | Micah’s gods, is not certain; according to the Tar- 
were, and whether fit for their purpofe, and eafy'gum of Fonatban, they meant the true God, which 
to obtain, and how they might get the pofleffion|paraphrafes it, ‘¢ afk of the Word of the Lord:” 
of any of them? and they faid unto them, go fearch that we may know whether our way which we go 
the land ; and fee if fome. convenient place can’t foal be profperous or no, whether they fhould find 
be found out to enlarge their inheritance, and give jout'a proper place to dwell in, and be able to get 
them more room and liberty for their families, now’ pofleflion of it. 
pent up, anda paflurage for their flocks andherds:| y. 6. And the prieft faid to them, go in peace, &c.] 
who-wben-they.came to mount Ephraim, which lay| After he had confulted the oracle, or had afked 
upon the borders of them: #0 the boufe of Mi-\countel by the ephod and teraphim ; either of his 
cab, they lodged there, that is, when they. werejown head, or by a voice he had heard, which fatan 
come near to the houfe of Micah, as Kimchi and might be permitted. of God to deliver, he very 
Ben Melech interpret it, they took up their,lodg-|roundly told them, that they might proceed on in 
ing in the neighbourhood of it, perhaps at a pub-|their journey with their minds quite ea‘y, and with 
lic houfe or inn; for the fenfe is not, that they|full affurance of fuccefs: before the Lord is your 
lodged in Micab’s houfe, for after this we read of| way wherein ye go; itis feen, obferved and taken 
their turning into it, as.in the next verfe. Ac-|notice of by him, and he approves of it ; it is ac- 
cording to Bunting *, this place was 24 miles|cording to his will, and under his direction and 
from Zorah and Efhtaol, ftom whence thefe men} protection, and fuccefs from him may be depended 
came. upon ; though fome obferve that this anfwer is de- 
¥. 3: When they were by the houfe of Micab, &c.]\livered in ambiguous terms, as generally the ora- 
At their inn, which might be next to it, or.as|cles of demons were, and might be taken in a 
they were pafling by it: ¢hey knew the voice of the|good or bad fenfe, as the event fhould be; as that 
young man the Levite; who had been in their country, |their way was before the Lord, and was feen by 
and they had been in his company and converfa-|him either with pleafure or difpleafure, with ap- 
tion, and they knew the tone,of his voice when|probation or difapprobation, for their good, or 
they heard it ; a particular brogue he might have. |for their hurt: fo that let it fall out as it might, 
Abarbinel conjectures, that he was finging to MZ-|the credit of the oracle was faved. 
cab’s idol, or multiplying his prayers before him:| y.7. Aud the five men departed, &c.) From 
and they turned in thither, into Micah’s houfe, and|mount Ephraim, Micab’s houfe there: and 
into the apartment where the young man was; gud|came to Laifo ; which, according to Bunting *, was 
faid unto bim, who brought thee hither ? they knew|104 miles from mount Ephraim, and fo many he 
he was of Bethlehem-judabh , they enquire therefore|makes it to be from Ferufalem ; it lay at the far- 
how he came there, who fent for him, and by what|theft. northern border of the land of Canaan, at 
means he was brought to that place: and.what|the foot of mount Lebanon, near the fountain of 
makeft thou in this place? they knew he was a Le-|Fordan'; it was four miles from Paneas, as Fe- 
vite, and that fuch an one had no bufinefs to mi-|rom fays‘, a3 you go to Tyre; it is the Ce/area 
nifter but at the tabernacle, and therefore they en-| P/ilippi.of the New Teftament, and the fame that 
quire what. was his employment here : 4 _what}is called Lefoem, Fofb. xix. 47. fee the note there’: 
hoft thou here? to fupport himfelf with, what he} and faw the people that were therein, went into 
had for his maintenance, or how he lived. _ |the city, and made their obfervations on the inha- 
y.4. And he feid unto them, thus and thus deal-\bitants of it, their number, ftrength and manner 
eth Micah with me, &c.) Told them the wholejof living: bow they dwelt carele/s, after the man- 
ftory, how he.came to the door of Micah’s houle, | ner of the Zidomians, quiet and fecures the inhabi- 
: tants 
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matter; or by way of exhortation, be /lent, either 
that the people may remain in their quiet, eafy, 
carelefs ftate, and left on hearing defigns againft 
them, fhould prepare for their defence; or, as 
Abarbinel, \eft any of the other tribes jof J/rael 
fhould hear of it, and go and take it before them : 
be not flothful to go, and to enter to poffe/s the land s 
they fuggeft, that there was fcarce any thing more 
to be done than to go and take poffeffion, and that 
it would be altogether owing to their floth and in- 
dolence if they did not. ee 

¥. 10. When ye go, ye fhall come to a people fe- 
cure, and toa large land, 8&c.| For though it 
was but one city, the territories of it were large, 
and the villages belonging to it might be many; 
which, with the fecurity of the people, might eafily 
be furprized and taken, not being upon their guard, 
are the arguments ufed by the fpies to encourage 
their countrymen to go up and take it, to which 
they add others: for God hath given it into your 
hands ; which they concluded from the ftate and 
condition they found the people in, thoughtlefs 
and defencelefs ; or it may be on account of the 
oracle in Micah’s houfe they had confulted, and 
to which they gave credit; though fome think 
their faith was grounded upon this place being 
given by lot to: the tribe of Dar, but this does 
not appear? 4 place where there is no want of any 
thing that is in the earth ; in the land of Canaan; 
meaning, that there was nothing in the whole land 
but might be found there, as wheat and barley, 
vines, fig-trees, pomegranates, olives, and honey, 
with all other neceffaries and conveniences of 
life. ; a 

y. 11. And there went from thence of the family 
of the Danites, &ec.] Or families, the fingular ° 
being put for the plural ; for it cam hardly be 
thought that fuch'a number of men, as after men- 
tioned, went out of one family : out of Zorab, and 
out of Efptaol ; the two places the fpies were fent 
from, and now had returned unto : and*upon their 
report, and at their inftigation, and by the encou- 
ragement they gave, there wete 600 men appointed 
with weapons of war, that fet out arméd from the 
above:places, on the ‘expedition to take Laz/h. 
y.12. And they went up and pitched in Kirjath- 

¥.8. And they came unto their brethren to Zorab\jearim in Fudab, &c.J * Of which place fee Fofp. 
and Efptaol, &c.] “After they had well viewed the}xv: 9,:60. According to Bunting* it was 16 miles 
city, and made their remarks on the inhabitants}from® Zorab and Ejsiaol, ‘and this ‘was their firft 
of it, the'condition and circumftances in’ which they|day’s match : wherefore they called the name of that 
were, and took noticé of-the goodnefs of the land|place Mabaneb-dan ‘unto ‘this day , which fienifies 
about it, they returned to'their brethren’ that fent|the camp of Daz,’ or of the Danites fo it was cal- 
them, particularly thofe that dwelt at the two places[led in the times of Samfon, ch. xiii. 25, and isa 
mentioned : and their brethren faid unto them, what| proof that this expedition was before his time; and 
fay ye ?_what.tidings do you bring ? what account|it was fo-ealled, it! feems,'in the time of Samuel, 
‘of the place and country whéte you have been? |the writer of this: book : ‘bebold, it is behind Kir- 
- ng. And: they faid, arife, that we may go up\jathjearim’ to the welt of it; for though they are 
againft them, &c.| That is, prepare for war, and|faid to pitch 7 that place, the meafing is, that 
-go up in ‘an hoftile manner againft thé prefent{they' pitched near ‘it, in “the fields adjacent to it, 
spofiefiors of the land, not doubting of being maf-|which were the moft “proper and’convenient for a 
cters ‘of iteafily : for we bave\feen the' land, and be-\camp. tO oO: ee 
‘bold, it is very good. . Adrichomius* fays, ‘it was| ~~. 13. And they paffed thence untomount Ephraim, 
‘very. good -pafture-land,’ aid fertile, abounding} &c.} Steering their coaft ftill north-ward; this, 
swith fruits. of all kinds; and the fame'%is  at- according to Bunting * was eight ‘miles from ir'- 
tefted by Fofepkus’: and “are ye fill? can ye fit|jathjeartm, or Mabaieb-dan, in “which Micab’s 
fil, and beeafy, and not*bettir. yourfélves to go{houfe was, for as yet they were not come to it, : 
-ap- and poffels fo good ‘a*'country, ‘of which an| {ee y. 15: Ws Tee SUS CS Se “44 
~ealy conqueft. may be. made’? or affirmatively, ye]  ¥.14. Then they anfwered the five men that went —__ 
are ftill or filent *; ye make: no anfwer to what wel to /py out ‘the country of Laifo; &c.) That were 
fay, and /icem*carelefs<and indifferent about the| {ent by their brethren, ¥. 5. and, asic! % 

« Adrichom, Theatrum Terra Sané. p. 105. w Antig. 1.5. ¢. 3. §. F 1% Ut fe : Wes af 
: 7 foe $134 * DVN CM ves autem defidetis, Tigurine verfion ; & vos quié(citis, Muniter. 

Jt fapra. id: 


tants of Zidon, whofe cuftoms they might imitate, 
whofe laws they might ufe, and might be under 
their government, fince they are faid to have no 
magiftrate within themfelves; and their carelefinefs 
and confidence might arife from their ftrong fort- 
reffes ; or rather becaufe they thought their city, 
and the land adjacent to it, did not belong to the 
land of J/rcel, and did not Know that the J/raelites 
made any pretenfions-to it, and therefore were 
quite eafy, and in no fear of them ; had no watch- 
men to guard their city, and did not take care to 
furnith themfelves with weapons of war ‘for their 
defence, even as the Zidonians ; who, befides their 
city being a ftrong and fortified one, were in no 
fear of the J/raelites, becauie their city was. not in 
‘the land of Canaan, only the border of it reached 
to it: aad there was vo magifirate in the land that 
“mizht put them to fame in any thing; to reftrain 
them from vice, and punifh them for it, or even 
to reprove and correct them, and fo put them to 
fhame ; or’ put ‘any mark of infamy and difgrace 
upon them in a public manner, that might fhame 
them; hence they lived in a diforderly and diffo- 
lute manner, whereby they became the more eafy 
prey to others: or the fenfe is, there was no king, 
nor an heir of the kingdom, as Kimchi interprets 
it, fo that there were none to conteft his right to 
the government of the place, or to accufe another, 
and put him to fhame for taking it away from him. 
Farchi takes the fenfe to be, that none needed to 
turn back his neighbour empty, when he afked 
any thing of him for his relief, fince there was no 
want of any thing in the land, as after obferved 
but the firft fenfe feems beft: and they were far 
from the Zidonians ; who were the only people that 
could help them, being in friendfhip with’ them ; 
and it may be they were under their government, 
‘as before obferved ; they are faid-’ to be about 11 
miles from them, ‘ofephus fays *; a day’s journey: 
and had no bufine/s with any man, no trade or com- 
merce, but-lived independent of others, and with- 
in themfelves, their land affording them every thing 
fufficient for them. Some -underftand- it of their 
not being in any league or alliance with any other 
people, and fo had none to call in to their affiftance 
in cafe of any attack upon them. 
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hence, were fent particularly to Laifh; they had | what do you mean by this? is this your kindnef 
fome notion of that place as proper tor them, and|to me, to take away what are my care and charge, 
therefore fent thofe men to reconnoitre it; and|and on which my livelihood depends? and do you 
now as they had paffed this way before, when they }confider the wickednefs, the fin of facrilege you 
came within fight of Micah’s houte, it put them in/are guilty of, to take away thefe facred things, 
mind 6f what they had feen there, wherefore one|thefe objects of religious devotion ? . 

in thé name of the reft, and with their approba-|_ y¥.19. dud they jaid unto bim, hold thy peace, 
tion,:.acquainted the company with it: and Jaid|&c.] Be filent, make no. difturbance, be quiet 
unto their brethren, do ye know that there is in thofe\and eafy : lay iby hand upon thy mouth; as a token 
houfes ; in one of them, pointing to the houfes ofjof filence; fo the Agyptiams ufed to paint Harpo- 
.a village or town in fight: a epbed and tcrapbim, \crates, the god of filence, with hig fingers prefling 
and a graven image, and a molten image? of which{his lips: and go with us; for they wanted him as 
fee ch. xvii. 4, 5. and no doubt but they acquaint-|well as his gods, not knowing well how to make 
ed them, not only that they had feen them, and|ufe of them without him: azd be tous a father 
fo were certain of it, but had confulted them, and| aud a prief, to direct them, inftruét them, per- 
that with fuccefs: now therefore confider, fay they,|form acts of devotion for them, and afk counfel 


what ye have to do, whether it may not be proper|on their account; it feems as if it was common 


to confult them again, or rather to take them with}in thofe days to call a’prieft a father, fee ch, xvii. 
us, to confult as occafion may require, and as) 10. is it better for thee to be a prieft. unto the boufe 
tokens and pledges of God being with us, and fo} of one man, or that thou be a prieft unto a tribe and 
may the rather hope that every thing will fucceed|a family in I/rael? fuggefting, that it muft be much 
to our wifhes. more honourable for him, and more to his advan- 
¥. 15. And they turned thitherward, &c. ] Ir| age, to officiate as a prieft to a body of people, 
feems as if the houfe lay a little out of their way,|that might be called a tribe, or to a family con- 
and therefore they turned on one hand to go unto/filting of various houfes, than in the houfe of a 
it: and came to the houje of the young man the Le-|\private perfon; this they left him to confider and 
vite, even unto the houfe of Micah; tor the young] judge of. 
man’s houfe was only an apartment of Micab’s,| . y.20. And the pricft’s heart was glad, &c.] He 
and lay very probably next to that in which thejrejoiced that fuch an opportunity offered it fuited 
images and oracle were ; and they made upto the well with his covetous, ambitious, rambling and 
young man’s apartment, rather than to Micah’s,| unfettled difpofition of mind: and he took the ephod, 
becaule the above things were under his care: and|and the teraphim, and the graven image; and no 
faluted him, afked him of his welfare in a kind and|doubt the molten image alfo, out of the hands of 
obliging manner, the rather to ingratiate themfelves| the five men into his own, agreeing to go with 
unto him. ; them, and officiate for them: aud went in the midjft 
¥. 16. And the 600 men appointed with their wea-\of the people, the 600 armed men, either for the 
pons of war, &c.] Who weré armed men, and|{ecurity of himfelf, if Micah fhould raife his fer- 
marched with their armour about them: which|vants, and his neighbours, to purfue after him, 
were of the children of Daw; for no other were con-|and fetch him back, with his images; or, as,others 
cerned in this expedition: ftood by the entering of|think, in imitation of the priefts bearing the ark, 
the gate, not of Micab’s houfe, but of the city in} who in journeying marched in the miiddle of the 
which his -houfe was; here they ftood whilit the) camp. rey: 
five men went up to the houfe. ¥.21. So they turned and departed, &c.| Turned 
y. 17. And the five men that went out to /py\from the gate of the city where Micab dwelt, and 
the land, went up and came thither, &c.] They!marched forward to Lath: and put the. little ones, 
firft came to Micab’s houfe, and faluted the young|and the cattle, and the carriage before them; partly 
man, and after that falutation, told him there was|for fafety from Micah, and his friends and -neigh- 
fuch a number of their brethren at the gate of the|bours, and partly that they might not be over- 
city, very probably, who would be glad to fee|driven: ‘their wives, who doubtlefs were with them, 
him; and the young man being defirous alfo of|though. not mentioned, and their children, and 
feeing them, and paying his refpects to them, went |alfo their flocks and herds, they brought with 
with them thither, and after they had introduced|them from Zorah and Efbtaol, as never intending 
him, left him difcourfing with them, and then re-|to return again thither, and being fully affured 
turned to his apartment: and took the graven image,|they fhould take Lazb, and the country about, 
and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten\and fettle there; and alfo all their wealth and fub- 
image ; and, brought them away with them, and|ftance, as the Targum renders the word for carriage, 
from hence it appears plainly, that there were two|whatever they were poffefled of that was move- 
images, the one graven, and the other molten,|able; their veflels, filver and gold, and other 
fince they are fo manifeftly diftinguifhed, and the|moveables, as Kimchi interprets it, whatever. was 
ephod and teraphim are fpoken of between them :|weighty, valuable and glorious, as the word fig- 
and the pricft ftood in the eniering of the gate, with|nifies, or that was of, any importance and worth. 
the 600 men that were appointed with the weapons| y.22. And when they were a good way from the 
of war, who kept him in talk, whilft the five men |hox/e of Micah, &c.] For it might be foie time 
went and ftole the above things. betore Micah knew that his gods were ftolen, and 
¥. 18. And thefe went into Micah’s houfe, &c.|\his prieft was decoyed from him ; and it muft take: 
Into that part of it where his gods were ; not the|up more time ftill to get his fervants and neigh- 
600 men laft mentioned, but the five men who|bouts together to purfue after thofe that injured 
knew the houle, and the chapel where the things |him: the men that were in the boufes near to Micah’s 
were : and fetched the carved wage, the epbod, and |boufe were gathered together, no doubt at the re- 
the terapbim, and the molten image; and brought |queft of Micab, who informed them of what had 
them away in-theit hands ‘to their brethren ar the |happened to him; and they being not only his 
gate, where the prieft alfo was.: and when he faw| neighbours, but deeply involved in the fame fu- 
them, then faid the prieft to them, what -do ye ?|peritition and idolatry, and clofely addicted to 
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it, and to whom it might in fome refpeéts be 
advantageous, as it brought people from vari- 
ous parts to worfhip, or to confult the oracle : 
thefe being got together in a body, purfued and 
overtook the children of Dan; who were obliged to 
move but flowly, becaufe of their wives, little ones, 
and heavy fubftance they carried with them. 
y¥.23. And they cried unto the children of Dan, 
&c.] When they had got pretty near them, and 
in their hearing, they called to them aloud, and 
defired they would ftop, having fomething to fay 
to them: and they turned their faces; that is, the 
Danites turned and looked at them, and ftopped 
to hear what they had to fay to them ; thefe were 
they who were in the rear in marching: and faid 
unto Micah; who was at the head of them: what 
aileft thou that thou comeft with fuch a company ? 
as if he intended to attack them in an hoftile way, 
and therefore afks what fhould be the occafion of 
it? what affront had been given him? what in- 
jury had been done him, that had provoked him 
to come out and follow them in fuch a manner? 
y. 24. And he faid, ye have taken away my gods 
that I made, &c.| Meaning his graven and molten 
images, which he had made, or caufed to be made, 
out of the filver his mother gave him, or however 
had paid for the making of; and though this might 
be an argument proving his right unto them, it 
was a very poor one in favour of their deity; and 
it is aftonifhing he fhould call them gods he knew 
the making of, and who could not fave themfelves 
from being ftolen and carried off: and the prieft, and 
ye are gone away; they had not only took away his 
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them, he perceived it was to no purpofe, fince they ~ 
were more numerous and more mighty than he — 
and his neighbours? he turned and went unto bis — 


own houfe, and if he returned from his idolatry to 
the true God, and the right worfhip of him, hav- 
ing loft his gods, it was well for him they were 
taken away. ! 
y¥.27. And they took the things which Micah haa 
made, &c.| The ephod, teraphim and the two 
images, the Danites took them, or having taken 


them kept them, and went on with them: aad the _ 


pric which be had; him alfo they took, and who 
was willing enough to go withthem: aad came unto 
Laifh, unto a people that were quiet and fecure, hav- 
ing no centinels placed at any diftahce to give them’ 
warning of an enemy, nor any watchmen on their 
walls to defcry oné and perhaps their gates not 
fhut, nor any guard at any of their pafles and ave- 
nues, having no. apprehenfion at all of being vi- 
fited by an enemy, efpecially from J/rae/, not be- 
ing apprized that they had any pretenfions to their 
city, and the, land about it: and they /mote them 
with the edge of the fword , entered their city, and 
fell on them fuddenly, and cut them to pieces: 
and burnt: the city with fire , to ftrike terror to all 
about ; or it may be only they fet fire to fome part 
of it, as they entered, only to frighten the inha- 
bitants, and throw them into the greater confufion, 
that they might become a more eafy prey to them; 
for their intention was to inhabit it, and it feems 
to be the fame city ftill, though they rebuilt it, and 
called it by another name. 

¥. 28. And there was no deliverer, becaufe it was 


gods, but the prieft that facrificed for him unto] far from Zidon, &c.] Under whole government 


them, and affifted him in aéts of devotion to them, 
or toGod by them, and were gone off with both: 
and what have I more ? fignifying, that all he had 
in the world, wife, children and fubftance, were 
all nothing in comparifon of thefe; there was no- 
thing he fo much valued as he did thefe, nor could 
he take any pleafure or comfort in any thing, be- 
ing deprived of them, fo much was his heart fet 
on them: and what is this that ye fay unto me, 
what aileth thee? what. a queftion is this you afk, 
as if the injury done me was none at all, and that 
I had no reafon to complain; that it was a trifling, 
infignificant thing, worthy of no regard, when it 
was a matter of the greateft moment and impor- 
tance to him in hfe? 

¥.25. And the children of Dan faid unto him, let 
not thy voice be heard among us, &c.] Complain- 
ing of us as having done an unjuft thing, charging 
and reproaching us with theft and facrilege, infift- 
ing upon a reftoration of the things taken, and 
abufing with odious names and characters: Jef 
angry fellows run upon thee, \eft men of bitter and 
paffionate fpirits, provoked by ill language given 
them, fhould draw their {words and fall upon 
thee: and thou lofe thy life, and the life of thy 
boufbold , the life of himfelf, his family, fervants, 
tenants and neighbours with him, which ought to 
have been more precious and valuable than his 
gods; of which there was great danger in demand- 
ing his gods, which by this they let him know they 
would hot part with. 

¥.20. And the children of Dan went their way, 
&c.] Went their way, would not ftay to have 
any farther talk with him, as being an impertinent 
man, and unworthy of their regard, bidding him 
defiance, and do his worft, having nothing to fear 
from him: and when Micah faw they were too firong 
for bim; that he-could not prevail upon them by 
words and arguments; to take up arms, and ule 


and protection they feem to have been; and that 
city being at a diftance from them, and the Dan- 
ites coming upon them fuddenly, there was no 
time to fend to them for help, or any to come in to 
their affiftance, and fave them from their enemies, 
fee ¥. 7. and they had no bufine/s with any man; 
that could have given them notice of the defign 
of the children of Dan againft them, nor to the 
Zidonians to come foon enough for their protec- 
tion and defence; none there were in alliance with 
them except them: and it was in the valley that 
lieth Zy Beth-rebob ; which lay in the northern bor- 
der of the land of Canaan, as you go to Hamath of 
Syria, Numb. xiii. 21. fee the note there: and they 


built a city to dwell there; not anew one altogether, 


but. they rebuilt and enlarged Lai, and made it 
convenient for them to dwell in. : 
¥. 29. And they called the name of the city Dan, 
&c.] The name of their tribe, and to fhew, that 
though they were at the fartheft part of the land 
northward, and at fuch a diftance from their tribe, 
which lay to the fouth-weft, yet they belonged to 
it: after the name of Dan their father, who was 
born unto Ifrael, one of the twelve fons of Jacob 
or Ifrael: however, the name of the city was Laifh 
at jirft; which fignifies a ion, and might be fo 
called from its being infefted with lions, which 
might come from the mountain of Lebanon, near 
to which it was, and whither Daz, as a lion’s whelp. 
leaped, Deut. xxxiii. 21. and now the prophecy had 
its accomplifhment. This place was alfo called 
Lefbem, Fofb. xix. 47. and it is remarkable, that 
Lefbem is the name of the precious ftone in 
high-prieft’s breaft-plate, on which the name of 
Dan was engraved, which was done many years 
before this city fell into the hands of the ‘Deut 
though that might portend it. a 
¥. 30. And the children of Dan fet up the graven 
image, &c.] In their new city Dan, and vety pro- 
i bably 
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bably had a houfe built for it, oe to it, in 
the fame place where Feroboam, in after-times, fet 

‘up one of his golden calves. The Danites having 
-fucceeded, according to the oracle in Micah’s houfe, 
they had a very great veneration for the images 
they brought away with them from thence, and 
fet them up for religious worfhip in a proper place ; 
for though only mention is made of the graven 
image, yet no doubt the molten image, and the 
teraphim, ‘with the ephod, were all placed toge- 
ther for devotion and confultation: and Fonathan 
the fon of Gerfoom, the fon of Manaffeh, he, and bis 
fons were pritfts to the tribe.of Dan; not to the whole 
tribe, but to that part of it which refided in this 
city, called Dan; and this Fonathan feems to be 
no other than the Levite Micad took into his houfe, 
and made a prieft of; and whom the Danites took 
with them to Laifh, to be their prieft, who is 
faid to be the fon of Gerfbom, the fon of Manaffeb: 
now Gerfoom was the fon of Mofes, and this man 
is thought by fome to be a grandfon of his; and 
with this agrees the time in which he lived, for as 
Phinckas the grandfon of Aaron was now living, 
ch. xx. 28. fo might a grandfon of Mo/es; and 
though he is called a young mfan, he might be a 
younger fon of Gerfhom’s; nor is his being a Le- 
vite any objection, fince it is a clear cafe that Mo/es 
made no provifion for his family, fo difinterefted 
was he, which may be ‘obferved againft the deifts : 
and it is remarkable that the nun, or N in Ma- 
nafjeb, is fufpended over the other letters in our 
printed copies of the Hebrew bible, and fo without 
it may be read, Mo/es ; and the Fews * have a no- 
tion, that this was done for the honour of Mojes, 
and to obferve that he was more like a fon of AG- 


CHA 


1 ln chapter gives an account of a fad af- 
- fair of a Levite and his concubine, and of. the 
bad confequence of it, how that fhe played the 
whore, and went away from him to her father’s 
houfe, whither he followed her, and where he was 
kindly entertained by her father feveral days, y. 
i1—g. and then fet out on his journey to his own 
country ; and pafling by Jebus or Ferufalem, he 
came to. Gibeab, and could get ‘no ‘lodging, y. 
yo—1s5. but at length was‘taken in by an old 
man, an Ephraimite, ¥. 16—21. when the houfe 
where he was, was befet by fome wicked men in 
Gibeah, with the fame intent as the men of Sodom 
befet the houfe of Lot, ¥. 22—24. and after fome 
expoftulation of the old man with them, the con- 
cubine was brought out to them, and abufed by 
them even unto death, ¥. 25—28. upon which 
the Levite her hufband cut her into 12 pieces, 
and fent them into all the-coafts of [/rae/, which 
was fhocking and furprizing, ¥. 29, 30. the con- 
fequence of which is related in the next chapter. 


y.1. And it came to pafs in thofe days, when 
there was no king in Ijrael, &c.| The fame is 
obferved in ch. xvii. 6. and xviii. 1. and refers 
to the fame times, the times before the judges, 
between them and the death of Fefsua, during 
which time there was no fupreme magiftrate or 
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naffeh than of Mofes; though rather this being the 
firitt letter of ws) to forget, may fuggelt, as 
Aiting * obferves, that he had forgot the virtues 
of his grandfather ; and the Vulgate Latin verfion 
reads, the fon of Mofes; and fOme° are of opinion, 
that this is the true reading of the text; though 


it may be that another Gerfhom than the fon of 
Mofes, and another Manaffeb we know nothing of, 
are here intended, fo Marcus Marinus‘: however, 
this man, and his fons in fucceffion after him, 


were priefts in Dan, until the day of the captivity 


of the land; not till the captivity of Sexacherib or 
Salmanefer,when Daa,with the reft of the ten tribes, 
were carried captives, as Farchi, for this idolatry, 
and thefe idolatrous priefts, can hardly be thought 
to be continued here through the times of Sa- 


muel, David and Solomon: nor is it to be under- 
ftood of the captivity of [rael by Fabin king of 


Canaan, as Ben Gerfom; for as the other is too 
long a time, this is too fhort, fince it is clear by 
the next verfe, that this idolatry continued all the 


time the houfe of God was at Shiloh; and which 


direéts us to the captivity here fpoken of, when the 


ark was carried captive by the Phili/ftiies, and the 
houfe of Shilob was forfaken ; which is the fenfe of 


Kimchi, R. Iaich, and Abarbinel, and may be illu- 
{trated and confirmed by fome paffages in Pf 


Ixxvill. 58, 59, 60, 61. 

¥. 31. And they fet them up Micab’s graven image, 
which be made, &c.] Which is repeated for the: 
fake of the titne of its continuance next ex- 
prefled : all the time the houfe of God was in Shilob , 
which, according to fome Fewi/h writers *, was 360 
years; that is, fo long as the tabernacle was there, 
which was afterwards removed to Nod. 


P, . ATX, 


ruler in J/rael, which is meant; and this is ob-« 
ferved as before, to account for wickednefs being 
committed with impunity, fuch as adultery, fo- 
domy, murder, &c. afterwards related : that there 
was a certain Levite fojourning on the fide of mount 
Ephraim; in a city that was on one fide of .that 
mountain; it feems not to have been a Levitical 
city, becaufe he was only a fojourner in it; per- 
haps he chofe to refide there, as being near to the 
tabernacle at Shiloh, which was in that tribe: who 
took to bim a concubine out of Bethlebem-judah, the 
fame place from whence the wicked Levite came, 
fpoken of in the preceding chapters, and who was 
the means of fpreading idolatry in J/rae/; and here 
a wicked concubine of a Levite comes from the 
fame, and was the caufe of great effufion of blood 
in I/rael ; which two inftances may feem to reflect 
difhonour and difgrace on Bethlebem, which were 
wiped off by the birth of fome eminent perfons in 
it, as Boaz, Feffe, David, and efpecially the Mef- 
fiah. The woman the Levite took from hence, is in 
the Hebrew called a wife, a concubine*; for a con- 
cubine was a fecondary wife, taken without efpou- 
fals and a dowry: fome think they were efpoufed, 
though there was no dowry, and were reckoned 
truly wives, though they had not all the honour 
and privilege as others ; and that this woman was 
accounted the wife of the Levite, appears from his 

being 


© See Dr. Kennicott’s 
& Maimon. 
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The ‘time the Levite had agreed to ftay being yy 7 “ 
when they arofe early in the morning ; the Levite, 


AEA 


being called her hufband frequently ; and her fa- 
ther is faid to be his father-in-law, and he his fon-} 
in-law; nor could fhe have been chargeable with|his concubine and fervant, in order to fet out on 


adultery otherwife. their journey: that be arofe to depart, the Levite 
¥. 2. And his concubine played the whore againft\rofe up from his feat to take his leave of his father- 
him, &c.] Was unfaithful to him and his bed,}in-law, and depart from his houfe, and proceed on 
.and broke the covenant and agreement between his way homeward ; for rifing out of his bed, is ¥ 
them ; or with bim', whilft fhe was with him ip before exprefled : and the dam/el’s Janes to his ; 
the houfe; or before him*, of which he had know- Jon in-law, comifort thy heart with a morfel of bread 5: 
ledge and full proof; though fome think this is take a breakfaft firft, that he might be fitter, for » 
not to be underftood of whoredom or adultery,}his journey, for bread comforts or ftrengthens mens 
but of her ill ufage of him, and departure from|hedrts, Pf. civ. 15. though here it may be put for 
him. TheTargum is, fhe defpifed him; fo Kim-tany, and all forts of provifions, whatever ogee 
chi and Ben Gerfom interpret it, of her declining} proper to take early in a morning, and before etting 
and turning afide from him, and returning to, her}outon a journey : and afterwards go your way; he 
father’s houfe, as follows: and. indeed, had fhe}feemed as if he was willing he fhould fet forward, 

‘ been guilty of fuch a crime, one would think he after he had refrefled himielf with a meal. 
would never have fought after her to reconcile] ¥. 6. And they fat down, &c.] Not only fat 
her, and take her again, fince fhe not only deferved down upon their feats again, the Levite having 
to be put away, but to be put to death according}role up in order to go away, but fat down at table : 
to the law of God: aud went away from him to ber and did eat and drink both of them together; both 
father’s boufe to Bethlehem-judah; where fhe was|the Levite and his father-in-law ;.and it appears 
received, as fhe knew fhe fhould, having a parenc|by this, and what follows, that the Levite did not 
perhaps too indulgent, and which was an encou-|take only a fhort repaft, or breakfaft with him, 
ragement to her to leave her hufband : and was|but ftayed and dined with him, when they ate a 
there fone whole months; or a year and four months, plentiful meal, and drank freely after dinner : for 
according to Ben Gerfom ; fo Kimchi. and Ben Me- the damfel s father had faid to the man, be content, 
lech obferve the copulative and, is wanting, which|/ pray thee, and tarry all night, and let thine beart 
is exprefled in 1 Sam. xxvii. 7. and yamim days is|%e merry ; let us {pend a pleafant evening together, 
‘fometimes ufed for a year, fee ch. xiv. 8. and xy. |in drinking freely, though not to excels, in chear- 
1. and_xx1. 19. ‘ful converfation, and innocent, mirth. . This he 

¥. 3. Aud her bufband arofe, &c.] From the}propofed to him, and hoped he would agree ~ 

place where he lived: and went ‘after her, to{toit. | iy a 
“Betblebem-judab, where her father lived: to /peak| ¥-7- 4nd when the man rofe up to depart, Sc.) 
comfortably to ber , or to ber heart'; having heard|Rofe up from table, having eat and drank fuffi- 
perhaps that fhe repented of her fin, or if it was/Ciently, in order to depart the houfe, and proceed 
only upon a quarrel between them,, his anger might|0n his journey : Ais father-in-law urged him; with 
cool and fubfide, and therefore fought for.a recon-;much entreaty, and earneft folicitations, that he ~ 
ciliation ; and which was the more commendable|would ftay all night with him: ¢herefore he lodged 
_in him, as he did not put her away, but fhe de-|¢here agam, another night, being prevailed upon 
parted from him: and to bring ber again; to his|through his father’s importunity. : 

own. city, and to his own houfe and bed, as be-|_¥. 8. |dud he rofe early in the morning on the 
fore : having bis fervant with him, and a couple of {th day'to depart, &c.| With a full intention! te! 
affes ; one of them for her to ride upon, and the|take his leave of his father, and be gone: amd the 
other to carry provifions on: and fhe brought him\damfel’s father faid, comfort thine heart, 1 pray thees 
-into her father’s haufe; it feems fhe met with him|with a meal’s meat, with a breakfaft, before he fet 
-before he came thither, in the fields, or in the}out on his journey, that he might be heartier and 
ftreet ; and by this. it appears, that. fhe was glad to|ftronger for it: and they tarried until afternoons 
fee him, and received him.in a loving manner,|or watil the decline of the day", when the fan had ~ 
.and introduced him into. her father’s houfe, fo that|paffed the meridian, and was declining, as it im- 
things looked well, and promifed fuccefs :. amd | mediately does when ‘noon is:paft: and they did eat 
when the father of the damfel faw him, he rejoiced\both of them, the man ftayed and took a dinner 
to meet. bim ; having a. good opinion of him, ‘and|with his father-in-law ; and though) no mention is. 
perhaps underftood' even by his daughter’s ftory,}made of the concubine, neither in this; /norin the 
that fhe was moft in fault, and therefore was.well|other inftances, no doubt fhe eat with them, > 
_pleafed to fee him come after her; though he ought} ».9. Aad when the man rofe up to depart, be 
before this. time to have fent her home, .or fought| ad bis concubine, and bis fervant, &c.| Role up 
fora reconciliation of her to her hufband. . |from, table, having comfortably refrefthed them- 

¥. 4. And bis father-in-law, the damfel’s fathers\felves: bis father-in-law, the damfel’s father, faid 

retained him, &c.| Prevailed upon him to ftay fome|unto. him, bebold, now the day draweth towards 
time with him; and he abode with bimthree days; it\evening , or is remi/s, or weak” ; that is, the hear, 

_ feems as if he agreed to ftay with him fo long, andjlight and-ftrength of the fun abated, \and became 
that time.he, ftayed contentedly : /o «hey did eat and\ weaker and more remifs, as it does: the more itdes — 
drink, and.lodged, there ;, the Levite and his, fervant|clines; and is nearer, fetting: J pray you tarry ail 
-were very handfomely entertained, and had every|#ghi; faggefting, it was a very improper time to 


0 


<3 5. dnd it came to pas on the fourth day, &c.]|day°, when the day or fun feems to be pitching its ae 
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“tent, and going to reft; or it being the time when |think, he would not have fo called, had it been 
* an army on the march ftops and pitches their tents, |inhabited, though but in part, by the children of 
in order to continue all night; or when men go to|/udab and Benjamin: by this it appears, that this 
their tents and habitations, and lie down and take] Levite was a good man, and conf{cientious, and 
- their reft: lodge bere, that thine heart may be merry;\fhunned all appearance of evil, and the company 
_and let us have another pleafant evening together, {of wicked men, as became his character and pto- 
_ which can’t be had in an inn upon the road; you|feffion: and it is added, that is not of the children 
- can’t be comfortable there, as a and theretore|of J/rael,; which farther confirms the above con- 
_ be perfuaded to ftay, fince it is not poffible to get|jecture, that this city was not as yet at all in the 
home to-night : and to morrow get you early'on your|hands of the Jjraelites; or if it had been, was res 
way, that thou mayeft go home to thy city, as the|taken, and now in the hands of the. ebufites: we 
Targum; fignitying, that he fhould not infift upon| wll pafs over to Gibeah, which was in the tribe 
their ftaying any longer, and then they might fet}of Benjdmin,,and inhabited by men of that tribe, 
out. on their journey as {oon as they pleafed. and fo more agreeable to this Levite, though it 
¥.10. But ‘the man would not tarry that night,| proved fatal to him this was, as Fo/ephus fays’, 
&c.] He was determined upon his journey ; he} 30 furlongs, or near four miles from’ Febus or Fe- 
erceived there was no end of the, folicitations of|ru/alem;, and though it was near fun-fetting, he 
his father-in-law, and did not know how long he{chofe rather to proceed on to this place, than to 
intended to detain him, and therefore; was refolvedjlodge at Yebus, and the rather it may be, as it was 
not to hearken to him any longer: but be rofe upja Levitical city, Fofh. xxi. 17. 
and departed ; rofe up from his feat, took his leave}. y.13. And he faid to bis fervant, come, and let 
of his father-in-law, and proceeded on his jour-|“s draw near; &c.| And get on as faft as we 
ney: and came over-againft Febus, which is Feru-\can: to one of thefe places to lodge all night, in Gi- 
falem ; which was then called Feous, becaufe inha-)beah or in Ramah ; which were both in the tribe 
bited by the Febujfites, as appears from the follow-jot Benjamin, and he left it to his fervant to go to 
ing verle; this was,about fix miles from Bethlehem °;jeither, to that which was moft convenient, becaufe 
fo far they were come on in their journey home-jof the time of the day, it being near fun-fetting ; 
wards : and there were with him two affes faddled ;\now, as before obferved, Gibeab was not quite © 
which he brought with him when, he came to Betb- four miles from Jerufalem; whereas; according to 
lebem, ¥. 3. now faid to be faddled, either for him] Jerom*, Ramab was {ix miles, and therefore we 
and his concubifie to ride on ; or they were bound}find they took up at Gideab, as being neareft of 
or girt, as the. word fignifies, being loaded with|thefe two places ; fee the notes on Jah. xviii. 24, 
bread, and wine, and provender; or it may be|25. and in Ao/. v. 8. ‘ 
one of them was for him and his concubine to ride] ¥. 14. And they paffed on, and went their way, 
on by turns, and the other to carry the provifions :|&c.] Proceeded on in their journey from Fedzs or 
and bis concubine alfo was with bim, matters being| Ferufalem, near to which they were: and the fug 
now made up between them, fhe had agreed to go|went down upon them when they were by Gibeab, 
with him, and did, which was the end of his com-|wéich belongeth to Benjamin; which is added, to 
ing to her father’s houfe; and therefore this is|diftinguifh it from another Gisead in the tribe of 
obferved on that account, as well as for what fol-| fudab, Fob. xv. 57. when they were come pretty 
lows in the tragical part of this hiftory. near to this place, on the fide of it, as .it {eeins, 
-y¥.11..And when they were by Jebus, the day|the fun was juit fetting, which determined them to 
was far {pent, &c.| Or was gone down very much3,|take up their lodging here, as follows. 
the fun. was going down apace, and near fetting:| y.15. Aud they turned afide thither to go in and 
and the fervant faid unto his mafter, come, I pray\lodge in Gibeab, &cc.| AInftead of going right for- 
thee ; he propofed it to him in a fubmiffive man-|ward, and paffing by Gideah, over-againit which 
ner, and might ufe fome intreaty for his mafter’s|they were, they turned out of their road, and went 
good and fatety : and let us turn in to this city of\into the city to feek a lodging in it: and when he 
the Febufites, and lodge in it ; for though that part|went in, he fat him down in a fireet of the city; to 
of the city which belonged to the tribe of Fudab,\{ee whether any perfon would invite him into any 
was taken by them after the death of Yo/bua, yetlof their houles; as was ufual in thofe hofpitable 
that which belonged to the tribe of Benjamin, part|times and countries, and where there were few inns 
of it was ftill poffefled by the Febufites, whom thejfor the entertainment of travellers and {trangers, 
Beujamites could not expel, ch. viii. 21. and Bezjor none at all, and efpecially. in cities ; \if any 
Gerfom thinks, that this affair of the Levite, and|where, they were upon the public road: for there 
his concubine, was before the men of Fudah fought] was. xo man that. took them into bis houfe to lodging ; 
again it, and took it; which is not unlikely, fee-|the fpirit of hofpitality being greatly declined, and 
ing it is called here a city of the Zedw/ites, and be-|even gone from among them ; or, as fome think, 
caufe the Levite objected going into it on that ac-|thofe that had fuch a fpirit, and were willing to 
-count ; whereas there would not have been much}receive ftrangers, -were afraid, becaufe of their 
in his objection, if one part of it was in the pof-|wicked neighbours, who would befet their houfes 
feflion of the men of Yudah, and the other in the|to abufe ftrangers, as the fequel of this hiftory 
hands of the tribe of Benjamin, though they had|thows. ; , 
fome Febujfites dwelling among them. y. 16. And bebold, there came an eld man from 
¥. 12. And bis mafter faid unto him, we will not\his work out of the field at even, &c.] Which is 
tarn afide hither into the city of a jfiranger, &c.|| the time that men come, from their labour, and 
A city of the children of the Gentiles, as the Zar-|take their reft,; and this man, though a man in 
gum, as the Febujites were, being one of the fevyen years, and of fome fubftance, as appears by what 
nations of the land of Canaan, who were to be|follows, yet attended the bufinefs of his calling, 
_difpoffefed and deftroyed ; and which, one wouldjwhich was very commendable in him: wé:cb was 
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alfo. of mount Ephraim, as the Levite was, which 
when the old man under{tood, he was the more 


be fojourned in Gibeah , he was not a native of the 


place, and yet more kind to {trangers than fuch as | 


were ; nor does he appear to be a Levite, though 
jt was a Levitical city ; on what account he to- 
journed here, is not maniteft : but the men of the 
place were Benjamites ; for as yet the number of 
Levites were not large, others dwelt in the cities 
befides them, even fuch as were of the tribe to 
which they belonged. 

y. 17. And when he had lift up bis eyes, &c.] 
For it may be as he came out of the field, he was 
mufing and meditating with his» eyes downwards 
direéted, but coming into the city looked up: 4e 
faw a wayfaring man in the fireet of the city ; whom 
he {uppofed to be a traveller and a ftranger by his 
drefs, and other circumftances, having never feen 
him before, and knowing pretty well the inhabi- 
tants of the place: and the old man faid, whither 
goo thou ? and whence comeft thou? the meaning 
of the queftions is, what place he was travelling 
to, and from whence he came latt. 

y.18. And he faid unto him, we are paffing from 
Bethlebem-judab, &c. | He anfwers to his latt 
queftion firft, for this was the place from whence 
they came: ftowards the fide of mount Ephraim , 
thither they were going, which is an anfwer to the 
firft queftion : and then adds, which is more than 
what was requefted, from thence am I; that is, he 
was an inhabitant of a city on one fide of mount 
Ephraim, but what that city was, he fays not, nor 
is it elfewhere faid : and I went to Bethlehem-judab , 
on what account he does not declare, but the above 
narrative clearly fhews for what reafon he went thi- 
ther: but 1am now going to the houje of the Lord; 
that is, the tabernacle in Shiloh, there he propofed 
to go firft to offer facrifice for the fucceis of his 
journey, and for the reconciliation of his wife to 
him, and to pray to God for happinefs in his fa- 
mily yet to come, and where fome think his ha 
bitation was; but rather it was at fome diftance, 
not far from mount Ephraim, and on the fide of 
it, whither he fhould return when he had perform- 
ed thofe acts of religion and devotion, which he 
judged were his duty : avd there is no man that re- 
ceiveth me to boufe, that had invited him to him 
to his houfe to take a lodging there, as was com- 
mon to do to travellers, as the inftances of Abra- 
ham, Lot, Fob, and others fhew. It was a law 
with the Lucani (a people in /¢a/y) that if a ftranger 
came at fun-fetting, and was defirous of coming 
under the roof of an} one, if fuch an one did not 
receive him, he was to be mulcted, and fuffer the 
punifhment of inhofpitality *. 

y.19. Yet there is both flraw and provender for 
our affes, &c.] Straw to litter them with, and proven- 
der to feed them with, which he had brought with 
him on ‘them: and there is bread and wine alfo for 
me, and for thine band-maid ; meaning himfelf and 
his concubine ; there were enough for them both, 
which were packed up, and carried by the affes: 
and for the young man which is with thy fervants , 
the fupplement, which is, feems quite needlefs, and 
even impertinent ; for as yet the young man, by 
whdém. he means his fervant, was not as yet in 
company with the fervants of the old man; but 
the tenfe is, that there was not only provifions with 
him for himfelf, and his wife, and alfo for his fer- 
vant, but even enough for the fervants of the 
old man, whether maid or man-fervants: there is 
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| no want of any thing; and therefore none needed 
to be fhy of taking them in, fince they fhould not 
ready no doubt to receive him into his houfe: ad|be burdenfome to any upon any account ; all they 


wanted was a lodging. ' 
y¥.20. And the old man faid, peace be with you, 
&c.] All happinefs attend thee, particularly eafe 
and tranquility of mind, let nothing difturb or di- 
ftrefs thee: how/oever, let all thy wants lie upon 
me ; fignitying, that if he had neither bread nor 
wine for himfelf, his wife, and his fervant, nor 
any litter nor provender for his affes, he was wel- 
come to all trom him; and whatever his wants 
were, he would fupply them, which was nobly and 
generoufly faid: only lodge not in-the ftreet } that I 
can’t bear to think of, as if he fhould fay; fora 
ftranger, an J/raelite, one of my Own Country, a 
good man, a Levite going to the houfe of God, 
me up a lodging in the ftreets, let it not be 
aid. 

y.21. So he brought him into his boufe, 8cc.] 
Shewed him the way to it, and in a kind and 
friendly manner introduced him, and bid him wel- 
come: and gave provemder unto the affes; this is 
mentioned firit, it being then perhaps as now, the 
firft thing that a careful man is concerned for, to 
fee that his cattle is taken care of, and then him- 
felf; and fuch a method this ancient good man 
took with his gueft: and they wajfhed their feet , 
which was commonly done to ftrangers in thofe 
hot countries, and was very refrefhing, fee Gen. 
Xvili. 4. and xix. 2. and did eat and drink; fat 
down at table and fupped with him. 

y¥. 22. Now as they were making ther hearts 
merry, &c.| With a glafs of wine after fupper, 
and converfing together in a cheartul manner about 
their country and friends: Jebold, the men of the 
city, certain fons of Belial, very wicked, lawlefs, 
ungovernable, worthlefs and unprofitable creatures, 
men under the influence of fatan, and their own 
lufts : defet the houfe round about ; that none might 
efcape out of it, efpecially the Levite, his wife and 
fervant: and beat at the door; to get entrance, 
either by thofe within opening to them, or by 
breaking, it open: and /pake to the mafter of the 
houfe, the old man ; who upon this noife and clamour 
made, came to the door, to enquire what was the 
meaning of all this: to whom they replied, /ay- 
ing, bring forth the man that came into thy bodfe, 
that we may know him. not what manner of per- 
fon he was, of what countyy and profeffion, whi- 
ther he was going, and what bufinefs he had here’; 
but that they might have carnal knowledge of him: 
in an unnatural way, or commit that fin with him 
which is commonly called Sodomy ; and the men 
of Sodom exprefied their tuft by the fame word, 
Gen. XIX. 5. k's os 

y. 23. dnd the man, the mafter of the houfe, 
went out unto them, &c.] Opened the door, and 
went out to converfe with them, and befpoke them 
after this manner: and faid unto them, nay, my 
brethren, nay, I pray you, do not fo wickedly 5 it is 
plain he underftood them in fuch -fenfe, that they 


*. 


tneant not bare knowledge of the man, as who he ~ 


was, €#c, but to commit wickednefs the moft abo- 
‘minable ; fo great, that it canwot be well faid how 
great it is; and to diffuade from it, he ufes the 
moft tender language, and the moft earneft in- 
treaties : feeing this man is come into my houfe, do 
not this folly; he argues from the law of hofpit 

lity, which ought not to be infringed ; a man be- 
ing obliged to proteé&t a ftranger under. his roof ; 
and from the nature of the crime, which was 
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folly, {tupidity, and what was abominable to the! of fuch brutith creatures : aad opened the doors of the 
—laft degree. boufe, and went out to go his way ; either in fearch 
" y.24. Behold, here is my daughter, a maiden,\of her, or rather to make the beft of his way on 
and bis concubine, &c.] His own daughter a vir-| his journey, to preferve his own life, having given 
gin, and the concubine of the Levite his gueft:|her up for lofts and bebold, the woman bis concu- 
them Twill bring out now, and bumble ye them, and\ bine was fallen down at the door of the houfe, and 


do with them what feemeth good unto you; thofe he) her hands were upon the threfbold, in a pofture that © 
propofed to bring out, and deliver to them, to lie} perfons are when they fall, ftretching out their — 


with, to do with as they pleafed to gratify their|hands to fave themf{elves what they can; or of 
raging luft, which to do was more than he ought,|fuch who lay themfelves down to fleep with their 
or had power to do; he had no right to proftitute|hands under their heads, and which her hufband 
his own daughter, and much lefs the concubine or|thought was het cafe, by what follows, + ae 
wife of another man, though perhaps it mightbe| y. 28. Aud he faid unto her, up, and let us be 
with the confent of the Levite; but all this he faid|goimg, &c. ] He fpoke to her as fuppofing her 
ina hurry and furprize, in a fright and terror, andjafleep, in order to awake her, and prepare for 
of two evils chufing the leaft, and perhaps in imi-|their journey with all the hatte they could, left 
tation of Lot, whole cafe might come to remem-|greater mifchief fhould befal them: Aut none an- 
brance: but unto this man do not fo vile a thing ;\/wered; for fhe was dead ; and her death was oc- 
as he apprehended that to be which they were de-|cafioned, as Fo/ephus “ fays, partly through grief 
firous of, whether to kill him, as he himfelf fays,}at what fhe had fuffered, and partly thro’ fhame, 
ch. xx. 5. or to commit the unnatural fin, and|not daring to come into the fight of her hufband; 
which rather than comply with, he fhould have|but chiefly through the injuries done her by the 
chofen to have been flain. ‘. number of perfons that had lain with her: fo it 
y.25. But the men would not hearken to him, &c.]}is reported * of the Theffalonians, when they took 
Efpecially with refpect to his daughter, whom they| Phocis, many women were deftroyed through’ the 
knew very well, and had no affection for, perhaps|abundance of rapes committed upon them. To 
was not handfome enough for them: fo the man|thefe Abarbinel adds, the cold of the night, being 
took bis concubine, and brought her forth unto them;|without her clothes, or any thing to cover her : 
that is, not the old man, but the Levite took his| then the man took ber up upon an afs; and. carried 
own wife or concubine, and put her forth to them,|off her dead body, without making any remon- 
very probably with her confent, to try if that would| {trance tothe inhabitants, from whom he could not. 
pacify them, fhe-being a fair and beautiful woman,|}expect that any juftice would be done him: and 
as Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel fuggett ; and Fofephus| the man rofe up, and got him unto his place; to his 
intimates, that fome young men of the city had|city on one fide mount Ephraim, to which he made 
feen her in the ftreet, and were captivated with her|as much hafte as he could, inftead of going to the 
beauty, and came on purpofe for her, and would|houfe of God at Shilobs as he propofed; for now 
not be fatisfied unlefs fhe was delivered to them ;|the circumftances of things were changed with him, 
and upon which her hufband perceiving this, laid|and inftead of facrificing and giving praife to God 
hold on her by main ftrength, as the word figni-|in his houfe, his bufinefs was to feek for juftice 
fies, and brought her out whether fhe would or no, | from the tribes of J/rael. 
as Kimchi notes: and they knew ber, and abufed her\ y. 29. And when he was come into bis house, &c.] 
all night until the morning ;‘ had carnal knowledge |Having taken the dead body of his wife from off 
of her, and ufed her in a moft fhocking manner|the afs, and brought it in thither, and laid it in 
one after another, all the night long until the morn-|a proper place and order: he took a knife, a carv- 
ing appeared: and when the day began to pring ;\ing knife, fuch as food is cut with, as the word 
at break of day, when the light dawned: and J/et|fignifies; the Yargum is, afword: and laid hold on 
ber go; their works being works of darknefs, and|his concubine, and divided her, together with her 
would not bear the light. * bones, into 12 pieces cut off her limbs at the joints 
¥. 26. Then came the woman in the dawning of\of her bones, and made 12 pieces of them, ac- 
the day, &c.|, When thofe wicked wretches who|cording to the number of the tribes of [/rael: and 
had abufed her, had left her, having had her from|/ent her into all the coajfts of Ijrael , that is, to every 
place to place, at fome diftance from the houfe|tribe, as Fo/ephus fays ”: there was now no fupreme 
out of which fhe was put, and to which fhe got|magiftrate to apply unto for juftice, nor the court 
again, as well as fhe could: and fell down at the\of 70 elders, and therefore he took this: ftrange 
. door of the man’s houfe where ber lord was her\and unheard-of method to acquaint the feveral 
hufband, fo called, not becaufe fhe had been his|tribes with the fact committed; this he did not 
fervant, but becaufe fhe was his wife; and at thejout of difrefpect to his wife, but to exprefs the 
door of the old man’s houfe, where he was, which}vehement paffion he was in on account of her death, 
fhe knew, and had found out by one means or an-|in the way it was, and to raife their indignation at 
other; fhe fell down, either purpofely for her eafe,|the perpetrators of it. Ben Gerfom thinks, he did 
and to lie and wait there, until the time of open-|not fend to the tribe of Benjamin, where the evil 
ing the door in the morning ; or rather through] was done ; but Abarbinel is of another mind, and 
weaknefs, not being able to ftand, nor fo much as|as Levi was not a tribe that lay together in one 
to knock at the door to get admittance : and there| part of the land,.but was fcattered in it, pieces 
the lay ¢i// it was light . Broad day-light. might be fent to the two half tribes of Manaffeh, 
y. 27. And ber lord rofe up in the morning, &c.]|as the one lay on the one fide Yordan, and the other 
Very early no doubt, and it is fcarcely reafonable|on the other, and fo there were 12 for the 12 pieces 
to think he fhould’fleep quietly after fuch a riot,|to be fent unto, So Ptolemy king of Egypt killed 
and his concubine or wife delivered up to the luft| his eldeft fon, and divided his members, and put 
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them in a box, and fent them to his mother on his}the dead body, and fending it to different parts ; 
birth-day ’. Chytreus * writes, that about. A. C.|though that was awful and fhocking, as the com- 
140, a citizen of Vicentia, his daughter being ra-| plicated wickednefs committed at Gideah, which 
vifhed by the governor Carrarius, and cut to pieces, was the caufe of it, to which reference is had, Hof. 
who had refufed to fend her to him, being fentjix. 9. this is an obfervation of the writer of this 
back again, he put up the carcafs in a vefiel, and| book, Samue/; but what follows are the words 
fent it to the fenate of Venice, and invited them tojeither of thofe the Levite fent, who were bid to de- 
punifh the governor, and feize upon the city. liver them to thofe to whom the pieces were fent, 

y. 30. And it was fo, that all that faw it, 8cc.]jor elfe of the perfons prefent at the time of the dew 
The difmembered pieces of the dead body, and}livery of the pieces to them, or whom they got to- 


were made acquainted with the caufe of it; for fo 
Sofephus* fays, he gave the meffengers a command 
to declare what was the caufe of her. death : /aid, 


gether to difclofe the matter to: confider of it, take 
advice, and fpeak your minds ; well weigh and 
think of the matter within yourfelves, confult with 


there was no fuch deed done nor feen, from the day\one another what is proper to be done, and give 
that the children of Ifrael came out of Egypt, unto|\your opinion freely without any referve. 
this day ; meaning not fo much the cutting in pieces 
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HIS chapter relates, how that there was anjfembled in the name and fear of God, and it was 

affembly of ‘the children of J/rael at Mizpeh,|in the caufe of God, and as a folemn affembly, 
upon what had happened to the concubine of theta judicial one, in which God was ufually prefent, 
Levite, where he appeared and related the whole|they are faid to be gathered unto him, and the ra- 
affair to them, ¥. 1—7. upon which they unani-|ther, as they fought for direction and counfel from 
moufly agreed to chaftize the inhabitants of Giseab| him in the affair before them. 
for what they had done, ¥. 8—11. and in order|. y¥. 2. And the chief of all the people, &c.| The 
to it fent to the tribe of Benjamin to deliver up the|princes of the tribes and heads of families, rulers 
guilty, but inftead of that they took to their arms,|of thoufands, and hundreds, and fifties, and tens ; 
and prepared for battle in defence of them, y.{or the corzers*, who were like the corner-ftones in ‘a 
12—17. and two battles enfued on this, in which/building, which are not only the moft valuable and 


the J/raelites, who were on the right fide of the|ornamental, but the ftrength of the building, which - 


_ queftion, were worfted, ¥. 18—25. but upon their}cement it, and fupport it, and hold it together 5 
feeking the Lord again, and their humiliation be-jthough déarbinel thinks, this intends the divifion 
fore him, they engaged a third timé in battle, and]and feparation of each tribe, which encamped in a 
got an entire victory over the Benjaminites, and de-|feparate corner and fide by itlelf: but the former 
ftroyed them all excepting 600 men, ¥..26—48. |fenfe feems beft, and the meaning is, that the prin- 
cipal men of them, even of all the tribes of Iraels 

y. 1. Then all the children of Ifrael went out, &cc.]| excepting the tribe of Benjamin: prefented themfelves 
©f their tribes, cities, habitations, not every in-|i# the affembly of the people of God; now gathered 
dividual of them, but fome of the chief of them,|together: which affembly confifted, befides the 
with a felect company with them: and the congre-|heads of them, of 400,000 footmen that drew 
gation was gathered together as one many with as|/word; or were armed men; there were 600,000 
much unanimity and eafe met together in one place,j}or more in J/rael able to bear arms ; but as now 


at the fame time, as if only one man had been 
pitched upon and deputed for that purpofe: from 
Dan even to Beerfbeba, from the city Daz, lately. 


the wars in Canaan were pretty much at an end, 
the militia of the nation was not fo regularly kepe. 
up, and many were employed in tilling the ground, 


built, which was in the moft northern parts of|and dreffing the vines, and the like ; and befides, 


the land of Canaan, to Beerfbeba, a city in the moft 
fouthern part, which included all the tribes in 
the land of Canaan, who all, excepting Benjamin, 
aflembled: with the land of Gilead, which lay on 
the other fide ‘fordan, inhabited by the two tribes 
of Reuben and Daa, and the half tribe of Manaffeb, 
who alfo came on this occafion: unto the Lord in 
Mizpeh , a city which lay upon the borders of Fu- 
dah and Benjamin, and is therefore affigned to them 
both, Yo/b. xv. 38. and xviii. 26. for this was not 
Mizpeb in the land of Gilead, but a city near to 
Shiloh; and, according to Fuller ”, eight miles from 
Gibeah, and fo was a convenient place to meet at: 
it is not to be thought the tribes met here, by a 
fecret impulfe upon their minds, but by a fummons 
of fome principal perfons in one of the tribes, very 
probably in the tribe of Ephraim, where the Levite 
dwelt, and in which was the tabernacle of the Lord, 
and of which the laft fupreme magiftrate was, 
namely Fofbua; and all having notice of the occa- 
fion of it, met very readily ; and becaufe they af- 
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as there were none of the tribe of Benjamin prefent, 
it need not be wondered at there fhould be no more, 
but rather that fo many fhould be gathered toge- 
ther on fuch an occafion. ‘ * 
¥. 3. Now the children of Benjamin heard-that the 
children of Ifrael were gone up to Mizpeh, 8c.) Hav- 
ing no doubt the fame notice the reft of the tribes 
had; but the thing complained of being done in 
their tribe, and by fome of it, they might be wil- 
ling to fkreen the delinquents, or were carelefs 
about, and indifferent to the cafe, and fecure and 
eafy, as imagining their brethren would never go 
to.war with them about it; or were proud and 
haughty, and would pay no regard to the fum- 
mons given them: then faid the children of Ifrael, 
tell us, bow was this wickednefs? proclamation 
was made in the affembly, that if any perfon there 
knew any thing of this fhocking affair, and horrid 
iniquity, which was the occafion of their meeting 
together, that they would rife up and declare what 
was the caufe of it, how it came about, and by 
’ whom 
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FUDGES. 
whom it was done; or they addreffed themfelves 
* particularly to, the Levite, and his hoft, and his 
fervant, who might all be upon the fpot to bear 
witnefs in this cafe, as it is certain the former of 
them was, who upon this ftood up, and {poke as 


Chi xxey 4121 . 335 
give here your advife and counfel ; in this place, be- 
ing affembled together on this occafion ; confult 
What is beft to be done, and let every man fpeak 
his mind freely what ftep he thinks fhould be taken 


follows. 


¥.4. dnd the Levite, the hufband of the woman 


that was flain, anfwered, and faid, &c.|} He rofe up, 


and in an{wer to their requeft, declared the whole 


affair as follows ; and none fo proper as he, who was 


upon the fpot when it was done, and fo near a 


relation of the deceafed, and had a right to de- 
mand juttice to be done; for from hence it ap- 
pears, that fhe was his lawful wife, though called 
a concubine: I came into Gibeah, that belongeth 
to Benjamin, which he fo particularly defcribes, to 
diftinguifh it from another of the fame name in 
the tribe of Fudab, left any miftake fhould be 
made, and an innocent people fhould fuffer in their 
reputation, or otherwife ; and which alfo would 
account for the tribe of Benjamin not being prefent 
at this convention: 1 and my concubine, to lodge; 
thither they came, not with an intention to ftay, 
to fojourn there, and much lefs to do them any 
injury, or to infringe any of their rights and pri- 
vileges ; nor in the leaft to be burdenfome to them, 
having brought all neceffary provifions with them 
for themfelves, fervant and cattle, only to get a 
night’s lodging with them. 

¥. 5. And the men of Gibeah rofe againjt me, &c.] 
Not all of them, but fome that dwelt in that city ; 
he forbears giving them the character they juftly 
deferved, fons of Belial, .Thefe came in a tumul- 


tuous and violent manner, and befet the heufe round 


about upon me by night, that he might not make 
his efcape, refolving if pofiible to get him into 
their hands, and do with him according to their 
will: and thought to have flain me; their firft in- 
tention was to commit the unnatural fin on him, 
and if he refifted, to flay him; but this he mo- 
deftly conceals, as being a fin not to be named in 
an affembly of faints; and befides he might fay 
“this, becaufe he himfelf chofe rather to be flain 
then to fubmit to their luft, which he knew mutt 
be the cafe upon his refufal and refiftance; and 
even if he had yielded, being .over-powered, this 
would have been the confequence, that he fhould 
have been abufed even unto death, as his wife was: 
and my. concubine have they forced, that fhe is dead, 
or affidied, or humbled* her; which is a modett 
expreflion for carnal knowledge of her, and which 
they had to fuch excefs, that the died thro’ it. 
y¥. 6. And I took my concubine, and cut her in 
pieces, 8cc.] Left it fhould be thought that thefe 
barbarous creatures, after they had ufed her in fuch 
a manner that occafioned her death, that they had 
committed this fact alfo; the Levite takes it to 
himfelf, and owns that he did that: and fent her 
throughout all the country of the inheritance of Ifrael ; 
to alarm them, and excite their attention to what 
had pafled, and to raife their indignation againft 
it: for they have committed leudnefs and folly in If- 
rael; being guilty of adultery and murder, and 
would have committed the unnatural crime, if they 
could have had an opportunity of doing it. 

y.7. Bebold, ye are all children of Ifracl, &c.] 
The defcendants of one man that feared the Lord; 
were of one nation, and of one religion, men pro- 
feffing godlinefs, and therefore ought to bear tefti- 
mony again{ft fin and wickednefs of every fort, 
and efpecially fuch crying abominations as thefe : 
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for the glory of God; and honour of religion, and 
to bring fuch perfons to juftice who had committed 
fo foul a fact. og 

¥. 8. And all the people arofe as one man, &c.] 
Either the heads of the people affembled in coun- 
cil, all agreed unanimoufly in one vote or refolu- 
tion, or all the 400,000 men were of the fame 
mind, when the cafe was reported to them: /ay- 
ing, we will not any of us go to his tent, neither 
will we any of us turn into bis houfe ; that is, they 
would not return home, to take one night’s reft in 
their houfes, or attend to the bufinefs of their call- 
ings, or to any affait of life; however urgent, till 
fatisfaction was made for the evil committed. 

¥. 9. But now this thall be the thing which we 
will do to Gibeab, &c.| Where the faét was done ; 
what follows was propofed by fome; and unani- 
moufly agreed to by all: we will go up dy Jot 
againft it, caft lots-who fhall go up to it, and de- 
mand fatisfaction for the offence committed ; and 
if denied, to act in an hoftile manner againtft it. 

¥. 10. And we will take ten men of an hundred, 
throughout all the tribes of Ifrael, &c.} Excepting 
that of Benjamin, which was not with them, not 
any of them: and 4 hundred out of a thoufand, and 
a thoufand out of ten thoufand ; in all 40,000; out 
of the 400,000: to fetch vitiual for the people ; 
ten men were to provide food for go, and 100 
men for goo, and 1oco men fot gooo, in all 
40,000, for 360,000 ; thefe were either to go’ to 
their own tribes and habitations, or to the towns 
and cities adjacent, to procure food for this large 
army; for they came from their homes without 
any provifion, not knowing that the affair would 
retard them long ; but perceiving that it would re- 
quire time before it could be determined; they 
judged it the wifeft method for fome to be appoint- 
ed to take care of provifion for the army, that it 
might not be fcattered about on that account, but 
purfue the war with vigour till fatisfaction was 
obtained: that they might do, when they came to 
Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the folly that 
they have wrought in Ifrael; punifh with death the 
delinquents, and chaftize the inhabitants, and ef- 
pecially the magiftrates, for their connivance at 
fuch wicked perfons among them, and negligence 
of doing their duty. é- 

y. 11. So all the men of Ijfrael were gathered 
againft the city, &c.} Of Gibeab, even 360,000 
men: kit together as one man, went heart and 
hand together, united in their fentiments and refo- 
lutions, determining to have juitice done, or lofe 
their lives in this caufe: according to the Jews °, 
this was on the 23d of Shebet, which anfwers to 
part of Fanuary and part of February, on which 
day a faft was kept on this account. 

y. 12. And the tribes of Ifrael fent men through 
all the tribes of Benjamin, &c.\ Meaning the fa- 
milies of Benjamin, for as fometimes a tribe is 
called a family, Zod. vii. 17. fo a family is called 
a tribe ; and there were ten families in the tribe of 
Benjamin, according to the number of his fons, 
the fathers of thefe families, fee Gen. xlvi. 21. 
which being numerous and powerful, and confift- 
ing of men of courage, and expert in war, thought 
themfelves a match for the ten tribes of J/rae/ now 
affembled, who fent one out of each tribe, very 


* pro- 
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probably ten in ll, upon this errand ; for they |pdus® makes the number of the Benjaminites till © 
judged it moft advifeable, before they went to war lefs, no more than 25,600, led thereunto by an 
with them, to try to get the offenders delivered after-account, that 25,000 Benjaminites were flain 

up to juftice, and fo prevent the fhedding of bloodjin the third and laft battle, and only 600 efcaped 
of either fide; and the rather, as there Were none}to a rock for fafety, not confidering that a “ 
of the tribe of Benjamin at this affembly, andjmen may well be fuppofed to be loft in’ the + 
which indeed might give them reafon to fufpect)firft battles; for it would be ftrange indeed, that ‘ 
they meant not to join with them in an amicable|they fhould lofe none in two engagements with fo: 7 
manner in this affair: however, they were willing|large an army ; the fame error is committed in the: 
to try peaceable methods firft : faying, what wick-\Vulgate Latin verfion, which makes them no more 


edne/s is this that is done among you ? not that they 
were fent to enquire what the crime was that was 
committed, that was fully known ; but by putting 
the queftion in this manner, their defign was to 
ageravate it, and to put the men of Benjamin on 
confidering how great it was, what an enormous fin 
it was that was committed, and that among them ; 
and therefore it lay upon them, either to punifh 
the perpetrators of it themfelves, or deliver them 
up to them to be punifhed according to the com- 
mon law of J/rael. 
¥. 13. Now therefore deliver us the men, the chil- 
dren of Belial, which are in Gibeah, &c.} Thote 
wicked men that were the authors of that abomi- 
nable wickednefs there committed: shat we may 
put them to death, as they deferved, fince they 
were guilty both of adultery and murder; their 


than 25,000; with which agrees the Alexandrian 
copy of the Septuagint verfion; though that, ac- 
cording to the Vatican exemplar, has but 23,000. 
The numbers in the Hebrew text are no doubt 
the right. 


¥. 16. Among all this people there were 700 chofen. 


men left-handed, &c.| According to Ben Gerfom,. 
thefe were the 700 men of Gibeah; but this does 
not appear from the text, but on the contrary, that 
thefe were among all the people ; or there were fo 
many to be felected out of them all, who were 
left-handed men; nor is it likely that all the in- 
habitants of one, place fhould be fuch. Benjamin 
fignifies a fon of the right-hand, yet this tribe 
hada great number of left-handed men in it, fee 
ch. iii, 15. Fofepbus” wrongly reduces the num- 
ber to 500: every ene could fling tones at an hairs 


meaning is, that they in conjunction with the tribe of} breadth, and not mifs, the mark they flung the 
Benjamin might adjudge them to death, and punifh}{tone at, fo very expert, were they at it ; and per- 
them with it, as their crime deferved: and put\haps their having fuch a number of {kilful men 
away evil from Ifrael, prevent both the fpread ofjin this art, made them more confident of fuccefs, 


fuch a finful evil in the nation, encouraged by fuch 
examples, and the evil of punifhment coming up- 
on them from God, fhould they let fuch wicked- 
nefs pafs with impunity : but the children of Benjamin 
would not bearken to the voice of their brethren the 
children of Hrael, they refufed to give up the men 
of Gibeah, that had been guilty of fuch great wick- 
ednefs ; reckoning it a reproach, as Jo/ephus § fays, 
to obey the commands of others, for fear of war, 


and emboldened them in this daring undertaking, 
to point.to which this circumftance feems to be) 
mentioned. There were a people that inhabited 
the iflands, now called Majorca and Minorca, an- 
ciently Baleares, from their fkilfulnefs in flinging 
ftones, to which they were brought up from their 


childhood, as it is related by various writers,” 
Strabo’, Diodorus Siculus*, Florus', and others ™; . 


that their mothers ufed to fet their breakfaft on a 


and unwilling to yield to any in arms, neither on}beam or poft, or fome fuch thing, at a diftance, 
account of multitude nor courage. -{which they were not to have, unlefs they could 
¥.14. But the children of Benjamin gathered them-\{trike it off; and the firft of thefe writers fays, 
felves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, &c.] To|that they exercifed this art from the time that the 
protect and defend it againft the other tribes, being} Phwxicians held thele iflands; and, according to 
a city of theirs, and where the perfons charged|Pé/imy *, the Phenicians, the old inhabitants of Ca-) 
with the crime lived; thefe got together thither out}zaan, were the firft inventers of flings, and from 
of the feveral cities of the tribe of Benjamin, as|thefe the Benjaminites might learn it. The Indians’ 
many as could bear arms : fo go out to battle againft\are {aid © to be very expert in flinging ftones to an: 
the children of Ifrael ; they neither denied the fact,|hair’s breadth, 
ner attempted to palliate and excufe it, nor fought] ¥.17. And the men of Tfrael, befide Benjamin, » 
for peace, but at once betook themfelves to arms ;|&c.] Who did not join them in this affair, but) 
which fhewed not only want of prudence, but}oppofed them, were numbered 400,000 men that 
pride, paffion and felf-confidence, and that .they|drew fword; fee y. 2. all thefe were men of war; 
were fadly depraved in their morals to rife up injinured to it, fkilful and courageous. wae 
defence of fuch wicked men; anda ftrange infa-|_ y. 18. And the children of Ifrael arofe, &ez }x 
tuation to expect fuccels againft fuch vaftly fupe-|From Mizpeb, where they were affembled, having. 
rior numbers, and in fo bad a caufe. heard that the Bewjaminites were gathered together 
¥.15. And the children of Benjamin were number-|\to defend the men of Gibeah: and went up to the 
ed at that time out of the cities, &c.] All that they |/oufe of God; to the tabernacle which was: in Shi- 
could mufter up, and gather together cut of their|/ob, ch. xviii. 31. fee o/b. xviii. 1. though the 
feveral cities, were no more than 26,000 men that|\Targum takes Bethel for the name of a place fo: 
drew the fword , able-bodied men fit for war, andjcalled; and fo do Ben Gerfom and Fofephus®, which 
expert in it: befide the inhabitants of Gibeah, which\was near Shiloh, for,Shileb is faid to be on the north- 
were numbered 700 chofen men ; young, ftout andjfide of Bethel, ch. xxi. 19. but as there is no rea-> 
ftrong, and in all but 26,700; and what are thefe|fon to believe the tabernacle was now removed. 
to an army of 400,000 men, or however 360,000|from Shiloh thither, fo it is not likely they would 
that came up again{t Gideah, whilft 40,000 were|go to any other place but where the tabernacle, 
employed in getting provifions. for them? o/e-|ark, and high-prieft were : and afked counfel of Gods 
“Aptian _ before: 
FAntig. I. 97 ¢. 2. §. 9. 
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before Phinebas the high-prieft, according to the|/amin, but ftood their ground ; nor weré they fo 
judgment of Urim and Thummim, ¥. 28. and faid,|fuperttitious as to fancy the place unlucky; nor 
which of us foall go up jirft to the battle againft. the|was ita bad fituation they were in, to which their 
children of Benjamin? there being no fupreme ma-|want of fuccefs was owing, for then they would 
giftrate, judge, or general to lead them, they did have changed it. B el hye 
not afk, whether they fhould go to war or no with} ¥. 23. dnd ihe children of Ifrael went up and 
their brethren; they made no doubt of that, tak: |wept before the Lord until: even, &c.] The even- 
ing it for granted they had fufficient reafon for foling of the day in which the battle was fought; 
doing, and that it was according to the will of|not that the whole-army went up to Shiloh to the 
God; nor did they enquire whether they fhould|houfe of God there; but a deputation of them, 
be victorious or no, they made no doubt of being|who lamented their defeat, and the lofs of fo many 
victorious, both from their fuperior numbers, andjlives, but not their fins and. tranfgreffions, and 
the juftnefs of their caufe, they only enquire who|particularly the idolatry they had been guilty of : 
fhould lead them on, having no general; and this|and a/ked counfel of the Lord, faying, jhall we go 
they might do, to prevent any contentions among|up again to battle againft the children of Benjamin 
them about precedency : aad the Lord foid, fudah\my brother ? they feemed to have fome doubt by 
fhall go up fir? ; which tribe pitched their (tandard|the lofs they fuftained, whether they were right ia 
firft about the tabernacle, and marched firft in|going to war with Benjamin, efpecially as he was 
their journies in the wildernefs, and was ordered|their brother; and therefore the queition now is, 
to go up firft and fight the Cavaanites, being a{not who fhould go up firft, which was already 
powerful and warlike tribe. determined,: but whether they fhould go at all ; 
-\¥. 19. And the children of Ifrael rofe up in, the\and ftill they don’t afk any help of God in battle, 
morning, &cc.| After they had had counfel at Séi-|nor fuccefs, :but were depending on their numbers, 
lob, and which perhaps was by a deputation fent|and the juftnefs of their caufe, and therefore nei- 
thither: and encamped againft Gibeab, formed ajther is promifed to them, only they have an an- 
camp near Gibeah of 360,000 men, enough tojfwer to their quettion: amd\ the Lord faid, go up 
have ftormed and taken that city at once, onelagainjt him, tor Benjamin’ was certainly in the 
would think. wrong, and therefore the J/raelites are direéted to 
¥.20. And the men of Ifrael went out to battle\go againft him, and they alfo were not dufficiently 
againft Benjamin, &c.] From the place where they|chaftized, nor thoroughly humbled. 
were encamped: and the men of Ifrael put them y. 24. And the children of Ifrael-came near, &c | 
Selves in array to fight again them at Gibeah , not\'Fo the city of Gibeab, drew nigh to battle : .againft 
only againft the inhabitants of Gideab, but the) she children of Benjamin the fecond day , for the two 
children of Benjamin, that came to the defence of|battles were fought two days fucceffively. 
them ; they formed themfelves in a line of battle,) y.25. And Benjamin went forth againft them out 
and prepared for an action. of Gibeah the fecond day, &c.| Fluthed with the 
— ¥. 21, And the children. of Benjamin came forth| victory they had obtained the day before: and de- 
out of Gibeab, &c.] Which was their place of ren-|/troyed down to the ground of the children of Irae 
dezvous, and which they came to defend; and in| again 18,000 men. all thefe drew the fword, were 
and about which they had ftationed their whole)armed men; this with the 22,000 flain the day 
army of 26,000 men: and deftroyed down to the|\ preceding, made 40,000 ; the fame number fingled 
ground; killed dead upon the fpot: of she J/raelites}out from among them by lot to provide food for 
that day 22,000 men, wanting but 4000 of their|them, and is thought by fome to be the cale De- 
whole number, excepting the men of Gideab, which| dorab refers to, ch. v. 8. and is what is certainly 
was fuch a rebuff the J/raelites did not expect, be-|intended in Hof. x. 9. 
ing engaged in fo juft a caufe, and having fuch a} y. 26. Then all the children of Tfrael and all the 
numerous army. Several Fewi/h writes 2 think;|people went up, and came unto the houfe of God, &cc.} 
this was on account of their idolatry, that though] This looks as if the whole body of the army, with 
they were very zealous to revenge corporal adul-|other people from parts adjacent, went up to the ta- 
‘tery in the cafe of the Levite’s concubine, and to|bernacle of God in Shilob : and wept and fat there be- 
remove fuch iniquity from J/rae/; yet were not|fore the Lord; not only wept, but continued weeping, 
zealous to revenge and put away fpiritual adultery}and that not merely for their defeat, but for their 
or idolatry in the cafe of the Danites, who had|fins, fince it follows: and fafted that day until even; 
fet up the image of Micah, and fo had f{pread idola-|afficted their bodies with fafting, which was a 
try not only in their own tribe, but throughout|token of the humiliation of their fouls for their 
Tjrael; and therefore God took this opportunity|fins: aud offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings 
to avenge his own quarrel, and rebuke them for|defore the Lord; to make atonement for their fins, 
their fin; and now did Benjamin raven as a wolf,|and to implore fuccefs on their arms. |, 
according to Facob’s prophecy, Gen. xlix. 27. y¥.27. And the children of Ifrael enquired of the 
y.22. And the people, the men of Ifrael, encou-\Lord, &c.] By the Word of the Lord, as the 
raged themfelves, &c.| That though they had loft|Targum, and which has the fame expreffion in ¥. 
a great number of men, yet {till their forces were|18, 23. for the ark of the covenant of God was 
large and greatly fuperior to thofe of Benjamin, and|there in thofe days ; in Shilob, where the tabernacle 
was. A | 
again in array , formed a line of battle again facing] y.28. dud Phinebas the fon of Eleazar, the fon 
their enemy, inviting to another battle, and bid-|of 4aron,. flood before it in thofe days, &c.|\ Before 
ding defiance: and in the place where ibey put them-|the ark, miniftring before the Lord, which fhews 
felves in array the firft day; by which it feems they |that this affair was long before the times of Sam- 
kept the field of battle; though they loft fo many |/on, though placed after them ; or otherwife Phine- 
men, they did not flee before the children of Bex-|has muft have been more than 300 years of age, 


which 
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which is not probable‘. Pbinebas’s ftanding be- 
fore the ark was the pofture of the prieft, when he 
enquired of the Lord for any by Urim and Thum- 
mim the perfon that enquired ftood before him 
that was enquired of, as Kimchi oblerves, and he 
that was enquired of ftood before the Shekinab, or 
the prefence of the divine majefty, of which the 
ark was a fymbol: /aying, hall I yet. again go out 
’ to battle againft the children of Benjamin my brother, 
or foall I ceafe? in which the queftion is put in 
fomewhat' different manner than before, not only 
defiring to know whether it was the will of God 
they fhould renew the battle or not, fince Bexjamin 
was their brother, but whether they fhould have 
fuccefs or not; intimating, that if the Lord would 
blefs and fucceed them, they were willing to go 
up, but if not they chofe to defift; for they were 
fully convinced now they were wrong in depend- 
ing on their numbers, or the juftnefs of their 
caufe ; whereas fuccefs depended wholly on the 
will and pleafure of God, to which they defired to 
fubmit: aud the Lord faid, go up, for to-morrow I 
will deliver them into thine hand; now they are not 
only direéted to go up to the battle, but are pro- 
mifed victory. 

¥.29. And Ifrael fet liers in wait round about 
Gibeab.] For though they were affured of fuccefs 
and victory, yet they thought proper to make ufe 
of means; and though their numbers were very 
great, they had recourfe to art and ftratagem, and 
fet an ambufh in divers places, much in like man- 
ner as J/rael did for the men of Ai; the two cafes 
being pretty much fimilar; this ambufh was fet 
in the night, as Yo/ephus fays*. 

¥. 30. And the children of Ifrael went up againft 
the children of Benjamin on the third day, &c. ] 
Not the day following the fecond battle, fince it 
would take more time to go to Shiloh, and faft and 
offer facrifices there, but on the third day from 
the fecond battle: and put themfelves in array 
againft Gibeah, as at other times ; as they had done 
on the firft and fecond days of battle. 

y¥. 31. And the children of Benjamin went out 
againft the people, &c.| Sallied out of Gibeah upon 
them,, where they had put themfelves in array 
againft them : and were drawn away from the city , 
the J/raelites retreating, and difiembling a flight, 
which drew the Benjaminites to purfue after them, 
by which means they were drawn off to a greater 
diftance from the city of Gibeah: and they began 
to fmite of the people, and kill as at other times , 
at the other two battles: in the highways; where 
it feems two ways met: of which one goeth up to 
the houfe of God; to Bethel, as the Targum‘; or 
rather to Shiloh, where the houfe or tabernacle of 
God was, and was two miles» from Gibeah, as 
Bunting » {ays : and the other to Gibeah in the field, 
fo called, to diflinguifh it from the other Giseab 
fituated on an hill: about thirty men of Irael; 
which were killed in this running fight ; and it feems 
as if one part of the army of J/rae/ took one road, 
and the other the other road, and fo divided the 
army of the Benjaminites that purfued after them. 

¥. 32. And the children of Benjamin faid, they 
are {mitten down before us, as at firft, 8c.) At the 
firlt battle, which gave them great {pirit, and they 
concluded they fhould have victory, as before : 
but the children Ifrael faid, let us flee, and draw 
them from the city unto the bighways, pretending 
to be afraid of them, and not able to face them, 


* Vid. Rainold, de lib. Apocryph Prale&. 149, 150. p- 345, 354, 354. 


the Septuagint, and Noldius, p. 69. No. 345. 
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and therefore made as if they fed through fear 
and cowardice, which infpired the Benjaminites with 


frefh ardour to purfue them clofely, and fo were 


drawn from the city to the highways, as exprefied 
in the preceding verte. “af. 

¥. 33. And all the men of Ifrael rofe up out of 
their place, &c.) The main body of the army, 
which fled before Benjamin, when they were come to 
a proper place, ftopped, and rofe up out of it, and 
{tood in their own defence: and put themfelves in 
array at Baal-temar ; drew up in a line of battle 
at that place, facing theif enemies, in order to en- 
gage with them: this place the Targum calls the 
plains of Fericho, that being the city of palm-trees, 
which Tamar fignifies ; and fo Yarchi interprets it ; 
but thefe are too far off, it muft be fome place 
near Gibeab. ‘Ferom™ {peaks of a little village in 
his time in thofe parts, called Bethamari, and may 
be thought to be this fame place; perhaps in the 
times of the old Canaanites here was a grove of 
palm-trees, in which Baa/ was worlhipped, from 
whence it had its name: and the lers in wait of 
Trael came forth out of their places, even out of the 
meadows of Gibeah; or plain of Gibeab, as the 
Targum tor as the city was built ona hill, ar 
the bottom of it were a plain and fine mea- 
dows of grafs, and here an ambufh was placed at 
fome little diftance from the city ; and when the 
army of the Benjaminites were drawn of from it, 
in purfuit of J/rael, thefe came forth and placed 
themfelves between them and the city. s 

¥. 34. And there came againft Gibeah 10,000 
chofen men out of all Ifrael, &c.| Which, accord- 
ing to Ben Gerfom, were the hers in wait; and 


came from the fouth, as the Targum fays: and the 


battle was fore, not between thofe liers in wait, 
and the Benjaminites, but between thofe at Baal- 
tamar, and them who fet themfelves in battle-array 
againft them, and they fought ftoutly on both fides < 
but they knew not that evil was near them; that 
there was an ambufh laid, by which they were in 
great danger; they knew nothing of the 10,000 
men that were now come out againft Gideah, and 
were between them and that. . 

¥. 35. And the Lord fmote Benjamin before If- 
rael, &c.] Gave J/rael the vitory over them at 
Baal-tamar ; for notwithftanding all the art and 
{tratagem they ufed, their numbers and their va- 
lour, victory was of the Lord, and to him it is 
afcribed ; for until now Benjamin, though fewer in 
number, had been always, victorious : and the chil- 
dren of Sfrael deftroyed of the Benjaminites that day 
25,1003 which is the total fum of all that were 
flan of them that day, the particulars of which 
are afterwards given: all thefe drew the fword; 
were armed men. 


¥. 36. So the children of Benjamin faw that they 


were fmitten, &cc.| Their forces broken and worfted, ~ 


many being killed: for the men of I/rael gave place 
to the Benjaminites, at firft, and made as if they 
were afraid of them, and fo fled before them, which 
was only to decoy them to a greater diftance from 


the city of Gibeah: becaufe they trufted unto the 


liers in wait, which they had fet befide Gibeab ; that 
thefe would not only enter the city, and burn it, 
but meet the Benjaminites fleeing back to it, when 
they fhould turn upon them and fmite them, and 
fo cut off all that remained of them. ; 


¥. 37. And the liers in wait hafted, &c.) When 


the time was come agreed upon for them to rife 
out 


Ut fupra, §- 11, 
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out of their ambufh : and rujfbed upon Gibeab ; at 
unawares, with great force and violence entered 
the city, and took poffeffion of it; or extended*, 
or fpread themfelves unto it; before they lay clofe 
in a narrow compafs, but now they put themfelves 
in a regular order, and marched rank and file, and 
reached from the meadows in which they were, 
y¥.33. to the city: and the liers in wait drew them- 
felves along ; along the city, in every part of it, 
fpread themfelves all over it, and made themfelves 
~ mafters of every corner of it; or made a long 
found’ with a trumpet, protracted that to a great 
length, which was done to terrify the inhabitants, 
or to let the J/raelites know they were poffefied of 
the city : and fmote all the city with the edge of the 
fword ; old men, women and children, who were 
not able to bear arms. 

¥. 38. Now there was an appointed fign between 
the men of Ifrael, and the liers in wait, &c.) Or 
an appointed time, as the Targum ; fo Kimchi and 
Abarbinel. There was a time fixed, at which the 
men of J/rae/ propofed to be at Baal-tamar, exactly 
when the Benjaminites would be drawn at a proper 
diftance from the city, and then the liers in wait 
were to break forth, and rufh upon it, and enter 
it: and that they fhould make a great flame with 
fmoke to rife up out of the city; fet it on fire, and 
caufe the fire to burn fiercely, that there might be 
a large afcent of flame and {moke to be feen afar 
off; which, when the men of J/rae/ faw, they would 
know the city was taken. 

¥. 39. And when the men of Ifrael retired in the 
Battle, &c.] Which is before expreffed by their 
fleeing, and giving place to the Benjaminites, and 
was only an artifice of theirs to draw them off 
from the city : Benjamin began to fmite, and kill of 
the men of Ifrael about thirty perféns ; which was 
done in the highways leading to Shilob’ and Gibeah 
in the field, ¥. 31. for they faid, furely they are 
fmitten down before us as in the firft battle; when 
the greater number of the J/raelites were flain by 
them. 

y¥. 40. But when the flame began to arife up out 
of the city with a pillar of fmoke, &c.| Fire be- 
ing fet to it by the liers in wait, who had entered 
it, and who made a large fire, which caufed a vaft 
pillar of flame and fmoke to arife, which might 
be feen a great way off: the Benjaminites looked 
behind them; perhaps at hearing the blowing of the 
trumpet, and the long found of that: and bekold, 
the flame of the city afcended up to heaven, went 
upwards, and reached to a great height. 

¥. 41. And when the men of Ifrael turned again, 
&c.] Turned their faces to the Benjaminites, on 
whom they had turned their backs ; and which 
they did on hearing the found of the trumpet, or 
feeing the flame of the city, or both, and that in 
order to fight the Benjaminites, and {mite them, 
as now was their opportunity: the men of Benja- 
min were amazed; at this ftrange and fudden change 
of things, at the fight of the flame of their city 
behind them, and at the //raelites turning back to 
fight them, when they thought themfelves fure of 
victory, as at other times: for they faw that evil 
was come upon them, that they were in the utmoft 
danger, between two fires, as we ufually fay, liers 
in wait behind them, which had feized their city 
and burnt it, and the army of J/rae/ turning upon 
them with great fpirit and refolution. 


WM. 42. Therefore they turned their backs beforé 
the men of Ifrael, &c.] And fled from them : ‘ 
unto the way of the wildernefs ; what wildernefs is 
not certain, perhaps the wildernefs of Fudah, they 
did not turp direétly back towards Gibeab, per- 
ceiving that was taken, and in the hands of a body 
of men that would meet them, and therefore they 
turned on one fide towards the wildernefs, if hap- 
pily they could make their efcape thither, and fhel- 
ter themfelves: but the battle overtook them; that 
is, they that made war, as the Targum, the J/- 
raelites that were engaged in battle with them, 
purfued them, and overtook them : and them which 
came out of the cities they deftroyed in the midft of 
them; either the J/raelites that came out of their 
cities to affift their brethren, deftroyed the Benja- 
minites as they fled, or the Benjaminites who came 
out of other cities to Gibeah, thefe were deftroyed 
in the midft of it, with the inhabitants, by the 
liers in wait, when they entered it. 

¥. 43. Thus they enclofed the Benjaminites round 
about, &c.] Surrounded them on all fides, the army 
of Irae! being pofted in different places, and peo- 
ple coming out of all the cities to their affiftance. 
Fofephus *fays, they were forced into, and cooped 
up, in a-hollow place in a valley, fo that they 
could not éefcape: and chafed them; or caufed to 
purfue®; calling after them a purfuit, crying to 
one another as they went along, faying, purfue 
them, purfue them; fo Farchi and Kimchi; which 
cry, as it infpited the purfuers with zeal, fo the 
purfued ‘with terror: and trod them down with eafe; 
they making no refiftance, being quite difpirited ; 
the Targum is, *‘ from the houfe of their reft,’ 
where they took up their reft, and defigned to reft 
that night, but could not, being fo clofely pur- 
fued, and diligently fought after. Some take me- 
nuchab, rendered eafe, to be the name of a place, 
from or unto which they were purfued and trodden 
down, fee 1 Chron. ii. 52. and fo the Septuagint 
feems to take it for the name of a place, rendering 
it, from Noua: over-againft Gibeah, towards the 
fun rifing ; that is, as Yerchi interprets it, to the 
eaft of Gibeah, there was this overthrow and flaugh- 
ter made. 

¥. 44. And there fell of Benjamin 18,000 men, 
&c.] Juft the’number they had flain of [/ael in 
the fecond battle. This is the number of them 
that were flain when J/rael turned upon them, and 
by that time they got to the eaft of Gibeah ; after- 
wards 5000 more were flain on the high ways, and 
2000 near Gidom, as after related: all thefe were 
men of valour; as appears by three times facing 
and engaging with the army of J/rael, fo vaftly fu- 
perior to them, and twice beating them. 

¥. 45. And they turned and fled toward the wil- 
derne/s unto the rock of Rimmon, &c.]) Which fig- 
nifies a pomegranate ; perhaps it was in the form 
of one, and may be the fame as in 1 Sam. xiv. 2. 
where Saul is faid to be under a pomegranate tree, 
or under Rimmon, the rock Rimmon, for that is 
faid to be near Gideah, as this was. There was a 
village in the times of Yerom called Remmon, 15 
miles from ‘ferufalem to the north *, but could not 
be near this rock to have its name from thence ; 
hither the reft of the army fled for fhelter: and 
they gleaned of them in the highways 5000 men; 
who were fcattered one from another, and as they 
were found in the highways, and picked up, they 


were 
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~ were flain one after another, juft as ears of corn|and being fwift of foot, got to a wildernefs, w 
are gleaned one by one, after the harveft is got in,jwildernefs is not certain ; unto the -rock Rim 
or as grapes in fingle berries, after the vintage is|and abode in the rock Rimmon four months ; v 


over: aud purjued bard after them unto Gidom ;|\probably in a.cave of that rock, which might . 
Which perhaps had its name from the cutting off! 
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arge enough to hold. fuch a number ; Saud is. 
of the Benjaminites there : and flew 2000 men of|to have juft the fame number under it, and D, 
them ;, that is, 2000 more befides the 5000 before |had dlfo a like number in a cave at-Lingedi, x | 
thentioned. xiv. 2. and xxiii. 13,.and xxiv. 3. Aer from hence 
_¥. 46. So that all which fell. shat day of Benjamin |\thefe men might. fend out of their number to fei 
were 25,006 men, &cc.] tis before faid 25,100, |in,provifion. for, them from. parts adjacent, afte 
¥. 35. here the 100 are omitted, and the round{the heat of the action was over, and the rage and 
number of thoufands given, which is no unufual|fury of the J/raelites tubfided, 9 i 
way of fpeaking and writing: the whole army of] y. 48. dnd. the men of Irae] turned again + 
Benjanin confilted of 26,790, of which, 38,000|¥be children of Benjamin, 8c.) After they had de. 
were flain the field of battle, go00 in the high-|ftroyed their army, the city of Gideah, andthe in= 
ways, and 2000 at Gidom, in all 25,000; and we|habitants of it: not, content with this, in their: 
may fuppofe 100 as they were ftraggling in the}wrath and fury, turned and went, aud /mote them 
road, or found in bye places, or are not mentioned| with the edge of the fword, as well the men of every 
With either of the thoufands for the fake of a round] city ;. even men, .women.and children, in every 
number,. and 600 fled to.the rock Rimmon; as for|city of Benjamin, at leaft all thatJay in their way 5 
the. other 1000, it is highly probable they fell injand which they might do to be avenged on them, 
the two firkt battles, as Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel| for fending out their militia again. them, which. 
rightly fuppofe ; for it is nov credible, that though] had made fuch a flaughter among, them to the lofs. 
they got fuch amazing victories, .it.was:without|of 40,000 mea, or to fulfil their.oath, that fuch, 
the lofs of men, and thele are as few.as well can} who..came-not to Mizpeb fhould be put to death ;. 
bé imagined. archi thinks thefe.thoyfand fed to|for. which reafon.alfo. the retical { - 
the cities of Benjamin, and were flain. when, the J/-|gilead, as well as of the cities. of Bewamin, 3 ere 
raelites entered them, as after related, ¥, 48. which|put.to death, men, women and children,” cali in 
is much more probable than. a tradition they have, | the fame feverity with them, as withthe ( an 
_ that they went into the land of Rameuia,.and dwelt| nations, or as witha city given, to idolatry : as the 
there: Now all thofe that were flain, were men|eaft, and all that came to.band ;, {pared no living 
that. drew, the fword , soldiers, not hufbandmen, ar- | creature, herds and flocks: al/fo they Jet.on fire all. the 
tificers, €Fc. but armed men: ai] thefe, were men| cities that they cameunto, which belonged to the tribe 
of walogr 5, even thofe that fled, who chofe rather of Benjamin, fo exceedingly wroth were ..the 7. with 
to lofe their lives than afk for quarter. them, ,for.protecting. fuch. that had been ile all 
_ yi 471 But 600 men, &c.] Who were all that|thors of fuch abominable wickednefs,. and. for the 


= 
* 


were left of 26,700: turned and fled to the wilder-|\lofs of the lives.fo many valuable men. ©... 9. 
nes, turned out of the highway or common road,. ) . | ich chal ah 
| “ . blot sie mi 
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ufe thofe men that remained. as heathens, and: nog ; 
intermarry with them, as follows: .faying, there 
Joall not any of us give his daughter unto Benjamig 
to wife ; feeing shofe that ufed the wife of the £ 
vite in fuch a bafe manner, and thofe that protected 
and defended them, deferved to haye no wives. + 

M.2., dud the, people came to the boule of God, ~ 
&c.} , Not .to the. city Bethel, as the Targum, Sep- 
tuagint, and other verfions, but.to Shiloh, where- 
were the tabernacle and ark ;- and this is to be ain- 
derftood of the army after they had urterly des 
ftroyed the Benjaminites: hence we read of the 
camp in Shiloky y. 12. here they came not fe 
much fo rejoice, and be glad, and to return thank 
for the victory they had at laft obtained, as to 
}ment the unhappy. cafe of the tribe of Bemjami 
and to have counfel and advice, and confider. 
ways and means to repair their, lof$: and abode 
there till even before God ; fafting aud praying, 


i chapter relates how that when the J/- 
raclites came to be cool, and  ferioufly to 
refleét.-on what had pafied, they were fore grieved, 
and much lamented the cafe of Benjamin, and:were 
particularly concerned what they fhould do for 
wives for thofe few men that remained, that. the 
tribe might be built up again, ¥.1-—-7. and for 
thefe they provided wives, partly out of Fabeh-. 
gilead, the inhabitants of which came not up to) 
the convention at Mizpeb, and therefore they {mote | 
them; men, women and children, only referved | 
400 virgins, whom they gave to the men of Ben-| 
jamin; ¥.8—15. and partly from among the daugh- | 
ters of Shiloh, taken. at a yearly feaft there, the 
taking of whom was connived at, the other num- 
ber not being fufficient, ¥. 16—25. 


¥. 1. Now the men of Irael had fworn. in Miz- 
feb, Sc.) Where they were there convened, be- . 
fore the war began ; after they had heard the ac-}ftead of feafting and rejoicing: aad lift up 
count the Levite gave of the affair, which brought} voices, and wept fore; not fo much, or sf leak . 
them thither ;-and after they had fent meflengers}only for the 40,000 I/raclites that. were Main, | 
to Benjamin to deliver up the men of Gibeab, that| for the tribe of Benjamin, in danger of being ‘ole 
had committed the wickednefs ; and after they per-|las follows... ( acca deta cg. Sapeilie 
‘eecived that Benjamin did not, hearken to their de-}__ y¥. 3., dud Said, O.Lord God. of Yael, Sec ees 
mand, but prepared to make war with them ; then,|vah, the only living and true God, the. Rete ae 
as they refolved on the deftruction of Gibeab, and] beings, eternal, immutable, omnipotent and omni . 
of all the cities that fent out men againft them,|prefent, the God of all J/rael, of the cael ae hae 
r 
Ma. as 
en are ht 


evén all the inhabitants of them, men, women and|of J/rael, their Covenant-God. and. Rather ; a 
‘children, entered intoan oath, that they would{had ‘fhown favourjtothem in fuch.a peculiar” re 
‘a ' ees i ¥ 3 if co “ <b 

a , ; : 
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gracious’ manrfer, as he had not. to other nations,|* ¥. 6. And the children of -Ifrael repented them for 
and therefore hoped he would ftill have a kind re-| Benjamin their brother, &c.] Not that they went to 
gard unto them, and fuffer them to expoftulate} war with them, as if their caufe was not good ; bur 
with him in the following manner : wéy is this\for the feverity they had exercifed towards them, 
come to pajs in Ijrael; exprefling, as dbarbinel|efpecially in deftroying their women and children, 
thinks, a contern for the 40,000 men of J/rael|and for the fatal confequences like to follow here- 
which fell inthe two firft battles ; but it manifeftly|on, particularly the diffolution of the whole tribe : 


refers to the cafe inthe next words : that there 
Should be to-day one tribe lacking in Ifrael, meaning 


the tribe of Benjamin, which was all deftroyed, 


- excepting fix hundred men, and thefe had no wives 
to propagate the tribe ; and thereforeunlefs fome 
provifion could be made for that, it muft in a fhort 
time be totally extinct; for which they exprels 
great concern, it not being their intention when 
they made the above oath to extirpate them ; but 
fuch were now the circumitances of things in pro- 
vidence, that it mutt perifh unlefs fome way could 
be found to relieve it, and which their oath feemed 
to preclude ; and this threw them into great per- 
plexity. 

y. 4. And it came to pafs on the morrow, thatthe 
people rofe early, &c.] The day after their fafting 
and prayer, and a fenfe of their prefent cafe and cir- 
cumi{tances- being deeply impreffed upon their 
minds, they .rofe early in the morning to acts of 
devotion, and exercifes of religion, hoping that 
being in the way of their duty, the difficulties 
with which they-were perplexed would be removed, 
and built there an altar, if this place was Bethel, 
as Kimchi reafons, there Facod had built an altar ; 
but that in fuch a courfe of years might have been 
demolifhed : and if it was Shi/ob, there was the ta- 
bernacle, and fo the altar of the Lord there; 
wherefore this either fignifies the repairing of that, 
being in ruins, which is not likely, fince it was 


and faid, there is one tribe cut off from Ifrael this 
itp ; that is, there is a likelihood or great danger 
OL ite 

¥: 7. How fhall we do for wives for them that re- 
main, &c.| By which it feems, as well as by what 
is after related, that they knew of the fix hundred 
men hid in the rock Rimmon: feeing we have fworn 
by the Lord ; by the Word of the Lord, as the 
Targum, and fuch an oath with them was a facred 
thing, and to be keptinviolable,.even to their own 
hurt: that we will not give them of our daughters to 
wives; asin ¥. 1. and therefore they mutt either 
marry among the heathens; which was forbidden, 
or they muft make void their oath, or the tribe in 
alittle time would be extinét ; thefe were difficul- 
ties they knew not how to furmount, and this was 
the object.of their enquiry. - 

¥. 8. And they faid, what one is there of the 
tribes of Ifrael that came not up to Muizpeb to the 
Lord, &c.| This is afked not only to bring them 
to juftice, and put them to death, according to 
their oath, who fhould be found guilty, ¥. 5. but 
as an expedient to find wives for the furviving 
Benjaminites , fince thefe, as they came not to Miz- 
peb, fo confequently fwore not that they would not 
give their daughters to Benjaminites ; wherefore 
from among them wives might be given to them, 
without the violation of an oath: and behold, there 
came none to the camp from F abefh-gilead to the af- 


buc lately ufed, ch. xx. 26. or the building of a|/embly ; this was obferved by fome upon the quef- 


new one, which to do in the tabernacle was not 
unlawful, efpecially when the number of facrifices 
required it, which it is highly probable was the 
caie now, as it was at the dedication of the temple, 
1 Kings viii. 64. though the above-mentioned wri- 
ter thinks, that building an altar fignifies, as in 
many places, only feeking the Lord ; but the ufe 
for which it was built is exprefled ; and offered 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings ; both to atone 
for the fins they had been guilty of in the profecu- 
tion of the war, and to return thanks for victory 
given, and to implore frefh favours to be beftowed 
upon them. 

¥. 5. And the children of Ifrael faid, &cc.] One to 
another, after they had offered their facrifices, and 
whilft they were together in Shiloh : who is there 
among all the tribes of Ifrael, that came not up with 
the congregation unto the Lord ? when they were 
fummoned to come to Mizpeh, to confult together 
about the affair of the Levite’s concubine, as ap- 
pears by what follows: for they bad made a great 
cath, ina very awful and folemn manner, with a 
curfe annexed to it, as that about not giving a 
wife to Benjamin, ¥.18. concerning him that came 
not upto the Lord to Mizpeh; not abouthim, who 
did not go out to battle againft Benjamin, nor about 
every individual that did not come to confult about 
it ; but every city that did not fend their proper 


tion put, which caufed an enquiry to be made as. 
after related. This city was inthe land of Gilead, 
from whence it had its name, onthe other fide 
Jordan, and is placed by Adrichomius* in the half 
tribe of Manaffeb ; and Ferom *fays it was a vil- 
lage in his time 6 miles from the city Pel/a, upon a 
mountain, as you go to Gera/a. 

y. 9. For the people were numbered, &c.| To 
know who did come up, and who did not, and 
particularly to know whether the inhabitants of Fa- 
befo-Gilead did or not, againft whom an information 
was brought: and bebold there were none of the in- 
habitants of Fabefo-Gilead there; for as yet none 
that came had returned home ; all came to Shilob 
firft, to pay their devotion to the Lord; and as 
none were found among the living, it did not appear 
they were among the flain.; and very probably the 
mufter-roll was taken before they went to battle, 
and they were not on that. . 

¥. 10. And the congregation fent thither 12000 
men of the valianteft, &c.| That were in their army ; 
in the Vulgate Latin verfion it is only 10,000; but 
the Targum, Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic ver- 
fions, .and Yofepbus*, agree with the Hebrew . 
text. This place, according to Bunting, to which 
this army was fent, was 52 miles from Shilob*: 
and commanded them, faying ; thefe were the orders 
they gave them, when they marched out: go and 


reprefentatives or quota to affift in that affair: be|/mite the inhabitants of Fabefo-Gilead with the edge 


frail furely be put to death, this was fent along with 
the fummons, in order to quicken their attention to 


them. 


a Theatrum Terre S. p. go. 
@ Travels, &c. p. t2i. 
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> De loc, Heb, fol. 88, K, & fol, 93. L. 


of the fword, with the women and tke children ,; which 
it feems was according to theoaththey had made, 


¥. 5. 
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¥.11. And this is the thing that ye fhall do, &c.\wives to the Benjamiinites : becaufe the Lord bad made 
Which they gave them in charge to execute: ye|a@ breach in the tribes of ifrael ; by almoft deftroy= 
foal utterly defiroy every male, without any referve, jing ohne of them ; for though this was done by 
young of old, married or unmarried : and every |the I/raelites, yet by the permiffion and accor 
avoman that bath lien by man; whether lawfully or|to the will of God, and through his over-r 
unlawfully, in a married or unmarried ftate. © ~~ | providence. be wit Tea iy niet 

y. 12. And they found among the inbabitants of| y. 16. Then the elders of the congregation faid, 
fabefb-Gilead 400 young virgins, &c.] Or damfel\&c.| This being the cafe, that there peice 
virgins®; damfels that were virgins: that had \ wives enough for them, they were obliged to 
known no man by lying with any. male, which was fult. again, and confider of another expedient to 
judged of by their age, and by their unmarried |provide for theny; and this motion came fromthe ~ 
ftate, and by common report, unlefs it can be |elders of the peoples ‘not only in’ years, but in. 
thought they were examined by matrons ; but how Joffice : ‘how’ hall we do'for'wives for them that re: 
it was that they were not obliged, or did not think |main ; the other 200°who had noné : /eeing the wo- 
themfelves obliged by their oath to put thefe to|menare deftroyed out of Benjamin ? and fo no wives - 
death, as well as others, is not eafy to fay ; whe-|to be had there; and as for the J/raelites which 
ther they thought the neceflity of the cafe would|came to Mizpeh, who were of all the tribes of J/- 
excufe it, or they hada difpenfation from the Lord |rae/, they had folemnly fworn that they wouldnot 
for it, on confulting him ; however fo it was :|give any of their daughters to them, and therefore | 
and they brought them unto the camp to Shilob, which \it was a very difficult thing to provide wives for 
is in the land of Canaan , this is obferved becaufe | them. tc 
that Fabe/-Gilead was not in the land. of Canaan, 
from wherice they were brought, but in the land of 
Og king of Bajhan ; only what was on this fide 
Fordan was the land of Canaan, and in that Shilob 
was, to which they. were brought ; and this fhews 
that not the city Bethel, but Shiloh, was the place 
whither the people or army of J/rae] came to offer 
facrifice after the war was ended. 

¥.13. And the whole congregation fent fome to 
Jpeak to the children of Benjamin, &c.| Sent fome 
meffengers to them, to call them, and defire them 
‘to come to them: that were in the rock Rimmon ; 
the 600 men who hadshid themfelves in a cave in 
it, of which the people of J/rae/ were informed : 
and to call peaceably unto them ; to proclaim peace 
tothem, and affure them of it, and to let them 
know that they had no ill defign againft them, 
that they might come fafely to them, and would be 

_Kindly received and protected by them. 

y¥. 14. And Benjamin came again at that time, 
&c.] The 600 Benjaminites returned with the mef- 
fengers at the fame time to the people of J/rael, 
putting confidence in the affurances they had given 
them of peace and fafety : and they gave them wives 
which they had faved alive of the women of fabefb- 
Gilead ; in doing which they fuppofed they had 
not violated their oath, fincethough they had fworn 
that they would not give their own daughters, they } 
had not fworn they would not give the daughters of 
others ; and befides as’ the men of Yabe/fb-Gilead 
were not at Mizpeh when the oaths were made, 
they had taken none, and fo their daughters might 
be given in marriage to the Benjaminites, notwith- 
ftanding that oath: and yet fo they fufficed them not , 
there were not wives enough for them all; for 
they were 600 men, whereas the daughters of the 
inhabitants of ‘fabe/h-Gilead were but 400, fo that 
there were 200 more wanting. Abarbinel inter- 
prets the word we render /o in a different manner 
by right, as in Numb. xxvii. 7. and gives the fenfe 
thus, that it was’ not a point of juftice and judg- 
ment to do this to the daughters of ‘fabe/b-Gilead, 
namely, to fave and give them in marriage ; but 
they did this becaufe the people repented for Ben- 
jemin, as follows. 

y. 15. And the people repented them for Benjamin, 
&c.] That they had deftroyed all their women, 
and that they had faved no more of the daughters 
of Fabefb-Gilead, not a fufficient number to be 


y¥. 17. And they faid, there mutt be an inberi- 
tance for them that be efcaped of Benjamin, &e.] 
The efcaped are the 600 men in the rock Rimmon ; 
four hundred of them were fupplied with wives, 
the other two wanted ; and as there was an inhe- 
ritance divided by lot to the tribe of Benjamin, to 
that tribe and to that only it belonged, and they 
muft have it and no other; it now of right de- 
volved on thefe 600 men, and them only, and 
therefore provifion muft be made to increafe their 
number, that they'may occupy the inheritance they 
have a right to, rebuild their cities, ‘till their land, 
cultivate their’ vineyards and olive-yards, anden-. - 
joy all the advantages of their pofléffions : ¢thar@ 
tribe be not deftroyed cut of Ifrael ; but the full num- 
ber of the tribes be preferved, and their inheri-- 
tances belonging to them, according ‘to the pré- 
dictions of Facob and Mo/es, and the’ affignment 
of them by lot unto'them by Fofoua, © pe 

¥. 18. Howbeit we may not give them *wivestof 
our daughters, &c.} Though their cafe-was fo vet 
neceffitous and defperate : for the children of Ifrael 
have fworn, faying, curfed be he that giveth a wife 
to Benjamin, y. 1. and therefore without the’ vio- 
lation of their oath could not give any of their 
daughters in marriage to them ; wherefore fome 
other way muft be devifed-to help them. o 

¥. 19. Then. they faid, &c.] Some of the eld 
that fat in council, debating this matter, and con 
fidering of ways and means to affift their brethren 
the Benjaminites, and preferve their tribe from being. 
loft: debold there is a feaft of the Lord in Shilo 
yearly, where the tabernacle then was, and before 
which the males of //rael were obliged to appear 
three times of the year; and this was one of them, 
as is clear by its being called a feaft of the Lord ; 
and therefore cannot defign any civil feftival, or 
fair kept for trade and commerce. Some have. 
thought of the feaft of the paflover, but itis mof 
likely to be the feaft of tabernacles, as Adarbinel 
takes it to be ; which in Yewih writings is empha- 
tically called the feaft ; and the time of year when 
that was kept was a time of great rejoicing, on. 
account of the fruits of the earth being gather- 
ed in, and the reading of the law, and efpecia 
at the time of drawing of water at this feaft; in- 
fomuch that it is faid*, that he who never faw 
the rejoicing at drawing of water, never faw re- _ 
joicing in his life, which was attended with piping, 


49 Ton3 TV’) puellam virginem, Montanus ; puellas virgines, Pagninus, Tigurine verfion, Drufius, Junius 
lias, Pifcator. * Mifn. Succah, c. 5. §. 1,4. Vid. Maimon Hilchot Lulab, c. 8. §. 4g. 7 
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and. daheing; and finging: It is pretty ftrange 
what Kimchi notes, that this may be either one of 
the above’ feafts, or the day of atonement, at 
which he fays the daughters of J/rael ufed to go 
and dance in the vineyards, according to the words 
of the Rabbins ; when though’ that is reckoned 
among the featts, Lev. xxiii. it was properly a°faft, 
as itis called Aas xxvii.g. and all tokens of fe- 
ftivity and joy: were forbidden on it; and where 
thefe words of ‘their Radéins are. to be met.with he 

fays not: ina place wich is on the north-/ideof Be- 

thel; we rightly fupply 7 @ place ; for the inten- 

tion is not to deferibe the fituation of Shiloh, which 
was well known, but a place not far from it, where 

at this feftival the daughters of Shilob ufed to 

dance »-on'the caft-fide of the highway that goeth up 

from Bethel to Shechem ; this place lay to the eaft 
of a public road, that led from Bethel to Shechem : 
and on the fouth of Lebonab ; which Mr. Maun- 
drell ‘ takes to be a place now called Kane Ledan, 
which ftands on the eaft-fide of a delicious vale, 
having a village of the fame name ftanding oppo- 
fite to it on the other fide of the vale ; one of thefe 
places, either that Kane or the village is fuppofed 
to be the Lebonah mentioned Fudg. xxi. 19. to 
which both the name and fituation feem to agree. 
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take evéry one one, not more, and g6 off diretly 
with them to their own tribe. 

¥i22. And it fhall be when their fathers or their 
brethren come unto. us to complain, 8cc.| OF this 
rape of their daughters or fifters, or to. bring an 
action'againft them, and defire they might be fum- 
moned before them, the elders of the people, and 
be tried and judged:according to law for what they 
had:done ; or to'put them upon going to war with 
them again for fuch treatment of them : that we 
will fay unto them, be favourable unto. them for our 
fakes; for the fake of the elders, who advifed them 
to do what they did or for the fake of us I/rael- 
ites, your fake and ours, who were too fevere up- 
on them, and.profecuted the war with too»much 
vigour, which made what they have done necef- 

fary, or otherwife a tribe muft have been loft in J/- 

rael: becaufe we referved not to each man bis wife in 

the war ; either in the war with Benjamin, which 
they carried on with fuch wrath and fury as to de- 

{troy all the women, fo that there were no wives 

left for the men that remained, which they now 

repented of ; or in the war with Fabefh-Gilead, 
they did not referve enough of the women taken, 
only 400 virgins, whereas there were 600 men ; 
but the firft feems beft : for ye did not give unto them 


¥. 20. Therefore they commanded the children of\at this time that you fhould be guilty, the meaning 
Benjamin, &c.] The 200 men of the tribe thatlis, thatif they had any uneafinefs upon their minds 


wanted wives ; they ordered them as follows, and 
which they fpake with authority, being the elders 
of the congregation, ¥. 16. faying, go and lie in 
wait in the vineyards ; which might belong to Sdi- 
lob, or itmay be to Lebonahb, which perhaps is the 
fame with Beth-Laban, famous for its wine with 
the Mifnic writers; who fay * the fecond places 
for wine are Beth rimab and Beth-laban; and I fuf- 
pect that Beth-rvimab is the fame with Beth-rimmon, 
near which wasthe rock Rimmon thefe men were 
in; now this being the time of year when the vin- 
tage was juft over, the. vines were full of branches 
and leaves, under which the men might the: better 
hide themfelves ; and the grapes being gathered, 
there were no men in the vineyards, and fo migh 
lie in wait» fafely, and under cover., 
y¥. 21. And fee and bebold,if the daughters of Shi- 


about the oath which they had taken, not to give 
any of their daughters in marriage to Benjamin, 
they need not be difturbed at that, fince they did 
not give them to them, but thefe took them by 
force ; which was the fcheme thefe elders contrived 
to fecure from the violation of the oath. This they 
propofed to fay to quiet»them, and make them 
eafy, to which other things might have been added ; 
as that thefe° were their brethren, and not ftran- 
gers they were married to, and not to mean men, 
but to men of large eftates, having the whole in- 
heritance of the tribe of Benjamin devolved upon 
them ; and their daughters would be the. original 
mothers of the pofterity of that tribein fucceeding 
ages. ‘ 

y. 23. And the children of Benjamin did fo, &c.} 


Went and laid wait in the vineyards, and when the 


lob come out. to dance in dances, 8cc.] . As they ufed|daughters of Shilab came out to dance, they ruthed 


to do at this feftival, not along with men, but by 
themfelves ; and fo might the more eafily be taken 
and carried off; and though only males were ob- 
liged to appear from all parts at this feaft, yet fe- 
males might come if they would; and no doubt 
from neighbouring places at leaft many did; how- 
ever the daughters of Shilob, who dwelt where the 
tabernacle was, thefe always attended the feaft with 
demonftrations of joy, and among the reft with 
dancing, and that as exprefive of fpiritual and re- 
Figious joy, as in the cale of Miriam, and the J/rael- 
itifa woman, L£xod. Xv. 20. and as in latter times 
the moft religious men ufed to exprefs their joy at 
this feaft: now the 200 men in the vineyards, 
which lay near the field where thefe virgins ufed to 
dance at this time, were to watch and obferve when 
they came out of the city thither, and were en- 
gaged in fuch an exercife : then come ye out of the 
vineyards, and catch you every. man bis wife of the 
daughters of Shilob, and go to the land of Benja- 
min; they are directed to rufh out at once upon 
them, as they were dancing, fecure as they thought 
from moleftation and danger; and they were to 
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upon them : and took them wives according to their 
number , two hundred of them, each man a wife, 
and no more ; for though polygamy was in ufe 
in thofe times, and if at any, time neceflary, and 
could be excufed, it might feem now ; yet it was 
not indulged to, neither by the elders, nor by the 
children of Benjamin: of them that danced whom 
they caught; the rape of. the Sabine virgins by Ro- 
mulus, at the cirque plays and fhows, mentioned 
by various authors"; and the carrying off of 15 
Spartan virgins from the dances by Ari/tomenes the 
Meffenian', are fometimes obferved as parallel 
cafes tothis, andjuftified by it, particularly that of 
Romulus *: and they went and returned unto their 
inheritance ; the 600 Benjaminites, with their wives, 
returned to their own tribe, which was their inheri- 
tance by lot; and thefe being the only furvivors, 
had a right to the whole: and repaired the cities 
and dwelt in them ; in procefs of time they rebuilt 
the cities the Jfraelites had burnt in the late war, 
and repeopled them as their pofterity increafed. 
And the Fewi/h writers fay, that in after times they 
were allowed to marry with other tribes as before, 

* fince 
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- for they obferve, that it ran only, there fhall not any\rightuntos 


give wives to Benjamin, and foin time they became |&c.]; No fupreme magiftrate, Fe/bua being d 
numerous again. 1 4. I jand-as yet no judge in J/rae/had rifen wp ;,.fo 

¥. 24. And the children of Ifrael departed thence 
at that time, every man to his tribe and to bis family, done=between the death of Fo/hua, and, 


fervation of the tribe of Benjamin, who were the 
caufe of it, and had fuffered fo much in irs ‘the J/- 
raelites that had met at Mizpeb, andwho had not 
fallen inthe war, returned to their refpeétive coun- 
tries, to their wives and children, and the bufinefs 
of their callings: and they went out from thence | 
every man to bis inberitance , divided by lotto them, 


be/b-gilead, and the rape of the daughters of Shs 


Benjaminites, the laughter of Pieler | 
lok - 
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they call Shophetim or Fidges ; the principal defign 
of itis to give the genealogy of David, whom 
Samuel had anointed to be king of J/rae/, and 
from whom the Meffiah was to come, and whe 
therefore may be faid to be the aim and {cape of it, 
as he is of all fcripture s and wheteby ic appears 
that he {prung both from Fews and Gentiles, and 
is the faviour of both, and there is a good founda- 
tion for both to hope in him: and the call and 
converfion of Ruth the Moabdite/s, may be con- 
fidered as a fhadow, emblem, and pledge of the 


ae aN HIS book is called Ruth, not 
| becaufe fhe was the author of it, 
but becaufe fhe is the principal 
y, fubject of it. In the Syriac and 
te Arabic verfions, it is called the 
“hs, book of Ruth the Moabitefs, 
MERE! which defcribes her by the coun- 
try of which fhe was. Her name, according to 
Hillerus ' fignifies beautiful, of a good afpect, the 
fame with Calliope in Greek. As to the author of 
this book, fome attribute it to ii the prieft, who 


feems to have been too foon to give an account of 
the birth of David; others to Gad or Nathan; 
feme to Hezekiah, and others to Ezra; but what 
the Talmudifts affert, which is moft generally re- 
ceived, and mott probable, is, that it was written 
by Samuel; {0 they fay Samuel” wrote his own 
book, Fudges, and Ruth , and it is commonly faid 
that this book is an appendix to that of the judges, 
and an introduction to Samuel, and is fitly placed 


converfion of the Gentiles. Many things befides 
may be learnt from this little book, as the diffe- 
rent circumftances of good people in this life, and 
the particular providence of God refpecting them, 
It furnifhes out examples of bearing afflictions pa- 
tiently, of induftry, courteoufnefs, kindnefs to 
ftrangers, and young converts; and none can 
doubt of the divine authority of this book, that 
confiders the ufe made of it in the genealogies of 


between them both. According to Eu/edius" , with |Corift by the evangelilts Matthew and Luke. 


the Hebrews, Judges and Ruth make one book 


eH A. Pant. 


HIS chapter -tteats of a family that removed |of theirs -it belongs to, is not agreed. on. Fo- 
from the land of Cauaan to the land of Moab|/ephus ° places it in the government of Ei, but 
on account of a famine, where the father of it|that is too late for Boaz, the grandfather of Jefe, 
and his two fons died, and each of them left a wi-|the father of Devid, to live. Some Fewi/h writers, 
dow, ¥. t—5. the mother-in-law propofed to re-|as archi, fay ix was in the times of Jézan, who 
turn to her own country; and fet forward with her|they fay? is the fame with Boaz, but without 
two daughters in: law, whom, when they had gone|proof, and which times are too late alfo for this 
a little way with her, fhe intreated to go back, andjhiftory. . The Fewifh chronology 4 comes nearer 
expoftujated with them about it, ¥. 6—13.-upon|the truth, which carries it up as high as. the times 
which one of them did, but the other, Ruth, thelof Eglon, king of Moab, when Ebud was judge ; 
fubjec&t of this book, refolved to go the journey jand with which Dr. L#ghéfoot" pretty much agrees, 
with her, y¥. 1418. and they both came to Berh- {who puts this hiftory between the third and fourth 
lebem, the former refidence of her mother-in-law|chapters of Fudges, and fo muft belong to the 
Naomi, who was, greatly taken notice of by herjtimes of Ehud or Shamgar. Junius refers it to 
old friends and acquaintance, to whom fhe related|the times of Deborah and Barak ; and others * on 
her prefent circumftances, ¥. 19—22. account of the famine, think it began in the times 
Y when the Midianites opprefied J/rael, and carried 
¥. 1. Now it came to pals, in the days when the|off the fruits of the earth, which caufed it, when 
judges ruled, &c.] So that it appears that this|Gideon was raifed up to be their judge; ting * 
hiftory is of time and things after the affair of Mi-|places it in the times of Fephthab ; fuch is the 
cab, and of the concubine of the Levite, and ofjuncertainty about the time referred to : that there 
the war between J/rae/ and Benjamin ; for in thofejwas a famine in the land , the land of Canaan, 
times there was no king nor judge in I/rael,: but to}that very fruitful country. The Targus fays this 
what time of the judges, and which government|was the fixth famine that had been in the wats 
an 
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and it was in the days of Boaz, whois called Jb-| ¥.4. And they too them wives of tke women of ‘ 
zan the juft, and who was of Bethlebem Judab | Moab, &c.] Not before they were profelyted tc re 
_ butit is more probable that it wasin the days of|Fewi/h religion, as dben Ezra thinks, and which 
Gideon, as before obferved, than in the days of /é-}{eems plainly to be the cafe of Ruth; at leaft f ae 
zon: and a certain man of Betblebem-Judab, fo}was {o afterwards, if not before ; and alfo of Ors 
called to diftinguifh it from another Bethlebem 1n pab, as the fame writer concludes from) ¥.15. 
the tribe of Zebulun, Fofh. xix. 15. which had its}though others are of a different opinion, and fome 
name from the fruitfulnefs of the place, and the]excufe their marriage, and others condemn it as 
plenty of bread in it, and yet the famine was here 5 unlawful, among whom is the Targumif?, who — 
hence this man with his family removed from it :|paraphrafes the words, ‘*‘ and they tranfgrefied 
and went to fojourn in the country .of Moab, where the decree of the Word of the Lord, and took to 
there was plenty ; not to dwell there, but to fo- them ftrange wives of the daughters of Moab;” 
journ for a time, until the famine was over : be| however it was fo permitted by the Lord, and or-— 
and bis wife, and bis two fons, the namesof each|jdered in providence, that from one of them the 
of them are next given. Mefiah might fpring: and the name of the one was” 
y. 2. And the name of the man was Elimelech,|\Orpab; the was married to Chilion; and Aifhech. 
&c.] Which fignifies my God is king, as he was}gathers from hence, that the youngeft was mar- 
king over J/rael. In the times of the judges, the}ried firft before his brother: and the name of the 
government was a theocracy ; the judges werelother Ruth ; the Targum adds, “ the daughter of. 
raifed up immediately by the Lord, and ruled un-| Zg/on, king of Moab,” and that fhe was his daugh- 
der him; the Targum ‘calls him a great man, andjter, or the daughter of his fon, is a notion com- 
fo ‘Yarchi ; and it is very likely he was, efpecially|monly received with the Fews’, though without 
if it be true what is faid in the Fez chronology “,}any juft foundation ; fhe was married ta Mablon, 
that he was the brother of Salmon, prince of the}ch.iv. 10. one Philo * aflerts thefe two women to — 
tribe of Fudch ; and it is certain that Boaz the|be own fifters, for what reafon does not appear ; 
fon of Salmon was a kinfman of his, ch. ii. 1. andjand a Fewi/h writer* fays they were both daughters 
the name of bis wife Naomi , which fignifies fweet,Jof Eglon, king of Moab: and they dwelt there , 
pleafant, very likely a comely perfon, and of a|adbout ten years ; that is, Mablom and Chilion, who 
fweet difpofition ; a name of the fame fignification| married thefe women; which is .to be reckoned 
with Naamah, the fitter of Tubal Cain, Gen. iv.jeither from the time they came intothe land, or 
22. and according to the Talmudifts fhe was E/i-|from the time of their marriage ; the latter feems 
melech’s brother’s daughter ; for they fay *, that]to be the cafe from the connexion of the words. | 
Elimelech, Salmon, and the kinfman, (fpoken of in} y. 5. 4nd Mahlon and Chilion died alfo both of 
this book) and the father of Naomi, were all of|them, &c.] As wellas their father in the land of 
them the fons of Nahj/bon, prince of the tribe of] Moab, after they had lived with their wives 
Fudah ; the fame Farchi obferves on ¥. 22. and the|in it about ten years; the Targum is, * becaufe 
name of bis two fons Mahlon and Chilion ; which|they tranfgreffed the decree of the Word of. the 
feem to have their names from weaknefs and con-|Lord, and joined in affinity with ftrange people, - 
fumption, being perhaps weakly and confumptive|their days were cut off ;” or fhortened : and the 
perfons ; and it appears they both died young. It} oman was left of her two fons and her bufband ; 
is a tradition of the ews, mentioned’ by Aben|deprived bath of her hufband and her fons, which 
Ezra, that thefe are the fame with Yoa/h and Sa-| was a great affliction, aggravated by her being in a 
raph, who are faid to have dominion in Moad,|{trange country ; many are the afflictions of the’ 
1 Chron. iv. 22. which is not likely: Epbrathites of | righteous. “8 
Bethlebem-Fudah ; Farchi interprets Ephrathites by| y.6. Then fhe arofe with ber daughters-in-law 
men of worth and efteem ; and the Zargum is,|that fhe might return from the country of Moab, 
Epbrathites, great men of Bethlehem-Fudah , but no] &c.] After the death of her two fons, and having 
doubt they were called fo, becaufe Ephratah was|heard of the ceafing of the famine in J/rael, fhe 
one of the names of Bethlehem, Gen. xxxv. 19.|had a defire to go into her own country, where fhe 
Mic. v. 2. fo called from its fruitfulnefs ; though] would have better opportunities of ferving the 
Aben Ezra thinks it had its name from Ephratab| Lord; and having no heart to ftay in Moab, an 
the wife of Caleb; but it was fo called in the time|idolatrous country, where fhe had loft her huf — 
of Mofes, as in the paffage referred to : and they|band, and her two fons; and therefore prepared 
came into the country of Moab, and continued there ;\for her journey, and fet forward, and her two daugh-. 
unto their death ; all excepting Naomi, who re-|ters-in-law with her, to accompany her fome part 
turned when fhe heard the famine was over. of the way ; for it does not appear to be theirin- _ 
y¥. 3. And Elimelech Naomi’s bufband died, &c.}|tention, at leaft at firft fetting out, to go withher 
According to Yofepbus*, after he had dwelt in the}into the land of Canaan; and therefore it is enly 
land ten years, and had married his two fons to} faid, that they arofe that fhe might return, &e. for 
Moabitifo women, but, as Alhech obferves, the|/be bad heard in the country of Moab; which was 
text fhews that whilft he was living they were not}near the land of J/rae/, the borders of it reachin 
married to them, but after his death; and it is}to the falt-fea ; the Targum fays, fhe heard. it by : 
faid of them only that they dwelt there about ten]the mouth of an angel, but itis highly probable 
years ; fo that it is moft probable that their father]it was by common fame : that ibe Lord had viftted 
died quickly after he came into the land of Moab :| bis people in giving them bread that he had been 
and foe was left and her two fons ; in a ftrange land,| kind and gracious to the people of J/rael, by grant- 
fhe without a hufband, and they without a fa-Jing them plenty of provifions ; which might be 
ther. their happy cafe. after Gideon had vanquifhed the . 
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Midianites. who came yearly; and deftroyed and|ftreffés of a widowhbod-eftate « then fue kiffed 


carried off the fruits of the earth, which had! them 
caufeda famine’; fee Fudg. vi. 3,4, 5, 6. and viii.| order 


28. It feems as if the famine had continued 10 
years, fee ¥. 4. nor need this be thought incredi- 
ble, fince there was a famine in Lydia, which lafted 
18 years”. ;' f 
¥.7. Wherefore ‘foe went forth out of the place 
where foe was, &c.) What part of Moab the had 
dwelt in, and now removed from, is not faid’; it 
is calledthe country or fieldof Moab, fhe returned 
from ; ‘hence fomie have thought, that fhe and her 
hufband, and her fons, did not live in any of the 
cities of, Moab, but in a field ; either becaufe the 
Moabites would not fuffer them to dwell in their ci- 
tiesy only allowed them to pitch their tents in 
their fields ; or they chofe to dwell there, that 
ahey might as much as poffible avoid converfation 
with them, and be preferved from their idolatry, 
and other corruptions : and ber two daughters-in-law 
with her 3 who out of refpect to her, accompanied 
her fome part of the way, as relations and friends 
ufually did : and they went on the way to return un- 
to the laud of Fudab; they went along with her to 
the border of the land of Fudab, in her return 
thither ; for returning can only be faid of her with 
any propriety, becaufe her two daughters had 
never been there ; that was not the country from 
whence they came, and therefore could not be faid 
to return thither. 
¥. 8. And Naomi faid to her two daughters-in-law, 
&c.] When they were come, as it is very probable, 
to the utmoft limits of the land of Moab, and to 
the borders of the land of J/rael: go return each 
unto ber mother’s boufe ; the mother’s houfe is men- 
tioned, and not the father’s, not becaufe they -had 
no father living ; for it is certain Ruth had a fa- 
ther as well as a mother, ch. ii. 11. but becaufe 
mothers are moft affectionate to their daughters, 
and they moft converfant together; and becaufe 
women in thofetimes had apartments to themfelves, 
and who ufed totake their daughters to them when 
become widows 5 though fuch was the {trong love 
of thofe young widows to their mother-in-law, 
that they chofe rather to dwell with her, whilf the 
lived in Moaé, than with their own mothers : tbe 
Lord deal kindly with you, asye have dealt with the 
dead, and with me; that is, with their hufbands, 
who were dead; as the Targum is, that they re- 
fufed to marry men after their death; or rather it 
refpects their affectionate care of their hufbands, 
and behaviour towards them when living, as well 
as the refpect they fhewed to their memory, at and 
fince their death ; and alfo their filial duty to her, 
both before and fince ; and particularly, as the 
Targum exprefies it, in that they had fed and fup- 
ported her. . 
¥.9. The Lord grant you, &c.] Some make a 
fupplement here, the Targum a perfe&t reward, 
Aben Ezra an huafband ; and fo Fofephus fays< , the 
wifhed them happier marriages, than they had 
with her fons, who were fo foon taken from them ; 
but a fupplement feems needlefs, for what follows 


; in i. of her affeClion for them, and in 
to part with them; it being ufual then as now 
for relations and friends to kifs at parting : and 
they lift up their voice and wept ; to think they muft 
part, and never fee one ‘another more ; their paf- 
fions_ worked vehemently, and broke out in fobs, 
and fighs, and tears, and loud crying. 

¥. 10, And they faid unto her, &c.| When they 
had vented themfelves in cries and tears, and had 
recovered their fpeech : furely we wil! return witB 
theevunto thy people; to be profelyted, as the Tar- 
sum ; not only to dwell with them, but to worfhip 
with them. . 

¥. tt. And Naomi fait, tury again my daughters, 
8cc.] Suppofing this refolution of theifs only arofe 
from a natural affection, and not from any love to 
the God or people of Jrael; at leaft doubting 
whether it was’ fo or no, and willing to tty whether 
any one, or both of them, were really from a prin- 
ciple of religion inclined to go with het ; and defi- 
rous that they would thoroughly confider’ what 
they did, left they fhould repent and apoftatize, 
ahd bring a reproach upon the true religion: why 
will ye go with me ? what reafon’can you give ? this 
fhe faid in order to get out of them, if there was 
any real inclination in them to the true worfhip 
and fervice of God; though’ fhe keeps out that 
from her own guettions put to them as follows, 
that it might come purely from themfelves : aré 
there yet’ any more fous in my womb, that they may 
be your hufbands ? is there any ‘likelihood that I 
fhould ever have any fons to be inftead of huf- 
bands, or really hufbands to you? can it be thought 
that at my age, fuppofing | had an hufband, or an 
hufband’s brother to marry me, that there is in me 
a natural power of conceiving and bearing chil- 
dren’? this therefore can furely be no inducement 
to you to go along with me ; for fome, as Farchi, 
think the refers to the law of a hufband’s brother 
marrying his widow, and raifing up feed to him, 
which was known among the Gentiles before it was 
given to Urael ; fee Gen. xxxviii. 8. Deut. xxv. 5. 
to which ben Ezra rightly objeéts, that that law 
refpects a brother by the father’s fide, and not by 
the mother’s only ; to which may be added, that 
this law was not binding on a brother unborn, but’ 
on one that was living before the death of his bro- 
ther ; befides if this law had been in her mind, it 
would rather have furnifhed out’an encouraging 
reafon for them to go with her, fince there were 
kinfmen of her fons, to whom they might be mar- 
ried, asone of them afterwards’ was. 

¥. 12, Turn again my daughters, go your way, 
&c.] This fhe repeated ftill to try their affeCtions 
to her, and efpecially whether there was any real 
love to the God of J/rael, his people, and worhhip, 
but ftill proceeds upon the fame topick : for [an 
too old to have an bufband ; and can never think of 
marrying again on account of age, nor can you 
furely ever think I fhould, at thefe years I am now 
arrived to: if I fhould fay I have bope ; of matry- 
ing, and bearing children; fuppofe that: if f 


is connected with the wifh, and contains the fum of | /hould have a hufband alfo to-night ; be married to a 


it: that you may find ret, cach of you: in the|man directly, fuppofe that: 
houfe of her bufoand , that is, that they might each | /ons ; conceive and bear, 


of them be blefled with a good hufband, with 
whom they might live free from brawls and con- 


> 


and fhould alfo bear 
not female but male chil- 
dren, allow that; all which are mere fuppofitions, 
and could they be admitted, would not furnith ouc 


tentions, as well as from the diftrefling cares of |any reafon why you fhould be defirous of going, 


life, having hufbands to provide all. things necef- 
fary for them, and fo from all the forrows and di- 


} é; » Herodot, Clio, five, 1. 1. ¢. 94, 


with me. » 
¥.13. Would you tarry for them till they were 
: grown? 


* Antiqu. 1.5. c.g. §. 1. 
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grown ? &c,|] Itis not to be thought that they 
would tarry till fhe was married and had children, 
and then till thefe infants were grown up to mens 
eftate, and be marriageable; for though Tamar 
tarried for Shelab, yet he was born, and of. fome 
years of age, tho’ not a grown man, Gen. XXXVIii. 
11,14. would ye flay for them from having hufbands ? 
they were young widows, and it was fit they fhould 
marry again; and it could not be imagined, that 
they would deny themfelyes having hufbands, in 
expectation of any fons of her’s: nay, my daugh- 
ters ; 1 am well fatisfied you will never tarry for 
them, nor deprive yourfelves of fuch a benefit; itis 
unreafonable to fuppofe.it: for it grieveth me much 
for your fakes ; that fhe could be of no manner of 
“fervice to them, either to give them hufbands, or to 
fupport and maintain them, fhould they go with 
her; or J have exceedingly more bitterne/s than you *; 
her condition and circumftances were much worfe 
than theirs; for though they had loft their huf- 
bands, fhe had, loft both hufband and children : 
or it was more bitter and grievous to her to be fe- 
parated from them, than it was for them to be f- 
parated from her ; her affection to them was as 
{trong, or ftronger than theirs to her ; or they had 
friends in their own country that would be kind to 
them, but as for her, fhe was in deep poverty-and 
diftrefs, and when fhe came into her own country, 
knew not that fhe had any friends left to take any 
notice of her: that the hand of the Lord is gone 
out againft me; in taking away her hufband and 
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this time, and now apoftatized, fince fhe is faid 

to go back to her gods; and in this he is ; 
by fome chriftian interpreters *, and not without. 
reafon : return thou after thy fifter-in-law ; this the 

faid, not that in, good earneft the defired her to— 
return, at leaft to her former religion, only relates, 
though not as approving of, the conduét of her 
fifter, rather as upbraiding it; but to try her fin- 
cerity and ftedfaftnefs, when fuch an inftahce and 

example was before her. eres 

¥. 16. And Ruth faid, intreat me not to leave 
thee, or to return from following after thee, Bzc.] 
Don’t make ufe of any arguments to perfuade me 
to go back: or do not meet me, or be againft me*; 
don’t meet me with objections, or be in my way, 
or an hindrance to me, in going along with thee s 
don’t be againft it, for to be againft that was to 
be againft her inclination, defires and lutions, 
and againft her intereft: for whither goeft I 
will go let the country fhe was going to, be what 
it would, though unknown to her, and the 
fhould never fee her own country any: more: end 
where thou lodgsft, I will lodge ; though in ever fo 
mean a cottage, or under the open air: Zby people 
fhall be my people; whom I fhall chufe"to dwell 
among, and converfe with; whofe religion, laws 
and cuftoms fhe fhould readily comply with, hav- 
ing heard much of them, their wifdom, goodnefs 
and piety, of which fhe had a {pecimen and an ex- 
ample in Naomi, and by whom fhe judged of the 
reft : and thy God my God ; not Chemofb, nor Baal- 


children, and reducing her to a low eftate, penny-|/¢or, nor other gods of the Moabites, be they what 


lefs and friendlefs ; fo poor, as it appears, that her 
daughter-in-law, when come to the land of Ca-| 


they will, but Zebovgh, the God of Naomi, and of 
the people of //rae/. So afoul that is truly brought to 


naan, was obliged to glean for the livelihood of|Chrift affectionately loves him, and heartily cleaves 


them both, as in the next chapter. 

y. 14. And. they lift up their voice, and wept 
again, &c.} Not being able to bear the thought 
of parting, or that they mutt. be obliged to it: and 
Orpab kiffed ber mother-in-law , gave her the part- 

ing kifs, as the Yews * call it; and which was ufed 
by other people‘; but not without affection to her, 
and took her leave of her, as her kifs teftified, 
fince it muft be fo; and being moved by her rea- 
fons, and having a greater inclination to her own 
country than Rath had; of the kifs at parting, fee 
Gen. xxxi. 28. 1 Kings xix. 20. but Ruth clave unto 
ber ; hung about her, would not part from her, 
but cleaved unto her in body and mind ; forfak- 
ing her own people, and her father’s houfe ; nei- 
ther the thought of them, nor of her natiye coun- 
try, nor of not having an hufband, or any likeli- 
hood of it, nor of poverty and diftrefs, had any 
manner of influence upon her, but determined fhe 
was to go and abide with her. 

¥.15. And fhe faid, &c.| That is, Naomi to 
Ruth, after Orpah was gone: behold, thy fifter-in- 
law is gone back unto ber people, and ynto ber gods ; 
meaning Orpab, who was the wife of her hufband’s 
brother, as the word ufed fignifies ; fhe was not 
only on the road turning back to her own coun- 


unto him, refolves in the ftrength of divine graceto 
follow him, the Lamb, whitherfoever he goes or 
direéts ; and is defirous to have communion with 
none but him, and that he alfo would not be as a 
wayfaring man, that tarries but a nights; his peo- 
ple are the excellent of the earth, whom to con- 
verfe with is all his delight and pleafures; and 
Chrift’s God is his God, and his Father: is his fa- 
ther: and, in a word, he determines to have no 
other Saviour but him, and to walk in all his com- 
mands and ordinances. + 
y.17. Where thou dieft, will I die, and there will 
I be buried, &c.| She was determined to abide 
with her unto death, and not only was ‘defirous to 
die as fhe did, but where fhe fhould die; in the 
fame country, ‘cottage and bed, and be laid in the 
fame grave, in hope of rifing together at the re- 
furrection of the juft ; having no regard at all to 
the fepulchres of her fathers, which people in all - 
ages and countries have been fond of being laid in, 
as an honour and happinefs. So with the Greeks 
and Romans, not only relations, but intimate friends, 
and fuch as had a ftrong affection for each other, 
were fometimes buried in the fame grave, as Crates 
and Polemon', Paris and Gfnome*, and others}; 
fee Gal. ii. 20. Col. ii. 12. and iii. 1. the Lord do 


try and people, but to the gods thereof, Baal peor|/o, to me, and more alfo, if ought but death part 


or Priapus, and Chemofb, Numb. xxi. 29. and xxv. 
3. from whence Aven Ezra concludes, that fhe had 
been a profelyte to the true religion, and had re- 
nounced the gods of her nation, and retained the 
fame profeffion whilft her hufband lived, and unto 


* COE sees 4 “3 amaritudo mihi (eft) valde pre nobis, Montanus, Rambachius; fo Pagninus, 
© Berefhit Rabba, §. 70. fol. 6. 4. Shemot, §.5. fol. 94. 4. 


Pifcator, Drufius. 
f 


& Clericus & Rambachius. 


purine verfion; ne adverferis mihi, V. L. Drufius; fo Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
1 Vid, Kirchman, de funer. Roman, 1.3. ¢. 14. p. 433. : b, 


Strabo, Geograph, 1. 13, p. 410. 


difcedens ofcula nulla dedi. 
bos oo Ss ne occurras mihi, Vatablus, Rambachius; ne obftes me, Ti- — 


thee and me; this.is the form of oath fhe uled for 
confirmation of what fhe had faid, and to put an 
end to the debate on this fubje&t; what fhe im- 
precates upon hertelf is not expreffed, thould 1 

otherwife do than what fhe {wears to; pom] 


= 


—— 


Junius & Tremellius, 
Ovid. ep. 3. y. 14. Pi a4 


! Laért. im vita Cratet. 
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Naomi to fupply it in her Gwn mind, and as beingjages in Bethlehem formerly, people of rank and. 
what Wie Ris, fit to be named, and the greatelt] figure, or otherwife there would not have been fuch 
evil that could be thought to befal a perjured}a concourfe of people upon her coming, and fuch _ 
rims oe “~~ lenquiries made and queftions put, had fhe been 
¥. 18. When foe faw that foe was ftedfaftly\ formerly a poor woman. 
minded to go with ber, 8c.) That fhe was flrong} y. 20. And fhe faid, call me not Naomi, call 
in her refolutions, and ftedfaft in her determina-|me Méara,) &c.] The one fignifying pro/perity, 
tions mot to go back to her own country, but to/according to Fofephus™, and the other grief, but 
go forward with her ; and nothing could move her|-he is not. always happy in his interpretation of He- 
trom the firm purpofe of her mind, which. was|4rew words, or to be depended on ;_ by this indeed 
what Naomi wanted to make trial of: then fhe left|her different ftates are well enough expreffed, and 
Speaking unto ber, that is, upon that head of re-|he rightly obferves, that- fhe might more juftly be, 
turning home; otherwife, no doubt upon this a}called the one than the other ; but the words fig- 
clofe, comfortable, religious converfation enfued,|nify, the one /weet and’ pleafant, and the other. 
which made their journey the more pleafant and|Zditrer, fee Exod. xv. 23. and the reafon the. gives 
agreeable. . * confirms it: for the almighty hath dealt very bit- 
¥. 19. So they two went until they came to Beth-\terly with me, had wrote bitter things againft her, 
Jebem, &c.| Went on their way direétly till they] brought bitter afflictions on her, which were very 
came to it, without lingering or ftaying by the|difagreeable to the flefh, as the lofs of her huf- 
way, at leaft not unneceffarily, and not for any|band, her children, and her fubftance; fee Lam. 
time ; and they kept together, though Ruth was|iii. 15, 19. . 
a younger woman, and could have gone fafter,| y.21. I went out full, &c.]| Of my hufband 
~yet fhe kept company with her ancient mother, and] and children, as the Targum; of children-and riches, 
was no doubt very much edified and inftruéted by|as Aven Ezra and Farchi ; wherefore fome Fewifh 
her pious converfation; and it feems that they|writers blame her and her hufband for going abroad 
were alone, only they two; for as they had nojat fuch a time, and afcribe it to a covetous difpo- 
camels nor affes to ride on, but were obliged to|fition, and an unwillingnefs to relieve the poor that 
travel on foot, fo they had no fervants to wait}came to them in their-diftrefs, and therefore got 
upon them, and affift them in their journey, fuch}out of the way of them, on account of which they 
were their mean circumftances : and it came to pafs,;were punifhed, fo Farchi on y. 1.. fee Fudg. ii. 15. 
when they were come to Bethlehem ; had entered the} but this is faid without any juft caufe or reafon that 
city, and were feen by fome that formerly had}appears: and the Lord hath brought me home again 
known Naomi, or at leaft to whom fhe made|empty;, deprived of her hufband, children and fub- 
herfelf known; that all the city was moved about| {tance ; fhe acknowledges the hand of God in it, 
them; the news of their arrival was foon fpread|and feems not to murmur at it, but to fubmit to 
throughout the place, and the whole city rang of|it quietly, and bear it patiently: why then call ye 
it; fo the Septuagint verfion, all the city founded ;\me Naomi; when there is nothing pleafant and 
it was all the talk every where, it was in every|agreeable in me, nor in my circumiftances : /eezng the. 
body’s mouth, that Naomi, who had been fo long| Almighty hath teftified againft me, and the Almighty, 
out of the land, and thought to be dead, and it|hath afflied me? had bore witnefs that that was: 
was not expected fhe would ever return more, was|not a name fuitable for her ; or that fhe had finned, 
now come ; and this drew a great concourfe of peo-jand had not done what was well-pleafing in his 
ple in a tumultuous manner, as the word fignifies,| fight, as appeared by his afflicting her ;_ fhe feemed 
to fee her; and as it may denote a corporal mo-|therefore to be humbled under a fenfe of fin, and. 
tion of them, fo the inward moving and working|to confider afflictions as coming from the Lord on 
of their paffions about her ; fome having pity and] account of it, and fubmitted to his fovereign will; 
compaffion on her to fee fuch a change in her per-|the affliction fhe means, was the lofs of her hufband, 
fon and circumftances; others treating her with} children and fubftance ;' fee 7ob x.17. and xvi. 8. 
{corn and contempt, and upbraiding her for leav-} y. 22. So Naomi returned, &c.|  Aben, Ezra 
ing her native place, and not content to fhare the|thinks, this is to be underftood of her returning 
common affliction of her people, intimating that]/at another time; but it is only an obfervation of 
fhe was rightly treated for going out of the land|the writer of this hiftory, to excite the attention of 
at fuch ‘a time into a {trange country; and others}the reader to this remarkable event, and particu- 
were glad to fee their old neighbour again, who|larly to what follows: and Ruth the Moabite/s_ her 
had always behaved well among them ; {fo the Sy-|daughter-in-law with her, which returned out of the 
riac and Arabic verfions, all the city rejoiced; many| country of Moab ; to Bethlehem, the birth-place of 
no doubt knew her not, and would be afking quef-|the Meffiah, and who was to fpring from her a 
tions about her, and others anfwering them, which] Gentile; and which, that it might be the more 
is commonly the cafe of a croud of people on fuch| carefully remarked, fhe is called a Moabite/s, and 
an occafion: and they faid, is this Naomi? that is,\faid to return out of the country of Moab: and 
the women of the place faid fo, for the word is| they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley- 
feminine; and perhaps they were chiefly women|harveft ; which began on the fecond day of the 
that gathered about her, and put this queftion in)feaft of unleavened bread, on the /ixteenth of Ni- 
*a way of admiration ; is this Naomi that was fol|/an, which anfwers to part of our March, and pert 
beautiful, and ufed to look fo pleafant and comely,|of April, when they offered the fheaf of the firft- 
and ndw fo wrinkled and forrowful! who ufed to|fruits to the Lord, and then, and not till then, 
might they begin their harveft, fee Lev. xxiii. 10, 


drefs fo well, and now in fo mean an habit! that 

ufed to be attended with maidens to wait on her,|14. and the notes there: hence the Targum here is, 

and now alone! for, as Aen Ezra obferves, this|‘* they came to Bethlebem at the beginning of the 
day of the paffover, and on that day the children 


fhews that Elimelech and Naomi were great perfon- 
° 


™ Antiq. 1. 5. e.g. §- 2 
Vor. Il. N°. re. 5B 
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ef J/rael began to reap the wave-fheaf, which was| which, was the fame time of the year; hence the: 
of barley.” So the Egyptians and Phenicians, near|comedian * calls that bird the king of Fgypt and, 
neighbours of the ews, went about cutting down|Phenicia. This circumftance is obferved for the 
their barley, as foon as the cuckow was heard,| fake of the following account in the next chapter. “ 


CEL Al Perey rt or eth A 


EE this chapter we have an account of Ruth’s| barley-harveft, ard as yet it was not over, nor per- 
gleaning corn in the fields of Bogz; a relation} haps for fome time after this; and knowing and. 
of Naomi, y. 1—3. and of Boaz coming to his|confidering the circumftances they were in, and un- 
reapers, whom he faluted in a very kind manner ;| willing to live an idle life, and ready to do any 
and obferving a woman gleaning after them, en- 
quired of them who fhe was, and they informed 
him, y. 4—9. upon which he addreffed himfelf to 
her, and gave her leave to glean in his field, and 
defired her to go no where elfe, and’ bid her eat 
and drink with his fervants, ¥. 8—14. and gave 
direétions to his fefvants to let her glean, and to 
let fall fome of the handfuls on purpofe, that fhe 
migbt gather them up, ¥..15—17. and then an 
account is given of her returning to her mother- 
in-law with her gleanings, to whom fhe related 
where fhe had gleaned, who was owner of the field, 
and what he had faid to her, upon which Naomi 
gave her her advice, ¥. 18—23. 


cient mother-in-law ; which was very commend-_ 
able, and fhewed her to be an induftrious, virtu-. 
ous woman: fhe addreffed her, and. faid: Jet me 


where, nor do any thing without her advice and 
confent ; fo dutiful and obedient was fhe to her, 
and fo high an opinion had fhe of her wifdom and. 
goodnefs ; fhe defired to go to the field which be- 
longed to Bethlebem, which feems to have been an 
open. field, not enclofed, where each inhabitant 
had his part, as Boaz, ¥. 3. though Farcht inter- 
prets it of one of the fields of the men of the 
city; hither fhe afked leave to go, not with any. 
ill intent, nor was fhe in any danger of being ex-. 
pofed, fince it being harveft-time the field was full 
of people : her end in going thither is expreffed in 
the next claufe, and glean ears of corn after him, 


y. 1. And Naomi bad a kinfman of her bufband’s, 
&c.] That was her kinfman by her hufband’s 
fide, who now lived at Bethlebem; and yet it does 
not appear, that Naomi made any application to 
him for affiftance in her circumftances, tho’ well 
known to her, as the word ufed fignifies ; which 
might arife from her modefty, and being loth to 
be troublefome to him, efpecially as he was a rela- 
tion, not of her own family, but of her hufband’s ; 
but what is more ftrange, that this kinfman had 
taken no notice of her, nor fent to her, who yet 
was a very generous and liberal man, and had 
knowledge of her coming, for he had heard of the 
character of Ruth, ¥. 11,12. but perhaps he was 
not acquainted with their indigent circumftances : 
a mighty man of wealth, a man of great wealth 
and riches, and of great power and authority, 
which riches give and raife a man to, and alfo of 
great virtue and honour, all which the word for 
wealth fignifies ; to which may be added the para- 
phrafe the Targunujt gives, that he was mighty 


ears of corne between the ears of corn bound up. 
into fheaves, and there pick up the loofe ears that. 
were dropt and left. This fhe propofed to do 
with the leave of the. owner of the field, or of 
the reapers, whom fhe followed; fhe might be ig- 
norant that it was allowed by the law of God, 
that widows and ftrangers might glean in the field, - 
Lev. xix. 9, 10: Deut. xxiv. 19. or if fhe had 
been acquainted with it by Naomi, which is not 
improbable, fuch was her modefty and humility, 
that fhe did not chufe to make ufe of this privi- 
lege without leave; left, as Farchi fays, fhe fhould 
be chid or reproved, and it is certain fhe did in- 
treat the favour to glean, ¥. 7. and fhe [aid unto 
ber, go, my daughter; which fhews the neceffitous 
circumftances Naomi was in; though perhaps the 
might give this leave and direction under an impulfe 
in the law; in the fcriptures, in the word of God,}of the Spirit of God, in order to bring about an event 
a truly religious man, which completes his cha-|of the greateft moment and importance, whereby 
racter: of the family of Elimelech, the hufband of| fhe beeame the anceftor of our bleffed Lord. 
Naomi; tome fay that his father was Elimelech’s 
brother, fee the note on y. 2. and his name was 
Boaz, which fignifies, iz bim is frrength, ftrength 
of riches, power, virtue and grace; it is the name 
of one of the pillars in Solomon’s temple, fo called 
from its ftrength. This man is commonly faid 
by the Fews to be the fame with Jbzan, a judge of 
Trael, Fudg. xii. 8. fee the note on ¥. 1. he was 
the grandfon of Nab/hon, prince of the tribe of 
Fudab, who firft offered at the dedication of the 
altar, Numb, vii. 12. his father’s name was Sa/mon,| 
and his mother was Rabad, the harlot of Fericha, 
Matt.i. 5. A particular account is given of this 
man, becaufe he, with Ruth, makes the principal 
part of the following hiftory. 

¥. 2. And Ruth the Moabite/s faid to Naomi, &c.] 
After they had been fome little time at Bethlehem, 
and not long; for they came at the beginning. of 


fhe went out of the houfe where fhe was, and out 
of the city, and came into the field; though, ac- 
cording to the Midrafh®, fhe marked the ways a9 
fhe went, before fhe entered into the field, and then 
came back to the city to obferve the marks and 
figns fhe made, that fhe might not, miftake the 
way, and might know how to come back again : 
and gleaned in the field after the reapers ; when they 
had cut down and bound up the corn, what fell 
and was left, fhe picked up, having firft afked 
leave fo to do: and ber hap was to light on a part 
of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the 
kindred of Elimelech ; the providence of God fo or- 
dering and directing it; for though it was hap and 
chance to her, amd what fome people call good- 
luck, it was according to the purpofe, and by the 
providence and_direction of God, that fhe came 


Ch. iis ¥. J —— Be 


thing for the fupport of her life, and of her an- - 


now go to the field; fhe did not chufe to go any. 


in whofe fight I fhall find grace, or in or among the 


¥. 3. And foe went, and came, &c.}- That is, | 


~ 


stode gan’? 


. — 
_ ® Ariftoph. in Avibus, p. 565, ¢ mas w Tos ayuct, Sept. in fpicis, Montanus, Drufiua, Pifator ;: 
iter fpicas, De Dieu, Rambachius. P Midrath Ruth, fol. a1..4. Vid, Jarchi & Althech in loc, 
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to the reapers in that part of che field; Boaz, a'accourit of Ruth, arid he# condué, fince the had- 
neat kinfman of her father-inelaw was owner of,jbeen in the field: J pray you, let me glean, and ga- 
and afked leave of them to glean and follow them. |ther after the reapers among the foeaves; for though 

¥ 4. And bebold, Booz came from Bethlebem,\by the law of Jrael the had a right; a8 a poor wi- 
&c.] Into the field, to fee how his workmen went|dow and ftranger to glean, yet as the owner of thé 
on, and performed their fervice, and to encourage] field, and his fervants, by his appointment, under 
them in it by his prefence, and by his courteous}him, might have power. of fixing the time when 


language and behaviour, and to fee what provi-|fuch might glean, and of judging who were the 
fions were wanting, that he might take care and|proper perfons to be admitted, Ruth in her great 


give orders for the fending of them, it being now 
near noon, as it may be fuppofed ; and though*he 
was a man of gteat wealth, he did not think it 
below him to, go into his field, and look after his 
fervants, which was highly commendable in him, 
and which fhowed his diligence and induftry, as 
well-as his humility. So a king in Homer «is re- 
prefented as among his reapers, with his {ceptre in 
his hand, and chearful. Plimy' relates it, as a 
faying of the ancients, that the eye of the mafter 
is the moft fruitful thing in the field; and Ari 
fotle * reports, that a Perfan being afked what fat- 
tened a horfe moft ? replied, the eye of the mafter; 


modefty and mecknefs did not chufe to enter on 
this wotk without leave: /o fhe came; into the 
field and gleaned, having obtained leave : und bath 
continued even from the morning until now; had been 
very diligent and induftrious in gathering up the 
loofé ears of corn among the fheaves, as fhe fol+ 
lowed the reapers cutting down and binding up 
the corn in fheaves ; the began pretty early in the 
morning, and had ftuck clofe to ic till that time, 
which may be fuppofed to be about noon, or pretty 
near it, for as yet it was not meal-time, ¥. 14. The 
Septuagint verfion is theréfore very wrong; which 
reads ‘¢ from the morning until the evening,” for 


and an 4frican being afked, what was the beft dung|that was not yet come, fee.¥.17. but fhe tarried a 
for land? anfwered, the fteps of his matter: and|little in the boufe ; not that fhe went home to the 
faid unto the reapers, the Lord be with you , to give|city, and ftayed a little in the houfe of Naomi her 
them health, and ftrength, and induftry in their/mother, and then returned again, for fhe went not 
work ; the Targum is, ‘* may the Word of the|home until the evening, ¥. 17, 18. but the mean- 
Lord be your help:” and they anfwered him, the\ing of the fervant is, that fhe had been conftant 
Lord blefs you; with a good harveft, and goodjand diligent in gleaning all the morning, only a 
weather to gather it in; and though thefe faluta-|very little time that fhe was in the houfe, which 
tions were of a civil kind, yet they breathe the true|was in the field; either a farm-houfe of Boaz ad- 
fpirit of fincere afd undiffembled piety, and fhew|joining to the field; or rather a cottage or booths 
the fenfe that both mafter and fervants had of the|as 4ben Ezra interprets it, which was in the field, 
providence of God attending the civil affairs of|whither the reapers betook themfelves when they 
life, without whofe help, affiftance, and bleffing, |ate their meals; or to fhelter themfelves under the 
nothing fucceeds well. fhade of it, as Abendana, from the heat of the fun 
¥. 5. Then faid Boaz unto his fervant that was\at noon-day ; and here Ruth fet herfelf down a 
fet over the reapers, &c.) To direct them their|while for a little reft, and eafe, and refrefhment ; 
work, what part each was to do, and to fee that|and fome think fhe was here when Boaz eame, and 
they did it well ; to take care for provifions for|therefore took the more notice of her. 
them, and to pay them their wages when their! y. 8. Then faid Boaz unto Ruth, &c.) Having 
work was done, ‘Fofephus ‘calls him aleoxouos, that}heard what the fervant faid concerning her, he 
had the cam of the field, and all things relative to/turned himfelf to her, and addreffed her in the fol- 
it; the Fews » fay, he was fet over two and forty}lowing manner: bearef thou not, my daughter ? 
perfons, whom he had the command of: who/e|meaning not what the fervant had faid, but hereby 
damfel is this ? to whom does fhe belong? of what|exciting her to hearken to what he was about to 
family is the ? whofe. daughter is fhe? or whofe|fay to her, Noldius takes the particle to fignify 
wife? for he thought, as 4ben Ezra notes, that|befeeching and intreating, and renders the words, 
fhe was another man’s wife; the Targum is, of|bear, I pray thee, my daughter. Some from hence 
what nation is fhe? perhaps her drefs might be|conclude, that Boaz was a man in years, and Rath 
fomewhat different from that of the J/raeliti/b wo-|much younger than he, and therefore calls her his 
men, daughter: go mot to glean in another field, neither 
y. 6. And the fervant that was fet over the reapers,\go from hence; which fhe might be inclined to, 
anfwered and faid, &&c,| Who had taken a great|left fhe fhould be thought to be too troublefome 
deal of notice of Ruth, and had converfed with her,|to be always in one man’s field; but Boaz taking 
and fo was capable of giving anfwers to his maf-|a liking to her, and willing to do her fome favour, 
ter’s queftion; if is the Moabitifh damfel that came|chofe the fhould not go elfewhere : but abide bere faft 
back with Naomi, out of the country of Moab, per-|\by my maidens ; not maidens that gleaned alfo as fhe 
haps he had not got knowledge of her name, and|did, poor maidens he permitted to glean ; or that 
therefore only defcribes her by the country from|gleaned for the poor, and much lefs that gleaned 
whence fhe came ; and by her coming from thence|for him; a perfon fo rich and liberal as he was, 
along with Naomi,when fhe returned from Moad,with|would never employ fuch for his advantage, and 
whofe name Boaz was well acquainted, and of|to the detriment of the poor; nor would it be 
whofe return he had been informed ; and perhaps|admitted of, it being contrary to the law as it 
had feen her in perfon, and even Ruth alfo, tho’}fhould feem, and certain it is to the later traditions 
he might have forgot her; the Targum makes the|of the elders ; for it is faid*, ‘* a man may not 
fervant to add, that fhe was become a profely-|hire a workman on this condition, that his fon 
seis. fhould glean after him; he who does not fuffer 
y¥.7. And fhe faid, &c.]. Thefe are the words} the poor to glean, or who fuffers one and not an- 
af the fervant continyed, who goes on with thejother, or who helps any one of them, robs the 
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_ poor!” Bat thefe maidens were fuch, who either | ple which thou kneweft not heretofore; but by hear-— 
gathered the handfuls, cur and laid down by the} fay, and what fhe Jéarned of them from her huf- 
teapers, and bound them up in fheaves, or elfe band and mother-in-law, even the people of Tfrael; 
they’ alfo reaped, as ‘it feems from the following |to whom fhe was come to bea profelyte, and dwell 
verfe ; ahd it was very probably cuftomary in thofe among them, "as the Varun.” One Oe 
times for women to'reap, as it is now with us. ¥.12. The Lord recompenfe thy work, &c.] The’ 
oy. g. Let thine eyes be upon the field that they|Targum adds, in this world; meaning the kind of-" 
do reap, and go thow after them, &c.) And ga-|fices fhe had performed, and the good fervice fhe 
ther up the loofe ears of corn dropt and left by had done to her mother-in-law ; nor is God un- 
them: Lave I not charged the young men, that they | righteous to forget the work and labour of love, 
foall not touch thee? do her no Kurt, or offer any {which is fhewn by children to their parents ; and 
incivility or rudenefs to her, or even play any wan- | though fuch works are not in themfelves meritori- 
ton tricks with her, as is too common with young }ous of any bleffing from God here or hereafter, 
perfons in the fields at harveft-time. This charge}yet he is pleafed of his own grace to recompenfe 
he now gave in her hearing, or however fuggefts | them, and return the good into their bofom mani-. 
that he would, and therefore fhe might depend |fold, it being acceptable in his fight: and @ full 
upon it fhe thould have no moleftation nor any af-| reward be given thee of the Lord God of Ijrael, the 
front given her: and when thou art athirft, as at| Targum adds, in the world to come; which is called 
fuch a,feafon of the year, and in the field at fuch|the reward of the inheritance, Co/. iii. 24. a reward 
work, and in thofe hot countries was frequently |not of debt, but of grace; and that will be a full 
the cafe: go unto the vefféls and drink of that which|one indeed, fulnefs of joy, peace and happinefs, 
the young men have drawn ; which they had fetched|an abundance of good things not to conceived of, 
ftom wells and fountains in or near the city, and|fee 2 Fohn 8. under whofe wings thou art come to 
had put into bottles, pitchers, ce. for the ufe of |¢ru; whom fhe profeffed to be her God, and 
the reapers and gatherers ; we read of the well of | whom fhe determined to ferve and worfhip ; whofe’. 
Bethlebem, 2 Sam. xxiii. 15. now fhe is ordered to} grace and favour fhe expected, and to whofe care 
go to thefe veffels, and drink when fhe pleafed,|and protection fhe committed herfelf : the allufion 
without afking leave of any; and Booz no doubt|is either to fowls, which cover their young with 
gave it in charge to his young men, not to hin- | their wings, and thereby keep them warm and com~ 
der her. . fortable, and fhelter and protect them, fee P/: xxxvi. 
v.10. Then foe fell on her face, and bowed her-\7. and lvii.1. or to the wings of the cherubim over- 
elf to the ground, &c.} In great humility, and | fhadowing the mercy-feat, Exod. xxv. 20. and the 
under a deep fenfe of the favour done her, and as |phrafe is now adopted by the Fews to exprefs pro- 
fhewing the greateft refpeét, in a civil manner, fhe |{elytifm; and fo the Targum here, * thou art come 
was capable of: and faid unto him, why have I\to be profelyted, and to be hid under the wings of 
found grace in thine eyes; how is it that one fo|the Shekinah of his glory,” or his glorious She- 
tean and unworthy, fhould have fuch favour | &inab. int 
fhown? that thou fhouldeff take knowledge of me;,| y.13. Then fhe faid, let me find favour in thy. 
take fuch notice of her, fhew fuch affection to her, [/fght, my lord, &c.] Or rather, fince fhe had found 
and beftow fuch kindnefs on. her: /eeing Jam a|favour in his fight already: the words are to be 
ftranger 2 not a citizen of Bethlebem, nor indeed |confidered, not as a wifh for it, but as acknow- 
one of the commonwealth of Jrae/; but, as the |ledging it, and expreffing her faith and confidence, 
Targum, ** of a ftrange people, of the daughters of {that fhe fhould for time to come find favour in 
Moab, and of a people who were not fit and wor-|his fight, and have other inftances of it; for fo the 
thy to enter into the congregation of the Lord.” | words may be rendered, J fhall find favour”, for 
¥. 11. And Boaz anfwered and faid unto her, &c.]| which the gives the following reafons: for that 
Alfbech thinks, that he lift up his voice that all that | ¢0u baft comforted me, and for that thou baft fpoken 
ftood by might hear: it hath fully been fhewed me ; \friendly unto thine handmaid ; had {poke in her com- 
either by Naomi, or rather by fome perfons of Boaz’s|mendation, and wifhed her all happinefs here and 
acquaintance, that had-converfed with Naomi, and| hereafter ; faid kind and comfortable words to her, 
related to Boaz what paffed between them, by which |to her very heart, as in Jf. xl. 2. which were chear- 
he was fully informed of the following things men- |ing, refrefhing, and reviving to her: though I be 
tioned by him; though the above writer fuppofes, | wot like unto one of thine handmaidens , not worth 
that it was fhewed him by the Holy Ghoft: a//|to be one of them, or to be ranked with them, 
that. thou haft done to thy mother-in-law fince the| being meaner than the meaneft of them, a poor 
death of thine hufband, how that inftead of going] widow, and a Moabitifob woman: the Septuagint 
home to her father and mother, fhe continued with | and Syriac verfions leave out the negative particle, 
hers" how tenderly fhe ufed her; what ftrong ex-|and read, J foall be as one of thine handmaids. ~ 
preffions of love fhe had made unto her; what| ¥.14. And Boaz faid, at meal-time come thou bie 
care fhe had taken of her, and how fhe had fed| ther, &c.] This looks as if fhe was now in the 
and nourifhed her, as the Targum, and now was | booth, or houfe in the field, where the reapers ufed 
gleaning for her fupport, as well as her own: aad|to retire to eat their food, or reft themfelves, or 
how thou haf left thy father and mother ; in a literal | take fhelter from the heat of the fun. This meal 
fenfe, to go along with her mother-in-law, to affift|was very likely dinner, the time of which was not 
her in her journey, and fee her fafe to the end of yet come, but would foon, and to which Boaz in- 
it; and in a figurative fenfe her idol-gods, as in| vited Ruth: and eat of the bread; his fervants did, 
Fer. ii. 27. fo the Midrafh’: and the land of thy| that is, partake of the provifions they thould have ; 
nativity; the land of Moab, where fhe was born, | bread being put for all. So Homer + {peaks of a 
and where her kindred, relations and friends lived, | large ox flain for fuch a meal for the reapers, be- 
dear and engaging toher.: and art come unto a peo-\ fides the polenta afterwards mentioned, which the 
"women 
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the Septuagint does here: todip thy mor fel in the vine- 
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certain tree, of which a liquior is made, fomething'to 
drink ; ‘whereas this‘ was'tood, and was ate, as tol- 


gar; which was ufed becaufe ‘of the heat of thejlows, fee 2 Sam. xvii. 28:' and fhe did eat, dnd was 
feafon, as *farchi and Aben Exra remark, for cooling|/uficed, and left; the had *fuch a plentiful® fhare 
and refrefhment ;° and’ fuch' viftues Piiny’ afcribes| given her, that fhe had more’ than fhe could ‘eat, 
to vinegar, as being refrefhing’ t6 the fpirits, bind-}and was’ obliged to Jeavefome, and which %t feems 
ing and‘bracing the nerves; ‘and very cotroborat-|fhe carried home to her mother-in-law, yi-r8. 

ing and ftrengthening ; ‘and'it iscat this day ufedin|» y.15. And when fhe was rifen up to glean, &c.) 
Italy, it is faid, in harvett-time, »when' it is hot; After’ fhe shad ate fufficiently, and :eitefhed *her® 
where: they alfo\ ule’ wine mixed with vinegar andjfelf, fhe rofe up from her {cat to go into the field 
water, as Lavater {ays *3) and who froma learned |and glean again ; whicli fhows her induftry * Boaz 
phyfician)* obferves, ‘that reapers, inftead of wine, |commanded bis young men’ the reapers, or who ga- 
‘ufelvinegar mixed with a great deal of water, which|thered the'handfuls, and bound them up in fheaves : 
they call showfhold-wine, allayed with water $. to|/aying, let ber glean even -among the foeaves', this 
which ifoiland bread be put, it makes'a-coolitig|fhe had requefted of the: reapers when the ‘firft came 
meal, good for workmen’and travellers in the’heat|into the field, ‘and it was| granted her, ¥. 7. but:this, 
of the fun’; andithe Zargawealls it pottage boiled|as it was granted by Boaz himfelf, fo was ftill a 
in vinegar. The Romans had ‘an embamma, or|greater‘favour ; and thére is fome difference in the 
fauce, made.of vinegar; in which they dipped theirjexpreffion, for it may be rendered here, among 
food *; and)Theocritus * makes mention of vinegar|tho/e /heaves*, pointing to a ‘particular fpot where 
as ufed by reapers : in the Syriac verfion it is bread| might be the beft ears of corn, and’ where more of 
dipped in. milk.;:and in the Arabic verfion milk|them. had fallen: and reproach ‘her not, as, not 
poured upon itso: The Midrajh © gives an‘ allegori-/with her being a poor woman, a widow, a Moadi- 
cal fenfe of thefe words, and applies them to the|‘7/4 woman, fo neither with being a thief, or tak- 
Meffiah and his kingdom,' and interprets ‘the breadjing fuch corn fhe fhould not, or gleaning ‘where 
of the bread of the kingdom, and the vinegar of |fhe ought ‘not. . . el 

the chaftifements and afflictions of the Meffiah; as| ¥. 16.-And let fall fome of the handfuls on pur 
it is faid; bewas wounded for our tranfgreffions, &c.\pofe for ber, &c.] That is, when they ‘iad reap- 
Jf. liii. 5. which, by the way, is a conceffion that Jed an handful, inftead of laying it. inits’ proper 
the prophecy in that chapter relates to him: and {order, to be taken up by thofe that gathered after 
foe fat befide the reapers 3 the women-reapers ; fhe |them, or: by themfelves, in order to be bound’up 
did not fiv-dlong with ‘them, or in the midft oflin fheaves, fcatter it about, or let it fall where they 
them, in. the row with:them, as ranking with them, |reaped it : aad leave them, that fhe may glean them, 
bution onesfide of ‘them, which was an‘inftance of|and rebuke ber not , for'taking them, as if fhe did 
her great. modefty :\ and: be reached ber parched\a wrong thing. ao 

y.17. So fhe gleaned in the field until even, &c.] 
This parched corn feems to be the|An inftance of her great ‘diligence and induftry at- 


corn ; either Boaz himfelf, or he that was fet over 
the: reapers. 


new barley they were' reaping, which they fried in 
a pan and ate. Galen fays', the parched corn which 
is beft, is made of new barley moderately dried 
and parched ;:and that it was the cuftom of fome 
to drink the fame with new fweet wine, or wine 
mixed with honey, in the fummer-time, before 
they went into the bath, who fay they feel them- 
felves by this: drink freed from thirft. — But this 
feems to be a kind of food; whatiis fometimes cal- 
led polenta, which is barley-flour dried at the fire, 
and fried after: it hath been foaking in water one 


tending to this mean employment conftantly from 
morning to night: and beat out that fhe bad gleaned; 
fhe did not bind up her‘gleaniags in a bundle,’ and 
carry:it home-on her héad, as gleaners with us do, 
but the beat it- out with a ftaff in the field, where fhe 
eleaned it, and winnowed it, very probably in the 
threfhing-floor of Boaz; by which means, what 
fhe had gleaned was brought into a leffer compats, 
and was a lighter burden to carry home: and it 
was an epbab of barley; or three feahs of barley, as 
the Targum; which, according to bifhop’ Cuméer- 


night ; fo Lavater fays, they dry the barley, having|/and ', was fix gallons, ‘and three pints, and three 
been foaked one night in water, the next day they] folid inches : an omer is faid to be the-tenth part 
dry it, and then grind it in mills ; fome-drefs. new|of an ephah, and made into bread, was as much 
barley beaten out of green ears, and make it whilft}as a man could eat in-one day, Exod. xvi. 16, 36. 
moift into balls, and being cleanfed, grind it; and|fo that Ruth got enough in one day for herfelf, 
thus drefied with twenty pound of barley, they putjand her mother-in-law, which would laft five days 
three pound of lintfeed, half a pound of coriander |at leaft. This was a great deal for one woman to 
feed, and of -falt, all being dried before, are min-|pick up, ear by ear, in one day; and muft be ac- 
gled in a mill; and if to be kept, are. put into/counted for, not only by her diligence and induftry, 
new earthern veffels with the meal and bran: but}but by the favour fhown her by the reapers, under 
a later writer * takes this kali, rendered parched|the direction of Boaz,’ who fuffered her to glean 
corn, not to be any one certain fpecies, but fome-|among the fheaves, and let fall handfuls for her 
thing'made of corn and.pulfe, as lentiles, beans,|to pick up. | 
Fe. and efpecially fried or parched vetches, of all]  y..18- And fhe took it up, &c:] The ephah of 
which together was this kali or pulfe; andhe re-|barley, into her arms,’ or on her fhoulders : and 
futes the notion of fome, -who take it to be coffee,| went into the city ; the city of Bethlehem: and ber 
fince that has only been in wife fince the beginning| mother-in-law faw what fhe had gleaned ; the fet it 
of the 16th century, and at firft in Arabia and|down before her, and fhe looked at it with admi- 
is not of the kind of pulfe, but is the fruit of alration, that fhe fhould glean fo much in one day ‘ 
’ an 
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and foe brought forth , not Naomi, as Jofepbus * re-\to-fach, who were in the degree of kindred, as Boaz 
prefents it, who underftood, it, as.if the brought|was, and he that was ftafer ftill chanshe,towhem; 
forth foe. food, her neighbours had brought her, belonged the right of redemption, and, therefore — 
part of which fhe kept for Ruth,. though he takes} were called by the name of Goe/, a redeemer, as 
it in the other fenfe alfo; but the meaning) is, that} Bea Melech obferves;: they had a right to avenge 
Ruth brought forth out of a ferip, as the Targwm|the blood.of the flain, to-redeem their houfes and — 
adds; befides the ephah, of barley fhe fet, before|pofleffions; if fold:or mortgaged, andtheit perfons ~ 
her, fhe brought fome victuals.out of a bag: and|by marrying them, :andvraifing up feed) tora de- 
gave tober, that foe bad.referved after foe was fuf- ceafed brothery-orskinfman. Ciel af IPDS 
iced ; not.that fhe, cat of the barley, and her mo-| ogs24.dnd Ruth the Moabite/s foid, he faid unto ~ 
ther-in-Jaw alfo; and then the gave her the'reft to|me.a//a, <&c.) Befides: the favours he has fhown 
lay up.againft another time, as fome interpret it;|me already, he hasigiven me»reafon to ex i. 
but the remainder of the food which «Boaz, gave|for) he has, givemimesthis ftrit order: show foalt 
her at.dinner-time, which fhe could not eat, #..14.|4eep fot oy my young men, until ‘they bave ended all 
fhe referved for her .mother, and now-gave it. tomy baxvets both: barley-harveft and wheat-harvett; 
1er.;,an inftance of that. piety commended, by. the}his will was, that: fhevkept following>them, and’ 
apottle, 4 Zim. v. 4. 4 ; gleaned after them, as:long.as-both harvefts lafted. 
y¥.19. And her mother in-law faid unto, ber, where\ Vhe. Septuagint verfion» is, with my maidens,-and 
haft thou gleaned to-day? &c,|.. In what part of|which.agrees, with’ ¥. 8. where the order of Boaz 
the field of Bethlehem 2, or on whofe land, that the}is.exprefled, and with thesinftruétions of Naomi in 
“had gleaned fo;much ? not that the fufpected that|the nextiverfe, who-fo underftood it; but if we 
fhe had got it in an illicit, manner, but. fappofedjunderftand it of young men here,: there is no con- 
fhe had. been direéted -by the providence of God/|tradictions, for both young’ men’ and ‘maidens 
to a {pot of ground where there was good glean-|wrought together in the fame field; either in te 
ing ;,or that fhe had, met with fome hand, that hadjing, or bingingup; fochat if the kept faft by the | 
dropped ears of corn plentifully in, her) favour :|one, fhe alfo would do:the dame by thevother.’* % 
and.where wroughteft thou? which isthe fame quef-|.. ¥. 220\And Naomi faid unto Ruthher daughter= 
tion repeated in other words, and fhews, that glean- in-law, 8ec.] Obferving the charge Boaz had given f 
ing is. a work, and. a hard work :too,:¢lofely fol-|her, fhe, thought, fit tov advife her uponat: it is 
lowed, to be ftooping and,picking. up ears; of, corn |good, my: daughter, that thou go out with bismaidens; — 
a whole. day together :.dleffed be be that.did, take|that.is, go outin the-morning with ‘them, Yet) out 
knowledge of thee; the knew by the: quantity of|from Bethlebem when they «went to work, and fo 
corn); fhe. brought home,..that. fhe muft have had] continue; with them:alliethe -day : that \they meet 
kindnefs, fhewn. her by, fome. body ; and efpecially| shee notin any. other field the meaning is, either 
fhe knew it by the food fhe brought home,,and|that.men might not meet\her in anothen field alone, 
therefore .pronounced. ‘the; man, blefled, or wifhed|or, ruth wpon her! at: once and unawares; and re- 
him. happinefs, before fhe knew who he was\; tho’|proach her, or beat her, or indeed force her ; or 
perhaps the might guefs,at-him, or conje@ure injelfe that the fervants of Boaz might:not: meet her, 
her. mind. who. it was ,that had taken notice of|or fee,her in another field, and report it to their 
her: and fhe fhewed, her.mother-in-law, with wham| matter, who would be offended at her, and take it 
foe. had wrought; that is, with whole reapers, menias.a flight of his: kindnefs: to: her; which latter 
and. maidens fhe had wrought, whom :the follow-|feems-rather to be the-fenfe. . » Or 
ed in gleaning, they working in one fort.of work,| ...%. 236 Sa jhe kept aft by the maidens of ‘Boaz to 
and fhe in another, yet in the fame field: stheiglean, &c.] Accepting the kindnefs of Boaz, ‘and 
man’s name with whom I wrought to-day is Boaz ;\attending to the advice of her mother-in-law, as 
that is,.in- whofe field, and with whofe fervants,|well as ufing all diligence to get a livelihood for 
fhe wrought ; for Boaz-wrought not himfelf, un-|her mother and herfelf ; in-which fhe was’ a won 
lefs this can be underftood of her eating and drink-|derful inftance: of dutiful affection; humility and 
ing with him; but the other fenfe is bett. induftry : and fo fhe continued unto the\end of bar 
¥. 20. And Naomi faid unto ber dqughter-in law, \ley-harvefts and of wheat-barveft ; which latter be- 
bleffed be he of the Lord, &c.| Or the: Lord. blefs| gan at pentecoft, as the former did at the paffover ; 
him with all kind of bleffings, temporal .and fpi-|and, according to the Midrafh', from the begin- 
ritual and as. he has blefled- him, already, may|ning. of the one, to the end of the other, were 
he be bleffled more and more: who bath not left\three months; tho’ it may be, they were gathered in 
off his kindnefs to. the living, and to the dead, he had|fooner: indeed from the paflover to penrecoft were 
been kind to Elimelech and to his fons, who; were|feven weeks, which was. the difference between the 
now dead, and he continued his kindnefs to the|beginning of one: harveft, and the beginning of 
relicts of them, Naowi. and Rath, who. were liv-|the other: and dwelt. with her mother-in-law; which 
ing, and was kind to, them for therfake»of the]is to be underftood either of her coming home at 
dead; and fhewing kindnefs to them, expreffed his|night, after fhe had been gleaning all day, and 
refpeét to the memory of the dead: aad Naomi|lodging with her mother-in-law, which was her 
faid unto. her; continued her fpeech to her, and|conftanr cuftom during both harvefts ; or that af- 
added to what fhe had faid: she man is near of kin\ter the| harvefts were ended, fhe continued to dwell — 
unto us; a near relation of.ours, meaning by her] with her mother-in-law; which feems'to be added 
hufband’s fide :, yea, one of our next kinfmen; the|for the fake of carryingyom the hiftory in the fol- 
neareft we have, there was. but one nearer than he :|lowing chapter. 5 bande 139 Seth: ie 
the word, for kinfman here,is Gee/; a.redeemer ; for}. . nha» 24 
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“EN this chapter we have a propofal of Naomi to|unufual for great perfonabes, owners of farms and 
“LL. Ruth, with advice and directions to get Boaz|fields, to attend and overlook fuch fervice. © Pliny? 
for her hufband, y. 1—5: Ruth’s obedience to the}reports, that Sextus Pomponius, father of the pra- 
inftructions fhe gave her, vv. 5—7. the notice Boaz|tor, and prince of the hither Spain, prefided over 
took of her, and the converiation that ‘paffed be-|the winnowing of his reapers ; fo Gideon, another 
tween: them, °y. 8-~13. the difmniffion of her in|judge of Yael, was found threfhing wheat, Fudg. 
the morning to her mother-in-law with a gift, to|vi. 11, é, 
_ -whom fhe returned, andacquainted her with what} y.°3. Wafh thy/elf therefore, &c.] Thy flefh, 
had paffed, ¥. 14—18. “Yas Ben Melech, that fhe might appear clean and 
¢ aude, eh es neat, and free from all fpots, and every thing that 
¥. 1. Then Naomi her mother-in-law faid unto\might occafion a difagreeable afpect, or an ill 
ber, &ee.] ‘After theharvefts were over, and fo|fcent, and fo be acceptable to the man propofed : 
leaning likewife ; when Naomi and Ruth were to-|and anoint thee, not with aromatic ointments, as 
gether alone in their apartment, the mother ad-|great perfonages, both men and women ufed, as 
‘drefléd the-daughter after this manner: my daugh-| Aben Ezra notes, but with common oil, Ruth be- 
ter, fball I not feek for thee, that it may be well with\ing a poor widow, that fhe might look fleek and 
thee? that-is, in the houfe of an hufband, as in|{mooth ; and put thy raiment upon thee ; that is, 
ch. i. 9. her meaning is, to feek out for an~huf-jher beft raiment; for it can’t be fuppofed that fhe 
‘band for her, that fhe might have an houfe of|was now without clothes; or elfe her ornaments, 
her own to ‘reft in, and a’hufband to provide for|as the Targum; her mother-in-law advifes her to 
her; that fo fhe might be free from fuch toil and] put off ‘hér widow’s weed, the time of mourning 
labour fhe had been lately exercifed in, and enjoy|tor her hufband being perhaps at an end, and put 
much eafe and comfort, ‘and all outward happi-jon her ornamental drefs fhe ufed to wear’ in her 
nefs and profperity in'a marriage ftate with a good/own country, and in her hufband’s life-time. ‘Jar- 
hufband. Thissinterrdgation carries in it the force} chi ‘interprets it of her fabbath-day clothes: and 
ef a ftrong affirmation, may’ fugeeft that fthelger thee down to the floor; to the threfhing-floor 
judged it to be her duty, and that fhe was deter-| where Boaz was winnowing, and which it feems lay 
mined to feck out fuch a’ reft for her; and the}lower'than the city of Bethlehem: but make not thy- 
Targum makes her way of fpeaking ftronger ftill,|/e/f known unto the man, fome underftand it, that 
for that is, “* by an oath I will not reft, until the|fhe fhould not make. herfelf known to any mafy 
time that I have fought a reft for thee.” not to any of the fetvants of Boaz ; who, though 
¥. 2. And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with|\they knew her before, when in the habit of a 
‘whofe maidens thou waft? 8c.) He was, and her|eleaner, would not know her now inher beft and 
queftion fyppofes and concludes it, and which fhe|fineft clothes, unlefs fhe made herfelf known to 
obferves, that Ruth might take notice of it, and|them; but rather Boaz is meant, to whom it was 
encouragement from it; ‘and the rather, fince fhe|not advifeable to make herfelf known; and who 
had been admitted into the company and conver-|alfo, for the fame reafon, though he might fee 
fation of his maidens ; and which was more, tho’ her at fupper-time, might not know her, becaufe 
not mentioned, into the company and converfa-jof her different drefs: and the rather he is parti- 
tion of himfelf, and whom Rath knew full well ;|cularly intended, fince it follows, until he fhall 
and who being, as aomi thought, the next neat |have done eating and drinking 5 when Naomi thought 
kinfman, and obliged by the law in Deut. xxv. 5. |it would be the fitteft time to make herfelf known 
to marry Ruth, with which view his relation is{unto him, in order to gain the point in view, mar- 
mentioned: bebold, be winnoweth barley to-night in\riage with him. 
the threfhing-floor ; which afforded a fit opportunity] y. 4. Aud it fhall be when be lieth down, &c.] 
of meeting with him, being at night, and out of/On the threfhing-floor, under the open air, in or- 
the city, from his own houfe, and alone, and after}der to get fleep, and take reft : that thou hall mark 
a feaft for his reapers and threfhers of corn, as|the place where he fhall lie; the fpot he fhall lie on, 
feems from ¥. 7. as it was ufual to have threfhing-|and the direction in which he fhall lie, whether eaft, 
floors in an open place without the city, fo to win-|weft, &c. that when the light thall be taken away, 
now at them, whereby the chaff was more eafily}and the darknefs of the night come'on, fhe might 
fepatated from the corn, and that in the evening, |pretty eafily find the place where he lay: and thou 
when in thofe countries there were the ftrongeft|/ha/t go in and uncover his feet, and lay thee down ; 
breezes of wind to carry it off; hence the Targum go into the threfhing-floor, or to the place where he 
here has it, “* behold, he is winnowing the barley-|lay down, and gently lay afide the covering upon 
floor with the wind, which is in the night.” For|his feet, whether a blanket, or rug, or his own 
before the invention and ufe of fans in winnowing, |long clothes, with which his feet were wrapt, and 
it was only done by the wind carrying off the chaff, |then lay herfelf down at his feet ; this feems to be 
as the oxen trod the corn, for it was done in the|advifed'to, in order to give him a hint, that there 
threfhing-floor, as here: hence Hefod ™ advifes,)was fomebody at his feet. This may feem to us 
that the threfhing-floors fhould be xwew sv eae, in|to be ftrange advice, and not confiftent with the 
a place expofed to wind ; and fo Varro" obferves,|character of pious and virtuous women, which they 
the floor fhould be in the higher part of the field,|/both bore, and with that modefty they otherwife 
that the wind might blow through it ; *to this man: |feem to be pofféfled of ; to clear this, let it be ob- 
ner of winnowing Virg:/ * has refpect. Nor was it|ferved, that this man was, as Naomi thought, thé 
a OSs néxt 
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as to cover them by day ; nor was it thought mean 
and unworthy of perfons of note to fleep in fuch 
a. plate, and in {uch a manner as this’, And it 
might be chofen for coolnefs in thofe hot countries. 
Jercki- thinks it was. to. preferve, his corn from 
thieves ; though it might be, becanfe,it be ah 
ere the. feftival was over,. and too late to. go,hor 
noe 
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next kinfinan; and fo in right of the law in Deut. 
xxv. 5: was the hufband of Ruth, and therefore 
might take fuch a freedom with him as fhe did; and 
it feems by the fame law, as if the woman was to 
tnake the demand of marriage, which, may ferve 
to reconcile the carriage of Ruth to her character : 
befides, ‘what things in one age, and in one nation, 
are reckoned immédeft, ‘are not fo accounted jin 
another age, and in another, nation ; add_to, this 
the age and gravity of Boaz; and the well,known 
virtue of Ruth to Naomi, fhe might think herfelf 
quite fafe in the advice fhe: gave ;- and yet after all, 
it muft be owned, it is fomewhat difficult to ac- 
count for her fimplicity and wifdom in it; fince fhe 
could not ‘be fure that fin and folly would not be! 
committed, confidering the infirmity of human 


and befides he was ready for his bufinefs. the n 
morning : and foe came foftly s wich Moe 
aiSt PEs as Farchi, making as little 
ible. or fecretly, asthe Targum, that.no, one 
might fee her, and have knowledge of whatuhe did : 
ahd uncovered his feet ; turned up the fkire. of the 
garment that was upon his feet, or removed what- 
ever ‘covering was.Jaid.on them: .@ad Jlaid,her 
down; not.on the fide of him, which would haye 


nature; or that. fuch a behaviour in Rath would 


not alienate the affection of Boaz from her, and 
caufe him to confider her as a light and loofe wo- 


man, and unfit to be his wife: and he will tell 


thee what thou foalt do; being a judge of /rael, 
and expert.in the law,-he would inform her whe- 


ther he was the next kinfman, and had the right of 


redemption or not, and what methods muft be 
taken, and what rites ufed in order to her marriage 
with him, or another perfon. 
_ ¥. 5. And fhe faid unto her, &c.] Having the 
higheft opinion of her piety and prudence, and be- 
ing confident fhe would neyer advife her to what 
was.CcOntrary to true religion and virtue: afl that 
thou fayeft unto me 1 will do; obferve every inftruc- 
tion and direction fhe.gave.her, and attend ftridtly 
to every circumftance pointed out to her, as fhe 
did; the word for unto me, is one of thofe in- 
ftances the Ma/ora oblerves, is not written but-read ; 
the letters of the word are not in the text, only 
the vowel points, the reafon of which cannot well 
be faid; what the Midra/b* gives, can never f{a- 
tisfy. , my 

¥.6. And fhe went down unto the floor, &c. | 
From the city of Bethlebem, from her mother-in- 
law’s houfe there, to the threfhing-floor of Boaz, 
which was at fome diftance from it, and. lower: 
and did according to all that her mother-in-law bade 
her ; both before fhe went, and after; fhe wafhed 
and anointed herfelf, and put on her beft clothes 
before fhe went down, and when fhe was there 
took care not to make herfelf known to any, efpe- 
cially to Boaz, and marked the place where he lay 
down after he had fupped. 

x. 7. And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, an 
his heart was merry, &c.]. Having eat and drank 
freely, though not to excefs; and innocent mirth 
was always allowed in the time of harveft, and 
of the vintage, and of gathering the fruits of the 
earth, fee Fudg. ix. 27. J/. ix. 3. or bis heart was 
good; he was in a good frame and difpofition of 
mind, praifing God for his goodnefs to him, and 
to his. people; fo the Targum, ‘* and his heart was 
good, and he bleffed the name of the Lord who 
had received his prayer, and removed the famine 
from the land of J/rael:” he went to hie down 
at the heap of corn; in the threfhing-floor, which 
had either been threfhed out, or lay in fheaves to 
be threfhed out: however, it feems probable, that 
he had laid himfelf down on fome of the ftraw of 
the cotn threfhed out, with his clothes on, cover- 
ing his feet with the lower part of his garment ; it 
being ufual in thofe countries to wear long gar- 
ments, which ferved to fleep in by nights, as well 
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feemed immodeft, but, at hhis.feet, perhaps, acrofs 
them. ; ; ) ip SRO ba. Tay 
¥. 8. And it came to.pa/s at midnight, &c.| So 
long Boaz flept without. knowledge.of any perfon 
being at his feet, and fo long Ruth had Jain there ; 
but awaking, and perceiving fomething,at his feet, 
which prefled them, )it made him look about and 
feel, and, fo affected him, that the man was afraid; 
though, a iman, and a man of {pirit, |heywas afraid, 
a panic feized him, not knowing butiit might be 
a ipectre, a fpirit, or a demon, as farchi, and 
fuch an. inftance we have in hiftory * of, an ap- 
parition, which feemed to. put off clothes, and 
place itlelf in a bed where a man. lay, @c.. and 
turned bimfelf;.to, fee who it was: and bebold, a 
woman lay at his feet; which he knew, by, putting 
hts hand upon her head, as, Zarchi thinks, and fo 
knew her by her head-drefs or vail; or rather by 
her voice, as Aben Ezra,.and who fuppofes. the 
moon might fhine,, and he might be able to dif- 
cern fhe had no beard,, as well as alfo difcover her 
by her clothes. pceastheee 
y. g. And he faid, who art thou? ‘&c. ] He 
fpoke quick and fhort, as one difpleafed, or how- 
ever furprized and frightened, juft. coming out of 
fleep, and. in the night: aud Jhe anfwered, J am 
Ruth thine bandmaid , that had gleaned in his fields 
with his maidens, and with whom he had converfed 
there, and knew her by name: /pread therefore thy 


fRirt,.over. thy handmaid, which feems to account 


for the reafon of her uncovering his feet, or turn- 
ing up.the fkirt of his garment that, was upon them; 
not through wantonneis and immodefty, but to di- 
rect him, when opportunity offered, to {pread ic 
over her as a token of his taking her in marriage, 
and of her being under his care and . protection, 
and of her fubjection to him ; fo the Targum, <* let 
thy name be called upon me to take me for a wife.” 
Whether the cuftom, now ufed with. the. Jews at 
marriage, for a man to caft the fkirt of his Talizh, 
or outward garment, over the head of his {poufe, 
and cover it, was in ufe fo early, is queftionable ; 
and yet fomething like it feems to have been done, 
as this phrafe intimates, and to which there is an al- 
lufion in Ezek. xvi. 8.. So Farchi, ** fpread the fkirt 
of thy garments to. cover me with thy T@Zth, and 
this is expreffive of marriage ;” and ben Ezra fays, 
it intimates taking her to him for wife; though as 
the word fignifies a wing, the allufion may be to 
the wings of birds fpread over their young, to che- 
rifh and protect them, which are acts to be done 
by a man to his wife: for shou art a nearkinfman ; ~ 
as fhe had been informed by Naomi, to whom the 
right of redemption of her hufband’s eftate belong- — 
ed, 
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up feed to his kinfman, her former hufband. 

y. 10. And be faid, bleffed be thou of the Lord, 
my daughter, res Inftead of calling her an im- 
modeft woman fot laying herfelf down at his feet, 
and a bold impudent woman, fhe being poor, to 
afk marriage of him ; and inftead of being angry 

‘with her, and chiding and reproving her for di- 
fturbing and frightening him in the night, he bleffes 
her, and prays to God to blefs her, and profper 
her in what fhe had engaged, and in a kind and 
loving manner calls her his daughter : for thou baft 
fhewed more kindnefs in the latter end, than at the 
beginning 5 that is, to her hufband’s family; fhe had 
fhown much love to her hufband livingand dying, 
and to her mother-in-law, in leaving her country and 
kindred to come with her into a ftrange country, 
and in labour to fupport her, as fhe had done, all 
which was great kindnefs; to which the Targum 
adds, her being profelyted ; but the kindnefs fhe 
now fhewed, exceeded all the former, in that fhe 
was defirous, according to the law of God, to build 
up her hufband’s family, to marry the next near 
kinfman, even though an old man, to raife up feed 
to the name and memory of her hufband : ina/- 
much as thou followedft not the young men, whether 
poor or rich the phrafe of following young men 
is not to be underftood of committing fornication 
with them, as the Targum explains it, but of mar- 
riage to them ;- fhe fhunned their company and 
converfation, and did not put herfelf in the way 
of being carefled and addreffed by them, and re- 
fufed every thing of that fort, and did not chufe 
to follow any young man, rich or poor, as a bride 
follows her hufband when married to him. Now 
Boaz mentions this as an inftance of her virtue, 
and of her great refpect.to her hufband’s family, 
that a woman of fuch amiable qualities, virtuous, 
young and beautiful, who doubtlefs might have 
been married to a young man in her own country, 
or in J/rael, but chofe to marry the neareft of kin 
in her hufband’s family, to perpetuate his name 
and memory ; the Fews fay‘, Boaz was now 80 
years of age, and Ruth 4o. 

y. 11. And now, my daughter, fear not, &c.] 
Either of being forced and defiled, to which fhe 
had expofed herfelf by lying down at a man’s feet, 
or of being reproached as an immodeft woman for 
fo doing, or of being defpifed as a poor woman, 
and of not fucceeding in her fuit and enterprize: 
and I will do to thee all that thou require, which 
could be done according to the law of God, and 
without injury to another perfon after mentioned : 
for all the city of my people doth know that thou art 
@ virtuous woman ; or righteous, as the Targum; a 
good woman poffeffed of grace and virtue, hav- 
ing every agreeable qualification to recommend to 
the marriage-ftate ; and therefore fhould they come 
to the knowledge of the ftep taken to obtain it, 
will never reproach thee for it, nor blame me for 
marrying a perfon, though poor, of fuch an excel- 
lent charaéter, which by her conduct and behavi- 
our was univerfally eftablifhed. It is in the origi- 
nal text, all the gate of my people’; meaning either 
all the people that pafs through the gate of the 
city, that is, all the inhabitants of it, or the whole 
court of judicature, the elders of the city that fit in 
judgment there, as was ufual in gates of cities, fee 
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ed, and on whom it lay to marry her, and raife 
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ch. iv. t; 9. So the Targum, “ it is manifeft bé- 
fore all that fit in the gate of the great Sanhedrim 
of my people, that thou art a righteous wo- 
man.” 

¥. t2. And new it is true, that I dm thy near 
kinfinan, &c.) Her hufband ard he being bro- 
thers’ fons, fo own coufins : bowdert, there is a kinf- 
man nenrer than 1; who was, the Jews fay”, the 
bfother of her hufband’s father, and fo his uncle; 
which was anearer relation than an own coulin. 

¥.13. Tarry this day, &c.] Or lodge here to- 
night, where fhe was ; this he faid not from any 
ill defign upon her, but for het own fafety and ho- 
nour; that fhe might not be expofed to danger or 
difgrace; by returning home at fuch an unfeafon- 
able time of night. The firft letter in the word 
for tarry is larger than ufual in the Hebrew text ; 
which may be done to raife the attention of the 
reader, to obferve it as a thing very fingular, that 
a widow fhould lodge with a man without any di- 
minution of her chaftity; fo Buxtorf* fays; that 
hereby attention is noted, even the honefty of Boaz 
ordering Ruth to lodge without a man, and wait 
until a nearer kinfnan, according to the law, fhould 
come, and promifing that on failure thereof he 
would be the lawful redeemer ; but Dr. Lightfoot’ 
obferves, that as there is a fpecial mark over a 
word in the ftory of Zo#’s eldeft daughter lying 
with her father, Gen. xix. 34. and a fpecial mark 
on this word here, in the ftory of Ruth going to 
Boaz his bed, feems to relate one to the other, and 
both together to point at the great providente of 
God in bringing light out of darknefs, Ruth, a 
mother of Chrift, out of the inceft of Lot: and it 
all be in the morning, that if he will perforin 
unto thee the part of a kinfman, well, let bim do the 
kinfman’s part ; by marrying Ruth, and redeeming . 
her hufband’s eftate, which if he did, it would be 
all very well and right according to law; and it 
would be very well for Ruth, as Aben Ezra and 
Abendana interpret it; feeing, as they obferve, that 
kinfman was a’ very refpectable man, a man of 
great efteem and worth, a man of wealth and au- 
thority, and fhe would be well matched to him, 
Some think, as the fame writers obferve, that the 
word Tob, tranflated wel], is the name of the kinf- 
man, the fame with Todias ; fo R. Fofbuab fays*, 
that Sa/mon (who was the father of Boaz), and Eli- 
melech (the father of Ruth’s hufband), and Tod (this 
near kinfman) were brethren: but if be twill not do 
the part of a kinfman to thee, then will I do the 
part of a kinfman to thee, as the Lord liveth; that 
is, he {wore he would marry her, and redeem the 
inheritance, if the other would not ; for the phrafe, 
as the Lord liveth, is the form of an oath, it is 
{wearing by the living God; fo the Targum, «I 
fay with an oath before the Lord, that as I have 
fpoken unto thee, fo will I do:” le down until the 
morning ; and take fome fleep and reft, and be at 
eafe in mind, depending upon the performance of 
what I have promifed. 

yy. 14. And fhe lay at his feet until the morning; 
&c.] In the fame place where fhe firft laid her- 
felf down : and fhe rofe up before one could know an- 
other; becaufe of the darknefs, as the Targum, it 
not being yet break of day: and be faid, let it not 
be known that a woman came into the floor ; to whom 
he {poke thefe words is not faid, perhaps to Ruth, 
whom 
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ore ee as tidle may 
and chaftity, yet it became them to be caretul of|be rendered, what orhows, inttead of ; ind the 


them, or hinder the nearer, kinfman, from doing 
his part, who might refufe upon hearing that Boaz 


and Ruth. had been together; or this..was faid to 


his young.men, as the Targum. adds, charging 
them to Jet,no one know.of it; which is not fo 


likely : it is the fenfe of fome.Zewih writers +, .that 
Boaz {aid this in this, heart, in. an, ejaculatory’ 


prayer to.God, entreating that affair. might be a 
fecret, that .it..might, not be known that a woman 


fhe had? how had things gone with jhes fhe 
married or no ?, or rather, had the got,apromife 
it? orwas it likely that fhe fhould be married 2 
which. the anfwer agrees x aid fhe told ber-allthatabe 
man had, done. to her,\what kindnefs he-had fhown 
her,..what promifes he had.made to her, phatyeither — 
hey, or a, nearer’ kinfmanjywould. marry her, and 
redeem her, hufband’s eftate.. .o).004 sorbose 

~¥aa7, And foe faid, theje fix. meakaressof, barley 


had been in.the floor that.night, left the name of|gavebe me, 8cc.) -. Which. the. laid dows before - 


God. fhould be blafphemed, and he and Ruth, be 


wrongfully, reproached.) 0.0 | patie 
‘y.15.. Alo be faid, &c.] Which feems. to confirm 
the firft fenfe, that what he had faid before was to 
Ruth, befide which he alfo faid to her what follows ; 
bring the vail,which thou baft upon thee, and pold it; 
by which. it..appears, that, he rofe alfo thus early, 
fince he.ordered her. to bring her vail to him, aad 
hold it with.both.her hands, whilft he filled, itfrom 
the heap. of corn: this: vail ,was either, what.fhe 
wore.on her head, as women ufed to do, ‘ora co- 
verlet fhe brought with her to cover -herfelf, with, 
when. fhe lay. down; the Septuagint renders it. a 
girdle, that is, an apron fhe tied or girt about her ; 
which is as likely as any,thing: and when fhe held 
it, be meafured fix. meafures, of barley, what thefe 
meafures' were, is not exprefied ; the Jarguim is fix 
feahs or buthels, as the Vulgate Latin verfion; but 
that.is too much, and more than a woman could 
carry; unlefs we fuppofe, with the Targum, that 
fhe had ftrength from the Lord to.carry it, and 
was extraordinarily affifted by him in -it,..which is 
not very probable ; rather. fix omers, an omer be- 
ing the tenth part of an,ephah, and fo was a.quan- 
tity fhe might be able to carry: aud. laid it upon 
ker ; upon her fhoulder, or, put it on her head, it 
being no doubt as. much as fhe,could well bear, 
and which required fome affiftance to help her up 
with it: and fhe went into the city ; of Bethlebem, 
with her burden ; or rather be went; for the word 
is mafculine, and to be. underftood of Boaz, who 
accompanied her to the city, left fhe fhould. meet 
with any that fhould abufe her; and fo the Targum 
expreffes it, ‘* Boaz went into the city.” 
. ¥. 16. And when fhe came to her mother-in law, 


CHA 


HIS chapter relates, how an offer. was made 
to the the neareft kinfman of Ruth to re- 


her,. which was a proof of .his kindnefg to, hers 
that fhe;was acceptable to,him, and had well {ped 5 
of thefe fix,.meatares,, fee, ¥..15., whi 

are allegorically interpreted, of fix. ble 
fhould be beftowed upon her, as, then /pirit ifs 
dom, underflanding, Sc. as, UY: Xis) 2 10, farebis 
or of fix perfons that fhould {pring from, her; sas 
David,, Daniel, and his companions, and the king 
Meffiah,. asthe Targum: for be faid unto me, .gor 
empty unto thy mother-tn-lew , whichsas it cxprefled 
a regard to Naoms, \and .a. compaffionate, concern 
for hey fupport, fo’ would. give-her aflurance of the 


Hfuccels, Ruth met withs fhe,wouldirelate, to her. 4 


W118. Then faid fhe, fit fill, my daughters See} 


‘Keep, at. .home, fay. nothing-of thisaffeir to any 


perfon, be eafy about it, take no other flepsiin it, 
wait the iflue of it: wstil thou know bow- the mat 
ter will fall, not that fhe thought itewas achance 
matter, a.fortuitous.and contingent event with refpect 
to. God 5, for all decrees. come from heaven, as Aves 
Ezrg onthe text fays, and particularly marriages 
are deereed in heaven, and come about according 
to fuch decrees 5 fothe Targum, ‘*fit, my danghs 
ter, with’ me in the houfe, until the time thou 
fhall. know how it is decreed from heaven.:” forsthe 
man will not be at reft, until be have finifhed the thing 
this day 5 which the concluded, partly from his 
known integrity and faithfulnefs, diligence andyint 
duftry, and partly from his affection to Ruth, and. — 
her intereft in ic; for fhe perceived the had got his 
heart, both by what he had, faid to -her, and by 
the prefent, he had fent by her, and the was fatife 
fied he would not be eafy until he knew whetl 


he fhould have her or no. arpa 
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-¥.1. Then went Boaz up to the gates 8c.j > Tm 
the middle of the day, as ‘Yo/epbus * fayss to the gate 


deem her, and the field her hufband left, which he}of the city, where people were continually paffing, 
refafed.to do, ¥. 1—8. upon which Boaz redeemed|and repafling to and fromthe country, and where 
both, and married Ruth before the elders of the|he was moft:ikely to meet with the perfon he want= 
city as witneffes, and who congratulated him andjed to fee and converfe with, and where-courts ‘of “t 
het_on that occafion, ¥. g—12. to whom a fonjjudicature were ufually ,heldy and: where it was 
was born, called Oded by the neighbours, ¥.13—17.| proper to call one to determine the affair he hadan 
and the chapter is concluded with the genealogy of|hand; fo the Targum, ‘* and Boa went up tothe: 
David, who fprung from him, ¥. 18—22. gate of the houfe of judgment of the Sambedrim 2? 

tit . a 


* 


® Midrath Ruth, fol. 34; 14. fo fome in Abendana in Miclol Yophi in loc. + of 2 UD 
urine verfion, Draofius, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. _ © PR UD quid egifti? V.L. oad abi 
o R. Jonah in Aben Ezra, & Abendana in lec, quomodo tu filia meat Nolde p. 602, N°. 1626. 
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= and fet bim down. there ; waiting for the perfon or}give him notice of it; or 1 faid és he faid’ in his 
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perfons pafling by, with whom he chofe co fpeak :}heart and mind, purpofing todo it; or he faid it 
and behold, the kinfman of whom Boax /pake, came by ;|\to Ruth, promifing her that he would do it : ‘fay- 
the kinfman that was nearer than he, of whom he|ing, duy it before the inhabitants, and before the 


and winnowers, as Boaz had beens wxto whom .be\what to do in this affair, whether to redeem it or 
faid, bo; fuch an. one; calling him» by -his*name}|not : for there'is none to‘redecim it befides thee, and 
though itis not exprefled; whichthe writervof this} am after’ thee’, he was the firft, and Boaz was 
hiftory might not know, or if he did, thought it|the ‘next near kinfman, to whom the right of re- 
not material ro. give:it:, fome have been of ‘opi+|demption' belonged : and he Said, I will redeem it ; 
pion, that itis purpofely «concealed, .as. atjuft -re+|he chofé to make the purchafe, he liked the land, 
taliation to him, that as he chofe not to raife-up|which he’ ‘probably full well’ knew, and it might 
feed to his kinfman, toperpetuatechis name, fo his|lie near his own,. and make a’ good addition to it ; 
own is buried in oblivion; though ic might be} and asthe widow was determined, and under'a‘he- 


done in his favour, that his name might not-be|{ceffity to fell, he might expect to have it at a cheap 
known, and lie under difgracey* for refufing to \aét}rate ; all which might induce him at once to agree 
the part he ought according to» the’ law to have|to be the purchafer. . . 
done ; hence the plucking off the fhoe, and fpitting| y.%5. Then faid Foaz, &c.] In order to try the 
in his:face, were:.done. to fuch) an. one by way of|kinfman, whether he would ‘abide by ‘his’ réfolu- 
contempt and reproach.» The words are peloniial-|tion he acquaints bim with what he had as‘ yet 
mont, words ufed by the Hebrews of sperfons and|concealed : what day thou buyeft the field of Naomi, 
places, whofe names they either could not, or -did|thou wmuft buy it alfa of Ruth the Moabite(s, the wife 
not chufe to mention, which» two! words are con-|of the dead; the wife of Mablon who was dead, the 
tracted into palmoni in Dan. viii. 13. The namejeldeft fon of ‘Naomi, and \fo' his widow, Ruth the 
of this man-wasTZob or Tobias, according’to fome| Moabite/s, had the reverfion of the eftate ; where- 
Fewifo writers, fee the note on. ch, iii. 13. to him|fore the purchafe muft be made of her as well as 
Boaz faid, turn afide, and fit down here, and be\of Naomi,*and the purchafe could not be made of 
turned afide, and fat down; inftead of going’ right}her without marrying her ; which though no law 
forward, as he intended, about his bufinefs, hejobliged to, yet it feems to be a condition of the 
turned on one fide as he was defired, and fat down] purchafe annexed to it by Naomi, that fhe would 
by Boaz. F ' "fell it to-no man, unlefs he would confent to marry 
¥. 2. And he took ten men of the elders of the city,| Ruth, for whofe fettlement fhe ‘had a great’ con- 
&cc.| Who-were fuch, not merely in age but’ in}cern, having been very dutiful and affectionate to 
office, who were the heads of thoufands, fifties and|her; which is clearly intimated in the next claufe: 
tens ; ten of whom were a quorum to do bufinefs|to raife up the name of the dead upon his inberi- 
in judiciary affairs, to determine fuch «matters as|éazce ; and fo Naomi had another end to anfwer 
Boaz had to propofe, as to whom the right of re-jthereby, not only to provide a good hafband for 
demption of a brother and kinfinan’s widow, and|her daughter-in-law, but to perpetuate the name 
her eftate, belonged, and who were the proper wit-|of her fon, agreeable to the defign of the law in 
nefles-of the refulal of the one to do it, and of the| Deut, xxv. 5.°~ 
other’s doing it ; and from hence theYews* gather,|. y. 6. Aud ibe kinfman faid, I cannot redeem it for 
that the bleffing of the bride and bridegroom at|my/elf, &c.] On fuch a condition, becaufe he had 
their marriage, isnot to be done by lefs than ten|a wife, as the Targum fuggefts ; and to take an- 
perfons: and faid, fit ye down here, and they fat\other, would, as that intimates, tend to introduce 
down, and fo made a full court. contention into his family, and make him uncom: 
¥. 3. And be faid unto the kinfman, &c.|) That|fortable ; fo Fofepbus fays*, he had a wife and 
is, Boaz faid to the kinfman he called to, and who|children,: for that reafon it was not convenient for 
fat down by him before the ten elders that were|him to take the purchafe on fuch a condition: /e/ 
prefent: Naomi, that is come again out of the land\I mar my own inheritance; he corfidered, that as 
of Moab, felleth a parcel of land; meaning, that}he had a wife and children already, and as he might 
fhe was determined upon it, and was about to do{have more by marrying Rats, his family-expences 
it, and would do it quickly, and he had it in com-|would be increafed, and his eftate diminifhed ; and 
miffion to propofe it to apurchafer: which was our|what would remain muft be divided among many, 
brother Elimelech’s; not in a ftriét-fenfe, but being}and, this eftate in particular go to Ruth’s firft- 
akin to the kinfman and himfelf, and having been|born, whereby his own inheritance would be {cat- 
a neighbour ef them all, and an inhabitant of the|tered and crumbled, and come to little or nothing ; 
place, he is called: their brother; though fome|add to all which, he might fuppofe that her ancient 
Fewifo writers ‘ fay, that-he was in a ftri& fenfe| mother Naomi would be upon his hands to main- 
# brother of Boaz and this kinfman, and that Yod,|tain alfo: redeem thou my right for thy/elf; which 
Blimelech and Boaz were brethren, and fo Tob was|I am ready to give up to thee, for thou haft no 
reckoned the neareft kinfman, and had the firft|wife, as the Targum exprefies it: for I cannot re- 
right to redeem, becaufe he was the elder brother ;| deem it ; in the circumftances | am, and upon the 
but this does not feem likely ; fee the note on ch.| condition annexed to the purchafe. ; 
Bias. > to ¥.7. Now this was the manner in former time 
¥. 4. And Ethought to advertife thee, 8c.) To|in Ifrael concerning redeeming, &c.] It is acuftom, 


and 


- © Mifnah, Megillah, ¢. 4. §.3. T. Bab. Cetubot, fol. 7.1. Midrath. Ruth, fol. 35. 1. f Midrahh Ruth, 
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and not.a law, that feems here referred to, when 
an eftate was bought and fold; not the law in Lev. 
xxv. 25. for though that. refpects the redemption 
of an eftate by anear kinfman, yet no fuch man- 
her was enjoined, as here practifed afterwards, made 
mention of ; nor the law in Deut, xxv. 5. which 
does not concern the redemption of eftates, nor a 
kinfman’s marrying the widow of a deceafed kinf- 
man, but a brother’s marrying the widow of a de- 
ceafed brother, and the rites and ceremonies there 
enjoined upon refufal, are different from thofe here 
uled; though Fo/epbus i is exprefs for it, that the 
Jaw is here referred to; but this is not only con- 
cerning purchafe of eftates, but concerning chan- 
ging allo, one field for another, as 4den Ezra in- 
terprets it: for to confirm all things, the follow- 
ing cuftom was obferved for the confirmation of 
any bargain whatever, whether by fale or barter, 
and where there was no marriage in. the cafe: a 
man plucked aff bis face, and gave it to his neighoour ; 
fignifying thereby, that he yielded his right to him 
in the thing fold or bartered; the Targum fays, 
he plucked off the glove of his right-hand, which 
perhaps was then in ufe, when the Yargumift wrote, 
and anfwered the fame purpofe ; and, according to 
Farchi, it was a linen cloth, veil or handerchief 
that was ufed, and delivered by the one to the 
other ; and of this way of buying, writes Eiias*, 
at this day, fays he, we purchafe by a linen cloth or 
handkerchief, called /udar, which is a garment ; 
and this two witneffes take and explain before 
them the words of their agreement, and each of the 
witneffes ftretches out the fkirt of the garment, and 
thofe that take upon them to confirm every mat- 
ter, touch the fkirt of their garments ; and this is 
called purchafing by /udar, or the linen cloth: 
and this was a teftimony in I/rael; a witnefs to, or 
a confirmation of the bargain made ; but who gave 
the fhoe, whether the kiniman or Boaz, is not cer- 
tain from the text; and about which the Fewifh 
writers are divided, as archi obferves. 

¥. 8. And therefore the kinfman faid unto Boaz, 
Duy it for me, &c.} Which is repeated to fhew he 
gave his, full confent to it, that-he fhould make 
the purchafe of it if he pleafed, and which he con- 
firmed by the following rite: fo be drew off bis 
fooe , thereby fignifying that he relinquifhed his 
right to the purchafe of the eftate, and ceded it to 
him 3 the Targum has it, ‘* and Boaz drew off the, 
glove off his right-hand, and bought it of him ;” 
and fo Aben Ezra, ‘* and Boaz drew off his fhoe, 
and gave it to his kinfman,” as if this was fome 
acknowledgment for yielding his right unto him ; 
and about this there is a great diffenfion among the 
Fewifh writers !; one fays it was the fhoe of Boaz 
that was plucked off; another fays it was the fhoe 
of the kinfman; which latter feems righteft: and 
it may be obferved, that this cuftom is different 
from what is enjoined, Deut. xxv. there the wo- 
man was to pluck off the fhoe of him that refufed 
to marry her, but here the man plucked off his 
own fhoe who chofe not to redeem; nor is there 
mention of {pitting in his face; nor does it appear 
that Ruth did the one or the other ; though Fo/e- 
pbus™ affirms it, and fays, that fhe both plucked 
off his fhoe, and fpit in his face; neither of which 
are mentioned. 

¥.9. And Boaz faid unto the elders, and unto all 
the people, &c.] Who were prefent at the gate of 
the city, or in court : ye are witneffes this day that 
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I have bought ali that was Elimelech’s, all the land 
which belonged to him, who was the hufband of, 
Naomi, and the father of Ruth’s hufband, whofe 
eftate Boaz now bought, paying the value for it 
to Naomi: and all that was Chilion’s and Mablon’s; 
the two fons of Elimelech, who, had they been liv- 
ing, would have enjoyed their father’s eltate; but 
they being dead, it devolved on the mother, and 
after her on the widows, who mutt therefore agree 
to the fale of the eltate, as Ruth did, fee y. 5: 
Of Orpab no notice is taken, because fhe returned 
to her own land; and befides Adahlon, the huf- 


band. of Ruth, was the elder brother, and there- 


fore had the firft right to the inheritance; but as 
it was in the hands of Naomi now, the purchafe 
was made of her principally, and therefore Boaz is 
faid to purchafe it of she band of Naomi; to whom 
the money was paid, and who delivered ‘the eftate 
to him. ’ — 

¥.10. Moreover, Ruth the Moabitef, the wife 
of Mahlon, have I purchafed to be my wife, 8c. } 
Which was the condition on which the purchaie 
of the land was, that whoever bought that fhould 
take her for his wife ; nor did Boaz do evil in mar- 
rying her, though a Meabtite/s. Moab was not one 
of the nations with whom marriage was forbidden3 
and though it was a heathenifh and idolatrous na- 
tion, and fo on that account it was not fit and pro- 
per to marry with fuch, yet Ruth was become a 
profelytefs ; nor was this contrary to the law in 
Deut. xxiii. 3. fince, according to the fenfe the 
Fews give of it, it refpeéts men, and not women, 
and fuch men who otherwife were capable of bear- 
ing offices in the congregation; ‘* an Ammonite, 
and a Moabite, they fay", are forbidden, and their 
prohibition is a perpetual one, but their women are 
free immediately :” +o raife up the name of the 
dead, upon his inheritance, the name af Mablon, 
Ruth’s former hufband, to whom the inheritance 
would have come had he lived ; the raifing up of 
his name is net upon a fon of her’s by Boaz, for 
her firft-born was called Obed, and not Mahlon, and 
is always {poken of as the fon of Boaz, and not of 
Mahlon, but upon his inheritance, having bought 
his wife along with it, which the regifter of the 
purchafe would fhew, and fo caufe his name to be 
remembered ; and, as Farchi fays, when Rush went 
in and out uponsthe eftate or inheritance, they 
would fay this was the wife of Mablon, and fo thro” 
her his name would be made mention of : that the 
name of the dead be not cut off from among bis bre- 
thren, and from the gate of this place; might not 
be quite forgotten both in the city and in the court, 
and be remembered no more: ye are witneffes this 
day; this is repeated, that they might anfwer to it, 
as they do in the next verfe. 

y.11. And all the people that were in the gate, 
and the elders, faid, we are witneffes, 8c.) Both of 
the purchafe of the eftate by Boaz, being legally 
made, and of the marriage of Rath to him, the 
condition of the bargain : the Lord make the woman 
that is come into thine houfe ; not into his houfe 
ftrictly and literally taken, the place of his habj- 
tation ; for both he and fhe were now at the gate 
of the city, and as yet fhe was not introduced into 
his houfe ; but by his marriage of her fhe was 
brought into his family, and was become a prin- 
cipal part of it, being his wife. This is a with, 


prayer or benediction of the elders, of one in the —~ 


name of the reft, congratulating the married cou- 
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ple, arid withing them well: and particularly that | and a’ redeemer, for which th women bleffed°God, 
the. woman, Boaz had married before them’ as wits | and ftitred her up to do the fame. “ Aifhech observes 
nefles, might be /ike Rachel and like Leaby which that the women faid, ‘bleffed be the Lord, bécdute 
two did build the houfe of Irael; the two wives. of from him would {pring ‘the Meffiah ‘of’ the Lord, 
Facob ; the Targum adds, with twelve tribes for as did.\\Some refer this ‘to’ Bozz, ‘to whom the 
though fome: of the:tribes {prung fron their maids, | name of ‘kinfman, or redéemer, more properly be 
which ‘they. gave to Facob,yet the children born | longed} and who appéared to have done the office 


of them were: reckoned’ theirs: by a'moral’ eftima- jand duty of fuch an ohe;’ by redeeming ‘the eftate 


tion, as fome exprefs it.’ Rachehis-fer before Lead, | of his kinfmah,’ and marrying his widow; "thé ef 


“young womani; by which it'1s plain Ruth was” pre- 


The inhabitants of Bethlehem, as they fell into her 


thongh the youngeft, and had the feweit children, 
becaufe the was his firft wife in his intention, and 
according to »the covenant »niade with ‘her. father, 
though impofed upon and ‘deceived; and’ fhe was 
his moréslawful wife, and. his? moft beloved ‘one. 
By-thevchildfenof thefe two, and their maidens; 
the:houfe or family of J/zelwas-built up, and'be- 
came’ avereat nation, confifting .of twelve tribes, 
very numerous: and do \thou worthily in Epbratab, 
end be famous in Bethlebem; twonames of -one an 
thefame place, Gen. xxxv.agui Mic. v. 20"-Thefe 
words: feem to; be idirected ito Boaz, particularly 
praying,: that he might cotinue to do worthy and 
virtuous actions, as well: as\increafe inowealth and 
riches, powenand authority, and retain his name and 
fame, and grow in credit and reputation'amonghis! 
fellow-citizers. vanst bs ty wes. ow 
¥.12. And let. thy. boufe belike the houfe of Pha- 
rez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, &c.\ Of whole: 
tribe the Betblebemites were; vandswere alio< of the 
hhoufe or family of Pharcay as appearsyrom yond, 
%&c,,, who. was born to Judah oti amar, one of an-' 
-other nation, as Ruth was, and fromewhom fprung 
avery numerous family, one/of ;the five:families 
of Fudab; and they wifhothatthe familyof soaz, 
*by Ruth, might be-as numerous; and if Boaz was 
the fame.with Jézan, as the Fews day, though that 
wants proof, he bad a very numerous’ offspring, 
thirty fons and.thirty. daughters, udg. xii 8, 9. 
of the. feed» which the Lord.ifoall: give ‘thee. of this 


, 


fent, for’ they do, as it were, | point: to: her; and 
that the was a young woman;sthouglna: widow : 
the Jews fay, fhe was forty years of age, as ob-| 
ferved in ch. iii! 10. and the elders with and pray, 
he might have a numerous family of the “children 
the Lord would give him by her; and this might 
be the rather expected of her, as being a young 
woman, yet only as the gift of God, as children 
are, Pf cxxvil. 3. . 

¥. 13. So Boaz took Ruth, and fhe was bis wife, 
&c.] ‘Without any other rites or ceremonies than’ 
what are here exprefied ; for as yet the rites and 
ceremonies, now in ufe with the Fews o, in mar- 
riages, had not obtained: aud when be went in unio 


duty performed by him: the Lord gave ber’ con- 
ception ; for this is of God, letythe circumftance 
of the perfon, as to age, be as-it may: aad she 
bare a fon, at the year’s end, as Fo/ephus ® re- 
lates. ES XB) Sie By 

y.14. And the women faid unto Naomi, &c.] 


company ; or perhaps thefe were the women that 
were called to the labour of Ruth, and attended 
the birth of the child: d/effed be the Lord, which 
bath not left thee this day without a kinfman, a 
grand-child born to her that day. In Moab the 
was bereaved of her hufband and of two fons; but 
now fhe is not left without a relation, a kinfman, 
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fect of which was, that'a fon'was born; who would 
be heir'of the eftate ; “bur the’ text (Peaks of What 
was doné that day, and‘what fs after faid’cin the 
next verfe;' all relates. to the child born "that bis 
name may be fameus’in Tracts fome refer this to 
the ‘namie '6f God, by’ whole providence ‘this was 
broughr about ; others, ‘to Boz, who was well 
fpoken of for his charity, integrity, and humility 
fhewn; ‘in“téedeeming the eftate, and taking’ Ruth 
to wife's! or rather it réfers to the new-born child, 
of whom they'exprefs their hope and‘ confidence, 
that'when he came to tnan’s’ eftate would 'be’ very 
famous *andhonourable in Lael, being a Worthy 
and virtuotis'fian himfélf,"and the progenitor of 
fuch illaftriats: perfons; ‘as Feffe, David, 8c." and 
Seer he Melia ON St aes 

Wig. nd be foal bé unto thee a'reftorer of thy 
life, Sees] *° OF the joys, "pleatares and ‘comforts of 
it, which’ fhe had’ beendeprived ‘of ‘through ‘the 
death of Her hufband ahd her two’ fons, ‘ever fince 
which ‘fhe had ‘lived a forrowful life ; all’ the com- 
fort' fhe had’was'trom her daughter-in-law, aid now 
a grand-child being born ‘to-her of her, would be a 
means ofteftoring comfort to ‘her mourning, forrow- 
ful fpirit, and give her:pleafure ‘in ‘thofe,’yeats~ in 
which fhe die nor expect aty > and a nourifber of thine 
old age’ that’would when grown up feéd her, fup- 
port her} ‘and fupply her with all neceffaries of life, 
being heir toa large and'rich éftate : for thy dangh- 
ter-in-law “which loveth thee; Ruth, the wife of 
Boaz, who iad fhown hef love; in leavin herown 
country \ané Kindred, to come along with her into 
a ftrange‘land,) and ‘who ‘had laboured for her fup- 
port in it, ‘afd {till retained the fame affection for 
her: which 1s better to thee than feven fons, hath 
borne bin’, “either which had been fo in the time of 
her widowhood, as the Zargum; or rather, which 
was fo now, being the wife of fo rich a perfon, 
and having now brought forth a fon, heir to the 
eftate, who would be more capable of doing for 
her, than if fhe had feven fons living, having no 
other than their paternal eftate. 

y¥. 16. And Naomi took the child, and laid it in 
her bofom, &c.}. As a token of her moft tender 


|love and affection for it ; this itis probable fhe did 
her ; which is a modeft expreffion of thejconjugal | 


quickly after the birth of it: and became a nur/e 
unto it that is, after the mother had fuckled and 
weaned it, then fhe took it from her, and brought 
it up. r 

v.17. And the women her weighbours gave it a 
name, &c.\ <Fofephus {ays*, Naomi gave it by the 
advice of her ncighbours ; very probably on the 
eighth day when he was circumcifed, and the neigh- 
bours were invited on that occafion, at which time 
it feems it was ufual to give names to childrén, 
fee Luke i. 59. ‘Che Romans gave names to females 
on the-8th day,’ to the males on the gth, hence the 
goddefs Nunding had her namé:; the Greeks ge- 
nerally on the 10th, fometimes on.the 7th *: it was 
commonly the province of the father to give the 
nam*, 
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name, and fometimes his fielghbours and neareft} down with Jacob into Egypt, beirig darititd ‘ble latid 
friends were called, and in their prefence the name| of Canaan, Gen. wlvi. 22. called dram in Matt. iz 


was given, and by any of them he fhould chute in| 3. Zwkeuiii, 33. 
there is a fon born to Naomi, to| 


his ftead ' », /aying, 


Yair, Meee Cae ge 
%.419. And Hezrow begat Ram, Sc. | Called 


her family, and even to herfelf, being, born of her| Aram by the Sepsuagint, and fo in Matt. i. 3. Lake 


who had been wife to her eldeft fon; and this was 
to her as inftead of him, and was as he to her; 
fo Aben Ezra compares this with Exod. ii. 10. and 
moreover, this child was born, as the neighbours 
prefaged, for the great comfort and advantage of 
Naomi, to be her fupporter and nourifher in her 
old ape, ¥. 15. and they called bis name Obed s 
which fignifies ferving, as Fo/ephus * rightly ob- 
ferves, though he does not always give the true 
fenfe of Hebrew words: this name was given, not in 
remembrance of the fervice his mother was obliged 
to, before marriage with Boaz; but rather on the 
account of the fervice that he would be of to Naomi, 
as they hoped and believed ; though the reafon of 


prince of the tribe of Fudab, as the Tar; 
and fo he was when the J/raelites were come our of - 
Egypt, and were in the wildernefs at the time’ of the 
dedication of the altar, Numb. vii. 12. called Nat 
affon, Matt. i. 4. Lyke iii. 32. and Nablbon begat 


ili. 33. and Ram begat Amminadab ; in whofe na 
there is no variation, neither in the book br 
uicles nor in. the Evangelifis ; both thefe, as well as 
the next, were born in £gypt. A 


}. 20. And Amminadab begat Nafohow, Bee) The 


Salmon; or, as in the Hebrew text, Salmab, and 
in 1 Chron. ii. 11. Salma, and yet inthe verfe fol- 
lowing Salmon, as we read it. rie rie of 

¥. 2%. And Salmon begat Boaz, &c.| Of Rabab 


it, as given by the Zargum, is not to be overlook-|the harlot, whom he married, Mort, i. 5, the- 

ed, which interprets it, ‘‘ who ferved the Lord of|{fame perfon that makes a principal part of this 
the world with a perfect heart ;” and fo they might} book, and whom the Targum here tales’ to be the 
have fome refpect to his being hereafter a fervant| judge Jbzan, as in ch. i. 1. fee.the note there: ° 


of the Lord: he is the father of Feffe; and the fa- 
ther of David; fo Feffe is called the Bethlehemite, 
1 Sam. xvi. 1. being of the city of Bethlehem, of 
which city Boaz was when his fon Obed was born, 


and Boaz begat Obed ; of Ruth ; of whom: fee the 
preceding verfes.. : © Wager 

y.22. And Obed begat Feffe, &ci) “The Bethy 
lehemite, the father of David: and Feffe begat Da- 


who was the father of Jefe; of whom was David| vid; the Targum adds, the king of I/rael; and fo 


king of J/rael, and from. whom fprung. the Mef- 
fiah, for whofe fake this book was written, that his 
genealogy might clearly appear ; and of which ufe 
it is made by the evangelifts Matthew and Luke. 
¥.18. Now thefe are the generations of Pharez, 
&c.]. The fon of Fudab, by Tamar before-men- 
tioned, ¥. 12. fee Gen. xxxvill, 29. for. the inten- 
tion of this genealogy is to confirm the truth of 
Jacob's prophecy, of Shilob the Meffiah coming 
from the tribe of Fudab, Gen, xlix. 10. and there- 
fore it begins with Pharez, well kn 
fon of Fudah, and ends with David, whofe fon the 
Meffiah was to be, as is owned by all Jews and 
Gentiles that believe the divine revelation: Pharez 
begat Hezron; who was one of thofe that went 


Vid. Sperling. de baptifm. Ethnic, ¢. 14, & 15. 


nto be the. 


the Syriac and Arabic verfions add, the’kingy from 
whence it is by fome concluded, that: ‘this book 
was written by Samvel, not only after the birth of 
David, but after he had been anointed’ king: by 
him: here being but four generations mentioned, 
from the coming of the J/raelites into Canaan, to 
the birth of David, which was 360 years, each of 
the four perfons, Salmon, Boaz, Obed vand Feffé, 
muft beget a fon when 100 years old and upwards; 
and which is not at all incredible, as appears by 
inftances in later times, and therefore not at aji 
improbable, that in thofe ancient times men of 
fabriety and good coniftitutions fhould have chil- 
dren at {uch an age. : 


« Ib. wikia 
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The Firft Book of SAMUEL, otherwife 
called the Firft Book of KINGS. 


pies is commonly Called Sa- 
Pp? muel, or the book of Samuel, 
age ‘in the Syriac verfion, the book 
ISS of Samuel the prophet ; and in 
YZ the Arabic verfion, the book 
of Samuel the prophet, which 
ASS 2 is the firft book of the kings ; 
and in the Septuagint verfion, the book of the 
kingdom: it has the name of Samuel, becaufe it 
contains-an hiftory of his life and times; and the 
Fews fay* ic was written by hims,and as it may well 
enough be thought to be to the end of the 24th 
chapter; and the reft might be written by Nathan 
and Gad, as may be gathered from 1 Chron. xxix. 
29. as alfo the following book that bears his name ; 
and: both may be called'the books of kings, be- 
caufe they give an account of the rife of the kings 
in Ifrael, and of the two firft of them; though 
fome think they were written by Jeremiah, as Abar- 
binel ; and others afcribe them to Ezra: however, 
there is no doubt to be made of it, that this book 
was written by divine infpiration, when we confider 


CHAP. 


8 pads: chapter gives an account of the parents 
of Samuel, ot the trouble his mother met 
with from her rival, and comfort from her huf- 
band, ¥. 1—8. of her prayer to God for a fon, 
and of her vow to him, fhould one be given her, 
¥. g—10. of the notice Ei took’ of her, and of 
his cenfure on her, which he afterwards retraéted, 
and comforted her, ¥. 12—18. of her conception 
and the birth of her fon, the nurfing and weaning 
of him, ¥. 19—23. and of the prefentation of him 
to the Lord, with a facrifice, ¥. 24-28. © 


¥.1. Now there was a man of Ramathaim-zo- 
phim, of mount Ephraim, &c.] Ramathaim is a 
word of the dual number, and fignifies two Ra- 
mabs , the city confifted of two ‘parts, being built 
perhaps on two hills, and were called Zophim, be- 
caufe, as the Rabdins fay, they looked one to an- 
other; or rather becaufe firuated on eminences, 


_ * T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 14. z. 
Antiq. L7. c. 5. $. 2 
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> Demonftrat. Evangel. Prop. 4. p. I 
4 Apud Eufeb. Prepar. Evangel. 1. 9. ¢. 30. . 


the ferie§ Of its hiftory, its connection and harmony 
with other parts of fcripture; the feveral things 
borrowed from it, or alluded to in the book of 
Pfalms, particularly what is obferved in Pf. cxiu. 
7,8. feems to be taken out of 1 Sam. ii, 8. and 
the fanction which the Lord gives to it, by refer- 
ring to a fact in it, whereby he ftopped the mouths 
of the Scribes and Pharifees cavilling at his difci- 
ples, Aéati. xii. 3, 4. compared with 1 Sam. xxi. 
3,4, 5,6. yea, even as Huetius » obferves, fome 
heathen writers have by their teftimonies confirmed 
fome paffages in thefe books, which they feem to 
have been acquainted with, as Nicolaus of Damaj- 
cus*, and Eupolemus*, it contains an hiftory of the 
government of £//, and of the birth of Samuel, and 
his education under him; of the fucceffion of Sa- 
muel in it, and the refignation of it to Sau/, when 
he was chofen king; of his adminiftration of his 
office, and of things done in the time of it, both 
before and after his rejection, and of the perfecu- 
tion of David by Saul, and is concluded with his 
death. : 


I, 


there were watch-towers in theth, where watchmea 
were placed; or becaufe they were inhabited by 
prophets, who were fometimes called watchmen, 
Ezek. iii. 17. and here is thought to be a {chool of 
the prophets, fee ch. xix. 19g—24. and which feems 
to be countenanced by the Targum, in which the 
words are paraphrafed thus, ‘‘ and there was one 
man of Ramatha, of the difciples of the prophets ;”” 
or, as others think, the fenfe is this, this man was 
one of the Ramatbites, the inhabitants of Ramab, 
and of the family of Zuph, or the Zupbhites, which 
gave the name to the land of Zuph, and the grand 
anceftor of Elkanab is in this verfe called Zupé, fee 
ch. ix. 5. According to Feroms, this is the fame 
with Arimathea, of which Fofeph was, Matt, xxvii. 
57. for thus he writes, ‘* ¢rmatha Sophim, the city 
of Helcanab and Samuel, in the Thamaitic region 
near Dio/polis (or Lyddz) from whence was Fe/eph, 
who in the Gofpels is faid to be of Cinta. 

ut 
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but Reland * thinks it cannot be the fame that was 
about Lydda, which was all a champaign country ; 


lem, and not the weft, and fo it follows : of ae 


' Ephraim which is added to diftinguifh it trom} 
other Ramabs in feveral tribes, as in Benjamin, Naph- 
tali, &e. though this may refer not to the fitua-| 
tion of Remathaim, but to the country of this} 
man, who. was originally of mount, Ephraim, as} 


was the Levite in Fudg..xix.a, who was the caufe 
of much evil to J/rae/, as this was of great good, 
as Kimchi obferves: and his name was Elkanab ; 


which fignifies, Ged hath poffefed ; that is, poflefled | facrifice unto the Lord of bots in Shilob ; where th 


him, or he was in poffeffion of God; he had an 
anceftor of the fame name, 1 Chron, vi. 23. This 
man was-a Levitey one of the Kobathites, and a 
defcendant of Kora ,; fo that the famous prophet 
Samuel was of the fons-of Korab: the fon of Fero- 
ham, the fon of Elihu, the fon of. Tobuy the fon of 
Zuph ; the three laft of thefe names are fomewhat 
differently read in 1 Chron. vi. 26, 27. where 
‘they are Eliab, Nabath, Zopbai, and in ¥. 34, 
45. Eliel, Toah, Zupb: .an Epbrathite; .which 
appellation is to be connected, according to Kimchi, 
not with Elkanah, but with Zuph; though neither 
of thern were fo Called from Bethlebem-Fudab, the 
inhabitants of which were indeed called Ephra- 
thites from Epbratah, another name of it; fo E/i- 
melech and.his fons Mablon and Cbilion, being of 
that city, were fo called Ruth i,'2. not from their 
being of the tribe of Ephraim, as Feroboam of 
that tribe is called an. Epbrathite, 1 Kings xi. 26. 
fee Fudg. xii. 5. for thefe were Levites, the de- 
{cendants of Kobath, in the line of Korah; but 
becaufe they fojournéd in mount Ephraim, or dwelt 
there, as Elkanah did ; and it is well known that 
the Kobathites had cities given them in the tribe of 
Ephraim, Jofb. &Xi. 5. 21. 22. . 

y. 2. And he had two wives, &c.] Which tho’ 
connived at in thofe times, was contrary to the ofi- 
ginal law of marriage ; and for which, though a 
good man, he was chaftized, and had aggteat deal 
of vexation and trouble, the two wives not agree- 
ing with each other ; perhaps not having children 
by the one, fo foon as he hoped and wifhed for, he 
took another: the name of the one was Hannah, 
and the name of the other Peninnah ; the firtt name 
fignifies grace or gracious, and fhe was a woman 
who had the grace of God, and very probably 
was alfo very comely, beautiful, and acceptable, 


as fhe was in the fight of her hufband; the other, 
ficnifies a cornered gem, a precious ftone or jewel, 


as the pearl, ruby, amethyft, 8c. Very likely 
Hannab was his firft wife, and having no-children 
by her he took Peninnab, who proved tobe a rough 


diamond’: and Peninnah had children, but Hannah 


had no.children ; how many Peninnab had is not 
faid, perhaps ten; fee ¥. 8. and that Hannab had 


none was not becaufe fhe was naturally barren, but: 
becaufe the Lord had fhut up her womb, or fe-: 
{trained her from bearing children, to put her upon. 


praying for one, and that the birth of Samuel might 
be the more remarkable; fee ¥. 5. Re 


¥. 3. This ‘man went up out of bis city yearly, 


&c.] From year to year; or as the Targum, from 
the time of the folemn appointed featt to the fo- 
lemn appointed. feaft, from one to another ; there 
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males in J/rael were to appear at 
whereas this was in the mountains of , Epbraim, , i ite. thi as 
which muft be fought for, to the north of Feru/a- | tc 


‘® Theatrum terre fang. p. 36. So Sandy's Travels, 1. 3. ~ 
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were three of them in. the year, at which: 
the ta 
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placehe went up to as follows: 0 worfbip- 


tabernacle was, the place of worfhip, and the a tar 
of burnt-offerings, on which facri were ~ 
ed. This place,“according ‘to Bunting » 5 was 
miles‘ from Ramab, though others fay it was not 
more than 7 miles from it ;_ hither he went to wor- 
fhip, or bow before the Lord ; toupray unto him, 
as itis commonly interpreted ; and being put be- 
fore facrifice, is faid to be preferable-to that, and 
more acceptable to God, and’ more cligible to be 
done in the. tabernacle or temple than at home 5 
Luke xviii, 10. and though he is faid to go u 
facrifice, it is not to be underftood of: his perform- 
ing it himfelf, but by, others, by the prief , for 
he himfelf was a, Levile, and could not off fae 
crifices. This is the firft time that mention 
made of this title of Jehovah, Lord of hoft 
all the hofts and armies. in heaven and in. eart 
the Lord of Sabaoth, asin Fam. v. 4. from R3¥, 
an boff, or army ; and from hence the heathens cal- 


led fome of their deities by the name of Sabazius 


se ce Ee) 


‘as Jupiter. Sabazius*; andthe Pbhrygians and 


Thracians uled to call Bacchus, Sabazius, and other, 
Grecians following them did the fame *:. and the two 
fous of Eli, Hopbni and Phineas the, Bisehgh he. 
Lord were there ; Eli was the next judge of # Tfrael 
atter Samfon, and who alfo was the high-prieft, as 
is generally fuppofed ; but. when. and how. the 
high-priefthood came into, his family is no where 
faid, who was a defcendent of _Athamar, the. 
younger fon of Aaron, in whofe line it continued — 
tothe time of Solomon; and Fofephus * places three 
between Phinebas and El, who were ,all of the 
line of Eleazar, whom he calls Abiezer, Bouci,. 
and Ozis ; but their f{cripture-names are Abifbua, 
Bukki, and Uzzi, 1 Chron. vi. 50, 51. And ac- 
cording to him, after Uzzi came Eli to be high- 
prieft, and therefore muft be the firft of the line of 
Ithamar that. was in that office... His two fonsare 
mentioned as officiating as priefts hae) 
time Ev/kanab uled to..go: yearly thither to worfhip 
and facrifice ; who were ..very wicked men, as.ap- 
pears by. an, after-account ‘of them, and. it is, ge- 
nerally thought, that this is obferyed here tofhew, 
that the wickednefs of thefe priefts did not hinder 
this good man from, doing his duty 5. nor did he 
make ule of it as an .excufe for not attending 
worfhip of the fanctuary,.. ‘esas a 
¥.4. Aid when the time was that ‘ie D6 
fered, &c.J~ That is, brought his offering to 
prieft, to offer it for him, which was at one, ol 
three feftivals. . According to R.. haga 
this was at the ihc enes entecoft 5 bu 
thinks it was at the time of the ingathe 
fruits of the earth, which was a time of  reje 
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even the feaft of tabernacles, and which is moft/that is, Peniniab, along with her hufband; with 
likely : be gave to Peninnab bis wife, and toall ber| whom fhe went every year to the tabernacle at Shi- 
fons and ber daughters portions ; parts of the offer-|/ob: fo fhe provoked her; her rival Hannaby up- 
ing, every one a part, or portion ; by which it ap-) braiding her with her barrennefs ; to which fhe was 
pears, that this was a peace-offering he offered, the] {tirred up by feeing her hufband on thele feftivals 
greater part of which belonged to the owner, and}take fo much notice of her, and fhew fo much love 
which he made a feaft of for his family and friends ;}and refpect for her; as always to give her the beft 
fee Deut. xii. 5, 6; 7. and xvi. 10—15. Jerom ® in-} portion... 4aarbinel thinks, that Peninnah and Han- 
terprets thefe portions of garments. » {nab lived at two feparate places; the one at Ramab 
y¥. 5. But unto Hannab be gave a worthy portion, | and the other at Ramatha, which both together are 
&c.] Or, one choice portion, as the Zargums the}called Ramatbaim;, and that they only met with 
beft part or portion in the peace-offering, of what}and faw one another at thefe feftivals, and then 
the prieft had not ; he had the breaft and the right|it was that the one was fo very infulting and pro- 
fhoulder, the next beft piece he gave to Hannah ;|voking to the other: therefore foe wept and did not 
and the word being of the dual number, fome|eat; that is, Hannah wept: at the infules,  re- 
render it a double portion ; others; ove part of two|proaches, and fcoffs; caft at her by her antago- 
faces*;, which Ferom interprets, which might be} nift ; infomuch that fhe could not eat of the peace- 
received with a chearful countenance, it was fo]offerings, though her: hufband always gave her 
good and excellent in its kind, others interpret it{the beft part and portion of them ; but her grief 
that he gave it with a forrowful' and difpleafed took away her ftomach. and appetite; that. fhe 
countenance, becaufe of the reafon following, that} could noteat ; fee P/. xlii. 3. 
fhe had no children; but Bex Gerfom underftands| y. 8. Then faid Elkanah ber hufhand to. her, 
it of a part or portion of meat that had two faces} Hannah, why weepet thou?) Since it was a.time of 
or appearances ; that he gave her one of the pieces, |rejoicing,as every. feftival: was, efpecially at the 
one part of which was very fat, andthe other hadjingathering of the fruits of the earth: and why 
rio fat on it, fo that fhe might chufe what fhe liked|eate? thou not ? fince they were at a feaft, and fhe 
bett : for he loved Hannah ; loved her beft, and{had the beft: part and portion of the provifion : 
therefore did every thing to pleafe ‘her, and make|4zd why is thy heart grieved ? to fuch a degree that 
her comfortable under her affliction for want of|fhe could neither eat nor drink : am wot I better to 
children, and to ‘exprefs his tender affection for|thee than ten fons ? which, as Farchi fays, Penin- 
her: but the Lord bad fhut up her womb , reftrained|zab had borne ito him ; his \meaning is, that the 
her from conception, and bearing children ; fee|fhare fhe had in ‘his love :and. affeClions, ought to 
Gen. wx. 18. or though the Lord bad fut up ‘her\have been efteemed by her more, than if fhe had 
womb * s this didnot abate his love to’her. ten or many children by him; and it fuggefts that 
 y. 6. And ber adverfary alfo provoked ber fore,| Peninnah would have been glad ‘to have had fuch a» 
&c.] That is, Peninnah, the other wife of Evka- fhare in his affections as Hannab had ; and it'would 
nah; for when a man had more wives, two or|have been more eligible to her, than to have borne 
more, they were ufually at enmity to one another,|him fo many children as fhehad. eet 
as the two wives of Socrates were, being always} ¥.9. So Hannab rofe up after they had eaten in 
jealous left one fhould have more love and refpect} Shiloh, and after they had drank, &c.] After din- 
than the other from the hufband ; and this woman}ner, after E/kanab and Peninnab, and their chil- 
provoked Hannah one time after another, and con- dren, had eaten heartily, and drank freely, and 
tinually, by upbraiding her with her barrennefs ;]made a comfortable meal, and even a feait of it, 
and this was another reafon why Elkanah did allhejat the place where the tabernacle and altar were, 
could to comfort her, not only becaufe the Lordjand their peace-offerings were offered up, part of 
had reftrained her from bearing children, but be-|which they had been regaling themfelves with, 
caufe alfo fhe that envied and emulated her, fadly| The Targum is, *‘ after fhe had eaten in Shiloh, and 
provoked her : fer to make ber fret ; and be un-|after fhe had drank ;” for upon the intreaty of her 
eafy, and murmur at, and complain of her un-|hufband, and to make himeafy, fhe might be pre- 
happy circumftances : fome render it, decau/e foe} vailed upon to eat fomewhat, though it might be 
thundered ' againft her that is, Peninnah was ex-|but little ; and to drink, though it was but wa- 
ceeding loud and clamorous with her reproaches|ter ; for as for wine and ftrong drink, fhe declares 
and fcoffs, which were grievoufly provoking tojafterwards fhe had not drank, ¥. 15. now Eli the 
Hannah. So faid Socrates, when Xantippe firlt|prieft fat upon a feat by a poft of the temple of the 
fcolded at him, and then poured foul water on|Zord; for fo the tabernacle was called, and fome- 
him: did not I fay, fays he, that Xantippe firft}times the temple is called a tabernacle, Fer. x. 20. 
thunders, and then rains™? ecaufe the Lord bad| Now at the door-pofts and fide of the threfhold of 
fout up ber womb, it was this Peninnab upbraided| the temple of the Lord, as the Targum; at the 
her with, and at which Hannab fretted and grie-]entrance of the great court of the J/raelites, Eli 
‘ved. had a feat placed, on which he fat ; this muft be 
y.7. And as be did fo year by year, &c.] Elka-| at the gate of the court of ‘the tabernacles, by the 
‘nah went up every year to Shiloh, and offered fa-} pillars of it ; for in the court itfelf, none afterwards 
crifices, taking his family with him, and gave to} might fitbut kings of the family of David*; here Eli 
Peninnab and her children their portion, and to} fat as an high-prieft and judge, to give advice in dif- 
Hannah a double portion, or if but one yet the} ficult cafes, and to try and judge all caufes that 
belt: when fhe went up to the houfe of the Lord ;\were brought before him ; fome fay ° that he was 


on 

& Trad. Heb. in lib. Reg. fol. 74. H. » OYDN MMN M3 unam portionem duarum facierum, San&ius 
Belge. : ! Sic Stockius, p. 79. * M71) quanquam Jehovah, Pifcator. 1MeyAN Vaya 
ropterea quod intonabat contra eam, Pifcator. m Laert. ih vit. Socrat. p. 112. ® Maimon. 


& Bartenora in Mifn, Yoma, c.7. §. 1. * Shoched Tob apud Yalkut, par. z. fol. 12. 4. 


Vou. If. N*. XIU. 5F 


ee 8 8©=© 1. Sao ote 


follows: and there fball-norafor come upon bis bead 3» 
as was not to come upon a Nazarite, during his’ 
Nazaritefhip, Numb. vi. 5. and as fach a vow) 
ade by a woman contradicts the tradition of the; 
ews rir ae they give another ft : 
his claufe' as the Targum, which paraphrafes it, 
“ and the fear of man thall not be pen iiapee 
about this there is a divifion” ; but that Samuel. 
was a Nazarite, and a. perpetual one, -is the fenfe, - 
of their béftinterpreters. eee 
yt. 12. And it came topafs, as foe conting 
ing before the Lord, &c.| Being very earneft ; 


on this day conflituted: an high-prieft, and others 
fay ie was now made ajudge 5 but no doubt he 
was boththigh prieft and judge before this time. 
¥. 10. And fhe was in bitterne/s of foul, 8cc.] Be- 
caufe of ‘her barrennefs, and the taunts and reflec- 
tions fhe had met with on that account ¢ her life 
was bittér'to her, fhe could take no pleafure in any 
of the comforts of it: and prayed unto the Lord, 
and wept fore 5 her prayer was with ftrong crying 
and tears ; it was very fervent and affectionate 5 fhe 
prayed moft vehemently, and wept bitterly. This 
perhaps was about the time of the evening-facri- {a and) 
fice, about three or four o’clock in the afternoon ;{importunate with him: to grant her requeft, and, 
feeing it was after dinner that fhe arofe.up and went {therefore repeated her petition, and prolonged her) 
to prayer in the houfe‘of God, at the door of the}prayer, being unwilling to let the Lord go, until, 
tabernacle, or near it, as it fhould feem ‘by. the no- {fhe -had a promife, or fome fatisfaGtion, that the, 
tice Eli took of her, who fat there: ©» ffhould have the thing fhe afked ; fome think the 
~y¥. orn. And fhe vowed a vow, 8&c:) .~Which|continued an hour in prayer: that Eli marked her. 
might be confirmed by her hufband 5 otherwife}moath; obferved the motion of her lips, and no 
the vow of a woman,” if difapproved of by herjdoubt her diftorted countenance, and lift-up eyes 
hufband, was not valid, .Namb. xxx. 8. and Evka-jand hands, but chiefly the former;’ not Knowing 
nab might take the’ fate vow his wife did, and fo|what the woman was at, and what could be the 
it ftood’; for as this was. a'vow of Nazaritehip, it)meaning of fuch motions. ~ Os 
is a tradition of the Fetes", that'a man may vow|' ys 13. Now Hannah, foe fpoke in ber heart, 8c.) 
his fon to be a’ Nazarite, ‘but a womanmmay not ;|Itwas mental prayer fhe ufed, fome ejaculations of, 
but as this inftance*contradi¢ts the tradition, they|her mind fhe fent upto. God, which fhe was fenfible 
endeavour to explain away this vow, as it may re-|were well known tohim, and fhe needed, not to ex- 
fpect a Nazarite, asowill be obferved hereafter: andi prefs vocally: only ber lips moved ; as\ her heart, 
faid,O Lord of hofis 5 this is properly the firft timejendited, and fent up her petitions, as if fhe had 
this title was ufed by any that we ‘know ‘of; forjufed words and phrales ih form > but ber voice was, 
though it.is exprefled in y. 3. there it is ufed as|not beard, that fhe might not feem to be oftenta- 
the words of the writer of this hiftory, and fo,}tious in her prayer, and that fhe might not inter- 
lune ‘after this prayer was put up; feethe note{rupt others in their devotions; and the knew that 
there; and it is an obfervation in the Ta/mud*,}her voice was not neceflary with reéfpeét to God : 
that from the day God ‘created the world, no man|therefore Eli thought foe had been drunken ; bythe 
called ‘him the Lord of hofts, till Hannah came and|motions fhe made, and geftures fhe ufed, as if the 
called him fo: if thou wilt indeed look upon the af-\was muttering, fomething to herfelf, and by her 
fiction of thine handmaid , the forrow of heart the|long)continuance therein, and it being after a feaft 
had, the reproach fhe met ‘with, on accountof her|f{he had been at with her hufband, and the reft of 
having no children : and remember me, and not for-\the family ; from all which EZ concluded this mutt 
get thine handmaid; which petitions are'the {amejbe her cafe. ; ay 
in other words, and are repeated to denoteherve-| y. 14. dnd Eli faid unto her, how long wilt thou 
hemence and importunity in prayer, and may al-|de drunken? &c.} What every day drunk? ‘what 
lude to ufages among men, that will look upon a}continually in this wicked practice ? when will it 
perfon in diftrefs, and turn away and forget them,}be left off ? for E/i might have obferved on other 
and never thinkiof them more ; which fhe depre-|days, and at other times, odd looks, and a ftrange 
cates may not be ‘her cafe with God : but wilt give| behaviour in her, which ‘he took for the effects of 
unto thine bandmaid a man-child ; or, a feed of men‘ ;\drinking too much wine:..or how long will this 
afonin the midft of men, as the Targum; fuch as|drunken fit laft? the had been a confiderable time 
is defireable by ‘men, asa male-child:for the moft}as he thought in it, and it was not gone off yet: 
part is; though fome Yewih writers interpret it ofthe Targum is, “* how long wilt thou behave like. 
the feed of righteous, wife, andunderftanding men, {a fool, or, a mad woman ;”” as drunken people ge- 
fuch as be fit to Serve the Lord, which feems to|nerally do act, as if they were fools, or mad: put 
be a fenfé foreign to the text; a man-child fhe|away thy wine from thee; not as if the had any 
afks, becaufe no other could ferve the Lord in the}with her there to drink of, but he advifes her, 
temple ; and that fhe meant \by ‘this phrafe fuch |fince it had fuch an effect upon her, to abftain 
an one is clear, becaufe fhe vowed that a rafor|from it, and wholly difufe it, and fo break off 
fhould not come on its head, which is never faid of |fuch an habit and cuftom fhe had got into ; or he 
females, as Kimebi obferves : then will I give bim|would have her go home and fleep it out, and wait 
unto the Lord all the days of his life, to fervehim, |till the had digefted it, and the ftrength of it was gone 
and minifter unto him in the fanétuary ; being born |off, ‘before fhe came to fuch a place of devotion 
a Levite, it was incumbent on him to ferve the jand worfhip ; from hence the Jews fay “ it may be” 
Lord, and he had a right to his fervice ; but then }learnt, that adrunken perfon oughtnot to pray. _ 
a common Levite ‘did not enter on it until25 or} y. 15. dnd Hannah anfwered and faid, no, my 
go years of age, and was not always ferving, but |/ord, &c.] That is not my cafe, you have greatly 
was difmiffed from it at 505 but the child fhe|miftaken it; the anfwered with great mildnefs and 
vows, if the Lord would give her fuch an one, |meeknefs, without falling into a paffion at fuch a 
fhould be trained up in his fervice from its infancy, |{candalous imputation upon her, and with t 


and continue in it all the days of its life ; and was jrefpect and reverence to Ei, fuitable to his “== 
to be alio a perpetual Nazarite, as Samfon was, as 


fo in after times the high-prieft ufed to be addrefied 
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after this manner, particularly on the day of atone-|continued and increafed ; and thatas héhad pray- 
ment, Lord bigh-prieft, dofo and fo*; indeed thefeled: for her, he would {till ufe his intereft.at the 
words of Hanuab are interpreted as not fo very re;|throne of grace for her :.fo the woman went ber 
Apectful, as if the fenfe was, not, a Lord, artthou}wey; took her leave .of £%, and went from the 
in this matter 5 nor does the, Holy Ghoft. dwell]tabernacle..to her hufband: and did eat; what re- 
upon thee’; which thou haft fufficiently fhewn, or;mained of the peace-offerings, which were to be 
thou wouldit never have fufpected me of drunken-Jeaten. that night, and not left till they morning 5 
nels: I am a woman of a forrowful fpirit ; de-\and though fhe. would not eat her dinner, ber 
_ prefied with trouble and grief on accountof afflic-|heart was fo. full of grief, yet the could now. make 
tions ; if fhe was drunk, it, was not with wine, but|a good fupper, being eafed and relieved in her 
with forrow : or @ woman of a hard fpirit * which|mind : and her countenance was no more fad ; for- 
.is fometimes taken in an ill fenfe, and according to|rowful and dejected, but chearful, brifk, and live- 
Abarbinel is-here denied by her, who connects this|ly ; believing that her prayers, and thofe of the 
claufe with the preceding thus; not, my lord, am|high-prieft;. would be anfwered. 
I a woman of a hard fpirit, or fuch a hardened} y. 19. Aud they rofe up in the morning early, &c.} 
wretch, and fuch an impudent woman, as I muft|Partly for devotion, and partly for the fake of 
be, were it fo, to come drunk into the houfe of|their journey : and worfhipped before the Lord ; went 
God, and pretend to pray unto him: J ave drank|up to the tabernacle, and prayed with their faces 
neither wine, nor firong drink s not any fortof in-|cowards that part of it, the weftern part, where 
toxicating liquors that day, neither wine new or|ftood the ark of thesLord, the fymbol of the di- 
old, asthe Targum: but have poured out my foul|vine prefence ; and when they no doubt gave 
before the Lord, the affliction of ,it, as the fame|thanks for all the favours they had received there, 
paraphrafe; the grievances and diftrefies, the com-|and. prayed for a fafe and profperous journey home, 
plaints of her foul, which were many, and which|committing themlelves to the care of divine pro- 
fhe had poured out before the Lord freely and|vidence: and returied, and came to their houfe to 
plentifully, and which had taken up fome time to| Ramab.; or Ramatha, the fame. with Ramathaim, 
doit; fee Pf Ixii..8. and the title of Pf. cii.|y..1.,Adarbinel thinks that, Elkanah had two 
where phrafes fimilar to this are ufed, and which|houfes, one at Ramab for Peninnab, and another 
feem to be taken from hence. at Ramathator Hannah ; and that this was Hazuab’s 
¥.16, Count not thine handmaid for.a daughter of |\houfe, to which they, returned and came ; azd El- 
Belial, 8c.] A yokelefs, a lawlefs, impudent, and|kanuah knew Hannah bis wife ; cohabited with her 
abandoned creature ; one of the wickedeft, vileft,|as a man. with his wife; itis a modeft expreffion 
and moft. profligate wretches; as fhe mult be tojof the.conjugal act; fee Gen. iv. 1. and is obferv- 
come drunk into the fanétuary.of God ; fee 1 Sem.|ed to thew, that the conception and birth of Samuel, 
xxv. 17,25. Drunkennefs in man is an abomi-j|were not ina fupernatural way, but inthe ordinary 
nable crime, but much more in a woman. Thejway and manner of generation : and the Lord re- 
Romans * forbad wine to women, and drunkennefs| membered her; the prayer fhe had made to him, 
in them was a capital crime, as adultery, or any \opened her, womb, as he had before fhut it, and 
other; and indeed a drunken woman js liable to all|gave her power.to congeive. 
manner of fin: for .out of the abundance of my com-| y.20. Wherefore 2t came to pals, when the time 
plaint and grief have I fpoken hitherto; out of the|was come about, after Hannah had conceived, &c.] 
abundance of the heart the mouth will {peak, whe-|Or, at the revolutions of days”; atthe end of a year, 
ther itis matter of trouble or of joy ; the heart ofjof acompleat year, as Ben Melech, from their re- 
Hannab was full of grief, and her mouth full of/turn from Shilod ; for.it might be fome time after 
complaints, on which fhe long dwelt, inorder to|their return that fhe conceived ; or rather the fenfe 
give vent thereunto, and eafe herfelf. is, that at mine month’s ,end, the ufual time of a 
¥.17. Then Lli anfwered and faid, go in peace,|woman’s going with child from her conception, 
_&c.] He found he was miftaken in her, and that|which is the date here given : that fhe bare afon ; 
her difcourfe was not only fober and rational, but}was brought to bed of afon: and called bis name 
religious and ipiritual ; and therefore difmifles her| Samuel, faying, becaufe I have afked bim of the 
in peace, and bids her not diftrefS herfelf with] Lord; one would think rather his name fhould have 
what he had faid to her, nor.with any thing fhejbeen Sau/, for the reafon.given; but as Bex Ger- 
had met with from others, or from the Lord ; but|/om obferves, givers of names are not always gram- 
expect peace and profperity, and particularly fuc-| matically ftrict and critical in them, or in the ety- 
ce{fs in what.fhe had been engaged, and had been fo-| mology of them, as in the names of Reuben and 
licitous for : and the God of Ifrael grant thee thy pe-| Noah, in which he inftances ; and this may be the 
tition that thou baft aofked of bint; which,may be|rather overlooked in a,woman, than. in aman of 
confidered either as a prayer for her, he joining|learning. According to Kimchi, it is asdf it was 
with her in a requeft to the Lord, that what the|Seu/-mee/; that is, afked of God, and by .contrac- 
had afked might be granted oras a prophecy that|tion Samuel; but Hillerus * gives a better account 
fo it would be, it being revealed to him by the|of this name, and takes it to be compofed of Saui- 
Holy Ghoft, as the high-prieft of the Lord ; or|su/-el, afked before God, in the fight of God, be- 
imprefled by an impulfe upon his {pirit, that the fa-|fore the ark of God... This name Hannaé gave her 
vour afked would be given; and therefore fhe|{on (for fometimes the father, and fometimes the 
might go home in peace, and with fatisfaétion of|mother gave the name) in memory of the wonder- 
mind. ful favour and goodnefs of God in granting her re- 
¥.18. And foe faid, let thine bandmaid find grace\queft ; and to imprefs her own mind with a fenfe 
in thy fight, &c.| She had found favour in ,his}of the obligation fhe lay under, to perform her vow, 
fight the perceived, and fhe defires it ymight be|and to engage her fon the more readily to give up 


himfelf 
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himfelf to the fervice of God, when he reflected on| of the child, to ftay longer : tarry sill thou have 
| weaned him ; when he would be more fit for the 


his name, and the reafon of it. b 


y. 21; And the man Elkanah, and all bis houfe,\journey, and to be left behind : 


&c.] All his family, excepting Hannah, and her 
fon Samuel; or all the men of his houfe, as the 
‘Targum ; for only the males were obliged to ap- 
pear at the three feftivals : went upto Shiloh, to 
the houfe of God there : to offer unto the Lord the 
yearly facrifice; either the paffover, to which men 
commonly went up with their families ; fee Luke 
‘ii. 41, 42. or rather it may be what was offered at 
the feaft of Tabernacles, as Abarbinel thinks, the 
time of the in-gathering the fruits of the earth, 
when men went up with their families to offer fa- 
crifice, and exprefs their Joy on that account, Deut. 
xvi. 10—15. and his vow ; »which he had made 
between feaft and feaft; for whatever vows men 
made at home on any account, they paid them at 
the yearly feftivals; and «this vow might be on the 
account of the birth of his fon, by way of thankfgi- 
ving for that. 

¥. 22. But Hannah went not up, &c.| For wo- 
men, though they might go if they pleafed to the 
yearly feafts, yet they were not obliged to it; whe- 
ther fhe went up at the time for her purification, 
and for the prefenting and redemption of ‘the firft- 
born, is not certain; fome fay the Levites were 
not obliged by that law, the perquifites of it fal- 
ling to them, and fo did not go up; others that 
fhe did, though it is not expreffed, the feriptures 
not relating all faéts that were done; though by 
what follows, it looks as if fhe did not : for fhe 
faid unto ber hufband, I will not go up, until the 
child be weaned , which, according to ‘archi, was 
at theend of 22 months; but others fay at the 
end of 24 months, or 2 years, as Kimchi and Ben 
- Melech ; and fometimes a child was three years old 
before it was weaned, and fometimes longer, which 
very probably was the cafe here ; fee the note on 
Gen, xxi. 8. 


only the Lord efta- 
blife bis word ; which fome underftand of the pro- 
phecy of Eli, that God would grant her requeft, 
which being delivered under the direction of the 
Spirit of God, is called his word ; but this was 
already fulfilled and eftablifhed by Hannab’s bear- 
ing a fon: or the word dis refers not to the Lord, 
but to Samuel, and fo may refpect the word which 
his mother fpake concerning him ; either when fhe 
made her vow, as Abendana, that he fhould be a 
perpetual Nezarite, and the Lord’s as Jong as he 
lived ; and fo Elkanah wifhes that he might have 
health and grow ftrong, and be fit for the fervice 
of the Lord, and live many years to perform it 5 
or what fhe had juft now faid, as Abarbinel, that 
he fhould abide in the houfe of God for ever, or 
as long as he lived : fo the woman abode ; at home, 
whilft Elkanah and his family went up to Shiloh : 
and gave her fon fuck until foe weaned him , did not 
put him out to a wet ordry nurfe, but fuckled 
him herfelf with what nature had provided for his 
nourifhment, as becomes women to do,’ it their 
circumftances of health, and the provifions of na- 
ture will admit of it. ch Saas 
¥.24. And when fhe bad weaned bim, &c:} At 
the ufual time of weaning children; fee the note 
on the preceding verfe ; fome refer this not only 
to the milk of the breaft, from which he was 
weaned, but to fuch food as was common to chil- 
dren, and fo fuppofes him grown up to nine or ten 
years of age: fhe took him up with ber; to the ta- 
bernacle at Shilob, at a yearly feftival : with three 
bullocks ; for three forts of offerings, burnt-offer- 
ing, fin-offering, and peace-offering ; or fince one 
only is fpoken of as flain, that is, for facrifice, the 
other two might be for food to entertain her family 
and friends with whilft there; or as a prefent to 


Comeftor * obferves, there was a three-|the high-prieft, to whofe care fhe committed her 


fold weaning of children in old times; the firft|fon : and one ephab of flour , if the bullocks were 
from their mother’s milk, when three years old ;|all facrificed, three tenth déals, or three tenth parts 
the fecond from their tender age, and care of a dry}oftheephah, went fora meat-offering to each bul- 
nurfe when feven years old ; the third from childifh|lock, which made nine parts out of ten, andthe © 
manners, when at twelve years of age ; and that|tenth part fhe had to dilpofe of at pleafure; fee 
it is this laft and metaphorical weaning which is |Vamb. xv. 9. though that feems to be reftrained to 
here meant, when Samuel was 12 yearsof age, and|a burnt-offering only: anda bottle of wine 5 part - 
fit to ferve in the temple ; but the proper fenfe is}of which might be for the drink-offering which al- 
beft, fince fhe is faid to bring him when weaned: her|ways attended a meat-offering, and the reft for her. 
reafon for it feems to be this, becaufe had fhe went}own ufe, and that of her friends : and brought bim 
up with her fucking child, the muft have brought|to the houfe of the Lord in Shiloh; the tabernacle 
him back again, fince he would not be fit to be left|there, and delivered him up to the care of the high- 
behind, and would be entirely uncapable of any|prieft, to be trained up in the fervice of God: and 
kind of fervice in the fanétuary ; and according to|¢he child was young ; avery child, very young in 
the nature of her vow, fhe could not think of}years, a little infant; not a fucking child, as the 
bringing him back again, after fhe had once enter-|Zargum, becaufe weaned, otherwife of a very tender 
ed him there: and then J will bring him that be\age ; though fome think this expreffes that he was 
may appear before the Lord; and minifter in the|a well-grown lad, and was fharp and acute, and 
fervice of the fanétuary in what might be fuitable}could well diftinguifh between good and evil. 
to his age ; there and then fhe would prefent him,| ¥.25. 4nd they flew a bullock, &c.| On spike 
and give him up to the Lord, as fhe had promifed three Hannah brought, unlefs the fingular is put 
fhe would : and there abide for ever; that is, as|for the plural, and fo all three were flain, fome for 
long ashelived ; for her vow was that he fhould be|facrifice, and fome for food perhaps; or if only 
a Nazarite all the days of his life, and be feparated|one was flain, it might be offered as a facrifice pre- 
tothe fervice of God, as long as he hada being in}vious to the prefentation of Samuel; or elfe was 
the world. made a prefent of to E/i, at the introduction of Sa- 
¥. 23. And Elkanah her hufband faid unto her,\muelto him, as follows: and brought the child to 
do what feemeth thee good, &c.| He fpake like a] Zi; to be under his care, to be inftru@ted and ~ 
kind and indulgent hufband, knowing that fhe|trained up by him in the fervice of the tabernacle; ~= 
would not thereby break any law of God ; and it|from hence it appears, that Elkanah the huf- 
might be more for her own health, and the health| band of Hannah came along with her at thistime. 
¥. 26. 
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~and take him under his care as his difciple or {cho- 
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*y. 26. yi id foe faid, O my lord, &c.] According: perhaps-he: knew not ithen-partioularly what ir was 
t rgum, it is a fupplication or requeft, 1 be-|the afked 5 nor did dhe acquaint him with feat part- 
feech thee, my lord; that is, to look upon her.fon,}ing as fhe now,did, having obtained ‘ef the Lord 
t what. fhe.was fo felicitous for, and now makes 
lar, to inftruét him in the law of God, andenter|mention of wich thankfulndS. 9 6 
hitn into ‘his fervice ; to which kh might,be very} W..28., Dherefore alfa I have lent bimtothe Lord, 
‘backward and indifferent, and even treat it. with|&c ].To be employed in his fervice, not fora few 
fome degree of contempt, that fuch a young .Le-|days,, months, or years, bur, for his whole’life. 
ite fhould be brought to him, when the fooneft|'Che Yargum is, “* 1 dave: delivered him that he 
the Levites were admitted was at 25 years.of age :|may minifter before the Lord ;” as fhe had ré- 
as thy foul liveth, my lord, which Ben Gerfom takes|ceived him from him. as an anfwer of prayer, the 
for the form.of .an oath, as if the fwore to. the|gave-him, up to. him again:according to her vow": 
truth of what. follows by the life of the high- gins as he Viveth he feall: be lent unto the Lord»; 
prieft ; but as it was forbidden to {wear by any butlor as the Targum, ‘‘ allthe days that he lives he 
by the living God, by his life, it can’t be thought} fhall be miniftring beforesthe Luord ;?? or all the 
Yo good a woman as Hennah would be guilty of |days be hall be ajked (or required) by or for the Lord®; 
fuch a finful and heathenifh practice ; this rather is|that.is, he fhall be Jent unto’ him, and ferve him 


awifh or prayer for his life and health, and t 


‘continuance thereof, to bring up her fon in the ex- 
ercife Of true religion; Jam the woman that flood 
by thee bere, praying unto the Lord ; by which.it ap- 
pears, that £/i was now at. the tabernacle, and. in 
‘the fame place he was,-¥. 9. when fhe, was, fome 
years ago praying near him, at the diftance of 4 
cubits, as the Jews fay : fhe takes no notice of his 
miftaking her for a drunken woman, nor of his 
cenfure'on her, and the reproof he gave her ; but puts 
him in mind only of her praying to the Lord, ftand- 
ing near to him, which made him take the, more 
notice of her; ftanding is a prayer-pofture ; the 
“Fews fay there- is no ftanding but what is prayer, 
‘or prayer is meant by it; fee the note on Matt. 
Whe See 

¥. 27. For this child I prayed, &¢.] Which the 
now had in her hand, and was prefenting to Zi : 
and the Lord bath given. me my petition which I afked 
of bim and which he alfo defired might be grant- 
ed her, or foretold that it. would be, ¥. 17. tho’ 


“ 


FN this chaptet the fong of Hannab is recorded, 

y. 1—r1o. and an account issgiven of the ree 
turn of Elkanah and Hannab to their own home, 
and of the care fhe took yearly to provide acoat for 
Samuel, and of her being bleffed with many other 


children, and of the growth and miniftry of Sauel| of his kingdom. 


before the Lord, y. 11, 18—21, 26. and of the 


CHAP. 


as long. as it is defired and be worfhipped the Lord 
there; in the tabernacle at the fame ‘time; either 
Elkanab, who with Hannab brought: the child to 
Ei, and now gave thanks to God for giving them 
the child, and prayed»unto him that he might be 
received into the fervice ‘of the fan¢ctuary ; ‘or elfe 
Eli, to. whom the child was brought for admit- 
tance, who when he. heard that Hannab’s requeft 
was »granted, which he had intreated alfo might be, 
or had declared it would be, bowed his head, and 
gave-thanks to God for it ; or rather the child Sa- 
muel, ashe was taught and trained up, bowed him- 
felf, before the Lord, and worfhipped him in the 
tabernacle.as foon as he was brought into it, though 
a child; for he only is fpoken of in this and the 
preceding verfe; and by fome interpreters the 
name Samuelis fupplied ; the Vulgate Latin, Syriac, 
and, Arabie verfions read in the plural number, 
and they worfbipped the Lord there 5 thatis, Elka- 
nab and his wife; fo Mr. Weem/e ® tranflates and 
interprets it. 


Il. 


fhe had been favoured with, and celebrates the di- 
vine perfections, and treats of the dealings of God 
with men, both in away of providence and grace ; 
but prophefies of things that fhould be done here- 
atter in J/rael, and particularly of the Mefiab and 
There is a great likenefs in this 
fong to the fong of the virgin Mary ; compare 


‘wickednefs of the fons of £4, y.12—17. and of|y. 1. with Lake i. 46,47. and y..2. withy. 4g. 
Eii’s too gentle treatment of them when he reproved|and ¥..4, 8. with ¥. 51,53. my heart rejoiceth in 


them for it, ¥. 22—-25. and of a fharp meflage 
fent him from the Lord on, that account, threaten- 


the Lord; not in her fon the Lord had given her, 
but »in the goodnefs and -kindnefS of the Gord in 


ing deftruction to his houfe, of which the death of |beftowing him.on her, as an anfwer of ‘prayer ; 


his two fons would be a fign, y, 2736, 


yn. Und Hannah prayed and jrid, 8c.] She 


“had prayed before, but that was mental, this vo- 


‘cal; fhehad pr and was anfwered, and had 
fe prayed for, and now the givesthanks for 

‘§t , and thank{giving is one kind of prayer, or a 
“Spart of it ; fee 1 Tim. ii. 1. Phil. iv. 6. wherefore 
though what follows is a fong, it was expreffed in 

prayer ; and therefore it is faid fhe prayed, and that 

by a fpirit of prophecy, as the Targum ; hence fhe 

‘is by the Fews* reckoned one of the feven pro- 


- ‘pheteffes 5 and indeed in this fong fhe not only re- 


& 


“+. ‘lates the gracious experiences of divine goodnefs 


La e 


~~ 
* 


-& Tremellius, Pifcator? ~~ 


Vou. Il N°. ra 


‘ “4 ; ‘I 
e Quamdiu Syees, h. e, expetitus qut requifitur, Peter Martyr 5 quoties a 
was ~ 8 Obfervat, Nat, © 18. p. 77s 


which fhewed great condefcenfion to her, the notice 
he took .of her, the love he had to her, and his 
well-pleafednefS. in her, and histatcepedles of her 
prayer through Cérif; fhe rejoiced not im her huf- 
band, nor in the wealth andwriches they were pof- 
fefled of, nor in any creaturé-enjoyments, but in 
the Lord, the giver of ail; nor in her religious 
fervices and facrifices, but in the Lord Orif,. thro’ 
whom her duties were acceptable to God, and who 
was the antitype of the facrifices offered ; and it is 
inthe perfon, offices, and grace of Cbri/l,, that we 
fhould alone rejoice ;, fee Phil. iv. 4. and ili. 3. 
this joy of Hannab’s was not worldly, but fpiritual ; 
not outward, but inward ; not hypocritical 

ah “ real 

+ 2 
Jehova poftulatur, Piftator. . f£ Junius 
_ - 2 T. Megillah, fol. 14. 1 


* 
5G 
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which fuppofes that fhe had been in a low eftate, 
was creft-fallen; and her horn was defiled in the 
duft, as Fob fays was his cafe, ch. xvi. 15. when 
God had fhuc up her womb, and her ‘adverfary 
upbraided her with it, and provoked and fretted 
her ; and when fhe was fo full of gtief, that the 
fhe could not eat her food, and prayed in the bit- 
ternefs of her foul; but now fhe could lift up her 
‘horn and her head, as horned creatures, to whom 
the allufion is, do, when they are lively and ftrong ; 
now fhe could look pleafant and chearful; and 
even triumph, being raifed to an high eftate; and 
greatly. favoured of the Lord, to whom fhe afcribes 
this change of her ftate and citcumftances : it was 


owing to his power and grace that fhe was thus 
ftrengthened and exalted; as it is: owing to. the 


fame, that the people of God, who are in a'] 
eftate by nature, are raifed out of it in converfion, 


and brought into an open {tate of grace and favour 


with God, and put into the poffeffion of rich blef- 
fings and mercies, and have hope of eternal glory, 
on account of which they can exult and. triumph : 
my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; meaning 
Peninnab, and thofe that provoked her, and up- 
braided her with her barrennefs, to whom fhe was 
not able to make any reply; but now her mouth 
was opened, and fhe could fpeak largely, and did; 
not in 2 way of reproach and reviling, in retalia- 
tion for what fhe had met with from others; but 
in prayer to God; to whom fhe could come with 
open mouth, and ufe freedom and boldnefs, and 
plead with importunity, fervency; and in faith, 
and in praife and thank{giving to him for the great 
and good things he had done for her, and would 
now freely and largely fpeak of them to others , 
to fome, her friends ,to their joy and pleafure; and 
to others, her enemies, to their grief and confufion : 
becaufe I rejoice in thy falvation, not only in tem- 
poral falvation wrought by the Lord for her, where- 
by fhe was delivered from the reproach of barren- 
nefs, thro’ a fon being given unto her ;- but in fpi- 
ritual and eternal falvation, through the Meffiah, 
fhe had knowledge of, and faith in, as appears 
from x. 10. as all believers in him do, as it is 
contrived by the wifdons of God, wrought out by 
Chrift, and applied by his Spirit; it being fo great, 
fo fuitable, fo perfeét and complete, entirely free, 
and of an everlafting duration t fee Pf xx. 5. I/. 
XXV. 9. 


y. 2. There is’ none holy as the Lord, &c.] From} 


the confideration of what the Lord had done for 
her; which had filled her heart and mouth with 
joy and praife, fhe is led to celebrate the per- 
fections of God, and begins with his holinefs, in 
which he is glorious, and which appears in all 
his ways and works; he is effentially, originally, 
independently, perfectly, and immutably holy, as 
others are not. Angels are holy, but not of them- 
felves ¢ their holinefs is from the Lord ; nor is it 
perfect in comparifon of his, and therefore they 
cover their faces while they celebrate that perfec- 
tion of his; nor immutable, at leaft not natural- 
ly fo, as the lofs of it in thofe that fell, demon- 
ftrates. Of men, fome under the legal difpenfa- 
tion were holy, not truly, but in a typical and ce- 
remonial fenfe ; fome are only outwardly and hy- 
pocritically holy, and only fo in the fight of men, 
not in the fight of God; and thofe that are truly 
holy, being called to holinefs, and have the prin- 


° 


‘Spy durum, Vatablus, Drufius, Pifeator; fo R. Maiah. 


ry Sx Deus fcientiaram, V. lL, Pagninus, Montanus, Tigutine. verfion, 
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e mw 
teal and hearty: mine born is exalted in the Lord ; 


ciple of it implanted in them, and -live holy lives 
atid eirerteetbns 3. yet ee thee a hi ‘ 

of the'holinefs of God in them, being: made f 
takers of the divine nature; it is far from an equa~ 
lity to it; for the holinefs of the beft 
imperfeét ; they are not without fin in them, ‘nor 
without fin committed by them, and perfection is. 
difelatmed by them all; but the Lent is wit ut 
iniquity, jutt and true ig he; none in’ hi 


’ 


acure, 


of menis 


‘nor in any of his works, not the leaft fhadow — 


thereof: for there is none befides thee ; ther is no : 


God befides him ; no being but what is of him, 
and none is holy but by himn; the holinefs of an- 
gels is front him; the holinefs of 4dam in inno- 


cence was of him; and all the holinefs of his © 


chofen ones comes from him, to which they are, 
chofen by him, and which is fecured in that choice 
unto them, and are fanétified by God the Father, 
in Chrift, and through the Spirit : weither is there 
any rock like our God; the word rock is ufed. for 
deity, and fometimes for a falfe one, Deut, xxxii. 
31. and fo it may here, and the fenfe be, there 
is no god like to our God; there is indeed none 
befides him ; there are fictitious gods, and nomi- 
nal ones, as the idols of the Gentiles, and who are 
fo in an’ improper and figurative fenfe, as magi-— 
{trates ; but there is but one true and living God ; 
nor is there any like him for the perfections of his 
nature, and the bleffings of his goodnefs, whether 
in providence or grace. Under this metaphor of 
a rock, our Lord Jefus Chrift is often fignified ; 
he is the rock of J/rae/, the rock of refuge, and 
of falvation ; and there is fo rock can do what 
he does, hide and fhelter from the juftice of God; 
there is no rock like him for ftrength and dura- 
tion; none like him for a foundation to build 
upon, or for fafety and protection from the wrath 
of God, and the rage of men, fee P/- xviii. 31. 
¥. 3. Talk no more fo exceeding proudly, &c.} At 
fuch an high rate; in fuch an over-bearing man- 
ner, as if above every one ; this may have refpect to 
Peninnab, and all that joined with her to provoke 
Hannah to anger, and make her fret, infulting and 
triumphing over her, becaufe fhe had not children, 


as they had; but now their mouths would be ftop-_ 


ped, and their talk over; and not give themfélves 
the haughty airs they had done, at leaft there 
would be no occafion for them: /et not, arrogaucy 
come out of your moute , arrogating to themfelves, 
and to their merits, what they enjoyed, as children, 
riches, €?¢. when all come from the Lord; or what 
is hard ', intolerable, which bears fo hard on thofe to 
whom it is faid, that it can’t be bore with ; or what 
is cid *, and trite, old fayings concerning barren wo= 
men, as if of no ufe in the world, and difagree- 
able to God, and as having no fhare in his favour. 
The Yargum renders the word by reproaches, or 
blafphemies: for the Lord is a God of. f ledge ; 
or knowledges’; of perfect knowledge; he knows 
all perfons and things ; he knows himfelf, his per- 
fections, purpofes, thoughts, Words and works ;_ 
he knows all his creatures, animate and inanimate, 


rational and irrational, angels and men; the hearts” 


of all men; all that they fay, all their hard fay- 
ings, all their proud, haughty, over-bearing ex- 
preffions, calumnies and reproaches, as well as all 


they think, and all they do, good or bad; and. 
God will fooner or later convince them of, and pu- \. 
nifh them for their hard fpeeches againf€ his peo 
ple: and he is the author of all knowledge, natu=_ 

0 ee 
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ral, civil, fpiritual and evangelical : and by bim!'to hire themfelves out to perfond to labour under 
aétions are weighed; his own actions; his works|them for their bread. Hannah has either refpect to 
ad intra; his‘ purpofes and decrees, the counfels|fome inftances fhe had known, or prophefies of what 
‘of his will, and the thoughts of his heart, the}would be hereafter, ‘and was fulfilled in the T/raels 
things his mind is fet upon ; all his appointments |ites, when in the hands of the Egyptians and Afy- 
and defigns, his whole will and pleafure; all are|riazs, Lam. iv. 6 and may be exemplified in the 
pondered by him, and are formed with the utmoft}cafe of the prodigal fon, Luke xv, 13-16. and 
wifdom, and for the beft ends and purpofes: andjis true of fuch who have large gifts but not grace, 
‘all his a€tions and works without, whether of cre-|and which they exercife for lucre-fake, and are 
ation, providence and grace; all are weighed and| mere hirelings 5 and of f-lf-righteous perfons who 
done according to infinite wifdom, unerring juftice/are full of themfélves, of their goodnefs and righ- 
and truth; all refpecting things temporal or {pi-jteoufnefs, purity and power; are quite mercenary, 
ritual, what relate to the outward eftate of men,|do all they do for gain, work for Jife, and labour 
or to their everlafting happinefs : all the actions of| for perifhing meat, and for that which is not bread, 
men, as they are known unto him, they are weigh-|and is unfatisfying : and they that were hungry 
ed and examined by him, whether they proceed|cea/ed; that is, from being hungry, being filled 
from a right principle to a right end or no; upon|with good things, having a large and fufficient 
which, many actions, thought to be good, are not|fupply to fatisfy their craving defires, Luke i. 53. 
found to#be fo, and others, though good, yet not|Such are the changes fometimes in providence, that 
found perfect before God ; fo that there is no juf-|thofe who have lived in great plenty and fulnefs, 
tification nor falvation by the beft: or the fenfe|are obliged to work for their bread ; and, on the 
is, fuch actions as are done well, they are direcfed|other hand, fuch as have been ftarving, and in fa- 
to him™; as they are ordained by him that men|mithing circumftances, have been brought into 
fhould walk in them, they are for his ufe, and are|very plentiful and affluent ones. The hungry, in 
done with a view to his glory. There is a double|a fpiritual fenfe, are fuch who hunger and thirft 
reading of thefe words; the marginal, which wejafter Chrift, and his righteoufnefs, for juttification 
follow, is ¢o or dy bim actions are directed or weigh- before God ; after him and his blood for the re- 
ed; but the textual reading is a negative, a/ions|miffion of their fins, and the cleanfing of their 
are not weighed", or numbered ; the works of God|fouls ; after him, and falvation by him, in whom 
can’t be comprehended, or the actions of men arejalone it is to be had ; after a view of intereft in 
not difpofed and-ordered without his will and plea-|him, and a greater degree of knowledge of him ; 
fure, or can’t be performed unlefs he wills or pre-|and after more communion with him in his word 
mits; and all are difpofed of, over-ruled and di-|and ordinances ; and after the enjoyment of them 
rected to anfwer his own ends and purpofes. for that purpofe : now when they enjoy what. they 
¥. 4. The bows of the mighty men are broken, &c.]\are craving after, they ceafe to hire out themfelves 
Hannah, from relating gracious experiences, andjfor bread, as others do; they don’t ceafe from 
celebrating the divine perfections of holinefs, om-!working, but from dependence on their works, on 
nifcience and fovereignty, pafles on to take notice |which they can’t feed and live, having found and got 
of the dealings of God with men in providence andjother and better bread to feed upon ; they ceafe 
grace ; dow are here put for all military arms, which| to be hungry, for they are filled and fatisfied with 
men of might and war make ule of, and which|the love of God, with the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
God can eafily break in pieces, and fo make warjwith the bleflings of grace, and falvation by him, 
to ceafe in the earth, and hinder warlike men from|with the goodnefs of his houfe, and with all the 
doing what they defign and attempt; they are en-|fulnefs of God and Chrift; and fo having what 
feebled and weakened by him, and their hands can- |fatisfies them, they defire no other food, fhall have 
not perform their enterprizes: fo the bows of fa-|no more want, or be in a ftarving condition any 
tan, and his principalities and powers, are broken,|more, efpecially this will be the cafe hereafter: /a 
and his fiery darts are quenched, and the people of | that the barren hath barn feven; meaning herfelf,wha 
the Lord enabled to ftand againft him, and wreftle|had born many, even five children befides Samuel, 
with him and them, being ftrong in the Lord, and|y..20, 21. which either was the cafe before this 
in the. power of his might, as it follows: and they|fong was delivered ; or rather what fhe believed 
that fumbled are girt with ftrength , who through|would be the cafe after Eli had bleffed her, and 
weaknefs are ready to ftumble at every thing they] prayed for the children by her; feven being a num- 
meet with in the way; yet being girded with|ber put for many, Prov. xxiv. 16. If. iv. 1. and 
ftrength by the Lord, are able to do great exploits, |/be that hath many children is waxed feeble, and un- 
as David did, that being his cafe, P/> xviii. 29,|\capable of bearing more, and ftripped of what fhe 
32. fo fuch as are weak in grace, in faith, injhad; this may be underftood otf Peninnab, con- 
knowledge, and ready to ftumble at every trial and|cerning whom the Fews have this tradition °, which 
exercife, let it come from what quarter it will;|‘farchi relates, that when Hannah bore one child, 
yet being girded oY the Lord with ftrength, are| Pexinnab buried two; and whereas Hannab had 
able to exercile grace, perform duty, go through|five, Pexinnah loft all her ten children. This may 
every fervice they are called to, whether in a way|be applied to the cafe of the Gentile and Fewi/h 
of doing or fuffering, to bear the yoke and crofs|churches, under the gofpel-difpenfation, when more 
of Chrift, to oppofe every enemy, to walk on in|were the children of the defolate or barren, the 
the ways of God, and to perfevere in faith and ho-|Gentiles, then of the married wife, the Jews, 7, 
linefs to the end. liv. 1. 
¥. 5. They that are full have hired out themfelves| y. 6. The Lord killeth, and maketh alive, &c.] 
or bread, &c.] Such as have been full of the) Which is true of different perfons ; fome he takes 
good things of this life, have been ftripped of all, |away by death, and others he preferves and conti- 
and reduced to fuch circumftances as to be obliged} nues in life; and of the fame perfons, whom God 
. re- 


™ 999M) m2) ipfi dircéta funt. Pagninus " Non difponuntur, Junius & Ttemellivs ; non numeran- 
tur, fo fome in Vatabluss nen perficiuntur, fo fome in Munfter, *® Vid. Hieron. Trad. Heb. in lib. Reg. 
fol. 34. K. : 
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- both are of God, he is the great difpofer of, life’ 


-tommiftion from him, - there is no refifting it ; and 


- ’ *". 


removes by death, and_reftores them to life gain, 
of which there are inftances both in the Old and 
New Teftament ; and be they which they will, 


and death. Death is of him; it is by his appoint: ’ 


let it be brought about by what means. it will, ftill 
it is of God: and life is-of him; it is firft given 
by him, and it is preferved by him ;.and though 
taken away, it fhall be reftored at the refurrection 
of the dead ; of which fome interpret this claule, 


2s Kimchi and Ben, Gerfom obferve: and what, is 


here faid is true, in a fpirituak fenfe ; the Lord kills 
by the law, or fhews men that they are dead in fin, 
and in a Jaw-fenfe ; and he makes alive by his Spi: 
rit, thro’ the Gofpel, quickening fuch who were dead 
in trefpaffes and fins; which is his own work, and 
the effect of divine power and grace ; fee the note on 
Deut. Xxxii. 39. be bringeth down to the grave, ang 
bringeth up; he bringeth fome very near.to the grave, 
to the very brink of it; fo that in their own ap- 
prehenfions; and in the opinion of their friends, they 
are juft dropping into it, and no hope of. recovery 
‘Yeft; when he fays to them return, and: brings them 
back from the pit, and delivers them from going 
into it, fab xxxiil. 22, 28, 30. P/.xc. 3. and even 
when they are laid in. it, he brings up.out of it 
again, as in the cafe of Lazarus, and which, will 
be the cafe in the refurreétion, Fobu v. 28, 29. 

¥. 7. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich, 
&c.} Which is true in.a natural fenfe of .the fame 
perfons, as might be exemplified in the cafe of 
‘Fob, and of different perfons, as in the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus ; for both. poverty and 
riches are of God, fee Prov. xxii. 2. and xxx. 8. 
Poverty is of God; for though it is. fometimes ow- 
ing to a man’s own conduct, yet that there is fuch 
a difference among men in general, that fome 
fhould be poor, and others rich, is owing to the 
wife providence of God, that men may be dependent 
onvone another. Riches are of God, and are the 
gifts of his bountiful providence; for though they 
are oftentimes the fruits of induftry and diligence, 
as means, yet not always; and whenever they are, 
fhey are to be afcribed to the bleffing of God at- 
tending the diligent hand. This is alfo true ina 
fpiritual fenfe ; for though fpiritual poverty is ow- 
ing to the fall of Adam, and to the. actual fins and 
tranfgreflions of men, whereby they become poor 
and miferable, yet all this is not without the know- 
ledge and will of God; and it is he that makes 
men fenfible of their poverty, and then makes 
them rich in fpiritual things, with. his.own grace, 
and the bleffings of it, with the. riches of grace 
here, and of glory hereafter; all which flow from 
the good-will of God, who has laid up much for 
his people, beftowed much on them, and entitles 
them to more ; and which come to them through 
the poverty of Chrift, who, though he was sich, 
became poor, that they through his poverty might 
be made rich, 2 Cor, viit. 9. be bringeth: low, and 
lifteth up; which has been verified in the fame per- 
fons, as in Fob, Nebuchadnezzar, &c. and in dif- 
ferent perfons, for he puts down one, and. raifes 
up another ; fo he rejected Seu} from being kin 
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them out, of the horrible pit of 1 


Chrifts..- 


fupported ; but thefe are no other» 


hem up by his fon out of their 
miferable eftate, ‘and, by his {piri 


nature, fi 
ftate of grace; fets.them upon: erock Chri 
makes their mountain ito Aa 


prefied. Literally. fuch poor as° are beggars, 2 
thofe that’are extremely poor, that fit’ia the d 
and.beg, and have nothing but a dungh to Hie 
on; yet God is able to:raife and lift up perfons da 
fuch ai, extremely low condition toa: very*high 
one: Jpiritually ;: fuch are the poor, who are poor ih 
ipirits and {piritually poor, and are fenfible of it, 
and they,.and they only, are beggars} ~Forall that 
are poor, as. they areinot fenfible of their-povetty, 
fo they beg not ; but fome are and begs they knock 
at the door of grace and mercy 5: their’ uage is 
petitionary, they. intreat the grace and mercy Of God's 
their pofture:is flanding, and waiting tillthey have 
an, anfwer ;-they are.importunate, andy 
eafily take a-denial 3 and they-obferve all’ opportu 
nities, to-get relief, andiare thankful for every thing: 
that is. given them. » Their condition, in’ which 
they are, is reprefented by the duff and-wanghill, 
which in general denotes, that they @rein a mean 
eftate, -in a finfulione, and in.a very polluted and 
loathfome one; invthis condition the Lord finds 
them,: when he calls.them by his grace ; and from 
this he raifes-and: lifts them up by his Spirit and 
grace; out of which they could never-have’ raifed 
themfelves ; and in which ftate of fin and mifery 
they muft have lain, had he not exerted his power+ 
ful efficacious grace,.in bringing them into a glo- 


princes; the people of God called By grace, who 
are the fons of the King of kings by: adoption; 
manifefted in their regeneration and faith ; have a 
princely fpirit, the fpirit of adoption; a free, gene- 
rous and bountiful one ; live and look like princesy 
are well fed and clothed, and attended; have the’ 
riches. of princes, and are heirs of ‘a kingdom‘: 
and to be fet among them, is to be made one; and 


church, and among the people of God; to fit down 
with ‘them at the table of the Lord, and have 
communion with them :, and to make them ‘nberit 
the throne of glory; eternal glory and happinefs, 
which as it is fignified by a kingdom and crown; 
fo by a throne, and is the fame with Chrifs, Rev. 
iii, 24. and therefore muft be a glorious one; and 
this is had by way of inheritance ; not oar by 
induftry, nor purchafed with money; but come 

adoption-grace, and belongs only to ¢ ) 
bequeft: of our heavenly Father, and comes thro” 


the death of Chrift the a 5 and this phrafe 
unto, but the poffet 


0 


denotes not barely the right 
fion of this happinefs and glory: for tbe 

of the earth are the. Lord’s, and he bath fet 
world upon them; the earth has’ its ZOU 
on which it is laid, and its pillars t i 
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ny 
or 


rious. one, next deferibed: <0 fef them: amon | 


and took David from the: fheepfold; debafed Ha-|and providence of God; otherwife the earth i 
man, and raifed Mordecai to great dignity ¢ and in] upon nothing, in the open, circu 
a fpiritual fenfe, the Lord fhews men the low eftate}and that God can and does do t 
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Ch. 1. ¥.9, 10. 


earth may defign the princes of the world, the fu- 
preme rulers of it, and civil magiftrates, who are 
fometimies called corner-ftones, and the fhields of 
the earth, Zi 

becaufe they are the means of ‘cementing, fupport- 
ing and protecting the people of the earth, and 
of preferving their peace and property. Likewife 
good men may be meant in a figurative fenfe, who 


as they are falt of the earth, are the pillars of it,. 


for whofe fake it was made, and is fupported, and 
continued in being: the church is the pillar and 
ground of truth ; and every good man is a pillar 
in the houfe of God, and efpecially minifters of 
the Gofpel ; fee Rev. iii. 12. 1 Tim, iit. 15. Gal. 
un. 9. Prov. ix. 1. 
¥.9. He will keep the feet of bis faints, &c.] 
Now follow promifes and prophecies of future 
things refpecting the J/rael of God, either in a li- 
teral or fpiritual fenfe. By his faints are meant 
not angels, though they are his holy ones, but 
men, and a body of them; who though unholy 
in themfelves, nor can they make themfelves: holy, 
yet are made fo by the grace of God, in confe- 
quence of electing grace, by which they are chofen 
to be holy, from Chrift the fource and fpring of 
all holinefs, by the Holy Spirit of God, ‘as the 
efficient caufe, and which is done in effectual vo- 
cation ; hence they live holy lives and converta- 
tions, though not altogether without fin in the 
prefent ftate. The word alfo  fignifies fuch to 
whom God has been kind and gracious, and on 
whom he has “beftowed bleffings of goodnefs, ‘and 
who are bountiful and beneficent to others. Thefe 
are the Lord’s, whom he has fet apart for himfelf, 
and has fanctified in Chrift, and by his Spirit; and 
of thefe he is keeper, not angels, nor minifters of 
the word, nor themfelves; but the Lord himfelf 
is the keeper of them ; and who is an able, faith- 
ful, tender and compafiionate, conftant and ever- 
Jafting keeper of them; and particularly he keeps 
their feet : he indeed keeps their whole perfons, 
their bodies and fouls; the members of their bo- 
dies, and the powers of their fouls, their head, 
their heart, their affections, from turning afide 
from him ; he guides, directs and orders all. their 
actions and goings; he keeps their feet in his own 
_ ways, where he has guided them; he keeps them 
~ in Chrift the way, and in all the paths of faith, 
‘truth, righteoufnefs and holinefs, and in the way 
_ everlafting ¢ he keeps them from falling ; for.tho’ 
they are liable to fall into fin, and by temptation, 
and from a lively exercife of grace, yet not totally 
‘and finally; they are fecured from it by his love 
‘to them ; the promifes he has made them; his 
power exerted on their behalf ; their being in the 
hands of Chrift, and the glory of all the three per- 
fons concerned herein: and the wicked shall be filent 
in darknefs ; fin has fpread darknefs over all human 
nature; every man is born and brought up in darknefs 
and walks in it: a ftate of unregeneracy is a ftate 
of darknefs, in which wicked men continue; and 
they are in the dark about God, the perfections of 
his nature, his mind and will, word and worhhip ; 
about Chrift, and the way of life, peace and falva- 
tion by him ; about their own {tate and condition 
by nature, and the danger they are in; about the 
nature and neceffity of regeneration ; and about 
the fcriptures, and the doctrines of the gofpel ; 
and living and dying in fuch a ftate, darknefs, 
blacknefs of darknefs is their portion for ever: fo 
the Targum, ** the wicked in hell in darknefs fhall 
be judged :” and it is faid they fhall be /i/ent in it; 
they are quiet, eafy and content in the ftate of na- 
Yots Ha<«N°. "13. ‘ . 
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ech. x. 4. Pf. xlvii. 9. and fo pillars, 
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tural darknefs, in which they are; they neither do, 
nor will underftand ; they don’t care to come to 
the light, but fhun the means of light and know- 
ledge ; they have nothing to fay of God, of Chrift, 
of the Spirit of God, or of divine things; they 
can talk enough of evil things, and pour them 
out in great plenty, but not of any good; and 
when their evils are charged upon them by the 
law, their mouths are ftopped, and they pronounced 
guilty, and have nothing to fay why juftice and 
judgment fhould not take place ; and fo they will 
be filent and fpeechlefs at the great day of judg- 
ment, Some interpret it, they fhall be cut of in 
darknefs ; fo Kimchi and Ben Melech ; that is, by 
death, -by the hand of God, by the fword of juf- 
tice: for by firength fhall no man prevail; which is 
a reafon both why God will keep his faints, and 


why the wicked fhall be filent, or cut off and pe- 


rifh : with refpect to good men, they are not faved, 
kept and preferved by their own ftrength; they 
are not faved without a righteoufnefs, without re- 


generation, without repentance towards God, and 
faith in Chrift'; neither of which they can perform 
in their own ftrength: nor can a faint keep him- 
felf from, or prevail over his fpiritual enemies of 
himfelf}*not over fin, nor fatan, nor the world; 
but it is» by the power of God that he is kept 
through faith unto falvation: and with refpeét to 
wicked men, thefe fhall not prevail by their ftreneth 
over good men, or the church, who are built upon 
a rock, againft which the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail ; nor can the wicked fo prevail by their ftreneth 
as to hinder their being cut off, and caft into outer 
darknefs., they have no power over the fpirit to 


retain it in the day of death; and whether they will 


or no, they fhall be caft into hell, and go into 
everlafting punifhment. 


¥. 10. The adverfaries of the Lord fhall be broken 
to pieces, &c.] Or Fehovab, Father, Son and Spi- 
rit, fball break in pieces thofe that contend with bim ; 
with the Lord, or with his people, or with Samuel 
particularly ; for this may be confidered as a pro- 
phecy of Hannah concerning her fon, what God 
would do for him againft his enemies, that fhould 
rife up, contend, and fight with him, as the Pdi- 
liftines; of whom Ben Ger/fom interprets it,whom the 
Lord difcomfited and broke to pieces ; fee the lite- 
ral fulfilment of this prophecy in ch. 7. in a fpiri- 
tual fenfe all wicked men are the enemies of God, 
and of his people, and fooner or later fhall be broken 
to pieces. Some, in a good fenfe ; when they. are 
{mitten with the words of his mouth, cut to the 
heart, and made contrite ; are humbled and brought 
into fubjection to him, and their enmity flain and 
abolifhed, and they filled with loveto him; and are 
fo broken to pieces, that they have nothing to de- 
pend upon, or truft in for life or falvation, but 
apply to Chrift alone for it. Others, in an ill 
fenfe; and the meaning is, that the wicked hall 
be utterly deftroyed by the Lord, with an everlaft- 
ing deftruction, with an incurable and irreparable 
one; fhall be broken in pieces like a potter’s veflel, 
which can never be put together again, fee P/ ii. 
g. Rev. ii. 27. out of heaven foall be thunder upon 
them; as the Lord did upon the Péiliftines in the 
times of Samuel, when Jrael were engaged in war 
with them, ch. vii. ro. And the laft vial of the 
wrath of God, poured out upon his adverfaries 
the.antichriftian {tates, will be attended with thun- 
ders and lightenings, Rev. xvi. 17, 18. it. denotes 
the terrible manner in which God will deftroy his 
adverfaries; the Septuagint verfion is, the Lord 
afcended to heaven and thundered; hence Pracopius 


. 6H Gazeus, 
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Gazeus, following this verfion, fays, Mannab pro-\'the word Mefiab, or anointed, as 
ivine perfon, the’Son of God; who 


phefied of the taking up of the Saviour, and of 


- 


lL SAMUEL. Chit x11-—13: 


afcribed to a di+ 
ie this = 


the miffion of the Holy Ghoft, and of the preach- lor tile from his being anointed, not with mate- 
ing of the apoftles, and of the fecond. coming of rial oil; but with the oi! of gladnefs, with the Holy 
Chrift, as follows: the Lord fhall judge the ends of |Ghoft; and his gifts and graces without meafure; 


the earth; not of the land ot J/rael by Samuel, as 
fome interpret it, fee ch. vii. 15-17. but of the 
whole world, and may tefer to the. government of 


and who is called the Lord’s anointed, becaufe he 
was anointed by his Father to be prophet, prieft and. 
king, or invefted by him with thofe offices even frony 


it in general by the Lord, or to the judgment of |eternity, fee Pf ii. 6. Prov. viii. 22,23. and which 


it by his Son; for he judges none, but has com- 
mitted all judgment to him; who at his farft com- 
ing judged the world, by the miniftry of the word 
in Judea and in the Gentile world, by fetting up 
ordinances, and by qualifying and confticuting 
‘perfons to aét in the government of his church 
under him; and at his. fpiritual coming he will 
take to himfelf his great power and reign, and 
judge the whore of Babylon 5 and at his laft or fe- 
cond coming he will judge the whole world, quick 
and dead, righteous and wicked: and be fhall give 
frrength unto his king , either who was made king in the 
times of Samuel, Saul, who was the firft of the kings 
of Jfrael, or David, whom.Samuel anointed and 
it is true of them both, that.the Lord gave them 
{trength to. fight with and conquer their enemies ; 
or rather the king Mefiiah, who in the next claufe 
is called the Lord’s anointed, or Meffiah: and 
exalt the horn of his anointed, and fo the Targum 
paraphrafes the words, ‘‘ he fhall give ftrength to 
his king, and enlarge the kingdom of his Mef- 
fiah ;” with which Kimchi agrees, and fays, the 
thing is doubled or repeated, for the king is the 
Meffiah ; and to him the words are applied by 
other Fewi/h writers ?, ancient and modern. Chriit 
is king over all, angels'and men, particularly he 
is king of faints; he is Jehoyah’s king, fet up and 
anointed by him from everlafting ;. was in time 
promifed as fuch, and in the fulnefs of time came 
in that character, and at his afcenfion to heaven 
was made and declared Lord and Chrift; and thro’ 
the fuccefs of his gofpel in the world has appeared 
yet more fo, and will be ftill more manifeft in the 
latter day, when he fhall be king over all the earth, 
and efpecially in his perfonal reign. Now when 
Strength is faid to be given him, this mutt be un- 
derftood either of ftrength given to him in human 
nature, to perform the great work of our redemp- 
tion and falvation, which required great ftrength ; 
as a divine perfon he needed none, as man he did; 
or of that ftrength communicated to, him as me- 
diator, to give unto his people, in whom they have 
both righteoufnefs and ftrength ; or rather of that 
power and dominion given him as king particu- 
larly ; all power in heaven and in earth were given 
him at his refurrection, and will appear more fully 
hereafter, when his kingdom will be from fea to 
fea, and his dominion from the river to the ends 
of the earth, fee Dan. vii. 13, 14. And the fame 
thing is meant by 4or”, which is an emblem of 
ftrength, power, dominion and glory; hence: he 


was more manifeftly declared at his birth, his bap- 
tifm, and afcenfion to heaven ; fee Luke ii. 40, 52. 
dés X~ 37, 38. and ii. 36. 2 Bao 
¥. 11. And Elkanah went to Ramab to his boufe, 
&c.} Of which fee ch. i. 19. This was after he 
had offered the facrifices at the feaft, worfhipped 
the Lord, and Haunab had delivered her prayer or 
fong. of praife, and both had committed Samuel. 
to the care of £/i, and left him with him : and the 
child did minifter unto the Lord before Eli the prieft ; 
he not only read in the-book of the law, but learn- 
ed to fing the praifes of God vocally, and to play 
upon an-inftrument of mufic ufed in the fervice of 
God in thofe times, and to light the lamps in the _ 
tabernacle, and open and fhut the doots of it, and | 
the likes’ which were fuitable to his age, and which 
might not be quite fo tender as fome haye thought; 
or this may relpeét fome fimall beginnings in the 
miniftry of the fanctuary, in which he gradually 
increafed. under the infpection, guidance and in- 
{truction of E4, which is meant by miniftring be- 
fore him; the-Targum is, “in the life of EA the 
prieft;”’ he began his miniftration before his 
death. : 
y. 12. Now the fons of Eli were fons of Belial, 
&c.] Not that £4 their father was Belzal, a wicked 
man; but though they had fo good a father, they 
were very wicked men, unprofitable, abandoned 
wretches, that caft off the yoke of the law of God, 
and gave themfelves up to all manner of wicked- 
nels: they knew not the Lord; not that they had 
no knowledge of God in theory, or were real 
athiefts, but they were fo practically ; they denied 
him in works, they had no love to him, nor fear 
of him, and departed from his ways and worfhip, 
as much as if they were intirely ignorant of him 3 
fo the Targum, ‘* they did not know to fear before © 
the Lord,” or ferve him; or, as Kimchi, * they 
did not know the way of the Lord,” that is, prac- 
tically. ; . 
¥. 13. And the priefts cuftom with the people _ 
was, &c.] Not what was according to the will and 
law of God, but which the fons of £7 had intro. 
duced ; and in which they were followed by the 
reft of the priefts, and fo it became an eftablifhed 
cuftom, and had the force of a law, ftatute, or _ 
judgment, as the word fignifies: that when any 
man offered facrifice; not any fort of facrifice, for — 
if it was a burnt-offering, it was wholly confumed 
by fire, and in that the following cuftom could — 
not take place ; and if ic was a fin-offering, that 


himfelf is called the horn, of David, and the horn 
of falvation; it is a name and title given to kings, 
Dan. vii.24. Rev. xvii. 12. in allufion to the horns 
of beafts, in which their. ftrength lies to defend 
themfelves, and annoy their enemies ; and the ex- 
altation of him prophefied of, may refpect and in- 
clude his refurreétion from the dead, afcenfion to 
heayen; feffion at the right-hand. of God, the judg- 
ment of all committed to him, and the glorious the gg 
exercife of his kingly office in the fpiritual and per- | tabernacle, as afterwards in the temple : witha 
fonal reigns. This is the firft time we meet with | fleh-book of three teeth in bis band; with a three 


was eaten by the priefts, and fo there wasnoneed 
of taking fuch a method, as after related; but a _— 
peace-offering, part of which belonged to the Lord, -_ 
the fat that was burnt, and the breaft and fhoulder 
to the prieft, and the reft to the owner, whomade  __ 
a feaft of it for his family and friends: the prief’s __ 
Jervant came while the flefo was in feething, that is, 
while thofe parts were boiling for the owner and —- 
his family; which was done in fome part of ) 
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forked inftrument, with which he was fent by or- 
der of the prieft that flew «he facrifice, and offered 
itr, to whom belonged the parts before-mentioned, 
allowed him by the law; but not content with 
thefe, he fent his fervant, while the reft were boil- 
ing, with fuch an inftrument as here defcribed, to 
draw up more out of the boiling-pot. py 

y. 14. And he ftrook-it into the pan, or kettle, or 
cauldron, or pot, &c.] Whatever vetlel was made 
ufe of, larger or leffer, according to the quantity 
of fiefh the owner boiled for himfelf and friends, 
the trident the prieft’s fervant brought with him, 
he ftruck into the boiler to the bottom of it: a// 
that the flefo-hook brought up, the prieft took for 
himfelf ; as his own property ; whereas no part of 
it at all belonged to him, he haying had the 
breaft and fhoulder delivered .to him in the firft 
place ; and yet by this method, all that he could 
drag up with this three-forked inftrument he ¢claim- 
as his own ; which might be much, that would 
hang upon three teeth of it, or in which they were 
fattened; and, according to Abardinel, each of 
them would bring up a pound of flefh, and per- 
haps more: fo they did in Shilob, unto all the If- 
raelites that came thither ; to offer their facrifices, 
which was the proper place for them, the taberna- 
cle and altar being there ; and men of all ranks 
and degrees were treated alike, princes and people, 
rich and poor; the cuftom univerfally obtained, 
and all forts of men met with the fame ufage. 

¥. 15. Alfo before they burnt the fat, &c.]) Which 
belonged to the Lord, and was to be offered to 
him by fire, in the firft place, as it ought to be; 
and the order of facrificing required, that he fhould 
have his part firft before the prieft or the owner: 
but fo impious were the priefts become, that she 
prices fervant came, and faid to the man that fa- 
crificed ; not to the prieft that offered, but ta the 
man that brought his facrifice to be offered by the 
prieft : give fielh to roaft for the prieft ; meaning, 
not what was his by law, as the breaft and shoul- 
der, though for thefe he ought to have ftayed un- 
til the fat was offered to the Lord; but other 
parts of the peace-offering, which he had no right 
unto, for roafting or boiling, and yet in an im- 
perious manner demanded it by his fervant: for 
he will not have fodden flefo of thee, but raw tho’ 
this was not the only reafon of this demand, be- 
caufe he liked roaft meat better than boiled ; but 
becaufe the three-forked flefh-hook did not always 
bring up the beft pieces out -of the boiling-pot ; 
and therefore he refolved to have flefh raw, that 
he might have the beft, as well as drefs. it to his 
own liking. 

¥. 16. And if any man faid unto him, let them 
not fail to burn the fat prefently, &c.] Or ftay 
till they have offered the fat, as the Targum; let 
that be done in the firft place, which may be 
quickly done, in a very little time, and Jet as much 
hafte be made as can be to doit: and then take as 
much as thy foul defireth; by which it appears 
that the men that brought the facrifice, had more 
religion at heart, and were more concerned for 
the honour and glory of God than the prieft ; be- 
ing willing to fuffer in their property, but could 
not bear that the Lord fhould be difhonoured, 
and fo rudely treated; they were willing the 
priefts fhould take what they pleafed of theirs, 
though they had no right to any; only they de- 
fired the Lord might be ferved firft, which was 
_ but reafonable : then be would anfwer him, nay, but 
thou fhalt give it me now, and if not, I will take 
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fat was burnt; and the Lord had his portion; but 
he would have it direétly ; and if he would not 
give it him freely, he would take it whether he 
would or no; to fuch a height of infolence and 
impiety were the priefts arrived, as to put it in 
the power of their fervants to make fuch wicked 
demands, and treat God, and thofe that brought 
their facrifices to him, in fuch a contemptuous 
manner. * oe ee Aigit Boao piek 3 

y. 17. Wherefore the fin of the young men was 
very great before the Lord, &c.| That is, the fons of 
Eli; for they were the ring-leaders who fet thefe 
bad exanrples, which other priefts followed; and 
therefore the fin is afcribed to them; and which 
was fadly aggravated by taking what was not thei? 
own, and by taking it in a forcible manner; and 
before the Lord had his part in the offering, and 
all this done in the tabernacle, in the prefence of 
God ; which plainly fhowed, that they had, not 
the fear of God before their eyes, nor any fenfe of 
his omnifcience and omniprefence, any more than 
of his holinefs and juftice: for men abborred the 
offering of the Lord; it was irkfome and difagree- 
ble to them to bring their facrifices, when they 
faw the law of God was not attended to, and the 
rules of facrificing were .not obferved; fuch con- 
tempt of God, fuch abufe of facrifices, fuch injury 
done to the facrificers; and fuch covetoufnefs and 
fenfuality in the priefts, that it even fet the people 
againtt facrifices, and made them loath them, and 
neglect to bring them. And this aggravated the 


fin of the young men, though the facrificers were 


not excufed hereby, ¥. 24. . eis 

y. 18. But Samuel miniftred before the Lord, &c.] 
The miniftration of Samuel, though a child,. is ob- 
ferved both before and after the account of the 
ill behaviour and wickednefs of E/i’s fons; partly 
to the fhame and difgrace of them, and as ferving 
to aggravate their fin, and make it appear the more 
black and heinous; and partly to his honour and 
reputation, that he was not corrupted and turned 
afide from God by their evil practices. The phrafe 
here ufed is different from that in ¥. 12. there he 
is faid to minifter before £7, under his direétion 
and guidance, but here before the Lord ; being 
now engaged in higher fervices, and which he 
could perform without the affiftance of E#, as in 
the prefence of God more immediately ; it feems 
to have refpect to him, when more grown in age, 
ftature, knowledge, and experience, though here 
related: yet ftill being @ child; not got out of 
his childhood, or arrived to manhood: girded with 
a linen ephod, fuch as priefts ufed to wear, but not 
Levites in common, nor extraordinary perfons on 
extraordinary occafions, fee 1 Sam. xxii. 18. 2 Sam, 
vi. 14. This feems to be a peculiar favour, and | 
a fpecial honour which Ef granted to Samuel when 
fo very young, on account of the grace of God 
beftowed on him in a wonderful manner; and be- 
caufe brought up in the tabernacle as a holy per- 
fon, and a Nazarite,; and becaufe his birth was 
foretold, and he afked of God, as his name figni- 
fied, as Procopius Gazaeus obferves. 

y¥. 19. Moreover, bis mother made him a little 
coat, &c.} Suitable to his ftature, this was an 
outer coat to’ wear over others, and this alfo was 
fuch an one as the priefts wore ; it is the fame word 
that is wled for the prieft’s robe, Exod. xxviii. 4. 
and this it is very likely was altogether of her own 
fpinning, and weaving, ‘and making up; which 
were works women did in thofe times: and this 
Hannah did partly out of her great love to her 


it by force; fignifying, he would not ftay till the|fon Samuel, and partly to leffen the expence that 
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Eli, or the congregation, were at in the mainte- 
nance of him; and the Ta/mudifts * obferve, that a 
prieft might wear a garment, and minifter in it, if his 
mother made it; and they give inftances of priefts, 
Jomael and Eleazar, for whom their mothers made 
garments: and brought it to him from year to year ; 
tor it feems this was only to be worn at feftivals, 
and not on common days; and therefore fhe did 
not leave it with him, but took it home with her, 
and brought it again at the returning feftival : wben 
foe came up with her bufband to offer the yearly fa- 
crifice ; whether at the paflover, or at pentecoft, or 
at the feaft of tabernacles ; and it is very proba- 
ble fhe came with her hufband at them all, yearly ; 
for though fhe was not by the law obliged there- 


unto, yet her religious zeal and devotion, and her 


great defire to fee her fon as often as fhe could, in- 
duced her to come. are 

y¥.20. And Eli bleed Elkanah and bis wife, &c.) 
Not only the firft time they brought Samuel to 
him, and left him with him; but every year they 
came to worships as-the ‘few7/h commentators moftly 


interpret it: aud faid, the Lord give thee feed of 
this woman ; children by her, year after year: for 


the loan which is lent to the Lords; inftead of Samuel, 
who was afked of the Lord, and given to him again; 
and as they were thereby in fome meafure deprived 
of him, and could not always enjoy him, and be 
delighted with him, #/ prayed for them, and gave 
them his benediction as a prieft, that they might 
be favoured with other children, who might be 
of delight and fervice to them when in old age: 
and they went unto their own home; at Ramab, as 
in ¥. 11. or ¢o bis place’, Elkanab’s;, hence Kimchi 
concludes, that Hannah was of another city origi- 
nally ; but the Zargum is, ‘‘ to their place ;” and 
indeed, what was now the place or home of the 
one, was of the other. 

yi. 21. And the Lord vifited Hannah, &c.| In 
a way of mercy, approving and confirming the 
blefling of Ei; or rather granting the bleffing he 
"prayed for, by giving her power to conceive, bear, 
and bring forth children, as the following words 
‘explain it: fo that jhe conceived and bare three fons 
and two daughters; whereby the prophecy of Han- 
nab was fulfilled, ¥. 5. and was no doubt matter 
of great joy to her ; though of thefe children we 
no where elfe read, nor even of their names. 
fephus * fays, Elkanah had other fons by Hannah, 
and three daughters ; which agrees not with the 
text: and the child Samuel grew before the Lord; 
in’ age and itature, in grace and goodnefs, and im- 
proved much in the worfhip and fervice of God, 
both in the theory and practice of it; or became 
great with him, high in his efteem and favour, 
and was bleffed with much of his prefence, and with 
large gifts of his grace. 

y. 22. Now Ek was very old, &c,] It is very 
probable he was now about go years of age, fince 
when he died he was 98, ch. iv. 15. which is ob- 
ferved to fhew his incapacity for the difcharge of 
his office, and infpection into public affairs; which 
gave his fons an opportunity of a¢ting the wicked 
part they did without reproof, and with impunity, 
£li knowing nothing of it; and accounts in fome 
meafure for the gentle reproof he gave them, when 
he did know of it; for being old, he was not fo 
full of fpirit and vigour, and more propenfe to 
tendernefs and mercy ; befides, his fons.were grown 
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them; though he ought to have confidered him@lf 


Fo- 


not as a father only; but asan high-prieft and 


judge. of I/rael, and peformed his office as fuch ; 


however, it mu(ft be a great affliction to him in his 
old age, and added to the weight’ of it, that his 
fons fhould behave fo unworthily as they did: and 
heard all that bis fons bad done unio Ifrael; who 
befides what was by the law allowed them,’ took 
fiefh out of the pot as it was boiling, and demand- 
ed raw flefh to roaft before the fat was effered to 
the Lord ; and in this manner they ufed all with- 
out diftinétion, that came with their facrifices : 
and how they lay with the women that affembled at 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, not 
that they lay with them at the door in a public — 
beaftly manner ; but the women that came thither 
they decoyed into their own apartments, or into: 
fome of the courts of the tabernacle, and there 
debauched them: who thefe women were, and 
what their bufinefs at the tabernacle, is not eafy to 
fay ; fome think, they came about bufinefs which 
belonged to women to do there, as to wafh and 
clean the rooms, to fow and fpin, and the like ; 
but one would think, that thefe latter works fhould 
be done, not at the door of the tabernacle, but in 
fome apartment in it, or rather at their own houfes, 
for the ufe of it: the Zargum is, that they there 
affembled to pray, which is more likely, and that 
they were devout women ; who came there in large 
numbers, for the word ufed has the fignification 
of armies; to perform religious exercifes in fafting, 
and praying, and bringing facrifices to be offered 
for them ; though they don’t feem to be fuch, as 
was Auna the prophetefs, Luke ii. 37.°who made 
their abode in the tabernacle, and ferved God night 
and day with faftings and prayers, fince thefe were 
only at the door of. the tabernacle; nor were there 
in the tabernacle conveniences for fuch perfons as 
afterwards in the temple. The Yews, for the moft 
part, by thefe underftand lying-in-women, who 
came with their offerings for purification, attended 
with many other women, their relations, friends, 
and neighbours, and which efpecially, when feve- 
ral met together on fuch an occafion, made a croud 
at the door of the tabernacle ; and fome are of 
opinion, that thefe men did not lie with them; or 
debauch them, according to the literal fenfe of the 
word ; but that they delayed the offering of their 
nefts of doves they brought, fo that they were 
forced to ftay all night, and could not return 
home ; and becaufe by this means they were re- 
{trained from their hufbands, it is reckoned as if © 
thefe men had Jain with them ‘; and which they » 
think is confirmed, in that the man of God fent 
to E/i, after mentioned, takes no notice of this 
leudnefs of theirs, only of their ill: behaviour as 


to facrifices ; but the text is fo exprefs for their de- 


bauchery, that it cannot be denied. 9» 


¥.23. And he faid unto them, why do ye fuck 


things? &c.] As to impofe upon the people, that 


bring their offerings, by taking more than is due, 
and in a very indecent and imperious manners and: 


efpecially to defile the women when they came to 


worfhip : thefe were very fcandalous fins, and de-. 
ferved a more fevere reprimand, and indeed a greater 
chaftifement than by mere words ; Zi fhould have: 
rebuked them more fharply, and laid open the evil 
of their doings, and as a judge punifhed them for 
them : for I bear of your evil doings 


| yall this 
up and married, and he had lefs authority over! people; the inhabitants of Shiloh, or "ier 
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thither to worfhip, who were continually inaking| them, aid befeech the Lord to be propitious and 


their complaints to £7; which ftill fhows his back- 
wardnefs to reprove them in the manner he did, 
until he. was obliged to it by the continual remon- 
ftrances of the people againft the practices of his 


merciful to them? who on earth will do it? fuch 
perfons are fcarce and ‘rare, few care to ftand up 
in the gap between God and finners ; in fome cafes 
they ought not, in others they cannot. Eli fug- 


fons ; he did not attend to the information he hadjgefts by this queftion, thar he could: not, even 


from a few perfons, until it became general. 
v.24. Nay, my fous, &c.] This feems to be 
too foft and fmooth an appellation, too kind and 
endearing, confidering the offence they were guilty 
of, and were now reproving for; rather they de- 


for his own fons ; and who in heaven can or wil! 
do it? not faints departed, who know nothing of 
what is done below, nor angels, only the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift ; he is the only mediator between God 
and men, who has engaged his heart to approach 


ferved to be called fons of Be/ial, the children of|unto God, and interpofe between him and finful 


the devil, than fons of EZ, or brutes’ and fhame- 
lefs wretches, and fuch like hard names: for it is 
no good report that I bear; a very bad one; far 
from being good, fcarce any thing worfe could 
have been faid of them; to rob perfons of the flefh 
of their offerings, when there was a fufficient al- 
Jowance made for them by law, and to be fo im- 


men, and has made peace and reconciliation by his 
blood, and is become the propitiation for fin, and 
ever lives to make interceflion for tranfereffors, and 
is always prevalent and fuccefsful. in his mediation 
and interceffion; excepting him, there is none to 
intreat for thofe that have finned againft the Lord, 
fee 1 Fobn ii. 1,2. In anfwer to this queftion, who 


pious as to require what was not theirdue, and even|/hall intreat for him? the Fews fay*, repentance 


before the Lord had his; and to debauch the wo- 


_.men that came to religious worfhip, and that in 


the facred place of worfhip, they alfo being priefts 
of the Lord, and married men; fins very fhocking, 
and fadly aggravated, and yet Ei treats them in 
this gentle manner: ye make the Lord’s people. to 
tranfgrefs, by caufing them to forbear to bring 
their facrifices, becaufe ufed in fuch an injurious 
and over-bearing way; and by decoying the women 
into uncleannefs, and by fetting examples to others: 
or ¢o cry out, as in the margin of our bibles, to 
exclaim againft them for their exorbitant and leud 
practices ; fo the Zargum, ‘* the people of the 
Lord murmur becaufe fo ill ufed by them :”. this 
claufe may be read in connexion with the former, 
it is no good report that I bear, which ye caufe to 
pafs through the Lord’s people ; ye occafion the peo- 
ple to fpeak ill of you every where, in, the camp 
of Jfrael, throughout the whole nation; the report 
as it is bad, it is general, isin every one’s mouth ; 
fo Maimonides” interprets it; with which Jarchi 
and others agree ”. / ; 

y¥. 25. If one man fin againft another, the judge 
frail judge him, &c.| When one man does an in- 
jury to another in his perfon and property, the cafe 
is brought before the judge, he hears it, examines 
into it, and determines upon it, and does jutftice, 
orders that the injured perlon have fatisfaction made 
him, and fo the matter is ended: but if a man fin 
ogainft the Lord, who foallPatreat for him? all fin 
is in fome fenfe againft God, as it is contrary to 
his nature, anda breach of his law, and efpecially 
bold, daring, prefumptuous fins ; but there are 
fome fins that are more immediately and particu- 


and good works; but thele are infuficient adyo- 
cates for a finner, without the atoning facrifice of 
Chrift, who is thé only propitiation for fin, and 
upon which a plea for pardon can only be founded: 
notwithftanding they hearkened not unio the voice of 
their father ; to his reproofs and counfels, his rea- 
fonings and expoftulations ; though his rebukes 
were fo gentle, and this laft reafoning of his fo 
clofe and ftrong, fo nervous and ftriking: becaufe 
the Lord would flay them ; it was his purpofe and | 
decree, his will and pleafure, to cut them off for 
their wickednefs ; wherefore he gave them up toa 
judicial blindnefs, and hardnefs of heart, as he 
did Pharaoh, fo that they were proof againit all 
advice, admonitions, and arguments ufed with 
them : fome chufe to read the words, therefore the 
Lord would flay them’, becaufe they were difobe- 
dient to the voice of their father; but the former 
fenfe is beft ; for his will to deftroy them was not 
fo much for their difregard to the reproofs of their 
father, in which he bimfelf was culpable, as for 
their breach of his laws. 

y¥. 26. And the child Samuel grew up, &e.|. In- 
creafed in ftature and in grace, grew more and 
more in all refpects, and better and better, whilft 
El’s fons grew worfe and worfe ; the contraft be- 
tween thefe make the one to fhine and appear illuf- 
trious, and the other to look the blacker: or he 
went on, and grew, and was good*; as he proceeded 
on in years, and grew in ftature, he appeared more 
and more to be a good man, a virtuous, holy and 
gracious perfon.: and was in favour both with the 
Lord, aud alfo with men, the Lord was pleafed to 
give him fome tokens of his favour, that he de- 


Jarly againft God, as fins againit the firft table of|lighted in, him, that he was well-pleafing in his 


the law, which relate to the worfhip of God, and 


fight, and that his perfon and fervices were a¢cept- 


fuch were the fins of £4’s fons in the affair of|able to him; and the more Ef’s fons difgufted the 


facrifices ; all fin againft God is aggravated by the 
pertections of his nature, and made tremendous, 
as being againft a God of ftrict juftice, of unfpot- 
ted purity and holinefs, and who is omnifcient, 
omniprefent, and omnipotent ; and by the relation 


people by their ill lives and conduct, the greater 
efteem among them did Samuel obtain, by his be- 
coming life and converfation.; all. admired him, 
{poke well of him, and thanked God that in fuch 
bad times he was raifing up.one among them, of 


and connexion there is between God and men, he| whom they had the moft hopeful profpect of ufe- 
is their creator and preferver, the God of their|fulnefs to them. 


dives and mercies, and of all the bleffings they en- 


¥.27. And there came a man of God unto Eli, 


joy, and yet fin againft him! who will intreat the| &c.]. A prophet, as the Targum; he had gifts and 


favour of God. for fuch perfons, afk pardon for| graces beftowed on him by the Lord, qualifying 


oa 
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him for that office ; he came from God, and fpoke |tarion, &c.} To be offered in the tabernacle, where — 
in his name, as prophets ufed to do: who this|the Lord had his dwelling ; which they might be ~ 
was is not faid, nor can it bé known with cer-|faid to kick and {purn at, defpifing them, as if — 
tainty ; many conjectures are made; fome think |there were not enough of them, nor the’ beft 
he might be Phinebas, as Ben Gerfom and Abarli-\them given to them for their maintenance; a me+ © 
nel 4, which is not at all likely; it is not probable |taphor taken from cattle well fed and fat, which 
that he was living, for if he had been alive, hi \kick and fpurn with their feet at even the owners” 
would not have been high-prieft: the more ancient|and feeders of them. The Targum is, * why do 
Fews fay t, he was Elkanah, the father of Samuel ;|ye ufe force with the holy offerings ?” that is, take 
and foferchi ; and he is faid in the Targum on ch. 1.|them away by force, when there was fuch a fufli- 
1, to be one of the difciples of the prophets, and was|cient quantity allowed them for their fupport. 
reckoned by them among the 200 prophets that|Some underftand this of their driving away fuchs 
prophefied in J/rae]* ; but of his prophecy we no|that before ufed to bring their facrifices to be of- 
where read in feripture, or that he was one : others “fered, but being fo ill treated, refrained from bring- 
think he was Samuel himfelf, who through modeity|ing them: and honoureft thy fons above me; by 
conceals his name ; but he was now a child, as in|fuffering them to take their part of the facrifices, 
the preceding verfe ; indeed, fome are of opinion,|and even what did not belong to them, before God 
that what follows is recorded in this chapter by}had his part, or before the fat was burnt ; and by 
way of anticipation, and properly belongs to, and}continuing them in their office, to the difhonour 
is a part of the meflage fent from the Lord by Sa-{of God, his name and worfhip, when they ought 
muel to Ei, in the following chapter : and faid unto|to have been turned out by him and punifhed ; but 
him, thus faith the Lord; ufing the language pro-|by this he preferred the honour of his fons before — 
phets in after-times did, who ipake not of them-|the honour of God, and chofe rather that he 
felves, but in the name of the Lord; and from whence|fhould be difhonoured, than that they fhould be 
it appears that this was not a divine perfon, the|cenfured : to meke yourfelves fat with the chiefeft of 
Son of God in human form, fince he never ufed|al/ the offerings of I/rael my people; they took the 
to fpeak in this manner when he appeared: did J|beft pieces of the peace-offerings from them by force, 
plainly appear to the houfe of thy father, when they\having no right unto them; and this they did to 
were in Egypt in Pharaobk’s boufe? he did; this was]indulge their luxury and fenfuality, which B/# con- 
evident and certain, and a wonderful inftance of|nived at; and it is highly probable took part of 
condefcending goodnefs : the houfe of his father,|the roafted meat his fins provided for themfelves, 
is the houfe of Aaron, who, and all his fons, were/out of the choiceft pieces of the offerings of the 
born in Egypt, from whofe youngeft fon Jshamar,| people; fince he himfelf is included in this claufe, 
Eli defcended ; and to whom the Lord appeared] zo make your/elves fat, as his fons might be, and it 
when in Egypt, and fent him to meet Mo/es, whofe}is certain he himfelf was, ch. iv. 18. ~ a 
fpokefman he appointed him to be; and who pro-|_ y. 30. Wherefore the Lord God of Ijrael faith, 
phefied in Egypt, and reproved the [/raelites, which|&c.] This being the cafe, fo much contempt caft 
is recorded in Ezekiel, ch. xx. as fay the Fews*. |upon his facrifices, and difhonour on himfelf: J 
¥. 28. And did I chufe him out of all the tribes|faid indeed, that thy houfe, and the houfe of thy fa- 
of Ifrael to be my prieft, &c.| He did; of all the| ther should walk before me for ever ; or minifter in 
tribes of J/rael the Lord chofe the tribe of Levi|the prieft’s office before him: if the houfe of Aaron 
to place the priefthood in, and of all the families}in general is meant, it did continue fo to doin 
of that tribe he chofe the houfe of-daron, Eli’s|one branch or another of it, as long as the Mo/aic 
anceftor, to minifter in the prieft’s office, fee Exod.) difpenfation lafted, which is meant by the phrafe 
xxviii. 1. to offer upon mine altar, burnt-offerings, | for ever ; but fince it is afterwards denied that it 
fin-offerings and peace-offerings ; this is the altar|/fhould, rather the houfe of Ithamar, or of the 
of burnt-offering, which ftood in the court of the]immediate parent of EZ, is meant, and this faid 
tabernacle: ¢o burn incenfe; on the altar of incenfe,}when the priefthood was tranflated from the family 
which was in the holy place, and on which incenfe}of Eleazar to the family of Jthamar; when, and 
was burnt morning and evening : to wear an ephod|on what account that was done, we no where read. 
before me? in which was the brealt-plate, with|It. is a tradition’, that it was in the time of the 
the Urim and Thummim, with which the high-|Zevite’s concubine ; and becaufe Phinehas, and the 
prieft went into the moit holy place, where was|other priefts, did not go from city to city, and re= 
the ark, the fymbol of the divine prefence, and|prove the J/raclites for the’ many fins they were’ 
where he enquired of the Lord by the above things: |fallen into, that the priefthood was taken away 
and did I give unto the boufe of thy father all the|out of the family of Eleazar, and tranflated to th 
offerings made by fire of the children of I/rael? helof Ithamar: but now the Lord faith, be it far from 
did; the priefts who were of the houfe of 4aron|me ; to continue the priefthood in the line of /tba- 
had not only the fin-offerings, and part of the}mar; which argues no change in the purpofes or 
peace-offerings, but even of the offerings made by|promifes of God, this being not a decree of his, 
fire, the burnt-offerings; the fkin of them was|but a declaration of his will; that if the houfe of — 
the prieft’s, and the meat-offerings that went along] /thamar behaved well in the difcharge of the office * 
with them, fee Lev. vi. 25, 26. and vii. 8, 9, 10,|of the high-prieft, it fhould continue with them to 
33> 34, 35. Numb. xviii. 8, 9, 10. which were|the end of the Mofaic difpenfation, but if not, it 
given them for their maintenance. Now thefe in-|fhould be taken from them, and reftored to thé fa- 
ftances of God’s goodnefs to the family of Aaron, mily of Eleazar; as it was in Solomon's time: for 
are thentioned to aggravate the fins of Hii and his|shem that honour me, Iwill honour; as Phimebas the 
fons. fon of Eleazar did at Shittim, where he fhewed his 
¥. 29. Wherefore kick ye at my facrifice, and at\zeal for the Lord of hofts, and had the promife 
mine offering, which I have commanded in my badi-|of the everlafting priefthood, and which con 
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tinued in his family until the Badylonifh captivity, 
excepting the interval in which it was in the family 
of Ithamar, and for what reafon is not known: 
and they that defpife me, fhall be lightly efteemed as 
the pofterity of Eli, whofe fons defpifed the Lord, 
and his offerings, as appeared by their conduct ; 
and thefe were killed in battle in one day, and in 
the times of Solomon, Abiathar, of the pofterity of 
Eli, was thruft out of the priefthood, and Zadok, 
of the line of E/eazar, was put in his room, 1 Kings 
li, 279 36. 

¥. 31. Behold, the days come, &c.| Or are com- 
ing ®; and will quickly come, in a very little time 
the things, after threatened, began to take place, 
even in the days of E/i’s fons, and the whole was 
accomplithed in about 80 years after: that I will 
cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father’s houfe ; 
that is, the ftrength of him, and them, as the Zar- 
gum, the ftreneth of a man for doing bufinefs ly- 
ing in his arm; meaning by it not long life, as 
Kimchi, who-concludes this fenfe from what fol 
lows ; but rather power and authority, or the exer- 
cife of the office of high-prieft, which gave him 
and his family great efteem and power; or it may 
be beft of all, his children, which are the ftrength 
of a man, and the fupport of his family, fee Gez. 
xlix. 3. that there fhall not be an old man in thine 
houfe ; as there were none when he died, and his 
two fons, the fame day ; and the children they left 
were very young, and /4hitub, who was one of them, 
could not die an old man, fince Abimelech his fon 
was prieft in the time of Sau/, who with 85 priefts 
were flain by his order ; and /diathar his fon was 
deprived of the priefthood in the time of Solomon ; 
though fome underftand this not of an elder in 
years, but in office; and that the fenfe is, that 
there fhould be none of his family a fenator, or a 
member of the great Sanbedrim, or court of judi- 
cature; and fo it is interpreted in the Talmud», 
with which agree Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel. 

¥. 32. And thou fhalt fee an enemy in my babita- 
tion, &c.) Either the Piliftines in the land of J/- 
rael, where God chofe to dwell, who quickly after 
made war againft J/rae/, and pitched in Apbhek, ch. 
iv. 1. or, as in the margin of our bibles, and other 
verfions', thou fhalt fee the affliction of the taber- 
nacle; as he did when the ark of God was taken, 
at the news of which he died, ch. iv. 17, 18. and 
fo the Targum underftands it of affliction and cala- 
mity, yet not of the houfe of God, but of his own 
houfe; paraphrafing the words thus, ‘‘ and thou 
fhalt fee the calamity that fhall come upon the 


men of thine houfe, for the fins which they have 


committed before me in the houfe of my fanc- 
tuary:” but it feems beft to interpret it of a ri- 
val, which not he in his own perfon fhould fee, 
but whom his pofterity fhould fee high-prieft in 
the temple; as they did in Solomon’s time, when 
Abiathar, of the family of £4, was thruft out, 
and Zadok, of the family of Eleazar, was put in ; 
for, as Kimchi obferves, when a man has two 
wives, they are rivals or adverfaries to one an- 
other, jealous and emulous of each other, as E/- 
kanab’s two wives were, and of one of them, the 
fame word is ufed as here, ch. i. 6. fo when one 
high-prieft was put out, and another taken in, the 
one was the rival or adverfary of the other, as in 
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when this fhould be, even when God did well ro 
Jrael, gave them great profperity, wealth and 
riches, quietnefs and fafety, a famous temple built 
for the worfhip of God, and every thing in a flou- 
rifhing condition, both with refpect to temporals 
and fpirituals, as was in the days of Solomon, fee 
1 Kings iv. 20, 25. and x. 27. and then it was 
amidit all that plenty and profperity, and when the 
high priefthood was moft honourable and _profit- 
able, that £/’s family was turned out of it, and 
another put into it: and there fhall not be an old 
man in thine boufe for ever; fee the note onthe 
preceding verfe; this is repeated for confirma- 
tion, and with this addition, that this would be the 
cafe for ever. t 

¥. 33. And the man of thine. &c.] Of his fa- 
mily, which fhould {pring from him: whom 
I foall not cut off from mine altar; from ferv- 
ing there: who though he fhall not be an high- 
prieft; but a common prieft, .as all the defcendents 
of Aaron were, fhall be to confume thine eyes, and 
to grieve thine heart , that is, the eyes and heart of 
his pofterity ; who though they fhould fee of 
their family miniftring in the prieft’s office, yet 
fhould make fo poor a figure on account of their 
outward meannefs and poverty, or becaufe of their 
want of wifdom, and intellectual endowments, or 
becaufe of their fcandalous lives, that it would fill 
their hearts with grief and forrow, and their eyes 
with tears, fo that their eyes would fail, and be 
confumed, and their hearts be broken: and all the 
increafe of thine houfe foall die in the flower of their 
age; or die men", grown men, not children; when 
it would not be fo great an affliction to part with 
them ; but when at mans eftate, in the prime of 
their days, perhaps about thirty years of age, the 
time when the priefts entered upon their office to 
do all the work of it; the Targum is, * fhall be 
killed young men:” it is more than once faid in 
the Talmud', that there was a family in Feru/alem, 
the men of which died at eighteen years of age ; 
they came and informed Fuchanan ben Zaccai of 
it; he faid to them, perhaps of the family of Ei 
are ye, as it is faid, 1 Sam. ii. 33. 

¥. 34. This fhall be a fign unto thee, &c.] A 
confirming one, that all which had been now {aid 
would be fulfilled: that fhall come upon thy two 
Sons, Hophni and Phinebas ; which Eli would live 
to fee fulfilled on them; and when it was, he 
might be affured the reft would be moft certainly 
accomplifhed, and it was this: i one day they hall 
die both of them; as they did in battle with the PAi- 
liftines, ch. iv. 11. 

¥. 35. And I will raife up a faithful prieft, &c.] 
Not Samuel, as fome, for he was not of the feed 
of Aaron, and of the prieftly race; nor had he a 
fure houfe, for his fons declined from the ways of 
truth and juftice ; but Zadok, as it is commonly 
interpreted, who was put into the office of the 
high-prieft by Solomon when he came to the throne, 
in the room of Abiathar, of the line of Eli; who 
was an upright man, and faithfully difcharged his 
office, and anfwered to his name, which fignifies 
righteous, fee Ezek. xliv. 15. that Jhall do accord- 
\ing to that which is in my heart, and in my mind ; 
according to the fecret will and pleafure of God, 
as revealed in his word ; do every thing relating 


| 


the cafe referred to: in all the wealth which God\to the office of an high-prieft, according to the 


foall give Ifrael ; which points exactly at the time 


& [5'N5 venientes, Montanus. 


Montanus, Tigurine verfion ; morientur virile xtate, Junius & 
hafhanah, fol. 18. 1. & Yebamot, fol. tos. 1. 


» 'T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 14. 1. 
g:ws, Symmachus; anguftiam tabernaculi, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 


laws of God refpecting it; fo the Targum, “ that 
fhall 
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k E|°YIN IND? morientur viri, 

Tremellius, Pifcator ; fo V. L, Bab. Roth- 
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fhall do according to my word, and according to|felves before him, ahd praying to him for 
ty will:” and Iwill build him a fure boufe , which | {malleft piece of money to calt into the trea 
fome underftand of a numerous family and pofte-|and for a morfel of bread, to be accepted as 
rity he fhould have to fucceed him, fo that there offering, inftead of a bullock, fheep, lamb 7 
fhould never be wanting one of his feed to fill up/even a bird, which they were notable to bring; but 
that high office or rather, it may defign the efta-|the meaning is, that fuch fhould be the low eftate 
blifhment of the high priefthood in his family,}of £/’s family, when another, even Zadok, was 
‘which was an everlafting one, as promifed to 


made high-prieft, that they fhould come and hum- - 
Phinebas his anceftor, and which continued unto|ble themielves before him, as the Targum exprefies — 
the times of the Meffiah, who put, an end to it,| 


it, befeeching him to give them a piece Of filver ; 
by fulfilling it ; unlefs it can be thought that this}even the fmalleft piece that is, as the word figni- 
may refer to the temple built by So/amon, which|fies, a gerab ot meab, about a penny or three half- 
was a firm houfe, in comparifon of the taberna-|pence of our money, the 20th part of a fhekel, 
cle, which was a moveable one; it was built for) #ze&. xlv. 12. and a piece of bread, not a whole 
Zadok and his pofterity, who was the firft that|loaf, but a flice of it, to fuch extremity would they 
Officiated in it as a legal prieft. There is one|be brought: and foall fay, put me, I pray thee, into 
“writer, who fays™, ‘this agrees with no man, only|ene of the prieft’s offices, that I may eat a picce of 
with our Lord Jefus, who is called our high-prieft, 

that offered up a facrifice to the Father for us — 


bread; or into one of the wards of the priefts ; 
their cuftodies or courfes, as the Targum; with 
therefore to Chrift properly this prophecy belongs ;|which thefewi/h commentators generally agree, and 
but, according to the hiftory, to Zadek :” and Chrift}of which there were 24; fee 1 Chrom xXxiv.4—19. 
is faid indeed to be a faithful, as well as a merci-|and there are fome traces of them in the New Tef- 
ful high-prieft, faithful to him that appointed{tament, fee Luke i. 5, 8, but thefe were regular - 
him, and faithful to thofe for whom he officiated; |priefts, who were in thofe courfes, and had a fufficient 
he always did the things which pleafed his Fa-}maintenance for them, and had not barely a piece 
ther, was obedient to his will and commands in{of bread to live on, or juft enough to keep them 
all refpeéts ; and a fure houfe is built by him, his}from ftarving, as the phrafe denotes; wherefore 
church, againft which the gates of hell can never|this muft be underftodd, as before hinted, of 
prevail: however, the next claufe is by others in-|priefts degraded from their office, on fome account 
terpreted of him, and he fhall walk before mine|or another, and reduced to poverty and want; and 
anointed for ever ; or before. my Meffiah, as the high-|therefore, that they might be kept from ftarving, 
priefts did ; they were types of Chrift, and repre-jwould folicit the high-prieft in thofe days, and 
fented him, and a¢ted under him, and in his ftead,| beg that he would put them in fome inferior poft 
and prefigured and pointed at what he was todo,funder the priefts, to do the meaneft offices for 
when he came in the flefh, and now does in the|them, flay the facrifices for them, wafh their pots, 
moft holy place in heaven. Though it is more}open and fhut up doors, and the like, that fo they 
commonly underftood of Zadok and his pofterity,{might have a living, though a poor one; and 
walking or miniftring, as the Zargum, before Solo-| this may reafonably be thought to be the cafe of 
mon the Lord’s anointed, and before the kings of] Z/’s pofterity, in procefs of time, after Abiathar 
the houfe of David, as they did until the Badylo-| was depofed from the high-prieft’s office, and was 
nifp captivity. ordered to go and live upon his fields and farm at 
¥. 36. And it came to pafs, that every one that\ Anathoth, 1 Kings ii. 26. with which compare Ezek. 
is left in thine houfe, &c.] That is not cut off by|xliv. 1o—14. This, as Ben Gerfom obferves, was 


death, the few remains of £//’s pofterity in fuc-ja fit punifhment, and a righteous retaliation on 
ceeding times, after the high priefthood was - re- 


El’s pofterity, that they fhould be brought t. 
moved out of his family into another; fo that}crouch to others, and be glad of a morfel of bread, — 
they were reduced at beft to common priefts, and] who had behaved fo imperioufly towards the Lord’s 
thefe, as it fhould feem, degraded from that office] people, and had taken away their flefh from them 
for their male adminiftration of it, or fcandalous|by force; and not content with their allowance, 
lives : Jhall come and crouch to him for a piece of\took the beft pieces of the facrifices, to make them- 
filver, and a morfel of bread, which Grotius inter-|felves fat with them. 

prets of their coming to God, and bowing them- 


CHAP. IIL . Ae 


'T FiIS chapter gives an account of the Lord’s{ y.1. And the child Samuel miniftred unto the Lord 
: calling to Samuel in the night-feafon, which|defore Ei, 8c.] Under his direétion and inftruc- 
he firft took for the voice of Ei, but being in-|tion ; the Targum is, in the life of Z/#, and in fuch 
ftructed by him, made anfwer to the voice, ¥.1—10.|parts of fervice relating to the tabernacle of th 
and of a meflage fent from him by Samuel to Eli,\Lord, ‘as he was capable of, fuch as ‘opening and: 
foretelling the deftruétion of his family, ¥.11—14.|fhutting the doors of it, lighting the lamps, fing- 
and of the delivery of it to him, which Samuel ling the praifes of God, fe. according to Fo Us*y 
was firft fearful of doing, but encouraged by Eli, and others, he was now about 12 years of age y 
he delivered it to him, to which he patiently fub-|and the word of the Lord was precious in thofe days 5 
mitted, ¥. 15-18. and the chapter is clofed with|that is, a word from the Lord in a dream or vi- 
the eftablifhment of Samuel as a prophet of the}fion, directing, informing, inftruéting or reprov=. 
Lord, who continued to appear and reveal himfelf|ing, this was very rarely had; of late there had — 


to him, ¥. 1g—a21. ; been but very few inftances; and which ts 
a d>;,a0e ae 
io), ae 
* Procopius Gazzus in loc. ® Antig. 1. 5. ¢. 10. §. Ay oe Re 
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for it, why not only the child Samuel knew not|Spirit; as a fpirit of prophecy, was depattihg front 
that it was the voice of the Lord that called to|him, becaufe of his connivance at the fins of his 
him, but Zizi himfelf thought nothing of it until/fons ; and fo the following prophecy came not to 
he had called a third time, {0 rare and fearce was|him, but to Samuel. ; 
any inftance of this kind ; for which reafon thefe}] .¥. 3. And ere the lamp of God went out in the 
words are premifed in the following narration : and |temple of the Lord, 8¢c.] The tabernacle fo called ; 
as every thing that is fcarce and rare, is generally |lamp is put for the lamps in the candleftick in the 
precious, fo the word of God in this way alfo was;|tabernacle, which were lighted every evening, and 
and fo it is as confidered in every view of it; as the/burnt till morning; by which time fome of them 
written word of God ; when there was but little of|at leaft ufually went out, only it is faid the weftern 
it penned, as at this time, and few or none to teach|lamp never went out. Now the reafon why this 
and inftru@ in it, Z% being old, and his fons fojis obferved, is to fhew that ic was in the night, be= ° 
vile; or when it is forbidden to be read, and the|fore morning, that the following tranfaction was : 
- copies of it deftroyed, and become fcarce, as in|fome by this lamp underftand the lamp of pro- 
the times of Dioclefian ; or when there are but very|phecy, that before that was quite extin& in E/i, 
few faithful, evangelical minifters of the word ;jonly began to depart, ds his eyes are faid to begin 
which, tho’ it is always precious to them that have|to wax dim, the {pirit of prophecy came to Samuel; 
precious faith in it, the promifes of it being exceeding |{o that, as the Pews exprels it, before one fun was 
great and precious, and the truths of it more pre-|fet, another arofe; thus before the fun of Mo/es 
cious than fine gold, and the grand fubjeét of it alfet, the fun of Fo/bua arofe; and before the fun 
precious Saviour, who is {fo in his perfon, offices, jof Ei fet, the fun of Samuel arofe : where the ark 
blood, righteoufnefs and facrifice ; yet is generally |of God was ;.that is, in the temple or tabernacle ; 
more precious when there is a fcarcity of it, when|not in.that part of it where the lamps were burn- 
God makes a man, a gofpel-minifter, more pre-jing in the candleftick, that was in the holy place ; 
cious than fine gold, even than the golden wedge|but the ark was in the holy of holies, where the 
of Ophir, fee I/. xiii. 12. where the word is ufed|Lord dwelt, and was the fymbol of his prefence ; 
in the fame fenfe as here: there was no open vifion ;\and which is obferved to point out the place from) 
or prophecy, as the Targum, no public, known|whence the voice came, after mentioned; and 
prophet raifed up, to whom the people could ap-|which the Targum expreffes here, ‘‘.and a voice 
ply for counfel, direction and inftruction in divine}was heard out of the temple of the Lord, where 
things ; in all che times of the Fudges we read only|the ark of the Lord was:” and Samuel was laid 
of Deborah the prophetefs, and one prophet more,|down to fleep; after Hi was in bed, and Samuel 
Fudg. iv. 14. and vi. 8. excepting the man of God|had done all his bufinefs, he laid himfelf down 
lately fent to E/i, ‘ch. ii..27. and this want of pro-|to fleep in his place; in the court of the Levites, 
phecy ferved to fet off with greater foil the glory|as the Targum, with which the Fewi2 commenta- 
of Samuel as a prophet of the Lord, when he wasjtors in general agree: it muft be fome where near 
an eftablifhed one ; there having been none of that|to £7, fo that he could quickly come at him, when 
charaéter in the memory of man, and therefore he|he needed his affiftance ; though, according to the 
he is fpoken of as at the head of the prophets,|Mi/nab’, the pricfts fhut the doors of the court 
Afis iii. 24. for though there might be fome pri=|within, and the Levites flept without. It is highly 
vate vifions to particular perfons, or God might|probable that Samuel’s apartment was near to Ei, 
appear in vifion to private perfons for their ownjor he could not have fo readily come to him, as 
fpecial ufe and inftruction ; yet there was no pub-|it is plain he did. This circumftance is alfo ob- 
lic vifion, or what was for public good and gene-|ferved, to fhew that it was in the night, and be- 
ral ufé: fome render it, #o broken-up vifion °; it\fore morning, that the following vifion was and, 
lay hid, concealed out of fight, as if it was im-|as Kimchi thinks, about cock-crowing 3; and it may 
rured and fhut up within walls, or like water pent|be from hence Stravo * had the notion, that Ado/es 
up, that can’c break through its fences, and fpreadjordered fuch to fleep (in the temple) for them- 
icfelf , or wot multiplied, as K. Lfaiab, not frequent|felves, and others, who were fit to receive good 
and repeated, the inftances of it few and rare; the|dreams, and who might expect from Goda good 
fenfe of this claufe is much the fame as the for-|gift, who lived foberly and righteoufly ; and be- 
mer.” \caufe the tabernacle was covered with fkins, hence 
y¥.2. And it came to pafs at that time, &c.]\might {pring the notion of others to fleep in tem- 
When the word of the Lord was fcarce and pre-|ples, for the above reafon, under the fkins of the 
cious, and there was no open vifion; or, as Be#|facrifices, fee the note on Amos ii. 8. tho’ they feem 
Gerfom, the fame day the man of God came to|rather to have flept upon them, for the above pur- 
Eli at night, the following affair happened: when |pofes, namely, to converfe with their deities, and 
Eli was laid down in bis place; on his bed to fleep, |get knowledge from them ‘. 
in one of the chambers or apartments of the ta-| y¥. 4. That the Lord called Samuel, &c.] Bya 
bernacle ; for as there were fuch in the temple for |voice which came forth from the moft holy place, 
the priefts, ‘fo.in that: and bis eyes began to wax\from between the cherubim, the feat of the divine 
dim, that be could not fee; to help himfelf to any|majefty : and he an/wered, bere am I; which was 
thing he might want when in bed ; which feems tojnot intended to declare the place where he was, but 
be the reafon Samuel lay near him, and why, when |to exprefs his readinefs and chearfulnefs to do any 
he heard his voice, he immediately ran to.him, |thing that was required of him. 
fuppofing he needed his affiftance. Some, as Kim-| y. 5. And he ran unto Eli, and faid, bere am J, 
¢hi, and others, underftand this not of the eyes |&c.) He got out-of his bed as faft as he could, 
of his body, but of his mind; and that the holy land put on his clothes, and ran with all hafte to the 
* apart- 
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himfelf, and therefore it muft be the voice of the 
Lord ouf of the molt holy place ; and he Bad fosae 
merly been acquainted with fuch voices, and ufed 


to them, and now called them to mind; and be- — 
fides, as 4ben Ezra obferves, he was the rather. — 
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apartment where Eli lay, fuppofing he wanted 
fome immediate affiftance, which he was there 
ready to give him tothe utmoft of his ability ; and 
he made the more hafte, as knowing his age and 
infirmities, and being defirous out of affection to 


him, to help him as foon as poffible: for thou 
calledft me; he took it to be the voice of E/4, part- 
ly becaufe there was no other man in the taberna- 
cle, it being in the middle of the night, or early 
in the morning, before the doors were opened, or 
any of the priefts were come in to minifter, and 
partly becaufe the voice might be very much like 
Eli’s, and which was done to direct him to him: 
and he faid, | called not, lie down again; he fignified 
he wanted nothing, and fo had no occalion to cal] 
him, nor had he, but bid him go to bed again, 
and fleep quietly: aid hé went and lay down, 
and very probably fell afleep again. 

¥.6. And the Lord called yet again, Samuel, &c.] 
Called him a fecond time by his name, with a like 
audible voice as before: and Samuel arofe and went 
to Eli; did not run as before, being perhaps more 
thoughtful of this affair, that .he fhould be called 
a fecond time, and careful not to awake Ei, fhould 
he be miftaken again, and find him afleep: and 
faid, here am I, for thou didft call me; perceiving 
that he was awake, he defired to know what he 
wanted, and he was ready to help him; for he was 
now certain of it that he did call him: and he an- 
fwered, I called not, my fon, lie down again; by 
this appellation, my fon, he expreffes his affection 
to him, and fignifies he took it kindly that he 
fhould fhew fuch readinefs to do any thing for him, 
and would not have him be difcouraged and abafh- 
ed, becaufe he was miftaken, but return to his bed 
and reft again. 


confirmed in this, that the Lord called Samuel, 
becaufe Samuel heard the voice, and not 2%, tho” 
Eli \ay nearer the moft holy place than Samuel did; 
which fhewed that this muft be the voice of pro- 
phecy the Lord makes whom he pleafes to hear; 
and that Z/7 might be fully perfuaded of this be-— 


fore the matter of the prophecy was delivered to ‘a 


him, Samuel was fo often directed to him, 
¥. 9. Therefore Eli faid unto Samuel, go lie 
down, 8&cc.] Once more; and it fhall be, if be 
cali thee ; the voice, or the Lord by it: shat thom’ 
foalt. fay, fpeak, Lord, for thy fervant beareths 
his meaning is, that he fhould not rife and come 
to him, as he had done, but continue on his bed, 
on hearing the voice again, but defire the Lord 
to fpeak to him what he had to fay, to which he 
was ready to attend: /o Samuel went and lay down 
in his place; which, as commonly underttood, was 
in the court of the Levites, fee the note on ¥; 3. 
y. 10. And the Lord came and fiood, &ec.) At 
the place where Samuel lay; either there was, as 
Kimchi, a form before his eyes in the vifion of 
prophecy, fome vilible corporeal fhape afiumed ; 
or a bright fplendor, an illuftrious appearance of 
the glory of God; or it may be rather the voice, 
which before feemed to be at fome diftance where- 
about Ef lay ; it now feemed nearer, and was as 
the voice of one juft by him, that founded in his 


ears: and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel 5 


repeating his name, in order the more to excite 
his attention: ¢hen Samuel anfwered, peak, for thy 


y. 7. Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord,|fervant beareth, he leaves out the word Lord, which 
&c.} He knew that Jehovah, the God of J/rael, was| £/i bid him ufe ; for he might be afraid as yet to 
the true God ; he had fpiritual knowledge of him,!make mention of the name of the Lord in the 


and knew fomewhat of his word and worthip, ways 
and ordinances, in which he had been inftructed by 
Eli; wherefore, though the Targum is, “* Samuel 
had not yet learned to know doctrine from the 
Lord ;” it can only be underftood, that he had not 
Jearnt it perfectly ; fomewhat he knew of it, but 
in an imperfect manner, being a child: but the 
fenfe of the word is, that as yet he was ignorant 
that God had ufed to fpeak with an ordinary and' 
familiar voice to men, as Maimonides fays; he 
perhaps had riever heard of any fuch thing, and 
much lefs was experimentally acquainted with it,! 
that God ever did fpeak after fuch a manner to! 
men, and could not diftinguifh between the voice of | 


God, and the voice of Ei: neither was the word of 
the Lord yet revealed unto him, what of the written 
word that was in being he had, and read, as the 
law of Mo/fes; but the meaning is, that no word 
of prophecy of the Lord was revealed unto him, 
as the Zargum; he never had prophefied as yet, 
and knew not the form and manner of prophecy, 
as the above writer obferves, or what methods God 
took to reveal himfelf, his mind and will to men, 
at leaft not this by an audible voice. 

¥. 8. And the Lord called Samuel again the third 
time, &cc.] In the fame manner he had done be- 
fore, exprefling his name no doubt: and ke aro/e, 
and went to Eli, and faid, bere am I, for thou didft 
call me, as if he fhould fay, it muft certainly be 
fo, | cannot be miftaken a third time: and Ek per- 
ceived that the Lord had called the child; he was 
fatisfied now that Samuel muft have heard a voice, 
and he knew there was no man in the tabernacle but 


* Moreh Nevochim, par. 2. ¢ 44. 


vifion of prophecy, as Kimchi fpeaks; or left it ~ 


fhould be the voice of another, as Farchi ; as yet 
he might not be quite certain whether it was the 
voice of the Lord, or the voice of a man; for 
that he fhould have any miftruft of its being the 
voice of a damon or fpectre, there is no reafon to 
believe. 

¥.11. And the Lord faid to Samuel, &c.] The 
voice of the Lord continued {peaking to him: de- 
hold, 1 will do a thing in Ifrael; which may be 
particularly interpreted of the taking of the ark, 
and the flaying of the two fons of £47; and which 
is elfewhere reprefented as the Lord’s doing, for the 
fins of £i’s family, P/. Ixxviii. 61, 62. at which © 
both the ears of every one that beareth it foall tingle; 
be {truck with horror and amazement, and quite 
ftunned, and know not what to think or fay, like 
perfons. furprized with a violent clap of thunder, 
which ftrikes their ears fo ftrongly, that the noife 


of it is not foon gone from them ; this was veri- ~ 


fied in £/, and in his daughter-in-law particularly, 
who, at the news of the above things, the one fell 
backwards and broke his neck, and the other fell 
into labour and died ; and all Jrael were ftruck 
with aftonifhment at thefe things. 
¥.12. In that day I will perform againft Ei all 
things which I have fpoken concerning his boufe, &e.| 


Or family, that is, by the man of God, ch. ii.27, _ 


as that he would cut off the ftrength of it, that 
there fhould not be an old man in it ; and fuch as 
remained fhould be reduced to the utmoft 
and meannefs ; this fhows, that that prophecy was — 
antecedent to this, contrary to the fenfe of fome ; 


poverty 
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when I begin, I will alfo make an end; not imme- 
diately, and at once, but by degrees ; he began in 
the death of Hophni and Phinebas, ‘and went on in 
the flaughter of Adimelech, and the 85 priefts at 
Nod, in the times of Sau/, and finifhed in the thruft- 
ing out of dbiathar from the priefthood, in the 
times of Solomon, whereby that family was brought 
to difgrace and poverty. 

¥.13. For I have told him, that I will judge bis 
houfe: for ever, 8cc.] That is, bring his judgments 
upon them, which fhould continue on them to 
their utter deftruction ; this, as to the fubftance, 
he faid before by the man of God: for the iniquity 
which he knoweth for the iniquity of his fons, 
which he was thoroughly informed of, and fully 
acquainted with by others ; and fomewhat of which 
he muft have been fenfible of, and feen with his 
own eyes, and therefore was inexcufable : decau/e 
his fons made themjelves vile ; mean and contempti- 
ble in the fight of men, abhorred and accurfed in 
the fight of God, by taking the flefh of the facri- 
fices of the people, which did not belong to them, 
who came to facrifice, and by debauching the wo- 
men that came to the door of the tabernacle for 
‘religious fervice. It is faid, this claufe was origi- 
nally written, decaufe his fons made light of me; or 
curfed the Lord, and is one of the eighteen places 
called the correction of the Scribes, who corrected 
it as we have it; and it may be obferved, the Sep- 
tuagint verfion is, decaufe bis fons /pake ill of God, 
or curfed him; however, this they did, they pre- 
ferred their lufts, and the indulging of them, to 
the honour and glory of God: this £4 knew, and 
he reftrained them not , from their evil practices ; 
he did not make ufe of his authority, neither as a 
father, and efpecially not as high-prieft, and the 
judge of J/rael, who ought not only to have fharply 
reproved them, which he did not, but to have cen- 
fured or punifhed them, and turned them out of 
their office: or did not frown upon them', as in the 
margin of our bibles ; he did not knit his brows, 
or wrinkle up his face, and by his countenance fhew 
his difpleafure at their proceedings, but in an eafy, 
fmooth, gentle manner expoftulated with them about 
them. 

y.14. And therefore I have fworn unto the houfe 
of Eli, &c.| Either had done this before, which 
was fignified to him by the man of God, or did 
fware now for the confirmation of his threatenings, 
and to affure the certain performance of them: 
that the iniquity of Elt’s boufe fhall not be purged 
with facrifice nor offering for ever; not even typi- 
cally, which was all that legal facrifice could do ; 
and not {fo that the priefthood fhould ever return to 
the family again, as the office of high priefthood 
never did; or, as Abarbinel interprets it, becaufe 
of facrifice and offering, that the iniquity £/’s fons 
were guilty of in taking the flefh of the facrifices 
and offerings, which did not belong to them, and 
before the Lord had his part, fhould never be ex- 
piated. 

¥.15. And Samuel lay until the morning, &c.] 
It is not faid he flept; it can hardly be thought he 
fhould, when it is confidered what a new, ftrange 
and uncommon thing had befallen him; what ho- 
nour had. been conferred on him a child, that the 
Lord fhould vouchfafe to fpeak and communicate 
his mind to him, and what dreadful things were 
faid of Eii’s family ; all which muft greatly affect 
‘his mind, and keep him waking: however, he lay 
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mufing thereon until morning, and theft atofe, and 
opened the doors of the boufe of the Lord; as he had 
ufed to do, and which was the bufinefs of the Le- 
vites ; though he had been fo highly honoured, he 
was not elated with it, nor thought himfelf above 
fo low and mean an employment in the houfe of 
God; nor did he run to £/ or others; boafting of 
what he had met with thatnight, but modeftly and 


carefully attended to what was his common and 
conftant employment, every morning ; aud Samuel 
feared to foew Eli the vifion, the vifion of pro- 
phecy, as the Targum, what God had foretold 


fhould befal him and his family, left he thould be 


grieved on more accounts than one ;. partly becaufe 
he, an old man, an high-prieft, and judge of J/rael; 


was overlooked and neglected, and the prophecy 


was delivered to a child, and not to him.; and 
partly becaufe of the fad things that fhould come 


upon his family. 

¥. 10. Then Eli called Samuel, &c.] Perceiving 
he was rifen by the opening of the doors of the 
tabernacle, which he might hears; and obferving 
he did not come to him as ufual, to know whether 
he wanted any thing, and being impatient to heat 
what was faid to him of the Lord: and be /aid, 
Samuel, my fon; called him by his name, and in 
a very tender and affectionate manner, the more to 
engage him to haften to him, and thereby alfo put- 
ting him in. mind of his filial duty to obey him : 
and be anfwered, bere am I; ready to attend and 
perform any fervice enjoined him. 

v.17. dud be faid, what is the thing that the 
Lord hath faid unto thee? 8c.) The word Lord is 
not in the text, but it is that it bath faid, the-voice 
that had fo often called him in the night, and which 
yet Zli knew was the voice of the Lord; and as 
it was, he was fenfible there, was fomething of im- 
portance faid, and he, had great reafon. to believe 
it refpected him and his family ; and the rather he 
might conclude this, by what the man of God had 
lately faid to him, whofe words perhaps he had 
too much flighted, queftioning his authority; and 
therefore the Lord took this way and method to 
affure him, that what was faid came from him; 
for hereby £4 was fully convinced, that this voice 
Samuel heard was of the Lord, and fo what was 
faid muft be from him, and this he was impatient 
to know: J pray thee, hide it not from me, and he 
not only befeeched and intreated him, but adjured 
him, as in the next claufe: God do fo to thee, and 
more alfo, if thou hide any thing from me, of all 
the things that he faid unto thee; it is the form of 
an oath or curfe, wifhing that God would do-fome 
great evil to. him, and more than he chofe to ex- 
prefs, if he concealed any thing from him. that had 
been told him. So Kimchi and Abarbinel take. it 
to be an oath 5 and Yofepbus * and Procopius Gazaeus 
on the place fay, that E/i obliged Samuel by oaths 
and curfes to declare what had. been faid to him. 

y. 18. And Samuel told him every whit, and hid 
nothing from him, &c.], And {o approved himfelt 
to be a faithful prophet of God, and. man of God, 
as he is afterwards called; the whole counfel of 
God is to be declared by his fervants the prophets, 
and the minifters of his word; nothing is to be 
concealed, which it is the will of God fhould be 
made known, whether it be pleafing or difpleafing 
toman: and be faid, itis the Lord ; that has faid it, 
and there is nothing to be faid againft it, and that 
will do it; and there is no refitting him: oi the 
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— Lord is be”; who has a fovereign right to all his 
Creatures, and may difpofe of them as he pleafes ; 
he is all. wife, and does all things well ; he is holy 


and tighteous in all his ways and works, and there| ipoken by weight and meafure, as the laft ex 
is no unrighteoufnefs in him ; he is faithful to hisjit, and’ which were delivered out according 


word, whether in a way of promife or threaten- 
ing ; and all he does to his people is in love, 
mercy and kindnefs: Jet him do what feemeth bim 
good, not what feems good to men, or is fo in 
their efteem, but what feems good to the Lord, 


ae . vo 


lL SMAMOE L. Chi tonal 


words which he fpake by the Holy Shon hada ys 
a fpirit of prophecy, and had their exa& acer 
plifhment ; but his common words, 


to the 
rules of juftice, probity and truth; and fo he failed 
not of performing that which he had faid, or of doing 
what was right, whereby J/rae? knew he was fit, 
prepared, and defigned to be a prophet of the Lord, 
as in the following verfe; but it feems rather to 


who knows what is beft for his people, and can do| have refpect to the things predicted by him under 


nothing but what is good ; all is good he does ;Ja fpirit of prophecy concerning 
there is nothing but goodnefs in him, and nothing| which foon began to be fulfilled. 


but goodnefs comes from him ; he does good, and 


Eli and his houfe, 
¥.20. And all Hrael, from Dan even unto Beer- 


nothing elfé, and even when he afflicts his people ;|/2eba, &c.]. That is, from the moft norchern bor- 
all he does is well done in creation, providence and|der of the land of J/rae!, on which Daz lay, to the 


grace: and E/i’s defire is, that he would fulfil the 
good pleafure of his will; he appears to be in an 
excellent temper, not furly and morofe, taking it 
ill that fuch a meffage fhould be fent him by a 
child; nor was he unaffected with the cafe of his 
family, but humbly fubmitted to the will of God, 
and acquiefces in it as good, and neither arraigns 
his juftice, nor murmurs at his providences. 


utmoft border of it fouchward, where Beerfoeba 
was, the fame of Samuel for his piety, prudence 
and prophecy was fpread abroad; fo that all knew 
that Samuel was eftablifbed to be a prophet of the 
Lord; or that he was faithful~ to God and man, 
to be credited in what he faid ; and fo a fit man to 
be a prophet of the Lord, being eminently quali- 
fied with gifts by him for that office, the Tar- 


¥. 19. And Samuel grew, &c.] Not only injgum is, ‘* that Samuel was faithful in the words of 


years and ftature, but in grace and goodnefs, in 
_wifdom, knowledge and underftanding, both with 
refpe&t to things natural and fpiritual, and in 
efteem, credit and reputation among men: and 
the Lord was with bim, he was not only in favour 
with men, but with God ; and had frefh and re- 
peated tokens of the grace and good-will of God 
towards him ; he indulged him with his prefence, 
and affifted him in his fervice, and profpered and 
fucceeded him in all things in which he was en- 
gaged. The Targum is, ** the Word of the Lord 
was his help;” the effential Word of God the 
Meffiah: and did let none of bis words fall to the 
ground*; in allufion either to water that falls to 
the ground, and becomes ufelefs, or to an arrow 
falling out of the bow, and to the ground, before 
it reaches the mark, and fo unfuccefsful’; or to 


the prophecy of the Lord,” in relating them, 

¥.21. And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh, 8ec.] 
In the tabernacle there; he had appeared before to 
Samuel, when he called him, and declared to him 
what he defigned and refolved to do to Hi and his. 
family, and now appeared again to him in the 
fame place before the battle of the [/raelizes witlt 
the Pbiliftines, of which there is an account in the 
following chapter. Such appearances had not been 
ufual in Shilob for a long time, but were now re- 
newed and repeated: for the Lord revealed bim/elf 
to Samuel by the Word of the Lord; by Chrift, the 
Word of the Lord, who appeared to him, it is 
probable, in an human form, as he was wont to 
do to the patriarchs and prophets, and by whom 
the Lord revealed his mind and will unto them, 
being the angel of his prefence, and the meflenger 


any weapon of war, {word or fpear falling out of} of his covenant; or by giving him a word of com- 


the hand of the foldier, whereby he is difarmed 
and rendered unferviceable: and thefe words, ac- 
cording to Kimchi, and in which he is followed by 
Abarbinel, are to be underftood, not only of the 


CHA 


i é HIS chapter is.a narrative of a war between 
Tfrael and the Philifiines, in the time of Sa- 
mue}, and of the confequences of it. In the firft 


mand to be delivered by him to the children of J . 
rael, and which .is exprefied and delivered in the 
next chapter. : 
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y¥. 1. And the word of Somuel came to all Ifrael, 
&c.] Or was known, as the Targum, the word of 
prophecy by him, which related to what befel £% 


battle, the Philiftines had the better of the J/- |and his family ; this was fpread throughout the land 
raelites, which caufed the latter to enquire into thejand every one almoft had knowledge of it, and 
reafon of it, and who propofed to fetch the ark of |which began to be fulfilled in the war between J/- ” 
the Lord, and did, to repair their lofs, and prepare |rae/‘and the Philiffines, after related; or the doc- 
for a fecond battle, in which they hoped to fuc-|trine, inftructions and exhortations of Samael to 
ceed, and which ftruck a panic into their enemies, |the people of J/rae/, were by the means of others 
¥. 1—7. who yet encouraged and ftirred up one |conveyed throughout the land ; and yet they went 
another to behave in a courageous manner, and|into meafures which proved fatal and ruinous to 
victory a fecond time was on their fide, a great|them ; or the word of Samuel, which was from the / 
number of the //raelites were flain, among whom{|Lord, came to J/rael, to ftir them up to go to 
were Hophni and Phinchas, the two fons of Eli,and|war with the Pdilitines, whereby the punifhment - 
the ark of God was taken, ¥. 8—1r1. the news of|threatened to E/#’s family would begin to have its 
which being brought to E/i, he fell back and died, |accomplifhment : ow Ifrael went out againft the 
y.12—18. and to his daughter-in-law, who upon | Philiftines to battle, according to the word of Samuel, 
it fell into labour, and died alfo; ¥. 19-22. Jor of the Lord by him; tho’ Bea Gerfom thinks, 
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they did this of themfelves, which was their fin, 
and did not afk counfel of the Lord, nor of Sa- 
suel his prophet ; but it feems as if the Pdiliftines 
were the aggreffors, and firft came forth to war 
againft them, and they went out to meet them *, 
as the word is, and defend themfelves, as it be- 
came them : this was forty years after the death of 
Samfon, and at the end of Ei’s government, who 
judged J/rael fo many years, when they had _re- 
cruited themfelves, and recovered their loffes they 
fuitained ‘by Sam/fon ; and when they perceived a 
new judge was raifed up among the J/raelites, who 
was likely to be of great fervice to them, and to 
prevent their authority over them, and therefore 
thought to begin with them betimes: and pitched 
befide Eben-ezer ,‘a place fo called by anticipation, 
and had its name from an after victory obtained, 
when Samuel fet up a flone between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called it by this name, ch. vii. 12. it 
fignifies a ftone of help: and the Philiftines pitch- 
ed in Aphek , a city in the tribe of Fudab bordering 
on the Pbiliftines, Foo. xv. 53. fee the note on 
Fo. xii. 18. 

_¥.2. And the Philijiines put themfelves in array 
egainft I/rael, &c.|Prepared for battle, and put them- 
felves in a pofture for it; formed themfelves in a line’ 
of battle, and fo invited and challenged the J/raelites 
to fight them: aud when they joined battle; en- 
gaged with each other, the J/raelites doing the 
fame, putting themfelves in a proper form, and 
pofture for fighting ; or the battle was {pread, or 
fpread itfelf”; that is, as the Yargum, they that 
made war were fpread ; the foldiers were placed in 
order for battle, to the right and left, which took 
up on both fides a large fpace; though Abarbi- 
wel underftands this in a very different fenfe, and 
takes the word to have the fame fignification as 
in Pf. Ixxviii. 60. where it has the fenfe of for- 
faking ; and fo here the J/raelites forfook the bat- 
tle, and fled, which brought on their deftruction, 
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miliation for their fins, and without praying to God 
for fuccefs, and that it was intended as a correétion 
of them for their offences againft God :' let us fetch 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of Shilob 
unto us ; in which the law was, fometimes called 
the covenant between God and them; and which 
was a fymbol of the divine prefence, for want of 
which they fuppofed they had not the prefence cf 
God with them, and fo had not fuccefs; and. the 
rather, they were encouraged to take this ftep and 
method, becaufe that formerly J/rae/'had fuccefs 
againft their enemies when the ark was with them, 
Numb, xxxi. 6. Fob. vi. 6. though no doubt in 
this there was an over-ruling providence of God, 
by which they were led to take fuch a ftep as this, 
in order to bring the two fons of £/ into the camp, 
that they might be flain in one day, according to 
the divine prediction: shat when it cometh among 
us, it may fave us out of the band of our enemies ; 
foolifhly placing their confidence in an external 
fymbol, and not in the Lord himfelf; afcribing 
falvation to that which only belongs to him, whe- 
ther of a temporal or fpiritual kind: and fuch 
folly and vanity are men guilty of, when they feek 
to, make ufe of, and truft in any thing fhort of 
Chrift for falvation ; as in carnal defcent ; in the 
rituals of the law ; in the ordinances of the gofpel ; 
in any religious exercifes, private or publick; or 
in any works of righteoufnefs done by them: in 
Chrift alone is falvation from fpiritual enemies ; 
and indeed from the Lord only is falvation and de- 
liverance from temporal enemies. 

¥. 4. So the people fent to Shilob, &c.] They 
liked the propofal of the elders, took their advice, 
and joined with them in a meffage to E/i the high- 
prieft at Shiloh: that they might bring from thence 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hofts, which 
dwelleth between the cherubim ; which over-fhadow- 
ed the mercy-feat that was upon the ark, and was 
the refidence of the divine majeity; wherefore, 


flight being, as the Fews fay *, the beginning of}having this with them, they concluded they fhould 


fall or ruin, as it follows: J/rael was {mitten be- 
fore the Philiftines ; they had the worft of it, and 
were beaten: and they flew of the army in the 
field about 4000 men, fo many fell upon the fpot, 
in the field. 

wv. 3. And when the people came into the camp, 
&c.] » At Lben-ezer, where they pitched their tents, 
and from whence they went out to battle, and 
whither they returned after their defeat: the elders 
of Ifrael faid, wherefore hath the Lord fmitten us 
to-day before the Philiftines? they were right in 
alcribing it to the Lord, who had fuffered them to 
be defeated by their enemies, but it is ftrange they 
fhould be fo infenfible of the caufe of it; there 
was a reafon ready at hand, their fins and iniqui- 
ties were the caufe of it, the corruption of man- 
ners among them, their neglect of bringing their 
offerings to the Lord, and the idolatry that many 
of them were guilty of, at leaft fecretly, ch. ii. 24. 
and vii. 3. to punifh them for which, they were 
brought into this war, and {mitten in it; and yet 
they wonder at it, that fo it fhould be, that they 
the people of God fhould be fmitten before hea- 
thens and uncircumcifed Philiftines ; and the ra- 
ther, fince they went to battle with them accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord by Samuel ; not con- 
fidering that they went into this war without hu- 
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have the prefence of God with them, and fo fuc- 
cefs, fee P/. Ixxx, 1. and xcix. 1. and the two fons 
of Eli, Hophni and Phinebas, were there with the 
ark of the covenant of God; thefe either with, or 
without the leave of £/i, took the ark out of the 
tabernacle and carried it on their fhoulders to the 
camp, or however attended it there, being borne 
by other priefts or Levites ; and by this means 
they were brought into the camp, and {o to battle, 
to meet their doom there; according to Bunting ¢, 
it was carried by them 42 miles. . 

y¥. 5. And when the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord came into the camp, &c.| Being brought thi- 
ther by the men that carried it: a@// I/rael fhouted 
with a great fhout, fo that the earth rang again, 
this they did as now fure of victory, becaule of 
the ark, and to give fpirit and courage to each 
other to go forth to battle, and to ftrike a panicinto 
their enemies. 

y. 6. And when the Philiftines beard the noife of 
the foout, &c.| For it being fo loud as to make the 
earth ring, it was heard in the camp of the Pdi- 
liftiues, which might not be at any great diftance 
from the camp of J/rael, how far from each other 
were Aphek and Eben-ezer, is not certain: they faid, 
what meaneth the noife of this great fhout in the 
camp of the Hebrews ? they could not bp nt aa 
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men to fight with, it became them to exert 
felves to the uttermoft; which did they, ther 
poffibility flill of gaining victery, and fo immo: 
nour to themfelves ; thefe words feem to be fpoken 
by the generals and officers of the army of the Phil 
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fhould be the reafon of it, feeing they had no oc 

cafion to fhoutfor joy, having been lately defeat- 
ed; and a fhout is made generally juft before a 
battle is begun, and the onfet made, or when vic- 
tory is obtained ; neither of which was the cafe of th 
now: and they underftood that the ark of the Lord|/tines to the common foldiers : shat ye be not fervants 
was come into the camp, this they underftood by |#o the Hebrews, as they have been to you; thatis, before ” 


fpies, which they fent to find out the meaning of }and in the times of Samyon ; 0S es 
the fhout 5 which is more probable than that they| hence, that at this time neither the Philiftines ruled 
came to the knowledge of it by deferters; feeing it{over the J/raclites, nor the //raelttes over them; but 
is not very likely that any J/raelites would delert]as there was danger of ‘their becoming fubjeét to 
’ tothe Philiftines. Tfrael, they had better die glorioufly in the field of 
~ y. 7. And the Philiftines were afraid, &c.]} battle, than to be in the baie itate of fervitude: 
When the fpies-returned, and reported to them | quit yourfelves like men, end fights this is repeated © 
the reafon of the fhouting : for ibey faid, God is|to animate them to battle, which they fuppofed was 
come into the camp; into the camp of J/racl, be-|not far off by the fhoutings of the J/raelites, and 
which they muft prepare for. ee 


caufe the ark reprefented him, and was the fym- re fc 
bol of his prefence; and thefe heathens might} ¥. 10. dnd the Philiftines fought, 8ec.] With’. 
take the ark itfelf for an idol of the J/raelites';|great ardor and {pirit, quitted themielves like men ° 
the Yargum is, ‘* the ark of Godis come :” and ot valour and courage, their caie being defperate 
they faid, wo unto us; itis all over with us, de- as they imagined, fince God was in ‘the cainp of ’ 
ftruétion and ruin will be our cafe, victory will go|L/7raél: and I/rael was fmitten, were routed and 
on their fide now their God is among them : for|beaten: and they fled every man into his tents fuch - 
there hath not been fuch a thing heretofore , if by |of them as efcaped the {word of the Poiliffines, fled 
this they meant that the ark had never been in the |to their own houtes in the feveral cities fromy whence 
camp of J/rae/ before, they were miftaken ; andit/they came; fo the Targum, ‘* every man to his 


isno great wonder they fhould, being not fo well} city ;” fo that their army was quite ais 
acquainted with the affairs of J/rae/, and their 


and there was a very great flaughter ; far greater 
cuftoms; or rather, it was not fo yefterday, or|chan in the firft battle: for there fellof Ifrael 30,000 
three days ago, when they were defeated ; there | footmen > their army chiefly, if not altogether con- 
was no fhouting then: or the ftate of the war is al-] fifting of footmen, there being few horfes in Irae? ; 
tered; before we fought withthe men of i/rae/,|and it any cavalry now, thefe may be fuppofed to 
but now we mutt fight with the God of J/rael| fice ; before they lott only 4000, now 30,000 ; fo 
alfo. ' that the ark was no fecurity to them, which was 
¥. 8. Wo unto us, who foall deliver us out of the | {uftered, to’ thew their vain truft and confidence in 
hand of thefe mighty Gods? &c.| Of whom they fit. wit te nicchie Sh: ai 
fpake in an ironical and fneering manner; or if} y. IT. Aud the ark of God was taken, 8c.) By 
ferioufly and through fear, they ufe their own|the Phiiiflines; which was fuffered partly as a pu- 
heathenifh Janguage, as if the Jraelites had many|nifhment to the J/raelifes, for fetching it from the 
_ gods, as they had, though mightier chan theirs ;} tabernacle without the will of God, and for their 
‘though the Syriac and Aradic verfions read in the} vain confidence ih it ; and partly that the Philif- 
fingular, out of the hand of God, or the moft} times might have an experiment of the power and 
ftrong God; and fo the Zargum, out of the hand} might of God, as Procopius Gazeus obierves, by 
of the Word of the Lord: thefe are the gods that|what they would fuffer through having it among: 
fmote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wil-|them ; fome have thought that this was an emblem _ 
dernefs ; the ten plagues were inflicted on the Hgyp-| of Chri? being delivered into the hands of the Gen- 
tians in the land of Egypt, and not in the wilder-|¢é/es, and of the goipel being tranflated from the 
nefs; wherefore the Philiffines may be fuppoled to} Fetws to them: and the two fous of El, Hophni and’ 
be miftaken in this circumftance ; which is not to| Phinzebas, were fain; which fulfilled the pre hecy 
be wondered at, fince many hiftorians who have of the man of God, that they fhould both die in one’ 
written of the affairs of the Fews have been mif-|day, ch. ii. 34. It is very probable they ftood fat 
taken in them, as ulin, Tacitus, and others ; by the ark, and chofe rather to die than to Bive it 
nay even Fofephus himielf in fome things : buatj up freely ; having received a charge from their fa- 
perhaps refpect is had to the drowning of Pharaoh | ther, that if the ark was taken, not to defire life, 
and his hoft in the red fea, which had the wilder- |por ever dare to come into his prefénce more, a3 
nefs of Etham on both fides of it; and this ftroke vslipbus 4 relates. It DERRY. 
was the finifhing one of the plagues on the Egyp-| ¥.12. And there ran a man 
tians. R. Fofeph Kimchi fappofes the word for 
wildernefs has the fignification ef fpeech, as in 
Cant. iv. 3. and that the fenfe of the Phiifines is, 
that God {mote the Egyptians with all the plagues 
he did by his word, ‘his orders, and commands ;|0n is what the Jews * fay, that this was Sc 
but now he was come in perfon, and would {mite 
them by himfelf ; this fenfe 4bardine] calls a beau- 
tiful one. in 
~ +. 9. Be firong, and quit yourfelves like men, Oye. 
Philifiines, 8cc.} Since, this was all they had to de- 
pend upon, their manly courage; if they did not 
exert that it was all over with them ; and feeing 
their cafe, was defperate, having. gods as. well ,as 


which, according to Bunting“, w 
Eben-exer, neat to Winitae : aa 
and that it was a long way, is pretty pla 
roa made, that this mefftnget came 
ay the battle ‘was fought; though’ 


diftance as fome Fewi/h writers fay, fiitts 60, ey 
120 miles*; whic is not at all probable ; 
182095 Ps! | ef ht Te Gs v1 
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Ais clothes: rent, and earth upon bis head, which upon hearing this bad news, there was a general 
were both tokens of diftrefs and mourning, and |fhriek and cry throughout the whole city. 


fhewed that he was a meffenger of bad tidings 


. from the army ; fee the note on Fo/p. vii. 6. 


y¥. 13. And when he came, &c.| To Shilob ; he 
either pafled by Eli, who being blind could not fee 
him, ¥.15. or he came in at another gate of the 
city on the. other fide of it, as Abardinel thinks ; 
though the former feems more likely by what fol- 
lows, he not choofing to deliver the bad news to 


Eli firft, whom he knew it would very much 


grieve, and therefore flipped by him into the city : 


lo, Eli fat upon a@ feat by the way-fide watching ; by 


the band of the way, as the marginal reading, and 
which we follow ; it feems tobe a place where two 


ways or more met, and where was a way-poft 
erected, with an hand direéting what places they 
led to. ‘ The text is, Ae, or i fmote, as if his heart 
{mote him for letting the ark go ; fo Kimchi‘; here 
Eli had a feat placed, which, as the Targum fays, 
was at the afcent of the way to the gate ; and fo 
the “Septuagint has it, at the gate; and Fo/epbus * 
fays it was at one of the gates; either ef his own 
houfe, or of the tabernacle, or rather of the city ; 
here he was watching for news, to hear what he 
could, and as foon as he could, how it fared with 
the army, with his fons, and efpecially with the 
ark : for bis heart trembled for the ark of God, not 
fo much for his fons, whofe death he might expect 
from the divine predi&tion, but for the ark about 
which he was doubtful ; fearing left it fhould fall 
“gnto the hands of the uncircumcifed Pbilijflines, 
who would triumph upon it, and which would 
~ make fad-the heart of every true J/raelite, and re- 
fle&t much difhonour- on the God of J/rael and 
very probably he might tremble the more when he 
refeéted on his own fin and folly in fuffering his 
fons to take it with them. / here may repre- 
fent a good man in pain for the church of God, 


V.14. And when Eli beard the noife of the crying, 
&c.] The fhrieks of the men and women, which 
were very clamorous and terrible. E/ had his 
hearing, though not his fight ; he could not fee the 
diftrefs in their countenances, but he heard the la- 
mentations they made: and faid, what meaneth the 
noife of this tumult ? it feems the people ran about, 
wringing their hands, and making doleful fhrieks ; 
the noife of which £4 heard, and the meaning of 
which he enquired after, or what fhould be the 
caufe of it:.and the man came in hajtily, and told 
Eli ; or made hafte, and came to him, and related 
all that is after exprefled; for £/i was not in any 
houfe, but on a feat by the way-fide, and there- 
fore could not be faid to come into him ; buthe 
came to him, where he was, being brought by fome 
of the citizens Z/i had enquired of what fhould be 
the meaning of this noife; and therefore without 
delay the man was haftened to give the whole ac- 
count unto him, as it was highly proper he fhould, 
being the fupreme magiftrate. 

¥. 15. Now Eli was 98 years old, &c.) Which 
is very properly obferved, he being now come to 
the end of his days, and which alfo accounts for 
his blindnefs after mentioned: and bis eyes were 
dim, that he‘ could not fee: could not fee the mef- 
fenger, and read in his countenance, and perceive 
by his clothes rent, and earth on his head, that he 
was a bringer of bad tidings ;. or his eyes each of 
them ftood"; were fixed and immoveable, as the 
eyes of blind men be. Inch. iii. 2. itis faid, bis 
eyes began.to wax dim, but here that they were be- 
come dim, and there might be fome years between 
that time and this, for Semue/ then was very young, 
but now more grown up; though Procopius Ga- 
zeus thinks that E/i was then 98 years of age, and 
that the affair there related was juft before his 


and the intereft of religion in declining times, both/death ; but it rather appears to be fome time be-+ 
with refpect to minifters of the word, and members| fore. 


of churches: as when gofpel-minifters are re- 


y¥. 16. And the man faid unio Eli, Tam he that 


moved by death, few raifed -up. in theit flead, and) came out of the army, &c.] It is very probable, that 
thofe that do appear in the miniftry, either unrege-|the people Z/ enquired of, told him there was a 
nerate, as it may be feared ; or have not gifts and|meffenger come from the army, though they did 
abilities qualifying them for it; or are of immoraljnot chufe to relate to him the news he brought : 


lives. and converfations, or propagate falfe doc- 
trines, errors, and. herefies ; and alfo when among 
profefiors of religion, and members of churches, 


and I fled to day out of the army; fo that as he was 
an eye-witnefs of what was done in the army ; the 
account he brought was the earlieft that could be 


there is a great decay of powerful godlinefs ; andjhad, in bringing which he had made great difpatch,- 


they-are got into a drowfy fleepy frame of {pirit, 


having ran perhaps all the way: and be faid, what 


are become lukewarm and indifferent to fpiritual|zs there done, my fon ? hasa battle been fought? on 
exercifes, want zeal for the gofpel and caufe ofjwhich fide is the victory ? is J/rael beaten, or have 


Chrift ; are carelefs about the honour and intereft o 
religion, unftable and inconftant in doctrine and 
worfhip, and in their affe¢tions to one another, and 
the minifters of the word. and their converfation 


they conquered ? how do things go ? he ufes the 
kind and tender appellation, my fo#, to engage 
hin to tell him all freely and openly. 

¥. 17. And the meffenger anfwered and faid, &c,] 


not as becomes their profeffion : aad wien the man| He delivered his account gradually, beginning with 


came into the city, and told it; how thatthe army of 


generals, and then proceeding to particulars, and 


Ifraek was. beaten, what a number of men was} with what he thought Eli could better bear the news 
killed, among whom were the two fons of the high-|of, and fo prepared him for the worft ; in which 
prieft, and the ark .was taken : all the city cried| he acted’ a wife part : I/rael is fled before the Pbili- 
ott, that is, all the inhabitants of the city, having] /imes, they have given way and retreated, and 
moft.of them perhaps. relations.and friends in the} which might poffibly be done without great lofs, 
army, for whom they were concerned, fearing} and which though it was bad news, might not be 
their lives were loft ; but efpecially the lofs of the}fo very bad’: and there hath alfo been a great flaugb- 
atk was infupportable by them, it being of fo much| ser among the people , this is worfe news {till ; how- 


advantage to that city particularly, both with re- 


ever the number of the flain is not given, nor any 


fpeét to things temporal and fpiritual, wherefore] mention of particular perfons that were killed ; fo 


f Vid. David de Pomis, Lexic. fol. 47. 1. 
‘Tigurine verfion. ! 


that 
6 Ut fupra. » PUP. fletit, Montanus ; fabant, 
2 ; 
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that for any thing yet faid, his own fons might be 
fafe,; but then it follows, and: thy two fons alfo 
Hophni and Phinebas are dead, the news of which 
muft be very affecting to him, and ftrike him 


clofely ; though he. might expeét and be prepared 
for it by what both the man of God, and Samue 


from the Lord had related to him :. aud the ark of|on their knees, and bear their young,» rarely n 


God is taken ; the thing he feared, and his heart 
trembled before for it; this was the clofing and 
cutting part of the account ; the meflenger forelaw 
that this would the moft affect him, and therefore 
referred it to the laft. 

¥. 18. Andit came to pafs, when be made mention 
of the ark of God, &c.] Of the taking of that, it 
{truck him to the heart, and killed him; the reft 
he bore tolerably well, the flight of [/rael before 
the Philiftines, the great flaughter made of them, 


; ‘ ee 
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notice is taken by her of the death of her brother- 
in-law : foe bowed berfelf, and travailed ; put her- — 
felf in a pofture for travailing ; perceiving fhe 
was coming to it, fhe fell upon her knees, as th 
word ufed fignifies ; and we are told", that the 
Ethiopian women, when they bring forth, fall up- 


king ufe of a midwife, and fo it feems it was the 
way of the Hebrew women: for her pains came 
upon ber ; fooner it is very probable than otherwi 
they would, which is fometimes the cafe, when 
frights feize a perfon in fuch circumftances : or» 
were furned upon her°; they ceafed, fo that fhe 
could not make the neceffary evacuations after the 
birth, which iffued in her death ; fome render it, 
her doors were turned? , or changed; the doors of 
her womb, as in Fob iii. 10, though thefe had been 


the death of his two fons ; but the taking of the} opened for the bringing forth of her child, yet were 


ark was fo dreadful to him, that he could not fup- 
port under it: shat be fell from off the feat back- 


reverfed, changed, and altered, fo as to prevent 
the after birth coming away, which caufed her 


ward, by the fide of the gate, which confirms the} death, as follows. 


fenfe of y. 13. though whether it was the gate of 
his own houle, or of the tabernacle, or of the city, 
is not certain ; the latter is moft probable; it feems 
the feat on which he fat had no back to it, and 


¥. 20. And, chout the time of her death, &c.] 
Which quickly came on after fhe was brought to 
bed : the women that flood by her ; who was called 
to her labour, and affilted at it: /eid unto ber, 


might be placed only for-prefent convenience : and\ fear not, for thou bhaft born a fon ; perceiving that 


his neck brake; the back part of it, the vertebre 
of it, which has its name in Hebrew from the fe- 
veral joints in it: and be died ; not through the 
breaking of his neck, for it is very probable he 
died directly upon hearing the ark was taken, and 
which was the reafon of his falling backward, and 
that brake his neck : for be was an old man, and 
heavy; full of fleth, a very fat man, and fo fell 
heavy, which occafioned the breaking of his neck : 
and he had judged Ifrael 40 years ; had governed 
them in the capacity both of an high-prieft and 
judge, fo that he muft enter on his government 
when 58 years of age; the Septuagint verfion has 
it very wrongly 20 years. According to the 
Feiws', he died on the roth of Jjyar, anfwering to 
part of Aprif and May, and his two fons and the 
ark taken ; for which a faft was kept on it. 

v.19. And his daughter-in-law Phinebas’s wife 
was with child, near to be delivered, &c.| Was near 
her time, as it is commonly exprefled. Ben Ger- 
fom derives the word from aroot, which fignifies to 
compleat and finifh* ; denoting that her time to 


fhe was very low-fpirited, endeavoured to chear 
and comfort her, by obferving to her that the 
worft was over ; and befides, fhe had brought forth 
a man-child, which was ufually matter of joy toa 
family, and. particularly to the woman that. bears 
it, which caufes her to forget the forrows and 
pains fhe has gone through in bearing it, Fobm xvi. 
21.. but fhe anfwered not, neither did fhe regard it ; 
faid not one word in anfwer to them, nor was the 
leaft affected with joy and pleafure at what they re- 
lated to her; being not only a dying woman, on 
the borders of another world, and fo had’no relith 
for temporal enjoyments, but alfo over-preffed 
with grief with what had happened, not only to 
her family, but more efpecially to'the ark of 
God. 

yy. 21. And foe named the child Ichabod, &c.] 
Which fome render, where is the glory ? as in th 
margin of our bibles ; but it fignifies xo glory, as. 
Jarchi and Kimchi interpret it; her hufband being 
dead, fhe. gives her child its name ; the reafon for 
which name. follows : faying, the glory is departed 


bring forth was compleated and filled up; though] from Jjrael, the God of glory, or the glorious 
Fofepbhus ' jays that it was a feven months birth, fo] Lord, was departed from J/rael; the ark, the fym- 
that fhe came two months before her time; the} bol of his prefence, being taken from them, and 
margin of our bibles is, Zo ery out ™ ; and fo Mo-| carried captive by the enemy; fee Pf. Ixxvili. 61. 
fes Kimchi, as his brother relates, derives the word] Lecaufe the ark of God was taken, and becaufe of ber 
from aroot which fignifies to howl and lament, and| father-in-law, and ber bufband, who were dead ; 
fo is expreffive of a woman’s crying out when herjthefe are the words, either of the writer of this 
pains come upon her: and when fhe beard the tidings | book, or, as Abarbinel thinks, of the women that’ 
that the ark of God was taken, which is mentioned | affifted at her labour ; who interpreted the name 


firft, as being the moft diftreffing to her: and 
that her father-in-law, and her huftand were dead ; 
her father-in-law E/i is put firft, being the high- 
prieft of God, and fo his death gave her the great- 
eft concern, as the death of an high-prieft was al- 
ways matter of grief to the J/raelites ; and next 
the death of her hufband, who fhould have fuc- 
ceeded him in the priefthood ; for though he was a 
bad man, yet not fo bad as Hopbni, as Ben Gerfom 


of the child, and fuggefted what were her inten- 

tions in giving this name, which fhe had only ex- 

prefied in general terms ; the particulars of which 
they thought fit to give, agreeable to her meaning, - 
as they fuppofed ; which were the taking of the - 
ark, and the death of her father-in-law, and of 

her hufband ; but according to the fame writer 
fhe before her death correéted the fenfe they p 
on her intention in thus naming the child; fhe 
that it was not on the account of the death 


obferves; and therefore the priefthood was conti- ath of her” 
nued in his line unto the reign of Solomon; and no| father and hufband, that fhe fuppofed the glory to 
. | Seek 
? Schulchan Arach, par. 1. €. 589.,§. 2. k by abfolvere, confummare, perficere, Buxtorf. 1Ut ° 
fupra, §. 4. m 55 ad ululandum, Montanus ; fo fome in Munfter; ad ejulandum, as fomein Vatablus. 
* Ludolph. Hift. Athiop. t. 1. c. 14. ° 455713 verfe erant, Pagninus, Montanus. | | 
? Quoniam inverfi funt fuper eam cardines ejus, Munfter ; fo Jarchi ; vid. T, Bab, Becorot, fol, 45. 1. 3 
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be departed, and thereforé named her child Jcha-jand works ; and Chri, the Lord of life and 
bod; but folely and alone becaufe the ark was ta-| glory, is no more held forth unto them in the glo- 
ken, as in the next verte. Res ries of his perfon, offices, and grace; and the glo- 
. ¥. 22. Aad fhe faid, &e.|). Repeating what the/ rious gofpel of Cbrif is no more preached unto 
had faid ‘before for the confirmation of it, or as, them, {fo full of glorious doétrines and promifes ; 
correcting what the womenvhad faid ; and fo may | and the glorious ordinances of it no more admini- 
be rendered, dut fhe faid; giving her own, apni rtored : and when this is the cafe, the glory is de- 
only reafon for the name of the child: the glory is| parted from a people ; and which is owing to theif 
departed from Sfrael, for the ark of God is taken ; fo formality, lukewarmnefs, unfruitfulnefs, negli- 
when the word, worlhip, and ordinances of Godj gent attendance on the worfhip of God, contempt 
are removed from a people, the glory is gone from|of the word and ordinances, and an unbecoming 
them ; the God of glory is no more feen among} walk and converfation. 

them, who is fo glorious in his nature, perfections, , 
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pe chapter relates how that the ark being| morrow, &c.] Either the people, the inhabitants 
brought by the Pbilifines to Afhdod, andjof the place, who came early to pay their devo- 
placed in the temple of their idol, that fell down|tions to their idol, before they went on their bufi- 
before it, ¥.1—5. thatthe hand of the Lord wasjnefs; or the priefts of the idol, who came to fa- 
upon the men_of Ajbded, and fmote them with|crifice in the morning : and behold Dagon was fal- 
emerods, ¥. 6, 7. and being carried to Gath, the|/en upon his face to the earth before the ark of the 
men of Gath were fmitten likewife with the fame,|Zord; as if he was fubje€t to it, and giving ado- 
¥. 8, 9, and after that the men of Ekron, whither|ration to it, and owningit was abovehim, and had 
it alfo was carried, ¥. 10, 11, 12. fuperior power over him: and they took Dagon, and 
. Jet himin bis place again ; having no notion that it 
¥.1. And the Philiftines Fook the ark of God, &c.]| was owing to the ark of God, or to the God of J/- 
Which fell into their hands, J/rae/ being beaten,|rae/, that he was fallen, but that it was a matter 
and caufed to flee, and the priefts that had the|of chance. 
care of the ark flain ; and when pofléffed of it,| ¥. 4. And when they arofe early on the morrow 
they did not deftroy it, nor take out of it what was|moruing, &c.] For the fame purpofe as before ; 
init, only took it uo: and brought it from Eben-\unlefs they had any curiofity to indulge, to fee 
exer unto Afodod; Eben-exer was the place where|whether the ark and Dagon agreed better together, 
the camp of J/rael was pitched, ch. iv. 1. andjif they had any fufpicion that the former mif- 
near to which the battle was fought. A/bdod was|chance was to be attributed to fome variance and 
one of the five principalities of the Pdi/i/tines, the|difagreement between them: Sebold Dagon was fal- 
fame with Azotus, Ads viii. 40. The diftance|/en upon his face to the graund before the ark of the 
between thefe two places, according to Bunting’ ,|Lord; again, and in a. worfe condition than be-.. 
was 160 miles; though one would think the dif-|fore: and the head of Dagon, and both the palms of 
tance from each other was not fo great: why it| bis bands were cut off upon the threfbold , of the tem- 
was carried to Afbdod, is not plain ; perhaps it|ple, upon which he fell with fuch force, that the 
might be the neareft place of note in:their country;|threfhold cut-off his head, and both his hands ; 
and certain it is that it wasone oftheir moft fa-|which fignified he had neither wifdom to contrive 
mous cities, if not the moft famous ; fee the note}for his-own fafety, nor ftrength and power to de- 
on Jj. xx. 1. and had a famous idol-temple injfend bimfelf ; and therefore of what advantage 
it. could he be to his votaries? This may be an 
¥. 2. When the Philiftines took the ark of God,jemblem- of the fall of idolatry in the Gentile 
&c.}] And had brought it to Afbdod : they broughtiworld, before the preaching of Cbrif and his go- 
it into the houfe of Dagon , a temple dedicated to|fpel in it ; or of the idol of man’s righteoufnels, 
that idol, and in which his image ftood ; of which|which is fet up, though it cannot ftand, againft the 
fee the note on ‘fudge. xvi. 23. and fet it by Dagon ;\tighteoufnefs of Corif#; and of man’s renouncing 
by the fide of him, either in honour to the ark, as that when convinced of the weaknefs and infufi- 
Abarbinel; defigning to give it homage and ado-jciency of it, and fubmitting to the righteoufnefs of 
ration, as to their own deity; for though the Ges-|Chrif: only the ftump of Dagon was left to him ; 
tiles did not chufe to change their gods; yet they|his body, as the Targum, his head and hands being 
would add the gods of other nations to them, and |cut off; or, as it is in the Hebrew text, only Dagoxz 
fuch the Philiffines might take the ark to be: or|was left ; that is, the fifhy part of this idol; for 
elf, .as Procopius Gazeus, they brought it into|Dag fignifies a fifh ; and, as Kimchi relates, this 
their idol’s temple, as atrophy of victory, and as|idol from the navel upwards, had the form of a 
a fpoil taken es their enemies, and which they}man, and from thence downwards the form of a 
dedicated to their idol. Laniada* obferves, that|fihh ; and it was the lower part that was left; fee 
the word here ufed fignifies fervitude, as in Gen.|the note on Fudg. xvi. 23. 
xxxili. 15, and that the ark was fet hereto minifter} ¥. 5. Therefore neither the priefts of Dagon, nor 
to, or ferve their god Dagon. Vhe temple of Da-|any that come into Dagon’s houfe, &c.) Neither the 
Zon at Afpdod or Azotus, was, in being in the times of priefts that continually attended the worfhip and 
the Maccabees, and was burnt by Jonathan, 1 Maccad.\fervice of Dagon, nor the people that came there to 


x. §3, 84.: pay their devotions to him: tread on the threfhold 
¥. 3. And when they of Afbdod arofe early on the\of Dagon in Afbdod unto this day , but uled to leap 
1 ; over 

‘ riawele of the Patriarchs, &c. p, 123. * Cli Yaker, fok. 162. 4, 
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over ity ebet reckoning it facred becaufe touched ftill remembered what the Pliliftines faffered for a 
by their ‘idol, which fell upon it ; or rather, as it,crime of thelike mature, | ave 
fhould feem, in a way of deteftation, becaufeithad| y. 8. They fent therefore and gathered all the lords 
been the means of cutting off the head and hands of jof the Philiftines unto them, 8c.) The other four 
their idol ; and this cultom not only continued to|lords, for there were five with this; fee 7a/2. xiii. 
the latter days of Samuel, the writer of this book 313. and faid, what shall we do with the ark of the 
but even among the P4ili/tines in one place or an-|God of Urael? they no doubt told them what they 
other to the timesof Zephaniah, who feems to allude }and their idol had fuffered on account of it, and 
to it, ch.-i.9. In after times there. was another |the refolution they were come to that it fhould be 
deity worfhipped at A/sdod 5 according to Mafius‘,|no longer with them ; and therefore defire to know 
the Philspine Venus, or Afarte, was worthipped in] what muft be done with it, whether they thould 
this place; though perhaps fhe may be no orher}return it to the people of J/rael, or difpofe of it 
than Atergatis, or Adergatis, which with Selden ‘is|fomewhere elfe : it is probable fome might befor 
only a corruption of Addir-dag, the magnificent|the former, but the greater part were not, and 
fith, in which form Dagon is fuppofed tobe; fo the} were for keeping it in their poffeffion fomewhere or 
Phanician goddefs Derceto worfhipp:d at A/calon janother : and they anfwered, let the ark of the Goa 
had the face of a woman, and the other part was {of I/rael be carried about unto Gath, which was 
all fith ; though Ben Gerfom {ays Dagon was in the |another of the five principalities of the Phé/ijlines, 
formof a man, and which is confirmed by the]and not far from Afbdod ; according to Ferom * , 
Complutenfian edition of the Septuagint, which on y. jit is included in. the remnant of dfbded, Fer. xxv. 
4. reads, the foles of his feet were cut off, which isa}20. and according to Bunting” but four miles 
much better reading than the common one, the foles|from it. The Septuagint and Vulgate Latin ver- 
of bis hands, which is not fenfe; by which it ap-|fions make this to be the anfwer of the men of 
pears, that he had head, hands, and feet ; where- Gath, the one reading it, ‘* and they of Gath 
fore it feems moft likely that he had his name from |faid, let the ark of God come to us;” and the 
Dagon, fignifying corn; fee the note on Fudg.|other, ** they of Gath anfwered, let the ark of 
XV1, 23. the God of J/rael be carried about ;” for they fuf- 
y.6. But the band of the Lord was heavy on them|pected, as Procopius Gazeus obferves, that the de- 
of Afbdod, 8c.) Not only on their idol, but on |{truétion did not come from God, but was a difeafe 
themfelves; it had cruthed him to pieces, and now it farifing from fome peftilential caufe. They per- 
fell heavy on them to their deftruction : and be de-|haps imagined it was in the air in and about 4/p- 
froyed them; either by the difeafe after mentioned |dod, or that tho’ the fituation of the ark was not 
they were {mitten with, or rather with fome other, liked, in another place it might be otherwife, and 
fiace that feems not to be mortal, though painful ;| more agreeable : and they carried theark of the God 
it may be with the peftilence: and finote them with |of Ifrael about thither ; they feem not to carry it 
emerods ; more properly hemorrhoids, which, as |directly to the place, but carried itin a round-about 
Kimchi fays, was the name of a difeafe, but he fays | way, as if they had a mind to give it an airing, be- 
not what; Be Gerfom calls ita very painful dif- }fore they fixed it any where. ; 
eafe, from whence comes a great quantity of blood.| y. 9. Audit was fo that after they bad carried it 
Fofepbus * takes it to’ be the dyfentery or bloody |abour, &cc.] And at laft placed it in the city of 
flux; it feems to be what we commonlycallthe|Gath: the band of the Lord was againft the city 
piles, and has its name in Hebrew from the height of |with @ very great deftrudtion , greater than that at 
them, rifing up fometimes into high large tu-|dbded, more perfons were deftroyed ; the’ dif- 
mours : even Afbdod and the, coafts thereof ; not \temperfent among them was more epidemical and 
only the inhabitants of the city were afflicted with |mortal : and he fincte the men of the city, both fmall 
this difeafe, butthofe of the villages round about. and great; high and low, perfons of every clafs, 
y.7. And when the men of Afbdod faw that it\rank, and ftation, young and old, men, women, 
qwas fo, &c.] That many of their inhabitants were and children: and they bad emerods in their fecret 
taken away by death, and others afflicted witha |parts ; and fo had the men of Abdod ; and the de- 
painful difeafe ; all which they imputed to the |fign of this expreffion is, not to point at the place 
ark being among them : they aid, the ark of the \where they were, which it is well known they are 
God of Ijrael fhall not abide with us ; like the Ger- always in thofe parts, but the different nature of 
gajfenes, who befought Chrij? to depart their coafts, |them ; the emerods or piles of the men of Afbdod 
having more regard for their fwine than for him :|were more outward, thefe more inward, and fo 


for bis hand is fore upon us, and upon Dagon our|\more painful, and not fo eafy to come at, and 
God ; not the hand of the ark, unlefs they took it 


more difficult of cure; for the words may be ren- 
for a god, but the hand of the God of J/rael ; in|dered, and the emerods were hidden unto them* - 
this they were right, and feem to have underftood | were inward, and out of fight; and perhaps this 
the cafe better than the other lords they after con- |difeafe as inflicted on them might be more grievous 
fulted ; his hand was upon Dagon,.as appeared by |than it commonly is now. Fofephus * wrongly 
his fall before the ark, and upon them by fmiting |makes thefe to be the Afcalonites, when they were 
them with the Aemorrboids, the memory of which |the men of Gard. Ki agi a 
abode with the Pdilitines tor ages afterwards; for| y. 10. Therefore they fent the ark of God to Ekron. 
weare told" 4 that the Scythians, having plunder- |&c.] Another of the five principalities of the 
ed the temple of Venus at Ajcalon, one of their | Philiflines, about 10 miles from Gath, where Baal- 
five principalities, the goddefs inflicted upon them | zedub, or the God Of the Ay, was worthipped : and 
the female difeafe, or the hemorrhoids; which |it came to pafs, that as the ark of God pena 
fhews that it was thought to be a difeafe inficted by ; 


Lads Ekron, and had been there fome little time: that 
way of punifhment for facrilege, and that it was '¢he Zkromites cried out ; when they perceived the— 
. Obie 


*°Comment. in Jof. xv. 47. 
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hand of God was upon them, as upon the other 
cities; thefe were the chief magiftrates of the 
city with the lord of them, as appears by what 
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heavy there; it feems by the expreffion to have 


been heavier on the inhabitants of this city, thar 
upon thofe of A/bdod and Gath, which made them 


follows : faying, they have brought about the ark of\the more preffing to get rid of the ark. 


the God of If/rael to us ; from one city to another, 
and at length tous: 40 flay us and our people ; not 
that this was their intention, but fo it was even- 
tually. 


y. 11. So they fent and gathered together all the 


¥. 12. And the men that died not were fmitten 
with the emerods, &c.] As the inhabitants of Ap- 
dod and Gath had been ; this fhews that thofe that 
died did not die of that difeafe, but of fome other ; 
very likely the peftilence : and the cry of the city 


lords of the Philiftines, 8cc.| Asthe men of Afkdod| went up to heaven ; not that it was heard and re- 
had done before on the fame account, ¥. 8. anzd| garded there, but the phrafe is ufed to denote the 


faid, fend away the ark of the God of I/rael; as thefe 
lords were united in their government, and made 
one common caufe of it againft J/rael, one could 


greatnefs of it, how exceeding loud and clamo- 
rous it was ; partly on the account of the death of 
fo many of the inhabitants, their relations and 


not difpofe of this capture without the confent of |friends ; and partly becaufe of the intolerable pain 


the reft; otherwife the lord of Ekron, with his 
princes, were clearly in it that it was right and beft 
to fend it away out of any of their principalities : 


they endured through the emerods. There is 
fomething .of this hiftory preferved in a ftory 
wrongly told by Herodotus , who relates that the 


and let it go again to its own place; to the land of| Scythians returning from Egypt pafled through 4/- 


Trael and Shiloh, there, though to that it never 
returned more : that it flay us not and our people , 
that is, all of them, for great numbers had been 


calon, a city of Syria, (one of the five principa- 
lities of the Pdiliftines) and that fome of them rob- 
bedthe temple of Venus there ; for which the goddefs 


flain already, as follows: for there was a deadly\fent on them and their pofterity the difeafe of eme- 
defiruétion throughout ail the city; a mortal difeafe}rods, and that the Scythians themfelves acknow- 
went through the whole city, and fwept away a|ledged that they were troubled with it on that ac- 
multitude of people : the band of God was very|count. 


CHAP. VI. 


ro 


N this chapter we are told, the Pdiliftines ad- 
vifed with their priefts what to do with the ark, 
and wherewith to fend it home, y¥. 1, 2. whofe ad- 
vice was to fend with it a trefpafs-offering, golden 
images of emerods and mice, and to put it ona 
new cart, and the images ina coffer on the fide of 
the ark, and. draw it with two milch-kine, y. 
3-—8. and gave them a token whereby they might 


was with the Pdiliftines 4 months only, contrary to 
the text. 
¥. 2: And the Philiftines called for the priefts and 


for the diviners, &c.} The one were {killed in the 


rites and ceremonies of religion, not only of their 
own, but ,of other nations, particularly of J/rael ; 
and that they were not ftrangers to the hiftory and 
affairs of that people is plain from y. 6. and the 


know whether they had been fmitten by the God of|other were fkilled in judicial aftrology, and know- 
Tfrael or not, ¥. 9. which advice they took, and|ledge of future events, at leaft as they pretended 
acted in all things according toit;*and the lords of |to ; and therefore were both thought fit perfons to 
the Philiftines accompanied the ark to the border of |advife with on the occafion of the ark, and the 


Beth-/bemefh, y. 10, 11, 12. where they of Beth- 
foemefa received it with joy, and offered the kine 
for a burnt-offering to the Lord, and the Levites 
took care of the ark and prefents in it, and the 
lords of the Philfines returned home, y. 13—18. 
but they of Beth/heme/p looking into the ark were 
{mitten of God, upon which they fent to the men 
of Kirjath-jearim to fetch it from them, ¥. 19, 
20, 21.- ) 


y. 1. And the ark of the Lord was in the country 
of the Philiftines 7 months ;| Or in the field‘ of the 
Philiftines 5 hence Procopius Gazeus obferves, that 


circumftances they were in through that : /aying, 
what fhall we do to the ark of the Lord? fhall we 
fend it back to its own land, or not ? the Ekron- 
ites had moved it might be fent back, and the five 
lords fent for the priefts and diviners to have their 
advice upon it, whether it was right or no, and 
what they fhould do to it, or with it; for if it 
was advifeable to fend it back, then another quef- 
tion follows : tell us wherewith we fhall fend it to 
his place ; whether on men’s fhoulders, or on horfes 
or affes, or on a carriage ; and whether juft as 
it wastaken, or with fome prefents with it. 

¥. 3. And they faid, if ye fend away the ark of 


none of the cities daring to receive the ark, they |the God of Ijrael, fend it not empty, &c.] As they 
jeft it without under the open air, fo thinking they |perceived they had either refolved upon, or at leaft 
fhould be delivered from their calamity. But the|were inclined todo; and which they alfo thought 
word is often ufed for country, and is generally fo|advifeable, and therefore would have them by no 
underftood here ; the Targum is, ** in the cities of|means fend it away as it was, but with fome pre- 


the Philiftines ;” inone or other of them, firft for 
a while in Afbdod, and then for fome time in Gath, 
and Jaft in Ekrow, and in all 7 months from the 
time of its being taken; and it being in wheat- 
harveft when it was returned, ¥.13. thefe feven 


fents along with it ; for the meaning of this word 
empty, is not that they fhould take care that all that 
were in it when taken fhould go with it, and no- 
thing be taken out of it, or it be ftripped of its 
contents ; but that fome gifts and offerings fhould 


months will carry us back to the beginning of|be fent along with it: perhaps they might have 


winter, or towards the end of autumn, when the 
battles between. J/rael and the Philiftines were 


fought, and the ark was taken. o/épbus * fays it| ciple received among heathens, that deities were to 


® Clio, five, Li. c. 105. 
. 1+ §. 4. 
: 
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fome notion of, or refpect unto alaw in J/rael, Exod. 
xxiii. 15. or might fay this from a common prin- 


be 


* Antiqu. 1. 6. 
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be appealed by gifts’e-: But in any wife return him\which were images of a difeafe, or noxious crea 
a tre/pafs offerimg; here again they feem. to have|ture a country was infected with, made under fome 
fome notion of the forts and kinds of facrifice}celeftial influence to remove it; and Tavernier * ne 
among” the J/raelites; and: advife to a trefpafs-of-| lates, asi Bp. Patrick obferves, that-it is a practice 
fering, to. make fatisfaction and atonement for the |with. the: Jndians, to. this day, that when any pil- 
offence they had committed in taking away the|grim goes to a Paged for thecure of any dileafe, he 


ark ; and that they fhould make reftoration not|brings the figure of the member affected, made 
only by returning the ark, but by fending an ex-|either of gold, filver, or copper, according to:his 
" piatory offering. along with it : then ye soall be\quality, which he offers tovhis god. There is a 
healed ; of the difeafe with. which they were fmit-|tradition among the heathens, which feems to be 
ten; for it {eems it ftill continued onthem, at leaft|berrowed from this hiftory, and ferves' to efta 


<s 
- 


on many : 4nd it foall be known to you why bis hand\the: credit ~of it 3» the Athenians not "cong 
~ is not removed from you ; which was becaufethe ark | Bacchus and his rites. with due honour, he- 
was detained by them ; but when that fhould be angry with them, and {mote them with a difeafe in 
fent home, and they be healed upon. it, then it/their private parts, which was incurable; on which 
would be a_plain cafe that.the reafon why the dif: |they confulted the oracle, whichadvifed them» in 
eafe was inflicted. and continued was becaule of |order to:be rid) of the difeafe to receive the god 
thatds bs with all honour and refpect 5. which order the Asbe- 
¥. 4e Then faid they, what thall be the tre/pafs- atans obeyed, and made images of the -feveral parts, 
offering which we foall return to him? 8c.) .They privately: and publickly, and with thefé honoured 


paida-great deference to their priefts and diviners, 
and were. willing to be directed in all things: by 
them; being ignorant of what was moft proper in 


the god in memory of the difeafe™; both the dif- 
eafe and cure are here plainly pointed: at: and 
images:of your mice that mar the land ;. that devour- 


this cafe, and might be acceptable to the God ofjed the fruits of ,it, as thefe creatures.in many in- 
Tfrael ; they anfwered, five golden emerods, and frve\{tances have been known to do; © and particularly 


golden mice; images of thele made-of gold, as ap- 
pears from the next verfe; thereafon of the former 
is eafy, from the above account of the difeafe they 
were afflicted with ; but of the latter no hint is 
given before: indeed in the Vulgate Latin and Sep- 
tuagint verfions of ch. v. 6, is inferted a claute, 
that ‘© mice fprung up inthe midft of their coun- 
try ;”, which is not in the Hebrew text, nor in the 
Chaldee paraphrafe 5 yet appears to be a fac from 


in. Palefline, the.country of the Pdilifines, where 
in fome places their fields were fometimes almoft 
deferted becaufe of the abundance of them; and 
were it not for a fort of birds that devoured them, 
the inhabitants could not fow their feed’: the 
Beotians facrificed to Apollo Pornopion, (which fig- 
nifies a moufe) to fave their country frony them * ; 
4rifiotle' reports of field-mice, that they fome- 
times increafe to’ fuch incredible numbers, that 


the following verfé, that at the fame time their|{carce any of the corn of the field is left bythems 
and fo foon confumed, that fome hufbandmen, . 


bodies were fmitten with emerods, their fields were 
over-run with mice, which deftroyed the increafe 
of them ; wherefore five golden mice were alfoor- 


having appointed their labourerers to. cut down 


their corn on.one day, coming to it the next day, — 


dered asa part of the trefpafs-offering, and five of in order to cut. it down, have found it all con- 
each were pitched upon: according to the number fumed ; Pliny ™ fpeaks of  field-mice deftroying 
of the lords of the Pbiliftines, who were five, andjthe harveft; A/ianus” relates fuch an incurfion ~ 
fo the principalities under them ; fee od. xiii. 3.)of field-mice into fome parts of Jtaly, as obliged 
for ‘one plague was on you all, and on your lords ;\theinhabitants to leave the country,.and which de+ 
the lords and common people were equally fmitten|ftroyed the corn-fields and plants, as if they had 
with the emerods, and the feveral principalities|been confumed by heat or cold, or any unfeafon- - 
were alike diftreffed and deftroyed with the mice ;|able weather ; and not only feeds were gnawn, but | 
and .thetefore the trefpafs-offering, which was a|roots.cut up; fo the Adderites® were obliged to 
vicarious one for them, was to beaccording to the/ quit their country becaufe of mice and frogs: and 
number of their princes and their principalities ;|ye /hall give glory to the God of Ijrael; by fending 
five emerods for the five princes and their people|thefe images as monuments of their fhameful and 
fmitten with emerods, end five mice om account of|painful difeafe, and of the ruin -of their fields ; 
the five cities and fields adjacent being marred by |owning that it was the hand of the Lord that fmote 
mice. ) their bodies with emerods, and filled their fields 
¥. 5. Wherefore ye fhall make images of your eme-|with mice which devoured them ; feeking and afk- 
rods, &c.) Which fome take to be images of the}ing pardon of him by the trefpafs-offering th 
five cities ; others of a man at large with the dif-|fent him: peradvemture be will lighten bis band 
eafe in his back parts ; others of that partof the|/rom you; abate the violence of the difeafe, and at 
body of a man only, in a circular form, in which|length entirely remove it : and from off your gods 5 
the difeafe was, and expreffing that; but the text|not Dagon only, but: others feem to have fuffered, 
is plain for the difeafe only, as high large tamours:} wherever the ark: came ;.for the Pbili/tines. had 


though Marmonides ‘ {ays of thefe images, thatjother deities ; befides Dagon at Afbdod, there were 

the word is attributed to them, not becaufe of their] Bae/-zebub at Ekron, and Marnas at Gaza, and “a 
external form, but becaufe of their fpiritual vir-| Derceto at Afcalon , and perhaps another at Gath, j 
tue and influence ; whereby the damage or difeafe/though unknown ; and befides the gods fuffered, yi : 


of the emerods in the hinder-parts were removed :|or however their prieftyy by the number of 
he feems to take them to bea fort of TZ; ali/mans, \that died, and by-the fruits of the | earth being des 
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ftroyed ; which muft in courfe leffen their revenues :jitfelf tothe land of [rael.. Fofepbus.* fays it was 
and from off your land; the fruits of which werej{et in a place where three ways met, that it thight 


deftroyed by mice. eta 
y. 6. Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as 


take which it might; and the taking of the right 
way muft be a ftrong evidence of its being under 


the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts 2 the direction of God. 


&c } And would not let J/rael go, when their dil- 


¥. 9. Aud fee if it goeth up by the way of its own 


miffion was demanded by Mo/es and Aaron in the coaft to Beth-foemefh, &c.] “The neareft city to the 
name of the Lord ; but was refufed from time to land of the Philiftines, which lay on their ‘borders, 
time, being given up to judicial blindnefs and and the borders of the tribe of Fudab, Fold. xv» 


hardnefs of heart : and it feems by this, that tho’ 


10. fee the note there. Now the lords of the Pdi- 


it was propofed by fome to fend back the ark, and “i/fines are directed by their priefts to obferve, whe- 
which the priefts and diviners approved of ; yet)ther theie kine that drew the cart on which the ark 
there were fome that were againft it, who notwith-jwas, took the direét road to the borders of the 
ftanding the plagues inflicted on them, like Pha-\land of J/rael, and to Beth-/hemefh the neareft city 
raob and the Egyptians hardened their hearts ;,that lay on that coaft: if fo, they might conclude 
which ftory thefe spriefts were acquainted with, by|then, be hath done us this great evil; that is, the 
the tradition of their anceftors, this being a fact]God of Jrael, whofe ark this was; he had inflicted 
then generally known in the world; or by the)the difeale of the emerods on them, and fent fuch 


relation of the J/raelites, over whom they had ru- 
led many years, and were converfant with them 
when he had wrought wonderfully among them ; that 
is, the God of J/rae/, though they mention not 
his name, who had wrought wonders in the land 
ef Egypt; the ten plagues he inflicted on them are 
referred to: did they notlet the people go, and they 
departed ? who were convinced by thele plagues 
that they ought to let J/rae/ go, and by them were 
prevailed upon to difmifs them, and the people 
did go out of their land; and therefore fhould not 
we let the ark go likewife, on whom plagues have 
been inflicted for detaining it? and may we not 
expect more and greater, fhould we refule to dil- 
mifs it ? 

¥. 7. Now therefore make a new cart, &c.] For 
there were no Levites, nor priefts of the Lord to 
carry it upon their fhoulders, as it was wont to be 
when carried, and therefore they ordered a.cart to 
be made; and they might know the Levites were 
allowed waggons to carry fome of their facred 
things on, Numb. vii. and a new one for the ho- 
nour of the ark, as David afterwards did, 2 Sam. 
v. 3. and take two milch kine, on which there hath 
come no yoke; which alfo might be defigned for the 
honour of the ark ; byt there was a farther view 
in it, at leaft in the providence of God ; fince two 
fuch creatures, who had young, would be apr, 
if left to themfelves, as thefe were, to return 
home to them, and not to proceed on a journey ; 
and being unaccuftomed to.a yoke, would draw 
one one way, and another another, in different 
ways ; and not go on in a direét-road, as fuch that 
are ufed to the yoke do: and tie the kine to the cart ; 
inorderto drawit: and bring their calves home from 
ibem; that they might not cry after them, which 
would caufe them to turn back. 

y. 8. And take the ark of the Lord, and lay it up- 
on the cart, &c.| Which was difpenfed with in 
thefe uncircumcifed Pbilifines, there being no 
other to do this fervice: and put the jewels of gold; 
or rather, veffels of gold’; the five golden eme 
rods, and the five golden mice: which ye return 
‘him for a trefpafs-offering, ina coffer by the fide there- 
of; ina bafket, as the Syriac verfion ; ina {crip, 
as the Arabic ; in a purfe, or bag, as Fo/ephus ° , 
which latter is probable enough: and fend it away, 
that it may go; that is, fet it a~-going, without any 


driver or guide; but leave it to take its courfe of! /ords of the Philiftines went after them unto the border 
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numbers of mice into their fields, that had deftroy- 


:}ed the increafe of them: dat if not, then we fhall 


know that it is not his hand that hath fmote us , but 
that there is fome other caule of it: it was a chance 
that bappened to us, and fo.might have been the 


cafe, if the ark had never been taken or detained, 


and to beimputed to fate, or to the ftars, or fome 
fecret caufes they knew not of. 

¥.10. And the men did fo, &c.] Madea new 
cart, not the lords of the Pdili/tines, but workmen 
by their orders : and took two milch kine, and tied 
them to the cart; with the gear that horles, affes, 
or oxen, were ufually faftened to a carriage they 
drew : and fout up their calves at home ; or, in the 
houfe+ ; the cow-houte or ftable where they ufed to 
be put; this they did to reftrain them from fol- 
lowing the cows, which would difturb them in 
drawing the cart. - 

y.11. And they laid the ark of the Lord upon the 
cart, &c.] Perhaps the fame men that made the 
cart ; however they were the Phili/tines, yet were 
not punithed for touching it, as Uzzah was, though 
an Iraelite, 2 Sam. v. 6, 7. and the coffer with the 
mice of gold, andthe images of their emerods ; which 
coffer was placed in a purfe or bag hung at the fide 
of the ark, with the golden mice and emerods in 
3 f 

y. 12. And the kine took the firait way to the way 
of Beth-foemeo, &c.} Though they had none to 
drive, lead, or guide them, yet they fteered their 
courfe to the road that led to Betbh-/hemeb, though 
there were other ways they might have taken ; 
which fhews they were under the direction of God 
himfelf : aud went along the highway ; or, in one 
highway, or poft'; though they had never been 
ufed to a yoke, they drew together in one path ; 
and did not draw one one way, and another ano- 
ther, as oxen unaccuftomed toa yoke do: lowing 
as they went; on account of their calves, which 
fhewed their fenfe of them, and their natural af- 
fection for them; and yet went on, did not at- 
tempt to go back to them ; by which it was plain 
they were under a fupernatural influence: and 
turned not afide to the right or to the left ; when 
other ways prefented, on the right hand or on the 
left ; they kept going ftraight on in the road that led 
to the place they were deftined for ; all which can” 
be reckoned nothing lefs than a miracle : and the 
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~ May ; fo that there were many people in the fields, 


-thankfgiving for the return of theark, was to be|the PAé/iftines that belonged to the five lo em 


« 
4 
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of Beth-fbemefb , not before them to guide them, or|wood of it in- order ie Ron y the 
on the th on, ark-'to take cars of it, but be-|two cows, and laid theit ‘piec onthe: ood, afi 
hind ; and not at all out of refpeét and reverence fet fire to, it, and burnt them with it, pref 
to it, but to fee what would be the iffue of things, of joy and thank fulnels thatthe ark 
whether it would turn out an impofture or not ;|This was done, not by the lo ds of the Pd lift: 
and that they might be able to make a true judg Jas fome of the ‘antient Jews thought, as 
ment of what had befallen them, as their pricits|relates, ‘in which they are followed by fon 
and diviners had direéted them to; they followed] ¢ian interpreters ; but by the men of Beth 
it until it was out of their territories, and in the}as Kimcbi, by pape here; for thoug! 
hands of the S/raelites. This place Beth /heme/h is} was not the proper anc l 


‘ufual place’ for facti 
thought, by fome, as R. J/aiah obferves, to be the|nor were cows offered in facrifice ; yet this being 
fame with Timnath-beres, where Yofoua was buried,|an extraordinary cafe, and thank-offerin s wel 
in Fudg. ii. 9. which fignifies the figure of the)neceflary as’ foon as the ark was returned, the 
fun, as this does the houfe of the fun; and where} things were difpenfed with; and the rather, f , 
perhaps, when inhabited by the Canaanites, was a| Shilob ‘where the tabernacle was, was deftroyed; 
temple of the fun; and it was, according to Bun-jand befides, the ark of the Lord was rere beeen 
ting*, 12 miles from Cs from’ whence yi which fanctified the baurlaue it Gaps eh . 
ark came ; and fo far it was followed by the PAi-|and made it fit for fuch fervice ; an thele 
liftines. This was a city given to the Levites, and|cows, they had been employed in facred’ fervice, — 
{o a proper place for the ark to come to be takenjand the Lord had a right unto them, and claim» 
care of; hence mention is made of Zevites that{upon theny; and it feemed not fitting that they 
took it down from the cart, ¥. 15 fee Yoo. xxi. fhould be after employed to any other 3 
16. and the note there. vice than his own ; nor were the men 6 
¥..13. And they of Peth-foemefh were reaping fbemefo blamed or punifhed for this, thoug 
their wheat-barveft in the valley, &cc.| Which be-|afterwards were for Jooking into the atk. 7” 
gan at Pentecoff, in the month Sivan, about our]. ¥. 15. 4nd the Levites took down the ark oj the 
Lord, &c.| Or, had took it down * , for this tho” 
who were eye-witneflés of this wonderful event :|here related, was done as foon as the gue came into 
dnd they lifted up their eyes, and faw the ark, and the field, or quickly after, and before the burnt=" 
rejoiced to fee it ; for though the ark while in the ‘offering could be made, which was burnt with the” 
tabernacle was only feen_ by the high-prieft, when!wood of the cart; ’ and though the perf s that. — 
he went into the holy of holies; yet this having'took it down are called Levites, they were’ prie ae 
been brought out from thence, and exppfed in the;who were of the tribe of Levi ; for it was the wo 
camp of Jrael ; fome of this place very probably jof the priefts to take it down, though the Levies — 
were there at that time, and had feen it, and knew then. might carry it; and it is remarkable, that — 
it again by its form and fplendor ; and which gave! Beth-fhemefh was given to the Kobatbite Levites®"” 
oe great ees to behold, which had been aha, bufinefs it was to carry the ark on’ thei Baht 
en, and had been fo long in the hand of the fhoulders; fee Fo/b. xxi. 10. Numb. iv. 15% Wah 
enemy, and the people of ~Tfrael deprived of it ; tbe coffer that was with it, wherein she seats -: 
which was the fymbol of the divine prefence among‘gold were ; the purfe or bag in which were the 
them, and now reftored to them again ; and in this,five golden mice, and the five’ golden emerods : 
wonderful, way, without feeking for it, without! and put them on the great ftone’, both the ark and 
going to war on account of it, without paying ajthe coffer, by which the cart ftood, and on wh c 
ranfom for it; and was brought to them in a cart,the facrifice of burnt-offering was probably offered: 
drawn by cattle without a driver, the lords of the and the men of Beth /bemelh offered burnt-offerin it 
Philifines with a teak Shae yo eae ag Ts his'and facrificed Jacrifices the fame day anto HeLa 
is to be underftood not of their looking into it, as'befides the burnt-offering of the.two miléh-kine, 
they afterwards did, and were punifhed, ‘as Kimchi, they offered others to teftify their thankfulnefs foe 
but of their looking ox it. the return of the ark 5 and alfo peace-offerings on 
4 z . 5 a9 4 ats hae into the re f “Fadl aheety they feafted with one another, to exprefs | 
eth-fhemite, 8&cc.] In that part of the valley their greater joy. ttm 
where they were reaping wheat which belonged ‘al 16. And abe the five lords of the Philiftines” dt 
him, of whom we no where elfe read ; whether a 4ad /een it, &c.] Obferved all that was done, how . 
prieft or aes which is notimprobable, fince this | the kine performed their journey, drew the'cart 
was a city of the Levites, or a common Jraelite,;which the ark was, {trait to Beth-fhemefh, ftoppe 
is not certain: and ftood there where there was aa field near it, where it was eetved erhatl 
great fone , afterwards called the great ftone of|people, and facrifices offered on’ account © 
Abel, ¥.18. By the providence of God it was| they returned to Ekron the fame day ; as they h 
fo ordered, that the kine made’a ftop juft at this|very well, fince it was but 12 miles fre n Bethe” 
place ; and proceeded no farther, as if fenfible they! /beme/b. Ee 
were come to their journey’s end, and had brought} ¥ 17. dnd thefe are the golden emerods, %w ick ny 
the ark into the hands of its friends, and to a pro-| the Philiftines returned for a trejpafs-offerin: unto the 
per place for them to exprefs their thankfulnefs for| Lord, &c ] Along with the ark : Re ADAIR ae 
it; for-this ftone feemed defigned to be, as it was,|for Gaza one, for Ajkelon one, for Gath one, for 
the altar on which the burnt-offering by way of|Ekron one; which were the fi principa 5d ae 


a 


offered ; the Fews fay “this ftone was the -altar|mentioned ; and each of ‘thefe were at the ex 
built by Abrabam : and they clave the wood of the\ot a golden emerod, and fent it along with't 
cart, and offered the kine a burnt-offering unto the\to make atonement for the offence ey b re 


Lord ; the cart they cut in pieces, and laid the [guilty of in taking and detaining it. pee ie 
io eee 2: tie’, ry @ 
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Jive lords, &c.) Thatis, as many golden mice as 
‘lords, which are the fame before.mentioned : both 


_unwalled towns ;. it feems by this, as it was but 
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¥. 18. And the golden mice according to the aum-|nefs, and place : even Le finote® of the people 6,060 
ber of ail the cities of the Philiftines, belonging to the\and 70 men ; but as Beth-/hemefh. was but a fmall 
place, a village, as\ Fo/ephus * calls it, and it ems 

not likely that there fhould be fach anumber of 

perfons in it, and efpecially that fhould look into 

the ark; or that God, who is good and merciful, 

fhould deftroy fo large a number for this’ offence, 

however he might think fit to make an exaniple of 

fome, it is thought that the cafe was riot as our 

verfion reprefents jt. Some who think there were 

fo many flain, yet ‘diftinguifh them, 70 of the él2 

ders of the people, and 50,000 of the congrega- 

jtion, or common people, as the Targum; which 

accounts not for the difficulty at all ; others think 


there were cities under the jurifdiction of: the five 
of fenced cities, and of country villages 5 walled and 


reafonable it thould be, that the feveral villages ad- 
jacent and belonging to the five principal cities, 
contributed their part. towards the expence of. the 
five golden emerods, and five golden mice, fince 
they were affiicted both in their perfons, and efpe- 
cially in their fields, as well as thofe in the cities ; 
though A7mchi and others think, thatthe country 
villages fent each of them a golden emerod,-and a 
golden moufe, fearing the prefents .of the five ci- 
ties would not ferve for them ; and therefore tho’ 
the priefts and diviners only ordered five of each 
according to the number of the principal. cities, 
yet they of themfelves fent. more: all the country 


that only 70 of the men of Beth-/beme/h died, and 
that 50,000 were fuch as flocked out of the coun- 
try on this occafion ; but as this was on the famé 
day the ark came into thofe parts, it can hardly be 
thought that fo great a number fhould be got toge- 
ther jo foon ; and {till lefs that they fhould all of 
villages that reached even unto the great fone of\them open the ark, and look into it. Adbarbinel 
“bel; the Targum is, “ unto the, great ftone;”Jis of opinion, that only) 70 men of Beth-fhemefh 
and fo the Septuagint verfion, reading Eden inftead| were flain, and that the other 50,000 were the Phi- 
of Ebal; or Lamed is put for Nun, as Nun for|/ifinesthat died on account of the ark while it wag 
Lamea, Neb xiii. 7,8. The Vulgate Latin verfion among them; and reads the words, with the. men 
is unto great Abel, taking it for acity, as does! of Beth-beme/h he fnote—even be Jmote of the people 
Procopius Gazeus, who calls it the great city Abel, 70; that-is, of the men of Beth/bemefh; 50,000, 
through which they carried the ark of the Lord ;|thatis of the Pbiliffines, and fo this gives the fum 
fo Ferom , who takes it to be the fame with Bezh-| of all that died on account of the ark, both whilft 
Soemefe, called Abel becaufe of the mourning in it}it was in the hands of the Philiftines, and when re- 
for the men of Beth-/oemeh after flain ; or to dif-|turned to’ Beth/emefb, which is not an improbable 
tinguifh it from another Aée/ is called great, 2 Sam.\fenfe: but others, and perhaps more truly, think 
xx. 15. but it feems plainly to be the fame with|that only 70 perfons were fmitten: with death; for 
the great {tone, y. 14, 15. there called Eben Gedo-| the order in which this account is given is different 
lab, here Abel Gedelab, by the change of a Jetter,|from-all others in the Hebrew text, the leflér num- 
having its latter name by anticipation from the! ber being put firft with a confiderable diftinguifhing 
great mourning hereafter made, next mentioned :|accent upon it, whereas ‘the greater number is al- 
whercon they fet down the ark of the Lord ; when it| ways exprefied firft ; it ftands thus; of the people 70 
was taken out of the cart, as alfo the coffer ‘in! men ; 50,000 men: 5000 according to the Syrzac 
which were the prefents, ¥. 15. which ftone re-|and <drabic verfions. Fofephus is exprefs for it 
maineth uxte this dey in the field of Fofoua the Beth-\that only 70 men were flain, and fo fome of the an- 
Joemite; the fupplement, which frone remaineth,\rient Jews* ; who fay that thefe 70 were equal to 
feems. neceffary left it fhould be thought the ark]50,00c, becaufe of their fuperior excellency and. 
remained there unto the time of the writing this|dionity, as Ben Gerfom obferves, being the priefts 
book, which wasnot true, for it was foon after this}of the Lord, or the fanhedrim ; but Bocharf’s¢ 
fetched to Kuyjath-jearim ; but the ftone remained, | fenfe feems to be preferable to all others, that there 
and might be feen; and pofterity in following|is a defect of the particle 39 ous of ; and fo to’ be 
times were told that was the ftone on which thejread, either /eventy men out of Jifty thoufand ; that 
ark was put when it returned to J/rael. out of the 50,000 that flocked on this occafion 

¥.19. And he {mote the men of Beth-foemefh, &c }\from divers parts, 7o were {mitten for the reafon 
That is, God fmote them, though they had re | before given; or rather 70 men, 50 out of 1000 
ceived the ark with fuch expreffions of joy, and| men that is, a 20th part of the number of them, 


* had offered facrifices on account of it ; yet finning}fo that out of 1400, 70 men were ftruck with’ 


in-one particular after mentioned, which was highly| death for their curiofity *. Something of this 
refented, they were {mitten by him with a thun-|ftory feems to be retained by tradition among the 
der-bolt, as Fofepbus fays*: becaufe they bad-looked| heathens ; we are told‘, that when Troy was 
into the ark of the Lord 5 which was forbidden thej taken an ark was found, in which was the image of 
Levites, Numb. iv. 20. out of curiofity thefe:men| Bacchus ; which being opened by Lurypylus, he 
opened the ark, to fee whether the Philiftines had| was ftruck with madnefs as’ foon as he faw the 
taken any thing out of it, or putany thing intolimage: ead the people lamented, becaufe the Lord 


‘it ; and this when in the tabernacle, being only to} had /mitten many of the people with a great flaugh- 


be feen by the high-prieft ; and fuppofing they] ser ; I fee no occafion for the fupplement many ; 
fhould never have the like opportunity again, to}it was a great flaughter, if we confider the awful’ 
Jook upon the tables of the Jaw which were in it,) manner in which it was made, by thunder and ligh- 
took it; and the rather they might be emboldened} tening, as may be fuppofed ; however by an im- 
to this action, fince it had been in the hands of the) mediate ftroke from heaven; and the perfons on 
uncireumeifed Pérliffines, who had prophaned it ;}whom it was made, men of a facred character, © 
and as yet not reftored to its priftine purity, holi-| priefts and Levites ; anda great number, confider. 


ing 
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ing it was but a fmall city. Hence the place was 
called Abel, which fignifies weeping, mourning, 
lamentation, y. 18. 
 -¥. 20. And the men of Beth-fhemefo faid, who is 
able to ftand before this boly Lord God ? &c.] The 
Tarcum is, ** before the ark of this holy Lord 
God ;” which is faid either by way of complaint 
of the feverity of God, and the ftrictnefs of his 
juftice; or in reverence of his holinefs, acknow- 
ledging their imperfection, fin, and guilt, by rea 
fon of which they could not ftand before him; nor 
can any, but on account of the mercy-feat over 
the ark, or through Chri his blood, righteouf- 
nefs, and facrifice: and to whom hall be gaup from 
us? that is, the ark, the fymbol of God's pre- 
fence, which they feem to be defirous of parting 
with; being unworthy of it, and confcious of 
their impurity in comparifon of God that dwelt in 
it; and of their weaknefs to give the honour and 
reverence that was due unto it ; and yet they knew 
not who were fit for it, or would chufe to receive it, 
becaufe of the danger they were liable to through 
every inadvertency in them, and irreverence of 
that. 

¥. 21. And they fent meffengers to the inbabitants 
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ane chapter gives an account of the ark be- 
ing brought to Kirjath-jearim, where it con- 
tinued 20 years, ¥. 1, 2 of the exhortation of 
Samuel to the people of Jfrael to reform from ido- 
latry, and which had its defired effect, ¥. 3, 4. 
of SamueP’s praying for the people, and offering 
facrifices for them, and of the fuccefs thereof, vic- 
tory over their enemies, ¥. 5—14. and of his ad- 
miniftration of juftice to them, and conftancy in 


it, ¥nud §, 18, £7. 


¥.1. And the men of Kirjath-jearim came and 
fetched up the ark of the Lord, 8c.\ From Beth-fre- 
_mefh, which was near unto them, as Fo/ephus* 
fays ; they made no difficulty of fetchingit, but 
gladly received it ; for if they knew of what hap- 
pened to the men of Beth-/hemefb, they knew it was 
not owing’ to the prefence of theark among them, 
but to their irreverent behaviour to it; and though 
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Tit was. 
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of Kirjath-jearim, 8c.) Which was a city farther 
on in the tribe of Judab, and lay among 
woods, from whence it had its name, and was 
formerly called Kirjath-baal, from Baal’s being 
worfhipped there ; of which fee Fo. xv. g. they 
might chufe to fend hither ‘to fetch the ark from 
them, becaufé it was at a greater diftance from 
the Philiftines, their city Beth-jbemefh being on the 
borders of them ; and becaufe it might be a place 
of greater eminence and ftrength, and befides } 
in the way to Shilob, whereby they nigh fool 
it was intended to be had; unlefs Shi/ob was re 
this time deftroyed: _ faying, the Philiftines bave 
brought again the ark of tbe Lord; which 1 
doubted not would be good news to them: Come 
ye down, and fetch it up to you but fay not one 
word of the reafon of this requeft, left it thould 
difcourage them ; but rather reprefent it as a fa- 
vour to them, and an honour done them, as indeed 
Kirjath-jearim {eems to have ftood on an 
eminence in comparifon of Beth-/beme/h, and there- 
fore it is faid to come down from the one, and go- 
up to the other. That Berb-/bemefh was in a val- 


ley, fee ¥. 13. and this on a hill, ch. 'viip He 
. we ee oak 
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well as té keep the place clean where it was put ; 
and for this he was appointed by the priefts, or the 
elders of the city; and was fet apart for this fer- 
vice, and prepared for it by wafhings and facrifices ; 
and the rather he and not his father was invefted 
with this office, becaufe-he was a young man, and 
his father might be old and decrepit ; and this his 
fon alfo a holy good man, wife, and prudent, and 
aétive and zealous for God, and true religion; and 
on all accountsa fit perfon for this pott, 4 

W. 2. dnd it came to pajs, that whilethe ark 
abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the timewas long, 8ec.} 
it could not be lefs than between 40 and 40 years, 
for it remained here until the times of David, who 
removed it from hence after he was made king over 
all. Jfael, and when he had reigned over Judah 7 
years ; and from the death of £4 to that time, 
which included the government of Samuel and 


1 Saul, it could not be lefs than what ‘ias been hinted: 


Piss 


Kirjath-jearim was not a Levite city, and fo the! for it was twenty years; not that this was all the 
men.of it could not bear the ark themfelves, yet/time the ark -was at Kirjath jearim, but it was fo 
they might have proper perfons from BethLemeh | long there before it was much taken notice of, and 
to do this fervice: aud brought it into the boufe of fought unto, andthe Lord byit; there wasa great 


Abinadab in the hill; which, hill was within the 
city of Kirjath-jearim, and is mentioned either to 
diftinguifh this Abimadad that dwelt on it from an- 
other of the fame name in the city, as Kzmchi ob- 
ferves; or elfe to remark the propriety of the 
place, and the reafon of the choice of it for the 
ark to be placed in; hills and high-places being in 
thofe times accounted fitteft for facred fervices to 
be performed in, as well as places of fafety ; who 
this man was is not certain, ‘Yofephus * fays he 
was.a Levite, butif fo he could only be a fojourner 
in this place ; however he might be, as he fug- 
gefts he was, a man of great efteem for religion 
and righteoutnefs : and fanétified Eleazar bis fon to 
keep the ark of the Lord; not only to watch it, that 
it might not be taken away, but to keep perfons 
from it, from touching it, or ufing it irreverently , 


and fuch as: were not allowed to come nigh it; as’ pocrify and diffimulation at leat in fome be oh 
. , vA 
t 3 / é ae. 
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neglect of God, and his worfhip, which through the: 
means of Samuel began to revive about this time, 
as it follows: and all the houfe of Ifrael lamented af- 
ter the Lord, became fenfible of their evil doings 


and repented of them, and fought the Lord with — 


fafting, and prayer, and tears; bewailed their back- 
flidings and revoltings from him, and eried-aftera 
departing God. | 

‘wv. 9. And Samuel fpake unto all the boufe of I~ 
wael, &cc.| When they affembled at one of their 
three yearly feafts, or as he went from place to 


place, exhorting themeto repentance and reforma- _ 


tion ; and perceiving they began to be awakened 


to a fenfe of their fins, and feemed defirousof re- — 
turning to God, and reftoring his worfhip > fayingy — 


if ye do return unto the Lord with all your hearts ; 
truly and fincerely ; for he might fear there was hy- 
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then put away the firange gods, as all but the true 
God are ; or.the gods of another people, as the 
Philiftines, Canaanites, 8c. Baalim feem chiefly 
intended; as appears from the following verfe: and 
Afptareth from among a 3 fhe-deities, fuch as 
with other ‘nations went by the name of ‘uno, Ve- 
nus, &c. fo the Arabic verfion, ‘*< the idolsof the 
women ye fecretly  worfhip.” Aquila renders it, 
the images of Aftarte ; fo they call Venus, as Pro- 
copius Gazeus obferves, from Afer, a ftar ; but 
the word fignifies flocks of fheep, and thefe dei- 
ties are fuppofed by fome to be inthe form of them; 
but be they what they may, they were to be put 
away out of their houfes, and out of their hearts : 
and prepare your ‘hearts unto the Lord, and serve 
him only; that is, direct your hearts to him while 
in his fervice ; let it proceed from the heart, and 
let it be done to him only, and not to another with 
him; or to him in: and by another, as, may be 
pretended, and commonly is by idolaters : and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the Philiftines ; 
under whofe dominion they had been for many 
years; for though their power over them was wea- 
kened by Sam/on, yet they were not compleatly de- 
livered by him 3 fo all the time of Ei they were 
not wholly free from them; and efpecially fince 
their laft defeat by them, when the ark was taken, 


4£7 
by this means was known ahd put té death ; and 
theretoré it is faid ‘Samuel judged now at this place : 
but it fhould be obferved, this water was not dtank; 
but poured out ; and that as a token of their hu- 
miliation, as Farchi, that they were before the 
Lord, as water poured out; and of the fincerity of 
their repentance, as the Targum, which is, .‘\ they, 
poured out their heart inirepentance, as water ;” 
and of the atonement, and expiation of : their fins; 
which paffed away as water to. be remembered no 
more, as Kimchi; or rather. fignitying ‘hereby. 
that they thoroughly renounced idolatry, that no- 
thing of it fhould remain ; as water entirely pour- 
ed out,#there remains not fo much as any fmell of 
it in the cafk, as does of honey or oil, or fuch kind 
of liquor; for what a learned writer | fays, that 
this was in token of joy, like, that at the feaft of ta- 
bernacles, when they drew water out of the foun- 
tain of Sileah, feems not fo agreeable, fince this was 
a day of humiliation, fafting, and prayer, as fol- 
lows: and fafted on that day, and faid there, we 
have finned againjt. the, Lord ; Samuel prayed in 
public. for them, with whom, they joined; and 
they fafted in a literal fenfe, abftaining from food, 
and made. a confeffion of their fins; this was the 
work of that day : and Samuel judged th@ children 
of Iirael. in Mizpeb; not that he now began to 


they had been under oppreffion by them; now]|judge them, but went on in a more public and vi- 


Samuel promifes them deliverance from it, in cafe 
they relinquifhed their idols, and ferved the Lord 
folely and heartily. sah 

y. 4. Then the children of Ifrael did put away 
Baalim and Afbtaroth, &c.}* Both their he and the- 
deities, of which. fee Fudg. ii. 13. and iii.7. and 
ferved the Lord only , Dr. Lightfoot obfetves, that 
a fpirit of repentance and converfion came .gene- 
rally upon all the people; a matter and’a time as re- 
markable ‘as almoft any we read of in feripture, 
one only parallel to it; and thatis in é/s il, and 
jii. at the great converfion there. . : 

y. 5. And Samuel faid, gather all Ifrael to Miz- 
peb, &e:] “Not Mizpeb in Gilead, on the other fide 
Jordan, but a city which lay on the borders: of 
Fudab and Benjamin, where the tribes met on the 
account of the Levite’s concubine, Fudg. xx. 1. 
This order Samuel gave by mefiengers fent to the 
feveral tribes, or the heads of them, to meet him at 
this place : and I will pray for you unto the Lord ; 
no doubt he prayed for them privately, that the 
reformation begun might be carried on, and appear 
to be fincere, and hearty, and general, and uni- 
verfal ; but he was defirous that they might appear 
ina body, and join with him in public prayer for 
their fpiritual and temporal welfare; that they 
might have true repentance for their fins, reform 
trom them, and have remiffion of them, and be 
delivered out of the hands of their enemies. 

.¥. 6. And they gathered together to Mizpeb, &c.} 
Even all J/rael, at leaft the heads of the people, 
and reprefentatives of them: and drew water, and 
poured it out before the Lord; drew it from fome 
fountain near at hand, and poured it out asin the 
prefence of God; who was where his people were 
met together. ‘ferom* relates it as a tradition. of 
the Fews, that curfes were caft into this water, as 
in the water of jealoufy, and that idolaters were 
tried by it ; and that whatever idolater, who denied 
he worfhipped idols, and tafted of it, his lips fo 
ftuck together, that they could not be feparated, and 
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corous manner to judge them ; he fat, and heard, 
and tried caufes that. came before him ; explained 
the laws of God to them, and enforced the obe- 
dience of them ; reformed abuses that were among: 
them, and punifhed idolaters,. , 
¥. 7. And when the Philiftines heard that the chil-' 
dren of Ifrael were gatheredtogether to Mizpeb, &c.}. 
Not knowing it was upon a religious account; but 
fuppofing they met to concert fchemes and mea- 
fures to caft off their yoke, and deliver themfelves 
out of their hands; and were preparing to take up 
arms, and fall)upon them: the lords of the Phi- 
liftines went up againft. Ifrael; with forces out. of 
their feveral principalities; united to fight with 
them; judging it advifeable. to lofe no time, but at- 
tack them before they were well prepared and pro- 
vided to defend; themfelves’: and when the children 
of Ifrael beard it, they were afraid of the Pbiliftines ; 
becaufe they were unarmed, and not at all. pre- 
pared for war, and having no. expectation. of 
it. 
¥. 8. And the children of Ifrael faid to. Samuel, 
&c.] To whom they applied, not as the general 
of their forces, but as the prophet of the Lord ; 
believing his prayers for them would be of more 
avail to them than an army of men ever fonume- 
rous, or fo well accoutred : ceafe not to cry unto the 
Lord our God for us; he had been praying for 
them that day, and they defired he would continue 
praying for them, well knowing that the effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avails. much ; 
they knew their falvation was of the Lord, and 
that he only could fave them, and that he mutt 
be fought unto for it ; and as Samuel had an inte- 
reft in. him, they beg he would continue to make 
ufe of it on their behalf; in which they exprefled 
their truft in God, their regard to means, the duty 
of prayer, and the high efteem they had of the pro- 
phet of the Lord, whom they intreat to pray for 
them: that he will fave us out of the hands of the 
Philiftines;. who were now coming up againtt 
, them, 
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them, did who had for a long time tyrannifed|name in memory of the lamb Sammel now offered, » 
over them. ite a which was followed with fuch fuccefs.. Jefephas? 
_ #. og. And Samuel took @ fuckling lamb, te. \\calls this place Correa ;-and in. =H Vp it is) 
Which it might be, and yet more than eight days| Beth-/aron, which fignifies a fruitful field of cham= 

old, for under that it might not be: facrificed,|paign country. a 
Exod. xxii. 30. and offered it for a-burnt-offering| y 42) And Samual took 4 fone, and fet ats &e.}, 
wholly unto the Lord; the whole of it was burnt,|Not for worfhip, but as a monument of the Vig 
fkin and all, whefeas the fkin was the pricft’s injtory obtained bythe help of God: and this he» 
other burnt-offerings 5 and. this is remarked ™, as|placed between Mizpeb and Shen ; which latter fig> 
one of the three things in which it differed from|nifies a tooth, and defigns the precipice,ef a rocis., 
other offetings; the word being feminine, the Fews|which jets out,,and thangs over in the form of 


gather ftom hence, as Farchi notes, that females}one: and called the nome of it Eben-exer ; which, - 
might be offered at a private altar: and Samual fignifies the jlone of help; and is she fame placei ~ 


cried tito the Lord: for Iirael; not only offered a|which by anticipation has this name, ch. iv. 4. fo 
facrifice for them, but prayed for them: and the|that in the felf-fame place where the d/raelites were, 
Lord beard bim ;and anfwered him, either by cau-|twice beaten by the Philipines, and thé ark taken; . 


fing fire to come down. on the facrifice, by which} was this falvation wrought for them: /aying, bin? 


ic was confumed, or by the voice of thunder, which{therto bath the Lord helped us; this; was but the’ 
ftighted and difcomfited the Philiflines; and the}beginning of their deliverance from the Phsiijlinesy: 
évent of things manifeftly fhewed it. and which was.owing to the help of the Lord 3, 
¥.10. And as Samuel was offering up the barnt-jand as he had: begun: to» help them, they might 

offering, &c.] Which he might do by a prieft, as}hope and encourage: themfelves, that he would go 
Ben Gerfom faggefts, he being only a Levite ; tho’|on to help them wntili their deliverance »was com- 

he being a prophet, and an extraordinary perfon,| pleated: -however,: they with: Samael thought it 
and this an extraordinary cafe, he might do it him-|their duty, which was right, to acknowledge what 

felf, ax Gideon and others, as well as offer itin an-|the Lord had done for them, and perpetuate’ the: 
other place than where the tabernacle was; Shi/oh}memory‘of it, though they could not be fure what; 
being now deftroyed, perfons and’ places for fa-jhe would do for them hereafter; yet as they were; 
crifice were now difpenfed: with: and before Sa-Menfible of, and thankful for this inftance of his) 


muei had made an end of offering the facrifice, the| goodnefs, they hoped for more, and had their de~) - 


Philiftines drew. near to battle againft Ifrael; and\pendence on him for future fuceefs againit their) 
were come as far almoft as Mizpeb; where I/rael penemies. a evhik., ee 
were, and Samuel was facrificing: dat the Lord| ¥.13. So the Philiftines were fubdued,&e.} Not 
thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the\that their country was conquered,;/or they made 
Philiftines ; which fulfilled. Hannab’s prophecy, ch.|fubjet.and become tributaries to Jrae/; but they. 
ii, 30, and this, as Fofephus* fays, was attended|were fo humbled, as not to attempt to give the: 
with lightening, which flafhed in their faces, and}people of-J/rael any further trouble and diftrefs,: 
fhook their weapons out of their hands, fo that} who were now delivered from their oppreffion and» 
they fled difarmed; and: alfo with am earthquake,/tyranny : aud.came no more into the coaft af Jfrael ys 
which caufed gaps in the earth, into which they}at this time they did not gather together their forces: 
fell: and difcomfted them, difturbed; affrighted|difperfed, nor raife and «bring. 2 new atmy into the 
them, and threw them into confufion and diforder,|land of Jraels. they contented) ‘themfelves: with 
as well as deftroyed many of them: and they were|placinge garrifons omthe coaft, but did not attempt 
fmitten before Ifrael , the meaning of which is not}to enter and invade them any more; that is, for a 
that they fled before them, and were killed by|long time,, even until Samael was grown old, and 
them ; but that before J/rae? could come out|the people would have a king, and had one, which 
againft them, and fight with them, they were|offended the Lord,. and: then he fuffered them: to* 
fmitten and deftroyed,. many of them by the thun-|be diftreffed by them again ; but whilft Samuel was: 
der and lightening, and by the earth opening upon|alone governor they came no more, tho’ they did: 
them, and devouring, them 3 for this phrafe,. defare| quickly after Saad was made king, as it follows : 
Ifrael, denotes time, as Abarbinel obferves, and| the band of the Lord «vas againfg the Philiftines alb 
not place. : the days of Samuel, not all the days of his life, bur 
yy. 11. And the men of Tfeael went ont of Mizpeb,\all the days of his fole government, which reftrain= 
&c.] To which they were encouraged by hearing|ed them from making incurfions into the land of 
or perceiving that the army of the Philiftines was|J/rael,; and indeed in after-times, when they did 
difcomfited by the thunder, and lightening, and/come forth to make war with them, the battle was: 
earthquake: and purfued the Philiftines ; who, when|again{t them during the times of Samuel. — - 
they came out, were fleeing from the opening] ¥.14. And she cities which the Pbhiliftines had 
earth, and affrighted with thunder and light-|taken from Ijrael were refored to Urael, 8c.) We 
ening, and many were killed, and all put in|no where read that the J/raelites went out to war 
diforder; fo that they ftayed not to engage in|with them, and took thefe cities from them by be~ 
battle with J/rael, and who had nothing to’ do|fieging and affaulting them; but they made a de~ 
but to purfue their enemy : and finote them; with|mand of them. after the above victory obtained, 
what weapons of war they could get at Mizpeb,|by which the Philifimes were fo intimidated, thar 
and with what fome might have with them for pri-|they quietly furrendered them to them : from Ekrom 
vate ufe, and in common wear; but more efpe+|evex unto Gath, and thercdups thereof, did Lfrael de~ 
cially with the weapons of the Phili@ines, which! Aver out of the hands of the Philiftines 5 not by 
they in their confufion and fright had thrown away; ‘dint of fword,. but by demand, to which they fub« 
antil they ¢ame tnder Beth-car; a place fo called,‘ mitted; and tho” Ekroa,. if not: Gath, fell to the 
oar fignifies a lamb; here might be formerly a tribe of Fudah by lot, yet were never in their pof- 
remple dedicated to the lamb, unlefs it had its feffion; and fo are to be underftood exclufively 
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here, that not they, but the cities and towns that 


lay between them and the coafts thereof, which the ftroyed ; nor Kirjath-jearim, 


Philiftines had feized upon, thefe they were obliged 
to deliver up again to Dracl; and if Ekron and 
Gath were delivered, they were not long held by 
them, for we foon read of them as in the hands 
of others: and there was peace between Ifracl and 
the Amorites,; who were a principal nation of the 
Canaanites, and are put for the whole of them that 
remained ; and fo Yofepbus? calls them the rem- 
nant of the Canaanites, thefe finding the Philijtines 
were fubdued, were quiet and peaceable, and gave 
Tfrael no more trouble. 


i Aig 
meant Shiloh, as Abarbinel, for that was now de- 
where the ark was, 
for it would have been called by its name}; but the 
fame Bethel that was near to 4”, and not far from 
Shiiob, and was inthe tribe of Benjamin, as all 
thofe places were. Gilgal was where the taberna- 
cle, atk and camp of //rae/ were fi: {t pitched, when 
|they came over Yordan, and Mixpeb, where the 
people ufed to be affembled on occation, fee ¥. 5, 6. 
and judged Ifrael in cll thofe places ; who came from 
all parts hither with their caufes, and for advice 
and counfel in all cafes, at the returning periods. 
¥.17. And bis return was to Ramah, &c.\ When 


y. 15. And Samuel judged Ifrael ‘all the days of\he had gone his circuit, he came back to this city, 


bis life.] Not only before Saul was made king, 
but afterwards ; for though he had not the exer- 
cife of the fupreme government of the nation, yet 
he might act as a judge under Sau/, and hear and 
try caufes brought before him, and execute juftice 
and judgment; and as a prophet he taught and 
inftruéted the people, and reformed abufes among 
them ; and befides, he held and exercifed his ex- 
traordinary office, to which he was raifed up of 
himéelf, and to kill Agag. “The Fews fay 4, he 
judged J/rae] 13 years only, 11 by himfelf, and 
two with Saul; but his government muit be much 


which was his native place, and where his father 
and mother had dwelt, fee ch. i. for there was his 
houfe ; and his father’s houfe before him, and per- 
haps the fame, cH. i. 192 and there be judged Ij- 
rael, here was his fixed refidence, and here he was 
always to be met with, except when on his circuit; 
and hither the people of J/raed might repair from 
all parts, to have juftice done them between man 
and man, or receive information in matters of 


God, and ever took upon him to reprove Sau/| difficulty and importance: and there he built an 


altar unto the Lord; to offer his own facrifices, 
and the facrifices of the people, either by himielf, 
or by a prieft, when the people came toy have juf- 


larger, his with Sau? is reckoned 40 years, Aés|tice adminiftred to them ; or to defire him to pray 


Xill. 21. 

y. 16. And be went from year to year in circuit, 
&c.] Asjudges do; or from the year in the year", 
from the time of the year in the year, «as the Zar- 


for them, teach and inftruct them, or to give them 
advice. Shilob being deftroyed, and no place ap- 
pointed for the tabernacle and altar, the Jews fay, 
high places for’a private altar were las ful, and 


gum, from ‘the middle of it, that is, every halffeven for one that was not a prieft to offer ; thefe 


year; and fo’ Fofepbis fays *, that he went twice a 
year in circtlit: and the places he went to, and 
where he held his courts of judicature, were 
Bethel, and Gilgal, and Mizpeb ; by Bethel is not 


CHA 
ps ‘chapter rélates, how that Samael being 
old, and his fons behaving ill, the people 


defiréd to have a king fet over them, y¥. 1—5. 
which cafe Samuel laid before the Lord, and he 


things, though fettled by law, yet were for a time 
difpenfed with, until things could be fixed in their 
proper place and order... 


P. VIL 


and; as it feems by what follows, at Beerfbeba ; 
though whether thac was under his direétion, or 
was their own choice, is not certain. 


¥.2. Now the name of his firft born was Feel, 


was directed by him to yield to the peoples defire,!&c.] In « Chron. vi. 28. he is called Vafbni ; fee 
but at the fame time to fet before them all the difad-|the note there. This was not Feel the prophet, as 
vantages and ill confequences that would arife from fome have thought, neither his parentage, nor his 
thence, which he did, ¥. 6—18. burt they infitt-| office, nor his times will agree with this: and the 
ing upon it, neverthelefs, he gave them reafon to| name of his fecond, Abiah , which two fons feem to 
expect that their requeft would be granted, y.|be all he had: they were judges in Beerfheba; in 
Ig—22. | the utmoft border of the land, to the fouth, as 
Ramab, where Samuel dwelt and judged, was more 
 ¥. 1. And it came to pafs when Samuel was old,\to the north; where they were placed by their 
&c.}] The common notion of the Fews is, that!father, for the greater convenience of the people 
he lived but 52 years*; when a man is not ufually jof J/rae/ that lived fouthward, to bring their caules 
called an old man, unlefs the infirmities of old age;to them, as thofe lived more northward might 
came upon him fooner than they commonly do,|bring them to him: according to Fo/ephus*, they 
thro’ his indefatigable labours from his childhood,'were placed by their father, the one in Bethel, one 
and the cares and burdens of government, he hadjof the places Samuel ufed to go to in his circuit 
Jong bore; though fome think he was about 60/and judge, and the other at Beer/fheba. But fome, 
years of age; and Abarbinel is of opinion, thatjas Yxmius, and others, think, it fhould be rendered, 
he was more than 70. It is a rule with the Fews",|unto Beerfbeba', and fo takes in its oppofite Dan, 


that a man is called an old man at 60, and a grey- 


headed man at 70: that be made bis fons judges over 


Yrael; wnder himfelf, not being able through old 
age to go the circuits he ufed; hefent them, and 
appointed them to hear and try caufes in his room, 
or fettled them in fome particular places in the land, 
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which lay at the utmoft border of the land north- 
ward, hence the phrafe, from Dan to Beerfheba; 
and that the one was fettled at Dan for the fake of 
the northern part of the land, and the other at 
Beerfoeba for the fake of the fouthern: or rather 
thefe fons of Samuel placed themfelves at Beer/heba u 
: I whic 
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which was an ilfl-judged thing, to be both in one 
place, and which mutt give the people of /rael’a 
great deal of trouble, and put them to a large ex- 
pence to come from all quarters thither, to have 
theif catifes tried; but that is not the worft, 

¥: 3. And bis fons walked not in bis ways, &c.] 
The meaning of which is not, that they did not 


foi what follows : when they [éid, give us a hi 


to judge us what difpleaied him. was, that iho 


were for changing their form of gove pert not 


only to remove it from him, and_his fons, but. 
from the Lord himfelf,. who was king over them 5 
the ill confequences of which, many of them at. 


leaft, he-eafily forefaw, and which gave him great 


’ 


go the circuit he did, which is too low a fenf of | uneafinels, both on account of the glory of Go , and 


the words fome Fewi/h writers give ; but they did 
not walk in the fear of God, in the paths of reli- 
gion and righteoufnefs, truth and holinefs ; they 
neither ferved God, nor did juftice to men, as Sa- 


their own. good ; infomuch, .as ‘Fo/ephus ¥ iays, he 


could neither eat nor fleep, but watched all night, - 


and fpent it in. prayer, as follows: and Samuel 


prayed unto the Lord to Know his mind and will, 


muel had done: but turned afide after lucre, and|and what an{wer she fhould return unto them.. 4 * 


took bribes, and perverted judgment indulged to 
covetoufnefs, fought to get riches at any rate, took 
bribes, which blind the eyes of judges; and {fo 
pafled wrong judgment, and gave the caule to thofe 
that gave the largeft gifts, right or wrong. 


y.7. And the Lord faid unto Samuel, &c] He 
appeared to him in a vifion or dream, and by an” 
articulate voice delivered to him what follows : 
hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they 


Jay unto thee , not as approving of what they laid, 
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¥. 4. Then all the elders of lrael gathered them-\but permitting and allowing what they afked, as a 
felves together, cc, | At fome place of rendez-}punifhment of them for their difloyalty and ingrati- 
vous appointed ; thefe were the heads of the tribes, | tude, and as refenting their ill behaviour to him; for 
and fathers of the houfes and families of //rae/, the | it was in anger he affented to their requeft, Hof. xiii. 


principal perfons of age and authority: and came|11. for they have not reetied thees b 
to Samuel unto Ramah, the place of his nativity|reecied sme that I fhould not reign over them; mo 


it they bave 


and abode, and where he now dwelt, and judged|interpreters fupply the word only, as if the fenfe 


Ifrael, they went in a very refpectable body with an| was, that they had not only rejected Samuel from - 


addrefs to him. 


judging them, but the Lord alfo from reigning 


¥. 5. And faid unto him, bebold, thou art old,\over thems and which is fpoken to comfort Sa-. 
&c.] See ¥. 1. his age was no reproach to him, nor |muel, and to alleviate the preffure on-his mind for 
was it becoming them to upbraid him with it; nor|the ill treatment he had met with ; for fince they, 
was it a reafon why he fhould be removed from|had ferved the Lord after this manner, it was no 


his office, for it did not difqualify him for it; but}wonder. he fhould be ill ufed, and might 


ar it 


rather having gained by age experience, was more|with greater patience: but I fee no reafon why the 
fit for it, though he might not be able to ride his] words may not be taken abfolutely, that they had 
circuits as formerly : and thy fons walk not in thy|not rejected Samuel from all thare in the govern- 
ways ; whom he had made judges ; this is a betcer|ment, at leaft from judging the people ; for fehe 


reafon than the former for what is after requefted ;| continued all the days of his life, even after they — 


and had they only befought him to. remove them|had a king over them ; but they entirely rejected 
from their places, and refted content with that, it)the fole and peculiar government of God over 
would have been well enough; bur what they} them. 


were folicitous for, and always had an inclination 


¥. 8. According to all the works which they have 


to, and now thought a proper opportunity of-| done fince the day that J brought them out of Egypt, 
fered of obtaining it, was what follows : now make|&c.] ‘This was no new thing ; all that they had 
us a king to judge us like all the nations ; to rule) done fince they were wonderfully favoured of God, 


over them as fole monarch; to go before them in 
battle as their general, as well as to adminifter juf- 


tice to them, by hearing and trying caufes as their} 


judge; which only they mention to cover their 
views, and make their motion more acceptable to 
Samuel ; what they were defirous of, was to have 
a king appearing in pomp and {plendor,. wearing 
a crown of gold, clothed in royal apparel, with a 
fcepter in his hand, dwelling in a ftately palace, 
keeping a fplendid court, and attended with a grand 


| 
| 


as to be brought out of Egyptian bondage was all 
of a piece with this ; one continued feries of ingra~ 
titude, of rebellion againft God, and againft his: 
fervants, that he employed under him, as Mofes, 
Aaron, &c. even unto this day, wherewith they have. 


Sorfaken me, and ferved other gods; this is what 


this people were always addicted to, to caft off 
the worfhip and fervice of God, and go into ido- 
latry : fo do they alfo unto thee; acted the like un- 
grateful part to him for all the fervice he had done 


retinue, as the reft of the nations about them had| them, from his childhood to that time ; wherefore, 
had for a long time. The firft kings we read of| as the difciple is not above his mafter, nor the fer- 
were in the times of dbrabam, but atter it became| vant above his lord, if fuch things as before ob- 


common for nations to have kings over them, and 
particularly the neighbours of J/rae/, as Edom, 
Moab, Ammon, &c. and Cicero fays*, all the an- 
cient nations had their kings, to whom they were 
obedient: J/rae! had God for their king in a pe- 
culiar manner other nations had not, and ftood in 
no need of any other; and happy it would have 
been for them, if they had been content therewith, 
and not fought after another : however, they were 
fo modeft, and paid fuch deference to Samuel, as 
to defire him to make or appoint one for them. 

y. 6. But the thing difpleafed Sanmel, &c.\ Not 
that they called him an old man, and fuggefted 


ferved were done to Febovah himfelf, Samuel could 
not expect to meet with better treatment, or other 
than he had, fee Matt. x. 24, 25. 
¥. 9. Now therefore hearken unto their voice, &c.} 
And appoint them a king as they defire: howbeit, 


yet proteft folemnly unto them, not againft the thi 


itfelf, which was permitted, but againit the evil of 
their reque(t, as, to the unfeafonable time, ill man- 
ner, and unjuftifiable reafon, in and for which it 
was made; the Lord would have Samuel lay before 
them their evil in requefting it, and the evils that 
would follow upon it to them, and faithfully re- 


prefent them to them, that they might be left with- 


that he was incapacitated for his office, nor for|out excufe, and have none to blame but themfelves 


obferving the unbecoming walk of his fons, but|when they fhould come upon them: and fhew ; 
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the manner of the king that frall reign over them; 
or the right or judgment *; not a legal right or 
form of government, but an affumed, arbitrary 
and defpotic power, fueh as the kings of the eaft 
exercifed over their fubjeéts, a king like whom the 
Jfraelites defired to have ; namely, what unbound- 
ed liberties he would take with them, what flaves 
he would make’ of them, and what of their pro- 
perty he would take to himfelf at pleafure, as is 
afier related. The word fignifies, not a divine law, 
according to which the king fhould govern, but a 
cuftom, or a cuftom he would introduce, as the 
word is rendered, ch. ii. 13. and is different from 
that in ch. x. 25. 

¥. 10. And Samuel told ail the words of the Lord 
unto them, &c.) How he confidered this requett 
of theirs as a rejection of him as their king, and 
that it was acting the fame ungrateful part they had 
always done ; and fince they were fo importunate 
to have it granted, it fhould be done; bur that he 
was ordered to lay betore them all the. inconve- 
niences that would attend it, and the evils that 
would follow upon it unto them: that afked of bim 
a king ; which is obferved, not to diftinguifh a part 
of them from the reft; for this was a united requeit 
of the people. 

¥. 11. And he faid, this will be the manner of 
the king that fhall reign over you, 8&c.] Not in 
which he ought to proceed, but what he will do ; 
and this not the manner of one king, or of the 
firft only, but of all of them, more or lefs ; of 
kings in general, who are commonly inclined to 
arbitrary power. So 4riffotle.*, in oppofition to 
theocracy, defcribes a full and abfolute kingdom, 
as he calls it, when a king does all things accord- 
ing to his will; and obferves, that he that would 
have the mind or reafon prefide,, would have God 
and the laws rule; buthe that would have a man 
to reign, adds alfo a luft, or one led by his own 
luft : fo it follows, be will take your fons, and ap- 
point them for himfelf; for his own ufe and fer- 
vice, to wait upon him, to be his pages, or grooms, 
or guards : for bis chariots ; to take care of them, 
and drive them, though not without paying them 
for it; yet this being but a mean and {ervile em- 
ployment, and what they fhould be obliged to, 
whether. they would or no, is obferved to fhew 
the tyranny and bondage to which they would be 
fubject, when their fons otherwife might be free 
men, and poffeffed of eftates and carriages of their 
own: and to be his horfemen, or rather for bis 
borfes, to take. care of them, and go out along 
with him, and attend ‘his perfon, whether when 
going to war, or on pleafure: and fome fhall run 
before his chariots ; be his running-footmen, being 
fwift of foot, and trained up for that fervice’; fome 
are naturally fwift, as d/abel was. Pliny » {peaks 
of fome fwifter than horfes; and. of the fwiftnefs 
of fome he elfewhere gives * many furprizing in- 
ftances. It feems as if it was ufual to have 50 
fuch men to run before them, fee 2 Sam. xv: 1. 
1 Kings i. 6. Pes 

¥. 12. And be will appoint him captains over 
thoufands, and captains over fifties, 8c.) Which 
though pofts of honour, yet when they are not mat- 
ter of choice, and efpecially being precarious, and 
depending on the arbitrary will of a prince, are 


‘\ 


* >on OHwid jus regis, V. L. Tigurine verfion, Munfter; judicium regis, Vatablus, Droufins. 


Politicis, 1. 3. c. 16, » Nat. Hilt. 1.7. c. 2. 
Tigurine. * Vid. Plin. Nat. Hift. 1. 8. ¢. 5. 
5 Ceeppotas 1, 2. p.,288,. ; ® Bibliothec. 1, 5. 
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not eligible, and lefs fo to perfons that chufe an- 
other fort of life: and will fet them to ear bis 


ground; to plow it; not the fame perfons made 


Captains of thoufands and fifties, but others, whom 
he will employ in tilling and manuring his fields, , 
and oblige them to it: and to reap bis barveft 5 
when it is ripe, and gather it in, and bring it home 
into his barns and garners: and to make bis infiru- 
ments of war; as {words, {pears, bows and arrows, 
moft commonly ufed in thofe times: and infiru- 
ments of chariots ; which feem to defign chariots of 
war, and the iron fpikes and {eythes which were 


joined to them, to cut down the foot-foldiers, when 


driven among them in battle, which are commonly 
called chariots of iron; fee Fob. xvii. 16. Fudg. 
iv. 3% ; 
¥.13. And he will take your daughters to be con- 
ettionaries, 8cc.] Such as deal in {pices,’and mix 
them, and make them up in various forms very 
agreeable to the tafte, Men are commonly in our 
countries and times employed in fuch-arts, but it 
feems this was the bufinefs of women in thofe 
times and places. Somie verfions 4 render it wnguen- 
tarig, makers-or fellers of ointments, and fuch 
there were in fome nations *, fuch was Lydia in Fu- 
venal': and to be cooks ; to drefs all forts of food, 
efpecially what were boiled, as the word fignifies : 
and to be bakers; to make and bake bread, which 
though with us is the work of men, yet in the 
eaftern countries was ufually done by women ; fee 
the note on Lev. xxvi. 26. 

¥. 14. And be will take your fields, and your 


vineyards, and your olive-yards, &c.] Which in- 
cludes the whole increafe of their land, their corny. 


and wine, and oil; and it is thefe, the fruits of 


their fields, vineyards, and olive-yards, which are 


here meant; for otherwife kings might not, and, 
did not by their abfolute authority, take away 
thofe from their fubje@ts ; othérwife 4bab would 
have. taken away Naboth’s vineyard at once, nor 
would Fezebel have needed to have taken fuch a 
method fhe did, to put bad into the poffeffion of 
it: even the bef of them, and give them to bis 


servants ; for their fervice ;.and which fome reftrain 


to times of war, when neceffity obliged to ufe fuch 
methods. ; 
¥.15. And he will take the tenth of your feed, 
&c.] When grown up and ripe, as their wheat 
and barley :. and -of your vineyards ; the tenth of 
the grapes they fhould produce : ‘and to give to bis. 
officers, and to his fervants; for the fupport and 
maintenance of them ; and to pay this, befides the 
tithes of the priefts and Levites, would make it 
very burdenfome to them ; and this was no other 
than what kings of other mations ufually had, the 
like to whom they were defirous of having, and 
therefore. muft expect that they would infift upon 
the: privileges and revenues that others had. In 
Babylon, as Ariftotle * relates, there was an ancient 
law which required the tenth of whatever was im- 
ported for the publick revenue, which was revived 
in the times of Alexander by Autimenes the Rhodian. 
In Arabia Felix was an ifland abounding with frank- 
incenfe and myrrhe, and various {pices, the tenth 
of the fruits of which the king always had, as 
Diodorus Siculus” reports, fee 1 Maccab. xi.-35. 
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“¥. 16. And he will take your man-fervants, and\and obftinacy, and fo fet upon having a king, that 
your maid-fervants, &c,} Into his own family, tor]one they would have, let them fuffer what hardfhips, 
his own ufe and fervice, if he wants them, or likes|or be at what expences they might; at all events, ~ 
them better than what he has: and your goodlieft\and againft all remonftrances, they were determined 


young men; that are tall and lutty, comely and 
beautiful, of a proper ftature and good afpect, 
and fuch in all countries ufed to be chofen for of- 
ficers in courts, or attendants there; and {fo the 
Turks to this day pitch upon young men to attend 
on great.perfonages, who are of a comely form, 
have'admirable features, and are well-fhaped, fee 
the note on Dan. i. 4. and your affes, and put them 
to bis work , employ them in plowing his fields, 
drawing his carriages, or bearing his burdens ; and 
fo any other cattle that would ferve the fame pur- 
pofes as oxen, camels, Ge. 

_ ¥. 17. He-will take the tenth of your fheep, 8c. } 
As well as of their feed and vineyards; and not 


to have one. , oil 
¥. 20. That we alfo may be like all the nations, 


&c.] Even though they were flaves, like thems 


a king they would have, as they had, fuch was 
their ftupidity. It was their greateft honour and 
glory, as well as happinefs, not to be like other 
nations ; as in their religion, laws and liberties, fo 
in their form of government ; God being their 
king in fuch a peculiar fenfe, as he was not of 
others, but with this they could not be content :. 
and that our king may judge us; hear their caufes, 
adminifter juftice and judgment to them, protect 
their perfons and properties, and rule them accord- 
ing to the civil laws that were given them: and 


the tithe of their flocks only, but of their herds|go out before us, and fight our batiles; which Samuel 


alfo, which are here included, as Kimchi obferves : 
and ye feall be bis fervants; made flaves of by him, 
even as the Canaanitifh fervants were, according to 
Abarbinel ; though others interpret it more mildly 
of their being obliged to pay tribute and taxes, 
for the fupport of his government. 


¥.18. And ye fhall cry out in that day becaufe of | battle. 


your king, &c.] Wis power and pride, his op- 
preffion and tyranny, his heavy exactions, and in- 
tolerable yoke, and yet not be able to free them- 
felves from them ; all that they could de would be 
only to cry out under them as grievoufly diftreffed, 
and not knowing how to help themfelves ; and 
which would be the more aggravated, becaufe they 
brought all this upon themfelves, as_it follows : 


their prefent judge did not, and to which perhaps 
they may have fome refpect; but then he gained 
more for them by his prayers, than a king or ge- 
neral would by his military fkill or prowefs, fee 
ch. vii. 10. and it is very remarkable, and what 
is obferved by fome, that their firft king died in a 
What made them fo prefiing and impor- 
tunate to havea king at this time, and not defer 
it to another, it is very probable was, that they 
underftood that Nabajh, king of the children of 
Ammon, was preparing to attack them, and there- 
fore they were defirous to have a king alfo to go 
out before them, and meet him, and give hinmy 
battle, ch. xi. 12. " 

y. 21. And Samuel heard all the words of the 


which ye foall have chofen you; for though the|pecple, &c.] Patiently, and without interrup— 


choice of aking for them, at a proper time, God 
had. referved to himfelf, yet in after-times, as is 
here fuggefted, they would chufe for. themfelves, 
and did, fee Ho/. viii. 4. befides, to have a king in 
general was at firft their own choice, though the 
particular perfon was by the defignation of the 
Lord: and the Lord will not hear you in that day ; 
will not regard them, have no compaffion on them, 


tion ; attentively heard them, took notice of them,: 
laid them up in his memory ; but gave no anfwer 
to them, but reported them to the Lord, as in the 
next claufe: and he rebearfed them in the ears of. 
the Lord; privately, in a free and familiar man- 
ner, with great exactnefs, as they were exprefied ; 


this he did, not before the people publickly, but’ 
in fecret prayer, feeking for direction what he fhould- 


fuffer them to remain under their oppreffions, and|farther do, or what anfwer he fhould return to 


not deliver them out of them; becaufe they re-|them. 


jected him from being their king, and put them- 


¥: 22. And the Lord faid to Samuel, &c.| By 


felves out of his protection, into the hands of an-}an audible voice, or by an impulfe upon his mind: 
other, and therefore it was juft to leave them to} hearken unto their voice, and make them a king ; 


their own choice. 


fince they will have a king, let them have one, and 


¥. 19. Neverthelefs, the people refufed to obey\let them know that they fhall have one: and Sa- 
the voice of Samuel, &c.} The advice he gave|muel faid unto the men of Ifrael, the elders of the 
not to think-of a king, but be content with the]people that addreffed him on this occafion, ¥. 4. 
government under which they were ; but to this|zo ye every man unto his city; fignifying, they might 


they would not hearken, notwithftanding all the}return in peace, and be affured their requeft would 


inconveniences that would attend fuch a change:}be granted, and a king would be appointed in a 
and they faid nay, but we will have a king over us;\fhort time, and which they might report to their 
they would not believe what Samuel faid concern-}fellow-citizens ; and they might expect to hear from 


ing a king, even though they were the words of/him quickly, as foon as he had inftruétions from 


the Lord he delivered to them ; and though they|the Lord, who fhould be their king, which, right 
knew Samuel was a prophet, and fpoke by a fpirit}he had referved to himfelf; and therefore in the 
of prophecy, and none of his words had ever fallen}mean while they might reft contented, that they 
to the ground: but fuch was their ftubbornnefs|would have one ina little time. 
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aS a CHAP. Ix 


HIS chapter gives an account of Saw/, the|his moral character and behaviour. There might 

perfon the Lord had appointed to be king of|be as good, or better men than he, on fuch ac- 
Jfrael; it relates his defcent, and defcribes his per-jcounts, but for his outward appearance, his bodily 
fon, ¥. 1,2. and how feeking his father’s affes,|fhape, and the dignity of his perfon: from bis 
which were loft, he providentially came to the place] /houlders and upwards he was higher than any of the 
‘where Samuel dwelt, ¥.3—5. and being advifed|peop/e; this defcription of him is enlarged upon 
by his fervant, and approving of his advice, he|and explained, to fhew that he was juft {uch a per- 


concluded to go to him, and enquire the way he 
fhould go, ¥. 6—10. and being directed by fome 
young maidens, they found him prefently in the 
ftreet going to a feaft, ¥. 11—14. and Samuel hav- 
ing fome previous notice from the Lord of fuch a 
perfon’s coming to him that day, when he met him 
invited him to dine with him, and obliged him to 
ftay with him that day, ¥. 15—19. fatisfied him 
about his afles, and gave hima hint of the gran- 
deur he was to be raifed to, to which Sau/ made a 
modetft reply, ¥.20, 21. and Samuel treated him 
at the feaft in a very refpectable manner, y. 22, 
23, 24. and privately communed with him of things 
preparatory to what he was about to make known 
unto him, ¥. 25—27. 


¥. 1. Now there was a man of Benjamin, &c.| 


fon the people was defirous of having king over 
them, fuch an one as the nations about them had; 
and it was ufual with the eaftern people, and fo 
with the Greeks and Romans, to chufe perfons to 
the higheft offices of magiftracy, that made a per- 
fonable appearance fuperior to others, and is what 
they often take notice of, as a recommendation of 
them as princes. Herodotus } reports of the Erbib- 
pians, that they judged the largeft of the people; 
and him who had ftrength according to his big-~ 
nefs, moft worthy to be king. And the fame wri- 
ter obferves ™, that among the many thoufands of 
men of the army of Xerxes, there was not one, 
who for comelinefs and largenefs was fo worthy of 
the empire, as Xerxes himfelf ; fo Ubfes, becaufe 
of his tallnefs, was the more acceptable to the peo- 
ple of Corfu"; fo Alexander’s captains, ’tis faid >, 


Of the tribe of Benjamin, which had its name from) might be thought to be kings for their beautiful 
the youngeft fon of Jacob, and one of this tribe] form, tallnefs of body, and’ greatnefs of ftrength 
was the firft king of J/rael: whofe name was Kifh ;|and wifdom. ulius Cafar is faid to be of high 
whom the apoftle calls Czs, Aé#s xiii, 21. and Yo-|ftature ; and fo Domitian’; Virgil 1 reprefents 
fephus’, Cifes; his name, according to Hillerus *,|Turnus, as in body more excellent than others, and 
fignifies enfnared, for, what reafon it was given|by the. entire head above them; and Auchifes, as 
him, is not certain: the fon of Adiel; in 1 Chron. viil.| walking ftatelier and higher than the reft ; among 
33. and ix. 39. he is called Ner that begat Ki/h ;\the many encomiums Pliny * gives of Trajan, as to 
and in this book, ch. xiv. 50, 51. Ner and Kz) his outward form and appearance ; this is one, pro- 
are reprefented as brethren, the fons of biel : to) ceritas corporis, tallnefs of body, being higher than 
reconcile this, it may be obferved, that Ner being! others; the Gentiles had a notion, that fuch men came 
the elder brother, on the death of his father Adzel,| nearer to the deities, and looked more like them ; 
had the care and bringing up of his younger bro-|fo Diana is defcribed as taller than any of the 
ther Ki/b ; and therefore when he is faid to beget)nymphs and goddeffes*. Solomon, according to 
him, the meaning is, not that he was the parent of| fo/fephus", chofe fuch young men to ride horfes, 
him, but the bringer up of him; or rather, as) and attend his perfon, when he himfelf rode, who 
Kimchi thinks, Abiel had two fons, one of which| were confpicuous for their height, and greatly 
was Ver ; and that he had two fons, one that was| above others, 
called after his own name Ner, who was the father] y.3. And the affes of Kifb, Saul’s father, were 
of Abner ; and the other Ki/h, the father of Saul :|/oft, &c.| Had got out of the ftables or fields, 
the fon of Zeror, the fon of Bechorath, the fon of\in which they were kept, and ftrayed from thence : 
' Aphiab, a Benjamite; of thefe perfons we no where} and Kifb faid to Saul bis fon, take now one of the 
elfe read: @ mighty man of power ; not a man of| fervants with thee, and arife, go feek the affes; 
riches, or of authority, neither a wealthy man, nor|he chofe not to fend his fervants only, who might 
a magiftrate, for his family was mean and con-|not bé fo careful and diligent in fearching for 


temptible, ¥. 21. and ch, x. 27. but a man of|them, but his fon, and not him alone, but a fer- 
great {trength, an able-bodied man, and of great 


natural fortitude, and courage of mind. 

y¥.2. And he bad a fon whofe name was Saul, 
&c.] Of this name was the great apoftle of the 
Gentilgs before his converfion, and was of the fame 
tribe alfo, but very different in ftature; he was a 
little man, this a large tall man, like his father 


perhaps ; 4 choice young man, anda goodly 5 ch. ii. of 


a goodly alpect,a comely man, tall and well-fhaped, 
in the prime of his age, a very agreeable perfon, 
one among a thoufand : and there was not among 
the children of Ifrael a gocdlier perfon than he; 
meaning not for the endowments of his mind, or 


1 Antig. 1.6. ¢. 4 §. f. 
= Polymnia, five, 1.7. ¢ 187. 
P Sueton; Vit. Cafar. c. 45. Domitian. c. 18. 
128. %.4u62¢ s Panegyr. c.'4, 22. 
y. 180, 181. * Antig: 1.8. €. 7.9 4. 
2 : 


* Onomattic. 
™ Homer, Odyff, 8. ¥. 20, 21: 


vant with him to wait upon him, and affift him. 
And it was quite agreeable to the fimplicity of 
thofe times, for perfons of equal or greater fub- 
{tance to be employed in fuch an affair ; affes made 
a confiderable: part of the wealth and riches of 
men, were rode upon by perfons of quality, and 
were fed and taken care of by the fons of dukes 
and princes; fee Job i, 3. Fudg.v. 10. Gen. xXxvi. 
24. The Jews” have a tradition, that this fer- 

vant was Doeg the Edomite. 
¥. 4. And they paffed through mount Ephraim, &c.} 
The mountainous part of that tribe, which lay 
contiguous to the tribe of Benjamin, where it 
might 


Sacr. p. 405. 1 Thalia, five, 1. 3. c. 20. 


© Juftin. e Trogo, 1,13. ¢.1. 
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tribe of Benjamin, fo called from fome illuftrious| but thoughg it poffible an i 
4 , oy. rid Saul foid vo bs f ebold, 
q ; ; I Ss. money. 
which it feems Sez? was not ch me fort | 
perfons that fet up for prophets fo di- 


diftance from it to the north, in the Tamuitic coun-jtell whether fo eminent z nd honoura ’ a per! 
try; tho’ Bunting “fays, it was fituated in mount Samuel was did 3 it is “much he was nol 
Ephraim, eight miles from Ferufalem tothe north- known by him, who had been fo many } 
‘welt: but they found them not; the affes, neither}judge in I/rael : what foall we bring the man? i 
in mount Ephraim, nor in the jand of Shali/ba :\ing ufval when perfons addrefied great men t 
then they paffed through the land of Shalim , which | favour, to carry aprefent with them ; or i n 
fome take to be the fame with Salim, where Fobn|God, a prophet of the Lord, to enquire 
was baptizing, Jobs iii. 23. but Ferom fays, it| Lord by him concerning any th ing, fee Kings 3 a4 
was a village on. the borders of Elewtheropolis, to|2, 3.2 Kings iv. 42. for the- bread is | pent in Our 
the welt, {even miles diftant-from it: and there| veffels ; the food they brought withithem in their 
they were wot , the,afles could not be found there : ’ i - 


bags or fcrips for their journey, this wa 
afd be poffed through the land of the Benjamites , | 
or rather of Femini, which was in Benjamin, fo 


haufted ; not that he meant by it, that if they 
had any quantity, they might prefent it to the 
called from a famous man of that name ; for it 
cannot be thought they fhould pafs through the 


of God, though yet fometimes “ hings wé € ‘. 
whole tribe of Benjamin in one day. And, aceord- 


done, as the inftances before’ referred’ to f 
that fince their ftock of bread was gone, W 
ing to Bunting *, trom. Gibeab, the native place ‘of|ney they had, if they had any, matt be 
Saul, through the mountain of Ephraim, and the| recruiting themfelves, and therefore could 
Jand of Shalifba, to the borders of Shalim, were 
16 miles; and from thence to Yemini, in the tribe 


none to {pare to give to the man : and there iS 20 
a prefent to bring to the man of God, neit ir bread 
of Benjamin, 16 more: but they found them not ; nti 
the afles. 
¥. 5. And when they were come to the land of. 


nor moriey, without’ which’ he feems to intiniate 
would be to no purpofe to‘go to him: what ba 
Zuph, &c.| In which was Ramathaim zopbin, 
the native place of Samuel, ch. i. 1. and;:fo the 


we? Saul knew he had none, he had fpent what” 
_ Targum here, ** the ‘land in which was the pro- 


he brought out with him for the journey, ‘and he — 
put this queftion to try what his fervant had ; un 
lefs it can be fuppofed it was the cuflom now, as— 
phet:” Saul faid to the fervant that was with him, ; 
come, and: let us return; home, defpairing of find- 
ing the afles after fo long a fearch in divers places: 


49 a hw i shh Pree Fi ry 
afterwards among the Romans?; for férvants to 
. abies a) ie 1) igh hy pee pees 
carry the purfe, and as it was with ‘the Jews. 
left my faiber leave caring for the affes, and take 
thought for us ; fearing, fome evil fhould have be- 


Chrift’s time, ‘obw xii. 6. though this may hay 
fallen his fon and his fervant, in comparifon of 


refpe€t not to a price of divination, but to th com-_ ; 
whom, and efpecially his fon, the affes would be 
of no, account, and fo,give himfelf no coneern for 


mon cuftom in eaftern countries, and which con-— 
them, bat.be in great, care,and uneafinefs for his. 


aa 


' 


tinues to this day with the Turks, who reckon it 
uncivil to vifit any perfon, whether in authority, 
or an inferior perfon without a prefent 5 and even, 
the latter are feldom vifited without | prefenting a 
fon and fervant; wherefore Seu/ thought it moft| flower, or'an orange, and fome token of refpect to. 
advifeable to return. home as foon as poffible, left|the perfon vifited*. — 8 a y 
his father fhould be over-whelmed with grief and} y. 8. And the fervent gnfwered Saul again, an 
trouble. . Jaid, 8&c.] "As he had 'anfwered him before, when 
¥. 6. And.be foid unto him, &c.} That is,| Saul propofed to returfi home, by telling him the re 
the fervant of Saul: behold now, there is 7# ibis} was an honourable man of God in the city” near 2 
city a man of God ; a prophet of the Lord, as the] hand, that might poffibly be able to direettnatet RAR 
Targum; fuch were. called men of God, becaufe| way they fhould go to find the affés ; fo he aitwersy 
not only partakers of the grace of Gog but, of] him again with refpeét to the prefent it was proper 
extraordinary gifts, which qualified them for the|to carry with them, and what he had in his hands 
office of prophets... The city near to which they|to make: debold,'I have bere at hand the fourth 
now were was Kamab, the place where Samuel|part ofa fhekel of fiver; a zuze of filver, as the 
lived, and he is the man. of God here meant: and|Targum, four of which made a thekeh! about t fi 
be is an honourable: man; of great efleem among] pence half-penny of our" money, and 
men for his wifdom and, knowledge, integrity and} much that will I give to the man of Ga ‘Le 
faithfulnefs,.and particularly for his gift of pro-|us cur way; that they fhould go to find the 
phecy, .being.a. true prophet. of the Lord; forthe} which he would give him very free y. th 
argu, * and,he is a man that prophefies truth,”| pofe: both Saul and his fervants o 
and that made him honourable, and gave him great{a mean opinion of prophets, and me 
credit: all, that he faith cometh furely. to pafs, asyand efpecially of fo great’a man as Sam 
his prophecies concerning £4’s family, and other|fhould be employed at any time in dire 
things, which were well known to have had their|fons in fuch cafes, and take money ft 
accomplifhment, and this had gained him. univer-|and fo fmail a gratui 
fal eftcem, fee ch. ili, 19. now let us go thither ;\though it feems as if, at f 
being very near it, within fight of it, infomuch|this kind was done by prophets ien of God 
that the fervant could point at it, and fay ¢his city,}which might be permitted to keep the people from 
as in the preceding part of the verfe : peradventure| going to diviners an 
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Chix.nk9o—13, I SAMU EF Tf, Arp 
¥.9. (Before time in Ifrael, when a man went to 
enquire of God, &c.] To afk doctrine of him, as 
the Targum, to be taught by him, to have his mind 
and will in any affair of moment and importance , 
-which was ufually done by applying to fome man 
of God, eminent for grace and piety, and a {pirit 
of prophecy : thus be /pake, come, and let us go to 
the feer ; aman ufed to fay to his friend, when 
he wanted fome inftrudtion or direction, let us go 
together to fuch an one, the feer, and. afk countel 
of him what is proper to be done in fuch an af- 
fair: for be that is now called a prophet, was be- 
fore called a feer ; for though thefe names are ufed 
promifcuoufly of the fame perfons, both before 
and after this time; yet now the more common 
appellation which obtained was that of a prophet ; 
cuitom, and the ufe of language varied at diffe- 
rent times, though the fame was meant by the one 
and the other ; fuch men were called feers, becaufe 
of the vifion of prophecy, becaufe they faw or 
forefaw things tocome; and they were called pro- 
phets, becaufe they foretold what they faw, or de- 
livered out their predictions by word of mouth. 
This verfe is put in a parenthefis, and is common- 
ly fuppofed to be the words of the writer of this 
book : hence fome draw an argument again{t Sz- 
uel being the writer of it, as, Adarbinel does, who 
concludes from hence, that it was written by Fe-| to-day he comes into the city® that is, he comes 
remiab, or fome other perfon long after Samuel, or|out of his own houfe into the city, and was then 
that this verfe was added by Ezra; but as this|juft coming out; fo that if they made hafte, they 
book might be written by Samuel in the latter part} micht meet him in the ftreet before he got to the 
of his life, he might with propriety obferve this, | place of facrifice and feafting’: for there is a /acri- 
that in his younger time, and quite down to thel fice of the people to-day in the high place; whether 
anointing of Sau/-king, both when there was no}it was'the new moon, or fome feftival they ob- 
open vifion, and afterwards when there was fcarce| ferved, though the tabernacle was not there, is not 
any that had it but himfelf, he was ufed to be called] certain ; at which, befides the offerings required, 
the feer; but in his latter days, when there. were] free-will-offerings and peace- offerings were brought 
many that had the vifion of prophecy, and there|by the people, on part of which they feafted with 
were fchools fet up, it was more common to call] their: friends ; and very probably, as Samue{ was 
them prophets ; tho’ perhaps thefe are the words] acquainted by the Lord, that he who was to be 
of Saul’s fervant, fpoken to encourage Sau/ to go|king of [/rael would be with him that day, he 
to the man of God, and enquire of him, fince in} might add to the facrifices of the people, to make 
former times, as he could remember, being perhaps|the entertainment the more grand and liberal; fince 
an old fervant, or he had heard his parents fo fay,| he had a principal concern in ordering the guefts, 
that fuch men ufed to be called feers, becaufé they} and dividing the portions, as well as. bleffing the 
faw what others did not, and declared and made| food, which indeed he might take upon him, as 
others to fee what they did; and therefore there| being judge, prieft and prophet: this was an high 
was a probability that this man of God, who was| place where this facrifice or feaft was; for Shiloh 
a feer, might fhew them the way they fhould go| being deftroyed, and the tabernacle removed elfe- 
to find the affes. where, and that being in one place, and the ark 
y.10. Then faid Saul to bis fervant, well faid,\in another, and they not together, no «diftinétion 
&c.} Or good is thy word*, thou haft well fpoken ;| of places was made, none being yet chofen, all 
it is a good propofal thou haft made, and thou art| were fit; and particularly high places, which were 
very generous to give all thou haft to the man ;/always reckoned the moft proper for divine fervice 
and very promifing it is, that fince he is a feer he|and facrifice. — 
may inform us where the affes are, or which way | ¥.13. As foon as ye come into the city, ye fhall 
we muft take to find them. ‘Things look feafable' fraightway jind bim, &c.} By which it feems that 
enough: come, let us go-to the city, and to the) the houfe of Samuel was at that end of it, at which they 
man of God there, and hear what he will fay tol entered 5 and with which agrees what is obferved 
us, and what information he will give us: /o they in the preceding verfe, that be was defore them, 
went unto the city where the man of God was; to his houfe was in fight of them : defore be go up to 
Ramah, where Samuel dwelt. \tbe high place to eat; intimating they would, if 
_ wean, And as they went up the bill to. the city, they made hafte, come up to him before he got 
-&c.}. For the city was built upon an hill, from thither to fit down and eat with the people; for if 
whence it had the name of Ramab, which fignifies they did not, they would not be able to fee him, 
high and lifted up: they found young maidens going and fpeak with him for fome time, if on that day : for 
out to draw water; going out of the city, toafoun- rhe people will not eat until he come; partly out of 
tain which was at the bottom of the hill; and this affection and veneration for him, being their chief 


magi- 


was the ufual bufinefS of maidens in thdfe cdiintries 
to fecch water for the fervice of the family; fee Gea, 
XXIV. 11, 153 16. and the notes there: R Akidne 
makes this obfervation, that whenever a man meets 
maidens coming out of a city before he goes into 
it, it is a token of profperity to him and inftances 
in the cafes of ddraham’s fervant, of Facob, and 
ot Mojes, and here of Saul; who was intormed of 
a kingdom, and anointed for it, fee Gen. xxiv. 14, 
21. and xxix, 10, 11. Lwod, ii. 16. and faid unto 
them, is theyeer bere? meaning, is he in the city ? 
or is he at home? or is he injthe country?) 
¥.12. dnd they anfwered them, and. faid, be is, 
&c.]  Thatis, he is in thecity, atc home, and to 
be {poken. with: dehold, be is before you; bis houfé 
is ftraight before you as you go along, you can’t 
mils of it. Some Yews/d. writers lay ‘, they gave 
a token to know it by, that.there was a-cloud af, 
the door, and when they faw that, they might know 
it was the feer’s houfe: hafle now, for he came ta- 
day to the city; from the fuburbs to it, or from 
his country-houfe, or from the other Ramah, for 
there were two of them, one over-againtt the other, 
fee ch. i, 1. for that he was juft now come off a 
circuit, is not fo probable, fince he was now old, 
and paft riding his circuits; and indeed the means 
ing may be no more than as it: may be rendered, 
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magiftrate, as well as feer or prophet, and partly 
for the reafon following : decaufe be doth ble/s the 
facrifice; afk a bleffing upon it, upon the meat of 
the peace-offerings before it was eaten ; for as this 
was ufually done atevery common meal, then much 
more at fuch a folemn feftival as this. Farchi 
gives us the form of bleffing ufed on fuch an oc- 
cafion, ‘* blefled art thou, O Lord our God, the 
king of the world, who hath fanctified us by his 
commandments, and hath commanded us to eat the 
facrifice:” and afterwards they eat that be bidden , 
for when a man offered his peace-offerings, he not 
only had his family with him, but invited his 
friends, and the poor, and the fatherlefs, the 
‘ftrangers, and the Levites, to partake with him, 
fee Deut. xii. 18. and xiv. 29. and xvi. 14, the 
“number of the guefts at this time, fee in y. 22. 
Now therefore get ye up; afcend the hill as fait as 
ye can: for about this time ye foall find him; that 
is, by the time they could get up the hill into the 
city, they would find him coming out of his houfe 
to go to the facrifice: or as this day*; fo fure as 
the day is, fo fure fhall ye find him. 
¥.14. And they went up into the city, &c.) Saul 
and his fervant went up the hill to the city of Ra- 
mab: and when they were come into the city, were 


within it, within the walls of it: debold, Samuel. 


came out againft them; came out of a door of his 
houfe upon them, juft as they came up: or ¢o 
meet them‘; his way.to the high place lay where 
they were coming; unlefs it can be thought he 
went out purpofely .to meet them, having, as in 
the following verfe, an intimation, that about that 
time one from the tribe of Besjamin, who: fhould 
be king, would come to him, and fo made this his 
way, knowing that one coming from that tribe 
mutt come that way ; but it feems moft likely that 
this was his readieft way : for to go up to the high 
place; or place of fitting down, or featting, as the 
Targum, and fo on y¥. 12., fee the note there. 

¥.15. Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear, 
&c.] In a private manner, whifpering in his ear, 
telling him in a free, familiar, friendly way, as a 
fecret ; @ day before Saul came; that he might pre- 
pare for the entertainment of him, and not be fur- 
: prized at his coming, as well as hereby be. affured 
he was the perfon: defigned to be king of J/rael, 
when he fhould come : /aying; as follows. 

¥. 16. To-morrow about this tine I will fend thee 
a man out of the land of Benjamin, &c.] . Who 
without any thought or! defign of his own, bur 
merely directed by the providence of God,° fhould 
¢ome to him, not expecting a kingdom ; at moft 
only to hear of his father’s afies, and which way 
he fhould take to find them ; miffing the finding 
of which would and did bring him thither: and 
thou foalt anoint him to be captain over my people 
Jjrael ; the leader, ruler and governor of them; to 
which high office he. was to be appointed by pour- 
ing oil upon him, and was the firft king on whom 
this ceremony was performed, and from whence he 
was called the Lord’s anointed: that be may fave 
my people out of the bands of the Philiftines,; who 
fince Samuel was grown old, made incroachments 
upon them, built garrifons on their borders, and 
made, it)is very probable, incurfions upon them, 
and ravages and opprefiions of them: for J have 
looked upon my people ; with,.an. eye. of. pity. and 
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reafon of the oppreffions of the Pédilifines, and the 
war they were threatened’ with by the Ammonites 5» 
though déarbinel thinks «this refers to their i =) 
tunate cry, fupplication and requeit to have a king” 
let over them. 9 > Ty iD 
y.17. And when Samuel faw Saul, 8c.) Who 
could not but take’ notice of him for his height,” 
and which might give him a fulpicion he was: the® 
man the Lord had fpoken of to him ; and the ra-’ 
ther, becaufe this was the exact time?in which he’ 
was to be fent to him, and therefore he fixed*his’ 
eyes upon him: and that he might be affured it 


}was' he, and be left at no uncertainty about: ity tbe. 


Lord Jaid unto bim; by a till fall voice, or by 
an impulle upon his mind: bebold, the man whom 
L fpake to thee of ; yefterday,. this'is he: this fame: 
foall reign. over my people, be their king, as they 
have delired : or /hall reftrain* them, keep them) 
in due bounds, in the difcharge of their duty to 
God: and man;'and keep them from doing that 
which is evil, or walking in evil ways, whieh is 
the bufinefs of a good king ; or who-thall reftrain 
them’ from having their own will, bat fhall*raie 
over them in an abfolute manner, according to his 
own arbitrary will and: pleafure. 1. BON 
¥.18. Then Saul drew near to Samuel-in the gate, 
&c.] Either at the door of his own houfe, juitas 
he was coming out: of it, or within the gate of 
the city; as Sau/ entered that, Samuel came to it} 
in order to go through it to the high place, which 
it is probable was without the city; wherefore ie 
is very properly faid, that Samuel canie out to 
meet them, v.14. and faid, tell me, I pray thee, 
where the feer’s boufe is; one knows not which to 
wonder at moft, the fimplicity and humility of Sa 
muei to be in fo plain an habit, unattended by fer= 
vants, and yet going toa publick feltival, fo that 
he feemed to be no, other than a common! man to 
be enquired of, whereabout. his houfe was; or the 
ignorance of Saul, ‘who. had lived 4 long in the 
world, and fo near Samuel, and yét' had never feen, 
and knew not the: chief magiitrate-in the nation, 
famous both for-his:civil and religious charagtesy * 
¥. 19. And Samuel anfwered Saul, and laid dam 
the feer, &c.} For heduppofed by enquiring for 
his houfe, that his buGnefs was with! him’? where- 
forei this he faid, not as boafting of his charactepand 
office, ‘or,in the pride! and vanity of his mind, ‘but 
merely. for information-fake: go up before me unto 
the high place, in{tead of returning home with him, 
he invited. him: to’ go*to the place f. feaftingy as 
the Largum, whither she was going t6®pardake? of 
the entertainment there; and her bids hit go®be- 
fore him, either becaufe: he was)an old ‘man, and 
could not'go his pact, or-he had bufinefs to do by 
the way, or this was in honour to’ Saaijwhonithe 
knew was to be king of J/rael: for ye foall cat with 
me to-day, he and this fervant, at chepablic feats 
be infifted upon. his: dining, or it’ may’ betrather 
fupping with himy and to-morrow Twill Tet shee 
go; for it being in the’evenina wher this feat was, 
he could not depart thate night; but mutt ftay ell 
morning; and then» he-promifed’to ditmils im : 
and will tell thee all thateisvinithine heart’; anfwer 
all queftions he had» in shis° mind to'afleihim, for 
which: he came igto the city, and enquired 
houle, » The Fews! haveoa tradition,: chat ait was 
in. the heart of Sawdthatshe fhould be a kingy hav-— 
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compaflion : decaufe their cry is come unto me; by |ing in a vifion feen himfelf placed on the topofa 
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this' 


palm-tree, which was a fign of royalty, and 
Samuel told him. 

‘y¥.20. And as for thine affes that were loft three 
days ago, &c.] Which, according to Kimchi, is 
to be underftood not of the time from whence they 
‘were loft, but to be reckoned from the time that 
Saul had been “feeking of them; Jo the Targum, 
‘sas to the bufinefs of the afles, which are loft 
to thee, and thou art come to feek them to-day. 
thefe three days :” though it is probable enough 
that the fame day they were loft, Sau/ fer’ out to 
feek them: ‘Now Samuel telling him of the afles 
that were loft, and of the time of their being loft, 
or of his feeking them, fo exactly, before ever he 
faid a word to him about them, muft at once con- 
vince him that he was a true prophet, and which 
miuft prepare him to give credit to all that he 
fhould hereafter fay to him: fet not thy mind on 
them, fer they are found, of the truth of which 
he could not doubt, after he had faid the above 
words ; and which he {aid to make his mind eafy, 
that he might the more chearfully attend the featt, 
and be the more willing to ftay all night: and on 
whom is all the defire of Ifrael? which was to Have 
a king; in this they were unanimous, and who fo 


fit and proper as Sau/ it is intimated, whom Samuel 


knew God had chofen and appointed to be king 


over them ? is it wot on thee, and on all thy father’s 


boufe ? not that the J/raelites had their eye on Saul, 
and their defire after him to be their king, though 
he was fuch an one as’ they wifhed for; but that 
as this defire of theirs was granted, it would iffue 
and terminate in him and his family ; he fhould be 
advanced to the throne, which would be attended 
with the promotion of his father’s houfe, as Abner 
particularly, who was his uncle’s fon, and was 
‘gnade the general of the army. 

y. 21. And Saul anfwered and faid, am not Ta 
Benjamite, &c.] Or the fon of Femini, the name 
of one of his’anceftors, fee ¥. 1. or rather, as the 
Targum, *a fon of the tribe of Benjamin: of the 
Jinalleft of the tribes of Ifrael? having been greatly 
reduced, even to the number of 600 men,’ by the 
fatal war between. that tribe and the reft, on account 
of the Levite’s concubine, and is called little Ben- 


hy 
his tefpeét to him, he placed his fervant, his mini« 
fter, alfo in the chief place with him; what was 
reckoned the highett and moft honourable places 
at table, fee the nore on Matt. xxiii. 6. The guefts 
were placed by the mafter of the feaft according 
to their rank ; and the dignity of the perfon, asfar - 
chi obférves, was known by his manners and place 
of fitting + which were ‘about 30 perfoxs ; more or 
lefs; Fofephus"fays 70, difagreeing with the text, 
the Ta:gum, Syriac and Arabic verfion, but agree- 
ing with the Septuagint. 

¥. 23. And Samuel faid unto the cook, &c.| That 
dreffed and prepared the food for the ‘entertain- 
ment of the guefts : bring the portion which I gave 
‘hee, to drefs; for part of the provifions of the 
feaft was Samuel’s, and the other part the peoples 
that brought the peace-offerings: of which I faid 
unto thee, fet it by thee, don’t bring it in with the 


eft, but keep it in the cook-room till called 


for. 

v.24. And the cook took up the fooulder, and 
that which was upon it, &c.] Meaning either, as 
fome think, fomefauce that was poured on it, or 
garnifh about it; or the thigh, as the Targum, and 
lo Farchi, Kimchi, and others or rather the breatft, 
as a more ancient Few fince this joined to 
the fhoulder before feparated, and in facrifices went 
along with it; though moft think this was the 
left-fhoulder and breaft, becaufe the right-fhoulder 
and breaft of the peace-offerings were given to the 
prieft, to be eaten by him and his fons, Lev. ‘vii. 
.4. but in t&ofe unfettled times, with refpect to 
facrifices, many things were difpenfed with ; and 
Samuel, though a Levite, might officiate as a prieft, 
and fo the right-fhoulder and breaft belonged to 
him as fuch-; and this beft accounts for his having 
the difpofal of it; and upon this extraordinary oc- 
cafion Saul, though not the fon of a prieft, might 
be admitted to eat of it, it being the choiceft part, 
and fit to be fet before one defigned to be king; 
and to fhew that he. was to live in friendthip with 
the priefts of the Lord, and to take care of and 
protect the minifterial function: and fet it defore 
Saul ; by the direction of Samuel no doubt, as a 
token of honour and refpect unto him ;. it bein 


jamin, Pf. \xviii. 27. and my family the leaft of all\ufual in other countries to commend the beft difhes, 
the families of the tribe of Benjamin? the {malleft}or beft pieces of flefh to the more excellent and 
in number, had the leaft fhare of authority in the|worthy perfons at tabler ; and this was, as Yo/e- 
tribe, and of land and cattle, wealth and ‘fubftarice :|phus a'calls it, a royal portion: the arm or fhoul- 
wherefore then fpeakeft thou fo to me? Saul prefently|der, efpecially’the right-arm, being a fymbol of 


underftood Samuel’s meaning, that he fhould, be 
chofen king of J/rael, the affair of a king being at 
this time in every one’s mind and mouth; but 
could not believe that one of fo fmall a tribe, and 
which f{prung from the youngeft fon of Yacob, and 
of fo mean a family, would be raifed to fuch dig- 
nity, but that a perfon of great figure and charac- 
ter would be pitched upon ; and therefore he took 
Samuel to be in joke, as ‘Fofephus™ fays, and not in 
earnett. "oS 
y.22. And Samuel took Saul, and bis fervant, 
wand brought them into the parlour, &c.). The din- 
ing-room of the houfe, which belonged to the 
high place : and made them fit in the chiefef? place 
among them that. were bidden 5 and who very pro- 
bably were the» principal: perfons in the city 5 and 


ftrength, may denote that ftrength which was ne- 
ceflary for him to bear the burden of government, 
to protect his people, and fight in defence of them ; 
and the breaft being the feat of wifdom and pru- 
dence, of affection and love, may fignify how ne- 
ceflary fuch qualities were for kingly government, 
to know how to go in and out betore the people, 
and be heartily concerned for their good: and Sa- 
muel faid, bebold, that which 1s left; not by the 
guefts, and’what they could not eat; for till Sa- 
muel came they did not begin to eat ; and as for 
this part, it was but juft brought in, and was never 
fet before the guefts, but it was left by Samuel in 


‘the hands of the cook, and referved for the ufe of 


Saul: fet-it before thee, and eat ; it was already fet 
before him, but he would have him keep it by 


yet Saul was placed at the head of ‘them by Sa-jhim, and eat of it, and make his meal of it, it 
muel, to convince him that what he had faid‘to him| being the beft difh at the table: for unto this time 
was in earneft, and to do him«honour before all|hath it deen kept for thee; by which he gave him 
the people and for the fake ofshim, and to fhew|to underftand, that he knew of his coming got 
f and, 
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hand, and thetefore had made this provifion for}defire of all J/rael being upon him, and for the, - 
him and which might ferve to perfuade him of|honour done him at the feaft, and becauie of the — 
the truth and certainty of what he had hinted to}converiation they had together afterwards: and i 
him: fince J faid 1 have invited the people ; not the|came to pajs about the Jpring of the day, or the— 
thirty perfons before-mentioned, for it does not ap-|afcents of the morning x, when day was about to- 
pear that they were invited by Samuel, but rather break, before the fun was up: that Samuel called 
by thofe who brought the peace-offerings, who had Saul to the top of the boufe, where they had con- 
a tight to invite any of their friends they thought}verfed together the evening before: /aying, up, 
fit; but by the people are meant Saul and his fer-|shat L may fend thee away; meaning not rife up 
vant; for in the eaftern languages two or three|from his bed, for he was rifen ;, but that he would 
perfons, and ‘even one, are called a people ; and] prepare to‘fet out on his journey, that Samuel might | 
this Samuel had faid to his cook, when he bid him |take his leave of him for the prefent, whem he had 
fet by the fhoulder, and what was on it, becaufe}accompanied him fome part of his way, as he in- 
he had invited fome, for whom he had defigned|tended; and he was the more urgent upon him, 
it: fo Saul did eat with Samuel that day ; they dined|becaufe there was fomething to be done before peo- 
together. ple were ftirring : and Saul arofe, and went out both 
¥. 25. And when they came down from the hieh| of them, be and Samuel, abroad; out of Samuel's 
place into the city, &cc.| After the feaft was ended ;|houfe, without doors, into the ftreet. ¥ 
and though Ramah itfelf was fituated on anemi-| y.27. And as they were going down to the end 
nence, yet it feems this high place was higher than |of the city, 8c.] ‘That end of it that led the way 
that, being without the city upon an hill, andjto the place where Seu/ was going. As this city 
therefore they are {aid to come down from the one|was built on an hill, going to the end of it was a 
to the other; or they came down from the high |declivity, a defcent: Samuel faid to Saul, bid the 
place, and then afcended the hill to the city: Sa-|/ervant pa/s on before us ; being another man’s fer- 
muel communed with Saul upon the top of the boufe | vant, he did not chufe of himfelf to bid him go 
of Samuel’s houfe ; when they were come thither,]on, but defired his mafter to order him to go be- 
Samuel took Saul up to the roof of his houfe, which|fore them, that he might not hear what Samuel had 
was flat, as the roofs of houfes in this country|to fay to Saul, or fee what he did unto him; for 
were; fee Dewt. xxii. 8. on which they could walk|as the choice of Saal to be king was to be declared 
to and fro and converfe together ; hence you read|by lot, as coming from the Lord, ail thofe pre- 
_of preaching and praying on houfe-tops, Matt. x.|cautions were taken of rifing early, and going 
27. Adis x. g. what they communed about is not}abroad, and fending the fervant before them, that 
faid, but may be gueffed at, that it was about]it might not be thought thar Samuel did this of 
Saul’s being made king ; of the certainty of it, by|himfelf: and be paffed on x his mafter bidding him: 
divine defignation; of the manner of executing | but frand thou flill a while, that he might hear the 
that office wifely and juftly ; about the objections| better, and more attentively than in walking; fuch 
Saul had made of the fmallnefs of his tribe and|a pofture was moft fitting alfo for what was to be, - 
family ; and of Samuel’s willingnefs to refign the|done, anointing him with oil: shat I may fhew thee 
government to him, with other-things of the like |she word of God ; tell him more of the mindof God ° 
kind. concerning his being king, and declare more fully 
¥. 26. And they arofe early, &c.) Neither of|the word, will and decree of God about that mat- 
them being able to fleep, as Abarbinel fappofes ;|ter, by an action which would put it out of all 
not Samuel for thinking what he was to: do the|doubt, that he was the man God defigned to be. 
next morning, anoint Sau/ king over J/rael; nor|king, as in the following chapter. 
Saul for what Samuel had hinted to him about the 
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N this chapter we read of Sau/’s being anointed [this was not an horn but a vial, which held a fmiall 
king by Samuel, y. 1. and of certain figns given}quantity, and was brittle ; and they obferve, that, 

as confirming the fame, which fhould come to pafs, |Sau/ and ebu who were. anointed with a vial, their 
and did, before Saz/ got to his father’s houfe, y.{reigns were fhort, whereas David and Solomon who 
2—13. of his arrival at his father’s houfe, and of|were anointed with a horn, their reigns were long 5 
what. paffed between him and his uncle there, y.{and as oil is a fymbol of the gifts and graces of 
14-16. of Samuel’s calling all [/rael together at|the Spirit, it may denote a fmaller méafure con- 
Mizpeb, and of the election of Sau] by lot to be|ferred on Saul than on David and Solomon: and 
king, and of his being declared fuch, ¥. 17—25.|Aiffed him congratulating him on the dignity he 
and of his return to his city, being refpected by| was raifed to, and-in reverence and refpeét to himy 
fome, and defpifed by others, ¥. 26, 27. becaufe of the high office he was atrived to; and 
as a token of fubjection and homage, and to tefs 

¥. 1. Then Samuel took a vial of oil, &c.] Out} tify his well-pleafednefs in his being king, and that 
of his pocket very probably, which he brought/he readily, willingly, and with pleafure réfigned 
along with him on purpofe for the ufé he made of|the government to him: and faid, is it not becaufe 
it: this, as the ews” fay, was not the anointing|the Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over bis 
oil that was in the tabernacle, which was at an-|imberitance? the people of I/rael fo called, Deur, 
othet and diftant place, and with which only the|xxxii. 9, and which is obferved here to fhew, that 
kings of the houfe of David were anointed; but|though Sau/ was anointed king over them, they 
common oil, or, as they fay, oil of balfam,; and] were the Lord’s poffeffion ftill, and he was accounts 


able 
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able to him for his government and ufage of them, |fcribed, the words related exprefsly they fhould 
over whom he was to be a captain, leader and| fay to him when he met them, and thefe exactly 
commander, to go before them, and fight their}coming to pafs, would moft clearly prove Samuel 
battles for them, of which his being anointed with|to be a true prophet, and confirm Sau/ in the be- 
oil was a token; and therefore it is faid, 2s 7¢ mot, or|lief of what he had faid and done to him con- 
doft thou not fee by this? or knoweft thou not,|cerning the kingdom. Another fign follows. 
as R. I/aiah fupplies it, that this is of the Lord?) 4.3. Then fhalt thou go on forward from thence, 
for it was the Lord that anointed him, or Samuel|&c.]_ From Zelzab and Rachel’s fepulchre there : 
by his orders; and fuch queftions as thefe, as|and thou fhalt come to the plain of Tabor ; not that 
Kimchi obferyes, are for the greater confirmation|which lay at the bottom of the famous and well- : 
of what is fpoken; and if Sau/ had any doubt|/known mountain Yador ; for that was in the tribe 
upon his mind, as perhaps he might, becaufe of |of Zebulun, at a great diftance from hence ; but a 
his meannefs, and the high honour defigned hereby, |plain, fo called perhaps from the name of the 
not only this queftion is put, but three following }owner of it: and there fall meet thee three men go- 
figns are given him, whereby he might be affured |ing up to God to Bethel; the fame with Luz, where 
of the truth of it. Facod built an altar, and called upon God ; and 
y¥. 2. When thou art departed from me to-day, \{o Elobim-Beth-el here, is the fame with E/-Betb-el, 
&c.] Not as foon as he was departed, for he had|Gez. xxxv. 6, 7. Here was an high place as at 
fome few miles to go from Ramab to Rachel’s|Ramab, whither in thofe times, when there was no 
grave near Bethlehem: thou fhalt find two men by|\fixed place for worfhip, the tabernacle at one place, 
Rachel's fepulchre, in the border of Benjamin, at\and the ark at another, the people went up to wor- 
Zelzah , the Fews move a difficulty here, that Ra-|fhip; and they might the rather chufe this, becaufe 
chel’s fepulchre fhould be faid to be in the border|it was a place devoted to the worfhip and fervice 
of Benjamin, when it was by Bethlebem-ephrath, injof God by their father Facob ; fo the Targum para- 
the tribe of Fudab, Gen. xxxv..19. Mic. v. 2. and|phrafes it, ‘* going up to worfhip God in Bethel ;” 
which they folve by obferving, that thefe men were|!o0 Fo/ephus *, they were going thither to pray, and 
now, at the time Samuel was {peaking, by the grave] as it feems by what follows, to facrifice: one carry- 
of Rachel, but as they were coming on he would|ing three kids ; which were ufed in facrifice, and 
meet them at Ze/zah, in the border of Benjamin~;| were a pretty heavy load if carried far; though, 
but there is no need of this, Rachel’s grave was|according to Fo/epbus*, it was but one kid: and 
not at Bethlehem, but in the way to it; and befides,| another carrying three loaves of bread, for the min- 
as thefe two tribes were contiguous, and this city|chah, the meat-offering, or rather bread-offering, 
being on the borders of both, it might be faid at| Zev. ii. 4. and another carrying a bottle of wine 5 
one time to be in the border of Benjamin, and at|for the drink-offering, the fourth part of an hin 
another in the border of Judah, or in Fudah, with-|of wine being required for each kid, Numb. xv. 
out any contradiction. Of, Zelzab we no where|5, 11. This bottle, Ben Melech fays, was a bottle 
elfe read, but it is plain it was near the fepulchre|made of fkin, a leathern bottle or bag, or a pot- 
of Rachel, and perhaps nearer than Bethlebem...The|ter’s veflel or pitcher ; the Targum renders it, a 
Arabic geographer * {peaks of Rachel’s grave, as in| flagon of wine. 
the mid-way between Feru/alem and Bethlebem, and| y.4. And they will falute thee, &c.] _ Not as 
fays, there were 12 {tones upon it, anda ftone-|king, of which they knew nothing, but in a com- 
arched vault over it; and the fame is afirmed by|mon way ; and though a ftranger and unknown to 
Benjamin of Tudela®, who makes it to be but half|them, yet finding their hearts difpofed and affected 
a.mile from Bethlehem. ‘Farchi would have Zelzab|towards. him, would enquire of his welfare, and 
to be the fame with Feru/alem, which is not pro-|wifh him all happinefs, peace and profperity : and 
bable: and they will fay unto thee, the affes which\give thee two loaves of bread, which was pretty . 
thou wenteft to Jeek are found; as Samuel had before| much that they fhould give him two out of three, 
told Saul they were, ch. ix. 20. and lo, thy father\and leave but one for themfelves, and efpecially if ° 
bath left the care of the affes; or had left all|they were going to facrifice,; but perhaps they 
thoughts about them, and concern for them, not{knew they could buy more bread at Bethel, and 
minding whether he heard of them or no, and this|fo were difpofed to give two of their loaves to Sau/, 
before they were found ; or otherwife it would have}one for himfelf, and another for his fervant; tho’ 
been no ftrange thing to drop all thoughts about|Kimchi thinks, that thefe are not the fame before 
them, when they were found: and forroweth for|called loaves; and indeed the word Joaves is not 
you; for Saul, and his fervant; fuch was the an-]in the text, but cakes of bread, which were lefler 
xiety and diftrefs of his mind left any evil fhould|than loaves, and which'they carried for their own 
befal them, having been gone fo long in queft of|ufe, befides three loaves of bread: which thou 
the affes, that he had as it-were forgot them, and |/balt receive of their hands being fent out by Sa- 
loft all care and concern about them, in compari-|zuel early that morning without eating any food, ° 
fon of his fon and fervant; but efpecially his. for-|and having travelled fome miles, might become 
row rofe high for his fon, as follows : /aying, what|weary and faint, and which the three men might 
fhall 1 do for my fon? though he was concerned for |difcern, and fo had compaffion on them, and re- 
his fervant, yet moft for his fon; he might havejlieved them ; and Sau/ was not to refufe the offer of 
another fervant, and not another fon, and Sau/|them, but take them at their hands, though he 
feems to be his only one, which made his grief for|was anointed to be king and this was to teach 
him the greater, fee 1 Chron. viii. 33. and ix. 39.|him humility, and to be kind to the poor and 
Now as thefe were contingent events here foretold,|needy, and relieve them when he was in more ele- 
as meeting with two men at a. certain place de- vated circumflances. All thefe aétions alfo were 
) con- 
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man; for the Spirit of God would not only operate 
on him in that way, as to fit him for compofin; 
and finging pfalms and hymns, but-inipire hi 
with wifdom, and prudence, and greatnels of mind, © 
and with every qualification neceffary for a king} 
fo that he would appear quite another man’ than 
he was before, in his ‘outward behaviour, as well 
as in the endowments of his mind ; and from a ru- 
ftic, an ‘hufbandman, ‘a’ farmer’s: fon, would ap- 
pear with the’ air’of a prince, and in the ‘majefty 
of aking; and, as Procopius Gazeus, have’a royal’ 
mind or heart given him. + ie 
Yo! And let it be when thefe fiens are come unto. 
thee, &c.] © And are all) fulfilled, efpecially the’ - 
laft: that thou do as occafion fall serve thee; as 
his circumftances would require, and ‘as he in his’ 
great wifdom and prudence, with which he fhould 
now be furnifhed,| would fee neceflary to prepare 
for his \taking upon him ‘the kingdom he was 
anointed to) and would’be in a little time openly 
choien to, and invefted with. Some underftand 
this of royal ornaments befitting a king, or of pre- 
paring larms for the defénce of tae kingdom : for’ 
God is with thee, or the Word of the Lord is 
help, as the Targum,. and’ therefore he need not fear’ 
engaging in any enterprize that might be for the’ 
glory of God, and good of the kingdom. ©) 7" 
¥. 8. And thou fhalt go down before me to Gilgal,’ 
&c.] Notimmediately ; for the firft fummons of the’ 
people, and of ‘Sa#/, and the firft meeting of them’ 
by Samuel were at Mizpeb, where Saul was chofen’ 
by lot; nor the firft time’ of Sal's being at Gil’ 
gal, when the kingdom was renewed’; ‘for Sau} 
had no:need'to wait feven'days there, finée he and? 
Samuel went together, ch, xi. 14.) rather at the? 
fecond’ time’ of ‘his being there, where not flaying” 


contingents, and, when they. ‘came to» pafs, as they 
did, mutt be {till more confirming than the former 
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: ren 5. After that thou fhalt come tothe bill of God, 
&c.] .The.Largum isthe hill. in which was the 
ark of the Lord, and that was in the houfe of 4éi- 
nadab,, on.a hill. in, the city of Kirjath-jearim, ‘ch. 
vii. 1, and, fo the\fewif commentators generally 
interpret this, hilh of God of Kinjath-jearim,, but 
rather it. was Geba, a city of Benjamin, partly be- 
caufe by this. time! he muft, have got out of the 
tribe of. Fudab into the tribe of Benjamin, and even 
almoft,to,the end) of his journey, apd among thofe, 
that were his relations, \y\11; 14) and partly, bes 
caufe it is. certain there was a garrifon\of) the PAi- 
liftines iat. Geba, ch. xiii.|.g. as there: was at this 
place, as\follows :,cwherg is the garrifon of the Phi- 
liftines 5 which they were allowed by thevterms‘of 
peace .made) between , J/reel and them; er which’ 
through, their growing, power over them in the lat- 
ter days of, Samuel they placed’ there, and which 
yet they kept, without giving»the people any mo- 
leftation in their worfhip and fervice : and it :/ball 
come. to, pals when thou.,art,.come thither, to the 
city; tothe city, Geba, or nearits set thew foalt 
meet. a company.of prophets ;, of Scribes, asthe Tar+ 
gum, which.were, \as, Kimchi. obferves;) difciples 5 
for the difciples of the,wifemen were called Scribes; 
and thefe were the. difciplesof-prophets, the fame 
with the fons, of the. prophets);\:and the prophets 
that wereat this\ time, \as he fays, from £4 to. Da- 
vid, were Elkanah, Samuel, Gad;\ Nathan, Afeph, 
Heman.and Feduthun ; here, was a f{chool, or college 
of young prophets,,, where they: were trained) up 
under the’care! and. tuition; of one, or -other of the 
above prophets, in the knowledge of the 'word ‘of 
God, in pfalmody,, and,éther) religious exercifes ; 
for though,.the,wordvof,the Lord was) fearcer and 
precious in the beginning of Samuel's time, yet 
throughrhisindnftry,, influence and encouragement 
divine knowledge. was; gueatly: promoted, and many 
were, trained up and. qualified,'to inftruét the peo- 
ples; whoj, thoughithey ;had snot: thei'gift of fore- 
telling future events, or of the vifion of prophecy, 
yet had ,gifts\qualifying, for the edification of the 
peoples and outof thefe fchools.and colleges God 
fometimes, raided wp -prophets | in theyhighelt fenfe, 
who, foretold |things, to| come,;and) to:whom. the 
Lord, appeared in \dreams and vifions.., And this 
company Saul, would |\meetncoming, down fromthe 
high. plage,s,where,they dad »been to. \worfhip; ‘to 
facrifice, orto) pray, for here; was an high place for 
fuch fervice,) as well,as,at Ramah: with a pfaltery, 
ond..a tabret,\and a pipes and.aiharp before them ; 
which were feveral inftruments of mufic uledin fing- 
ing, praifes; to\God, in, thofe times } sandethey shall 
propbesrs oF praife,| as, the, Largum\; fing \praifes 
at_the fame.time they played. on -their \inftruments 
of |mulig,;,, and; finging praifes:is;ene:fort of pro- 
phefying; &e 1, Chromexxyat, 25 /3./ and invwhich 
fenfe itfegms tobe; used inia Coroxi..4yi sg. on 


was two years after this, ch. xiii. 1, 8,13. though” 
it:may. be this was a general rule to’ be ob‘erved* 
by Saul, that whenever any thing turned up of? 
importance to the ‘children ‘of J/rae), “and*was a’ 
difficulty with him, he*fhould'go to'Gilgal,/and theie® 
wait feven days tor Samuel, trom the time he gave* 
him notice of it; who-would come at ‘the appoint-" 
éd timey and would’ give him whart/ad¥ice “and jh’? 
ftruétions were neceflary’; ‘and this place"was “the? 
rather appointed, becauteit was the place® where * 
the Vraelites. firft pitched their camp when: they’ 
came: over ‘¥ordan, :and-where the ‘tabernacle firft® 
was; and where prayer and facrifices were wont to ’ 
be made and where the’ kingdom of Saaz? was ‘re-" 
newed }'and’ which’ lay ‘convenient for all the tribes, 

both on the one and the other fide of Fordad ? and’ 
bebold, Twill come down'to thee 'to offer burnt-offer-* 
ings; and tovfacrifice: facrifices of peace-offerings ;\ 10™. 
he'did when the kingdom'‘was renewed, and Sau/* 
was confirmed in it;'ch.'xi. 15. but two years after, ! 
Sul nov ftaying the full time, he offered them him- ’ 
{elf by another, for which he was -reproved, ‘ch. i 
xiii, g—~13! feven days foalt thou tarry, till T come 
vv | to thee , either from the time of the notice he fhould * 
¥. 6. And: the fpirit of the Lord will | come, upon 
thee,. Sic. }.45 As \a, {pirit of, prophecy, f the: Tar- 
gum whereby +he would 'be;enabled at-once to com- 
pofe pfalms,and: hymns of spraife, and) fing them 
in}a proper manner,| though he had not been: train- 
ed up in,this;exercifg jn the {chool, of the prophets; 
which made .it.more-wonderful to .thofe that! knew 
him,;, and thou fhalt prophefy with them; or praife 
with them, as the fame Zargum ; join with them in d tur) 
finging.praifes, and perfortm: this. fetvite.imian or-| back'to'go\from Samuel) 8c.) Wher‘he had ' 
derly manner, as if he-had* been inftruéted in it, | his leave of him, and‘fet forward on his journ 
and ufed to it: and Logit be turned into another|God gave him another heart; notin a moral 


of his artival there; for it can by no means be uns" 
derftood as from the.time of his’ prefent departure” 
from him, ‘forthe reafons before given : and fhe’ 
thee what thou foalt do sin the then prefent df 
gency-or difficulty on his hands , and this’he faid * 


government laid upon him. ne 
¥. 9. And it was fo, that when be had turned bis 
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the ‘time ‘quite up,’ was reproved' for it, which? | 


give to Samuel of his going thither, or from the time. 
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ritual fenfe, not a new heart, and new a fpirit, as in| was the cafe of Anos: therefore it became a pros 
converfion, but in a civil fenfe, aright,heart, a| verb, is Saul-aljo among the prophets? that when a 
heart fit for governments, filled with wifdom and | perfon of a mean parentage, and of a low life and 
prudence to rule a people; with courage and mag: jeducation, Was’ raifed up to any degree of dignit 
nanimity to proteét and defend them againft their |in facredyand civil things, they ufed to apply this 
enemies, and. fight for them ;\a heart not taken | proverbial expreffion to him, or fpeak of him in 
up with the affairs of hufbandry, with care for his| this manners)7s Saud among the prophets ? 
father’s.afles, and looking aftershis herds, but filled |\ ¥.13. dnd when be had made an end of prophefy~ 
with. concern. for, the, civil welfare of J/rae/, and |img, &c.] For, as Procopius Gazaeus oblerves, he 
with fchemes and contrivances for their geod, and |had’ not the’ gift of prophecy always ; it did not 
with warm refolutions to deliver them out! of the {continue with him; but like that’ of the feventy 
hands of their enemies\: and all thefe. figns came to} elders in the times of Moj/es, it was defigned to make 
pas that days the two firft which are notiparticularly | him refpeétable among the people, and to be taken 
mentioned as fulfilled, being mora private, as find- | notice of as a perfon that God had honoured with 4 
ing two men ac Kachel’s tepulchre, and. meeting | peculiar gift, that fo when he fhould be chofen 
withi three, others, going, to |Betbel,, which:came to | king, they would the! more readily receive him $ 
pals juft, as. they were defcribed); and the third, |e came to the high place, to return thanks to God 
which was more public, and gave Sau/ more.reve-|for the gift beftowed on him, and for that high 
rence and refpect among the people, is next parti-| honour and dignity he was raifed unto, of which 
cularly obferved. he had private knowledge; and to’ pray to God 
y¥..10. When, they came thither tothe bill, &c.]\to:fit-him’ more and’more for government, and 
Or to. Gibeab, as the Largum, and fo Fofephus*:|to affift him in it, and help him to difcharge his 
Lebold, a.company of prophets met hims as foretold, | office in a wile and faithful manner. 
¥. 5. .and the [pirit of the Lordicame upon him, and| y.14. And Saul’s uncle fatd unto him, and to bis 
he prophefied among them); the {pirit.of prophecy, as | /ervant, whither went yé? &ec.] Since they had been 
the Targum, and he. fung praifes:among them 5 he|abfent-fo long a time.* ‘This was. his‘ father’s bro- 
joined with, them in their pfalmody, and performed |ther, as the Targum, and fo Agud/a ; whofe name. 
it as regularly as if he had. been’ brought'up with | was Ner, the father of Abner, ch. xiv. 50, 51. who 
them, The ews. fay‘, he prophefied of the world} met with him at-the high place, or found him in 
to come, of, Gog and Magog; and of the rewards {the city, in his father’s houfeitmay be. Fo/ephus * 
of the righteous, and. of the punifhment of the |fays, Sea/ went into the’ houfé of’ his kinfman _4- 
wicked), © byte’ lund, 1 ner, whom -he loved above all his relations, and 
ia D1. And it. came, to pals, that whenvall:that| that it wasche that difcourfed with Saul, and afke 
knew. bim, before -time, 8c.) As there muft:bemany |him the queftions before and after related: and be 
that. perfonally knew. him, and were acquainted | /aid, to feek the affes; he firft obferves the end of 
with him, | fince Gibeab, the place he was. near: to, |rheir going,’ the bufinefs they went upon, in which 
was his native place :, faw;, that bebold, bexprophe-|\ not fucceeding, then he anfwers more directly ta’ 
fied among, the prophets ;,or praifed among'them,‘as|the queftion : and when we faw that they were no 
the Zargam, fung pfalms and, hymns with them: |where ; could not fee them, nor find them any’ 
what is this that. is come unto the fon of Kifo ?’a\ where, or hear of them where they. went; we 
ruftic, a plebeian, that never was in the {chool of} came to Samuel ,.at Ramab, to enquire of him, if 
the prophets, or Jearned. mufic, and yet is as‘dex- | he could direct us which way to go, and what me- 
trous jat.it as any of them: is Sau/ al/o among. the |thods to take, to find the affes. 


prophets 2 an hufbandman,an herdfman'that looked| |. 15. dnd Sauls uncle faid, &c.] On hearing 
after his father’s farms, -fields and. cattle,.and now 


he had ‘been’ with Samuel, and perceiving fo great 
among the prophets of the Lord; bearing his part | an alteration'in Saa/, perhaps he began to fufpect 
with «thera, and . performing it as well: as: any ‘of | fomething’ about the kingdom; it being what every~ 
them: this, was matter of wonder to thofe: who| one was talking of, and fufpecting every day to 
Isnew his perfon, family, and,,education ; :andfo:it| hear from Samuel who fhould be‘king, according 
was equally, matter of admiration that Saul the\per-| to the. Lord’s appointment : tel? me, I pray thee, 
fecutor,,one,of the fame tribe, fhould:beamonp| what Samuel faid unto you ; the earneftnefs with’ 
the preachers,of the gofpel, 4éfslixo210 9261 ¢ 


‘uc|whichhe put this queftion feems to confirm the’ 
y¥.12, dnd one of the fame place anfwered, and feid,| above conjecture. 
&c.} .Qne of thefame-city, ‘and in the fame.com= 


: yii06. And Saul faid unto his uncle, &c.] In 
pany, that,exprefled, theizyadmiration at, what. was’ arifwer-to his queftion: be told us plainly the affes 
come to, Sau/,,and,atywhat;he did, and wondering 


were found ; or in telling told us* ;'not only plainly 
how he cameyinto fuch company, and to have fuch: 


i in: fo many ‘words, but he affirmed it with’ the 
a gift, who, was,of fo, meanan education :dut who 


ereateft’ certainty that the affes. were found, and 
is) their father ?. the father, of. the prophets ;ctheir) we need® not’ give ‘ourfelves farther trouble about 
fathers were, not prophets,-no nore than Saul’swass'| them : bat of the matter of the kingdom, whereof 
their, father. that, taught,them) is therLord) and he 


Samuel [pake, he told bim uot ;' he faid not one word 
owas, able, to,teach, Sau/, and beftow on him the gift 


about.that;' which is commonly afcribed to his mo- 
of prophecy; as well as dn,them ;\:and fo the:Zar- 


defty s°orhe might concéal it, as Fo/ephus * ob- 
Lui, 2bo,is their mafter &, or teacher; for though ferves, beeaufe hé thought it would not be believed 
they | might, have an, under-mafter or teachery/\as: 


by hig rélationsy or might’réate in them envy to 
Samuel, or, another prophet, cyet their:chiefiteacher: 


him’; ‘and’ befides;-he knew it was the pleafure of 
was God, ;;who could and.did:givé:men the gift of | Samuel that it fhould’ be ‘kept a fecret until. the! 
prophecy, and even-in, the higheft fenfe, who had| eleétion by lot was over, left it fhould be thought 
neither prophets for their)fathers, :nor: were indeed. 


to proceed from! Samuel himfelf ; and Sau? chofe: it 
trained yp in. any.of the/{chgols of the prophets,which| fhould-remain fo; that it might not be thought to’ 
ger oy Yo #9199. ji ls si] DNS MOWkIU U9 AH! -o 1] OStOms d oJ yy aes 
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be of his own feeking ; and by keeping it from his 
relations and friends, it would be a clear cafe, that 
he did not make intereft for it. 

y. 17. And Samuel called the people together unto 
the Lord at Mizpeb.] Not that in Gilead, but in 
the tribe of Benjamin, where the people had been 
before convened on a certain occafion, ch. vil. 5- 
and the people called together could not be every 
individual of the nation, but the heads and elders 
of the people, their reprefentatives, and who were 
fummoned by the orders of Samue/, perhaps by an 
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to come.near, 8cc.] The heads and reprefentatives 
of them, to the place where the lots were caft: 
the tribe of Benjamin was taken; the lot fell upon . 
that tribe for the choice of a king out of it; not 
the tribe of Reuben, who was the firft-born, nor 
the tribe of Fudab, to whom the kingdom was 
promifed, but the tribe of Benjamin, the leaft. of 
all the tribes, and which fprung from the youngeft 
fon of Facob, contrary, as it were probable, to the 
expectation of all. | 


¥. 21. Adnd-when he bad caufed the tribe of Ben- 


herald making proclamation and cry of the fame, |jamin to come near by their families, 8c.) By the 


as the word fignifies ; and thefe were gathered to- 
gether to the Lord, to, have the following affair 
tranfasted before him, and under his guidance and 
dire@tion; the prieft perhaps being here with the 
Urim and Thummim, as Kimchi thinks, and who 
alfo conjeétures, that the ark might be brought 
hither at this time, the fymbol of the divine pre- 
fence ; though where-ever the church and people 
of God were gathered together in his name, in a 
folemn manner,-there the Lord was. 

y¥. 18. And faid unto the children of Irael, &c.] 
In the name of the Lord ufing the phrafe which 
the prophets ufed when they fpoke in the name of 
the Lord: thus faith the Lord God of Ijrael ; the 
great Jehovah, the Being of beings, the Covenant- 
God of his people J/rael: I brought up Ijrael out 
of Egypt; when in bondage there, with a mighty 
hand and ftretched-out arm, by means of figns and 
wonders done by the hands of Mofes and Aaron ; 
the Lord working mightily with them, and there- 
by enclining Pharaoh and his people to let them 
go: and.delivered you out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians ; at the Red-fea, drowning them in it, when 
they threatened J/rae/ with an utter deftruction: 
and out of the hand. of all kingdoms, and of them 
that oppreffed you , as the Arabic writers, the king- 
doms of Og and Ba/ban in their way to Canaan, 
and the Mefopotamians, Moabites, Canaanites, Mi- 
dianites, Ammonites and Philiftines, 1n the times of 
the judges ; all which is obferved to fhew their in- 
gratitude, and aggravate their guilt. 
_ ¥. 19. And ye have this day rejected your God, 
&c.]. As their king, by defiring another to be 


heads of them, to have lots caft for them, out of 
which of the families the king fhould be chofen : 
the family of Matri was taken; that is, by lot; the 
lot fell upon that family for the choice of a king 
out of them: in the account of the families of the 
tribe ,of Benjamin, 1 Chron. viii. no mention is © 
made of this family, nor any where elfe, and yet 
no doubt there was fuch a family, and Saul was of 
it; it feems to have its name from the butt or 
mark arrows were fhot at; fome of the Benjamin- 
ites being famous for their fkill in darting and fling- 
ing, and perhaps this family might be fo: and 
Saul the fon of Kifh was taken, the lot being caft 
upon the men in the family of Mairi, though 
it is not exprefled, fell upon Sau/; for ‘though he 
was not there, as Farchi obferves, the lot fell upon 
him; for their names were written ona piece of 
paper, and put into a box, and the prophet put in 
his hand and took out one, and on that was the 
name of Saul, and this was the manner of the lot: 
and when they fought him, he could not be found ; 
becaufe he had hid himfelf, as in the néxt verfe; 
it is very probable, and indeed plain, that he was in 
this affembly at the firft opening of it; and knowing” 
what Samuel had faid and done to him, and per- 
ceiving in what way the lot was going concerning: 
the fame, the tribe of Benjamin being taken; he 
concluded show it would iffue, and therefore left 
the affembly, and hid himfelf, as follows. 

¥.22. Therefore they enquired of the Lord far- 
ther, &c.] Or again, by lot, by which they knew” 
who the perfon was that was chofen king, but they 
did not know where he was, and therefore enquire 


fet over them: who himfelf faved you out of all\farther how they muft come at him ; ‘and this ‘en=" 
your adverfities and your tribulations , that they had|quiry was. made either before the high-prieft by 
been in at.any time in Zgyp/, in their paflage thro’ |Urim and Thummim, ‘or by Samuel the’ prophet of 


the wildernefs to.Canaan,-and after they were fet- 


the Lord : and the enquiry was, if ‘the man fhould 


tled there; ye bave faid unto him, nay, but fet alyet come thither; whether he was alréady come, or 


king over us; they did. as good as fay God-fhould 
not be their king, but they would have one fet 
over them like the kings. of the, nations. about 
them ; Samuel reminds them of. this their requeft 
and refolution to have a king, which they, had ex- 
prefied fome time ago, that it might, appear to 
them that this was wholly of their own, feeking ; 
the motion came from themfelves, and not from 
the Lord, nor from. Samuel, and therefore what- 
ever ill confequences might follow upon it,-: they 
had none to blame but themfelves : now. therefore 
prefent. yourfelves before the Lord by your tribes, and 
by your thoufands ; by the heads of their tribes, and 
by the rulers of the thoufands into which their 
tribes were divided, that.it might be known either 
by Urim and-Thummim, or rather by cafting lots, 
out of which tribe, and out of which thoufand, 
houfe and family in it, their king was to be’chofen; 
which method, as it would clearly appear to be 
a choice dire¢ted by the Lord, fo it would pre- 
vent all contention and difcord among them- 
felves. . 

¥. 20. And: when Samuel bad caufed all the tribes 


| 


would come there, and if not; what methods they 
muft take to find him: axd the Lord’anfwered, be=° 
hold, be bath bid bimfelf among the fiuff ; the word 
fignifies houfhold-ftuff, -veffels, utenfils} arms, &@¢. 
which the people had brought along with them for | 
their ufe, and were laid up in fome one place ; and. 
among thefe baggages Sau/ hid himfelf, hoping 
that if he was not found they would proceed to 
another. choice, fo free from ambition was he, and 
fuch was his modefty ; nor-does this feem to be af- 
fected and diffembled, but real ; though afterwards, 
when ‘he was fettled in the kingdom, he did not’ 
care to. part with it, and fought to kill David, ~ 
whom he looked upon as his ‘rival: there were» 
many things which how concurred, that made him © 
unealy and unwilling to affume the government of 
the people; partly the envy and ill wilkof fome’ ~ 


of them, which he muft expect; thiefly the fenfe | —— 


he had of his own unfitnefs for fuch an office, be-— 
ing of a mean family, and having had fo mean:’ 
an education, and fo little knowledge of the max- 
ims of government; and befides, muft at once, as _ 
foon as on the throne, enter into a war with the 
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Ammonites; but what might moft of all diftrefs}recourfe might be had to it, at any time, at leaft by 
him, he perceived by Samuel's {peech to the peo-/a prieft, and where it would be fafe, and be pre- 
ple, that the affair of a king was dilpleafing to the] ferved to future times : and Samuel fent all the peo- 
-Lord, though he condefcended to grant the peo-|p/e away, every man to his houfe ; for though Saul 
ples requeft ; and therefore what comfort ‘and hap-|was chofen king, he did not take upon him the 
pinefs could he expect in fuch a fituation? exercife of ‘government directly, but left it to Sa- 
¥. 23. And they ran and fetched bim thence; 8c.]\muel to difmils the people, who had been for many 
Being in hafte to fee their king elect, and proclaim years their chief magiftrate. 
him: and when be frood among the people, being] y.26. And Saul alfo went home to Gibeah, &c.] His 
brought among them, and prefented to them :Jnative place, where was his father’s houfe, to which 
he was higher than any of the people, from the fhoul-\he retired ; where were no royal palace, or princely 
ders, and upwards; which made him look very|court, nor any of the enfigns of kingly majefty ; 
graceful and majeftic; height of ftature, and aland whither it does not appear that he was followed 
comely form, as Kimchi obierves, recommend to|by the nobility or princes of the tribes, only ac- 
royal dignity ; and make the people ftand more in companied by a few men, as next obferved: and 
awe of a prince, and have always been reckoned |there went with him a band of men an army, or 
ameng all other nations to’ make a prince venera-|part of one; they feem to be military men, at leaft 
ble, fee the note on ch. ix, 2.) ~ men of ftrength, valour and courage; gallant 
¥.24. And Samuel faid to all the people,. fee ye\men, who, in honour to their king elect, freely 
hin whom the Lord hath chofen, &c.} For theloffered themfelves to be his body-guard, however, 
choice being made by lot, the difpofal of whichjuntil he was come to his houfé at Gideah ; the Tar- 
is of the Lord, it is: properly attributed to him,|eum is only, * fome of the people :” whofe heart 
and the people could not object to it, but muft al-]God had touched; and inclined to thew honour and 
low it was the Lord’s doing. | Eupolemus *, an hea- refpect to their king; the Targum defcribes them, 
then writer, fays, that Saw/ was made king by Sa-|** men that feared to fin, and in whofe hearts the 
muel by the counfel or will of God; and Samuellfear of God was put.” 
appeals to their eyes for the goodnels of the choice,} y. 27. But the children of Belial faid, &c.} 
a better could not have been made: that there is| Wicked, diffolute, lawlefs perfons; men with- 
none like him among the people, fo graceful, folout a yoke, as the word fignifies, who did not 
ftately, fo prince-like and majeftic; they wanted to|care to be under the yoke of government, at leaft 
have a king like fuch the nations had; and Sau/|not under the yoke of Sau/; and thefe might 
was fuch an one, had all the outward appearance/be men of wealth, and of largér tribes, and bet- 
of grandeur that could be wifhed for, and which|ter families than Seu/ was of, and therefore envied 
in other nations recommended perfons to the im-|him, and thought themfelves fitter for government 
perial dignity : and all the people foouted; made ajthan he was; and in a jeering fcornful manner 
general buzza: and faid, God fave the king , or let {aid, how fhall this man fave us? whofe family is 
the king live’ ; they owned and faluted him as their|fo mean, and whofe tribe is fo fmall, that they 
king, and prayed he might live long to reign over |can give but little affiftance to deliver us out of 
them ; the Targum is, ‘let the king profper ;”|the hands of our enemies, the Pdiliffines and Am- 
let his reign be profperous and glorious, and let |monites ; intimating, that a king ought to have 
him enjoy all health and happinefs, peace and pro-|been of a rich family, and a large tribe, and a 
fperity. prince in it, whofe intereft and influence were great, 
¥.25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of \not only in his own tribe, but in others, which 
the kingdom, &c.) According to Ben Gerfom, he|would enable him to engage in war with an enemy, 
laid before them the power a king had over hisjand protect the: people; but what, as if they 
people, and the punifhment he might inflict upon|fhould fay, can be expected from ¢his man ? this 
them, if they rebelled againft him; and fome think|mean contemptible man, of no birth nor fortune, 
this is the fame he delivered in ch. viii. concerning/brought up in an obfcure manner, and altogether: 
the arbitrary power of their kings, and how theyjinexpert in things civil and military ? and they de- 
would be ufed by them; and which he here re-|/pifed him; on account of the above things, not 
peated, and then wrote it, that it might be a tefti-Jonly in their hearts, but fpared not to fpeak out, 
mony ayainft them hereafter; with which what Yo-land ufe opprobrious language, and with which their 
Jepbus™ {ays pretty much agrees, that in the hearing|a€tions and conduét agreed: and brought kim no 
of the king he foretold what would befal them, and|pre/ents ; as others did, and as it was ufual when 
then wrote it, and laid it up, that it might be aja king came tothe throne; nor were any vifits made 
witnefs of his predictions ; but that in ch. viii.funto him, in token of their fubjection to him, and 
Samuel faid, was the manner of their king, or how|complacency in him, and by way of congratula- 
he would ufe them, but this the manner of the|tion of him, fee 1 Kingsiv. 21. 2 Chron. xvii. ige*the 
kingdom, and how the government of it was to|Zargum is, they did not falute him, or afk of his 
be managed and fubmitted to, what was the office of |welfare : but be held bis peace; or was as one that 
aking, and what the duties of the fubject ; and yet|is deaf and dumb°, took no notice of what they 
was different from, at leaft not the fame with that|{aid, as if he was deaf and heard it not, ‘and was 
in Deut. xvii. 15, 16, 17. for that had been writ-]as filent as if he had been a dumb man, which 
ten and laid up already : and wrote it in a book,|fhewed his wifdom and prudence; for had he 
and laid it up before the Lord; in the ark of theltaken notice of them, he mutt have punifhed: them, 
Lord, as Kimchi ; or rather by the ark of the Lord,|and he judged it more advifeable to ule lenity and 
on one fide of it, as Ben Gerfom ; or bett of all, as|mildnefs, and not. begin his reign with contention 
Fofepbus", in the tabernacle of the Lord, where!and bloodthed, ; 
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\ HIS: chapter Bape sek diftrefs. the fe tee fout, dey wouldibe asrblind men; he-di nufe 
tants of ‘Fabeh-gilead were in on account of, to have both their eyes thruft out, for them they 
the Ammonites, ¥. 1—3. upon which they fent mef-| could have been of no. ufe and fervi 
fengers to Sau/, whofe fpirit was immediately ftir-|flaves or tributaries : and lay it fora re 
red up to help them, ye 4—6. and. prepared for! ai I/rael; that they did not come up te 
ir, and came (up foon enough for their relief, and! of their brethren, and defend them, and fy 
flew their enemies, ¥. 71k which gained. him ing that they muft. all expect. aes fame} treatment 
much honour and reputation among the people,|fromhim. 0 «) fe 
and occafioned the renewal of the kiggném tohim,| ¥. 3. 4nd the elders of Fabelb mais ‘bree 
Youd DHig. inp magittrates and principal men of the city: give us 
i yw leven days refpite, that we may fend meffengers to i 
¥. 1, Then Nobaft the Ammowite came up, and\ the coajts of Ifraels that is, ceafe from befieging — 
encamped againft Fabefe-gilead, 8c | A month af-jthem, from throwing in doslied into the city, or 
ter, as in the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions,} othe: *miffive » weapons, and from attempting, 
that is, a month after Sau] was chofen king ; fo| break open the gates, or break vee of A 
Jofephus »: this prince was preparing for war apaintt it, and ftorm it; fuch a fpace of time defire, 
Lfrael before, which they hearing of, requefted they| which was as little as could be granted and — 
might have a king: to go before them in bat tle, | return in, and without this it would 4 
ch. xii..12. but now he actually marched from his| proach to all L/rae/, if they were ill ufed by 
own country, and befieged Fabe/h gilead, a city in| fince they had no knowledge of «their caf 
the land of Gilead, from whence it had its name,|time to come up to their affiftance: amd 1 
and lay in the half tribe of Manajéb, on the other| there be no man to fave us, we will come out to 
fide Fordan, fee Jude xxi. 8. It lay near to the|and fubmit to be ufed. at thy pleafures » Ar 
Ammonites, and was part of the country they laid|feems that. this was granted by Nabafo 
claim to in the times of Jephthab, which they now| bravado, and to reproach and-infult alle//rael, 
fei d, and attempted to gain.it by force. This] bid them defiance; with whom he fought to 
Jakafe was king of the Ammonites, as he is called|rel, having a defign- upon their land, and 
in fe 8 Targum, “and by Jofepbus *, and. fo in the|ing very well their condition, being: awed 
Arabic verfion, fee ch. xii: 12. and all the men. of Philiftines ; ; and having juft chofen a king, ai 
Fabefo-gilead foid unto Nabafh, make a covenant|an: unexperienced man in the affairsyof ¥ 
with us they defired tobe his allies and confe-| had no army ; nor was itJikely that one ¢ 
derates, live-in peace and friendfhip with. him,|afiembled in fo fhort a time, and: come to 
and enjoy their religion and liberties on certain con-| lief of this people, and therefore he thought 
ditions they were willing to come into; and this] felf fafe enough in granting their requefte: 
was the fenfe of them all, or at leaft the greateft part, |» 4. Then came the meffengers to Gibeab of Saul, 
which fhewed a mean and abject fpitit 1 in them, to! &c.] | Where he was:born, and brought up, and 
make no defence of themfelves, but as foon as be-|now dwelt; and he being elected king, it brought — 
fieged to move for a capitulation This doub:lefs}an honour to >thie aa and irom. hence fee 2 
areite from-a fenfe of their weaknefs, not being able d 
to hold it out long, and from an apprehenfon that {i 
their brethren the Urachites, on the other fide For. 
dan, could give them+no_affiftance, being in an 
uniettled condition, |having chofen a king, and>he 
fcaree on the: throne, and the PArdsfines having. 
great power over them 3,a#d we will ferve thee, 
not.as flaves, but as tributaries 5 they were willing 
to bay a yearly tax to him. 

\Ma.2.. And Nabajfh - the Almmonite anf fend sich 
Bec. } tae avery haughty and feornful manner : on” 
this condition will ] make. a covenant with you, that 
Tnay thruft out all your, right eyes; fome Fewifh 
writers go into a myfti¢al:and allegorical fenfe of 
thefe-words, as thatdVaha/b ordered the book of. the| ple lift up theix voices, and. wept; shoved wi 
law to be brought,’ whith was their right eye, that pathy to. theirvbrethreny and who bythe 
the might erafe out of itsthele words, at Ammonite| marriage with thenw were nearly related sto 
or Moabite fhall not enter into the congregation of the} and who might fear they would not 
Lords others underftand it of the Senhedrim, which | having) taken | that »place;, wouldex 
cals eyes of J-aels,and. others,; which come|and come’ tb: themy and ufe them sin. Hi like 
a little nearer to the fenfe, of the» fingers» and| the thought  ofwwwhich : an RE 
archers, the defire of che once of he ; and rerhe, Sheth 2x6) sco cay ered np 
he as ay te iala d beth oor gee 


fengers from aes came hither directly, t al 2 
they knew that Saul, the chofen king, dwelt.h 
and the Benjaminites, of all the tribes, had 
reafon:to thew regard to them, fine it; was 
thence they had 400 wives, whenthey werete 
to 600 men only, in: ‘order to raife, up their. t 
and told. the tidings in, the ears of the: 
being not at home imthe city; but; ineythe’ 1 
they, “reported to them the»hardfhips heir cit 
under, being befieged bysthe Ammonitet,, and 
ened that if not relieved in faucha aitney. 
right eyes. would beoplucked: out : .and.lall 
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‘Provifion as yet made for his fupport and! mainte: 
nance as a king, and no bufinels as fuch for him: 
to do, Samuel full acting in his office, he returned 
to his father’s houfe, and employed himfelf in ru- 
ftic affairs, as he ufed to do: though fome think 
this was cafual, that he had been in the field to re- 
create himielf, or to meditate onthe affairs of go- 
vernment, and happened to return juit as the herd 
came out of the field, and fo followed them; thus 
Jarcbi. interprets it not) of his coming. after the 
herd, but of his coming after the fixed and ufual 
time of the herd’s coming out of the field 5 but 
fe ephus ‘is clear for it, that..he had beea about 
ome ruftic bufinefs, fome part. of hufbandry in the 
field, and returned to the:city ; nor has it-beemun- 
ufual for emperors and kings, and perfons in high 
offices among Greeks and Romins, and other na- 
tions, in times of peace, \to employ themfelves. in 
hufbandry ; {o did the judges of Yrael, as Sham- 
sr, and Gideon, and Boaz, Fudgodiiogs. and vi. 
» Ruth iii. 2. fo Quingius, Cinciunatus being 
ota from. the plough and. made dictator, after 
he had conquered his enemies,» returned tovhis huf- 
bandry* :. and Saul faid, what aileth the people that 
they weep? he fuppofed fame evib had befallen 
them, and defired to know what it-was,-that if it 
ay in his power to help them, he might : end they 
a him the. tidings of the men of Fabelo the mei- 
fae they brought, and the account abe: gave of 
the diftrefied cafe of, their: scitys 
¥. 6. And the [pirit of God came upon Soul when 
be beard thofe tidings, &c.} »And. filled: him with 
pity and compatfion to the inhabitants: of s Fabeh, 
and-with wifdom and prudence, and fer:his thoughts 
at. work to contrive. ways and means for their. re- 
lief, and with fortitude, courage and refolution: to 
attempt their deliverance’; ra the Targum, ‘* the 
Spirit of fortitude from the Lord dwelt-on ‘Sal! :” 
and-bis anger was kindled greatly ; againtt Neba/b 
the Ammanite for infulting S/rael, and. threatening 
_ do ufe the inhabitants of abe in fuch a cruel 
manner, 
¥. 7, And be took a. yoke of oxen, 8c.) > Of his 
own or ‘his father’s, which he had jutt followed 
out of the field, and for which.chiefly that circum: | 
{tance is mentioned: and hewed them invpivces , as 
the Levite did his concubines: Fudg. xixi2'g. ‘and! 


fent them throughout. all the, coafes of: Ifrael by' the) with the’ greatelt heat, ‘as’ at nbd’: this ‘morrow 
hands of meffengers ; fome.carryinga piece one way; | feems not! tobe the next from their retutn home, 
and fome another, throughout allithe tribes; for] or going | ‘from Saul,’ but the’ morrow Sfter they 
to them. all the government of Saul extended, and) were got horpe, and fhould'deliver the’ meffage to 
which) by: this. “he let them know ic did: Joving, thofe that fent them, ¥? ro! ‘and fo Fofepbus® fays, 
whofoever cometh not after Saul and after Samuel ;\it was on’the third day the'affittance was promifed 
he names’ both,) becaufe-he himfelf, though chofen| them: ye foal have : belp ¢Sanl with “his army b 
king, was not inaugurated into his office, nor was| that*cime would come'and ‘raife the fiege + and tbe 
Samuel put out of his,; :and becaufe he knew’ he meffengers ‘came and foewed it to the mknof Saheb; 
was defpifed. by fome, who would not qbjeé to and| what Seuh had promifed) ‘and what a numerous 
.refute the authority of Samuel, and therefore if they, army he’hid railed, and had néw.upon’the march 
would not follow. him, ‘theyrwould follow Samuel ,|for their relief, and to- inértow: would’ be! with 
‘and he mentions® him@lfi-firft, -becaufe of his fu-|them : and whey were glad ; “¥eLwas good. news and 
perior dignity : fo poall it be dontinnta bisoxen', be| glad'tidings’to- them, it’ cheated, their hebrts, and 
cutto pieces as thele were's hes does ‘not threaten awe them: 2 fpirit. a, 
to cut them in pieces, buetheir oxen, left hethould) ¥. 10. Therefore the ae" ‘of ‘abe fata, &e. 7 
_feem,to.¢xercife too niuch feverity at his firftcom-| To Nebafb the ‘Ammonité> tomorrow we deill ‘come 
ing tothe throne: and phe feariof the Lord fell on\ out unte you's mieanin sit they had no help, which 
athe peoples they feared, thould they be:difobedient, | they were well adie ‘they fhould ‘haves ‘bat this 
the Cord would cur them to pieces, or inifomecondition they’ éxprefféd ‘tot,’ which ‘they were not 
way dettroy them, as well as Sax/ would cut theirtobjiged ‘to, “but left Hitt! to’ concludé they ‘had ‘no 
omen to pieces ; ao ete Hee were imprefitd hope of any, the meflengers WO. requrnsds and 


with a fenfe of this affair Rite of the Lord’ “and 
they came out with one confent; or as one mun, as 
if they had coniulted together; being under a divine 
impulfe, they {et out front different parts about 
much the fame tithe; and “met at a place of" reni- 
dezvous’next mentioned, #9? Of (62 195) 90 2 

¥. 8. And when he Hutnbered them at Bezek, be 
Which. was. the ‘place appointed to meet at, “the 
fame with that in Fady!'i 4. fee the note there’, 
though fome take the word’ to be an ‘appellative, 
and not the proper name? of ‘a place, ‘and render 
it, with @ fione; with wHIeR he numbered, takin 
a {tone from each, and! laying them ona heap, and 
then ‘telling them" ;" fo “Lizekion figinifies lithe 
{tones ", with the Greeks ot with a fragment ; either 
of an earthern vefiel, or Of a’ftone, or of thé branch 
of ‘a_tree® they carried'in_ their ‘hands; and‘ fo the 
king’s fervants numbered *not the ‘men! but the 
branches *% ‘arid phe cdildren of lfrael*were’ 300,000 
men’; who came: together’ of’ this occaffon ;, ‘thefe 
were of ‘the eight tribes and ‘a half on this fide 
Fordan: and the men of Judah 30,000 5 which 
tribe‘is mentioned diftinély, becaule-a noble and 
warlike tribe; which ufually firtt went upto battle ; 
and though the number of them at this time afJem* 
bled may feem: comparatively fimall, “yet this may 
eafily be accounted for; becaufe they bordered upon 
the Philipines, who watched every opportunity to 
take an advantage of them,‘ and therefore-could 
not leave their tribe deflitute, but referved 2 fofi- 
cient number to guard: their coafts, and yet ‘were 
defirous’ to teftify their ‘obedierice to San/; though 
chofen kine out of another tribe,’ when they. might 
have expected from prophécy’ that “the | dominion 
belonged to” them.) ‘Fofepbis™ has made’ a’ grofs 
rittate in‘the numbers "here, he makes the men of 
Jirael to be 760,000; and thémen of Frdzbh 40,000, 
contrary to the text, the Targum, Syrja¢ and Arabit 
verfions ;- but the Septuagiat comes pretty near him, 
which has'600;609'of ‘the men ‘of I/rae/, 763000 
of the-men of ‘fudah. 

¥. gt And they foid unto the meffengers that tame, 
&e.} From Fabefo-gilead, that is,’ Sez] and Samuet 
faid to'them, as follows: thas fall ye ley unto’ the 
men of fabefh gilead,? when they “retained | unto 
them; as they were now upon’ the departure’: t0- 
morrow-by that vime the fun be bet ; whenvit-fmites 
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and by this artifice the Ammonites were fecure, and|death this day who by their appearance to his 


not at all upon their guard againft an approaching |fummons had teftified their obedience, and by their : 


enemy : and ye foall do with us all that feemeth good|courage and valour had fhewed their attachment 


unto you ; make fhows of them, pluck out their 
eyes, or put them to death, or do what they would 
with them. 

y. 11. And it was fo on the morrow, &c.] After 
the meffengers were returned, and delivered their 
meffage, and the men of Fade/h gilead had given 
the Ammonites reafon to expect that they would 


to him, and to the intereft of their country. Ben 


Gerfom take the fenfe to be, that it might be right © 


after, but not on this day to put them to death ; 
or that this was an artifice of Sau/ to deliver thofe 
men out of the hands of the J/rae/ites, fugoefting 
as if it was his intention hereafter to put them to 
death, though not now, for the following reafon : 


come out to them according to their agreement : for to-day the Lord hath wrought falvation in If- 


that Saul put the people into three companies; or 
beads*, under fo many commanders, affigning to 
each their number, if equally, 110,000 in each, 
as Gideon divided his 300 into three companies, 
100 in each, Fudg. vii. 16. and Abimelech, Fudg. 
ix. 43. it feems to have been their way of fighting 
in thofe days: and they came unto the midft of the 
boft ; that is, of the Ammonites: in the morning- 
watch ; the third and laft watch of the night, by 
break of day, or before, however before the fun was 
up; fo quick was Saul and his men in their march, 
though on foot. Bunting > computes the diftance 
from Gibeab to Bezek 40 miles, and from thence 
to Fabefo 163 it is commonly reckoned that it 
was about 60 miles from Gibeah to Fabefb. Fofe- 
phus *fays it was 10 /cheni, each of which con- 
tained five or fix miles: aad flew the Ammonites 
until the beat of the day; that is, till noon, fo that 
from the morning-watch till noon he was making 
flaughter of them: and it came to pafs, that they 
which remained were fcattered , thofe that were not 
cut off by the fword of Sau/, were broken and dif- 
perfed, they could not ftand their ground againit 
him: fo that two of them were not left together, 
to flee together, but every one fhifted for himfelf, 
and fled alone. 

y.12. And the people faid unto Samuel, &c.| By 
which it feems that Samuel accompanied Saul in 
this expedition ; though it is fomewhat difficult to 
account for it, that a man of his years fhould be 
able to attend fo quick a march that Sau/ made ; 
it may be therefore, that he might follow after 
him gently, and meet him quickly after the battle 
was fought, when the people made the following 
fpeech to him: who is he that faid, fall Saul reign 
over us? is fuch a mean unexperienced man fit to 
rule over us? who can bear his government, and 
fubmit to it? what can be expected from him, 
that he fhould deliver and fave us out of the hands 
of our enemies? in this they had refpeét to the 
fons of Belial, and what they faid, ch. x. 27. 
but now it appeared he was fufficiently qualified, 
and God had made him an inftrument of falvation, 
and was a proper perfon to be king over them : 
bring the men, that we may put them to death ; fo 
tranfported were they with affection to Sau/, and 
. indignation againft thofe men. 

¥.13. And Saul faid, &c.] Preventing Samuel 
from giving an anfwer, being ready to forgive in- 
juries ; as it was in his power as a king, and him 
only, to pardon thofe perfons that treated him in 
fo ill a manner, and it was policy fo to do, efpecially 
in the beginning of his reign; and it plainly ap- 


pears, that this temper did not always continue 
with him ; though there is no reafon to believe 


otherwife, that this was now owing to his lenity as 


* fTO°W/N capita, Pagninus, Montanus, &c. 
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rael, he does not afcribe the victory to the quick 
difpatch he made, to his wifdom and prudence in 
forming the fcheme he did, and to his valour and 
courage, and that of his troops, but to the power 
and goodnefs of God. 


¥. 14. Then faid Samuel to the people, &c.] Agree- ; 


ing to what Sau/ had faid, and in order to put them 
off from demanding the lives of the offenders, aad 
willing to take them whilft they were in a good 
difpofition : come, and let as go to Gilgal; which 
was the neareft place to them, on the other fide 
Fordan, from which they now were, and where 
the children of J/rael firft encamped when they 
paffed over Fordan, where the tabernacle and ark 
firft were, and an altar was built, and where meet- 
ings ufed to be held on certain occafions; all which 
might be reafons why Samuel propofed to go to 
this place. According to Bunting *, this place was 
36 miles from Fabefb-gilead: and renew the king- 
dom there ,; that is, recognize Sa@u/, own and declare 
him king of J/rael. 

¥. 15. And all the people went to Gilgal, &c.] 
Agreed to the motion, and marched along with 
Saul and Samuel thither: and there they made Saul 
king before the Lord imGilgal, that is, they declared 
him to be king there; he was inaugurated into, 
and invefted with his office, otherwife it was God 
only that made him king, who only had the power 
of making one, fee és ii. 36. Fofepbus fays *, 
that Samuel anointed him with the holy oil; and 
fo the Septuagint verfion here renders it, ‘* and Sa- 
muel anointed Saul there to be king ;” and it is not 
impfobable, that as he privately anointed him, 
he did it publickly alfo; if not at the election of 
him, then at this time ; and it is obfervable, that 
in the next chapter, and not before, he is called 
the Lord’s anointed. Now this was before the Lerd, 
in this place ; this being, as barbinel obferves, a 
fanctified place, where the tabernacle and ark of 
God had been; and he fuppofes it probable, that 
the ark was brought hither; but it was enough 
that the people and congregation of the Lord were 
here, and who, when aflembled in his name, his 


prefence was with them: and there they facrificed. 


Jacrifices of peace-offerings before the Lord; where an 
altar was built, and on which they offered thefe 
peace: offerings by way of thank{giving, partly for 
the victory obtained over the Ammonites, and partly 
for the renewal of the-kingdom to Saul, and their 
unanimity in it, as well as to implore and obtain 
future peace and profperity: and there Saul, and 
all the people of Ifrael rejoiced greatly ; they in their 
king, and he in the good-will of his people, and 
both in the great falvation God had wrought for 
them. : ~a pe 
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the next being the laft of the feven days refpite ;| well as his prudence: there hall not be a man put to 
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them, otherwife they might expect nothing but 
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CHAP. xi * 


ie this chapter Samuel, refigning the govern- 
BE ment to Saul, afferts the integrity with which 
he had performed his office, and calls upon the 
people of J/rae/ to atteft it, who did, yy. 1—5. he 
then reminds them of the great and good things 
the Lord had done for them in times paft, ¥. 6—11. 
and whereas they had defired a king, and one was 
given them, it was their intereft to fear and ferve 
the Lord, if not, his hand would be againft them, 
¥. 12—15. he terrifies them by calling for thun- 
der in an unufual time, ¥. 16—19. and then com- 
forts .and encourages them, that in doing their 
duty God would be with them, and not forfake 


Pa 


be taken to make fatisfa€tion for any injuries com- 
mitted by him: and I have walked before you from 
my childbood unto this day ; his manner of life and 
converfation from his infancy to this time was well 
known to them, and he had {pent all his days in 
the fervice of God, and for the good of I/rael. 

¥. 3. Bebold, bere I am, &c.) No longer thé 
fupreme governor, but a fubject, and accountable 
for any mifdemeanour charged upon me, and to 
which I am ready to give anfwer, being now at 
your bar to be tried and judged before you: wit- 
nels againft me before the Lord, and before bis 
anointed; fignifying, that if they had any thing 
to lay to his charge, that they would produce it, 
and givé proof and evidence of it in the prefence 
of God, in whofe name they met, and of Saul 
anointed king, and fupreme judge and ruler of the 
nation: whofe ox have I taken? by force, to em- 
ploy in his own fervice in ploughing his ground, 
or treading out his corn: or whofe afs have I 
taken ? to ride about on in his circuit, or to carry 
any burden for him: or whom have I defrauded ? 
of their money or goods by any artifice, circum- 
venting and cheating them: whom have I oppreffed ? 
ftruck, beaten, broken, or caufed to be fo ufed 
wrongfully ; to whofe perfon have I been injurious 
any more than to their property ? Some derive the 
word from a root which fignifies favour and good- 
will, and interpret it as fome of the Radbdins do, 
of his not taking money of perfons with thei 
good-will ; or rather, that he had done nothing A 
a judge for favour and affection, but had acted 
the upright part, without regard to rich or poor, 
friends or foes: or of whofe hand have I received 
any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith 2 his meaning 
is, that he had never taken a gift or prefent from 
any perfon to favour his caufe, that was to be 
brought before him, and give it for him right or 
wrong ; to connive at any injury he had done, or 
to turn away his eyes from feeing where the juftice 
of the caufe lay; or that he had not received 
money to fpare the life of a criminal that deferved 
to die; for the word ufed for a bribe, fignifies a 
ranfom-price, fee Deut. xvi. 19. and I will reftoré 
it £0 you; the ox or afs, money or goods, gifts and 
prefents, or bribes taken, or maké compenfation 
for any injury done to the perfons or eftates of men- 
Some render it, J will anfwer you’, or give in an 
anfwer to any fuch charges when exhibited. 

y. 4. And they faid, &c.] One in the name of 
the reft, or they all cried out as one man: thou haft 
not defrauded us, nor oppreffed us; had done: them 
no wrong, neither privately nor. publickly, by 
fraud or by force: neither haft thou taken ought of 
any man’s hands; as a gift, prefent or bribe, to 
favour his caufe. Some would infer hence, that 
he took nothing of them for his fupport and main- 
tenance, and that he lived upon his own fubftance ; 
but that is not likely or reafonable ; it was but juft 
that they fhould {upport him and his family fuitable 
to his charaéter as a judge, whofe whole life was 
{pent in their fervice. 

¥. 5. And he faid unto them, the Lord is witne/s 
againft you, and his anointed is witnefs this day, &c.} 
Should they hereafter reproach and vilify him, and 
charge 


ruin and deftruction, ¥. 20—25. 


y.1. And Samuel faid unto all Ifrael, &c.| When 
affembled at Gilgal, after they had recognized Saul 
as their king, and he was eftablifhed in the king- 
dom, and while in the midft of their mirth and 
joy: behold, I have bearkened unto your voice in all 
that ye have faid unto me; refpecting the affair of 
a king, to which it muft be limited, as appears 
by what follows ; -otherwife it is poffible in fome 
things they might apply to him about, he did not 
think fit to hearken to them, and grant their re- 
queft, or fpeak for them: and have made a king 
over you ; that is, had by the direction and appoint- 
ment of God chofen one by lot, anointed and de- 
clared him king ; for it was the Lord alone, that, 
properly fpeaking, made him a king. 

y¥.2. And now bebold,' the king walketh before 
you, &c.] He is invefted with his office, and in 
the exercife of it, and goes in and out as the cap- 
tain, commander and leader of the people; it is 
expreffive of his being in the full poffeffion of 
regal power and authority, and therefore Samuel 
might fpeak the more freely, as he could not be 
thought to have any hope and expectation of be- 
ing re inftated in his government, or to have part- 
ed with it with any regret; and he wifely took 
this opportunity of reproving the people for their 
fin of defiring a king, when Sau/ ‘was fettled and 
eftablifhed in his kingdom, and when they were in 
the, midit of all their mirth and jollity, who might 
from the fuccefs that had attended this firft adven- 
ture of their king, conclude that they had done 
a right and good thing in requefting to have 
one: and I am old, and grey-beaded ; and fo unfit 
for government, and very willing to be eafed of 
the burden of it: he mutt furely be more than 52 
years of age, as the Fews generally fay he was, 
fince it is not ufual at fuch an age to be grey- 
headed, fee the note on ch. viii. 1. however, on 
this account he merited reverence and refpect, and 
demanded attention : and bebold, my fons are with 
‘you ; as private perfons in the condition of fubjects, 
making no pretenfion to government ; and if they 
had committed any thing criminal, they were open 
to the law, and might be charged, and tried, and 
treated acccording to their deferts ; and there they 
were, and might be afked what queftions they 
thought proper with refpect to what they knew of 
his conduct ; and to be hoftages or bail for him, 
if they could prove any thing againft him; or to 
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charge him with any a€ts of corruption, injuftice, 
and violence: that ye have not found ought in my 
band, that they had nothing tp accufe him of and 
charge him with throughout his whole adminiftra- 
tion, but had afferted his innocence and integrity, 
had honourably acquitted him, and given him a 
fair character: and they anfwered, he is witne/s 5 
the omnifcient God is a witnefs againft us, fhould 
we depart from this teftimony, and Saw/, the Lord’s 
anointed, is a witnefs that we have fully cleared 
thee ftom any imputations of mal-adminiftration. 
The word is fingular, he /aid or anfwered ®, that 
is, I/rael {aid, the whole body of the people, they 
all replied as one man: the reafon why , Samuel 
made fuch a fpeech at this time, when he refigned 
his government to Sau/, was not only to fecure his 
own charaéter, but to fuggeft to Saul how he fhould 
tule and govern according-to his example; and 
that having eftablifhed his own character, he could 
the more freely, and with the better grace, reprove 
the people for their fin, as in fome following 
verfes. 

¥. 6. And Samuel faid unto the people, &c.] Hav- 
ing cleared and eftablifhed his own character, he 
proceeds to lay before the people fome of the great 
things God had done for them formerly, and quite 
down to the prefent time, the more to aggravate 
their ingratitude in rejecting God as their king: 
it is the Lord that advanced Mofes and Aaron; railed 
them from a low eftate, the one in a foreign coun- 
try in Midian, the other in bondage in Egypt, to 
be deliverers, guides and governors of his people 
Jjvael, Kimchi thinks this refers to what goes be- 
fore, and that the fenfe is, that God that raifed 
Mofes and Aaron to great honour and dignity, was 
a witnefs between him and the people; in which he 
is followed by fome chriftian interpreters. Ben 
Gerfom makes mention of the fame, but rather 
approves of the connexion of the words with what 
follows, as does Abarbinel, and is doubtlefs rightett ; 
the Zargum is, ‘* who hath done mighty things by 
the hands of Mofes and Aaron:” and that brought 
your fathers up out of the land of Egypt ; when they 
were in bondage there, and that by the means of 
Mofes and Aaron, by whofe hands he wrought 
figns and wonders, and inflicted plagues on the 
Egyptians, which made them willing at laft to let 
Vrael go. 

¥. 7, Now therefore fiand fiill, &c.] Keep your 
place, and don’t as yet break up the afflembly, but 
wait a little longer patiently, and with’ reverence 
and attention hearken to what I have. farther to 
fay: that I may reafon with you before the Lord ; 
as in his prefence ; and which he obferves to com- 
mand the greater awe upon their mind, and the 
greater regard to the fubjeét of his difcourfe and 
refolutions ; which would be, of all the righteous 
atts of the Lord, which he did to you and to your 
fathers ; not only in a way of judgment delivering 
them into the hands of their enemies, when they 


finned againft him, but rather in a way of mercy, 


and kindnefs in delivering thera out of their 
hands. 

¥.8. When Facob was come into Egypt, &c.] 
With his family to fee his fon Fo/eph, and dwelt 
there ; or rather the pofterity of facod are meant, 
who fettled in Egypt, and continued there many 
years, and at length were oppreffed by the Egyp- 
tians, and brought into hard bondage: and your 
fathers cried unto the Lord, by reafon of their bond 
age, for help and deliverance + then the Lord fent 
Mojfes and Aaron, which brought forth your fathers 
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out of Egypt, after various mefflages carried by 
BY pty 


ef) | 


them from the Lord to Pharach king of 

and after many figns and wonders wrought b 
them, by which the heart of that king was at la 
brought to confent.to their difmiffion: and made 
them dwell in this place, the land of Canaan; they 
conduéted them through the Rea-/ea, guided them 
through the wildernefs, and accompanies 1 them, 
efpecially Ado/és, to the borders of the land of C2- 
naan; for neither of them went into it, but died be- 
fore the peoples entrance there. Fo/bua, the fucceffor 
of Mofes, of whom Samuel makes no mention, in- 
troduced J/rael into it, conquered the land for 
them, and fettled them in it; tho’ W%o/es and Aaron, 
as they were the inftruments of bringing them out of 
Egypt, were the caufe, by conducting them through 
the wildernefs, and by their prayers, counfels and 
inftructions, of their entrance into and fettlement in 
it: befides, Mofés appointed o/bua in his ftead,and 
ordered him to lead the people there, and directed 
to the divifion of the land among them, yea two 
tribes and an half were fettled by him on the other 
fide Fordan; the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac 
and Aradic verfions read in the fingular number, 
he made them dwell, that is, the Lord. 


y.9. And when they forgat the Lord their God, - 


&c.] The worfhip of the Lord their God, as the 
Targum; that is, they fell into idolatry, which is 
a plain inftance and proof of forgetfulnefs of God ; 
for fuch that neglect his worfhip, and ferve idols, 
may be truly faid to forget him: be fold them into 
the hand of Sifera, captain of the hoff of Hazor; 
who was general of the army of Fadin king of Ca- 
naan, who reigned in Hazor, Fudg. iv. 2. where 
they are faid to be fold into the hands of Fadin, | 
here into the hands off Sifera , becaufe it is highly 
probable he was fent againft them by Fadin, and 
fubdued them, as he afterwards was fent by him, 
when they rebelled againft him, and were delivered 
out of his hand: and into the band of the Philif- 
tines; as they were in and before the times of 
Samfon, Judg. xiii. 1. and into the hand of the king 
of Moab 5..as in the times of Ebud, Fudg. iii. 14, 
15. the exact order of thefe things is not obferved: 
and they fought againft them, the king of Moab, 
Sifera, and the Pbilifiines, and overcame them, and 
fo they fell into their hands. 

¥. 10. And they cried unto the Lord, 8&c.] When 
in the hands of their enemies, and in bondage to 
them, and cruelly opprefied by them: and faid, 
we have finned, the word for /aid is in the Cetid, 
or written text, fingular, and in the Keri, or mar- 
ginal reading, plural; and may fignify, that every 
one of them had a fenfe of their fin, and made 
acknowledgment of it; their confeffion was uni- 
verfal as their fin was: decaufe we have forfaken the 
Lord; the Word of the Lord, as the Targum: and 
have ferved Baalim and Afbtaroth; fee the notes on 
Fudg. ii. 11,13. but now deliver us out of the hand 
of our enemies, and we will ferve thee, they did 
not afk for a king to go before them, and fight 
their battles, as they did now, but applied to the 
Lord for deliverance, promifing to ferve him as 
their king and their God. a oy 

y. 11. And the Lord fent Jerubbaal, &c.] Or 
Gideon, as the Targum, for Ferubbaal was the name 
given to Gideon,when he firft became a judge, Fudg. 


- 


vi. 23. and Bedan, if this was one of the Judges, 


he muft have two names, or is one that is not 
mentioned in the book of Fudges ; the Targum in- 
terprets it of Samfon; fo Ferom", for the word may 
be rendered in Dan; one in Dan, who was of the 


_ tribe © 


* Heb. Trad. in lib. Reg. fol. 75. K. wes 


{ - 


Ch. xii. ¥. 12—16. . 


tribe of Dan, as Samfon was and it was in the 
camp of Dan the Spirit of God firft came upon 
him; and Kimchi obierves, that it is the fame as 
Ben-dan, the fon of Daa, that is, a Danite; and 
though he was after Yephthab, yet is fet before 
him, becaufe he was a greater man than he 3 and 
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have chafen, and whom ye have defired, &c.] Fort 
though God chofe their king for them, it was at 
their requeft ; they chofe to have a king, and de- 
fired one, and they approved of and confented to, 
and confirmed the choice he had made, and {0 it 
was in effect their own: and bebold, the Lord hath 


this way go the generality of Fewifh writers’ ; but| /et @ king over you; he gratified them in their de- 


a man of this name being among the pofterity 
of Manaffeh, 1 Chron. vii. 17. Junius, and who 
is followed by others, thinks, that Yair is meant, 
and is fo called to diftinguifh him from a more an- 
cient Fair, the fon of Manafeh, and with whom 
the order of the judges better agrees, fee Numb. 
Xxxii. 41. JFudg. x. 3, 4. but the Septuagint, Sy- 
riac and Aradic verfions read Barac ; and he may 
the rather be thought to be meant, becaufe he was 
the inftrument of delivering J/rael out of the hand 
of Sifera, the captain of the hoft of Hazor before 
mentioned, y¥. 9. and agrees with the words of the 
apoftle, Hed. xi. 32. who mentions thofe judges 
much in the fame order: and Fephthah, and Sa- 
muel,; meaning himfelf, who was the laft of the 
indges, and who fpeaks of himfelf as of a third 
perfon, as Lamech does, Gen. iv. 23. andthis he did 
not out of oftentation, but to obferve that God 
had made him an inftrument of delivering them out 
of the hand of the Péiliflines, which muft be frefh 
in their memory, as he had made ufe of others 
before him, when he fent judges, and not kings, 
and therefore thef had no need to afk aking. The 
Syriac and Arabic verfions read Samfon inftead of 
Samuel, and which alfo agrees beft with Hed. xi. 
32. and delivered you out of the hands of your ene- 
mies on every fide, not the judges, but the Lord; 
for the word for delivered is of the fingular num- 
ber: and ye dwelled fafe; in the greateft fecurity 
and confidence, without any fear of enemies, hav- 
ing God their king in the midft of them, and ftood 
in no need of any other king to protect and de- 
fend them. 

y.12. And when ye faw that Nabafh the king of 
the children of Ammon came againft you, &c.] - Or 
but yet"; however, notwithftanding though the 
Lord had been fo kind and gracious to them, as 
to raife- up judges one after another to deliver 
them, when they cried unto him, yet when they 
perceived that Nabafh the 4mmonite was preparing 
to make war with them, inftead af applying to the 
Lord for his protection, they defired to have a 
king to go before them, and fight their battles, as 
follows :. nay, but a king fhall reign over us; tho’ 
Samuel told'them they had no need of one: when 
the Lord your God was your king ; and would pro- 
teét and defend them, if they applied to him, and 
would put their truft in him; and he himfelf Sa- 
muel was their judge, and would be their general 
and commander, and they had experience of fuc- 
cefs under him to the utter dettruétion of their 
enemies, ch. vii. 10. and yet notwithftanding all 
this, they infifted upon it to haveaking. Accord- 
ing to Abarbinel, this preparation of Naba/h to war 
with them, was after they had afked for a king, 
and was a punifhment of them for their requeft ; 
and yet they repented not of it, but in effect faid, 
though Nabajfb, and all the enemies in the world 
come againft us, we'll not go back from our re- 
-queft, but infift on it, that we have a king to 
reign over us ; fuch was their obftinacy and _per- 
verfenefs. 

¥.13. Now therefore bebold the king whom ye 


1 So in T. Bab. Rofhhafhanah, fol. 25. 1. 
Vatablus, Pifcator. 


fires, though he did not fuffer them to make them- 
felves a king, he fuffered them to have one, and 
he gave them ones this power he referved to him- 
felf of fetting up and pulling down kings at his 
pleafure, 

¥.14. Jf ye will fear the Lord, and ferve him, - 
and obey bis voice, &c.] All worthip and fervice 
of God, and obedience to his word and ordinances, 
fhould fpring from fear and reverence of him ; and 
therefore the whole of worfhip, both external and 
internal, is fometimes exprefled by the fear of the 
Lord : and not rebel againft the commandment of the 
Lord ; break it, and thereby exafperate him, and 
provoke him to wrath and bitternefs : chen Jhall both 
ye, and alfo the king that reigneth over you, continue 
following the Lord your God; the Targum is, “‘ after 
the worfhip of the Lord your God ;”: which was 
their duty to do, and is expreffed in the preceding 
claufes ; and this therefore is rather a promife of 
fome benefit and privilege to their duty, and to 
encourage them to it, fince it ftands oppofed to 
the threatening of punifhment in the next verfe ; 
and the words in the original are, then /hall ye, &c. 
be after the Lord your God'; that is, though they 
had in effect rejected the Lord from being their 
king, by afking and having one; yet notwithftand- 
ing, if they and their king were obedient to the 
commands of the Lord, he would not caft them 
off, but they fhould follow him as their guide, 
leader and director, and he would proteé&t and de- 
fend them as a fhepherd does his fheep that fol- 
low after him ; fo Yarchi takes it to be a promife 
of long life and happinefs to them and their king, 
‘¢ ye fha!l be eftablifhed to length of days, both 
ye and the king.” | 

¥.15. But if ye will not obey the voice of the 
Lord, but rebel againft the commandment of the Lord, 
&c.] They and their king, by finning, difregard- 
ing his precepts, both affirmative and negative: 
then foall the band of the Lord be againft you; by 
fending fome judgments upon them, as famine, 
{word, or peftilence, particularly captivity and fub- 
jection to their enemies: as it was againjt your 
fathers, who had no king ; and itis fuggelfted that 
their cafe, who had one, would be ‘no better than 
theirs ; their king would not be able ‘to fave them 
from the hand of God: the words in the original 
are, and againft your fathers”, which is interpreted 
in the Talmud" of their fathers dead, and in their 
graves, and of their enemies, digging them up, 
and taking them out in contempt; but much bet- 
ter by Kimchi, of their kings, who are, or fhould 
be fathers of their fubjects, as 4ugu/tus Cefar was 
called the father of his; and fo the Septwagint ver- 
fion renders it, and upon their king, fignifying that 
both they and their king fhould feel the weight of 
the hand of the Lord, if they rebelled againft 
him. 

¥. 16. Now therefore fland, 8cc.] Which does 
not fo much refpect the pofition of their bodies, 
as the fixed attention of their minds: and fee this 
great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes ; 
meaning the ftorm of thunder and rain which pre- 

fently 


k IN") videntes autem, V. L. fed, Tjggrins verfion ; & tamen, 
PTT? ANN CS" eritis pof Dominum, Pagninus, Montanus, 
™ [D'AANRA) & contra patres veftros, Pagninus, Tigurine verfion, A 
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‘jgurine verfion, Pifcater. 
T. Bab. Yebamof, fol. 63. 2. 
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fently followed ; which coming at a time when| 
fh king, now they were his 


fuch things were not ufual, and on a day when 
there was no appearance or likelihood of any thing 
of this kind, and fuddenly, at once, upon the 
prayer of Samuel, it was no lefs than a miracle, 
and might be called a great thing, new and un- 
heard-of, and the pure effect of almighty power. 

- yt. 17. Is it not wheat-barveft to-day ? &c.] Of 
the time of wheat-harveft, fee ch. vi. 13. 
ufually fell in Judea only twice a year, called th 


former and the latter rain; and from the 17th ofjed by the thunder and lightening I 
Nifan or March, to the 16th of Marchefvan or Oc-|cattle, with the fruits of the earth, be wafhed aw 
tober; it was not ufual for rain to fall, and fo not|with the prodigious rain: for we dave added | 
in harveft, at that time efpeciaily, fee Prov. xxvi. all our fins this evil, to afk us a king; though Sa- 
1. Amos iv. 7. R. Fofeph Kimchi fays, in the land|muel had laid before them the evils and inconve~ 
of Irae! rain never fell all the days of harveft ; and|niences of having a king, and had in the name of — 


L. SAWPUME OB. 


Rain|was a full proof; and was fo violent, tha 
elcontinued, they were afraid they fhould be deft 


their judge and fupreme governor in defiring’ a 
Tanti ie himble fervants, at lea 

feignedly ; and knowing what intereft he hack it 
God in prayer, they intreat him to make ule. it 
on their behalf, who having finned fo greatly, hat 
not the affurance to call the Lord their God, thi 
they had no doubt of his being the God of Same: 
whofe prayers he had heard, of which this tempef 


, or they and their 


this is confitmed by Yerom, who lived long in thofe|the Lord charged them with rejecting God as their 
parts, ; who fays®, at the end of the month of|king; yet nothing convinced them of their evil 


une, and in the month of uly, we never faw rain 
in thofe provinces, efpecially in Fudea. And Sa- 
muel not only by putting this queftion, would have 
them obferve, that it was the time of wheat-harveft 
in general ; but on that day in particular the men 
were at work in the fields reaping the wheat, &&e. 
and fo was not cloudy, and inclining to rain, but 
all ferene and clear, or otherwife they would not 
Have been eniployed in cutting down the corn ; 
‘all which made the. following cafe the more re- 


till this ftorm-came, and then all théir fins came 
frefh to their minds ; and this added to the weight 
of them, and lay heavieft on them, that they had 
rejected the Lord, and flighted his prophets, and, 
notwith{tanding all remonitrances, reiolved on hay- 
ing a king. fe 

y. 20. And Samuel faid unto the people, fear not, 
&c.] Being deftroyed by the tempelt: ye Aave 
done all this wickednefs ; in afking a king ; that is, 
though they were guilty of fo heinous a fin, yet 


markable: I will call unto the Lord, and he foail\there were grace and mercy with God, and they 
fend thunder and raia ; in a miraculous and preter-|fhould not defpair of it, fo be it, that they did 
natural way, there being nothing in nature prepa-|not depart from him, but cordially ferved him ; the 
ratory thereunto, and this purely at the prayer of|Targum is, “ ye have been the caufe of all this 


Samuel: that ye may perceive and fee that your|evil ;’ 


wickedne/s is great, which ye have done in the fight 
of the Lord, in afking you a king 5 was attended 
‘with ageravated circumftances, and highly offen- 
five to God, though he had gratified them in it, 
» of which this violent ftorm would be an indica- 
‘tion, and might ferve to convince them of their 
folly, as well as of their wickednefs, and that they 


>] 


they had, he would not have them defpond or in- 
dulge flavifh fear: yet turn not afide from 
ing the Lord; the worfhip. of the Lord, as the. 


Targum ; provided they did not depart from the 


a 
4 ee te 
U _ 


the ftorm of thunder and-rain ; and though - 


folletw-' 


Lord, and forfake his worfhip, word and ordi- | 


nances, they need not fear utter ruin and deftruc- 
tion, though they had been guilty of this fin: dat 


had no. need of a king, fince Samuel their judge|ferve the Lord with all your heart ; if their fervice 


could do as much or more by his prayers, than 
a king could do by his fword ; and of which they 
had had fufficient proof before this, and that in 
the fame way, ch. vii. 10. 

y.18. So Samuel called unto the Lord, &c.] Not 
in an authoritative way, or by way of command, 
but by prayer; fo the Zargum renders the claufe 


of God was kept up, and was hearty and fincere, 
they might ftill expect things would go well with 
them. ; 

y¥. 21. And turn ye not afide, &c.) From his 
worfhip : for ¢hen ; if they turned afide from that: 
fhould ye go after vain things ; idols which are va- 
nity, and lefs than vanity ; which canuot profit nor 


in the preceding verfe, ‘* I will pray before the|de/zver ; neither beftow good things om their vo= 


Lord:” and the Lord fent thunder and rain that 
day ; immediately, though there was no .appear- 
ance of it ; it was harveft-time, and a fine harvett- 
day. Yofepbus fays °, he fent thunder, lightening 
and hail, a terrible ftorm and tempeft it was: and 


taries, nor deliver them from evils, or from the 
hands of their enemies : for chey are vain ; empty, 
ufelefs, and unprofitable; an idol is nothing in 
the world, 1 Cor, viii. 4. matey 


y¥. 22. For the Lord will not forfake bis people 


all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel ;|for his great name-fake.| For the fake of him(elf, 
the Lord that fent this tempeft, and Samuel who|his honour and glory ; fhould he forfake his peo- 
had fuch power with God in prayer. C/ement of|ple, and fuffer them to come to ruin, his name 
Alexandria * thinks, that from hence. the Greeks|would be blafphemed among the heathens; he 
borrowed their fable concerning Macus invoking} would be charged either with want of power 


‘God, when there was a drought in Greece ; and-as 
foon as he prayed, immediately there was thunder, 
and the whole ait was covered with clouds ; but 


Elijah praying for rain‘, at whofe requeft it came, 
1 Kengs xviii. 42. 

y.19. And all the people faid unto Samuel, &c.] 
‘During the tempeft, and in the midft of it; it was 
the general cry of the people, they were unanimous 
in it: pray for thy fervants unto the Lord thy God, 
that we di¢ not; though they had rejeéted him as 


© Comment in Amos iv. 7. P Antiq. 1, 6. €. 5, 
Schmid, in Pindar. Nemea, Ode 5- Pp. T10. 


to 
help them, or with want of faithfulnefs to his pro- 
mife to them, and with inconftancy to himfelt 
want of kindnefs and affection for them ; all w 


it hath pleafed the Lord to make you bis people 
was not owing to gny worth or worthinefs in thi 
that they became his people, but to his own | 
vereign good-will and pleafure ; and therefore, ; 
it was fothing in them that was the caufe of th 
being taken by him for his people, fo nothing 
them could be the caule of their being rejeéte 


§ 6, 3 Stromat. 1. 6. p. 630. 


hic 


perhaps they rather framed it trom the inftance of|would reflect upon his honour and glory: deca 


\ 
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¥.24. Only fear the Lord, and ferve him in truth 
with all your heart, &c] Fear him not with a 
fervile fear, which is before dehorted from, but 
with a filial fear, a revetential affection for God ; 
and includes the whole of religious worfhip, inter- 
nal and external ; explained farther by ferving him 
iccording to the truth of his word, and in a cor- 
dial, fincere and affectionate manner ; ahd if this 
was wanting in them, he fuggefts, that his prayers 
and inftructions would be of little avail, and not 
to be depended on: for confider how great things be 
hath done for you ; in bringing them out of Egypt ; 
fettling them in the land of Cayaan; giving them 
his laws, ftatutes, commands and ordinances ; fend- 
ing prophets unto them, and raifing up judges for 
them, and beftowing all good things on them, in 
nature, providence and grace; though fome re- 
{train this to the great thing he had done that day, 
to convince them of their fin, and by which they 
were returned to the Lord, namely, the violent 
ftorm of thunder; which wonderful inftance of the 
power of God, and token of iis difpleafure againtt 
them, they were to lay up in their minds, and not 
forget, that it might be a means of preferving 
them from fin for the future. 


¥.25.° But if ye fhall ftill do wickedly, &c.] Con- 


him as fuch ; it was of free grace and favour that 
they were taken into covenant with him, and by 
the fame would be retained: the Vulgate Latin 
verfion is, ‘* the Lord hath fworn to make you a 
people for himielf ;” fo archi interprets it, he 
{fwote, and takes it to have the fame fenfe as in ch. 
xiv. 24. 

¥. 23. Moreover, as for me, &c.]. As he had 
given them reafon to believe, that God would for- 
give their fin, by which they had offended him, in 
rejecting him as their king, fo he likewife forgave 
their offence againft him in rejecting him as their go- 
vernor under him, and fo neither need fear the Lord 
nor him with a fervile fear; and as God would ftill 
be gracious to them, if they abode by his fervice, 
fo he, Samuel, would do all the good offices for 
them that lay in his power: God forbid that I 
foould fin againft the Lord, in ceafing to pray for you , 
for fince they had returned to the Lord, and ac- 
knowledged their fin, it would have been an evil 
in him not to pray for them, that they might fhare 
in the pardoning grace and mercy of God, and 
have all good things beftowed upon them they 
ftood in need of ; this he judged to be his duty to 
do, and therefore abhorréd the thought of being 
indifferent to it, negligent of it, or of dropping 
it: but I will teach you the good and the right way ;|tinue to rebel againft God, revolt from him, and 
would not only pray for them, but inftruct them |depart from his worfhip, and defpife his prophets, 
in the way of their duty; a way that was a goodjand ferve idols: ye fhall be confumed, boih ye and 
one, agreeable to the will and word of God, and|your king, their king would be fo far from pro- 
in walking in which good things were enjoyed, and|teéting, that he fhould perifh with them, be 
which being a good way, muft needs bea right/killed by the fword, as Sau? their firft king was, 
way ; though Samuel ceafed to be a judge and chieflor go into captivity, as others of their kings 
magiftrate among them, he fhould not ceafe to act} did. 
the part of a prophet to them, both by his prayers 
and by his inftructions. 


CHAP. XIII. 


HIS chapter relates how Saul difpofed of his|4a/heth, and who was forty years of age when hi§ 
army, ¥. 1,2. that Fonathan his fon fmote|father died, 2 Sam. ii. ro. others, who underftand 

a garrifon of Philiftines, which provoked them to!the words of Sau/ himfelf, think there is an ellipsis 
come out with a large army againft them, to the|or defect of the number, and that it may be fup- 
great terror of the I/raelites, many of whom fled jplied, that Saw/ was the fon of thirty or forty years, 
to fecret places, and to diftant parts, ¥. 3—7. thatjor whatfoever age he may be fuppofed to be at 
Saul tarried at Gilgal waiting for Samuel, but he}when he began his reign; others take the words 
not coming fo foon as expected, offered facrifice}in a figurative fenfe, that he was like a child of a 
himfelf, y. 8—10. for which Samuel, when hejyear old, for purity and innocence ; fo the Targum, 
came, reproved him, and told him the kingdom |** as the fon of a year, in whom there are no 
fhould not continue with him, but be given to/faults, fo was Sau/ when he reigned ;” or he was 
another man, ¥. 11—14. on which Saul departed|but a year old, reckoning from the time he was 
to Gibeab, where he continued, the Phili/tines be-|turned into another man, and had another heart, 
ing encamped at Michmajfh, ¥.15,16. from whence!which was imrhediately after he was anointed king 
went out fpoilers, in three companies, into the landJat Ramah by Samuel, or he was but a year old 
of I/rael, where they met with no oppofition ; for|with refpect to his kingdom: the inauguration of 
there were no weapons in the hands of any but Sau/ja king is natalis imperit, the birth-day of his kings 
and Fonathan, the Pbiliftines having taken care]dom, and therefore the words are well enough 
that there fhould be no fmith in the land of J/rael|rendered by us, Saul reigned one year ; which is to 
to make them any, fo that they were defencelefs,|be reckoned either from his unction at Ramah, or 
¥. 17—23- rather from his election. at Mizpeb, t6 the renewal 
of the kingdom at Giga: and when he bad reign- 
yw. 1, Saul reigned one year, &c.) Or the fon of\ed two years over Ifrael,; which the Fewifb chrono- 

a year in bis reigning *: various are the fenfes given|logers * make to be the whole of his reign, which 
of thefe words ; fome interpret therh, Sau/ had alis not probable, confidering the many things done 
fon of a yeat old when he began to reign, J-\in his reign, the many battles he fought with all 
his 


5 1993 Syne P73 $2 filius anni Saul in regnando ipfum, Montanus, * Seder Olam Rabba, c. 13. 
p. 35- Juchafin, fol. if. 1. 
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his enemies on ever 7 ihe of him, and his long Gibeab of bentamie,: as Jah ry fe ae f 
perfecution of Davi. 


three high- pricks in By reign ; 3 pie fays a he his t roufand men where the 


firft anointing by Samuel at Sone to his fecond ates by Samuel Distr vee with 4 
anointing by him at Gibeah 5 (Gilgal I fuppofe he| {trong holds and garrifons in fome parts. 
means); and he reigned after this two years more,| to keep Lraeli in awe. ; the Targum underf ¢ 
before the Lord caft him off, and anointed David ;|of a fingle perfon, a governor of the Pbilifiz 
and the time he ruled after that, was not a rule, this place, whom Fonathan. flew; ge fo Jats 
but a tyranny and perlecution * ; but the fenfe Bem|and according to. R. Jfaiah he was © e that was 
Ger fom gives: is beft of all, that Bie year had paffed pointed to gather the. tax for them ; aes, Gis 
from the time of his being anointed, to the time|/tines heard py hes which alarmed them, a) 2 
of the renewal of the kingdom at Gi/gal; andjthem. prepare fat war: and Saul blew t. 
when he had reigned two years over J/rae/, then|/hroughout all the land; not hein perfon, . ee 
he did what follows, chofe 3000 men, &c. InjatGi/gal,as the next Bi fhews ;, but, he ofdeted . 
the firft year of his reign. was done all that is re-|to be blown, being aware of the preparations " 
corded in the preceding chapter, and when he had} PAz/ifines were making to attack him: /a (or fe 
reigned two years, not two years more, but twolthe Hebrews bear; both what his~ ~fon 
years in all, then he did what is related in this}and what the betas were doing. 
chapter. ¥.4. And all Irael heard fay that Saul ed 
¥. 2. Saul chofe him 3000 men of Ifrael, &c.]\ten a garrijon of the Pbiliftines, &c.] For though i It 
Out of the 300,000 that went-with him to fight|was {mitten by Yonatban, yet it was by the order - 
the: Ammonites, and returned with him to Gilgal, of Saul, and fo afcribed to him ;. it feems to be a 
where he now was, and had ftayed as may be fup- concerted thing to fall upon the garrifons of the 
pofed about a year, fince now he had reigned two! Philiftines, pit get them out of their hands, and 
years. Thefe 3000 men fome of them doubt-jfo. deliver rae entirely from them ; but it was 
lefS were appointed asa guard about his perfon, and]impolitic in. Saul, if he had fuch a fcheme i in his_ 
the reft_ were 4 ftanding « army to preferve the peace| head, to difband his large army, as he had lately 
of the nation, to provect them from their enemies,|done : and that I/rael alfo was had in abomination 
to watch the motions of the Philiftines, and to be| with the Philiftines; who were highly incenfed 
ready on any fudden invafion : whereof 2000 wer¢/againft them ‘by this action, and vowed revenge ¥.- 
with Saul in Michmajfh, and in mount Beth-el, the name of an Dfraelite was abhorred by them ; and 
Michmafb, according to Bunting *, was 4 miles perhaps this action might be attended with much 
from Gilgal... Ferom ‘{fays, in his time it wasjcraft.and cruelty ; and if thefe garrifons were held 
fhewn a large village on the borders of ia, or|by agreement, they might charge them with per- 
Ferufalem, retaining its ancient name; 9 miles dif-|fidy, with breach of articles, and fo their name 
tant from it, near the village Kama, ddricho-|was made to ftink among them, as the word fig- 
mius" {ays it is now called Byra, and Mr. Maun-\nifies: and the people were > called together after Saul 
drel “ obferves, that it is fuppofed by fome to be} zo Ne by found of trumpet. . . 
the fame with Beer, whither Yotham fed after he] y¥. 5. ‘And the Phili iftines yathered themfelves to- 
had delivered his parable, Judg. ix, 21. Mich- i to fight with Irael, &c.| To prevent their 
_ majo is inthe Mifnab * celebrated for the belt wheat] further encroachments on them, and defigns againft 
being brought from it, and near to it, as appears| them ; for they perceived they intended to caft off 
from hence, was Bethel, and the mount of that| their yoke, and free themfelves entirely from the 
name ; and fo Yerom” fpeaks of Bethel, as over| 30,000 chariots, and 6000 horfemen ; it may 
againtt Michmajh ; and this mount very ‘probably feem incredible, that fo fmall.a people as ao 
is the fame faid to be on the eaft of Bethel, where| /iffines. were, who only were poflefled of five cit it 
Abrabam built an altar, Gen xii. 8. for Michma/h\ or lordthips, with the villages belonging to, th 
lay to the eaft of Bethel: and 1000 were with Fo-| except what they had taken from J/rael; and er e 
nathan in Gibeab of Benjamin, the native place off if affifted by the Tyrians, as the sino ae Recle- 
Saul, and this Yonathan was the fon of Saul, y.| fiafficus fays, ch, xlvi. 20. though be lesa to hay. 
16. According to Bunting* Gibeah where fona-| refpect not to this time, but when § mule ain {co mf . 
than was ftationed was 8. miles from Michmafh:) edthem, ch. vii. 10, I fay i It may fe : 
and the ree of the people be fent every man to bis\ that they fhould bring fuch a numb er of char 
into the field ; wherefore this muft either be un 
flood of 30,000. men. that fought in chariots 


tent ; to their own houfes ; or, as the Targum, to 
Lyra interprets it, and in. which fenfe it is 


cher cities ; thefe were they that came at his fum 
iS 


mons, and were numbered at Bezek, and went with 
him to the relief of Fabe/b- -gilead, and had been and certain the word chariots is fometimes u 
in 2 Sam. x. 18. 1 Kings xx. 21. 1 Chron. 3 


with bis ever fince, ahd now difmiffed. 
¥. 3. And jonathan Jinote the garrifon of the Phi-\ or elle of fome fort of « ae not cha 


ii ‘nines. that was in Geba, &c.] Not the fame with 


‘ 
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«iljas ot 3 oe Gud Me ts : i) eer’: 
to carry the baggage of their infantry, which was 
ery Tater and to carry away the goods and fub- 
ance of the Ifraelites; fome have thought that 
‘there is a miftake of the copier, who inftead of 
whe three, read ww sbirty; fo Capellus, and 
the rather becaufe in the <drabic and Syriac ver- 
fions it is only Getre sgeaete but even this is too 
great a number, underftood. of chariots of war ; 
er never any people, in the world was known to 
have. fo many chariots of war; Pharaoh in his targe 
hoft had but 600; Exod. xiv. 7: Fabin king of 
‘Canaan had indeed 900, Fudg. iv. 3. and David 
took from the king of Zobab- 1000 chariots ; but 
whether they were all chariots of war is not certain, 
2 Sam, viii. 4. Solomon indeed had 1400. cha- 
riggs Put they don’t, appear to be chariots of war, 
-butfome for ufe, and fome for ftate and grandeur. 
‘Wherefore if a miftake in the copy is admitted of, 
‘and this can be confirmed by fome MSS. yet we 
‘mutt recur to one or other of the above fenfes ; 
fome of them mutt be underftood of other fort of 
carriages, or, of men that fought in thefe chario.s ; 
and allowing ten men to a chariot, which feems to 
be the ufual number by comparing 2 Sam. x 18 
with 1 Chron. xix. 18, then 30co men would fill 
300 chariots, which are as many as it can well be 
thought the Philifines had.’ Zerab the Ethiopian, 
who brought. into the field an army of 1,000,00 
men,,had no more fhan 300 chariots, 2 Chron. xiv. 
g- and no more had Amtice/us Eupator in his 
army, 2 Maccad. xiii. 2. Darius in his vatt army 
had but 2c0*, and in thé very Jarge one which 
Mitbridates brought againtt the Romaus, there was 
but 100; and-now 3000 men in goo chariots were 
but a proportion to .6c00 horfemen, which in thofe 
times and countries was a large cavalry: and the 
people as the fand which is on the fea-fbore in multt- 


tude , the infantry was fo large as not to be num- 


bered ; however the phrafe denotes a great multi- 
‘tude of them; Fofephus fays > there were. 300,000 
foot: and they came up, and pitched in Michmafh, 
eafiward from Bethaven ,;. where Saul, before he 
went to Gilgal, had his quarters, ¥.2. Bithaven 
was a place near Bethel, on the eaft of it, 7o/>. vii 
2. though Bethel itlelf was afterwards fo called 
when Feroboam had fet up the worfhip.of the calves 
there, Ho/: iv. 15. it fignifying the houfe of vanity 
or iniquity. 
¥. 6. When the men of Irael faw they were in a 
firait, for the people were diftreffed, &c.] By reafon 
of the vaft army that the Péi7/fines brought into 
the field, greatly fuperior to theirs, and were likely 
to be encompafied by them onevery fide ; fo that 
nothing but deftruction was expected, which gave 
them the utmoft anxiety and uneafinefs ; though 
Abarbinel refers this laft,claufe, not.to the people of 
Jrael, but to the people of the Philipines, and 
.takes it in this fenfe, for the people drew nigh ; the 
army of the Pbiliftines was approaching, and got 
- mear to them ; and fo they were in great danger of 
being quickly attacked by them, and deftroyed, 
their numbers being fo great : then the people did 
hide themfelves in.caves ; of which there were many 
in the land of ‘fudea, capable of receiving a large 
number, as the cave of ddullam, the cave of Ex- 
gedi, &c. and fuch as the J/raelites made to hide 
ps a when oppreffed by the Midianttes, Fudg. 
yi. 2. and in thickets ; woods and forelts, or among 
thorns, as Yarchi,; where there. was a very great 
number. of brambles and thorn-buthes ; fome, as 
\ Kimchi, interpret the word, of munitions, garrifons, 


2. 
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and fortified places, to which they betook ‘them- 
felves: ia-rocks, and in bigh places, and in pits ; in 
the holes of rocks and mountains, particularly in 
mount Ephraim, fee ch. xiv, 22. and where there 
were any pits or ditches, high or deep places, where 
they might be our of fight, and be theltered from 
their enemies. . _ Ales IIS. 
¥ 7. And'Jome of the Hebrews went over Fordan 
tothe land..of Gad and Gilead, &c.\_ ‘As far off as 
they could from. the Péilijlines, who lay on the 
welt of the Jand of J/rael, and thefe countries were 
to the eaft. — Kimcbi obferves, that the land of Rex- 
ben is not Mentioned, which was on the other fide 
Jordan alfo; becaufe that was-nearer to it than what 
was inhabited by Gad, and the half-tribe of .Ma- 
nafjeh, and .theretore they.chole .to.go farther, © 
chinking themfelves cthére fafer: as for Saul, be was 
yet in. Gilgal ; where he , ftayed cill samuel fhould 
come to him, as direéted, ch.x, 8. to have his 
advice and coyntel :. and all the people followed kim 
trembling ; all that. were with him, the army as di= 


tinct. trom the .common. people ; they. abdde by 


bim, and, were at his command, and were ready to 
go where he fhould. dire& them ; but with trem- 
bling hearts when they faw the panic of the people, 
fleeing into holes and corners, and confidered what 
a huge holt the Philifines were coming upon them 
with, and Samuel their prophet not with them to 
encourage and counfel them. 

¥.8. And he tarried feven days according to the 
jet time that Samuel had appointed, &c.] He tar- 
ried to.the feventh day, but not to the end of it, or 
towards the clofe of it, as he fhouldhavedone: Jat 
Samuel came not to Gilgal; {> foon as Saul expect- 
ed: and the people were fcattered from him; many 
deferted him, the Pdilzftines drawing nigh, and Sa- 
muel not coming, as Saul expected, and had given 
the people reafon-to expect. 

¥.9. And Sau! faid, &c.|, Being impatient, and 
feeing the people deferting him apace, and unwwil- 
ling to engage in a battle without Arft facrificing to 
God, and imploring his help and aMfiitance : ding 
hither a burnt-offering to we that is, a creature tor 
a burnt-offering, a bullock, fheep, goat, or lamb ; 
and peace-offevings; which alfo were either of the 
herd, orof the flock : and be offered the burnt-of- 
ering ; either he himfelf, or by a prieft.. In this 
unfettled time, while the tabernacle, altar, and ark, 
were at different places, and not yet fixed, it is 
thought: that fuch who were not priefts, might of- 


fer, and that in high-places, and where the taber- 


nacle and altar were not. 

¥..10., And it.came to pafs, that as foon as he had 
made an end of offering the burnt-offering, &c.] And 
before he could offer the peace-offerings : behold 
Samuel came; and it was told Saul that he was 
come: and Saul went. out to mect him; \eft off fa- 
crificing, and would proceed no farther, leaving 
the relt tor Samuel, and out.of refpecét.to him, and | 


to prevent achiding of him, he went forth to meet 


him.: that he might, falute him; .or blefs bim* s 
congratulate him on his.coming, afk of his health 
and welfare, and wifh him ali , peace and profpe- 
rity. 

y. 11. And Samuel faid, what bajft thou done? 
&c |. This queftion he putto bring him to a con- 
feffion of what he had done, otherwife he gueffed - 
at it by his countenance ; or rather by the prophe- 
tic fpirit he was endowed with, he knew it certainly 
that he had offered the. facrifices without waiting 
for him: and Saul faid, becaufe I faw the people 


were 


i, ie wand ad benedicendum ei, Montanus. 
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were feattered from me, they were deferting, and he 
feared if he ftaid any longer, they would all leave 

‘him; this was one reafon of doing what he did: 
and that thou cameft not within the days appointed ; 
feven days were appointed, and becaufe the feventh 
day was come, though it was not gone, he con- 

‘cluded Samuel would not come at all 3 and that was 
‘another reafon why he did what he.did ; and by 
this would have laid the blame on Samuel, as if he 
did not keep his time; whereas it was Sau/’s im- 
patience that hurried him to this aétion : and that 
the Philiftines gathered themfelves together to Mich- 
mafb ; where his ftation before was, and from 
thence he might quickly expect them at Gilgal ; 
and this was another reafon why he haftened the 
facrifice. 

y. 12. Therefore faid I, &c.] That is, within 
himfelf : the Philiftines will come down now upon 
me to Gilgal; on a fudden unprepared for them, 
efpecially in a religious way : and I have not made 
fupplication to the Lord, for his direction and affitt- 
ance, and for fuccefs in the wars; which it feems 
went along with facrifices, or was implied in them : 
I forced myfelf therefore, and offered a burnt-offer- 
ing ; it was reluctant to him, it was againft his 
will, as well as the command of Samuel, to offer 
before he carne, he fuggefts ; but fuch were the 
circumftances he was in, that he was obliged to it ; 
thefe are the reafons or excufes he made, and fome 
of them have a fpecious appearance in them. 

y.13. And Samuel faid to Saul, thou baft done 
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might feem a {mall thing, fince to offer the facri 
fice was not criminal ; but doing it befor 
time, a little before it fhould have been done, not 
waiting long enough for the prophet ; yet it being 
againft the command of God, or in neglect of i 
it was finful, and feverely chaftized ; and 
ther, that it might be an example to all fu 
kings how they offended, or broke the | 


God’s commandments; and this being the fir 
king of Z/rael, he was made an example of to th 


reft. “+ i ha 

¥. 15. And Samuel arofe, &c.] Seemingl in 
wrath and difpleafure, not ftaying to offer up the 
peace-offerings which remained ; and though no 
mention is made of Sau/’s going with him, yet it 
feems as if he did, or at leaft quickly follc 
him, as appears from the next verfe: and got bim 
up from Gilgal unto Gibeah of Benjamin , the native 
place of Saul, thereby directing Saul where he 
fhould go, and which might be a ftronger place 
than Guilgal ; or however where he might expec to 
be joined by more perfons of his own tribe, as well 
as inthe firft place protect and defend that ; and it 
looks by Samuel’s going thither, though he was dif- 
pleafed with Saul, yet that he did not intend to 
forfake him direétly and entirely : amd Saul number- 
ed the people that were prefent with him, about 600 
men ; which was done either before he left Gilgal, 
oras foon ashe came to Gibeah; fo greata defer- 
tion was there from him, that of the 3ooo firft 
chofen by him, and of the people after called and 


foolifbly, &c.] Not by intruding himfelf into the}gathered to him at Gi/ga/, only 600 remained with 
priefts office, with that he is not charged, but not}him; a {mall number indeed to encounter fo large 
waiting the full time till “Samuel came ; which|an army the Pdili/tines had brought into the field, 


fhewed his impatience, difregard to Samuel, and 
diftruft of God; and though he thought he had 
acted wifely, and taken the proper precautions in his 
circumftances, yet he acted foolifhly; and though a 
king, Samuel being a prophet of the Lord, and in 
his name, fpared not to tell him fo: thou bajt not 
kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which 
he commanded thee ; by his prophet, that he fhould 
wait feven days for his coming, who would then of- 
fer facrifices, and tell him what he fhould do; and 
not to keep the commandment of God, was acting 
a foolith part: for now would the Lord have efta- 
blifhed thy kingdom upon Ifrael for ever; that is, for 
along time, on his foh, and fon’s fon ; and then, 
according to promife and prophecy, it would come 
to one of the tribe of Judah ; but now feeing he 
had acted fuch a part, it fhould not continue long 
in his family, no longer than his own life, and 
quickly come into other hands. | 
¥.14. But now thy kingdom fhall not continue, 
&c.] That is, in his family, nor in his tribe, but 
be removed to another : the Lord hath fought him 
aman after his own heart ; who was David; tho’ 
as yet’ Samuel knew him not, he knew by divine 
revelation that there was one pitched upon, to 
whom the kingdom would be given; a man every 
way agreeable to the will of God, and who would 
fulfil his will, though he knew not particularly 
who he was: and the Lord bath commanded him to 
be captain over his people ; that is, had appointed 
him to be king over J/rael.. God’s decrees have 
the force of a Jaw in them, and mutt be fulfilled ; 
and can’t be refifted fo as to be fruftrated: becaufe 
thou baft not kept that which the Lord hath com- 
manded thee, it matters not whether the thing 
commanded is greater or lefs, it is difobedience to 
the command that is the fin, and is refented : this 


/ 
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and which therefore Sau/ could not face. 
¥. 16. And Saul and fonathan bis fon, &c.| Who 
were now joined to their men, on Sgul’s coming to 
Gibeab: and the people that were prefent with them; 
the 600 men before numbered : abode in Gibeah of 
Benjamin ; being perhaps a ftrong fortified place, 
not choofing to go forth to meet the army of the 
Philiftines, fo vaftly fuperior to them: but the Phi- 
liftines encamped at Michmafh , the old quarters of 
Saul before he went to Gilgal, y. 2. as 

¥. 17. And the fpoilers came out of the camp of 
the Philiftinesin three companies, &c.| Saud not da- 
ring to come out to fight them, and there being 
none throughout the land to oppofe them, they 
fent out three companies of foldiers to ravage and 
fpoil the country ; of fo little ufe and fervice was a 
king to J/rae/, they were fo extremely defirous of ; 
and this was fuffered to convince them of their vain 
confidence in him, and that their cruft ought to be 
in the Lord their God; never was their country 
more expofed to rapine and violence than now: 
one company turned unto the way that leadeth to 
Ophrah; a city in the land of Benjamin, of which 
fee Fo/h. xviii. 23. and lay fouth-weft from 


ap 


majo, where the army of the Philiftines were : unto 


the land of Shual; which the Largum ) para) hrafes 
** the land of the fouth;” it feems to have had 
its name from the multitude of foxes in it, Shual 
| fignifying a fox. « sok ee 
¥. 18. And another company turned the way 

Bethoron, &c% Of which name there were two ci- 
ties, the upper and nether, and both in 

of Ephraim, of which fee Fob. xvi. 3, 5. 


a 
north-weft from the camp of the Pbiliftines at 
Michmafh ; 8 miles from it, according to B; 
ting *: and another company turned to the way 
border, that looketh towards the of 


= 
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toward the wildernefs ; fome take this to be the 
Zedoim which was deftroyed with Sodom and Go- 
morrab ,; and the wildernefs, the wildernefs of ‘Yor- 
dan; but as that, fo the valley in which it ftood. 
was turned into a bituminous lake ; this feems to 
be a city in the land of Benjamin, Neb. xi. 34.:near 
towhich was a valley, and this towards the wil- 
dernefs of Fericho, and fo lay ealtward ; the Tar- 
gum calls it the valley of vipers, perhaps from its 
being infefted with many ; and fo David de Pomis ° 
{ays it is the name of a place where plenty of fer- 
pents were found, and which, he fays were called fo 
becaufe of the variety of colours in them; with 
which agrees Kimchi’s note on the place; they 
feem to mean ferpents fpotted ", as if they were 
painted and dyed of various colours, as the Hebrew 
word which is thus paraphrafed fignifies : accord- 
ing to Bunting®, it was eight miles from Mich- 
mafp. 
¥.19. Now there was no {mith found through- 
out all the land of I/rael, 8c.) The Pbiliftines when 
they ruled over them, having removed them into 
their own country, and forbid:any to learn orex- 
ercife that trade in J/rael: for the Philiftines faid, 
Jeft the Hebrews make fwords or fpears;, this they 
did to prevent their having arms, and the ufe of 
them, that they might notrebel againft them, and 
fight with them, and overcome them ; it was a 
piece of policy to keep them fubjec to them ; -fo 
Nebuchadnezzar, when ' conquered the Fews, 
and carried them captive, ‘took care particularly to 
carry away their fmiths, and left none but the poor- 
eft fort of people in the land, 2 Kings xxiv. 14. 
Fer. xxiv. 1. and Porfena, king of the Etru/ci, 
when he madeacovenant with the Romans, upon 
the expulfion of their kings, made this a condition 
of peace with them, that they fhould ufe no iron 
but in hufbandry®.. When this courfe was taken 
by the Péiliftines with the J/raektes, and how long 
it had continued, is not certain ; it is probable it 
might be in the fpace of forty years they ruled 
over J/rael, in which Samfon was born, for we ne- 
ver read of any fword or fpear that he made ufe of ; 
and though there were two battles in the times of 
£li, in both which J/rael were beaten, they might 
make ufe only of bows and arrows, flings, and 
ftones, clubs, &c. as alfo in the battle of Saul 
with the Ammonites; and as for the defeat of the 
Philiftines in the time of Samuel, it was by thun- 
der ; and though the Phriftines were then fubdued, 
yet as Samuel grew old, they regained their power 
in a good meafure, and the J/raelites had not {pirit 
enough to oppofe them, nor-diligence and induftry 
to learn and revive the trade of finiths among 
them ; not even for what was neceffary to hufban- 
dry, as the following verfe fhews. 

y¥.20. But all the Ifraelites went down to the Phi- 
lifiines, &c.] Were obliged to go into Pale/tine, in- 
to fome one or other of the cities of the Phili/tines, 
or to their garrifons, where the trade of a fmith 
was exercifed : to /harpen every man his fhare and 
his coulter ; which are the parts of the plough 
made of iron, with which the earth is cut and 
thrown up: and bis ax and bis mattock ; or pick- 
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the ce are dug; and each of thefe for 
their feveral ules needed fharpening ; and when they 
did, they were obliged to goto the Philijtines to 
have them done, they having no fmiths among 
them. 

MW. 21. Let they had a file for the mattocks, and for 
the coulters,.and for the forks, and for the axes, &¢,] 
Thofe that would not go.to the Pdiliftines, or were 
not able, or,thought it too much trouble, thefe 
kept files by them to fharpen thofe feveral inftru- 
ments with upon occafion ; though the words are 
by fome rendered in connexion with the preceding, 
to this fenfe, that they went to the Pdiliftines to 
fharpen them, when the mouths, or edges, of the mat- 
tocks, coulters, &c. were dull; or blunt, and fo needed 
fharpening :. aud even to fharpen the goads ; with 
which they pricked and pufhed on the oxen in 
ploughing, when fluggifh and remifs.  ~ 

W. 22. So itcame to pa/s in the day of battle, &c.] 
‘When that drew near, and they were called co it, 
and obliged to fight or flee, or furrender: shat there 
qwere neither fword nor {pear found in the hand of 
any of the people that were with Saul and ‘fonathan ; 
which was not owing to their leaving them behind 
in the camp, or cafting them away from them 
through fear, as they followed Sau/ with trembling, 
but to the caufe now mentioned. In what manner 
fome preceding battles were fought with the Phiii- 
fiines and Ammonites notwithftanding, have been 
accounted for on ¥. 19. but it is ftrange that the 
Tfraelites did not. furnifh themfelves with the arms 
of the Péiliftines at the defeat of them in Eden- 
Ezer, ch. vii. 10,.11. and with the arms’ of the 
Ammonites at fabefh Gilead, ch. xi. 11. and that 
fach a warlike prince as Saul appeared at his firft 
fetting’out to ‘be, fhould not inthe firft place take 
care to provide armour for his men by fome means 
or another; for that thofe that left him fhould have 
arms, and not thofe that abode with him, does not 
feem reafonable.. It may be the Benjaminites, be- 
ing expert in flinging, were indifferent to and ne- 
glected the ufe of any other weapon, or method of 
fighting : but with Saul and with Fenathan his fon 
was there found , {words and fpears, and with them 
only. 

¥. 23. And. the garrifon of the Philiftines went out 
to the pafjage of Michmafh ;| According to Farchi 
thefe two places, Michmafh where the Philiftines 
were, and Gibeab where Saul and Jonathan were, 
lay on two hills over againfteach other, and there 
was a valley between them ; and the garrifon of 
the Pbiliftines. drew nigh to the paflage of Mich- 
majo, which led to the fide of Gibeah, to the. vale 
ley between them, either with an intention to be- 
fiege Gibeah, or to dare J/rae] to come out and fight 
them: but rather it feemsto be fome {trong pals 
between the rocks near Michmajh, where the gar- 
rifon placed themfelves to. guard and keep againft 
any fudden furprize ; feech. xiv. 4. The Targum 
is, ‘* the governor of the. Philiftines went out to 
the ford or paffage of Michmajh ;” and Kimchi 
interprets it of the princes or generals of the army ; 
thefe might go to mark out a camp, and pitch up- 
on a proper place to draw up in a line of bat- 
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“a7 HYS chapter gives atraccount of an adventure| /i#ines, but remained in the furtheft part of Gideab, 
(P of Jonathan and his armotr-bearer, fmiting}at the greateft diftance from the camp of t e F 
a carrifon of the Philifines, y.1—14. which with|/ifines,°in the ttrongeft part of the city, orc 
other circumftances ftruck terror ‘into the’ wholejintrenched in the outer part of it in the felc tite | 
army ; which being obferved by "Sais fpies, he dera pomegranate-tree; where werehis head quar- 
and his men went out againft them, afid being join-|ters; his tent or pavilion was erected under a lange 
ed by others, purfued them, and obtained a'com~- fpreading pomegranate, which protected him from. - 
plete victory, ¥. 15—23. butywhat fullied the ;the heat of the fun: or under Rimmon; the rock, 
glory of the day, was'a th of Seul’s, adju- Rimmon 5 under the fhelter. of that, and in the ca- 
ring the people not to eat any food till evening, | verns of it ; where a like number of Benjaminites: 
which ‘fonathan not hearing of ignorantly broke, he now had with him, formerly hid, themfelves,. 
y¥. 24—-31. and which long fafting made the peo- | Fudge. xx. 47. which is in Migros 3 a part of Gi-, 
ple fo ravenous, that they. (lew their cattle,‘and eat|beah, or rather of the field of Gibeqh fo called ; for: 
them with the blood, contrary to the law of God,|near it it certainly was; and is alfo mentioned. — 
for which they were reproved. by Saul, y. 32, 33, along with Michma/h, and as lying in the way of 
34. upon which he built an altar, and enquired of|the march of Sennacherib, king of Affria, to Feru-. 
the Lord.whether he fhould purfite the Pdili/tines| /alem, Tf. x. 28..and the, people: that were with bim 
all that night till morning, but had no ‘anfwer ;|were abort 600 men; which is obferved to thew. 
which made him conclude fin was committéd, and|that no addition was made. to his little army; it was 
which he enquired ‘after, declaring that'if it was|the fame it was when ‘he came:thither, the people 
his own fon ‘Fonatban that had committed it hejdid not flock to his affiftance, being in fear of the 
fhould furely die, 3. 35—39. the people being fi-|army of the Philipines, which was f0 powerful 5. 
lent, he caft lots, and the lot fell upon Yonathan ;|lee chyxiil. 15. ayer via ee 
who had it not been for the refolution of the peo-| '¥. 3. Aud Abiah the fon of Abitub, Ithabod’s bre- 
ple that refcued him out of his hands, becaufe of ther, cc.| Ichabod. was, the child that Phinebas’s 
the gréat falvation he had wrought, muft have|wife was brought to’ bed of, on hearing the news 
died, y. 40—46. and the chapter is clofed with anjof the ark being taken, and of the death of her 
account of Saul’s battles with the neighbouring na-|hufband: and father-in‘law, which name fhe gave 
tions in general, and of his family, ¥. 47—52: —|himvon that account, and died; fee chsivs 19—22. 
' he, it feems, had an elder brother, called Abituby 
- ¥. 1. Now it came to pafs upon.a day, &c.} At ajwho died young, and- this dbiab was the fon of 
certain time, a little after the garrifon of the Péi-jhim ; for not he, but 4bitud, was Ichabed’s bro« 
liftines had made the movement, ch. xiii. 23. andjther : the fon of Phinehas; fo Ichabod was : the fom 
it ig not to be taken ftri€tly for the day-time ; for|of Eli; fo Phinehas was : the Lord’s prieft iw Shi4 
it is probable it was in the night that the following lob x-this refers not to dhiah, for he was not now 
propofal was made,’ and’began to be carried into prieft in Shiloh, which was deftroyed ; and befides, 
execution; for Yo/ephus* {ays it was day-light)/he was now in the camp of Szau/ ; but to Eli, who 
when Youathan and his armour-bearer came to'the| when living exercifed the prieft’s office in Shilob > - 
camp of the Pbiliftines; he-had formed his {cheme|twearing an epbod ; as Ahiah now did ; not fuck 
perhaps the night before, and he and his man fet}as common priefts wore, but the ephod the high: — 
out in the night-time, and by break’of day came|prieft wore, which had the breaft-plate of judg- 
up to the garrifon as after related :\ that Fonathan| ment, the Urimand Ihummim in it, by which en- 
the fon of Saul faid unto the’ young man that bare|quiry was made, y. 37. the meaning of. all this is 
his armcour ; as was ufual in‘thofe times for'generals|that. the high-prieft was now with Sau/, and the 
of armies to have fuch, and fo in after times ;/ark alfo, which and the high-prieft might be fent 
fuch were Automedon to Achilles, and Achates to\for on this occafion, ¥..18. end ithe people knew mor 
Aineas, as Grotius obferves: come and let us go over|that Fonathan was gone; or they would have gone 
to the Philiftines garrifon that is on the other fide ; with him, namely, the military men that were par- 
that is, go over the valley which lay between|ticularly with him ; he and Sea/ were in two dif- 
Michmafh and Gibeah, tothe Philiftines, that lay on| ferent parts of Gidead, with diftin@ bodies of men 
the“other fide the valley beyond it ; and fo was not|whether the thoufand that Yonartber firft had with 
in it, but at a pafs on the hills, “at the’ bottom of| him all continued is:not'certain ; it feems probable 
which. this. valley lay, ahd could be feen at a dif-|they did not ; it cam hardly be thought he thould 
tance, and pointed at with the finger, as Yarchi have more with him, than were with Sau/; fee 
notes: but be told not bis father ; left he fhould dif-|ch. xiii 2. thoughfrom y.17. they feem mow to 
approve of his projeét, and hinder him from pur-jhave been together, 5 ©) 0) 
fuing ic; and had not his fpirit been ftirred up to| : ¥. 4, And between the pafjages by ewbich Fonathan, 
this by the Lord, of which he was fully perfuaded,|/oaght ‘to go over unto the Philifiines garrijon, 8e.4 
he would have acted riot only a rafh part, but con-|One of which ig ‘called «the paffage of Adichmafhy 
trary to military difcipline, in engaging in an en-|ch. ‘xiii. 2 3./and was that by which they went.from 
terprize without the knowledge and direction of his 
veneral ; -unlefs we can fuppofe he had an unli- 
mited commiffion from his father, to attack the 
enemy, at difcretion, at any time, and any-where. 
¥. 2. And Saul tarried in the uttermoft part of Gi- 
beab,8ec.] Not daring to go out againft the Phi- 
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called the paflage of Gibeab, was that by which © 
they went from Michmajb to Gibeah, and in effeé - 
was but one ; . and this was feized by the earr ; 
of the Pbiliftines, on that part of it Which was tc 
wards Michmafh ; fo that there ob £ ac- 


fotiiey sang 


® Antiqu. 1, 6. c. 6. §. 2. 


Gibeah to Michmajfo , the other, which might be 


. a : 


“ Chxivek getr Io Sf 


cefs to: the camp of the Philifines, which Fona-| Very 


than therefore propofed to go over,to and deftroy, 


but his difficulties were very great :. there was @ 
Soarp rock on the one fide, and a foarp rock on the 


other fide; not that there was on each fide of the 
pailage or paflages to the right and left a cragged 
» between which men 


next verfe fhews the contrary ; 
tooth of a rock’, as itis in the original text ; or a 
promontory or prominence on the one fide towards 
Michinafh, which ftood out like a tooth ; and ano- 
ther promontory or prominence on that towards 
Gibeak 5 fo that both muft be gone over to get to 
the camp, the only paffage being guarded. by the 
gartifon ; and indeed it feems to me there was. but 
‘one rock, and two precipices at the oppofite parts 
of it, and which ftood between the paffages, which 
precipices muft be climbed over : and the name of 
the one was Bozex, and the name of the other Seneb 5 
which, according to the Targum, the one fignifies 
lubrication, being fmooth and flippery, and. the 
other treading, being more trodden and beaten ; 
but Hiterus = derives both ftom clay, which feems 
not fo agreeable to a rock ; ‘though in another 
place * he makes the former to have its name from 
whitenefs, which is the~colour of fome rocks and 
clifts 5 and one fhould think the latter rather has 
its name from bufhes, brambles, and thorns, that 
might grow upon it. p . 

WV. 5. The. fore-front of the one was fituate nortb- 
ward, over-againft Michmafp, &c.| The northern 
precipice of this rock was towards Michma/b, 
wherethe Phzlitines lay encamped, and where was 
the paffage of Adichma/h the garrifon went into and 
pofiefied : and the other fouthward over again/t Gi- 
Seah the fouthern precipice faced Gibeab, and 
both precipices were to be got over before he could 
get to. the garrifon, thefe lying between the two 
pafflages ; the one at one end called the paffage of 
Michmajo, the other at the other, which might be 
called the paffage of Gibeabh, 

¥. 6. And Fonathan faid to the young man. that 


bare his armour, &c.| A fecond time, as dbarbinel 


thinks ; the young man. giving no anfwer to him 
the firft time, perhaps through fear, he repeats it, 


and enlarges upon it for his, encouragement : come 
and let us go over unto the garrifon of the/e UMCLY CHIN | 
cifed ; as thefe Pbiliftines. were, whereas feveral of. 


the other nations, though heathen, were circum- 


cifed ; asthe Edemites, Arabians, and others; and 


this onathan obferves to the young man, in hope 
that they being fuch the Lord would deliver them 
into theirhand: it may be that the Lord will work 
for us, afign, as the Targum, a miracle, as in- 
deed he did; and of which  Fonathan was, per- 
fuaded in his own mind, though he did not chufe 
to exprefs himfelf in a confident way ; not knowing 
in what manner, and whether at this time the Lord 
would appear, and work falvation and deliverance ; 
and yet had a ftrong impulfe upon his. mind it 
would be wrought, and therefore was encouraged 
to try this expedient : for there is xo reftraint to 
the Lerd, to fave by many or by few; he is not li- 
mited to numbers, and can eafily work falvation 
by a few as by many. It is no difficult thing to 
him to fave by few, nor can any thing hinder him, 
let the difficulties be what they will, when he has 
aeests to deliver his people. 
¥. 7. Aad bis armour-bearer faid unto im, 
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paffed as they went 
from place to place ; for the pofition of them inthe 
but there. was she 


heart, 
rs a 8, Then 


over. to. thele 


felves in this expedition, 
fue, whether they, fhould. fucceed or no: fhould 


Jtand fill in our place 5 
could, fhewing as little 


to them; neither 


preci 


8cc.] |éeah, and  prefented 


Petrx, Pagninus, Montanus ; fcopulus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifeator. 


> xe Pe 
te LF 

dily sand chearfully::, do al! that is in rbine 
heart hua ans taraple dace, that thou haft a 
mind to.do, that is upon. thy. heart, and thou art 
defirons of, and ftrongly inclined and affected to: 
turn. thee 5 which way thou. wilt, towards the gar- 
rifon of the Philifines, or elfewhere : bebold, J am 
with thee, according to thy heart ; I'll go. with theé 
wherever thou goeft, and do, whatfocver .thou 
would{t have me to do 4 am at thy command, 
and. according to thy with and defire, and in all 
things .fubjeét to thy will; I am as thine own 
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faid Fonatban, bebold We will pafs 
men, &c.] Over the. precipices to 
them, as. fteep and as cragged as they are, and we 
will difcover ourfelves to.them prefent, themfelves to 
them at day-light, andJet them know plainly who 
they. were, that they were, Hebrews. . 

¥.9- Lf they fay thus unto us, &c.] By this and 
what follows, he gives his mana fign by which 
both might know how they fhould conduct them- 
and what would be the if- 


they fay, tarry until we come to you.; this, as it 
would exprefs bolcnefs, in. the men of the garrifon, 
and fhew that they were ready to. come out and 
fight, would portend evil, and then what they had 
to do _was.to. be.upon the defenfive : then we will 
wait till they came to them, 
and make the beft. defence of themfelves as they 
fearas, poffible, and not at- 
tempting to retreat and flee: and will not LOUD un- 
go backwards nor forwards 5: not 
backward, which would .fhew fear; nor forward, 
to expofe themfelves to; too.much danger from the 


garrifon, they appearing ‘to, be bold and intre- 


pid. 
¥.10. But if they fay unto us, come up unto us, 

&c.] Which however {poken in contempt of them, 

yet, would difcover fome fear, that they did not care 

tocome out of their hold to them, and expofe 

themfelves to any danger; and _befides being bid 

tocome up, though it might be in a {neering iro- 

nical. way, as fuppofing it impracticable for them ; 

yet this would lead them on to make the attempt ; 

and wwhilft. the men were carelefs and decure, they 

might obtain their point : then we will go up; the 

ice, which was fuppofed unpaffable : Ser the 
Lord hath delivered them into our hands ; they being 
afraid to come out, and fcornful and felf-confident 
in their garrifon : and this fhall be @ fig unto us; 

a direction how to behave, what fteps to take, and 
a confirming fign affuring of fuccefs, Bp. Patrick 
and others obferve, from Herodotus ° , fomething 
fimilar to this, of the Peonians, who went to war 
with the, Perinthians, direéted by\the oracle ; and. 
were ordered. that if the Perinthians provoked 


jthem to fight, calling them by name, then the 


fhould invade them 5 but if nor, 
and fo they did, and. overcame; for when they met, 
there were. three fingle combats ; in the two Girt 
the Perixibians were conquerors, and began to 
triumph.and infult ; apon which the Peonians {aid 
to one another, now is the oracle fulfilled, now is 
our bufinefs, and {fo fell upon them, and left few of 
them. ; 

¥. 11, And both of them difeovered themfelves unto 
the garrifon. of the Philiftines, &c.] They .pafied 
over the valley that. lay between AMdichmafb and Gi- 
themfelyes,at the bottom of 
= the 


fhould abftain ; 
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the hill or rock on which the garrifon was, to the'the word 


open view of it; and who might eafily difcern who 
they were, that they were Hebrews, as they did, as 
follows : and the Philiftines faid, behold the Hebrews 
come forth out of the holes where they had hid them- 
jelves , being in want of provifions, 
ftarved, and fo obliged to come out to feek 
{tenance ; fee y. 6. 
x12. And the men of the garrifon anfwered Fo- 
nathan and bis armour-bearer, &c.J) The guards 
that were fet to watch the garrifon, who deferying 
them, called to them, and faid : come up to 4s, and 
we will flew you a thing ; we have fomething to 
fay to you, a pretty thing to fhew you, when you 
fhall pay dear for your boldnets and impudence, in 
daring to come fo near; not imagining that they 
could come, or would dare to attempt to come any 
farther : and ‘fonathan faid unto his armour-bearer, 
come up after me, follow me, and never fear, but we 
will find a way co come up to them, however dif- 
ficult it may be : for the Lord hath delivered them 
into the band of Irael ; he knew by their language 
that God had given them a fpirit ‘of fear, that they 
aurft not Gome out of their hold, and come down 


for fu- 


to them ; and thathe had caft them into a {pirit of | fe/d, &c. J 


fecurity and vain confidence, that they could never 
come at them, and give them any trouble; and 
from hence he concluded deliverance was at hand 
for the people of Jrae/, he fecking not his own 
private intereft and glory, but the public good ; 
and which he was ready to afcribe not to his own 
valour and courage, but to the power, kindnefs, 
and goodnefs of God. 

y.13. And Fonathan climbed up upon his bands 
and upon his feet, &c.) He didnot attempt to go 
up the way or pals the Pbrli/tines kept,‘ but turned 
afide and climbed up a precipice thought inaccef 
fible, and came upon them unfeen, and at an un- 
awares ; for had he attempted to come up in any 
part where he was feen, they could eafily have 
beat him down, and prevented his afcent ; but tho’ 
the place he climbed was fo very fteep and cragged, 
yet going on all four, as we fay, he furmounted 
the difficulty ; for he took this method of going 
on Kis hands and feet, not fo much that he might 
not be féen; but becaufe otherwife he could net 
have got up, not being able to ftand on his feet ; 
fome think it was the precipice called Bozez he 
climbed, which according to the Targum had its 
name from its being lubricous and flippery : and 
bis armour-bearer after bim who clambered up 
inthe fame manner in imitation of his mafter, and 
as taught and direéted by him : and they fell before 
Fonathan, and his armour-bearer flew after him; 
Fonathan coming upon them at an unawares, 
knocked them down; or falling upon them, and 
laying about him with great difpatch, wounded 
them, and laid them proftrate to the ground ; and 
his armour-bearer following him, put them to 
death, difpatched them at once ; and fo between 
them both made quick riddance of them. / 

y. 14. And the firft flaughter which Jonathan and 
bis armour-bearer made was about twenty men, &c.) 
Or the firft blow they ftruck, as the Targum, 
they killed about twenty men ; that is, they did not 
leave off fmiting, but followed their blows fo 
quick, that in a very little time, as well as in a 
very fmall {pace of ground, fo many were killed : 
even within as it were an balf acre of land, whicha 
ycke of oxen might plough’; that is, in one day ; 


P Vid. David. de Pomis Lexic. fol. 129. 1. 
» Nat. Hitt. 1.18: c. 3. Vid. Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier. 1 
p- 487. t See Dr. Kennicott’s Differtat. 1. p. 453. 
nus, Drufius, Vatablus, 


fuppoled 


and almoft|oppofition to Por/ena, 


- 2. €. 20. 


by fome ? to be the length of one fur- 
jt muft be a circular furrow ; fo 
much’ ground was given to Horatius Cocles as could 
be ploughed round about in one day, for his brave 
king of the Etra/cans, when 
ar- 


row; but if fo, 


he endeavoured to reftore the family of iH 
quins?, ‘Lhis was a fpace of ground which ee 
Romans call aus, a meafure of land “120° feeg 
fquare, which being doubled made an acre, called 
by them Yagerum, being as much asa yoke of oxen 
could plough in one day, as Pliny fays‘; fo that 
an acre was 240 feet long, and :-o broad, and 
contained an areaof 28800 fourfquare Roman feet; 
and this fpace here mentioned, which was half an 
acre, contained 14400 Roman feet *; and within 
this fpace of ground, without going any farther, 

20 men were killed, which ftruck a panic into the 
whole garrifon and holt, fuppofing there was a 
large army of men behind them coming on, as 
follows. The Septuagint verfion renders thefe words 
as reprefenting the flaughter made with darts, and 
the cafts of ftones, and flnts of the field‘. 

yx. 15. and there was trembling in the hoft in. the 
‘Belonging to Michma/h, where the army 
lay incamped: and among all the people, the inha- 
bitants of Michmafb, or that attended the army, 
and furnifhed them with provifions, trafficking 
with them; the:common people, as diftinguifhed 
from the foldiers: the garrifon; thofe that were 
in it, who did not fally out, but perceivinga great 
flaughter made of their out-fcouts, were feized with 

a panic: and the jpoilers they alfo trembled; who 
had been about the country, ravaging and plunder- 
ing it, and were returned with their booty ; fee ch. 
xiii. 17. and the earth quaked ; the inhabitants of it 
thereabout, or the earth itfelf literally ; areal earth- 
quake was caufed at the fame time, which increafed 
the terror : fo that it was a very great trembling ; 
both with refpect to the numbers that were affected 
with it throughout the camp and garrifon, and the 
caufes of it; the terrible apprehenfion they had of 
a large army juft ready to rufh upon them ; the 
earth quaking and opening in various places, threa- 
tening to fwallow them up ; and perhaps fuipicions 
of treachery among themfelves, they confifting of 
various nations, and fome among them Hebrews ; 
hence they fell upon and flew one another, ¥. 20, 
21. or a trembling of God * ; either in the fame fenfe 
to which we tranflate it, as cedars of God, flame 
of God, &c. that is, laree and great ones; or 
which came from God ; it was he that fent this 
trembling among them, ftruck their minds with 
fear and dread, -fo that they were in the utmoft 
confternation, and knew not what to do, nor. 
which way to take, and had-no heart to oppofe 
the enemy, and defend themfelves, 

y.16. And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of 
Benjamin looked, &c.} The city of Gibeab was 
built on anhill, from whence it had its name; and 
thefe watchmen. or centinels of Saw/, were fet by 
him no doubt in the higheft part of it, whereby ~ 
they could overlook the army of the Pbili/lines as 
they lay encamped, and could obferve their mo- 
tions, and give notice accordingly ; and it being 
now broad day-light, could fee the condition they 
were in: and behold the multitude melted | : 
like fhow gradually, and yet apace; they 
difcern their numbers leflening more and 
through the flaughter of many made among th 
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_ by one another, and the flight of others: and they 
went on beating dows one another ; they could per. 
ceive they fled with great precipitation, throwing 
one another down in running, tumbling over one 
another, and trampling on’each other which were 
in their way. 

¥..17. Then faid Saul unto the people that were 
with him, &c.] To fome of the officers, parti- 
cularly the mufter-mafter: number now and fee who 
is gone from us, for he concluded that this agita- 
tion and confufion in the hoft of the Péilifines, 
were occafioned by an enterprize of fome of his 
men, who by fome ftratagem or another had thrown 
them into this diforder: and when they had num- 
bered ; which was foon done, being but 600 men 
in all: bebold, ¥onathan and bis armour-bearer were 

_not there ; from whence it might be inferred, that 
this commotion the Pdiliftines were in was occa- 
fioned by an onfet of theirs on the out-guards or 
centinels of their garrifon or army, which had alarm- 
ed them, 

¥.18. And Saul faid unto Abiah, bring hither the 
ark of ibe Lord, &c.| That he, the high-prieft, 
might put on the Ephod, with the Urim and Thum- 
mim, and enquire by them of the Lord before it, 
concerning the affair of Fonathan, what he had done, 
and the agitation that was in the hoft of the Psil- 
fines, fo the Septuagint verfion, bring the. Ephod, of 
which, with the Urim.and Thummim, Kimchi. inter- 

_prets it; and afk, whether it was right for him to go 
out unte them, or continue where he was: for the 
ark of God was at that time with the children of 
Jirael, and fo it always was, except a few months 
jt was in the hands of the Philifines ; fo it was at 
Kirjath-jearim, where it was laft.  Farebi thinks a 

«word is wanting, and to be fupplied thus, “ the 

ark of God was ¢here at that time with the children 
of J/rael,” at Gibeab ; perhaps it might be removed 
firft to Gilgal, when Saul and Samuel were there, 
and when they came to Gideab, it was brought 
along with them, but the laft words may be’ con- 

‘fidered as a diftinct claufe, and literally rendered 
are, and the children of Ifrael; which Abarbinel 
accounts for thus, and Saul faid this, bring hither 
the ark of the Lord; and the children of J/rael faid 
fo likewife, joined with him in it : though the ark 
had been with Sau/, and the people, fome time, and 
alfo the high-prieft, yet we don’e find that Sau? in 
all his ftraits and difficulties confulted the Lord be- 

_ fore ; but perceiving fomething extraordinary was 
doing, and might turn to his advantage, he begins 
to enquire. 

| ¥. 19. And it came to pafs while Saul talked with 
ihe prieft, &ec.} With Abiab about bringing the 
ark, and enquiring before it: that the noife that 
was in the hoft of the Philiftines went on, and in- 

‘ creafed, the fhrieks and cries of thofe that were 

‘ beat down and trampled upon, and were bruifed and 
wounded ; and indeed the cry of the whole hoft, 

being alarmed with the enemy being upon them, 
or among them ; and it feems that. not only their|iffued in the utter rout and deftruétion of them 3 
motions could be feen, but the noife of them heard |this only could be of the Lord, to whom it is juftly 
at this diftance : and Saul faid unto the prief, with- afcribed, and was the effe&t of his fovereign good- 
draw thine band ; from putting on the Ephod, or} will and pleafure, and of his unmerited goodnefs ; 
opening the breaft-plate of Urim and T+ummim,\a free favour beftowed on an undeferving prince, 
or placing the ark ina proper pofition, to enquire} who had behaved ill to his prophet at Gi/ga/, and 

before it, or from lifting up both hands in prayer|now to him and his high-prieft at Giseah : ond the ~ 
for dire€tion. Saud by the noife he heard conclud- \ battle paffed over unto Beth-avens the men of battle 
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ed the army of the Pdilifines was routed, and 
therefore there was no need to confult the 1 ord, 
and he had no leifure for it ; no time was to be loft, 
the advantage was to be taken direétly, and the 
enemy purfued to complete the victory. The Yews 
look upon this as a piece of prophanenefs in Savi, 
as no doubt it was, and reckon it one of the fins 
for which his kingdom was not. prolonged ». . 

¥.20. And Saul, and all the people that were 
with him, afjemiled themfelves, &c.] ‘The 600 men 
that were with him, unlefs we can fuppofe the coo 
that had been with Fonatban in Gibeab were here 
ftill, fee ch. xiii. 2. aad they came to the battle ; 
to the field of battle, the place where the army of 
the Pbiliftines had lain encamped : and Lebold, every 
man’s foord was againft bis fellow ; taking one an- 
other torHebrews, or treacherous and difaffected per- 
fons ; fo that, though the J/raelites had neither 
{words nor f{pears, they needed’ none, for the Phi- 
liftines deftroyed one another with their own fwords : 
and there was a very great difcomfiture  noife, tu- 
mult, confufion, flaughter and deftruction. 

¥. 21. Moreover, the Hebrews that were with the 
Philiftines before that time, 8cc.] Who either were 
their fervants and bondfmen they brought along 
with them, or fuch in whofe cities they dwelt, or 
had taken’as they came along, and forced into their 
army ; or it may be fome of them were renegado’s 
from the J/raelites, deferters, who for fafety and 
fubfiltence betook themfelves to them as the {tronger 
party. - The Greek verfion reads, “* the fervants 
that were with the Philiftines :” which went up with 
them into the camp, from the country round about ; 
either willingly or by force; the words, from the 
cowniyy, are not. in the text; wherefore fome ob- 
ferve, as Kimchi and Abarbinel, that this refpects 
their being round’ about the camp, and that they 
were not within it, but without it, that if poffible 
they might efeape fighting againft the Draelites:: 
even they alfo turned to be with the Ifraelites that 
were with Saul and Fonathan ; who were now join- 
ed 5 when they faw the dread and confufion in the 
camp of the Philifiines, and them deftroying one 
another, and the J/raelites prevailing over them, 
victorious and purfuing, they took part with them, 
and affifted them in compleating the victory. 

¥.22. Likewife all the men of Ifrael which bad 
hid themfelves in mount Ephraim, 8&c.] In the caves 
and rocks, thickets and pits there, fee ch. xiii. 6. 
when they heard that the Philiftines fled, now be- 
ing delivered from their fears, and thinking them- 
felves fafe, venturéd out of their lurking places : 
even they alfo followed hard after them in the battle ; 
they joined the purfuers who came their way, and 
ftuck to them, and clofely purfued the flying army 
of the Philiftines. According to Fofephus >, the 
army of Saal was now increafed to 10,000. . 

¥. 23. So the Lord faved Ifrael that day, &e.J 
And a wonderful falvation it was, that two men 
fhould throw fuch a vaft army into confufion, which 


P Auk 1, 6.6.6. §. 3: 
Vou HM. Ny XVe rete, 


45° 
or war; thofe that made war, as the Targum, thele 
~purfued and went as far as Beth-aven, or rather 
pajljed Beth-aven%; they not only went as far as that, 
but from it, as Ben Gerjom and abarbinel interpret it 5 
they pafied that place, and went on from thence. 
in purfuit of the Philiftines, for their camp at Mich- 
majo was-eaftward from this place, and had it on 
the eat, ch. xiii. 5. nth 
24. And the men of Iirael were diftreffed that 
‘day, &c.] By reafon of the following order Saui 
_gave with an oath, forbidding, any to tafte meat 
till evening, when the people were faint and weary, 
which is the common fenfe of interpreters ; but 
Yarchi interprets it, the men of J/rae/ vere ready, 
forward, and hafty, and drew nigh to fight with the 
Philiftines, and Yo refers it to the perfons before 
mentioned, who came out of their lurking places ; 
‘and this fenfe is approved of by Adarbinel: for,or, 
and Seul had adjured, or did adjure the people, or 
willed them, fignified to them his will and pleafure, 
which would not have been fo much.amifs, had he 
not annexed a curfe to it, as follows: /aying, curfed 
be the man that eateth any food until the evening ; or 
bread, which comprehends all food, and among 
_the reft honey ; the defign of which was, that no 
time might be loft, and that he might make the 
victory over the Fhiliftines, and their deftruétion, 
as compleat as poffible ; though it may feem a little 
too hard, and fevere upon the people, and too im- 
perious in him, as well as imprudent; fince a little 
_refrefhment would have animated and enabled them 
‘to have purfued their enemies with more ardour 
and vigour ;.and yet by the lot afterwards made, 
it feems to have been countenanced by the Lord : 
that I may be avenged on mine enemies; who long 
_tyrannized over the people of J/rae/, more or lefs 
for many years, and lately had fadly fpoiled and 
plundered them: fo none of the people ta) ed any 
food; fo obfervant were they of, and fo obedient 
.to the order of their king, and fo much awed by 
‘the oath or imprecation annexed to it; though they 
were faint and hungry, and had an opportunity of 


refrefhing themfelves as follows, which was no fmall) 


temptation to. difobedience. 

-¥.25. And all they of the land came to a wood, 
&c.] Which lay between Beth-aven and Aijalon , by 
whom are meant.not all the inhabitants of the Jand 
of J/rae!, but all that came with Saul and ‘fonathan, 
and that joined them inthe purfuit: end there was 
honey upon the ground ; which dropped upon it, as 
in the following verfe, or where it was* produced 
by bees; for Arijfotle * reports, that. bees \in fome 
places make their combs uponthe’' ground; this was 
wild honey, which Diodorus Siculus* {peaks of as com- 
mon in Arabia, and which perhaps Joba the Bap- 
tift eat of, Matt. iii. 4.. Farchi fays, this was the 
honey of canes, or fugar-canes, which grew in-the 
land of J/rael; and affirms from Nathan an I/bma- 
efite, that in the J/maelitifh or Arabic language, they 
call honey fugar;. but neither of thefe can be 
‘proved. 

y.26. And when the people came into the wood, 
behold the honey dropped, &c.| kither from trees, 
which produced it; fo Diodorus Siculus ‘ {peaks of 
trees in fome countries which produce honey ; or 
from the fugar.canes, as Farchi; or rather from 
the honey-combs which were framed in trees by 
bees ; fo Hefiod" {peaks of bees making their nefts 
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diftreffled them, and made them 


foever his father was to be blamed, it ¢ 


ai ; : Vid. Diodor. Sic. ‘ut fupra. 
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or combs in trees. Ben Gerfom thinks, tl 
hives were placed here jin rows by 
from whence the honey flowed ; or z 
was a going of it; perhaps the comrbs being 
by the Phikftines as they fled : the’ land 
was a land flowing with milk and hi 
man put bis hand fo his mouth ; that is, 
any of the honey and’eat it, though it w. 
at hand, and there was plenty of it? for 
feared the oath , Saul adjared them by, Or the G 
‘precation he made on the perfon that fhoulc 
any food that day.” bs) 

y.27. But Yonathan beard not when his fathi 
charged the people with the oath, &c.] Which charg 
was given, either before he came from Gibeab 
fore he came to Fenathan, or whilft purfuing 


sist 


purfuing : wherefore he put forth the end of the rad 
that was in his band ; the ftaff with which he walk- 


hand, and fought his enemies with: and dipt it in 


wood-honey, as the margin of our b bur 
beft, in the honey-comb, as the word is rendered 


Cant. v. 1. and fo the Targum, into the nett of 
honey *: and be put his band to bis mouth 5 he 


took the honey off of the top of his rod, and then 
it to his mouth and eat it: and Lis eyes were enlig 
ened ; which before were dim and dull thro? want 
of food, which is a’common cafe; but became brifk 
and lively on eating the honey, ‘nourifhmient being 
prefently communicated, and he refrefhed with it, 
and his fpirits revived ; ‘and which quickly appear- 
ed in the brifknefs and fparkling of his e aw a 
being of a fubtle nature, gives immediate reirefh- 
ment and vigour; hence this phrafe is frequently ufed 
by Jewifo writers ” for refrefhment, after nger, 
fatigue and wearinefs; and which’ virtue is aicribed 
by them to-fine bread, wine, oil, atid 4 y 
to honey, aida) re — 
¥.28. Then anfwered one of the , and faid 
&c.] 1 To Fonathan,«who moh ied tds . 
rage the people to'do as he had ‘done, ‘at léaft fo 
he did by: his example, if not by words; the lat- 
ter is not improbable : and therefore one Of the 
‘men that came‘along with Saul, and had how join- 
ed Yonathan, and'who heard what Saul head faid, 
replied, thy father ftraitly charged the pe wilh 
an oath ; gave them’a {trict chargé with an oath, 
or imprecation annexed to it: faying, curfed'be the 
man. that eateth any food this day ; that is, until 
the evening, as in ¥. 24. and the peoplewere j citt 5 


book 3 or it may be*the words of the man, it 
puting ‘the faintnefs of the people to 3 


Oe ate 
tion of Saul reitraining them from dod; “ot 


taking: notice how ftrictly the people : 
though they were hungry, faint ites , 

¥.29. Lhen faid Fonathan, my fatber ‘trou- 
bled the land, &c.] The people’ of the land, 
the Zargum, the foldiers in his army; a Hictec 


minds, like tréubled ‘waters ; the A 
is, “my father hath finned againft™ 
hath done them injury by forbidding 
This was not wifely faid by Fonathan 


. os 


come him as a fon thus to-refleét 


' 
ifcator ; vel, bellatores t 
Bibliothee 1, ig. p- R308 
- . b' va ‘ | ‘al 
jam Anmina neéaris ibanty 
4 T. Bab. Pefachim, fol. 42. 1, a1 
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when 
Jonathan was with another party either fighting or — 


ed, or rather the fpear which he carried in his 


an boney-comb ; or fugar-cane, as Farchi; or in 


~ 


which is either the obfervation of the writer ¥ x 
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_ it might have tended to mutiny and feilition : Jee,\thens, who facrifiting to demons, fat down round 
I pray you, bow mine eyes have been enlightened, \about the blood, and eat their food ; fee the notes 
becaufe I tafted a little of this honey; the benefit hejon Lev. xix. 26. and Ezek. xxxiii. 25. to which 
received by it was very vifible ; it might eafily be}may be added, that Homer,” reprefents the infernal 
difcerned that he was greatly refrefhed with it, and|{pirits as gathered together at a ditch where. the 
his fpirits invigorated by it; it was to be feen in{blood of an animal was fhed; to drink of is, that 
the chéarfulnefs of his countenance, and'the brifk-}they might know and _foretel thin 
nefs of his eyes; and he fuggefts, it would have} particularly Tirefias the Theban. 
had the fame effect upon the people, had they eaten] y. 33. then they told Saul, &c.1 Some that were 
of it, as he had done. more conscientious and religious, were more cir- 

¥. 30. How much more, if haply the people had\cumf{pect, and ftrictly attended to the laws forbid- 
eaten freely to-day of the fpoil of their enemies which} ding the eating of blood, and were concerned at 
they found? &c.| ‘That is, had they been allow-jthe indecent behaviour of others, and -therefore 
ed to eat freely of the provifions, of bread, wine,|thought fit to acquaint Sau/ with it to reftrain ic: 
€¥c. they found in the enemy’s camp, they would! behold, the people fin againft. the Lord, in that they 
have been much more refrefhed and ftrengthened|eat with ihe blood; by breaking the laws of God 
than it could be fuppofed he was with eating ajrefpecting the eating of blood in Gen, ix. 4. Lev. 
Kittle honey; if that had had fuch an effect upon|iii. 17. and) vil. 26, 27, and xvii. 10, 11. efpe- 
him, of what fervice would a full meal have been| cially in Lev, xix. 26. end he faid, ye have trvanf- 
to the people? for had there not been now a mucb\ grefed ; the above laws of God that is, Sau/ laid 
greater flaughter among the Philtflines ? the poapleito fome, perfons who were accufed of the breach 
would have had more ftrength to {mite them, andjof them, and were ordered to come. before him, 
would have purfued them with greater ardour and and did come: roll a great ftone unto me this day; 
{wiftnefs, and fo have made a greater laughter) pointing perhaps at one which lay at fome diftance 
among them than they had; he intimates, that'trom him, and which he ordered to be rolled to 
Saul’s end would have been better anfwered by fuf-;him ; this was done, that the creatures might be 
fering the people to eat, than by forbidding them. |flain on it, and their blood drawn out from them, 
¥. 31. And they mote the Philiftines that day from or vo offer facrifice upon, and indeed for both. 
Michmafb to Aijalon, &c.\ _Michmajfh was the place} y. 34. And Saul faid, difperfe yourfelves among 
where the camp of the Philiftines was when Yona- the people, &c.] in the camp, fome one way, and 
than firft attacked them, and from whence they | fome another, and make proclamation throughout 
fied, and they were purfued by the J/raelites thatiit ; this he faid to fome of his officers, whom he 
day.as far as Aijalon, There was a city of this fent out as heralds, to publith his will and plea- 
name in the tribe of Dan, famous for the moon fure: and fay unto them, bring me hither every man 
ftanding ftill in a valley adjoining to it, in the ‘his ox, and every man bis fheep, and flay them bere ; 
time of Fofhua, ch. x. 12. and xix. 42. and an-'on the great ftone he had ordered to roll.to tie 
other in the tribe of Zebulun, Fudg. xii. 12. but place where he was: and eat them; in the fame 
they both feem to be at too great a diftance to be place, being rightly flain, and the blood let out ; 
the place here meant, which rather feems to be all this was to be done, the flaying of the beatts, . 
Aijalon in the tribe of Fudab, 2 Chron. xi. 10. ac-'and eating them in the prefence of Sau/, and un- 
cording to Bunting *, it was 12 miles from Micb- der his infpection, that every thing might be done 
mah: and the people were very faint ; asthey might. decently, and in order, and according to the law 
well be, with purfuing the enemy fo many miles,'of God: and fin not againft the Lord, in. eating 
and doing fo much execution among them, with- with the.blood, as fome of them had done, y. 32. 
out eating any food. land all the people brought every man his ox with him 
¥. 32. And the people flew upon the /poil, &c.} Like and his fheep alfo, though not exprefied, yet to be 
a fwift and ravenous bird, as the eagle, and which f{upplied from the preceding claufe :. and thele every 
feems to have its name in Greek from this word, fee’ man brought with bim that night; the Fewifo Rad- 
Jf. xlvi. 11. When the evening was come, and dins* are divided about. thefe creatures flain, whe- 
they were free from the oath of Sau/, and being! ther for facrifices or common food ; and thofe that 
extremely hungry, faint and weary, they were even think facrifices are meant, difpute whether it was 
ravenous for food, and with the greateft hafte and lawful to flay them in. the night, which fome allow 
eagernefs laid hold on what. came’ firft to hand : lto be lawful, if on-a fmall and private altar, but 
and took foeep, and oxen, and calves, and flew Peas sue upon.a large and public one; but thefe were 
on the ground, and there they lay in their blood,/flain no doubt tor common food, whith all agree 
which in fuch a pofition would not run out freely| might be flain in the night: and flew them there; 
as when flain and hung up: and the people did eat; betore Saul, and on the. great ftone rolled unto 
them with the blood, they were fo hungry they! him. sid 
could not ftay the dreffing of them, but eat them] y: 35. And Saul built an altar.unto Lord;, &c,] 
raw with the blood in them, not being fqueezed|To offer peace-offerings upon, in thankfulnefs for 
or drained out, at leaft not half boiled or roafted. the victory obtained over his enemies, er, fin-offer- 
Some of the Fewi/h Rabdins * are of opinion, thatjings to. make atonement for the fin of the people, 
thefe were their peace-offerings ; and that their fault|perhaps both, however. the former :, the fame was 
was, that they eat of them before the blood was! the jir/t altar that be built unto the Lord; for tho’ 
fprinkled, whilft it-was in the bafon; but this was|he had offered facrifice at Gilga/, there was an altar 
common food, which, being hungry, they were|ready built for him: or be began to build 5 he laid 
eager of, and could not wait the proper dreffing of |the firlt’ {tone of it, and the builders buile upon 
it, according to the law of God. .The phrafe isjit; fo fome others fay, that he was the firft of the 
y fome rendered dy, upon, or about the blood, and lkings that built an altar to the Lord‘; others, the 
think it-+efers to an idolatrous cuftom of the hea-|firft of the judges that built one; though Gideon 


built 


"s Travels of the Patifarchs, ep. 127.5" "yee See Jarchi in loc. > Ody. ane pe 354.30, 102, 
103. + © T. Bab. Zebachim, fol. 120. 1. * See Kimchi in loc. 


gs to.come, as 


~ 


$52, 


built one, it was for his own private ufe, not for 


all J/rasl, as this, fo R. I/aiab; but Ben Gerfom, \in fufpence whether he fhould purfue or no; t ae a 


and fo Abarbinel, refer this to the great ftone Saul 
ordered to be rolled to him, and take the fenfe to | 
be, that that began to be built an altar to the 


Lord ; that was the beginning of one; for he did!y¥. 19. the Lord now will not give him any; th 
not now ftay to finifh it, being eager on his pur-|the principal view was, that he might take the ftep 


fuit of the Philifines, as follows. 
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turned by Urim and Thummim, fo. that he was le 


Targum is, ‘* he received not his prayer that day 


this was treating him in a righteous manner, fince — 


he would not ftay for an anfwer from the Lore 


he did. 


. 
; 


y¥. 36. And Saul faid, 8c.) To his fon Fona-| y¥. 38. And Saul faid, draw ye near hither all t x 
than, or to fome of the principal officers of his|chief of the people, &c.} Or the corners of the peo- 
army: let us go down after the Philiftines by night, |ple®; the princes, as Farchi interprets it; and fo 
or to-night, that fame night; which is another|the Targum, the heads of the people, in allufion. 
hardthip he laid his troops under ; as he had re-|to the corner ftones in buildings, which are the or- 
{trained them from eating all that day until even-|nament, ftrength and cement of them, fee Zech, 
ing, now he propofed they fhall take no fleep that|x. 4. though darbinel thinks the tribes themfelves 
night, bat proceed on in their purfuit of the Phiii-)are meant, which lay encamped every one in a ‘ 
fines, having eaten, and drank, and refrefhed them-| corner by themfelves, feparated from one another ; 
felves.. The Aradic verfion is, let.us go dowm tojand theie he would have brought together; not 
the Philipines; and fo Noldius* chufes to render{the heads only, but every one, {mall and great, 
the words ; which I pretty much wonder at, and/that it might be feen and known where the fin lay ; 
efpecially at what he obferves in favour of it, and but he fhould have obferved, that the tribes is 
againit the common rendering ; that at this time|7ae/ were not now prefent with Saa/, but a fir 1 
the Philifines had not turned their backs, fo that}number of them: and know and fee wherein thi 
the Jraelites could ‘not be faid to go after them,|/ia bath been this day; he concluded from havi 
but were in a camp oppofite to them; but that/no anfwer from the Lord, that fin had bia’ came 
they had fled, and were purfued, is moft certain|mitted, which was the caufe of it; but never 
from y. 22, 22, 31. and fpoil them until the morn \thought of his own rafh oath, which was the caufe 
ing-light ; or kill of.them, as the Targum, and fo|of the peoples finning, and had brought his fon 
the Aradic verfion ; for fpoiling muft.be meant of|into danger; nor the fin of the peeple in eating the 
killing; for as for the fpoil of their provifions,}Hcfh with the blocd ; nothing ran in his mind but 
riches, fc. that had already fallen into their hands,|the breach of the oath with which he had adjured 
y. 30. and this is confirmed by. what follows : and|the people, and this he was determined to find out, 
let us not leave a man of them, great numbers had|if poffible. ' ee 
been flain already, partly by their falling upon one] ¥. 39. For as the Lord liveth, which faveth If- 
another, and partly by the {words of Yonathan and|rae/, &c.] And had faved them that day with a 
his armour-bearer at the firft onfet, and, by Sau/|great falvation, and had wrought a great deliver- 
and his men in the purfuit of them; and fo in-/ance for them in freeing them from the Pdilifines, 
ent was Sau/ in the utter deftruction of them, that|who had threatened the ruin of the whole natioa. 
he was for following and cutting them off, that} This is the form of an oath: though it be in Fona- 
none of their prodigious army might return home :|than my fon, be foall furely die; that is, though the 
and they faid, do whatfoever Jeemeth good unto thee ;\fin fhould be found in him, or he fhould be fou 
they had religioufly obferved his oath, in refraining] guilty of the breach of what he had charged them - 


from food all the day, and now they were as wil- 
ling to be obedient to his command in denying 
themfelves refrefhing reft in fleep: shen faid the 
pricft, let us draw near bither unto God; Abiab the 
prieft, Fofepbus‘ calls him Abitob, who was pre- 
{ent with the ark, agreed to the propofal of Sau, 
only moved, that before they fet forward, they 
would feek the Lord; perhaps reflecting upon the 
abrupt manner in which Saul departed from Gideah, 
juft as he was confulting the Lord, and not ftay- 
ing for an an{wer from him ; which the prieft might] 
fear would be refented by him, and therefore pro- 
pofes firft to draw nigh to God; not to the altar 


Saul had built, or had juft begun to build, but}cers only, but the common foldiers in the army : 
to the ark with which the high-prieft was, and|de ye ou one fide, and I and Fonathan my fon : il be 
was a fymbol of the divine prefence ; the Targum|on the other fide; {0 they divided to ie ane and 


is, ‘* let us draw near hither, and enquire by the 
Word cf the Lord.” ee 


y. 37. And Saul afked counfel of God, &c.} Hel}one of which were the names of Saal and onath 
agreed to the motion of the high-prieft, and afked|and in the, other J/rae?; though darbinel obfery 
counfel by Urim and Thummim, the Targum is, as|that fuch a partition pf them on one fide, and 
before, ‘* enquired by the Word of the Lord :”}other, is not according to the manner of lots 


with an oath to obferve, namely, to eat no fo 

that day till evening: dur there was not a mem 
among all the people that anfwered him , who knew 
that Fonathan had tafted of honey, but they would 


not acquaint him with it; partly becaufe they knew: : 


he did it ignorantly, having no knowledge of his _ 
father’s charge and oath, and partly becaufe of 
their great affection to him, who had -been the in- 

ftrument of their deliverance and falyation that 

day. bg 


¥. 40. Then faid be unto all Iftaeh, 8c] As. * 


many of them as were prefent; not the princi a 


men, only, but the common, people } ‘not theo. 


1" 


left, one went one way, and the other, the other; 
there were two boxes or urns, as Kimchi fays = 
* 


foall I-go down after the Philiftines ? purfue after|he fufpects that Saul knew that Fonath he ted 


thera in their flight to their own country, which,{of honey, being told it by the man. that'f 
lying to the fea, was a defcent: wilt thou deliver |eat it; and who faid to him then, thy father fire 
them into the hand of Ifrael? what remain of them,| charged, 8c. ¥. 27. but chofe this way to ma 
otherwifé a victory over them was obtained: dut!it manifeft to the 
be anfwered him not that day; no anfwer was re-|regard he had to juftice: and the people faid u: 


* Ebr. Concord. Part. p. 15. No. 92- 
Paguinus, Montanus, &c, 
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Saul, do what, feemeth good unto thee, they were|nathan ,; fuch words from, a-father mutt be very 
very obfequious to him in every thing, fee ¥. 36. j{triking toa, fon, and argue a want of paternat 
¥. 41. Therefore Saul faid to the Lord God.of|afiection.in Saul, that could call his fon by his 
Hrael, &c.] . After the divifion was made between|name, and. deliver fuch a fpeech unto him in fo 
him and his fon on one fide, and the people of J/-|{trongamannernn 
rael on the other, and every thing was ready for) ¥. 45. And the people faid unto Saul, 8cc.] Hear- 
the drawing of the lot; Sau/ put up to God thejing, fuch, words, and. filled with grief; pity, and 
following petition, as knowing that though the lot}/{ympathy, for Fonathan, as Fofepbus * oblerves : 
is caft into the lap, the difpofing of it is of theLord:|/ball Fonathan die, who hath wrought this great fal- 
give a perfeéi lot ; or man, let it fall upon the guilty | vation in [/rael? no, he fhall not; what, fuch aman 
perfon, and Jet the innocent go free ; the Zargum|\as he die, who, under God, has been the inftru- 
is, ‘* caufe it tocome in truth ;” let truth and righ-|ment of, fo great deliverance, who firft began it 
teoufnefs take place ; let the right man be found out, |himfelf with one man only with him, and has -pro- 
and taken; the petition feems to. be too arrogant|ceeded in. it to the finifhing of it? God forbid ; 
and prefumptuous, and infinuates as if the Lord|this fhall not be fo; they fpeak of it with. the 
did not always difpofe the lot aright :, avd Saul gnd)utmoft abhorrence and deteftation, as a fhock- 
Fonathan were taken; the lot being caft, it felljing piece of*cruelty and ingratitude, unheard-of; 
upon them: dut the people efcaped; from the lot,|and not to be paralleled: as che Lord liveth, there 
and appeared to be innocent, clear of any blame ;|/hall not one hair of bis bead fall to the-ground ; 
fo that it was not the fin they had been guilty of}as Sau/ {wore he fhould die, they alfo fwear. he 


in eating flefh with the blood, which was the caufe 
that no anfwer was returned. 
¥. 42. And Saul faid, caft lots between meand 
Fonathan my fon, &c.)| Which fhowed his regard 
to ftri&t juftice, and that he had no confciouinefs 
of, guilt in himfelf, and fhould not fpare his own 
fon if found guilty : and Jonathan was. taken ;, the 
lot fell upon him, which was fo directed, that his 
ignorance of his father’s charge and oath might 
appear; and that the affection of the people might 
be difcovered ; and that a regard is to be had to 
the orders and commands of princes, and. obe- 
dience to be yielded to them in all things, in which 
confcience is. nat concerned, though they may be 
grievous ; and to bring Saul to a fenfe of his rafh- 
nefs in making fuch an oath, which brought his 
own fon into fo much danger. | 
y¥. 43. Then Saul faid to Fonathan, tell me what 
thou baft done, &c.) What fin he had committed, 
the lot having fallen on him, and found him out: 
and Fonathan told bim;, the whole of the matter, 


fhould not, expreffing their firm refolution to ftand_ 
by him, and preferve his life; and fo far fhould 
it be from him to have his life taken away, that 


an hair of -his,head fhould not be touched, or the 


leaft injury done.to his perfon ; for though they 


had yielded’a ready obedience to all the orders and 
commands of Sau/, which were diftrefling to them- 


felves, they. were determined to oppofe! him ia this 
cafe of xhis fon: for be bath wrought with.God this 
day ; God has been with him, affifted him to do 
great things for J/rae/, and therefore fhould not 
die for a thing fo trivial ;, and it being not done 
in difobedience to his father, nor in contempt of 
him, but through pure ignorance, as fome of them 
well knew; fo the Targum, ** for it is known be- 
fore the Lord, that in ignorarice he did! it this 
day:” fo the people refcued Fonathan that he died 
not ,; not by force, but by their refolution and im- 
portunity ; or redeemed him-', by expofing their. 
own lives to danger in oppofing their king, and 
by their petitions to him for him; and, as Fa/e- 


all the truth, without any referve: and faid, I did|phus fays™, by their prayers to God for him,’ that 
but take a little honey with the end of the rod that\his fault might be forgiven. 


was in mine hand ; he fpeaks of the fact asa trivial 
thing, as if it was not deferving of death, though 
he was willing to fubmit to it ; yet it feems ftrange 
he fhould fay nothing of his ignorance of the 
charge and oath of Sau/, and plead that in excufe 


y¥. 46. Then Saul went up from following the Phi- 
liftines, 8c. | Returned home’ to his own city, 
finding that he could get no anfwer from the Lord, 
whether he fhould purfue further or no, and Jofing 
the time and opportunity of, doing it, by examin- 


of it; though Yo/ephus* makes him to take no-|ing into the affair of his fon, and cafting lots to 
tice of it: and Jo, I mujft die; am condemned to] find it out: and the Philiftines went to their own 
die, as the Zargum; for which he was prepared and| place ; their country and cities, fuch of them as 
ready, being willing to teftify an entire fubjection] remained, who were not cut off by their.own and: 
to his father’s authority and will. Jofephus' re-|the fword of the Draelites. ‘Fofephus” fays, Saul 
prefents him fpeaking with a generofity and great-| killed about 60,000 of them. It feems to be the 
nefs of foul, after this manner, ** death is moft fweet| will of God, that they fhould not now be utterly 
vo me, which is for the fake of maintaining thy deftroyed, that they might be a rod of correétion 
piety and religion ; and after fo glorious a victory,|in his hand, to chaftize the people of J/rael here- 
it is the greateft confolation to: me, to leave the] after. bie oily boi 
Hebrews conquerors of the Philiftines.”’ ¥. 47. SoSaul took the kingdom over Ifrael, &c.] 
_¥.44. And: Saul anfwered, Ged do fo and more\ Which feemed,to be almoft taken from him: when 
alfo, &c.] A form. of an oath.imprecating.evils|he was fhot up-in Gibeab, and the Pbiliftines ra- 
upon him, more and greater than he chofe to.men-|vaged his, country at pleafure ;. but now having 
tion, fee the like form in Ruth i.17. though Adar-| obtained a victory over them, -he recovered his 
binel thinks, this is not the form of an oath, but|kingdom, and re-affumed his power and autho- 
an affeveration of a curfe that would befal him; asjrity; or he was\now ftrengthened in it, as Kimchi 
that God would not anfwer him when he enquired] interprets it; the people feeing that he fucceeded 
of him, and that he would add to do fo again and|in his wars with their enemies, they readily fub- 
again, if he died not: for thou foalt furely die, Fo-| mitted to his government without any hefitation, 
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and obeyed his commands ; fo the Targum, ‘‘ Sauljnames : and Melchi-foua ; and befides thefe threes 
profpered in the kingdom over Ifrael ;” and, ac-\there was another, whofe name was Ihbofoeth, A 
cording to Abarbinel, thefe words will admit of|fometimes called E/hsaal, 2 Sam. ii. 8. 1 Chron, 
another fenfe, that whereas after he was anointed|}viii. 33. who fucceeded him in the kingdom 5. for» 
and made king, he followed the herd, and attend-|which reafon Abarbinel thinks, he is not ‘mention- naa 
ed ruftic affairs; but now after this victory overjed here, becaufe he was a king though it is ge- ~~ 
the Philifines, he took upon him the ftate and|nerally fuppofed the reafon why theie only’ are! : 
majefty of a king, and no more concerned himfelfjnamed is, becaufe they went out to war with’. 
with his farm and cattle, but betook himfelf wholly}him, and died with him, but this did not ; he had’ - 
to regal and ‘military affairs, as follows: ana other children by a concubine, or fecondary wife,» ~ 
fought againft all bis enemies on every fide, whojwhofe name was Rizpah, not mentioned: here,’ 
invaded his kingdom. from different quarters ; hej2 Sam. xxi. 8. and the names of bis two daughters 
defended himfelf againft them, and preferved his}were thefe, the name of the firft-born Merab, who 
kingdom : againft Moab, and againft the children\was afterwards married to Adriel the Mebolathite, 
of Ammon; who lay to the eaft of him: and againfi\ch. xviii. 19. and the name of the younger Michal 5 
Edom; which was on the fouthern border of his}who became the wife of David, ch. xviii. 27. 
land: and againft the king of Zobabs a part ot} y.50. And the name of Saul’s wife was Abinoam, 
Syria, which was to the north of the land of|tbe daughter of Abimaaz, &c.] Who very pro- 
Yrael, and was near Dama/cus, fee 2 Sam, viii. 3,\bably was the mother of all the above children, 
5..and, according to Benjamin of Tudela °, thejand therefore taken notice of ; and dharbinel con- 
fame with Ha/eb, or Aleppo. There never were but|jeCtures, that J/b-bofbeth was not a fon of hers, but’ 
two kings of it, Rebob and Hadadezer, who lived in|the fon of Sau/ by another wife, and which he’ 
the reigns of Saul and David, 2 Sam. viii. 3. and|takes to be another reafon why he is not mention- 
againft the Pbiliftines; who were on the weftern{ed here; but tho’ Sau/ had a concubine, we no where. 
border of the land of Canaan: and whitherfover|read of his having another wife: and the name of the 
he turned himfelf, be vexed them; difturbed and|captain of bis boft was Abner the fon of Ner, Saul’s un 
difquieted them, and made them very uneafy ; he|cle ; not Abner, but Ner was Saul’s uticle; for Kifothe — 
terrified and diftreffed them ; the Zargum is, he|father of Sau/, and Ner, were brothers, as fofepbus ® 
condemned them, he treated them as wicked and|{ays, and as appears from the next verie ; and Abner 
ungodly perfons, and punifhed them as fuch. was coufin-german to Sau/, whom he raifed and 
¥.48. And be gathered an boft, &c.] A largejadvanced to be captain of his army, and a very 
army ; for after the battle with the Ammonites hejvaliant man‘he was ; we hear of him again in this. 
difbanded his army, and fent them home, retain-|hiftory, and in the beginning of David's reign. — 
ing only 3000 men, and thefe deferted him to 600,|  ¥. 51. And Kifh was the father of Saul, &c.} 
which were all the men he had with him, when he|See ch. ix. 1. nd Ner the father of Abner was the — 
fought laft with the Phiiifines ; but now finding|/on-of Abiel ; this Abie] was the father both of Kia 
he had enemies on every fide of him, he gathered/and Ner, and the grand-father of Sau/, fee ch.ix. 1.” 
a numerous hoft to defend his country againit them,|  y. 52. And there was fore war againft the Phi- 
and particularly to. attack the people next men-|/ifines all the days of Saul, &c.] For notwithftand= — 
tioned : and be fmote the Amalekites , a people that]ing the late victory over them, and flaughter made 
J/rael, by the law of God, were bound to deflroy,|among them, they recovered themfelves, and came’ 
and blot out their name; a particular account ofjout again to battle, and gave Sau/ a great deal of’ 
his expedition againft them is given in the follow-|trouble, and he at laft died in battle with them bi 
ing chapter: and delivered I/rael out of the bands\and when Saul faw any ftrong man, or any valiant 
of them that {poiled them; the nations before men-|iman, be took him unto him; to be his body-guard,. 
tioned, Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Syrians and\as Fofephus * fays; or for foldiers and officers in his 
Philifiines. army, even fuch as the fame writer obferves, that 
¥. 49. And the fons of Saul were Fonathan, &c.}\exceeded others in comelinefs of perfon, | and in’ 
Who feems to be his firft-born, of whom, his va-|largenefs and tallnefs ; fuch as were in fome mea- 
lour and fuccefs, we read in this and the preceding |fure like himfelf, that were ftrong, able-bodied 
chapter: and I/hui ; the fame with Abinadab,|men, and of courage, and valour, and fortitude’ 
1 Chron. viii. 33. and ix. 39. for he had twolof mind. a3 , 
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N this chapter are recorded the order Saul:had] y.1. Samuel alfo faid unto Saul, &c.) When 

from the Lord to deftroy Amalek utterly, ¥. 1,}and where he faid to him what follows, it is not” 
2, 3. the preparation he made to put it in execu-|eafy to determine ; perhaps at Gilga/, where they 
tion, and the fuccefs thereof, ¥. 4—9. the offencejafter met again : the Lord fent me to anoint thee to’ 
the Lord took at his not obeying his order thorough-|de king over his people, over Ifrael ; that is, he gave 
ly, with which Samuel was made acquainted, and{him orders to anoint him king of J/rae/, otherwife 
which grieved him, ¥. 10, 11. upon which he went|Sau/ was in providente fent to Samuel tobe anoint-" 4 
out to meet Sau/, and reprove him; anda long|ed, and not Samuel to Saul: now therefore hearken © 
difcourfe upon the fubjeét paffed between them,|thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord; W 
the iffue of which was, that by an irrevocable de- fo great a favour, and fuch high honour he= Med 
cree he was rejected from being king, ¥. 12—31.|conferred on him, laid him under great obligation © 
and the chapter is concluded with an account of|to obey the commands of the Lord; and wherea Saag 
Samuel’s hewing in pieces Agag king of Amalek,|be had been deficient in one inftance before, f 
and of his final departure from Sax/, y. 32—35. |which he had been reproved, he fuggefts, that mom _ 
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and punctually, what fhould be enjoined him. 
vy. 2. Thus faith the Lord of bofts, &c.} Of 


IL SAMUEL. 


he fhould take care to obferve and do, particularly {of Judah came, 
__| was, becaufe they envied the 


in comparifon of thé other tribes, 
government being in 
one of the tribe of Benjamin, when they thought 


the celeftial hoft of angels, and of the army of J/- it fhould have been in’ one of theirs ; the number 


rael, yea, of all the armies of the earth: this 1s 


premifed to engage the attention of Sau]: [remem- 
ber that which Amalek did to I/rael; four hundred 
years ago: how be laid wait for him in the way 
when he came up from Egypt ; in the valley of Re- 
pbidim, jutt before they came to mount Sinai, and 
fell upon the rear of them, and fmote the feeble, 
and faint, and weary, fee Exod. xvii. 8. Deut. xxv. 
17, 18, 19. : 

¥. 3. Now go and {mite Amalek, &c.] This was 
one of the three things the J/raelites were obliged 
to do when they came into the land of Canaan, as 
Kimchi obferves; one was to appoint a king over 
them, another to build the houte of the fanctuary, 
and the third to blot out the name and memory of 
Amalek, fee Deut. xxv. 19. and this work was re- 
ferved for Sau/, their firft. king: and utterly deftroy 
all that they have, and {pare them not 5 all were to 
be devoted:to deftruction, and nothing remain to. 
be made ufe of in any way, to any profit and ad- 
vantage ; living creatures were to be put to death, 
and every thing elfe burnt and deftroyed : but flay 
Loth men and women, infant and fuckling, -neither 
fex nor age were to be regarded, no mercy and 
pity fhown to any; they had fhown.none to J/rae/ 
when weak.and feeble, and by the law of retalia- 
tion none was to be exercifed on them : ox and /heep, 
camel and afs; though uleful creatures, yet not to 
be fpared ; as not men, women and children, thro’ 
commiferation, fo neither thefe through covetouf- 
nefs, and neither of them om any pretence what- 
fover. Children fuffered for their parents, and 
cattle becaufe of their owners, and both were a 
punifhment to their proprietors; an ox, or any 
other creature, might not be fpared, left it fhould 
be faid, as Kimchi obferves, this was the fpoil of 
Amalek,-and fo the name and memory of 4malek 
would not be blotted out. 

¥.4. And Saul gathered the people together, &c.] 
Or made them to hear', by the found of a trumpet ; 
or by fending heralds into all parts of the land to 
proclaim the above order of the Lord, and fum- 
mon them to. come to him, perhaps at Gi/ga/l; fo 
the Septuagint verfion, and Fofephus*: and numbered 
them in Telaim; thought to be the fame with Telem, 
a place in the tribe of Fudab, Fofh. xv. 24.. the 
word fignifies Jambs ; hence the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion is, ‘* he numbered them as lambs ;”? and the 
Fews ‘fay, becaufe it was forbid to number the 
children of J/rael, which was the fin of David ; 


is greatly increafed in the Septuagint verfion, which 
makes the whole to be’ 400,000, and 30,000 men 
of Fudeb; and fo Fofephus *, HB 

¥.5. And Saul came to a city of Amalek, &c.} 
With his army, perhaps the neareft city of it to 
the land of i/rae!; though fome think that Amalek 
was the name of the city, and was the metropolis 
of the nation, and had its name from thence: and 
laid wait in the valley; which was near the city,’ 
to intercept the inhabitants when they fhould come 
out againft him ; or be contended”, as iome render 
it, he fought with them there ; the Targum, ‘ he 
ordered his army,” fet that in battle-array, or pitch- 
ed his camp there. | 

¥. 6, And Saul faid unto the Kenites, &c.) Who 
were of the pofterity of Jethro, the father-in-law 
of Mo/és, or related to him ; why Fofephus * calls 
them the nation of the Sicimites, who dwelt in the 
midft of the land of Midian, I know not: go, de~’ 
part, get ye down from ‘among the Amalekites, for 
though fome of thefe people came with J/rae/ into 
the land of Canaan, and were firft at Fericho, and 
then came into the widernefs of Judah,’ Fudg.i. 16. 
and were in other tribes alfo ; yet as they removed 
from place to place, and from country to country, 
for the convenience of their flocks and herds, they 
dwelling in tents, might come into the country of 
Amalek and pitch there; and as they chofe to dwell 
in rocks, and the caverns of them, to be near 
their focks and herds in the vallies, they are cal» 
led ‘upon ‘to get down from thence, fee. Numb. 
xxiv. 21. left I deftroy you with them; they dwell« 
ing among the Amalekites, might perifh with them ;: 
and efpecially as the malekites, upon their being 
routed, would naturally flee to the rocks, hills and 
mountains, where thefe people had their tents, they 
would be in the greater danger of being deftroyed 
with them, unlefs they removed: for. ye /hewed 
kindnefs to all the children of Ifrael when they came 
up out of Egypt, as Jethro, by the advice he gave 
to Mofes to appoint proper officers in J/rael, and 
Hobab, by being eyes to the people, in conduéting 
them through the wildernefs, and accompanying: 
them to the land of Canaan 5 fo the Kenites depart~ 
ed from among the Amalekites; took the advice of 
Saul, and removed and pitched their tents elfe- 
where, ; 

¥.7. And Saul fmote the Amalekites, 8c.) En- 
gaging in battle with them, he overcame them, 
and beat them, and flew great numbers of them : 


therefore every man had a lamb given him, and| from. Havilab, until thou comeft to Shur, that is 


fo the lambs were numbered, by which it was 
known what was the number of the people; and 
the Targum fays, this was done with the paffover- 
Jambs, it being now the time of the paffover ; but 
the numbering here made was not of the people 
of the land in general, and fo there was no occafion 
of fuch a precaution, only a numbering and muf- 
tering of the army when got together and rendez- 
voufed in one place: the fum of which is here 
given, 200,000 footmen and 10,000 men of Fudah; 
which laft were reckoned feparately, as diftinét from 
the other tribes of J/rae/, to fhew their obedience 
to Saul, who was of another tribe, though the 
kingdom was promifed to theirs; but R. J/aiah 
obferves, that the reafon why fo few of the men 


over-againft Egypt; having routed them in the val- 
ley, or in whatfoever place the battle was fought, 
he purfued them from one end of their country to 
the other ; from Havilab, which lay to the north- 
eaft, to Shur, which lay to the fouth-weft, and de- 
ftroyed all that came in his way between thofe two 
points, fee Gen. xxv. 18. 

¥.8. And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites 
alive, &c.| This name feems to be a common 
name of the kings of thefe people, as Pharaoh was 
of the Egyptians, fee Numb. xxiv. 2. When this’ 
king fell into the hands of Sau/, he did not put 
him to death, as he fhould have done, but preferved 
him; for what reafons, fee in the following verfe: 
and utterly deftroyed all the people with the edge of 
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the fword , that is, all that came in his'way, or that he’ would forgive his ‘Gn, prngierypek fee } 


fell into! his hands ; all between Havilaband Shar 3} from the kingdom. | - vorl vedi ellen bns 
all excepting thofe that made their efcape, for we|  y. 12. dnd when Samuel vofe early to meet 
after read of Amalekites, and’ that in large! bodies, | in she morning, &c.] Having: had \no fleep‘finees 
ch xxvii. 8\\ and «xxx. 1. the revelation’of the will of \God was imadeyuntor 
¥. 9. And Saul and all the people foared Agag,|him,-and therefore rofe ‘betimes; being, imesh 
&c.] Perhaps Saul made the motion to fpare*him,| to converfe with Sau/\aboutit: it was told Sa 
and the people agreed tovit; it may be, out.of te-|/aying, Saul came to Carmel s not to Carmel ewhere: 
fpect to him as a king,’ or becaufe of the comeli- Elijah offered facrifice, for. that) was very Temote> 
nefs of his perfon, the tallnefs of his ftature, andj irom hence ; ‘but toi Carmel, a city in thertribe. of 
the largenefs of his body, as:fo/epbus * notes ; or! Fudab, which lay in the way of Sau/?ssreturmtrom: 
to carry him in triumph in‘a- public thow, ‘{ee| 4malek, Fob. xv. 55. and behold, be fet him up a 
yi. 12. and the bet of the foeep, and of the oxen,| place; to divide his {poil in,-as the Targum; or 
and of the fatlings, or of the fecond fort, as in the} to encamp in, as Kimebi.;) or to build an altar on, 
margin, the fecond beft; or rather which thed their| as Zarchi, who takes it tobe the fame that Elifha 
two long teeth, as fheep at two years old did when| after repaired ; but, ‘asi beforevobferved, this: places 
reckoned at their full ftrength; and fitteft forfa-| was ata great diftance from mount-Carmel where. 
crifice*: and the lambs, and all that was good; and 
would not utterly deftroy them, as they were com- 
manded, but kept them for their own ‘private ule 
and advantage, and this notonly the bett.and fat- 


a bandand, according ‘tothe Vulgate:Laia vers 
fion, it-was atriamphal arch; ‘and was perhaps: an 
obelifle or pillar, a trophy: or: monument ereéted in 
teft of the fiocks and herds,but of their: houfe-| memory of the victory’ hé\ had: obtained over the. 
hold goods : : but every thing that was vile and refuje;| Amatekites: So FeromAfays*, when) avictory-was 
that they-deftroyed utterly ; fach of the cattle rhat| obtained; they’ ufed oto. make’ an’ arch of myrtle, 
were poor and’ lean, lame‘or blind; or had: any} palm» .and ‘olive_ branches, asa! fign off it s>thefe” 
defect in them, and houfhold goods that were mere] trophies werey fometimes of! bras; fometimes of 
rubbifhvand lumber ; fuch theyventirely ideftroyed,| marble:; dome were only heaps ‘of ftones, Others a. 
killed the creatures, and burnt.the goods $1in’ do-| remarkable tree with the branchés cut’ off? ;:fo the’ 
ing whichthey thought they fulfilled? the will of{ pillar 4b/alom erected ‘is catled his hand; 2lSam. 
God. It 10 92031 2901 & | xviii, 18. andes gone about; pes 
v.10. Then came the word of the Lordiunto Sa-| down. to Gilgal; he took acircuit, and 
muel, 8c.| The word’ of prophecy, as the Tar-| greatopomp and parade, carrying thei Kingiof the: 
gums this.came to him in a‘dream or vifion, or'by| Amalekites’ in triumph with him, and:the fpoill he) 
an‘articulate voice : /aying §\ as» follows. hadetaken ‘and refervedi 1 Te Gilgal he went, ex=> 
Yor1.cTt repenteth me, that] have fet up Saul\ petting to meet) Samuel there; and poor! peace~: 
to be king, 8c.) “Whichis not to. be underftood| offerings’ to'the Lord for the'vidtory ‘he lad got. ©: 
of ‘any change of mind; -counfel, purpofe or-de-| © 13.‘ And Samuel cameoto Saal, Be. At Gi 
cree in God, which is not-confiftent: with his un-| gal: and. Saul faid unto bins, bleffed bé thou of the: 
changeable nature; but of a change of difpenfa-| Lords fignifying, thatvhe had abundant reaion to» 
tion, and outward dealings, and is-ipoken after the] blefs the Lord on his. ac¢ount, not only that he! 
manner of men, who when they *repent’of any| had. anointed him king, ‘but‘had-fent him on fuch 
thing, change. the courfe'of their condu@ andibe-|an errand, in which he had’ fucceeded 6 well} and’ 
haviour; .and‘fo the Lord ‘does without any change] it was a pleafiire to him, that he might’ report: it 
of "his mind and will, which alters: not ;:and'tho’| to him’: shave performed the commandment of the’ 
he changes the outward difpenfations ‘of ‘his pro-| Lord 5 either ‘he was really ‘ignoraft that» he had? 
vidence, yet he never ‘changes and alters in’ the| done amifs ; and thought, that his {paring 4gag,) 
matters and methods of /his grace; though ‘he're-| when he had deftroyed all the reft, and refetving’ 
pented he made Sau/ king, ‘he’ never'reperits of ‘his| fome of the beft of the cattle for facrifice, could’ 
making his» faints kings ‘and priefts for himfelf;] not be interpreted a breach of the orders given: 
his outward gifts he fometimes-takes away; as‘anj;him ; or if’ he was confcious he had brokén the’ 
earthly crown and kingdoms but his gifts andjcommandment of the Lord, this ‘he faid to pres 
calling, which are of fpecial grace, are. without] vent Samuel's reproof of him, and to footh him 
repentance, Rom. xi. 29 fee ‘the note on Gea. vi.| with flattering words. / tt AN, 
6. for he is turned back from following mes from| » ¥.14. And Samuel faid,‘what meaneth’ then this’ 
after my worfhip, as the Targum, from doing his} dleating of the fheep in mine ears, 8c.] For the’ 
will and work : and hath not performed my com-| orders were to deftroy all living creatures belong= 
mandments, particularly in this affair relating to} ing to the Amalekites, y. 3. if therefore Saul had 
Amalek: and it grieved Samuels that Saul fhould| performed the commandment of the Lord, as he 
fo foon be rejected from being king, and ‘that he] faid he had, from whence'were thefe fheep Samuel 
fhould do any thing to deferve it; and whom Sa-| heard bleating ? and thé lowing of the oxen which 
muel had anointed king, and for whom he had’al J bear ? where do they come from ? thefe queftions 
cordial refpe&, and to whom he wifhed well, both] he put: to: convict him’ of the falfhood he had de-' 
for his own perfonal good, and for the good ‘of| livered ; the’ bleating’and lowing of thefe creatures’ 


at-his fall, who came in his fteadj and to whom| of the divine command; and’ one would” t 


the people of J/raé]; fo far was he from rejoicing] proved him a liar, and were witnefles of his sink 


he gave way in the affair of government: aad’ bel every bleating and lowing of thefe muft alarm 

cried unto the Lord all wight, or prayed, as the| confcience, ‘Unle& dreadfully ftupified. ° ™ yal 
Targum, either that the Lord would inform ‘him|’ ¥. 15: And’ Saal Jaid, they have brought” them 
of the particulars wherein Saal had done amifs, or| from the Amaletites, Sec.) That” is,’ the 
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laying shiblams upon them,’ as dam did) on ‘his |them in the'right way, and reftrain them from. that 
“wife, as if he had no concern at all init, “when‘it} Which was evil; and fince hé-was anointed by the 
js clear from yg. he’had’a principal one ; rior 8) Lord, and not by the people, he ought to have 
it probable the people fhould do: this of themfelves;| obeyed him, and ‘not regarded the pleafure. of 
tent his confent and authority, which ‘was fo|them. otha ae es, 
~ ¥. 18. And the Lord fent thee on a journey. Gissl 

‘then to excufe the people as. well- as he could,’ on} And therefore heought to have attended tothe erran 
whom he laid the'blame, he obferves'this ‘was not | fent upon, and’executed the orders given; in vain 
done for their own private profit and advantage, |therefore was it to lay the blame on the people : 
but for the fervice and worthip of Ged forthe | and faid, go, and utterly deftrey the finners, the Ama- 
people fpared the beft of the foeep, and of the oxen, | lekites ; thofe notorious finners, who delerve no 
to. facrifice unto the Lord thy God, by way of gra+| mercy at the hands of God: or men; who had fo 
titude and thankfulnefs, for /the victory tliey had] highly offended the Lord, and had been fo injuri- 
obtained ; and therefore, fince’ théy had fo good |ous to his people at their firft coming out of Egypt. 
an end and defign®in fparing what they had,’ and |The orders’‘were “plain, not to: be miftaken, and 
thofe the beft and fitteft for facrifice, he hoped they.|full and ftrong for the utter deftruction of them 
would eafily be excufed; and that the prophet | without any exception, and therefore nothing-could 
would ufe his beft intereft’ with the’ Lord,’ who|be pleaded ‘in éxcufe for the violation of them: 
was his God, to.whom they defighed to do ‘ho- | ad fight againft them until they be confumed x entire- 
nour, that he» would. overlook what was amifs in |ly; they were not to be left until an end was made 
them : and. the’ reft we have utterly deftroyeds ‘as}of them ; or until they bad confumed. them *,, the 

they were commanded; but then it was only the | people of J/rac/, or the foldiers with Sau/. , 
vile and the refufe, the beft they had referved for| . 19.. Wherefore then didi thou not obey, the voice 
their own ufe; though he now coloured it with'|of the Lond, &c.] Who had made him king, and 
this fpecious pretence of facrificing to'God, when’ |fent him on this errand, and gave him duch_ plain 
he found it was’ taken notice of; and was ‘re-|direCtions, and fuch ftrong orders to make ‘an én- 
fented. \t a " -% [tire confamption of Wak : but didft. fly upon the 
y.16. Them Samuel faid unto Saul, flay, &c. }|/poil; like.a bird of prey, fuch as an eagle or;vul- 
Stop a little, don’t: be in hafte to be gone, as he |ture, noc to devote it to the Lord, by‘an entire; de- 
might feem to be, + fearing a *reproof, and’ that |{truction of it, but to feize it for his own ule, 
fomething. would ‘be faid to him’not very agree- |as being greedily. defirous and covetous of it:. and 


, yt. 20. And Saul faid to Samuel, yea, T have obeyea 
the voice of ibe Lord, &c.} Here Saul Pals in, 
|ppen Samuel before he had declared all that) the, 

ord had faid onto him; for having expoftulated, 
with him for ‘not obeying the voice 6f the Lord,. 
he could’ not. forbear. interrupting him, but. with: 
the utmoft’ affurance affirms he had obeyed ; the. 
voice Of the Lord’ but then it was very imperfect-. 
ly, and poor proof does he give. of it: and shave. 
ie thé way which the Lord fent me, it is very true: 


isy;which we follow,) and be faid unto him ; ‘méan-" 
ing Saul, asKimchi notes.:? © h. CANS VO 


im for triumph ; a fad proof this of his obeying, 
{the voice of the Lord: and have ee eile 


liaughty, and would. have" his gown’ will-and'way> ; 
watt thou hatrnade the headofotbetvibes of Irae’ 


rlagne 


Faas ;, and therefore he, ought not to have: 
| fuffered\the people to have {pared any on whatlo- 
ahd laying the blameupon* the people’; wheres; he-was* as 
feeing he was made king-ovér them, ‘his bufinefs ates the’ thi 
was to rule and) govern'them, ‘guide “and! 
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glory of God, which perhaps were never thought 
of till now: namely, to facrifice unto the Lord thy 
God in Gilgal , as peace-offerings, by way of thank{- 
giving for the victory obtained, ¥. 15. 
yy. 22. And Samuel faid, &cc.| In reply to Saul: 
bath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings and 
factifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? no 
certainly, the one being merely ceremonial, the 
other moral; the one fuppofes fin committed, for 
which facrifice is offered; the other moral, and 1s 
a compliance with the will of God, and is neither 
finful, nor fuppofes any thing finful, and therefore 
muft be the more acceptable: bebold, to obey is bet- 
ter than facrifice, and to hearken, than the fat of 
rams; which always was claimed by! the Lord as 
his ‘right and due; or the fatteft rams or beft facri- 
fices of whatever fort, whether burnt-offerings, or 
fin-offerings, or peace-offerings ; for had man 
obeyed the will of God, and not finned, there 
would have been no need of facrifice ; and that 
was only acceptable to God when offered with a 
heart truly fenfible of fin, and penitent for it, and 
in the faith of the great facrifice of Chrift, of 
which all facrifices under the law were typical, and 
led unto. 
¥.23. For rebellion is as the fin of witchcraft, 
&c.] Or divination*, in whatfoever way it was 
exercifed ; for there were divers forts of it among 
the heathens, and all condemned by the law of 
God, Deut. xviii. 10. Now rebellion againft God, 
or difobeying his commands, though in things 
otherwife, were they not forbidden by him, lawful to 
be done, is as heinous a fin as to be guilty of witch- 
craft, or any kind of divination forbidden by the law 
of God, and deferves as fore a punifhment: and 
fiubbornnefs is as iniquity and idolatry, for a man, 
when he has committed a fin, to perfift in it obfti- 
nately, or to vindicate himfelf in it,-and infift on 
his innocence, which was Saul/’s cafe, is as hateful 
to God as any iniquity whatever; yea, as bad as 
idolatry, or making ufe of the Zeraphim, as is the 
word here; of which fee Hof iii. 4. than which 
nothing is more abominable to the Lord: decaufe 
thou haft rejected the word of the Lord; difregarded 
his command, treated it with coatempt and abhor- 
rence: he hath rejetied thee from being king ; not 
actually, for he continued to exercife kingly 
power and authority to his death, and was treated 
as a king by his fubjects, and even by David, tho’ 
anointed by the Lord; but fententially, the fentence 
of reje€tion was pronounced. upon him, and the 
entail of government on his pofterity was cut off. 
y. 24. And Saul faid unto Samuel, I have finned, 
&c.] This confeffion of his fin does not appear 
to be ingenuous, cordial and fincere, and was made 
chiefly for the fake of getting the fentence of re- 
jecting him from being king reverfed: for I have 
tranfgreffed the commandment of the Lord, and thy 
words; which laft feems to be added to collogue 
with Samuel, and to ingratiate himfelf with him ; 
and Abarbinel thinks, that Saul fufpected that Sa- 
muel had aggravated the matter of himfelf, and that 
he did not really tranfgrefs the words of the Lord, 
but as the words of Samuel; and therefore accord- 
ing to the words of Samuel he had finned, but not 
according to the words of the Lord only: Jecaufe 
I feared the people; Doeg the Edomite, who was 
reckoned as all of them, Farchi fays: this was a 
mere excufe of Saul’s, he ftood in no fear of the 
people, he kept them in awe, and did as he would 


with them, as a fovereign prince: and obeyed their 
voice ; in {paring the beit of the catcle; fo he pre-_ 
tended, when it was his own will, and the effect 
of his covetoufnefs. ii) i 
¥. 25. Now therefore, 1 pray thee; pardon my fin, 
&c.] Itcan hardly be thought that Sead was fo 
ignorant as to imagine, that Semuel could pardon 
his fin as committed againit God, which none but 
God can do, but that he would forgive it, fo far 
as he had offended him ; or rather his meaning is, 
that as he was a prophet of the Lord, and had 
great intereft in him, that he would make ufe of 
it on his behalf, and pray to God that bis fin might - 
be forgiven him, and the fentence reverfed con- 
cerning his rejection from the kingdom ; which 
perhaps is the chief thing he means by the pardon 
of his fin, which fometimes means no more than 
averting a threatened judgment, or freedom from 
punifhment : and turn again with me; to Gilgal, 
for he was come out from thence to meet Samuel, 
having heard that he was coming : ¢bgt I may wor-, 
hip the Lord; by offering facrifice, either in thank-. 
fulnefs for the victory obtained, or to atone for his* 
fin, and feek pardon for it, or both; this he thought: 
would be a motive and inducement to Samuel to go 
along with him, . Ty (aoe gaat 
¥. 26. And Samuel faid unto Saul, I will nat re- 
turn with thee, &c.] Not being fatisfred with. his 
repentance and confeffion, he ftill extenuating his 
fin, and laying the blame of it on the people.: 
This he faid by way of refentment, and as expref- 
fing his indignation at him, though he afterwards 
did return with him ona change of his mind, 
which a good man may be allowed to make, with- 
out any imputation of falfhood, or a lie unto him: 
for thou haft rejefied the ward of ‘the Lord, and the: 
Lord hath rejected thee from being king over dfraels . 
which is repeated from y. 23. for the confirmation 
of it, and to let Sau/ know, that his pretended 
confeffion and repentance had made no alteration 
in the decree and fentence of God refpecting the: 
kingdom. “at 
¥.27. And as Samuel turned about to go away, &c.} 
From Saul, a different way from Gilga/, perhaps 
towards his own city Ramah, with an intention to 
have nothing more to fay to Sau/, or to do with him, | 
or to fee his face no more; fo difpleafed was he with 
him; he laid hold upon the fkirt of bis mantles in 
order to detain him, and prevent his departure from 
him, and his going a different way: and it rent; 
Samuel twitching away from him with great vehe- 
mence and warmth. Thefewi/h ‘ rabbins are divided 
about this, whofe fkirt was rent; fome fay it was 
Samuel that rent the fkirt of Sau/, and by this figni- 
fied to him, that he that cut off the fkirt of his 
garment fhould reign in-his ftead ; whereby Saul 
knew that David would be king when he cut off 
the fkirt of his rebe, ch, xxiv. 4, 20. others, that: 
Samuel rent. the fkirt, of his. own mantle himfelf,’ 
which is the way of good men when things are not 
right; but the plain fenfe is, that Sewd rent the» 
fkirt of Samuel’s mantle, which, when Samuel faw, 
he underftood What that rent was a fign of; as ex- 
prefied in the followed verte. nT sy hers 2 
¥. 28, And Samuel faid unta him, the Lord hath: 
rent the kingdom of Ijrael from thee this day, 8cc.) 


from thence to predict, and no doubt it was im- 
prefied on his mind by the Spirit of God, that his — 
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Seeing his mantle rent by Sau/, he took occafion 
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him, on aocotnt of his own evil condué and beha-|was attended with an extenuation of his fin, plead- 
viour; and from this day forward he might expeét]ing in excufe of it thatit was through fear of the 
it ; the fentence was gone forth from God, and it}people, but here it is without any ; and yet by 
would not be reverfed ; and by a like figii was fig-|what follows it appears to be not ingenuous and 
nified the rending of the ten tribes from the king-|lfincere, but hypocritical : yet honour me now I pray 
dom of Solomon in his fon Reboboam, 1 Kings xi.|thee, before the elders of my. people, and before If- 
30, 31. and bath given it to a neighbour of thine|rael , with his company ; fince fhould he be flight- 
that is detter than thon ; who was David, atmanjed openly by the Lord, and by his prophet, he 
after God’s own heart, that would fulfil his will,;would fall into contempt both with the principal 
who was more holy, juft, and wife than Sgz/;|men, and with the common people ; wherefore he 
whofe works were better and righter than his, as|feemed more concerned for the lofs of honour and 
the Targum; who was an J/raelite, of the fame}reputation with the people, than for his fin againtt 
nation and religion as he, and fo his neighbour ;}God ; which is always the cafe of hypocrites : and 
and though he was not of the fametribe, yet of a|‘urz again with me, and worfhip the Lord thy God ; 
neighbouring tribe ; Benjamin, and Judah, of which|{ee the note on ¥. 25. . Piensa 
tribe David was, joining clofely to one another. It} ¥. 31. So Samuel turned again after Saul, &c.] 
is highly probable that at this time Samuel knew|Though he before faid he would not, y. 26, yet 
not perfonally who he was that was defigned to be}he did, chahging his mind, as he might without 
made king in his room, though under the direc-|being chargeable with a lie; and he alfo might 
tion of the Spirit of God he thus defcribes him ;}have an impulfe from the Lord fo to do, and 
for after this he is bid to go to Feffe’s family, from|which he did not in order to worfhip with Sax/, 
thence to anoint a king, and {feveral paffed before|which it does not appear he did, but rather the. 
him ere the Lord pointed out the proper petfon to}contrary ; but that Sau/ might not be defpifed by 
him. the people; and his authority leffened, whilft he 
¥. 29. And alfo the firength of T/rael will not lie\continued king; and that he might do what Saal 
nor repent, &c.] Neither of the evil which he hadjhad neglected to do, deftroy 4gag: and Saul wor- 
threatened to Sau/ in taking away the kingdom'fhipped the Lord; dlone; by offering facrifice to 
from him ; nor of the good which he had pro-j{him. ; RA , 
mifed to David in giving it to him; nor of his] y. 32. Then faid Samuel, bring you hither to me 
purpofe and promife fo //rae/ to protect and defend | 4gag the king of the Amalekites, &c.] This he 
them, fave and deliver them from the Philiftines, {aid very ptobably to fome of Saul’s officers, and in 
and continue them a nation and kingdom : and for;his prefence, and before all the people met toge- 
the confirmation of all this, this title or character ther for facrifice: and Agag came unto him delicate- 
of the Lord is given, rhe frreiigth of I/rael ; hencely 5 fat and plump, as the Vulgate Latin verfion, 
he cannot lie, which is the effect of weaknefs ; nor‘and yet trembling, as that and the Septuagint ; well 
repent or change his mind, asmen do, when fome- ;dreffed, in the garb and habit of a king, and with 
thing unforefeen arifes ; which hinders the fo nal hele air and majefty of one ; or with pleafure and 
tion of their firft defign, and which through weak-jjoy, as Kimchi, chufing rather to die, than to be 
nefs they can’t furmount; and hence God would 'a captive, and live in fuch reproach as he did ; 
fupport J/rae/ as ‘a nation, and ftrengthen them ‘though R. J/aiah and Ben Gerfoin give the fenfe of. 
againft their enemies, and work-deliverance and,it, that he came bound in chains, and fetters of. 
falvation for them : or the vidfory of I/rael*, the iron, according to the ufe of the word in Fob 
author of J/rael’s victories, and to whom they Are |XEKV i. 31. and Agag faid, furely the bitterne/s of 
to be afcribed, and who is able to give them more, ‘death is pajt , this he faid, either as not expecting 
and would ; and ashe did efpecially by David, to'to die, that fince he had been fpared by Saul, the 
whom the kingdom is promiled: or the eternity of king of the nation, a fierce and warlike prince, he 
ifrael* , that gives firmnels, permanency, and du-{had nothing to fear from an ancient man anda 
ration to them ; all which is true of J/rael in a fpi-jprophet, and who now bore not the fword of juf- 
ritual fenfe ; he gives them {piritual ftrength, vic-|tice ; and efpecially when he came into his pre- 
tory over their enemies, fin, Satan, and the world, }fence, and faw his form, which fhewed him to be 
permanent duration, everlafting falvation, immor-ja man of clemency and mercy, as Ben Gerfom ob- 
tality, and eternal life : for be zs not a man, that be\ferves: or as expecting it, and fo Kimchi inter- 
Jbould repent ; men are weak and feeble, and can’t|prets it to this fenfe, she ditternefs of death is 
perform what they purpofe or promife, and there-|come ; and is near at hand, and will be ioon over; 
fore repent; but God, the ftrength of J/rae/, isjor fuggefting that that which was bitter, to others 
able to perform whatever he has purpofed or pro-| grievous and terrible, was to him fweet and defire- 
mifed, and therefore repents not; men are change-|able ; but the former fenfe feems beft by what fol- 
able in their minds, and repent of their firft thoughts|lows. 
and defigns ; but God is unchangeable, and never] y¥. 33. And Samuel faid, as thy fword bath made 
alters his counfels, breaks his covenant, reverfes|women childlefs, &c.] Or, bereaved * them, not of 
his bleflings, repents of his gifts, nor changes his|their children only, but of their hufbands alfo, and 
affections to his //rael. Abarbinel fays this may be}{o made them both childlefs and widows ; by which 
underftood of Saul, and fo be given as a reafonjit appears that he was a cruel pririce, and juftly 
why God would not repent of the evil he had thtea-|died for his own barbarity and wickednefs, as well 
tened hini with, becaufe he was a man that re-Jas for the fins of his anceftors 400 years ago: /o 
pented not of his fin ; but the firft-fenfe is beft,|/ball thy mother be childlefs dmong women, which 
and agrees with, and is confirmed by Numd. xxiii.|was according to the law of retaliation, and what 
19. the Hews call meafure for meafure: and Samuel 
¥.30. Then he faid, 1 have finned, &c.] So he|bewed Agag in pieces béfore the Lord in Gilgal ; 
had faid before, y. 24. but his confeffion therefeither before the ark of the Lord, the fymbol A 
: the 


1 


2 Symes myey vidoria Ifrael, Montanus, Vatablus, Pifcator ; vidor Ifraelis, Tigurine verfion. * £ternitas 
Ifreelis, Junius & ‘Vremelitus. . abou orbavit, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus, &c, , 


_ ptophet is faid to be by '‘Manaffeb, king of Fudab,|than this, that Samuel after wards did nage. ht Sat 


go SAMUEL Chote 
the divine prefence ; or before the altar ‘where ¥. 35. And S asad % salle ts 0, 1,8 aed 
Saul and biel people ‘had been facrificing ; this he the day of his death, Be] Or added i + ie 


> 
4 
se 


ove, 


afunder, as’ fome by Caligula", and as Jaiab the|The meaning of the expreffion here is ne 


to which it is thought the apoftle alludes, Hed, xi.,as he ufed to do; he did not go to him, to ZV 
3%. According to Ben Gerfom, the word fignifies}him his advice and counfel, as he. wonted. La 
he cleaved him, as wood is eleatee i or id Ses sre Samuel get . nts Nati becanie SP heae 
him into four’ parts, as Yarchi; perhaps he flewjhis impenitence, and hypocrify; and_ ale 
him with the ford, and then alianered him; that|thelofs of the kingdom to him, and And cums : 
is, ordered it to be done. . land he “might be concerned alfo about his) eternal 
¥. 34. Then Samuel went to Ramab, &c.] * His|welfare ; for he appears to have a nate Gai 
native place, and where was his ufual refidence :/for him, and was far from envying hi a 
and Saul went up to his boufe to Gibeab of Saul ;\val, and rejoicing at his fall.: avd ei ‘wepente 
which was alfo ‘his birth-place, and where was his|ed that he made Saul king over Trael 3) nor was his 
father’s houfe, and where he had his palace, and|mind altered, neither by the hypocritical confe!- 
kept his court ; and took its name from him, tojfion of Savi, nor by the cordial prayersvai ars of 


diftinguith it from another Gibeah , and fo Fofephus\Samuel ; fee ¥. rr. Ree ee 
. : 7 4 é ‘ i fe AG 
fays it was called Gabathfaoule, and was about 30|. ) bi as Ps 
furlongs from Ferufalem™. ae eee fs 
22 ; YT neaeig’ pn Sy Balik 
“if wo? 1 Dok Stogiticy 
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ie this chapter Samuel is ordered to anoint a king, Ruth iv. 21, 22. for I have provided me, 4, king 
: : vo 48 ADS WAS, LEs 

all whofe fons were made to pafs before him, ex-| ferved for an after-difcovery 5 however | had in 


te 


amufician to Saul, and alfo became his armour-| given in wrath, and the othe 
bearer, which, was the firft rife of iim; ¥. 19—2 3. 


Si 


arte 


the abundance of gifts beftowed on David, and the) the fen | 
firmnefs and duration of his Kingdom : and £0, and\there was a Davis flain in t 


by whom, he» was, flaing:a 
to fee ‘an heifer to fulfil ; 


d fo. 


ton. in vita ej . . fe Binal uaweilt ab 
‘ 12 Chl CAF anny sch ocd ape eg 


t FloriHift. Lj. ¢62t- 8 Sueton i re 
Pe be « msTes Ape Nye non addidit ad yidendum, Montanus, ute 
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therefore Saul would make no enquiry into his rea- 
fon of going thither with an heifer, and this is 
commended both by him and débarbinel. 

¥. 3. And call Feffe to the facrifice, &c.] His fa- 
mily, both him and his fons, to partake of the 
peace-offerings ; as every offerer had a right to in- 
vite his friends, and whomfoever he pleafed, to 
eat of thofe parts of them which belonged to him, 
as a feaft before the Lord : and I will foew thee 
seat thou foalt do; when Feffé andhis family were 
with him: aad thou foalt anoint unto me him whom 
1 name unto thee ; that is, anoint him to be king 
over I/rael, whom he fhould point out fo plainly 
to him, asif he called him by name. 

¥.4. And Samuel did that which the Lord /pake, 
&c.] He filled a horn of oil, and took an heifer 
with him : and came to Bethlebem ; where Feffe and 
his family lived, which, according to Bunting’ , 
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Lord’s anointed is before him; or this is the perfon 
it is his pleafure fhould be anointed king. 

¥. 7. But the Lord faid to Samuel, &c.) By a 
fecret impulfe upon his mind, as if he had fpoken 
with an articulate voice to him: look not on bis 
countenance ; which was comely and majeftic : or 
on the height of bis fiature ; which was like that of 
Sauls, and becaufe the Lord had chofen him, who 
was fuperior to the people in this refpeét, Samuel 
thought he meant to have fuch an one now anoint- 
edking: becaufe I have refufed him’, or it is not 
my pleafure that he fhould be king; though Bez 
Gerfom thinks this refers to Sau/, that the Lord had 
rejected him, though of an high ftature, and there- 
fore Samuel fhould not look out for fuch a perfon 
to be king 5 and Abarbinel refers it to the height of 
ftature itfelf, that God had rejected that, and laid 
it afide asa qualification of a king, or as arule to 


was 16 miles from Ramah ; though it could hardly |judge of a proper perfon to be a king 5 but no doubt 


be fo much, fince Ramah was 6 miles from Feru- 


it refpected Eliab: forthe Lord feeth mot as man 


falem on one fide, as Bethlebem lay 6 miles from it|/eeth, man only fees what is without, but the Lord 


on the other *: and the elders of the town trembled 
at his coming ; for he being now an old man, and 
feldom went abroad, they concluded it muft be 
fomething. very extraordinary that brought him 
thither; and they might fear that as he was a 
prophet of the Lord, that he was come to reprove 
them, or denounce fome judgment upon them for 
their fins. The Targum is, ** the elders of the 
city gathered together to meet him ;” out of re- 
fpect and in honouf to him, and tothe fame fenfe 
Jarchi’s note is, ** they hafted to go out to meet 
him ;” fee Hof. xi. 11. and faid, comeft thou peace- 
ably? the word /aid is fingular ; one of the elders 
put this queftion, the chiefeft of them, perhaps Fe/fe ; 
and the meaning of it is, whether he came with ill 
news and bad tidings, or as difpleafed with them 
himfelf on fome account or another; or with a 
meffage from God as difpleafed with them ; or whe- 
ther he came there for his own peace and fafe- 
ty, to be fheltered from Sau]; and which, if that 
was the cafe, might not be for their peace and 
good ; but would draw upon them the wrath and 


vengeance of Saul; for they doubtlefs knew that] 


there was a variance, at leaft a fhynefs, between 
Saul and Samuel. 

¥. 5. And he faid, peaceably I am come to facrifice 
unio the Lord, &c.]) Which he could fay with 
truth, it being one end of his coming, though not 
the only one for which he came, and which he 
was not obliged to tell: /anctify yourfelves, and come 
with me to the facrifice; prepare themfelves for it, 
which was done by wafhing their garments, &c. 
and then attend with him, and affift him in the fa- 


fees what is within; only the outward vifible form 
of the body. is feen by man, but the inward quali- 
fications and endowments of the mind are feen by 
the Lord: for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance; the comelinels of a man’s petfon, the ma- 
Jefly of his countenance, the tallnets of his ftature, 
and bignefs of his body, things which recom- 
mended men to be kings among the nations of the 
world ; fee the note onch. ix. 2. or Zo the eyes* 5 
the livelinefs, and brifknefs, and fharpnefs of them, 
thereby to judge of the fagacity and penetration 
of the mind, as Phyfognomifts do ; who guefs at the 
difpofition of men by them, when they are fimall 
or great, watry or dry, of this or the other co- 
lour >: dut the Lord lovketh on the heart; and 
knows what is in that, what wifdom and prudence, 
juftice and integrity, mercy and goodnefs, and 
other princely qualifications are in that. The Few- 
ifh writers conclude from hence, that the heart of 
Eliab was not right 3. it may be full of wrath, pride, 
enyy, &c. which difqualified him for govern- 
ment. 

y¥. 8. Then Feffe called Abinadab, &c.|] His fe- 
cond fon, ch. xvii. 13. and made him paJs before Sa- 
muel; that he might take a full view of him: 
and he faid, neither bath the Lord chofen this; 
which he knew by a private fuggeftion from him. 

¥. 9. Then Felfe made Shammab to pafs by, &c.] 
His third fon, ch. xvii. 13. fometimes called Shim- 
ma, and Shimeah, 1 Chron: ii. 13. 2 Sam, xiii. 3. 
and he faid, neither bath the Lord chofen this ; 
which he knew in the, fame way as before. 


¥.10. Again Felje made feven of bis fons pafs be- 


crifice : and he fantiified Feffe and his fous, and cal-\fore Samuel, &c.| Not 7 more, for he had but 8 


led them to the facrifice ; he ordered them to fanc- 
tify themfelves; he diftinguifhed them from the 
reft of the inhabitants, and invited them to par- 
take of the feaft, the remainder of the peace-offer- 
ings. ; 
t 6. And it came to pals when they were come, 
&c.] Feffe and his fons, into the houfe where the 
entertainment was; and perhaps before they fat 
down, went into 2 private apartment by the direc- 
tion of Samuel, where he acquainted Feffe with the 
bufinefs he came upon: that be looked on Eliad ; 


fons in all with David, ch. xvii. 12. but four 
more, which with the other three made feven ; 
three of thefe four are mentioned by name, Nz- 
thanael, Raddai, and Ozem, x Chron. ii. 14, 156 
but the fourth we no where’ read of ; perhaps he 
diéd quickly after this, was an obfcure perfon, and 
of no fame and note, or might be by another wo- 
man: and Samuel faid unto ‘feffe, the Lord hath nat 
chofen thefe; not any oneof them. 

y. 11. And Samuel faid unto Feff2, are bere all thy 
children ? &c.] For neither. of thefe being the per- 


who was Fefe’s firft-born, 1 Chron. ii. 13. called|fon God would have anointed king, and yet it was 


Elibu, 1 Chron. xxvii, 18. and faid, furely the 


'¥ Travels of the Patriarchs, &c. p. 4 447 
oculos, Montanus. > Vid. Schofti 


Vor. Il, N*. 15. 


2 Vid. Hieron. de loc. Heb. fol. 89. F. & 94.B. 
Thaumaturg. Phyfic. par. 4, 1, 7. ¢. 8. 


he con- 


cluded 
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one of Fefe’s fons that was to be anointed, 
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cluded he mutt have more, at leaft one more, and 
therefore puts this, queftion to him : and he faid, 
there remaineth yet the youngeft , or, the little one*; 


not of a little diminutive ftature ; for he was a 


mighty man, a man of ftrength, courage, and va- 
lour, y. 18. or of a puerile age, for the Jews fay 
_ he was now 29 years of age.; but that is not like- 


ly, he hardly exceeded more than 20, or was fo 
much ; thereabout he might be ; but he iso called 


becaufe he was the youngelt fon, as we render it: 


and behold, be keepeth the foeep ; and from following 


them, he was taken and anointed king ; fee Py. 
Ixxviii. 70, 71. v 
been taken from ruftic employment, as Mofes, Gi- 
deon, Saul, and others: and Samuel faid unto Feffe, 
fend and fetch him; out of the field by a meflenger : 
for we will not fit down till be come bither, that is, 
at table, to eat of that part of the peace-offerings 
which belonged to the offerer Samuel, and which he 
had invited ‘Yeffe and his fons to partake of. 
y.12. And be fent and brought bim in, &c.] Sent 
meflengers into the field and to the flock for him, 


and being come home Fefe introduced him into the 


room where Samuel was: now be was ruddy ; which 
fome underftand not of the ruddinefs of his com- 
plexion, or of his cheeks, but of the rednefs of 
his hair; the former feems belt : and withal of a 
beautiful countenance ; of comely features: or deax- 
tiful eyes* ; bright, clear, and fparkling 5 eyes that 
are black or blue are reckoned beautiful : and good- 
ly to look to; of a pleafant,countenance, delightful 
to behold ; he carried fweetnefs as well as majefty 
in his face ;. in this he was a type of Chri/?, Cant. 
_v. 10, 16.. A beautiful afpect, as. well as fhape and 
tallnefs,. recommended. perfons for government, as 
with the Ethiopians, as Ariftotle ‘relates ; fo 4ga- 
memnon is reprefented by Priamus * for his perfona- 
ble appearance, as like a king, and fit to be one: 
and the Lord faid, arife, anoint him, for this is be; 
that he had fpoken to him of, and who it was his 
pleafure fhould be anointed king; and therefore by 
a fecret {trong impulfe upon his mind, was put upon 
doing it immediately, without any hefitation or de- 
Tay. 
- 13. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, &c.] Out 
of his. pocket, which he brought along with him 
by the direction of God : and anointed him in the 
midft of bis brethren; not in the prefence of them, 
they fitting around, or ftanding by and feeing the 
ceremony performed ; which is not confiftent with 
the fecrecy with which Samuel was directed to ma- 
nage this affair, and which was neceflary to.obferve, 
to keep it from the knowledge of Sau/; and with 
Eliab’s treatment of David afterwards, who would 
never have addrefled him in the manner he did, had 
he known that he was anointed king, ch. xvii, 
28. but the fenfe is, according to Kimchi and dbar- 
binel, that he was, felected out of them, and fepa- 
rated from them, and.privately anointed by. Sa- 
muel, and at moft only his father Fefé prefent ; 
wherefore fome obferve, that the words may be 
rendered, anointed him from the midft of bis bre- 
thren*®; thatis, he took. him apart from them, and 
anointed him : and the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David from that day forward; not asa fpirit’ of 
grace and holinefs, which probably had come upon 
him before this time; but a fpirit of prophecy, as 
did on Sau/ after his unétion ; and which particu- 
larly fhewed itfelf in mufic and poetry, in which he 


© Or parvulus, V. L. 


fimul pulcher oculis, Montanus ; cum pulchritudine ocalorum, Janius & Tremellius, Piftator. 


* Homer. Iliad. 3. v. 166. 4 So Pool, Patrick, &e. 
Attic. 1. 4. c.13. Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier. 1, 2. ¢. 17. 
neca deira, 1. 3, c.g. 
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Some of the greateft of men have 


femoving melancholy, and 


and of the Yarantula,’ but for eafing the pains 


4 Seder Olam Rabba, c. 3. . 36. ; 


bites, Y . 
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immediately became very eminent, and he was 2. 


ken notice of for it, and which was the shi 
bringing him into Saa/’s court ; and a fpirit of 

dont and prudence, in civil as well as in facred 
things ; gnd a fpirit of fortitude, as the Zargum, 
of ftrength of body, and courage and valour of 
mind ;. whereby he was enabled to encounter with 
che lion and bear, and get the maftery of them ; 


which with all other gifts of the Spirit fitting him 


for government, he was now endowed with, and 
which continued with him : /o Samuel rofe up, and 
went to Ramah ; his native place, and where he fe- 
fided ; that is, after the feftival of the peace-offer- 
ings, to which Yeffe and_his fons were invited ; for 
the anointing feems to be before that. ay 
¥.14. But the Spirit of thé Lord departed from 
Saul, &c.] ‘As a fpirit of prophecy as at firft, asa 


¥ 
. 


fpirit of wifdom and prudence in civil govern- . 


ment, and as a fpirit of fortitude and courage, as 


the Targum: and an evil /pirit from the Lord trou- 


bled bim; the reverfe of the former, which by the 
permiffion of God, and as a punifhment to him for 


bis fins, came tpon him ; he feemedto be a demo- - 


niac, as Fofepbus reprefents* him, as if poflefied 
with the d:vil; by whom he was almoft fuffocated 
and ftrangled, as well as was diftraéted in his coun- 
fels,,and became weak and fvolith ; loft all courage 
and greatnefs of mind, was timorous and fearful, 
and ftarted at every thing, and’ was full of envy, 
fufpicion, rage, and defpair. 4 ee 

¥.15. And Saul’s fervants faid unto him, &c.] 
His courtiers, who. obferving him to act in a fran- 
tic manner, .to be dull and melancholy, timorous, 
and irrefolute, unfteady, divided and diftreffed ; or 
his phyficians, who were called in to affift him, 
and remove his diforder from him: debold, now an 
evil [pirit from God troubleth thee ; the diforder was 


not from any natural caufe, or any bodily difeafe, 
and therefore out of the reach of phyficians to do’ 


any fervice, but was from an evil {pirit fuffered of 
God to harrafs and difturb him. - 

‘¥.16. Let our lord now command thy fervants, 
which are before thee, &c.] Meaning either them+ 


felves, or fome of a more inferior rank, who were 


in fomé poft and office at Court, waiters there, fuch 
as yeomen of the guards : to feek out a man Who is 
@ cunning player on the harp ; a mufical inftrument 
much in ufe in thofe days : and it foall come to pafs 
when the evil [pirit from God is upon thee; when in 
a melancholy mood,. and Sataw takes the advantage 
of it to diftrefs and terrify, to fpread the gloom, 
and ftir up evil paffions, and promote diftraétior 

and confufion: that be fall play with bis band 
upon the harp, that being not an inftrument of 
wind, but of hand-mufie: and thou foalt be well 5 


. 


mufic being a means of cheéaring she bis and 


things, and fo of reftoring to better health 


» 


gloomy apprehenfions of 3 
> and ¢ ealth of body 
‘and difpofition of mind; and that mufi¢has fuch 


an effect on the bodies and minds of menis certain 


from obfervation and 
fic has been found to be medicine to various d 
eafes, not only for the curing of the bite of vi 


the fciatica, and for helping perfons labouring un- 
der the diforders of the phrenzy *; and Pythagoras 
ufed to compole the mind, and remov the per- 
turbations ‘of it, “by the ufe of the harp ', the 
thing here advited to, a 
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y.17. And Saul faid unto bis fervants, &c.] Ap- |which was as much as a man could eat in one day’; 
proving of, and. pleafed with the advice they gave: and according to Kimchi and Ben Melech, it may be 
provide me now a man that can play well, and bringiinterpreted an heap of bread, agreeable to the ufe 
him to me, for being a fovereign prince, he couldjof the word in Fudg. xv. 16. and a bottle of wine ; 
command whom he would to attend his perfon and/or a fkin of wine, a leather bag or fack, which held 
fervice. * more than our bottles ; the Targum is, a flagon of 

¥.18. Then anfwered one of the fervants, 8cc.]| wine: anda kid; of the goats, as the fame Tar- 
Which the Fews fay ™ was Doeg the Edomite, who| gum: and fent them by David bis fon uato Saul ; 


out of envy and ill-will to David fpake of him, 
that Sau? might have an opportunity of flaying 
him ; but this is not at all likely ; rather it was 
one of Davia’s friends and acquaintance, that was 
defirous of promoting him at court, and no doubt 
was directed to that motion by the over-ruling pro- 
vidence of God: and faid, bebold, I bave feen a fon 
of Jefe the Bethlebemite , ‘he does not mention the 
name ‘of his fon, but’ fo defcribes him, that he 
-might be ‘eafily’ known by thofe who knew any 
-thing of the family of Yee’; befides it was fut- 
ficient that. he was one of Fe/fe’s fons, to find him 


fome think that Fefe fufpected that Seul had got 
the fecret of David’s being anointed, and was 
fearful that he had a defign upon his life, and 
therefore fent this prefent by his fon to pacify him, 
and ingratiate him unto him; but rather he fent 
it as a token of refpect and fubjection to his fove- 
reign, and according to the cuftom of thofe times, 
when men ufed to carry prefents when they waited 
upon princes, and indeed in their common vifits ; 
and do in the eaftern countries to this day’; fee the 
note on ch. ix. 7. 


y. 21. And David came to Saul, and ftood before 


out: that is cunning in playing; that is, on the|him, &cc.] Asa fervant, and miniftered to him in 


harp ; has good fkill in mufic, and is expert in it : 
and a mighiy valiant man , as appeared by his en- 
countring with, and flaying the lion and the bear ; 
an event now paft; as very probable : and a man 
of war 3 fome'think: this ‘character of him was gi- 


the way, and for: the purpofe for which he was 
fent: and he loved him greatly., being a comely 
perfon, and a well-behaved youth, and efpecially 
as he was ferviceable to him with his mufic, indri- 
ving away melancholy from him: and be became 


ven after'the affair of his fighting with Goliath) bis armour-bearer ; that is, he appointed him to this 
and killing him, but here put by a prolepfis or an-loffice, though we never réad that he exercifed ic; 


ticipation ; andindeed if David had been taken in- 
to Saul’s court before- that affair, it is difficult to 
account for Sau/’s ignorance of him, fince he muft 


nor did he go with Sau/ in this capacity to the bat- 
tle related in the following chapter : it may be li- 
terally rendered, and be was to him a bearer of vef- 


be fo near him, and fo often with him, as his mu-| els, or inftruments*; and Abarbinel thinks this is to 


fician and armour-bearer ;“though that difficulty 
may be removed, as-may be obferved in its proper 
place: and prudent in matters; in his talk, and 
converfation, and conduct, ‘and behaviour; knew 
how to carry himfelf, even in a prince’s court : 
and a comely perfon which always recommended to 
the courts of the eaftern nations ; fee the note on 
Dan.i. 4: and the Lord is with bim , profpering 
and fucceeding ‘hifn in whatfoever he is engaged ; 


be underftood not of inftruments of war,’ but of 
inftruments of mufic to play with; which he 
brought in. and bare before him when he went in to 
the king. 

y.22. And Saul fent to Feffe, faying, let David 
I pray thee, ftand before me, 8c | Continue in his 
fervice ; which was great condefcenfion in him, and 
great refpect fhewn to Feffe, not to detain his fon 
without his leave, and to afk it as a favour of him: 


and feeing the Lord was with him, it might be} for be hath found favour in my fight ; was very ac- 


expected the evil fpirit would depart from Sau/, 
when this perfon with whom the Lord was, was in 
his prefence. The Zargumis, “ the Word of the 
Lord is for his help ;’’ all that is faid of him 
fhewed that he was fit to be inthe palace of a king, 


ceptable to“him, which muft. be very pleafing to 
Fefjeto hear ; efpecially if he was in any fear that 
Saul had an ill defign upon him, when he firft fent 
for him. agua i 

¥. 23. And it came to pafs, when the evil /pirit 


and a proper perfon to be with Saw/ in his prefent| from God was upon Saul, &c.|° See ¥. 14, 15. tho? 


circumftances. 

y. 19. Wherefore Saul fent meffengers to Feffe, 
&c.] For David; not chufing to take him with- 
out his leave, though Samuel fuggefts that kings 
would.do fo, ch. viii. ts. and faid, fend me David 
iby fon, which is with the foeep ; he had learnt his 
name, and what was his employment; and which 
laft he mentions not by way of contempt, itnot 
being reckoned mean and defpicable even ‘in’ the 
fons of great perfonages, in thofe times and coun- 
tries, to attend flocks and herds: fo with the Arads, 


the word evil’ is not in the text here ; wherefore 
Abarbinel thinks that this here was the Spirit of 
God, which ftirred up’ in him thoughts of divine 
things, put him in mind of what God had faid, 
that he had rejected him from being king, and had 
rent the kingdom from him ; and this filled him 
with ‘grief and trouble, and he became melan- 
a that “David took an harp, and played with 
is hands ; upon it ; and as Fofepbus * fays, at’ the 
fame time fung hymns and pfalms ; made ufe both 
of vocal and inftrumental mufic: fo Saul was re- 


as Philo teftifies, young men and maids of the] frefbed, and was well; became chearful, his grief 


moft illuftriows families fed»cattle ; and with the 
ancient Romans, the fenator®, fed his own fheep. 
Paris, fon of Priamus, king of Troy, is faid ? to 


was removed, his black and gloomy apprehenfions 
of things were difperfed, and he was cured of his 
melancholy diforder for the prefent : and the evil 


feed his father’s oxen and fheep ; gnd Saad him-| /pirit departed from him ; at leaft for a while ; he had 


felf had/done' the fame ; but to defcribe him 'par- 
ticularlyp> * SANNA aS pat 
“> y¥. 20. And Feffe took an afs laden with bread, 
&c.] Laden with.a load of bread, as the Targum ; 
with as much as it could carry, or was uled to 
carry ; the Septuagint verfion is, an omer of bread, 


pate 8 % 


2 T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol..g3. 2. So in Hieron. Trad. Heb. in lib. Reg.. fol. 76. C. 
7 © Pafcebatque fuas, &c, Ovid. Faft. lor. ' 
S75 Nivea > ‘TT ] ct fuit ei ferens vafa, Montanus ;_ ferens inftrumenta, Pifcator. 


l. 1. .p. 610. 
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his fits and intervals ; of thé effeéts of mufic in a 
natural way, fee the’ note on y.'16, though no 
doubt the mufic of Dayid was more than natural, 
being attended with the power and bleffing of 


God, in order to raife his fame and credit at 
court. 
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CHAP. XVII 


the battle in array againft the Philiffines ; prepared 
to give them battle. N.S ; 

y. 3. And the Philifiines ftocd on a mountain on 
the one fide, and Irael ficod on a mountain on the 
other fide, &c.| Before the J/raelites are faid to 
encamp in or by the valley ; but here they are faid - 
to take the higher ground, and face the PAiifines, 
who were on a mountain or hill on the other fide 
over-againft them, which Kimebi reconciles thus ; 
the whole or the grand army lay encamped in the 
valley, and they that were fet in array, or the firft 
ranks, the firft battalion, afcended the mountain 
to meet the Philiftines. Vatablus takes it to be the 
fame mountain, that on one part of it the Philif- 
tines formed their firft battalion, and the reft of the 
army was in the valley ; and on the other part of 
the mountain the J/aelites pitched their camp: and 
there was a valley between them; the fame as in the 
preceding verfe. Cie 

¥.4. And there went out a champion out ¢ 
camp of the Philiftines, 8c.] Ora mine a. 
a man detween two’; meaning either one that went d 
and ftood between the two armies, of J/rael, and the 
Philiftines, as the Fewi/h writers generally interpret 
it: or a dueHer*, as others, with which our 
verfion agrees; one that propofed to fight a duel 
and have the war decided by two perfons, of which 
ckob, which belongeth to Judah a city of the|he would be one : mamed Goliath of Gath; which 
tribe of Fudah, Fob. xv. 35. which fhews that/was one of the places where the dnekim or giants 
_ notwithftanding their laft defeat, they had great|were driven, and left, in the times of Fofbua, and » 

footing in the land of J/rael, or however had pe-|from whom this man defcended, Fof. sas 22 
netrated far into it in this march of theirs: and|whofe height was fix cubits and afpan; and taking 
pitched between Shachoh and Azekab, which were|a cubit after the calculation of Bithop Cumber- 
both in the fame tribe, and near one another, of |/amd* tobe 21 inches, and more, and a fpan to be 
which fee the notes on For. x. 10, and xv. 35.|half a eubit, the height of this man was 41 feer 
in Epbes-dammim, which by an apocope of the|4 inches, and fomewhat more; which need not 
firft letter is called Pas-dammim,1 Chron. xi. ¥3.\feem incredible, fince the coffin of Oreftes, the fon 
which the Fews' fay had this name becaufe there of Agamemnon, is faid.> to be 7 cubits long ; and 
blood ceafed. Lleazar, a Few, who becaufe of his bignefS was 

¥. 2. And Saul, and the men of Ifrael were gather-\called the giant, and was prefented by Artabanus 
ed together, &c.| He being cured, at leaft being|king of the Parthians, to Tiberius Cafar, is faith 
better of his diforder, through the mufick of Da-|by Yofephus ‘to be 7 cubits high; and sede Bub. 
vid, and alarmed and arouled by the invafion of |4ara, of Arabia, in the times _of Claudius Cafar. 
the Philiftines, which might ferve to diffipate any|meafured g feet 9 inches, as P/iny 4 relates and 
remains of it, or prevent its return, got together/who elfewhere * fpeaks of ‘a people in Exbiopia, cal- 
his. forces: and pitched by the valley of Elab ;\led Syrbote, who were 8 cubits high Bi the Septuas 
which Jerom *fays Aquila and Theodotion interpret |\gint verfion makes. Goliath to be only four cubits 
the valley of the oak; but the Vulgate Latin ver-|and a fpan high, and fo fo/ephus  ; that is, about 
fion, the valley. of Terebinth ;. which, according eight feet. : F 
to our countryman Saadys , was four miles from] ¥. 5. Aad he had az helmet 'o q 
Rama-fophim, where Samuel dwelt; for he fays,| ead, ee) This was-a. piece rs Petting. 9 
“ after four miles riding, we defcended into tiie] covered the head in the day of battle ; thefe were 
valley. of Tercbinth, famous, though little, for the} ufually made of the fkins of beatts of leather, and 
flaughter of Golias ; and in the Targum, this val-| which were covered with plates of: iron or bisG 5 
ley is called the valleyof Butma, which in the Aradic| and fometimes made. of all iron, or of brafs €, a 
language fignifies a terebinth, or turpentine-tree ;|this feems to have been: and bina armed rts 
though fome tranflate it the oak 5 and according to} coat of mail ; which reached from the neck to “nd 
fome modern travellers * , to this day. it bears aj middle, and confifted of various plates of brafs laid 
name fimilar to that ; for they fay it is “ now cal-|on one another, like the feales of fithes", fo clot 
led the vale of Bitusten, very famous all over thofe|together that no dart or arrow could picred od 
parts. for David's victory over Goliath :” and fet\tween: and the weight of the coat was 5000 foekels 


' of 


Ayes chapter relates how the armies of J/rael, 
and of the Pbiliftines, prepared for battle, 
and where; y.1, 2, 3. defcribes a champion of the 
Philipines, who defied the armies of J/rael, y. 
4—11, and whilft he was fodoing, it informs us 
that David came into the camp, and heard his 
words, and fignified to one and another his inclina- 
tion to fight with him, y. 1230. which being 
reported to Saul, David.was fent for by him, and 
much difcourfe paffed between them about it, y. 
g1—37. when we are told the manner in which he 
engaged with the Philjfine, and the victory he ob- 
tained over him, y. 38—51. upon which the Pdi- 
liftines fled, and Lfrael purfued them 5 and on ac- 
count of this a@tion David was taken notice of by 
Saul, and brought to court again, as the follow- 
ing chapter fhows, ¥. §2+~58. 


¥. 1. Now the Philiftines gathered together their 
arinies to battle, &c.|] ‘fofephus * fays this was not 
Jong after the things related in the preceding chap- 
ter were tranfacted; and very probably they had 
heard of the melancholy and diftraction of Saul, 
and thought it a proper opportunity of avenging 
themfelves on J/rael for their laft flaughter of them, 
and for that purpofe gathered together their dif- 
perfed troops: and were gathered together at Sho- 


_* Antiqu.1, 6. c.g. §. 1 t Midrath Rath, fol. 48 sash et Teter, 7 ved, 

oa fi at dy : » fol. 48.2. Kimchi in loc. 8 
yo ee Pig: Travels, p- 197. ed: 5. x Egmont and Heyman’s Travels, vol. I. De loc. Heb, __ > 

DT CON vir intermedius, Montanus ; inter duo, Vatablus ; vir medietatum, Noldius, p. 194. N°. 88 P- 395+ CVAD 
7’ Quidam dhellator, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. a OF Seripture- Weights and Meat 3. d Y 
‘ apie Clio, five, 1. 1. ¢. 68. Plin. Nat. Hift. 1.7. c. 16, © Antigu. 1.18. ¢. 5. §. § S, “ee / ba A 
> Ibid. . 62 ¢. 30, Antiqu. 1. 6..c.9: §. 1. & Vid. Lydium bie militari, 1. 4. ‘¢. ; 
: Rutilum thoraca indutus aénis ds és ¥ - G3. * | ie 
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of brafs ; which made 156 pounds and a quarter, | ¥. 8. And he flood and cried unto the armies of Ij 
of zygoitatic or averdupois weight 5 and therefore rae/, 8c] He ftood in the valley between the two 
he muft be a very ftrong man indeed to carry fuch, armies, and cried with a loud voice that he might 
a weight. So the armour of the ancient Remans|be heard; and as he was of fuch a monftreus {ta- 
were all of brafs, as this man’s; their helmets,|ture, no doubt his voice was very {trong and {o- 
thields, greaves, coats of mail, all of brafs, as Livy norous; and as the battalions of Jjrael defiened> 
fays"; and fo in the age of the Grecian’ he- by armies were pofted on the mountain or hill, his 
Visca: voice would/afcend, and be the more eafily heard : 
y. 6. And be bad greaves of brafs upon his legs,,and faid unto them, why are ye come out ta fet your 

- &c.] Which were a fort of boots, or lee-harnefies,| Battle in aray 2 either as wondering at’ their bold- 
which covered the thighs and legs down tothe heels ; nefs, to fet themfelves in battle-aray again the 
fuch as Jolaus*, and the Grecians ufually wore, as de-|Philiftines} or rather ‘fuggetting that. it was need- 
fcribed by Homer ; which are fuppofed tobe double the lels, fince: the difpute between them might be if- 
weight of the helmet, reckoned at 15 pounds, fo fued bya fingle combat: am not Ia Philiftine, and: 
that thefe muft weigh 30 pounds of averdupois you fervants to Saul ? a common Pbiliffine, ac- 
weight: end a target of bra/s between bis fooulders , cording to Farchi, not acaptain of a hundred, or 
the Targum is, “ a {pear or thield of brafs, which, of a thoufand; and yet would ficht any one of 
came out of the helmet, and a weight of brafs upon them, their general officers, or be they who they 
his fhoulders.” archi {ays the fame, and that ic,would y:0r rather, as ABardinel, he was a prince: 
was in the form of a fpear to defend the neck from/among the Philiftines; and king of Gath ; and tho? 


thefword ; it feems to be a corflet of brafs, worn 
between the helmet and the coat of mail for the de- 
fence of the neck, fuppofed to weigh thirty 


| 
| 


he was, and it was ufual'with ereat perfons to en- 
gage with their equals; yer he did not ihfift an 
that; but would engage with any man though of 


pounds '. an inferior rank, even with any of &aul’s fervants ; 

¥. 7. And the laff of his fpear was like a wea-\and by» calling the [/raelités the fervants of Saui, 
vers beam, 8ec.| The wooden part of it held injhe might have fome refpect to Savi’s arbitrary go-' 
the hand ; this for thicknefs was like the beam in|vernment’ over them 5 and (ince they muft be fer- 
the weaver’s loom, about which the warp, or elfe,vants and flaves, it was as well to be fervants tothe 
the web is rolled ; and it is conjectured that in pro-|Philiftines as to him : chufe you a man for you,< and 
portion to the ftdture of Goliath, his fpear mult bej\let him come down to me ; according to Farchi and 
26 feet long, fince Heétor’s in Homer was 11\the Targumift, the challenge firtt refpects Saul their 
cubits, or 16 feet and a half: and bis fpear’s bead|king ; that if he was a/man of fortitude.and cou- 
weighed 600 fhekels of iron; the iron part of the|rage, let him come and engage with him ; if not, 


fpear, the point of it, which has its name in He-ichufe another, and fend him down into the valley 


brew from a flame of fire, becaufé when brandifhed 
itlooks fhining and flaming ; and being the weight 
of 600 fhekels, amounted. to 18 pounds and three 
quarters of averdupois weight, and the whole 
{pear- is fuppofed to weigh 37 pounds and a half; 
and the whole of this man’s. armour is thought to 
weigh 272 pounds, 13 ounces"; which was a pro- 
digious weight fora man to carry, and go into 
battle with ; and one may well wonder. how he 
could be able with fuch a weight about him to 
move and lay about in an engagement ; though 
this is nothing in comparifon of the weight fome 
men have carried. Péinyo tells us that he faw one 
Athanatus come into the theatre clothed witha lea- 
den breaft-plate of 500 pounds weight, and thod 
with bufkins. of the fame weight : and one bearing 
a foield went before kim ; which when engaged in 
battle he held in his own hand, and his fword in 
the other ; the former was reckonéd at 30 pounds, 
and the latter at four pounds one ounce; though 
one would think he had no occafion for a thield, 
heing fo well covered with armour all over ; fo that 
the carrying of it before him might be only a mat- 
ter of form and ftate. His fpear is the only piece 
of armour that was of iron, all the reft were of 
brafs; and Hefod? writing of the brazen age, fays, 
their arms and their houtes were all of brafs, ‘for 
then there was no iron; and fo Lwcretius 4 affirms, 
that, the ufe of brafs was before iron ; but both are 
‘mentioned together, Ges. iv. 22. fee the note; 
hence Mars is called Xaazeos Apns" . 


b Hitt. 2. ¢, 22. 
of Mail of Brafs. 
™ Jliad. 18. 


147, 520.2, 
Olymp. ode 10. 
Junius & Tremellius. 


? Paufan. Meffenica, 
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to fight with him, ‘Thefe fame writers reprefent 
him as‘bluftering and bragging that he killed the 
two fons of Elz, Hophni and Phinebas, took the 
ark captive, and carried it into the temple of Daz- 
fon, that he had been ufed to go out with the ar- 
mies of the Pbilifines, and had obtained victories, 
and flain many, and yet had never been made 
captain of a thoufand among them ; all which is 
improbable, and fome of it notoriouflyfalfe; for 
in every battle after the taking of theark, the P4éi- 
iifttnes had been beaten. 
¥.'Q. If be be able to fight with me, and to kill 
me, then will we be your fervants, &c.1 For which 
it does not appear he had any commiffion or autho- 
rity tofay; nor did the Pbiiifines think themfelves 
obliged to abide by what he faid, fince when he was 
flain, they did not yield themfelves fervants to the 
[fraelites: but if I prevail againft him, and kill him, 
then foall ye be our fervants, and ferve us 5 to which 
terms alfothe //rae/ites did not confent ; nor did Da- 
wid who engaged with him enter the lift on fuch 
conditions. 
¥. 10. And the Philiftine faid, I defy the armies 
of Ifrael this day, 8c.) Or repreach* them ; that is, 
thould they not accept his challenge, and fend down 
aman to fight with them, he fhould then upbraid 
therm with cowardice ; and now he difdained them, 
as if there was not a man among them that dared 
to encounter with him: give me a man that we may 
fight together, and fo decide the controverly be- 
tween us ; fuch as were thofe duels fought between 
. . Paris 


3. p.163. So Homer frequently defcribes the Grecians with a Coat 
y. 122. 


. 1 Vid. Hoftii Monomach. David & Goliath, ¢. 5. 
© Nat. Hilt. l. 7. c. 20. P Opera & Dies, 1. 1. ¥. 
&e. * Homer. liad. 5. . 704, 859, 864. Pindar. 


* |W exprobravi, V, L. Pagninus, Montanus ; probro affeci, Tigurine verfion ; probre affecero, 
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Paris and Merelans in the Trojan war, 
the Lacedemonians and the Argives in the times. of 


UE L. Chxviisrt—rpe 


and between| derable figure in the camp and courtiof Saal 2 anh - 


the three eldeft followed Saul as before related, and. 


Orthryades, and between the Athenians and Romans| which is repeated, that it might be -obferved that 


by the Horatii and Curiatii, as Grotius obferves. © 
¥. 11. When Saul and all Ifrael heard thefe words 
of the Philiftine, &c.} For they were delivered 
with fuch a tone and ftrength of voice, as to be 
heard very generally, at leaft by many, and which 
foon was reported through the whole army: they 
were difinayed, and greatly afraid; which may feem 
ftrange, when there were fo many valiant men 
among them, as Sau/ himfelf, who had behaved 
with fo much courage againft the Ammonites, Pbi- 
Hftines and Amalekites ; but now the Spirit of God 
was departed from him, and he was become timo- 
rous and fearful ; and though he was much better 
than he had been, yet ftill he was not the man of 
fpirit and refolution as before : there was alfo 4d- 
wer the general of his army, a very valiant man, 
‘a great man in J/rael, and yet appears not on this 
occafion ; and what is more wonderful, onathan 
the fon of Saul was prefent, as appears from ch. 


they only of Fefe’s fons followed Sau/; not David 
particularly, but who was providentially fent to 
the army at the time the Pbiliftine was defy- 
ing it. ionsg i oD el 
Yo 5. But David went, and returned from Saul, 
&c.] Or from above Saul, Fofepbus *fays, the 
phyficians of Saul advifed to get a man to ft 
ume xeParns, over his bead, and fing pfalms and 
hymns to him ; and Saul being recovered from his 
phrenfy and melancholy by means of David's mu- 
fic, he was difmified from him, or had leave to 
go home, or he returned upon Sza/’s taking the 
field; though one would think, if he was now his 
armour-bearer, he would have gone with shim, fee ° 
ch. xvi. 21. It feems, that when he was called to 
the court of Saul, that he did not continue there, 
but was going and coming, was there at certain 
times when Sau] wanted him; and fo when in the 
camp he might go and return as there was occa- 


xviii. 1. who had not only fmitten a garrifon of|fion fort: zo feed his father’s fheep at Bethlebem ; 


the Philiftines, but with one man more only had 
attacked another garrifon, and routed the whole 
army of the Péiliftines, and yet now fhows not his 
head againft a fingle man: fo it is when God cuts 
off the fpirits of princes, or takes away their cou- 
rage, victory over this man, and the glory of it, 
were referved for David; and all this fear and dread 
throughout the armies of J/rael were fuffered, that 
he might appear the more glorious. 

y.12. Now David was the fon of that Ephrathite 
of Betblehem-judab, whofe name was ‘Feffe, &c. | Be- 
fore made mention of, ch. xvi. 1. and he had eight 
fons , feven only are mentioned, 1 Chron. ii. 13, 
14,15. one of them being, as is thought by fome, 
#. grandfon, perhaps Yonadad the fon of Shammab , 
or was a fon by another woman, or died without 
children, as Zarchi, and therefore not mentioned : 
and the man went among men for an old man in the 
days of Saul;.the phrate, among men, either figni- 
fies, that he was ranked among old men, infirm 
and unfit for war, and fo excufed, and his fons 
went in his room, fo Kimchi; or he was reckoned 
among men of the firft rank, men of efteem, cre- 
dit and reputation, fo archi, and R, L/aiah, with 
which agrees the Targum; or whenever he went 
abroad, he was attended by many men, had a large 
retinue, which fenfe 4barbinel mentions, and is that 
of Ben Gerfom, and agrees with the Talmud‘; but 
the Syriac and Arabic verfions read ftricken in years, 
which feems moft agreeable. 

¥.13. And the three eldeft fons of Feffe went, 
and followed Saul to the battle, &c.| Either of their 
own accord, or rather at their father’s motion, or 
however with his knowledge and confent, who be- 
caufe he could not go himfelf, willed them to go ; 
and thefe were forward, and fome of the foremoft 
that followed Sau! to the battle, being zealous and 
well difpofed to defend their king and country : 
and the names of the three fons that went to the bat: 
tle, were Eliab the firft-born, and next unto bim Abi- 
nadab, and the third Shammah; who are the three 
mentioned by name that pafled before Samuel, 
when he came to anoint one of Fefe’s fons to be 
king, ch. xvi. 6, 8, 9. 

-¥. 14, And David was the youngeft, &c.] For 
the fake of whom this account is given of Felfe 
and his family, and who after this makes a confi- 


t T. Bab. Beracot, fol. 58. 1. ® Antia. 
* Vid, Bochart. Hierozoic, par. 2. 1. 1, ¢. 7. col. 47, : 


for though he was anointed king, and was ‘called 
to court, yet’ fuch was his humility, that. he con- 
defcended to attend this employment of keeping: 
fheep ; and though Jefe knew all this, yet he k 
him at home to this bufinefs, when it might be 
more reafonably thought he would have lain in the 
way of preferment, had he followed Saud to the . 
camp, and appeared in the army ; but he chofe to 
leave things to the» providence of God» to work 
the way for him, and by which he was directed 
to take the following ftep, though perhaps without 
any defign to his fon’s future promotion, © =." 
y¥. 16. And the Philiftine drew near morning and 
evening, &c.] Twice a day, he came near the 
camp, within the hearing of it. The fews ™ fay, 
he took thofe feafons on purpofe to difturb: them> 
in reading their Shema, or bear, O I/rael, &c. and 
faying their prayers morning and evening: amd 
prefented bimfelf 40 days; fucceflively, before the 
armies of J/rae/, daring them to fend down a man 
to fight with him, and reproaching them for their 
cowardice in not doing it. ave 
y.317. And Feffe faid unto David bis fon, 8a} 
His youngeft fon thar was at home with him keep- 
ing fheep ; he had three more at home, and who 
were elder than David, and yet he is direéted by 
the providence of God to pitch upon him, and 
fend himyon the following errand, there being 
work for him to do Jefe knew nothing of : take 


‘now for thy brethren an ephak of this parched corn ; 


pointing to a quantity of it in a certain place; this 
was wheat or barley dried in a furnace or oven, 
and ground into meal, and being mixed with water,” 
or milk, or butter, or honey, or oil, was eaten, and 
reckoned very delicious; and befides this, there 
was another fort of Kali, the word here ufed, which 
was parched pulfe, as beans, peafe, fc. parched, 
and which to this day is by the Arabs called by - 
this name*; of both which mention is made, 2 Sams. 
xvil. 28. Now an ephab was as much as ten men 
could eat ina day, it confifted of ten omers, Exod, 
xvi. 16, 36. and the number ten is often ufed of 
loaves and cheefe: and thefe ten loaves of bread; 


jor cakes of bread, as Kimchi interprets it ; pieces — 


or morfels of bread, as the Targum; which feems 
not fo agreeable as loaves or cakes, which are nc 
in the text, but to be fupplied: and rum to b 
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‘camp to thyobretbren'; which, according to Bunt- 
ing’, was. tour miles from Bethlebem, and whither 
at feems he went a foot, and is bid to make hatte, 
‘and even to run, as his brethren might be in want 
of provifion ; and Feffe was very defirous of reliev- 
ing them, and hearing from them as foon as pof- 
fible ; it is very likely he had a fervant or fervants 
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of waggons faftened tO each others though it 
may only fignify the camp itfelf, which Tay, in a 
circular form, with proper guards about it to watch 
the enemy. Now David came up to it juft as the 
hoft was going forth to the fight ; preparing and get~ 
ting every thing ready to the battle, and in mo- 
tion, and upon the march to meet the enemy : and 


torattend him, and affift in carrying this load of |/houted for the battle ; which was ufually done when 


provifion, which, with what follows, was too much 
for one man to run with. | 

¥. 08. And carry thefe ten soe unto the captain 
of their thoufand, &c.] Their chiliarch or colonel, 
who had the command of a 1000 men, and un- 
der whom 7effe’s fons fought, Farchi thinks this 
was Yonatban, who had 1000 men with him at 
Gibeah, and fo now, ch. xiii. 2. thefe cheefes were 
fent by Feffe to the captain, to be diftributed among 
his men, or a prefent to himfelf, that he might 
ufe his fons well who were ‘under his command : 
and look bow thy brethren fare, whether in good 
health, in good fpirits, and in fafety: and take 
their pledge; that is, if they had been obliged for 
want of money to pawn any of their clothes, or 
what they had with them to buy food with, that 
he would redeem and take up the pledge, by pay- 
ing the money for which they were pawned; for 
it is thought that foldiers-at this time were not 
maintained at the expence of the king and govern- 
ment, but at their own, and the families to which 
they belonged : though fome are of opinion, that 
this was fome token which they had fent by a mef- 
fenger to their father, by which he might know 
he came from them, fo Bex Gerfom; and which 
David was now to take with him,and réturn it; 
or,a token that he was to bring from them, where- 
by he might be affured of their welfare ; and fo 
the Zargum, ‘* and bring their goodnefs,” a token 
of their being in good health... The ews * under- 
ftand it of bills of divorce to be given to their 
wives, that if they fhould die in battle, or be 
taken captive, that their wives might marry after 
three years. 

¥.19. Now Saul, and they, &c.] That is, the 
fons of Feffe, and brethren of David: and all the 
men of Ifrael;-the foldiers in the army: were 27 
the valley of Elah , or by it, near unto it; for they 
were fet in array on the mountain on the fide of, it: 
Sighting with the Philiftines ; not actually engaged 
in battle, but drawn up for it; prepared and in 
readinefs to engage whenever it was neceflary, or 
they were obliged to it; and perhaps there might 
be now and then fome fkirmifhes in the out-parts 
of the camp. ’ 

¥. 20.. And David rofe up early in the morning, 
&c.] Being very ready and eager to obey his fa- 
ther’s orders, and vifit his brethren: and left the 
foeep with a keeper; which fhewed his care and 
faithfulnefs in the difcharge of his office; he was 
not unmindful of his father’s fheep, any more than 


of his commands : and tock ; the ephah of parch- 


ed corn, the ten loaves, and the ten cheefes : and 
avent, as Feffe bad commanded him went and car- 
ried them to the camp, according to his orders: 
and he came to the trench; fofs or ditch, which 
was caft up all around the army, partly to prevent 
the enemy falling on them before, and partly to 
prevent deferters from them behind; or the word 
fignifying a waggon or carriage, which is here 


‘ 


y Travels, &e. p. 1 5. 


Zi 3- © Vid. Lydium de re Militari, 1. 4. ¢. 3 
“Alex, ab Alex, Genial. Dier. 1, 4, ¢. 7. 


ufed, this might be a fence around the camp made defy I/rael is he come up ; to challenge them to 


= Hieron. Trad, Heb. in lib. Reg. fol. 76. D, 
de re militar. Roman. I. 5. c. 3. p. 315, 314. & A. Gell. Nott. Attic, 1. 1. c. 41, 


) p. 158, 159. 


about to make the onfet, to animate the foldiers, 
and ftrike the greater terror into the enerhy ; and 
this noife was fometimes. made with the voice in a 
hideous and howling way, and was called barri- 
tus* by the Romans ; with the Trojans it was like 
the noife of cranes in the air®; it was alfo attend- 
ed with the clafhing of fhields and f{pears*; with 
the Per/ians, itwas a rough, boilterous, and confufed 
noife *. 

y¥. 21. For Ifrael and all the Philiftines bad put 
the battle in array, &c.) Both fides prepared for 
it, and drew up in line of battle: army againft 
army 5 sank againtt rank, battalion againtt battalion, 
the right wing of the one againit the left of the 
other, &e. . 

¥.22. And David left bis carriage in the hand of 
the keeper of the carriage, &c.] That is, he left 
his load of provifions he brought with him, in the 
hand of the keeper of the bag and baggage of the 
army,.their clothes, and fuch like things; not hav- 
ing an opportunity to deliver them to his brethren, 
who were juft going to engage in battle: and ran 
into the army, which fhowed the valour and cou- 
rage of David, who chofe rather to expofe himfelf 
in battle, than to abide with the keeper of the car- 
riages: and came and faluted bis brethren , afked 
them of their welfare, in his father’s name and his 
own. 

y.23. And as he talked with them, &c.] About 
their health, and the errand he came upon, and the 
meflage’of his. father to them, and how it was with 
him, who fent them his beft wifhes » there came 
up the champion, the Philiftine of Gath, Goliath by 
name; of whom fee y. 4. he came out of the val- 
ley, and drew near to the mountain the J/raelites 
were defcending : out of the armies of the Philiftines; 
from the plains where they were encamped, as 
Kimchi, though they feem to have been encamped 
on a mountain as the J/raelites were; or from the 
ranks of the Philiftines ; according to the marginal 
reading, he came out of one of the battalions that 
‘were fet in array: and {pake according to the fame 
words ; which he had fpoken time after time forty 
days fuccefiively, namely, what is exprefied, y. 8, 
9, 10: and David heard them; and -obferved 
them. 

_¥. 24. And all the men of Ifratl, when they faw 
the man, &c.} Even as it fhould feem before they 
heard him; knowing who he was, and what he was 
about to fay, having feen and heard him forty | 
days running: fled from him, and were fore afraid ; 
it is pretty much a whole army fhould be afraid of 
one man, and flee from him; they mutt be greatly 
forfaken of God, and given up by him, fee Deut. 
Xxxii. 30. but perhaps they were not fo much afraid 
of perfonal danger from him, as that they could not 
bear to hear his blafphemy. i 

¥. 25. And the men of Irael faid, &c.] To one 
another: have ye feen this man that is come up? 
taken notice of him, and obferved him? /rely to 
fight 


with 


@ Vid. Valtrinum 
>’ Homer, Iliad. 3. ¥. 1, 
4 Corr. Hift, 1.°3,.¢,10.. Vid. 
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with fim) and ‘upbiaid thent-with cowardice that’ 
they did not : and it fhall be that the man who killeth 


bim ; this, and what fellows, they faid to encou- 
rage any perfon to engage with him, though none 


of them cared to encounter him themfelves: the’ 


king will enrich bim with great riches, give hima 
large gratuity, make a prefent’ of a great fum 
of money to-him : and will give bim his daughter , 
to be his wife, in like manner as Caleb promifed to 
give his daughter in marriage to the perfon that 
fhould take Kirjath-fepher, Judg. i. 12. and make 
bis father’s bouje free in Ifrael ; from all tributes, 
taxes, levies, impofitions, king’s fervice and duty ; 
or, as the Targum, ‘“ make his father’s houfe free- 
men, nobles ;” raife it to the rank of nobility. 
_¥. 26. And David fpake to: the men. that flood by 
him, &c.] Who were next to him looking upon the 
Philiftine, and hearing what he faid, faying : what 
foall be done to the man that killeth this Philiftine, and 
taketh away. the reproach from Ifrael ? which he 
afked not for the fake of the reward, but to ob- 
ferve the neceffity there was of fome man’s. en- 
gaging with him, and killing him, or otherwile 
it would be a reproach to //rae/, and to. fignify 
that he had an inclination to attempt it: for who 
is this uncircumcifed Philiftine, that he foould defy 
the armies of the living God? there were two things 
which provoked David, and raifed indignation in 
him againft this man ; the one was, the character 
of the perfon that reproached, a Philiftine, an un- 
circumeifed perfon, a prophane man, that had no 
‘true religion in him, an alien from the common- 
wealth of J/rae/, anda ftranger tothe covenants of 
promife; and the other was the perfons whom he 


reproached, the armies of the living God, of the 


King of kings, and Lord. of lords ; and which in 
effect was reproaching the Lord himfelf, and which 
David, filled with zeal for God, and for his peo- 
ple, could not bear; and the confideration of thefe 
things animated him to engage with him, not 
doubting of fuccefs. : 
¥. 27..And the people anfiwered him after this 
manner, &c.) Told him what was propofed. to 
be done in honour to the man that fhould attempt 
to kill him, and 'fucceed : faying, fo hall it be done 
to the man that killeth bim as before related, that 
he fhould be enriched, marry the king’s daughter, 
and his family be ennobled. 
y¥. 28. And Eliab his eldeft brother beard when he 
Spake unto the men, &c.| Heard the quettions he 
put to them, by which he perceived his inclina- 
tion: and Eliab’s anger was kindled againft David 
becaufe what he had faid carried in it a tacic re- 
proach of him, and others, that they had not the 
courage, and did not attempt to encounter with 
the Philiftine ; or the difpleafure he expreffed.was 
either out of affection to him, fearing, or being 
aflured almoft he would perith in the enterprize ; 
or rather out of envy to him, left fucceeding in fo 
bold an action, he fhould gain fuperior glory to 
him, and the reft of his brethren, who yet was the 
youngeft of them: and he faid, why comeft thou 
down hither ? for though David had talked with 
his brethren, or had begun to talk with them, yet 


coming: and with whom haft thou left thofe few 
Sheep in the wildernefs ? the wildernefs of Judea, or 
fome wildernefs near Bethlebem; by this he would 
not only infinuate a charge of unfaichfulnefs, in 
not taking care of his father’s flock committed to 
kim; but his view was to make him look. little 
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and: mean“in the eyes Of the people; that inthe 
family he belonged: to: he was thought to” ej fit: *, 
for nothing but to: keep fheep, and thoie butwa: 
fmall flock, and in doing this was negligent and: 
careleis: J know thy pride, and the naugitine/s of — 
thine beart ; that he was too proud to keep theep,. 
and wanted to advance himfelf, in’ the army, and. 
make a figure there,,and thereby gratifychiswar 
nity and ambition, which was the reverie of Da- 
vid’s, character ; for fuch: was. his humility, oth 
though he was anointed king, and had been -pré- _ 
ferred in Sau’s,court, yet condefcended with alk 
readinefs to keep his father’s fheep ;. and what he. 
now propofed was not from any bad principle in. 
his heart, but purely for the glory of God, and. 
the honour of the people of J/rae/, whorwere both. 
reproached : for thou art come down that thou mighteft: 
fee the battle, out of curiofity, and to take every 
advantage and opportunity of fignalizing and mak-. 
ing himilelf famous. . At Tanking 
¥. 29. And David faid,. what have I now. done? 
&c.] That is criminal and blame-worthy ; “as if 
he fhould fay, I have only expreffed an indignation. 
again{t this uncircumcifed Péilifiine, and a concern 
for the glory of God, and the honour ef t e peo- 
ple of U/rae/: is there wot a ceufe? either forhis. 
coming’ to the camp, being fent by his father; Or 
of his’ expreffing himfelf with indignation at the 
Pbiliftine’s defiance of the armies of J/rael. . Some- 
take the fenfe to be,. that he had done nothing, “he 
had not committed any fact ; it was mere words 
which he had faid, he had atrempted nothing, and. 
therefore there was no reafon to bear fo hard upon 
him’; to this purpofé is the Targum, “* what have 
I done as yet ? is it not a word only which Iv have- 
{poken ?”” but the former fenfe feems belt ~» 
¥. 30. And he turned from him towards another, 
&c.] From his brother £/iab, to another perfon. 
right againft him, and directed his difcourfe to- 
him : and fpake after the fame. manner; as in ¥. 26. 
enquiring what encouragement. would be given to 
a man ‘that fhould attempt to kill the Pailiftine,. 
and exprefling his concern to-hear the armiesof © 
the living’God defied by fuch a wretch: and the . 
people anfwered bim again after the formerunanner . 
telling him what" gratuities: and honsurs would. 
be conferred on fuch a pérfon;. as*in ¥v25./ and. 
the defign of his talking to one, and to another,. 
was, that what he had faid might fpread and reach 
to the ears of Sau], to whom in modefty he did nor. 
chufe to apply himfelf. | é 
y. 31. And when the words were heard which 
David fpake, &c.| ‘To one, and to another, and. 
thefe reported to other perfons,. and fo they went 
from one to another through many hands: they _ 
rebearfed them before Saul; coming to the ears of 
fome of his courtiers and’ counfellors, or officers. 
about him, they told him what fuch an one had 
faid: and he fent for him; to his tent or pavilion. 
where he was, to talk with him on’ this fubjeét. 
From the 11th verfe, to the end of this, the whole 
is wanting in the Septuagint verfion, according to- 
the Vatican exemplar ; and thefe tebenty: verles are 


wot thought, by fome’, to be an’ interpolation s and. 
he had not fufficiently explained the reafons of his 2 J Pp 5 an 


it muft be owned, there’are difficulties in them, __ 
and that the connexion of y..11th with the follow- =. 
ing, is very clear and confiftent, as alfo is ¥. goth 


left out in the fame verfions and likewife the four. ; 
laft verfes of the chapter, and five with - ne 


{ 
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¥. 32. And David faid to Saul, let no man’s beart \clean, fo he would be in his end, killed as they $ 
fail becaufe of him, &c.| The Philiftine, tho’ fojof this David was fully perfuaded and affured in 
gigantic, mighty and bluftering ; this he faid within|mind, having an impulfe from the Spirit of God; 
himlelf, fo Kimchi ; as David perceived the hearts of] by which he was certified of it: /eeing be bath de- 
molt, if not all, did, fince none dared to go out| fed the armies of the living God; fo that as he juft- 
and fight him, but on the contrary fled from him :|ly deferved to die, he made no dowbt of it, it 
thy fervant will go and fight with this Philiftine ;\would be his cafe. | 
and therefore there need be no thought, care or| y. 37. And David faid morzover, 8c] For the 
concern to look out for another man. farther confirmation of it, and as more ftrongly ex- 


he 


¥. 33. And Saul faid to David, thou art not able|preffing his faith of it; not as owing to any patu- 
to go againft this Philiftine to fight with him, &c.}\ral ftrength or fkill of his, but to the power of 
Had neither ftrength of body, nor fkill in military|God, of whofe affiftance he made no queftion : the 
affairs, to encounter with a man of his ftature and|Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, 
warlike genius and practice: for thou art but aland oat of the paw of the bear; for to him he 
youth ; fome fay about 14 or 16 years of age, butlafcribes his deliverance from thofe favage creatures, 
very probably about 20, and not more, and fo not|and his vi€tory over them; and on him he relied 
only weak, but inexpert in the art of fighting :|for help and falvation in the prefent cafe: he will 
aid be a man of war from bis youth; a gigantic\deliver me out of the hand of ibis Philiftine; David 
man, trained up in, inured to, and expert in the|did not go forth in his own name and ftrength, but 
‘affairs of war; fo that David could not, on anyjin the namie and ftrength of the Lord of hofts : 
account, be a competitor with him, and a match|aud Saul; feeing him fo pofitive and fully affured 
for him. of victory: faid unto David, go, and the Lord be 
¥.34. And David faid unto Saul, &c.] In an-(with thee; to help and affift him, to deliver him 
fwer to his objection of inability to encounter with}out of the hand of the Péiliftine, and give him 
one fo fuperior to him ; and this anfwer is founded|victory over him; the Targum is, “* the Word of 
on experience and facts, and fhews, that he was|the Lord be for thy help.” 
not fo weak and inexpert as Sau/ took him to be:| y. 38. And Saul armed David with bis armour, 
thy fervant kept his father’s foeep,; which he was not|8zc.] Not with what he wore himfelf; for it can’c 
afhamed to own, and efpecially as it furnifhed him}be thought he would ftrip himfelf of his armour 
with an inftance of his courage, bravery and fuc-{in the field of battle, and when juft going to it; 
cefs, and which would be convincing to Sau/: andjand befides, what fuited the one would not be fit 
there came a lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of\for the other, their bulk and ftature being diffe- 
the flock, mot that they came together; though/rent; but this was fome armour Saul had brought 
Kimchi fo interprets it, a lion with a bear, but thefe|with him, befides what he himfelf wore, to furnifh 
are creatures that don’t ufe to go together; and{any with that might want it: and be put an belmet 
befides, both could not be faid with propriety tojof dra/s upon bis bead; fuch an one, though not 
take one and the fame lamb out of the flock: to|fo large,as Goliath had, thefe being ufually. made 
which may be added, that David in the next verfejof brafs; fee the note on ¥.5. alfo be armed him 
fpeaks only of one, out of whofe mouth he took|with a coat of mail, which probably was of brafs 
the lamb; wherefore the words may be rendered, jalfo, and like that of Golath’s too, only lefftr, 
a lon or a bear’; and if the copulative and is re-|y¥. 5. 
tained, the meaning can only be, that at different] ¥. 39. And David girded his fword upon bis ar- 
times they would. come and take a lamb, a lion at|mour, &c.] Which Sau/ alfo perhaps furnifhed 
one time, and a bear at another. him with: and he affayed to go, made an attempt, 
¥. 35. And I went out after bim, &c.}, Whether|and had a mind to go thus accoutred ; he at firft 
a lion or a bear; but mention after being made of|fhewed an inclination to go in fuch an habit, but 
his beard, a lion rather is meant: and /mote him ;\afterwards would not: for he had not proved it; as 
with his fift, or rather with his fhepherd’s ftaff:|warriors were wont to do; fo Achilles did’; he 
and delivered it out of bis mouth; {natched it out|never made trial of fuch armour before, he had not 
from thence, or obliged him to drop it, by beat-|been ufed to it, and knew not how to behave in 
ing him: and when be arofe againft me; after helit, or walk with it on him; it was an incumbrance 
had let go the lamb, threatening to tear him in|to him: bardinel renders it, but be had not proved 
pieces for attempting to difturb him in his prey,|it; he would have gone with it but for that réafon ; 
and take it away from him: J caught him dy bis\the Targum is, “* becaufe there was no miracle in 
beard; fuch as lions have; hence a lion is often|them ;” becaufe if he had made ufe of this, there 
called in Homer ® Ais nevieveos, the well-bearded lion.|would have been no appearance of a miracle in 
Kimchi thinks, the beard with the nether jaw is meant, |getting the victory over. the Phili/tine, as was by 
which David caught hold on: and mote bim, and\ufing only a fling and ftones : and David faid unto 
flew him ; tore him to pieces, as Samfon did, or Nlew|Saul,. 1 cannot go with thefe, for I have not proved 
him with fome weapon in his hand. ~ {them ; he thought fit to acquaint Sau/ with it that 
¥. 36. Thy fervant flew both the lion and the'bear,\he could not go. thus accoutred, and his reafon for 
&c.] At different times, and feveral of them atjit, left.he fhould be offended with him: and Da- - 
* one time or another, whenever any of them came|vid put them off him, took off the helmet from 
into the flock, he ufed to lay hold on them and{his head, ungirt the fword upon his armour, and 
kill them, with-all the eafe imaginable. The ews! {tripped himfelf of his coat of mail, and went forth 
fuppofe this phrafe denotes many of them*. _4zd|entirely unarmed. yea cay 
this uncircumcifed Philiftine foall be as one of them | “y.40. And he took his ftaff ii his band, &c.] His 
’ as he was like them in nature, favage, crvel and un-'fhepherd’s ftaff which he ufed in keeping his fa- 
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ther’s theep, ahd chofe father to appear in the ha- tant, and therefore bids him come up.to bim, and 
bit of a fhepherd than of a foldier: and chofe bim he would foon difpatch him; unleis he faid this, 
five fnooth ftones out of the brook, which ran in becaufe David was light and nimble, and he heavy 


the valleys which became fmooth by lying in the and unweildy becaufe of his bignefs, and. the bur- 
water fUnning over them and which being fmooth |den of armour on him, and therefore could nog 


wete fitter for his purpofe, being the more eafily|make fuch hafte as he wifhed, to deftroy his ad- : 


“‘eaft out of the fling ; though De Diew is of opi-jverfary, of which he made no doubt: and J wa 
nion, that thefe were parts or pieces of ftones, cleft! give thy flefo wnta the fowls of the air, to the 
ones, which were rough and’ rugged, and which! deaffs of the jield ; the wild beatts he means 3, tho”, 
would mote eafily and firmly be fixed in the fore-) Farcbi thinks, he fpoke improperly. fince it is 
head of the Philiftine : and put them in a foephera’s| the way of the bealts of the field, as fheep, oxen, & 
bag which be had, even in a ferip ; in which he hadjto devour a man, or even to eat,any fleth, and there~ 
been wont to put things he needed for the good}fore he obferves, when David comes, he ufes an- 
of the flock, and was fuch as travellers put theirjother word, which fignifies the wild beafts of the 
food in ; and this might alfo be the ufe of it with| earth, and fo we render it, ¥. 46. but Kimchi fthows, 


fhepherds ; ‘but, according to the Ethiopic inter- 
preters*, it’ was that piece of the leather in the 
midft of the fling, in which the flingers ufed to 
put the ftones, that they might ftick the more 
firmly: and his fling was in bis band; which he 
intended to ufe in flinging the ftone or ftones he 
had in his ferip ; and which was an exercife he had 
been accuftomed to in all likelihood, and for which 
the Benjaminites his neighbours, of the next tribe, 
were very'famous: and he drew near to the Pht- 
liftine ; marched towards him, thereby fignifying 
that he accepted his challenge; and would enter 
the lift with him. 

y¥. 41. And the Philiftine came on, and drew near 
anto David, &c.] By flow paces, becaufe of the 
weight of his armour, and bulk of his body, yet 
with a haughty air, and a proud gait: and the man 
that bare the fhield went before him, fee the note 
on y. 7. 

¥.42. And whem the Philiftine looked about and 
faw David, he difdained him, &c.] He looked 
about for his antagonift to take a’view of him, 
what fort of a man he was, expecting to fee one 
much like himfelf; but obferving a puny young 
man, he defpifed him in his heart, and perhaps 
looked upon it as an affront to him to fend fuch a 
man to fight-with him : fer be was bat a youth ; 
his age was one reafon why he defpifed him,. be- 
ing, as before obferved, about 20 years of age, 


and not come to his full ftrength, a flripling, as|mine bands, &c. 


that even thefe are comprehended in the word here” 
ufed, fee Jf. xviii. 6 % 
¥. 45. Then faid David to the Philifiine, &c.] In 
an{wer to the contempt he held him in, and to the 
threatening words he gave him: ¢hou comeft to me 
with a fword, and with a pear, and with a@ foield 5 


the word for /bield is not the fame with that fo. 


rendered, .¥. 41. which his armour-bearer car- 
ried before him, but with that tranflated a target, 
which was between his fhoulders, y. 6. however, 


they were all weapons of war, either defenfive or 


offenfive : uf I come to thee in the name of the 


Lord of hofts, the Gad of the armies of Ifrael, whom : 
thou baft defied; the Lord of all hofts, in eae 


and in earth in general, and in particular the Go 


Fle, 


of the armies of J/rael,; which he was at the i % 


of, led on, protected and defended, having a kin 
and merciful regard unto them, and which this 
Philiftine had defied, reproached and blafphemed 5 
and now Devid was come by a commiffion irom 
this great Jehovah, to vindicate his honour, and. 
to avenge his people on him: he had aflsed for. 


man, and now the Lord of hofts, athe Jeg 


obferve, comes forth as a man ef war, for 


th 
battle was his, as in a following verfe ‘and basid 


was his meflenger, and came in his; name, an 
was the man into whofe hands he fhould be 
given,” A, yi 

ig ¥. 46. This day will the Lord deliver thee into 


Of which he was affured by di- 


a) 


he is called, ¥. 56. another reafon follows, asdivine infpiration, by the impulfe of the Spirit of 


vuddy, and of a fair countenance, looked effemi- 
‘nate, had not the appearance of a foldier, of a 
weather-beaten veteran, expofed to heat and cold, 
and inured to hardfhips. 

¥.43. And the Philiftine faid unto David, am I 


God upon him ; or otherwife he could nor haye ex- 


prefled himéelf with fuch certainty, and have aire. 


the particulars of what he fhould do, as in the fol 
lowing claufes : and I will fmite thee, and take thine 
bead from thes, and yet he had no weapon in his 


a dog, &¢.] Truly David did not think him much|hand to do it with, ¥. 50. but it was revealed to 
better, becaufe of his impudence, impurity, and|him that he fhould do it, and he believed it; tho” 
barking blafphemy againft God, and the armies|the Pdilifime no doubt lookéd upon all this as T0- 
‘of Ifraél, the Targum is, ** am | a defpifed dog ?”| mantic: azd I will give the carcaffes. of the bof of 
verily he was by David: that thou comeft to me| Philiftines this day unto the fowls of the air, 
with flaves ? or with a ftaff, the plural for the} the wild deajts. of the earth ; not, only this man’ 
‘fingular, to beat him with it as a dog is’ beaten, 
and as David ufed to beat his dog with, while|fowls and wild beafts, but the carcafies 
Keeping his father’s fheep, when the dog he had] Philiftine army, which Seeing upon.the fall 6f 
with him did not do his bufinefs as he fhould ; he} their champion, and purfued by the Dfraelites as 
‘fays nothing of his fling and ftones, they being}they were, would-be cut off, and become the food 
out of fight: and the Philiftine curfed David by of wild creatures, fee y. 52; though fome. think 
bis gods ; by: Dagon and others ; he madé an im-|the plural is put for the fingylar, and that it onl 
precation by them, and wifhed the gréatef evils|means his carcafs who was a Pbzlifine; Net the hoft_ 
might befal him from’ them; he devoted him to| of the PAiltines, carries it to the other fenie ; and 
_ them, . and doubted not. to make a facrifice of|this would be done, tZet. all. the earth may tno 
him. ~ i there is a God in I/rael, not only the land of Ca- 
¥. 44. And the Philiftine faid to David, comé to\naan or Paléftine, but the whole earth, and all th 
me, &c.} He feems to have ftood ftill difdainin 
to take another ftep towards fuch a pitiful-comba-+ 


this giant by fuch means, and of the 


om i 


® Apud Ludolf. Lexic, Ethiop, p, 84. 


1 'T, Bab, Sotah, fol, zea 
en. 2 z! 


and to 

carcafs, which fhould fall and become a Par Se 
me, .: 
6 


\ 


g| inhabitants of it, who fhould hear of the fall of — 
*apf oF they, 
Qk: %, =. 
wil @& 2F2. 
f * ( 
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Philifine army upon it; the report of which no)/unk into bis forebead ; and fo into his brain; asa 
doubt was fpread far and near, {tone is immerfed and finks in water; when thrown 
y. 47. And all this affembly foall know, &c.| The|jinto it; with fuch force did it go, and with fo 
congregation of Jrael, and church of the living|much eafe did it make its way, through the direc- 
God, great part of which were now gathered to-|tion and power of God: and he fell upon bis face 
gether, and were fpectators of this wonderful event: |40 the earth 5 Farchi oblerves, that it was moft na- 
that the Lord faveth not with fword and fpear;, that\tural for him to have fallen backwards, being 
is, by outward means and-inftruments, by arms|{truek upon his forehead ; but fo it was, that Da- 
and armed men; he-does not fave by them only,|vd might have no trouble to cut off his head, 
or by them always ; he can fave as well without|for by this means he fell nearer to him. 
them, as with them: for the battle is the Lord’s;| ¥. 50. So David prevailed over the Philifiine with 
it, is under his direction ; the iffue and event of|¢ fling, and with a fione, &c.] And with them 
it depend on his will, and are owing to him  or,|only, without any other warlike weapon: and /mote 
as the Targum, ‘‘ from the Lord is the victory. of | te Philifliney and flew him fmote him with thé 
wars,” it is he that gives it to whom he pleafes :| {tone, which brought him to the ground, and then 
and be will give you into our hands ; not only this| flew him with his own {word, as: afterwards related: 
Pbhiliftine into the hands of David, but the army | 4ué there was. no /word in the hand of David 5 when 
of them into the hands of the J/raelites ; David| he engaged with the Pdiliftine, and fmote him, for 
knew, and was affured of this by the Lord, and|he had put off all his armour, y. 39. 
jt was on this he relied, and was what animated| y.51. Therefore David ran and stood upon the 
him to engage with this champion in the manner | Pdiliftine, &c:] Upon his carcafs, as it lay pro- 
he did. {trate on the ground, and trampled on him, in juft 
¥. 48. And it came to pafs when the Philiftine\contempt of him who had defied, reproached, and 
erofe, &c.] Or prepared for the encounter, and|defpifed the armies of [rael: and took bis word, 
was in all probanility in great wrath and fury at|and drew it out of the fbeath thereof, which no 
hearing what David faid, and which haftened him|doubt was a very large one, and. required a good 
to it: avd came and drew nigh to meet David, as\deal of ftrength to unfheath it, and ufe it; and 
faft as his unwieldy body, and heavy load of ar-|therefore either David, though fo very young, was 
mour on him, would admit of : that David bafted | naturally very ftrong, or he had at this timea more 
end ran toward the army; the army of the Péi-|than ordinary meafure of ftrength given him: and 
liftines, from whence this champion came : 40 meet Vlew bim; for it feems that by the blow of the ftone 
the Philiftine , to get up to him before he could |he was only ftunned, and fell to the ground, but 
draw his {word, or put himfelf in a pofture to make |ftill had lite in him, which David foon put an end 
ule of any weapon'to {trike at David with, to by his own {word : and cut, off bis bead there- 
‘y. 49. And David put bis hand in his bag, &c.\| with; by which it would appear to both armies: 
Whe fhepherd’s fcrip, in which he had. put the|looking on, that his bufinefs was done, and he was 
five ftones he took out of the brook: aud took}thoroughly difpatched ;.and when the Philifines 
thence a ftone ; and put it into his fling he had in }/aw: thar. champion was dead, of which the cutting 
his hand; aud flang it, and fmote the Philiftine in|off his head.was a demonttrative proof, and which 
bis forebead; \t is made a difficulty of, how he }they could difcern at a diftance: they fled’, being 
fhould fmite him on his. forehead, when he had,a;ftruck with a panic: at this. unexpected event; “and 
helmet of ‘brafs upon his head, y.5..in anfwer, to}no: doubt by the Lord: ifor otherwife had they 
this Kimehi obferves that fome-fay, that when Da: | given themfelves the leaft ‘time to reflect on their 
vid {aid he would give his flefh to the fowls of the} own numbers;and ftrength, they had no juft occa- 
air, at the mention of that he looked upwards, and| fion torfi¢e 5 theimfafery not’ depending on a fingle 
what was upon his. forehead fell backwards, and| man, thoughoever’ fo :ftrong: upon this occafion 
then David flung and fmote him; or he might) David penned the ninth pfalm. 
put back -his' helmet to talk with David, and-hear,| yf. 52.0dudi the men. of Ijrash and of Fudab arofe, 
and .be heard. the better 3, and haying nothing» to| &c.} »From their encampment and entrenchment, : 
fear from-an unarmed man, might neglect :to puthor they prepared for aspurfuit: and shouted, and 
it forward again; or there might be fome:open|purfued the Pbilitines , fhouted when they firft fet 
fpace left in the helmet for him to look throughi,|out,: and continued fhouting as they purfued,: to 
in/at which the {tone might: pafs; fo the Ta*gun| animate their own troops,:and terrify thesenemy: 
senders it, -he {mote him in the houfe: of his eyes,|wntil thou come to the valley, and to the gates of 
fo the ftone paffed through the’ eye-hole into) his} Zkroz 3: which was one:of the five principalities of 
-brain : but after all, fuppofing his forehead ever|the Phili/tines; fo that: they: purfued them to their 
fo well covered, as the ftoneflung by David was| own cities} and to theovery gates of them: and 
vunder.a divine direction, fo as to hit a perfon: in| he wounded of, the. Philiftines. fell. dawn «by the way 
-motion, if came with, aydivine:power, which no-|to Shaaraia: a city inothe tribe of Fudab, and 
thing could refift; and: fuppofing this; of -which | feems tobe the fame:with Sharaim, Fofb. xv. 36. 
-there need no doubt, it couldias eafily pafs through | fee the» notelcthere. Fafepbus fays.*, othere: were 
=the helmet of brafs, as pierce into his forchead| killed:of the Pdiliftines 30,000, and twice as many 
and fink there; nor, can'this»be:thonghrythe: leaft) woundedi: even unto Gath, and-unto Ekron , Fofe- 
incredible, if what Diodorus Siculus™ relates of the pus “has ity ito the: barders, of Gath, and-to the 
Baleares be true, that they were fo dextrous at| gates of Afcalon, which were two other principa- 
flinging, that they not only would fling ftones-big- |lities of the -Phiiftines ; according to Bunting’, the 
ger than others could, and were fo direéted, that|whole chafe was this, to the valley and river Sorek 
they feldom miffed their mark, being inured to it}four miles; from thence to Ekrom eight miles ; to 
from their youth, but would even in battle break | 4/calon 20 miles, and to Gath 24 miles; that is, 


in pieces fhields, helmets, and all kinds of armour, }from the place where Goliath was killed. 
ith Whidh bodies were covered: shat the tone f 
,— | ¥. 53. 
 Bibliothee. 1. 5, p. 298. »*Antiq. 1. 6. ¢.9, § $+ © Ibid, ® Travels 
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yh 53. Aad the children of Ifrael returned fromfrom Saul, y. 15. fo that it is obitaid he liad been 


chafing after the Philiftines, 8cc.] The remainder|at Seu/’s court, and in his prefence before’: but to 
oe irc having pe into these fortified cities :/remove this feeming difficulty, it may be obferved, 
and they fpoiled their tents, which they left in their|that Sau/ having laboured under a diforder of body 
camp, all their armour, goods, money and pro- and mind, might eafily forget David, and his ferving 
vifions they found there, they feized upon as their him in the above capacity ; and to which the multi-- 
prey and booty; thefe they did not {tay to meddle plicity of bufineds, and of perfons in a court er 
with as foon as the Pdili/tines fled; but firft pur- greatly contributes and what with the dift: 
fued them, and flew as many of them as theyjand the different habits in which Da d appeared, 
could, and then returned to the fpoil ; which was {ometimes as a mufician, and fometimes as a fhep- 
wifely done. herd, and at other times as a foldier, and always as 
-y54. And, David took the bead of the Philiftine,}a fervant, it is no wonder the king fhould not know 
and brought it to ferufalem, &c.] After he had]him again ; tho’ after all it is not about his perfor 
been introduced with it to Sau/, and when he hadjthat he enquires, but whofe fon he was, what was 
pafled through various cities in J/racl, carrying the| his father’s name, and from what family he {prung 5 
head in triumph; where he was congratulated by|for though Seu! was made acquainted with this 
the women, who came out finging and dancing,}in the time of his diforder, and therefore fent to 
and fpeaking highly in his commendation andjhis father ee for him, and afterwards defired 
praife: why he carried it to Ferufalem, is not eafy|leave for his continuance ; yet this might flip out 
‘to fay, this not being a royal city, nor was it wholly jof his memory in a courfe of time, he having had 
in the hands of the J/raclites; part of it indeed |no perfonal knowledge of ‘Yeffe, nor any corre- 
was in the poffeffion of Fudah and Benjamin, but|{fpondence with him, but juft at that time; and 
the ftrong hold of Zion was poflefled by the ¥edu-Jit behoved him to know the pedigree of David, 
fates; and it is generally thought, that it was to|fince if he was victorious, he was not only to be en- 
the terror of them that the head of Goliath was |riched by him, but to have his daughter for wife, 
carried there. R. ofeph Kimchi thinks, that Nod,jand his family ennobled: and Abner Said, as thy 
where the tabernacle was at this time, was fur-|/oul liveth, O king, I cannot tell, he {wore by the 
named Ferufalem, but for what reafon cannot be|life of Sau/, as Jofeph by the life of Pharaob, that 
faid: but he put bis armour in bis tent, not wherethe knew nothing of him; which need not at alk 
the army was encamped before the engagement ;|feem ftrange, that ‘a general of an army, always 
for David had not his tent there, and befide thejemployed in military affairs, and often abroad, 
camp broke up upon this victory obtained ; but|fhould know nothing of a domeftic fervant of Sau/’s, 
rather in. his tent or apartment at Bethlebem, whenjunder the character of a mufician, and not always 
he returned thither, and where he Jaid up the ar-jat court neither; and ftill lefs) that he fhould be 


-mour he took from Golath,; though Abarbinel|ignorant of his family, and know nothing of his — 
thinks, and fo otherfews *, that by his tent is meant, |father, who lived in obfeurity in Bethlebem, and 


the tabernacle of the Lord, called David’s, becaufe|was an old man in thofe days. : asl 
of his attachment to it; and certain it is, that the] y. 56. Aud the king faid, enquire thou whofe fon 
{word of Goliath was either now, or at. leaft here-|the /ripling is.) Still the queftion is the fame, be- 
after, laid wp there, fee ch. xxi. g. where all that|ing verydefirous of knowing of what family he 
went. to facrifice might fee it, and call to mind this|}was, for the reafon before given. . 
wonderful inftance of the power and goodnefs of} ¥..57. And.as David returned from the flaughter 
‘God, and praife him for it. of the Philiftine,. 8c.) Carrying his head in tri- 

¥. 55. And when Saul faw David go forth againft}umph, and no doubt accompanied with the accla- 
the Philiftine, &c.) Set out to meet him, and|mations of the people: Abner took him and brought 
‘engage with him, :as he might from the: fide of|him before Saul, with the bead of the Philiftine in 
the mountain, where he was encamped: be faid|bis band; to give an anfwer to the king’s queition 
unto Abner the captain of the hoft ; his own coufin,|concerning him, who' could beft do it himfelf ; and 
whom he had raifed to this high poft in the army, |that Saad might have the opportunity of rewarding 
ch. xiv. 50. Abner, whofe fon is this youth? it is|him, according to his merit, for fo great a piece 
thought ftrange by many, that Sau/.fhould not|of fervice he had:done for /ael, of which the head 

know who he was, when he had been often at his|in his hand was a fufficient proof. 

court, and ferved him as.a mufician, and had been] ¥258. And Saul faid unto him, whofe fon art thou, 
very ufeful to. him, and he.loved him, and made|thou young man? &c.]: Still the queftion was fuch 
him his armour-bearer, and even had juft nowjas did not neceffarily ‘imply ignorance of his per- 
converfed with» him about: encountring with the}fon, but of his family : and David anfwered, Lam 
Philifiine, and had clothed him with his own ar-|the fon of thy fervant Felfe the Beth-lebemite ; which 
mour: to get rid of the former. part of the ob-|doubtlefs refrefhed the memory of Saul, and the 
jection, fome have fuppofed, that this event hap-|quickly called to mind who he was. © This inter- 
pened before David was his: mufician and armour-|view was very probably at Gibeab of Saul, which 
bearer, and is by ‘anticipation fpoken: of in ch.]was the place of his birth and refidence, and where. 
xvi. but that, the conne¢tion with this, and the}he kept his court, and to which he returned after 
following chapter, will not admit of; and befides,|the above victory was obtained, ist 
before this event, David» is faid to return home Sy 


@ Hieron, ‘Trad, Heb. in lib. Reg. fola.76/ Bj > y qecaeet 
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and wanted bim, and fo was going and returning 
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AFIS hae Lives: ‘an a ef the. srefpecth 

fhown to David by Sauljand Jonathan, by | &e 
the feryants of Saul, and, all the people, and of 
what was faid in his praife in the fongs of the: wo- 
men, y. 1-7. which, latter gave Seu/ a great ;of- 
fence, and.upon which he envied him, and eyed him, 
and indeed Jought his life,;and removed, him from 
him ; and yet {till he continued the darling of the 
people, behaving wifely among them, which. greatly 
embarrafied Saul, that. he knew, not what todo, ¥. 
8—.6. he propofed his,eldeft daughter to. him in 


Ps 9 Then Jonathan and David wade a. eondian!, 
+] . Ay covenant of\friendfhip; entered into a 

folemn agreement to keep up,and maintain. a, cor- 
dial refpect to each other, and to. fupport,each - 
other’s,,intereft both in lite and after'death, who- 
ever was.the-furviver 3 and in confequence of this 
David» hada friend .at;court, when Saud. fell out | 
with{hin,;and. who pleaded-his caufe, and difeo- 
vered his father’s plots; and was the means of.pre- 
ferving David's life : - becaufe, be loved him as. bis , 
own oal’s fo that thisscovenant was not founded in 

marriage, which he had a claim to by killing the} mere words,. but in fincere.and cordial affection, 
Philiftine,and then he baulked him by. giving her tojand ,was lafting and inviolable. 
another, ¥.17—19, and then he offered his} youngefth  y, ai Lind: Jonathan, fiript himfelf of the robe that . 
daughter to him, on condition that he would bring| was. wpon\bim, &c.| Asia token, of his hearty love 
him 100 forefkins of the Philiffines, in the, execu-|and.truefriendthip; andj that David might appear 
tion of which he thought his life would be expofed at court not in the habit,of a fhepherd,, but in thate 
to. danger, | which ch yet he performed, y.,20-227+\of a prince : and gavevit.to David, and bis gar- 
and having the affection, of his wife, and,the good| ments 5 his other garmentstbefides his robe, aud fo 
efteem of the fervants of Saul, Saul was more afraid clothed, him from top/to-toe,-and which fitted bim ; 
of him,,and became his enemy, y. 28—30. for as |there, was a fimilarity in their fouls, and-- 
the difpofition of them, fo.in the make, and bulk 
of their bodies, and in the ftature of them: even { 
to his word, and to bis-bow,.and to bis girdle 5 thele , 
he gave him to accoutre himfelf with, chat -he 
might. appearas a foldier, as.well as‘like.a prince, 
that, the. foul. of Jonathan wmas-knit with the foul of and as.another ‘Jonathan, or rather as the fame; that 
David ; he won his heart, made a conqueft.of his they might. feem.as one, as alike in body, fo in» 
affedtions, thefe went out towards him,, and cleaved garb asses habit. 
unto him; fuch were the..comelinefs of his. per-| y..5... Aad. David went out whitherfoever Saul fent — 
fon, his craceful mein.jand deportment; his free-|im,. 8¢c:]., About any bufineis whatfoever,, elpe- 
dom una fluency of expreffion,. his courage and| cially about martial affairs, for which he was abun; 
uodauntednefs, joined with prudence, modeity, and | dantly qualified: and, behaved bimfelf wifely ; in 
integrity, that they ftrongly attached him)to him:|the management of them, ufing great prudence | 
end ‘Jonathan loved him as. his: own foul ; not, only |and diferetion, and fo. failed not of fuccels, and of 
according to. the excellency of Davia’s foul, and| recommending himfelf ;, the Targum renders: it pro- 
the g ereatnefs of it, as that deferved refpect and love; Jpering ; he-was profperous and fuccefsful in whats 
as Abarbinel fuggefts, butyhe loved him.as. heloved|{oever ‘he engaged, for the Lord was. with him, 
himfelf, .There was a fimilarity,in their perfons,| and blefied him : and Saul Jet him over the men of . 
in their age,.in the difpofitions of their minds,, in| war 5 that.isy of fome of them, gave him the come , 
their wifdom, courage, modetty, : faithfulnefs and mand of astroop ; for déner,was captain. or general 
opennefs.of foul, that attracted them toeach other, }of the army, and. continuedfo.: and he, was .ac- 
that they. became, as another felf; as.one foul, oas cepted in the fight of all the. people of -all, the peo- 
Ariftotie {peaks * of true friends: inftances of very|ple in the land in general, of all that knew or 
cordial friendfhip are given by Plutarch *, as in Zhe-)-heard of. him; “being. ra upon as a wife, va- , 
Jfeusand Pirithous, Achilles and Patroclus, Orefes and |liant and fuccelsfal commander, and which’ gained 
Pylades, Pythias and Damen, Epeminondas and Pe-\him the efteem and. affection of the people : and 
lopidas 5 but none equal to; This, ay 5 yo [ao inthe fight of Saul’s servants ; which was very 

¥. 2. And Saul took him, that day, &e,} sNot puch, <and,.a’ rare thing, for fervants, are too. apt 

aly into his favour, and into his: fervice,. Disa into} to.envy., fuch as are rifingin their credit and repu- 
his court; .even on that very day he flew the P4i. }tation 3 though this mnt not be-underftood of all, 
liftine, or however as foon as it, could be. done ;} without exception, -but of the generality of them ; 
end would let him go no more home to. his father’s\nor is the word all, uled.of them, .as is of the peo- 
boufe; as he ufed to do before; when he only | ple ; forfome of them took,the. part of Sau/ atter- 
ferved as a mufician to him, then he was.only.at| wards againtt David, and were fecretlyn his enemies, 
court, when Saul was in a melancholy Snipouiens fee ¥. 227-726, § 
y.6.. And it came tonpa/sec as sia came, &c.] The» 
and in the intervals kept his father’s fheep, ch. xvii, armies. of d/rael, with their, commanders at the bead 
15. but now he would not {uffer him to attend fuch| of them, :; when David-was returned from the Jlaugh- 
bufinefS any longet, fince hé was. ‘not only to, be-|} ser of she: Philiffines 5 either. from the flaughter of 
come a courtier, and be made a prince or.noble,| Goliath, ‘with: his ¢head in-his.hand going to Feru=. 
bur to marry his daughter, according to the decla- | /alem, and Saul accompanying,him 5 or rather from 
ration he had made, with refpect to. any man: that}the laughter of the Pbiliftines, at tome other time, 


¥. 1, And it came. to. pals awhen. he bad made an 
end of fpeaking. unto Saul, bc.) In anfwer to his 
quettions about *his deen and family, and doubt- 
lefs more things were talked of than are recorded): 


fhould ais Goliath. 9 ha iicl “Botha athe Angular. being Pus! for the plural; fince, ac¢- 
| | ag. cording 
: Ethic. L. 9: & 9 “80 Porpbyt.. a vita Py thagor. ie. . Apud tbat loc, 
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474. 
cording to the order of the hiftory, this feems to 
be done after David was brought to court, and had 
been made a captain, and chad been fent out on 
military expeditions, and had been fuccefsful there- 
in, and from one of which he now returned: that 


— 
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yg. And Saul eyed David day and ; 
fireodh. J Toftead of looking pleatanty jd wi 7 
a fragile, - upon, him, as a * eet and favourite, he 
was juftly entitled to by his gallant behav our, he = 
looked at him with a four, ill-natured ¢ 


thé wowién came out of ail the cities of Ijrael 
through which they pafled, /imging and dancing, as 
were ufual after great victories obtained, and deli- 
verances wrought, the female fex being generally 
greatly affected with fuch things fince when things 
go otherwife, they fuffer much, and their fears rife 
high in time of battle ; ‘and when victory goes on 
their fide, it cives them great joy, and which they 
ufed to expreis in this way': #0 meet king Saul, the 
commander in chief, with his other officers, and 
David among the reft: with tabrets, with joy, 
and with infiruments of mufic ; with pipes or flutes, 
which they both blew with their mouths, and play- 
ed on with their hands, ‘and_other mufical inftru- 
ments exciting joy; the laft word is, by the Tar- 
gim; rendered, “ with cymbals ;” and fo the Sep- 
tiagint verfion ; it fignifies'a mufical infrument of 
three cords, according to Kimchi, and others,—as 
Pen Gerfom, underftand it’ of principal fongs,’ in 
which, things woncerful, excellent and honourable 
were fpoken of ; fee Exod. xv. 20. Judy xi. 34. 
Such fort of women were among the Romans cal- 
led Cymnbalifirie and Tympaniftrie*, who fhook the 
cymbals, and beat upon tabrets and drums at times 
of rejoicing. 

y¥. 7. And-the women’ anfwered one another as 
they played, 8c} ‘They fung vocally to their in- 
ftruments, and that by turns, one rehearfing one 
line or verfe in the fong, and then -the other an- 
other: and -faid, Saul bath flain bis thoufands, and 
David his ten thoufands , which, if to be’ referred: 
to the battle in the preceding chapter, as it com- 
monly is, muft be underftood thus, that though 
Soul, in purfait of the Péiliftines, flew many thou- 
fands of them, and David but one, even Goliath ; 
yet the flaying of him was the occafion of flaying 
ten thoufands, and therefore it is afcribed to: him: 
but it feems rather, that in fome after battles David 
had been more profperous and victorious than Sau/, 
ahd: therefore fuperior' commendations are given 
him by the author of the fong the women fung ; 
which however juft it might be to give them, was 
not wife, fince it ferved to irritate their king, as 
follows. 

¥. 8. And Saul was very wroth, and the faying 
difpleafed bum, &c.} Partly becaufe they called him 
plain Saul, and not ‘king Sau/; did not give him 
his royal title, which might ferve to ftrengthen his 
fufpicion, after fuggefted ; and chiefly becaufe they 
attributed a greater number of flain to David than 
to him, as follows: and he faid, they have afcribed 
unto David ten thoufands, and to me they afcribed but 
thoufands ; and fo had given more honour to an 
inferior officer than to the commander in“ chief, 
more to a fubyect than toa fovereign : and’what 
can he have.more but the kingdom? there is nothing 
left out of their fong, and nothing remains to be 
given him but that; fome think that Seu/ knew, 
by the prudent behaviour of David, and’ the fa- 
vour he was'in with God and men, and by ‘thefe 
commendations of the-women, that the kingdom 
would be his ; and that the words of Samuel were 
true, and would-be confirmed, that the kingdom 
would be rent from-him, -and giyen to his neigh- 
bour better than he. - This claufe, with the three 
following verfes, are left out of the Greek verfion, 
according to the Vasican copy. 


— + 


* Vid. Pignorium de Servis, p. 166, 174. 


javelin in Sauls band’, a°kind of fpear, or ha r 
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looked at‘him with an evil, fpiteful, maliciou 
envious eye; or he dili watched and 

ons, whether they 


all ‘his motions and aétio | 
to dethrone him, and 


to difloyalty and ese d 
take’ the kingdom to himfelf, which he was ‘fufpi- 


cious of ; he laid wait for him, as the Targum, and 
laid fhares'too, as the following hiftory fhews. > 
¥. 10. And it come’to pafs on the morrow, we]. : 
After the women had met him with their mufic . 
and dancing, and when returned home: that the 
evil fpirit from God came upon Saul ; Phiiting ‘On 2, - 
the above things that had paffed, he became me- °_ 
lancholy :" and be prophefed in the ‘mid of the — 
houfe ; either really, delivering our divine fongs, ° 
as the prophets did; according to Abarbinel, he 
foretold that Davzd would be king, and the king 
dom would be taken from him, ‘and given to him, 
or .he feigned -himfelf'a prophet, mimicking t 
‘motions and geftures; or, as the Targum, a€ : 
like a mad man, ora fool,’ uttering foolifh words, 
and ufing ridiculous ‘gefturés, which feems: moft * 
agreeable to the evil {piritin him: and David play- — 
ed with his band as at other'times; upon his harp,to 
remove the evil {pirit, or: melancholy difpolition * 
from Saul’, ‘for though he was now advanced at — 
court, and an officer in the army, and high in the 
affections and applaufe of thepeople, yet he did not 
think ‘it bélow him to’ aé as a mufician to do 
fervice to His prince; of fuch an humble, kind and ~ 
ingenuous ‘difpofition washe: and there was a 


~ 


' 
y 
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pike, which he had‘taken'into his hand on pur- ' 
pofe’ to kill David whilft ‘playing ; for perfons in ~ 
luch  cireumftances as’ his, as they are very mif- 
chievous, fo very fubtle at contriving: = 

y. nt. And Saul -caft the javelin, &cc.] “Out of — 
his hand'at David: for be faid ; in his heart, de= 
termining in his mind > J°will fmite David even to- 
the wall with it ; ‘he determined to caft it-with fuch — 
force ahd violence, that it fhould pierce through — 
David, and enter into the very wall,’ by the fide of - 
which David was: ‘and David avoided out of bis” 
prefence twice ; to efcape’' the javelin caft at him; 
éither he went our at the’ firft time of its being 
thrown, and then'came in again, when he threw it” 
a fecond time at him, upon which he alfo with- - 
drew ; or this was‘one of the times, and the other 
fome time after, of which fee ch. xix. 9. Abar- 
binel thinks, that David, whilft he was playing, — 
his eyes were fo fixed upon his own hands, that 
he was not aware of the javelin, and turned him- _ 
felf from Sax/ without intention both times, at a 
fo efcaped without knowledge of it; fuch was the 
good ‘providence of God towards him, and which, ‘ 
when Sau? perceived, it wrought upon him, as 
follows. deg & RG Oe a 

y.12. And Saul was afraid of David, Decaufe 
the Lord was with bim, ey HR: and ae ; 
ferving him, profpering and fucceeding Rian giv- Ane 
ing him’ viétory’ over his enemies, and favour 
among the people; the Targum is, “ the Word of 
the Lord was for his help.” Procopius Gazeus inter-_ 
prets it of the Holy Ghoft, whofe grace was vouch- ©  _ _ 
fafed unto him: he might be afraid in his melane  ~ 
choly fits, that as he had attempted to cake aa ¢ ; 
the life of David, that David would contrive and . ? 
feck an opportunity, and take away his life, and 
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the reafon of it follows, and the Lord was with 
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‘Biven him, and it, as, follows: only be thou valiant for ine, and 
m ftr ele. feats: and | fght the Lord’s batiles; he knew he was a valiant 
was departed from Saul, {ot > was deftitute man, and ready enough to ght; bur jie expected 
courage, and oes of mit d, and of wifdom| that in confideration of fuch a favour, and fuch 
and prudencé, became mean and abject, and} high honour as this, that he would exert bimfelf 
expoied himfelf t0 the contempt of his fubjects. , | in an extraordinary manner, and engage in hazard- 
‘¥ 13. Therefore Saul remy Ben ay &c.Jj}ous attempts, and thew himfelf worthy to be the 
From court, partly that er ight be out of his|fon of a king, in the defence of him and of his 
fight, having fuch an hatred of his perfon, that|country, and.for the glory of the God of J/rael ; 
he could not ‘bear to fee him; and partly that hejall this he fuggelts, when his view was; that he 
might be fafer from any defigns of his upon his] fhould expofe his life to fuch danger, that it might 
life, which he might fear, becaufe of his treat-|be hoped it would be taken away: for Saul faid ; 
ment of him: and made bim his captain over a thou-) not openly and verbally, but in his heart; he thought 
Jand not out of refpect to him, and in honour of | within himfelf, /et not mine band be upon him; he 
him, but partly to cover his malice, and pleafe|had attempted to lay hands on him, or to kill him 
the people, and partly in hope that he might. be | with his, own hands, but now he thought better, and 
fiain by the enemy at the head of his troop:, azd|confulted his credit among the people: ut let the 
be went cut and came in before the people, or at the |hand of the Philifiines be upon him; he hoped by 
head of them, as the Targum ; he led them out to|thefe. means that he would fall by their hands at 
war, and returned with them in fafety, with vic-|the head of his troop, whilft he was difplaying 
tory and in triumph, with great honour, and high-|his valour, and hazarding his life for the good 
ly refpected by them ; quite contrary to the inten-|of his king and country; .what Sau/ contrived, 
tion and hope of Saul. proved his. own cafe, he died in battle with the 
¥. 14. And David behaved himfelf wifely in all\ Philiftines, ch, xxxi. 4. 
bis ways, -&c.] Both in the court, and in the] y. 18. Aud David faid unto Saul, &c.] .Sur« 
‘camp, in whatfover fervice he was employed; or| prized at the offer Sau/ made him, yet not refufing 
» projpered*, as the word alfo fignifies; for, gene-|it, but expreffing himfelf with great modefty and 
rally {peaking, thofe that behave wifely fucceed| humility : who am J? as to his perfon, parentage 
well; in this he was a type of Chrift, J/ lii. 13.|and employment, mean and defpicable, at leaft in 
his own eyes, atype of the lowly. Jefus, Matt. xi 
29. and what is my life? keeping theep, for from 
thence was he taken and advanced; though fome 
think his meaning is, that to hazard his-life, as Saud 
propofed, was not equivalent to fuch an honour. he 
meant to confer upon him, and that he was ready 
to do it at.all times: or. my father’s family in If- 


kim ; from whom he had his wifdom and fuccefs ; 
the Targum is, ** the Word of the Lord was for 
his help.” 

y¥.15. Wherefore when Saul Jaw that he behaved 
himfelf very wifely, &c.] So that he could get no 
_ advantage againft him, and he fucceeded and was 
profperous in all his enterprizes, and was more and|rae/; though in an honourable tribe, and was an 
snore in favour with the people: be was afraid of honourable family, yet it feems not to be very 
bim; ‘eft the time was drawing near that the} oreat, at leaft was not.in David’s efteem worthy 
kingdom fhould be rent from him, and given to}of fuch high advancement, as that one of it fhoul 
David. be fo nearly related to the king; Ben Gerfom thinks « 

y. 16. And all Ifraél and Fudah loved: David,| David has reference to. the original of his fa+ 
&c.] The verb is fingular, and denotes, that] mily, Ruth the Moabite/s :. that I fhould be fon in- 
every one of them loved him in all the tribes of | aw to the king ? as he. would be by marrying his 
Ffraek, as well as in ‘fudab his own tribe; in fuch| daughter. ; 
general efteem was he, and fo much had he got] y.19. But it came to pafs at that time when Me- 
the hearts and affections of the people: decaufe be\rab Saul’s daughter foould bave been given to David, 
went out and came in before them; the people, as|&c.] Either when the giving of her to him was 
in ¥. 13. fo the Septuagint verfion, in which, ac-|talked of, or when the time fixed for her marriage 
cording to the Vatican copy, the three following} was come: shat fhe was given to Adriel the Me- 
verfes are wanting. _. \holathite to wife; Saui either having in reality 

¥.17. And Saul faid to David, &c.]_ Not in|never defigned fhe fhould be given to David, only 
friendfhip and in good-will to him, but defigning| propofed it.to pleate the people, or to affront Da- 
to lay a fnare for him : debold, my eldeft daughter\ vid, and expofe him to fhame and confufion by 
Merab, ber will I give thee to wife; moft interpre-|the ftep he meant to take, or however he foon 
ters underftand it, that he was obliged to this by|changed his mind; though Abarbinel’s notion is, 
promife, on account of David's laying Goliath,| that the young lady had difpofed of herfelf to this 
ch. xvii. 25. but Abarbinel is of another mind, perfon without her father’s knowledge, which feems 
and he rightly obferves, that the words referred to| not likely ;, the perfon fhe was given to was the 
are not the words of Saa/, but of the men of J/-| fon of Barzillai the Mebelathite, 2 Sam. xxi. 8. 
vael, who might fuppofe what the king would do ;} and fome have obferved, as the curfe of God on this 
or if they heard any thing like it fpoken by Sau/, | match, that all her fons were delivered to the Gibeon- 
it was only in a hyperbolical way, fignifying he did] ites, and hanged up, as related in the fame place 5. 
not care what he gave, and what he parted with, | for though thefe fons are faid to be brought up by 
to the man that killed the Phzlifine, but was not| Michal, they were bore by Merad to him. 
ftriétly bound to this particular thereby ; nor did) y.20. And Michal Saul’s daughter loved David, 
David ever claim fuch promife, nor did Sau/ think | &c.}] His youngeft daughter fell in love with him, 
himfelf bound to do it, but propofes it as an in-|becaufe of the comelinefs of his perfon, his gal- 
ftance of his great kindnefs and favour, as he pre-|Jant behaviour, his wife condu¢t, and the. general 
tended, and therefore expected great returns for|efteem and’ reputation he was had in, as may be 

‘ {up- 

pe 220 profpere admodum res gerebat, Vatablus; fecundabatur, Jonins & Tremellius, Pifeator; fo the Targum and. 
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' Saul faid to David ; who was as yet at court, ‘or|femove them, and. efpecially what con 
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fuppo fed: and they told Saul, and the thing pleafedjqubte 
bi stot that his" daughter loved David ‘or that able’ 


the people, whieh was greatly funk by ufing Devidie rdin 


in the manner he did, who was become the darling David was no 
of the people. ieee Blin a nee eh by the ‘pec 
¥.21. And Saul foid, 1 will give him her, that who - he was iy: 


prore 
éafion of his fall and ruin, by means of what he him in giv 

fhould propofe to him as the condition of 
but inftead of proving a fnare to him, as 
fhe was the means of his deliverance, w 


G 
7. 


whom he fent for on this occafion: thou fhalt this|dowry': the king defireth not any dowry, but.» 
day be my fon in-law, in the one of the twain, by fore/kins of the Philiftines, to be avenged on the k 
marrying ‘one of his two daughters ; fignifying,| enemies ; that is, he required or defired no oth 
that he would not defer the marriage, or put it off]dowry of David, but that he would flay.1 O 
to a longer time, as he had done before, but that|/iéines, and bring their forefkins to him; yw 
he fhould be married immediately to one or other|he*would be’ able’ to know that they w 2 
of his daughters ; and fecing he could not have\simes he flew, not Jraelites who were circu : 
the eldefl, the being difpofed of, he fhould have|though ‘it can’t well be thoug that Saw how: 
the youngeft, and io be equally his fon-in-law,|have any fufpicion of that, or take fach auf 

If we read the words without the fupplemenr, /ha/z}to prevent. it ;. but as thofe were almoii 
bé-my fon in-law in the two, or in both, the fenfe| 
is, that he fhould have them both; and fo the 
ews fay %, that he married them both, firft Meraé, 
and after her death Michal, or that he fhould be his} 
fon-in-law on two accounts, one by betrothing 
Merab, though he was not married to her, and 
the other by being married to Michal, fo that he 
would be doubly*his fon-in-law ; but the fenfe, ac- 
cording to the fupplement, is beft. 

y. 22. And Saul commanded his fervants, faying, 
commune with David secretly, &c.\ And perfuade 
him to marry Michal, and affure him of Saul’s real 
regard to him, and good intention towards him , 
for it feems that David being ill ufed in the affair , 
of his eldeft daughter, did not liften-to the propo-|the head of an enemy, and brings it to the king; 

{als of Sau? as to the youngeft, and therefore Saw/jand the king lays up the fkulls in a treafury, and 

took this method to bring him into them :. amd fay,|he is the moft: famous that +has the moft heads _ 

behold, the king hath a delight in thee; bore a good|brought unto him. Sau/ chofe not heads but fore- 
will towards him, had an high opinion of him,|fkins, for the reafons before given: but Saul thought, © 
and it would be a pleafure to him that he fhould|s%’ make David fall by ihe band of the Philiffines; he 
be his fon-in-law: and all bis fervants love thee ;\hoped in the enterprize the Philifines would ¢ too 
which might be true in general, excepting fome|powerful for him, and kill him. rare | an 
few ; which was no {mall mortification to Saul, tho’|  y. 26. And when bis. fervants told Dav 


he here pleads it, and puts his fervants on making|words, &c.] THat the king defired no 


ike 


carried in it a fhew of .zeal.for the glory of God, 
and the good of his people, and becaufe he hoped. 
David would fall by them in the enterprize, or, 
however render himlelf very odious to them, and 
they would bear him ill will; and feek his tins 
Strabo” reports of the people in Carmana, the “no 
man among them marries a wife, before he cuts off 


David might hear and underftand them: and Da-|figned for him in due time days 3 
vid faid, feemeth it to you a light thing to be @ king’s\expired ;' neither for’ the  bringit a ia, te 
Jon-in-law , a {mall thing, a trifling matter, an eafy|{kins, nor for the confummation of th 

thing to come into, and perform every thing rte-' 2 USVREPA EOUDNTA eae 
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bis men, and flew of the Philiftines 200 men, &c.) 
This te did himfelf, for the verb is fingular, and 
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Wherefore David arofe and went, be and his wife loved him; fo that he feared he fhould 


never be able to accomplifh his defigns, and thar 
this marriage, which he intended as the means of 


which were roo more than required ; this he didjhis ruin, would pave the way for his afcending 
to fhew his regard to the orders of Sau/, and his|the throne: and Saul became Dovia’s enemy conti~ 
obedience to : ae and to teftify the fincerity of| ually; was every day giving frefh evidehice of his 
his affe€tions his daughter, for whofe fake hejenmity again{ft him , before it was by fits, and at 
tifqued his life in this expedition, as well as to ex-jcertain times, there were fome intervals ; but now 
prefs his zeal for God, and his country, againft}enmity was rooted and habituated, and was con- 
their avowed enemies; the Greek verfion has only| {tant and continually fhewing itfelf. 

one hundred men, fee 2 Sam. iii. 14. and David\ ¥. 30. Then the princes of the Pbhilifines went 


brought their fore/kins; along with him to Saul’s 
court, having taken them off when flain. Fo/e- 
phus fays*, he cut off their heads, and brought 
them to him, and he makes the number to be 
600; neither are according to the text, but to make 
his hiftory more agreeable to the Gentiles, fee 
y. 21. an Arabic writer * makes mention of a peo- 
ple, that cut off the genital parts of men, and gave 
them to their wives for their dowry : and they gave 


orth, &e.] Out of their cities in troops, to re- 
venge and fpoil the land of J/rae/, being enraged 
at their defeat when Goliath their champion was 
flain, and at the injury and difhonour done them 
by David very lately in flaying 200 of them, and 
taking off their forefkins ; and, as the Jews fay *, 
having heard of the marriage of David, and un- 
derftanding the J/raelites had a law, that a new- 
married man might not go to the war the firft 


them in full tale to the king; the meffengers David| year, took this opportunity of invading and {poil- 


fent in with them, even the full tale of 200, which 
were as many more as were demanded: that he 
wight ke the king’s fon-in-law , being ‘now as de- 
firous of it, as the king was: and Saul gave bim 
Michal bis daughter to wife; which he could not in 
honour refufe to do, feeing he had performed the 


ing thems; whereas David. underftood that Jaw 
better than they, and knew it referred not to a 
voluntary war, but to that which was the com- 
mand of God againft the feven nations ; and even 
in that cafe, as fome think, it did not oblige fuch 
perfons to remain at home, but left it to their 


condition he had required. David’s marriage of|choice to do as they pleafed : and it came to pa/s 


the younger fifter, when upon various confidera- 
tions it might have been expected that he fhould 


after they went forth, and were met and oppofed 
by the J/raelites, by the troops of Saul, under dif- 


have married the elder, may be an emblem of|ferent commanders: that David behaved him/felf 
Chrift’s efpoufing the Gentile church, when the|more wifely than all the fervants of Saul, thewed 
Fewifh church, her elder fifter, is neglected byjhimfelf to be more expert in the art of war, and 


him, fhe having rejected him. 

¥.28. And Saul faw and knew that the Lord was 
with David, &c.] This he perceived by the fa- 
vour he gave him among men, by over-ruling all 
the fteps Sau? took to do him hurt, for his good, 
and in giving him fuccefs in all that he engaged 
in; the Targum is, ‘* that the Word of the Lord 
was for the help of David :” and that Michal Saul’s 
daughter loved him; and therefore could entertain 
no hope of making ufe of her as an inftrument 
of his ruin, but, on the contrary, would out of 
her great affection to her hufband, betray the de- 
figns of her father againft him, and do all fhe 
could to preferve him. 

¥. 29. And Saul was yet the more afraid of Da- 


formed defigns with great wifdom and prudence, 
and which he as wilely executed, as well as with 
great courage and valour, to the annoyance and 
defeat of the enemy, and to the advantage, de- 
fence and fafety of the people of J/rael; or he was 
more profperous than they, as the Targum, and fo 
others interpret it; he was more fuccefsful in his 
attacks on the Pdilzfines, and in his fkirmifhes with 
them : fo that bis name was much fet by ; he was in 
high efteem with the people; his name was pre- 
cious“ to them, as the word fignifies; they made 
mention of it, as Ben Gerfom interprets it, with 
great honour and glory ; fo that Sau/ failed much, 
and was greatly difappointed in the {cheme he had 
formed againit him. 


vid, &c.] Becaufe the Lord was with him, and 


CHA Py XIX. 


la chapter relates the dangers David was 
expofed unto through Sau/’s enmity at him, 
and his deliverance from them, as by the notice 
Jonathan gave him of his father’s defigns againtt 
him, and by his kind interpofition on his behalf, 
y. 1-7. by David flipping out of Sax/’s prefence, 
when he was about to caft a javelin at him, y. 8, 
9, 10. by Michal’s letting him down through a 
window, when Sau/ fent meffengers to kill him, 
and by deceiving them with an image laid in his 
bed in the room of him, ¥. 11—17. and again 
by Samuel’s protection of him at Naioth, whither 
David fied, and where Saul fent meffengers after 


laying hands on David, both he and the meffengers 
were fet a prophefying, y. 18—24. ! 


¥. 1. And Saul fpake to Jonathan his fon, &c.} 
Who was heir to his crown ; and though he knew 
he loved David, and was in ftrict friendfhip with 
him, yet he might hope, that as his fucceffion to 
the kingdom was in danger, as he thought, and 
that David was his rival in it, his mind would be 
alienated from him and that he would liften rather 
to a father than a friend, and would fee where his 
true intereft lay, and abandon David, yea feek’ his 
ruin, which Squz/ was intent upon: azd to all. his 


him, and at length came himfelf; and inftead of|/ervants ; who yet pretended to love David, and as 
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he himfelf faid they did, and fome of them might 5 ‘thing, and much lefs ever thought to take away his 


with thefe he might rather hope to fucceed, as they, 
were attached to him, and might be fecretly ene- 
tnies of David, and therefore to thefe, as well as 
to his fon, he fpake, and gave his orders : that 
they fhould. kill David, as if he was a traitor, anda 
ufurper of his throne, and one that had a defign 
upon that, and upon his life; finding he could do 
nothing by the fchemes, and fnares, and ftratagems, 
he ufed in a private manner; he grew outrageous and 
furious, and openly declared his views, and laid his 
injunctions on his fon and fervants, to take away 
Davia’s life as a very dangerous perfon to his crown 
and government. 

y¥. 2. But Jonathan Sauls fon delighted much in 
David, &c.|). In his company and converfation ; 
he loved him with a love of complacency, and was 
conftant and ftedfaft in ir, and which was a kind 
providence to David; for by this means he came 
to the knowledge of Sau/’s defigns upon him, and 
could the better guard againft him: and Fonatban 
told David, faying, Saul my father feeketh to kill thee ; 
to. inform him of which was acting the part of a 
fincere and faithful friend: now therefore, I pray 
thee, take heed of thyfelf until the morning; it 
feems it was now evening when he informed him 


life, | or feize his crown, as he might imagine :. @ 
becaufe his works have been to thee-ward very goo 
by flaying the Philiftines, when he and his ar 
were in the utmoft terror; by driving away the evil 
{pirit from him, through playing on his harp be-— 
fore him; as well as by commanding his troops, — 
and leading them again{t the Pdilijimes, and ob- 
taining victory over them. =. > ae 
¥. 5. For be did put bis life in bis hand, &e,) 
Expofed himfelf to the utmoft danger, when n 
one in all the camp of Jrael would do the like = 
and flew the Philiftine,; Goliath of Gath, who defied 
the armies of //rael; againft him he went unarmed, 
only with his fling and flones, and fought him,_ 
and flew him: aad the Lord wrought a great fal~ 
vation for all Ifrael; by his hand, fo that they were 
delivered trom their enemies, who fled before them, 
and they purfued them, and got a complete vic- 
tory over them: thou faweft it, and didft rejoice ; he 
was an eye-witnels ot Devid’s going forth againit 
the Philifiine, and flaying him, and of all 
happy effects of it, which then greatly affected 
him, and he could not forbear expreffing great joy 
on that occafion: wherefore then wilt thou fa 
againjt innocent blood, to flay David without a caufe? 


of it; and as he knew not what emifiaries Scu/|and fo entail the guilcof it on himfelf and family. © 
¥. 6. nd Saul bearkened unto the voice of Fona- — 


might have out that night in queft of him, he ad- 
viles him to take care of himfelf, and not expofe 
himielf to any danger, and to keep a ftri€t guard 
about him; and in the morning he would try to 
conciliate his father to him, when he might hope, 
having flept upon it, that he would be in a better 
temper, and more difpofed to hear what might be 
faid to him: and abide in a fecret place, and hide 
thyfelf ; he feems to fuggeft, as if it was not fafe 
for him to be in his own houfe, and in his own 
bed-chamber thar night, but that it was advifeable 
to retire to fome private place, where it might not be 
known, or fufpected that he was there. By what 
follows he means fome field, and a private place in it. 

¥.3. And 1 will go out, &c.] In the morning, 
at the fame time his father ufed to take his morn- 
ing-walk: and fland befide my father in the field 
where thou art; on that fide of him next to David, 
that he might not fee him, and yet be fo near, 
that David might hear what paffed between them : 
and I will commune with my father of thee; {peak 
in favour of him, and endeavour to diffuade him 
from attempting to take away his life, which was 
of io much importance and ufefulnefs ip the.com- 


than, &c.\ Not only heard him out what he had to 
'fay, but was affected with it, and wrought upon by 
it, and was convicted for the prefent,, that he was: 
wrong in feeking the life of David, and therefore 
would defift from it ; the Lord working upon his 
mind by what ‘Jonathan faid, and inclined him to* 
liften to it, and a& accordingly :. and Saul fware, 


as the Lord liveth, be foall nat be fain, this oath, 


he added to what he faid to Yonathan, for the con-. 
firmation of it; and which was. taken either with: 
a real intention to keep it, though that intention. 
did not long continue or with.a view to deceive 
Jonathan, that he might acquaint David with it,, 
and fo prevent his flight and efcape, and that he 


might the more eafily fall into his hands; but the 


former feems rather to be the cafe. ‘ae 


¥.7. And Jonathan called David, &e.| Out of — 


his lurking place in the field, after Saud was re= 
turned home: and Jonathan fhewed bim all thefe 
things ; which had pafied between him and his fa- 
ther, and particularly the oath he had made that. 
he fhould not be flain: and Jonathan brought Da- 
vid to Saul; introduced him at court again, and 


monwealth of I/racl: and what I fee, that I will|into the prefence-chamber of Saul; who, in ap= 


tell thee ; what David could not well hear he would 
inform him of, and what he could perceive in the 


pearance, received him courteoufly, and a recon- 
ciliation was feemingly made: and be was in bis 


countenance of Sau/, as well as conclude from his | prefence @s in times. daft; when he was firft received 


words, that he would make known to David, that 
fo he might know better what he had to do, and 
provide tor his fafety. . 

¥.4. And Fonathan fpake good of David unto 
Saul bis father, 8c.) Obferved to him what a good 
man he was, and what good things he had done, 
what wifdom and prudence he had fhown in the 
management of all his affairs, what ‘valour and 
courage in all- his expeditions, what faithfulnefs 
and integrity to his king and country in every in- 
ftance: and faid unto him, let not the king fin 
againft bis fervant, againft David; by taking away 
his life; which would have been a great fin indeed, 
a fin againft the law of God, which forbids mur- 
der, and which would have been attended with fad 
aggravations of cruelty and ingratitude : becaufe be 
bath not finned againft thee, had not difobeyed any 


of his orders, but faithfully ferved him in every| Saul, 8c.) 


jat court, and in great efteem both with Seu/ and 


his courtiers. srarit $ 
¥. 8. And there was war again, &e.) Between 


T/rael and the Philifines s it does not appear that — 


either of them fent out their whole force, -only 


- 


fome parties or detachments, between which there 


were {kirmifhes : aud David went out and fought 
with the Philiftines ; he went out with his thoufand 


men, over which he was made captain, ch. xviii, — 


13, for.he had not the command of the whole 
army; that belonged to Abner: and flew them with 


a great flaughter, and they fled from him, he killed — 


many of them in his engagements with them, and = -— 


the reft fled, and he returned victorious; which 


ftirred up the envy and increafed the jealoufy of ~ 
2h he 
‘Ss 
His melancholy and frantic er : 


Saul, to obferve which, this is related. 
¥.9. And the evil fpirit from the Lord wast 


i re 


Ai 


t Pan . 


- 


Ch. xix. y. FOS-137 1,5 WW RK . 
returned upon thofe victories of David, and he 
grew envious, jealous, fpiteful and malicious: as 
be fate in bis houfe with bis javelin in bis hand ; 
which either defcribes the pofture he was in when 
the evil {pirit came upon him ; or the effects of 
it, he became dull and melancholy, did not care 
to go abroad, but kept’at home, and was fufpi- 
cious of every body ; and therefore kept a javelin 
in his hand to defend himfelf ; or it may be rather 
to dilpatch David with it, when an opportunity 
fhoula offer; which quickly did: and David played 
with bis hand ; on fome inftrument of mufic, par- 
ticularly the harp, to drive away the evil fpirit, 
the melancholy diforder from Sau/; which fhewed 
his humility, that though he was an officer in the 
army, had a confiderable poft in it, yet deigned 
to act the part of a mufician to Sag/, and his great 
kindnefs and affection for him his fovereign, willing 
to ferve him what he could to promote his health 
and comfort, and the truft and confidence he put in 
his promife and oath, or rather in the providence 
of God for his protection in the way of his duty, 
though he knew how {piteful and ‘injurious Sau/ 
had been to him. 
¥.10. And Saul fought to {mite David even to the 
wall with his javelin, &c.|° To’ ftrike it through 
him, and faften him to the ‘wall with it, as he 
had attempted, before, ch. xviii. r1, Sut be Slipt 
away cut of Saul’s prefence; he perceived his de- 
fign, and being of great agility of body, moved 
out of his place before him very nimbly : and be 
Jmote the javelin into the wall; he threw it with 
fuch force that it entered into the wall, and ftuck 
there ; fo great was his refolution to deftroy David, 
and fuch the rage and paffion that he was in, and 
{uch his ftrength of body, and which, in perfons in 
his circumftances, is ftrangely exerted at times : 
and David fled, and efcaped that night ; it being to- 
wards night, or in the evening, very probably 
when this affair happened ; upon which he depart- 
ed from Saui/’s court, and went to his own houf, 
and fo efcaped the danger he was expofed to for 
the prefent. ' 
¥. 11. And Saul fent meffengers unto David's houfe, 
&c.}] Suppofing that he was gone thither; where 
this was, is not faid, very likely in Gideab, where 
Saul lived: to watch bims; that he might not get 
out from thence in the night: and to flay bim in 
the morning , the reafon why he did not order them 
to break into the houfe, and flay him at once, but 
wait till morning, feems to be, left thould he be 
alarmed by their breaking in, he might take the 
advantage of the night, and eafily efcape, or an- 
other perfon through miftake might be flain for 
him ; and therefore that they might be fure of him, 
they were to watch till it was broad day-light, when 
they could not well mifs of him. Fo/ephus * fays, 
the orders to watch him until morning were, that 
he might be taken and brought to a court of judi- 
cature, and be condemned and put to death, which 
was ulually held in a morning; but Saui’s orders 
to the meflengers were to put him to death them- 
felves, and he had no notion of dealing with him 
according to a formal procefs of judgment: and 
Mickal David's wife told bim, faying, if thou fave 
not thy life to-night, to-morrow thou foalt be flain, 
meaning, if he did not take the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the night to make his efcape, he would 
not be able to do it in the morning; the houfe be-| but the pillow or bolfter had the form of a leathern 
ing fo befet, as fhe perceived, by perfons whom bag or bottle; the Septuagint verfion is very odd, 
fhe might fufpect were fent by Sau/ to deftroy him, | * and put the liver of goats at his head ;* and 


fo 
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knowing the ill will her fathet boré to him ; ora 
mefienger at the fame time might be difpatched to , 
her, either from her brother Fenathan, ortrom 
one of her friends at court, acquainting her with 
the defign againft David, and the danger. he was 
in. Upon this occafion David penned .the 59th 
pfalm.  _ 

¥.12. So Michal let David through @ window, 
&c.} In like manner as Rahab let down the'{pies 
from her houfe in Fericho, when the king’s: mef= 
fengers were in queft of them; and as the difciples 
let down the apoftle Paul at Damafcus, to preferve 
him from the defigns of the ¥ews upon him: and’ 
he went, and fled, and efcaped , he departed. from 
his houfe, and ran with all the hafte he could, and 
efcaped the meffengers that had befer the houle, 
and were waiting for him. 

¥. 13. And Michal took an image, &c.] Or 
Teraphim, as the word is; which if the fame with 
thofe that Rachel {tole from_ her father, they feem 
to be of the fame fort with the penates or houfe- 
hold gods of the heathens, which were privately 
kept by Michal; for had, David known of them, 
he would not have fuffered them to have been im 
his houfe. ben Ezra fuppofes they were images 
made in the form of men under fuch a conftella- 
tion, a fort of Tali/mans, to receive the heavenly 
influences, and which being. confulted, foretold 
things to come; and R. Saiah is of opinion, that 
Micbal chole and placed thefe in the bed, that her 
father might conclude, when he fhould hear of 
them, that David had found them; and by. this 
means knew that his intention was to kill him, 
and therefore fled; but to confult fuch images 
was very far from David, and without it he knew 
Saul’s intention. Abarbinel makes mention of fe~ 
veral forts of Teraphim, fome. for idolatry, fome 
to draw down the heavenly, influences, fome to 
know the time of the day, a fort of dials ; fome 
were made after the form of a man known, and 
like him in his form and. features; and women, 
he fays, ufed to have the forms or ftatues of their, 
hufbands, that they might have them continually 
before them, becaufe of the great love they had to 
them 5 and of this fort he fuppofes were the Tera- 
phim of Michal, and which is approved of by Aben- 
dana; and that this image had the likenefs of an 
human face is very probable, or it could not have 
fo well anfwered her purpofe: aud laid it in the 
bed; where David ufed to lie, that it might feem to 
be he himfelf : and put a pillow of goat’s hair for bis 
bolfter ;. fhe took the fineft of the goat’s hair, which 
fhe had in the houfe, women being ufed to {pin 
in thofe days, even great perfonages, and put it 
into a pillow, and made a bolfter of it, and put 
it’ under the head or block of the image, which 
would fink it, being foft, and fo look like a fick 
man, whofe, face could not eafily be difcerned ; 
though fome think this goat’s hair was put about 
the head of the image, to make it look the more 
like an human head; goat’s hair being very much 
like human hair‘, and of different colours, and 
fuch a colour, might be chofen as was moft like 
David's, fee Cant. iv. 1. the Targum interprets it, 
a bottle of goat’s fkins, that is, a leathern bottle 
or bag made of goat’s fkins, fuch as they ufed to 
put wine into ; hence the conceit in the Midrajh', 
that a bottle of wine was put inftead of David ; 
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‘man, that if fhe-had offered to have detained himy 
he would have murdered her, and threatened if the 
did, he would do it, when both were fale; that he 
fhould fay to her let me go, when it was fhe thag 
advifed him to go, and that if the refufed he would 
kill her; which lies were framed by her to excujé 
herfelf, at the.expence of her hufband’s reputa- 


tion. Wee 

y. 38. So David fled, and efcaped, &c] Fled 
from his own houfe, and efcaped talling into the 
hands of the meffengers of Ssu/, and fo of Saué 
himfelf: and came to Samuel to Ramab, the place 
where Samuel dwelt ; to him David chofe to come; 
‘by whom he had been anointed king. that his faith 
might be ftrengshened by him with refpect to the 
kingdom, which might be weakened by what had 
happened to him; and that he might have fome 
advice and direction from him, what he fhould do, 
and what courfe he fhould take. in his prefene cir- 
cumftances, and that he might receive fome com- 
fort from him under his prelent troubles : and told 
him all that Saul bad done to bim; how he had fpoken 
to his fervants to kill him, had caft a javelin at 
him himfelf, and had fent meffengers to his hoyge 
‘to flay him: and he gnd Samuel went aud dwelt in 
Naicth ; which was in or near to Ramah, as aps 
pears by the following verfe; which perhaps was a 
‘more retired place, and fo chofen for the fake of 
‘converfation between them, or reckoned a more 
fafe place. Here being a fchool or college of the 
prophets, might be a kind of an afylum, and 
where it might be thought Szu/ would not attemps 
to lay hands on David, thouid he know where he 
was ; for if the Pbilifines gave no difturbance to 
the hill of Ged, and the prophets in it, ch. x. 5. 
it might be reafonably concluded Seu would not ; 
fo the Targum paraphratles it, be and Samuel went 
and dwelt in the boufe of dotirine, or in the ichool, 
the fchool of the prophets. R. dbimi the Notbites 
or Naiothite, mentioned in the Za/mud', is. faup- 
pofed * to be of this place; it is faid'to be tix 
miles from Ferufalem to the north. 

¥. 19. And it was told Saul, &c.} By fome of+ 
ficious perfons who. faw David at Kamab, and ob- 
ferved that he and Samuel] went together to Naioih = 
faying, behold, David is at Naioth in Ramab, or 
near it; according to R. J/aiah, Ramah was the 
name of a hill, or mountain, fo called from its 
height, and Naiorh the name of a place on it; ig 
fignifies paftures and pleafant places, as meadows 
and-paftures ate ; and here in the fields near Ras 
mab was the houfe of do¢trine, as the Targum calls 
the meffengers returned and reported what they had|it, or the fchool of the prophets, being pleafant, 
feen, when Saul either came to her at her houfe,!and retired, and fit for ftudy. 
er fent for her to his palace: why baft thou de-| ¥:20. And Saul fent meffengers to take Davids 
ceived me fo, for deceiving his meffengers was de-|&c.] Notwithftanding the facred place he was in, 
eeiving him, by pretending David was fick and in! fo bent was he upon his deftruction : and whem they 
bed, when fhe had placed an image there, and had /aw the company of the prophets prophefying, ox 
let him down through a window, and he was gone: | praifing, as the Zergum; finging hymns and fongs 
and fent away mine enemy, that he is efcaped ? as if| of praife to God, under the infpiration and influence 
fhe was more obliged to gratify the wicked paffionjof the Spirit of God, who indited thefe fongs for 
of a father, than to provide for the fafety of her|them, and excited them to fing them; thefe pro- 
hufband: and Michal anfwered Saul, be faid unto|phets belonged to the {chool or college of prophets 
me, let me go, why fhould I kill thee? though the|at Naiorb, whom the meffengers faw when they. 
was concerned for the prefervation of her hufband, | came thither, and found them thus employed; or 
yet not for his honour and credit, nor for her own| when be faw™, for the word is fingular, that is, 


fo Fofephus fays®; and it is obferved", that the 
liver of a goat will move a long time after it is 

‘taken out, and fo make a fhew of the palpitation 
of the heart; but then this was put, not within 
the bed, but at the head of the image: and cover- 
ed it with a cloth; to keep her fick hufband warm, 
as fhe would have it underftood. 

yt. 14. And when Saul fent meffengsrs to take Da- 

vid, &c.} Either the fame, who in the morning 
enquired for David, or thofe ftaying longer than 
Saul ‘expected, and fearing they were negligent or 
corrupted, he fent others ; to whom fee faid, be is 
fick; and in bed, and can’t be fpoke with ; this 
lie the told through her affection to David, and to 
preferve his life; and this ftratagem fhe devifed 
to gain time, that whilft fhe was amufing the mef- 
fengers with this tale of hers, before they could 
difcover the truth of the matter, David would be 
out of their reach ; whereas, had fhe denied his 
being at home,- or fignified that hé had made his 
efcape, they would have immediately purfued after 
kim, and he would have been in danger of being 
taken by them. 
- ¥. 15. And Saul fent the meffengers again to fee 
David, &c.] Not to vifit him, or to fee how he 
was, or enquire of his health in a kind manner, 
but to fee his perfon, whether he was fick or no, 
and whether he was there or no; for Sau/ might 
fafpect fome deceit was ufed, becaufe the meflengers 
took the report of Michal, and faw not David, nor 
attempted to fee him; but now they have ftriét 
orders to fee him, and not take Michal’s word as 
before; wherefore the fupplement again may be left 
out: faying, bring bim up to me in the bed; if {fo 
bad that he was not able to rife, or not fit to be 
taken out of his bed, his orders were, that he 
thould be brought to him in it; refolved he was to 
have him fick or well: shat I.may flay bim; not 
content that he fhould die a natural death, or will- 
ing to wait for it, he is in hafte, being full of wrath 
and malice, to flay him himfelf. 

y. 16. And when the meffengers were come in, 
&c.] To David's houfe, and into the room where 
he was fuppofed to lie: behold, there was an image 
in the bed, to their great furprize, they expected 
to fee David, but inftead of him the Teraphim, as 
in ¥. 13. if they had been in the room before, and 
thought they had feen David in the bed, they 
might be the more furprized to find, that it was 
only an image they faw: with a pillow of goat's 
hair for bis dolfer ; fee the note on ¥. 13. 

y¥.17. And Saul faid unto Michal, &c.} After 


veracity ; fhe attempted not to vindicate her huf-|the chief of the meffengers, or every one of them, ~ 


band from the charge of being an enemy to Saul, as\ fo Kimchi: and Samuel flanding as appointed over 
fhe might ; but faggefted that he was fo defperate al shem 5 he was prefident of the college, atid he ftood: 


to 

& Ut fupra.: h Vid. Hadfon. not. in ib. iF. Bab. Sabbat, ¢. 1. fol. 17.2. Avodah Z. eed eg 
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to inftruct and teach them in the knowledge of di-| be came to Naioth in Ramah; in this he differed 
vine things; fo the Targum, ‘ ftanding, teaching} from his mefléngers ; they did not prophely till 
over them, or by them,” and to direct and affilt} they came to that place, but Sau/ began to prophefy 
them in finging their fongs of praife : te Spirit of| before he came thither, as he was in his way from 
the Lord was upon the meffengers of Saul, and they\the well to it. Paes ge 
aifo prophefied or praifed, as the Targum, fung| y. 24. And be fiript off bis clothes alfo, &c. | 
hymns and fongs of praife asthe prophets did, and| Not all his clothes, but his upper garments, as ~ 
were fo taken up with thefe religious exercifes, that} men in fuch circumftances ufed to do, as the pro: 
they forgot, or were inattentive to the bufinels| phets fometimes did, and as it feems his meflén- 
they were fent to do. Ben Gerfom thinks, they|gers had done; according to Farchi, R. Liab, 
foretold things 40 come, and fo Abardinel,; andjand others *, he ftript himfelf of his royal robes, 
particularly chat they prophefied, that David fhould| and put on the habit of the fcholars, the difciples, 
rule over-all J/rae/, and that God would not fuffer|and fons of the prophets: and prophefied before Sa- 
Saul to flay him; and fo were indifferent to, and} muel in like manner , as the meflengers had done; 
negligent of doing the errand they were fent on,|finging fuch-like fongs, or foretelling fuch-like 
yea purpolely avoided it. things as they did; he and they fpeaking not of 
¥. 21. And when it was told Saul, &c.| That|themfelves, but as they were moved by the holy 
the mefiengers he had fent, inftead of feizing on| {pirit of prophecy ; for fuch gifts have fometimes 
David, were prophefying of him, or however were| been beftowed on men that were deftitute of the 
attending to fervices of a different nature than what! grace of God, as Balaam, Caiaphas, and others : 
they were fent upon: be fent other meffengers, andj and lay down, or fell down®, as perfons in an ex- 
they prophefied lkewife; when they came to thejtafy or trance: and lay naked all that day, and all 
fame place: and Saul fent meffengers again a third\that night, not entirely naked, but without his 
time, and they prophefied alfo , joined the reit in fing-|upper garment or royal robes, or elfe his ar- 
ing praifes, or foretelling future events. mour; fo an unarmed man is faid to be naked, 
y.22. Then went he alfo.to Ramab, &c.| That|though otherwife he has his clothes on: thus Ge- 
_is Saul; his meflengers not returning to him, whenj/oz having conquéred the Carthaginians, and made 
he fent one after another to take David, at length|himfelf mafter of all Sicily, went into the forum 
he fet out himfelf from Gibeah to Ramah: and came\|naked, (t. e. unarmed) and declared he would re- 
to a great well that is in Sechu; which was either] ftore the government to the citizens, wherefore a 
the name of a man, the owner of the well, or a|naked ftatue for him was erected in the temple of 
place near to which the well was, and is commonly] Juno? ; fo Quinétius Cincinnatus was found plow-~ 
thought to be the fame with Shochob, ch. xvii. 1.ing naked*, who can’t be fuppofed to be without 
at fuch places there was generally a concourfe of|any clothes on him. archi, from Menachem, re- 
people at certain times, to fetch water for the in-| ports, that he had heard from an Arabian, that the 
habitants of the place, and for the watering of|word the Targum makes ule of for naked, fignifies, 
flocks and herds, and fo a proper place to ftop at,| in the Arabic language, one that is furious or mad, 
vand afk the following queftions: and he afked and\as perfons in an extafy, or under a prophetic fpirit 
faid, where are Samuel and David? for his meffen--|fometimes feemed to be; now Sad] was kept and 
gers not returning to him, he could not be fure| held in fuch circumftances a whole day and night, 
where they now were, though he had heard they|}that David might have an opportunity of making 
were at Naioth: and one faid, behold, they be at\his efcape, and getting at fuch a diftance from him, 
Naioth in Ramah; at the houfe of doétrine, or|that he could not overtake him: wherefore they 
fehool in Ramah, as the. Targum; thus one atl/ay, is Saul alfo among the prophets ? this became 
the well replied, in anfwer to his queftion, who}a common faying, a proverbial exprefiion, at leaft 
had feen them go there, or knew they were there. |was now revived and obferved with admiration ; 
y.23. And he went thither to Naioth in Ramab,|that Saul who had behaved himfelf in fo ill a man- 
&c.] He went on from the well towards the place :|ner, as an enemy to fo good a man, fhould be 
and the Spirit of God was upon kim alfo; as well|found among the prophets of the Lord, and pro- 
as upon his meflengers ; even the fpirit of prophecy,| phefying as they did. 
as the Targum: and be went on and prophefied until 
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AVID freeing from Naioth came to Fonathan,| with ftrong expreffions of affection and attachment 
and acquainted him with his circumftances,| to each other, ¥. 41, 42. 
and intreated his favour, ¥. 1—8. which ona- : 
than promifed, and renewed the covenant with} y.1. And David fled from Naioth in Ramab, 
‘him} ¥. g—17. a fcheme was formed between} &c.]  ‘Whilft Sau/ was prophefying, or lay in a 
‘them, by which David might know whether Sau/| trance there: and came, to Gibeah, where Saul 
was reconciled to him, and he might come to court,| dwelt, and had his palace, and kept his court : 
‘y. 18—23. which being tried, Yonathan found it| and faid before Jonathan, whom he found there, 
“was not fafe for him to appear, ¥. 24—34. of|and for whofe fake he thither fled to have his ad- 
which he gave notice by the fignals agreed on, ¥.| vice; and to ufe his intereft with his father, and 
35—40. and they took their leave of one another) be his friend at court: what bave I done ? what is 
4 7 uel - 7) ( . SG te VHA 
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mine iniquity ? and what is my fin before thy father, 
that he feeketh my life? furely, as if he fhould fay, I 
muft have been guilty of fome very great crime, and 
yet Iam not fenfible of it; canft thou tell me what 
it is that has fo provoked thy father, that nothing 
will fatisfy him but the taking away of my life, 
which he feeks to do? 

¥.2. And he faid unto him, God forbid, thou 
Jhalt not die, &c.] He could not believe his fa- 
ther had any fuch intention; and that if he dif- 
covered any thing of that kind, it was only when 
he was in a phrenfy, and a melancholy diforder 
had feized him ; and that David had nothing to fear 
on that head, and that he would fecure him from all 
danger in that refpect; the thing was too grofs and 
deteftable to be credited : Lehold, my father will do 
nothing either great or fmall, but that be will fhew 
it me; fuch an intereft had he in him, and in his 
favour, being his fon and heir to his crown, and 
having done many warlike exploits, which had the 
more endeared him to him, that he made him privy 
to all his fecret defigns, and took his opinion in all 
matters of moment and importance: aad why 
Should my father bide this thing from me? his de- 
fign of taking away the life of David, if he had 
really formed one: it is not fo 5 Fonathan conclud- 
ed from his ignorance of it, there was nothing in 
it, and that it was only a furmife of David’s ; and 
yet it is ftrange that Fonathan fhould know nothing 
of the meflengers being fent to David’s houfe to 
take him, and of others fent to Naioth after him, 
and of Saul’s going there himfelf with fuch a de- 
fign ; and if he did know any thing of the matter, 
he made the beft of it to David, partly to allay 
his fears, and partly that his father might not ap- 
pear fo black and vile as he really was. 

¥. 3. And David fware moreover, and faid, &c.] 
To aflure Fonathan of the truth of it, that he did 
moft certainly feek after his life, of which, as he 
had no doubt himfelf, by an oath he endeavoured 
to remove any that might be in Fonathan, who 
was not willing to believe his father could be guilty 
of fo foul a ctime: thy father certainly kuoweth 
that I bave found grace in thine eyes; that he was 
high in his favour, that he hada great value for 
him, and he had a large fhare in his love and 
friendfhip, and that was the reafon why he hid from 
him his bafe intentions : and be faith, let not Fona- 
than know this, left he be grieved; as he would be, 
both for the evil his father would be guilty of, 
and the danger David, his beloved friend, would be 
in: but truly as the Lord liveth, and as thy foul liveth, 
there is but a ftep between me and death , as appeared 
by his cafting a javelin at him, fending meflengers to 
his own houfe to flay him, and others to Naioth to 
feize him, and coming himfelf thither with an inten- 
tion to kill ‘him, and-in each of thefe inftances he 


had a narrow efcape for his life ; and this he declared | 
in the moft folemn manner by an oath, for the} 


confirmation of the truth of it to Fonathan. . 


y¥. 4. Then faid Fonathan unto David, &c.| Now 
| of God unto them, ch. ix. 12. 


giving credit to what he had faid, and in order to 
comfort and fupport him under the apprehenfions 


he had of danger: whatfoever thy foul defireth, I 
will even do it for thee ; for the prefervation of his 
life, by fpeaking to his father on his behalf, en-| 


deavouring to diffuade him. from his evil inten- 


tions, or by hiding and concealing him in fome 
obfcure place, that he might not execute his evil 


defigns,upon him, er by any method: he could 
point out to him. TH 


* Weemfe’s Expof. Cerenton. Law, ¢. 22. p, 100, IQ1. 
Genial, Dier, 1. 3. ¢. 18. in fine. 
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¥. 5. And David faid unto Fonathan, &c. J 
Moved that the following method might be taken’ 
as a trial of the difpofition of Saul’s mind towards _ 
David: bebold, to-morrow is the new moon; the 
firft day of the month, which was kept folemnly 
with burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, fee Nwimd.— 
X. 10. and xxviii. cr. Some fay’, this feait was 
not kept for the new moon, but becaufe it was the 
day. of the feaft of trumpets, or the firft day of 
the new year, which fell together on that day; the 
calends, or firft day of the month was with the 
heathens facred to deity‘, in imitation of the Feast 
and I foould not fail to fit with ibe king at- meats 
it had been ufual for him at fuch a time: to fitvat 
table with the king; next to him, as Yarch in=: 
terprets it, either as his fon-in-law, or as one of” 
his princes; the cuftom being for the king, and 
his family and nobles to eat together on that day 
upon the peace-offerings ; and it was the duty of 
David to attend at that time, and it might be ex 
pected he would: but let me go; he afked leave of 
Jonathan, who had power in his father’s abfence 
to grant it, he not being yet returned from Naiotb = 
that I may hide myfelf in the fields, unto the third day 
at even ; or until the time of the evening of the third 
day, as the Zargum, which was the evening of the 
fecond day of the month; for that was the third, 
from that evening they were difcourfing together, 
as Ben Gerfom oblerves ; the fields he propofed to 
hide himfelf in were near to Gideab, and he doubt- 
lefs meant fome cave in thofe fields, where he might 
be and not be feen by men; though’ it can’t be 
thought that he remained, or propofed to remain, 
in fuch a place during that tire, where he would » 
be in want of food, but that he would abide in- 
cognito aniong his friends fome where or another, — 
until the feftival was over. iS 

y. 6. Tf thy father at all mifs me, &e.] Or di- 
ligently enquires after me: then fay, David ear- 
neftly afked \eave of me, that be might run to Betb- 
lebem bis city; the place of his birth, called the 
city of David, where he was born and had lived, 
Luke ii. 4. fobn vii. 42. which was not far from 
Gibeah, and whither he could foon run ; and which 
fhews the hafte he ptopofed to make, and his’eager 
defire to be there, and which alfo is fignified by 
his earneft and importunate requeft; for: all this 
might be true, and no lie of David, framed foran , 
excufe; and after he had hid himfelf fome time in 
the field, until it was evening, he might go to 
Bethlebem,-and return foon enough to meet Fona-— 
than in the field atthe time fixed by them on the 
third day: for there is 4 yearly facrifice there for ail 
the family , ig was cuftomary for the family of Jefe 
one day mm.a year, and as it fhould feem on a firft 
day of the month, and perhaps the firft day of — 
the firft month, or new year’s day, to have an an- 
niverfary feaft by way of gratitude and thankful- 
nefs. for the mercies of the year paft, and for the 
continuance of them for time to come; in which 
the family rejoiced together at the great goadnefs 


¥. 7. If be fay thus, itis well, &c.] It is very 
well, it is very good and right in him to do fo: — 
thy fervant fall bave peace , it will be a token that 
the wrath of the king was removed, and that his — 


I" 


| 


niind was well difpofed towards David, and things 
had taken an happy turn, and would iffue in his 


peace and profperity: dut if be be very wroth, 
with Yenetban tor giving leave, and with David a 
for going away; then be fure that evil is deter~ — 
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mined by him that he has a fettled obftinate malice| out both 


in his heart, which is become implacable and inve- 
terate, and confirmed in him ; and that it is a de- 
termined point with him to flay David if poffible, 
which he hoped to have an opportunity of doing 
at that time; in which he was difappointed, and 
caufed fuch wrath in him. , 

y. 8. Therefore thou fbalt deal kindly with thy 
fervant, &c.] By informing him how his father’s 
mind ftood affected to him, that he might conduct 
himfelf accordingly, either by appearing at court, 
or by providing for his fafety by flight: for thou 
baft brought thy fervant into a covenant of the Lord 
with thee, a covenant of friendfhip between Yona- 
than and David, of which Fonathan was the firft 
mover; and {fo is faid to bring or perfuade him 
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of them into the field; which belonged to 
Gibeah, . ¢ 

¥. 12. And Jonathan faid unto David, O Lord 
God of Irael, &c.] Or by the Lord God of J/~ 
vael | {wear unto thee ;- for this is the form of the 
oath, as Farchi and Kimchi obferve: when I have 
Sounded my father, about to-morrow any time, or thé 
third day ; fearched, enquired, and found out how 
his difpofition is : and bebold, if there be goad to- 
ward David ; if he is well difpofed to him, as may 
appear by {peaking refpectfully of him, or kindly 
enquiring after him, and by being fatisfied with the 
account given him: and I fend not unto thee, and 
foew it thee» then let the vengeance of God fall 
upon me in fome remarkable manner or another, 
as follows, or fhall J mot then fend unto thee, and 


into it; called the covenant of the Lord, becaufe|/hew zt thee‘? certainly I wills that is, I will fend 


made in his name and fear, and before him as a 
‘witnefs of it; and this David pleads as an argu- 
ment with “fonathan, to deal kindly and faithfully 
by him in the prefent cafe: notwithftanding, if 
there be in me iniquity, flay me thyfelf , or pats fen- 
tence upon him to be flain ; ‘which, if guilty, he 
might have power to do in his father’s ab{ence, and 
which David defires might be done, notwithftand- 
ing the covenant of friendfhip between them, fhould 
he appear to deferve it by any action of his, of 
which he was not confcious; this expreffes the 
ftrong fenfe he had of his own integrity, and ferved 
to confirm Fouathan in his opinion of it: for why 
jfoouldft thou bring me to thy father ? deliver him up 
into his hands to be put to a cruel death by him, 
or give him the trouble of doing,it, when he might 
as well difpatch him at once. , 
¥.9. And Fonathan faid, far be it from thee, 
&c.] To entertain fuch a thought of me, or to 
have the leaft fufpicion of me, that I fhould con- 
ceal my father’s ill intentions againft thee, if known 
to me: for if I knew certainly that evil were deter- 
mined by my, father to come upon thee, then would J 
not tell it thee? certainly 1 would; canft thou 
doubt of my kindnefs and fidelity? furely thou 
haft no reafon, when fuch a covenant of friendthip 
fubfifts between us, and there has not been the leatft 
breach of it on either fide. 
y. 10. Then faid David to Fouathan, who foall 
tell me? &c.) The difpofition of Sau/’s mind. to- 
_wards him, whether he gave a kind anfwer to the 
report of Fonathan concerning him: or what if thy 
father anfwer thee roughly? or hard words, as the 
Targum, whether he anfwers in a kind, loving 
and fmooth manner, or whether in a rough and 
angry one: the queftion is here, how he fhould be 
informed of this, fince efpecially, if in the latter, it 
would not be fafe for Jonathan to come himfelf to 
him, nor could he well truft the meffage with any 
other. Adarbinel thinks, that the firft of thefe ex- 
preflions is by way of queftion, who fhould declare 
to him his father’s will and intention, whether good 
or bad; and the latter by way of outcry, wo unto 


a meffenger to thee to acquaint thee with it, who 
ae tell it; and caufe thee to hear it, as from my- _ 
elf. 

¥..13. The Lord do fo and much more to Fona- 
than, &c.| Recompenfe evil more than can be 
thought of and exprefied, , fhould he neglect to in- 
form David of the good difpofition of SauZ unto 
him : but if it please my father to do thee evil, if 
he feems determined upon it to take away thy life: 
then I will foew it thee, not by a mefienger, by 
whom it would not be fafe to communicate it, left 
by that means Sau/ would know where he was, and 
come and flay him; but Fonathan would come 
himfelf, and acquaint him with it: and fend thee 
away, that thou mayft go in peace; give him leave; 
and advife him to depart, and provide for his own 
fafety, adding his bleffing on him, and prayer for 
him: aud the Lord be with thee, as be hath been 
with my father, in the beginning of his reign, giv- 
ing him counfel and advice in all things, and vic- 
tory over his enemies, fucceeding and profpering 
nim in whatfoever he engaged in ; the Targum is, 
«¢ the Word of the Lord be for thy help, &c.” 
Jonathan feemed to be fully apprized, that David 
was to fucceed in the kingdom. 

y¥.14. And thou fhalt not only, while yet I live, 
foew me the kindnefs of the Lord, 8&c.] Such kind- 
nefs as is well-pleafing in the fight of God, and 
imitate what he fhews to men, and which was co- 
venanted, promifed and agreed to in the prefence 
of the Lord, when David and Fonathan entered into 
covenant with each other ; this Fouathan did not 
doubt of, and therefore did not make this a re- 
queft : tat I die not’; he had no fear nor dread on 
his mind fhould David come to the throne whilft 
he was alive, that he would take away his life ; 
which was ufually done by tyrants and ufurpers, . 
when there were any that had a fairer title, and bet- 
ter claim to the throne than they. 

¥. 15. But alfo thou fhalt not cut off thy kindne/s 
from my bhoufe for ever, &c.| His family fhould 
partake of it as well as himfelf: no not when the 
Lord hath cut. off the enemies of David, every one* 


—_ 


me, if thy father fhould anfwer thee roughly ; 1) from the face of the earth; Saul and his fons, and 


reatly fear he’ll chide thee for my fake; my heart 
will be filled with forrow if thou fhouldft fuffer re- 
proach and rebuke on my account, 
ye 13a. And Fonathan faid unto David, come, and 
let us go out into the field, &c.] .Thatthey might 
more fully, and freely, and familiarly talk of this, 


every one that fhould oppofe his fettlement in the 
kingdom; ‘Jonathan’s meaning is, that the cove- 
nant between them fhould not be only between 
them perfonally, but include their pofterity, as 
follows. . 

¥.16. So Jonathan made a covenant with the 


affair between them, without any danger of being! boufe of David; &c.] Not with David him({elf 
-over-heard by the fervants of Sau/,’as they were|only, which was now renewed, but with his family 


in his palace, where they now were: and they went\alfo: faying, 


a >on abe {8 sb} an non tune mitterem ? Jani 
“tablus. <1 alle ' 
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let the Lord even require it at the 
band 


& Tremellius; monne tunc mittam ad te? fo fome in Va- 
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band of David's enemies; take vengeance on Fona- 
_than, or on any of his pofterity, fhould they break 
this covenant, by fhewing themfelves enemies to 

- David, and his crown; and, on the other hand, 


alfo on David, and his pofterity, fhould they not 
fhew kindnefs to Fonathan and his feed, according 


to the tenor of this covenant. ‘ 


y.17. And Jonathan caufed David to fwear again, 
.&c.] Or Jonathan added to make David {wear *; 


having fworn himfelf to make a covenant of friend- 


fhip with David and his family, he moved and in- 
fifted on it, that David fhould fwear to keep cove- 
nant with him, and his family : decaufe be loved 
him it was not fo much for the good and fafety 


of his offspring, that he made this motion, and 


was fo defirous of renewing and enlarging his co- 
venant with David, as it was his ftrong love and 
affection for him; being on that account defirous 
that there might be the ftricteft friendthip imagin- 
able retained ‘between the two families; or he 
tnade him fwear by his love to him, as fome un- 
derftand it, which is not fo likely; the former 


fenfe is beft, for he himfelf fware by the Lord, y. 


12,13. for be loved him as his own foul; or with 


the love of bis foul“ ; with the moft cordial affec- 
tion, with a truly hearty, and fincere love, fee 
ch. xviii. 1. 


y. 18. Then Fonathan faid to David, to-morrow 


is he mew moon, &c.}] The firft day of the month, 


as David had before obferved, y. 5. and thou fhalt 


be miffed, becaufe thy feat will be empty ; or be en- 
quired after, becatfe not in his ufual place at meal- 
time. 

y.19. And when thou baft flayed three days, &c.] 
From court, either at Bethlehem, which feems moft 
probable, or in fome other place incognito ; how- 


ever, not in the field he propofed to hide himfelf 


in, where he sould not continue fo long for want 
of food: then thou fhalt go down quickly, and come 
to the place where thou didft bide thyfelf ; which 
makes it clear that he did not continue there dur- 
ing that time, but went elfewhere; from whence 
he was to come in hafte at the expiration of three 
days, to the place he firft hid himfelf in, and 
which was fixed upon to meet at: whew the bufi- 
ne/s was in hand ; when the affair was difcourfed 
of, about getting knowledge how Saul was affected 
to David, and of informing him of it; or on the 
day of work* or bufinefs, ona working-day, as 
the Septuagint; and fo the Targum, on a common 
day; when, as the Vulgate Latin, it was lawful to 
work on it; and fuch was the day when Jonathan 
and David converfed together about the above af- 
fair; it being the day before the new moon, or firft 
day of the month, on which day they ufed not to 
work: fome render it, thou fhalt three times go 
down ¥ to that place; and the fenfe is, that he 
fhould come on the morrow, and if he found not 
Jonathan there, he might conclude that as yet he 
knew nothing of his father’s mind, and therefore 
fhould come the day following that; and if he 
found him not then, to come on the third day, 
that fo he might be on the fpot, let him come 
on which day he would: and fhalt remain by the 
fone Exel, which, becaufe it fignifies going, the 
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David to be near, fince it muft be’where two or_ 
more ways met, and fo a public frequented places 
others think therefore it had its name from Davia 
and Yonathan often going thither, to difcourfe with 
each other; the Septuagint calls it Ergab, and fo 


‘the place where Yonathan, the fon ot Saul, exer- 


cifed himfelf by fhooting darts, is called by Ferom*; 
it is faid by Fofepbus*, to be 150 furlongs from 
Ferufalem, and from Fordan 60. 

¥. 20. And I will fooot three arrows on the fide 
thereof, &c.] On the fide of the ftone Hze/; three 


days David was miffing: as though I fhot at a mark, 
as if he made the ftone the mark he fhotat; foghat 
his fhooting would not be taken notice of. 

¥. 21. And bebsld ] will fend a lad, 8c.) That 
attended on him, and carried his bow and arrows, 
and fetched his arrows when he had fhot them: 
faying, go find out the arrows; where they are fal- 
len, and return them: if I exprefsly fay unto the 
lad, behold, the arrows are on this fide of thee, take 
them 3 on one fide of him, whether the one or the 
other, which he would bid him take up, and bring 
them to him: ¢hen come thou, David, our of the 
place where he hid himfelf: for there is peace to 
thee, and no hurt, as ihe Lord liveth; he might 
appear, and not be afraid of being feen by any, 
fince by this fign he might be affured that Sawd 
was well affected to him, and would fhew him fa- 
vour, and do him no injury ; and that he’ might 
promife himfelf profperity and fafety, and be affured 
of it for the prefent. j 

¥.22. But if I fay thus unto the young man, be- 
bold, the arrows are beyond thee, &c.] Being fhet 
to a greater diftance than where the young man 


fwas : go thy way, for the Lord bath fent thee away; 


then he was to depart directly, without ftaying to 
have any converfation with ‘forathan, which would 
not be fafe for either of them, and fo make the 


‘beft of his way into the country, and efeape for his 
life; for fo it was ordered by the providence of 


God, that he muft not ftay, but be gone imme- 


‘diately : the fignals were thefe, that if things were 


favourable, then he'would fhoot his arrows on one 
fide of the lad, and David might come out and fhew 
himfelf at once; but if not, he would fhoot them 
beyond him, by which he might know, that he 
mutt flee for his life. 

¥. 23. And as touching the matter which thox 
and I have fpoken of, &c.| The covenant they had 
made between them and their families - bebold, the 
Lord be between me and thee for ever; as a witnefs 
of the covenant, and a revenger of thofe that fhould 
break it; fo the Targum, “ behold, the Word of 
the Lord de between me and thee a witnefs for 
ever.” ‘ ee 

¥.24. So David bid bimfelf in thé feld, 8c.) 
Not directly, but at the time appointed ; for he 
went to Bethlehem, and returned from thence before 


that time: and when the new moon was come; the © 


firft day of the month,which was a folemn feftival : 
the king fat bim down to eat meat; Saul fat down 
at his table to eat of the provifions that were fet 
upon it; which it is very probable were the peace- 
offerings for that day, which he, his family, and 


_Jewifh commentators generally underftand it as a|nobles feafted on together ; it is in the Hebrew, 5 
fign to direct travellers which way to go; but one!/at down at the bread*, whichis put for all the food 


would think this fhould be an improper place for 


> 


‘on the table, and the provifions of it. = | 
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25. And the king fat upon bis feat as at other 
times, &c.| Upon the feat he ufually fat on: even 
upon a feat by the wall, on a couch by the fide of 
the wall; or, as Yarchi and R. Lfaiah fay, at the 
head of the couch by the wall, which was the moft 
honourable place; and Kimchi obferves, it was the 
cuftom in thofe days to eat meat fitting on beds or 
couches, fee ch. xxviii. 23. aud orathan arofe; 
either in reverence to his father, when he came in 
and took his feat, or in refpect to Abner upon his 
coming in, being the fon of Saul’s uncle, and ge- 
neral of the army; for though he arofe, he did 
not depart, it is plain he fat down again, ¥. 34. 
Kimchi thinks, that after Fonathan had fat down 
at the fide of his father, he arofe and placed Abner 
there, becaufe he would not be near his father, 
that if he fhould be wroth with him on account of 
David, he might not be near him to fmite him : 
and Abner fat by Saul’ s fide 5 according to Fofephus‘, 
Fonathan fat at his right-hand and Abner on the 
left, and it was ufual tor the mafter, or principal 
perfon, to fit in the middle ; fo Dido in Virgil *. 
sibarbinel places them thus, Sau/ was at the head of 
.the table, and David was ufed to fit by him, and 
Fonathan by David, and Abner by Fonathan; and 
now the king fat in his place, and Yonathan in his 
place, and Abner after him; and Davia’s place being 
empty, Jonathan was left next to his father, with- 
out any between ; wherefore he now arofe from his 
place, and 4dner {at on that fide where Scu/ was, 
fo that dbaer was between Fonathan and Saul: and 
David's place was empty ; where he ufed to fit at 
table, he not being there, and no one taking it. 
¥. 26. Nevertbelefs; Saul [pake not any thing that 
day, &c.| About David’s abfence, took no no- 
tice of it, faid nothing about it: for be thought 
jomething had befallen him; {ome impurity, fome 
nocturnal pollution, fee Lev. xv. 16. be is not clean, 
furely be 1s not clean, which he repeated in his 
‘mind for the confirmation of it, and in:contempt, 
and to the reproach of David; and in this way he 
accounted for his abfence the firft day, and fo was 
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enquires after him ; and not owning him for his 


fon-in-law, by way of contempt, and to lefén him 
in the efteem of all at table, he calls him the fon 
of Feffe. 

¥.28. And Fonathan anfwered Saul, &c.] In re- 
ply to Sau/’s queftion, and to excufe David, he 
faid, David earneftly afked leave of me to go to 
Bethlebem ; his own city, his native place, where 
his family lived, whom he was defirous to fee, and 
yet chofe not. to go without afking leave; and as 
Saul was not at home, he afked leave of Fonathan, 
who was next to him, and a¢ted for him; and he 
was very prefling and importunate in his fuit, and 


therefore ‘Yonathan could: not well deny him it; 
and he hoped this would be a fufficient excufe for 


his abfence, efpecially when what follows fhould be 
obferved. 

¥. 29. And he faid, let me go, I pray thee, for 
our family hath a facrifice in the city, &c.] In the 
city of Bethlebem where they lived, a peace-offer- 
ing on account of the new moon, and as an anni- 
verfary thankfgiving for the mercies of the year, 
¥. 6. and feeing, though he was not at the feaft 
in one place, he obferved it in another, his abfence 
at court was the more excufable ; and the rather, 
fince it was kept by him with his own family, in 
his own city: befides, it is added, and my brother 
he bath commanded me to be there; his elder bro- 
ther Zliab, whofe commands, as a younger bro- 
ther, -he judged he ought to obey ; ’tis probable 
his father was now dead, fince no mention is made 
of him, and his’ elder brother took upon him the 
command of the family: and now if I have found 


favour in thine eyes, let me get away, I pray thee, 


and fee my brethren, he fhould take it as a favour 
to have leave to depart, and be free for the. pre- 
fent from waiting upon the king at court, and fo 
have an opportunity of feeing his brethren, for 
which he had a great defire; having not feen them 
a long time, not even fince he faw them in the 
camp, when he flew Goliath: therefore be cometh 
not to the king’s table; this was the reafon of it, 


eafy, it not being lawful and fitting for an unclean lat leaft one reafon of it, and Jonathan was not 
perfon in a:ceremonial fenfe, to eat of the peace- | obliged to tell the whole. 


offerings, which Sax/ and his family were now par- 
taking of. 


¥. 30. Then Saul’s anger was kindled againft Fo- 
nathan, &c.| For giving David leave to go, and 


¥. 27. And it came to pafs on the morrow, which |for excufing him in this manner: and he faid unto 


was the fecond day of the mouth, &c.] The Tar-|bim, thou fon of the perverfe and rebellious woman 5 
gum is, < and it was on the day after it, which was}moft of the Yew commentators fupply it as we 
the intercalation of the fecond month,” when the|do, but the {upplement of woman may as well be 
beginning of the month was judged of by the ap-|left out, and be read, thou fon of perverfe rebel- 


pearance of the moon, and there was a difficulty 
about that, what day it appeared on, two days 
were kept for it; and barbinel* is clear for it, that 
two days were kept in this month; but if this was 
mot the cafe, fince the remainder of peace-offerings 


lion’; thou perverfe and rebellious wretch, per- 
verfe in thy temper, and rebellious in thy conduct; 
for the defign of the expreffion is not to reproach 
his mother, for which there feems no provocation, 
but Fonathan only ; and the next claufe confirms 


might be eaten the next day, Lev. vii. 16. Saul] it, which expreffes a concern for his mother’s honour 


and his guefts might meet on the fecond day for 
that purpofe: that David's place was empty, on 
that day alfo: and Saul faid to fonathan bis fon; 
who he knew was Davia’s friend and confident, 
and could give the beft account of him: where- 
fore cometh not the fon of Feffe to meat, neither yef- 
-terday nor to-day, he accounted for his not coming 
yefterday, becaufe he fuppofed he might be un- 
der fome. ceremonial uncleannefs ; but then that 
only lafted to the evening of that day; but not 
coming the fecond day when he was clean, he 


ina Antiq. 1.6. c. 11. §.9. 
_ © Comment, in Exod. xii. 


Vou. I. | ia. 16. 


and credit; the Targum is, ** an obftinate fon, 
whofe rebellion is hard,” or intolerable ; accord- 
ing to which, Abarbinel fays, it may refer to Da- 
vid: donot I know that thou haft chofen tke fon of 
Feffe to thine own confufion, and unto the confufion 
of thy mother’s nakednefs 2? The above writer ob- 
ferves, that he does not fay to his own confufion, 
becaufe David would not reign in his life-time, only 
after his death, but to the fhame of Jonathan and 
his mother; to Jonathan’s fhame, who would be 
reckoned by men an arrant fool, to be fo friendly 

to 
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to a rival, and who in all probability would joftle;determined upon by his father, and he in fo much 
‘him out of the throne; and what would men fay{danger of it; as alfo, that he himfelf muft be 
of him, that either he was not fit to reign, or had|parted from and lofe fo dear a friend, which was 


no right to the throne, that a fon-in-law took 


one reafon he eat no meat that day: and another 


place before hims -and that his mother had played |follows, decanfe bis father bad done him fhame , the 
the whore, and he was no fon of Saul, having no-|copulative and being wanting ; and this he did by 
thing of his genius, temper and difpofition in him,jcalling him a perverfe and rebellious fon, and re~ 
as appeared by loving fuch his father hated; and|prefenting him as an arrant fool, and particularly 
befides, his mother would not have the honour}by cafting a javelin at him to {mite him. 


fhe expected, to be the mother of a king. 


¥.35. And it came to pafs in the morning, 8ec.] 


y. 31. For as long as the fon of Jefe liveth upon|The next morning, the morning of the third day 
the ground, thou fbalt not be eftablifoed, nor thyjof the month: that Jonathan went out into the 
kingdom, &c.] He would not, though heir to the| field at the time appointed with David; he went to 


crown, be fure of it; it would be precarious to 
him, he would be in great danger of being de- 
prived of it on the death of his father; and there- 
fore it would be his higheft wifdom to deliver Da- 
vid ap to be flain, as it was his greateft folly to 
protect him, and provide for his fafety: «where- 


the place in the field, or near it, where David hid 
himielf, and at the time agreed between them 5 
which, Abarbinel fays, was the time the nobles 
agreed on for walking, and motion, and for hunt- 
ing, and cafting of arrows, fo that Foxathan could 
go forth without fufpicion: aud a litile lad with 


fore now fend and fetch him unto me {end to Beth-|bim; to carry his bow and arrows, and fetch his 
lebem for him to come to court directly : for he|arrows when caft. 


foall furely die, or he is the fon of death®; guilty 


y¥. 36. And he faid unto his lad, run, find out now 


of death, as the Targum, deferves to die, and Saul|the arrows which I fooot, &c.} He no doubt told 


was determined upon his death if poffible. 
¥. 32. And Fonathan anfwered Saul his father, 
and 'faid unto kim, &c,] | Making no anfwer to 


him the mark which he fhould fhootiat, the ftone 


Ezel, and bid him look out about that for them: and 
as the lad ran , before he had got to the mark: 


the charges of perverfenefs, rebellion and folly|4e /hot an arrow beyond him; or it; beyond the lad, 


brought againft himfelf, which he bore with pa- 
tience, but could not bear to hear his dear friend 
fpoken againft, and as worthy of death : and there- 
fore in anfwer to that fays, wherefore /hall he be 
Slain? what hath he done ? has he attempted to take 
away thy life ? to deprive’ thee of thy crown? to 


or beyond the mark he fhot at; purpofely fhooting 
with great ftrength, that he might exceed, and 
thereby give notice to David how things ftood, 
which was the fign agreed on, 

¥. 37. And when the lad was come to the place of 
the arrow which Fonathan had foot, &c.| To the 


fettle himfelf upon the throne ? what overt aét of|mark which he told him he fhould fhoot at, and 


treafon has he been guilty of, that he fhould die ? 
on the contrary, has he not done many things wor- 


whereabout he might expect to find the arrow : 


Jonathan cried after the lad, and faid, is not the 


thy of immortal honour, for the good of the na-|arrow beyond thee ? he cried with a loud voice and 
tion, and the glory of thy reign? and if God has|faid this, not fo much that the lad might hear him, 


determined the kingdom for him, and anointed|but that David, who lay hid near the place, might - 


him to it, what blame can be laid upon him? nay, {hear him ; fo that if they had no opportunity of 
fhould he not be the rather refpeéted and ho-|feeing and converfing with each other through any 


noured ? 


¥. 33. And Saul caft a javelin at bim to fmite\by this fign that evil was determined againft him, 


perfon going by at that time, David might know 


bim, &c.] So provoked to wrath was he by what|and muft. flee for his life; the Syriac and Vulgate 


he faid. 


Tt feems by this, that Sau/ always had|Laéin verfions read, behold, the arrow is beyond 


a javelin or. fpear in his hand, which is to be ac-|¢hee; fo Noldius *. . 
counted for by the cuftom of thofe times ; in other] - ¥. 38. And Yonathan cried after the lad, make 
countries, as well as in this, the kings ufed to|/peed, hafte, fay uot, &c.) But bring the arrows 
carry fpears in their hands inftead of fceptres, and|to him directly, that he might difmifs him; for 
which they ufed as fuch; fo Fu/tin", {peaking of|obferving that no man was paffing by, he was de- 
the times of Romulus, fays, that kings in thofe|firous of embracing the opportunity for a few mi- 
umes had fpears, as an enfign of royalty, which|nutes to, have an interview with David alone be- 


the Greeks call {ceptres; and fo the Greeks called|fore he fled: and Fonathan’s lad gathered up the 


{ceptres fpears': whereby Yonathan knew that it\arrows; for though the textual reading is fingu- 
was determined of bis father to flay David ; for fince|lar, the marginal is plural, to thew, as Kimchi ob- 
he attempted to {mite him, his own fon, for fpeak-|ferves, that he caft three arrows, as he faid he 
ing on his behalf, it might be well concluded, that| would, ¥. 20. and came to his mafter ; with them. 


fuch was his fettled wrath and malice, that he 


¥. 39. But the lad knew not any thing, &c.| What 


would if poffible kill David, could he get him into] was meant by fhooting the arrows, and by fhoot- 


his hands. 


ing them beyond where he was, and by bidding 


_ . 34. So Fonathan arofe from the table in fierce|him make hafte to bring them: only Jonathan and 
anger, &c.] Refenting his father’s attempt to fmite| David knew the matter ; what was fignified by them, 
him, and his refolution to flay David: and did eat\thofe being figns agreed upon between them. 


no meat the fecond day of the month; not then at 


¥. 40. And Fonathan gave his artillery unto his 


that meal he was juft fat down to, nor at another|Jad, &c.] His vefels' or inftruments ; his arms, 
time that day, his ftomach was fo full through in-|as the Targum, his quiver, bow and arrows: and 
dignation at his father, and grief for his friend|/aid unto him, go carry them to the city, to Gibeab, 


David , and befides, being a mourner on the above|to Jonathan's houfe, or to his apartments at court 


accounts, he might not eat of the factifices : for\there. 


be was grieved for David; that his death fhould be 
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_y. 41. And as foon as the lad was gone, &c.]|not only him his deat friend; but his wife and fa- 


Which David ‘could obferve from his lurking | mily, 


place: David arofe out of a place toward the fouth ; 
tothe fouth of the field in which he was hid, or 
to the fouth of the ftone Eze/, near which he was ; 
and fo the Targum, “* and David arofe from the 
fide of the {tone At4a, which was towards the 
fouth ;” Fonathan thooting his arrows to the north 
of it, left the lad fhould have difcovered David 
when he ran for them: and fell on bis face to the 
ground , in reverence of ‘fonathan, as the fon of a 
king, and in refpect to him as his friend, who had 
fo faithfully ferved him, and was fo concerned to 
fave his life: and bowed bimfelf three times ; this 
was before he fell proftrate on the ground. Abar- 
binel obferves, that bowing three times was fit and 
proper to be done to a king; once at the place 
from whence. they firft fee him, the fecond time 
in the middle of the way to him, and the third 
time when come to him; but though this may 
have been acuftom in more modern times, it is a 
queftion whether it obtained fo early ; however it 
is certain bowing was as antient, and therefore Xe- 
nophon * is miftaken in afcribing it to Cyrus as the 
firft introducer of this cuftom; and be it that he 
was the firft that began it among the Perfians, it 
was in ufe with others before, as this behaviour of 
David fhews : and they kiffed one another, as friends 
about to part: and wept one with another ; as not 
knowing whether they fhould ever fee each other’s 
face any more: until David exceeded; in weeping 
more than Yonathan; he having more to part with, 


CHA 


HIS chapter relates that David went to Nod, 
Ty and pretending he was on fecret bufinefs for 
the king, got fhew-bread, and the fword of Go- 
liath, from Abimelech the prieft, ¥. 1—g. and that 
paffing from thence to Gath, where he was known, 
through fear feigned himfelf mad, and fo efcaped 
from thence, ¥.10—15. 3 


and other dear friends and people of God, 
and efpecially the fanctuary and fervice of God, 
which of all things lay neareft his heart, and moft 
diftreffed him ; fee ch. xxvi. 19. and many of his 
pfalms on this occafion. Bex Gerfom fugeetts, 
that he wept more than was meet; through too 
a fear of Saul; but that feems not to be the 
cafe. 

¥. 42. And Fonathan faid to David, go in peace, 
&c.] In peace of mind, committing himfelf, his 
family, and affairs, to the providence of God, 
who would take care of him, and keep him in fafety 
from the evil defigns of Saul; and particularly he 
would have him be eafy with refpeét to what had 
pafled between them two, not doubting but it 
would be faithfully obferved on both fides: fora/- 
much as we have fworn both of us in the name of the 
Lord ; had made a covenant with each other by an 
oath, in the name and prefence of God as a wit- 
nefs to it : faying, the Lord be between me and thee, 
and between my feed, and thy feed for ever 5 asa wit- 
nefs of the agreement between them, including 
them and their offspring, and as a revenger of fuch 
that fhould break it. The Targum is, *“ the 
** Word of the Lord be between thee and me, 
&c.” and he arofe and departed ; that is, David 
arofe from the ground, and took his leave of Fo- 
nathan, and departed into the country for the fafe- 
ty of his perfon and life : and Fonathan went into 
the city 5 into the city of Gibeab, where Saul dwelt 
and had his court. 


Boge cl, 


him what way he fhould take, and that he would 
profper and fucceed him in it, grant him his pre- 
fence, and keep him in fafety : and Abimelech was 
afraid at the meeting of David; hearing that he was 
come or coming, he went out to meet him, but 
when he faw him alone he trembled ; efpecially if 
he had heard of his having fallen under the dif- 
pleafure of Sau/, and that he now fled from him, 


y. 1. Then came David to Nob, to Abimelech the|\therefore he might fear that he fhould fall into 


pric, &c.] The high-prieft, as Abarbinel rightly \difgrace and danger fhould he entertain him ; and 
calls him; he was the brother of Ahijah, the fon of |be faid unto him, why art thou alone, and no man 
Abitub, who being dead he fucceeded him ; though |with thee ? he might well wonder at it, and put 
fome fay *he was the fame; fee ch. xiv. 3. andjfuch a queftion, feeing he was fo great a man, both 
xxii. g. who was now at Nod, the tabernacle be-|in the court and camp, and the king’s fon-in-law ; 
ing there, whither probably it was removed by|he might therefore reafonably fufpect fomething 
Scul, and where and at Gideon, according to the|more than ordinary was the cafe, and which occa 
ews”, it continued 57 years ; as in the times of/fioned his fears. 

Fofhua it was in Shilob, in the tribe of Ephraim,| y.2. And David faid unto Abimelech the prieft, 
of which tribe he was ; and in the times of David|&c.] In reply to his queftion, andto account for 


it was placed in the tribe of %udah, to which he 
belonged ; fo in the times of Sau? it was in Nod, 
acity of his tribe, 12 miles from Gibeab, accord- 
ing to Bunting “; for that it was in the tribe of Ben- 
jamin appears by its being mentioned along with 
Anathoth, Neb. xi. 32. and according to Farchi 
and Kimchi4, it was near Ferufalem, and fo near 
that it might be feen from thence; fome fay they 
are the fame*; ‘erom ‘ {peaks of it as near Dio- 
Jpolis or Lydda. David before he departed farther 
off, was willing to fee the tabernacle once more, 


fuch an appearance he made without an equipage : 
the king hath commanded me a bufine/s, and. hath faid 
unto me, let no man know any thing of the bufinefs 
whereabout I fend thee, and what I have commanded 
thee ; he pretended he was upon a fecret expedition, 
by the order of Sau/, which none were to know of, 
no not his own fervants, and that was the reafon 
why he came to him alone ; which was a down- 
right lie, and was aggravated by its being told 
only for the fake of getting a little food ; and efpe- 
cially told to an high-prieft, and at the tabernacle 


and there worfhip his God, and enquire of him by |of God, and when he was come to enquire of the 
the high-prieft, as he did, ch. xxii, 10, to direét'!Lord there ; and was attended with a dreadful 
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David, who as much hated lying as any man did, 
fell into it himfelf : and I have appointed my fer- 


vants to fuch and fuch a place, to fach a place, ofjand his men were in, it might be taken from 


fuch an one, not naming place nor perfon, that 
they might not be known; fo the Targum.calls it 
aplace hidden and kept; and that David had fome 
fervants, though not now with him, who eat of the 
fhew-bread, appears from Matt, xii. 3. whom Fo- 
nathan might fend after him, to a place agreed on 
and appointed between them ; fo that this might be 
true. 

¥. 3. Now therefore what is under thine hand ? 
&c.] Meaning what food had he in liis houfe ? 
give me five loaves of bread in mine hand, to take 
with him, for him and his fervants in fuch a place : 
or what there is prefent ; or to be found *in the ta- 
bernacle ; if not five loaves, two, or three, or 
four, or what food foever he had by him. 

y¥.4. And the prieft anfwered David, -and faid, 
there is x0 common bread under mine hand, &c.] In 
the tabernacle, though he might have fuch in his 
own houfe ; which was common for any man to 


WSAMUEL. Ch xxiy.3— 
‘confequence, the flaughter of the Lord’s priefts| was now common to the prieft and his famil . 
there, which afterwards lay heavy on David's mind,|though not to others, yet in cafe of neceffity th 
ch, xxii. 22. and is the very fin he is thought to) hunger might be allowed to was : yea, though 


refer toin Pf. cxix. 28,29. This thews the weak-|i# were fandlified this day in the vejel ; even though, 
nels of the beft of men, when left to themfelves ;|it had been fet but that day on the fhew-bread ta- 


: 4a 


. 


ad 


ble, and fo became holy to the Lord; and yet 
even in fuch a cafe and circumftances as David 


thence and eaten of ; for, as Abendana oblerves, 
nothing ftands in the way of prefervation of life, 
but idolatry, adultery, and murder ; every thing 
elfe may be done for the fake of that but them; Or 
as in the margin of our bibles, ¢/pecially whem there 
is this day other fanétified bread, thatis, fince other 


? 


¥ 


bread is this day put upon the fhew-bread-table, 


inthe room of that which has been taken aS 
- 


whereby it is become holy to the Lord; then tha 


which is removed may be eaten, and be allowed to — 


us in our-circumftances. It feems by this that this — 
was the fabbath-day ; for on that day the removal 
of the fhew-bread-loaves was made, Lev. xxiv. 8. 
and R. Ijaiab fays, that it was at the going out of 
the fabbath that .David came there ; and which ftill 
makes it a more appofite cafe, as produced by our 
Lord to juftify his difciples in plucking ears of 
corn on the fabbath-day, Mast. xil. 1—4. 

y¥. 6, So the prick gave bim hallowed bread, 8c.] 


eat of, even fuch as were not priefts ; but he had|Being fatisfied with the account he gave of him- 


none there, and David was in hafte to be gone be-|felf, and his young men, and of the Taefalngi oF 
oS 


caufe of Doeg, and could not ftay till fuch was 
fetched: dut there is hallowed bread ; fach as was 
devoted to facred ufe. Kémchi’s father thinks this 
was the bread of the thank-offering, to which Bez 
Gerfom inclines ; otherwife the Fewz/d writers in ge- 
neral underftand it of the fhew-bread; and it is 
clear it was that from y. 6. and from what our 
Lord fays, Mast. xii. 4. Now this the prieft had 
under his hand, being juft taken off of the thew- 
bread-table, and was the perquifite of the priefts ; 
and which though it was not lawful for any but 
priefts to eat of, yet in this cafe of neceflity he 
feemed willing to give it to David and his men, on 
this condition ; if the young men have kept them- 
felves at leaft from women; from their wives or 
others, and from any pollution by them, in any 
way or manner ;, but as this was alfo only of a ce- 
femonial kind, it might as well have been dif- 
penfed with, had this been the cafe, asthe other. 
¥. 5. And David anfwered the priet, and faid 
unto him, &c.] In reply to the cafe of the young 
men his fervants, and of himfelf too, who alfo 
was intended by the prieft, though out of reve- 
rence to him not mentioned : of @ truth women 
have been kept from us thefe three days fince I came 
out; reckoning either from the time he fled from 
Saul at Naioth, or from the time he left Jonathan, 
during which timeboth he and his men could have 
‘ho converfe with women, and receive no pollution 
by them ; and this was the time which ‘according 
to the law was required for the fanctifying of per- 
fons in this way, Exod. xix. 15. and the vefféls of 
the young men are holy; their garments, as Kimchi, 
not being defiled with any ceremonial uncleannefs, 
as by the touch of any unclean perfon; or ‘what 
inftruments foever they were provided with for 


their journey ; or rather their bodies ; fee2 Cor.|bath-day, and fo-he might not travel, at leaft 
iv. 7. 1 Theff. iv. 4. and with refpeéct to the prieft’s] more than 2000 cubits; or by fome 
faying that the bread he had was hallowed or {a-| which he was obliged to ftay and perf 


it in cafe of neceffity, acts of mercy being to b 

preferred to ritual fervices. Whether he gave him 

five loaves, as he defired, is not faid; but the 
reafon of his giving him fuch fort of bread is ob- 
ferved, for there was no bread there;.in the taber- 
nacle, whatever might be in the houfe of the prieft : 

but the fhew-bread that was taken from before the 
Lord, from off of the fhew-bread-table; and it 
feems to have been juft taken off, it being fabbath- 
day, and not as yet carried to the houfe of the 
prieft, and divided among the other priefts as 
ufual; and which was then removed, to put hot 
bread, in the day that it was taken away ; that ds, 
new bread, 12 frefh cakes; for when the 12 that 
had ftood a week on the fhew-bread-table were re- 
moved, 12 more were immediately put in their 
room, and it feems by this they were put hot there ; 
but here arifes a difficulty, how they could be put 
hot there, when it was not lawful to bake on a 
Sabbath day. About this the Jews are divided ; 
fome fay they were baked on the fabbath-day, but 
the greater part fay that baking did not drive away the 
fabbath, or it was lawful on the fabbath-day ; but 
others fay that they were baked on the evening of the 


Al 


fabbath, and kept in the oven until the timeof their 


being fet upon the table”; and as Abarbinel ob- 
ferves, the mouth of the oven might be ftoppe 
up tillthat time to keep in the heat ; but others 
fay ‘this heat was miraculous, or that a miracle. 
was wrought for the fake of it ; which is not pro- 
bable. in 
y¥.7. Now a certain man of the fervants of Saul 
was there that day, &c.] When David came to Nob, 
and. afked- bread of the prieft, and hadit, which 
this man was an eye-witnels of, ch. xxii, 9, 10, 
detained before the Lord , either becaufe it was fak 
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he 
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Lord, or pray unto him, orto ftudy the law of Godjwhen the prieft faid this, and paraphrafes the 
in the tabernacle, pretending to be a very religious; words, ** after he had enquired, for-him by the 
man : and bis name was Doeg an Edomite , being|¢phod ;”* fee ch. xxii. 10. if thou wilt take that, 
by birth an Jdumean, but a profelyte to the Yewi/h| take it; as if he frould fay, it is not mine to give 
religion ; or he was of the feed of J/rae/, but be- thee, but thou mayeft take it if thou. pleafeft , 
caufe he had dwelt in Edom, he was called an Edo-|none has a better right toit; it is what thou tookeft 
mite, as Kimchi thinks; juft as Uriab is called for ajfrom the Pdii:/tine, and may take it again for thy 
like reafon the Hittite : the chiefeft of the berd-menjute if thou art fo inclined 5 and thou mutt either 
that belonged to Saul; Saul had his herds and men take this or none: for thete is no other fave that 
to look after them, and this man was fet over|4ere; in the tabernacle, nor even in the prieft’s 
them all, to fee that they faithfully difcharged} houfe, nor-in the city; for it was a city of priefts, 
their truft. The fame officer the Romans called\who did not wear fwords : and David faid, there 
the prefect, or mafter of the cattle * ; fee the notes zone like that, give it me; and which, as he was 
on 1 Chron. xxvii. 29, 31. though this man was|capable of wielding and making ufe of, as it is 
not only over the king’s cattle, but over thofe that} plain he was by cutting off Goliath’s head with it ; 
kept them ; and was in the fame office as Phordas|{o it might ferve to ftrengthen his faith in God, 
was, under Laws king of Thebes! and Melanthius|as often as he looked upon it, that he would keep 
in Homer™, and Fauftulus to Amulius®: but Abar-|and preferve him, and in due time deliver him out 
binel is of opinion, that this is to be undérftoodjof the hands of Saul, and all his enemies. 
not of the keepers of herds and flocks, but of the] ¥. 10. And David arofe and fled that day for fear 
fhepherds or rulers of the people; and that this|of Saul, &c.] He had fled before for fear of him, 
man was fet over all the other magiftrates and rulers|both from his own houle, and from’ Naioth, ch. 
of the people, hence faid to be fet over the fervants|xix. 18. and xx. 1. but now he fled out of the 
of Saul, ch. xxii. 9. and fo Farchi calls him Ab|land of Jjrael, for fear of him; or it may be 
Beth Din, or father of the’ fanhedrim, or great|the reafon of his fear and flight on this day was be- 
court of judicature; who was detained in. the|caufe of Docg the Edomite, left he thould go direct- 
tabernacle to learn the law there, that he might be|ly to Saw/, and tell him where he was ; and there- 
the better qualified for his office; but Kimchi in-|fore through fear of him would not ftay any 
terprets it as we do, the chief of the keepers ofjlonger, but the fame day he came, he fed : and 
the herd, and both the Septuagint and Fofephus °\went to Athifh the king of Gath, Gath, according 
fay that he fed the king’s mules. to Bunting’, was 24-miles’ from Nod. © Achifp, 
y¥. 8. And David faid unto Abimelech, &c.| Af-|the king of it, is called 4bimelech in the title of the 
ter he had given him fome of the loaves of the}34th pfalm, that name being common to the kings 
fhew-bread : and is there not bere under thine band\jof the Philiftines, as Pharaoh was to the kings of 
Spear or fword ? any weapon, meaning in the ta-|Zgypt. It may feem ftrange that David fhould go 
bernacle, and in his keeping, and at his difpofe ,jinto an enemy’s country, and efpecially to the 
he knew the fword of Goliath was there, and per-jcountry of the Philifines, by whom he was mor- 
haps had a principal view to it, and put this quef- tally hated for the victories he had obtained over 
tion in order to get that in his poffeffion : for Jjthem, and the numbers of them he had flain ; and. 
have neither brought my fword, nor my weapons with\particularly that he fhould go to Gath, the place of 
“me; neither his fword, nor any part of his ar- Goliath, their champion, whom he had flain, and 
mour, but was come quite naked and unarmed ; whofe fword he now had with him: but this is 
and as he pretended, decau/e the king’s bufine/s re-|\to be faid for him, that fuch was the fury of Saud 
quired hafte; {till continuing his lie; whereas the againft him, and his refoJution to flay him, that he 
true reafon was, he was let down in hafte by his}was as fafe in an enemy’s country as in the land of 
wife through a window of his houfe, and could Yfrael , and that if he muft die, he might as well 
not ftay to take his armour with him ; and had lain die in one place as another ; and that he went par- 
hid for fome time, and pafled incognito from place ticularly here, the reafon might be, becaufe all 
to place, and without armour, that he might be other lands were at peace with Sau/, and fo would 
the lefs known and obferved, and leaft fufpeéted ;jhave delivered him up to him, had he went elfe- 
though it may feem ftrange that ‘Fonathan had not|where; but this people were at war with him, 
provided him with a fword. and he might hope not to be known by them; and 
¥. 9. dnd the prief faid, the fword of Goliath theif he was, that they might think it their intereft 
Philiftine, whom thou fleweft in the valley of Elab,|to detain fuch a perfon that was fo ferviceable to 
&c.] See ch. xvii. 2, 51. debold, it is bere wrapt|Saul, and fo hurtful tothem; and being Saul’s 
in a cloth behind the ephod ; the garment of thejenemy, they might hope to engage him on their 
high-prieft, in which were the Urim and Thummim,|fide againft him ; and _befides, he might know 
and the breaft-plate, or the linen veftments ofthat Achifh was well difpofed towards him, as he 
the priefts ; fee ch. xxii. 18. which were laid up feems to be, and might like him never the worfe 
ina chamber for their ufe ; and behind them the/for cutting off Goliath’s head, who might not be 
fword of Goliath was wrapt up in a linen cloth, heartily in the intereft of Achifb. After all, as im- 
and referved as 2 monument of the goodnefs of|politic as this ftep of David’s may: feem to be, it 
God to J/rael, and the falvation of them wroughtjis what great_men have taken in their diftrefs, to 
by the hands of David, who flew Goliath with this}go over to their ehemies, as Themiffocles to the 
his own {fword, and brought it with him. The|Molofians, and| Alcibiades to the Lacedemonians. 
Targum underftands this word rendered bebind, not} ¥. 11. And the fervants of Achifh faid unto him, 
of the place where the fword was, but of the time|&c.] Who knew, who David was, and perceiving 
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that he was refpected by Achifb : is not this David\that his countenance was changed, and his mouth — 
the king of the land ? of the land of the Philifines ; diftorted, as’ perfons in fuch fits are ; that he 7 } 
fo fome render the words, the king of this land*;)among them as one convulfed, and fell at, 
which belongs unto him for his conqueft of Go- dafhed againft the doors of the, gates, and foamed 
fiath , for this was what was propofed by him, thatjat the mouth, as iuch perfons do; fee Luke ix. 
whoever was the conqueror fhould poffefs the}39. and foin the following words the Greek ver- 
” kingdom ; and feeing it belongs to him, O Achih, fion is, ye fee the man is an epileptic; I dou’e 
why doft thou admit him to court ; thou wilt be}want epilepticks ; but the 34th and 56th pfalms, 
driven from the throne, and we fhall be his fer-;compoted by him at this time, flew that as he was 
vants, and not thine’: but rather they mean the]of a found mind, fo in good health of body, and 
king of the land of J/rael, having heard that he|not fubject to fuch fits as here reprefented 3 which — 
was anointed king by Samuel, and was to fucceed would have rendered him unfit for fuch compo- — 
Saul ; or rather, they called him fo becaufe he led fures; a Be: | 
out the armies of J/rael as their general, and be-|_ ¥. 14. Then faid Achifh to his Jervants, 1o3 you fee. 
ing victorious was more refpected than even Saul the man is mad, &c.] Which he faid, as willing his 
was; for they had heard what the women fung in fervants fhould think fo, and therefore rather the ~ 
their fongs as follows: did they not fing one to ano- object of their pity than of their rage and ma- 
ther of him in dances, faying, Saul bath flain his\lice ; or as really believing he was fo, which heand — 
thoufands, and David his ten thoufands 2 which are|they might conclude not merely from thefe his ac- 
the burden of their fong,. ch. xviii, 7. and from|tions, before deicribed, which they might judge 
whence. the fervants of Achifh concluded, that helreal and not feigned ; but they might fuppofe this 
was in greater authority or honour, and in greater|was truly his cafe, brought upon him by the ifl 
efteem, than Sau/ their king was. ufage of Saul, who purfuing him from place to 
¥.12. And David laid up thefe wards in bis\place, and fending after him to take away his.life, 
heart, &c.] Pondered upon them, and thought/had really brought him to diftraction; and this 
them over in his mind, finding that he was known, they’ might rather conclude from. his coming to. 
and his charaéter alfo, and confidered with himfelf{Gat, an enemy’s country, ‘and whofe champion 
what might be the confequence of this : avd was\he had flain, and many others of them ; which it 
fore afraid of Achifh the king of Gath ; left he fhould might be thouglit no man in his fenfes would have 
be fet againft him, and be prevailed wpon by his|done: wherefore then bave ye brought him tome? — 
fervants to take away his life, or deliver him up for if he was brought to be employed in his : fer- 
into the handsof Saul. vice, he feemed very unfit for it; whether in the 
y.13. And be changed his behaviour before them, |camp, or in the court; and if to be tried and con~ 
&c.] Behaved like a fool, or a madman: crjdemned as an enemy, fince he wasa madman, he 
changed his taffe* ; which fome underftand of his|was rather to be pitied. a y 
reafon, ated as if he was deprived of it; and] ¥. 15. Havé I need of madmen? 8c.] Or fools, 
others of his fpeech, his words and the accent of{do I want them ? han’t’ I enow of them already 
them, drawled them out, as fuch perfons do.: amdjat my court? I want wifemen, and not fools and 
feigned bimfelf mad in their hands; for in their}madmen. The ews fay “ that the wife and daugh- 
hands he was, being taken by them, as the title|ter of Achifh were mad ; that whilft David was 
of the Ivith pfalm fhews ; and this ftratagem he|playing the fool and madman without; they were 
ufed to get himfelf out of their hands, acting the acting the fame part within ; fo. that Achifo had 
part of a madman, delirious, and out of his}enough of that fort of diverfion, if it was to be 
fenfes: and fcrabbled on the doors of the gate; as if|reckoned fuch ; as it was according to the tafte 4 
he was writing fomething there, and making marks|fome perfons who ufed, as in later fo in eatlie 
upon them: and let bis fpittle fall down upon bis\times, to keep fools in their houfés to make them 
beard ; flavered, as ideots and mad-men do ; and|{port ; but 4chi/o had enough of that, and too 
however mean this may feem in David to actjmuch, at leaft needed no more: ‘hat ye have 
fuch a part, it cannot be condemned as wicked, |Zrought this fellow to play the madman in my pre- 
fince it was only a ftratagem to deliver himfelf out|/ence ? or act the part of a fool before me: /ball 
of an enemy’s hand, and ftratagems are always al-|this fellow come inta mine houfe ? court or palace, 
lowed to be ufed againft anenemy; and fucha me-land have a poft there; you need be in no pain 
thod as this has been taken by men of the great-jabout it ; he’s neither. agreeable to me, nor fit for 
eft fenfe and wit, as by Brutus‘ and Solon"; and|any; and therefore Achifh drove him away as a fool 
yet according to the Vulgate Latin and Septuagintjor madman, inftead of imprifoning him as an 
verfions, this cafe of his was real and not feigned ;|enemy, of taking away his life; fee the title of 
that through the furprize of being known in the|pfalm xxxivth. ‘tea 
court.of Achifb, he was feized with an epilepfy; 
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CHAP. XXIl. 


eae chapter gives us an account of the flight|Fudab, and came to the foreft of Hareth, x. 
of David from place to place, from Gath to|1—5. and of the complaint of Sav/ to his fervants. 
the cave of Adullam, where his relations came to|of their unfaithfulnefs to him, and indolence < 
him ; from thence to Mizpeh in Moab, where he|unconcern at the behaviour of Fonathan and Da- 
got leave of the king of Moab for his father and|vid to him, ¥. 6, 7, 8. when Doeg the Edomife 
mother to dwell there; and from thence by the ad-linformed him of Dayid being feen by him at Nob, 
vice of Gad the prophet, departed intothe land of|and of his receiving food and a fword from JAi- 
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um fuum, Montanus, Vatablug; fermonem fuum, Pagtiinus. 
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od 


melech the prieft, who enquired of the Lord foryjcountry, than in the land of I/ael: an ty 
him, ¥. 9, fo. upon which Saul fent for Abimelech \unto be king of Moab, let my We and ges 
and all the priefts at Nod, and charged themi with alpray thee come forth; out of the land of Lrael, or: 
confpiracy againft him ; and notwithftanding thejout of the cave of Adullam, whither they were 
defence the prieft made, Sau/ ordered him and the |come to hint: and be with you; if not with the 
reft of the priefts to be flain by his guards ; which |king of Moab at his court, yet in forme part of 
they refufing, Doeg betame the executioner offother of Kis country, where they might be fafe 
them, and of all the inhabitants of the city of|from the rage of Saul: till I know what God will 
Nod, and the cattle in it, y. 11—t9.. only Abia-\do for me; on whofe power and providence he 
thar a fon of Ahimelech efcaped and fled to David|wholly relied, and not upon the men that flocked 
with the forrowful news ; which greatly affected|to him, nor upon his own power and policy, cou- 
David, looking upon himfelf to be the dccafion|rage, and wifdom ; he knew the promife of God 
of this fad difafter, and he took Abiathar under|to him, and he put his truft in him for the per- 
his protection, and promifed him fafety, ¥.|formance of it ; ‘but knew not the time, nor way; 
20—23. and manner, in which it would be performed ; and 
. pens expected-in the mean while to be obliged to remove 

y¥. f. David therefore departed from thence, 8cc.]|from place to place; and confidering that his 


From Gath, being driven by Achifh from his court, 
and let go by his fervants, and glad he was of the 
deliverance : and efcaped to the cave Adullam, 
which was no doubt near to a city of the fame 
hame in the tribe of Fudab, of which fee the note 
on Joh. xv. 35. this being a ftrong place, and in 
his own tribe, he might hope to be in greater 


aged parents were not fit for fuch quick and fud- 
den motions, and long flights, he provided as well 
as he could for their fettlement ; which was an in- 
{tance of his filial affection for them, and piety to- 
wards them. His father’s name is well known, 
Feffe, but his mother’s name is no-where mention- 
ed; the Jews fay her name was Nafzdet, the 


fafety ; here he penned his 142d pfalm : and when) daughter of Adal” . 


bis brethren and all bis father’s boufe beard it; that 
he was come thither: ¢hey went down thither to 
bim ; to vifit and comfort him, counfel and af- 
filt him all they. could ; and chiefly to fecure them- 
felves from the rage and malice of Sau/, who they 
might fear would fall upon them, and avenge him- 


¥.4. And he brought them before the king of 
Moab, &c.| Having leave from him for it, and lefe 
them with him ; fo the Targum, ‘* caufed them 
to remain before him :” and they dwelt with him all 
the while that David was in the hold; either in the 
cave of Adullam, as fome think; or rather at 


¥elf on them for David’s fake. 5 Mizpeb in Moab, which might be a fortified place ; 
¥. 2. and every one that was in diffrefs, &c.)jor the fenfe may be, whilft he was in any hold in 
In ftraitened circumftances, through the oppréf-|thofe parts, as he might go from one to another 3 
fion of men, through poverty, and afflictive pro-|what became of David's parents afterwards, we 
vidences in their families : and every one that wasino where elfe read. The Fews* fay the king of 
in debt; and not able to pay their debts, andj oad flew his father and his mother, and his bre- 
whofe cteditors were preffing upon them: a#djthren, all but one, whom Nabafh the Ammonite 
every one that was difcontented ,; with Saul’s go-|preferved ;\ and is the kindnefs David fpeaks of 
vernment and condué&: or ditter in foul* ; dif-l2 Sam. x.2. and if this was the cafe, now it was 
trefled and uneafy in their minds, being pinched|that his father and mother forfook him, and God 
with want, or preffed with fore afflictions, which|took him up, Pf xxvii. 10. 
made them very difconfolate : thefe gathered them-| ¥.5. And the prophet Gad faid unto David, &c.] 
felves unto him, to help him, or rather to be help-| Who either accompanied him in his exile, or was 
ed by him ; hoping in time things would take a fa-|fent unto him on this account, being one of the com- 
vourable turn with him, and he fhould be ad-|pany of the prophets, over whom Samuel was pre- 
vanced to the throne, and fo their circumftances/fident, ch. xix. 20. abide not in the hold, depart 
would be mended thereby : and be became a captainjand get thee inte the land of Fudab ; this feems to 
over them, they enlifted themfelves in his fervice,} confirm it that the hold David wasin was not the 
and he took the command of them; he might|cave of 4dullam, becaufe that was in the tribe of 
not know the circumftances of thofe in debt, nor|F%udab ; but rather fome hold in the land of M- 
of any of them thoroughly, nor their views in|ad, which he is directed by the prophet to quit, and 
joining him ; however he meant not to fhelter| go into the country of Fudab, his own tribe, where 
them from paying their juft debts if able, nor to] Sau? would not be fo forward to purfue him, and 


encourage them in difloyalty to their king, only to 
make ufe of them for his own prefervation for the 
prefent. In this he was a type of Chrif?, who re- 
ceives finners diftreffed with afenfe of fin, difcon- 
tented in their prefent ftate, and in debt, and un- 
able to pay their debts ; fee Matt. xi. 28. Luke 
wii. 41, 42. and xv. 2. and there were with bim 
about 400 men, among whom fome think were the 
- three mighty men fpoken of in 2 Sam, xxiii. 13, 
414. 1 Chron. xi. 15, 16. 

y¥. 3. And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab, 
&c.] So called to diftinguith it from a place of the 
fame name in the land of J/rael ; which Funius 
fays is the fame with Malle, and fignifies a fortified 
place, and refers to 1 Maccad. v. 26. here he 
might think himfelf fafer, though in an enemy’s 


‘ 4 / x . * M t 
x 5 “> amarus animo, Pagninus, Montanus. 


midbar Rabba, §. 14. fol. 212.1. Tanchuma apud Jarchium in loc, 


where he would be among his friends, and in the 
way upon Saul’s death to be anointed king over 
judab ; befides appeating more openly would fhew 
the innocence of his caufe, and his confidence in the 
Lord, more than to lurk about in a foreign land : 
then David departed from Mizpeb in Moab; or 
however from the hold in which hewas : and came 
into the foreft of Hareth; where he would have 
places and opportunity enough to hide himfelf as - 
he faw fit. Ferom* {peaks of a village called Arath, 
where David abode, to the weft of Yeru/alem. 
Kimchi fays this was a dry barren place, but for the 
fake of David it was made by the Lord a well wa- 
tered and fruitful one. “th 
¥. 6. When Saul beard that David was difcover- 
ed, and the men that were with him, &c.\ That ic 
I vas 


; 
¥ T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. gr. 1. 


2 Be- 
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men were gathered to him, and that they now 


openly appeared in the tribe of Yudab ; for fome 


time Sauz/ had heard nothing of him, but now a re- 

rt had reached his ears, that David was in arms, 
and atthe head of a number of men; which now 
greatly alarmed: Saul, and poffeffed him, with fears 
and jealoufies of his people, and all about him : 
now Saul abode in Gibeah, under a tree in Ramah, 
this was Gibeah of Saul, and in or near which was 
a place called Ramah, or an high place, as the 
word fignifies, on which was a remarkable tree, 
and under that Saul abode, being a proper fhelter 
for him from any inclemency of the weather ; for 
this was not Ramah where Samuel dwelt, though the 
ews in the Talmud ” fo think, and metaphorically 
underftand the tree in it of Samuel in Ramab pray- 
ing for him, by means of which he continued two 
years in the height of his kingdom ; but this was 
a tree in a literal fenfe. R. Fonab ‘ fays it is pol- 
fible it might be the fame which in Aradia is called 
Ethel, and is like to a tamarifk-tree : having his 
fpear in his hand ready to defend himfelf, and re- 
venge his enemies ; or rather which he held as a 
fcepter in his hand; fee the note onch. xx. 33. 


and all his fervants were fianding about him 3 in re-. a 
jeager of further preferment, which Sau/ feemed to 


verence of him, and honour to him, waiting up- 
on him, and ready to obey his orders ; thefe were 
his courtiers, or his guards, or both. 
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was known where David was, and what number of [/orry for me ; concerned, troubled, and griey 
that he fhould be in fuch. circumftances, his own — 


: 


fon and his fon-in-law in league. againft him : or 
as De Dieu renders it, were not Jolicitous for him 
cared not how things went with him, or pa 
him: or fheweth unto me that my fon hath flirred 
up my fervant againft me to lie in wait, as at this 
day; which he concluded was the cafe, from Fo- 
nathan’s not appearing at court, fince Saul caft the 
javelin at him ; or however if he did, his counte- 
nance fhewed he was uneafy and difcontented, and 
difpleafed with Saul; and befides he could not™ 
think that David with fuch a. handful of men he 


Be 


Ch. ai 


had with him, would ever attempt to invade his © * 


kingdom, and feize his crown and throne, unlefs 
he was privately encouraged by his own fon ; and 
David’s being either in the cave of Adullam, or 
foreft of Hareth, which ever of them Sau/ heard 
of, he interpreted as lying in wait for him, whereas 
it was only for the fecurity of himfelf ; and what 
Saul took ill of his fervants was, that none of them 
apprized him of his fon’s concern in this matter. 
¥.g. Then anfwered Doeg the Edomite, &c.] 
Fofephus * calls him a Syrian, and fo the Septuagint 
verfion; fee ch. xxi. 7. being full of enmity to 
David, and willing to curry favour with Saul, and 


promife ; and being more forward than the reft of 
his fervants, prevented them and fpoke Grit; 


y. 7. Then Saul faid unto bis fervants that food| (which was fet over the Jervants of Saul), over his 


about him, &c.| He took this opportunity of ad-|herdfmen ; fee ch. xxi. 7. and faid, I faw the fon 
dreffing them in the following manner, upon the|of Jefe coming to Nob to Abimelech the fonof Abitub; 
report of David being at the head of a certainjin imitation of Seu/, hecalls David by way of con- 
number of men: hear now ye Benjamites; forjtemptthe fon of Fee; and fignifies that what he 
Saul being of the tribe of Benjamin, his courtiers|had to fay of him was not by report, but he him- 


and his body-guards chiefly, if not altogether,}felf was an eye-witnefs of his coming to Nob, a 


confifted of perfons of that tribe ; and therefore as 


icity of the priefts, and to Ahimelech the high- 


they were under obligation to him, and ought to prieft there, and of what pafled between them, 


abide by him, and adhere clofely to him, fo it was 


¥.10. And be enquired of the Lord for bim, &c.] 


the more ungrateful in them, as he thought, not Which not being exprefied before, fome have taken 
to be concerned for his honour and intereit : w//jit to be a lieof Doeg’s, he being charged with lying 


the fon of Feffe give every one of you fields and vine- 
yards ; as Saul had done, or was capable of do- 
ing, and would do if they were faithful to him ; 
whereas it was not in the power of David, whom 
in contempt he calls the fon of Jefe, to doit; and 
even fhould he ever be king, andin his power to 
make fuch donations, it can’t be thought he would 
give them to them, but to the favourites of his 


own tribe: and make you all captains of thoufands 


and captains of hundreds ? which he now could not 
do, fince he had with him but 400 men in all; 
and fhould his army increafe, and the kingdom 
come into his hands, fo far would all of them be 
from being advanced to pofts in the army, that it 
was probable none of them would, but thofe of his 
own tribe and party. 

¥. 8. That all of you have confpired againft me, 
&c.] For though they had not revolted from him, 
and been guilty of overt-acts of treafon, yet fince 
they did not difcover to him what he fuppofed they 
knew, and fhewed no concern for the circumftances 
in which he was, he interpreted this a con{piracy 
againft him: and there is zone that foeweth me, 
that my fon hath made a league with the fon of Feffe ; 
Saul did not know this certainly, he only fufpect- 
ed it from the ftri&t and clofe friendthip between 
them, and imagined that fome of his fervants were 
acquainted with it, though they kept it from him ; 
whereas none knew of it, but Yonathan and Da- 
vid themfelves: and there is mone of you that is 


Bab. Tiaanith, fol. 5. 2. 
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© Apud Ben Melech in loc, 


by David, P/- lii. 3, 4. and cxx. 2, 3. but it is not 
at all improbable that David fhould defire him to 
enquire of the Lord for him, and that he did ; and 


he feems to acknowledge it, ¥. 15. but according ° 


to the Hewi/h writers Doeg meant by this to provea 
charge of treafon both againft David and Abimelech; 
that the former made himfelf king, and the latter 
owned him to be fo, fince enquiry by Urim and 
Thummim was not made for a private perfon, but 
for a king®: and gave him vifiuals; hallowed 
bread, loaves of fhew-bread, which none but priefts 
might eat of ; fuch was his kindnefs to him: ead 


gave him the fword of Goliath the Philiftine; which - 


David took from him, and flew him with it. All 
this was true, but then he acted the deceitful part, 
swith which he is charged in the above pfalms, in 
not declaring how David had impofed upon the 
prieft, by pretending he was fent in hafte on the 
king’s bufinefs ; which was the reafon he was fo ill 
provided with fervants, food, and armour ; which 
if Doeg had reported faithfully, as he ought to have 
done, would have faved the credit and life of the 
prieft, and of his family. : . 
¥. 11. Then the king fent to call Abimelech 


prich, the fon of Abitub, &c.} Sent meffengers ta 


him, and fummoned him to appear before him ; 
and all bis father’s houfe, the family of Eli, which 
God had threatened to deftroy, and now the time 
was haftening on: the priefis that were in Nob; 
in which dwelt none but priefts, at leaft thefe were 

im the 
¢ Antique. 1. 6. c. 12. §. 1, 4- 


¢ Mifn, Yoma, — 


> 4 


Ch. XX MI2—17. 1. S AMU E Dn 

\ - »’ 
the chief of the inhabitants, and therefore called 
the city of the priefts, ¥. 19. and they came all of 
them to the king 5 not being confcious of any evil 
they had committed, or that could be charged upon! 
them ; or otherwife they would not have appeared 
but would have fled to David for protection. 

WV. 12. And Saul faid, bear now, thou fon of Abi- 
tub, &c.| The charge exhibited againft him ;. in 
contempt of him, he does not fo much as cal} him’ 
by his name, nor give him the title of his office, 
as high-prieft; though he was the fecond perfon 
in the kingdom, and to whofe office a few years 
ago thecivil government was annexed: and be an- 
fwered, here I am, my Lord; giving due honour to 
Saul, though he received none from him, and ap- 
pearing with great boldnefs, as having a clear con- 
fcience, and fo ready to hear what was to be faid 
unto him. 

¥. 13. And Saul faid unto him, why have ye con 
Spired againft me, thou, and the fon of Feffe? 8c.] 
No lefs than treafon and rebellion is he charged 
with, in conjunction with David ; the proof fol-|not by what follows. 
lows: in that thou baft given him bread and a\ y. 16. And the king faid, thou foalt furely die, 
fword , the fhew-bread, and the fword of Goliath,| Abimelech, 8ec.] He pronounces the fentence him- 
and fo had furnifhed him with food and arms; one|felf, without taking the opinion and advice of 
that he fuggefts was in rebellion againft him, andjothers, or farther time ; which was an aé& of arhi- 
therefore he muft be involved in the fame crime ;|trary power, and upon an innocent perfon, which 
but the ftronger proof follows : and hajt enquired of\was an act of great injuftice : thow and all thy fax 
God for him, that he foould rife againft me. to lie in| rher’s houfe ; more unrighteous {till ; but God fuf- 
wait as at this day ; enquired of the Lord for him} fered him to do this to fulfil his will, and executé 
by Urim and Thummim, to know his mind in this} his threatenings againft the houfe of Ek, which was 
affair, and thereby encouraged him to rife upin re-| this prieft’s father’s houfe, for former wickednefs ; 
bellion againft him, and to lie in wait, as he did at!but this is no excufe for, nor extenuation of the 
the prefent time, watching for an opportunity to} {in of Saal. yo 
feize his crown and kingdom. ¥.17. And the king faid unto the footmen thar 

¥. 14. Then Abimelech anfwered the king and| food about bim, &c.| Or the runners’; the running 
foid, &c.] Firtt with refpett to David, and then|footmen, that ufed to run before him when he 
with regard to himfelf ; with refpect to David as|went out from place to place, and were here wait- 
follows, and who is fo faithful amongft thy fervants|ing on him, ready to fet out whenever he fhould 
as David ; 1 confidered him, as if he fhould fay, as give the orders to go elfewhere. The tradition of 
a fervant of thine, upon an errand of thine, and|the Yews is, that thefé were Aner and Amafa® s 
doing thy bufinefs ; and as a faithful one, none|but as Kimchi obferves, they were not footmen, 
more fo, and as fuch I valued and regarded him,}but princes, captains in the army, and the firft of 
not as a rebel to thee, having no fuch thought of|them the general of it : turn and flay the priefis of 
him: which is the king’s fon-in-law; who has be-|the Lord ; he owns them to be the priefts of the 
haved himfelf fo well, and thou haft entertained|Lord, and calls them fo,'and yet gave orders to 
fuch an opinion of him, as to take him into thy|put them to death, though innocent; one would 
family, and marry thy daughter to him ; where-| have thought this their charater would have fown 
fore fhewing him favour, and doing him honour,|in his face, and ftung his confcience, and deterred 
was doing honour to thee and thy family, and|him from fo foul a fact: Lecaufe their band alfo is 
furely there can be no blame in that : and goeth at\ with David ; as well as Abimelech ; which did not 
thy bidding ; has always been ready to execute thy}at all appear, nor that they had fo much as feen 
commands, and obey thine orders, let them be|him at Nob, only Abimelech ; and ftill lef§ that 
what they will; as to go out againft an enemy,|they had entered ‘into a con{piracy with him: and 
and fight Sau/’s battles for him : and is honourable| becaufe they knew when he fled, and did not foew it to 
in thine boufe; behaved honourably there, and|me; which alfo was falfe ; they knew nothing of 
highly efteemed by all, as well as had the honour|the flight of David, and. therefore could not dife 
bettow’d upon him to be the king’s fon-in-law, and| cover it to the king: dut the fervants of the king 
made captain of a thoufand ; and therefore who| would not put forth their band to fall upon the priefts 
could think that fhewing refpec&t to fuch a man|of the Lord; their confciences would not fuffer 
could be deemed treafon and confpiracy, or he be}them to do it; they refufed to obey the kings or- 
thought to be a traitor to the king ? and then with|ders, and chofe rather to expofe themfelves to his 
refpect to himfelf he anfwers. | refentment, than to be guilty of fluch a crime. 

¥.15. Did I then begin to enquire of God for bim?|Saul’s footmen had tore fenfe of honour, juitice, 
&c.] Was this the firit time of enquiring of God|and truth, than he himélf had, and were worthy of 
for him? nos I have done this many a time,|praifé; but they would have been deferving of 
when he has been going upon the kine’s bufinels, more, if they could not have prevailed upon him 
engaging in war with his enefnies ; he has then|by intreaties and remonf{trances to have forborne 
confulted the Lord by me, and I have enquired of|fuch a bloody'execution, ’ inftead of being the tame 
the Lord for him, as I now did ; and which I did] fpectators of ‘it, they had taken him, and bound 


him 
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as innocently, and as much for the king’s fervice, 
as ever I did any. Kimchi obferves it’ may be read 
without the interrogation, that day J began to en+ 
quire of God for him, it was the firtt time | ever 
»{did, and 1 did not know it would have been gtie- 
{vous to thee, or have given thee any difturbance 
or uneafinefs. I did not know that he fled from 
thee, or was not in thy fervice, and upon thy bu- 
finefs ; had I known it, I would never have done 
it, and as it is the firft time it fhall be the Jat Be 
it. far from mes from doing fuch a thing, had I 
known it to be difagreeable to thee, dr how David 
ftood with thee : Jet not the king impute any thing 
unto bis fervant, nor to all the houfe of my father ; 
charge me or them with the crime of treafon, of 
confpiracy againft him, or with aiding, affitting, 
and abetting traitors and confpirators : Jor thy fer- 
vant knew nothing of all this, lefs or more ; was en- 
tirely ignorant of this affair ; which plain, honeft 
account of things, one might have thought would 
have been fatistying to Saul; but it feems it was 


af ron curforibus, Pagninus, Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator: * Midrath Tillim apud Abarbinel. in loc. 
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him as a madman, and fo facilitated the efcape of] Tummim, and made his efcape, as appears from ' 
. the priefts, and prevented this fhocking fcene of|ch. xxiii. 6—9, this man fucceeded his father in ~ 

‘wickednefs. ; the high-priefthood, and continued in it until 

y. 18. And the king faid to Doeg, turn thou and\times of Solomon: and fied after David; who 
fall upon the prigfs, &c.| For determined he was| now removed, or removing from the foreft of Ha- 
they fhould die; if one would not put them to}reth to Keilab, whither Abiathar followed him, an 
death, another fhould, and who fo fit for this}came to him there, ch. xxiii. 6: and with whom 
bloody work as the falfe accufer of them, and falfe}only he could be fafe, and therefore it was right 
witnefs againft them: and Doeg the Edomite turn-|to flee unto him. ” 
ed; immediately, he at once obeyed the king’s or-| y 21. And Abiathar fhewed David that Saul bad 
ders, as bruitifh as they were: and fell upon the\flain the Lora’s priefis.| Of which perhaps he had 
prigfs, with his {word in hand: and flew on that\not as yet heard; though -tidings of fuch a nature - 
day 85 perfons that did wear a linen epbod, not the| generally fly fwiftly ; and a forrowful, fhocking 
ephod of Urim and Thummim, which was onlyjaccount he had to give, and which was fo a 
worn by the high-prieft, but a garment wholly| David. ote 
linen worn by common priefts,; the Targum is,| .y¥.22. And David faid unto Abiathar, J knew it 
** who are fit to be clothed with a linen ephod ;”| that day, &c.] That .is, he thought in his mind 
not that they were clothed with it, but were de-/at that time: when Doeg the Edomite was there at 
ferving of it; or it defigns the great and more ho-! Nod; in the tabernacle, at the fame time that Da- 
nourable among the fervants of the Lord, as Kim-|vid was there: that be would furely tell Saul; that 
chi obferves, for fuch were clothed with this gar-|he faw David there, and what paffed between him 
ment, as Samuel and David; and he thinks it fug-|and Abimelech ; he knew he was a fpiteful, mif- 
gefts, that more were flain than thefe, and the Sep-|chievous man; that he was a true Edomite, though 
tuagint verfion makes them to be 305, and Jo/e-|a profelyte, and bore hatred. and enmity in his 
phus* 385; inthe flaying of whom, as the fame|mind againft an //raelite, and-efpecially an Iraelite 
writer fays, Doeg was aflifted by fome wicked menjindeed, as David was: I have occafioned the death 
like himfelf ; and the flaughter did not end here, |of all the perfons of thy father’s houfe; or have 
as the next verfe fhews. | been the caufe of all the evils that befel them, 

¥. 19. And Nob, the city of the priefts, fmote hejand the death they were put unto, not with de- 
with the edge of the fword, &c.] Either Doeg or} ign but by aceident,; and it grieved him, that he 
Saul, who, as Fofephus* fays, fent men thither|fhould be any ways an accefiory thereunto, though 
to flay all the inhabitants of it: ot men and wo-|without intention. 
men, children and fucklings ; not {paring fex nor age:| ¥. 23. Abide thou with me, fear not, &c.} He 
and oxen, and affes, and fheep, with the edge of the|appeared to be in a fright; which is not to be won- 
fword; Saul, who was fo tender-hearted, and mer-|dered at, as not knowing what to do, and where 
ciful in the cafe of the Amakelites, when his orders} to go and provide for his fafety ; when to allay his 
from the Lord were utterly to deftroy them, that|fears, and make him eafy, David invites and en- 
he fpared their king, and the beft of their cattle,|courages him to ftay with him, and not be afraid 
yet now fo cruel to a city of the priefts, as to de-|of Sau/, nor any other: for he that feeketh my life, 
{troy all the inhabitants of it, and cattle in it; and|/eeketh thy life, or, as Kimchi obferves, it may be 
yet this bloody affair of Sau/’s is not taken’ noticejinterpreted, my life be feeks, who feeks thy life; we 
of afterwards, only his flaughter of the Gibeonites,|are in the fame circumftances, and have the fame 
2 Sam. xxi. 1. and Abarbinel is of opinion, that/common enemy, and therefore it is beft and fafeft 
the inhabitants of this place were Gzbeonites, who|to be together; as the Targum, ** he that feeks to 
were hewers of wood, and drawers of water to the|kill me, feeks to kill thee ;” and as archi adds, 
houfe of the Lord here. Now Sau/ was the more|he that loves me, will love thee, and he that keeps 
fevere.on this city, to deter others from joining|my life, will keep thine: but with me thou fhalt 
with David, who, if they did, muft expect the|be im /afe-guard; intimating, that he would be as 
jame treatment. ‘careful of him as of himfelf ; and that for this rea- 

¥. 20. And one of the fons of Abimelech, the fon|\{on, as Ben Gerfom fuggefts, becaufe he brought the 
of Abitub, named Abiathar, efcaped, &c.}, Who} Ephod with the Urim and Thummim with him, by 
very probably was left by his father to take care of | which he could enquire of God for him; but this 
the fanctuary, and the holy things in it, when he|was the thing David was confident of, that God 
and the reft of the priefts were f{ummoned to ap-|would preferve him, and raife him to the king- 
pear before Sau]; who having heard of his bloody |dom, and therefore 4diathar might be fure of fafety 
execution of them, before his meflengers could|with him: at this time he penned the 524 pfalm, 
_ get to Nob, took the ephod, with the Urim and|which fhows the frame of fpirit he was now in. - 


CHAP. XXII. 


HIS chapter gives an account of Davia’s re-\¥. 14—18. and of the Ziphites offering to deliver 

lieving Keilah, when it had like to have fal-|him up to Saul, for which he commends them, 
len into the hands of the Philiftines, ¥. 1—6. and|and gives them inftruétions how they fhould be- — 
of Saul’s defign to furprize him there, which ‘Da-|have to him in that affair, ¥. 19—23. and of 
vid having notice of, and enquiring of the Lord, |{eeking him in the wildernefs of Adaon, where Da- 
departed from thence ; which when Sau/ heard of,|vid and his men were in great danger of being 
he forbore to come forth, ¥. 7—13. and of Da-|taken; which was, prevented by the news of the — 
vid’s being in the wildernefs of Ziph, where, in a| Pbiliftines invading\the land coming to Saul juft at 


cae 


wood there he had an interview with Yonathan,|the nick of time, ¥. 24—29. 
® Antiq. 1.6. c. 12. §.6. t Ibid. pee! i Aa 
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¥. 1. Then they told David, &c.] Either the men 
of Keilab fent to. him, being near them, or fome 
well-wifhers of theirs, and of their country, ac- 
quainted him with their cafe: Jebold, the Philiftines 
Jight egainft Keilab, had laid fiege to it, being a 
fortified place, ¥. 7. it was a city in the tribe of 
Judah, on the borders of the Philiftines ; of which 
fee the note on o/b. xv. 44. and they rob the thre/b- 
ing-floors ; took away the corn upon them, which 
they_were threfhing and winnowing, which were 
ufually done without the city for the fake of wind, 
fee Fudg. vi. 11. Ruth. iii. 2, 15. it was harvett- 
time when the three mighty men came to David 
in the cave of Adullam, and {fo now it might be the 
time of threfhing, harveft being over, fee ch. xxii. 
1, compared with 2 Sam. xxiii. 13. 

-¥.2. Therefore David enquired of the Lord, fay- 
ing, foall I go and {mite thefe Philiftines? &c.] Yor 
though David was well difpofed to ferve his coun- 
try, and was defirous of freeing them from their 


ve 


495 
but for the fake of his men, and to remove the 
doubts and fears that hung on their minds: ahd 
the Lord anfwered bim and Jaid, arife, go down td 
Keilab ; immediately, make no ftay, nor hefitate 
about it, but go with all hafte to the relief of the 
place: for I will deliver the Philiftines into thine 
hands , which is ftill more explicit, and is a pro- 
mule not only of delivering Ker/ab out of the hands 
of the Pdiliftines, but of delivering them into Da- 
vid’s hands, and fo of an entire victory; and there- 
fore none of David’s men had any thing to fear. 
after fuch a declaration of thé will of God. 

¥. 5. So David and his men went to Keilab, &c.] 
Animated by a commiliion from God, and a pro- 
mife of fuccefs by him: and fought with the Phi- 
liftines ; encamped before Keilah : and brought away 
their cattle; which they had brought with them 
for the fupport of their army; or having routed 
them, they purfued them into their own country, 
and brought off their cattle from thence: and 


enemies the Pdiliftines, he might have fomeé doubts |/mote them with a great flaughter; killed great 


in his mind whether it would be right for him to 
engage with them now ; partly becaufe' he could 
not act under a commiffion from his prince, Seu/ 
the king ; and partly becaufe he had fuch a {mall 
number of forces with him, that it might be ha- 
zardous for him to attack the armies of the PAili/-. 
_ tines with them, and attempt to raife the fiege of 
Keilab , and therefore he thought it advifeable, as 
doubtlefs it was; to enquire of the Lord what was 
his mind and will in this matter : how and by what 
means he enquired, it is not faid, very probably it 
was by the prophet Gad, who was with him, ch. 
xxii. 5. for as for Abiathar, he was not yet come 
with the Ephod, the Urim and Thummim, to en- 
quire by them, y. 6. though fome think that is 
obferved there to fhew in what way David did en- 
quire, namely, by Urim and Thummim; and fo 
Kimehi and Abarbinel underftand it; and it is fup- 
pofed that he came to David when he was about 
Keilah, and near unto it, and fo before he came 
thither, and time enough for him to enquire by 
him, whether he fhould go thither or no: and the 
Lord faid unto David, go, and fmite the Philiftines, and 
fave Keilab , which was not only giving him leave 
to go, and fignifying it was his mind and will he 
fhould; but that he fhould_be fuccefsful, and rout 
the Philiftines, and raife the fiege of Keilah, and 
fave the city from falling into their hands. 
y¥. 3. And David's men faid unto him, behold, we 
be afraid here in Judah, &c.] Of Saul and his 
army falling upon them, and crufhing them, tho’ 
they were in the tribe of Judah, where they had 
* many friends, and in the heart of that tribe: how 
much more then if we come to Keilab, which, tho” 
in the fame tribe, yet in the farther parts of it, 
and on the borders of the Philiftines: and there 
engage againft the armies of the Pbiliftines ; too 
numerous and powerful for them, and fo by this 
means be driven out of their place of fafety, the 
foreft of Hareth, where they could hide themfelves 
upon occafion; to be expofed not only to the Ph:- 
liftines, betore them, on the edge of their country, 
from whence they could have fuccours eafily, but 
to Saul and his army behind them ; and {fo being 
between two fires, would be in danger of being 
cut off. ; 
¥. 4. Then David enquired of the Lord yet again, 
&c.] Not for his own fake, who firmly believed 
it was the will of God he fhould go and fucceed, 


numbers of, them, and put the reft to fight: /e 
David faved the inhabitants of Keilab , trom falling 
into the hands of the Philijtines, by timely raifing 
the fiegé of the city. 

¥. 6. And it came to pafs when Abiathar the fon 
of Abimelech fled to David to Keilab, &c.] Either 
when he was there, or near the place: that be 
came down with an ephod in bis band, not with a 
linen ephod on his back, which the priéfts in com- 
mon wore, but the ephod with the Urim and 
Thummim in his hand, which was peculiar to the 
high-prieft ; and his father the high-prieft being 
dead, it belonged to him, and therefore he took 
care to bring it with him ; though the words may 
be literally rendered, the epbod came down in bis 
hand *, as it were by chance, and not with defign; 
and fo fothe Fewi/h interpreters ’ underftand ir, 
that in his fright and flight, among his garments 
and other things he took hold of to carry with 
him, and not minding well what he took, this 
happened to be, being fo ordered by the providence, 
of God; tho’ the Yargum renders it, ‘* the ephod 
he made to defcend in his hand,” or brought it 
in his hand; and fo Kimchi and Abarbinel obferve 
it may be interpreted, though they feem to incline 
to the other fenfe. 

¥. 7: And it was told Saul that David was come 
to Keilah, &c.| No doubt it was told him what 
he came thither for, to relieve it, and deliver it 
out of the hands of the Piliftines, and what fuccefs 
he had; which one would have thought would have 
reconciled his mind to him, and made him think 
well of them ; but inftead of that, it only led him 
to contrive mifchief againft him: and Saul faid, 
God hath delivered him into mine hand; asif the fuc- 
cefs he had given to David was again{ft him, and 
in favour of Saul: for he is fout in, by entring into 
a town that bath gates and bars; whilft he betook 
himfelf to caves, and fields, and woods, he had 
no great hopes of finding him out, and coming 
up with him, and feizing him; but now he had 
got into a fortified place, enclofed with walls, and 
that had gates to it, kept bolted and barred; when 
he brought his army againft it, and furrounded it, 
he imagined hé would not be able to get out, and 
efcape his hands. 

¥. 8. And Saul called all the people together to 
war, &c.] Or caufed them to bear™, fummoned 
them by an herald, whorh he fent into all parts of 

the 


k 99 “TY HN Ephod defcendit in manu fua, Pagninus, Montanus ; Ephod defcendebat in manu fua, Munfterus ; 


fo Tiguriue verfion and Pifcator. 


‘ Kimchi & Ben Melech. 


™ yioe’? fecit andire, Montanus, Pifeator, 
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the kingdom to proclaim war, and require them 
in his name to attend him ; which was the prero- 
yative of a king to do: ¢o go down to Keilab, to 
Gofege David and his men, that was what he pri- 
vately intended, but the pretence was to make war 
againtt the Hbiliftines. 


¥.9. And David knew that Saul fecretly prattifed 
mifchief againft him, &c.] That is, plotted and} 
‘holds, &c.| In the wildernefs of Zip, in high 
and ftrong rocks there, as it feems to be explained 
‘by what tollows > and remained in a mountain in the 


contrived it, formed fchemes in order to do him 
mifchief, giving out one thing, and defigning an- 
other ; fo he pretended war againft. the Pilijtines, 
but his intention was to come againft Keilah, and 


take David there: and he faid to Abiathar the 


prieft, bring hither the epbod; not for David to put 
on, but for the prieft himfelf, that being clothed 
with it, and the Urim and Thummim in it, he 
might enquire for him of the Lord. 

¥. 10. Then faid David, &c.] By the prieft, 
for it was he that put the queftions for and in the 
name of the enquirer: O Lord God of Ifrael; the 
great Jehovah, the Covenant-God of his people, 


who always has a merciful regard unto them: ty 


fervant hath certainly beard, had good informa- 


tion of it, on which he could depend: shat Saul 


o alias 


* *" id — 
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fafety and fecurity, be. it where it would: and “® 


was told Saul that David was efcaped from Keilab, 
lvery likely fome of the inhabitants informed hi 
of it, fince they were difpoféd to deliver David 


had 


come down: and he forbore to go forth, from the — 


him, had he ftayed among them, and Saul 


place where he was, in order to come to Keilab, 
y¥. 14. And David abode in-the wilderne/s in firong 


wilderne/s of Ziph; which had its name from a - 


city in the tribe of Fudah, of which fee the note 
fon Fofo. xv. 55. and Saul fought him every day, 


for though he did not go forth from the place 
where he was to Kei/ab, yet hearing which way he 
went, and whereabout he lurked, he fought after 
him continually, if haply he might find him: dut 
Ged delivered him not into his hand ; which fuggetts, 


‘that it was only the providence of God that fecured 


him, or, in all probability, fuch was the diligence 

of Saul, that he would have found him out, and 

he muft have fallen into his hands, as he expected. 
¥.15. And David faw that Saul was come out to 


~ feeketh to come to Keilab; that was-his intention and [/eek his life, &c.] Either he faw him with his bo- 


refolution : to deftroy the city for my fake ; to be- 
fiege it, and demolifh it, if that was neceffary, in 
order to take him. 

ye 11. Will the men of Keilab deliver me up into 
his hands ? will Saul come down as thy fervant hath 
Deard ? &c.] ‘That is, if David continued there, 
which is the fuppofition all proceeds upon. The 
queftions are not orderly put, as may eafily be ob- 
ferved, the laft fhould have been firft; which fhows 
fome perturbation of mind David was in upon 
hearing the defign. of Sau] againft him: O Lord 
God of Irael, I befeech thee, tell thy fervant, give 
an anfwer by Urim and Thummim, as he did: 
and the Lord faid, he will come down; if David 
abode there; that was in his thoughts, in his pur- 
pofe and defign, which the, Lord, being omni- 
fcient, full well knew, who knows all future con- 


tingencies : hence the Zews" gather, that two things. 


are not to be afked together ; and if they are afked, 
only anfwer is made to one, and the anfwer is only 
made to that which it was proper to afk firft; and 
that which is afked cut of order fhould be afked 
again, which was the cafe here, as follows. 

¥. 12. Then faid David, will the men of Keilah 
deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul? &c.]| 
That is, the lords and great men of the place, the 
governor of the city, and the heads of it, the chief 
magiftrates in it: and the Lord faid, they will de- 
liver thee up; that is, provided he-ftayed there ; 
for the Lord knew the difpofitions and affections of 
their minds, that they were inclined to do it, and 
would do it, if he continued among them till 
Saul came down ; which fhewed the great ingrati- 
tude of this people to their deliverer. 


¥. 33. Then David and his- men, which were: 


about 600, &c.] Having had an increafe of 200 
fince he was at the cave of Adullam, and upon his 
relief of Keilab; fo that he fuftained no lofs of men 
by fighting with the Phiijtines, but had an addition 
to his fmall forces: arofe and departed out of Kei- 
lab, and went whitherfoever they could go; not 


knowing whither they fhould go, having no par-| 


ticular place in view; but went where they thought 
they could be fafeft, or that appeared the moft pro. 
per place for them; fo the Targum, “ they 
went to a place which was fit to go unto;” which 


was fitteft for their purpofe, and moft for their | 


* 'T. Bab. Yoma, fol. 73. 1, 20 


-dily eyes from the top of the mountain where he 


was, ¥.14. or he perceived, he underftood by infor- 
mations given him by his friends, it may be by Jo- 
nathan, or by fpies he fent to obferve his motions = 
and David was in the wildernefs of Ziph in a wood; 
where he and his men could hide themielves among: 
the trees in it; fometimes he was in a mountain 
in this wildernefs, and fometimes in a wood, where 
he thought himfelf the fafeft; thus was this great 


-man obliged to fhift about for his fafety. 


¥. 16. And Jonathan Saul’s fon arofe, cc.} And 
came from Gideah, which, according to Bunting °, 
was 22 miles from the place where David was: 
and went to David into the wood; having had in- 


telligence where he was, this being a proper placé 


to have an interview with him privately: and 


Strengthened his hand in God; and his heart too, 


his hand of faith to lay hold on God, as his Co- 
venant-God, and lean and rely upon him; he 
ftrengthened him in his power, and in his provi- 
dence, and in his promifes to him; the Targum 
is, “ he ftrengthened him in the Word of the 
Lord ;” not only in his word and promife, but in 


Chrift the effential Word of God, who fhould © 


{pring from him according to the flefh. 
¥.17. And he faid unto hin, fear not, &c.| Di- 
ftruft not the power, providence and promifes of 
God, nor dread the wrath of Sau/, or fear ip 
i 


‘into his hands : for the band of Saul my father Jha 


not find thee; to lay hold on him, feize him, and 
do him any hurt: and thow fhalt be king over Ifrael ; 
meaning after the death of his father; which he 
knew either by fome fpecial revelation made to 
him ; or rather by being informed he: had been | 
anointed by Samael, and which he had either frons 
Samuel or from David himfelf; and this he moft 


a condition: end I fhall be next unto thee, not fuc- 


lp fy, PS 


I 
@ Travels, &c. pi 154. 


firmly believed, though David was nowin folow 


Ch. xxiii. 18—24. Lk S 4 


_“¥. 18. And tBey two made a covenant before the 
Lord, &c.|} Renewed the covenant they had before 
made in the name and fear of God, and before 
him as a withefs of it. Kimchi and Abarbinel in- 
terpret this phrafe, before the Lord, of the cove- 
nant being made before Adiathar, with the Urim 
and Thummim in his hand; and fo Yerom?, be- 
fore Gad the prophet, and Adiathar who wore the 
ephod: and David abode in the wood ; being a pro- 
per place for him for fecrecy and fafety: and Jo- 
nathan went to his boufe; in Gibeab; and thefe two 
dear and cordial friends never faw one another 
more, as is highly probable. 

¥. 19.. Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gt- 
beabh, &c.} Who though he had been out in queft 
of David, yet was now returned to Gibeab, the 
place of his refidence, and where he kept his court; 


and hither came the Zépbites, the inhabitants of 


Ziph, in the wildernefs of which David hid’ him- 
felf, with a propofal to deliver him to Saul; for 
though they were of the fame tribe with David, 
yet being terrified with what Saul had done to 
Nob, they thought it beft for their own fecurity to 
inform Sau/ where he was, and make an offer to de- 
liver him to him. Some interpreters, as Kimchi, 
think, that this was done before Fonuathan was with 
Saul, and fhould be rendered, the Zipbites had come 
up to Saul; and hence it is before faid, and David 
jaw, &c. for he had heard that the Ziphites fhould 
fay to Saul, that David had hid himfelf there , 
and at this time it was ‘that David wrote the 59th 
palm: faying, doth not David hide himfelf with us 
in the firong holds in the wood which is in the wil- 
dernefs of Zzph, in their neighbourhood ; they were 
informed he had hid bimfelf there, and they thought 
it their duty to let the king know of it: and par- 
ticularly in the bill of Hachilah, on the fouth of 
Selbimon 2? Hachilab is by Ferom* called Echela , 
and he fpeaks of a village of that name. feven 
miles from Eleutheropolis, and of Fefbimon as ten 
miles from Jericho to the fouth, near the dead fea ; 
on the top of this hill, which was an afcent of 30 
furlongs, Fonathan the high-prieft built a caftle, 
and called it Ma/ada, often fpoken of by Fo/ephus ; 
who fays *, that Hered built a wall about it of feven 
furlongs, twelve cubits high, and eight broad, and 
thirty-feven towers of fifty cubits ftood in it, 
y. 20. Now therefore, O king, come down, &c.] 
From Gibeah to Ziph, and the wildernefs of it, 
where David was : according to all the defires of thy 
foul to come down , tofeize fach a prey which he was 
greatly defirous of, and of nothing more fo than of 
that. According to arbinel, the fenfe is, that the 
thing was ready in whatever way he fhould defire 
it; if he chofe to come down himfelf, and lay hold 
on him, they invite him to come down; but if 
he did not chufe to come down himfelf, they would 
feize him, and bring him to him, and deliver him 
up into his hand, and fo he would be under no ne- 
ceflity of going down after him : ‘avd our part {hall 
be to deliver him into the king’s hand, this we will 
take upon us to do, and fave the king the trouble 
GEORDIE: COMM oss lh) acim 3) dprid' bailey 
~ ¥.21. And Saul Jaid, bleffed be. ye of the Lord, 
_&c.] ..He highly commends them for the _ offer 
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the troubles he met with from his fon-in-law, were’ 
forry for him, and fympathized with him, which 


others did ‘not, of which he complained, chap. 
XXii. 8. 


_ ¥.22. Go, I pray you, prepare yet, 8cc.| That 
is, go home, return to their habitations, and get 


things in a greater readinefs for him; enquire more 
diligently after David, get more intelligence of him, 
and inform themfelves more exaétly about him : 
and know and fee his place where bis baunt is ; or 
foot * is, where that fteps and walks moft frequent- 
ly; not only get knowledge of it by information, 


but if they could get fight of it with their own 
eyes, that they might defcribe it more exattly : 
and who hath feen him there; not only feen the 
place, but him in the place, and that often, that 
it may be certain it is the place he ufually reforts ° 
to: for it is told me that he dealeth very fubtilly; 
fometimes he is feen in one place, and fometimes 
in another ; he is here to-day, and elfewhere to- 
morrow ; and by fuch crafty methods it is not eafy 


to know where the place is, and where to be found; 


this Sau/ had information of from fome, who knew 
the methods David took to keep it unknown where 
it was; or it fays to me my heart fays fo to me, 


as R. Jaiah interprets it, my mind fuggetts this to 
me, knowing the man, that he ufes fuch wiles as 
thele : or be faid to me, fo Kimchi, when he was 
with me, and we were intimate, when I ufed to 
afk him how he fmote the Philiftines, fo and fo, 
and preferved himfelf from them ; his anfwer was, 


that he dealt very fubtilly, he ufed a good deal of 


craftinefs ; and fo I imagine he does now. 


¥. 23. See therefore, and take knowledge of all the 


lurking places where be hideth himfelf, &c.] Which 


he moft frequents, that ye may be able to defcribe 

them, and the way to them, and eafily find them 

when neceffary.: aid come ye again to me with the 

certainty ; of time and place, when and where he 
may be certainly found: aud I will go with you; 

upon fuch certain intelligence: it is very much he 

did not feize this opportunity, and go direétly with 

them; for by this delay, David being informed of 
the Zipbites coming to Saul] to betray him, had 
time to depart elfewhere: aud it shall come to pafs, 

if he be in the land; in the land of J/rael, or rather 

in the land that is in the tribe of Fudab: that I 
will fearch bim throughout all the thoufands of Fu- 

dab; through all the divifions of that tribe, which, 

as others, were divided into thoufands, fee Mic. 

Ba Ga 

¥. 24. And they arofe, and went to Ziph, before 

Saul, &c.] Not before his perfon, as if -he went 
with them,.and they before him leading the way ; 

but they went thither before he went, to prepare 
things more exactly, and with more certainty, be- 
fore he came, and in order to return to him again 
and go with hin: 2ut- David and his men were in 
the wildernefs of Maon ; for by the time the Zipbites 
returned home, David had intelligence of their de- 

fign, and therefore removed from the wildernefs of 
Ziph to the, wildernefs, of Mgon ; which though in 

the fame tribe, was.a diftinét place ; fee the note 

on, Fofh.. xv..55. in the plain on the’ fouth of Fefbi~ 


mon the fame as in ¥.19. only David was now 


they made to him, blefles God for them, and de-|farther to the fouth of it, “and in a plain, whereas 


‘fires the bleffing of Ged upon, them for.it : for ye| before he was on an hill, 


bave compaffion on me; pitied him.on account. of |, 


P "Trad, Heb. in lib. Reg. fol. 76. K. 
4, 3. Vid. Adtichom, Theatram T. S. p. 38. 2. & 39.1. 
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¥.25. And Saul alfo and his men went to feek him, 
&c.] Whether the Zipbites returned to him with 
better intelligence, or fent him word where Davia 
was, is not faid, however Sau/ with his army came 
out in fearch of him: and they told David; or it 
was told him, that Sau/'was come in queft of him: 
wherefore he came down into a rock; either into a 
cave, in it, or he came down from the hill Hachi- 
lab toa plain or valley, in order to go up to a 
rock, the fame with the mountain in the next verfe : 
and abode in the wildernefs of Maon, in which was the 
rock or mountain he came to: and when Saul heard 
that, be purfued after David in the wildernefs of 
Maon; for upon the intelligence of the Ziphites, 
he came out to feek for him in the wildernefs of 
Ziph, but hearing that he was removed to the wil- 
dernefs of M4aon, he purfued him there. 

y¥. 26. And Saul went on this fide of the moun- 
tain, and David and his men on that fide of the 
mountain, &c.| Saul with his army came to the 
very mountain where David and his men were, the 
One was on one fide of it, and the other on the 
other fide ; there was only one mountain between 


lL SAMUEL. Chxsiiv¥.as—a9. 


of Saui’s departure in queft of David, to penetrate 
into the tribe of Benjamin, where his patrimony, ~ 
refidence and court were, and which were liable ~ 
to fall into their hands ; and therefore his prefence 
was immediately required, and hafte was ne-— 
ceflary. Rew 
¥. 28. Therefore Saul returned from purfuing af- 
ter David, &c.] Stopped fhort at once, as foon 
as ever he received the meflage : and went againft 
the Philiftines ; to {top them in their progrefs, and 
drive them out of his country : therefore they cal- 
led that place, Selab-hammablekoth ; which figni- 
fies the rock of divifions. David and his men, very 
probably, gave it this name, not only becaufe it” 
divided between Sau] and his men, and David 
and his men, when they were one on one fide 
of it, and the other on the other fide of it; but 
becaufe Sau] was, by the providence of God, 
divided and feparated from David here, whereby 
he efcaped falling into his hands. The Targum is, 
‘¢ therefore they called that place the rock of di- 
vifion, the place where the heart of the king was 
divided to go here and there :” he was divided jn 


them: and David made bafte to get away for fear of|his own mind, and at a lofs what to do; he was 


Saul; he fled on one fide of the mountain, whilft 
Saul was purfuing him on the other, and haftening 
to get round unto him: for Saul and bis men com- 
paffed David and bis men round about to take them ; 
he took methods by dividing his troops, and fend- 
ing them different ways to furround David and his 
men, and had very near effected it. 

¥.27. But there came\a meffenger unto Saul, &c.) 
From his court, by order of his council there ; 
though the ews ‘ fay it was an angel from hea- 
ven; but be it which it will, it was certainly the 
providence of God that directed this affair, that 
a mefienger fhould come to Sau/ juft at that very 
time, that David was like to fall into his hands : 
faying, hafte thee, and come, for the Philiftines have 
invaded the land; were come into it, and {pread 
themfelves in it, as the word fignifies, which ex- 
preffes their numbers they had poured in, the 
force they came with, and the poffeffions they had 
already got ; perhaps they had taken the advantage 


in two minds, as Jarchi fays, and did not know ~ 
which to follow, whether to return and deliver his 
country from the hands of the Pdilifines, or to 
purfue and take David; and others reprefent the 
ioldiers of Saul as divided, fome faying that fince 
the fon of Jefe was juft falling into their hands,’ 
they fhould not leave him; others, that the war of 
Ijrael thould be regarded before him, who might 
be found at any time*% ~ pe. 
¥.29. And David went up from thence, 8c.] 
From the wildernefs of Maon, having had a nar- 
row efcape for his life: and dwelt in ftrong holds in ~ 
Engedi ; another place in the tribe of Yuadeh, and 
which lay in the wildernefs of fudah, and from 
whence that is called the wildernets of Engedi; and 
here Dr. Lightfoot“ thinks he penned the 63° pfalm, 
the wildernefs about Engedi being the moft defart 
of all other places, that being upon the borders 
of the dead fea; of this place, fee the note on 


Fofh. xv. 62. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


AUL being returned from following the PJi-|them out of his country, and purfued them to their 
liftines, renews his purfuit after David, ¥.1,2.|own: that it was told bim, faying, behold, David 


and they meeting in a cave, where David had the 
opportunity of taking away the life of Seu/, which 


his men prefied him to, yet only cut off the fkirt of] xxiii. 29. 


his robe, ¥. 3—8. which, calling after him, he held 
up to him, to convince him he had his life in his 
hands, but fpared it, ¥. 9, 10. upon which he very 
pathetically reafons with him about the unreafon- 
ablenefs and unrighteoufnefs of his purfuit after 
him, to take away his life, ¥. r1—15. which fo 
affected Saul, that he confefled he was more righ- 
teous than he, and owned that the kingdom would 
be his, and only defired him to fwear to him not 
to cut off his offspring, which David did, and fo 
they parted, ¥. 16--22. 


v.11. And it came to pafs when Saul was returned 
from following the Philiftines, &c.] Having, as it 


fhould feem, got the victory over them, and driven 


t Midrath apud Yalkat in loc. 


* Ibid. 
Theatrum Terre Sant. p. 47. & Brocard. in ib.” 


is 1” the wilderne/s of Engedi; in the ftrong holds 
of it, the high rocks and mountains in it; ch. 


¥. 2. Then Saul took 3000 chofen men out of all 
Ifrael, &c.| Out of his army, with which he hed 
been purfuing the Philiftines: and went to feek Da- 
vid, and bis men, upon the rocks of the wild goats ; 
which were in the wildernef$ of Emgedi , thofe rocks 
were exceeding high and terrible to look at, full 
of precipices, and fo prominent, that to travellers 
they feemed as if they would fall into the adjacent 
vallies, that it even ftruck terror into them to look 
at them ; * called the rocks of wild goats, because 
thefe creatures, called from hence rupicapre, or 
rock-goats, fee fob xxxix. 1. delighted to be there; 
and are, as Pliny” fays, of fuch prodigious fwift- 
nefs, that they will leap from mountain to moun- 
tain, and back again at pleafure ; thefé mountains 
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David and his men chofe for fafety, and the height 
and craggednefs of them did not deter Sau/ and his 
men from feeking him there. — 
¥. 3. And be came to the foeep-cotes by the way, 
where was a cave, &c.] For the fheep to be led 
_$nto at noon, to fhelter them from the heat; fuch 
“was the cave of Polyphemus, obferved by Bochart *, 
in which fheep and goats lay down and flept ; fee 
the note on Zepd. ii. 6. and Saul went in to cover 
his feet; the Targum is, to do his necefiaries ; and 
fo Fofepbus*; and the Few commentators gene- 
rally underftand it of eafing nature; and as the 
Faltern people ufed to wear long and loofe gar- 
ments, thefe, when they performed fuch an action, 
they ufed in modefty to, gather them. clofe about 
them, that no part of the body, their feet, and 
efpecially the parts of nature which fhould be con- 
cealed, might be feen; but the Syriac and Arabic 
verfions render it, and there he lay or flept ; which 
fuggeft, that his going into the cave was in order 
to take fome fleep and reft, when it was ufual to 
cover the feet, both to prevent taking cold, and 
the private parts of the body being expoled to view; 
and this. accounts better for Sau/ not hearing Da- 
vid’s men in the cave, and for his being infenfible 
of David's cutting off the {kirt of his garment, and 
beft agrees with the ufe of the phrafe in Fudg. iti. 
24. the only place befides this in-which it is ufed ; 
fee the note there: and David and bis men remained 
tn the fides of the cave; unfeen and unobferved by 
Saul, even 600 of them; nor need this feem ftrange, 
fince in thofe parts of the world there were caves 
exceeding large, made fo either by nature or art. 
Vanfleb” {peaks of a cave in Egypt fo extraordinary 
large, that, without hyperbole, 1000 horfe might 
there draw up in battle-array, and of another larger 
than that; and Strabo fays‘, that towards Arabia 
and /turea are mountains difficult to be pafied, and 
in which are deep. caves, one of which would hold 
4000 men: and as the mouths of thefe caves were 
generally narrow, and the farther parts of them 
large, and alfo dark, perfons at the entrance of 
them could be feen, when thofe in the more re- 
mote parts could not; and this cave is faid to 
be extremely dark *, which accounts for Saul’s 
being feen when he came into the cave, whereas 
David and his men could not be feen by him. 
¥.4. And the men of David faid unto him, &c.| 
Some of his principal men, who were about him, 
and near him, fuch as foab and Adifhai: bebold, 
the day of which the Lord faid unto thee, now the 
time was come that he {poke of to him by Samuel, 
or Gad, or to himfelf directly : debold, I-will de- 
liver thine enemy into thine band; and fuch was Saul, 
as appeared by his feeking to take away his life ; 
and now he was inthe hand of David to take away 
his life, if he plealed: that thou mayeft do to him 
as it foall feem good unto thee, an opportunity of 
this kind now offered: then David arofe ; from that 
part of the cave in which he was, the farther part 
of it: and cut off the frirt of Saul’s robe privily ; 
unawares to him, and unobferved by him, which 
"might be eafily done, if Sau? was afleep, and it is 
probable he was; and by the fame way it may be 
accounted for, that he did not hear the difcourfe 
that paffed between David and his men, | 
¥. 5. And it came to pafs afterward, that David's 
beart [mote him, 8&c.] His confcience accufed him, 
and he repented of what he had done: Jdecau/e be 
bad cut off Saul’s fkirt , which though lefs than. 
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have thoughts of doing, yet was confidered by him 
as a great indignity to his fovereign, and therefore 
fat uneafy on his mind. 

¥.6. And he faid unto his men, &c.} When he 
returned and brought the -fkirt of Saul’s garment 
in his hand; or elfe he faid this before that, tho’ 
here mentioned, when they moved it to him to 
difpatch him, as he had a fair opportunity of do- 
ing it: God forbid that I foould do this thing unto 
my mafter, the Lord’s anointed, and which ke could 
not think of but with deteftation and abhorrence, 
fince he was his fovereign Lord and mafter, and 
he a fubject of his, and was anointed by the order 
of God, and his perfon facred: to ftretch forth my 
hand againft him; to take away his life; to cut off 
the fkirt of his garment gave him uneafinefs, but 
to flay him, the thought of it was fhocking to 
him : feeing he is the anointed of the Lord, anoint- 
ed by Samuel to be king, by order of the Lord. 

¥. 7.80 David flayed bis fervants with thefe words, 
&c.] Or pacified them, as the Zargum, and made 
them quiet and eafy in that he had not flain him, 
and reconciled their minds to his conduct, and re- 
{trained them from laying hands on him, by ob- 
ferving to them, that he was the anointed of the 
Lord: and fuffered them not to rife againft Saul; to . 
take away his life ; he not only argued with them, 
but laid his commands on them that they fhould 
not flay him : dut Saul rofe up out of the cave, and 
went on his way ; he rofe from his fleep, and went 
cut of the cave unhurt, and proceeded on in the 
way he came to the fheep-cotes, and which led 
on farther, ¥. 3. . 

¥.8. David alfo arofe afterward, &c.] After 
Saul was gone: and went out of the cave; where 
he had been all the time that Sau/ had been in it: 
and cried after Saul; with.a loud voice: my Jord 
the king ; by which titles Sau7 would know that he 
was called unto: and when Saul looked behind him; 
to fee who it was that called unto him: David 
ftooped with bis face to the earth, and bowed: giv- 
ing reverence and honour to him asa king; fee the 
note on ch. xx. 41. ; 

¥.9. And David faid to Saul, wherefore heareft 
thou mens words, &c,.| . The falfe charges and ac- 
cufations, that fome of Saul’s courtiers brought 
again{t David, as Doeg the Edomite, and fuch like 
fycophants and flatterers, to whom Sau/ hearkened, 
and believed what they faid, and a¢ted upon it. Da- 
vid chofe rather to lay the blame on Sau/’s courtiers 
than on himfelf; and he began with him in this way, 
the rather to reconcile him to him, and caufe him ro 
liften to what he had to fay: and reprefents them 
as faying to him, behold, David feeketh thy burt ? 
feeks. to take away thy life, and feize upon thy 
crown and throne; than which nathing was more 
foreign from him. Pe 

y¥.10. Bebold, this day thine eyes have feen, &c.] 
Or may fee; there is full proof and evidence of ir, 
and which wHl be prefently fhown: bow that the 
Lord had delivered thee to-day into mine hand in 
the cave ; from whence they were both juft come: 
and {ome bade me kill thee ; fome of the men that 
were with David, fome of his officers or principal 
friends put him upon it, having a fair opporta- 
nity, and thinking it no evil, fince he was his 
enemy, and fought his life: or it faid, kill thee, 
my heart prompted me to it, that faid fo at firft, 
as Ben Gerfom interprets it ; forme refer it to God, 
who in his providence faid fo, or fo it might be 


‘what his fervants put him upon, and he might under- 
* Hierozoic. par. 1, 1. 2. ¢. 45. col. 467, 468. ; @ Antig. 1. 6. ¢. 13. §. 4. » Relation of a 
Voyage, p. 227. © Geograph, 1. 16. p, 520. ‘4 Le Bruyn’s Voyage to the Levant, ch. 51. p. 199. 
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* underftood by David, as if providence directed 
him to it, by giving him fuch an opportunity of 
doing it: .bu¢ mine eye fpared thee, had pity on 
him, and notwithftanding the fuggeftions of friends, 
and of his own heart at firft, or the feeming direc- 


tion of providence, , yet he had mercy on him, |, 


and forbore flaying him: and I faid, I will-not put 
forth my band againft my lord, and king, whofe 
fubje& Lam: for be is the Lord’s anointed, the 
Lord has raifed him to this dignity ; invefted him 
with the. office of a king, and as fuch I regard 
him, and therefore have refrained mine hand from 
him, from hurting him. 

y.11. Moreover, my father, &c.] So, he was 
in a natural fenfe, as having married his daughter ; 
and in a civil fenfe, as he was a king, and was, or 
ought to have been, the father of his country, and 
to treat his fubjects as his children, and David 
among the reft: fee, yea fee, the fkirt of thy robe 
in my band, look on it again and again; view it 
with the eyes of thy body intently, that thou 
mayett be fatisfied of it, and behold with the eyes 
of thy. mind and underftanding, and confider that 
I could as eafily have had thine head in my hand, 
as the fkirt of thy robe; and here fee an inftance 
and proof of the integrity and fincerity of my 
heart, and cordial affections to thee, and an evi- 
dence againft all the charges and accufations of 
my enemies, and that I have no ill defign upon 
thy perfon and life, and am far from feeking thy 


hurt, as they fay : for in that I cut off the fkirt of 


thy robe, and killed thee not, not only did that to 
fhew that he was in his power, but did not cut 
off his head, as he could: know thou, and fee, 
that there is neither evil nor tran[greffion in mine 
band; this might be a full conviction to him, that 
he had no ill, neither in his heart nor hand to do 
unto him: and I have not finned againft thee; done 
nothing to offend him, never acted againft his 
will, nor difobeyed any of his commands, or had 
been -guilty of one overt act of treafon or rebel- 
lion, but all the reverfe : ‘yet thou bunteft my foul, 
to take it ; purfued him from place to, place, hunt- 
ed him in the wilderneffes of Zipb and Maon, and 
upon the rocks of Engedi, as a partridge on the 
mountains ; and lay in wait for him to kill him, 
as the Targum: he may be thought to have penned 
the /eventh pfalm at this time, or on this occafion ; 
at leaft there are fome paflages in it, which feem 
to refer to his prefent circumftances. 

' ¥. 12. The Lord judge between mé and thee, &c,| 
And make it appear who is in the right, and who 
in the wrong: and the Lord avenge me of thee; 
if he continued thus to perfecute him : du¢ mine hand 
foall not be upon thee, to kill thee, though it may 
be in my power again to do it,. as it has been ; 
but this I am-determined upon, let me fuffer what 


I will, I will not lay hands on thee to do thee‘any| 


hurt,; but leave thee with God to requite all the 
evil done to me by thee. . ee 

_¥. 13. As faith the proverb of the ancients, &c.) 
It is.an old faying, has been long’in ufe, and may 
be applied to the prefent cafe; or the proverd of 


the. ancient. one, of the oldeft man, the firft man. 


Adaip, and.of all othérs after him, fo Kimebi 5 or 
of the: ancient ohe of the world, the ancient of 
days, 
wickedne/s proceederh from the Wicked ; Asis a man; 
fo are, his actions’; if he is‘a wicked man, he’ll 
do wicked things 5a corrupt tree brings forth evil 


heart,.brings forth evil, things; and as if David|to him; and though he was at fuch a 


becaufe of @ 
it be hereafter : or the fenfe of the proverb may 


{pared it, which made-him Jiften attentively 


the. Lord. himfelf; fo. in the Talmud *:\he faid’: that Saul Jaid, is, this thy voice, 7 


now my fon David, as he was by marriage 


* T, Bab. Maccot, fol. 10. 2. 
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fhould fay, if I had been the wicked: man as Tam he 
reprefented, I fhould have committed wickednefs; 
I fhould have made no confcience of taking away — 


thy life when it was in my power; but my hear 
would not fuffer me to.do 


iB but or and my ban 
all not be upon thee ; as it has not been upon thee,. 
e fear of God in me, fo neither fhall 


be, the wickednefs that comes from a wicked man, 


that will kill him, or be the caufe of his ruin, or 


he will be flain by wicked men fuch as himfelf; 


and this may be thy cafe, © king, unlefs thou re-_ 
penteft: but be that as it may, which I leave with 
the righteous judge, this I am determined on, mine 
hand foall not be upon thee, to take away thy life. _ 


* 


¥. 14. After whom is the king of Ifrael come out? 


&c.] From his court ant palace, with an army of. 


men, andat the head of them: after whom doft thou 


purfue? with fuch eagernefs and fury: after @ 
dead dog ,; as David was in the opinion, and accord- 


ing to the reprefentation of his enemies, a dog, 
vile, men, worthlefs, of no account; a dead dog, 


whofe name was made to ftink through the calum- 


nies caft upon him ; and if a dead dog, then as - 
he was an ufelefs perfon, and could do no good, 
fo neither could he do any hurt, not fo much as 
bark, much lefs bite; and therefore it was unwor- 
thy of fo great a prince, a leffening, a degrading - 
of himfelf, as well as a vain and impertinent thing 
to purfue after fuch an one, that was not worthy 


of his notice, and could do him neither good nor 


harm: after @ flea? a little contemptible animal, 
not eafily caught, as it is obferved by fome, and 
when caught good for nothing. David by this 


fimile fitly reprefents not only his weaknefs aad 
impotence, his being worthlefs, and of no account, 


and beneath the notice of fuch a prince as Sauls 
but the circumftances he was in, being obliged to 
move from place to place, as a flea leaps from one 
place to another, and is not eafily taken, and 
when it is, of no worth and value; fignifying, 
that as it was not worth ‘his pains to feek ps 
him, fo it would be to no purpofe, he fhould not 
be able to take him. “ae me 
¥.15. The Lord therefore be judge, and judge 
between me and thee, &c.| Signitying he did not 
defire to be judge in his own caufe, but leave it 
with God to determine it for him in his provi- 
dence: and fee, and plead my caufe ; Jook with pity 
upon him, take his caufe in his. hand, plead iat 
and do him juftice: and deliver me out of thine 
hand, which was a prayer of faith, believing he 
would do it in due time, fee Pf vii. 6, 8, 9,° 
10, II, bce 


coming out of the cave, whom he expeéted no 3 
and efpecially what awed and quieted him, was the 


fight of the fkirt of his robe in his hand, which 


was a fure token he had his life in’ his hand,” 


David? he changes his language; bef re. ae 
he fpoke of David, it was ia fon o! x " 


daughter, and aS appeared by his filial affeé ee 
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from him, that he was not able to difcern his coun- 


got 


y.20. And now, bebold, I know will. that bod 


tenance, yet he knew his voice, at leaft fuppofed|/Aalt furely be king, &c.} Not merely by the com- 
it to be his, as his queftion implies, and witich he}mon report} that he was anointed by Samuel, to 
might conclude from the whole of his difcourfe :|which yet he might give credit; but by the pro- 
and Saul lift up his voice, and wept , being affeCted|vidence of God proipering and preferving him, 


with the kindnefs of 


avid td him, ahd with hisjand by his princely fpirit and behaviour, and by 


deliverance from the danger he was in, and yetjcalling to mind what Samuel had faid to him, that 
without true repentance of his fins; forthere may|his kingdom fhould be given to a neighbour of 


be many tears fhed, where there is no real repen- 
tance, as in the cafe of E/au, 

y.17. And be faid to David, thou art more righ- 
teous than J, &c.} By which it appears he thought 
himéelf righteous, though David was more io ; 
the righteou/nes of David was {fo glaring, that his 
‘enemy himfelf being judge acknowledges it, but 
will not confefs his own wickednefs, having no true 
fenfe of fin, nor teal forrow for it: for thou haf 
rewarded me good, in tithes paft, and now; here- 


bis bercer than he, and fo David was by his own 
confeffion, ¥. 17. and the cutting off the fhirt of 
his garment might put him in remembrance of the 
renting of the fkirt of Samuel’s mantle, upon which 
he told Sau/ his kingdom fhould be rent from him ; 
though fome think that was Sau/’s fkirt, and fo 
now he knew thereby; when David cut off his 
fkirt, chat the kingdom would be his; and it isa 
tradition of the Fews‘, that Samuel faid to him at 
that time, that he that cut off the fkirt of his gar- 


tofore in killing Goliath, fighting his battles for|ment, fhould reign after him: avd that the kingdom of 
him againft the Pdilifines, driving the evil fpirit|//rael fhall be efiabdlijhed in thine hand, and not be 
‘from him, by playing on the harp before him, andjrent from him; and yet notwithftanding ‘after this 
now by fparing his life, only cutting off the fkirtjhe fought to deftroy him. 
‘of his garment, when he could with equal eafe}] ¥.21. Swear now therefore unto me by the Lord, 
have cut off his head: whereas I have rewarded\&c.] By the Word of the Lord, as the Targum: 
thee evil, in fecking to takeaway his life at vari-|‘hat thou wilt not cut off my feed after me; as was 
ous times, by cafting a javelin at him more than|utually done in defpotic governments in the eaftern 
once, fending meffengers to kill him, -and hunting|countries, and is at this day, when one is advanced 
after him from place to place, to take him andjto the throne of another, by. whom iffue is left, 
flay him. who may be rivals and competitors with him: and 
¥.18. And.thou baft foewed this day how that\that thou wilt not deftroy my name out of my fa- 
thou hajt dealt well with me, &c.1 The cutting off|tber’s boufe; by cutting off his feed, the fame 
of the fkirt of his robe only, when his life was'in|thing in different words repeated, for the confir- 
his hand, was a clear proof and full demonftration|mation of it ; children bear the names of their 
of his dealing well with him, and might fuffi-jfathers, and by them their memory is perpetuated, 
ciently convince him he had no ill defign upon|and cutting off them is deftroying the name of 
him : fora/much as when the Lord bad delivered me\their parents. 
into thine hand, thou killedft me not ; this was al y.22. dud David fware unto Saul, &c.] That 
plain proof. and evidence of his kindnefs to him, jhe would not cut off his pofterity ; which oath he 
which he owns, and alfo the providence of God in|religioufly obferved, in {paring Mephibofheth, and 
this affair, which had delivered him into the hands|in punifhing the murderers of [/bdojheth; and as 
of David; by which he might fee the Lord wasjfor the feven fons of Sau/, delivered up to the Gi- 
for David, and againft him, and might have de-|deonites, it may be queftioned whether they weré 
terred him from feeking David’s hurt hereafter ;|his genuine legitimate offspring; and if they were; 
but it did not. it was by the appointment and command of God, 
y.19. For if a man find his enemy, will be let\and according to his will and pleafure they were 
him go well away? &c.] Or in a good way*, in|executed, who is not bound by the oaths of men, 
peace and fafety, without doing him any hurt ;|and to whom they muft be fubmitted, 2 Sam. xxi. 
this is not ufual among men, and yet this was|1, 14. and Saul went home; to his palace in Gi- 
the prefent cafe ; David had found his enemy Saul, |beah: but David and his men got them up unto the 
which Saul tacitly owns, and yet had let him go|hold ; in Engedi, ch. xxiii. 29. not trufting to Saul, 
well away from him, without hurting him: where-|whofe inconftancy, perfidy, cruel hatred and ma- 
fore the Lord reward thee good, for that thou haft\lice, David full well knew; and therefore thought 
done unio me this day; he does not promife to re-|it not fafe to return to his own houfe, nor to 
ward him himfelf, but prays the Lord to reward|dwell in the open country, but in the wilder- 
him ; and had he been fincere in it, he could not|nefs, and among the rocks, and in the caves 
have done better for him. Some connect the for-|there, fuch as were in the wildernefs of Engedi; 
mer claufe with this, after this manner, if @ man|and here, and at this time he penned the 57th 
find bis enemy, and let bim go away, the Lord will\pfalm. 
reward him, the Lord reward thee, &c. fo the Sy- 
viac and Arabic verfions. 
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I. SAMUEL. Chxxv.y.1—3. 


CHAP; XXV. 


met with from Nadal; it begins with the death of| and: his 


Samuel, which was greatly lamented in J/rael/, y. 1. 
it draws the chara¢ter of Nadal, and his wife, ¥. 2, 
3. records a meffage of David to him, by his 


young men defiring he would fend him fome of 


his provifions made for his fheep-fhearérs, ¥. 4—9. 
and Naéa?’s ill-natured anfwer to him reported by 
the young men, which provoked David to arm 
againft him, ¥. 10-13, 215 22. and this being 
told Adigail, the wife of Natal, and a good cha- 
racter given of David and his men, and of the ad- 
vantage Nabal’s fhepherds had received from them, 
and the danger his family was in through his in- 
* gratitude, ¥. 14—17. fhe prepared a prefent to 
pacify David, went with it herfelf; and addrefied 
him in a very handfome, affectionate and prudent 
manner, ¥.18—-31. and met with a kind reception, 
y¥.32—35.and the chapter is clofed with am account 


of the death of Naba/, and of the marriage of 


Abigail to David, ¥. 32-44. 


’ x. 1. And Samuel died, &c.] In the interval, 
when Sauf and David were parted, and before they 
faw each other again; according to the Fewi/h 
chronology ®, Samuel died four months before Sau/; 


HITS chapter gives an account of the death|or garden belonging to it. The author of the 
of Samuel, and of the ill treatment David|Cippi Hebraici fays °, that here his father Elkanab, 


ther Hannah, and her two fons, were 
buried in a vault fhut up, with monuments over it ; 
and here, fome fay ?, Samuel’s bones remained, un- 
til removed by Arcadius the emperor into Thrace ; 
Benjamin of Tudela reports, that when the chri- 
ftians took Ramlab; which is Ramab, from the 
Mabometans, they found the grave of Samuel at 
'Ramab by a fynagogue of the Fews, and they took 
thim out of the grave, and carried him to Shilob, 
‘and there built a large temple, which is called the 
Samuel of Shiloh to this day : and David arofe and 
went déwn to the wildernefs of Paran; on hearing 
of the death of Samuel, there to indulge his mourn- 
ing for him ; or rather that he might be in greater 
fatety from Sau/, being farther off, this wildernefs 
lying on the fouth of the tribe of 7udab, and in- 
habited by Arabs, and thef called Kedarenes, and 
now it was that he dwelt in the tents of Kedar, 
Pf. cxx. 5. Di, 4 ee 
y.2. And there was @ man in Macon, &c.] A 
city of the tribe of Fudab, from whenee the wil 
dernefs had its name, before mentioned; of which 
place, fee Fob. xv. 55. though Bem Gerfom takes 
it to fignify a dwelling place ; and that this is ob- 
ferved to fhew, that he did not dwell in a city, 


but otherZews/> writers fays", he died feven months] but had his habitation where his bufinefs lay, which 
before ; Abarbinel thinks it was @ year or two|was in Carmel, where his fields, gardens and vine- 
before which is moft likely and indeed certain,| yards were: wherefore it follows, whofe poffeffions 
fince David was in the country of the PAili/ftines| were in Carmel ; not Carmel in the tribe of JF 
after this a full year and four months, if the true|/achar, but in the tribe of Judah, not far from 
fenfe of the phrafe is exprefled in ch. xxvii. 7.| don, and are mentioned together, Fob. xv. 55. 
and Saul was not then dead ; and fo another ¥ew7f4| fee the note there ; his cattle were there, his fheep 
¢hronologer ‘fays, that Saul died two years after|particularly, for they are afterwards faid to be 
Samuel, to which agrees Clemens of Alexandria* ;\fhorn there; or bis work *, his agriculture, his 
and according to the Jews’, he died the 20th of|farming; where he was employed, or employed 


Tjar, for which a faft was kept on that day: and 
all the Ifraclites were gathered together, and lament- 
ed him; his death being a public lofs, not only to 
the college of the prophets, over which he pre- 
fided, but to the whole nation; and they had rea- 
fon to lament his death, when they called to mind. 
the many good offices he had done them from his 
youth upwards; and when the government was 
in his hands, which was adminiftred in the moft 
prudent and faithful manner; and after that they 
had his wife counfel and advice, his good wifhes 
and prayers for them; and the rather they had 
Feafon to lament him, fince Sau/ their king proved 
fo bad as he did, and at this time a difference was 
fubfifting between David and him: and buried him 
in bis houfe at Ramab , where he lived and died; 
not that’he was buried in his houfe, properly fo cal- 
Jed, or within the walls of that building wherein: 
he dwelt; though the Greeks ™ and Romans" ufed 
to bury in their own dwelling-houfes ; hence fprung 
‘the idolatrous worfhip of the Lares» or houfhold 
gods; but not the Hebrews, which their laws about 
uncleannefs by graves would not admit of, fee 


others in fowing feed, and planting trees: and the. 
man was very great ; in worldly fubftance, though 
not ia natural wifdom and knowledge, and efpe- 
cially in true religion and piety: aud be had 3000 


|/heep, and 1000 goats; fo the fubftance of men in 


thofe times was generally defcribed by the cattle 
they had, whether of the herd or flock, in which 
it chiefly lay: avd be was (hearing bis fheep in Car~ 
mel; which was the cuftom in Fudea and Syria, 
and was a very ancient one, as early as the times of 
Fudab, yea of Laban, fee Gen, xxxi, 19. and xxxviii. 
12, 13. though the old Romans ufed to pluck off 
the wool fronz the fheeps backs ; hence. a fleece of 
wool was called vell/us a vellendo, from the pluck- 
ing it off ; and Pliny fays‘, in his time, that fheep 
were not fhorn every where, but in fome placesithe © 
cuftom of plucking off the wool continued; ‘and 
who elfewhere obferves *, that the time of thearing 
was in Sune or Fuly, or thereabouts; at which times 
a feaft was made, and it is for the fake of that this 
is obferved. 2 
¥. 3. Now the name of the man was Nabal, &c.} 
Which fignifies a fool; one would think his pa- 


Nuinb. xix. I 6, 18. but the meaning is, that they|rents fhould not give him this name, though it 
buried him in the place where his houfe was, as|is a name proper enough to men in common ; and 
Sen Gerfom interprets it, at Ramab, in fome field| Kimchi thinks this was anick-name, which men 


gave __ 
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gave him, agreeable to his genius and conduct,| David fent his young men to him at this time with 
and which is not improbable : and the name of bis) his compliments upon it; and in order to obtain 


wife Abigail, which fignifies my father’s joy, he 
delighting in her for her wit and beauty, as fol- 
lows : and jhe was a woman of good underftanding, 


what he intended by this meflage to him, he ob- 
ferves the favours he and his men had done to his 
fervants, and the advantages which they had re- 


and of a beautiful countenance ; fhe was not only of|ceived from them: now thy /hepherds which were 


a good underftanding in things natural, civil and 
domeftic, burt in things fpiritual, as her {peech to 
David fhews, and which, with her external form, 
compleated her character, and greatly recommend- 


with us feeding their fheep near the wildernefs of 
Paran, which was not far trom Carmel and Maon : 
we burt them not; by taking any of their fheep 
and lambs from them, or by abufing, beating them, 


ed her ; which is the character 2/ianus* gives of|Or giving theth ill language ; or did not put them 


Afpafia, wife and fair: but the man was churlifh 
and evil in bis doings ; morofe and ill-natured in 
the temper and difpofition of his mind, and wicked 
in his converfation, and fraudulent and opprefflive 
in his dealings with men: and he was of .the houfe 


to foame*, by denying them any thing they afked 
of them, which was in their power to grant; nor 
mocked and fcoffed at them, and jeered them on 
account of their occupation: weither was there 
ought miffing unto them; they did not fteal a fheep 


of Caleb; or he was a Caledite”, a defcendant of|or lamb from them, as was common for foldiers 


that great and good man Ca/eb the fon of Fepbun- 
nee ; which was an aggravation of his wicked- 
nefs, that he fhould be the degenerate plant of fuch 
a noble vine: fome interpret it, be was as bis heart, 
as his heart was bad, fo was he; fome men, their 
outfide is better than their infide; but this man 
was no hypocrite, he was as bad outwardly as he 
was inwardly ; the word Ca/eb fometimes fignifies 
a dog; hence the Septuagint verfion renders it, a 
doggifh man, a Cynic; and to the fame purpofe 
are the Syriae and 4radic verfions ; and fo fome 


to do; nor did they fuffer any.of thé drads, that 
dwelt in the wildernefs of Paraz, to rob them, who 
lived upon plunder, or any of the wild beafts to 
hurt them, as much as in them lay; fo careful 
were they of them, and were a wall unto them by 
night and day, as Nabdal’s fervants owned, y¥. 16. 
and this was the cafe, al/ the while they were in 
Carmel; or in the fields, ¥. 15. which were joining 
to the wildernefs of Paran. 

¥.8. AR thy young men, and they will foew thee, 
&c.]The fhepherds before mentioned, who kept their 


Fewifa writers interpret it; but the Targum, Far-| flocks hard by them: wherefore let the young men 
chi and Kimchi fupply it as we do, that he was of|jind favour in thine eyes; the ten young men David 
the houfe or family of Caleb, and fo of the tribe|fent to Nabal: fur we are come in a good day; a 


of Fudab, as David was. 
. ¥. 4 And David beard in the wildernefs, &c.] 
Jn the wildernefs of Paran, where he was, and a 
wildernefs it was to him, being in want of food, 
as the following relation fhews: that Nabal did 
focar his foeep , when there was generally good liv- 
ing, and fo a proper perfon, and a proper time for 
David to apply for the relief of his wants. 

¥. 5. And David fent out ten young men, &c.] 
Such perfons, and fuch a number of them he fent 
to fhew honour and reverence to Nabal: and David 
faid unto the young men, get ye upto Carmel, which 
lay higher than the wildernefs, in which he was : 
and go to Nabal, and greet bim in my name; afk 
him of his peace and welfare, as the Targum;. wifh 
all health and happinefs in my name, prefent my 
fervice and beft refpects to him. 

¥.6. And thus foall ye fay to him that liveth in 
profperity, &c.] That lives, whilft others, as David 
and his men, might be rather faid to ftarve than 
live; they lived in great meannefs, but he in great 
abundance, and therefore in a capacity to give to 
others, and particularly to relieve them: or the 
fenfe is, they fhould fay to him, ¢bus fhall it be, 
or may it be for Life; for the time of life, for the 

ear to come; at this time next year, at next 

cep-fhearing, mayeft thou, be in as great profpe- 


day in which Nadal made a feaft for his fhearers, 
as was ufual then, and ftill is, fee 2 Sam. xiii. 
23—28. and at fuch times as perfons are genes 
rally chearful and merry, fo free and liberal; and 
as there were plenty of provifions, not only enough 
for the guefts and fhearers, but to fpare, and there 
was no need for an increafe of expence, it might 
upon the whole be concluded, it was a proper time 
for David to apply for accommodations for him- 
felf and his men: give, I pray thee, whatfoever 
cometh to thine hand unto thy fervants, and to thy fon 
David; he did not requeft any thing extraordi- 
nary of him, or to put him to any expence, but 
what was at hand, and he could fpare; he prayed 
him to deliver to the young men he fent, for their 
ufe, and the ufe of other his fervants, and parti- 
cularly David, who ftiled himfelf his fon, being 
of the fame tribe with Nabal, and Nadal his fe- 
nior. 

¥. 9. And when David's young men came, &c.} 
To Carmel: they fpake to Nabal according to all 
thofe words in the name of David; they. delivered 
their meflage punctually and exactly, in the very 
words, or however according to the purport of 
them, in David’s name, as he enjoined them :, and 
ceafed; from fpeaking, waiting for Nadal’s an- 
fwer ;-or. they refed’, from. the fatigues of their 


rity then as now, and even all the days of thy life :| journey ; which they did not until they had deli+ ” 


peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine boufe, 
and peace be unto all that thou baft, that is, all pro- 
fperity to thy perfon in foul and body, to thy fa- 


mily, wife, children and fervants, and let the fame. 


attend thy. eftate, cattle, farms, fields, vineyards, 
and all, that belong to thee; and with for a blef- 
fing on him, and his, and all that were his, or he 
had ; a more extenfive one could not well be made. 


wile 2a 


vered their meflage to Nadal, and then they took 
the liberty to fit down and reft themfelves; but 
the former fenfe feems beft, and is. preferred by 
Maimonides*. 

y.10, And Nabal anfwered David's fervants, and 
faid, &c.]. In a very haughty manner, in great 
wrath, juft as churlifh, covetous perfons do, when 
they don’t care to give what is afked of them ;. who 


And now I have heard that thou baftfaearers,\ is David ? and who is the fon of Feffe ? his two quef- 
&c.] Men employed in fhearing his theep, which] tions which relate to the fame 


perfon don’t well 


was a time of feafting and gladnefs, and therefore! agree together, fince by both he would fuggeit, 
. as 


“* Var. Hift, 1. 12. evr. 
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ds if he khew not the perfor they cdmé from, and 
whofe name they made ufe of : had he ftopped at 
the firft queftion, it might have gone fo, but his 
fecond queftion betrays him, and plainly fhows he 
did know him, though he fpeaks with contempt 
of iim, calling him the fon of Yefé, as Saul often 
did. Abarbinel, of all interpreters, is of opinion 
only, that Nadal did not fay this difrefpectfully of 
David, and to his difhonour, he knew he was the 
Lord’s anointed, and the king’s fon-in-law ; but 
the fenfe, according t6 him, is, who is David ? 
and who is the fon of Feffe? are they not one man? 
but though he is the fon of Fe//2, and prides him- 


felf, faying, I fhall be king, I fhould not regard} 


that, but would fend him corn, and bread, and 
food, as much as is needful for his own ufe; but 
what can I do when there are fo many fervants? for 
they are 600 of them, and they are too many to 
relieve: there be many fervants now a-days, that 
break away every man from bis mafer ; which words 
alfo the fame writer thinks have no réferencé to 
David, only to his men; but they feem plainly 
to ftrike at David himfelf, and fuggeft that he had 
revolted from and rebelled againft Sau/ his mafter, 
as well as received and protected fugitives and run- 
agates, fuch as fled from their mafters and from 
their creditors, fee ch. xxii. 2. 

y. 11. Shall I then take my bread, and my wa- 
ter, &c.] Which include all food and liquors, 
every thing eatable and drinkable ; and water may 
be particularly mentioned, becaufe very fearce in 
the wildernefs, and fo precious ; though the Sep- 
tuagint verfion has wine inftead of water: and my 

Sieh which I have killed for my shearers; whether 
oxen, or fheep, or lambs, as there might be. of 
each fort, for an entertainment made on fuch 
an occafion: and give it unto men whom I know 
not whence they be? which is another argument 
Abarbinel makes ufe of, that he meant not David, 
but his men only, becaufe he did not know who 
and from whence they were. 

¥.12. So David's young men turned their way, 
&c.] Their backs on him, without making any 
reply ; and though they did not return railing for 
railing, they treated him with filent contempt ; 
and though they did not offer to do any injury 
to his perion, nor to take any thing away by force, 
yet they were determined to report this ufage to 
David, who they doubted not would avenge the 
affront put on him and them: and went again ; to 
the wildernefs from whence they came: and came 
and told bim all thefe fayings ; rude and reproachful 
ones, juft as they were delivered. 

¥. 13. And David faid unto bis men, &c.] Pro- 
voked to the laft degree to have fuch a rude, chur- 
lifh anfwer returned, to fuch a civil and humble 
meffage he had fent: gird: you on every man bis 
{word ; and prepare to march and chaftize Nadal 
for his infolence : and they girded on every man bis 
feword; in obedience to David, and in vindication 
of his honour: and their own: and David aljo 
girded on bis fword ; in order to march at the head 
of them, fired with indignation at the affront given 
him : and there went up after David about 400 men ; 
out of the:600 he had with him, ch. xxiii. 13. 
and 200 abode by the ftuff ; the bageage in‘ their 
canip ; the Targum is, they ‘* were left to watch 
tlie veflels ;” the things neceffary for their ufe, 

for the dreffing Of their food, their bedding, &c. 

y.14. But one of the young men told Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, &c.] Not one of David's young 
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men, as what follows fhows, but one of Nabal’s 
young men or fervants, one of thofe David directs 
him ‘to for the truth of what he faid, y. 8. this 
was one of thofe that had been employed in feed- 
ing fheép in the wildérnefs, where David was, and 
knew him, but was now at Carmel, and was pre- 
fent when David’s meffengers came to Nadal, and 
was privy to what paffed: faying, David fent mef- 
feagers out of the wilde?nefs to falute our mafter ; in 
a very kind and handfome manner, to afk of his 
peace and welfare, and to wifh him all happinefs 
and profperity ; or majffers”, mafter and miltrefs, 
inéluding both Nadal and Abigail: and be railed 
on them’; gave them very abufive language, repre- 
fented David ahd his men‘as a parcel of fcoundrels; 
fugitives ‘and ruf-away fervants; or be flew at 
them *, or upon them, in gteat wrath and fury, 
calling them hard names, bidding them be gone 
about their bufifefs ; the allufion is to a ravenous 
bird, which will fly at perfons when it apprehends 
its young in any danger. © a 
¥.15. But the men were very good unto us, &c.} 
Very kind and civil, yea very ufeful and fervice- 
able, even all the meflengers David fent, and Na- 
bal railed on, yea all David’s men, and therefore 
deferved bettér treatment than they mét with from” 
Nabal: and we were not burt ; neither by them 
nor others: either miffed we any thing ; of our 
flocks, or any thing belonging to us; they neither 
robbed us themfelves, nor fuffered others’ to rob” 
us: a5 ling as we were converfant with them, when 
we were in the fields, feeding the fheep by them; 
thus he confirms every thing that David faid of. 
himfelf and his men, ¥. 7. fee the note there ; 
and fays even more of them to their commenda- 
tion, as follows. ' : 7 - 


¥. 16. They were a wall unto us both by night 


and day, &c. | Protecting and defending them 
againft the Péilifines, who, as they robbed the 
threfhing-floors of Keilab, would have plundered. 
the flocks of Nadal; or it may be rather againft’ 
the incurfions of the Arabs in the wildernefs of 
Paran, the pofterity of I//mael, who lived by plun- 
der, and againft the wild beafts of the defert, who 
otherwife would have carried off many of their 


fheep and lambs, by night or by day: all the while - 


we were with them keeping the foeep; all which 
fhewed how reafonable it was that Nadal fhould 
have ufed them well, and given them a portion of 
his entertainment at his fheep-fhearing ; for had 
it not been for them, he would not have had fo 
many fheep to fhear as he ‘had. sede 

y¥. 19. Now therefore know and confider what thou 
wilt do, &c.] For the prefervation of her family :” 
for evil is determined againft our mafter, and againft 
all his houfoold, which he concluded, either from” 


fomething that dropped from David’s ‘meffengers, ” 


as they turned away from Nadal; or from the mar- 
tial fpirit of David ‘himfelf, who would never put 
up fuch an affront and indignity caft upon him; or 
from fome intelligence he had of David’s arming 
his men, and marching to take vengeance: for be 
is fuch @ fon of Belial, that a man canndt peak to 
him ; meaning Nabal, who was’ fuch a worthlefs, 


paffionate and ill-natured man, fuch a’ lawlefs and’ 


imperious one, that he would‘not fuffer a’ man’ to” 


fpeak to him about any thing and it was to no~ 
i? | 


purpofe to attempt it, which was'a reafon this fer- 
vant did not chufe to fpeak to him about this af-" 
fair, but to Abigail ; and fuggefts, that “it would 


fignify nothing for her to fpeak to him about it, — 


but_ 
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but it would be moft advifeable for her to confider 
with herfelf what was to be done immediately, 
without confulting him: the words may be ren- 
dered, for be is a fon of Belial that [peaks unto bim’*, 
or when be /peaks unto him, or it is told him ; mean- 
ing not the fervant that reported to David what 
Nabal {aid ; for Abarbinel obferves, there were ten of 
them, and therefore it could not be faid of them, he 
is a ion of Belial; but rather David himfelf, as he, 
and Kimchi oblerve, it may be interpreted of ; that 
tho’ he was fo good and upright a man, yet when 
it fhould be told him howWeada/ had treated him, he 
would be fo provoked at it, that he would become 
and att like a fon of Belial, ttorm and rage, and 
vow deftruction to Nadal and his family, and come 
out with his whole army to deftroy them ; but the 

firft fenfe is beft. 
¥.18. Then Abigail made bafte, &c.| As the cafe 
required, her family being in imminent danger: and 
took 200 leaves; of bread; of what bignefs or 
~ weight they were is not faid; though it may be 
reaionably concluded they were pretty large, fince 
they are not called cakes but loaves, and fince they 
were to be a prefent to David and his men, who 
were numerous : and two bottles of wine; not fuch 
as ours are, which would have born no’ proportion 
to the reft of the provifion ; but thefe were leathern 
bags which held a large quantity, in which they 
put and carried wine in thofe times and countries ; 
the Septuagint verfion is, two veffels or cafks of 
whe: and five /oeep ready dreffed , killed and dreffed 
_ by the butcher, or made ready by the cook, boiled 
or roafted ; the word which the Zargum ufes, ac- 
cording to the interpretation of Yarchi, from one of 
their Rabdins, fignifies fuch as were ftuffed with 
{mall pieces of meat, and eggs in them, or, as it 
fhould feem, made into pafties: and five meafures 
‘of parched corn; or five feahs, a meafure which 
held, according to bifhop Cumberland °, two wine 
gallons, four pottles, and a little more; of this 
parched corn, fee the note on ch. xvii. 17. where 
mention is made of an ephah of it; and the. Sep- 
tuagint verfion has the fame meafure here, and calls! words and refpectful meffage he had fent unto him. 
them five ephahs of flour: and 100 clufters of rai-| y.22. So, and more alfo do God unto the enemies 
fins, or dried grapes, as the Targum; the Septua-| of David, &c.] Give them as much health and 
gint is, one omer of them, which was the tenth] profperity, as much wealth and riches as Nadal 
part of an epbab: and 200 cakes of figs; which|has, and much more: if I leave of all that pertain 
were dried, and preffed, and made into lumps, and| to him by the morning light, any that piffeth againft 
fhe took 200 of 'thefe; or, as the Targum, 200} the wall; which is generally underftood of a dog, 
pound: weight of them: and laid them on affes ;'that he would not leave him fo much as a dog; 
one not being fufficient to carry all this provifion. |but it is better, with Ben Gerfom, to interpret it 
¥. 19. And foe faid to her fervants, go on before|of the males in his houfe, himéelf, his fons, and 
me, &c.] With thé prefent, the fight of which] fervants; and fo the Targum paraphrafes it of rea- 
fhe wifely confidered would ima great meafure pa-|fonable creatures, of fuch ‘* that know know- 
cify David, and prepare him to hear patiently what} ledge,” or are knowing and underftanding crea- 
fhe had to fay to him: behold, I come after you ;|\ tures , it feems to have been towards the evening 
fignifying it would not be long ere fhe came up|of the day, when David was marching towards 
to them, and overtook them: but fhe told not ber| Nabal’s houfe, defigning to-fall upon-him and his, 
bujband Nabal, neither the danger he and his fa-] amidft their jollity that night, and cut them all 
' mily were in through his conduét, nor the prepa-|off before morning. This muft be imputed to 
rations fhe had made to prevent it; knowing his|the fudden and violent paffion David was thrown 
perverfe and obftinate difpofition, that it would} into when off his guard, through the neceffity he 
take up too much time to reafon with him, andj was in, the difappointment he met with, and the 
perfuade him, and bring him into proper meafures ;| opprobrious language he was treated with; but in 
and which may be obferved to excufe the conduét! this, his conduct was not as it ufed to be, and as it 
of Abigail, in doing what fhe did, and taking and] was towards Sau/ his enemy. Nor is his rage and 
difpofing of her hufband’s goods, without his} paffion to be vindicated, or the rafh vow he made 
knowledge and leave; the cafe required hafte,|to deftroy Nadal and his family ; his crime, tho’ 
and it was done to preferve him and his family| great, yet not to be punifhed with death; his in- 
grati- 
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from imminent ruin 5 and befides; he might not 
be in a fit condition to be fpoken to, being drunk 
with paffion, or with wine, or both, fee y. 36. 
and no doubt the was directed by the Spirit of God 
to do what fhe did, and this being an extraordi- 
nary cafe, is not to be drawn into an example. 

¥. 20. dnd it was fo as foe rode on the afs, &c.} 
After her fervants: that fhe came down by the co- 
vert of the bill, by the fide of it, which was co- 
vered with bufhes, and fhe rode among them, in 
a way that led through them, and fo was not feen 
by David and his men; or by the fhadow of the 
hill, toward the bottom of it, where by reafon of 
that, and the oppofite hill, it was darkith, and they 
could not fee each other: and bebold, David and 
bis men came down againft ber; came down a hill 
oppofite to that fhe came down: and fhe met them 5 
in the valley between two hills. 

y.21. Now David had faid, &c.| When the 
meffengers returned and told him how they had been 
ufed by Naval; or he faid‘, or was faying within 
himfelf, or to his men, what follows, juft as 4di- 
gail met him: furely in vain bave.J kept all that 
this fellow bath in the wilderne/s, which fhows that 
he was in a violent paffion, and had Nadal in the 
utmoft contempt and indignation, in that he men- 
tions not his name, only fays ¢4is, this man or fel- 
low; leaving a blank to be filled up with the moft 
ignominious mame and character that could be 
thought of; and repents, that he had taken fo much 
care of his flocks when they were feeding by him 
in the wildernefs : fo that nothing was miffed of all 
that pertained unto him, and feems to have wifhed 
he had fuffered his flocks to have been robbed by 
the Arabs, or worried by wild beafts, fince he had 
been fuch an ungrateful wretch to him: and he 
hath requited me evil for good; he had requited evil 
to him by denying to fend him any of his provi- 
fions, and by abufing him and his men with op- 
probrious language; and this was done in return for 
the good deeds he had done in protecting his fervants 
and his flocks in the wildernefs, and for the good 
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gratitude and infolence deferved refentment, but 
were not capital crimes worthy of death, and efpe- 
cially of the deftruétion of his whole family ; the 
ews indeed make him to be guilty of treafon, in 
that he knew that David was anointed king, and 
yet both abufed him, and difobeyed his commands, 
and therefore being guilty of overt acts of treafon, 
he and his were deferving of death ; but David was 
not yet king. 

y¥. 23. And when Abigail faw David, &c. } 
Whom fhe either knew perfonally, or rather fup- 
pofed who he was by the number of men that 
followed him: jhe bafted, and alighted off the 
afs; on which fhe rode: and fell before David on 
her face, and bowed berfelf to the ground; in re- 
fpect to, and reverence of fo great a perfon as 
David was. 

y. 24. And fell at bis feet, &c.] As an hum- 
ble fupplicant, having a favour to afk of him, 
it is very probable David was on foot: and faid, 
upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be; 
which her hufband had been guilty of ; fhe defires 
it might be transferred from him to her, and be 
reckoned as if done by' her ; fhe would have it 
imputed to herfelf, and all the blame lie upon her, 


CE Es he xxv. 9 23-28; _ 


had fhe, fhe would have taken care, fhe intimates, 
that it fhould have been attended to; having fo 
much intereft in her hufband, that fhe could have — 
prevailed on him to have ufed them with civility, 
and granted their requett. > 
¥. 26. Now therefore, my lord; as the Lord liv- 
eth, and as thy foul liveth, &c.| Which is an oath, 
and refpects either what goes before, that fhe never 
faw the young men that were fent to Nadal, or 
to what follows, the providence of God in prevent- 
ing David from fhedding blood, which fhe was 
fure of, by an impulfe on her own mind, and by 
obferving a change in David’s countenance : feeing- 
the Lord hath with-holden thee from coming to thed 
blood, and from avenging thyfelf with thine own 
hand, the does not impute this to her prudencey 
and the provifion fhe made to appeafe David, and 
prevent him from fhedding the blood he intended, 
and taking the vengeance he had refolved on; but 
to the Lord, and the interpofition of his provi- 
dence, which fhe knew would have its weight on 
tie mind of fo good a man as David was; who 
upon reflection would be thankful that he had been 
prevented from fhedding innocent blood, as the 
Targum calls it: now let thine enemies, and they that 


_* 


and the punifhment for it be inflicted on her ; for|/eek evil to my lord, be as Nabal; meaning Saul, 


iniquity may be put for the punifhment of ini- 
quity : this was very artfully faid, as well as ex- 
prefied great affection for her hufband, and care of 
his life; for fhe knew, if fhe could get the fault 
removed from him to her, fhe would be able to 
vindicate herfelf, and her innocence would foon 
appear; nor would this flrong affection for her 
hufband fail of anfwering fome good purpofe, as 
fhe full well knew: and Jet thine handmaid, I pray 
thee,. [peak in thine audience, and bear the words of 
thine handmaid ; as it was but reafonable fhe fhould 
be heard, fince fhe ftood now as the criminal, 
taking all the blame of her hufband’s conduc on 
herfelf. 

¥.25. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this 
man of Belial, even Nabal, &c.) | He is a worth- 
lefs man, it muft be owned, a weak, foolifh man, 
rather to be defpifed than regarded by him; what 
either he fays or does is unworthy of the notice 
of any, and much lefs of fo great a perfon, as 
David was: for as his name is, fo is be; his na- 
tural difpofition, genius and conduc agree with 


his name; when any one knows his name, he may 


judge what is to be expected from him: Nadal is 
his name, which fignifiesa fool: and Nebalab, folly 
is with him, attends all his words and aétions. 
This character of her hufband, though no doubt 
a juft one, yet it would not have been right in her 
to have given it, whofe folly fhe fhould rather 
have concealed, but that it was his well-known 
character; and fhe obferves it not to reproach him 
with it, but to-excufe his fin, his rudenefs and in- 
gratitude, and preferve his life; and fuggefts, that 
what he had done was not to be imputed to malice 
in his heart, but to his ftupidity and folly, and fo 
not to be regarded, and was not a peculiar fingle 
action of his, but what he was daily more or lefs 
guilty of ; his folly was with him where-ever he 
went, and appeared in every thing he faid or did, 
and therefore to be overlooked and defpifed : but 
L thine handmaid Jaw not the young men of my lord, 
whom thou didft fend; as fhe had taken the blame 
upon herfelf, now fhe anfwers for herfelf, and pleads 
ignorance of his meffengers, and their meflage ; 
fhe had not fo much as feen them with her eyes, 
and much lefs heard their meflage when reported ; 


* Vid. Pignorium de Servis, p. 140, 248, 293. 


and thofe with him, wifhing they might be as in- 
confiderable as Nadal; as unable, as weak and im- 
potent as he to do him any hurt, and as fhort- 
lived, and cut off by the hand of God, as he would 
be ; for, according to Farchi, the prophefied un- 
der the direétion of the Holy Spirit. It may be 
obferved that in this, and the preceeding verles, 
the frequently gives David the title of my lord, in- 
reverence of him, and to atone for the rudenefs 
and infolence of her hufband, im fpeaking of him 
as a run-away fervant. ; s 
y.27. And now this blefing, which thine hand- 
maid hath brought unto my lord, &c.| The prefent 
confifting of the things mentioned in y¥. 18. which 
came as a bleffing from God, and with good-will 
from her: /et it even be given unto the young men 
that follow my lord; the fervants of David: in the 
original it is, ¢hat walk at the feet of my lord; and - 
which the Zargam paraphrafes, who minifter before 
my lord; and fo Abigail’s damfels are called pediffe- 
que, or that walked at her feet, . 42. and with 
the Romans, in -after-times, fervants were called 2 
pedibus and pediffequi*. This alfo is very artfully 
faid, as if the prefent was not good enough for 
David, and worthy of his acceptance, but might 
be agreeable to his men, and of fervice to them. 
y.28. [pray thee, forgive the trefpafs of thine 
handmaid, &c.\ ‘The trefpafles, as the Targum, 
either the fin of her hufband, fhe had taken upon 
herfelf, or her boldnefs in troubling him with her 
petitions and folicitations, and even with the pre- 
fent fhe had brought : for the Lord will certainly 
make my lord a fure boufe ; or a firm kingdom, as 
the Targum ; would raife him to the kingdom. of 
[frael, and eftablifh it in his pofterity, that it 
fhould not be taken from him, as it would be from 
Saul: because my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord; 
the battles of the people of the Lord, as the Taps — 
gum, of the people of J/rae/ again{t the Philiftines; 
which he had often done with fuccefs, the Lord — 
being with him, and profpering him, and th 


fore would firmly fettle him on the throne, anc ag at 


continue the kingdom in his pofterity : aud evil 
hath not been found in thee all thy days; no unjuft 
action had been committed by him againft his king 
and country, however he had been reproachec 


we rr 7. _ ‘ (is, 
a , , 
“ 


~ 


Chxxv.¥.29—36. L SAMUE TF. 5oF 


dalienalnleds and fhe hoped, that therefore none] who put it into her heart to come out and meet 
would be done by him now to ftain fo fair a cha-{him, and endeavour to avert him from his bad 
racter. defign, which his heart was fet upon ; he faw plain- 
¥. 29. Yet a man is rifen to purfue thee, and to}ly the hand of God in it, and in the firft place ac- 
Jeek thy foul, &c.] His life, to take it away, mean-|knowledges the goodnefs of divine providence, in 
ing Sau/, whom fhe chofe not to name, becaufe he|directing her to take the ftep fhe did. 
was king : but the foul of my lord fhall be bound up| y. 33. And bleffed be thy advice, &c.] Thanks 
in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God; fhould|be to God, and to thee for it, being wife, good 
be dear unto the Lord, precious in his efteem,|and feafonable ; or thy tafte *, thy good fenfe, know- 
and be carefully preferved by him, among other|ledge, as the Targum, diferetion, prudence and 
his chofen ones, and fhould be fafe with him, in]underftanding : and bleffed be thou which haft kept 
his hands, and under his care and keeping ; the|me this day from coming to foed blood ; he came out 
ews refer this to eternal life in the world to come,| with a full refolution to fhed the blood of Nadal, 
and the fafety and fecurity of his foul hereafter; fo}and of all the males in his houfe, but was ftopped 
the Targum, “ the foul of my lord fhall be treafured| by digail; who by her arguments fo prevailed 
up in the treafury of eternal life, before the Lord|upon him, as to caufe him ‘to defift from his de; 
thy God :” hence they fpeak of the fouls of the|fign, and thankful he was to God for it; for tho” 
righteous being laid up under the throne of glory*,|he had vowed he would deftroy Nadal and his fa- 
in proof of which they produce this text; and fo|mily, yet being a rafh finful vow; he faw it was 
Maimonides‘ underftands. it of what fhould be after|better to break it than to keep it: and from avenging 
death, fee Rev. vi. 9. Col. iii. 3. and the fouls of\myfelf with mine own hand; which to do would have 
thine enemies, them fhall be fling out, as out of the|been finful, vengeance only belonging to God ; and 
middle of a fling , that is, remove them fwiftly and|now he leaves it to him, and is very thankful that 
fuddenly, and with force, out of the world, as ajhe was prevented doing it himfelf. 
ftone is flung out of the middle of a fling; fee] y 34. For in very deed, as the Lord God of If- 
Sor. Seth 9. : rael liveth, &c.] An oath for the confirmation 
¥. 30. And it fhall come pafs, when the Lord fhall\of what he was about to fay : which hath kept me 
have done to my lord according to all the good that he\back from buriing thee; from doing any ill to her 
hath fpoken concerning thee, &c.| Performed his pro-|family, as he intended, though not to her perfon, 
mife, efpecially with refpect to his kingdom, asjhis refolution being only to flay the males ; but that 
follows: and fhall have appointed thee ruler over|would have been an hurt, an evil, an affliction to 
Jfrael ; that is, actually raifed him to be, and fet-| Zdigail, from which the Lord in his providence 
tled him as king upon the throne of //rael; for he}reftrained him, and that through her good advice: 
was both appointed and anointed already ; and this|except thou hadft bafted, and come to meet me; if 
Abigail \new, and was now well known in J/rae/,\fhe had not made quick difpatch in preparing her 
and the common talk of the people. prefent, or had ftayed to perfuade her hufband into 
¥. 31. This foall be no grief unto thee, nor offence\her meafures ; af fhe had delayed a little longer; 
of heart unto my lord, &c.| It would give him|David would have been at Nadal’s houfe, execut- 
no trouble, nor diftrefs of mind, or fit uneafy onjing his vengeance on him and. his: /wrely there had 
_his confcience: either that thou hajft fhed blocd\not been left unto Nabal, by the morning light, any 
caufelefs, or that my lord hath avenged himfelf;\that piffeth againft the wall; fee the note on y. 
which fhe fuggefts it might do, if he had fhed the}22, 
blood of Nadal’s family, his children and fervants,| y. 35. So David received of ber hand that which 
who were no ways concerned with him in his rude-|/he had brought him, &c:] Her prefent, ¥. 18. 
nefs and ingratitude ; or had avenged himfelf on!and which he kindly took for his own ufe, as well 
him for the fame, by taking away his life, which |as for his men ; for it was a prefent for a prince: 
fuch crimes, however great and ageravated, didjand faid to her, go up in peace to thine houfe; in 
not deferve ; but, on the contrary, it would be alpeace of mind, having her requeft granted, and 
fatisfaction and pleafure to him to, refleé&t upon it,|nothing to fear. from David and his men, and fo. 
that he had pafied over fuch an offence, and fhed|might return home with the greateft fafety in her 
no blood on account of it: but when the Lord fhalljown perfon, with thofe that were with her, and be 
have dealt well with my lord; by delivering him|under no apprehenfions of danger and deftruétion 
out of the hands of all his enemies, and have raifed|to Nadal and his family: fee, I have hearkened to 
him to, and fettled him on the throne of J/rael,| thy voice ; to her arguments and reafonings, which 
of which fhe made no doubt: then remember thine| were powerful ; to her petitions, which were grant- 
handmaid ; the advice fhe gave not to fhed blood,|ed; and to her good counfel and advice, which he 
and take vengeance, for ‘which he would then be|took ; avd Lave accepted thy perfon; done as fhe 
thankful, and gratefully remember: fome, as Bez|defired, forgave the offence, and fo lifted her up, 
Gerfom, think, the faid this under a fpirit of pro-|as the word fignifies, and made her countenance 
phecy, that Naval fhould die quickly, and fhejcheerful; received her prefent kindly, and took 
fhould be David’s wife; but rather her meaning}well all fhe faid and did; and promifed to grant 
is, that when he fhould be king, and fhe fhould|her, for the future, any thing that lay in his power, 
apply to him on any account, to have juftice done|whenever fhe fhould apply to him, fee od xlii. 
her, and to be affifted and relieved when oppreffed, | 8, 9. ; 
that he would then remember her, and fhew her} y. 36. And Abigail came to Nabal, &c.} Hav- 
favour. ing fped with David, and taken her leave of him, 
¥. 32. And David faid to Abigail, 8cc.] Having|fhe returned home to her hufband Nadal : and be- 
heard her out, and being overcome with her rhe-| hold, he held a feaft in bis houfe like the feaft of a 
_ toric and powerful arguments: Z/effed be the Lord|king ; both for the number of difhes on his table, 
God of Ijrael, which fent thee this day to meet me ;\and ef guefts at it, though only on the account of 


fheep- 


© T. Bab, Sabbat, fol. 152. 2. f Moreh Nevochim, par, 1. ¢. 41. $ Jy fapor tuusy 
Pifcator ; difcretio tua, Montanus. 
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given to another man, with whom fhe lived ing 
adultery ; or as divorced by David, as the = Mite, 
fay, David by the law of God was free from her, 
Thefe meffengers were fent by David at a conve- 
nient time, at a proper diftance from the death of © 
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fheep-fhearing ; but very probably there we 
others that were invited to this entertaintment, 
befides the fhearers ; covetous men are generally 
very profufe-when they make feafts: aud Nabal’s 
heart was merry within him, for he was véry drunken ; 
which was a very ill example for the mafter of the: 
feaft to fet, and was one inftance among others of 


q 
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his folly, and of his conduct anfwering to his 
name: wherefore fhe tald him nothing lefs or more 
until the morning-light ; where fhe had been, and 
what fhe had been about, the danger that he and 
the whole family were in through his rude and 
churlifh behaviour towards David and his men ; 
and how fhe had prevented it by a timely applica- 
tion to David, meeting him when in full march, 
and ina great paffion, and with a firm refolution 
to deftroy him and his ; but finding Nadal in fuch 
a condition, bereaved of his reafon, and uncapa- 
ble of attending to what fhe fhould fay, faid not 
one word about it til] the next morning. 
¥.37. But it came to pafs in the morning, when 
‘the wine was gone out of Nabal, &c.] When he 
had flept, and was become fober, and fo capable 
of attending to, and underftanding what might be 
related to him: and bis wife bad told him thefe 
things ; recorded in this chapter, before obferved : 
that bis heart died within him, and be became as a 
ftone; he fwooned away, became as cold as a ftone, 
and remained as fenfelefs, fpoke not a word, but 
Jay in a ftupor; the Yew7/b writers generally fay, 
this was occafioned by the diftrefs and uneafinefs 
the prefent his wife carried to David gave him; 
but it is more likely the fenfe of the danger that 
was impreffed upon his mind, which he had been 
expofed to through his carriage to David and his 
men ; who, he feared, notwith{tanding all his wife 
faid, would return and take vengeance on him. 
¥. 38. Aud it came to pafs about ten days after, 
&c.] After he had Jain in this ftupid and fenfe- 
lefs manner for ten days: that the Lord fmote Na- 
bal that he died; with fome difeafe, or increafed 
the grief of his heart, and the fears of his mind, 
that he died therewith. 
¥.39. And when David heard that Nabal was 
dead, &c.] As he foon might, Maen and Carmel 
not being far from the wildernefs where David 
was: be faid, bleffed be the Lord that hath pleaded 
ibe caufe of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, 
not that he rejoiced at the death of Nadal, fimply 


Nabal; and he chofe rather to fend mefiengers iat 
than toego himielf, left being denied he fhould be 


put to fhame, fhe being a rich widow, and h 
, > aa ©) 
poor perfecuted man, and that her anfwer mi 


be entirely free and unawed by him, and that it 


might appear that fhe was not taken to him by 
force ; and befides, fuch a method has been always 
reckoned moft honourable with great perfonages. — 
¥. 40. And when the fervants of David were come 
to Abigail to Carmel, &c.| For though Nadal lived 
in Maon, yet having poffeffions in Carmel, he had 
no doubt an houfe there alfo; and here ddigail was, 
and perhaps chofe to be after his death, rather than 
at Maon: they /pake unto her, delivered the mef- 
fage to her they were fent with by David: faying, 
David fent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wifes 
that is, to treat with her about his marriage to her, 
to propofe it to her, andiif they could prevail upon. 
her, to bring her with them, that David might 
efpoufe her. "a 
¥.41. And fhe arofe, and bowed herfelf om her 
face to the earth, &c.} As the did before David, 
y¥. 23. and did as fhe would have done had he been 
prefent, confidering his meffengers as perfonating 
him, and therefore fhewed the fame refpeét and reve- 
rence, and did the fame honour, as if he had been 
there in perfon: and faid; exprefied herfelf in fuch 
language as if David had been before her: beheld, 
let thine handmaid be a fervant to wafh the feet 
of the fervants of my lord; which the faid through 
her great humility, this being one of the meaneft. 
fervices fhe could be put to; intimating, that the 
was fo far from being worthy to be the wife of 


fuch a man, that fhe was only fit, and it would” 


be honour enough to her, to perform the meaneft 
fervices to thofe that waited upon him; or her 
fenfe is, that it would be enough for her to be the 
wife of one of David’s fervants, and not his; it 
being the bufinefs of a wife, as Ben Gerfom ob- 
ferves, to wafh the feet of her hufband. ~ 4)” 

¥. 42. And Abigail hafted and arofe, &c.| She 
had no objection nor hefitation in her mind about 
marrying David, but at once confented, and imme- 
diately prepared for her journey, having as high 
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confidered, or from a private fpirit of revenge ; 
but becaufe of the glory of divine juftice; which 
he had fhewn to him in vindicating him from the 
reproach Nadal had caft upon him, and particu- 
larly was thankful for what follows : and bath kepi 
his fervant from evil, from flaying Nabal with 
his own hand, and doing hurt to his family : for 
‘the Lord hath returned the wickedne/s of Nabal upon 
his own bead ; and upon no other, none of’ his fa- 
mily fuffered but himfelf, and which was another 
caufe of thankfulnefs to David; had he been fuf- 
fered to have done as he in his wrath determined, 
not only Nadal, but all the males in his houfe had 
been cut off ; but now thro’ the righteous judgment 
of God. only Nadal fuffered, and not any of his 
family : and David fent and communed with Abi 
gail, by his meffengers to her; or concerning her", 
about marrying her: to take ber to him to wife, 
for being both a beautiful and wife woman, he 
thought her a proper perfon to be his wife ; which 
fhe might lawfully become, Nadal being dead, and 
Michal, David's wife, being taken from him, and 


an opinion, and as great an efteem of David, axhe 
of her; and tho fhe was rich, and he poor, this was ~ 
no obftacle in the way, fhe knew and believed 

he would be king of I/rael, y. 30, 31. and tho’ he 

could not fupport her, fhe had enough to fupport — 
herfelf, and fupply him, tillhe came to the throne: 
and rode upon an afs, with five damfels of bers that 
went after hers whom fhe took with her, partly 
to wait upon her, and partly for her honour, and ~ 
the honour of David, whom fhe was going to 


marry: aad fhe went after the meffengers-of Da- 
vid; not following them direétly, ee pe ole ; 
after they were gone; partly for the fake of de ie 
cency, and partly that they going before might ac 
quaint David with the fisceats a sna eae 
and he might prepare to receive Abigail when 
came: and became bis wife; he efpoufed and 
her according to the cuftom.of the tim 
¥. 43. And David alfo took Abincam of 
&c}] <A city in the tribe of Judah, Fafp. 
that is, he took her to wife, and as it feems before 
Abigail became his wife ; fee 2 Sam. iii, 2, 3. 
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they were aljo both of them bis wives; polygamy, 
though not agreeable to the law of nature, nor the 
law of God, was a cuftom which prevailed in thofe 
times, which good men gave into, though not to 
be commended for it. 

¥. 44. Bat Saul bad given Michal bis daughter, 
Davia’s wife; to Phalti the fon of Laifh, &c.| + Or 
for Saul, &c.* which is a reafon for his marrying 
again, but no reafon for marrying more wives than 
one. Michal was his firft wite, and they lived lov- 
ingly together, until David was obliged to flee from 
Saul; and then he gave her to another ; partly to 
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vex David, and partly if he could to break the re- 
lation between him and David, that he might not 
be thought to be his fon-in-law, and he to perfe- 
cute one in fuch a relation to him; and that this 
might not give David any fhew of claim, or be 
the means of his rifing tothe throne. This Phalti, 
to whom he gave her, is called Phaltiel, 2 Sam. 
iii. 15. which was of Gallim ; which very proba- 
bly was a city in the tribe of Benjamin, fince it is 
mentioned with feveral cities of that tribe; and as 
near Gibeah of Saut/, I, X. 29, 30. 
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CHAP. XXVI, 


T 


formation of the Ziphites, went out again 


| o ; 
HIS chapter relates that Saw/, upon the in-|baving 3000 chojen men of Ifrael ; young men, fo 


called, becaufe ufually chofen for bufinefs, and for 


with an.armed force to. feek David, ¥.1, 2, 3; of} war particularly, rather than old men; the fame 


which David having intelligence, and of the place 
where he pitched, came with one of his men and 
reconnoitred his camp, and finding Sau/ and his 
men afleep, took away his fpear, and the crufe of 
water at his head, and departed, without taking 
taking away his life, though folicited to it by his 
fervant, ¥. 4—12. which {pear and crufe of wa- 
ter he produced to the reproach of Abner, Saul’s 
general, and as a teftimony of his fincere regard 
to Saul, and that he had no defign upon his life, 
¥. 13—20. of which Saul being convinced, bleffed 
‘David, and returned home again, ¥. 21—25. 


y. 1. And the Zipbites came anto Saul-to Gibeab, 
&c.] Of Benjamin, called fometimes Gibeach of 
Saul, becaufe it was the place of his birth and re- 
fidence ; hither Sau/ had returned after his laft in- 
terview with David; whether notwithftanding what 
had paffled between him and. David, he had pri- 
vately encouraged the Ziphites to watch David, and 
give him information of him where he was, and 
when it was a proper opportunity to feize him ; or 
whether the Ziphites were fo officious as of them- 
felves to acquaint him with it, is not certain; the 
latter is probable, fince having attempted to be- 
tray David, they might fear, that fhould he come 
to the throne, he would remember it, and therefore 
they’ might be defirous of having him cut off by 
the hand of Saul: faying, doth not David bide bim- 
Self in the bill of Hachilah, which is before Fefoi- 
mon? the fame place where he was, when the 
Zipbites before gave information of him, ch. xxiii. 
10. here he might chufe to be, fuppofing that the 
Ziphites now would not meditate any thing againft 
him, fince Seu/ had declared he would be king after 
him, and had made him fwear that he would not 
cut off his pofterity ; and as he thought it his wif- 
dom to provide againft the worft, knowing the incon- 
ftancy of Saul, he might judge this the moft pro- 
per place of fafety, and from whence he could, 
‘on occafion, eafily retreat into the wildernefs ; and 
jt may be alfo, becaufe it was near to Abigail’s 
eftate and poffeffions, which were now a good re- 
‘fource for him. . . 
© y. 2. Then Saul are &c.] Immediately, glad 
of an opportunity to feize on David, having the 
fame difpofition towards. him as ever; and per- 
haps had repented he had not laid hold on him 
when he followed him out of the cave: end went 
down to the wildernefs of Ziph; or towards it: 
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7 Siwy Saul enim, Tigurine verfion ; nam Saul, 
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number he took with him when he fought him at 
Engedi, ch. xxiv. 2. to feek David in the wilder: 
nefs of Zipb; where or whereabouts he was in- 
formed by the Ziphites he was. 

¥.3. And. Saul pitched in the bill of Hachilah; 
which is before Fefhimon by the way, &c.] To the 
wildernefs ; the very fame place where the Ziphites 
fuggetted: David was: but David abode in the wil- 
dernefs; not in the hill of Hachilab, but in the 
wildernefs of Ziph itlelf: and he faw that Saul 
came after him into the wildernefs ; he underftood 
by fome information he had, that Sau/ had fet out 
from Gibeah, and was coming to feek for him in 
the wildernels of Ziph; perhaps onathan had 
given shim intelligence ; however he. was not quite 
certain, as appears by what follows. 

¥.4. David therefore fent out fpies; &c.] To 
obferve if he was coming or come, and where he 
was, that he might not be furprized by him; for 
though David knew the Lord was, and would: be 
his protection, he thought proper to be upon’ his 
guard, and to make ufe of means for his fafety + 
and underftood that Saul was come in very deed; that 
he was moft certainly come, and come to fome cer- 
tain place ; which he himfelf went to reconnoitre, 
as in the following verfe. 

¥. 5. And David arofe, and came to the place 
where Saul had pitched, &c,] . Came near it, within 
fight of it; fo that he could take a view of it with 
his nakedseye, and obferve -where, and in what 
manner he was incamped: and David beheld: the 
place where Saul lay, and Abner the fon of Ner, the 
captain of bis boft; where he:and his general. had. 
their quarters in the camp: and Saul lay in the 
trench ; or circuit ; not in the fofs or ditch thrown 
up, in which an army fometimes lies intrenched ; 
but this is to be underftood either of the camp it- 
felf, fo called, as Ben Gerfom, Abarbinel and Ben 
Melech think, becaule it lay ina circular form, that 
all comers to it on every fide might be feen; or 
elfe a fort of fortrefs all around the camp, made 
of carriages joined together ; and, as the word fig- 
nifies, a Carriage, cart or chariot, it may defign 
the chariot in which Sau/ flept, as kings have been 
ufed to do when not in their houfes ; and to this 
the Septuagint agrees, which ufes a word that Pro- 
copius Gaz@eus fays fignifies one kind of a chariot, 
and is ufed of a.chariot drawn by mules, in the Greek 
verfion of Jf Ixvi. 20. Grotius obferves, kings 
ufed to fleep in chariots where there were no houfes ; 

« fee 

Junius & Treméllius, Pifcator ; fo Pool and Patrick, 
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fee ch. xvii. 20, though he rather feems to have 
flept, /ub die, in the open air: and the people pitched 
round about him, both for the fake of honour, and 
for his greater fecurity ; this fhows it could not 
be the fofs he laidin, for then they could not pitch 
around him. : 
¥. 6. Then anfwered David, &c.] Or addreffed 
himfelf to the two following perfons : and faid to 
_ Abimelech the Hittite; who was either an Hittite 
by birth, but was become a profelyte, or he was an 
Traelite that had dwelt among the Hittites, ‘and fo 
had this name given him ; the former feems *moft 
wrobable ; fome fay * this was Uriah the Hittite: 
and to Abifbai the fon of Zeruiah, brother to Foab ; 
 Zeruiah was the filter of David, 1 Chron. ii. 16, 
16. and thefe were two fons of hers, who very 
' probably joined David at the cave of Adullam, 
ch. xxiix1. faying, who will go down with me t 
Saul to the camp? that is, which of you two: 
and Abifbai faid, I will go down with thee , 
the other being timorous, or 4i/bai being moft 
forward fpoke firft. 
¥.7. So David and Abifbai came to the people by 
night, &c.) Fofephus' wrongly fays, that he took 
“with him both Aéifoai and Abimelcch ; he chofe to 
have but one for the greater fecrefy. This was a 


bold enterprize, for two men to go into a camp of 


3000 men, though it was in the night ; when tho’ 
they might fuppofe the greater part of them were 
afleep, yet they could not well fuppofe this of all, 
and efpecially of the guards or centinels ; but no 
doubt David was moved to this, not merely by the 


dint of his natural courage, but by the fpirit of 


God, by whom he might be affured of protection, 
and that Sau/and the people were caft into a deep 
fleep by the Lord, as they were, ¥. 12. and this 
the Lord moved him to, that he might havean 
opportunity a fecond time to convince Sau/ of his 
innocence, and that he had no defign upon his 
life: and bebold, Saul lay fleeping within the trench ; 
fee the note on ¥. 5. and his fpear fluck in the 
ground at bis bolfter; ready to take up and defend 
himfelf, fhould he be furprized ; or this was his 
fcepter, which he always carried about with him, 
as an enfign of royalty, and by which very pro- 
bably David knew which was Saul’s tent or couch, 
where he flept : dut Abner and the people lay round 
about him , as in y. 5. . 

¥.8. Then faid Abifoai to David, &c.] Seeing 
Saul fatt afleep, and a fpear fo near him : God hath 
delivered thine enemy into thine band this day ; 
or at this time, properly it was night: now there- 
fore let me {mite bim I pray thee with the Spear ; 
with Sauz?’s own fpear, which was ftuck in the 
ground at his bolfter. He remembered that Da- 
vid would not put forth his hand to flay him before, 
when he had an opportunity ; and fince now ano- 
ther offered, he did not move it to him todo it, 
but begged leave to do it himfelf; which he might 
think would be granted, fince there was fuch a re- 
markable hand of providence in it, which feemed 
to.direct to fuch a ftep : even to the earth at once, 
and I will not (nie him the fecond time, fignify- 
ing, that he would give fuch a home blow or thruft, 
that the fpear fhould pierce thro’ him, and faften 


him to the ground, that there would be no need to 


Tepeat it. 
¥.9. And David faid to Abifbai, defroy bim not, 


&c.] He laid his commands upon him not to 
hurt him: for who can firetch forth his hand againft 
* 


* Hieron. Trad. Heb. in lib, Reg. fol. 76. M. 
* Elzochrifm, Myrothec. 1. 1, ¢. 44. col. 224. 
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the Lora’s enointeds be guiltless ? ince: Saud ‘ 
was king, and appointed to that office by the Lord 
and was anointed by his order for it, and inve 
with it by him, his perfon was facred, and not 


be touched ; nor could his life be taken away 
any without being guilty of a very great crime 


~ 


? 


would refent and punith. PRR 

y.10, And David faid furthermore, &c.| Inorder 
to make Abi/bai eafy, and prevent his doing what he 
propofed : as the Lord liveth; which was the form 
of an oath, made to affure Abi/bai of the truth of 
what follows, and therefore he need not be haity to 
put Sau/ to death, fince it would not be long ere 
he fhould die, in one or other of the three fullow- 
ing ways: either the Lord fhall fmite him, fad- 
denly, which the Fews call cutting off, or death 

y the hand of heaven, by the immediate hand of 
God: or his day fball come to die, the time ap- 
pointed for him to die a natural death, of fome dif- 
eafecommon to men: or be fall defcend into battle, 
and perifob ; which was commonly reckoned death, 
cafual or accidental, andin which lait way Saué did 
diey ch. xxxi. 3, 4. -" 

y. tr. The Lerd forbid that I foould firetch forth 
mine hand againft the Lord’s anointed, 8c.) Or fut- 
fer any about him to do it ; he dpeaks of it, with 
the urmoft deteftation and abhorrence: but, I pray 
thee, take thou now the [pear that is at bis bolfter ; 
not to finite him with, as he defired, but to carry 
off, and was no other than his {ceptre ; fee the note 
on ch. xx, 33. and the crufe of water ; which ftood * 
in the fame place, as appears by the next verfe. 
Some take this to be a pot to make water in; 
others an hour-glafs, to know the time of night, 
in which not fand, but water flowed for that pur- 
pofe: but rather this was for his refrefhment, Id 
he be hot and thirfty in the night, or to purify 
him from any noéurnal pollution that.might hap- 
pen ;’ for, according’ to Clemens of Alexandria =, it 
was a cuftom of the Yews,often to purify them- 
felves in bed: though Fortunatus Scacchus* thinks, 
Saul had this pot or cup for a religi fe; which 
he had with him, and with it gave thanks to God 
the author of all good, whenever he fat ene a 
meal; fuch as the golden cup Péilip king of Ma- 
cedon always had under his pillow when he flept®: - 
and let us go; and do nothing more; which would 
be fufficient to convince they had been there, and 
to fhew what was in their power to do, had they. 
been fo inclined. | * ab . Pa) 

y. 12. So David took the {pear, and tbe, el of 
water from Saul’s bolfter, &c.|  Abifbai either te- 
fufing to take them, fince he might not take away 
his life ;,or it may.be rather, David thought better 
of it, and took them himfelf, left abifbad— ould 


be tempted, when fo near to Sani, and his, {pear 
in-his hand, and fhould thruft -him wit its tho 

David may be faid to take them by the hands of 
Abifoai : and they gat them away; with | above 


things along with them ae it, mor 


knew it; faw them in the camp, or knew what 


they did: meither. awaked 5 at theit talking 
ther, at the motion of their feet, and taking av 
the fpear and crufe : for they were ail off whi 
was very e inary, that an : 


none fhould | 


ake, not even t 
which might 


but it is pain (| by what follows : 
deep fleep from the Lord was fallen 
“= 
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a fleep of the Lord’; fn Wiety great one, an un-}very blame-worthy, if he had neglected to fet a 
Common one ; fo great trees, mountains, &¢, are|watch over the king, whofe bufinefs it was as a 
called trees and mountains of God ; or, according) general ; the words are expreffed in a figure called 
to our fupplement, it was from ‘the Lord, he was|meiofis, in which lefs is faid than was intended: as 
‘the caufe and author of it; he caft them into this|¢he Lord liveth, ye are worthy to die, becaufe ye 
fleep, or caufed it to fall upon them, and locked | have not kept your mafter, the Lord’s anointed; if a 
them up in it, that they might not hear David and watch was fet, and thefe had fallen afleep, and neg- 
his fervant when they came among them. le€ted their duty, or had deferted their poft; which 
y. 19a ben David went over to the other fide, 8cc.]|to do was a capital crime, and deferving of death ; 
To a hill on the other fide, oppofite to Hachilab,|wherefore he does not fay this of Abner, but of the 
where Sau/ lay incamped ; ‘or paffed over the paffage>,|watch: and now fee where the king’s fpear is, and 
the valley that lay between the two hills, and perhaps) the cruje of water that was at bis bolfter, which he 
pafied over a brook that ran inthe valley, which is|then held up as proofs and evidences of the truth 
not unufual; fo Fo/ephus* fays, that he went over alof what he faid, that one had been in the camp 
brook and came to the top of a mountain: and ftood|and had carried off thefe, and who could as eafily 
on the top of ax bill afar off; he chofe the top of|have deftroyed the king, as to have taken thele) 
an hill, that his voice might-be heard at a diftance,|away ; and as he came hither with an intent to de- 
as it might inja clear air, and ftill night; and tojftroy him, would have dofe it, had he not been 
be afar off, that he might the better’ make his|prevented by David; all which -likewife plainly 
efcape, fhould an attempt be made to purfue him :| proved the negligence of Abner, in-not fetting a 
a great {pace being between them, a large valley ly-|watch about his mafter, or the negligence of the 
ing between the two hills. watch that was fet. . . . 
y¥. 14. And David cried unto the people, &c.] To| ¥. 17." And Saul knew David’s voice, &¢,] Tho* 
the army of Sau/ with a loud voice, that he might|/dner at firft did not, as appears by his words, 
be heard: and to Abner the fon of Ner s particular-|but Sau/ did, being by this time thoroughly awake 
ly to him, becaufe he.was general of the army :|through the difcourfe that pafled between David 
faying, anfwereft thou not Abner ? it feems he hadjand Abner: is this thy voice, my Son David? the 
called to him more than once, and he had returned} fame queftion he put before, when he followed him 
no anfwer ; perhaps not being thoroughly awake, |out of the cave, ch. xxiv. 16. fee the note there : 
or not knowing whofe’ voice it was, and from|and David faid, it is my voice, my lord, O king ; 
whence it came‘ then Abner anfwered and faid, who\he not only owns him to be king, whom he fought 
art thou that crieft to the king? but it does not{not to depofé, but his own liege lord and fove- 
_ appear that David called to the king, only to the}reign, whofe commands he was ready to obey. 
people, and to der their general, and therefore} y¥. 18. And be faid, wherefore doth my lord thus 
may be better rendered, y the king’; that is, near|purfue after his fervant? &c.]  Suggefting, that 
him, or before him‘, in his prefence. Kimchi and|it was both below him to do it, and againft his in- 
Ben Melech explain it, upon the king, or over|tereft ; for David was his fervant, and he would 
him ; and the Targum is, at the head of the king;|gladly have continued in his fervice, and done his 


_ the meaning is, how he could act fuch a part as|bufinefs, but he drove him from it, and purfued 
~ to call fo loud within the king’s hearing, as tojhim as a traitor, when he had not been guilty of 


» 


» Ifrael 2. none that baré fo great a name, or was in| king hear the words « 


difturb the king’s reft, and awake him out ef his 
~ fleep.” , ~Ithe following quettions + for what have I done 2° or 
y. 15. And David faid to Abner, art not thou a what vil is 1n mine band 2 what crime had he com- 
valiant man? 8c.) Or aman‘, a man of great} mitted, that he was purfuted after this manner, and 
fame for courage and valour, aman of great au-|his life fought for? what had he done worthy of 
thority, who had the next poft in the army under|death? having a clear confcience, he could boldly 
Saul, but had not behaved like a man, worthy of|afk thefe queftions. . 
_his charadter and office: and who is like to thee.in| yt.19. Now ther 


any offence to his knowledge: and therefore puts 


e, I pray thee, let my lord the 
bis fervant, 8&c.} Whether 
fo high an office, who therefore fhould have been| David waited for an anfwer to his queftion, is not 


careful to haye aéted according to both: wherefore|certain,; probably he did, and obferving none re- 
then haft thou not kept thy lord the king? took carejturned, defired audience of what he had farther to 
to have fet a guard about his perfon while he flept ;|fay: if tbe Lord have flirred thee up againft me, 
which perhaps was negleéted through a contempt|if he had put it into his heart to perfecute him 
of David and his men, as being in no fdlibos thers :lafter this manner, for fome fin he had committed 
for there came one of the people i to deftroy the kinglagainft him, tho’ not againft Sau? : did that appear 
‘thy lord;, that is, there had been one in the camp that}to ‘bethe cafe, /et Lim accept an offering ; my offer- 
wight, who had entered there with'that view to haveing, as the Targum; or my prayer, as Farchi; I 
* deftroyed him, had’ hesan opportunity, and which|would offer a fin-offering according to the law, to 
did offer; this was true’of Abi/bai, who no doubt| make atonement for  epninee and might hope it 
awent down be David into the camp with that in-] would be accepted ; or I would make my fupplica- 
tent, though David did not, and therefore he fays|tion to God, and intreat him to forgive mine ini- 
‘one of the people, not more ; for though two went}quity, and fo an iffue be put to thefe troubles; or 
in, only one with that view: David obferves}thould it be a capital crime deferving of death he 
.tothem the danger the king was in, his -careful- h 
nefs of him to preferve his ‘lifey to whom only it|his fault in that way; or if both of them had finned, 
was owing, and the negligence of Abner, and thofe 


in any refpect, he propofed to join in an accept- 
~ under his command. - “abl 


crifice to God, and fo reconciliation be made, 


> 


was guilty of, he was content to die, and fatisfy for © 


y¥. 16. This thing is not good that thou haft done, and matters adjufted in {uch a religious way ; if: 


&c.] Yea, it was very bad, a great fault, ata was the evil fpirit from the Loud that had en- 
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« diforder to feize him, which had. put! him upon|Bochart*will have it to be the woad-cock, {nipe 


* may be obliged to quit my country, and go into 


| ‘the word an ow/; the word is Kore, and from the 
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e 4 ' a rk ee : one 
tered into Saul, or God had-fuffered a melancholy )the cuckow, though h aba as oth 3 


ures, let an offering agreeable to the will |fnite. »Some chufe to read the words, re, ast e 
a gy Baal or fupplication made for the | Kore or partridge on the mountains hunts ;” whi hy 
removal of it: but if they be she children of men;|it is faid, hunts and feeks after the ne sof o he 
that incited him to fuch*iolent methods, as Abner|birds, and fits on their éggs 3 fee Fer. Xvii. i pe 
his general, or Doeg the Edomite, and others : curfed\ {fo 4 hunted.after David, thoughshe ‘could | geo * 
be they before the Lord; an imprecation of the ven- take | im 5 Several naturalifts “ obferve, ie the * ’; 
geance of God upon them :' for they- have driven me) partridge is very difficult to be taken by the hunter. - Vga 
out this day from abiding in the inberitance of the Wy. 21 7 hen faid Seul, I have ‘finned, A es 
Lord; meaning not from his own houfe and fa- Which is more than he acknowledged efore, a ie 
mily, nor from the palace of Sau/, but from the] yet it is. to be feared he had no true fenfe of his 
land of Canaan the Lord hadgiven to his people) fin, ee real repentahce for it ;_buty like Pharach, 
Hfrael for an inheritance, and from the worthip ‘of| his guilty confcience for the prefent foreed this ORs - 

"God in it, which made it dear and precious to him ;|feffion from him ; fee Exod. %. 27. return my Jon : 
he knew if Sau/ went on purfuing him in this man-| David ; meaning to his own houfe, or rather to his » 

“her, he muft be obliged'to quit the land, and go|palace, fince he ha@.difpofed of his wife to Another » 
into a foreign country, as he quickly did; fo thejman: for I will no more do thee harm 3 orfeckto 
Targum senders it, the inheritance of the people of|do it by purfuing him from place to place, as he ‘ 
the Lord : by being driven out of the jand which had done, which had given him a great deal of 

. was their inheritance, he fhoul@ be deprived of| trouble and fatigue : ecau/e my foul was pr. cious in 4 


~ their company and ‘converfation, and. of all focial| ‘bine eyes this day ; and therefore fpared,Whenhe, | . 


worthip ; the confideration of which was eutting to 
him, ahd caufed the above imprecation from him 
on thofe who wére concerned in it, and who in ef- 
fet by their a€tions were faying, go ferve other 
gods ; for by being forced to go into an idolatrous 
country, he would be in the way of temptation, 
and be liable to be corrupted by ill examples, and 
to be perfuaded and enticed into idolatroys prac 
tices; and if he was kept from them, it would be 
no thanks to them, they did all they could to lead 
him into them; andif he was preferved, it would 
be owing tothe power and grace of God; the Zar 
um is, ** go David among the people that wor- 
fhip idols ;” the Zews have a faying, that he that 
dwells without the land of J/rae/, it is as if he 
had no God, and as if he ferved an idol?. 
— ¥.20. Now therefore let not my blood fall to the 
earth before the face of the Lord, &c.] For fhould it 
be fpilled, God, who is omnifcient, will fee it, 
_and take notice of it é d eikgal pete and 
to whom vengeance belongs, he will avenge’ it : 
fome render it my blood foal! not fall joatt bres 
before the face of the Lord’; 1am continually un- 
der his eye and care, and he will protect and de-: 
fend me ; and in vain is it for thee to purfue after 
me; I fhall: never fall Ron hands, though I 


could have taken it away » which fhewed that his» 
life Was dear to him, of great worth andvaluein — 
his account ; and therefore he would neither ‘take it « 
away himfelf, nor fuffer another to do it: 7 bave_ Ny 
played the fool, and erred exceedingly; an feeking af- * 
ter his life, amd purfuing hith againy when he had * ~ 
fuch @ convincing proof of his fincerity and faith- 
fulnefs, and of his cordial affeétion for him,» when '. 
he only cut off the fkirts of his garment in the ~~ 
cave, and fpared his life. . > 
"4-22, And David anfwered and faid, bebold the, . 
king’s fpear, &c.\ And which perhaps was his.” 
feeptre, and which David therefore would not keep, ha 
left it fhould be thought or faid that he had de- - - 
prived him of an enfign of his royalty,"and be ip- ~ + 
terpreted as a token of his defign to feize he 5. 
crown and throne: and let one of the young m, ? ' 
come over and fetch it, for notwithftanding thé ace | 
knowledgment Sau/ had made of:his fi ally, , 
David did not chufe to carry the fpear #6 him 08 a® 

ring’to truft hinj/and put himfelfinte | thee eed 
Teft the evil. {pirit thowld return and ¢o ‘ 
him fuddeniv; -andy alter jhis: difpofition’ 9 
riage 5 nor would he fend any of his men with ity | |. » 
whofe lives were dear to him, Jett BE ots be * 4, 

uP 
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might be fent for it! 
¥e23. The Lord render to ever 


* 


an idolatrous nation, again{t my will : for the king 
of Ijrael iscome out to feck a flea, which leaps from 
place to A and is not eafily taken : or this may. 
denote what a mean, poor, weak, infignificant 
‘perfon David was ; and how much it'was below 
Saul tocome out with an army of chofen men in od. a 
_purfuit of him; fo the Zargum, ‘* the king of Tirael prayer of f2 th:s for David doubted not, 
is come out to feek one that is weak or feeble :** as|Sau/ might fail, yet God could not : for @ 
when one doth bunt apartridge in thé mountains 3 as elivered thee into my hand this day, into 
kings for. their delight ufed to do, as bardinel hand*; into» the hand of wdbifbai, who Let tit 
obferves ; but this being a bufinefs of pleafure, |power to flay him, avhén he went and toe 
and this a bird of worth, fome other is thought to |{pear that was at his bolfter, and would have. 
be here intended. Indeed the partridge is repre-|it, but-.David fuffered hinr not : | tT wo ula 


“ 


fented as worth no..more than an odolus, or five Stretch forth my hand againft the Lord’s anointed ; 
farthings, though 50 drachma’s or drams were or-|nor fuffet another to ftretch forth his hand rainf 
dered to be paid for one’; the Septuagint renders|him ; focareful tender was he of his life? 
¥.24. And » as thy fife was m 
this day in mine eyes, 8c.) Or magnifies 


etymology of it, one would think it was the ra- eS, aes 
™ made great account of, as being the’ life’ 
, < E . ¢ sat + * % 7 


yen or crow. archi on Fer. 17. 11. takes ito be 
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king of Iirael, and the Lord’s anointed, and fo and pronounced him Blefea himfelf, ybelieving he 
Apared : fo let my life be much fet by in the eyes of the} would be a happy and profperous man: thou foalt 
Lord; he does not fay in the eyes of Saul, as it} oth do great things; he had done great things al- 
dhould have been by- My of retaliation, and.as it|ready, in flaying Goliath, obtaining victories over 
might have been expected he would have faid; but|the Philiftines, and efcaping the hands of Sau/, 


+, 


he « had no dependence on Sau/, nor expected ju-]and keeping out of them with fo finall a force ; and 


_ ftice to be done him by him; but he prays that his}he fhould do greater things yet : aud alfo foalt fil! 


e might be precious in the fight of the Lord, |prevasl againft Saul ; and all his enemies ; the Ter- 

d taken care of, and proteéted by him, .as he be-{gumis, ‘‘, even in-reigning thou fhalt reign, and 
lieved it would : and let him deliver me out of ailjeven_in profpering thou fhalt profper ,” he believed 
tribulation ; for as yet he did not think himfelf] he would be king, fo he had faid before, ch. xxiv. 
quite out of it, notwithftanding all that Sau/ had|20. fo David went o# bis way; to the wildernefs 
faid, but believed the Lord would deliver.him.injagain very probably, putting no truft and confi- 
due time ;_ from him aloné he looked for it, and on|dence in Saz/, knowing how fickle and unftable he 
him he depended. waste and Sail returned to bis place; to Gibeab; 


_ 25. Then Saul faid to David, bleffed be thou,| where his palace was. * int 
my fon David, &c.] He defired God to blefs him, * 
Tie Sk ° 
CHAP. XXXVI. 


D AVID fearing he fhould perith by the hand] of me, to feck me any more in any coaft of Iirael ; 


_of Saul at one time or another; went into the| hearing that he was, gone-into a foreign country, 
land of the Pdilifines, which Saul hearing of,|would feek for him no ‘more in any part of the 
fought no more after him, ¥.1—4. and finding} land of J/rae/, and fo defpair of ever getting him 
favour in the eyes ‘of the king of Gath, defired ajinto his hands, would lay afide all thoughts abour 
place in his country might be given him to refide|him for the future’: fo /hall 1 e/cape out of bis hand ; 
in ; and accordingly Zik/ag was given him, y. 5,/and be for ever fafe: ‘thefe were the carnal reafon- 
6, 7. from whence he made excurfions into the|ings of his mind, under the prevalence of unbelief ; 
land of the Amolekites, and others, and utterly|and fhews what poor weak creatures the beft of 
deftroyed them ; but impofed on the king of/men are, and how low their graces may fink as to 
Gath, pretending he had made his road into the|exercife, when left to theméelves. ° * 


~ fouthern parts of Fudab, yy. 8—12. te ¥. 2. And.David arofe, &c.] From the place 


-' |where he was: and be pajfed over 5 the borders of 
y. 1. And David faid in bis heart, &c.] Within|the land of Canaan: with the 600 men that were 


2? 


himfelf, and to himfelf; whilft he was pondering) with him, having neither loft any, nor had any ‘ 


things in his own mind, and confidering the cir-|added to him, fince he was at Keilab, ch. xxiii, 
cumiftances in which he was, and things appearing|13. unto <Achifh, the fon of Maoch, king of Gath ; 
very gloomy tohim, he falls into.a fit of. unbelief,| whether this was the fame dchifh David was with 
and thus addreffes himfelf: J /ball now one day pe-\before, ch. xxi. is not certain ; it feems ‘as if he 
rifh by the band of Saul; for though he was re-| was not the fame, fince ‘he is defcribed as the fon 
turned to his palace, he knew he was reftlefs and of Maoch, as aif it was to diftinguifh him from 
uneafy, very unconftant and unftable, and not at him ; though it is not improbable that he was the 
all to be depended on ; yea, he might conclude| fame perfon. Some think * that he is defcribed not 
that Saul obferving that God was with him in pro-|from his father, but from his mother, whofe name 
técting and defending him, and by delivering him} was Maacha. ‘The circumftances of David were 
into his hands once and again, he would be the|now very much altered from what they were when 
more jealous of him, and envious at him, andjhe went to Gath before; then he went. fecretly, 
feck all opportunities and advantages againft him ;}now openly ; then as a perfon unknown, now as 
and he feared that one time or another fuch would|well known; then alone, now with 600 men 3 
offer, and would be taken, and fo he fhould pe-|then when difcovered he was feized by the princes 
rifh by him : this was a ftrange fit of unbelief hejof Gath, and brought before the king, 'and was 
was funk into, and very unaccountable and un-/driven from his prefence; but, now he came 
reafonable it was ; had he but confidered his beingjeither at the invitation of Achif>, hearing how he 
anointed king by the Lord, the promife of God to|had been treated by Saw/, and thinking to attach 
him, which could not fail, and the providence of |him to his intereft, and make him more and more 
God that watched over him from ein time : |the enemy of Saul, and fo free himfelf from a very 
there is uathing better for me than that I foould powerful one, and of whofe wifdom and prudence, 
peedily efcape into the land of the Pbiliftines and military fkill, and courage, and valour, he might * 
which may feem ftrange, when he was advifed by |hope to avail himfelf; or He fent an ambafly 
the prophet Gad to depart from the land of Moad,|to him, to treat with him about his coming into 
and go into the land of Fudab, and where he hadjhis country, | and fettlement in it, and terms to mu- 
been {0 wonderfully preferved ; and when he was|tual fatisfaction were agreed upon. 

in fo much danger, when in the landof the Phili/-| | ¥. 3. dnd David dwelt with Achifo at Gath, 
tines before, infomuch that he was obliged to feign|&c.] The metropolis of his kingdom, called y, 
himfelf mad; and feeing this alfo was the very]5. the royal city : be and bis men, every man with 
thing he lately dreaded, and curfed the men that dis houfbold; or family ; which they brought with 


” Should be the caufe of his going out of his own|them, to fecure them from the malice of Sau/; who 


land into an idolatrous one: and Saul foall defpair|in their abfence might have deftroyed’ them, as 
)| aw ; . : 
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being the families of traitors and fugitives, and This claufe feems to be added by the oy ee 


might be more readily received by Achi/b, as of this hiftory, after the death of Samite 5 y 
Be echt hope for fome advantage from them ;/might be Gad or Nathan, fome fay Ezra, and 
and belides were pledges of their fidelity to him,| Abarbinel that Jeremiab was the writer of it. 

and of their defign to continue with him s even] y. 7. And the time that David dwelt in the co 


David with bis two wives, Abinoam the Fezreelite/s,|try of the Philiftines, &c.) At Gath and Ziklag 3 


and Abigail the Carmelite/s, Nabal’s wife; whohadj|was ¢ full year and four months , or days and four 
been the wife of Nadal; of thefe fee ch. xxv.|months, days being fometimes put for a year, 
43- Jude. xvii. 10. though fome interpret it not of & 
y.4. Andit was told Saul, that David was fled to\year, but of fome few days out of the fifth Sib 
Gath, 8&c.] Who very probably had his fpies out|befides the four months ; fo Jarchi and Kimchi s 
to watch his motions, and report to him where he]and Yo/ephus * makes his abode to be 4 months and 
was, and what he was doing : and he fought no more|20 days ; but according to the Septuagint and Vul- 
again for him , by which it feems as if he would|gace Latin verfions, it was only four months ; and 
have fought after him again, had he continued in fo it may be rendered days, that is, four montbss 
the land of J/rael ; but now being gone, and in for according to the Fewifh chronology Samueb 
an enemy’s country, and having nothing to fear}died 4 months before Sax/, and this fight of Da- 
from him whilft there, he laid afide all thoughts of|vid was after the death of Samuel, and when Seub 
feeking after him. died he left the land of the PArliftines, and took 
¥. 5. And David faid unto Achifh, &cc.| After|the throne of Fudab; fee the note on ch. xxy, 1. 
Tbe had been fome time with him; if [have now| °¥. 8. And David and bis men went up, &c.} 
found grate in thine eyes ; or was in favour, as he 
thought'himfelf to be, by various inftances of _re- 
{pect fhewn him: Jet them give me a place in fome 
town in the country, that I may dwetl there; he does 
not afk for a city or town, buta place in one of 
them, though one was given him ; but of whom 
he afks it, it .is not eafy to fay; though it is cer- 
tain that A£cbifh gave it him, ¥.6. Perhaps he 
might defire it might be given him by Achyh, with 
the confent of his princes and nobles, or at leaft of 
his privy-council ; that fo it might be to general fa- 
tisfaction, andthe grant more authentic ; though it 
may be imperfonally read, as in the Vulgate Latin 
verfion, Jet there be given me, &c. David’s view in 
this might be partly to prevent the envy of the 
courtiers of Achifh, who might think that David 
was too near the king, and might have too great 
an intereft in him, and receive too many of his 
favours, and become his chief confident and prime 
minifter ; and partly to preferve himfelf and peo- 
ple from all temptations to idolatry, and corrup- 
tions in religion ; as alfothat he might have an op- 
portunity, without the knowledge of Achi/h, to 
fall upon the enemies of J/rae/, though the ex- 
cufe he made was as follows, for why /hould thy 
Servant dwell in the royal city with thee? for fo 
Gath was ; and 600 men and their families might 
feem to croud the city; and this reafoning of his 
might fuggeft, that he and his men were a {traiten- 
ing of him, and a burden on him ; and it might 
feem as if he was a rival with him in ftate and dig- 
nity, when he was no other than a fervant. of 
his, 
¥.6. Then Achifo gave bim Ziklag that day, &c.) 
A city which in the divifion of the land, was given 
to the tribe of Yudab, and after that to the tribe 
of Simeon, Fofb. xv. 31. and xix. 5. though it 
feems not to have been poffeffed by either of them, 
at leaft not long, but foon came into the hands of 
the Philiftines, who kept it till this time, and now 
it returned to its right owners; according to Bun- 
ting * it was 12 miles from Gath: wherefore Ziklag 
pertaineth unto the kings of ‘fudab unto this day ; 
not to the tribe of Fudab, though it originally be- 
longed to it, but to the kings of it, it being 
granted to David, who quickly after this became 
king of Zudabh; and this was annexed to the crown-|had they made their excurfion to fetch in the: 
lands, and ever after enjoyed by the kings of the|and booty they now brought ? and David ai 
houfe of Fudab , for this was not given for atem-|ageinft the fouth of Judah ; he meant againtt fo 
porary habitation, but for perpetual poffeffion.|people that lay to the fouth of the land of Ju 
wi 


Gefburites ; tome of the old inhabitants of the” 
land of Canaan, the remains of the 4moriles, whofe 

land was given to the half tribe of Manajfeb, but 
could never be expelled; and therefore David had 
a juft right to invade them, and if he could, either 
expel or deftroy them; fee Deut. iii. 14. o/h. xii, 
5. and xiii. 11, 13. thefe are the Gefburites which 


Gezrites ; the inhabitants of Gezer, which place. 
fell to the tribe of Ephraim; but that tribe could 
not drive out the inhabitants of it, and therefore 
David now fell upon them as the enemies of J/- 
rael, and feized on their country as belonging to” 
them, o/b. xvi. 3. Fudg.-i. 29. and the Amale- 


to root out. Thefe were fuch as had efcaped the 
fword of Sau/, and had fied to the more diftant 


haps thefe had fled to, and mixed themfelves with.’ 
the people here mentioned : for shefe nations were 
of old the inhabitants of the land, of the land of 
Canaan : as thou goeft to Shur, even unto the land of 
Egypt ; fee ch xv. 7. 
¥.9. And David fmote the land, &c.} In which 
the above-mentioned people dwelt, that is, the in= 
habitants of it : and left neither man nor woman 
alive ; for thefe being the old Canaanites and Aima- 
lekites, according to the law of God were not tobe 
fpared, but utterly {(deftroyed ; which may be 
obferved to take off the charge of cruelty that might _ 
be brought againft David on this account, Deys. 
vii. 2. and xxv. 19. though this muft be under- 
ftood of fuch that came within his reach; for 
it is certain there were people of thefe feveral 
names after this; fee ch. xxx. 1. 2 Sam. iii. Zn 
1 Kings ix.15. and took away the foeep, and the oxen, 
and the affes, andthe camels, and the apparel, and 
returned, and cgme to Achifh; at Gath, to make a 
report of what he had been about and done; and_ 


of his men and their families. 


a road to-day ? &c.) Or whither had they rufhed. 


wah 
th 


® Travels, &e: p.136. b Antiga. 1. 6. 13. §. 10, ! Seder Olam Rabba, c. 13. p- 37° 


From Ziklag, where they dwelt : and invaded the . 


are joined with the Pbiliftines, Fofb. xiii. 2. and the 


kites ; the {worn and implacable enemies of Jrae/,._ 
and whofe memory they were laid under obligation 


parts, againft whom David now went ; and per- __ 


what he brought was a good booty for the fupport 
¥.10. And Achifo faid, whither have ba made 


in, Or poured in and fpread themfelves ? or where 


a 
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without it; but exprefféd himfelf fo that Acbifo out againft and {mote fome of the cities of Fudab 
might think he meant the fouthern parts of Yudab that he might place the greater confidence in Kins § 
within the country ; which though not a downright which end would not have been anfwered, if he 
lie, was an equivocation, and made with a defign had brought any of them to Gath : aad fo the 
to deceive ; and was by no means agreeable to the words may be read without the fupplement we 
character of David, nor to be defended nor imi- make, /pared neither man nor woman alive to bring 
tated : and againft the fouth of the Ferabmeelites , toGath; and focould tell notales. Tho’ ¥ofepbus ex- 
thefe were the defcendents of ‘erabmeel, the fon of preisly fays*, that David fpared the men, and 
Hezron, the grandfon of Fudab, and fo inhabited |abitained from the flaughter of them, fearing left 
in the tribe of Judah, and very probably in the|they fhould declare to the king what he had done 
fouthern part of it, 1 Chron. ii. 9, 25, 26. and\in plundering them : faying, left they fhould tell on 
againft the fouth of the Kenites ; the pofterity of Fe-|us, faying, fo did Davids in fuch and fuch places 
thro; thefe, at leaft fome of them, at the firft|/fuch numbers of people he deftroyed, and fich 
feating of the children of J/rael in the land of Ca- quantities of cattle and goods he carried off : and 
naan, went with the children of Yudah into the|/o will be bis manner all the while he dwelleth in the 
wildernefs of udab, which lieth in the fouthof|country of the Philiftines , this is what may be ex- 


Arad, Fudg. i. 16. 


pected will be done by him in one place or another, 


¥. 11, And David faved neither man nor woman)as long as he ftays here; nothing will be heard of but 
alive to bring tidings to Gath, &c.) How David \defolation and deftruction; in fome part of the coun-— 


had fallen upon thefe people, and deftroyed great 
numbers of them, and carried off their fubftance ; 
which would have given great offence to Achifh, 
and caufed him to have driven him out of his 
country once more; though Abardinel is of opi- 
nion, that thefe Gefburites, &c. were haters and 
enemies of Achifh, and therefore were {mitten and 
fpoiled by David; or otherwife it would have 
been fuch a piece of perfidy, rebellion, and ingra- 
titude, as muft have made the name of David to 
ftink, fince it could not but be known fooner or 
later ; but being the enemies of Achi/b, no notice 
was taken of it afterwards, nor enquiry made about 
it, nor complaint made of it, by any of their neigh- 
bours : nor does he fuppofe they were all cut off, 
and much lefs that this was done that it might not 
be told in Gath what deftruétion he had made ; 
but that the fenfe is, that he did not carry the 
captives to Gath, to be difpofed of there ; for they 
would have told from whence they came, and fo 
have contradi¢ted what David faid, and what he 
would have Achifo underftand, as if he had been 


try of the Philifines or another ; or among thofe 
that were tributaries to them ; fo that it was not 
fafe that he fhould be allowed to abide in it. 

w.12. And Achifo believed David, &c.] As he 
would have him underftand his ftory ; impofing up- 
on him by ambiguous terms; infinuating he had 
been againft the fouthern parts of Yudab; when he 
had been againft foreign nations that lay to the 
fouth of Fudab : faying, he bath made his people If- 
rael utterly to abbor him 5 they'll never forgive him 
the deftruction of their cities, and the inhabitants 
of them, and the plunder of their goods and cat- 
tle ; his name will be had in the utmoft detefta~ 
tion and abhorrence, and he mutt never return thi- 
ther any more : therefore he foall be my fervant for 
ever ; would be glad to continue with him as a fers 
vant, and be obliged to ferve him faithfully and 
truly, fince his own people, and even thofe of his 
own tribe, would never more receive him ; it being, 
as he underftood it, the fouth of Fudah that he 
had been plundering. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


Bt Philiftines gathering together, to fight 
with J/rael, Saul trembled at it, not being 


David; who feems to have beeti at the head of the 
combined armies of the Philiftines : know thou af- 


able to get any anfwer from the Lord about it in|/uredly, that thou fhalt go with me to battle, thou 


any way whatever, y. 1—6. upon which he applies 
to a woman that had a familiar fpirit to bring him up 
Samuel, which fhe did, ¥.7—-14. and what paffed 
between Saul and Samuel, or at leaft the apparition 
in his form, is recorded, ¥. 15—19. which fo 
ftruck him, as to make him ftrengthlefs, and fo 
melancholy, that he refufed to eat until perfuaded ; 
or rather compelled by the woman and his fer- 
vants, ¥. 20—25. 


y. 1. And it came to pafs in thofe days, &c.| That 
David was inthe country of the Philifines : that 
the Philiftines gathered their armies together ; out of 
their five principalities or lordfhips : for warfare to 
fight with Ifrael , with whom they were continually 
at war, and though fometimes there was a ceffation 
of arms, yet never any fettled peace ; and the Péi- 
liftines took every opportunity and advantage 
againft them, as they now did; when David was 
among them, and fo had nothing to fear from him, 
but rather expected his affiftance ; and Samuel was 
dead, and Sau/ in a frenzy: and Achifo faid unto 


© Antiqu. 1.6. 


and thy men againft I/rael, which was a trying 
thing to David, and whereby he was like to be 
drawn into a dilemma ; either to fight againft his 
country, which he could not do confcientioufly ; of 
be guilty of ingratitude to. Achifb, and incur his 
difpleafure, and be liable tobe turned out of his 
country, or treated in a worfe manner, even he and 
his men, to be feized on and cut to pieces by the 

forces of the Pdiliftines, fhould he refufe. 
¥. 2, And David faid to Achifb, Surely thou fhalt 
know what thy fervant can do, &c.] By which he 
would have Achi/fh underftand, ahd fo he did, thar he 
would exert himfelf in favour of the Philifines, and 
againft J/rae/, and do great and brave things, of 
which Achifb would be made fenfible, through his 
heroic courage and valour; tho’ he meant rather 
what he could and fhould do for J/rae/againtt the Phi+ 
lifines, if he had an opportunity ; but it feems beft of 
all to confider David as quite undetermined, and 
at a lofs what.to do, hoping that God in his provi« 
dence would extricate him out of this difficulty, and 
direct him what he fhould do, which then Achifh 
would 
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fpecially after he had enquired ‘of’ one “Khare. 


iliar {pirit, as Kimchi obfervés } for fo jt is , 
1 Chron. x. 14. the Lord anfwered bim not, neitber 


42) 
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life » or he propofed to put him into this poft, that fers, diviners, who pretended to give ; inf 


witch to raife Samuel, and for the fake of that ftory:|of which there was a_ fchool not far from: h * ; 


own city, to fhew that he was buried in that Ra-| y¥. 7. Then faid Saul unto bis fervant. Bc. J ; 
mah, which was his native place, and where his|waited upon him, ‘to‘fomeé of them, to fuch 
conftant refidence was ; though as’ he fays it may|could place moft confidence in to ae 
mean that he was buried within the city, and not}perhaps only the two after-mentioned 3 /e 
without it ; but the Targum gives a different fenfe,| woman that hath a familiar /pirit, that I ma 
** and they buried him in Ramah, and mourned|her, and enquire of ber; that was m efs 
forhimevery man in his city :” and Saul had put\bottle, a ventriloquift, \that fpoke eh hed 
away thofe that had femiliar {pirits, and the wizards|or feemed to do; who had the fpirit of # 
out of the land’, out of the land of J/rae/, had by|divination, converfed with the devil, “and | is 
an-edict banifhed them, or had given orders. that}affiftance pretended to bring up a dead perfon, and 
neither -witches nor wizards fhould abide in’ the]thereby foretell things to. come ; fee the note © 


Fofp. xvii. 14. it was not far from sGilboa. Mr. 
Maundrell {peaks ‘ of it as near Nain, at the foot 
when fhe found it was by Saul. of mount Hermon ; and turning a little fouthward, 
¥. 4. And the Philiflines gathered themféelves to~|he fays, you have in view the high mountains, of 
gether, &c,] From different parts, and formed a}Gi/éoa. It is a tradition of the Jews", that thi 
confiderable army : and came and pitched in Shu-|woman was the. mother of Abner, the wife’o 
nem, a city in the borders of the tribe of J/achar,|phaniah , fome fay her name was Zephaniab, but, 
of which fee ‘the note on Yo/h. xix. 18. and Sauljas Abarbinel obferves, ‘if fo fhe would have known 
gathered all Ifrael together, and they pitched in Gil-\ Saul, and alfo Saul would have knowmher, and what 
boa; a range of mountains, near Yezreel, and|fhe was, if, as they fay, fhe was fpared ‘ce 
which Yerom ® calls the mountains of the Philifines,}of her relation to him ; nor needed he to have e 
fix miles from Scythopolis, where there is a large} quired of his fervants for fuch a;woman. pod 
village called Ge/bus. ¥.8. And Saul difguifed bimfelf, and put on’ 
y. 5. And when Saul faw the boft of the Pbili-| raiment, 8cc.| Stripped himfelf of his royal 
tines, &c.\ From the mountains of Gi/boa, where|or military apparel, as fupreme commander 
‘he had pitched his camp : be was afraid, and bis\clothed himfelf in the habit of a peafant or a cc 
heart greatly trembled ; on fight of the numbers of| mon foldier; and this not only thatthe might no 
them, and thinking perhaps of the death- of Sa-]be known by the woman,.but that he might pafs 
muel, and of the lots of David ; who was now|from his army incognito, and it might-not b 
among the Pbiliftines, and might poffibly fight] known that he was gone, and efpecially whither 
againft him, and for the PAili/tines, of which he] was gone: and he went and two men with hi 
might be informed ; however he was not with him,|thefe according to the tradition c 
and his confcience might accufe him of various} 4dmer and Amafa ; but it is not probable 
fins he had been guilty of, for which he might fear] fhould leave his army deftitute of heir ¢ 
the Lord would now reckon with him. — “ |fach*a time as this : and they came to ti 
¥. 6. And when Saul enquired of the Lord, 8c.}| by night, not only that they migk be feen, 
And this being not done truly and heartily, nor] becaufe it was a work of darknefs they: were, 
continued in, it was as if he had not enquiréd, and] about, and ir was only in the ight-feafon th 
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perfons'exercifed their black art; though the Fews *\be adviféd by him how to’ get out of the {traits 
fay it was day, only becatife of their diftrefs ir was|and difficulties in which hé was involved; but it 
like to night with them ; ‘but the literal fenfe is|argued e%treme folly and madnefs in him to ima- 
beft : and be faid; I pray thee divine unto me by the\gine, that the manes of this great and good man, 
. familiar fpirit ; exercife her art of divination, by|was at the beck of a witch, and he co be called out of 
the affiftance of the familiar {pirit the converfed the ftate of the déad by eisternees 3 or thac 
~with: and bring me bim up whom I foal] name unto\God would permit him to"appear to him, and by 
thee ; that is, from the dead; for necromancy|him give him an anfwer, when he would notan- 
was the kind.of divination fhe profeffed ; and fuch \{wer him by living prophets, nor any other way. 
perfons pretended to have a power to bringupa| y.12. Aud when the woman faw Samuel, &c.] 
deceafed perfon, and confult with him about fecret/The appearance of him whom fhe took for Sa- 
and future things. imuel; no mention is made of the methods fhe 
y¥. 9: And the woman faid unto bim, &c.| Notjuled to raife him, to check the curiofity of fuch as 
knowing who he was: debold, thou knoweft what\might be defirous to know them, and to prevent 
Saul bath done , for by his fpeech and habit the imitation of them ; though fome think that 
perceived he was an Ifratlite, and fo muft be ac-|Samuel, or the apparition, was feen before fhe made 
quainted with what had paffed in the nation, efpe-jufe of any, which furprized her; but this feems 
cially of a public nature, and which made‘a great|/hot fo probable, and is only obferved for the fake 
nioife, as doubtlefs this did: bow he beth cut of \of an hypothefis; though it muft be owned the 
thofe that have familiar fpirits, and the wizards out\word when is not in the text: fhe cried with a loud 
of the land 3 as many of thém as he had knowledge |vozce ; not fo much frightened at what the faw, 
of, or information about ; and by this it appears, |and the manner of his appearing, and as thinking 
that he-did not merely expel them his dominions, |the refurrection of the dead was come, as fay the 
but he put them’ to death, according to the law of | Fews” ; as what fhe feared would be the confe- 
God, Exod. xxii. 18. Lev. xx. 27. fo the putting |quence to her, even death by the hand of Saul; for 
them out of the land y. 3. was putting them to|jthough he had fworn no punifhment fhould come 
death, and the woman’s after reafoning confirms|upon her, fhe might begin to fear fhe was not 
this : one fhould-think for Sau/ to be told this to|fafe, perceiving who he was: and the woman {pake 
his face muft fill him with: fhame and confufion, |to Saul, faying, why haft thou deceived me 2? for thou 
and his confcience muft accufe him of fin and folly jart Saul; how fhe knew this is a queftion; it 
to make this attempt ; and he muft ftand felf-con-|could not be by the appearance of Samuel, for it 
viéted and felf-condemned ; and it was enough to|was Samuel fhe was to bring up ; unlefs with Bex 
liave deterred him from purfuing his fcheme, had |Ger/om it can be thought that fhe underftood him 
not lis heart been’ ftrangely hardened : wherefore|of another man, whole name was Samuel, and not 
then layeft thon a fnare for my life, to caufe me to\Samuel the prophet ; and fo when fhe faw him, 
die ? fhefufpected that Seuland his men were per-|concluded he was ‘Sau/, becaufe of the intimacy 
fons that came to trepan her ; that when they had|between them in his life-time ; but this is not 
prevailed upon’ her to exercife her art, would tutn|probable, nor does it appear that fhe as yet knew 
informers againft her, to the taking away of her|who it was, but rather the was told by her familiar 
life, it being death to’ practife ic. fpirit, or by the apparition, fo Fofephus* , that it 
y. 10. And Saul fware to her by the Lord, &c.]}was Saul that enquired of her ; or fhe gueffed at it 
. By the Word of the Lord, as the Targum; it is\by fome gefture of the apparition to Sau/, by way 
much that Sau/, being about fuch a work of dark-|of homage and honour; and fo Abardinel thinks 
nefs and wickednefs, could take the name of thejthat the claufe in ¥. 14. refpects not Saul’s bowing 
Lord ‘into his mouth, and {wear by him in fuch alto Samael, but Samuel bowing to Saul, and fo by 
folemn manner; Which muft furely put him in|this means the woman knew who he was. 
mind of His ofinifcience, from whom this wicked| yi13. And the king. faid unto her, be not afraid, 
a€tion could not’ be hid : faying, as the Lord liveth, \&c.] Meaning not of the apparition, but of him ; 
there foall no punifhiment happen to thee for this thing ;\fince he had {worn no punifhment fhould come up- 
the tenor of the oath was, and fo the woman un-jon her, and he fhou!d inviolably obferve his oath : 


derftood it, that he would never make any difco- 
very of what fhe did, and fo fhe would be fafe 
from punifhment; though as he was the fupreme 
governor, and a very arbitrary prince, had it been 
difcovered, he could have fkreened her from ju- 
ftice, though contrary to the law of God ;, however, 
he could not fecure her from eternal punifhment. 


or what faweft thou? for as yet Saul himfelf faw 
not any thing, the woman being between him and 
the apparition; or fhe might be in another room 
with her familiar fpirit performing the operations 
when Semuel'appeared : and the woman faid unto 
Saul, I faw gods afcending out of the earth; a great 
perfonage, one of a majeftic form, like the gods, 


y. rv. Then faid the woman, whom fhall 1 bring\or judges and civil magiftrates, fometimes. fo 


up unto thee 2p&c.| For fuch perfons, according |called, as Kimchi and R. I/aiah rightly interpret it ; 
to their profeffion, pretended they were able tojand fo the Targum, “ I faw an angel of the Lord ,” 
bring up any of the dead, that he'who enquired of|a perfon that looked like one ; for not many came 
them fhould name: and he faid, bring meup Sa-|up with him, and particularly Adofes, as fay fome 
muel 5 the prophet Samuel he meant, and no doubt} Zewi/h writers * . 
the woman fo wnderftood him, whofe name was} y.14. And be faid unto ber, what form is be 
well known; he had been an old acquaintance |of ? &c.] Of what ftature is he? or rather of what 
and friend of Sazi’s, his counfellor and advifer injage does he feem to be? and what clothes has he 
many things; and though he greatly negleétedjon? as appears from the anfwer : and jhe faid, an 
him in the latter part of his life, was very defirous ‘old man cometh up, and be is covered with a mantle, . 
of an interview with him now dead, that he might {uch as either priefts or judges wore, and ee 
an ag : id 


@ Tanchuma apud Jarchiam in loc. > Pirke Eliezer, c. 33. 
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did in his life-time > and Saul perceived that it was|cluded from hence, and anfwereth me no more, nei= 
Samuel; by the defcription fhe gave of him, by ther by prophets, nor by dreams 5 fee the riote on 
kis age and apparel; for as yet it is no® certain y. 6. he makes no mention of Urim, either be-. 
that he himfelf {aw him, though it fhould feem as|caufe they were not with him to enquire by,: be-' 

if he did by what. follows: it is in the original, jing carried away by 4biathar when he fled to Da-. 
that it was Samuel bim/elf ; which feems to make|vid; or, as the Jews fay *, through: fhame, or 
for thofe-who think the real Samuel appeared, and|faid nothing of the Urim before Samuel, as he took, 

no doubt Sau/ thought it was really he himfelf :|this appearancé®to. be, becaufe he had flain - the: 

and he flooped with his face to the ground, and bow-\priefis at Nod, and becaufe of this fhame, they 

ed bimfelf , either in reverence to Samuel, and from fay, fin was forgiven him: therefore have I 
whom he hoped relief, and therefore was all obey-|called thee, that thou mayeft make known unto me, 
fance ; or he put himfelf in this pofture, that he}wbat I foall do; which was downright inefs, 
rnight liften and hear what fhould be faid; it being)and folly to imagine, that fince God had forfaken 

a general notion that fuch fpirits gave their refponfes|him, and would give him no anfwer, that a pro- 
whifpering and muttering, Jf. viii, 19. tho’ 4dar-|phet of his fhould take bis part; or when he 
Zinel, as before obferved, is of opinion, that this}could get no anfwer from a prophet of God on 


is to be underftood of Samuel, that he bowed to 
Saul in reverence of him as a king which does 
not fo well agree with the connexion of the words. 
Some have thought that it was the true Samuel, 
or the foul of Samuel, that appeared ; fo Fofephus *, 
and many other writers : but to this may be ob- 


earth, that he could expect an agreeableyone from. 
one fetched down from heaven; one would be 
tempted to think that he himfelf. believed it was 
the devil he was talking to, and whom: he had 
called for under the name of Samuel, and expected 
to fee ; for from whom elfe could he expect advice, . 


jeéted, that that would not have afcended out of|when he was forfaken of God, and his prophets ? 


the earth, but come down from heaven ; and that 
it can’t reafonably be fuppofed that it was in the 
power of the witch, by the affiftance of the devil, 
to fetch it from heaven; nor be thought that God 
would fend it from thence on fuch an errand, to 
give Saul an anfwer, when he would not anfwer 
him by any prophet on earth, nor in any other 
way; and efpecially it feems quite incredible, 
that he fhould fend it at the motion of a witch, 
and through her inchantments, who, according to 
a law of his, ought not to live; whereas nothing 
could have given greater countenance to fuch a 
wicked profeffion than this; nor would the true 
Samuel have admitted fuch worfhip and homage to 
be paid him, as is expreffed in this laft claufe, 
which angelic fpirits have refufed, Rev. xix. 10. 


y. 16. Then faid Samuel, wherefore then doft thou 
afk of me, &c.} Whom thou knoweft to have ‘been 
a prophet of the Lord, and therefore can fay no- 


thing more or lefs than what eomes from him, and, ~ 


is according to ,his will, if any thing at all 5: the 
devil perfonating Samuel, whom Saul had called 
for, and reafons in fuch language as might be 
thought to be his own, though fometimes he be- 
trays himfelf: feeing the Lord is departed from thee ; 
as Saul himfelf owned: to which he adds, and is 
become thine enemy; to make his cafe appear ftill 
more defperate ; for his whole view is to lead him. 
to defpair, which fhows what fort of fpirit he was :. 
though fome underftand this as fpoken of David, 
and read the words, and he is with thine enemy’; 
is on his fide, and favours his caufe; fo the Zar- 


and xxii. g, 10. though perhaps no more than ci-|gum, *‘ and he is for the help of a man, whofe - 
vil refpeét is intended: but rather this was a dia-|enmity thou fhareft in ;” or who is at enmity with 
bolical fpectre, or apparition, or the devil, thatjthee, meaning David, but now the true Samuel 
appeared in the form and fhape of Samuel, and|would never have faid this, or fuggefted it, that 
mimicked him; and.was one of thofe deceiving|David was an enemy to Saul, for he was not. 
fpirits Porphyry fpeaks ‘ of, that appear in various] y.17. And the Lord hath done to bim, 8c.) To 
fhapes and forms, and pretend to be gods or dw-|David, Saul’s enemy, as he infinuated he was: as 
mons, or the fouls of the deceafed. Some * thimk alljhe /pake dy me; pretending to be the true Samuel, 
this was the cunning and impofture of the womdnjand wearing the guife of him, he fpeaks his very 
alone, or that fhe was affifted with a confederate,who} words, which he was well acquainted with, and 
acted the part of Samue/; but this is not probable. |could deliver exactly as he did: for the Lord bath 
¥.15. And Samuel faid to Saul, why baft thou\rent the kingdom out of thine band, and given it to 
difquicted me to bring me up? &c.| This makes| thy neighdour ; which words are exprefled by Sa- 
it a clear cafe, that this was not the true Samuel ;\muel, ch. xv. 28. even unto David ; which is add- 
his foul was at reft in dbrabam’s bofom, in the|ed by the apparition, by way of explanation, in- 
{tate of blifs and happinefs in heaven, and it was|terpreting the words of David; which he might 
not in the power of men and devils to difquiet it ;|fafely venture to do, feeing fuch a train of circum- 
nor would he have talked of his being brought|ftances had occurred fince the delivery of thefe 
up, but rather of his coming down, had it been|words, which plainly made it appear he was in- 
really he ; much lefs would he have acknowledged] tended. a og 
that he was brought up by Saa/, by means of a] y.18. Becaufe thou obeyedft not the voice of the 
witch, and through the help of the devil: and|Lord, &c.] At Gilgal, as Abarbinel thinks ; which 
Saul anfwered, I am fore diftrefed; in mind, being|is the firft thing for which the kingdom was threa- 
in great ftraits and difficulties, preffed hard upon|tened to be taken from him, ch. xiii. 13, 14. nor 
by men, and forfaken of God, as follows: for the|executedft his fierce wrath upon Amalek ; in {parin 
Philiftines make war againft me fo they had many] 4gag, and the beft of the cattle, ch. xv: 9, 28. 
times, and he had been victorious, and had no therefore hath the Lord done this thing unto thee this 
reafon to be fo much diftrefled, if that was-all :|day; forfaken him, rent his kingdom from 
but he adds, and God is departed from me and|and would deliver him into the hands of the a 
therefore he feared he fhould be left to fall’into|/fines, as follows: had he been the true S 
their hands; and that he had forfaken him he con-|he would have told him of fome other fins of his 
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provoking to the Lotd ; as his flaughter of the priefts 
at Nod; his cruel perfecution of David, and efpe- 
cially of his afking cowtifel of one that had a fa- 
miliar fpirit at this time, of which not a word is 
faid, and yet was the very tranfgreffion for which 
Saul died, 1 Chrow. x. 135, 14. Pra ee 
¥. 19. Moreover, the Lord will alfo deliver Ifrael 
with thee into the hands of the Philiftines, &c.} Not 
a-word of comfort does he {peak unto him; it’ be- 
ing the bufinefs of this foul fpirit to drive him 
to defpair by the permiffion of God ; had he been 
the true Samuel, he would have directed him to 
have altered his courfe of life; and efpecially his 
behaviour toward David, ‘and advifed him in thofe 
difficulties to fend for him, who might have ‘been 
of fingular ufe unto him ;.he would have exhort- 
ed him to repentance for his fins, and humiliation 
before God on account of them, and given him 
hope on this, that God would appear for him, 
and work deliverance, as he had done ; but in- 
ftead of this, tells him, that he and his army would 
be delivered into the hands of the Philiftines, which 
he might make a fhrewd guefs at, and venture to 
fay from the circumftances of things, and the fitu- 
ation Saal and his people were in; the armies of 
the Philiflines were very numerous, and. thofe of 
Jfrael comparatively weak ; Saul was quite difpi- 
rited, and-God had forfaken him: and to-morrow 
fhait thou and thy fons be with me; which if un- 
deritood in what fenfe it may, feems to be a lie of 
the devil, and at beft an ambiguous: expreffion, 
fuch as he has been wont to give in the heathen 
oracles ; if he meant this of himfelf as an evil fpi- 
rit, it could not be true of Saul and all his fons, 
that they fhould be with him in hell, efpecially of 
Jonathan, who appears throughout the. whole of 
his life to have beena good man; if he would have 
it underftood of him as perfonating Samuel, and of 
their being with him in heaven, it muft be a great 
ftretch of charity to believe it true of Sau/, fo 
wicked a man, and who. died in. the aét of felf- 
murder ; though the Fews*, fome of them, un- 
derftand it in this fenfe, that his fins were pardon- 
ed, and he was faved; and if it is taken in the 
fenfe of being in the’ftate of the dead, and in the 
earth, from whence he is faid to afcend, and where 
the body of Samuel was, which feems to be the beft 
fenfe that is put upon the phrafe, with me; yet 
this was not true, if he meant it of all the fons 
of Saul, as the expreflion feems to fuggeft; for 
there were J/bbo/beth, and. his two fons by Rizpab, 
which furvived him; nor was it true of Sau/ and 
his fons that they were cut off, and that they died 
the next day; for the battle was not fought till fe- 
veral days after this, fee ¥.23. ch. xxix. 1, 10, 11. 
and xxx. 1,17. and xxxi. 8, g. if it fhould be faid, 
that ¢o-morrow fignifies fome future time, and not 
ftri€tly the next day, this fhows the ambiguity. of 
_the expreffion ufed, and the infignificancy of it to 
the prefent purpofe ; for who knew not that Sau/ 
and his fons would die fome time or another ? the 
Lord alfo foall deliver the hoft of Ifrael into the band 
of the Philiftines 5 which is only a repetition of what 
is faid in the firft claufe. 
xy. 20. Then Saul fell ftraightway all along on the 
earth, &c.| Fell at his full length at: once, as if 
he had .been thunder-ftruck, or: pierced through 
with a dart or fword: and was fore afraid, becaufe 
‘of the words of Samuel , as he fuppofed they were, 
whofe words never failed : and there was no firength 
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day, nor all the night 5 which contributed the more 
to his weaknefs ; not only’his fears, but not eating 
any fodd, occafioned his weaknefs; ‘and that thro’ 
want of an appetite, by reafon of the gtedt con- 
cern of his mind in his prefent troubles. 

Ve21. Andthe woman came unto Saul, &c.] Hav- 
ing left him and the apparition in a réom by them- 
felves to converfe together, and perhaps on hearing 
him fall to the ground éarfie in: and faw that be 
was fore troubled by his lying on the ground, 
and the agonies he feemed to be in, and the un- 
eafinef$ that fat upon his countenante: and aid 
unto him, behold, thine bhandmaid hath obeyed thy 
voité; in divining by her familiar fpirit for him; 
and in bringing up Samuel to him, as he de- 
fired: and I have put my life in my hand; ex- 
pofed it to the utmoft danger, fince a perfon of her 
profeflion, and taken in the exercife of it, was pu- 
nifhable with death ; and efpecially fhe was in the 
greater danger, as it was Saul himfelf; who had 
by an edict expelled all fuch perfons from his do- 
minions, who now employed her, as fie perceived : 
and have bearkened unto thy words.which thou {paket 
unto me; to the oath he had taken, that no hort 
fhould come to her, which fhe confided in, and re- 
lied upon, and to what he bid her do, according 
to her art of divination, 

¥.22. Now therefore, I pray-thee, bearken thou 
alfo unto the voice of thine bandmaid, &c.| She 
argues, that as fhe had hearkened unto him to the 
endangering of her life, it was but reafonable, and 
might be expected, that he would hearken to her 
in a cafe that would be to the prefervation of his 
life: and let me fet a morfel of bread before thee, and 
eat, that thou mayeft have flrength, when thou goeft 
on thy way, which fhe might urge, not merely out 
of refpect to the king, but for her own fake,” left 
fhould he die in her houfe, fhe might be taken up, 
not only for a witch, but as being acceffory to the 
death of the king ; and therefore fhe moves, that 
he would take fome food for refrefhmerit of na- 
ture, that he might be able to depart her houfe; 
and go on his way to his army. 

y. 23. But he refufed, and faid; I will not eat, 
&¢c.] Chufing rather to die with famine than by 
the fword of the Philifiines; though pethaps his 
meaning is, he could not eat, his ftomach loathed 
it, being overwhelmed with grief and trouble: éut 
his fervants, together with the woman, compelled bim ; 
not by farce, but by arguments; they over-per- 
fuaded him,’ and prevailed upon him to try to eat : 
and he hearkened unto their voice; and agreed to eat, 
if he could; fo be arofe from the earth ; on which 
he lay at his full length : and fat upon the bed; or 
couch, it being now the cuftom to recline on couches 
at eating ; though fome deny that this cuftom ob- 
tained fo early. 

¥. 24. And the woman had a fat calf in. the houfe, 
&c.] This was reckoned a very dainty difh in 
thofe countries, and fit for any guefts, fee Gen. 
xviii. 7. Fofephus fays', fhe vouchfafed to feed 
and take care of it in her houfe, and it was very 
familiar with her; and he highly commends the 
liberality'of the woman, and as worthy of imita- 
tion: and fhe bafted and killed it, and drefled it 
in fome way or another, and which in thofe times 
was done {peedily: and took flour and kneaded it, 
and did bake unleavened bread therewith s which was 
fooneft made, fhe not having time to leaven it. 

¥. 25. And fhe brought it before Saul, and before bis 


in bim; to rife up again, he was quite difpirited| fervants, and they did eat, &c.| Of the fatted calf; 


and ftrengthlfs : for be bad eaten no bread all the 
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and unleavened bread, which fhe fet upon 
before 
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before them, in the beft manner fhe could: ¢4en\that they might get to) the camp without bei . 
they roe up, and. went away that night, that it\difcovered, by the Philiftines, or known by the = 
ft x ef +vy 


might not be feen in what houfe they had been; andrae/ites that they had been out. 
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HIS chapter gives an account of David’s if he was the fame Achifh David firtk fled tog. 
y going forth with the armies of the Pbiliffines,| Kémcbi interprets it, that he knew him as well as” 
¥. 1, 2. of his being objeéted to by the princes ofif he had been with himas many years as days: and Ly” 


the Pbiliftines, who infifted upon his being fent|4ave found no fault in him fince he fell unto me unto 
back, x3, 4; 5. of the report Achifo made of it|this day? the affair of Davia’s going againft the 


to David, and the difcourfe that pafled between|Ge/burites, &c. not being yet known by him, or’ 
them upon it, ¥. 6—10. whereby David had alif it was, he approved of it, they being enemies» 
way unexpectedly opened for him to be freed from) of his; this fhews, that David behaved with a great 
this fervice, which he gladly embraced, y. 11. deal of prudence to have’ fuch a charaéter-as: this 
from a king of the Philiftines. eh 

¥.1. Now. the Philiftines gathered together all) y.4. And the princes of the Philiftines were wroth 
their armies to Apbek, &c.] Not the city in the|wisbh him, &c.) With Achifh, for giving fach a 
tribe of Yudab of that name, o/b. xv. 53. where|character of David, and taking his part, in’ order’ 
the Philiftixes had a camp in the time of Samuel,|to detain him, if poflible: and the princes of the Phix 
ch. iv. 1. but rather that in the tribe of Afher, Fofb.|liflines faid unio him, make this fellow return ; they” 
xix. 30, unlefs there was one of this name in the}{peak of him with contempt, and infift on it, that 
tribe of IfJachar, not mentioned, fince it feems to] 4chyh order him to turn back, and go-no farther= 
have been near Yezreel and Shunem, which were|with them: that be may go again to his place which’ 
both in that tribe, Jo. xix. 18. and the Ifraelites\thou haft appointed him; to Ziklag, the: place that. 
pitched by @ fountain which is in Fezreel , in the| Achifh had given him for his refidence ; they did 
valley of Fezreels of which {ee the notes on JFoye.\not defire to have him fent to his own country, 
xix. 18. and Hof 1. 5. and to Saul, fince fhould a reconciliation be made 

y.2. Aid the lords of the Philiftines paffed on by|between them, he would be of great: fervice tov 
hundreds, and by thoufands, &c.| Not that there|Sau/. againft them: and let bim not gol down with’ 
were fo many lords, for there were but five of|us 0 battle; into the valley of Fezreel, where the 
them ; but thefe marched, fome at the head of hun-|//raelites had pitched: Jef. in the battle be be am 
dreds with them, and others at the head of thou-|aéverfary to us ; and fall upon them behind, being: 
fands: dut David and bis men paffed on in thewere-\in the rere, whilft they were engaging in ‘the front — 
ward with Achifo; who being the generaliffimo|with J/rael: for wherewith fhould he reconcile him- 
brought up the rere, and David, whom he had Jelf unto bis mafter? to Saul he had offended; and fled’ 
appointed captain of his life-guards, attended him|from : fhoulds¢ not be with the heads of thefe men 2? 
with his men, which in point of gratitude he|the Pézliftines 5 or unle/s by the beads of thefe men™s; 
could not refufe ; and yet was in the greateft f{trait| he had no other way of making his peace with his’ 
and difficulty how to aét, it being both againft}mafter, but by cutting off the heads of the Phi- 
his confcience and his intereft to fight againft [/-|/fines; and therefore he was a dangerous man to” 
yael, and was waiting and hoping for fome appear-|take with them into the battle. so hy 
ance of providence to deliver him out of this) di-} 9.5. Is not this David, of whom they fang one 
lemma, and which was quickly feen; but Abarbi-\to another in dances, &c.] Long ago: faying, Saul 
nel thinks David had no other notion in going to 
the battle, but of being the body-guard of Achi/h, 
and accompanying him, and that he fhould not 
fight againit J/rae/, nor for the Philifines; neither 
hurt the one, nor*help the other. . 

y¥. 3. Then faid the princes of the Philiftines, &c.] 
To Achifp ; not thofe of the court of Acbifb, who 
were his fubjeéts, but the confederate princes with 
him in this war, the lords of the other principali- 
ties, as appears by the freedom they took with him, 
3.4. what do thefe Hebrews here ? or Fews, as the 
Targum, what haft thou to do with them, or they 
to be with thee ? men of another nation and reli- 
gion, and known enemies to the Philifines: and 
Achifp faid unto the princes of the Pbiliftines , in 
order to foften them, and reconcile them to thefe 
men, and their being with him: is not this David 
the lervant of Saul the king of Hrael, between whom 
there had been a quarrel, and the former had fled 
from the fatter to him: which hath been with me 
thefe days, or thefe years; had been with him many 
days, and he might fay years, as he had been with 
him one whole year, and part of another, -fee ch. 
xxvii, 7. and he might have known him longer, 


that he is an old {worn enemy of ours; and the 
more valiant and victorious he has been, the lefs iss ~ 
he to be trufted; fee ch. xviii. 7, and xxi. rr, }> 
¥. 6. Then Achijh called David, 8&c.} Being fo 
near him, that he could call unto him himfelf, or” 
he fent fome perfon to him, to require his prefence 
with him: and faid unto him, furely, as the Lord: 
liveth; or Febovah liveth; an oath by the true” 
God, of whom chif> might have fome know= 
ledge, as he alfo had of angels, from his conver- 
fation with David; though the heathens had a no= 
tion of a fupreme being, and yet worfhipped other 
gods, and whom they called Fove, from thisname 
of Jehovah. Kimchi obferves, that all confefs 2 


he fwore by him in whom David believed, per= — 
might pay the greater regard to his oath : thou bajE 


been upright , fincere, honeft, faithful and juft in: 
all his deportment ; yet not fo fincere as het 


m sy pT nifi per capita, Noldius, p. 257. N°. 1147. are 
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ew bis thoufands, and David his ten thoufands; fo - 


firft caufe, and therefore when he {wore to David) — 


haps ovt of complaifance to him, or that David 


him to be, witnefs the road he pretended) he at 
taken again{t the fouth of Fadab, ch. xxvii. ¢ 

thy going-out and thy coming-in with me in the Ke 
Joi 
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it good in my fight, his behaviour in the army, at-|art good in my fight as an angel of God; for his 
tending him as the keeper of his head, or cap-| great wifdom, and graceful behaviour, and_inof- 
tain of his life-guard, was exceeding agreeable to! tenfive carriage : notwith/tanding the princes of the 
him; and he could wifh to have him continued : for| Philiftines have faid, be fuall not go up with us to the 
Ihave not found evil in thee, fince the day of thy com-| battle ; though Achife had fo good an opinion of 
\ ing unto me unto this day; whatever he had done|him, and had declared it in council, yet an order 
before to the Péiliffines, having greatly afflicted} had paffed there, that he fhould not go to battle 
and diftrefled them in his wars with them, of|with them; there were but five of them; and 


which thisfeems to be an exception :  meverthele/s, 
the lords favour thee not ; or thou art not accept- 
able to them, yea, very offenfive and difagree- 
able. 

¥. 7. Wherefore now return, &c.| To Ziklag : 
and go in peacé 5 not only in a peaceable manner, 
eafy and fatished, as David was at his very heart 
to hear this, but all profperity and happinefs at- 
tend thee ; the Fews" diftinguifh between withing 
perfons to go in peace, and to go to peace; the 
former they obferve has not iffued happily, when 


Achifo was one of the five, fo that there were four 
to one for the difmiffing him; and Achif, tho’ 
a king, was obliged to fubmit. ain 

¥. 10. Wherefore now rife up early with thy maf- 
ter’s Jervants that are come with thee, &c.) Mean- 
ing his 600 men, who were confidered as the fer- 
vants and fubjects of Saw/, though with David ; 
and which tacitly carried in it the objection of the 
Philifiine lords unto them, that fince they were 
the fervants and fubjects of Sau/, they were not to 
be.trufted in a battle with him ; left finding an op- 


the other has, and they inftance in the wifh of|portunity, they fhould feize it, and thereby ingra- 
Feibro to Moses, and of David to Abfalom: that\tiate themfelves into his favour again: and as foon 
thou difpleafe not the lords of the Philiftines; and\as ye be up early in the morning, and have light, de- 
what would be the confequence of that he could|par¢;, he advifes them to get away as foon as they 


not fay, but fuggefts it would be moft for his péace|could, left the Piljtines thould fall upon them, 


and fafety to depart. 


and force them, and he could not fay what. mif- 


y¥.8. And David faid duto Achifo, what have I\chief might befal them ; wherefore for their fafety 


done ? &e:|) This queftion is anticipated by the 
fpeech of Acdifh, who had declared he had found 
no evilin him; but David mutt fay fomething to 
put on an appearance of concern for being dif- 
miffed, when he was heartily glad of it: and what 
haft thou found in thy fervant, fo long as I have 
been with thee unto this day, that I may not go fight 
againft the enemies of my lord the king 2 which can- 
not be excufed of gteat diffimulation, fince nothing 
was more foreign from his heart, and againft his 
will, than fighting againft the J/raelites, and which 
he determined to avoid if poffible,; and glad at heart 
he was to be thus excufed, and freed from the 
ftraits and difficulties he was involved in; but that 


the Philiftines might have ho caufé of fufpicion of|order to fight them. 


him, and that he was warmly attached to their in- 
tereft among whom he was {ftill to continue, he 
put on thefe airs. Abérdinel is of opinion, that 
the lords of the Pdiliftines were only afraid. of Da- 
vid, but not of his men, and therefore were not 
folicitous about their going, but his, which gave 
David a concern; and fince he was particularly 
fingled out, he defired to know what {pecial evil 
had been found in him; but when he underftood 
by the following anfwer of Achi/h, that his fervants 
were to go with him, he was content, and faid no 
more; but the princes afked, what do thefe He- 
brews bere? ¥.3.@ 

¥.9: And Achifh anfwered and faid unto David, 
&c.] In reply to the queftions : I know that thou 


CHA 


HIS chapter relates the condition Ziklag was 

in, when David and his men came to it, the 
city burnt, and their families carried captive by 
the Amalekites, which occafioned not only a gene- 
ral lamentation, but mutiny and murmuring in 
David’s men, ¥. 1—6. the enquiry David made 
of the Lord what he fhould do, who is bid to pur- 
fue the enemy ; and being directed by a lad where 


® T. Bab. Beracot, fol. 64.1. Sepher Alphes, par, «fol. 421, 2. 
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it was beft to depart as foon as they could feé their 
way. rr 
¥.11. So David and his men rofe up early to de- 
part in the morning, &c.] Being as willing and 
ready to go, as the Philifines were defirous they 
fhould : to return into the land of the Pbiliftines ; 
for now they were in the Jand of J/rael, at Apbek, 
near Fezreel, from whence they went back to Zik- 
lag, which was within the principality of Gath ; 
and, according to Bunting*, was 88 miles from 
the place where the army-of the Pdiliftines was ; 
but it feems not very likely that it fhould be fo 
far off: and the Pbiliftines went up to Fexreel ; 
where the army of the [/raelites lay encamped, in 
By the dimiffion, of David 
from the army of the Pbilifiines, he was not only, 
delivered from a fad plunge he was in, either of 
acting an ungrateful part to Achi/h, or an unnatu- 
ral one to J/rael, but alfo by the preffing charge 
of Achifh to get away as early as poffible in the 
morning, he came time enough to refcue the prey 
the Amalekites had taken at Ziklag his city, as in 
the following chapter, and the providence of God 
in. this affair.is farther obfervable, as by fome 
reprefented, fince if David had ftayed in the camp 
of the Phili/tines, it would not have been fo eafy 
for him on the death of Sau/ to have got from 
them, and fucceed in the kingdom, as he could 
and.did from Zzk/ag. 
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they were, fell upon them, and routed them, and 
brought back the captives with a great fpoil, ¥. 
7—20. the diftribution of the fpoil, both to thofe 
that went with him, and to thofe who through 
faintnefs were left behind, ¥. 21—25. and the pre- 
fents of it he fent to feveral places in the tribe of 
‘tudab, who had been kind to him when he dwelt 
among them, ¥. 26—31. 3 
“? 


. 
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y. 1. And it came to pafs when David and bis 
men were come to Ziklag on the third day, &c.] Either 
from their departure from thence, when they went 
out with Achifo, or rather from the time of their 
leaving Achifh, and the camp of the Philiftines; fo 
Jong they were upon their march homewards, fee 
2 Sam.i. 1, 2. and no wonder, if it was the dif- 
tance of 88 miles, fee the note on ch. xxix. 11. 
that the Amalekites had invaded the fouth, and. Zik- 
lag; the fouthern parts of the land of the Pbrli/- 
tines, and of Fudab, as appears from y. 14. tak- 
ing the opportunity of the Philiftines being gone 
into the land of J/rael, and particularly of David's 
abfence from Zik/ag, to whom they bore a grudge 
for his invafion, deftruétion and fpoil of them not 
long ago, fee ch. xxvii. 8. and fmitten Ziklag, and 
burnt it with fire ; not that they {mote the inhabi- 
’ tants of it, there were no men in it, and the wo- 

men and children they carried captive; but they 
demolifhed the buildings in it, pulled'down the 
houfes after they had rifled them, and burnt them 
with fire, that David and his men might dwell 
there no more. 
y.2. And had taken the women captives, that 
were therein, &c.] There being no other to take, 
the men were gone with David ; they flew not any, 
either great or fmall; that is, of the women, whe- 
ther married or. unmarried, old, or maidens, or 
children ; which was very much, fince David de- 
ftroyed all that came within his reach, men and 
women, when he invaded them, ch. xxvii. 9. but 
perhaps this was not owing to their humanity, but 
-to their covetouinefs, defigning to make an advan- 
tage of them by felling them for flaves,; no doubt 
they were reftrained by the providence of God: 
but carried them away, and went on their way ; 
homewards with their captives. _ 

¥. 3. So David and bis men came to the city, &c.) 
Or however to the place where it had ftood, and 
where it now lay in ruins : and bebold, it was burnt 
with fire; the whole city was laid in afhes: and 
their wives, and their fons, and their daughters, 
were taken captives; as it appeared afterwards; for 
upon their firft coming they knew not but they 
were all deftroyed ; and which they might reafon- 
ably fuppofe from their former treatment of them, 
unlefS there were any left upon the fpot which could 
inform them how things were, which does not 
appear; and which muft make their diftrefs the 
greater. 

¥. 4. Then David and the people that were with 
him lift up their voice, &¢c.]- In doleful fhrieks, 

and loud lamentations: ad wept, until they bad 
no more power to weep; till nature was quite ex- 
haufted, and no moifture left ; fo the Vulgate Latin 
verfion, till tears failed in them; they could fhed 
no more. 

¥. 5. And David’s two wives were taken captives, 
.&c.] Which is obferved as one caufe of his par- 
ticular diftrefs, and another follows in’ the next 
verfe: Abincam the ‘fezreelite/s, and Abigail the 
‘ wife of Nabal the Carmelite ;. that is, who had been 
his wife ; for he was now dead, and was fo before 
fhe was married to David; both thefe came with 
him to Gath, and were left at Zik/ag when he went 
with Acbifo, and here. they were taken; fee ch. 


did of Mo/és and Aaron, Numb. xiv.10.. the reafon, 
of this was, becaufe, as they judged, it was aie 
> 


ing to David that they went along with Achiff, a 
left the city defencelefs; and becaufe he had pro- — 
voked the Amalekites by his inroad upon thems, 
who took this opportunity of avenging themfelves. 
Abarbinel is of opinion, that it was his. excefs of 
forrow for his two wives, and his remiffnefs and 


backwardnefs to take vengeance on on liga 


that provoked them, and put them on talking af- 
ter this manner: becaufe the foul of all the people — 
was grieved, every man for bis fons and for his daugh- 
ters; as well as David; and they were very defi- 
rous of recovering them if poffible, and of taking 
vengeance on. thoie who had carried them captive: 
but David encouraged bimfelf in the Lord his God; 
took all patiently, and exercifed faithon his God; . 
he encouraged himfelf in the power and providence 
of God ; inthe promifes of God, and his faith- 
fulnefs in keeping them; in a view Of his cove- - 
nant-relation to God ; in remembrance of the grace, 
mercy and goodnefs of God; and his former ex- 
periences of it; hoping and believing that God 
would appear for him in fome way or another, and. 
work falvation for him. The Targum is, ** he 
ftrengthened himfelf in the Word of the Lord his — 
God ;” in Chrift the Word of God, and in the ~ 
power of his might, and in the grace that is in 
him, Epb. vi. 10. 2 Tim. ii. 1. vk sca enahe tan 
y.7. And David faid to Abiathar the prich, y 
melech’s fon, &c.] The fon of Abimelech, who 
was flain at Nod by the order of Saul; and Abia- 
thar his fon, who fled to David with the ephod, on 
the death of his father, was now high-prieft in 
his room ; and who it feems was with David when 
he went with Achi/f/, and returned with him; for 
had he been left at Zik/ag, he and his ephod, in 
all probability, had been carried off by the 4ma- 
lekites, unlefs we can fuppofe him under the pro- 
tection of a fpecial providence ; it is much David . 
had not enquired of the Lord by him about his — 
going with Achi/h ; perhaps the, prefent difafter 
brought to mind that neglect, and made him the 
more diligent now: I pray thee, bring me. hither 
the ephod, not to put it on himfelf, but that the 
high-prieft might put it on, and enquire by it be- 
fore him of the Lord: and Abiathar brought thi-» 
ther the ephod to David; for the fake of David, 
that enquiry might be made before him of the 
Lord, by Urim and Thummim, - 
X.8, And David enquired of the Lord, &c,| That 
is, by Abiathar, who reported his queftions to’ the 
Lord in his name: /ayiag, /hall I purfue “after this 
troop ? the large company of the Amalekiter, as it 
appears by what follows they were: /ball I over= 
take them? two queftions are here put together, 
and anfwers returned to them, contrary to a notion 
of the Hews; fee the note on ch. xxiii. 22. and he ~ 
anfwered him, purfue ; which refpects the firft quef- 
tion : for thou falt furely overtake them ; which is 
an anfwer to the fecond queftion, and a full one, 
giving full affurance of overtaking ; to whichis add- 
ed, more than what was enquired about: and without — 
fail recover all; their wives, fons and daughters, 
and the fpoil that was taken; or in delivering bes 
=. Joalt dehver*, out of the hands Bier " 
XXV. 42, 43. and xxvii. 3. kites, whatfoever they had taken. 
__ ¥. 6. And David was greatly diftreffed, &c,]| yf. 9. So David went, be and the 600 men thas 
Partly for the lofs of his two wives, and partly|were with him, &c.] Encouraged the. or; 
becaufe of the mutiny and murmuring of his men:|of the Lord: and came to the brook Belor “* . 
for the people fpake of froning bim; as the Iraelites| Adrichomius 4 places in the tribe of Simeon; it i 
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thought to be near Gaza. Arifteus' {peaks of brooks 
that flowed by Gaza and Afpdod, places that be- 
longed to the Péilifines,; fome take it to be the 
tiver of the wildernefs in Amos vi. 14. fee the note 


a part of them were left, as the Targum ; all the 
600 came to this brook, but 200 of them were 
left here, as the following verfe fhows, and ftayed 
here till theweft returned; for this is not to be un- 
derftood of any that were left behind at Zik/ag, 
for all came from thence to this brook. 

y. 10. But David purfued, be and 400 men, 8c.) 
Not difcouraged with being obliged to leave a third 
part of his little army behind ; tho’ it was doubt- 
Jefs a trial of his faith, with thefe to purfue an 
enemy, whofe numbers he knew not, which mutt 
greatly exceed his; for after the rout and flaughter 
of them, as many efcaped on camels as David had 
with him, », 17. for 200 abode behind, which were 
fo faint; ghrough their grief and forrow for the 
lofs of their wives and children, and through their 
march from the camp of the Pdilifines to Ziklag, 
and from thence hither, that they looked like a 
corps, as the word fignifies ;  Pracopius Gazaeus has 
it, only 70 men: fo that they could not go over the 
brook Befor; being fo weak and feeble; for this 
was not owing to fear of their enemies, and faint- 
heartednefs on that account, then it would rather 
have been faid, they would not go over; the Tar- 
gum renders the word faint, by retrained or pro- 
hibited, as if they were forbid by David to go 
over, but were ordered to tarry here by the ftuff, 
whilft the reft purfued ; and, according to the Sy- 
riac.and Arabic verfions, they were placed there, 
that none might go over the brook ; and it feems, 
by ¥. 22. that they had a good will to go over, 
but were made to abide there; or as all Gideon’s 
army, but 3005 were fent back, and not fuffered 
to go with him, being too many. 

v.11. And they found an Egyptian in the field, 
&c.] As they paffed along, lying there, having 
been fick, and was half-ftarved, almoft dead: and 
brought him to David, to know what was to be 
done with him; being in the habit of a feldier, 
they concluded he might be one of the company they 
were in purfuit of; butwhether they fhould kill him, 
or make ufe of him as an intelligencer and guide, 
could they bring him to himfelf, they knew not, 
and therefore brought him to David: and gave 
him bread, and be did eat, and they made him drink 
water ; both which they had with them for their 
own ufe; had he been an Amalekite, and not an 
Egyptian, they might not have relieved or fpared 
him, bue muft have deftroyed him. at once; fee 
Deut. xxiv. 19. 

y. 12. And they gave him a piece of cake of figs, 
&c.] That were dried and preffed together, and 
made into cakes: and two clufters of raifins, or 
dried grapes, as the Yargum: and when he had 
eaten, bis fpirit came again to him; he feemed to 
be quite difpirited, almoft lifelefs, but upon eating 
fome food he was refrefhed, and his {pirits revived, 
and he was capable of converfing : for be bad eaten 
no bread, nor drank any water, three days and three 
nights; that is, one whole day, and part of two 
days, as appears from the next verfe. 

¥.13. And David faid unto him, to whom be- 
longeft thou? &c.] To what country or people? 
and to whom among them? azd whence art thou ? 
of what nation? where waft thou born? what 
countryman art thou? for his being called an 

. Egyptian before feems to be by anticipation, unlefs 


523 
it was guefiéd at by his habit; for until he had 
eaten and drank, he could not fpeak, and fo could 
not be known by his fpeech : for be faid, Tam a 


Joung man of Egypt; that was the country he be- 
there: where thofe that were left behind flayed 3 or | 


longed to, and came from; he was an Egyptian by 
birth : fervant to.an Amalekite,; one of thofe that 
had invaded the country; and burnt Ziklag, as it 
follows : .and my majfter left me, becaufe three days 
agone I fell fick, which was very barbarous and 
cruel to leave him at all, when they had camels 
with them, ¥: 17. and no doubt carriages for their 
arms, provifion, and {poil, and men; and more fo to 
leave him without any body with him to take care of 
him, and without any food, was he capable of eat- 
ing any ; but fo it was ordered by the providence 
of God, that he fhould be left to be the inftrument 
of the juft ruin’ of his mafter; and of the wholé 
troop. 

¥. 14. We made an invafion upon the fouth of 
the Cherethites, 8c.) The Philiftines fo called, or 
at leaft one nation of them, fuch that dwelt to the 
fouth of the land, ¥. 16. feethe note on Zepb. ii. 
5. and upon the coaft which belongeth to ‘fudab ; 
the fouth of Fudah, where David pretended he had 
been, and had fpoiled, and which was now actually 
done by the Amalekites, ch. xxvii. 10. and upon the 


South of Caleb, that part of the tribe of Fudab 


which belonged to Caleb the. fori of Fephunneb, 
and his pofterity, and which was the fouthern part 
of it, Fofo. xv. 19. and we burnt Ziklag with fire; 
and then departed. é' 

¥. 15. And David faid unto bim;, canft thou bring 
me down to this company ? 8&c.] That is, fhew him, 
or direct him where they were: and he faid, fwear 
unto me by God; the Targum is, by the Word of 
the Lord; but it is highly probable this man had 
no notion of Fehovab, and his Word, or of the true 
God; only that there was a God, and that an oath 
taken by him was folemn, facred and inviolable, 
and might be trufted to and depended on: that 
thou wilt neither kill me; for he found now he was 
in the hands of thofe, whofe city he had been con- 
cerned in plundering and burning, and fo might 
fear his life was in danger: wor deliver me into thé 
hands of my mafter; who had been a cruel one to 
him, and therefore would gladly be clear of him 5 
and if he had nothing elfe againft him, his late 
ufage of him was fufficient to raife his refentment 
of him: aud I will bring thee down to this com- 


pany ; or thew him where they were, having heard 


them fay where they would ftop, .and make merry; 
and divide their fpoil; and perhaps his mafter 
might tell him they would be at fuch a place at 
fuch a time, where, if he was better; he might 
come to them; the Vulgate Latin verfion adds; 
and David fwore to him; which, though not ex- 
prefied in the original text, was. no doubt done by 
him ; and the Syriac and Arabic verfions begin the 
following verfe thus, when David had fworn to 
him. . 

y. 16. And when he bad-brought bim down, &c.] 
To the place where the company of the 4malekites 
were, or near it: debold, they were /pread abroad 
upon all the earth; they were not in any regular 
order, and much lefs in any military form; but lay 
about in the fields, fcattered here and there, were 
in detached parties: fome eatiag and drinking ; in 
one place: and others dancing; in another place, 
expreffing their joy, and perhaps their thankfulnefs 
to their idols: becaufe of the great {poil they bad 
taken out of the land of the Philiftines, and out of 
the land of Judah, from Ziklag, and th i 

- he out 


* Hift, 72 Interpret. p. 4r. 5 


4 


524 
fouth of the Cheretbites, and the fouth of Fudab, 
they -had invaded, ¥.14. and here they were in 
the greateft fecurity ; knowing that the armies of 
the Philiftines were gone into the land of J/rael, 
and were about to engage in battle with the //rael- 
ites, and David they fuppofed was with the Phi- 
liftines, fo that they had nothing to fear from any 
quarter ; and thus it is often, that when men cry 
peace, peace, fudden deftruction comes upon them. 
¥.17. And David {mote them from the twilight, 
even unto the evening of the next day, &c.| As 
there are two twilights, the twilight of the morn- 
ing, and the twilight of the evening ; this is dif- 
ferently underftood ; fome take it for the twilight 
of the morning, and that it was night when David 
came to them, and Jet them alone till they were 
_ drunk and afleep, and then early in the morning 
fell upon them, and fmote them until the evening ; 
fo Fofephus* relates it; but others take it to be the 
twilight of the evening, and that he fell upon 


r 


men as they returned with the fpoil, giving him 
all the honour of it, of whom, but 
they talked of ftoning. om 
¥:21. And David came ‘ta the 200 men, &c.|° 
Left at the brook Befor: who were fo faint t 
they could not follow David, or, as the Targum, 
were reftrained from going over after him, either 
through faintnefs of {pirits, and weaknefs of body, 
or through the order of David that they fhould 
not follow him; and which feems to receive fome ° 
countenance from what follows : whom they bad 
made alfo to abide at the brook Befor, to guard the 
paflage there, and to tarry by and keep the ftuff: 
and they went forth to meet David, and to meet the 
people that were with him; to congratulate them 
upon the victory they had obtained, and to fee and 
receive their wives and children, and what portion’ 
of the fpoil might be divided to them: and when 
David came neat to the people; he faluted them; 
afked them of their welfare, whether they were in 


them that night, and continued the flaughter of | better health, and recovered of their faintnefs and 


them to the evening of the next day, with which 
agrees the Targum; nay, fome take the next day, 


or the morrow, to be, that which followed after}. 


the two evenings; fo that this laughter was carried 


weaknefs, as it fhould feem they were, by their 
coming forth to meet him. 

¥.22. Then anfwered all the wicked men, and 
men of Belial, of thofe that went with David, 8ec.} 


on to the third day :. and there efcaped not a man of|Who were il]-natured men, and of covetous dif- 


them, fave 400 young men that rode upon camels, 
and fled ; that fort of camels called dromedaries, 
according to Fo/fephus*, and which were very {wift, 
and much ufed by the Arabians, near whom thefe 
people dwelt, fee Jf 1x. 6. Fer. ii. 23. 

y. 18. And David recovered all that the Amale- 
kites had carried away, &c.| The wives and chil- 
dren of the Jraelites, and their goods, excepting 
the provifions they had ate: and David refcued 
bis two wives, which is particularly obferved, be- 
caufe a fpecial concern of his. 

¥.19. And there was nothing lacking to them, 
neither fmall nor great, neither fons nor daughters, 8c. } 
Not any of the leaft or youngeft, nor any of them 
that were grown up; for as thefe were not flain, 
but carried captive, fo they were brought. back, 
and not one miffling, fee ¥. 2. neither /poil, nor 
any thing they had taken to them, except the food 
they had ate, and the liquor they had drank, as 
before obferved ; and perhaps what they had ate 
and drank were none of theirs; but the Pdiliftines : 
fo that David recovered all; taken in the utmoft 
extent. / 

¥. 20. And David took all the flocks,: and the 
herds, 8c.J Which they had taken from the 
land of the Philiftines, or which belonged to the 
Amalekites properly : which they drave before thofe 
other ‘cattle; which had been carried from Ziklag ; 
firft, went the fpoil taken from other places, and 
then thofe taken from David and his men, or what 
was found at Ziklag. Abarbinel fuppofes the mean- 
ing to be this, that the herds were driven before 
the flocks, that the oxen were led out firft, and 
then the fheep followed, as being the weaker fort, 
and more eafily to be driven, and carried off ; 
but the former fenfe feems beft: and faid, this is 
David's fpoil, either the whole of it, it being 
owing to him that it was got or brought back ; 
or this may refpect fome peculiar part of it made 
a prefent of to him; or it may defign what the 
Amalekites had taken from others, which was at 
the difpofal of David, as diftinguifhed from what 
was taken from Zik/ag, and was reftored, or to 
be reftored to the proper owners : it may be taken 
in the firft and more general fenfe, as being the 
fong, or the burden of the fong, fung by David's 


5 * Antig. 1.6. c. 4. §. 4. 


pofitions, as what is called their’ anfwer fhews ; 
and it feems by that, as ‘if the 200 men had 
moved, that they might have their fhare in the 
fpoil, or that David had given fome intimation that 
they fhould : and faid, becaufe they went not with 
us, we will not give them ought of the fpoil that 
we have recovered; which was very unreafonable 
not to let them have what was before their own, 
which was recovered ; and indeed it was but right 
they fhould have their fhare in the fpoil that was 
taken, which was of others, as will appear here- 
after: but they were of opinion, and were come 
to a refolution they fhould have no more, fave ¢o 
every man bis wife and bis children ; which was very 
unkind and ungenerous: that they may lead them 
away, and depart, but whither? Ziklag was burnt, 
the land of J/rael they would not return unto, 
where they muft fall a facrifice to Saul; thefe men 
cared not where they went, fo that they were rid 
of them, that they might not have any fhare with 
them in the fpoil. 
¥.23. Then faid David, ye foall not do fo, my 
brethren, &c.] Tho’ he faw through their wick- 
ednefs, and difapproved of the bad fentiments they 
had embraced, yet he deals gently with them, eall- 
ing them drethren, being of the fame nation and 
religion, and his fellow-foldiers; yet at the fame - 
time keeps up and maintains his dignity and autho- 
rity as a general, and declares it fhould not be as 
they willed, and gives his reafons for it, that it 
was not fit they fhould do as they pleafed: with 
that which the Lord hath given us; what they had 
was given them, and therefore as they had freely 
received, they fhould freely give; and what was 
given them, was not given to them only, but to 
the whole body, by the Lord : who bath preferved 
us, and delivered the company that came againft us 
into our band , it was not by their own power and 
might that they got the victory over the enemy, and 
the fpoil into their hands, but it was through the 
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Lord only ; and therefore as they fhould not af--— 


fume the honour of the victory to themfelves, fo 

neither fhould they claim the fpoil as wholly be- 

longing to them. Mae 
¥. 24. For who will hearken unto you in this ma 
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your fide of the queftion, and join with you in|{fpoils from thence, ¥. 14—16. it was to his friends 


excluding your brethren from a fhare «in the fpoil:]in thofe parts he fent, not to the inhabitants of 
but as bis part is that goeth down to the battle, fo|Ziph and Keilab, which were places in the tribeof 
Joall bis part be that tarrieth by the fluff, as thefe)Fudah ; but thefe having attempted to betray himy 
200 men did; they were placed to abide by and|were not intitled to his favours, though they were 
watch the carriages, the bag and baggage the reft|not the objects of his vengeance : /aying, bebold, 


had left there, that they might be the lighter, and|@ prejent for you, of the /poil of the Lord’s ene- ~ 


make their purfuit more {wiftly: befides, they |mzes ; or a dlefing *,which he fent them with a good- 
guarded the pafs here, and were alfo expofed to dan-}will, withing health and happinefs to them; which 
eer; for if the 400 had been cut off, and theenemy |they might. without hefitation receive, feeing, it 
had returned, they muft all have perifhed; and|was not the fpoil of private enemiesjor of what 
therefore as they had their poft affigned them, and | was taken from them in a way of private revenge, 
were liable to danger, it was but juft. and reafon-|but the fpoil of the enemies of the Lord, his and 
able they fhould have the fhare in the fpoil; efpe-|their common enemies ; nor need they fcruple eat- 
cially fince ‘it was not want of will in them they jing and enjoying it, though the fpoil of thofe that 
did «not go with them, but weaknefs of body : |curfed the Lord, as 4barbinel oblerves, fince this 
they Joall part alike, this was David’s determina- |they had with the blefling of the Lord. ~ 
tion and decifion, and it was an equitable one:| y. 27. To.them which were‘in Bethel, &c¢.|] One 
fomething fimilar to this was directed by the Lord |part of the fpoil was fent to them; not to thofe 
in the war of Midian, Numb. xxxi. 25, &c. and |in Bethel, in the tribe of Benjamin, but in Kirjath- 
was practifed in the times of Abraham, Gen. xiv. |jearim, called Bethel, or the houfe of God, be- 
24. and is agreeable to the light of nature, and|caufe the ark was there, fee ch. vii. x. and x. 3. 
what has been practifed by the heathens, particu-|moreover, this place was alfo called Baalab, which 
larly the Romans, as Polybius“ relates ; who tells |fome think is referred to here, fee Fob. xv. 9. 
us, that every. man brought booty into the camp, |and to them which were in fouth Ramoth; a city 
when the ttibunes divided it equally to them all; {of the tribe of Simeon, which lay within the lot of 
not only to thofe which remained in battle, but to|‘/udah; of which fee Fofb. xix. 8. and to them 
thofe that guarded the tents and the baggage, to|which were in Fattir ; a city in the tribe of Judah, 
the fick, and to thofe that were appointed to any {mentioned in Jo. xv. 48. fee the note there. 
fervice, fee Pf. Ixviii. 12. and fo the Turkifh hifto-| y. 28. dud to them which were in Aroer, &c.] 
rian fays”, that the Pifidians, who lived on {poil, |Not Aroer in the tribe of, Gad beyond Fordan, 
gave a part not contemptible to thofe that abode} where David is never faid to be, but fome city of 
at home with their wives. this name in the tribe of Fudab; the Greek ver- 
¥. 25. And it was fo from that day forward, &c.]|fion of fod. xv. 22. inftead of Adadab has Arouel ? 
Or upwards *, of old, formerly; and fo may refer|and to them which were in Siphmoth ; which very 
either to what was done at the war with Midian, |probably was in the tribe of Fudab, though no 
Numb. xxx. 27. or in the times of Abraham, Gen.|where elfe mentioned: and to them which were in 
xiv. 23,24. and fo Farchi obferves, it is not faid, | E/btemoa , a Levitical city given to the Levites by 
hence forward, but upwards, it being a ftatute and|the children of Fudab, Fob. xxi. 14. ; 
cuftom in the days of 4braham, the fame he notes| y.29. And to them which were in Rachal, &c.] 
on Gen. xiv. 24. wheré he, David, learnt this from | Another city of the tribe of Fadab, but no where 
thence ; though Yo/épbus ’ is exprefs for it, that |elfe fpoken of : and to them which were in the ci- 
this law obtained from the time of David; and |ties of the Ferabmeelites which lay to the fouth of 
fuch was his authority, though as yet not king, | fadab, ch. xxvii. 10. and to them whith were in 
but a wife’ and juft commander: that he made it |the cities of the Kenites; who dwelt in the wilder- 
a fatute and an ordinance for Ifrael unto this day ;\nefs of Judab, in the fouth of Arad, Fudg. i. 16. 
it appeared fo reafonable and equitable, that it was] y. 30. dud to them which were in Hormah, &c.) 
always regarded and attended to. This was a city alfointhe tribe of Fudah; of which 
y¥.26. And when David came to Ziklag, &c.\\fee Foo. xv. 30. and to them whick were in Chor- 
Perhaps with an intention to rebuild it, and make|aban; or the lake of Aan, which was in the’ 
it ftill the place of his refidence ; and it is poffi-|fame tribe, fee Fo/b. xv. 42. and to them which 
ble there might be fome houfes that efcaped the|were in Athach; no where elfe mentioned; the 
flames, and if not, tents might be pitched until |Greck verfion has Nombe inftead of it, which fome 
the city was rebuilt, and it appears that he conti-|take to be the fame with Nod; but that was in the 
nued there fome time: he fent of the fpoil to the\tribe of Benjamin. 
elders of Fudab; of that part of it which belonged] y. 91. And to them which were in Hebron, &c.] 
to himfelf as a general : even to his friends; fuch|A noted city in the tribe of Fudab, in the moun- 
as had been kind to him when he fojourned among |tainous part of it, and a city of refuge, and where 
them; fo that this was a piece of gratitude, as| David was afterwards anointed, firft king over Fz- 
dab, and then over I/rael, 2 Sam. ii. 4, and v. 3. and 
to all the places where David himfelf and his men were 
wont to haunt, where they had their walks, and 
went to and fro when perfecuted by Sau#/y all fuch 


throne the edfier, he perceiving the time drawing 
on for the expiration of the kingdom in the family 
of Saul; and befides, fome in thofe parts he fent of 
the fpoil to, might have been fufferers by the 4ma-|places, and the inhabitants of them, David had a 
lekites, fo that it was but.a point of juftice to re-|orateful remembrance of, who fhelteted and re- 
ftore to them what had been taken from them; |lieved him in the times of his diftrefs. 
for they had invaded the fouth of Fudea, and took . cs me 


« Hitt. 1 10. p. 365. * Chalcocondyl, de reb, Lure. 1. 5. p. 161. * psyoyiy & fapra, 
Pagninas, Montanus; & jam olim, Tigurine verfion. y Antiq. 1.6. ¢. 14. §, 6. mT leds bam 
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J'HIS chapter gives an account of the battle{a battle ; but perhaps he was preparing for flight; 
4. between the Péiliftines and the J/raelites, which}and fo had put it up in its fcabbard: lef thefe 
had been preparing for, and the iffue of it; in|uncircumcifed come and thruft me through, and abufe 
which Sau/, his three fons, and his fervants, were}me; left they fhould not difpatch him at once, but 
flain, upon which his army fled, and feveral of his}put him to a lingering and torturing death, ‘and 
cities were taken, ¥. 1—7. what the PBI a infult him, and mock at him, as they did Sam/on: 
with his body and his armour, y. 8—10. theformer|dut bis armour-bearer would not, for he was fore 
of which, together with the bodies of his fons, the|afraid ; to lay his hand on the king, the Lord’s 
men of Fabefb-gilead refcued, and burnt them, and |}anointed, to take away his life, being more ‘feru- 
buried their bones under a tree at 7abe/h, exprefling|pulous of doing that, if this was. Deeg, than of 
great forrow and concern, ¥. 11-13. flaying the priefts of the Lord; or he might be 
afraid of doing this, fince, fhould he furvive this 
y¥.1. Now the Philiftines fought againft Ifrael,\action, he would be called to an account by the 
&c.] Being come to Fezreel, where Lrael pitched, | //raelites, and be put to death for killing the king: 
ch. xxix. 1, 11. they fell upon them, began the|therefore Saul took a fword, and fell upon it; or 
battle: and the men of Ifrael filed from before the\rather the fword, the {word of his armour-bearer, 
Philiftines ; at the firft onfet, as it fhould feem :/and fo was a felf-murderer: the ews endeavour 
and fell down flain in mount. Gilboa ; which was|to excufe this fact of Sau/, becaufe he knew he 
near, and whither fleeing they were purfted and|fhould die in battle from the words of Samuel ; 
flain, at leaft great numbers of them. and being preffed fore by the archers, he faw it 
¥.2. And the Philiftines followed hard upon Saul,|was impoffible to efcape out of their hands, and 
Stuck to him, pufhed him clofe, bore hard upon|therefore judged it better to kill himfelf, than 
him in that part of the army where he was, hav-(to fall by the hands of the uncireumeifed; but 
ing a defign upon his perfon: and upon his fons ;\thefe exeufes will not do. ‘Fo/ephus * denies he kil- 
who were with him : and the Philifiines flew Fona-|\\led himfelf ; that though he attempted it, his fword 
than; who is mentioned firft, being the eldeft fon,|would not pierce through him, and that he was 
and perhaps firft flain; and this was fo ordered by|killed by the Amalekite, and that that was a true 
the providence of God, that David’s way to the}account he gave to David in the following chap- 
throne might be more clear and eafy; for though|ter; though it feems rather to be a lie, to curry 
Fonathan would not have oppofed him himfelf,|favour with David, and that Saul did deftroy him- 
yet the people, fond of him, would, at leaft many |felf. Tore 
of them, been for fetting him on the throne; and| y. 5. And when his armour-bearer faw that Saul 
though he would have refufed it, knowing David|was dead, &c.] By his own hands, and not by 
was the Lord’s anointed, and have made intereft|the hands of the Amalekite, which the armour- 
for him, this would have looked as if he had made|bearer would fcarcely have fuffered: be fell like~ 
him king, and not the Lord: and Abinadab, and|\wife upon his fword, and died with him , fome think 
Malchifbua, Saul’s fons, thefe alfo were flain; the|that Sau/, and his armour-bearer, died by the fame 
former of thefe is called Jhui, ch. xiv. 49. J/hbo-|{word, which was the armour-bearer’s,;. and if he - 
foeth either was not in the battle, being left at home,|was Doeg, they fell probably by the fame fword 
as unfit for war, or to take care of the kingdom ;|with which the priefts of the Lord were murder- 
or elfe he fled with Abner, and others, and efcaped, {ed at Nod, ch. xxii. 18. and it is obferved by 
and who was to be a trial to David. an hiflorian *, that the murderers of Fulus -Ca- 
¥. 3. And the battle went fore againft Saul, &c.\\far flew themfelves with the fame dagger they de- 
Prefied heavy upon him; he was the butt of the|{troyed him. 
Philiftines, they aimed at his perfon and life: aud| y¥.6. So Saul died, and his three fons, and bis ar- 
the archers hit him, or found bim*; the place |mour-bearer, &c.| Only with this difference, his three 
where he was, and directed their arrows at him :jfons died honourably in the field of battle, but he- 
and he was fore wounded of the archers, or rather,|and his armour-bearer deftroyed themfelves. Fofe- . 
he was afraid of them, as the Targum, for as yet|phus fays*, he reigned 18 years in the life. of Sa- | 
he was not wounded ; and fo the Syriac and Arabic|\muel, and after his death 22 years, which make 
verfions render it ; and is the fenfe Kimchi and Bea|the forty years the apoftle afcribes to him, Aas 
Melech give of the word: he was not afraid of|xiii. 21. Lupolemus‘', an “heathen writer, makes 
death, as Abarbinel obferves, he chofe to die; but|him to reign 21 years; but of the years of his 
he was afraid he fhould be hit by the archers in|reign, both before and after the death of Samuel, 
fuch away, that he fhould not die immediately, |chrondlogers are not agreed, fee ch. xxv. 1. and 
and fhould be taken alive and ill ufed; the Pdi-|the note on As xiii. 21. and all his men that fame 
liftines, efpecially the Cherethites, were famous for| day together , not all the foldiers in his army; for 
archery ; fee the note on Zeph, ii. 5. . many of them fled and efcaped, and even Abner 
¥..4. Then faid Saul unto his armour-bearer, &c.]|the general of the army, but his houfhold-fer-— 
Who, the Fews ° fay, was Doeg the Edomite, pro- |vants, or thofe that were near his perfon, his body- ‘a 
moted to this office for flaying the priefts : draw| guards. ‘ oe 
ihy fword, and thruft me through therewith , for if| y.7. And when the men of I/rael that were on the — 
he was wounded, yet not mortally, and it is cer-|other fide of the valley, &c.) The valley of Fez~ 
tain he did not fo apprehend it. It is much the|ree; of which fee the note on Ho/. i. 5. and t ey 
fword of the armour-bearer fhould be fheathed in| shat were on the other fide Fordan ; or rather on that 
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fide ; for the phrafe will bear to be rendered either city they faftened the body of Sau/ with nails, as 


way, and fo may mean that fide of Yordan on/it is commonly underftood ; but it is more likely 
which the battle was fought; for as for the otherjthey hung it on a gibbet without, and near the 


fide, or that beyond it, the J/raelites there could 
not be in fuch fear of the Philiftines, nor do we 
- ever read of their inhabiting any cities there; tho’ 
as the phrafe is ufed of the valley, as well as of 
the river, it may be rendered about the valley, and 
about Fordan *, and fo defcribes fuch that dwelt 
near to each of them: /aw that the men of Ifrael 
fled, and that Saul and bis fons were dead ; that is, 


walls of the city ; fo the Targum, they hung his 
bodys or, as Fo/epbus °, they crucified it there ; 
and fo they did alfo the bodies of his fons, as ap- 
pears from ¥. (2. vill 

¥. 11. And the inhabitants of Jabefh -gilead, &c.] 
Who lived.on the other fide ‘Yordam, about eight 
miles from SBeth/han, according to Fuller ®: » 
heard of that which the Philiftines bad done to Saul; 


had information and intelligence of thofe facts, for|not only that they had got the victory over him, 
it is not to be fuppofed they faw them with their]and routed his army, but had abufed his body, 
eyes : they forfook the cities, and fled, fearing they|and hung it up by way of reproach and ignominy ; 
fhould be put to the fword, or carried captive :| which they could not bear to hear of, remembering 
and the Philiftines came and dwelt in them, having} with gratitude the kindnefs he had fhown to them, 
nothing more to do than to come and take pot-|{in deliveting them out of the hands of Naba/h the 
feffion. Aimmonite, ch. xi. 

¥.8. And- it came to pafs on the morrow, &c.]| y.12. All the valiant men arofe, &c.] Of the city 
The day after the battle, which perhaps was fought] of Fabefb-gilead, fired with indignation at the Phii- 
till night came on: when the Philiftines came to|ftines illufage of Saul and the bodies of his fons: and 
Strip the flain ; of their clothes, and take from them| went all night ; not only for fecrecy, but for hafte : 
whatever was valuable, as their booty : that ¢hey| and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his fons 
found Saul and bis fons fallen in mount Gilboa; to|from the wall of Beth/ban, and came to Fabeh, 
which they had betaken themfelves, when the battle| brought them with them thither, the Pdiliftines 
went againft them in the valley; of which, fee!either having no knowledge of it, or not daring 
ch. xxviii. 4. to oppofe them : and burnt them there ; that is, the 

¥. 9. And they cut off bis head, &c.|] And faft-|flefh of them, for the bones they buried, as in 
ened it in the témple of Dagon, 1 Chron. x. 10.|the next verfe ; and this they did, contrary to the 
perhaps that which was at 4/bdod, one of the prin-|common ufage of the country, which was not to 


cipalities of the Philiffines, ch. v. 1, 2. and ftripped 
off bis armour, or veffels*, his clothes as well as 
his armour, and'what he had about him ; as for 
his crown on his head, and the bracelet on his arm, 
the Amalekite took them before the PAili/tines came, 
2 Sam.i. 10. and fent into the land of the Pbilif- 
tines round about; not his head and his armour, 
for they were placed in the temple of their idols, 
unlefs we can fuppofe thefe were firft carried about 
for fhow, and as proofs of the victory : but rather 
meffengers, who were fent exprefs with the news, 
to publifh it in the houfe of their idols, and among 
the people ; that fo they might be glad and rejoice, 
and give praife to their idols, to whom they afcri- 
bed_the fuccefs they had. 


y¥. 10. And they put bis armour in the houfé of 


Afbtaroth, &c.| A temple dedicated to their dei- 
ties, called by this name; of which fee the note 
on Fudg. ii. 13. Nothing was more common with 
the Gentiles than to place in their temples the arms 
they took from their enemies, as is ftrongly ex- 
prefled by Homer‘ and Virgil*; and indeed the 


burn; but this they did, that if the Philiftines 
fhould come to recover them, they would not be 
able to do it: tho’ the Targum is, ** they burnt 
over them, as they burn over their kings there ;” 
they made a burning for them of {pices over them 5 
or of their beds, and other houfhold-goods, as 
Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve, though they pre- 
fer the other fenfe ; fee 2 Chrox. xvi. 14.. and xxi. 
19. perhaps the true reafon might be, becaufe they 
were putrid and infectious. 

¥.13. And they took their bones, and buried them 
under a trée at Fabefo, &c.|) For though they 
burned the bodies, yet fo as to preferve the bones 3 
and thefe, together with the afhes of the parts 
burnt, they gathered up, and buried under a tree 
near this city; this tree is faid to be an oak, 
1 Chron. x. 12. fo Deborah, the nurfe of Rebekah, 
was buried under an oak, Gew. xxxv. 8. The Fews 
generally interred their dead under fome oak, as 
a fore-mentioned writer obferves *; pleafed per- 
chance with the parallel, as he expreffes it, that as 
thefe plants, feemingly dead in winter, have every 


Fews did the fame, as appears by the fword of}fpring an annual refurrection, fo mens dry bones 


Goliath being laid up in the tabernacle, ch. xx. g. 
Here alfo the heathens’ hung up their own arms 
when the war was ended: aud they faftened his 
body to the wall of Beth/fhan, which Fofepbus™ {ays 
is the fame which in his time was called Scythopolis, 
from the Scythians that poffeffed it, before called 
Ny/a, according to Pliny”: it was given to the 
tribe of Manajfeh, but they could not drive out 
the inhabitants of it, fo that it was always in the 
pofleffion of others, Fo/b. xvii. 11. Fudg. i. 2 
where it is called Beth/bean; to the wall of the 


fhall have new fap put into them at the day of 
judgment: and fajied feven days, not that they 
ate and drank nothing all that time, but they fafted 
every day till evening, as the Fews ufed to do; fo 
long it feems a man may live without eating, but 
not longer; fee the notes on Eyod. xxiv. 18. 
1 Kings xix. 8. this they did, as: Kimchi thinks, in 
memory of the feven days Nahafh the Ammonite 
gave them for their relief, in which time Sau/ came 


7.|and faved them, ch. xi. 3. 
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The Second Book of 


SAMUEL, otherwife 


called, ‘he Second Book of the KINGS. 


HIS book, ih many copies of 
the Hebrew Bible, is carried on 
ey without any new.title put unto it; 
*: the reafon of it is, becaufe, by 
“7 fome, this, with the preceding, 
» has been reckoned but one book : 

RS ~ hence the Fews fay *, Samuel wrote 
his book, not his books ; in others it is called Sa- 
muel fecond; and by the’ Vulgate Latin, the fe- 
cond book of Samuel, which we Call the fecond 
of Kings ; tho’ why his name thould be put to it 
at all, I fee not, fince it neither concerns him, nor 
could it be written by him, being an hiftory of 
events after his death. The Greek verfion calls it 
the fecond of Kiags; and the Syriac verfion, the fe- 
cond book of the kings of J/rae/; whereas there is 
but one king of J/rae/ it makes mention of, and 
of whofe actions only it is an hiftory ; and there- 
fore with greater propriety it is called, as the /ra- 
bic verfion, the book of David the prophet, of 
whofe reign, from the beginning to the end of it, 
it gives an account: wherefore [/dore » thinks it 
was written by David; and if fo, it has this mark 


AEE LORIN 
seca : =a) 


CHAP, 


Ch HIS chapter contains an account of the death 
of Saul and Jonathan, as related to David by 
an Amalekite, ¥. 1~~10. of the forrow he and his 
men were filled with at the news of it, ¥. 11, 12. 
of his order to put to death the meffenger that 
brought the tidings, for his concern in the death 
of Saul, according to his own teftimony, ¥. 13—16. 
and of a lamentation compofed by David on this 
occafion, ¥. 17—27. 


y¥.1. Now it came to pafs after the death of Saul, 
&c.] The third day after, as appears from the 
next verfe: when David was returned from the 
Slaughter of the Amalekites; as related in 1 Sam. 
xxx. 17. and David had abode two days in Ziklag ; 
which, though fired by the Amalekites, was not 
utterly confumed, but there was ftill fome conve- 
nience for the lodging of David and his men ; 
within this time he Bar his prefents to feveral 


* T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol, 14.2. 
® Pefikta in Jarchi in loc, 


> Origin. 1.6, c.2 
© Tanchuma in Yalkut in loc, 


oh 


of fimplicity and integiity, that the writer does 
not fpare himfelf, nor conceal his own faults, and 
particularly that very capital one, the affair of 
Bathfbeba, and alfo his numbering of the people ; 
but it is moft probable, that it was written by 
Nathan and Gad‘, fee 1 Chron. xxix. 29. but who- 
ever was the penman of it, there is no doubt to 
be made of its being written by infpiration, or 
that it is canonical; which has never been quf- 
tioned, fince there ftands in it a famous prophecy 
concerning the building of the temple by a fon of 
David, which had an exaé accomplifhment, ch. 
vii. 12, 13. as well as of the family of David, for 
a great while to come, which alfo was fulfilled, 
y¥. 19. and an eminent paflage concerning the Met-- 
fiah, the fon of David, and of his divine fonfhip, 
y. 14. quoted by the apoftle Paw? in proof of it, 
Heb. i. 5. It contains an hiftory of above forty 
years, for fo long David reigned, feven years and 
fix months in Hebron, over ‘Fudah, and 33 years 
in Ferufalem, over all I/rael and Judah; and this 
book relates his -laft words. - Dt ar 


I. 


places in the tribe of Judah, of which mention 
is made in the chapter “before quoted, and at the 
fame time it was, that fo many mighty men came 
to him from feveral tribes fpoken of in 1 Chron, 
xii. . fire 
y.2. And it came to pafs on the third day, 8cc.] 
After the battle was fought, in which Saal was 
flain: that behold, a man came out of the camp 
Saul, that is, from them who were in the camp 
with Saul, for he was dead. Some fay * this was 
Doeg the Edomite, which is not likely that he fhould 
comerwith fuch tidings to David ; befides, if h 
was Saul’s armour-bearer, as others fay, fee 1 Sai 
xxxi. 4. he died with Sau/; nor his fon, as others*, 
which is not at all probable, though his being 

an Ldomite is no objection, fince the Amaleki 
were of the race of Edom: with bis clothe 
and earth upon bis bead; in token of mournin 
and was the bringer of bad tidings, fee 1 Sam 


Theolog. Hilt. loc, 2. p.86. 
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12. and fo it was when be came to David, that be 
fell to the earth, and did obeifance; as being the 
rifing fun, Saul’s fucceffor, and now king. 

y. 3. And David faid unto him, from whence 
comeft thou? 8&c.| It is very likely by his appear- 
ance and circumftances he fufpected from whence 


: 529 
not tell: and I anfwered him, Iam an Amalekite ; 
Which he might be; but it is not likely he fhould 
tell Sa? Khe'was, which would not recommend him 
to him’; though indeed he was now in fuch cir- 
cumftances, that the Amalekites had ‘nothing to 
feat from him; and if he was flain by him, as 


he came: and he faid unto bim, out of the camp of | Fofepbus* affirms he was, it feems to be'a juft re- 


Ifrael am I efcaped; which plainly fuggefted that 
that was in danger, confufion and diftrels: 

¥. 4. And David faid unto him how went the mat- 
ter ?I pray thee tell me, &c,| That is, how went the 
battle? on which fide the victory? and he anfwered, 
that the people are fled ‘from the battle; meaning the 
people of J/rae/, they had given way, and turned 
their backs upon their enemies, and were fled : and 
many of the people alfo are fallen and dead ; fell by 
the fword in the purfuit of them, and were not only 
wounded, but were flain, and thefe great numbers 
of them: and Saul and ‘fonathan bis fon are dead 
alfo ; which are mentioned laft, becaufe they fell 
fome of the laft; and this part of the account is 
referved by the meffenger to the laft, becaufe it 
was the article of the greateft importance; the death 
of thefe two perfons, the one the enemy, and the 
other the friend of David, and the death of both 
made way for his acceffion to the throne. 

y. 5. And David faid unto the young man that 
told him, &c.| Thefe tidings: ow knoweft thou 
that Saul and Jonathan bis fon be dead? this he 
particularly enquired after, as what moft affected 
him, and was moft material for him to know ; and 
his meaning is, whether he had this of his’ own 
fight arid knowledge, or by report. 

¥. 6. And the young man that told bim, &c.]: So 
it feems he was, and therefore could not be Doeg, 
more likely his fon of the two; but there is no 
reafon to believe he was either of them, who can't 
be thought to be well difpofed to David: faid, as 
I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa ; who was 
either a paffénger that came that way juft ‘as the 
army was routed, and part had fled to Gi/boa ; or 
if a foldiér, was not one of thofe that attended 
Saul, and was of his body-guard, but happened 
on the flight to come to the fame fpot on Gilboa 
where Saul was: bebold, Saul leaned upon his [pear , 
‘that that might pierce him through and die; but 
this feems not true, for he fell upon his fword for 
that purpofe, 1 Sam. xxxi. 4. and lo, the chariots 
and horfemen followed hard after him , the chario- 
teers and cavalry, of which part of the Philifine 
army confifted; though this alfo does not agree 
with the account in the above place ; for according 
to that they were the archers that preffed him hard, 
and hit him. 

y¥. 7. And when he looked behind him, &c.| "To 
fee how near the enemy was, and who were pur- 
fuing him: be faw me, and called unto me by 
which it fhould rather feem that he belonged to 
the Philiftines than to the J/raelites, and as his be- 
ing an Amalekite fhews ; for fuch an one would 
hardly be admitted among the latter, though it is 
moft likely he was with neither, but happened to 
come that way juft at that time: and I anfwered, 
bere am I; ready to hear what thou haft to fay, 
and do thy pleafure. 
- . 8. And be faid 


taliation on him for {paring any of that race, con- 
trary to the will of God. ‘ 

¥.9. And be faid unto me again, ftand, I pray 
thee,‘upon me; and flay me, &c.] Which it can 
hardly be thought Sau/ would fay ; fince he might 
as well have died by ‘the hands of the uncircum- 
cifed Philiftines, which «he endeavoured to avoid, 
as by the hands of an <Avialekite ; for anenifh is 
come upon me, or trembling; as the Targum, not 
through ‘fear of death, but through fear of falling 
into the hands of the Péilifines, and of béing ill 
ufed by them. Some Tender the words, sy em- 
broidered coat, or breaft-plate, or coat of mail, holds 
me *®,-or hinders me ‘from being pierced thro” with 
the {word or {pear ; fo Ben. Gerfom* :~becaufe my 
life is yet whole in me; for though he had been 
wounded by the archers; yet he did not apprehend 
he “had received any mortal wound, but. he was 
ftill heart-whole ; and therefore feared he fhould 
fall into their hands alive, and be jill treated by 
them. 

yy. 10. So I ftood upon him, and flew him, 8tc.] 
Preffed with all ‘his weight upon his body, that 
fo the fpear might pierce through him, and flay 
him ; thus he reprefents his death to be brought 
about: decaufe I was Jure that he could not live after 


that he was fallen, this is not confiftent with what 


he had faid before, both that he was leaning on 
his fpear, and not fallen to the ground, and: that 
his life was whole in him: and I took the crown 
that was upon his head; which made him confpi- 
cuous, and therefore the Phikjlines aimed at him, 
and prefied hard after him, y¥. 6. tho’ fome think 
that this was not on his head, but carried into the 
field of battle, ready to be put on if vitory was 
on his fide ; and others fay it was in the poffeffion | 
and care of Doeg, who at his death gave it to his 
fon to carry to David, and thereby gain his fa+ 
vour': and the bracelet that was on his arm; of 
gold’ no doubt, fo Fo/fepbus*; fuch as great’ pet- 
fonages ufed to wear, men as well’ as women, fee 
Gen. xxxvili. 18. Ezek. xxiii. 42. efpecially mili- 
tary men™. ‘archi takes them to be the totaphot 
or phylacteries on the arm, which is not proba- 
ble: and have brought them hither unto my lord; 
as enfigns of royalty, fit only for a king, Saul’s 


| fucceffor, as this perfon, by calling him lord, owned 


him to be, and thought by bringing thofe to him 
to be highly honoured and rewarded. " 

y¥. 11. Then David took hold on bis clothes, &c.] 
Not onthe young man’s but his own: and rent 
them; on hearing of the death of Saul and Fonathan, 
fee Gen. xxxvii. 34. from whence the Jews ' gather, 
that aman is bound to rend his clothes for a prince, 
and for the father of the Sanbedrim, fince Saul, 
they fay, was the prince, and Fouathan the father 
of that court: and likewife all the men that were 
with him; rent their clothes alfo, in imitation’ of 


unto me, who art thou 2. &c.]\him ; the fame cuftom obtained among the Gentiles 


Being willing to know whether a friend or an ene-{on mournful occafions ®. 


my, which by his coming behind ‘him he could 


_ f Antiq. 1.G.ce 14. $7. oe 
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c. 17. 9. 9 Ut fupra. 
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831% tunica feutulata, Braunius ; ocellata chlamys, Junius & Tremellius, 
Pheenix, p. 219, A Y¥i 

k Vid. Liv. Hift, Decad. 1. 1. 10. c. 44. 
n ———— it {ciffa vefte Latinus. 


Vid. Braunium de Veft. Sacerdot. Heb. 1. 1. 
1 'T. Bab. Moed 
Virgil. Zneid, 12. prope finem. 


6 T 


- 


230 rt Il. § AM UB Le Chai. — 


y. 12.And they mourned and wept, &cc.}_ In-| armies had great power in thofe times and countries 
wardly mourned, and outwardly wept, no doubt] to execute a inan immediately, without anyother — 
fincerely : and fafted until even; eat no food all| judge or ay what may ferve, or David, might 
that day until it was evening, the manner in which} think would ferve, to juttify him in doing this, is 
fafts ufed to be kept: for Saul and for Fonatkan| what follows. Puri! Be dae | 
bis fons it is no wonder that David and his men} ¥. 16, And David faid unto him, thy l 4 fe 


| Simo’ 


fhould mourn for Yonathan, a good man, and a| upon thy head, &c.) The blood that he h 
valiant one, and a dear and faithful friend of Da-|let him fuffer for it; for.as he had fhed., | 
via’s ; but it may féem not fo clear a thing, that|his blood ought to be fhed, according. to the 
they fhould mourn for Sau/ a wicked man, and|of God; and for proof of this, that: he | 
a perfecutor of David without caufe : but it fhould done, he appeals to his own confeffion ; or thy 
be obferved, that he had been reconciled to David, mouth hath teftified againft thee, faying; J have flain 
and had not fince attempted any thing againft him; the Lord’s anointed, and.what might ferve to con- 
befides, he was his prince, his father-in-law, and| frm the. truth, of what .he. had faid, tere the 
the rather he might be grieved for his death, and|crown and. bracelet which he, brought, along with 
his men with him, becaufe it was matter of joy to] him,;,and_befides, he was.an dmalekite, of ana . 
the Philiftines, and they would endeavour to avail | tion that was devoted to deftruction; and, as.4ar- 
themfelves of it ; and efpecially the manner of. his binel thinks, David might fuppofe, that he killed 
death, that he fhould be the caufe of it himfelf,|Saa/ to take vengeance on, him for what he had 
and die without repentance, as it might be feared, done to.theit nation ; but afterall, both he and 
and quickly after confultation with a -witch, and | Maimonides” allow the punifhment of him. was not 
when left of God, if thefe particulars were known | {trictly according to law,,.but was a temporary de- 
to David: and for the people of the Lord, and for| cree, an extraordinary, cafe, andyan)act of royal 
the houfe of Ifrael, that is, the people of the Lord, | authority ; for in Common. cafes a man. was not to 
even the houfe of J/rael, or who were of the haufe|be condemned, and) put to. death upon his own 
of I/rael, or if they are to be diftinguifhed, the confeffion, ,,fince it is poflible he may, .not.be in his 
former may refpect the people of the Lord; who] right.mind°®; but David chofe to. exercife feverity 
died in battle, for whom mourning was made ;}in this. cafe, partly to fhew his refpect.to Sau/, and ~ 
and the latter the people that furvived,: the, whole] to ingratiate himielf into the favour of hisfriends, 
kingdom of J/rae/, which had -fuftained a great|and partly to deter men, from attempting to afiaf- 
lofs by the laughter made in this battle, as it fol-|finate princes, who -himfelf was now about.to 
lows: becaufe they were fallen by the fword; fo}afcend the,throne... .. . ‘kadai te ” * 
many of. them. ¥.17. And David lamented with this lamenta- 
¥. 13. And David faid unto the young man that \ tion-over Saul, and over Fonathan his fon.) _Com- 
told him, whence art thou? &c.} From what place, | pofed the following elegy on account of their death, 
or of what people. and nation art thou ?. though |and fung it in a tune .agreeable to it, he and the 
Abarbinel thinks it neither refpets. place nor peo- |men that were with him. aegis To Teka 
ple, but that David thought he was another man’s|_ ¥.18.. (d/o he bad them teach the children of 
fervant; fo that the fenfe of the queftion is, to|Zudab the ufe of the bow, &c.]. Thele words, 
what man did he belong? aud be anfwered, J am | with. what follow in this verfe, are rightly put into 
the fon of a firanger, an Amalekite; he was not {a parenthefis, fince. they don’t begin nor make any 
any man’s fervant, but the fon of a profelyte, of | part of the e/egia- dong, or lamentation.of David ; 
one that was by birth and, nation an Amalekite, but|and are here inierted to fhew, that amidit his for- 
profelyted to the Fewifh religion ; he might know|row and lamentation, he was not unmindful of the 
of what nation he originally was, by the account| welfare of the people, and to provide for.their de- 
he had given of what paffed between him and|fence and fecurity; and therefore gave. orders that 
Saul, y. 8. tho’ the mind of David might be fo|care fhould be taken, efpecially in the tribe of 
difturbed as not to advert to it; or if he did,. he|%udab, which was his own tribe,. and where he 
might be willing to have it repeated for confirma- | had the greateft authority, and for whom he might 
tion fake. . |have the chiefeft concern, that they fhould. .be 
y¥.14. And David faid untohim, how, waft thou\trained up in military exercifes, learn the. art of 
not afraid to firetch forth thine hand, &c.| By which war,.and_ the ufe of every weapon of, war, parti- 
it fhotld feem that he did more than ftand upon, cularly of the bow, which being a principal one, 
him, and prefs his body, that the fpear mighti}may be put for all; and which may, be the ra- 
pierce through him, but that he drew his fword,|ther mentioned, becaufe the Philiftines were expert 
and flew him ; fo David underftood him, and is|in the ufe of it, and feemed to have. done «much 
the fenfe of the phrafe in 1 Sam. xvii. 51. to defroy|execution with it in the late battle, fee 1 Sam. XXxi. 
the Lord’s anointed ; a reafon why David did not|3. They are faid? to be the inventers-of it ; tho’ 
deftroy him, when it was in, the power of .his| Piay% afcribes it to others 5; and it wnay ‘be the 
hands, and which he made ufe of to diffuade others |people of J/rael and of, ¥udah had of late negleét- 
from ‘it; and here charges it not only asa criminal,}ed. to learn the. ufe. of it, and tomakeufe of it, 
‘but a daring action in this young man, at which he| and inftead of that had taken, to other fort. of -arms 
exprefles his admiration how he could do it; hereby |in fighting ;. for that, that was not unknown to 
reprefenting it as avery fhocking and deteftable/them, or wholly difufed, is clear from this fong, 
action ; fee 1 Sam. xxiv. 6. and xxvi. 9, 11. y¥.22. fee alfo 1 Chron. xii. 2. Moreover, the 
y.15. And David called one of the young men,\Philiftines, efpecially the .Cherethites, were “expert 
&c.}] His fervants that attended on him: and faid,|in archery, David found , ways and means to get 
go near, and fall upon him by fmiting him with| fome of them afterwards into his fervice, and t 
his fword: and he fmote him that he died; his or-| whom he might improve his people in the art, fee 
ders were inftantly obeyed. ‘Kings and generals of ese viii, 18. though fome ‘are of opinion, that the 
° f yt 2097 tv KHTOGS pe “ 
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word Kefbet or bow, was the title of the following| there was fuch a violent fhowet fell, that he wag 
lamentation or fong, taken from»the mention \of|wet through his clothes; and in’ the year 1273 

Fonathan’s bow in it ; which fong the children: of|lying all night upon this hill, there was a great 

Judah were to be taught. to fing but then, as|dew fell upon him: zor fields of, offerings; of 

has been obferved by fome, for:this there would|heave-offerings;: the meaning is, that he éould with 

have been no need of the following reference, fince|almoft that thofe his were not fruitful, ‘and that 
the whole of this fong is here recorded : debold,it\they brought no fruit to perfection; fo much as 
is written in the book of Fafeer); which the:Zar-|that heave-offerings for the fervice of the fanctuary 
gum calls the book of the law.; and archi and \might be’ taken; which is expreffive of ‘great fte- 
Ben Gerfomreftrain it to the book of Genefs, the|rility and fcarcity, fee Foe! i. 13, 16: for there the 
book of the upright, Abraham, » aac and ‘facob,\foield of the mighty is vilely caft away; mighty men 
and fuppole refpect is had to the prophecy con-|were obliged to caft away their fhields and flee; 
cerning Judah, Gen. xlix. 8, 9. but Kimchi ex-|which were greatly to their reproach and fcandal, 
tending it to all the five books of Mo/es, sadds his}and to .that:of ‘the whole nation : it was ‘always 
blefling, in. Devt. xxxiiik 72° In the Aradic ver-|reckoned very fcandalous, and a great crime, even 
fion, it is explained of the book of Samuel, in-|punifhable with death,. to caft away a thield; both 
terpreted the book of fongs, as if it was a collec-|with the Greeks and others” : yea alfo she fhield of 
tion of fongs; which favours the above fenfe. Fe-|Sau/, as though he had not been anointed with oil ; 
rom * interprets it of the fame book, the book of|as if he’ was not the anointed king of J/rael, but a 
the righteous prophets, Samuel, Gad and Natham:\common foldier ; or elfe this refpects his fhield, as 
but this book feems to have been’a public regifter|if that’ was not anointed, as fhields ufed to be, 
or annals, in which were recorded memorable ac-|that they might be fmooth and glib, and miffile 
tions in any age, and had its name from the up-|weapons, as arrows and others might not pafs 
rightnefs and faithfulnefs in which it was kept ;|through them, but flide off; fee Jf xxi. 5. though 
and in this were. fet down the order of David for|Gerfom gives a different turn, that Saal’s fhield 
the teaching the children of Fudab the ule of the|being in continual ufe, needed not to be anointed; 
bow, and perhaps the method which he directed|as'thofe did which for a time had been laid afide. 
to for inftruction in it; fee the note on Fo/b..x.| Abarbinel interprets thefe words thus, that he, 
who was the fhield of the mighty, even Saal him- 
felf, was vilely caft away, or becomé loathfome ; 
and that his fhield was anointed; not with oil, but 
with the blood of the flain, and the fat of the 
mighty, connecting them with the words follow- 
ing. 

y. 22.) Prom the blood of the flain, from the fat 
of the mighty, the bow of Fonathan turned not back; 
&c,] That is, it always did execution, the ar- 
rows fhot from it pierced into men, fhed their 
blood, and flew them; even they entered into the 
fat of the mighty, or mighty ones, that were fat, 
and brought them down ; fo the arrows of the 
Medes and Perfians, the expert men among them; 
are faid not to return in vain, Fer: 1. 9. and the 


fword of Saul returned not empty; but was the 
ftood of a command of David, who could not|means of flaying many-; though Adarbinel obferves 


hinder the victory the Philifines had got over J/-|alfo, that this may be interpreted of the blood of 
vael being known at Gath, and talked of with|the flain, and of the fat of the mighty men of J/- 
pleafure there, but a wifh ithad not: publifh it not\rael, and that though Saul and Fonathan faw many 
in the fireets of Afkelon ; another of the principali-|of thefe fall before their eyes, yet for or becaufe 
ties of the Pdiliftines, and the fenfe the fame as|of their blood, they were not intimidated and re- 
before: /eff the daughters of the Philiftines rejoice,\ftrained from fighting; the bow of the. one, and 
left the daughters of the uncircumcifed triumph ; it\the fhield of the other, turned not back on that 
‘being ufual in thofe times and countries for wo-|account. 
men, young women more efpecially, to exprefs| y.23. Saul and Fonathan were lovely and plea- 
their joy on occafion of victories obtained, by fing-|/ant in their lives, &c.] To one another, had no 
ing and dancing, Fudg. xi 34. 1 Sam. xviii. 6, 7. {quarrel or difference with each other, only on the 
y. 21. Ye mountains of Gilboa, 8c.) On which|account of David; otherwife they agreed together 
fell Saul and his fons, and many of the people of|in the court, and in the camp, in their councils, 
Uiael, ¥.6. 1 Sam. xxxiet. let there be wo. dew,|and initheir conduct: and in their death they were 
neither let there be rain upon you; which is not|not divided, neither from the people, nor from 
to be underftood as a real imprecation for Davidjone another; Jonathan ttuck clofe by his father 
would never curfe any part of the land of J/rae/,|to the laft ; which is obferved to clear him from 
for which he had fo great a regard; but.only.as ajany imputation of confpiracy againft him: shey 
poetical figure, expreffing his concern for, and ab-|were fwifter than eagles; in the quick difpatch of 
horrence of what happened on thofe mountains ;|bufinefs, in hafting to the relief of the diftreffed, 
much lefs did this in reality take place, as fomejas Saul to the men of Jade/b-gilead, and in the 
have feigned, as if never dew nor rain defcended purfuit of their enemies, as of the Philiftines, 
on them ' afterwards ; which has been confuted by more than once: they were ftronger than lions ; in 
travellers, particularly Borchard", who {peaking fighting with their enemies, who became an eafy 
_of this mountain, fays, that as he was upon it, prey to them; and what is ftronger than 


$9: 
ts 19. The beauty of Ifrael is flain upon the high 
places, &c.}, The high mountains of Gi/boa, where 
Saul their king, and Fonathan his fon, a prince of 
the blood, and natural heir to the crown, and 
multitudes of young men, the flower of the na- 
tion, were wounded and flain. Here begins the 
Jamentation, or the elegiac fong : how are the mighty 
fallen! mighty men of war, {trong and valiant, 
as Saul and his fons were, and the foldiers in his 
army. 
¥. 20. Tell it not in Gath, &c.| One of the five 
principalities of the Puilijtines, and the chief of 
_ them, being raifed to a kingdom, and whofe king 
was at the head of the armies of the Phili/tines 
that engaged with Saul... This is not to be under- 


a lion 
among 
* Trad. Heb. in 2 lib. Reg. fol. 77. D. t Cippi Heb. p. 34. « Apud Hottinger. not. in ib. fee 
Bunting’s Travels, p. 131. w Tfocrates de Pace, p: 354. Horat. Carmin, 1. 2. ode 7, “‘Tacitus'de Mor. Ger- 
man, ¢.6. Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier. 1. 2. ¢. 13. 
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among beafts? Judg. xiv. 18.;Prows:xxx.30. OF) 


{wifter.than an eagle, among birds, whichis faid to 
éut the air with its wings *? 6 1 ida ai! 
~ y. 24. Ye daughters of Irael, weep: over Saul, 
&c.} In their mournful. elegies 5, tbo clothed you 
with fcarlet, with other delights ; not only with fcar- 
let, but with other fine and delightful apparel, fuch 
as were very pleafing to the female fex, efpecially 
young people, who are delighted with gay apparel 5 
this Saul.was the means of, through, the fpoil he 
took from his enemies, and by other methods taken 
by him to the enriching of the nation, «whereby 
hufbands and parents were enabled to provide rich 
clothes for their -wives and -children:-ho put on 
ornaments of gold upon your apparel, broidered 
work, jewels of gold, Ge. See [anil 18—23. 
Exek, xvi. 10-13. we 

y. 25. How are the mighty fallen inthe: midft of 
the battle! &c.| . The mighty and valiant men of 
war, the common foldiers as well-as their general 
officers, whofe lofs David mourns, andthe: repe- 
tition of it fhews how much it affected him: O 7o- 
nathan, thou walt flain in thine high places ; in the 
high places of the land of J/rae/, the mountains 
of Gilboa ; which though high, and in his own coun- 
try, could not protect him from his enemies, and 
from falling by their hands; he who had been fo 
valiant and victorious a prince, and yet he fell, not 
in an enemy’s country but his owa.) - 

y. 26. Lam difirelfed for thee,. my brother fona- 
than, &e.| So he was not only by nation and reli- 
gion, but by affinity, having married the fitter of Fo- 
nathan, and {till more fo by affection and friendthip, 
he beinga friend of Davia’s, that ftuck clofer to him 
than a brother, and who loved him as his own foul ; 
he was diftreffed for him, notonaccountof his fpiritual 
and_eternal {tate, which he doubted not,was happy, 
but for the manner of his death, his-lofs of him 


fel and advice, ‘and affiftance in his prefent circum- 


|ftances': very pleasant baft’ thou been unto més in 
their friendly vifits of, and converfation with, 


anothers many a'pleafant hour ‘had’ they {pe it toe 
gether, but now: muft fee each othets ; “no 
more in this world: thy love to me was wonderful 3 
as indeed he might well fay, being towards one of 
a mean extract in’comparifon of his} to one who 
was not his own brother, but a brother-in-law; and 
to.one that'was.a rivalsto the crown’ he’was heir to, 
and would take it before him ; and ‘who ran th 
rifque of lofing his father’s affection, and even ‘his 
life, for efpoufing: his*caufe : fee '¥ Sam. xviii. 1, 
33 °4.and xix. 2, 4. and xx. 30, 33. paffing the love 
of women ; eitherthatowhich they are loved with b 
‘men, or that with which they love theit hufban 
and children; which is generally the ftrongeft and 
moft affectionate.’ “The Targum’ is;°* more than 
the love of two women,” than ‘his two wives, 47+ 
noam and Abigail ; fo Kimchi, meaning that he was 
more ftrongly and affectionately loved by Fonathan 
than by.them, who-yet might love him very well 
too. 3 iw saline. 
¥027. How are theimiehty fallen, 8c] This is 
the burden of this elegiac fong, being the third time 
ivis mentioned ; aud the weapons of war perifbed ; 
not only the valiant foldiers were killed, but their 
arms were loft ; and particularly he may mean San? 
and ‘Fonathan, who as they were the ‘fhields of the 
people, fo they were ‘the true weapons and inftr 
ments of war, and ‘with them all ri euege Moby 
perifhed; which muft be underftood as a poetical 
figure, exaggerating their military characters; 
otherwife David, and many mighty men with him, 
remained, and who revived and increaféd the mili- 
tary glory of J/rae/, as the following hiftory fhews, 
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quiring of the Lord,. was directed to go up 


HIS. chapter relates; that David, upon en-| Lord, as the Targum, by Abiathar the prieft, and 


through the Urim and Thummim, in the ephod’ he 


to Hebron, and did, where he was anointed’ king of |had put on on this occafion : /aying, foall T go up 


Judah, y..1—4. And, that being told of the 
kindnefs of the men of .Fabe/b-gilead in. burying 
Saul, he, tent .them thanks, and promifed to re- 
member it, ;and took the opportunity to let them 
know he was anointed king over Judabs-¥. 5, 6, 7. 
It alfo relates that Abner fet-up Lh-bofheth, the fon 
of Saul, to be king over J/rae/, ¥. 8—1%.,and that 
there: was a.rencounter. betweert 12 of bner’s men 
and 12 of David’s, which brought ona fore battle 
between them, in which. ddner was beaten, y. 
12—r7. and Afabel, who was: of David's 
party, was flain in. the purfuit by, bser, ¥. 


into any of the cities of Fudab? though the Lord 
had promifed him the kingdom, and’ he had been 
anointed by Samuel by his appointment, yet he was 
not hafty to take it into his hands, but was defirous 
of acting according to the will of God, and by his 
direction, and wait his time when and where he 


fhould go and take poffeffion of it; he mentions’ 


Judab becaufe it was his own tribe, and where he 
had the moft friends: And the Lord faid unto bim, 
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and want of his pleafant converfation,’ of his coun’ 


« 


Go up ; from Zik/ag into the tribe of Fudah, but did - 


not mention any particular place whither he fhould - 


go; hence another: queftion was put: 4d David 


18—25. when a retreat. was founded. by Joab, at |/aid, Whither foall I goup? To what town or city 
in the ‘tribe of Fudab? ‘Whether Ferufalem or any - 


the influence of Abner, who, with his men, betook 
themfelves. 10 Mahanaim,. where he -had. left. J/b- 
bofheth, ¥. 26—29. 


other? Aud he faid, Unto Hebron; a city of the 


And the chapter. clofes with) priefts, a city of refuge, 20 miles from Feru/alem, 


an account of the flain on both fides, the burial of}orsmore, which is not direéted to, becaufe it was 
Afahel, and the return of. Foab with David’s men|then chiefly in the hands of the Febufites, and be- ~ 


to Hebron, ¥. 305 31, 32. 


¥. 1, And it came to pafs after this, &c.] After|the metropolis of Fadab. ; 


David had heard of the death of Sgu/ and Fonathan, 


and made¢a lamentation over them, perhaps the next| Ziklag to Hebron, which was 16 miles poet ss 
day ; fince David and his men are only faid to| Bunting %; and bis two wives alfo, am the 
12.|Fezreelite/s, and Abigail Nabal’s wife the Carmelite, 


iS 


that David enquired of the Lord; of the Word of the |who were beloved by him, and who had thared with _ 


mourn, and weep, and faft till even, ch. i. 


* lian. Hilt. Animal. 1.15, ¢. 22. Vid. Ciceron. de divinatione, 1. 2, prope finem. 


¥: 2. So David went up thither, &c.] From 
Abinoam 


— 
7 Ut fupra, p. 137, 9 «© 
ia 


caufe, as Procopius Gazeus fays, Hebron was now ~ 
i 


~«~ 


him in his troubles, and which he took with him to) kinduefs becaufe of it; that is, have aiué you this’ 
partake of his honour and grandeur, wealth and|/honour by fending meffengers to you, to thank 


riches ; in which he was nowa type of Chriff.. See 
Rom. viii. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. . 

¥. 3. And bis men that were with him, did Da- 
vid bring up, every man with bis houfbold, &c.] 
They and their families, and no doubt provided 
well for them when he was fettled on the throne, 
who had fhewn thernfelves to be his faithful friends, 
clofely attached to his intereft, and had run the rifque 
of their all on his account. See Maft. xix. 28. 
And they dwelt in the cities of Hebron ; in the towns 
and villages about it ; for that  itfelf being a city 
of refuge, and inhabited by priefts, there was not 
room enough for all David’s men, who were now 
increafing, perfons from various tribes flocking to 
him. See 1 Chron. xii. 
. ¥. 4. And the men of Fudab came, &ce.] The 


you for it, and, by wifhing a bleffing upon you on 
account of it, and by praifing and commending 
you for it; but the former fenfe feems beft. . 

¥. 7. Now therefore let your bands be ftrengthened, 
and be ye valiant, &c.] And not be afraid of 
the Philiftines, who might tefent their condic in 
taking away from them the bodies of Sau/ and his 
fons, whom they had hung up in triumph; and 
thefe men might fear they woiild bring their armies 
again{t them, and deftroy them ; but David bids 
them be of good heart and courage, ahd not be 
afraid of them ; for your majfter Saul is dead; or 
rather though * he is dead ; for that hé was dead 
they knew full well; having buried him, and rieeded 
no information of it; but Being dead, they might 
be difcouraged, as having none to protect and defend 


inhabitants of the tribe of Fwdab came from the fe- (them, or come to their relief as he did, fhould they 
veral parts of it to Hebron, that is, the principal of (be attacked : and aljo the houfe of Fudab have anointed 


them, the elders of each city; and there *bey| 
anointed David king over the boufe of ‘fudab: they 
did not take upon them to make him king over all 
dfrael, but left the reft of the tribes to aét for 
themfelves ; and nodoubt in this they had the mind 
of David, who was not willing to force himfelf 
upon the people at once, but by degrees get the 
whole government into his hands, as providence 
fhould make his-way ; thefe men knew the kingdom 
was promifed to their tribe, from Gen. xlix. ro. 
and were quite.clear in what they did, and, with- 
out queftion, knew that David had been anointed 
by Samuel: butas that anointing was only a decla- 
ration of the Lord’s choice of him, and of his will 
that he fhould be king after Sau/’s death; he is 
again anointed by the people, as an inauguration 
into his office: and they told David, faying, That 
the men of Fabefb-gilead were they that buried Saul. 
It is highly probable, that as foon as David was 
anointed king, the firft thing he thought of was to 
enquire after the body of the late king, and give it 
an honourable interment, and upon enquiry was 
told, that the men of Yabe/b-gilead had buried him 
already., See 1 Sam, xxxi. 11, 12, 13. 


me king over them; or for even, or notwith/tanding ° : 
and this therefore being the cafe, he would take 
their parts, and help and affift them ; and which 
he fggefts to them, to invite them to own him as 
their King alfo, and put themfelves under his pro- 
tection. © 

¥. 8. But Abner, the fon of Ner, captain of Saul’ s 
hoft, 8c.} This rhan’s father, Ner, was Sauls 
uncle, and he was his own coufin, and being gene- 
ral of his army, a poft he was willing to keep, 
might be the reafons for doing what he did, as 
follows ; took I/h-bofbeth the fon of Saul; and who 
feems to be his only fon left, except what he had 
by his concubine. This man’s name is E/h-baal 
in 1 Chron. viii, 33. andix. 39. Baalis the name 
of a fhameful Idol, and which was therefore fomeé- 
times called Bofheth, fhame. See Hofe# ix. ro. 
wherefore fiich names of men, whith had Baa/ in 
them, were changed for Befbeth or. Bofbeth, as the 
names of Yerab-baal and Merib-baal, who were 
called Ferub-bofheth and Mephi-bofbeth. See Fude. 
viii, 35. compared with 2 Sam. xi. 21. and 2 Sam. 
iv. 4. with 1 Chron. viii. 34. and ix. 40. The lattet 
of thefe, a fon of Fonathan, bid faireft- for the 


¥. 5. And David fent meffengers unto the. men of\crown by lineal fucceffion, but he being but five 


Fabefo-gilead, &c.| To return them thanks for 
their courage and boldnefs, in refcuing the bodies 
of Sau/ and his fons out of the hands of the Pdi- 
liftines, and for their civility in the burial of them : 
and faid unto them, Bleffedbe ye of the Lord, which 
may be confidered either as a wifh, the Lord blefs 
you for it; or as. a prediction, the Lord will blefs 
you, that ye have foewed this kindnefs unto your lord, 
even unto Saul, and have buried him: 'To bury the 
dead, with the Zews, was always reckoned an in- 
ftance of humanity and kindnefs, and: indeed of 
piety ; an act done in imitation of God *, who bu- 
ried Mofes, and fo it might be expected the divine 
blefling would attend it. ; 
 ¥. 6. And now the Lord fhew kinduefs and truth 
unto you, &c. | ‘Or true kindnefs; confer real fa- 
-vours, beftow upon you good and fubftantial blef- 
dings, bleffings indeed! and I alfo will requite you 
_ this kindnefs, becaufe ye have done this thing. He 
not only prayed to God to blefs them and reward 
them for it, but would remember them himfelf, 
and at a proper opportunity would fhew favour to, 
‘them for this act of kindnefs to Sau/., De Dieu 
propofes to confideration, whether it may not be as 


_ 2 T. Bab. Bava Metzia, fol. 30. 2. and Sotah, fol. 14. 1. 
and Patrick. 
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well interpreted to this fenfe, and I alfo do you this \Gefourites, as the Vulgate Latin verfion; but 


> [5j\tamen, V.L. nam fimiliter, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, 
—— ie 6 


years of age, and lame, this man Abner judged 
fitteft for his purpofe ; arid though he knew it was 
the will of God, and he had fworn that David 
fhonld be king, yet fo blind and obftinate was his 
ambition, that he fet up another againft him: and 
brought him over to Mabanaim; a city on the other 
fide Yordan, in the tribe of Gad, on the border of 
the half tribe of Manaffeh ; fee Fob. xiii, 26—30: 
Gen. xxxii. 2. and hither Abner had Jb-bofhetb; 
partly to keep the men of Fabefh-gilead in awe, to 
whom David had fent meffengers, acquainting them 
with his being king of. Fudah, and pfevent their 
joining with him; and partly that’ he miglit be af 
a proper diftance both from the Philiftines and from 
David, tilt he could form his meafures; and gra- 
dually carry his point, as he did. 

y. 9. And he made him king over Gilead, &c.] 
Which lay beyond ‘fordan, and included the tribes 
of Gad and Reuben, and the half tribe of Manaffeb ; 
thefe he prevailed upon to acknowledge J/b-bofheth 
their king, and proclaimed him king ovet them: 
and over the Ajburites; that is, thofe of the loufe 
or tribe of Afber, as the Targum, and indeed noné 
elfe can well be’thought of ; fome indeed read thé 
thefe 
were 


* 95 licet enim, V. L. quamvis, Pifcator. So Poot 
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were never expelled by the /raclites, and had, at) dofbeth had all the reft, yet Fudeb was anumerous; — 
this time a king over them, chap. iii, 3. fee 7o/b.| powerful, and warlike tribe ; and befides many out — 
xiii. 13. and over Fezreels the great plain which|of the other tribes had joined them, and above all, 

went along the borders of Zebulun, Ifjachar; and|God was on their fide; and they had his promife to 

Naphtali, and included thefe tribes; and over|rely upon with refpect to the eftablifhment of the — 
Epbraim, and over Benjamin, the tribes of Ephraim kingdom in the houfe of David; and his power and» * 
and Benjamin ; and over all Ifrael, excepting the| providence to truft in, and therefore went out boldly — 


tribe of Fudabh; that is, he prevailed firft on one 
of thefe; then on another, until he got all the tribes 
of J/rael to own him for their king ; David all this 
time being ftill and quiet, and not oppofing him, 
waiting God’s own time to open the way for his 
poffefion of the kingdom over all J/rae/, and 
having a ftriét regard to his oath to Sant, 1 Sam. 
NXIV. 215 22. , 

y. 10. Jh-bofheth Saul’s fon was forty years old 
when be began to reign over I/rael, &c.| Being 
born the fame year his father began to reign. See 
the note on 1 Sam. xxxi.6. And reigned two years ; 


and chearfully to meet the armies of J/rael under 
Abner : and met together by the pool of Gibeon; the 
fame perhaps with the great waters in Gideon, Fer. 
xli..12. and they fat down, the one on the one fide of 
the pool, and the other on the other fide of the pools 
facing one another, and watching each other’s mo= 
tions, ? a 
¥. 14, And Abner faid to Foab, &c.) Perceiving he 
made no motion towards an engagement with him, — 
his orders from David being only to aé on the de- © 
fenfive, and avoid as much as poffible the effufion 
of blood: Let the young men now arife, and play be~ 


which fome underftand of thefe, and no more; and) fore us; with their fwords,; after the manner of gla- 


whereas David reigned feven years and a half over 
Fudab, before he reigned over all Srael, it is 
thought by the Few chronologer ‘, that there was 
a vacancy in the throne of J/rael for the {pace of 
five years, and fo fays Kivichi ; which vacancy was 
either before the reign of J/b-bofbeth, it being a mat- 
ter in difpute whether he or Mephibofreih thould be 
fet up, or after his death ; the tribes of J/rae/ being fo 
long ere they acknowledged David their king; or 
Ih-bofieth’s reign of two years muft be in the middle 


of David's reign over Judah; but there is no need] 


to fuppofe either of thefe, for the text fays not that 
Jih-bofpeth reigned only two years ; but the meaning 
is, as Ben Gerfom oblerves, that he had reigned two 
years when the following things happened, and a 
war began, and not by him but by éner, and car- 
ried on by him; and he being an ina¢tive prince, 
the reft of his reign was reckoned as no reign, 
whereas he lived and reigned the fame length of 
time David did over Fudah; fee chap. iii. 1. but 
the houfe of Fudab followed David; kept clofe to 
him as their king, yielding a chearful obedience to 
him. 
y¥. 14. And the time that David was king in He- 
bron over the houfe of Fudab, &c.| And over them 
only, was feven years and fix months; to which 
being added thirty-three years he reigned over all 
Hrael in Ferufalem, made 40 years and 6 months s. 
and which, for the roundnefs of the number, is 
ufually called 40 years. See chap. v. 4. 1 Kings 
ijn BI. 
_  W. 12, And Abner the fon of Ner, &c.] Who 
was before captain of Saul’s hoft, and now of Jb- 
bofbeth’s: and the fervants of Ifh-bofneth the fon of 
Saul, who feem to be not only his domeftic fervants, 
that waited upon him, or his courtiers, but his 


whole army by what follows: went out from Maba-} 


naim to Gibeou ; came from the city on the other 
‘fide Fordan, where perhaps they had been two 
years paft, cancerting fchemes to bring all J/rael 
under the government of [/b-Lofheth ; in which they 
had fucceeded, only Fudabh ftood out with David, 
and in order to reduce that tribe, they pafled over 
Jordan and came to Gideon, a city in Benjamin, See 
Foo. xviii. 25. : 

¥.13. And Foab the fon of Zeruiah, &c.) A 
fifter of David, and this her fon was general of Da- 
vid's army: and the fervants of David went out ; 
that is, his army went out from Hebron to Gibeon, 
which was 24 miles “, to meet that under Abner; 
for though he had but one tribe with him, and Jé- 


© Seder Olam Rabba, c, 13. p. 37- 


diators or duellers ; that it might appear who were 
beft fkilled in the ufe of the fword, and who were 


the braveft, ftouteft, and moft courageous; and 


this he propofed in a way of bravado, and in order 


‘to bring on a battle, or to decide the quatreb bes 
‘tween them ; and this bloody barbarous -exercife 


Abner calls play, as if it was a diverfion and paftime 
to fee men wounding and killing: one another : and 
Joab faid, Let them arife ; he accepted the challenge, 
not caring to be heétored and bullied by Abner. 

¥. 15. Then there arofe and went over by number 
twelve of Benjamin, &c.) Whom Abner had picked 
out of that tribe, being his own, and whom he 
knew to be {tour and courageous men,» and clofely 
attached to him... It feems by this, as if Abdner’s 


‘men, which pertained to [/b-bofbeth the fom of Saul, 


paffed over the pool of Gideon unto Foab’s men 3 fo’ 
forward were they to: engage in this duel, and it 
makes it ftill more appear that they were the ag- 
greflors : and twelve of the fervants of David; of 
his army under Yoas, whom Foad either felected,- 
or they offered themfelves as willing to engage with 
the twelve that were come over. . 
¥. 16. And they caught every one bis fellow by the 
bead, &c. By the hair of his head with his hand : 
and thrutt bis fword in bis fellows fide, which he’ 
had in the other ; fo they fell down together : the 12 
on each fide, all the 24; fome think only the rz 
on Abner’s fide fell; but to me it feems that they 
all fell dead as one man, fince they thruft their 
{words in each others fides: wherefore that place’ 
was called Helkath-hazzurim; the field of rocks, or 
of mighty men as ftrong assrocks, who ftood as 
immoveable, and would not give way, but fell and 
died in the field of battle ; the Targum interprets it,: 
the inheritance of the flain. ope 
y. 17. And there was a very fore battle that day, 
&c.]. When the twenty-four men fell together, and 
no decifion could be made thereby, or any triumph- 
oneither fide, both armies drew up*in battle-array, 
and fought very furioufly: and Abner was beaten, 
and the men of Ifrael before the fervants of David, 
the army under him had the worft of it, and were 
routed, and obliged to flee before the army of Da- 
vid under the command of Foad. ho ae 
¥. 18. And there were three fons of Zeruiab there, 


&c.] In the battle, Foab, and Abifoei, and Afa- * 


hel. ‘Joab was the general of the army, Abifhat 
was he who went into Sau/’s hoft at night, and 
took away his fpear and crufe of water at his h 


1 Sam. xxvi. 6,.7. and it is for the fake of gabe, 
in 


/ 
4 Bunting’s Travels, p. 146. 


———.. 


Ch. it. ¥. 19—26. 


Afahel, that the account is given, the ftory of his 
death being about to be told. And Afabel was as 
light of foot as a wild roe fwiftnefS of foot, as 
well as courage, for which this man was famous, 


I. S4MUE L. 


right David's, and would be his, and he muft be 
obliged to make peace with him; when he fhould 
ftand in need of ‘¥oab as his friend, which he could 


_warriour *. 


not expect,.if he flew his brother, nor to live in fa- 
vour and friendfhip with him hereafter. > “ 

So Achilles, in Homer ', is often faid| wy. 23. Howwbeit he refused to turn afide, &c.J 
to be fwift of foot, and others of his Heroes arc} Determined on making him his captive if poffible. 
commended for their fwiftnefs. Harold, fon of King| Wherefore Abner with the binder end of the {pear ; he 
Canutus, was from his {wiftnefs * called Haréfoot; as} had in his hand, which feems to have had a pike at 
wild here this man for the fame reafon, is compared] both ends ; fo that with the hinder end of it, next 
to aroe, which is a very fwift creature, or to one of |to A/ahbel, he thruft it at him, without turning to 
the roes that are in the field, as in the original text.|him: and fmote him under the fifth rib, the place 


1. Chron. Xi. 26, was a very great qualification for a 


See Cant. ii. 7,17, and viii. 14. one fort of which, 
called Kemas, is faid to run as {wift as a tempeft *. 

y. 19. And Afakel puirfued after Abner, 8cc.] 
Ambitious of the glory of taking or flaying the 
general of the army of J/rae?; trufting to his {wift- 
nefs, not confidering that the race is not always to 
the fwift, and that he had to do with a veteran fol- 
dier, and he a raw young man though valiant. 
And in going, be turned not to the right band nor to 
the left in following Abner, he kept his eye upon 
him, and purfued him clofely, difregarding perfons 
on the right or left he could have made priioners ; 
but thofe he neglected, being bent.on taking dxer 
if poffible. 


where hang the gall and liver, as the Fezi/h com- 
mentators from their Talmud‘ obferve. There are 
twelve ribs, feven of which are called true ones, 
and five fpurious ; if this was the fifth of the feven, 
the {pear muft pierce the. breaft *, and ftrike the 
feat of life, the heart and lungs; if the fifth from 
the eighth and firft of the {purious ones, then wound- 
ing the hypochondria, it muft pafs to the vital 
bowels of the abdomen, which feems to be the cale 
here’: according to fome™ this is meant of the infe- 
rior ribs, which we call the fhort ribs, and any of 
thefe five are called the fifth rib; and 4duer muft 
{trike him in the right fide, becaufe he was behind 
him, and which ftroke muft be deadly, becaule he 


¥. 20. Then Abner looked bebind him, &c.]\ftruck him through the liver: that the {pear came 
Perceiving one at his heels; and making hafte up|out behind him, the thruft was. fo violent that the 


tohim. Art thon Afobel? for it feems he knew 
him perfonally, being well acquainted with his fa- 
mily: and be anfwered, | am; fo that they were 
very near to each other, as to difcourfe together, 
and be heard and underftood by each other. 


{pear went through him, and came out at his back : 
and be fell down and died in the fame place; he fell 
at once, and died on the {pot immediately: and it 
came to pa/s, that as many as came to the place wheré 
Afahel fell down and died, fiood fiill, that is,fuch of 


W¥.21. And Abner faid unto him, &c.] Wavinga| David's men who were in the purfuit after the J/rae- 


fefpect for him, and confulting his good, and|\/tes, when they came to the fpot, and faw 4/ahel 
however fearing his brother oad fhould he flay |dead; they had no power to proceed in the purfuir, 
him: Turn thee afide to thy right or to thy left ; he|being fo troubled and grieved at the death of him. 
does not advife him to go back, which would have]. y. 24. Foab alfo and Abifhai purfued after Abner, 
been to his difgrace, having engaged in the purfuit,|&c.] Or rather but Joab, &c". They ftood 
but to turn to the right or left, as if purfuing fome}not ftill as the reft, but, filled with indignation and 
other perfon and not Abner: and lay thee hold on\refentment, purfued after Abner, to be avenged on 
one of the young men, and take thee bis armour one\him: and the fun went down when they came to the 
of the common foldiers, or am attendant on Abner, | bill of Ammab, a hill by the fide of which was a 
a young man like himfelf, whom he might be able} pool of water, as Kimchi thinks, and from thence 
to cope with; and take hima prifoner, and difarm|fo called: that lieth before Giah; a place near Gi- 
him, when he was not a match for fuch an old ex-|deon, but no where after mentioned: dy the way of 
perienced officer as-he was ; and this 4dyer feems to|\the wilderne/s of Gibeon ; very likely not far from 
fpeak as a friend, confulting the young man’s fafety \the city from which it had its name. 
and his honour too. But Afahel would not turn| y. 25. And the children of Benjamin gathered them- 
xfde from following him; fired with the ambition of |/e/ves together after Abner, &c.] Either thofe 
taking him, and not content with any prey fhort of|that were with him before, who upon the battle 
him; and perhaps was the more animated by what] were difperfed, but now got together again; or. 
he faid, as fuppofing it arofe from fear of him. | others of that tribe, who hearing of the defeat of 
y¥. 22. And Abner faid again to Afabel, 8c.]| Abner, went out of the feveral cities after him, to 
Being loth to difpatch him: urn thee afide from\ftrengthen his hands, and renew the fight with 


- following me, wherefore fhould I fmite thee to the\Foab: and became one troop, were united together 


Kimchi. 


ground ? which was giving him fair warning, and]in a body, and became a regular troop: and ftood 


letting him know what he mutt expect, if he did 
not defift from his purfuit : How then fhould I bold 
up my face to Foab thy brother ? the general of Da- 
vid’s. army, a, t valiant commander, a man of 
fpirit and refentment, whom Aduer knew full well, 
and that fhould he flay his brother, he would never 
be friendly with him, or look pleafantly on him ; 
he would neyer forgive him, but feek ways and 
means to avenge his blood on him: and by this it 
feems as if Abner was con{cious to himfelf, that he 


was in a wrong caufe, that the kingdom was of 


© Cornel. Nepos,. 
p. 128. h #lian. Hift. de Animal. 1. 14. ¢. 14. 
& crates peftoris enfem. Virgil. AEncid, 1. rz, v. 506. 
™ Weemie’s Portrait of Man, p. 24. 


Epaminond. |. 2. 


f Todas wavs, Miad. I. Yin. 15. 


on the top of an bill; which was fome advantage to 
them, and from whence they could take a view of - 
foab’s army; and obferve its motions. 

y. 26. Then Abner called to Foab; &c.] For 
having now atroop of men with him, he could ftop 
with the greater fafety ; and being on an hill, and - 
perhaps Jab on one oppofite to him, could call to 
him, fo as to be heard: and faid, Shall the fword 
devour for ever? flay men, and devour their blood, 
See Fer. xlvi. 10. That he was not thoughtful of, 
nor concerned about, when he fer the young men 

“one to 


’_ & Rapin’s Hiftory of England, vol. I. 
1 'T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fal. 49. 1. * Tranladigit coltas, 
1 Vid. Scheuchzer. Phyfic. Sacr. Vo¥. 111. p: sor. 


» Autem, V.L. Tigurine verfion; fed, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; fo 
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the battle going againft him, he complains of the 
devouring {word ; and though it had been employed 
but a few hours, it feemed long to him, a fort of 
an eternity : knowe/t thou not that it will be bitterne/s 
in the latter end? fince it might iffue in the death 
of himfelf, or of Foab, or of both, as it had in 
Afabel, ox however, in the death of a multitude of 
others; and which at laft would caufe bitter reflec- 
tion in the profecutors of the war : bow long fhall it 
be then ere thou bid the people return from following 


4 ed 


} ¥ 


Il. S4# WwW She Dep AF Ch. 11. ¥. 27-5 ) 
to fighting before the battle, and called it play to| Fordan: and they came to Mabanaim, 
wound and fhed the blood of each other ;, but now| they came, and where they had left 


from whence 
Ih-bofbeth, yrs 
8, 12. 
the fame writer’, was 16 miles. ». ie 

y. 30. And Joab returned from following Abner, 
&c.]. It being in his commiffion from David to, 
fhed as little blood as he could: and when be had. 


gathered all the people together; who had béen pur-. 


fuing the J/raelites, fome one way and fome ano- - 
ther :. there lacked of David’s fervants 19 men, and 
Afabel, who is particularly mentioned, becaufe a 
very honourable man, valiant and courageous, a 


their brethren? he pleads relation, that the men of| relation of David, and brother of ‘foab the gene- 


Tfrael and the men of udab were brethren ; fo they 
were by nation and religion, and therefore fhould 
not, purfue one another to deftruction; but who 
was the agereffor? It was Abner, that brought his 
forces againft Fudab, the men of David acted only 
on the defenfive. 

y. 27. And Foab faid, As God liveth, &c.] 
Which was the form of an oath, {wearing by the 
living God: wnlefs thou hadft fpoken , that is, thefe 
words in ¥. 14. Let the young men arife and play; 
that he had not given the challenge to fight: /urely 
then in the morning the people had gone up every one 
from following his brother ; they would have gone 


away and never fought at-all; they were not de-|as 4u/tin affirms". 


ral, and the lofs of him was greater than all the. 
reft. This has made fome think that the 12 men 
of the fervants of David were not killed in the 
duel, or otherwife theré muft be but feven flain in 
the battle; though that is not more ftrange than. 
that in the battle with Midian not one fhould be 
flain, and yet a terrible flaughter was made of the 
Midianites,, Numb. xxxi. So in a fharp battle be- 
tween the Spartans and Arcadians, 10,000 of the 
latter were flain and not one of the former %. Sf- 
licho killed more than 100,000 of the army of Rba- 
dagaifus, king of the Goths, without lofing one 
of his own men, no not fo much as one wounded, 

At the battle of Jjus the Per- 


firous of fhedding their blood, and following after|/aus loft 110,000 men, and Alexander not 200 *: 
them to flay them: thus he lays the blame upon| fulius Cz/ar killed in the three camps of fuba, Sci- 


Abner, and makes him to be the caufe and begin- 
ner of the war. Some render the particle by zf, 
and give the fenfe, that if he had fpoken what he 
laft did, fooner, the people would long before this 
time have defifted from purfuing them ; for it was 
not from a thirft after their blood, and a defire to 
take vengeance on them, that they purfued them, 
but to bring them to fubmiffion, and lay down 
their arms; for they could not in honour retreat 
until they defired it; but the former fenfe feems 
beft, and is the general fenfe of the Fewi/h com- 
mentators, 

y¥. 28. So Foab blew a trumpet, &c,| Or caufed 


pio, and Labienus 10,000 men with the lofs of 50 
men only '. After thefe inftances, not only the 


From Bithron to this place, according to 


‘ 


4 


cafe here, but that between the J/raelites and AG- ~ 


dianites cannot be thought incredible, for the fake 
of which the above are produced. This account, 
according to Yofephus“, was taken the day fol- 
lowing. 2. s3Revice 

y. 31. But the fervants of David had finitten.of 
Benjamin, and Abner’s men, &c.] ©f thofe of the 
tribe of Benjamin that joined him, and of thofe that 
he brought with him from Mahanaim ; fo many of 
them were {mitten, as appeared by their bodies 
lying on, the field of battle, that 360 men died; 


one to be blown as a fignal of a retreat ; and ili the number of the flain on each fide was very un- 


the people ftood ftill, and purfued after I/rael no more ; 
as foon as they heard the trumpet found, the mean- 
ing of which they underftood, they ftopped at 
once, and left off their purfuit: meither fought they 
any more that day, and perhaps no pitched battle 


equal. : eh, aa 

¥. 32. And they took up Afabel, &c.} From 
the place where he fell; that is, Foab and Abifhat, 
his brethren, as Yo/epbus ™ relates; after they had 
buried the dead in the field of battle, they took up 


afterwards ; for none we read of, though the war|him: aad buried him in the fepulchre of bis father, - 


continued after this a long time, and there might 
be often fkirmifhes, which greatly weakened .4d- 
ner’s party. See chap. iii. 1. 

¥. 29. And Abner and his men walked all that 
night through the plain, &c.] The plain of For- 
dan. He marched with his men all night, left 
oad fhould return, and purfue him, and take ven- 
geance on him for the death of his brother: and 
paffed over Fordan, at one of the fords of it: and 
went through all Bithron;, the name of a province 
or country, as Farchi, called fo perhaps from its 
being feparated from the reft of the tribes of J/rael 
by the river Fordan ; fome think the mountains of 
Bether were in this country, Caat. ii. 17. From 
Gibeon, where the battle was fought, to Bithrom, 
according to Bunting °, was 28 .miles, the which 
he fays was in the tribe of Gad, 28 miles from 
Jerufalem north-eaftward, lying between Dibon and 


© Travels, &c. 
* Curtius, b. 3. ¢. 


I 
* Pifgah-fight of Paleftine, B, 


p- 145, 146. P Thid. 
I. 


2. 14. §.21, p. $Ot. 


t Hirtius de bello African. c. 86 


which was in Beth-lebem; not in the city of Bethy, 


lehem, but withoutit, on the fouth fide of it; fo 


fays Fuller *, ‘* fouthward, i. e. of Bethlehem, we 
find Afabel’s fepulchre, who was buried in the 
grave of his father.” What was his father’s name 
is not known, only his mother’s name, Zeruiaby 
is mentioned in fcripture,’a fifter of David, and 
daughter of Feffe the Bethlebemite.. Beth-lebem was 
16 miles from Gideon, ‘according to Bunting’. 
And Foab and bis men went all night ; not the night 
following the battle, but the night following the 
next day, after he had been t6 Beth-lehem, and 
buried his brother there ; wherefore, left David fhould 
think it long ere he came, he travelled all night : 
and they came to Hebron at break of day; where Da- 


vid was, which, according to the fame writer %, 
was 20 miles from Beth-lebem. «abe! 
& +e ® 
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x wise chapter begins with the continuation of 
the war between the houfe of Sau/ and the 
houfe of David, ¥. 1. and gives an account of the 
wives of David, and his fons by them, y¥. 2—5. 
of a quarrel between J/bbofbeth and Abner, ¥: 
6—11. and of Abner’s propofal to make a league 
with David; but David would not fee his face un- 
lefs Michal his wife was returned to him, who 
was accordingly, ¥. 12—16. and of the intereft 
Abner made with the elders of J/rae/ in favour of 
David, which he reported to him, and promifed to 
make more, ¥. 17—21. but Joab returning from 
a purfuit, and with great. fpoil, juft as dbzer de- 
parted, and hearing of it; chid David for letting 
him go, and privately fent for him back, and trea- 
cheroufly - murdered him, ¥. 22—27. from which 
murder David cleared himfelf and his kingdom, 
and for it made dreadful imprecations on 7oad and 
his family, ¥. 28,29, 30. and buried éxer with 
great lamentation, expreffling much concern for 
his death, andthe high opinion he had of him, y. 


31-739: 


¥. 1. Now there was along war between the houfe 
of Saul and ihe houfe of David, &c.| Thelate bat- 
tle, though fo much in favour of David, did not 
put an ‘end to the war-between him and [/bbo/heth, 
which lafted five years longer ; for it was when 
Ybbofheth had reigned two years that that battle was 
fought, and he reigned five years longer ; for not 
till his death, and when David had reigned above 
feven years in Hebron, was he made king over all 
Wfrael ; and during this time. peace was not made, 
but the ,war carried on ; though perhaps not in 
pitched battles, of which we no more read, but in 
fkirmifhes.: Jut David waxed fironger and fironger ; 
he having the advantage in all fuch fkirmifhes, and 
perfons continually coming over ‘to. his fide from 
the feveral tribes: and the houfe of Saul waxed 
weaker and weaker , being always. worfted when- 
ever they fkirmifhed with David’s men, and by 
continual revolts from them: ‘This is reckoned an 
emblem of the kingdoms of. Chrift and Antichrift, 
the one. increafing more. and.more, as it has and 
will do, and the. other decreafing, and ere long 
will be confumed ;, and of the two parties in a re- 
generate man, grace and indwelling fin, the one 
as to its exercife growing ftronger and ftronger, 
and the other.as to its’ iofuence on the outward 
converfation weaker and weaker. 

¥.2. And unto David were fons born in Hebron, 
&c.] He was married before hecamethere, had 
wives in his ftate of exile, but had no children by 
them there; at leaft no fons; if any, only daugh- 


‘ters; and his firft-born was Ammon of Abinoam the 


FJezreclite/s ; who being, mentioned firft, and her 
fon his firft-born, feems to have been his wife be- 
fore he took Abigail ; be had not muchcomfort of 
this firft-born fon of his; feech. xiii, ad 
y¥. 3. And the fecond Chileab, of Abigail the wife 
of .Nabal, the Carmelite/s, &c.) ‘That is, who had 
been the wife of Nadal. This fon’s name is called 


"Daniel, 1 Chron. iii. 1. and was the firft name he 


had, and which. his.father gave him, becaufe as if 
he fhould fay, God hath judged me, and pleaded 


wo Jarchi, Kimchi, & Abarbinel in loc. 
hhedrin, fol, 21.1, Hieron. Trad. Heb. in z Reg: fol. 77. F. 


Vors Eh N* 17. * 


' ® Tanchuma apad Abarbinel in toc. 


the caufe of his reproach from Nadal, 1 Sam. xxv. 
39. but why he fhould be called Chileab is not 
eafy to fay; the name is commonly thought to fig- 
nify ke, unto his father, or all father , had all the 
features of his father; and was exceedingly like 
him ; the Yews have a fabulous ftory concerning 
this”, not worth relating: and the third Abfelom 
the fon of Maacab, the daughter of Talmai king of 
Gefbur 5, in 1 Sam. xxvii. 8. we read of David's 
invading the land of the Ge/burites 5 and the Fews 
fay * that he then took the daughter of this king 
captive, and fhe being a beautiful woinan married 
her, after made a profelyte according to the law in 
Deut. xxi. but it fhould be obferved that David 
flew all the women of that country, and left not 
any alive ; and befides that lay to the fouth of Fz- 
dah, whereas this -Gefhur of which Talmai was 
king, was a part of Syria, ch. xv. 8. and lay to 
the north of the land of J/rael ; and with this 
king David hereby entered into an alliance, to 
ftrengthen his intereft againft J/bbo/beth in thofe 
parts ; of the trouble he met with from Ad/alom 
fee ch, xiii. 8c. contraty to the expeétations he 
had raifed when he gave him the name of 4b/alom,; 
or Leabfalom, as in 1 Chron. iii. 2. that is, one gi- 
ven for bis father’s peace. 

¥. 4. And the fourth Adonijab the fon of Hag- 
gith, &c.| The fame that ufurped the throne be- 
fore his fathei’s death, to anticipate Solomon, and 
died by his order, 1 Kings i. 5. and ii. 25. and the 
Sifth Shephatiah the fon of Abital,; of whom we 
read no where elfe. 

¥. 5. And the fixth Ithream by Eglab David's 
wife, &c.} Who alfo is not fpoken of in any | 
other place; only in a like chronological account 
as the former, it is remarked that the mother of 
this only is called David’s wife ; the reafon of which 
is fuppofed to be, either becaufe fhe was a perfon of 
no note, and had nothing elfe to diftinguifh her ; 
but the fame may bé faid of the two foregoing ; or 
becaufe fhe was his beloved wife, his heifer, as her 
name fignifies ; hence the Yews ’ take her to be Mi- 
chal his firft wife, whom he greatly loved; and 
who though fhe had no children after her contempt 
of David for playing before the ark, unto the day 
of her death, yet might have before: but it 
fhould be obferved, that as yet fhe was not returned 
to David in Hebron, and when fhe was returned, 
did notfeem to Continue thete long enough to have 
a fon.there.; and. befides being his firft wife, would 
not be reckoned laft ; but ftill more foreign is ano- 
ther notion of the ‘Yews”, that fhe was Saul’s wi- 
dow, who though fhe might not be married to an- 
other, might be married to a king, as David was ; 
and this théy fuppofe receives fome confirmation 
from ch. xii. 8. but after all, it may be this phrafe 
David’s wife, as fome have obferved, by a figure 
the Rhetoricians call Zeugma, or Hypozeugma, is to 
be joined to every one of the women before men- 
tioned, who were his wives, and fo called to di- 
ftinguifh them from his concubines, by whom he 
had fons alfo. Polygamy, or plurality of wives, 
which David gave into, is no favourable part of his 
charaéter. .  * 

yt. 6, And it came to pafs while there was war be- 

: tween 

' 7 T. Bab, San- 
2 In Kimchi & Ben Gerfom in loc, 
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tween the boufe of Saul, and the houfe of David, 
&c.] As long as that continued, as it did until the 
following quarrel happened between Tfobofheth and 
Abner : that Abner made himfelf ftrong for the houfe 
of Saul; or was {trongly in the intereft of that houte, 
and ufed his utmoft endeavours to fupport and 
confirm it. 


y.7. And Saul bad a concubine, whofe name was 


Rizpah, the daughter of Aja, &c.) By whom he 
had two fons, ch. xxi. 8. Yo/epbus* calls her fa- 
ther’s name Sibathus: and \thbofheth faid to Ab- 
ner ; though the word Jbbofheth is not in the text, 
itis rightly fupplied ; for no other can be fuppofed 
to fpeak : wherefore bajt thou gone in unto my father’s 
concubine 2? and defiled her ; though perhaps it was 
not fo much the act of uncleannefs that fo much 


that Abner knew of the promife and eath of God 
refpecting this matter ; and therefore acted aga 
his confcience, in fetting up J/bbofbeth on 
throne; which he knew would not profper, and 
that he was fighting againft God ; which fhews 
what a hardened wicked creature he was, and hoy 
far ambition, and being thought to be of confe- 
quence, will carry aman. "ty Sie 
¥.10. To tranflate the kingdom from the boufe of 
Saul, &c.| Which was what the Lord had fworn > 
todo, 1 Sam. xv. 28, 29. and which Abner now 
threatens to do, infolently taking that to himfelf 
which belonged to the Lord, and as if he could not. 
do it without him: and to fet up the throne of Da- 
vid over Ifrael and over Fudah , over the one as well 
as over the other; for it was fet over Fudab already : 


offended him, or the difhonour reflected on him |from Dan even unto Beerfheba , which were the ut- 
and his family thereby, as it difcavered an ambitious |moft borders of the land of J/rael, from north to 
view in Abner to get the kingdom into his own jfouth, and foincludes the whole. ait 
bands, to which this was the leading ftep; fee} y.11. And be could not anfwer Abner a word, 
1 Kings ii, 22. Whetlier Abner was really guilty |&c.] That is, he would not, he durft not ; other- 
of this fin or no, isnot eafy to determine; though}wife if it was fact he charged him with, he could 
by his not abfolutely denying it, it looks as if itjhave infifted on the truth of it, and aggravated the. 
was not merely ajealouly of J/hbofbeth, or a falfejcrime and fcandal of it ; and obferved it to him, 
report made unto him; tho’, efpecially if he was not/that the kindnefs he had {hewn him was no exeufe 
fully fatisfied of it, it would have been his wifdomjforit ; butfuch things though he would, he durft 
to have faid nothing of it to him, fince his conti-Inot fay: ecaufe he feared him, he had the army. 
nuance on the throne fo much depended on him. fat his command, and could dethrone him when he 

y. 8. Then was Abner very wroth for the wordsjpleafed ; and it has been the fate of greater mien 
of Webofoeth, 8cc.] If falfe he had a good deal ofjthan’ Jbbo/heth to be awed by their generals, and 
reafon for it ; and if true, he thought he defervedjeven David himfelf ; fee ¥. 39. Ste 2 
better at his hands, than to be reproved for and} y. 12. And Abner fent meffengers to David on bis 
upbraided with what he might-think was a very |deha/f, &c.] On his own account, and not on the 
{mall fault, and might eafily be connived at, andjaccount of J/bbofbetb, or the people of J/rael ; but. 
efpecially in one that had been fo ferviceable tojto obtain terms for himfelf, or in his own name, 
him: am J a@ dog’s head 2? fuch amean, vile, con-/as. reprefenting him and ftanding in his ftead 5 
temptible perfon with thee, as if no better than aior fecretly, as Kimchi explains it, unknown to Jb 
dog, and as ufelefs and as unferviceable as a dead|So/betb, or the people of Jraci. The Targum is, 
dog, the head of a dog cut off ; fee 1 Sam. xxiv.|** out of his place;” he fent them from the place 
14. 2 Sam. ix. 8. or am I efteemed and to be treat-|where he was, from Mahanaim : faying, whofe is the — 
ed as a head of dogs, a keeper of a pack of|/and? the land of Jrael, is it not thine David? 
hounds, and not as a general of the armies of J/rae/?jverily it is; to whom does it belong, but unto 
fo Farchi and others ; but it feems rather to refpect}thee, to whom the Lord has given it ? not to any 
the filthy nature of a dog, that will couple with any ;|of Sau/’s pofterity : this he ordered the meflengers 
and fo the fenfe is, am [ fuch a filthy luftful crea-jto fay in the firft place, in order to ingratiate him 
ture that care not with whom I lie, no more than} (elf to David, and gain his meffengers an audience, 
a dog: which againft Judah do foew kindnefs to the\ The Targum is, ‘* I fwear by him that made the 
houfe of Saul thy father, to bis brethren, and to bis\earth ;” fo Farchi fays, it is an oath by him whole 
friends ; who in oppofition to the tribe of Fudab,|the earth is, even by the living God, whofe is the’ 
which alone abode by David, had fhewn refpeé tojearth, and the fulnefs thereof: /aying alfo, make 
the family of Sau/, and all his friends, by his clofe|¢4y /eague with me; he defired to enter into a co- 
attachment to Whbofbeth: and have not délivered|venant of friendfhip with him, that every thing 
. thee into the hand of David; when it was in his|that had paffed might be forgiven and forgotten =- 
power to have done it many atime : that thou char-\and behold, my hand fhall be with thee; to bring — 
get me to-day with a fault concerning this woman ;\about all I/rael unto thee ; he promifes on his partto 
he neither denies nor owns the charge, and yet by{do his utmoft to bring all J/rae/ under his govern- 
his not- denying ir, tacitly owns it; though by his|ment, and to obedience to him. Pat 7 
way of fpeaking, he fuggefts as if it wasno fault] y.13. And be faid, well, I will make a league 
at all, at leaft a very trifling one, and fuch as ought with thee, &c.] He accepted of the offer, he was’ 
not to have been mentioned to him, confidering|ready and willing to enter into a covenant of friend- 
the fervices he had done to Ihbofbeth, and his fa-\fhip with him, and forgive all paft. offences : dat 
mily. one thing I require of thee ; as the condition of ‘this 

¥.9. So do God to Abner, and more alfo, &c.\}covenant : that is, thou foalt not fee my face, be 
He wifhes the worft of evils to himfelf, fuch asfadmitted into my prefence, or have any mark « 
he cared not toname; but left them to be fuppofed{my favour and refpect : except thou firft bring WV 
what he meant, as utter ruin and deftruétion of|chal, Saul’s daughter, when thou comeft to fee n 
himfelf, foul and body : except as the Lord bath ace; he infifted on it, that Micbal, Saul’s daugh- 
fworn to David, even fo I do tohim; meaning if hefter, and his wife, fhould be brought along v ith 
did not do that for David, which God had fworn}him, and prefented to him; this was the prelimi- 
fhould be done, namely what follows, the tranfla- 


, nary to the league and covenant ; if this wa: net 
tion of the kingdom to him; by which it appears, |complied with, the propofal would not be att Adad 
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to, This fhews the great affection David retained 
for his firft wife, though he had had fix fince, and 
though fhe had lived with another man; as alfo 
his great regard to the honour of Saui’s family, that 
one of them might fhare with him in the grandeur 
of the kingdom ; though this alfo might be a 
piece of policy in him, to gain the friends of Sauil’s 
family to him. ; 

¥. 14. And David fent meffengers to [bbofoeth, 
Saul’s for, 8ec.] When Abner’s meffengers return- 
ed tohim, and acquainted ‘him with the condition 
of David’s entering into a league with him, it is 
highly probable that dyer fent them or others to 
David, t let him know that he could not do this 
of himfelf ; that it was advifeable for-him to write 
to Yhbofheth, whofe fitter fhe was, and demand her 
of him; and that then he would ufe his intereft 
with Jdofaeth to grant it, and this method David 


took : /aying, deliver me my wife Michal, which I 


efpoufed to me for an hundred forefkins of the Pbi- 
liftines ; two arguments he made ufe of to enforce 
his demand ; one is, that it was his wife he te- 
quired, to whom he had a right, and no other 
man ; and the other is, that he had purchafed her 
at a great expence, at the rifque of his life, in flay- 
ing 100 Pbiliftines, whofe forefkins .he paid-in for 
her at the inftance of Sau’; he mentions but 
one hundred, though he gave two as her dowry, 
no more being required than one; fee 1 Sam. xviii. 
25,27. Fofephus very wrongly fays. 600°; the 
Syriac and Arabic have here 200. 

¥. 15. And Tfpbofheth fent and took her from ber 
bufband, &c.| Her fecond hufband, to whom Saul 
had given her, 1 Sam. xxv. 44. even from Phal- 
tiel the fon of Laifh ; he is called Phalti in the place 
referred to. Sfde / 

¥.16. dud her bufoand went with her along 
weeping bebind ber, 8c.) Becaufe of his great affec- 
tion to her, unwilling to part with her, but forced 
to it at the command of the king her brother: to 
Baburim , a city in the tribe of Benjamin, ch. xix. 
16. perhaps: the fame with Almon, Fob. xxi. 18. 
thefe two words being of the fame fignification , 
and the Targum has it here Almuth ; fo Alemeth 
in 1 Chron. vi. 60. It feems to be the fame Fo/e- 
phus* calls Bachures, and fays it was not far from 
Ferufalem. Bunting * {ays it was fomething more 
than a mile towards the north-eaft, and at this 
time is a fair caftle ftrongly fortified, ftanding ina 
high place, and in the valley near it, at the ftone 
Boban, Foo. xv. 6. fee ch. xvii. 18. then faid Ab- 
ner to hitn, go, return, and be returned ; by which 


it appears, that 4dner came with her to introduce|go, 8¢c.} 
herto David, without whom he was not to fee his|rael : aad 
face ; and he did not chufe her hufband fhould golking ; the 
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devolve upon him, as it doubtless would, if - 
ner had not fet up one of Saul’s houfe, and per- 
fuaded the I/raelites to own him as their king. 
¥. 18. Now then do it, &c.] Make him your 
king, and I hall no longer oppofe it as I have 
done : for the Lord hath Spoken of David ; concern- 
ing his being king, and the faviour of his people 
Yrael: faying, by the band of my Jervant David f 
will fave my people Ifrael out of the band of the Phi- 
liftines, and out of the band of all their enemies 3 and 
which though ‘no where recorded in fo many 
words, yet was the fenfe of the promife of making 
him king, and the defign of his un@ion; and 
befides they might have been Tpoken to Samuel, 
though not written ; and which he might.report, 
and fo might pafs from one to another to be gene- 
rally known. 
¥.19. And Abner alfo fpake in the ears of Ben- 
jamin, &c.] Of the inhabitants of the tribe of 
Benjamin, of which tribe he was, and among 
whom he had the greateft’ influence; and with 
whom it was neceflary to take fome pains, becaufe 
of their attachment to the family of Saul, which 
was of that tribe ; and being near to that of Fu- 
dab, might give David a good deal of trouble, if 
they were not got over to him : and Abner went al- 
[0 to {peak in the ears of David in Hebron ; having 
founded the elders of I/rae/, and got their thoughts 
about the change of government, and found them 
well difpofed to David, and: had prevailed upon 
them to confent to make him king, and had gain- 
ed the tribe of Besjamin on his fide, went and re- 
ported to David the fuccefs he had: all that Seemed 
good to Ifracl, and that feemed good to the whole boufe 
of Benjamin ; how agreeable it was to the elders 
of L/rael, and particularly to the tribe of Benjamin, 
to have David king over them. 
¥. 20. So. Abner came to David to Hebron, and 
20 men with him, &c.] Before he went privately to 
him, and conferred with him, but now having 
gained fo many of the J/raelites in favour of Da. 
vid, he appeared more publickly, and brought 
perhaps fome of the principal of the nation with 
him, to join.in the league and covenant . to. be 
made: aud David made Abner and the men that 
were with him a feaft ; not only in honour to them, 
as great’ perfonages, efpecially 4dmer, and as ex- 
preffive: of reconciliation; but.as a token of the 
covenant they were entering into, and for the con- 
firmation of it.; it being ufual-to have feafts, when 
covenants were made; fee Gen. xxvi. 28,.30. 
¥..2%. nd. Abner faid to David, I will arife and 
Into the feveral parts of the land of Jf- 
will gather all Ifrael unto my Lord the 
princes of the feveral tribes, and the el- 


with her any farther, and was at his orders obliged} ders of the people, their heads and principal. men: 


to go back, who otherwife would have gladly ac- 
companied her farther ftill, through his great af- 
fection for her, 

¥. 17. And Abner bad communication with the el- 
ders of Ifracl, 8c.) Had a conference with the 
chiefs of the feveral tribes about the affairs of the 
kingdom: Jaying, ye fought for David in time paft 
to be king over you ; that is, at the death of Saul, 
and not before ; for it was pretty generally known 
throughout the kingdom, 


that they may make a league with thee ; come into 
the league and covenant now. made with Abner, 
and thofe with him : and that thou mayeft reign over 
all that thine heart defireth 5 which he fuppoied 
reached to-all the people of the houfe of Ifrael and 
of Fudab, though David had not exprefied any 
eager and. impatient-defire of government, but 
waited the Lord’s time to be put into the pofleffion 
of the whole kingdom of I/rael : and David Sent 


that David was anointed| dbmer away, and he went in peace 3 with inward 
by Samuel 5 and Seul himfelf had declared that he |fatisfaction 


of mind, pleafed that things were fo 


knew the kingdom would come to him ; fo that|well fettled and adjufted to the content of all par- 


upon his death, it was the general expectation and|ties, 


defire of the people, 
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that the government would] or atempts being made wpon him by any of 
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which perhaps would not have been‘cared not to confer with -him whilft in his pate mh 
bejuntil it fubfided; or chofe not to provoke im 

concluded from what follows. . more, for it is plain he had great power overhim; 

¥.22. And bebold the fervants of David and|which generals of armies at this time very much 
from purfuing a troop, &c.) A troop oflaffumed, fee ¥. 39. he sent meffengers after Abner, 


oab came 
rok that made an incurfion into the land, ta-Jin the name of the king, as Adarbinel rightly fup- 
Tfrael| poles, and fo Fofepbus ‘s for otherwife it can hard- 


king the advantage of a civil war between 
and ‘fudab; fach as the Edomites, Amalekites, and}ly be thought he would have returned ona t 


efpecially the Philiftines; which Foab hearing of rom Yoab only, who he knew bore him ill-will : 
went out in purfuit of them, and overtook them :|which brought him again from the well of Sirab ; 
and brought in a great Jpoil with them; which they|which might have its name from the thorns and 
took from them : but' Abner was not with David|briers that grew about it. Fofephus * calls it Be- 
in Hebron; when Yoab and his army entered the|/ra, and fays it was 20 furlongs from Hebron’: 
city with their booty : for 4e had fent bim away, but David knew it not, that Foab had fent mefien- 
and be was gone in peace; he had juft difmifled)gers in his name after Abner to fetch him back ; 
him, and he was gone off fafely. it was not done by his order, with his confent or 
y. 23. When Foab and all the hoft that was with knowledge; this is obferved, to clear David from 
bim were come, &cc.| To Hebron, or rather to Da-|any concern in the death of Adner, as follows. ~ 
vid’s court; for their coming tothe city is before] y. 27. And when Abner was returned to Hebron; 
mentioned; this niuft be underftood not of the]&c.] Alone, and not the 20 men with him ; not 
whole army, of all the common foldiers, but of{to David’s court, but juft to the city, to the gate 
the chief officers, who with ‘foab came to court, of it: Foab took him afide in the gate; where he 
to wait upon David, and report their fuccets : they|was waiting for him, and met him ; this was 2 
told Foab, faying, Abner the fon of Ner came to the|public place, where people were continually. paf= 
king ; fome of the courtiers informed him of it,]fing and repaffing, and where courts of judicature 
who knew it would not be very agreeable to him :}ufed to be held ; wherefore Admer might think 
and be hath fent him away, and he is gone in peace ;|himfelf fafe here with Yoab; and have no fufpicion 
inftead of feizing him, and laying him in a prifon}at all of his defign, and fhews how fearlefs Fogb 
as his enemy, he has let him go with all the marks|was of God or men: to {peak with bim uietly 5 
of friendfhip and good-will. peaceably, in a friendly manner, as all his’ ge- 
y.24. Then Foad came tothe king, &c.] To the ftures towards him fhewed ; fo that Admer made 
apartment where he was; perhaps he was told the}no difficulty of turning afide with him, fuppofing 
above at his firft entering into the king’s palace, by} he had fomething to communicate to him from the 
fome in waiting, before he came to the king, which/king, which he had forgot: and /mote him under 
filled him with wrath, fo that he came to him in alte fi/th rib that he died; in the fame place that 4b- 
paffion : and faid to him, what haft thou done ?\ner had {mote his brother, of which ‘fee ch. ii. 23° 
which was very infolent ina fubject to fay to his}and this he did: for the blood of Afabel bis brother ; 
prince: bebold, Abner came unto thee ; Lhave been|for Abner’s fhedding his brother’s blood 5 but this’ 
credibly informed of it, and am affred it is a faét|was not the only reafon, and perhaps not the 
which cannot be denied; he reprefents it as if he|chief ; but, as Fofepbus” obferves, becaufe he was’ 
had done a wrong thing to adinit him to come to|fearful if Abner was received into the friendthip of 
him ; but perhaps the great fault was that he had|the king, he would be preferred unto him, and 
let him go: why is it that thou haft fent bim away, take his place as general of the army, as being an’ 
and be is quite gone , or going, is gone*; is cleanjolder and more experienced officer 5 fo Procopius 
gone’off, when he ought to have been laid hold on|Gazeus and Theodoret. OO Ee Ree 
as a traitor, and put in irons. y¥.28. And afterward when David beard it, 8ec.]- 
¥. 250 Thou knoweft Abner the fon of Ner, &c.]|That Joab had fent to fetch Abner back, and that — 
Thow canft not be ignorant what a cunning deceit-|he had ftabbed him in the gate of the city, and he 
ful man he is, nor of his defigns ; or doft thou]was dead; it was fome time after it was done that 
not know? art thou ignorant ? fo read the Sep-|the news of it was brought to David, this cirs _ 
tuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and Arabic ver-|cumftance is obferved, the more toclearthe King 
fions, with an interrogation : tbat he came to deceive|from any concernin this affair : be /aid » ina pub- 
thee ; with falfe hopes, or to lead into wrong mea-|lic manner, in open court, before all _ his princes ; 
fares with an intention to involve and ruin him :|he called God to witnefs, and, as Hh tron i : 
and to know thy going out, and coming in , the affairs} ftretching out his right hand to God, he ~ 
of his court, the fecrets of his government,’ toob-Jaloud: I and my kingdom are guiltle[s before the — 
ferve his condué and behaviour, and all his ac-|Lerd for ever from the blood of ‘ine ae, 
tions, and improve them againft him: and to know] Ner’; he was fenfible it would be Sap hie Pe 
all that thou doeft ; he faggefts that he came not as|#er had been with him, and that Foab Us js . 
a fiiend, but asa fpy, and therefore ought to have/had killed him; and therefore it might be f aay ; 
been taken up, and detained, and not difmiffed.Jed that he had an hand in it, and that it was do. 
This oad faid to fet David againft him, fearing}by his order, with his: privy council ; and there- ~ 
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vid’s men 3 ) 
the cafe, if Joab had been at court, as may 


‘ 


if he fhould be received into favour, he would bea] fore to purge him and them from it, he made | 
rival of hiss and befides his breaft was full of re-| public! declaration, that neither he nor his cou 
venge againft him for the death of his brother. knew any thing of it, and that it was not do 

y¥. 26, And when Fcab was come out from David,| with their knowledge and confent, and by th 
éc,} Which perhaps he did at once, as foon asjorder, but through the refentment of 2 
ever he had {poken his mind, and flew out of the|fon ; and therefore hoped that no man 
room in-a great paffion, not waiting for the king’s|pute the fhedding of this blood unto t 
anfwer, fince we read of none returned ; though it|that God would punifh them for it; an 
may be the king difdained to give him one, orjthe rather led to make this public de a 
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caufe he knew that the death of Asner in thisway| y¥. 31. 4nd David faid to Foab, and to all the 
would be refented by the triends of Sau/’s family, |people that were with him, &c.] To his whole court, 
and be anobftruction to the union of the two king-|¥oab being prefent; for he did not flee, nor was 
doms, which it was known Adner was endeavour-|he laid hold on in order to be brought to juttice ; 
ing to bring about. __|which fhows how great his power was, and that he 
¥. 29. Let it reff on the bead of Foab, &c.|\was too hard for Devid, as in y. 39. however this 
That is, the blood of Abner, who was the fhedder|he did, he enjoined his whole court, and Foad al- 
of it; let the guilt of it be charged'to him, and}fo, to exprefs public mourning on this account : 
let punifhment for it be inflicted on him: and on|rent ‘your clothes, and gird you with Jackcloth ; 
all bis father’s houfe, on Abifoai his brother, and|which wete expreffions of mourning uled on va- 
other relations. that might be privy to the death offrious occafions, and on account of the dead, and 
Abner, and adviling to it, and ready to affiftin it}which with the heathens were carried toa greater 
if neceflary: and let there not fail from the houfe of \excefs, even to the tearing of their flefh, &c. and 
Joab ; let there be always in his family, and of his | mourn before Abner 5 before his corpfe as carried to 
feed, one or other of the perfons defcribed as fol- the grave, when it was ufual to make great lamen- 
lows : one that bath an iffue , a gonorrhea, which |tations ; fee Ais vili. 2. and king David bimpelf fol- 
was reckoned infamous, and very impure, accord: |/owed the bier ; or bed' on which his body was laid, 
ing to the Fewi/h law, and rendered perfons unfit }and carried to the grave. ~ On thefe the rich and 
for fociety ; fee Lev. xv. or that isa leper ; whofeinoble among the Greeks and ‘Romans were carried, 
difeafe was. very loathfome and infectious, andland thofe of the meaner fort on biers"; and fo 
fhut him out of the company of men; fee Lev. |with the Fews ; fee the note on Luke vii. 14. fome 
xiii. or that leaneth ona fiaff ; being blind, as 4quilaiof which were gilded with gold, and were made of 
renders the word ; or through weaknels of ‘hody,|ivory, and had ivory feet °; that of Heroa’s was 
not being able to walk without ones orthrough/all of gold, inlaid with precious ftones, and the 
fome difeafe of the feet, as the Fewifh writers ge-|body covered with purple, and followed by: his 
nerally underftand it ; and R. J/aiab interprets itifons and kindred, the foldiers going before armed, 
of the gout particularly : the word for /raffis ren-jand their leaders following? ; the bier or bed with 
dered ypindle; Prov. xxxi) 19. and to this fenfe it}the Romans was fometimes carried by fix perfons, 
is rendered here in the Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and|fometimes by eight or more, Jt was not ufual 
Arabic verfions ; and then-the meaning is, lét his}for kings, as the Fews fay *, to attend a funeral, 
pofttrity, or fome of them, be fo poor, that they|to go out of the doors of their palace after theit 
fhall be obliged to: get their livelihood in fo mean alown dead, and much lefs others ; but David did 
way as by {pinning ; or let them be of fuch anef-|this to fatisfy the people, and to root out of their 
feminate dilpofition, as to be more’ fit to handle| mind all fufpicion of his having any hand in Adner's 
the fpindle, and do the work of women, than to}death ; and to fhew that he was not flain by his 
ufe.the {word : or that falleth on the fword , not by}will, and with his confent. ; 
it honourably in the field of battle, but cowardly; y.32. And they buried Abner in -Hebron, &c.] 
deftroying themfelves with it: or that lacketh| According to the Fewi/b account of places of bu- 
bread; and is obliged to beg it: all which David\rial, *he was buried in the midft of the city, though 
‘might fay, not by a fpirit of prophecy, but in al burying places were generally without; and fo 
paffion ; ~ and to fhew with what horror he refented| Fuller * places this in his map; whether the cave 
the action, and how deteftable it was to him, andjof Machpelab, which was near Hebron, was now 
how far it was from\him to have any concern in it ;|ufed for a burying place, is not certain: and the 
“but though it was a very wicked action in Foad to) king lift up bis voice and wept at the grave of Ab- 
murder Abner in this manner, and for the reafons he| mer made a great outcry, a loud lamentation, fo 
did ; yet it was a jult vengeance from the Lord on!as to be heard by all the people ; and which no 
Abner for fighting againft God, and acting againft doubt was real and hearty, and not done merely 
the dictates of his own conf{cience ; for his rebellion) with political views: and all the people wept; thro’ 
againft David, and perfidy to Ibbofheth, and forkeoncern for the death of Abner, efpecially on ac- 
having been the caufe of much bloodfhed in J/-|count of the manner in which it was, and in imi- 


rael. tation of the king, and being affected- with his 
¥.30. So Foab and Abifoai bis brother flew Ab-\tears and cries. 


ner, &c.| For though it was only Foad that gave) y. 33. And the king lamented over Abner, &c.] 
him. the thruft of which he died, i/bai was in|Delivered an elegy, or funeral oration, which he 
the fecret, and was confenting and advifing to his}had compofed on this occafion, as Fofepbus * fug- 
death, and fo an acceffary to it; and might be pre-|gefts ; for he had cried and wept before, but now 
fent, ready to affift in it, if occafion required ;)he expreffed fomething as follows : and faid, died 
and fo Jofephus* exprefly fays, that Abifbai his| Abner as a fool dieth ? the meaning of the inter- 
brother was with him when he drew his fword, and|rogation is, he did not ; the 7. argumis, ** did Ab- 
{mote him : decaufe be had flain their brother Afa-\ner die as wicked men die?” no, he did not ; he 
hel at Gibeon in the battle; which was no juft rea-|did not die tor any wickednefs he had been guilty 
fon at all; his blood was fhed in war, this injof ; he did not die. as a malefaGtor, whofe crime 
peace, in cold blood, and under the guife of friend-|has been charged and proved in open court, and 
fhip ; that was fhed with reluctance, and after fair|fentence of condemnation pronounced on him 
warning, and in.defence of himfelf; but this wil-jrighteoufly for it ; but he died without any thing 
fully in oad, unawares to Abner, and in great de-|being laid to his charge, and much lefs proved, 
‘ceit and hypocrify ; fee 1 Kings ii. 5. and without judge or jury; he was murdered ina 
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clandeftine, infidious, and deceitful. manner; fo}done ; they were highly approved of by thems» 
the word ‘foo/ is often taken in {cripture for a wicked jfuch an intereft had he in them. — sin oe Ls 
man, efpecially in the book of Proverbs; the Sep-| Y. 37. For all the people and all Ijrael underftood 
tuagint verfion leaves the word untranflated, “ died |that day, &c.] Not the people of Judah er by 
Abner according to the death of Naba/ 2” no; butlof Irae! alfo, to whom the knowledge of thefei 
it can hardly be thought that David would men- jthings came ; they knew and were fatisfied by his 
tion the name of any particular perfon on fuch an|conduét and behaviour, by his words and aétions ;) 
occafion. hat it was not of the king to flay Abner the fon of 
 -¥.34. Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put\|Ner ; it was not by the counfe] or advice of the. 
into fetters, &c.| As malefaétors are when they|king, as the Targum; it was without his know-» 
aretaken up for any crime, and efpecially when |ledge and confent, was contrary to his mind and 
proved upon them, and condemned for it, andjwill ; that he had no manner of concern in it, and 
brought forth to be executed. This was not his|that if it had been in his power he would have pre- 
cafe, and had he been aware of the defign againft|vented it. | . 
him, as his hands and feet were at liberty, he might] y¥.38. 4nd the king faid unto his fervants, 8c.} 
have defended himfelf; or if he found he had|His courtiers, giving a reafon why he mourned as. 
too many to deal with, might have made ufe of his|he did; or had aid”, and fo is a reafon why the 
feet and fled : asa man falleth before wicked men, fo\people concluded, and were fully fatisfied he had’ 
felleft thou; as a man being before blood-thirfty jno hand in his death ; but the firlt is beft, becaufe 
and deceitful men, falls before them, through trea-|what follows was faid not to the people at the 
chery and deceit, privately and unawares, fo felllgrave, but to his fervants at court: kwow ye not 
Abuer before Foab and Abifbai , this David faid in|that there is a prince and a great man fallen this 
the prefence of Yoab, and before all the people, to|day in Irael? a prince, being of the royal fa- 
declare the plain fact how it was, to exprefs his de-|mily, his father was Saul’s uncle; and he his own 
teftation of it, and to fhew he had no hand init ;|coufin; a greet man, being general of the army, @ 
and Y¥oab muft be ‘an hardened creature to ftand at|very valiant and fkilful commander, a man of great 
the grave of. Abner, and hear all this, and not be}wifdom and parts. David fays nothing of his 
affected with it: and all the people wept again over|grace and virtue, only of his grandeur, his high 
him , over Abner, being laid in his grave; they}birth and civil excellencies; he praifes him in 
had wept before, but hearing this funeral oration}what he was commendable, and ‘proceeds no far- 
delivered by the king in fuch moving language,|ther ; and this was fufficient to fhew there was juft 
and in fuch a mournful tone, it drew tears afrefh|caufe of mourning on civil accounts » and this they 
from them. might eafily know and perceive, that the fall or 
¥. 35. And when all the people came to caufe Da-\death of fuch a man, which had that day happen- 
vid to eat meat while it was yet day, &c.| The cuf-}ed in I/rael, was a public lofs, and matter of lamen+ 
tom was to bury in the day-time, and after the fu-|tation ; and the rather as he was employing: all his 
neral was over to provide and fend in food to thejexcellent talents in civil affairs, and all his intereft 
relations of the deceafed, and come and eat withjin the people of Jae/, to unite them to Fudab, 
them; as was alfo the ufage with the Greeks andjand bring them under the government of Da- 
Romans‘; fee the notes on Fer, xvi. 5, 7. andjvid. : : 3 
kings themfelves ufed to attend thofe feafts; for} ¥. 39. And I am this day weak, though anointed 
the ‘Jews fay “, ‘* when they caufe him (the king) |éimg, &c.] Which feems to be given as a reafon, 
to eat, all the people fit upon the ground, and hejor for an excufe why he did not infli& juft punith- 
fits upon the bed ;” but in this cafe David refufed|ment upon the murderer, according to the law of 
toeat with them: David fware, faying, fo do GodjGod, becaufe he was weak ; not in body or mind, 
to me, and more alfo; may the greateft evils, andjbut with refpect to the kingdom, that was like a 
fuch as | care not to mention, befal me; and even|tender branch, or in its infant-ftate ; and great 
more and worfe than I can think of and exprefs:|care and caution were to be ufed that it wasnot 
if I tafte bread, or ought elfe, till the fun be down ;\overturned: he was a king by unétion, not by 
perhaps the funeral was in the morning, as funerals}birth ; a fon of the late king was fet up againit 
with the Yews generally now are; for otherwife ifjhim, and was pofleffed of the far greater part of 
it was now towards evening, his abftinence from|the kingdom ; he was indeed anointed by Samuel 
food till that time would not have feemed fo much,|to be king over all J/rael ; but as yet he was not 
nor required much notice, and {till lefsan oath. |put into the poffeffion of the kingdonr he was 
¥. 36. And all the people took notice of it, 8&c.]janointed to; he was anointed and made king over 
Not only of his oath, that he would noteat food] Fudah, and invefted with the office of king there, 
till evening, but of his whole conduct at the fu-jand fettled in it; and yet his power was not very 
neral of dbmer; the forrow he exprefled for his}great there, for as follows : and thefe men the fons 
death, and the oration he made on account of it,|of Zeruiab, be too hard for me; his fifter’s fons, 
in which he pretty feverely reflected on his mur-| oa and Abifbai, they were a check upon him ; he 
derer: and it pleafed them; that he fhewed fuch a] could not do what he would, their influence was fo — 
concern for his death, and that it was aclear cafe|great, both in the court and in the camp 5 the one 
he had no hand in it: as whatfoever the king did|was general of the army, and the other a Beer vi 
pleased all the people ; what he did at this time, bu-|rable officer in it, and both valiant men, po 


rying ddner with fo much pomp and ceremony ;|refpectable among the people, for’ their =. 
and indeed he had fo much the hearts of the peo-|ments in war, and the fuccefs they had; fo tha 
ple, and fuch a fhare in their affections, and they|they were very much out of the rexthobte vid 
had fuch an high opinion of him, that all that helto bring them to juftice, without fhaking his kine 
did_in public and private affairs they reckoned wellldom; and therefore in point of ppnianan al Ss King- 
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it beft to connive at this fact until he was more 
eftablifhed’ in the kingdom. Whatever may be 
faid for this conduét, it is certain he was too dila- 
tory, and which did not fit eafy upon ‘his mind, 
and therefore gave it in charge to Solomon before 
his death, not to fuffer Foad to go to his grave in 
peace, 1 Kings ii. 5, 6, 31, 32, 33.34. Some 
take thefe words, weak and’ bard, in a different 
fenfe, that David was weak or tender*, as it may 
be rendered, tendér-hearted, of a merciful difpofi- 
tion, and therefore fpared Abuer when he was in 
his hands, though he had done him fo much hurt, 
who. was the Lord’s anointed ; but thefe men, his 
fifter’s fons, were of cruel tempers, more unmer- 
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evil according to his wickedne/s; which may be con- 
fidered, either as an imprecation of evil on. Fea, 
or a prediction, that fooner or later righteous judg- 
ment would be rendered to him by the Lora; 
with whom he leaves it to. take vengeance.on him, 
fatisfying himfelf with this for the prefent,, that 
though it was not in'his power to do it, the Lord 
would in his own time and way: but after all. that 
can be faid in favour of David, he feems to have 
been too much in fear of men, and too diftruftful 
of the power and promife of God to eftablith him 
in his kingdom, and was too negligent. of public 
juftice ; which, had it been exercifed, might have 
prevented other fins, as the murder of Lhdofbeth, 


eiful than he, and therefore flew him ; bur the firft|to. which the authors of it might be encouraged 
fenfe feems beft : the Lord fhall. reward the doer of \by this lenity. 


: 
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FAIS chapter relates the concern. the death| Saul: the name of the, one was Baanah, and thé 


er of Abner gave to Ihbofheth, andthe men of| name\of the other Rechab, the fons of Rimmon a 
Jfrael, ¥. 1. the murder of Jbbgheth by two of| Beerotbite, of the children of Benjamin, {fo that 
his captains, ‘who cut off his head, and brought|thefe men were brethren in nature, as well as in 
it to David, ¥. 2—8. by whom they were reward-|iniquity ; they had the fame father, who is defcri- 
ed accordibe to their deferts, he putting them to| bed by his name and city, and their names are ex- 
death, and expofing their bodies tofhame and ig-| prefsly mentioned and ‘recorded to their infamy ; 
nominy, ¥.g—12. and they were not only. the fervants of Jhbo/beth, 
who had commiffiions under him, but were of the 
y¥. 1. Aad when Saul’s fon heard that Abner was\dame ttibe with him ; all which is obferved .as an 
dead in Hebron, &c.) By Saul’s fon is meant J/P-| aggravation of their crime: for Beeroth alfo was 
bofoetb, to whom tidings were foon brought of the} reckoned to Benjamin, the place from whom Rim- 
death of Abner his general, and that he died in|mom their father is denominated, and where he 
Hebron, where David his, rival reigned, and was|dwelt, as well as Gittaim, where they had fojourn- 
there murdered by Foad the general of hisarmy :} ed, as in the next verfe. This place, Beeroth, ori- 
his hands were feeble ; not only in-a natural fenfe,| ginally belonged to the Gideonites, and fell to the 
being quite difpirited at hearing fuch news; but in| lot of Beajamin at the divifion of the land, fee o/h. 
a civil fenfe, having loft his main fupport andj) ix..17, and xvili. 25._ 
ftrength, he being prefident of his council, and} y. 3. And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, &c.} 
commander of his forces, and in whom: he placed} At the death of Sau/, when many of the J/raelites 
all his confidence: and if he knew nothing of his, deferted their cities, and left them to the Philifines, 
being at Hebron, it muft furprize him to hear of|1 Sam, xxxi, 7. and {fo the inhabitants of Beeroth 
his dying there ; from whence he might conclude,|forfook their city, which was near the Philifines, 
that fince he was there without his knowledge, it|and went to Gittaim, a ay in the fame tribe, tho’ 
could not be in his-favour, fome plot was forming, |a little farther off, fee Neb. xi. 33. 
and fchemes laying with his rival to dethrone him;| ¥.. 4. dnd Fonathan, Saul’s fon, &c.] His eldeft 


or if he knew of it, and anderftood itin this light,|fon, who died at the fame time with him: hada 


‘that he was endeavouring to make peace between 
him and David, and upon advantageous terms to 
him, of which now he might entertain no hopes ; 
he was difpirited, and might conclude’ that 
Joab was againft any terms of peace, and there- 
fore had difpatched him : and all the Ifraelites were 
troubled; at the lofs of fo great a man in their 
kingdom, and of whofe defigns to unite them to) 
Fudab, and put them under the government of 
David, they were not ignorant ; but now were in 
the utmoft confufion, not knowing what ftep to 
take, and whom to fend to carry on the treaty, in 


which Adser was concerned ; and whether it would 
be fafe for any to go upon it; fince he who had 
the management of it was murdered, and no juf- 


| 


Jon that was lame of bis feet ; of both feet, which 
were broken. or bruifed by a fall, as after related : 
and was jive years old when the tidings came of Saul 
and Jonathan out of Fezreel; that is,when the tidings 
of their death came from Fezree/, the place where 
the battle was fought in which they died, to Gi- 
beah, and the royal palace there ; fo that he was 
now 12 years of age: aud his nurfe took bim up, 
and fled; fearing the Philiftines would come thither 
and deftroy the family of Sau/; and this child be- 
ing the-fon of ‘fonathan, the eldeft fon of Saul, was 
by birth heir to the crown, his father and grand- 
father being both dead, and which might make 
the nurfe the more folicitous to fave his life by 
flight : and it came to pafs as fhe made hafte to flee, 


tice done on the murderer, and therefore might|/hat he fell, and became lame; in her hurry and 
queftion Davia’s fincerity and uprightnefs in this|fright he dropt out of her arms, and had fome 
affair ; thefe things greatly diftrefied and emba-| bone broken or diflocated, which was never rightly 
rafied them for the prefent, but Providence open-| replaced, or had fome contufion, of which he was 
eda way for their future eftablifhment and pro-|never cured; and his name was Mepbibofbeth, cal- 
fperity. led Merib baal, 1 Chron. viii. 34. and ix, 40. of 

y¥. 2. And Saul’s fon bad two men that were cap-|\the change of fuch names fee the note on ch. ii. 
tains ‘of bands, &c.\ Of troops in the army, or|8. This ftory of Mephibofheth, and of his nurfe’s 
_of guards about the perfon of Jbbofbeth fon of| flight with him, and what happened upon i is 
. ers 
x I") tener, Pagninns, Montanus. 
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here liferted on occafion of the flight of the Bee |in, and fo paffed undifcovered, to’ carry to Davia 


rothites, ¥. 3. but chiefly to obferve in what con- 
dition Saul’s family now was, and what encouraged 
the murderers of I/hbofbeth to be guilty of the crime 
they were, fince when he was taken off, there was 
none but this lame child of that family ; and as 
the removal of J/bbofbeth would be of fo much fer- 
vice to David, they doubted not but it would be 


very acceptable to him, and they fhould be greatly | 


rewarded and honoured ; and which they might 
do with the greateft fafety, fince the neareft kinf- 
man and‘avenger of blood was fo young, and lame 
of both his feet: or rather this is mentioned to fhew, 
thar-Jbbo/beth had no right to the throne, his eldeft 
brother’s fon being living; fo that thofe murderers 
might think they did a right thing, to take away 
the life of an ufurper. 

y. 5. And the fons of Rimmen the Beerothite, Re 
chab and Baanah, went, &c.\ From Gittaim, where 
they were fojourners, y¥. 3. or from ‘the army, 
where they had commiffions, where-ever it was: 
and came about the heat of the day; the middle of 
the day, at noon, as follows: £0 rhe boufe of Ipp- 
bofheth ; which was at Mabanaim: who lay ona 
bed at noon -as was ufual in hot countries, efpe- 
cially for great perfonages, as kings; fo the Tar- 
gum, “and he was fleeping the fleep: of kings ;” 
or at a time when kings ufually flept ; though this 
is remarked by fome as an inftance and proof of 
the flugsifhnefs and inactivity of this prince, who 
left the management of all affairs to Abner his ge- 
neral, and gave himfelf to floth and: fenfuality ; 
which, when indulged, bring ruin on princes and 
their kingdoms. 

y. 6. And they came thither into the mid? of the 
boufe, 8c.) They not only came unto it, but en- 
tered into it, and went into the inmoft part of it; 
the guards being afleep alfo perhaps, or not on 
duty, fo that there were none to obftruct them; 
or if there were, they deceived them, fince they 
went in as though they would have fetched wheat ; 
out of the king’s granaries, for the payment and 
fupport of the foldiers under them, who in thofe 
days were paid in corn, as were the Roman {ol- 
diers ’ in after-times ; and thefe granaries might 
not only be in the king’s houfe, but near his bed- 
chamber; for in thofe ancient ages of fimplicity 
there was not fuch grandeur in the courts of princes 
as now; the Targum is, ‘* as fellers of wheat,” 
in the guife and habit of fuch perfons, pretending 
they came to fell wheat to the king’s purveyors, 
who were at the granaries; or, as others interpret it, 
they went in along with the wheat-merchants as if 
they belonged to them, and fo found their way to 
the king’s bed-chamber : and /mote him under the 
fifth rib; fee the note on ch. ii. 23. and Rechab 
and Baanah bis brother efcaped; they got out of 
the palace after they had committed the murder 
undifcovered and unfufpected. 

¥. 7. For when they came into the houfe, he lay 
on bis bed in his bed-chamber, &c.| This is re- 
peated to give a more particular account of the 
murder; though barbinel thinks they went in 
twice ; when they went in firft they {mote him un- 
der the fifth rib, and-made their efcape ; but fear- 
ing they bad not left him dead, they returned, and 
did as follows : and they {mote bim, and flew him ; 
fo that it was out of all doubt with them that he 
was dead: and bebeaded him, to make fure work 
of it: and took his head; along with them, per- 
haps in one of the facks they had ‘to fetch wheat 


y Vid. Valtrinum de re militar. Roman, 1, 3. ¢. 15. 


to curry favour with him: and gat them awa 
through the plain all night; through the’plain of 
Jordan ; all the way from Mabanaim to Hebron, 


- 


I. SAMUEL. | Chiv.y. sr 


. 
< 


. 
‘ 


+ 


being for the’ moft part a plain country till they — 


came to Hebron, which was mountainous ; 
from Mabanaim to Hebron was a {pace of 68 miles, 
according to Bunting *)» how aa 

oy. 8. And they brought the bead of Ibbofheth unto 
David to Hebron, &c.| Suppofing it would have 
been a'very acceptable prefent to him : and aid to 
the king, behold the bead of Ibbofbeth the fon of 
Saul, thine enemy, which fought thy life; all which, 


his relation to Sau/, his enmity to David, and his - 


defigns upon: his life, are artfully put together to 


raife the indignation of David againft him, and — 


make their prefent of his head to him the more 
agreeable : and the Lord hath avenged my lord the 
king this day of Saul, and of bis feed; for all the 
evils and injuries they had done him; this being 
the laft of the fons of Saal by a lawful wife, the 
two remaining were by aconcubine ; and thefe men 
impioufly afcribe to the Lord what they ‘with wick- 
ed hands‘had done. 1 Oa 
¥.9. And David anfwered Rechab and Baanab 
his brother, the fons of Rimmon the Beerothite, &c.] 
In ajmanner they did not expe: and fatd unto 
them, asthe Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my foul 
out of all adverfity; {piritual and temporal, efpe- 
cially the latter is meant, and particularly what he 
had been brought into by the perfecution of Sau/, 
whilft living, and by thole that adhered to his houfe 
fince his death ;- which he afcribes to the Lord, 
and doubted: not that. he would {till deliver him, 
and complete what he-had defigned for him, and 
that he needed not the affiftance of fach wicked 
hands as theirs; the words contain the form of an 
oath made to teftify the truth of the following nar- 
rative, concerning the man that brought the ti- 
dings of Saul’s death to him, or for the certainty of 
what he would do to thofe perfons for the murder 
of [bbofheth. a ae" 
¥. 10. When one told me, faying, behold, Saul és 
dead, &c.) No more is related, not that he killed 
him, or affifted in killing him, only that he was 
dead ; by which it appears, as Adarbinel thinks, 
that the Amalekite did not flay Saul, and that Da- 
vid did not put him to death on that account, but 
for what follows: thinking to have brought good 


tidings ; which would have been very acceptable to | 


David, that he would have rejoiced and exulted at’ 


it as he did; but he was miftaken ; inftead of that, — 


I took hold of him, and flew him at Ziklag that is, 


ordered one of his young men to lay hold on him, — 


and flay him, as he did, ch. i. 15. who thought 
that I would have given bim a reward for bis té- 
dings ; a handfome prefent, as the Targum here; a 
gift, or raifed him to fome poft of honour and 
profit. See 
y.11. How much more, when wicked men have 
fain a righteous perfon, &c.] As Ipbofbeth was in 
comparifon of the wicked men that flew him; tho’ 


not with refpect to David, if he knew of his di- > 


vine defignation to the throne; nor with refpeét to 
Mephibofbeth, his eldeft brother’s fon, whofe rig! 

to the throne was prior to his, which he muf 
know ; though with refpeét to his conduct towards 
David, in afluming the throne of J/rae/, it might 
not be owing to any bad principles of malice a 
injuftice, but to his ignorance of David's havi 
a right to the throne upon his father’s d | 


™ 


5 
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bythe advice of his friends he took it: the fin of|about him to fall on them, and put them to death; 


thefe men in murdering him is aggravated, in that 
they flew him in his own palace, upon bis bed; in 
cold blood, and notin the field of battle, not being 
engaged in war with him; in his own palace, where 
he might juftly think himfelf in fafety ; on his 
bed, afleep, and fo at an unawares, when infenfi- 
ble of danger, and not in a pofture of defence : 
and now David argues from the leffer to’ the 
greater, that if the man that brought him the ti- 
dings of Sau/’s death, had no reward given him for 
bringing what he thought would be reckoned good 
tidings, then much lefs would any be given them 
who had actually flain their mafter, and that in fuch 
a bafe and barbarous way ; and if the above perfon, 
who only was a bringer of tidings, was taken and 
flain, then how much more did they deferve to die, 
who had been guilty of fuch a cruel and barbarous 
murder: foall I not therefore now require his blood of 
your bands, and take you away from the earth ? avenge 
his blood on them, by putting them to death, out 
of the world, and from the land of the living, as 
men that deferved to live no longer on it. 

¥.12. And David commanded his young men, and 
they flew them, &c.| He ordered fome of his guards 


N this chapter we have an account of all the 

tribes of J/rael coming to Hebron, and anoint- 
ing David king over them, ¥. 1—5. of his expe- 
dition againft the Yebufites in Ferufalem, and tak- 
ing from them the ftrong hold of Zion, ¥. 6—10. 
of his building an houie for himfelf, and of his 
building up his family, by taking more wives and 


and they accordingly did: and cut off their bands 
and their feet; their hands which had {mote J/- 
bofheth, and cut off his head; and their feet which 
had been fwift to fhed his blood, and made hafte 
to bring his head fo many miles to David; this 
was what the Yews call meafure for meafure: and 
hanged them up over the pool in Hebron; not their 
hands and their feet, but the trunks of their bo- 
dies, thus mutilated ; fo Theodoret ; though others 
think their hands and their feet were hung up, and 
not their bodies, becaufe dead bodies were not to 
hang upon the tree more than a day; they were 
hung up over the fifh-pool in Hebron, becaule a 
public place, and where they were the more ex- 
pofed to their fhame, and the terror of others : 
but they took the head of Ilbbofheth, and buried it in 
the fepulchre of Abner in Hebron; by order of Da- 
vid no doubt, who it feems had made, or ordered 
to be made, a fepulchre for Abner, fee ch. iii. 32. 
all which David did to fhew his: regard to the fa- 
mily of Saul, his abhorrence of fuch execrable 
murders, and to remove all fufpicion of his being 
concerned in them, and to conciliate the minds of 
the J/raelites to him. 


Gi EEA: PesaNs 


fed in the anointing him to be king, \whofe office, 
as fuch, lay in doing the following things: ¢hoz 
foalt feed my people I/rael, as a fhepherd feeds his 
flock 5 hence kings were frequently called fhep- 
herds, and David particularly, in which he was an 
eminent type of Chrift, fee P/ Ixxviii. 71, 72. 
Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24. and xxxvii. 24. and thou 


concubines, and having more children, whofe names |/halt be a captain over Ijrael, the Targum is, ** and 


are given, ¥. 11—16. and of an invafion of the 
Jand by the Philiflines, and David’s victory over 
them, y¥.17—25. 


¥.1. Then came all the tribes of Ifrael to David 

unto Hebron, &c.| All the reft of the tribes, fave 
the tribe of Fadab, who had made him king over 
them in Hebron feven years ago. Thefe were am- 
bafladors fent in the name of the feveral tribes to 
him, quickly after the deaths of Abner and I/bbo- 
foeth ; from having any hand in which David had 
fufficiently cleared himfelf, and which had tended 
to reconcile the minds of the people of J/rae/ to 
him: and fpake, faying, we are thy bone and thy 
feo; for though he was of the tribe of Fudab, 
yet as all the tribes fprung from one man, they 
were all one bone, flefh and blood; all nearly re- 
Jated to each other, all of the fame general family 
of which David was; and fo, according to their 
law, a fit perfon to be their king, Deut. xvii. and 
from whom they might expect clemency and ten- 
dernefs, being fo near akin to them. 

y. 2. Alfo in time paft, when Saul was king over 
us, &c.] ven over all the tribes of J/rael: thou 
waft he that leddeft out, and broughteft in Ifrael , 
that led out the armies of J/rae/ againft their ene- 

mies, fought their battles for them, obtained vic- 
tories, and brought the troops under his command 


thou fhalt be king over J/rae/;” which gives the 
true fenfe of the tribes, and which was the chief 
and prevailing reafon with them to make him their 
king; and which they, at leaft many of them, 
would have done before, even immediately upon 
the death of Sauz/, but that they were perfuaded by 
Abner to yield obedience to J/bbofbeth he fet up. 

¥. 3. So all the elders of I/rael came to the king to 
Hebron, &c.} Which either explains what is meant 
by the tribes coming to him, ¥. 1. namely, com- 
ing by their elders as their reprefentatives ; or elfe 
the meaning is, that the meflengers the tribes fent, 
when they returned and reported the favourable re- 
ception they had met with from David, the elders 
of the feveral tribes, the princes or principal men 
met, and came together to David in Hebron: and 
king David made a league with them before the Lord; 
the ftates of the nation; he entered into a covenant 
with them ; he on his part promifing to rule them 
in juftice and judgment according to the laws, and 
they promifing to yield a chearful obedience to 
him in all things juft and lawful: and this was 
done before the Lord ; eithet before the ark of the 
Lord, as Abarbinel ; but that was in Kirjath-jea- 
rim, from whence it was after this brought by Da- 
vid to this city ; rather, as Kimchi obferves, where- 
ever all J/rae/, or the greater part of them, were 
afflembled, there the divine Shekinah or majefty 


home in fafety ; and the remembrance of thefe va-|dwelt; fo that what was done ina public affembly 
liant aéts of his, which then endeared him to the|was reckoned as done before the Lord, and in his 
people, was now another reafon for their chufing|prefence ; or this covenant was made before the 
him king: and another follows, the chiefeft of| Lord, and each party appealed to him as witnefs 
them all : and the Lord faid to thee ; when anointed|of it, fo that it was a very folemn one: and they 
by Samuel ; for though what follows is not record- | anointed David king over I/rael, that is, over all 
ed in fo many words, yet the fenfe of it is expref-| Zrae/, which was the third time of his being anoint- 
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ed; the firft, was by Semuel, pointing out.the per-|Gerfom and R. Ijaiah, who take them to be images® 
fon the Lord ‘chofe and: appointed king; the fe-|fome fay, made of bra{s, which,were placed either — 
cond wiis by ‘the tribe of Zudab, when they ioveft-|in the ftreets of the city,.or on the towers; it was 
éd him with the’ office of aking over them; andj}ufual with all nations to place on their walls be 
now by all the tribes, when he was inaugurated}their houfhold and country gods, to defe 


into the’ whole kingdom of J/rael ; and not only|from theenemy.*, A learned countrym ref. 
the elders came at this time, but great numbers fis of opinion, that thele, were ftatues or images talif- 
of the people from the feyeral tribes, and conti-|manically made, under,a certain conftellation, by 


nued with David fome days, eating, drinking and|fome fkilful in aftrology,, placed \in..che recefS,of 
rejoicing, fee 1 Chrom. Xi. the fort, and.entrufted with. the. keeping/of it, 
“yy. 4. David was thirty years old when he began\in which the, utmoft confidence was puts k * 
_ to reign, &c.] Over Fudab, which was the age of |feems better with 4sen Ezra and Abar binel; ei 
his antitypé Chrift, when he entered upon his pub-| Yo/ephus‘, to underftand. this..of blind and lame™ 
lic miniftry; Ewke iii. 23. and be reigned forty years; 
and fix-months, as appears by the following verfe ; 
but the months are not mentioned, only the round, 
number of years given: two reafons. the ews * 
give for this ; the one, that he fled fix months from 
Abfalom; the,other is, that he was ill in Hebrox fo 
long, and therefore are not reckoned. ) 
y. 5. In Hebron he reigned over Fudab seven years 
and fix months, &c.| So long the kingdom of J/- 
yael continued in the houfe of Saul after his death ; 
and “by this it appears, that David was near. 38 
years of age*when the elders of J/rael came and 
made him their kine: and in Ferufalem he reigned 
33 years over all Irael and Fudab, which in all 
made 40 years and fix months, fee 1 Kings ii. 11. 
upon his being made king over all the ytribes, as 
foon as he had taken the ftrong hold of Zien, which 
he immediately attacked, as. follows, he removed 
the feat of his kingdom from Hebron to Ferufalem. 
y. 6. And the king and his men went to Ferufalem, 
écc.] Which, at leaft, part of it, belonged to the 
tribe of Benjamin; and therefore until all [rael, 
and that tribe, with the reft, made him king, he 
did not attempt the reduction of it, but now. he} 
immediatély fet out on an expedition againft it: 
unto the Febufites the inhabitants of the land; who 
inhabited the country about it, and even dwelt in 
that itfelf; for the tribe of Fudab could not drive 
them out at firft from that part. of it, which be- 
longed to them, nor the ‘tribe of Benjamin from 
that part which was theirs; in fhort, they became 
fo much mafters of it, that it-was called, even in 
after-times,, Febus, and the city of the Febu/fites ; 
fee Foo. xv. 63. Fudg. i, 21. and xix. 10, 11. 
which fpake unto David; when he came up againft 
them, and befieged them: except thou take away 
the blind and lame, thou fhalt not come in.bither ; 
which many underftand of their idols.and images, 
which had eyes-but faw not, and feet but walked 
not, which therefore David and his men in derifion 
called the blind and lame ;. thefe the Febu/ites placed 
for the defence of their city, and put great confi- 
dence in them for the fecurity of it, and therefore 
faid to David, unlefs you can remove thefe,. which 
you fcornfully call the blind and the lame, you 
will never be able to take the place. And certain 


it is, the heathens had their tutelar gods for their} Zebu/ites, and through the fubterraneous pafiages 
cities ‘as well as their houfes, in which they greatly |reachesjthe lame and the blind, €¢.2? and: which 
trufted for their fafety ; and therefore with the Ro- |{eems to be favoured by Fo/epbus, as the obferves ee 
mans, When they befieged a city, the firft thing| who fays*, the king Se 
they attempted to do, was by any means, as by|the whole army .to him who fhould die orev umoxes- 
rongs particularly, to get the tutelar gods.out of it’, usw Papuylu», through the fubterraneous. ¢ 
believing, otherwife. it would never be taken by|go.up.to, the citadel, and take its) to. which: I 
them 5 or if it could, it was not lawful to make|would,add, that the, word is ufed in the Ch, 
the gods captives“: and to. this fenfe moft of the|paraphrafe of Aci. ix 7. of the feveral fubterrs 
Jewyh commentators agree, as Kimchi, Farcki, Ben ous, paflages, through which the rivers flow. 
Oo? De ftotsia wolldt whens har capil 


men; and that the fenfe is, that the Yebuftes had — 
fuch.an.opinion of the ftrength of their city, that 
a few blind and lame men were fufficient to.defend — 
it againft David and, his,army 5 and) perhaps in - 
contempt of him, placed fome invalids,) blind and 
lame men, on.the. walls of.it, and jeetingly ‘told 
him, that.unlefs he could remove them, \he would 
neyer~ take. the city.<.. thinking ;- or faying®s this. 
was the fubftance of, what they faid, or what they” 
meant by it: David cannot come im hither; it is’ 
impoflible for him to.enter it, he capnot and fhall 
not do it; and very.probably thele words were put 
into the mouths of the blind and lame, and they, 
faid them frequently. ; sbsptiees 
¥. 7. Neverthele/s, David took the jtrong hold of 
Zion, &e.] A fortrefs without the city, and fepa- 
rate from it, and which was very ftrong ; and the 
taking ic. might facilitate. the taking. of ‘the city, 
‘which yet,.as. appears, by what follows, was ‘very 
‘difficult to-do: the fame is the city of Dawid ; it 
was afterwards fo called, where -he built an houfe,. 
and dwelt. ) rth whe eae 
¥. 8. And David foid on that day, &c.j On 
which he took the ftrong hold of Zions whofo- 
ever getteth up to the gutter; where-itis general- 
ly fuppofed the blind: and lame were, whether 
images or real men-: but what is meant by Tzs#- 
nar, we render gutter, is not eafy today 4 werfol- 
low fome of the. Fewi/h writers, who take it to be’ 
a.canal, or water-fpout, sufed to carry off the wa- 
ter from roofs of houfes into cifterns, as the ; 
is rendered in P/. xlii. 7, which is the only : 
befides this, in which it,is ufed in deripture; but — 
R. Jfaiah takes it to be the bar or bolt of the gate, 
and the fenfe to be, whoever got up tothe gate, 
and got in at that, unbolting it, or breaking thro” 
it; the Zargum interprets it of the tower of the’ 
city, or ftrong fortrefs, and fo dbarbinel , but Far- 
chi fays, it was a ditch, agreeable to which Bo- 
chart* tranflates the words, and indeed more agree- 
able to the.order of them, ‘* whofoever finites the’ 
Febufites, let him caft into the ditch, (next the’ 
wall) both the blind and the lame, extremely hated 
by David.” But a learned modern writer* gives. 
a more. ingenious and probable. interpretation of 
thefe words. thus ;. ‘* whofoever firft), fmiteth the 
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of, and reflow ‘into the ocean: | remarkable “is with him }’to whom all his profperity and fuccefs 
the note of Theodoret, “a certain Hebrew fays,'was owing. The Targum is, “the Word of the 
Aquila renders it thro’ @ pipe; on which, he ob-| Lord God of hofts was for his help,” or his 
ferves, David being willing to fpare the walls of| helper. 
the city, ordered the citizens fhould enter into the} y. 11. 4nd Hiram king of Tyré, &c.] This was 
city by an aqueduct,” according to the ‘Fews,'father of that Hiram that lived in the times of So- 
there was a cave under ground, which reached|/omon, whofe name was Abibalus before he took 
from the king’s houte in Ferufalem to Fericho, when|the name .of Hiram, which became a common 
it was taken by Nebuchadnezzar ; fee the note on! name of the kings of Zyré; his former name may be 
Fer. xxxix. 4. in which {tory there may be a eorerore ees in the ancient hiftorians quoted by Fo/ephus* 5 
of fable; yet it is not improbable that there wasjof the city of Tyre, fee the note on Jf xxiii. 1: 
fuch a fubterraneous paflage; fince Dio Cafius'\ which was built one year before the deftruétion of 
fpeaks of feveral fuch, thro’ which the Fews made|Troy*. ‘This kine, on hearing of David’s being 
their efeape in the laft fiege of the city : aud fmit-| acknowledged king by all Ifrael, and of his, tak~- 
eth the Febufites, and the lame and the blind; or evening Ferufalem out of the hands of the Febufites, 
the lame and the blind men the Fedu/ites had placed! fens meffengers to David ; to congratulate him upon ' 
to mock David; and therefore it follows, that-are'all this: and cedar trees, and carpenters, and ma- 
bated of David's foul, becaufe he-was defpifed and fons ; thefe might not be fent at firft, but David 
jeered at by them, and through them: if thefe/ intending to build himfelf an houfe, might, by the 
could be underftood of their idols and images, the; meffengers, on their return, requeft of Hiram to 
“phrafe would be eafily accounted for, nothing be-|fend him timber and workmen for that purpofe ; 
ing more abominable to David than idolatry: 4e|the people of Z/rael being chiefly employed in cul- 
Shall be chief and captain, thefe words are not in the! tivating their fields, and vineyards, and olive-yards, 
briginal text here, but are fupplied from 1 Chron.|and feeding their flocks and herds, few of them ° 
xi. 6. that is; he fhall be chief commander of the;had any {kill in hewing timber and ftone, and 
army, as Yoeb ‘became, who was the firft that! building houfes, at leaft not like. the Tyrians and 
‘went up and fmote them : wherefore they faid, the| Sidonians ;' fee 1 Kings v. 6. and accordingly he 
blind and the lame, fhall not come into the boufe; that\fent him cedars from Lebanon, great part of which 
is, either the Febufites faid this, that their images,|was in his dominions, and artificers in wood and 
called in derifion by David the dlind and the lame,|ftone, to build his houfe in the moft elegant man- 
if thefe did not keep David out, they fhould never|ner : and they built David an boufe ; to dwell in, a 
be intrufted with the fafety of their fort any more”; ftately palace, called an houfe of cedar, ch. vii. 2. 
‘or rather becaufe the blind and the lame men| ¥.12. And David perceived that the Lord had 
faid this of David, he fhall not come into the'efablifbed “him king over Ifrael, &c.) By the pro- 
houfe, the fort, or citadel, therefore David hated {perity and fuccefs which attended him in every 
them; which is the fenfe of the above learned thing he fet his hand to: and that he had exalted 
Writer". his kingdom for bis people Ifrael’s fake ; for their 
¥. 9. So David dwelt in the fort, &c.| The advantage and glory more than for his own. 
ftrong hold of Zion, which he took: and_called it) y.13. And David took him more concubines and 
the city of David; from his own name, to keep, wives out of Ferufalem, after be was come from 
up the memory of his taking it, and of his habi-| Hebron, &c.] He had fix when he was at Hebron, 
tation in it: and David built round about, from and now he took more, which was not to his ho- 
Millo and inward; built a wall about it, and en-|nour, and contrary to the law of God, Deut. xvii. 
lareed the place, increafed the buildings both!17. the concubines were a fort of half wives, as 
within and without. Miéllo is fuppofed to be’ a'the word may fignify, or fecondary ones, and un- 
ditch round the fort, full of water, from whence! der the others’: and there were yet fons and daugh- 
it had its name; or was a large hollow place which! sers Born to David; befides thofe in Hebron, men- 
divided the fort from the lower city, and which! tioned in ch. iii. 2—5. 
afterwards Solomon filled up, and made it a level,| y.14. And thefe be the names of thofé that were 
and therefore is called fo here by anticipation ; tho’) born unto him in Ferufalem, &c.} The names of 
archi fays it was done by David. According to,his fons, for his daughters are not mentioned, and 
Dr. Lightfoot °, it was a part of Sion, or tomejthefe feem to be -fuch only that were born of his 
hillock caft up againft it on the weft-fide ; his; wives, fee 1 Chron. iii. 9. Shammua, and Shobabs 
firft fenfe is beft, Mil/lo being no other than the) and Nathan, and Solomon; thete four were by Bath- 
fortrefs or citadel, which, as Fofephus fays °,|fheba; the firft of thefe is called Shimea,; 1 Chron. 
‘David joined to the lower city, and made them|iii. 5. ; 
one body, and ereéting walls about it made Foab| y.15. Ibbar alfo, and Elifhua, and Nepheg, and 
fuperintendant of them; and this was the round-|Faphia.] Elifbua is, called Elifhama, 1 Chron. 
‘about, or circuit, which David made, reachingliii. 6: 
from Millo, or the citadel, #0 that again, which is} y.16. dnd Elifhama, and Eliada; and Elipbalet.} 
meant by i#ward, or to the houfe 4, as it fhould be|Seven more by fome other wife or wives; nine 
rendered; that is, to the houfe of Millio, as injare mentioned in 1 Cbrow. iti. 6—8. there being in 
2 Kings xii. 20. and fo it is faid 1 Chron. xi. 8.\that account two Elipbalets, and another called No- 
that’ Devid built the city from Millo round about, that|gab ; which two, one of the Eliphalets, and No- 
is, to the fame place from whence he began’, gah, might die without fons; as Kimchi thinks, 
"¥. 10. And David weit on, and grew great, &c.}\and fo are not mentioned here. ) sti 
- Th honour and wealth, in fame and reputation, in| y.17. But when the Philiftines beard that they 
| fubduing his enemies, obtaining conquefts over|had anointed David king over Ifrael, &c.] That 
‘them, and enlarging his dominions : and the Lord\the civil war in the nation was now at an end, 
‘God of bofis, of armies above and below, was|which they hoped would have iffued in their de- 
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ftruétion, and therefore lay ftill and quiet; but 
now being united under the government of David, 
and he hereby greatly ftrengthened, and become 
powerful ; and hearing alfo of his fuccefs againft 
*ferufalem, and the friendfhip he had. contracted 
with Hiram king of Tyre, they thought it was high 
time to beftir themfelves, and put a ftop to his 
power and greatnefs ; and now it was, as Kimchi 
thinks, that David penned the fecond pfalm, which 
begins, why do the heathen rage, &c. all the Phi- 
liftines came up to feek David , in order to fight him, 
all the five principalities of the Philiflines combined 
together againft him ; perhaps his old friend Achifh 
king of Gath, was now dead, or had now enter- 
tained a different opinion of him: and David beard 
of it; that they had invaded his kingdom, and 
fought to fight him: and went down to the hold, 
fome fortified place or ftrong hold near Feru/alem, 
which lay lower than the city, or than the ftrong 
hold of Zion, in which David dwelt; hither he 
went, not fo much for fafety, or with an intention 
to abide there, but as a rendezvous for his men, and 
to prepare to meet the Pdili/tines. 

¥.18. The Philiftines alfo came and [pread them- 
felves in the valley of Rephaim.| ‘Or of the giants, 
as Fofh. xv. 8. which lay to the weft of Ferufalem; 
of which, fee the note on the above place ; the 
Philiftines {preading themfelves in it, fhews that 
they were very numerous. 

¥.19. And David enquired of the Lord, &c. ] 
By Abiathar, and the Urim and Thummim, in the 
ephod he had on: faying, fhall I go up to the Phi- 
liftines ? who by this time were gone from the val- 
Jey to an higher place, to mount Perazim, as in 
df. xxviii. 21. wilt thou deliver them into my band ? 
here two queftions are put together, and an an{wer 
returned to both, contrary to a notion of the Fews, 
fee the note on 1 Sam. xxiii. 11. and the Lord faid 
to David, go up, for I will doubilefs. deliver the 
Philiftines into thine hand ; by which oracle he had 
both the mind of God that he fhould go up, and was 
affured of victory. 
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the Philifines, 1 Sam. iv. 3—6. and it appearsto 


have been the cuftom of other countries, in later 
times, to bring their gods with them to battle *: 
and David and his men burnt thems that is, his men 
burnt them at his command, 1 Chron. xiv. 12. 
agreeable to the law of God, that fo no profit 
might be made of them, Deut. vii. 5. the Septua- 
gint and Vulgate Latin verfions, and others, ren- 
der it, and took them, or carried them atvay”; as 
they might do, and after they had expofed them 
in triumph, then burnt them. F 

y¥.22. And the Philiftines came up yet again, 8c.} 
And, as Yofepbus fays*, with an army three times 
larger than the former : and /pread themfelves im the 
valley of Rephaim; in the fame place where they 
were before. 

¥.23. And when David enquired of the Lord, 
&c.] For though he had fuccefs before, and got 
the victory, he would not engage again with them 
without having the mind and will of God, on 
whom he knew victory alone depended: be faid, 
thou foalt not goup ; that is, directly, and in a ftrait 
line: but fetch a compafs bebind them; and get to 
the rear of them, inftead of falling upon them in 
the front: and come upon them over-againft the mul- 
berry-trees ; which grew in the valley of Rephaim, 
and near where the PAili/tines had pitched. - 

¥.24. And let it be when thou bearef the found 
of a going in the tops of the mulberry-trees, 8cc.} 
Of a going of the wind on the tops of theie trees, 
making a ruftling upon them, and that in fuch a 
manner as to refemble the going of men, or march 
of armies, as if they were moving in the air 
over the tops of the mulberry-trees ; which Farche 
and R. J/aiah interpret of angels. being fent of God, 
and moving at that time to help David, and de- 
ftroy the Philiftines; fo the Targum on 1 Chron 
xiv. 13. Thefe trees being in Fudea, account for 
filk there, Ezek. xvi. 10. though fome think that 
was not known fo early; others fuppofe it was, 
and to be the Hebrew byffus mentioned by Paufa- 
nias *, as being of a yellow colour: that then thou 


¥.20. And David came to Baal-perazim, &c.]| foali beftir thyfelf; or move towards the camp of 


As it was after called, for here it has its name by 
anticipation, and whither the Pdili/tines were come 
from the valley of Rephaim ; fee 1 Chron. xiv. 11. 
which was at no great diftance, the one being the 
hill, to which the other was the valley, compu- 
ted to be about three miles from Ferufalem, in the 
way to Bethlehem“, between which places were two 
hours travel": and David fimote them there, there 
a battle was fought, in which David had the vic- 
tory affured him: and faid, the Lord hath broken 
forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of 
waters; as when waters, through their mighty 
force, break down the banks of rivers, and carry all 
before them; or as one breaks an earthen veffel full 
of water, fo the Targum on 1 Chron. xiv. 11. there- 
fore he called the name of the place Baal-perazim ; 
which fignifies, the mafter of breaches, where the 
Phili/tines were broke in upon, and broken to pieces, 
of which God was the author, and which gave 
David the maftery over his enemies; the Targum 
renders it, the plain of breaches, and feems to take 
it to be the fame with the valley of Rephaim. 

¥.21. And they left their images, &c.| Their 
idol-gods, which they brought with them to pro- 
tect and defend them, and give them fuccefs ; per- 
haps in imitation of the J/raelites, who formerly 
brought the ark of God into their camp againft 


the Pbilifiines, and fall upon them in the rear, 
who by reafon of the found in the trees, would not 
hear the motion of the J/raelites; or if they heard | 
it, would take it to be no other than the motion 
of the trees they heard, both founds being con- 
founded together; or they would take the found 
they heard for the motion of the enemy in the 
front, and give way, and fo fall into the hands of 
the J/raelites in their rear, which muft throw them 
into the utmoft confufion and confternation: for 
then [hall the Lord go out before thee to {mite the bof 
of the Philiftines; by an angel or angels; fo the 
Targum, ‘‘ for then fhall go forth the angel of the 
Lord, to make thee profperous to flay in the camp 
of the Philifines ;? that being the precife time for 
the falvation of [/rae/, and the deftruétion of the 
Philiftines, and the token of it. ‘he 

¥. 25. And David did fo as the Lord commanded 
him, &c.) In all things he was obedient to the 
command of God; Sau/ was not: he got behind 
the army of the Phili/tines, as he was directed ; and 


| when he heard the found in the mulberry-trees, he 


arofe and fell upon his enemies: and fmote the 
Philiftines from Geba until thou come to Gazer; or 


from Gibeon, as in 1 Chron. xiv. 16. acity inthe — 


tribe of Benjamin, near to which this battle. was 
fought, and where the purfuit began, which was. 
4 car- 
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carried as far as Gazer, a city that lay on the bor-|fled ; and, according to Bunting *, it was a fpace 
ders of the Philiftines, as Fofepbus fays*; and folof 18 miles. 
far they were purfued, and were {mitten as they 


Cre hr. t Vis 


oe this chapter we are told, that David fetched 
the ark from Baale of Fudeh, with an intent to 
bring it to his own city, ¥. 1—5. but Uzzah be- 
ing {mitten for his error concerning it, David 
was difpleafed, and left it at the houfe of. Obed- 
edom, where it remained three months, and proved 
a bleffing to his houfe, y.6—11. which David 
hearing of, went and brought it from thence with 
great expreflions of joy before it as it came along, 
and offered offerings to the Lord at the fetting it 
in its place, and gave gifts to the people, ¥. 12—19. 
but Michal his wife was difpleafed with fome of 
his geftures on that occafion, which made fome 
difference between them, and which, on Michal’s 
part, was refented by the Lord himfelf ; for fhe 
became barren for it to the time of her death, 
¥. 20—23. 


¥. 3. And they fet the ark of God upon a new 
cart, &c.] Which was a great miftake, fince it 
ought not to have been put upon a cart old or 
new ; it was to be borne upon mens fhoulders, and 
carried by Levites only, and thofe of the family 
of Kobath, to whom no waggons were given, when 
others had them, for the above reafon, Numéd. vii. 
g. it is ftrange that fo many priefts and Levites, 
and of the people of J/rae/ gathered together on 
that account, and David alfo, {o well veried in the 
law of God, fhould not advert to it; perhaps they 
were led by the example of the Phrliftines, who 
put it in anew cart, and fet it forward towards 
Beth-foemefh, and were not punifhed for it; but 
it fhould have been confidered they were an igno- 
rant heathen people, and who had no proper per- 
fons among them to bear it, and fo might be dif- 
penfed with. This miftake was afterwards feen 
by David, and rectified, 1 Chron xv. 2. wherefore 
there is no reafon to charge the text with an error 
or efcape, and that the word Kirjath-jearim is want- 
ing, and to be fupplied, as Spino/a * fuggetts : 
and brought it out, or after they had brought it out*, 
of the houfe of Abinadab that was in Gibeahs or 
which was on the hill in Kivjath-jearim, 1 Sam. vii. 
1. and Uzzah and Abio the fons of Abinadab drew 
the new cart; perhaps not only dbinadab himfelt 
was dead, but Eleazar alfo, his eldeft fon, who 
was fanctified to keep the ark, as in the above 
quoted place; and thefe might be his younger fons 
who at this time had the care of it, and it may 
be efpecially Uzzah. 

¥.4, And they brought it cut of the houfe of Abt- 
nadab, which was at Gibeab, &c.] That is, the 
new cart, which is the laft thing fpoken of, and 
the bringing of the ark out of his houfe, is men- 
tioned before; though fome take this to be the 
coffer in which were the prefents of the Philiftines, 
which was now brought out along with the ark, 
fee 1 Sam. vi. 8. accompanying the ark of God; or 
with the ark of God ‘'; that is, they brought the 
new cart from the houfe of Abinadab on the hill, 
with the ark of God upon it: and Abio went be- 
fore the ark; guiding the oxen that drew it, and 
Uzzah might go behind, or on one fide, to take 
care that the ark fell not out of it. 

¥. 5. And David and all the houfe of Ifrael played 
before the Lord, &c.] That is, before the ark, 
which was a fymbol of the prefence of the Lord : 
on all manner of intruments made of firwood ; 
which is a general expreflion, the particulars fol- 
low; though inftruments of different forts are 
mentioned, and even fome of metal, as cymbals, 
which were veflels of bra{s, they ftruck one againft 
another, and gave a very acute found, being hol- 
low®; harps, pfalteries and timbrels are frequently 
met with ; cornets, according to Kimchi, are fuch 
fort of inftruments, that in playing upon them it 
required an agitation of the whole body. Now it 


¥. 1. Again, David gathered together all the 
chofen men of Ifrael, 30000.] Which was.done by 
the advice of his officers, 1 Chron. xiii. 1. the 
word again refers either to the gathering of them, 
when they made him king in Hebron, as the Fewi/h 
writers generally obferve ; but then they gathered 
themfelves, and not David: or rather to his ga- 
thering them to fight the Phi/ifines a little while 
ago; and as they were the choice and young men 
that were gathered for war, as being the fitteft, fo 
now to fetch up the ark with dancing and finging, 
and to protect it ; the Septuagint verfion fays, they 
were about 70,000; but the Zargum, Syriac and 
Arabic verfions have 30,000, agreeable to the He- 
brew text. 

y¥.2. And David arofe, and went with all the 
people that were with him, &c.] The 30,000 
chofen men gathered together, and as many elle as 
chofe tq go: from Baale of Fudab, to bring up from 
thence the ark of God; that is, they firft went to 
this place, as in 1 Chron. xiii. 6. in order to. fetch 
the ark from thence, as here expreffed, and then 
they came from thence with it ; this place is the 
fame that is called Baalab and Kirjath-baal, a city 
in the tribe of Fudah; hence Fudab is added to it, 
and the fame with Kirjath-jearim, Fo/b. xv. 9, 60. 
the place where it was brought to when fetched 
from Beth-/beme/h, 1 Sam, vil. 10. and had been 
here now near 50 years; nor was it any where elfe 
during this time, only once at Gieah of Saul with 
him, 1 Sam. xiv. 18. whofe name he called by the 
naine of the Lord of bojfts that dweileth between the 
cherubim; not the ark, but the Lord, whofe is 
the ark ; his name is called by the name of Feho- 
vab, the infinite, incomprehenfible, eternal and 
immutable Being, the Lord of armies above and 
below ; whofe habitation was between. the cheru- 
bim that overfhadowed the mercy-feat, which was 
above the ark ; all this is faid, not only to exprefs 
the greatnefs and majefty of God, but for the ho- 
nour of the ark, which belonged to him. 
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was, that David penned the 68th pfalm, which 


begins, Jet Ged arife, &c. words uled byMo/es when’ 
the ark fet forward, Numb. x. 35. uf, 


y. 6. And when they came to Nachon’s threfbing- 
fioor, &c,] Who is called Chidon, 1 Chron. xiii. 9. 
he feems to have had two names ; or it-was a place 
that had two names, as: fay the Fews™; according 
to atradition of theirs‘, Chidon is the name of the 


place where it was faid to Fofbua, ftretch out the 


Spear or fhield in thine hand towards 47, Fo/. viii. 
18. fo indeed the word fignifies, nor was it un- 
ufual to ftretch out the fhield as a fignal on occa- 
fion. Thus neas lift up his fhield in his left- 
hand, as a token to his Trojans, that he was come 
to relieve them *: where this threfhing-floor was, 
is not faid ; fome fay’, it was the threfhing-floor 
of Araunah the Febufite ; it could not be far from 
Ferufalem, fince Baale-judab or Kirjath-jearim was 
but about.a mile from it, according to Bunting™, 
from whence they fetched the ark: Uzzab put 


forte his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of 


#t; to keep it from falling: the reafon was, for 
the oxen fbook it ; the fame word is ufed in 1 Chron. 
Xill. 9. and there it is rendered, for the oxen fumbled ; 
and by their ftumbling the cart was fhaken, and 
the ark im it, and in danger of falling, as Uzzab 
thought: or the oxen /hook, for the word it is a 
fupplement ; they fhook as if their members were 
plucking afunder and parting, as Kimchi exprefies 
it, becaufe of the holinefs of the ark; as if they 
were fenfible it was wrong for them to draw it, 
when it ought to have been carried on the fhoulders 
of Levites ; and by. this way, as well as by the 
death of Uzzah, the error committed was pointed 
out: but others render it, for the oxen fuck in the 
élay", and could not goon; whichUzzab obferving, 
and fearing that in their ftruggle to get out, the 
art fhould be overturned, or that the proceffion 
would be retarded too much, took hold of the ark 
to take it out, and carry it the remainder of the 
way, it not being far from Feru/alem. 
¥. 7. And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againft Uzzab, &c.| And which was manifeft by fmi- 
ting him: and God fmote him there for his error; 
committed at this time, which was complicated ; 
as that the ark was put upon a cart, to which he 
might be the chief advifer, as Procopius Gazeus 
notes, when it fhould have been carried on the 
fhoulders of the Levites; and that he touched it with 
his hand, which none but. priefts might ‘do, fup- 
pofing him to be a Levite, which it is not clear he 
was, however not a Kobathite; and he took hold 
of it in order to carry it in his arms, which even 
Levites, and thofe Kobatbites might not do, but 
With ftaves put into. it, which only they were. to 
hold; and befides, as 4barbinel oblerves, he fhew- 
ed little faith in the power and providence of God, 
as if he could not take care of the ark without 
him : aad there he died by tke ark of God ; dire&ly, 
upon the fpot, by the fide of it; whether he was 
itruck by lightening, or in what way, cannot be 
faid ; however, he died by the immediate hand of 
God, in token of his difpleafure’: and this fhows, 
that it is dangerous in matters of worfhip to act 
contrary to the command of God, even in things 
that. may feem {mall and trivial ; and though what 
may be done, may be done with a good intention, 
as this was, yet that will not excuie the fin; nor 
are thofe who are the moft forward and zealous in 
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religious matters, exempted from marks of Go's: 
difpleafure when they go.wrong. 

¥. 8. And David was difpleafed, becaufe the Lord 
had made a breach upon Uzzab, &c.| He could 
not eafily fubmit, and be reconciled to the pro- 
vidence; his heart was ready ‘to rife up againft God, 
and murmur at him for ftriking him dead in fuch 
an awful manner, for fo {mall a matter as this 
might feem to be; and the rather, as this put a 


ftop to the proceffion, and caft a damp upon thei 


joy and mirth on this-occafion, and might feem to 


be an ill omen to Devid, and be improved by his 
enemies againft him: and he called the name of the 


place Perez-uzzab unto this day, the name he gave 


the place, which fignifies the breach of Uzzab, con- 
tinued to tHe time of writing this book. 

y.9. And David was afraid of the Lord that 
day, &c.] Left he fhould be fmitten for his error ‘ 
alfo, and efpecially as he had difcovered fome re- 
fentment at the Lord’s dealing with Uzzeb; when 
he ought to have been {till and quiet, and fubmit- 
ted to the will of God, and owned his jufticein ir, 
confefled his own error, and been thankful for 
his fparing mercy vouchfafed to him: and fatd, 
bow fhall the ark come to me? the meaning of which — 
is not, how it fhould be brought to the place pro- 
vided by him in Yerufalem, now Uzzah was dead, 
for there were Levites enow to carry it, as they 
afterwards did; but as fignifying that it would be 
either boldnefs and prefumption in him to do it, 
fince God. had fhewn fuch a mark of his difplea- 
fure at their proceeding, that he might be in doubt 
whether it was the will of God it fhould come to 
him ; or as feating it would be dangerous to him 
to have it with him, fince he might be guilty of 
fuch an error, of the fame, or like it, that had 
been committed. 

y.10. So David would not remove the ark of the 
Lord unto him into the city of David, &c.) As 
yet, but wait a little longer, until he had more 
thoroughly confidered of it, and made himfelf ac- 
quainted with every thing relative to the ark, that 
he might know how to behave for the future, with- 
out giving offence: but David carried it afide into 
the houfe of Obed-edom the Gittite ; which was hard 
by, on one fide of the place where they were; this 
man was a Levite, as appears from his being af- 
terwards appointed to be door- keeper for the ark, 


‘and to fing praife before it, and fo a proper per- 


fon to commit the care of it to, 1 Chron. xv. 18, 
24, 24. and xvi. 5,6. he is called. a Gittite, either 
becaufe he had fojourned in Gath fome time, or 
rather becaufe he was of Gath-rimmon, a city of 


ithe Levites, Fo/b. xxi. 24. 


y. 11. And the ark of the Lord continued in the 
David, and 
thofe with him, returned to their habitations, where 
they continued during this time: and the Lord 
bleffed Obed-edom, and all his boufoold; him, and 

all his family, with fpiritual bleffings, and wich 
an affluence of temporal good.things; for godli- 
nefs has the promife of this life, and of that which 

is to come ; men ‘are not lofers but gainers, even 

in things temporal, for their attachment to_ 

caufe of religion, and the fervice of God, and their 
regard to that in their own houfes, as well as in 
the houfe of God. | Fo/ephus ° fays, that Obed-edom 


of which he foon emerged, and came into — S 
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circumttances, fo as to be taken notice of by his)to appear in; rathef thad in hls royal tobes, as 
neighbours, and reported abroad; by which means| being mire agreeable to the fervice of God, and 


David came to the hearing of it, as follows. 

yy. 12. And it was told king David, &c.) By 
fome of his courtiers who had heard of it: fay- 
ing, the Lord hath bleffed the boufe of Obed-edom, 
and all that pertaineth unto bim, becaufe of the ark 
of the Lord ; it was fo fuddenly, in fo fhort a time, 
and fo largely, that it could not efcape the notice 


lighter for him both 
occafion. 

¥.15. So David and al) the boufe of Ifrael brought 
up the ark of the Lord, 8cc.| ‘The elders of Irael, > 
and the captains over thoufands, 1 Chron. xv. 25. 
befides the common people; there miglit be as 
large a number with him how, as before: with 


to walk and dante in on this 


and obfervation of men that knew him; and this |/houting, and with the found of the trumpet, with 


increafe was not in any natural way by which it 
could be accounted for; fo that it could be afcribed 
to no other caufe but the bleffing of God, and that 
on account of the ark of God that was with him ; no- 
thing elfe could be thought of : fo David went and 
brought up the ark of God from the houfe of Obed- 
edom in the city of David with gladnefs , being ani- 
mated and encouraged by the bleffing of God on 
the houfe of Obed-edom, becaufe of it, and thereby 
freed from thofe flavifh fears he was before pof- 
feffed of, and filled with hopes of being bleffed alfo 
on account of it; if not with temporal bleffings, 
he needed not, yet with fpiritual ones. 

yy. 13. And it was fo; that when they that bare 
the ark of the Lord, &c.} The Levites; for now 
David had feen the tormer miftake, and rectified 
it, and ordered the Levites to carry it, as they did 
upon their fhoulders, with the {taves therein, fee 
1 Chron. xv. 2, 12—15. when thefé had gone fix 
paces, he facrificed oxen and fatlings ; wpon an al- 
tar, which was at once erected for‘that purpofe ; 
the number and kind of facrifices offered were fe- 
ven bullocks, and feven rams, 1 Chron. xv. 26. 
and thefe David offered, not by himfelf, but by 
the priefts that were with him, and that as foon as 
they had gone fix paces from the houfe of Oded- 
edom; whereby they perceived the Levites were 
able to carry thé ark, with what was in it, the 
Lord helping them, as in the above quoted place, 
and without ftumbling and falling, or any evil at- 
tending them ; and Kimchi thinks, thefe fix paces 
were juft the meafure of the ground Uzzab went 
before what befel him ; but it is highly probable 


the fhouts of the people in common, and with 
blowing of trumpets by thofe who were appointed 
for that purpofe, and with other inftruments of 
mufic, fee 1 Chron. xv. 27, 28. ‘Fofephus fays*, 
that feven choirs went before the priefts bearing 
the ark, as the king commanded, he himfelf play- 
ing on the harp; 10 the Septvagint verfion. 
y¥. 16. And as the ark of the Lord came into .the 
city of David, &c.| Being brought thither on the 
fhoulders of the Levites: Michal Saul’s daughter 
looked through a window; in the King’s palace, to 
fee the proceffion, which was very grand; and in 
great pomp, attended by a vaft number of people, 
and with mufic of all forts. She is faid to be Sau/’s 
daughter, though David’s wife, as having: a:good 
deal of her father’s haughty.temper and difpofition, 
as appears by what follows: and faw king David 
leaping and dancing before thé Lord, the ark of the 
Lord, by thefe outward geftures expreffing the in- 
ward joy of his heart on this occafion 5 and fhe de- 
[pifed him in ber heart; as a&ting a mean part, quite 
beneath himfelf, and unbecoming his royal dignity. - 
y. 17. And they brought in the ark of the Lord, 
&c.] Into the city of David, the ftrong hold of 
\ Zion ; and fet it in his place; in the midft of the ta- 
bernacle that David bad pitched for it, or feretched 
out: fof this was not the tabernacle of Moj/es, 
David pitched any whefe ; that was at this time at 
Gibeon, where it continued to the time of Solomon; 
i Chron. xxi. 29. 2 Chron. i. 3, 4. but this was a 
curtain, or curtains, which he had ftretched out 
for drawn around for the ark to be pitched in the 
midft of ; and this was not in his own houfe, for 


chat he had gone farther; however, no doubt by |he is afterwards faid to go to that, but fomewhere 
the order of David, the Levites fet down the ark,|in Ferufalem or the city of David: and David of- 
and facrifices were offered by way of thankfgiving| fered burnt-offerings, and peace-offerings before the 
to God, and for the continuance of his goodnefs,| Lord ; ‘that is, before the ark, and that by way of 


and for atonement for former errors. Some think 
thefe feven oxen and rams were offered, at feven 
jeveral times and placés, at every fix paces an ox 
and a ram ; but this is not very likely. 

¥. 14. And David danced before the Lord with 


thankfgiving for its being brought fafe thither, 
without any error or miftake on the fide of him, 
the Levites, and the people, and without offence 
to God, and any mark of his difpleafure as before. 
This muft be fuppofed to be done by priefts, and 


all bis might, 8c.) ‘That is, before the ark of|not by David himfelf, who was no prieft. 


the Lord; not a fet dance, or along’ with others ; 
but he leaped and fkipped as car, a lamb,’ does, 
and that for joy that the ark was like be brought 
home to his houfe, without any token of the: di- 
vine difpleafiiré, as before; the Targum is; “* he 
praifed before the Lord with all his might ;” ex- 
erted himfelf to the uttermoft in finging the praifes 
of God vocally, or by playing on an inftrument ; 
to which fenfetare the Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic 
verfions, which’ is approved of by Caffel? ; who 
obierves, it no where appears to have been’ a cuf- 
tom to dance before the ark; but it might be 
now done, though not ufual, and therefore was 
oblérved by AZichal with contémpt, y. 16. a later 


y.18. And as foon as David had made an end of 
offering burnt-offerings,' and peace-offerings, &cc. | 
Or thefe were performed according to his order : 
be blefféd the people in the name of the Lord of bofts ; 
not as a prieft, but as a prince, as the common 
father of them, wifhing them all happinef$ and 
profperity outward and inward, praying to God to 
blefs them with all bleffings temporal and fpiritual, 
who is the God of armies above and below, and 
can do what he pleafes; and more than his people 
can afk orthink. 

¥. 19. And be dealt among all the people, &c.] 
Gave a dole unto them, divided among them: 
even among the while multitude of Irael, and if 


writer ® fhews, that dancing is the proper fenfe of|there were fo many as at firft, there were 30,000 


the word: and David was girded with a linen 
ephod; whicly others, befides priefts, fometimes 
wore, as Samuel did, and which David might choofe 
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of them, ¥. 1. and perhaps more, fince it follows : 
as well to the women as men; to both the one and 
the other; and the women, it is very probable, 
were 
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were not among thofe that went to fetch the ark,|defore all bis houfe; which he obferved to humble 
but aflembled to attend the entrance of it into the|her pride, and mortify her, as well as to remark 
city, and were prefent at the folemnities of its fet-|the diftinguifhing goodnefs of God to him, which 
tlement: fo every one a cake of bread; or a loaf of|laid him under obligation to exprefs his thankful-— 
bread, of what quantity is not faid, no doubt fuf-|nefs to him in every fhape: to appoint me ruler over 
ficient for any one perfon, or more: and a good piece;the people of the Lord, over Ifrael, which was a 
of flo not only that was good in quality but/high honour conferred upon him, and required the 
large in quantity, a very large piece of it; the Fews|utmoft gratitude: sherefore will I play before the 
fay * the fixth part of a bullock, they dividing|Zord; upon the harp, or praife before him, as the 
into fix parts as we .into four quarters ; but it is|Targum, fing his praife before the ark, unto any 
not likely that fuch a quantity of flefh fhould be|inftrament of mufic, without once imagining I 
given to each perfon ; and a flagon of wine; but/difgrace myfelf, on the contrary think it to be the 
what fuch a veffel held cannot be faid, though at; higheft honour to me to be employed in fuch fervice. 
leaft we may fuppofe it equal to a bottle of ours,) y.22. dnd I will yet be more vile than thus, &c.} 
or more. See Cant. ii. 5. and Hof. iii. 1. fo all the If this is to be vile, Il] endeavour to be viler ftill ; 
people departed every one to his houfe, to refrelalif to dance before the ark, and fing the praifes of, 
themfelves withthe provifions David had giventhem.|God be reckoned a leffening of me, I'll more and. 
y. 20. Then David returned ta blefs his houfbold,\more be found in doing iuch things, or what is 
&c.] His wife, children, and fervants, to wih all|fimilar to them: and will be bafe in mine own fight 5 
happinefs to them on this occafion, and pray to|humble himfelf, and lic low in his own eyes, ad- 
God for bleffings on them temporal and fpiritual.|miring the grace and goodnefs of God to him, 
This was done when he came from the place where|thinking he could never condefcend too low to 
the ark was fet, and was come to his own palace :|exalt the Lord, and magnify the riches of his © 
ond Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet|goodnefs: and of the maid-fervants which thou haft 
David ;, before he had got quite to his own houfe :|/poken of, of them fhall I be had in honour; who the 
and faid, How glorious was the king of Ifrael to day,\more humble I am, and the more I condefcend, 
which fhe fpoke in an ironical jeering way, mean-|by laying afide all ftate in aéts of devotion and re- 
ing the reverfe, how inglorious, mean, and defpi-|ligion, the more fhall-I be honoured and fpoken 
cable he had made himfelf to be, by his airs and} well of by them. 
geftures : who uncovered him/felf to day in the eyes of| . 23. Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had 
the handmaids of bis fervants, as one of the vain fel-\no child until the day of her death, &c.| The chil- 
lows foamelefly uncovereth himfelf! becaufe he had|dren fhe brought up for Adrzel were not her own, 
put off his royal robes, and put on a linen ephod ;|but adopted ones, or Adriel’s by another woman, 
for that he had ftripped himfelf naked cannot be|chap. xxi. 8. however, fhe had none after this time, 
fuppofed, nor do her words import fo much, tho’|whatever fhe had before, and it does not appear 
a paffionate exaggeration of the cafe. that fhe had any, though the Jews fay fhe was 
y. 21. And David faid unto Michal, It was before|Eglah, and Ithream her fon, chap. iii. 5. fee the — 
the Lord, &c.| Before the ark of the Lord, what|note there. And thus fhe that vilified David 
was done was done there; fhe upbraided him with|brought a reproach upon herfelf, as barrennels was 
his dancing and finging, which was defigned for the|always reckoned, and no one defcending froma her 
honour and glory of God, and in thankfulnefs to'arrived to royal dignity, and fat on the throne of 
him for the bringing the ark to his city, and there-| David; and fo it was ordered in providence, as 
fore fhe ought not to have reproached him with it,! 4darbinel obferves, that the feed of David and of 
and he adds: which chofe me before thy father, and Saul might not be mixed. y 
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ee IS chapter expreffes David’s concern for] y¥. 1. And it came to pafs when the king fat in bis. 
building an houte for the ark of God, which} 4eu/e, &c.] Which Hiram’s fervants had built for 
he communicated to Nathan the prophet, and was| him, having no occafion to go out to war: and the 
approved of by him, ¥. 1, 2, 3. and who was that| Lord had given him reft round about from all bis ene- 
night fent by the Lord to David, to acquaint him, | mies; both at home and abroad; though this reft and 
that as he had for many years dwelt in a tert, and| peace did not laft long; for the next chapter gives 
had never given directions to the tribes of J/rae/,}an’account of feveral people he was engaged in war 
and the rulers of them to build him an houfe, fo| with. " 

neither fhould David build him one; but his fonthat] ¥.2. That the king faid unto Nathan the prophet, 
would fucceed him in the throne fhould ; and alfo|8cc.] This is the firft time this prophet is made 
obferves to him the many great things he had done| mention of, but often afterwards, yet who he was, 
for him, and promifes him more, and particularly|and from whence he came, is not known; he 
the eftablifhment of his throne and kingdom for|appears to be a man of great piety and prudence, 
ever, in which he has refpect to the Mefiah, that|as well as endowed with a prophetic fpirit, and was. 
thould {pring from him, ¥. 4—17. Then follows|very familiar with David, and perhaps dwelt in his 
a prayer of David, in which he expreffes the fenfe palace ; being a man on all accounts fit for con- 
he had of the greatnefs and goodne(s of God, and of|verfation with princes, to whom David imparted. 
his own unworthinels to receive fuch favours from| what he had been meditating upon in his heart. — 
him he had, returns him thanks for the promifes | The Jews have a tradition ‘, that he was the fame 
he had made, and prays for the performance of|with Fonathan the fon of Shimea, the broth 
them, ¥. 18—29. David, 2 Sam. xxi, 21. which is not very ikl 
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See now, I dwell in an houfe of cedar; made of the 
Cedars of Lebanon; fee what a fpacious palace it is : 
but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains; ina 
tabernacle within curtains, as the Jargum; not the 
tabernacle of Mo/es, for that was at Gideon, 1 Chron. 
xxi. 29. but that which David had made for it, 
which confilted of curtains that were drawn around 
it, chap. vi. 17. It gave him a concern that he 
fhould dwell in fo magnificent a palace, and the 
ark of God fhould have fo mean an habitation; 
wherefore it was upon his mind to build a grand 
edifice for it, and this he inegefted hereby to Na- 
than, and fo he underftood him as appears by what 
follows; and the rather he was led to fuch a 
thougire, being now at reft and in peace; for then 
it was an houfe was to be built for God, in which 
he would caufe his name to dwell, as David might 
eafily learn from Deut. xii. 9, 10, 11. and who fo 
proper to fet forward fuch a work as a king, and 
he when at reft from his enemies ? 

y. 3. And Nathan foid to the king, Go, do all 
that is in thine heart, &c.| He perceived it was 
in his heart to build an houfe for God; he knew an 
houfe was to be built at one time or another, by fome 
perfon or another; he knew it was 4 good work, and 
fit foraking to do, and might think this was a proper 
time as any, he being at leifure, and therefore encou- 
raged him toit: butinafmuch as the time when and 
the perfon by whofn this was to be built were not point- 
edsout particularly in the word of God ; David 
and he fhould have confulted the Lord about it, in this 
they erred, and for which they were tacitly reproved ; 
for as the event fhews, -this was not the time when, 
nor David the perfon by whom, it was to be built. 
Nathan {aid this as a pious and good man, ina _pri- 
Vate capacity, not as a prophet, or under a fpirit 
of prophecy ; for prophets did not always fpeak 
under fuch an influence, but, as private men, faid 
fome things ignorantly and through miftake; fee 
1 Sam. xvi. 6. 2 Kings iv, 27. for the Lord is with 
thee’ profpering and fucceeding him in all he un- 
dertook, giving him reft from all his enemies ; and 
he might think that this motion he now made of 
building an houfe was from the Lord; the Targum 
is, ** the Word of the Lord fhall be for thine help,” 
or thine helper, and fhall affift thee in this work. 
David being thus encouraged by the prophet, his 
thoughts were more employed about it, and he was 
refolute and eager to perform it; and now it was 
he penned the 132d pfalm, in which he exprefles 
his oath and vow to find a place to buildon. © 

¥. 4. And it came to pafs that night, &c] The 
fame night following the day in which David and 
Nathan had had the above converfation, that nei- 
ther of them might continue long in their error and 
miftake, and efpecially left David, in his great 
zeal and warm affection, fhould take an hafty and 
improper ftep: that the word of the Lord came unto 
Nathan; the word of prophecy, as the Targum , 
before he was not under a prophetic influence, but 
fpoke in his own words, and had not the word of 
God; but now itcame tohim: /aying ; as follows. 

¥. 5. Go and tell my fervant David, &c.] The 
Lord fpeaks very honourably and refpedctfully of 
him, owns him to be his fervant in other. things, 
choles he did not chufe to employ him in this; 
and though he was not the perfon, nor this the 
time, to build the houfe of the Lord, yet as he 
fhewed a good will towards it, fo far it was ac- 
ceptable to God: Thus faith the Lord, Shalt thou 
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build me an houfe for me to dwell in? no, thou thalt 
not, as appears from 4£ Chron. xvii. 4. which feems 
to be expreffed with muclr fpirit, and fome degree 
of refentment, to refolve on fuich a work, without 
feeking to know his mind in it. Expolemus", ani 
heathen, confirms this account, only inftead of a 
prophet he fpeaks of an angel, whofe name he fays 
was Dia-Nathéin, who, when David was defirous 
of building a temple for God, and very anxious to 
be fhewn the place where the altar was to be erected; 
this angel appeared to him; and though he fhewed 
him the place for the altar, forbad him building it, 
becaufe he was polluted with human bleod, and 
had been engaged in wars many years, and bid him 
leave the building of it to his fon. ’ 
¥. 6. Whereas I have not dweltan any Loufe, &c.} 
Fixed, ftated habitation : /ince the time that I brought 
up the children of Irael out of Egypt, even to this day ; 
a {pace of 5 or 600 years, tho’ he might before but 
have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle, moving 
from place to place while in the wildernefs, and fince 
in the land of Canaan, firft at Gilga/, then at Shiloh, 
afterwards at Nob, and now at Gibeon. Tent and ta- 
bernaclé are diftinguifhed, though they were but, 
one building and habitation ; the tent was theycur- 
tains of goats hair, and the tabernacle the. linen ’ 
curtains, fee Exod. xxvi. 1. 6. 11,912, 13. In 
1 Chron. xvii. 5; it is from tent to tent, and fromone 
tabernacle to another ; which does not intend variety 
of tabernacles, but change of place. : 
¥. 7. In all the places wherein I have walked with 
all the children of Ifrael, &c.| Thofe mentioned in 
the note on the preceding verfe : /pake Ia word with 
any of the tribes of Ifrael; or rather the fceptres of 
Tfrael ; fo the word is tendered, Gen. xlix: 10. the 
fceptre-bearers, rulers, and governors, whofe cu- 
ftom was to carry a fceptte in their hands, as Ben 
Melech obferves ; and fo in a parallel text, 1 Chron. 
Xvii. 6. itis, to.any of the judges of Ifrael; any of 
thofe from the times of Mofes and Fofbua to the . 
times of Saul and David, and this is confirmed by 
what follows: whom I commanded to feed my people 
Pfrael, that is, to.rule and govern them, protect 
and defend them, which cannot be faid of the tribes _ 
but of the rulers of them; and the Lord afks this. 
queftion, whether ever he had faid a word to any 
of thofe in all that fpace of time, expreffing any 
thing of this kind: Why build ye not me an boufe of 
cedar ? they never were bid to do it, or expoftulated. 
with why they did not, or ever reproved for not 
doing it; therefore why fhould David think of 
doing it? " 
y. 8. Now therefore, fo fhalt thou fay unto my fer- 
vant David, &c.} For it was taken well at his | 
hands, in part, that it was in his heart, and he had 
a defire to build an houfe for God, though he was 
wrong in determining upon it without feeking the 
Lord ; and left he fhould be-difcouraged by the 
prohibition of him from building, the following 
things are obferved to affure him, it was not 
from difregard unto him, or difpleafure at him, 
that he would not be employed in this ferviee ; fince 
the Lord had given fufficient tokens of his fa- 
vour to him, and with which he fhould be con- 
tent, as having honour enough done him; it was 
enough that God had raifed him up from a low 
eftate to great grandeur and dignity : Thus faith the 
Lord of hofis, 1 took thee from the fheep-cote, frou 
following the foeep, to be ruler cver my people, over 
Ifraél; tor that was his employment, to keep his 
father’s 
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father’s fheep before he was sala into Sau/’s court, 
and married his daughter, when after his death he 
came to have the crown ‘of Ifrael : now this is faid, 
not to upbraid him with his former meannefs, but 
to obferve the goodnefs of God unto him, and what 
reafon he had for thankfulnets, and to look upon 
himfelf as a favourite of God, who of a keeper of 
fheep was made a fhepherd of men, to rule and 
feed thei ; fo Cyrus is called a fhepherd, J/. xliv. 28. 
and Agamemnon, in Homer “, is called the /oepherd 
of the people. 
¥.9. And I was with ibee whitherfoever thou 
wenteft, &c.] When he went againft Goliath, when 
he went forth againft the Philiftines, when in Saual’s 
~ court, when he fled from Sad/, and was obliged to 
go to various places, God was with him protecting 
and preferving him, prospering and fucceeding him 
every where, and in every thing: and have cut off 
all thine enemies out of ih ry fight ; as Saul, and others 
in the land of J/rael, and the Philiptines, and other 
enemies round about him, fo. that he had reft from 
them all: and have made thee a great name, like 
anto the name of the great men thatare in the earth; 
a name for a mighty king, warriour, ands con- 
queror, fuch as fome mighty kings and great men 
of the earth had obtained, and fuch Fomes being 
made king over all J/rae/ ; and his fuccefs againtt 
the ‘Yebufites had got hima name, as well as former 
vidtories he had been favoured with ; on account of 
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- Chivii.y Y.O—-15. 
Tous of building an houfe for God, God 
build up an houie for him ; which would be 
that though he did not think fit to 
F him in the building of his houfe, yey, 
he was not caft out of his favour, nor was it to be ° 
fo interpreted by himfelf or others. 
¥.42. And when thy days be fulfilled, &e.| The 
days of his life, which were appointed by the Lord 
for him to live, and whenshe had_ filled up the 
common term of man’s life, as he exacily did; for 
he lived juft 70 years, fee ch. v. 4. Pf xe. 10. 
and thou foalt fleep with chy faibers; die and be 
buried ; for this is a phrafe expreflive of death, 
and the grave the common portion of men: J will — 
fet up thy feed after thee, tons to fucceed.in the 
kingdom, as they did for the fpace of 500 years; 
though here it refpeéts one particular feed or fon, 
even Solomon, as appears by what follows: which 
feall proceed out of thy bowels; be begotten by him, 
and born unto him, and has regard to a future fon 
of his not yet born; not db/alom nor Adonijab, nor 
any of the reft born in Hedyox were to fucceed him 
in the kingdom, but one as yetunborn: and Iwill 
efablifo his kingdom; fo that -he fhall have a long 
and happy reign, as Solomon had. 

“y. 13. He Joall build an houfe for my name, . &c, 1 
For the honour of it, for the worfhip and fervice of 
God, as it is well known Solomon did; and fo his 
antitype the Mefiah, Zech. vi. 12, 13. and I will 
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all which his name and fame had been {pread abroad | flabiifh the throne of bis kingdom for ever, that is, 


in the world, and he was teckoned as one of the 
eras princes in it.. , 

! 210. (Moreover, I will appoint a place for my 
toe rac, &c.] “The land of Canaan ; this the 
Lord had of old appointed to them, and had intro- 
ducedsthem into and fettled them i in it, but not en- 
tirely and alone; in many places the Canaanites had 
inhabited ; but now they. fhould be expelled, and 
the Yraclites fhould have the place to themfelves : 
and will plant them; {0 that they thall take root 
and flourifh, and continue: that they : dwell in 
a place of their own 3 ; and not as hoe dwelt in 
Egypt, in a land that was not theirs; or under them- 
felves *, under their own rulers and governors : and 
move no more, as they did in the times of the Judges, 
when finning againft God, they were often delivered 
into their enemies hands, and carried captives : 
neither foall the children of wickedne/s afi ihem any 
more, as beforetime; when in Egypt, and in the 
_ time of the Fudges; all which is fuppofed, provided 
they did not depart from the Lord, but abode by 
his word, worfhip, and ordinances, and obeyed his 
will; for it was by their obedience’they held their 
tenure of the land of Canaan, fee If, i..19. or all 
this may refpeét future times, when they fhall be 
converted,to the Meffiah, and return to their own 
Jand, and ever continue in it, and never more be 
haraffed and ciftrgiig, Fer. BERN, Ate Ezek. 
XXXVil. 25. 

y. 11. 4nd as fince the time that I commanded 
judges to be over my people Irael, 8c.) Before the. 
time the judges were raifed they were greatly af- 
ficted by one nation or another around them,. and 
beeween judge and judge, but now they fhould be 
x10 more fo; here the parenthefis fhould end: and 
have caufed fie to reft from all thine enemies ;) this 
belongs to David perfonally, and intends the fame 

‘asin he 1. allo the Lord telleth thee, that he will 
make thee an houfe ; not only build up his family, 
and make that numerous, but eltablifh the 1oufe 
of his kingdom, as the Yargum, that wh as he 
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for a long time. Solomon's reign was 40 years, 
and the kingdom of Fudab continued in his potte- 
rity until the Babylonifh captivity, and a_ prince 
that deicended from him was the ruler of the peo- 
ple when, they returned: this has its fulfilment 
more eminently in Chriff, who was:of his feed, to 
whom God has given the throne of his father David, 
and who jhall reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever, 
Luke i. 32, 33. igi 
y. 14. 1 will be bis father, and he fhall be my, fon, 
&cc.] That is, I will be as kind unto him, and 
careful of him as a father of a fon; or he fhall be, 
and appear to be my fon, by adopting grace, as no 
doubt S¢/omon was, notwithftanding all his failings. 
This is applied to Chri, the antitypical Solomon, 
who was, in an higher fenfe, the fon of God, even 
by natural and eternal generation; fee Heb. i. 5 
if be commit iniquity; which cannot be fuppofed of 
Chrift ; for though he was made fin by imputation, ~ 
he neither knew nor did any, but may be fuppofed 
of his fpiritual offspring, whom he reprefented as 
an head and furety, as of Solomon, who committed 
many fins andtranfgreffions: J will chaften bim with 
the rod of men, and with the ftripes of the children of - 
mens either with men themfelves, as Hadad the 
Edomite, Rezon the fon of Eliadabh, and feroboam 
the fon of Nebat, by all whom he was afflicted and 
diftreffed, after he fell i into idolatry, 2 Kiags xi. or 
with fach rods and ftripes as men correét their chil- 
dren with, not to deftroy them, but to chaftife 
them for their good ; and {o the phrafes denote hu- 
mane, kind, gentle, moderate corrections given in 
love, and which anfwer. fome good purpofes, 
¥. 15. But my mercy fall not depart away 
him, &c.} Which» is not to be underftood 
cial mercy and grace, though it is true— 
with refpect to Solomon, and fo to all the < i 
children of God, fee P/: Ixxxix. 32, 33. b si ; 
this here defigns “fach mercy as may be taken away 
from another, and as it was from Saul, as 4 
et) 10k i it from Saul, awhom I put awa 
a sam 
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ore thee; and therefore muft be underftood of his si 


and to be at peace and reft from them, and efta- . 


mercy and kindnefs, in giving him a kingdom, 


and fetting him on the throne; this fhould not be 


taken away from him, as it was from Saul; whom 
God rejected from being king; not him perfonally, 
but his pofterity ; but fo the Lord would not do, 
nor did he, to Solomon, in whofe pofterity the king- 
dom of Fudab continued to the Babylonifh captivity. 


y. 16. And thine boufe, and thy kingdom fhall be 


eftablifbed for ever before thee, 8cc.| That is, both 
his family and his government fhould be perpetu- 
‘ated, or he fhould always have one of his family to 
fit upon his throne; the accomplifhment of which, 
in the beginning of it, he faw with his eyes in his 
fon Solomon, and with an eye of faith in his greater 
fon the Meffiah, in whom only thefe words will have 
their compleat fulfilment; and fo /barbinel fays 
this vifion or prophecy is explained by fome of the 
days of the Mefiab; and this houfe and kingdom, 
in x Chron. xvii. 14, are called by the Lord my 
houfe, and my kingdom : thy throne fhail be eftaolifbed 
for ever; which is a repetition of the fame in other 
words for the confirmation of it. 

¥.17. According to all thefe words, and according 
to wll this vifion, &c.| » All the words of this pro- 
phecy, juft as they were delivered to Nathan, were 
exactly exprefled by him ; he did not vary from 
them in the leaft, but with the greateft faithfulnefs 
related them: -/o did Nathan {peak unto David; 
though in the part which related to the hiftory of 
the houfe of God, it was contrary to the advice 
which he had given; but he was not afhamed to 
retract his fenie, when he was made acquainted 
with the mind of God. 

yy. 18. Then went king David in, &c.| Into the 
tabernacle where the ark was, which he had pre- 
pared for it, ch. vi. 17. and fat before the Lord, 
before the ark, the fymbol of his prefence, and 
prayed, and gave thanks, as follows; from whence 
it appears, that a fitting pofture was fometimes 
ufed in prayer, of which we have other inftances, 
Exod. xvii. 11, 12. 1 Kings xix. 4. It is faid % 
that Pythagoras, and alfo Numa, ordered that wor- 
thippers fhould fit. So that this act of devotion is 
not to be limited to any particular pofture, though 
it feems moft agreeable either to ftand or kneel ; 
and the ‘ews look upon this to be a peculiar cafe, 
and infer from hence, that none were allowed to fit 
in the court but the kings of the houfe of Fudab*; and 
fome of them * will not allow that to them, fince the 
Seraphim above are even faid to ftand, J/ vi. 26 and 
fuppofe the meaning of this to be only that David 
fupported himfelf in the court; and fome render 
the words, he remained beforethe Lord”, he conti- 
nued in meditation, prayer, and thankfgiving, and 
fuch like a€ts of devotion for a confiderable time ; 
fo the Targum, in 1 Chron. xvii. 16. * King Da- 
vid came and continued in prayer before the Lord :” 
and be faid, Who am I,'O Lerd.God? a creature, 
a finful creature, a mean and unworthy one, unde- 


blifhed in his kingdom ; and which he fignifies the 
Lord alone had brought him to, through many 
difficulties and tribulations, and which he could 
never have attained unto by his own wifdom and 
power, nor by the affiftance of his friends; it was 
all the Lord’s doing, and wondrous in his eyes. 

¥. 19. And this was yet a fmall thing in thy fight, 
O Lord God, &c.] ‘This of raifing him to the 
throne, and fettling him on it, was but a fmall 
thing in comparifon of what he promifed to do for 
him and his: but thou baft fpoken alfo of thy fervants 
houfe for a great while to come; fince.he had not 
only fpoken of a fon that fhould fucceed him in the 
kingdom, but that he would make him an houfe, 
and eftablifh his kingdom; yea, that the throne of 
his kingdom fhould be eftablifhed for ever, that a 
race of kings fhould fpring from him, and efpe- 
cially the king Meffiah, ot, whofe kingdom there 
would be noends and fo the Targum, ** thou haft 
fpoken of the houfe of thy fervant unto the world 
to come,” a phrafe often ufed by the Zews for the 
times of the Mefiah , fee Heb. ii. 5. and fo Abar- 
binel thinks this clauie has refpect to Meffiah the 
fon of David: and is this the manner of man, O 
Lord God? , to beftow their favours on their infe- 
riors, perfons of no worth and merit, and in a pro- 
fufe manner? it is not: and yet to one fo much 
below thee, and fo undeferving, haft thou moft 
largely and liberally given fuch great and unmerited 
mereies: or is it the manner, or cuftomary to deal 
thus with men mean and abject, though it may 
with great perfonages that make a great figure in 
the world? it isnot: and yet Iam regarded by thee 
as if I was one of the greateft monarchs on earth : 
this fenfe agrees with the parallel text in 1 Chron. 
xvii. 17. aud haft regarded me according to the eftate 
of a man of high degree 3 or, this is the law or doc- 
trine of the man who is the Lord God‘. This 
doétrine contained in the promife now made refpects 
the feed of the woman, the promifed Shilob, the 
illuftrious man, Fehovab’s fellow, the incarnate 
God, the Mefiah, who is Febovab our righteoul- 
nefs, the true God and eternal life. 

y. 20. And what can David fay more unto thee; 
&c.] Ina way of felf-abafement, or in thankfulnefs 
for fuch wonderful favours, or in prayer for more and 
other mercies ; he wants words, asif he fhould fay, to 
exprefs his fenfe of his own nothingnefs and anwor- 
thinefs, and to praife the Lord for all his benefits ; and 
fo large are the grants and promifes made, that there 
is no room for him to afk for more: for thou, Lord 
God, knoweft thy fervants; what a fenfe he has of 
his own meannefs and vilenefs, what gratitude his 
heart is filled with, and what his wants and neceffi- © 
ties are, which God only can fupply, and does 
abundantly, even more than he is able to afk or 
think. The Zargumis, ** and thou haft performed 
the petition of thy fervant, O Lord God.” 

y. 21., For thy words fake, 8&c.] For the fake 


ferving, of a place in the houfe of God, and of|of the promife he had made to him by Samuel; 


accefs unto him, and to receive any favour from 
him, lefs than the leaft of all faints, lefs than 
the leaft of all mercies: gud what is my houfe; or 


that he fhould be king, and his kingdom fhould 
be eftablifhed ; or for the fake of the Meffiah, that 
fhould fpring from him ; the Memra as the Targum, 


family of which he was, the family of Fefe; for|the effential Word of God; and fo the Septuagint 
though it fprung from a prince in J/rae/, yet was but|verfion, becaufe of thy fervant, with which agrees 
low and mean, in comparifon of fome others,,and|the parallel text in 1 Chron, xvii. 19. and according 
efpecially unworthy of the regard of the great God: ' to thine own heart ; of his own fovereign good will 
that thou baft brought me hitherto? to fach gran-'and pleafure, of his own grace, as the Arabic ver- 
‘deur and dignity, as to be king over all J/rae/ and|fion, and not according to the merits and deferts of 

_ Fudab, nd have all his enemies fubdued under him,|David: haft thou done all thefe great things; in 
7 ae eres ’ . 4 | making 


2 T. Bab. Yoma, fol: 69. 2. Maimon, & Bartenor. in 
» 37) et manfit, Vatablus, © So Luther 
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| making him king of J/rael, and fettling the king- 


dom in his pofterity to the times of the Mefiab, 
who fhould {pring from him: 40 make thy fervant 
know them; as he now did by Nathan the prophet, 
what he and his fhould enjoy for time to come ; fo 
that it is not only a blefling to have favours de- 
ficned, purpofed, and promifed, but to have the 
knowledge of them, to know the things that are 
freely given of God. 

y. 22. Wherefore thou art great, O Lord God, 
&c.] In his name, nature, perfons, and perfec- 
tions, purpofes, promifes, and works: for there is 
none like thee, for his effence and attributes, for 
his greatnefs and goodnefs, for what he is in him- 
felf, for what he is to his people, and has done for 
them: zeither is there any God befide thee ; there is 
but one God, the living and true God, the former 
and maker of all things;. all others are but fictitious 
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Ifrael to be a peoplé unto thee for’ ever, &c.] » So} 


long as they were obedient to him, and obferved — 
his laws and ftatutes, and abode by his worfhip and 


ordinances, otherwife he would write a Lo-ammi on 
them, as he has’: and thou, Lord, art become their 
God; their covenant-God, they having avouched 
him to be their God, and he having avouched them 
to be his people, Deut. xxvi,17, 18. 

¥. 25. And now; O Lord God, &c.]~ From 
confeffions of unworthinefs, and of the goodnefs of 
God, anda recital of favours conferred on him and 
the people of J/rael, David proceeds to petitions > 
the word that thou baft {poken concerning thy fervant, 
and concerning bis bhoufe, eftabhjh it for ever; he 
prays for the fure performance of the promife of 
God refpeéting himfelf and his family, and the fta- 
bility and perpetual continuance of the kingdom in 
it, and has, no doubt, a fpecial regard to the Me/- 


and factitious Gods, fee 1 Sam, ii. 2. according to|/iab, the promifed feed that fhould {pring from him : 


all that we have beard with our ears; concerning 
what he did in the land of Egypt upon the Egyp- 
tians, and in the wildernefs, in favour of the J/rae- 
lites, and in the land of Canaan, by driving out 
the inhabitants before the people of J/rae/, and in the 
times of the judges, in raifing them up to deliver 
his people. 

¥. 23 And what one nation in the earth is like thy 
people, even like Ijrael, &c.| For the knowledge 
and worthip of the true God among them, for laws 
and ordinances given them, and for bleflings of 
goodnefs beftowed upon them: whom God went to 


’ redeem for a people to bimfelf, the words are plural, 


' fhew forth his power and might, as well as his, 


whom the Gods went to redeem; the Targum is, 
“© they that were fent from the Lord,” meaning 
Mojes and Aaron, of whom Farchi interprets them, 
of the firft of which it is faid, £ have. made thee a 
God unto Pharaoh, Exod. vii. 1. but Kimchi and 
R. Jaiah underftand it of the true God, only fup- 
pole, as the former, that the plural expreffion is 
ufed for the fake of honour and glory ; whereas, no 
doubt, refpeét is had to the three divine perfons in 
the Trinity, who were all concerned in the redemp- 
tion of J/rael, fee Da. lxiii. 9, 10, 11, 12. where 
mention is made of thé Lord, and of the angel of 
his prefence, and of his Holy Spirit as engaged there- 
in: and to make him a name ; either to get himfelf 
a name, and honour and glory in the world, to 


mercy and goodnefs, or to make his people famous, 
great and glorious in the earth: and to do for you 
great things, and terrible; as he did in the Jand of 
Ham, at the Red Sea, and in ‘the wildernefs, and 
in the Jand of Canaan, great things for his people, 
and terrible cues to their enemies: for thy land, 
which is either fpoken to God, whofe was the land 
of J/rael, and which he had chofen to dwell in, 
and had given to his people; or elfe to J/rae/, to 
whom the grant of this land was made, and who 
were put into the poffeffion of it: before thy people 
which thou redeemedft to thee from Egypt; that is, 


the great and terrible things were done in their fight, 


when they were redeemed from the bondage o 
Egypt, fee Pf. Ixxviii. 12. from the nations, and 
their.gods ? meaning, that they were redeemed not 
onty from Egypt, but the nations of the Canaanites 
were driven out before them ; nor could their idols 
fave them, but deftruction came upon them as upon 
the gods of the Egyptians » fome leave out the fup- 
plement from, and interpret this of the perfons re- 
deemed, even of the nations and tribes of J/rael, 
and their great men, their rulers and. civil magi- 
ftrates, fometimes called gods. : 


¥. 24. For thou baft confirmed to thyfelf thy people 


and do as thou haft faid, for though Gedhad pur- 
pofed and promifed to do thole feveral things, and 
would do them, yet it was expected by him, and it 
was right in David-to pray for the performance of 
them; fee Ezek. xxxvi. 37. ny 
+. 26. And let thy name be magnified for ever, 
&c.] David defired the performance of the above 
things not fo much for his own fake, and for the 
fake of his family, as for the glory of God; his 
great concern was, that God might be magnified, 
and his greatnefs difplayed, in making him and his 
family great; and particularly, that he might be 
magnified and glorified in that famous fon of his, 
the Meffiah, as he has been, John xiii. 31, 32. and 
by all his people in fucceeding ages: faving, The 
Lord of bofts is the God over Jfrael; the Lord of 
armies above and below, is God over all, and in a- 
fpecial and peculiar manner God over J/razl, literal 
and {piritual, that takes care of them, fupplies, 
protects, and defends them: and let the boufe of thy 
fervant David be eftablifhed before thee; as he had 
promifed, x 16. ‘ : 
_¥. 27. For thou, O Lord of bofts, God of Ifrael, 
&c.] As he is called in the preceding verfe: haf 
revealed to thy fervant; which he otherwife could 
not have known : faying, I will build thee an houfe ; 
fee y. 11. therefore hath thy fervant found in his heart 
lo pray this prayer unto thee; found his heart dif- 
poled to this fervice, or found freedom and bold- 
nefs in him to put up this prayer to God; what 
encouraged and emboldened him to do it was the. 
gracious promife of God, that he would build up 
his family, and eftablifh his kingdom; or otherwife 
he could not have taken fuch liberty, and ufed fuch’ 
boldnefs with God in prayer, as to have requefted 
it of him. arse 
¥. 28. And now, O Lord God, thou art that God, 
&c.] Who is the Lord of hofts, and the God of 
Tfrael, that has promifed and is able to perform, 
and is faithful to his promife: and thy words be 
true; are truly, punctually, and faithfully per- 
formed, never fail: and thou haft promifed this 
goodne/s unto thy Jervant, concerning building and 
eftablifhing his houfe. David repeats this promife 


of the performance of it. 
¥. 29. Now therefore let it. pleafe thee to b, 
houfe of thy fervant, &c.| Not according 
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performance of the promife, which may ¢ 
couragement that the whole will be fulfill 
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merits of him or his family, but according to the — 
fovereign will and pleafure of God; the Targumis, 
begin and ble/s let the promifed bleflings begin to 
defcend, that there may be fome appearance of the 
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eae may continue for ever before thee ; under his ¢are{a fure accomplifhment ! and with thy bleffing let the 
and protection: for thou, O Lord God, bajt fpoken|houfe of thy fervant be bleffed for ever; everi both 


it; whofe words never fall to the ground, burhave|with temporal and fpiritual bleflednets. 
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over them, particularly the Philiftines, Moabites, 
Syrians, and Edomites, and of the fpoils he took 
from them, and .of the prefents made to him by 
others, ¥. r—14. and of his righteous adminiftra- 
tion of government, and of the principal officers in 
his court and camp, ¥. 15—18. 


¥. 1. And after this it came to pafs, &c.] After 
David had reft from his enemies for a time, and 
after the converfation he had had with Nathan about 
building the houfe of God, and after the mefiage 
fent to him from the Lord by that prophet, forbid- 
ding him to build, and David’s prayer to the Lord 
upon it, the following events happened ; and which 
are recorded to fhew that David’s reft from his ene- 
mies did not laft long, and that he had other work 
to do than to build the houfe of God: that David 
Jmote the Philiftines, and fubdued them; thefe had 
been long and implacable enemies of J/rae/ ; Samfon 
began to weaken them in his days ; a war was 
waged between them and J/rae/ in the times of Sa- 
muel and Saul, and the battle fometimes went on 
one fide and fometimes on the other; but now Da- 
vid made.an entire.conquelt of them : before they 
had ufed to come into the land of J/rael, and there 
fight with J/rae/, but now David entered into their 
land, and took it from them: aud David took Me- 
theg-ammab out of the bands of the Philiftines; the 
name of a province in Palefine, and from the pa: 
rallel place in 1 Chron, xviii. 1. it appears to be 
Gath, and its adjacent towns; but why that was 
called the bridle of Ammabh, or the bridle of a cubit, 
as it may be rendered, is not eafy tofay. The con- 
jecture of Kimchi is, that there was a pool or river 
of water, fo Ammab is thought to fignify ; and 
Aquila renders it a water-courfe, which paffed 
through the city, having been brought from with- 
out it into it, the communication of which from 
place to place it may be David cut ,off, by ftop- 
ping or turning its ftream; but interpreters more 
generally fuppofe that Gath was built upon an hill 
called Ammah, fee 2 Sam. ii.:24. thought to be the 
fame with the 4mgaris of Pliny‘, though that is 
fometimes read Angaris, a mountain he places in 
Palefiine ; and that it was called Mesbeg, a bridle, 


HIS chapter gives a relation of the wars of|as an enemy to Saul, and Saul to him; but things 
David with his enemies, and his victories|having taken a different turn, his and his people’s 


enmity againft David and his people appeared ; 
wherefore he went and fought them, and made 
them his fubjeéts, whereby was fulfilled. the pro- 
phecy of Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 17. as it referred 
to David: and meafured them with a line, either 
their country and fields, to diftribute among his 
people, .or rather the foldiers he took prifoners ; 
which, as Procopius Gazeus fays, were fo nume- 
rous that they could not be told, and therefore they 
were ordered to lie proftrate on the ground, and 
they were meafured with a line, as it follows: ca/ff- 
ing them down to the ground; or ordering them to 
lie down ; though fome underftand this of cafting 
down their cities, towers, and ftrong-holds, and 
evelling them with the ground: even with two 
lines meafured be; with one, fo it may be fupplied, 
as the Vulgate Latin, to put to death, and with one 
full line, to keep alive: that is, in meafuring them 
with his lines, he divided them into two parts, one 
he put todeath, and the other, the full line, which 
contained the moft, he faved alive ; though it feems 
according to our verfion, and fo moft underftand 
it, that David flew two thirds, and faved one, and 
fo Fofepbus *. This muft be underftood of the army 
of the Moabites that fell into his hands, fo Fo/epbus, 
who perfifted and refufed to fubmit, not of all the 
inhabitants of the larid. , The Jews. fay 4; that the 
reafon of this fevere treatment of them, was becaufe 
they flew the father, and mother, and brethren of 
David, whom he left to the caré and cuftody of 
the king of Moab, when he fied from Saul, fee 
i Sam. xxii. 3. fince after that they are heard no 
more of; though it fhould rather be imputed to 
their enmity .againft the people of J/rael. ~The 
phrafe of meting out the valley of Succoth feems to be 
an allufion to this fact, P/ 1x. 6. the pfalm being 
written on occafion of the victories here related : 
and fo the Moabites became David's fervants; the 
inhabitants ofthe land who were left in it, perhaps. 
that part of the foldiers preferved alive were 
brought home captives: and Jreught gifts; payed 
a yearly tribute to king David, as they afterwards 
did to Solomon and to Reboboam, until the revolt of 
the ten tribes, and then they paid it unto the kings 
of J/rael, to the times of bab, fee 2 Kings iti. 


becaufe being a frontier city, and being very ftrong/4, 5. though thefe gifts may be diftinct from, and 
and powerful, erected into a kingdom, it was a/befides the tribute paid, which is fuppofed in their 
curb and bridle upon the Jraelites ; but now David|being fervants, fee 2 Chrow, xviis 11, Thus the 
taking it out’ of their hands, opened his way-for| Arabians * carried gifts to the king of Perfia befides 
the more eafy fubduing the reft of their country : | tribute. 
or the word may be rendered Metheg and her mother,|. y¥. 3. 4nd David alfo Jmote Hadadezer the fon of 
ie. Gath, the metropolis, fince that and her daugh-|Rebod, king of Zobab, &c.] . Called fometimes 
ters, or towns, are faid tobe taken, 1 Chron. xviii.| Aram-Zobabh, ahd was a part of Syria, as its name 
1. and Metheg might be one of them. thews. Benjamin of Tudela * takes it to be the fame 
y. 2. And be fmote Moab, &c.| He next went|with Haleb. or Aleppo, Fofephus' calls it Sophene ; 
againft that, and invaded it, the people of it being)but that is placed by Ptolemy * beyond the Eu- 
always troublefome and diftreffing to the children of |phrates ; whereas this country muft be between that 
Vrael,; andthough.the king of it had fhewn fome|river and the land of J/rac/, and was contiguous to 


' favour to David, yet it was when he confidered him Jit, and near Damajfcus ; and it was fo near the pe 
; re) 


4 Nat. Hift. 1. By €- 13. ¢ Antig.1.7.¢.§. §.1. | | £ Bemidbar Rabba, 1. 14. fol. 212. I» 2 Herodot, 


Thalia, five, 1. 3. c. 97. —} einerar. p. 59. f Ut fupra, k Géogiaph, 1. 5. cs 13. 
Vou. I, N* 18) ant 6C 
ie ' . 
y: 1 ; ‘ i s 
Fone Valea. 


558 IW. SAMUEL. Chiviii¥ 4g. 


of Ifracl, aiid being conquered by David, that’ it‘and he feems to be the firft king of Dam afeus, which ; 
became a controverfy with the ‘ews, whether it he joined to the kingdom of Zodab, and all the 
was not to be reckoned part of it, and in feveral kings of Dama/cus afterwards were called by the 
things they allow it to be equal to it '. Rehob was fame name 5 though Fofepbus ®, who alfo {peaks of 
the firft king of this part of Syria, and then his fon | Adad being king ot Damafcus and of the Syrians, yet 
the fecond and laft; he is called Hadarezer in|makes him different from this Hadadezer, to whofe 
1 Chron. xviii. 3. the letters D and R being fre-|affiftance he fays he came : David Slew of the Syrians 
guently changed in the Hebrew tongue: him Da-|22,000 men; that is, of the Syrians of Damajcus, 
vid fought with, and overcame, as be went to re- ¥. 6. Then David put garrifens in Syria of Damaf- 
cover bis border at the river Euphrates; which fome|cus, 8cc.] Which was Cele-Syria, and lay between 
underftand of Hadadezer, fo Farchi and Kimchi,|\Libanus and Antilibanus, the chief city of which 
who attempted to recover part of his dominions |was Damajcus ; which Curtius * calls Damajfcus of 
that had been taken by fome one or another from |Syria, being the head of it, Jf vii. 8, in the prin- 
him, which lay upon the river Euphrates; or he cipal places of which he put garrifons of foldiers to 
endeavoured to enlarge his dominions, and carry}keep the country in fubjection to him; or he put 
them as far as the river, and eftablifh the borders}commanders or governors, as the Targum, in the 
of them; aid whilft he wasdoing this, or attempt-|chief cities, and fo Ben Gerfom and R. I/aiab inter- 
ing it, David fell upon him, and routed him ; or|pret it: and the Syrians became fervants to David, 
rather this refers to David, who confidering that|and brought gifts; or paid him tribute by way of 
the antient border of the land of J/rael, as given to|homage,. acknowledging themfelves his  fubjeéts : 
Abraham, reached to the river Euphrates, Gen. xv.\and the Lord preferved David whitherfoever be went ; 
18. he fet out on an expedition to recover this bor-|he covered his head in the day of battle, and faved 
der, and whereas the country of this king lay in his|him from the hurtful fword. 03d 
way, he invaded that; upon which Hadadezer rofe| y. 7. And David took the fhields of gold that were 
up againft him, and was conquered by him, andjos the fervants of Hadadexer, 8c.) ‘That were 
by this means the border was recovered to the king-}found with them, which they had in‘ their hands ;' 
dom of J/rael, and reached fo far, as is plain it did|thefe muft be fuppofed to be with the principal 
in. Solomon’s time, 1 Kings iv. 21—24. officers of his army; or golden chains, as Aguila, 
y. 4. And David took from him 1000 chariots, lor golden bracelets on their arms, as the Septuagint ; 
and 700 horfemen, &c.] Chariots are not in the|the Syriac verfion is quivers of gold, fach as they 
‘text here, it is only 1700 horfemen ; but it is fup-|p¥t arrows into, and, fo Farchi and R. Ifeiab ~un- 
plied from 1 Chron, xviii. 4. where the word is ex-|derftand it of fuch, and referto Fer. li. a1: and fo 
prefly mentioned, and there the horfemen are faid|Fofepbus"; and brought them to Jerufalem; where 
to be 7000, as in the Septuagint verfion here, and |they were laid up, and converted to the ufe of the 
in Fofepbus™; which may be reconciled by obferv- fanctuary Solomon built; fee Cant. iv. 4. 
ing with Kimchi and Abarbinel, that here the chief} ¥. 8. And from Betab, and from Berothai, cities 
officers are meant, there all the chariots and horfemen |of Hadadezer, &c.} ‘Which, in 1 Chron. xviii. 8. 
that were under their command are mentioned, which |are called Tibhath and Chun, they having different 
together made up that large number; or elfe here is jnames ; or their names might be changed upon this: 
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meant the ranks and companies of horfe David took, 
‘which were 700 ; and thefe having ten in a, compa- 
ny or rank, made 7000; and there the complement 
of foldiers in thofe companies and ranks are intended: 
aud 20,000 footmen ; the fame as in 1 Chron, xviii. 
4. and fo in Fofephus": and David boughed all the 
chariot-horfes; or ham-ftringed them, as’ Fofbua 
was ordered to do with refpect to the Canaanites, 
Fofe. xi. 6. he did not kill them, which might 
feem cruel and’ unmerciful to the brute-creatures, 
but ham-ftringed them, that they might be ufelefs 
for war; and the reafon of it was, that horfes 
might not be multiplied in J/rae/ for that purpofe, 
that fo their truft and confidence might not be 


conqueft of them, and the one might be the names 
they went by with the Syriens, and the other the 
Tfraelites called them by ; the latter is the fame with 
Serothab in Ezek. xlvii. 16. and the Barathena of 


Ptolemy *, placed by him near Me/opotamia; in the 


Arabic verfion of 1 Chron. xviii. they are called - 
Emefa and Baalbec, the former was a city of Cale- 


Syria, the latter was at the foot of mount Lebanon ; 


fee the note on 4mos i. 5. king David took exceedin 

much brafs; whereby he was furnifhed and able to 
give the large quantity he did for the fervice of the 
temple, 1 Chron. xxix. 7. The Septuagint verfion 
adds here what is expreffed in 1 Chron. xviii. 8, 
‘* wherewith Solomon made the brazen fea, ahd the 


placed in them; fee Deut. xvii. 16. but referved of|pillars, and the lavers, and all the vefiels.?. pe 
¥. 9. When Toi king of Hamath, &c.] Which ~ 


them for an hundred chariots ; for his own ufe, not 
for war, but for grandeur ; which accounts in fome 
meafure for the number of chariots and horfes So- 


was another fmall kingdom in Syria, perhaps lately 
erected to defend themfelves againft Hadodadi 


lomon had, 1 Kings iv. 26. 2 Chron. i. 14, thejand this the firft king of it, at leaft the firft we 


numberof horfes referved is fuppofed to be 400, 


hear of ; his name is You.in 1 Chrom. xviii. fr 


four horfes being ufed in a chariot, which Farchi|where in the Targum he is called king of Mutiorb.: 


gathers from 2 Chron. i. 17. 


Hamath lay to the north of the land of Canaan; fee 


¥. 5. And when the Syrians of Damafcus came to| Numb. xxxiv. 8. and>the note there:vitis faid‘to 


Succour Hadadezer king of Zobab, &c.] Thefejbe three days journey from Tripoli, and that it 
feem to have had no king at this time, or, if they |ftands in the mid-way to leppo, on a very goodly $ 
had, Hadadezer was their king, which is not im-|plain, replenifhed with corn and cotton-wool, bur 
probable; and Nicholas of Damajfcus ° an heathen|much ruinated, and falls more and more to decay = 
writer, is clear for it, whom he calls 4dad, who, |at this day (fays my author, who travelled in thofe 
he fays, reigned over Dama/cus, and the other Syria|parts in the beginning of the laft century) there ig —— 
without Phenicia, who made war with David king |fearce one half of the wall ftanding, which hath 
of Fudea, and was routed by him at Euphrates :|been very fair and ftrong. The king of this place 


} 'T. Bab. Gittin, fol. 8. 1. 2. Mifn. Demai, ¢. 6. §, 11. & Maimon. & Bartenora in ib. 
» Ut fupra, © Apud Jofeph. ib. §./2. P Ibid. 1 Hilt. 1.3. ¢ 8. 
* Geograph. lL. 5. €. 19. * Cartwright’s Preacher’s Travels, p. 6. i i 
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; . - 
heard that David bad {mitten all the hoft of Hadade- 
gers the news of which foon reached him, he be- 
ing in the neighbourhood. . 

¥. 10, Then Tot fent foram bis fon unto king Da- 

vid, &c.) Who is called Hadoram in 1 Chron. xviii 
10. though the Syriac and Arabic verfions read 
Yoram there : to falute bim; to enquire of his 
welfare after his fatigue in the battles he had had 
with the Moabites and Syrians, and to wifh him all 
happinels and profperity for the future : and to blefs 
him, to congratulate him on his victory, and to 
wifh him fuccefs in all after wars he might be en- 
gaged in; and particularly to give: him thanks for 
delivering him from fo great an enemy as Hada- 
dezer had been to him, as alfo to bring a prefent to 
him, which is fometimes called a bleffing ; fee 
Gen. xxxiii. 11. becaufe he bad fought againft Hada- 
dezer, and {mitten him; that is, David had, which 
had endeared him to Toi : for Hadadezer bad wars 
with Toi; was an enemy of his, fought to take 
his kingdom from him, and had had many battles 
with him; and though he could not conquer him, 
he fadly harrafied him, being too mighty for him: 
and Joram brought with him. veffels of filver, and 
veffels of gold, and veffels of brafs, as a prefent to 
David, in. gratitude for his deliverance from his 
enemy by him, and as a token of his homage and 
fubjection to him; at leaft as a fion that he put 
himfelf under his protection, and defired to be his 
friend and ajly.. The word Yoram, though not in 
the Hebrew text, iswightly fupplied; for none elfe 
ean be fuppofed to bring the prefent. 
_ y. 11. Which alfo king David did dedicate unto 
the Lord, &c.|. He devoted it to facred ufes, par- 
ticularly to the building of the houfe of the Lord, 
ashe alfo had the gold and the brafs he took from 
Hadadexer : together with the filver and the gold 
he had. dedicated of all nations which be fubdued ; 
who. are after particularly mentioned ; he didnot 
convert the fpoils he took to his own ufe, but ob- 
ferved the law God gave tothe kings of Jrael, 
thatthey fhould not greatly multiply to themfelves 
filver and gold, Deut. xvii. 17. He fet it apart, 
aad laid it up for the fervice of the fanctuary ; and 
this accounts for the abundance of gold, filver, and 
brafs, which David had amafied together, and left 
to his fon Solomon to build the temple with ; fee 
1 Chron. xxviii. and xxix. 

y. 12. Of Syria, &c.) Of Syria,of Damafeus, 
as diftin& from Syria~Zobah, Hadadezer was king 
of, after-mentioned; this is omitted in 1 Chron. 
xviii, rr. and of Moab; who brought him gifts 
and prefents, and were tributaries tohim, y.2. 
and of the children-of Ammon ; who very probably 
joined the Moadites, and were conquered and {poil- 
ed at the fame time: and of the Philiftines ;. when 
Meiheg-Ammab was taken from them, yur. and 
of Amalek , tor though we have no account of any 
war of his with that people,  fince he was king, 
yet he doubtlefs had, and had been victorious and 
{poiled them ; fee Pf. Ixxxiii. 7...and of the fpoil of 
Hadadexer, fon of Rebob, king of Zobab; fee y. 
35 45 5, 6. Thefe conquefts of David are con- 
firmed by the teftimony of Eupolemus, an heathen 
writer, who fays that he overcame the Syrians by 
Euphrates, and the_Affyrians in Galadene, (or Gi- 
lead) and the Phenicians , that he fought againtt, 
the Idumeans, (or Edomites), the Ammonites, Maab- 
ites, Itureans, Nabatheans, and Nabdaans, alfo 
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jagaintt Syron king of Tyre and Phenicia ; all whom 
he obliged to pay tribute to the Fews*. 

¥.13. And David gat bim a name, &c.). Fame 
and reputation in the feveral nations of the world 
for valour and courage; for the many and fignal 
victories that he obtained; the Fewifh writers ge- 
nerally refer this to his humanity in burying the 
dead bodies of his enemies flain in war, which 
gained him great efteem among all, and even his 
very enemies ; but nothing of that kind is pointed 
at here, but his conquetts: or be made bimfelf a 
name, erected a triumphal arch ° in memory of his 
victories: when he returned from fmiting of the Sy- 
rians im the valley of falt ; being 18000 men 3; in 
the relation of this fa& in diferent places fome 
difficulties arife, both as to the people finirten, and 
their numbers, and by whom ; in this place they 
are faid to be Syrians, but in 1 Chron. xviii. 12. 
and inthe title of Pf Ix. which was compofed on 
account of thefe victories, they are called Edom- 
ites, and faid to be of Edom; which may be re- 
conciled by obferving, that the Syrians and Edom- 
ites were confederates in this war ; and that where- 
as the latter were auxiliaries to the former, the - 
whole body. of the-army might be called Syrians, 
of which 2720060 were flain that were properly Sy- 
rians, and 18000 Edomites, in all 40,000; which 
was a very great flaughter: or the fenfeis, that 
when he had fimitten the 22,000 Syrians, and was 
upon the return, he met with a body of Edomites, 
who came to the affiftance of the Syriaus, and he 
flew 18,000 of them ; and the Jews fay, as Farchi 
obferves, there were two battles ; and if fo, this 
would remove all the difficulties ftarted ; as for the 
numbers flain, here 18000, and Pf. lx. 12000, itis 
reconciled by obferving, that 4di/bai firft began 
the attack upon. the Edomites, and flew 6000 of 
them ; and then Yoad fell upon them, and flew 
r2000 more, in all r8000: in 1 Chrog. xviii. 12 
this flaughter is afcribed to Abifbai, becaufe he be~ 
gan it, even the whole number; and in Pf Ix. to 
Foab, the 1200 flain by him, who feconded Abifbai 3 
and the wholeis here attributed to David, becaufe 
he was king, under whom Abijbai and Foab ferved 
as generals : and no lefs difficult is it to afcertain 
the place where this laughter was made, called 
the valley of falt ; it feems by our text, that it was 
in Syria, but in other places as if it was in Edom ; 
fee 2 Kings xiv. 7. 2 Chron, xxv.11. but in Edom 
itfelf is no fuch valley to be found, though there is 
in Syria; one. traveller “ tells us, that in the way 
from Aleppo to the banks of Euphrates are many 
villages, among which is oné of note called Tedith; 
famous for a fynod held here by the Fews, in the 
year from the creation 3498, of which Ezra was 
the fcribe ;, when were placed the books of the old 
teftament in the order in which they now are ; and 
near this town, he fays, is the valley of falt, me- 
morable for the victory here recorded : others fay“ 
about three or four hours journey from Aleppo is the 
valley of falt, near which is a falt fpring, whofe 
waters running over the place leave, when dried 
by the fun, \a great quantity of excellent falt; this 
falt is a together in the Gaddoul, or falt- 


houfe ; but. by others * we are informed, that near 
about an hour’s diftance from the city of Tadmor 
(fee 1 Kings ix. 18. 2 Chron. viii. 3, 4.) is to be 
feen a large valley of falt, affording great quan- 
tities thereof ; and it is thought that this is more 

probably 


 Apnud Eufeb. prepar. Evangel. 1.9. ¢. 30. p. 447 " ty So Hieron. Trad. Heb. in 2 Reg. fol. 78. Dy 
e Cartwright’: cen Travels, . ea 4 Egmont and Heyman’s Travels, vol. 2. -p. 347. . * See Low- 
thorp’s Philofophical ‘Tranfagtions abridged, vol. LI. p. 504. 


4 


‘ 


~~ = : oe oS 
| | a ee 


Yao i, SAMUEL. Chix ig—t8 


. Jy the valley of falt mentioned here, than an-|was only orie high-prieft at a tire ; indeed there 
me napern about four hours from Aleppo, and|was a fagan, or deputy-prieft, on occafion ; a id 
has fometimes paft forit ; and which the above ac- fo Abarbinel fays, that Zadok was the high-prieft _ 
counts thew: but a modern writer‘, in his ac-|and Abimelech his fecond or deputy 5 but the truth 
count of Palmyra, the fame with Zadmor, {peaks of the cafe was this, Adiathar was high 
of a great plain, all covered with falt, from only, and continued fo until the time of So 
whence the whole country round is fupplied. This]when he was thruft out of; his office, and Zadok 
plain is about a league from Palmyra, and extends put into it ; and Abimelech his fon and Zadok were 
itfelf towards the eaitern part of Idumea, (or Edom) the principal priefts under him, the one of the — 
the capital city of which was Bozra ; and indeed|family of Jthamar, the other of Lieazar ; fo the 
this valley being both in Syria, and reaching to the| Zargum on 1 Chron. xviil. 16, calls them Sagas, 
borders of Edom, bids fair to be the valley here}or deputies of the high-priefthood. Zadok is men=_ 
{poken of. | ; tioned firft, though Abimelech was the fon of the 
v.14. And he put garrifons in Edom, &c.] To prefent high-prieft, becaufe he was in great favour 
keep the inhabitants in fubjection to him ; as their] with David, as afterwards with Solomon, in whofe 
forts and ftrong-holds came into his hands, he|days the high-priefthood was tranflated to him; the 
placed companies of foldiers in them for the faid family of £4 being now upon the decline, and 
purpofe ; or governors, as the Targzm, men of|near being removed from the high-priefthood, as 
his own nation, into whofe hands he put their prin-}was foretold by Samuel it fhould ; and Seraiah was 
cipal cities, who governed them for him, and un- the [cribe ; or fecretary of ftate ; in 1 Chron. xviii. 16. 
derhim. ‘archi interprets it of officers appointed heis called Shay/ba , he feemsto have had two names, 
to collect the tribute he exacted of them: shrough-|_ ¥. 18. And Benaiab the fon of Feboiada was over 
out all Edom put he garrifons ; which is obferved to both the Cherethites and Pelet bites, &c.] Thefe ac- . 
fhew, that the whole country was brought into, cording to Sofephus » were the king’s body-guards, 
fubjection to him: and all they of Edom became,and this man is exprefsly faid to be fet over his 
David's fervants ; and hereby were fulfilled the| guards, ch. xxiit, 23. and which  fome think were 
oracle delivered to Rebekah, and the prophetic}Of the nation of the Pbilifiines, famous for ar- 
bleffing of J/aac, Gen. xxv. 23. and xxvit. 29, 40. chery, and. flinging of ftones:; and fo the Targum 
and the Lord preferved David whitherJoever be went ,\tenders it, ** was appointed over the archers and 
fee the note on y. 6. flingers ;” fo Choriti in Virgil! ave quivers for ar- 
y.15. And David reigned over all I/rael, &c.]\tows ; the great ufe of which in fighting Da- 
Not only over Yudab, but over all the tribes of J/-)vd had obferved, and therefore got a felet com= 
rael, and over the whole land of Canaan, as pro-|pany of thefe men, partly to teach J/rae/, and partly to © 
mifed to Abrabam, Gen. xv. 18. reaching to the ri-| guard himfelf; but others are of opinion, that. 
ver Euphrates, as Syria did, now conquered by| David would never fuffer fuch as were heathens to 
David: and David executed judgment and juftice|be fo near his perfon, and therefore take them to. 
unto all bis people ; when he returned from his wars,| be J/rae/ites ; and fo fome Jewifh writers fay they 
he heard and tried all caufes impartially, brought|were two families in J/rael; which is much better. 
before him, and gave fentence according to the law than to interpret them as others do of the Sambe- 
of God, and adminiftered righteous judgment|drim, and even of the Urim and Thummim, as in 
without any refpeét to perfons 3 all had juftice done|the Targum on 1 Chron. xviii. 17, fee the note on’ 
them that applied unto him, whether high or low,|Zepé. ii. 5. and it is moft probable, that they were: 
rich or poor; and indeed during his wars he was| //raelites, who were David's guards, and confifted 
not negligent of the civil government of his fub-|of the chiefs that were with him in Peilifia, and. 
jects, and the diftribution of juftice to them by|particularly at Zzk/ag, which lay on the fouth of the 
proper officers, in which he was a type of Chri/t ;| Cherethites, 1 Sam, xxx. 14. and fo had their name 
fee Jf. xis. cand Fer. sedil.-55. 6. {from thence, and among the chief of thofe thar 
y. 16. And Joab the fon of Zeruiah was over thejcame to him at Zik/ag, there was one named Pe- 
hoft, &c.| Which was not only dwing to-his rela-|/esb, from whence might come the Pelesbites, and 
tion to David, being his fifter’s fon, but to his}they were all of them archers; fee 1 Chron, xii. 25 
promife that whoever fmote the Febufites firft,|3. end Davia’s fons were chief rulers; princes, 
fhould be chief and captain ; that is, fhould have|princes of the blood; or chief about the king, as in’ 
the command of the army under him 5 this Yoad|1 Chron, xviii. 17. they were conftant: attendants: 
did, and fo was entitled to this office, and wasjat court, waiting on the king, ready at hand to do 
put into it, and continued in it, 1-Chron. xi. 6.|what he pleafed to order-; they were the chief mi- 
and Febopraphat the fon of Abilud was recorder , of \nifters, and had the management of the principal 
memorable events, who kept a diary of whatfo-|affairs at court. barbinel thinks thatthis refp 
ever remarkable happened, which were digefted in-|not only Davia’s fons, but Benaiah, and the family 
to a chronicle, hiftory, or annals ; fee E/d, vi. 1.jof the Cherethites and Pelethites; who had none of 
fo the Targum, he ‘* was appointed over the me-|them particular pofts: affigned them, which were 
morials ;” or book of memorials, as Kimchi inter-|fettled and known.as thofe before ‘mentioned had, 
prets it ; that is, to take care of it, and fee that}but were always near at hand, to do whatfoever the 
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every. thing worthy of notice was inferted in it ;}king commanded them; and which feems 
or was remembrancer® ; one that put the king injagree with the literal/order and conftr n 
mind, what was to be done every day, or in cer-|words ; which are, and Benaiah the fon of Feb 
tain cafes, and fo R. I/aiah explains it, thejand the Cherethites and Pelethites, and th 
king’s counfellor ; fome take him to be chancel-| David, were princes, or chief rulers ; | 
lor, as: Luther and others” . who according to Gufetius ™ brought .t 
¥.17. And Zadok: the fon of Abitub, and Abi-\or prefents to the king, and did tha 
melech the fon of Abiathar, were the priefts, &c.] |priefts did to the Lord. . 
Not high-priefts, as Fo/fepbus ' fuggetts, for there 
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* Halifax apud Ca’met’s Dictionary in the Word Salt, & ™5ti) commemorans, Montanus o 
rator, Syr. Ar. memorans, five reducens in memoriam, Vatablus. 4 Vid, Beckium in Targ. 1 Chron. xviii, 15g, 
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AP. IX. 


ati chapter relates David’s enquiry after.the|the houfe of Saul; that is, femaining of living : that 


pofterity of Saul, whether any were living, 


and where they were, wy. 1—4. and being inform- 


I may foew the kindne/s of God unio him, great kind- 
nefs, fome large favour or ‘benefit; for the word 


ed of one, he fent for him, and kindly received|God added to things, as to trees, mountains, &e. 
him, ¥. 5—8. and reftored to him the land of his|ferves to fet forth the excellency of them; and this. 


fathers, and appointed a perfon to till it for him, 
and bring him the fruits of it, and maintained 
him at his own table, ¥. g—13. 


¥.1. And David faid, &c.} To fome of his 
courtiers : is there yet any that is left of the houfe of 


Saul? which queftion was put by him, not in or- 
der to deftroy them, left they fhould difturb his 
government, as was ufual with other princes, and 
efpecially fuch who got their crowns by ufurpa- 
tion; but to prevent any fufpicion of that kind in 
the perfons he enquired of, he adds, that I may 
JSeew him kindnefs for Fonathan’s fake? not tor Sauls 
fake, who had been his implacable enemy, though 
he had fworn to him that he would not cut off his 
feed; but for Sonathan’s fake, his dear friend, 
whofe memoty was precious tohim. Some of the 
Fewi/h writers havethought, becaufe this follows up- 
on the. account ‘given of the officers of David, 
both in his camp and court, that this queftion was 
occafioned by a thought that came into his mind, 
while he was appointing officers, that if there were 
any of Saul’s family, and efpecially any defcen- 
dent of Fonathan, that was fit for any poft or of- 
fice, he would put him into one; but this feems 
to be a long time after David had fettled men in his 
chief offices ; for Mepbibofheth, after an enquiry 
found out, was but five years of age when his 
father was flain, and fo but 12 when David was 
made king over all J/rael, and yet now he was 
married, and had a young fon, ¥. 12. fo that it 
was a long time after David was eftablifhed in the 
kingdom that he thought of this; which is to be 
imputed to his being engaged fo much in war, and 
having fuch a multiplicity of bufinefs on his 
hands. 

y¥.2. And there was of the boufe of Saul a fer- 
vant whofe name was Ziba, &c.] Or there was a 
fervant that belonged to Sau/’s family ; not that any 
of Saul’s family was a fervant; and this fervant 
the Fews commonly fay was a Canaanitifh fervant, 
and who upon the death of his mafter was not 
made free, but became the inheritance and poffef- 
fion of his children after him, Lev. xxv. 46. tho’ 


kindnefs is in imitation of God, or fuch as he had 
fworn in the prefence-of God to thew ; and that is 
exprefled in the fame language, « Sam. xx. 14. 
and Ziba faid unto the king, Fonathan bath yet a 
on; a fon fill living: which is /ame on bis feet; 
on both his feet, as the Targum; the occafion of 
which is recorded in ch. iv. 4. fee the note there. 

¥.4. And the king faid unto bim, where is he ? 
&c.] In what part of the land, city, or town, 
does he dwell? and Ziba faid unio the king, bebold, 
he is in the houfe of Machir, the fon of Ammiel ; 
a defcendent of Machir, the fon of Manaffeh, to 
whom the land of Gilead was given, which lay on 
the other fide Fordan : in Lodebar , a place in that 
country, perhaps the fame with Lidbir in Fof, 
xiii. 26. Here it may be his mother’s relations 
lived, and here he might dwell in obfcurity, and 
lie hid from the knowledge of David ; who it 
might be feared by his friends, would have dif- 
patched him, had he known where he was, Some 
take it to be an appellative, and render it, as 4bar- 
binel obferves, without any thing; as if he was fo 
poor that he had not any thing to fupport himfelf 
with. No mention as yet is made of his name, 
perhaps becaufe the hiftorian had given it before, 
ch. iv. 4. 
_ ¥. 5. Then king David fent, &c.] Meffengers ; 
it may be Ziba, none being more proper than he 
that knew him, and where he was: and fetched him 
out of tke houfe of Machir, the fon of Ammiel, 
from Lodebar ; they demanded him in the king’s 
name, and being delivered to them, they brought 
him from thence to Ferufalem. 

¥. 6. Now when Mephibofheth, the fon of fona- 
than, the fon of Saul, 8&c.| For that was his name, 
though fometimes called Merib-baal, 1 Chron. viii. 
34. and this’ was his relation to Jonathan and Saul, 
che fon of the one, and grandfon of the other : 
was come unto David ; to his court and palace in 
Jerufalem, being thither brought ; for he could 
not go of himfelf, being lame : he fell on his face, 
and did reverence; to him as a king, in a civil 
way, and in the beft manner he could, confidering 
that he was lame on his feet : and David faid, Me- 


Fofephus ™{ays he was made free by Saul: and|phibofbeth! is it he? having learnt what his name 


when they had called him unto David , who it feems 
was now at court, or in Jerufalem, on fome ac- 
count or another ; or was in David’s fervice, in 
fome inferior poft or another; however having 
been a quondam fervant of Saul, it was thought he 
could give the beft intelligence fof his family, and 
whether any were living, and therefore was fent for; 
and when he was come into the king’s prefence, 
the king faid unto him, art thou Ziba ? forhe had 
been told before by fome of his courtiers what 
his name was : and be faid, thy fervant is he; or 
my name is Zida, and I am at thy command. 


was, this he expreffed with great vehemency and 
affection, as glad that he had found one of Fona- 
than’s pofterity : and be anfwered, bebold thy fer- 
vant ; he an{fwered to his name, ae ce his 
fubjection to David, and was ready to take the 
oath of allegiance to him, and give him homage, 
and ferve him in what way he could, 

¥.7. And David faid unto him, fear not, &c.J 
He might obferve a dejection in his countenance, 
a trembling in his limbs, and might difcover figns 
of fear left David fhould cut him off, becaufe he 


jwas of the feed royal: for Iwill furely fhew thee 


¥. 3. And the king faid, is there not yet any of kindnefs for Fonathan thy father’s fake ; whom he 


loved 
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loved as his own foul, and to whom he had {worn | guifhed from him, and oppofed to him in the nes 
that he would not cut of his kindnefs from his |claufe; and who would ftand in no need of ft 
houfe for ever, and now remembring his oath was|from any other quarter, being a gueft at the king’s 
determined to obferve it: and will réftore thee alt table continually ; or elfe Mephibofbeth, who ( 
the land of Saul thy father ; his grand-father, fuch 
fornetimes Keing called fathers ; which David had 
taken to him, as crown-lands, or in the right of 
his wife; or as being confifcated by J/bbofbeth’s 
rebellion : and thou fhalt eat bread at my table con- 
tinually ; he gave him an apartment inthe court, 


and fervants, and in which Ziba’s family and fer- 
vants would havea’ thare: but Mepbibofheth 
mafter’s fon foall eat always at my table, wherefore 
the land was to be tilled not for him perfonally, 
but for his family, and for what ufes he fhould 
a place at his table, admitted him to be a gueft}think fit to put the produce of it to: now Ziba bad 
with him as long as he fhould live; which was a}is5 /ous, and 20 jfervants ; who were enough to 
very great favour and high honour, and fhewed|cultivate a confiderable quantity of land. | had 
what an unfhaken. friendfhip he had for his fa-| y.11. Then faid Ziba unto the king, according to 
ther, and would maintain with:him. This was jal/ the king hath commanded his fervant, fo fall thy 
the kindnefs of God he meant to fhew to him. /ervané’ do, &c.}] Till the land, and bring the. 
¥.8. And he bowed himfelf, &c.] In token. of|fruits of it to Mephibofheth, for the fupport of his 
gratitude, and as a fign of humility, and of the/family; he promifed very fair, had he been as 
fenfe he had of his unworthinefs to enjoy fuch ajfaithful to his trutt: as for Mephibofbeth, faid the 
favour: and Jaid, what is thy fervant that thou|king, be fhall eat at my table, as one of the king’s 
Joouldft look on fuch a dead dog as lam? one fo' fons ; which is repeated, for the confirmation of it, 
mean, and bafe, and worthlefs ; which he might) and to fhew that he fhould be treated with equal re- 
fay with refpect to the infirmities of his body, the] fpect, and fare as the king’s fons themfelves did ; 
rejection of his family by the Lord, their attain-;though the claule aid the king is not in the origi- 
der of ,high treafon for rebellion againft David, jnal text, and the words are thought by Abarbinel 
and the low circumftances he was brought into and,and others to be the words of Ziéa continued; who 
now under; though one of the royal family, the promifed to do what the king had ordered, though 
fon of a prince, and grandfon of a king ; fuch was |Mephibofbeth had eaten at his table, as one of the 


his humility, and the fenfe he’ had of his-being 
undeferving of any favour from the king, and 
fays this with admiration and aftonifhment. 

¥.-9. Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s fer- 
vant, &c.| Who had been his fervant: aad faid 
unto him, 1 have given unto thy mafter’s fon, mean- 
ing either as fome the fon of Mephibofheth, Micha 
after mentioned ; or rather Mepbibofbeth himfelf, 
the. erandfon of Saul, whofe fervant Ziba had 
been : all that pertained to Saul, and to all bis houfe 
all his ‘paternal eftate, or what he had acquired, 
or in any wife belonged to him and his family ; 
which David had in pofleffion, and which he readi- 
ly and chearfully delivered up te Mephibofbeth, ha- 
ving fo great a regard to the memory of his fa~ 
ther. 

y. 10. Thou therefore, thy fons, and thy fervants, 
&c.}] Which were many, and whofe numbers are 
after given : fhall till the land for him ; manure it, 
plough it, fow it, and reap it: and thou fbalt 
bring in the fruits ; the corn and oil, and wine, 
the land produces,: that thy mafter’s fon may have 
food to eat, meaning either Micha, the fon of Me- 
phibofeeth, fine Mephibofbeth feems to be diftin- 


king’s fons, and needed not any thing, and needed 


not to eat at the king’s table; and if it was his | 


pleafure, he would maintain him out of this eftate 
like the fon of a king ; but the phrafe my table 
feems to be too arrogant for Zida to fay, and ra-’ 
ther fits the mouth of David the king. ers 

¥.12. And Mephibofbeth had a young fon, whofe 
name was Micha, &c.] What his age was is not 
faid ; from him {prung a progeny of feveral gene- 
rations, 1 Chron, vill. 34—40. and all that dwelt. 
in the boufe of Ziba were servants to Mephibofbeth 5 
his fons and his fervants. by 

¥. 13. So Mephibofheth dwelt in Ferufalem, &c. | 
Either in fome apartments in the king’s palace, or 
in fome houfe in the city provided for him ; for he 
returned not to Ledebar, nor to any manfion-houfe 
upon the eftate of Saul reftored unto him: for be 
did eat continually at the king’s table; to which he 
was invited, and he accepted of: and was lame on 
both bis feet ; or though he was", yet this was no 
objection to David, he admitted him notwith- 
ftanding his infirmity ; nor any ob{truction to Me- 
phibofheth, who found ways and means to be car- 
ried to the king’s table daily, 
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is Noa chapter gives an account of the ill treat-jto meet. them, 


and got an entire conqueft over 


ment of David’s meffengers to the king of|them, and made them fervants to him, Wet 5—I9. 


Ammon, who were fent to condole the death of his 


o 


father, and were bafely ufed by him, which David] y. 1. And it, came to pafs after this, 8c.] After 
refented, ¥. 1—5. which the Ammonites perceiving|the wars with the Moabites, Syrians and Edomites, 
prepared for war, and got the Syrians to be con-|being friendly with the children of Ammon, David 


federates with them; of which David being inform-'fent an embafly to their king, after related ; by 


ed, fent Joab and -Abifbai into their country, ¥. 6, which it appears what jis faid concerning the fpoils 
7, 8. who divided ;the army between them, and of the children of Ammon, ch, viii. 12. is_by anti- 
attacked the Ammonites. and Syrians with great cou- cipation; for thefe fpoils were not taken until 
. rage, and routed them. both, and returned to eru- following war with them, the océafion of 4 ‘Hy 


en! 


falem; ¥. 9—14. after which the Syrians gathered here told : that the king of the children of Aininon 


together again to fight with David, who went out died; whofe name was Naba/p, as is clear from 


I ana at the 


"= Ni quamvis effet, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; fo Patrick, . 
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the next verfe, and probably might be the fame 
that came againft Fabefb-gilead, from whom Saul 
delivered the inhabitants of that place, 1 Sam. xi.1. 
and Hanun his fon reigned in his ftead, who being 
- his fon, was heir to his crown, and fucceeded him 
in his kingdom. . 

¥.2. Then faid David, I will fhew kindnefs to 
Hanun the fon of Nabafh, &c.] Send him a friendly 
compliment of condolence on the death of his fa- 
ther: as bis father Jhewed kindnefs unto me ; when 
David was perfecuted by Saul, he fent him fuc- 
cours, and invited him into his country for pro- 
tection it may be, and fome way or other fhewed 
refpeét unto him ; though not out of real love and 
friendfhip to David, but in enmity to Saul, who 
had defeated him at fabe/b-gilead, and had often 
wars with him: the ews fay °, the particular 
kindnefs was, that when David left his father, mo- 
ther and brethren with ‘the king of Moad, he flew 
all but one, who fled to the king of the children of 
Ammon, and was by him faved alive: and David 
fent to comfort him by the hand of bis fervants; for 
bis father ; for the death of his father ; to condole 
the lofs of him, which was the cuftom of kings 
in friendfhip and alliance in former times, and ftill 
continues: and David's fervants came into the land 
of the children of Ammon, even to Rabbah, the 
metropolis of the nation, and the royal city, where 
the king kept his court. 

y. 3. And the princes of the children of Ammon 
faid to Hanun their lord, &c.) His nobles and 
prime minifters, the courtiers that were about him: 
thinkeft thou that David doth bonour thy father, that 
he hath fent cémforters unto thee? could he ima- 
gine that, David was fincere, and that he really 
meant to do honour to the memory of his father, 
and comfort him under the-lofs of him, by fend- 
ing his embafladors to him on fuch an errand ? 
there was no reafon, they thought, to believe this, 
fince an J/raelite was forbidden to feek their peace and 
profperity, or afk of it, nor might an Ammonite enter 
into their congregation unto the tenth generation, 
Deut. xxiii. 3, 6. and indeed fome have thought 
that David did not do a right thing in fending this 
embaffy, and was jultly requited 5 but it is certain 
he acted according to the laws of friendfhip, and 
was cordial and fincere in what he did, though 
thefe courtiers of Haun put an ill conftruétion on 
his conduct, their minds being filled with, enmity 
againft the I/raelites : bath not David rather fent 
bis fervants unto.thee, to fearch the city, and to {py 
it out, and to overthrow. it? to reconnoitre the 
place, to obferve, as they walked about in it, which 
were the weakeft and moft defencelefs parts of it, 
and what avenues there were to it, and which were 
moft accefiible, that they might the better know 
how to attack it, and deftroy it; thefe -furmifes 
and fufpicions they endeavoured to» fill the: king’s 
head with, to fet him againft them, . and treat 
them ill. 

y. 4. Wherefore. Hanun took David's. fervants, 
&c.]. His embafladors :* and fhaved off-one balf 
of their beards, that is, he ordered them .to_ be 
fhaved off; than which a greater indignity could 
not have been well done to them and to David, 
whom they reprefented, fince the J/raelites fhaved 
not their beards, and were very-careful of prefetv- 
ing them ; for had it been the cuftom to fhave, 
they might have fhaved off the other half, and 
thea they would not have appeared fo ridiculous ; 
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and with other people it has been reckoned a very 
great punifhment as well could be inflicted, and 
as great an affront as could well be offered, to mar 
a man’s beard, or fhave it off in whole or in part?. 
The Lacedemonians, as Plutarch % relates, when any 
fled from battle, ufed, by way of reproach, to 
fhave off part of their beards, ‘and let the other 
part grow long ; and with the Indians, as bifhop 
Patrick obferves from an ancient writer, the king 
ufed to order the greateft offenders to be fhaven, 
as the heavieft punifhment he could inflict upon 
them ; but what comes neareft to the cafe here, is 
what the fame learned commentator guotes from 
Tavernier, who in his Indian travels tells us, that 
the Sopbi of Perfia caufed an embaffador of Aureng- 
zeb to have his beard fhaved off, telling him he 
was not worthy to wear a beard, and thereupon 
commanded it fhould be fthaved off; which affront 
offered him in the perfon of his émbaffador, was 
moft highly refented by dureng-zeb, as this was by 
David: and cut off their garments in the middle, 
even to their buttocks ; and as they wore long gar- 
ments in thofe countries, without any breeches or 
drawers under them, thofe parts by thefe means 
were expofed to view, which modefty requires 
fhould be concealed"; fo that they muft be put 
to the utmoft fhame and confufion: and fent them 
away, in this ridiculous manner, fcoffing and jeer- 
ing at them no doubt; that fince they came with 
compliments of condolence, it was proper they 
fhould appear in the habit of mourners, with their 
beards fhaved; and their garments fent; cutting 
of garments, and ftanding in them from morning 
to night, was a punifhment of foldiers with the 
Romans, when they offended *. 

¥. 5. When they told it unto David, &c.] Not 
the embafladors, for they were not- yet arrived, 
but fome of their fervants, perhaps, they fent before 
them to acquaint David of the ufage they had met 
with: be fent to meet them; he fent men to meet 
them with proper garments to put on, and to affure 
them how much he refented the indignity done to 
them and him, and would avenge it in due and 
proper time, and to direét them where to go for the 
prefent, as follows: decaufe the menwere greatly 
afoamed , to proceed on their journey, and come to 
court in ‘the condition they were: and the king 
faid, gave orders by the meffengers he fent to 
them: tarry at ‘Fericho until your beards be grown, 
or bud‘, and then return; that is, to Ferufalem ; 
Jericho, though not yet built, might have fome 
cottages at or near the fpot on which it had ftood, 
for the :convenience of fhepherds, and gatherers 
of fruit, in the plains of it; here the embaffadors 
were, directed to go, it being the firft place they 
came to when they-had paffed over ‘ordan, 
from the country: of Ammon; and being a place 
where there were farce any inhabitants, or very 
few, was very proper for them in their prefent cir- 
cumftances ; and this confirms what is before ob- 
ferved, that it was now ‘the cuftom of the J/rael- 
ites not to fhave their whole beards or otherwife 
it was but fhaving off the other half, and being 
now provided with other clothes, they would have 
had no need to have ftayed at Yericho, but might 
have proceeded on in their journey. 

¥. 6: And when the children of Ammon faw that 
they flank before David, &c.| Or had made them- 
felves odious to him, as it is rendered in 1 Chron. 
xix. 6. were. abominable to him, that he was.in- 
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cenfed againft them; and efitaged at them; and fet, woitld fooner give way, as he might fuppofe,’ 
was determined to be avenged on them for thej/upon which the /mmonites would do the fame. me : 
affront given, of which they had certain infor-| ¥. 10. dad the reft of the people be delivered into’ 
mation: but inftead of feecking to appeafe him, |the bands of Abifaai bis brother, &c | Whowasa 
and give him fatisfaétion for the affront, the chil-|commander under him, and a very valiant man 3; 
dren of Ammon fent, and bired the Syrians of beth- and thus, as his enemy had two armies, he di-- 
rebob ,; a place near Hamath, Numb. xiii. 21. there vided his into two parts, that he might the better 
was acity of this name in the tribe of Ahér, out attack; them: that be might put them i” array 
of which the Canaanites could not be driven, and}againj: the children of Ammon, draw them up in a 
perhaps now inhabited by Syrians; or by a people}line, place them rank and file to meet the ehildren 
fo called, Fofb. xix. 28. Fudg. i. 31. and the Sy-|of Ammon, and give thenr battle. . 
rians of Zoba, 20,000 footmen; that is, out off y. 11. Aid be faid, if the Syrians be too firong 
both places; this place Hadadezer was king of,|for me, &c.] Which he might perceive by Yoab's 
with whom David had fought before, and beat, forces giving way, or by fome fignal agreed on 
and who owed him a grudge on that account, and} between them : then then joalt beip me; detach a 
was ready to aflift the dmmonites again{t him, ch.|part of his army to his fupport and affiftance: dut 
Vili. 3, 4, 5. and of king Maacah 1000 mem, thai|éf the children of Ammon be too firong for thee, then 
is, of the king of Maacah, which was a place in|! wi// come and help thee, in the fame manner. 
the tribe of Manafeb, from whence theinhabitants}| y. 12. Be of good courage, and let us play the 
could not be expelled, 7a. xiii. 11, 13. and feems| mez, &c.} This Joab faid, not only to encourage © 
now to have been inhabited by Syrians, and there--| 4éi/bai and hinafelf, but in the hearing of the reit 
fore is called Syria-maachah, 1 Chron. xix. 6. and of the officers of the army, and of many of the 
of Ibteb 12,000 men; which is thought to be the|people, to hearten them to the battle ; who might 
fame with the land of Tod, whither Fephthab fled|be fomewhat intimidated. with the number of their 
and dwelt in it, when ill ufed by his brethren,Jenemies, and the pofition they were in, being be- 
Jude. xi. 3, 5. thefe mercenary foldiers were in all|fore and behind them ; and therefore he thought 
33,000 men; in 1 Chron. xix. 6, 7. it is faid, cha-|proper to make fuch a fpeech to them to animate’ 
riots and horfemen, even 32,000; thefe were|them to fight: far our people, and for the cities of 
hired with 1000 talents of filver. our God ; that the people of J/rae/ might not be 
¥. 7. And when David beard of it, &c.] Of carried captive, and their cities fpoiled and plun- 
the preparation made by the Ammonites to fight|dered ; and inftead of being cities where the peo- 
with him: be fent Joab and all the hoft of the\ple of God dwelt, and he was worfhipped, would, 
mighty men; he fent out Foad his general, and an|if taken, become the habitations of idolatrous hea- 
army under his command, confifting of men of|thens, and where temples would be erected to idols, 
ftrength, valour and courage; or all the hoft and|and the worfhip of them; thefe were the argu- 
the mighty men, as Kimchi and Ben Melech, the|ments he ufed to engage them to fight manfully 
famous. mighty men mentioned in ch. xxiii. 8. he|for their country, the liberties and religion of it : 
did not think it advifeable to wait for the Ammon-|and the Lord do that which feemeth him good; ta- 
ites, but carried the war into their own country,|citly fuggefting, that victory was of the Lord, and 
and inftead of fuffering them to invade his demi-jthat it became them to do their part in fighting 
nions, he invaded theirs. courageoufly, and leave the iffue to the Lord, on 
y.8. And the children of Ammon came out, S&c.]|whom alone fuccefs depended. ! 
Either out of Rabbah their metropolis, as Fofephus*;| ¥.13. And Foab drew nigh, and the people that 
or rather out of Medeba, as it feems from 1 Chron,|were with him, unto the. battle againft the Syrians, 
xix. 7. a city that lay on the borders of their coun-|&c.] Felh upon them, attacked them firft, began 
try, and was a frontier town, fee Numb. xxi. 30. |the battle with them; rightly judging, that if they, 
and put the battle in array, at the entering in of the|being hired foldiers, were clofely prefled, they would 
gate; of the city of Medeba; they were firft within 
the city, but upon the approach of Yoad and his 
army, they came out and drew up in a line of 
battle at the gate of it: and the Syrians of Zoba, 


who depended much upon them; and the fight, 
according to Fofepbus *, lated fome little time, 
who fays, that Foab killed many of them, and 
and of Rebob, and Ifptob, and Maacah were by them-\obliged the reft to turn their backs and flee, as 
felves in the field, at fome diftance from the city,|follows : and they fled before him; the Syriac and 
the Ammonites not chufing to truft mercenaries in| 4radic verfions in this verfe, and in all others in this 
it; and perhaps they placed thefe in ambuth in|chapter where the word Syrians is ufed, have Edom- 
the field, to get Foab between two fires, as we now|#tes, reading Edom inftead of Aram, the letters R 
exprefs it. and D in the Hebrew tongue being very fimilar. 
¥. 9. When Joab faw that the front of the battle, ¥.14- And when the children of Ammon faw that 
was againft him before and bebind, &c.| Or the\the Syrians were fled, &c.| In whom they put 
face of it”; armies appeared both. before and be-|great confidence: hem they fledalfo before Abifbai ; 
hind, about to attack him both in front and rear ;}without engaging at all with him, as it feems : 
the Targum is, “ and Foab faw that the warriors,|and entered into the city; out of which they came, 
or thofe that made war, were {trong againft him|either Rabbah or Medeba, for their fafety: /o Foab 
before and behind :” be chofe of all the ckoice men\returned from the children of Ammon; did not ftay 
of Ifrael , the moft eminent for ftrength, and va-|to lay fiege to their city, the feafon of the year 
Jour, and military fkill, who had been tried, and}not being proper for it, winter drawing near ; fee 
were famous for warlike exploits, the flower of the|ch. xi. 1. and came to Ferufalem; in triumph, to: 
army : and put them in array againft the Syrians ;\report to David the vittory he had obtained. . 
who might be the ftrongeft party, and the beft fol-| yt. 15. nd when the Syrians faw that they were 
diers ; though being but mercenaries, if hard be-|/initten before I/rael, 8ec.] Confidered it in their — 


minds, 
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give way, which would difcourage the Ammonites, . - 
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minds, and converfed with one another about it,|haps confident of victory, becabfe of their num- 
and: fearing what would be cohfequence of it: ¢hey|bers. . 

gathered themfelves together; not only the forces} ,y. 18. And the Syrians fled before Ifrael, &c. ] 
got together again, that fled before oad, but all] After an obftinate and bloody fight between them : 
the kings of Syréa united their forces together, as|and David flew the men of 700 charicts of the Sy- 
appears from y¥. 19. fuppofing that Dawid would|rians; the word men is rightly fupplied, for cha- 
avenge himfelf on them for affifting the Ammonites| riots could not be faid to be flain; but the men in 
againft him; and therefore judged it advifeable to}them; in 1 Chron. xix. 17. they are faid to be 7000, 
raife a large army, that they might be in a condi-jhere 760 ; which may be reconciled by obferving, 
tion to receive him. that here the chariots that held the men are num- 
- ¥. 16. And Hadarezer fent, &c.] The fame with} bered, thete the number of the men that were in the 
Hadadezer, ch. viii. 3. who was at the head of this|chariots given, and reckoning ten men in a chariot, 
confederacy, and to whom the reft of the kings of|700 chariots held juft 7000 men; though Kimchi 
Syria were fervants, ¥. 19. and brought out the\takes another way of reconciling the two places, 
Syrians that were beyond the river ; the river Phrat|by obferving that here only the choiceft chariots 


or Euphrates, as the Targum; fo the Arabic verfion 
and ‘fofepbus’, who fays, that he hired them: and 
they came to Helam., which, according to the fame 
writer, was king of the Syrians beyond Exiphrates ; 
but it feems to be the name of a place, where was 
the general rendezvous of the Syrian army. Ju- 
wins conjectures, that it is the fame with the //a- 
matha of Ptolemy”, which he places with the Tra- 
chonite Arabs near the Euphrates: and Shobach the 
captain of the: boft of Hadarezer went before them ; 
before the whole combined army, which, accord- 
ing to Fofephus*, confifted of 80,000 foot, and 
10,000 horfe: this general is called Shopbhach, 
i Chrom xix. 16. the letters B and P being of the 
fame pronunciation in the Hebrew tongue, as Kim- 
chi oblerves, though it is there read Shobach,-in 
the Syriac and Arabic verfions ; he was no doubt 
a very able, valiant and {kilful general, fince he 
is particularly mentioned by name, and whofe name 
was then famous; the Arabic verfion calls him a 
ipear-bearer of Hadarezer’s, 

¥. 17. And when it was told David, &c.] What 
preparations the Syrians were making to fight him, 
and where they were: be gathered all Ifrael toge- 
ther ; all the fighting men in the country ; and 
paffed over Fordan, and came to Helam, which, ac- 
cording to Bunting*, was 20 miles from Feru/a- 
lem. David feems to have gone hithfelf in per- 


are mentioned, there all of them, but the former 
way feems beft : ad 40,000 horfemen , in t Chron. 
xix. 17. it is 40,000 footmen, and fo Jofephus*; 
and the fame may be called both horfe and foot, 
becaufe though they might comie into the field of 
battle on horfeback, yet might difmount and fight 
on foot; and fo one biftotian calls them horfemen, 
and the other footmen ; or the whole number of 
the flain, horfe and foot mixed together, were 
40,000 : Kimchi makes ufe of another way of re- 
moving this difficulty, and which perhaps is the 
beft, that here only the horfe are numbered that 
were flain, and there the foot only, and both true ; 
an equal number of each being flain, in all 80,000, 
befides the 7000 in the chariots: and /mote Shobach 
the captain of their hoff, who died there; of his 
wounds upon the fpot. 

¥.19. And when all the kings that were fervants 
to Hadarezer, &c.] “That were fubject to him, 
and at his beck and command, at leaft were hired 
by him into his fervice: faw that they were fmit- 
ten before Irael ; could not ftand their ground 
againft them, being too powerful for them: shey 
made peace with Ifrael, and ferved them , became 
tributaries to them, whereby the promife of the 
land of Canaan, made to Abraham and his feed, 
as reaching to the river Euphrates, had its accom- 
plifhment, Genz. xv. 18. fo the Syrians feared to 


fon to this war: and the Syrians fet themfelves in'help the children of Ammon any more, who ftanding 
array again David, and fought with him; they|by themfelves, they were foon and eafily conquered 


formed themfelves in a line of battle, and at- 
tacked him firft, being eager to fight, and per- 


CHA 


T 


by Davia’s forces, as recorded in the following 
chapters. 


Pig oR 


HIS chapter begins with the deftru@tion of|as the Targum on 1 Chron. xx. 1. adds, the fame 
the Ammonites, and the fiege of Rabbah their| with 4ib, which was the firft month of the year, 


thief city, ¥. 1. and enlarges on the fins of David| Exod. xii. 2. and xiil. 4. a fit time to go! out to 
in committing adultery with Bath/heba, y. 2—-~5.|war; when, as the Fewi/o commentators obferve, 
in contriving to conceal his fin by fending for her|the rains were over, and there were grafs in the 
hufband home from the army, y¥. 6—13. in lay-|fields, and fruit on the trees, and corn ripe, and 
ing a fcheme for the death of him by the hand of|fo food for horfe and men. This’ month was cat- 
the Ammonites, ¥. 14—25. and in marrying Bath-|led Nifan, as fome think *, from t'D3 the mili- 
-foeba when he was dead, ¥. 26, 27. taty banners thén erected ; fo by the Romans it is 
vi . called Martius, and by us March, from Mars, the 
‘y. 1. And it came to pafs, that after the year|god of war; though fome ‘ take this to be the 
teas expired, &c.} Or at the end of the year, as| month 77/ri, anfwering to part of September, and 
che Targum, which concluded with the month Adar} part of Odober, when all the fruits of the earth 
‘or February, the {pring of the year: at the time|were gathered in, and fuppofed to be a fit time for 
‘gehen kings go forth to battle; in the month Ni/an,|wat, when the heat of the year was Site a 
a 

¥ Ue fupra, §. 3. > Travels, &c. p. 140, 141. 


= Geograph. I.-5. c. 1g. * Ut fupra. 


© Ut fupra. 4 Vid. Bochart, Hierozoic, par. 1. 1. 2, ¢. 50 col. 557. © Weemfe of the Judicial law, ¢. 28. 
p. 106. 
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that David fent Stoab and his fervants with him, and| perfons, when grace is not, in exercife 3) what need 
all Ifrael ; his whole army under Foad as general, |the faints ftand in of frefh fupplies of. grace, to 
* ina Chron. xx. 1.. it is the power of the army ; the\keep them from falling ; what caution is neceflary, 
whole body of it: and they deftroyed the children\to every one that ftands, left he fall; and that it _ 
of ‘Ammon; burnt their cities, and flew the inha-|becomes us to abftain from all appearance of fin, 
bitants of them, and laid their Jand wafte where-}and whatever leads unto it, and to watch and pray — 
ever they came : and befieged Rabbah; their chief |that we enter not into temptation, and fuch a re- 
city, called Rabathamana by Polybius‘, that is,|cord as this is an argument for the integrity of the — 
Rabbah of Ammon, and afterwards Philadelphia, \M{criptures, that they conceal not the faults of th . 
from Philadelphus, king of Egypt, as it was in thelgreateft favourites mentioned in them, as well as_ 
times of Jerom®: but David tarried fill at Feru-\it ferves to prevent defpair in truly penitent back- _ 
falem 5 which is obferved for the fake of the fol-|fliders: for jhe was purified from her uncleannefs > 
lowing hiftory; it would have been well for him ifjthis claufe is added in a parenthefis, partly to, 
he had gone forth with the army himfelf, then the|fhew the reafon of her wafhing herfelf, which, was, 
fin he fell into would have been prevented. not for health and pleafure, and to cool herfelf in 
y.2. And it came to pafs in an evening-tide, &c.]\a hot day, but. to purify herfelf from her men- 
Some time in the afternoon, when the fun beganjitruous pollution, according to the law in Lev. xv. 
to decline; not in the dufk-of the evening, for|1g. the term of her feparation being expired; and 
then the object he faw could not have been feen fo}partly to: give a reafon why fhe the more eafily 
diftin@tly by him: that David arofe from off bis\confented, and he was the more.eager to enjoy her 5 
bed having taken a nap in the heat of the day|and in this he finned, not that he did not lie with 
after dinner ; indulging himfelf more than he ufed}an unclean perfon but, then, as fome obferve, 
to do,,to floth and luxury, which prepared him, andjdid that which was much worfe; he committed 
led him on the more eagerly to the luft of unclean-jadultery ; alfo this may be added. to obferve, that 
nefs : and walked upon the roof the king’s boufe ; to|fhe was the more apt for conception, as Bem Ger- 
refrefh himielf after his fleep, it being the cool of|/om notes, and to account for the quicknefs of 
the day, and the roof of the houfe being flat andJit with which the philofopher ‘agrees: aud foe 
fic to walk upon, as the houfes of Fudea were ;|returned unto ber houfe; whether that evening, 
fee Deut. xxii. 8. and from the roof be faw a wo-\or next morning, or how long the ftayed, is not 
men wafring berfelf; in a bath in her garden, or|faid. sh come 
in an apartment in her houfe, the window being] y. 5. And the woman conceived, 8oc.] .Whereby 


upon ;-of a fine fhape and good complexion, and]grace, or worfe, would follow. upon it: and fent 
comely countenance; all which were incentives to|and told David, and faid, I am with child; this 
luft, at which his eye catcht, and his heart was}meffage fhe fent to David, that he might think of 
enfnared therewith. fome ways and means to prevent the feandal that 
y. 3. And David fent and enquired after the wo-| would fall both upon him and her, and the danger 
mai, 8c.) Who fhe was, what her name, and whe-|fhe was expofed unto ; fearing the outcries.of the . 
ther married or unmarried ; if the latter, very pro-| people againft her, in ating fo unfaithful a part 
bably his intention was to marry her, and he might,|to her-hufband, fo brave a man, who was now 
when he firft made the enquiry, defign to proceed| fighting for his king and country; and the rage 
no farther, or to any thing that was difhonour-jand jealoufy of her hufband when he fhould come 
able ; but it would have been better for him not}to the knowledge of it, and the death which by 
to have enquired at all, and endeavoured to ftifle|the law fhe was guilty of, even to be ftoned with — 
the motions raifed in him at the fight of her: and|ftones, fee Fobu viii. 5. ane ee 
one faid, is not this Bathlheba, the daughter of Eliam;\, y.6. And David fent to Joab, &c.| Who was 
who in 1 Chron. iil. 5. is called Bath/hua, and her|with the army befieging Rabbah, which, according 
father Ammie!, which is the fame with Eliam re-\to Bunting*, was 64 miles from Ferufalem: fay- 
verfed : the wife of Uriah the Hittite? who eitherling, fend me Uriah the Hittite ; the fcheme David 
was of that nation originally, and became a profe-jhad contrived in his mind, was to get Uriab home 
lyte; or had fojourned there for a while, ahd took|to his wife for a few days, that it might be thought 
the name; or had it given him, for fome exploit|the child fhe had conceived was his, whereby the fin 
he had performed againft that people, as Scipio Af-|of David, and her own, might be concealed: and 
vicanus, and others among the Romans ; this was|‘foab fent Uriah ta-David; not knowing his bufi- 


faid by one, that David enquired of, or heard him|nefs, and befides it was his duty to obey his com- 
afking about her, and was fufficient to have ftop- a >; 


mand. 
. . . % GR i bie 
ped him from proceeding any farther, when he} y.7. And when Uriah was come unto him, &c.} 
was informed fhe was another man’s wife: fome 


To David, to whom he came firft, before he went 
fay", fhe was the daughter of Abithopbel’s fon ;\to his own houfe, defirous of knowing what was the 
fee ch. xxiii. 34. fpecial bufinefs of the king with him: David de~ 

¥. 4. And David fent meffengers, &c.] To. in-|manded of him how Foab did, and how the people did, 
vite her to his palace : and took ber ; not by force,|and how the war profpered; he afked of the wel- 
but through perfuafion : and fhe came in unto him ;\fare of Foad the general, and of the common fol- 

into the apartment where he was: and be lay with|diers, and of the warriors, as the Targum, the _ 
ber ; fhe confenting to it, being prevailed upon,|mighty men that went along with Foab, ch. x. 7. 
_and drawn into it through the greatnefs and good-|and xi. 1. David feems to have been. at rie 
nefs of the man, which might make the fin appear| what to fay tohim. .Thefe queftions were fo >mean 
the leffer to her, This is recorded to fhew what] and trivial, that it might juftly give Urieh fome 
the beft of men are, when left to themfelves ; how|fufpicion, that it could never be on this account 


we 


we 


{trong and prevalent corrupt nature is in regenerate|that he was fent for; fince David could not wan a 
‘ 7 : x “a > ” x 
f Hift. 1. 5. p. gg. 8 De loc. Heb. fol. 94. C, »® Shalthalet Hakabala, fol.8.2.  Ariftot, . i 
Hitt. Animal, 1. 3. 6. 2¢ ® Travels, &c, p. 146. ; ee 
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intelligence of fuch things,’ expreffes’ being. daily 
fending him. 0 Je uo oe bisldo.a) sitters 
y¥. 8. And David faid to Uriah, go down to thy 
boufe, and wafh thy feet, Sec.) Vor his tefrefh 
ment, and to prepare for bed, which was what 
he wanted toiget him to: and:Uriah departed out 
of the king’s boufe ; in order ‘as it might feem to 
the king to go to his own: and there followed him 
a mefs of meat from the king; no doubt a delici- 
ous difh, to eat with’ his wife before he wert to 
bed, to excite him the more ‘to: defire the enjoy- 
ment of her. This mefs confifted, according: to 
Abarbinel, of bread, wine:and flefh ; and who alfo 
obferves, “after Ben Gerfom, that the word maybe 
interpreted’ of -a torch to light him home to ‘his 
houfe, it being night. © beeen 
¥. 9. ButUriah flept at the door-of the king’s:houfe, 
with all the fervants of bis lord, &c.] ‘The life 
guards, which were placedithere to watch the pa- 
lace in the night-feafon ; Uriab firt fell into’a cont 
verfation with thefe, as‘is “highly probable, ‘to 
whom he was well known, and who might en- 
quire of one and another of their friends in the 
army; and he being weary, Jaid himfelf down 
among them, and flept: and went not down to 
bis boufe; whether the trifling queftions David 
afked him, or the information the guards might 
give him of his wife being fent for to court, made 
him fufpect fomething, and fo had no inclination 
to go to his own houie; or however fo it ‘was-or- 
dered by the providence of God, which directed 
him to act in this manner, that the fin of David 
and Bathjbeba they ftudied to'hide, might be dif- 
covered. sas - bent to the contrary, through the over-ruling pro- 
» ¥.10, And when they bad told David, &c.] The] vidence of God, to which it muft be afcribed. 
next morning, either thofe that'went with the mefs|- y.12. And-David faid to Uriah, tarry bere to- 
of meat, or the guards with whom he flept all} day alfo, &c.] In his court, when he found he 
night : faying, Uriah went not down to bis boufes\could not perfuade him to go to his own houfe : 
as the king had ordered him’; which thofe-perfons| avd to-morrow I will let thee depart; after he had 
being acquainted with, informed him of it, as|tried one’ method more with him : /o Uriah abode 
an act of difobedience to him: David faid unto\in Ferufalem, that day and the morrow ; not in his 
Uriah ; having fent for him upon the above in-| own houfe, but the king’s palace. ' 
formation : cameft thou not from thy journey ? and| © y. 13. dud when David had called him, &c.] 
which was a long one, of above 64 miles, as be-| Invited him to fup with him: be did eat and drink 
fore obferved, and therefore might well be weary,| Jefore him very freely and plentifully: and he 
and want refrefhment and reft, and his own houfe| made him drunk, this was another fin of Davia’s, 
was the moft proper place for it; for which reafon| done in order to make him forget his oath and 
David fuggefts he had fent him thither, and did] vow, ‘and that being inflamed with wine, defires 
not require nor need his fervice among his guards:} might be excited in him to go home and lie with 
why then didft thou not go down unto thine houfe?\ his wife; but even this {cheme did not fucceed :: 
which was the fitteft place for him in fueh cir-| gud at even. be went out to lie on his bed with the 
cumitances. fervants of bis lord; in the guard-room, where he 
¥. 11. And Uriah faid unto David, 8c.] As an|had lain before: but went not down to his houfe ; 
apology for his conduct : the ark, avd Dfrael, and\for he was not fo drunk but he remembered his. 
Fudab abide in tents; meaning not the people of| oath, and kept his refolution not to go down to 
djrael and Fudab in the land of Canaan; for they | his own houfe ; the Lord no doubt working upon his 
did not now dwell in tents, though indeed the ark| mind, and difinclining him to it. ; 
of the Lord did, ch. vii. 2. which fome think is] v.14, dnd it came to pafs in the morning, &c.] 
here referred to; but the armies of I/rael and ‘fudabh\ When David was informed that Uriab did not go 
befieging Rabbah, with whom iit feems the ark} to his own houfe, but flept with his fervants, fatan - 
was, which fometimes was carried with theny when put it into his head and heart to take the follow- 
they wént out to war, 1 Sam. iv. 4. and xiv. 18.}ing wicked and cruel method: that David wrote 
though darbinel thinks this was not the ark in} a letter to Joab, and fent it. by the hand of Uriah; 
which were the two tables of ftone, and therefore} to have him. cut off by the fword of the enemy. 
is not called the ark of the covenant, but an arkjIf Uriah fufpected David’s criminal converfation 
which was made to put the ephod, and Urim and|with his wife, he was fo true and trufty a fervant 
Thummim in, that they might upon occafion en-|to him, that he would not open his letter to Feat, 
quire of the Lord by them: anzd my lord Foab,\ which had he, it would have betrayed the bafe 
avd the fervants of my lord are encamped in the open| defign. No one that knows the ftory of Bellero- 
fields; around Rabbah they were befieging; he|pbon,. can read this without thinking of that, 
calls Joab his lord, becaufe he was the chief. ge-|they are fo much alike; and indeed that feems to 
eral under whom he ferved, and the reft of the|be founded upon this, and taken from it ay 
pam soc ittie 
aq ! 'T’, Bab. Sabbat, fol. 56. 1. 
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commanditig officers he calls the fervants of his 
lord, as ‘diftinguifhed’ from’ the common {oldiers. 
The Fews,who are for excufins David from blathe 
jin the cafe of Uriah, ‘obferve 'y that he was guilty 
of rebellion againft David, and fo worthy of death, 
not only becaufe he difobeyed His command, in not 
going to his houfe when he ordered him, but by 
calling Yoab my lord in his prefence: but this was 
only a refpectable character of his general, and no 
overt act'of treafon to his king’; nor did David fo 
underftand it, nor in the leaft refent it: now fee- 
ing fuch great'men, who were far fuperior to him 
in rank and ‘office, were obliged to lie on the, bare 
ground, he argues : fall I then go into mine houfe; 
to cat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? if he 
had any fufpicion of David's crime, he might pur- 
pofely add the laft claufe ; and if not, it was enough 
to awaken’ the confcience of David, and cut him to 
the quick, “had he not been greatly, hardéned thro’ 
the deceitftilnefs of fin; to obferve, that a faithful 
fubject, ‘arid afoldier of his,’ would not allow -him- 
felf the enjoyment of lawful pleafures, when his’ 
fellow-foldiers were expofing their lives to danger - 
for their country 5 and yet he, under fuch circum- 
ftances, indulged to finful lufts and criminal plea- 
fures : as thou liveth, and as thy foul liveth, I will 
not do this thing ; he {wears to it, for the confir- 
mation of it; this he did to prevent any farther 
folicitations from the king, or his wife, unto it, 
who were both anxioufly defirous of it; for tho’ 
no mention is made of his wife, yet no doubt fhe 
did all fhe could to prevail upon him to come to 
his houfe, but all to no purpofe ; his mind was fo 
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little alteration: 


Bellerophon rejecting the folicita- |from the wall? they muft have . ak that, 
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and 


tions of Sthenobca, who was in love with him, fhe| therefore fhould have kept out of the reach of their 


prevailed upon her hufband Pretus to fend letters by | thot. 


him to ¥obates (a name fimilar to Foad) the gene- 


¥. 21. Who fimote Abimelech the fon of Ferubbe- 


ral of his army, which contained inftructions to | /beth ? 8c.) The fame with Ferub-baal, who was 
take care that he was killed; who fent him upon anj Gideon, Fudg. vi. 32. Baal, one part of his name, 


expedition for that purpofe™. 


¥,15. And he wrote in the letter, faying, &c.]| Bofoeth or Befoeth, which fignifies fhame, being 


Giving the following orders to ‘foab: Jet ye Uriab 
in the fore-front of the hotteft battle ; over-againtt 
that part of the city where the enemy was ftongeft, 
and the battle the fierceft, and the ftones and ar- 
rows were caft the thickeft : and retire ye from him ; 
leave him to himfelf to combat.the enemy alone ; 
who feeing him deferted, would fally out upon him, 
and the few that might be with him, and flay him: 
that be may be fmitten, and die; thus he fought 
to add murder to adultery, and that in the bafett 
manner, and which he accomplifhed ; and this is 
often the cafe, that murder follows adultery, either 
by way of revenge for it, or in order to cover it, 
as here. 

¥.16. And it came to pals when Foab obferved 
the city, &c.] Where lay its greateft ftrength, 
and where it was beft defended; or defieged. it, as 
the Targum: that he affigned Uriah unto a place, 
where he knew that valiant men were 3, who would 
not eafily give way, and when they faw an oppor- 
tunity would fally out. ‘oad cannot be excufed 
from fin, unlefs he thought that Uriah had been 


was the name of an idol; and fometimes called. 
a 
fhameful idol ; Gideon had a fon called Abimelech, 
who was {mitten, and it is here afked by whom ?, 
did not a woman caft a milftone upon him from thé 
wall, that he died in Thebex ? which. fhould have: 
been a warning not to go too near the wall of an 
enemy ; the hiftory is recorded in Fudg. ix. 52, 53. 
why went ye nigh the wall? expofing your lives to 
fo much danger, and by which fo many lives were 
loft : then fay thou, thy fervant Uriah the Hittite is 
dead alfo; the whole has not been told, the worft 
of all is, as the meffenger was to reprefent it, that 
brave gallant foldier Uriah is dead ; this Foad or- 
dered to be told laft, as knowing very well it would 
pacify the king’s wrath, and was the agreeable news: 
he wanted to hear. 


‘ 


¥.22. So the meffenger went, &e.\ From oad, 
from the army before Rabbah: and came; to Da- 
vid in Ferufalem, a course of 64 miles: and fhew- 
ed David all that foab had sent him for; all the 
events of the war hitherto, : 

¥. 23. And the meffenger faid unto David, &c.} 
The particulars of his account follow: furely the 


guilty of death, and that David took this way of| men prevailed againft us; the men of the city of 


difpatching him for fome political reafon ; how- 
ever David was king, and to be obeyed. 

¥.17. And the men of the city went out, &c.] 
Made a fally out, as Foab expected they would, 


Rabbah, the befieged there, in one onfet they made 
upon them: and came out unto us in the field; the 
befiegers that lay encamped there ; they fallied out 
upon them : and we were updn thém, even unto the 


when they appeared before them at that part of | entering of the gate; rallied upon them, and drove 


the city where valiant men were : and fought with 
Foab; at leaft with part of his army pofted with 
Uriah: and there fell fome of the people of the fer- 
vants of David, which made David’s fin the more 
hainous, that feveral lives were loft through the 
{tratagem he devifed to procure the death of Uriah; 
who-could not be placed in a dangerous poft alone, 
and therefore others muft be facrificed with him, 
as were: and Uriah the Hittite died alfo,; which 
was the thing aimed at, and the end to be anfwered 
by this fcheme. 

¥.18. Then Foab sent, &c.] Meflengers to Da- 
vid, as foon as Uriah was killed: and told David 
all the things concerning the war how the fiege 
had been carried on ; what fuccefs they had had, 
good or ill; what their advantages and difadvan- 
tages ; what men they had loft, and efpecially in 
one fally of the enemy upon them, for the fake of 
which the exprefs was fent. 

¥.19. And charged the meffenger, 8c.] Gave 
him a particular direction and inftruction, what he 
fhould fay at the clofe of his narrative, according 
as he fhould obferve the king’s countenance to be: 
faying, when thou haft made an end of telling the 
matters of the war unto the king ; giving an account 
of all the events that happened fince the fiege was 
begun to that time. 

¥.20. And if fo be that the king’s wrath arife, 
&c.} Which might be feen in his countenance, 
or expreffed in his words: and he fay, wherefore 
approached ye fo nigh unto the city when ye did 
fight ? as to expofe the king’s troops to the enemy 
on the wall, who by ftones or darts greatly an- 
noyed them, or fallied out on them, and killed 
many of them: knew ye not that they would hoot 


™ Apoligdorus de Deorum Orig. ? = = => 


them back, and purfued them to the gate of the 
city. 

¥. 24. And the fhooters fhot from off of the wall 
upon thy fervants, &c.] Arrows out of their bows, 
or ftones out of their engines ; the J/raelites fol- 
lowing them fo clofely to the gate of the city, came 
within the reach of their fhot from the wall: and 
Jome of the king’s fervants be dead killed in the 
{ally upon them, and by the fhot from the wall : 
and thy fervant Uriah the Hittite is dead alfo; the 
meflenger did not entirely obey the orders of ‘oad 
to wait and obferve if the king’s wrath arofe, but 
was in hafte to tell him the laft piece of news; per- 
haps he had fome fufpicion from the manner of 
Foad’s telling him what he fhould fay, that thie 
would be acceptable to the king. 

¥.25. Then David faid to the meffenger, 8ec.} 
Whom he difpatched again to Yoad upon the deli- 
very of his meflage: thus fhalt thou fay to Foab; 
in the name of David: let not this thing difpleafe 
thee; be not grieved, and caft down, and intimi- 
dated at the repulfe he had met with, and the lols 


of fo many brave men, and efpecially Uriah = jor 


the fword devours one as well as another , officers as 
well as foldiers, the {trong as well as the weak, tke 
valiant and courageous, as well as the more ti- 
morous ; the events of war are various and uncer- 


tain, and to be fubmitted to, and not repined at, 


and laid to heart. David’s heart being hardened 
by fin, made light of the death of his brave fol- 
diers, to which he himfelf was accefiory . nis cone 
{cience was very different now from.what it was 
when he cut of the fkirt of Sau/’s robe, and his 
heart in a different frame from that in which he 
compofed the lamentation over Saud and Fonathan: 
4. 


~~ 
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make thy aie. 4 
throw it; more c 

attack it; affault ity endeavour. to take it by ftorm, 
and utterly deftroy it, razing the very foundations 
of it: and encourage thou -bints which words are 
either faid to the meffenger to encourage and ani- 
mate Joab in Davia’s name, which is not fo likely 
that a meflenger fhould be employed to encourage 
the general ; or rather the words of David to Foab 
continued, that. he would encourage it, the army 
under him, who might be difheartened with the} 
rebuff and lofs they had met with; and therefore 
Yoab is bid to fpirit them up, to carry on the fiege 
with vigour. 

26. And when the wife of Uriab heard that 
Uriah her hufband was dead, &c.|. The news of 
which were foon fent her by David, though it is 
very probable fhe knew nothing of the plot to 
take away his life; and befides, David chole to 
have his death publifhed abroad as {oon as. poffi- 
ble, the more.to hide his fin: fhe mourned for ber 
bufband , exprefied tokens of mourning by fhed- 
ding tears, putting on a mourning habit, feeing 
no company, and this continued for the fpace of 
feven days, it may be, 1 Sam. xxxi. 7. as little 
time as poffible was {pent in. this way, and the 
marriage haftened; that the adultery, might nor be 
difcovered. 

_ ¥. 27. And whep the mourning was paft, &c.) 
The feven days were at an end, or fooner ; for he 
ftayed not go days from the death of her hufband, 
which the Yews in after-times enjoined *, that it 
might be known whether with child by her for- 
mer hufband, and fo to whom it: belonged ; and 
becaufe David did not wait this time; bardinel 


“CHA 


ATHAN is {ent to David to charge him with 
his fin, and convince him of it by a parable, 
y¥. 1—6. which being accommodated and applied 
to David’s cafe, brought him to a conviction and 
acknowledgment of it, and repentance for it; which 
was forgiven him, ¥. 7—13. though he is told 
the child begotten in adultery fhould die, and it 
was quickly ftruck with ficknefs, and died; and 
David’s behaviour during its ficknefs, and at its 
death, .is recorded, ¥. 14-23. after which Solo- 
mon was born to him of the fame woman, and had 
the name of Yedidiah given him by the Lord, which 
fignifies the beloved of the Lord, and as a token 
of reconciliation, and a confirmation of his fin be- 
ing forgiven him,:y. 24,25. and the chapter is 
concluded with the taking of the city of Rabbah, 
and the fpoil in it, and the ufage of the inhabitants 
of, it, y¥. 26-+31. | 


yw. 1. And the Lord fent Nathan unto David, &c.| 
Quickly after the child was born begotten on Bath- 
foeba, and when it was known and became the 
public talk of people, and the enemies of religion 


firong againft the city, and over- 
lofely befiege it, more vigoroufly |/enxt, and. fetched ber to bis houfe ; took her home 


«Sg 
charges it tpoh him as an additional fin: Dautd 


to his palace.to live with him + and fhe Lecame his 
wife; he married her.according to the ufual fort 
of marriage in thofe days: and bare him-a fon + 
begotten in adultery : dut the thing thut David-bad 
done difpleafed the Lord ; or was evil. in the ayes of 
the Lord® , for though it was not done in the eyes 
of men, being fearcely or very little knows, yer 
was in the eyes of the Lord; which run to and fro. 
throughout the earth, and fees all things that are 
done: the adultery. he had been guilty of with:an- 
other man’s wife, was abominable to the Lord, 
and for which, according to the law, both he and 
fhe ought to have been put to death, Lev. xxiro. 
the murder of her hufband, which he was ‘accef-. 
fory to, aswell asthe death of many othefs, and, 
the marriage of her under fuch  circumftances; 
were all difpleafing to God, and of fich ‘an hai- 
nous nature, that his pure eyes could. not“ look 
upon with approbation : the ews ? endeavour td 
excule David from fin ; from the fin of murder; 
by making Uriah guilty of rebellion and _treafon, 
as before obferved ; and from the fin of adultery; 
by affirming that it was the conftant cuftom for 
men, when they went out to war, to give ‘their 
wives a bill of divorce; fo that from the time of 
giving the bill, they were not their wivesy and fuch 
as lay with them were not guilty of adultery; © but: 
for this there is no foundation : .it is certain David 
was charged with it by the Lord ; he himfelfown- 
ed it, and bewailed it, both that and his blood: 
guiltinéf&, and the» following: chapter abundantly 
proves it. 


Pp, Xut. 


and having little concern about it; thovgh per- 
haps. he might. have fome pangs at. times,’ which 
quickly went off ; tho’ fome: think he exercifed ré-! 
pentance in a private way, before; acknowledged 
his fin to the Lord, and: had:a-tenfe of pardony 
and before this time penned the» 32° and 130" 
pfalms on this occafion ; ‘but Nathan is fent to’ 
awaken and aroufe him, to exprels a fenfe of his» 
fin, and repentance for it in public, which he did 
by penning and publifhing Pf. li. after Nathan had 
been with him; for though the Lord may leave 
his people to fall into fin, and fuffer thern to con- 
tinue therein fome time, yet not:always ; they fhall. 
rife again through the affiftance of his Spirit and 
grace, in the acts of repentance and faith, both in 
private and public: and he came unto him, and be 
faid unto him; he came as if. he had a cafe to lay 
before him, and to have juftice done, and he told 
the flory as if it was a real fad, and fo David 
underftood it: there were two men in one citys 
pointing at David and Uriah, who both lived in 
Ferufalem: the one rich, and the other poor ; David 
the rich man, king over all Z/rael, Uriah a fub- 


were full of it, and blafphemed on accountof it, ¥.|jeét, an officer.in his army, comparatively poor.. 


14. fo that David was nine months or more without 
any true fenfe, of his fin, his heart hardened, his 
graces dormant, the joys of falvation taken from 


him, and he without any communion with God,|David’s wives and concubines, which were many; 


_™ Mifn. Yebamot,‘c. rt. §. 6, 
Bab. Sabbat, fol. 56.1. Gloff. in ib, 
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omy yD yo malum in oculis Domini, Montanus. 


¥.2. The rich man bad exceeding many flocks and 
herds.) In which the wealth of men Jay in. thofe 
times and countries ; thefe in the parable fignify - 


he 
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he-had fix wives in Hebron, and he took more 
wives and concubines out of Yerufalem, when he 
was come from Hebron, ch. ili. 2—5. and v. 13. 
and befides his mafter’s, or Sau/’s wives; given to 
him, ¥. 8. , Om hts 
_¥. 3. But the poor man had nothing’ fave one 
Tittle ew-lamb, &c.) Uriah had bat one wife, who 
was much younger than he, called a lamb, an 
ew-lamb, a little one. . Abarbinel thinks, Uriah 
had been a widower, and had children «by another 
wife; fuppofed in the parable, and was much olde 
than Bath/beba.: which he had bought; for men in 
thofe times and countries did not receive portions 
with their wives, but gave dowries to them, and 
for them : and nourifbed up; as his own flefh, as 
hufbands fhould their wives, Eph. v. 29. and it 
grew up together with him, and with bis children, 
which Kimchi alfo fuppofes Uriah had by a former 
wife: it did eat of bis own meat, and drink of bis 
own cup, and lay in his bofom, and was unto him as 
a daughter ; all which are expreffive of the care, 
kindnefs, love and tendernefs of a loving hufband, 
whofe affections are endeared to his wite, making 
her partaker of all he has, and to fhare in what- 
ever he eats and drinks, and in his deareft em- 
braces ; and as there were inftances of creatures, 
lambs and others, particularly cade lambs, ufed 
in this way in a literal fenfe, to which the refe- 
rence in the parable is, David had no fufpicion of 
its being a parable. Bochart has given many in- 
ftances of creatures nourifhed and brought .up in 
fuch a familiar manner. 

¥.4. And there came a traveller unto the rich 
man, &c.] By which fome underftand Satan, who 
came to David, and ftirred up his luft by the 
temptations that offered ; who is a walker, as the 
word ufed fignifies, that goes about feeking whom 
he may devour, and is with good men only as a 
wayfaring man, who does not abide ‘with them ; 
and whole temptations, when-they fucceed with 
fuch, are as meat'and drink to him, very enter- 
taining: but the ews generally underftand it of 
the evil imagination or concupifcience in man, the 
luftful appetite in David, that wandered after an- 
other man’s wife, and wanted to be fatiated with 
her: and he fpared to take of bis own flock, and of 
his own herd, to drefs for the wayfaring man that 
came unto him; when his heart was inflamed with 
Juft at the fight of Bath/heba, he did not go as he 
might, and take one of his wives and concubines, 
whereby he might have fatisfied and repreffed his 
Juft : Lut took the poor man’s lamb, and dreffed for 
the man that came to him, fent for Bathfbeba and 
lay with her, for the gratification of his luft, the 
being a young beautiful woman, and more agree- 
able to his luftful appetite. The ews, in their 
Talmud’, obferve a gradation in thefe words, that 
the evil imagination is reprefented firft as a travel- 
ler that paffes by a man, and lodges not with him; 
then as a wayfaring man or hoft, that pafles in and 
lodges with him; and at laft as a man, as the 
matter of the houfe that rules over him, and there- 
fore called the man that came to him. 

¥. 5. And Davids anger was greatly kindled 
againft the man, &c.| That had done this, taking 
it for a real fact: and he faid to Nathan, as the 
Lord liveth, the man that bath done this thing foall 


; given to David, though taken again and ee 
Surely die; which he faid in the tranfport of his! others: the ‘Yews fay, that Egleh, David's fixth — 


wey ay 
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the law of Mo/es, was not to 


but David thought the ctime was fo greatly 


gravated by being done by a rich man, and wick 3 


lofs the poor man fuftained, it ‘being ‘his all; and 
the fact, in all its circumftances, fo cruel and ‘bat= 
barous, that the guilty perfon ought to die: how 
much more vehemently, and indeed with juftice, - 
would he have pafied the fentence of death on him, 
}or adjudged him to it, had it been put in the para4 
ble, that the rich man not only took the poor 
| man’s ew-lamb, ‘but killed the poor man himfelf? 
but this Nathan left out, that David might not 
take his meaning, as Abarbinel thinks, who then 
would: have been upon his ‘guard, and not have 
condenined | himfelf ; and hereby alfo Nathan had 
this advantage’ againft him, that if ‘this man de- 
ferved to die, -who’had only taken the poor man’s 
ew-lamb, then How much more ought he to die, 
who had not only committed adultery with Bath 
Jbeba, but had flain'Uriab. . eee 
¥. 6. And he fhall reftore the lamb four-fold; &c.} 
Which was according to the law in Ewod, xxii. 1, 
but Kimchi thinks, becaufe the word is of the dual 
number, it fignifies double the number, and that 
the fentence was to reftore eight lambs, becaufe he 
being a rich man ftole from the poor man} fo’ 
Mr. Weem/e* renders it, twice four, twice a5 much 
as was commanded «in the law; for the Hebrews, 
he obferves, double in the dual’ number till they 
come to feven': becaufe be did this thing , commit= 
ted this theft: azd Gecaufe be bad'no pity ; on the 
poor man, but took ‘his«all. The ews obferve, ' 
that accordingly David was punifhed’ with the lofs 
of four of his children, that which was born of 
Bathfbeba, Ammon, Tamar and Absalom, fo moft 
of the commentators, but Ben Gerfom, inftead of 
Tamar has Adonijab. 
_ ¥.7. And Nathan faid to David, thou art the 
man, &c.| The rich man, or who is defigned by 
him in the parable, and anfwers to him‘: thus 
faith the Lord God of Trael, I anointed thee king over 
Jfrael , that is, ordered Samuel to anoint him, who 
did, 1 Sam. xvi. 1, 12,'13. to which this ‘chiefly 
refers ; and after that, he was anointed firft by the 
tribe of Fudah, and then by all the tribes of J/rael, 
by the appointment and providence of God; and 
this was great dignity he defigned for him, and 
raifed him to: and I delivered thee out of the band . 
of Saul; when he perfecuted him, and fought to 
take away his life. tam p 
¥. 8. And I gave thee thy mafter’s boufe, &c.} 
Not his palace at Gideah, but rather his family, 
his wives, fervants, wealth, and riches, all Being 


confifcated through the rebellion of Jbbofheth’; or” 


rather his kingdom he fucceeded him’ in: and thy’ 
mafter’s wives into thy bofom, though we read of 
no more than one that belonged to Sa#l, if he is 
meant by his malter, excepting Ri/pah his concu- 
bine, nor ever of David taking them into his’ bo- 
fom and bed; wherefore this can be underftood 
only of his having them at ‘his difpofal, to give 


them to whom he pleafed; the word may be render-' 


ed his women, as well as his w#ves, and may defign 
his daughters, Merab and Michal, who were both 


wrath and fury; otherwife a thief, according to| wife, was the wife of Saw, ch. iii. 5. fee the note 


2 Hitrozoic. par. 1. 1. 2. c. 46. col. 521, 522. 
OC. 8 Of the Moral Law, |. 2. ch. 10, p. 252. 
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~ Fabula narratur, s——= Horat. Sermon, 1, 1. Satyr. #. ¥. 69, 70. 
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Vid. Guffet, Ebr. Comment. p. 776. 
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* T: Bab. Succah, fol. 52. z. Jarchi, Kimchi & Abubiga le 


or death, bi 
tomake reftitution ; andif he was not able tomake — 
‘it, then to be fold, but he was not to-die for its 
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theres and gave thee the houfe of Ifrael, and of Fu- 
deb; the kingdom of both ; gave him to be king 
over all the tribes of J/rae]: and if that had been 
‘too little ; either bis wives too few, as the Fews in- 
terpret it; or his kingdom too fmall : J would more- 
over have given unto thee fuch and fuch things, 
more and greater favours ;, and indeed fuch he had 
promifed him, as a firm or ftable houfe or king* 
dom, and that the Mefiiah fhould {pring from 
him. . 

. ¥eq. Wherefore baft thou defpifed the command- 
ment of the Lord, to do evil in his fight ? &c.| The 
commandment referred to is the law of God, par- 
ticularly the fixth and feventh precepts of it; which 
‘David had fhown no regard unto, and by his 
breaking them had flighted and defpifed them :, 
thou baft killed Uriah the Hittite with the fword; 
and fo had defpifed and broken the fixth command ; 
for though he had not taken away his life with his 
own hand, he had plotted and contrived it, and 
had given orders to put him in fuch a pofition as 
would iffue in it : end haft taken bis wife to be thy 
ewife; after he had defiled her, being another man’s 
wife, and had taken fuch unlawful methods to 
make her his wife, whereby he had defpifed and 
broken both the fixth and the feventh commands : 
and haft fain bim with the fword of the children of 
Ammon ; though he had not put him to death with 
his own fword,* he had done that which was as bad 
or worfe in fome refpeéts, he had expofed him to 
the {word of the Ammonites, by which it was taken 
away; and not his only, but that of fome of the 
draelites alfo, which gave that uncircumcifed. peo- 
ple reafon to triumph over the children of J/rael, 
and even to blafpheme the God of J/rael. . 

-¥. 10. Now therefore the fword fhall never de- 
part from thine houfe, &c.| During his life, and 
as appeared in the’ flaughter of his fons Ammon 
and éfalom before’ his death, and of Adonijab 
quickly after, and in his pofterity through their 
wars with the children of J/rael, and other nations : 
becaufe thou haft defpifed me; his commandments, 
and that in effect was defpifing him the lawgiver : 
and haft taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
thy wife; which being repeated fhews, that it was 
very difpleafing.to God, and a very hainous crime 
in his fight. 

y.a1. Thus faith the Lord, &c.] For what he 
faid was not of himfelf, but under a fpirit of pro- 
phecy : I will raife up evil-againft thee out of thine 
own bouje; that is, evil perfons, who fhould be 
guilty of evil things, and that as a chaftizement 
of him for the fins he had committed, and thofe 
out of his own family, as Ammon and Abfalom : 
and I will take thy wives before thine eyes; which is 
fo expreffed, becaufe it was done in his life-time, 
and he knowing it, but not able to hinder. it, 
tho’ he did not, ftrictly fpeaking, fee it with his 
eyes: and give them unto thy neighbour , or friend, 
meaning his fon Abfalom, as they were: and be 
foall lie with thy wives in the fight of this fun; 
pointing to the fun in the firmament, and which 
might be then fhining in the room where they 
were; and which is reprefented by Homer", as 
feeing all things avd eyes are afcribed to it here , 
in the original: the meaning is, that this fact fhould 
be done in the day-time, openly and publickly, 
and was fulfilled, when by the advice of Abitophel 
a tent was fpread on the top of the houfe, and 
Abfelom went in to his father’s concubines in. the 
fight of. all J/rae/, ch. xvi. 22. 


® OdyfMf rt, ¥. 119. 


“574 

W128. For thoi did it fecretly, &cx} Cornmit- 
ted adultery with Bath/beba privately, and endea- 
voured to conceal it, by getting her hufband killed 
in battle, and then marrying her as. foon as he , 
could, to hide the fhame of it: but I will. do this 
thing before all Ifrael, and before the, fun; as a 
above fact'was; that is, he would fuffer it to Be 
done,’ and fo order it in his providence, that every 
thing fhould concur to the doing of it; as David's - 
leaving his wives behind him, bitopbel’s wicked 
counfel he was fuffered to give, and the luftful in- 
clination 4b/alom was left Unto, and not any of the 
people of rae, having religion, {pirit aad cou- 
rage enough to remonftrate againit it. 

y: 13. And David faid unto Nathan, I have fis- 
ned ogainft the-Lord, 8c.) Which confeffion, tho’ 
fhort, was a full one, .arifing froma therough con- 
viction of the evil of the fin he had beén guilty 
of, accompanied with real brokennels of. heart, 
fincere humiliation, and -a forrow after a godly 
fort, as the 51{t pfalm, that penitential pfalm com- 
pofed upon this oceafion, fhews: and Nathan feid 
unto David , being fully fatisfied with the fincerity 
and genuinenefs ‘of his repentance, of which ,he 
gave proof by words and deeds, and being under 
the direction and impulfe of the Spirit of God : 
the Lord hath put away thy fia; would not charge 
it upon him, impute it to him, or punifh him for 
it, but freely ahd fully forgive it, caft it behind 
his back, and into the depth of the fea; caufe it 
to pafs from him, and never more bring it again{t 
him ; and which is che.Lord’s act, and his only, 
againft whom fin is committed : thou fhalt. not dies 
though he fhould die a corporal death, yet not by. 
the immediate hand of God, or by the {word of 


juftice as a malefactor, a murderer and adulterer, 


as he, according to the law, deferved to die ; nor 
fhould he die a {piritual death, though his grace 
had’ been fo low, and his corruptions had rifen fo 
high ; nor an eternal death, the fecond death, the 


jult wages of ‘fin. 


v.14. Howbeit, becaufe by this deed, &c.] This 
complicated wickednefs, adultery with Bath/heba, 
and the murder of her hufband, and occafioning 
the death of. others: thou bajff given great reason, 
to the enemies of thé Lord to bla/pheme; to infult 
over J/rael, and the God of J/rael, and to magnify 
their own idols on account of the advantage they 
got, when Uriah and other J/raelites were flain ; 
and to fpeak ill of God as a refpecter of perfons, 
who had caft off Saud and his family from the 
kingdom, and yet eftablifhed David in it, guilty 
of crimes the other was not; and -of the word, 
ways and worfhip of God, and of the true reli- 
gion, as all hypocrify and deceit, when men that 
made fuch pretenfions to it were guilty of fuch 
atrocious crimes; wherefore, to let fuch fee and 
know that the Lord did not approve of, and coun- 
tenance fuch actions, but abhorred and refented 
them: the child alfo- that is born unto thee foall 
Jurely die; which would be a vifible teftimony of. 
God’s difpleafure at his fin, to all men that fhould 
hear of it, and know it; and being taken away in 
fuch a manner, would be a great affliction to him, 
and the more, as his affections were much towards 
the child, as appears by what follows; or other- 
wife the removal of it might have been confidered 
as amercy, fince its life would have kept up the 
remembrance of the fin, and have been a ftanding 
reproach to him, 
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of Ferufalem, having delivered. his meflage, and 
brought David to a fenfe of his fin, and declared 
to him, from the Lord, the forgivenefs of it; 
yet for the honour of religion, and the ftopping 

the mouths of blafphemers, the death of the child 
is threatened and foretold, and then Nathan took 
his leave of him, having nothing more from the 
Lord to fay to him : and the Lord firuck the child 
that Uriah’s wife bare unto David; for fo fhe was, 
and not David’s wife, when this child was begot- 
ten of her; and as a mark of God’s difpleaiure 
at the fin of adultery, the child was ftruck with a 
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From the floor on which he lay: and wafhed, and 
anointed himfelf, and changed bis apparel; neither 
of which he had done during his time of fafting : 
and came into the houfe of the Lord, and worfbipped 5 
went into the tabernacle he had built for the ark 
of God, and then in prayer fubmitted himfelf to 
the will of God, and. acknowledged his juftice im 
what he had done; gave thanks to God that he 
had brought him to a fenfe of his fin, and repent- 
ance for it, and had applied his pardoning grace 
to him, and given him fatisfaction as to the eter- 


fore difeafe by the immediate hand of God: @vd|nal welfare and happinefs of the child, as appears 


it was very fick, even unto death, as the event 
fhewed. 

y.16. David therefore befought God for the child, 
&c.] Perhaps went into the tabernacle he had 
built for the ark, and prayed to the Lord to reftore 
the child, and fpare its life ; for though the Lord 
had faid it fhould die, he might hope that that 
was a conditional threatening, and that the Lord 
might be gracious and reverie it, ¥.22. and Da- 
vid fafted; all that day: and went in; to his own 
houfe from the houfe of God: and lay all night 
upon the earth, would neither go into, nor lie upon 
a bed, but lay on the floor all night, weeping and 
praying for the child’s life, and efpecially for its 
eternal welfare; he having through fin been the 
means of its coming into a fintul and afflicted 
flate. 

y¥.17. And the elders of his boufe arofe, and went 
to him, to raife him up from the earth, &c.| To 
perfuade him to rife up, and fit upon a feat, and go 
to bed, after having taken fome food; thefe were 
fome of the chief officers at court, and had the 
management of the affairs of his houfhold: but he 
would not; they could not perfuade him to it: ze7- 
ther did he eat bread with them; that evening, a: 
he had ufed to do; they being the princes of his 
court, who were wont to fit at table with him, 

¥.18. Aud it came to pafs on the feventh day, 
that the child died, 8&c.|} Not the feventh day 
from its being taken ill, but from its birth ; for it 
can’t be thought that David fhould faft feven days : 
and the fervants of David feared to tell him that the 
child was dead; \eft he fhould be overwhelmed 
with over-much forrow : for they faid, behold, while 


from the ground, and eat food: and he would not 
hearken unto our voice ; we could not prevail upon 
him to do the one nor the other: how will he then 
vex himfelf, if we tell him that the child is dead ? 
or fhould we acquaint him with it, be’// do mifchief” 
to himfelf, to his body; he’ll tear his flefh to 
pieces, and cut and kill himfelf; this they were 
afraid of, obferving the diftrefs and agony he was 
in whilft it was living, and therefore they concluded 
thefe would increafe upon hearing of its death. 
¥.19. And when David faw that his fervants 
whi/pered, &c.] For they faid the above to one 
another with a low voice, that he might not hear 
them, though in the fame room with them: Da- 
vid perceived the child was dead , he guefled it was, 


about among themfelves : therefore David faid unto 


bis fervants, is the child dead? and they faid, be is\which though at firft difpleafing to the Lord, be-_ 


from y. 23. then be came to his own houfe; from 
the houfe of God, having finifhed his devotion 
there : and when he required 3 ordered food to be 
brought in: they fer bread before bim, and he did 
eat; whereas before, while the child was living, 
he refufed to eat. 

y¥. 21. Then faid his fervants unto hit, what 
thing is this that thou haft done? &c.\ Or what 
is the reafon of fuch conduct and behaviour?. they 
knew what was done, but they did not, know the 
meaning of it, which is what they enquired after: 
thou didfi jaft and weep for the child, while it was 
alive ; prayed with fafting and weeping for it, that 


it might live and not die: but when the child was 


dead, thou didft rife and eat bread; and appeared 
chearful ;. this feemed ftrange to them, when they 
expected his forrow would be increafed. 

y¥. 22, And be faid, while the child was yet ahve, 
&c.] And fo there was hope it might be conti- 
nued: J fafled and wept; or fought the Lord by. 
prayer, and fafting, and weeping, that the threat- 
ening\might not take place, that the child’s life- 
might be fpared : for J faid ; within himfelf, thus 
he teafoned in his own mind: who can tell whe- 
ther God will be gracious to me, that the child may 
live? and in hope of this hé kept praying, fafting 
and weeping; he could not tell but God might re- 
pent of the evil he had threatened, as in fome, 
cafes he has done; fee Foe/ ii. 13, 14. Yow. ili. 9, 
10. Abarbinel thinks, that David fafted and wept. 
to hide this matter from his wife, and his fervants, 
and did not let them know that this was in his 
punifhment, that the child fhould die. 
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¥. 15. And Nathan departed unto bis boufe, &cc.}|and which he was prepated to receive, by what he 


His own houfe, which probably was in the city|had obferved in them. 
y.20. Then David arofe from the earth, &e.) 


¥. 23. But now he.is dead, wherefore fooula f° 
the child was yet alive, we fpake unto him; to rife|faft ? &c.] And pray; it is to no purpole, no end 


can be thought to be anfwered by it: cam I bring. 
him back again? from the ftate of the dead, bring; 


him to life by fafting, and praying, and weeping. 


that is not to be expected: J fhall go to him; to’ 
the ftate of the dead, to the grave, where his body, 
was, or would be; to heaven and eternal happie 


nefs, where his foul was, as he comfortably hoped 


and believed: from whence it appears, that the. 
Old Teftament-faints did not fuppofe an annihila- 
tion at death ; bur believed the immortality of the 
foul, a future ftace after death of eternal life apd 
blifs: dut be foal not return to me; in the prefent 


mortal ftate, though at the refurrection they thould — 


meet again. 


. tee 
i ' ¥. 24. And David comforted Bathfocba bis wife, 
and that this was the thing they were whifpering | &c.] Which is the firft time fhe is fo called, — 


Uriah being dead, and David having married her; 


dead ; for putting the queftion to them fo clofely, | caufe of the circumftances attending it, was after- 
they could not avoid giving the anfwer they did, | wards confirmed by him. Bath/beba no doubt was. 
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very much aiftrettea, and 9 eatly difconfolate, ‘on. 


account of the‘fin fhe had committed, and becaufe 
of the wrath ‘and’ difpleafure of God, and becaufe 
‘Gf the’ death of the child, which was a token of it; 
and ‘fhe might have {Ome {cruples in her’ mind, 
whether it was lawful to’ continue cohabiting with 
David. Now’ David ‘comforted her, by telling 
her, that God Had’ pardoned that iniquity they had 
Been guilty of, and that he would give them ario- 
ther fon, who'fhould fuccéed ‘him in the throne, 
and build an houfe for his name: and went in unto 
ber, and lay with ber, as his wife; and foe Vare a 
Jon sat the ‘proper time’: and be called his name 
Solomon either the Lord calledhim fo, or Devid 
By his direction ; for this name’“was ‘given before 
his birth, ‘r Chroyi xxii. 9. the Ker? or marginal 
reading is; and fhe called bis name, &c, that i8,-Barb- 
Jeeba, who had*been informed by David that this 
was’the name the Lord‘ would’ have hint called by, 
which fignifies peaceable; and the birth: of this fon 
was a confirmation of the peace and reconciliation 
_bétween God and them, and which his name car: 
Fied’ in its, as ‘well as pointed to the peaceable times 
that fhould bé during his reign,‘ and in which he 
was a type of Céri#, the prince of peace ; who is 
the author of peace between God'and men by the 
blood of his crofs, and from whom fpiritual, peace 
flows, arid by whom eternal peace’and happinefsis : 
and the Lord‘ loved Lim; and was to him’ a father, 
and he to’him a fon, as was promifed, ch. vii. 14. 
‘This love and ‘affection of the Lord to Solomon was 
fighified to David by Nathaz, ‘as follows. 
“yf. 25. And be fent by the band of Nathan the pro- 
pbet, &e.] Fither David did; he fent by him to 
Pathfbeba, to acquaint her with the name of the 
child, that it’ was to be Solomoz, which is not fo 
Tikely : or he, David, delivered it into the band of 
Nathan the prophet , to educate it, inftrué it, and 
bring it up in the nurture of the Lord; or rather, 
the Lord‘fent’ a. meffage by. Nathan the prophet to 
David, that he loved Solomon: and he called bis 
‘name Fedidiah, becanfe of the Lord, thavis, David 
alfo called him by this name, bécaufe of the love 
of the Lord unto him ; for Fedidiab fipnifies the 
beloved of the Lord; a name and character which 
well agrees with the Mefiab, Solomon’s antitype, 
Matt. iii. 17. and xvii. 5. 

¥. 26. And Joab fought againft Rabbah of the 
children of Ammon, &c.] Of his being fent againft 
it, and.of his befieging it, we read in ch. xi. 1 
but it can hardly be thought that he had been fo 


long befieging it, as that David had two children. 


by Bath fheba ; but the account of the finifhing of 
it is placed here, that the ftory concerning Barb- 
feeba might lie together without any interruption : 
and took the royal city; or that part of it in which 
the king’s palace was, and which, as.4bardinel ob- 
ferves, was without the city, as the palaces of kings 
‘now ufually are. aa ee oer : 

y. 27. And Foab fent meffengers to David, 8ec.] 
“To acquaint him how he had proceeded, and what 
‘fuccefs he had had : and faid, I have fought againft 
Rabbah; Jaid fiege to it, and fkirmifhed with par- 
‘ties that fallied out upon them: aad have taken the 
tity of waters, the fame with the toyal city, and 
‘fo the Targum here renders it; fo called becaufe 


“firuated by the water-fide Adrichomins fays * the 


‘river Fabbok flowed round aboutit: or it abounded 
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he 
with fountains of water, from whence the other 
part of the city, or what was properly the city 
Rabbab, was fupplied with warer ; and which com- 
munication being. cut off, it could not hold out 
long, which Yoas being fenfible of, therefore fen 
for David. Funius and Tremellius render the words; 
I bave intercepted the water from the city; with 
which the account of Yofepbus’ agrees, who fays, 
that he cut off the water from them, and precluded 
other fupplies, fo that they were in great diftref$ 
for want of food and drink ; and in like manner it 
was taken by Antiochus fome hundreds of years 
after ; for the hiftorian fays * the fiege by him lafted 
long, and they could not prevail, becaufe of the 
multitude of men in ‘it, until one of the prifoners 
fhewed them a fubterraneous paffage, through which 
they came ahd fetched water ; which they fopt up 
with ftones and fuch like things, and then through 
want Of water it yielded. . 

¥. 28.° Now therefore gather the reft of the people 
together, &¢.| The reft of the foldiers in the land 
of Ifrael, and come to Rabbah : anil encamp againft » 
the city; inveft it in form: @nd fake it; upon a 
furrénder, or by ftorm ; for it could not hold our 
long: lef I take the city, and it be called after my 
name, {0 great a regard had Foad, though an am- 
bitious man, to the famieand credit- of David his 
king’: fo Craterus *, at the fiege of Artacacna, being 
prepared to take it, waited the coming of dlexan- 
der, that hé might have the honour of it. 

¥. 29. And David gathered alt the people together, 
&¢.] “The foldiers that were with him, or near 
him; which was done partly to recruit Yoad’s 
troops, who, by the continuance of the fiege, and 
the fallies of the enemy on ‘them, might be greatly 
diminifhed, and partly to make conquefts of other 
cities of the Ammonites, and to carry off the fpoil of 
them: and went to Rabbah; which muft be after 
the deathwof Uriab, and very probably during the 
time of Bath-/beba’s mourning for him : and fought 
avainft it, and took it; by affault. at 

¥. 30. And be took their king’s crown from off bis 
bead, &c.] ‘The crown of Hanun the king of the 
Ammonites, who now fell into bis hands, and whom 
he ftripped of his enfigns of royalty, who had fo 
fhamefully abufed his ambaffadors: (the weight 


‘| whereof was a talent of gold with she precious fiones :) 


or, and a precious fone, there. might be more, as 
our verfion fuggefts, but there was one in it re- 
markably large and valuable; Fo/ephus” fays it had 
in it a very precious ftone, a:fardonyx ; and this, 
according ta the Ta/mud ‘, was of the yalue of a 
talent of gold. A talent was equal to 3000 fhe- 
kels, as appears from Exod. xxxvill. 25, 26. and was 
in valié, according to Brerewood “, of our money, 
4590 pounds; but according to bifhop Camber- 
land * 5067 pounds three fhillings and ‘ten pence. 
This crown was of the fame value with the golden 
candleftick in the tabernacle, Exod. xxv. 39. and 
fome think that value here is meant, and not the 
weight, a talent of gold being very heavy ; ac- 
cording to bifhop Cumberland ‘, 93 pounds 3 quar-. 
ters; fome fay 113 pounds 10 ounces, and more ; 
too great a weight to be borne on the head by Ha- 
nun or David , but what with the gold and precious 
{tones about it, it might be equal in value to a ta- 
lent of gold ; but weight is exprefly mentioned, 
and the crowns of the ea/fern princes were.of =e 
bu 
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bulk and weight, as well as value: <Atheneus * 
takes mention of one made of 10,000 pieces of 
gold, placed on the throne of king Ptolemy, and 
of fome of two cubits, of fix, yea, of fixteen cu- 
bits. Some* are of opinion that this. crown was 
not the crown of the king of Ammon, but of Mil- 
com or Molec, their idol, and that the proper name 
fhould be retained in the verfion, and that David 
had a crown made of it he could bear: but if, as 
others 4, the Syriac talent is meant, which was but 
the fourth part of an Hebrew one, the difficulty is 
greatly leflened ; for it feems to be the fame crown 
David afterwards wore, as follows: and it was fet 
on David’s head; to fhew that the kingdom was 
tranflated to him, or was become fubject to him ; 
as Alexander, on the conqueft of Darius, put the 
Perfian diadem on his own head *, in token of that 
monarchy being tranflated to him: though, after 
all, the phrafe, from’ off, may be rendered from 
above or over ' his head, and fo it was fet above or 
over the head of David, being fupported by fome 
means or other, that,its weight did not bear there- 
on. However, Pafchalius, who wrote a learned 
work de coronis, muft besmiftaken, when he fays ™ 
this feems to be the firft ufe of a crown in the king- 
dom of fudah, there being no mention of a crown 
before, either of Saul or David, only of anointing ; 
fince exprefs mention is made of Saul’s crown, ch. 
i. 10. though his obfervation may be juit, that this 
crown, allowed to be worn by David, was a pledge 
of the renewal of his royal dignity, and of his ac- 
ceptance with God upon his repentance for his 
above fins: and he brought forth the [poil of the city 
in great abundance; which, or at leaft part of it, 
was dedicated to the building of the fanctuary, ch. 
Vill, 25 12. 

y¥. 31. And he brought forth the people that were 
therein, &c.) Not all the inhabitants of the place, 
but the princes of the children of Ammon, the coun- 
fellors of Hanun, who advifed him to ule Davia’s 
ambaffadors in fo fhameful a manner, and others 
that expreffed their pleafure and fatisfaction in it: 
and put them under faws, and under barrows of iron, 
and under axes of iron; whereby they were cut 
afunder, as fome were by the Romans and others *, 
or their flefh torn to pieces, and they put to ex- 
treme pain and agony, and fo died moft miferably ; 
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eps chapter relates fome of the evils that 
were to arife out of David’s houfe, and which 
were fimilar to the evils committed by him; the 
deflouring of his daughter, and the murder of his 
eldeft fon: the ftory is this; Amnon falls in love 
with Yamar, his fitter, and grew lean upon it, 
which being obferved by a friend of his, enquires 
the reafon of it, which having got out of him, 
forms a fcheme for obtaining his defire, and which 
fucceeded ; for by it he had the opportunity of 
ravifhing his fifter, y. 1—14. the confequences of 
which ‘were extreme hatred of her, hurrying her 
out of doors, lamentation and mourning on her 
part, grief to David, and enmity in the heart of 
Abfalom to Amnon, which put him upon medi- 


£ Apud Pafchalium de coronis, 1. 9. c. 8. p. 587. 
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fee 1 Chron, xx. 3. and made them pafs thr 
the brick-kiln; where they burnt their bricks, 
which they were not only fcorched and bliftered, 
but burnt to death ; fo the word in the Keri, or - 
margin, fignifies, which we follow; but in the 
text it is, they caufed them to pafs through Ma/-_ 
cem, the fame with Milcom or Molech, the abomi- 
nation of the children of Ammon, 1 Kings xi. 5, 7. 
unto which they made their children pafs through the ~ 
fire, and burnt them ; and now in the fame place they 
themfelves are made to pafs through, and be burnt, 

as a righteous punifhment of them for their barba-_ 
rous and wicked idolatry, The word ufed in the 
Greek verfion, according to Swidas °, fignifies an 
army, or a battalion of men drawn up in a quae - 
drangular form, like a brick; and in the fame — 
fenfe Fofepbus ° ufes it; hence a learned man 4con- 
jectures that David’s army was drawn up in the 
like form, through which the 4 


Ammonites were 
obliged to pafs, and as they pafied were affailed 
with darts, and killed; a like punifhment to which © 
is what the Italians call pafling through the pikes : 
and thus did be unto all the cities of the children of — 
Ammon; To the inhabitants of them ; that is, the’ 
chief, who had expreffed their joy at the illufage of © 
his ambaffadors: this he did to ftrike' terror into 
other nations, that they might fear to ufe his am- © 
baffadors in fuch like manner. This action of 
David’s thewing fo much feverity, is thought b 
moft to be done.when under the power of his luft 
with Bath-/heba, in an hardened and impenitent 
{tate, when he had no fenfe of mercy himfelf, and 
fo fhewed none ; which is too injurious to his cha- 
racter; for this was a righteous retaliation of this 
cruel people, 1 Sam. xi. 2. Amos i. 13. which may 
be obferved in other inftances, Fudg.viii. 6, 7. 1 Same -. 
xv. 33. but the charge of cruelty in David will be 
eafily removed, by following the tranflation of a 
learned * man, and which I think the words will ~ 
bear, and be obliged the people that were init to go out, 
ne, put them to the faw, to cut ftones; and to the 
iron-mines, to dig theres and to the axes of iron, to 
cut wood with ; after he had made them to pafs with 
their king, out of the city. So David and all the peo- 
ple returned unto Ferufalem ; in wiumph, and with 
great fpoil. 
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tating his death, ¥. 15—22. and which was 
brought about after this manner. Ab/alomhada ~ ° 
fheep-fhearing, to which he invited the king and 

all his fons, and to which they all came excepting 

the king, ¥. 23-27. when 4d/clom gave orders to 

his fervants to obferve Amnon when he was merry, 

and at his word fmite him’and kill him, as they 

did, ¥. 28, 29. tidings of which foon came to the 

ears of David, and thefe aggravated, that all the 
king’s fons were killed, which.threw the king into 

an agony ; but Yoxadad endeavoured to pacify him, 

by affuring him that only Amnon was dead, the 
truth of which foon appeared by the coming of the _ 
king’s fons, ¥. 30—36.. but 4b/alom fled to Gefbur 
where he remained three years, when David's hea 
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began. to, be towards him; and to long for him, 
who was to bring more evil againit him, y. 


37—39- ‘ 


y. 1. Aad it cameto pafs after this, &c.} After 
the fin of David with Bath-/beba, his repentance 
for it, and pardon of it, and the birth of Solomon 
as a token of reconciliation; yet after all this the 
divine threatnings mufttake place; they had begun 
already in the death of the child, begotten in adul- 
tery, and others here follow : that dbjfalom the fon 


yr 
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he does not ¢all her his fitter; but 4/alom’s fifter, 
to leffen his fin of unlawful love to her, which; 
being thus clofely prefled, and by a friend, he 
could not conceal. : 

¥. 5. And Fonadab faid unto him, 8c.) Being 
a fubtle man, he prefently formed a fcheme to re- 
lieve him, and open a way for the enjoyment of ~ 
what jhe defired: Lay thee down on thy bed, and 
make thyfelf fick; feign thyfelf fick, pretend that’ 
thou art fo, by lying down on the bed, and making 
complaints of one kind or another: avd when thy 


of David had a fair fifter, whofe name was Tamar ;|\father cometh to fee thee; as he quickly would, 
fhe was his fifter both by father and mother’s fide ;| after hearing of his illnefs, being very affectionate 
the mother of them was Maacab, the daughter of|to his children: fay unto him, I pray thee let my 
Talmai king of Gefbur ;. fhe was a very comely |/fer Tamar come, and give. me meat; here he is di- 


perfon, her name fignifies a palm-tree: avd Amnon) rected to call her not db/alom’s fitter, but his own, 


’ the fon of David loved her; not in.an honourable 
way, to make her his wife, but in a luftful manner, 
to make an harlot of her; he was David’s eldett 
fon by Abinoam the Fezreelite/s, ch. iil. 2. 

_y. 2. And Amnon was fo vexed, Sc.\ Dittreffed, 
ftraitned, and perplexed in his mind through un- 
ruly and unbridled lufts that raged in him: shat he 
fell fick for bis fifter Tamar, as Antiochus fon of 
Seleucus did for his mother-in-law Stratonice, who, 
to cure him of it, was delivered to him by. his fa- 
ther *: for fhe was a virgin; and fo. kept very re- 
clufé from the company of men, that he could not 
come at her; fo Philo‘, fpeaking of the Fewifh 
women, and particularly virgins, fays, that they were 
fhut up in their chambers, and through modefty 
fhun the fight of men, even thofe of their own 
houfe ; hence they are called mipdy, from a word 
which fignifies to hide; and Phocylides* the poet 
advifes to the fhutting of them up in like manner : 
' and Amnon thought it bard for bim to do any thing to 
ber; that it was difficult to have accefs to her, al- 
moft impoffible, what he defpaired of, and what, 
if attained to, would be wonderful and amazing; 
he was at his wits end how to contrive any fcheme 
to get at her, and obtain his defire. j 

¥. 3. But Amnon had a friend, &c.| ‘Though 
in the iffue his friendfhip proved his ruin: whofe 
name was Fonadab the fon of Shimeab, David's bro- 
ther ; fo that they were own coufins, the fame with 

Shammab, 1 Sam. xvi. 9. and Fonadab was a very 
fubtil man a very penetrating man into the difpo- 
fitions of men, and could judge by their counte- 
nances what they were, and the affections of their 
minds, and had a talent in forming fchemes ; he 
was wife to do evil, was wickedly cunning. 

¥. 4. And he faid unto him, Why art thou, being 
the king’s fon, lean from day to day? &c.] Or 
morning by morning”; he was the king’s eldeft fon, 
heir to the crown, fed at his table, had every thing 
to make him gay and chearful, and yet pined away ; 
his flefh wafted*, his countenance waxed wan and pale, 
and efpecially in the mornings ; in the day-time he 
met with diverfions which, in fome meafure, took 
off his thoughts from the object his mind was im- 
prefied with, but inthe night-feafon they were con- 
tinually employed about it; fo that he could have 
no reft and fleep, which made him look ruefully in 
the morning ; and this man had a fufpicion of his 
cafe, and therefore put this and the following quef- 
tion to him: Wilt thou not tell me? who am {fo 
nearly related to thee, and who have fuch a parti- 


the more to cover his ill defign upon her: and drefs 

the meat in my fight, that I may fee it, and eat it at: 
her hand ; pretending that his ftomach was very 

weak and fqueamifh, that he could not. eat any 

thing which his fervants dreffed for him, and which 

he did not fee done with his own eyes. 

¥. 6. So Amnon lay down, and made himfelf fick, 
&c.] Took the advice of his coufin fonadeb, and. 
acted according to it: and when the king was conte 
to fee him as he quickly did, after he had heard of 
his illnefs : Ai#non faid unto the king 5 who perhaps 
enquired of his appetite, whether he could eat any 
thing, and what; J pray thee let my fiffer Tamar 
come; he calls her filter, as Fonadab had directed, 
the more to blind his defign ; though it is much 
that fo fagacious a man as David was had not feen 
through it; but the notion he had of his being 
really ill, and the near relation between him and. 
Tamar, forbad his entertaining the leaft fufpicion of 
that kind: and make me a couple cf cakes in my fight 5 
heart-cakes, as the word may be thought to fignify ; 
called fo either from the form of them, fuch as we 
have with us, or from the effect of them; comfort- 
ing and refrefhing the heart: that J may eat at ber 
hand; both what is made by her hand, and re- 
ceived from it. 

¥. 97.° Then David fent home to Tamar, &c.} 
Who perhaps was not in the king’s palace, but at 
her brother /alom’s houfe, y. 20. Jaying, Go 
now to thy brother Amnon’s bhoufe; who alfo 
had a feparate houfe and equipage, being ‘the 
king’s fon, and his eldeft fon: and drefs him 
meat; fiich-as he may defire, and his ftomach will 
bear. 

y. 8. So Lamar went to her brother Amnon’s 
houfe, &c.] In obedience to the king’s commands, 
and in affection to her brother, with an innocent 
breaft, having no fufpicion of any defign upon her 
chaftity : (and be was laid down) upon a couch or 
bed in his chamber, as being fick as was pretended, 
into which fhe was introduced: and fhe took flour, 
and kneaded it; made it into a pafte: and made 
cakes in his fight; a kind of flitters of them, as in 
the Talnud”: and did bake the cakes ; or fried them 
in a frying-pan, in oil. 

¥. 9. And foe took a pan, and poured them out 
before him, &c.) Out of the frying-pan, in which 
they were, into another difh ; and ali this was done 
in his prefence, that he might fee and know of 
what, and in what manner it was made, that his 
ftomach might not recoil at it : dut be refufed to eat ; 


cular value and affection for thee: aud Amnon faid|for that was not what he wanted: aud Amnon faid, 


unto him, I love Tamar my brother Abjfalom’s fifter , 


* Seé the Univerfal Hiftory, vol. 3. p. 519. Ed. fol. 
* 9937 “PIA in mane in mane, Montanc’d. 
y 'T, Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 21. 1. 
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Have out all men from me; as if company was trou- 
blefome 


" Poem. admon. y. 203, 204. 
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blefome to him, and he wanted reft, &c. and they 
went out every man from him, at his orders, that he 

might get fome fleep, as he feemed defirous of it. 
 ¥. 10. And Amnon faid unto Tamar, Bring the 
meat into the chamber, &c.| An inner chamber, 
at a greater diftance, where they might be more fe- 


cret, and outof the reach of the hearing of any of |fuch cafes, Deut. xxii..25, 26, 27. is ne 


his domeftics: that I may eat of thine band; this 
he pretended, though his defign was of another 
kind: and Tamar took the cakes which foe had made, 
and brought them into the chamber to Amnon ber bro-~ 
ther being quite innocent herfelf, and having no 
fufpicion of a brother having any ill defign upon 
her; fhe made no fcruple of going into an inner 
chamber alone with him. 
y. 11. And when foe had brought them unto him 
to eat, &c.] Not only into the chamber, but to 
the fide of the bed or couch where he had laid him- 
felf, or fat, in a proper pofition to anfwer his pur- 
pole :. be took bold of ber; by the arm, or threw his 


hands about her: azd faid unto her, Come lie me 


ferves fhe ftood in to him, would have checked 
from making fo vile a motion, 

\y. 12. And fhe anfwered him, Nay, my brother, 
&c.] Which carried in it a reafon fufficient for 
her denial, that he was her brother, and fhe. his 
fitter, and therefore fhould not offer fuch an indig- 
nity to her: do not force me; which was another 
forbidding expreffion, fignifying fhe would -never 
freely yield to his will; and to force’ her, to defile 
her againft her will, to commit a rape upon her, 
would be very criminal indeed: for no fuch thing 
ought to be done in Tfrael; among God’s profeffing 
people, who were better taught and inftructed’; and 
to give into fuch impure practices would bring a 
difhonour upon them, and upon the religion they 
profefied ; fhe urges the honour of religion, and 
the reputation of J/rael, and the glory. of the God 
of Ifrael: do not thou this folly; as all fin is, efpe- 
cially fuch an impure and indecent action as this. 

¥. 13. And I, whither foall I caufe my fhame to 
go? &c.] She defires him to confider her reputa- 
tion, which would be loft ; was fhe to go into a cor- 
ner, into a place the moft private and retired, yet 
fhe would blufh at the thought of the ‘crime com- 
mitted ; and ftill lefs able would fhe be to lift up her 
face in any public company ; nor could fhe ever 
expect to be admitted into the matrimonial ftate ; 
in fhort, her character would be entirely ruined ; 
and as for thee, thou fhalt be as one of the fools in 
Jfrael, as the vileft and bafeft and moit abandoned 
in the nation; who ought of all ‘men to be moft 
careful of his reputation, being a prince in J/rael, 
and heir apparent to the throne: now therefore, I 
pray thee, {peak unto the king; to give me to thee 
in marriage: for be will not withhold me from thee ; 
this fhe faid, either as ignorant of the law, which 
forbids fuch marriages, or as fuppofing the king 
had a power to difpenfe with it, and rather than he 
fhould die for love, would; though fhe feems to 
fay this, and any thing that occurred to her mind, 
to put him off of his wicked defign for the prefent, 
hoping then the fhould be delivered from him; be- 
fides, fhe was not his fifter by the mother’s fide, 
and, as the ‘ews fay, was born of a captive wo- 
man before fhe was profélyted’ and married to Da- 


vid, and fo was free for Amnon*; and others fay *,| 


fhe was the daughter of Maacab by a former huf- 
band, and not by David. 


= Maimon. Hilchot Melacim, c. 8. §, 8. Kimchi in 2 Sam. xiii. 4 


* Olympiodorus apud Grotium in loc. 


11. 6a 07 Th eee 
AM | 


¥. 


a an . Z be a> 

i hae - : i 

I ® 2 3 em. 
“* 


bee 


{ : 


bai 


fo forcible, that were offered to 
being flrouger than foe, forced her; and la 
whether fhe cried out or no, as’ the’ 


might, and no body hear her and come to 
affiftance ; or fhe might not chufé to expof 
brother to his fervants. > 2c...) a as 
y.15. Then Amnon bated ber Saiaiee 
Having gratified his luft, his confcience 
for. it, that he could not bear the fight of the 
that had been the inftrument of it; and it may be 
the fharp ‘words fhe had! uded, reprefenting him as 
one of the dis in Jfrael, and perhaps the ufed — 
fharper words ftill after he had abufed her, filled. 
him with hatred to: het fo that the batrea 


as 

he had any regard to his own reputation, ‘he would » 

never have turned her out.of doors fo:fedn, “and in 

fuch a public manner; but fo it was ordered by — 

Divine Providence, that“ his fin might” be pas * 

known, and fo the murder. of hiny for it by dbfa- 

lom was brought on, and both were fuffered as acor- 

rection and chaftifement to David for his fins of 

adultery and murder, halal eee 
¥. 16. And foe faid unto him, Ther 0 caufe, 

&c.] For fuch treatment as this 2 #bi8 evihan fend= 

ing me away, is greater than the other that thou didfe 

unto me; not that this was a greater’fin, but itwas _ A 

a greater evil og injury to her, that being done fe- 

cretly, this openly; being turned ovt in that a 

manner, it might Jook\as if fhe was the aggrefior, 

and had drawn her brother into this fin, or how- 

ever had confented to it; had it been kept a fecret, 

fhe would not have been’ ‘expofed ‘to public fame - 


and difgrace, and fhe might have been difpofed of 

in marriage to another; it would ‘not -Have been: 
known to the grief of her father, tothe revenge of 
Abfalom, and to the difhonour of réligion; befides, 

the fin of Amnon might have been more eafily ex= 
cufed, if any‘excufe could be made for it, as that - 

e 


it arofe from the force. of luft, anda ftrong ii a 
affection, but this from barbarity and inhumanity : 
but be would not bearken unto ber; but'infited ipon ° 
her immediate departure. O02 2h oe 
y. 17. Then he called bis fervants that mi 
unto him, &c.| His domeftic fervants that w 
on him: and faid, Pat now this womat out] 
me; fhe not willing to depart at once, he order 
her to be put out immediately by force 5 u 
and {peaking of her in a very rude and f 
manner, calling her ¢his, leaving it to 
as they would underftand it, this bafe w 
ftrumpet, &%c. and bolt the door after be 
might not return; this was more difgrace 
¥. 18. And the hada garment of dive 
mA her, &c.] Of embroidered wor 
nade het the more obfervable, and. he 
more manifeft.. Whether this was inter\ 
threads of divers colours, or emb 
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Ch. xili. ¥. 19 —24. 
figures of flowers, animals, &c. and wrought with 
the needle, or was painted with different colours, or 


made up of pigces of various colours, is not cer: 
tain, See the nore on Ge. xxxvil. 3. but accord- 


ing to Braunius ‘it was neither, and {o the coat of 


Fofepe, but was a garment with fleeves, reaching 
down to the ancles, and pieced at the bordets with 
fringe; and indeed, garments of flowers and divers 
colours were fach as in other nations, as in Athens, 
harlots wore“, and not virgins, as follows: for 
with fuch robes were the kings daughters that were 
virgins apparelled, which they wore to diftinguifh 
them both from common people, and from married 
perions of the fame quality : then the fervants brought 
her out, and bolted the door after ber ; \aid hold on 
her, and brought her out by main force , thruft her 
out of doors, and turned the key upon her. 

¥. 19, And Tamar put afbes on ber bead, &c.] 
In token of forrow and diftrefs; fee of. vii. 6. 
and rent her garment of divers colours that was on 
ber ; fignitying that her virginity was rent from her 


in a jorcible manner, or that fhe was ravifhed: and 


laid ber kund on ber bead; through grief and fhame , 
fee Fer ii. 7. and ‘went on crying ; from Amnon’s 
houfe to her brother 4d/alom’s, as one abufed and 
injured. 

¥. 20. And Abfalom her brother faid unto her, &c.] 
Either meeting her in’ the flreet, or rather when 
come to his houfe: Hath Amnon thy brother been 
with thee? been rude with thee, and lain with thee, 
_which is the meaning of this modeft expreffion ; 
which ‘he gueffed at, having heard of her being 
fent to his houfe, and knowing his Juftful difpofi- 
tion, and feeing her in fuch a forlorn condition : 
he calls him Aminon, for fo it is in the Hebreew text, 
and not Ammon, by way of contempt, as Kimchi 
obierves : but hold now ‘thy peace, my fifter; be 
filent, take no notice of this matter, fay nothing o 
it to the king, nor any other, keep it in thine own 
breait; and make thyfelf eafy: be is thy brother, 
regard not this.thing; it is thy brother that has done 
it, and not fo re asa meaner perfon, done 
in the heat of luft; and a youthful one, and fhould 
be forgiven; befides, to divulge it would bring 
difgrace upon the whole family, and no recompence 
‘would be obtained by telling the king of it, fince 
he was his fon, his- firft-born, and heir to the 
crown; this he-faid not out of love of Amnon, but 
as defirous of gratifying private revenge upon him 
for it when opportunity fhould ferve. So. Tamar 
remained defolate in her brother Abfalom’s boufe ; not 
feeing any company, being filled with grief and 
fhame, and none applying to her as a fuitor, know- 
ing fhe.was vitiated ; .how long fhe continued here, 
or lived after this, is not certain; no mention is 
made of her afterwards. . 

y. 21. But when king David heard of all thefe 
things, 8cc.| Of Amnon’s ravifhing Tamar, and 
turning her out of doors in that inhuman manner 
he did, and of her diftrefs upon it: be was very 
wroth , withidmnon; but we read not of any re- 
proof he gave bim, nor of any punifhment inflicted 


on hip by him. ALarbinel thinks the reafon why 


he was not punifhed, was becaufe his fin was not 


cognizable by a court of judicature, nor was punith- 
able by any way; or with any kind of death inflicted 
by the Sanhedrim, as ftoning, burning, &c. nor 
even by fcourging, becaufe there were no ae. 
ot: ; e 
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but the punifhment of it was chtting off; 2. e. by 
the hand of God. The Fews fay * a law was made 
on this, that Virgins or unmarried perfons fhould 
not-be alone; forif this was done to the daughrer 
of a king; much more might it be done to the 
daughter of a private man; and if to a modeft per- 
fon, much more to an impudent one. 

¥. 22. And Abfalom {pake unto his brother Ainnon 
neither good nor bad, &c.] ‘That is, faid nothing 
at all to him about the rape of his fifter; not that 
he was fulky with him, and would not converfé 
with him at all; for then muon would have 
miftrufted that he was meditating revenge, and 
therefore would have been upon his guard; but of 
the contrary he talked freely, and in appearance 
friendly, on other things, the better to diffemble 
his hatred of him, and his deficn to avenge the in- 
jury of his filter: for Abfalom hated Amnon; or, 
though ‘ he hated him, yet he behaved in this 
manner towards him: becaufe be bad forced his fifter 
Tamar who was fo by father and mother’s fidey 
and fo near and dear unto him, and therefore re- 
fented the injury done her. 

¥. 23. And it came to paft after two full years, 
&c.| Twocompleat years‘after the rape was com- 
mitted ; fo long 4é/alom kept it in his mind, and 
was conttiving how to avenge it; he let:it alone fo 
long, that ic might be thought by the king and 
Amnon, and all the family, that it was quite worn 
out of his mind, and entirely forgotten by him, and 
therefore might the more fafely confide in him: that 
Abfalom bad fheep-foearers in Baal-bazor, which is 
befide Ephraim; though a prince, the fon of aking; 
he’had his flocks, and attended to the care of them; 
and had fhearers to fhear them at the proper time of 
the year, which it now was. The Cinefe fhear 
their fheep three times a year, in the fpring, fum- 
mer, and autumn; but the firft time of fhearing 
yields the beft wool ®.. The place of fhearing them 
was, no doubt, near where they were kept in Baal- 
hazor, in the plain of Hazor, as the Targum, and 
fo fome verfions ; which was a city in the tribe of 
Judah, Foo. xv. 25. ‘and near to Ephraim; not 
that it was a city in the tribe of Ephraim, as Fofe- 
pbusfays*; but ite was near to another city called 
Ephraim, perhaps the fame.as in 2 Chron. xiii. 19. 
and in Yohu xi. 54. it lay to the north eaft of Feru- 
jalem as you go.to Feriché, and is thought by Re- 
land* to lie between Bethel and Fericho; and ac- 
cording to Eufebius *, it was cight miles from Fe- 
rufalem ; though» Ferom ', through miftake, fays 
twenty ; and both thefe places, according to Buz= 
ting ™, were eight miles from Fera/alem; it feems to 
be the fame place that’ was fpoken of in the AG 
nab”, called Ephraim in the valley, and w is 
faid to be the fecond place in the land of J/rael for 
fine four, and might have its name from its fruit- 
fulnefs : and Abfalom invited all the king’s fons. to 


the fheep-fhearing ; that is, to the feaft which was ' 


ufvally made-at {uch times, and ftill is; fee Gew- 
XXXVill. 12g 1 Sam. xXV. 2.8. 11. 36. © « 

y. 24. And Abfalem came to the king, &c.) At 
Ferufalem, to invite him in perfon; and faid, Bes 
hold now, thy fervant bath fheep-/bearers , perfons 
employed in fhearing his fheep; and this being a 
time of entertainment and joy, Jet the king, I be- 
eech thee, and bis fervants, go with thy fervant, he 
invited the king and the whole royal family to ¢6 
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val-bazor, and partake of the thoep® 
g 3 for by bis fervants are not meant 
the king’s domettic fervants, his guard and retimue, 
but his fons, as appears by what follows. + 

yr. ag. And the king faid to Abfalom, Nay, ‘my 
fon, let us not all now go, &c.J] He did not object 


’ ‘to the invitation entirely, he was willing fome of 


» 


the family fhould go, but not all; it feems proba- 
ble that he particularly excepted himfelf and _his el- 
deft fon, the heir to his crown, for the reafon fol- 
lowing: Jeff we be chargeable unto thee; one or two 
perfons more, fuppofing them to be private perfons, 
would have added but little to the expence, if any ; 
but as David wasa king, he muft have come with 
the retinue of a king, with a large number of fer- 
vants and guards, and mutt be entertained as fuch ; 
and Amnon, his eldeft fon, and heir apparent to the 
crown, muft make a figure fuitable to his quality, 
which would have confiderably raifed the expence ; 
and perhaps Abfalom’s eftate he had to live upon 
might be but {mall, which David knew, and there- 
fore chofe not to be burdenfome to him: and be 
prefed him, urged him to go; not that he expected 
he would, or really defired he fhould, but this he 
did to hide his intention, that he might have no 
fufpicion of his defign againft Amnon; or otherwife 
he might think he would not have been fo prefling 
upon him to go with him: howbdeit he would not go, 
but bleffed bin; thanked him for the invitation he 
gave him, and wifhed him much happinefs and 
pleafure at his entertainment with his friends. 

y. 26. Then faid Abfalom, If not, &c.\ If itis 
not thy pleafure to go with me, if I cannot have 
the honour of thy company: J pray thee, let my 
brother Amnon go with us; let me have the next 
mark of honour that can be given me, the prefence 
of the king’s eldeft fon and heir to the crown; he 
feems to exprefs affection for him, and a particular 
defire of his company, as if all ill will towards him 
was removed from him, and this would be a public 
declaration of reconciliation between them: and 
the king faid unto him, why foould he go with thee ? 
he particularly, he more than any other; David 
feems to have fufpected fome defign, and it is 
ftrange he fhould not; and yet if he had, it is 
much, notwithftanding the preffing arguments ufed, 
he fhould let him go; or he might think it would 
be more expenfive to have him than the reft, and 
therefore afks why he fhould defire his company 
above all others. * 

y. 27. But Abfalom preffed him, 8cc..) Which 
one would think would have increafed his fufpi- 
cion, if he had any, or have raifed it in him ; but 
his mind was blinded, that Ammnon’s inceft might 
be punifhed, and the threatening to David and his 
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fore you leave him: fear not, have not I comma: 


ed who am your lord, the king’s fon, | nd : 
wi be heir to the crown 5 fear not, 1’ll p 


te 1; let all the blame be laid to me -if ¢ 
Pi be rable for it; you have “noth ne t 
but to obey my commands+ be courageous, ah 


- 
valiant ; thow yourfelves to be men of ¢ 
and valour, not fearing the king’s fons, or ar 4 
company, or what will be the confequences of it 
do your bufinefs effectually, o leave all with — 
me; it is very reafonably fuppofed, that Ab/alom — 
had not only in view to revenge the rape is ¥, 
fifter, but to get himfelf next heir to the crown, 


¥.29. And the fervants of Abfalom did unto 
non as Abfalom had commanded, &c.| They fmote 
him, and killed him, when he gave the word: 
then all the king’s fons arofe, from the feaft, ima- 


gining they were all defigned t flain: and 
every man gat bim up upon bis mule, and fied; 
creatures much uled in Judea inftead of horfes, - 
which though they might not be bred, might be 


ufed °. 

¥. 30. And it.came to pafs while they were in the 
way, &c.] On their road homewards, before they 
got to Ferufalem: that tidings came to David; per- 
haps brought by one who was at the entertainment, 
who upon feeing Amnen {mitten, immediately rofe » 
up and fled with the news of it to David: faying, — 
Abfalom hath flain all the king’s fons, and-there is not 
one of them left; which he might fuppofe was the 
defign of Abjalom, and was done before that time soi 
however, fo it was ordered in providence, that — 
David, that rejoiced at the news of the death of 
Uriah might be terrified with the tidings of the 
death of ali his fons ; and for a while it was as if it 
was really fo, which occafioned the following be- 
haviour in him. a i 

y¥. 31. Then the king arofe, and tore bis garments, 
&c.] In token of extteme grief and forrow, as 
Facob did when he was fhewn the coat of Fo/eph, 
fuppofing him to have been flain, as David thought 
all his fons were, Gen. xxxvii. 34. and lay on the 
earth; on the bare ground, another token of 
mourning ; fo 70d did on hearing the death of his 
fons, Fob i. 20, and all bis fervants flood by with 
their clothes rent; did as David did, in imitation® 
of him, joining with him in expreffions of forrow ; 
thefe, were his courtiers, minifters of ftate, and 
principal officers in his houfhold. . 

¥. 32. And Fonadab the fon of Shimeah David's 
brother, 8&c.] The fame that advifed Amnon to 
feign himfelf fick, to get Tamar fent to him, that 
he might enjoy her, ¥. 3. an/wered and faid ; faid 
in anfwer to the report brought to the king, which 
threw him into fuch an agony: Let not my lord fup- 


houfe be fulfilled on account of the affair of Uriah) pofe that they have flain all the young men the king’s . 
and Bath/heba : and be let Amnon and all the king’s\fons, he did not believe it himfelf, and would not 


fous go with him; if he had any fufpicion at all, 
he might chufe they fhould all go, that they might 
protect and defend him, if any attempt was made 
upon him ; or, as others think, that no exceptions 
might be taken, as might be, if Amnon sah 
alone. ~~" 
¥. 28. Now Abfalom had commanded his fervants, 
&c.}] Before he and his guefts were fet down to 
theentertainment : /aying, mark ye now, when Am- 
non’s beart is merry with wine, as he was deter- 
mined to make him if poflible, and as he fuppofed he 


would be, knowing his inclination to drink: and 


when I fay unto you, finite Amnon, then kill him; 
fmite him that he die, and be fure he is dead be- 


4 ‘ 
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have the king entertain fuch a thought, and diftrefs 
himfelf with it: for Amnon only is dead; he is very 
pofitive, and {peaks with great affurance; it looks 
as if he was in the fecret, and re of the plot 
againit dmnon’s life ; and if fo, he muft be a very 
wicked man, firft to form a heme Tr 

yon might come at Tamar to ravifh her, an 

e acceflary to the murder of him, as he 
he knew of the defign againft his life, and 
acquaint him and the king of it; and this 

confirmed by what follows: for by the ¢ 

ment of Abfalom this bath been determined, from the 
day that he forced his fifter Tomar; that is, the May- — 
ing of Amnon, the meaning is, either that 4 fe lon 7 
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ever they had’an opportunity ; or it was in ?é, 
of abfalom*, as it may be rendered ; he ufed tode- 
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yee. t ‘> 4 


had given orders to his fervants to flay oa, 
out 


clare it to his intimate friends, that it w: “pur- 
pofe and refolution of a heart to kill Ammon fome 
time or another; and this he had taken up from the 
time of his fitter Zamar’s being forced, and becaufe 
of that, of which Yonadab had intelligence by fome 
means or another ; and who fpeaks of this rape 
without any feeming emotion, as if he had no con. 
cern at all in it, 

¥. 33. Now therefore let not my lord the king take 
the thing to bis heart, &c.] Neither fuppofe it, 
nor be troubled for it: to think that ail the king’s 
fons oré dead; which was not to be thought, nor 
could any good reafon be given for fuch a f{uppofi- 
tion: for dimuon only is dead; he repeats it again 
with great afiurance, which feems to confirm the 
fufpicion of him before fuggefted ; though fome 
think he faid this not frony certain knowledge, but 
by conjecture. + * 

¥. 34, but Abfalom fied, &c.] He who pro- 
mifed his fervants protection could not proteét him- 
felf, and who no doubt fled with him; he knew 
what he had done was death by law, and that there 
was no city of refuge for fuch fort of murder as 
this, and he had no reafon to hope the king would 
fuffer fo foul a crime as this to pafs unpunithed : 
and the young man that kept the watch, lft up bis 
eyes, and looked, to the way that led from Ab/a- 
lom’s houle to Ferufalem, to fee if he could {py any 
other meffenger on the road from thence: avd be- 
hold, there came much people by the way of the bill- 
fide behind kim; that is, behind the watchman, 


who looking round him, faw them; thefe people’ forth unto 


were the king’s fons and. their atte 
being at fome diftance, the young 
difcern who they were; they did not come the di- 
rect road from 4/alcm’s houfe, but came a round 
about way, for fear, as R. Taiab rightly conjec- 
tures, left 4b/alom thould purlue, 
after them, and flay them; though others, as 
Kimchi thinks, this refers to the hili, and chat the 
fenfe is, that the watchman faw them coming from 
the way which was behind the hill, and began to 
fee them when they cameto the fide of it, which 
was the way that led to the city, furrounded by 
mountains, fee P/. cxxv..2. 


¥. 35. And Fonadab faid to the king, Bebold, the 


_ King’s fons come, cc.) For as they came nearer, 


it was plainly difcovered that they were the king’s 
fons, feen on the fide of the hill: as thy fervant 
feid, fo it is; he feems to applaud himfelf, and 
exult at his penetration and forefight. 

¥. 36. And it came to pafs as foon as he had made 
on end of Jpeaking, &c.] As foon as the above 


. words were out of his mouth: shat bebold the king’s 


fons came; into the palace, and into the apartment 
where the king was: and lift up their voice and 
wept ; not being able to tell the forrowful news 
with their mouths, but declared it by geftures : and 
the king alfa and all bis fervants wept very fore; they 
joined the king’s fons in weeping, and were t 
more moved to it by their weeping, and the ra- 
ther, fince hereby the news of Amnon’s murder 


* ‘was confirmed. 


. ¥.37. But Abfalom fled, &c.\ As before related, | 


ut here repeated for the fake of what follows : 


P mSume 15 Sy in ore Abfalom, V. L. Vatablus. 
nus, Montanus, 


or fend purfuers| then the fenfe is, that the wife 


* Trattat. Theolog. politic. ¢. 9. p. 1 
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and went to Talmai the fon of Atnmibud king of Ge- 
Jour; his mother’s father, fee ch. iii. 3. where he 
might hope for proteétion and latety: and David 
mourned for bis fon every day; or all the days, i. e. 
of the three years Ab/alom was in Gefhur, about the 
end of which he was comforted concerning Amnon, 
as the following véeries thew. Some think it was 
for Abfalom he mourned, but rather for Amnon. 
The reafon why he mourned for him, when he did 
not for his child by Bath-Soeba, who died, becaufe 
that was an infant, this a grown man, and heir to 
his crown, and was flain by the fword of his bro- 
ther, and fo fulfilled a threatening to himielf on 
account of his own fin, which hereby no doubt 
was brought frefh to his mind. 

¥. 38. So Aifalem fled, &c.] This is the third 
time it if mentioned, and tlic reafon of it here 
Abarbinel thinks is, that when he firft fled to his 
grandfather, he ufed to ftand openly in the court 
of his palace, and go with him wherever he went 
from place to place; but when he underitood that 
his father mourned fo for the death of Amnon, he 
was airaid he would fend fome perfon to lay hold 
on him, and take vengeance on him; and there- 
fore he would go no more with the king from 
place to place, but went and abode in Gejfbur al- 
ways, which was a fortified city, as it follows: 


>| and went to Gelbur, and was there three years; and 


never went out of it, until he was fetched by Fad, 
as the next chapter relates ; nor is there any thing 
in this and the preceding verfe difturbed and muti- 
lated, as Spinofa * intimates, but the whole is very 
expreffive and emphatical. 
¥. 29. And the foul of king David longed to go 
Abfalom, &c.} Yn like manner it is 
ed ? 


ndants, who, fapplied and paraphrafed in the TZ. argum, becaufe 
man could not jthe word rendered /o 


ngedis feminine; though it may 


| be ufed to denote the effeminatenefs of David's 


difpofition and carriage on this occafion. ben 
Ezra thinks the word wife fhould be fupplied, and 
of king David, the 
mother of 4d/alom, made fupplication to him to 
fend forth one of the young men to fetch Ab/alom, 
and-that by her importunity to him, the ftirred up 
a longing defire in David after him. Abarbinel 
obferves from another’ writer of theirs, that all the 
three years David was mourning for his fon, he 


went out continually to feck to take vengeance on 
Abfalom, but after that time, the mother of 4- 


falom, or Tamar his fitter, or his daughter, was 
importunate with the king, and reftrained him from 
going forth to feek vengeance on Abjalom; and 
when he was comforted concerning Ammon, that 
woman found means to reftrain him from going 
out, and he reftrained his fervants from going forth 
againft Ab/alom; and fo he obferves.the word is 
uled for withholding ‘or reftraining in P/ xl. 10. 
and this agrees with feveral antient verfions, as the 

ulgate Latin, “ King David ceafed to. perfecute 
Abjalom;” and the Septuagint, “ king David ceafed 
to go out to Ab/alom ;” and the Syriac verfion, “* and 
king David abftained from going out after Abjalom :” 


he for be was comforted concerning Amnon, feeing he was 


dead, and could not be brought back from the * 


grave, though Abfalom might be from his exile, to 
which he had an inclination; but he knew not how 


to do it, confiftent with juftice and his own 
honour. 
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4 BRS chapter relates, that Joab, perceiving 

& = David's inclination to bring back Adjalom, 
employed a wife woman of Tekoah to lay before 
him a feigned cafe of hers, drawn up by oad, 
whereby this point was gained from the king, that 
murder might be difpenfed with in her cafe, y¥. 
i—z2o0. which being applied to the cafe of 4d/alom, 
and the king finding out that the hand of Foab was 
in this, fent for him, and ordered him to bring 
Abfalom again, though as yet he would not fee his 
face, . 21—24. and after fome notice being taken 
of the beauty of 40/a/lom’s perfon, particularly of 
his head of hair, and of the number of his chil- 
dren, ¥. 25, 26, 27. it is related, that after two 
full years, Ab/alom was uneafy that he might not 
fee the king’s face,. and fent for oab, who refufed 
to come to him, till he found means to oblige him 
to it, who, with the king’s leave, introduced him 
to him, ¥. 28—33. 


¥. 1. Now Foab the fon of Zeruiah, &c.] The 
general of David's army: perceived that the king’s 
heart was towards Abjalom, and longed to have 
him returned, though he knew not how to bring it 
about with credit to himfelf, his crime being fo 
foul and worthy of death. ‘This Yoab perceived 
by fome words he now and then dropped, and by 
his conduct, not feeking by any ways and means 
to bring him to juftice, and being now reconciled 
to the death of Amnon; wherefore Foab deviled a 
way to make known to him his own mind, and the 
fenfe of the people, which would ferve to encourage 
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pofed to the king at fome diftance, that it might 
not foon and eafily be enquired into 2 and fetcht 
thence a wife woman ; one much advanced in years, 
as Fofephus fays “, whofe years had taught her wif- 
doin by experience; a woman of good fenfe, and 
of a good addrefs, apt at expreffion and reply, and 
knew how to manage an affair committed to her 5 
and among other things, perhaps, was famous for 


acting the part of a mourner at funerals, for which 


fometimes women were hired ; however, fhe was. 
one that was talked of for her wifdom and pru- 
dence, and Yoab having heard of her, fent for her 
as one for his purpofe:. The Hews *fay, that Te 
koab was the firft place in the land of J/rael for oil, 
and becaufe the inhabitants were much ufed to oil, 
wifdom was found among them : and faid unto ber, 
I pray thee, feign thyfelf to be a mourner ; a woman 
of a forrowful {pirit, and in great diftrefs, and fhew 
it by cries and tears: and put on now mourning-ap- 
parel; black clothes, fuch as mourners ufually 
wore: and ancint not thyfelf with oil; as ufed to be 
done in times of feafting and rejoicing, to make 
them look fmoth, and gay, and chearful,vand of 
which there might be much ufe at Tekeab, if fo 
famous for oil; dut Leas a woman'that bad a long 
time mourned for the dead, her countenance pale and 
foul with weeping, her mourning clothes almoft 
worn out, &e. ed 
¥. 3. And come to the king, &c.} At his palace, 
in the above condition and.circumftances: and [peak 


on this manner unto him, fomething to the follow-. 


ing purpofe he dictated to. her: fo Foab put the 


_ him to reftore him; and the rather Foab was. in-| words into ber. mouth; the fubftance of what fhe 


clined to take fuch a ftep, as he knew it would] fhould fay ; the fable fhe was to deliver as her own 
cafe, might'be framed by oab, and which fhe de- — 


eftablifh him in the king’s favour, and ingratiate 
him into the affection of Ab/alom, the next heir to 
the crown, as well as pleafe the people, whofe dar- 
ling he was. Though Abarbinel is of opinion 
that Yoad proceeded upon another view of things, 
not becaufe he faw the heart and affection of David 
were towards Abjalom, but the reverfe; that tho’ 
David reftrained himfelf and his fervants from 
going out after db/alom, yet Foab knew that the 
heart of the king’ was again{ft him, and that his 
heart was to take vengeance on him, though he 
did not go out to feek him; he perceived there 
was ftill enmity and hatred in his heart to take 
vengeance on Abjalom, and therefore he took the 
following method to remove it, and reconcile his 
mind to him, and fo the Targum, ‘‘ and Foad the 
fon of Zeruiab knew that the heart of the king was 
to go out againft db/alom ;” and it may be obferved, 
that when Joad had fo far prevailed upon him as to 
admit him to bring him back to Feru/falem, he 
would not fuffer him to fee his face, nor did he for 
two years after. 

y. 2. And Foab fent to Tekoah, &c.} Which 
Kimchi fays was a city in the tribe of Aber, and 
others inthe tribe of Benjamin, but it feems. rather 
to be in the tribe of Fudah, 2 Chren. xi, 5, 6, ac- 
cording to Jerom*, it was twelve miles from Feru- 
falem, though in another place ‘ he fays it was, but 
nine ; of this place was Amos, and fome think * the 
woman after-mentioned was his grandmother. | It 
was proper to lay the fcene of the affair to be pro- 


* Proem. in Amos, & Comment. in Jer. 6. 1. 
Heb. in 2 Reg, fol. 78. 1. * Antiqu. I, 7. ¢. 8. §. 4. 


5. not one that was feparated from. her huf 


ae 
* De loc, Heb. in voce Elthei, fol. gt. B. 


livered word for word exaétly as he put it, and the 
application of it; but as he’ knew not what quef- 
tions the king would afk her, fo he could not dic- 
tate to her what to reply, unlefs he fuppofed this 
and the other, and fo formed anfwers; but this he 
left to her prudence, and for the fake of which he 
chofe a. wife woman to manage this affair, ~~ 

¥. 4. And when the women of Tekoah fpake to the 
king, &c.] .Or after fhe had fpoken to him, being 
introduced by oad, as is probable; when fhe had 
faluted him with God fave the king, ‘or may the 
king live, or fome fuch like expreffions: foe fell 
on ber face to the ground, and did obeifance; to him. 
as her king, in reverence of his majefty: and fata, 
Help, O king; fignitying that fhe was m= great 
diftrefs, and came to him for affiftance and deli- 
verance. + ip i Be 

¥. 5. And the king faid anto her, What aileth. 
thee? &c.} Or what is thy cafe? What is the 
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condition, and. what the ‘circumftances thatithou . 


art in, which require help and. affiftance®  inti- 
mating that, he was ready to.grant a no . 
thereof; however, he was ready to hear w 
had to fay :: and fhe anfwered, I am indeed a 
woman; of a truth a widow,’ as the Targus 
was really one, a widow indeed, asin 1 Tim, 


he being, alive, or divorced fromhim on any ac 
count; and therefore fhe adds, and mine hufb NG 
is dead and has been a long times this th e faid t 
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move the pity and compaffion of the king, who as jfhe had reprefented it, he would give orders that 
the fupreme magjitrate in God’s ftead, was a fa-|fhe fhould not be difturbed, or be obliged to deli- 


ther of the ‘fatherlefs, and the judge of the wi- 
dow. ; 1 oat . 

¥. 6. And thy handmaid had two fons, &c.| Two 
are obferved, that her cafe might {uit with Amnon 


and Abfalom ? and they two firove together in the 


field ; they quarrelled and fought in the field, where 
there were no, witneflés of what they did to each 
other; whereby fhe would fuggeft that Amnon 
was killed inthe Geld, of which there were no wit- 
nefits, and therefore 4/a/om ought not to die ; where- 
as it was in 4d/alom’s houfe, at his table, and where 


_ the reftof the king’s fons were; prefent, and wit- 


nefles of it: and there was none to part them, 
which had there’ been, might have. prevented the 
fad difafter ; this, as darbinel thinks, is pointed 
at David, who when muon forced Tamar, did 
not correct him for it, nor feek to make peace be- 
tween the brethren, and hence followed what had 
happened : but the one fmote the other, and flew 
him ; as fay the accufers of him that is living ; 
for the fable fuppofes there was none with them ; 
however, fhe fuggetts, as theabove writer obferves, 
that one gave the firft- blow, and fo was the ag- 
greflor; and that he that was fmitten’rofe up in 
his own ‘defence, and in his paffion flew him that 
fmote him ; which is obferved to leffen the crime, 
and to intimate that 4mnon was the agerefier, who 
firft began the-fin and quarfel, in ravifhing Tamar, 
and fo reproaching 44/alom; and therefore his blood 
was upon his own head, ' 

¥. 7. And behold the whole family is rifen. againfi 
thine handmaid, &c.] Who had fheltered her fon, 
that flew his brother, from the avenger of blood ; 
and not only the next akin, the avenger of blood, 
but even all the kindred and relations of the de- 
ceafed, thofe of her hufband’s family rofe up as 


_ One man, demanding juftice : and they faid, deliver 


him that {mote his brother, that we may kill bim for 
the life of bis brother whom he flew ; pretending 
great regard to the deceafed, and a zeal for juftice, 
when the main thing aimed at was to get the inhe- 


ver up her fon, and that he fhould be fafe from thofé 
that fought his life. 

¥. 9. And the woman of Tekoab faid unto the 
king, my lord and king, &c.] With much vehe- 
mence, and yet with great refpect, fearing an in- 
quifition into her cafe; which it would not bear, 
being a fable, and being very defirous of having 
fentence on it immediately pronounced : the iniquity 
be on me and on my father’s boufe; let the crime be 
imputed to me and my family, and punifhment 
inflicted on us for it, if I have mifreprefented the 
cafe; told lies, and deceived the king : ad the king 
and bis throne be guiltlefs,; let neither he nor his 
kingdombe charged with any fin, or fuffer anyda- 
mage on that account: or elfe the fenfe is, fuppo- 
fing that the king through much bufinefs fhould 
forget and neglect this affair; and her fon fhould 
be put to death, through the violence and rage of 
the family ; then fhe wifhes, that the fault and pu- 
nifhment of fuch negleé&t, might not fall upon the 
king and his kingdom, but upon her and her fa- 
mily:.in this form fhe put it, for the honour of 
the king, and becaufe fhe'would not be thought to 
wifh illto him and his kingdom; yet tacitly fug- 
gefts, that fhould this be the cafe, he and his king- 
dom muft expect to anfwer and fuffer for it. 

¥.10. And the king faid, whoever faith ought 
unto thee, &c.| Demanding her to deliver up her 
fon to juftice, and reproaching her for not doing 
it: bring bim tome; give him in charge to a proper 
officer to be brought before me, and Pll chaftife 
him for it: and be foall not touch thee any more ; 
give her any farther trouble, by words or deeds. _ 

y. 11. Then faid foe, I pray thee, let the king re- 
member the Lord thy God, &c.) Who is a God gra- 
cious and merciful, and imitate him in fhewing 
mercy to the diftreffed; pityingtheir cafe, having 
compaffion upon them, and relieving them, as fhe 
hoped he would.commiferate her cafe, and provide 
for the fafety of her fon. » Some think fhe defires 
not only to give his word, but his oath, for her 


«Iwill give charge concerning thee , intimating that 
“he would enquire into her cafe ; and if it was 


ritance into theirown hands, as appears by what|fon’s fafety ; remember ‘the Lord thy God ; i. e. 
follows: and we will deftroy the heir alfo;  andjmake mention of him, as men do when they fwear 
hereby fhe would infinuate to the king, that the}by him ; fwear to me by the Lordthy God : shat 
reafon why the reft of the king’s fons  fpake thou wouldft not fuffer therevengers of blood to deftroy 
again{t Abjalom to him, and ftirred him up to pu-|any more, left they deftroy my fon , or, from multiply- 
nifh him with death, was becaufe he.was heir to themg the avenger of blood °; that there might not rife 
crown, and they thought by removing him  tojone after another to deftroy her fon ; her meaning 
make way for themfelves : and fo they fhall quench\is, that the king would fwear to her, and give out 
my coal that is left; fhe had but one fon, as fhe]a general prohibition, an univerfal edict, that no 
reprefents her cafe, who.was like a coal left amongjone fhould flay her fon; otherwife if only the 
afhes, in the ruins of her family; the only one tojavenger of blood that was next of kin was forbid- 
fupport her, keep alive her family, and bear up|den, others would rife up one after another, fo that 
and continue her hufband’s name ; and as the Zar-|he would never be in fafety : aud be faid, as the Lord 
gum, ‘they feek to kill the only one that is|/veth ; if fhe defired an oath, he granted her re- 
left ;”’ and fo” the family be extinét : and foal not|queft, and {wore by the living God: shere fhail not 
leave to my bufband neither neme nor remainder upon\one bair of thy fon fall to the earth ; fo far fhall 
the earth ; fhould he be delivered’ up to them and|his life be from being touched, or taken away, that 
lain; but herein the fable or apologue. differed|the leaft hurt fhall not be done him, as this pro- 
greatly from the cafe it was intended to reprefent ;} verbial expreffion fignifies. 
“for had Ab/alom been put to déath, as the law re-] . ¥ 12. Then the woman faid, let thine handmaid, I 
“quired, David had ions enough to inherit shis|pray thee, [peak one word.unto my Lord the king, &c. | 
rone, and keep up his name. Having gained her point, and gotten a decreefrom _ 
-  ¥.8. dad the king faid to the woman, go to thine|him confirmed by, an oath, that her fon though he 
boufe, &c.} Go home and make thyfelf eafy ; and|had killed his brother fhould not die ; fhe proceeds 
to accommodate the parable, and apply it to the 
ale of Abfalom, and improve it in his favour: and 
1 ewe 
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he faid, fay on ; gave her leave to fay what fhe had/and perhaps fhe may tacitly have refpect to David 
farther to obferve to him ; fee Luke vii. 40. -{bimfelf, who had been guilty both of murder anc 
¥. 13. Wherefore then baft thou thought fuch ajadultery, either of which deferved death > and et. 
thing againft the people of God, &c.] That they }God had not taken away his life, but in his great — 
would be fo wicked as to flay my fon, or that they|mercy had fpared him ; and therefore fince he hac 
are the people of God that would flay Adfalom ;|received mercy, he fhould’ fhew it : or Goe 
people fo cruel could not be reckoned fuch, as the| ot taken away his foul or life ; the life of 
king’s fons ; fo Abarbinel; who gives it as the he had not cut him off himfelf by his imm 6 
{-nfe of Epbodeus, that by the people of God are} hand, nor fuffered the king’s fons to take away his 
meant Adfalom, and his. men; or Abfalom only,| life, nor any other to feize upon him, and bring 
one man being fometimes called people, Exod.\him to juftice, whom David might have employ ; 
xxi. $. and fhe expoftulates with the king how he] but had’ by his providence protected and preferve 
could entertain {uch a thought, as to feek to take}him ; fo that it feemed to be his will and pleafure, 
away his life, when he had fo fully expreffed him- that he fhould not be put to death : yet doth he de 
felf in her café on behalf of her fon, who had] vi/é means that bis banifbed be not expelled from bits 5 wit 
flain his brother: or rather the meaning is, why|from his word, worfhip, and ordinances, as 4b= 
‘he fhould think of doing fuch a thing as this, fo|/a/om was; and by protecting him by his provi- 
contrary to the will of the people of J/rael, the|dence, it looked as if it was his will, and he would — 
people of God, who would be greatly offended and} find out ways and means for bringing him back to. 
grieved at it; fo contrary to their wifhes, which his country, his father’s court, and the fanctuary of f 
were to fee him fetched back from an heathenifh|the Lord ; even as by the law concerning the ci- 
court and country, where he was in danger of be |ties of refuge for the manflayer, provifion was 
ing corrupted, and to be reftored to his father’sjmade that at thedeath of the high-prieft the exile 
favour and to his country, that he might beupon|perfon might return to his-country, ~ a, 
the fpot at his death, to fucceed in the throne and ¥. 15. Now therefore that I am come to foeak of 
kingdom; for the provocation that Ab/alom had} this thing unto my lord the king, &c.| Of thecate 
to kill Amnon, had greatly leffened the evil in the of Ab/alom, under a feigned one of hers’: itis e= 
efteem of the people: for the king doth fpeak this\caufe the people have made me afraid ; having heard 
thing as one which is faulty; he contradiéts and of their whifperings, murmurings, and uneafinefs ” 
condemns himfelf, in fwearing that her fon who}among them, becaufe Ab/alom was not fent for 
bad killed his brother fhould not die, nor an hair|home,' fearing there’ would be an infurre€tion inthe 
of his head be hurt, but fhould be in the utmoft}nation, or an invafion of it by Abjelomatthere= . 
fafety ; and yet he fought to put his own fon to}queft of his friends; in which he might be fup-— 
death for a like crime, as the next claufe explains it:|ported by the king of Ge/bur ; or however that. 
in that the king doth not fetch home again bis banifhed ,|difputes would arife about the .fucceffion, at the — 
meaning Ab/alom, who was in a foreign country, death of David; on thefe accounts fhe determined — 
an exile, andin danger of falling into idolatry ; not}to fpeak to the king, and hint them to him in the — 
daring to come home, left his father fhould order|manner’ fhe had done; though fome underftand” 
him to be put to death; and which he might juft-| this of the difcouragement the people Jaid her under,’ 
ly fear ke would, fhould he return without leave, | telling her the king would not hear her ; neverthe= 
fince he fought not by any means to fetch him |lefs fhe was refolved to make trial: and thy band- 
back. maid faid, I will now fpeak unto the king , it- may 
y.14. For we muft needs die, &cc.] As all muft,|2e the king will perform the requeft.of bis handmaids 
herfelf, the king, and his fons, ‘and indeed all|not only with refpect to her own fon, as feigned 5 — 
men, this.is the common cafe and lot of men; | but with refpect to Abjalom, the grand thing ihe 
particularly fhe infinuates that David muft ‘die, and] view.» ew, OO eg i 
that there muft be a fucceffor named, and perhaps], ¥. 16. For the king will hear, 8c.) She was ful- sy 
a difpute would arife about one ; which might be|ly perfuaded of it, as now he had heard her: #0 de= 4 
fatal, if 4b/alom was not recalled in his life-time ,|4ver his handmaid out of the hand of the man that 
and that.4mnon mut have ‘died in a little time if would deftroy_me and my fon together out of theinbe- 
he had not been killed by his brother ; and Abjalom,|ritance of God; he had given his word and his 
he mutt die alfo quickly, and therefore what fig- oath, that he would deliver her fon from the aven=\ _ 
nifies taking away his life ; he may as well live'a]ger of blood, that neither he nor any other fhouldi — 
little longer ; this however plaufible, was but bad|deftroy him; which would have been the deftrucs 
reafoning in the cafe of a malefactor : ‘amd are as|tion of her and her whole family out of the land! ~ 
evater fpilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered\of Irael, the land which God had chofen for hist 
up agein ; which finks into the earth, and can’t|inheritance, and had given to the people of J 
be got out of it again ; fo men when they die, are}tobetheirs ; and fince the king had heard her, 
buried in the earth, and can’t be gathered’ or re-|granted her this favour, fhe doubted not but 
ftored to life again, until the refurre€tion of the|he would deliver his own fon from death, and 
dead ; and fince muon is dead, and he can’t be} {tore him to the inheritance of the land, 
brought to life again, itis beft to be eafy, and not}might worfhip the Lord God of his 
feék to take away the lifé of another ; which is to] which’ he was now deprived. Pine 
bring him into the fame irrecoverable ftate and con-|  ¥. 17. Then thine handmaid faid, the « 
dition : neither doth God refpet? any perfon ; the\lord the king fhall now be eomfortable, 8 
words in the original are, God doth not take away ret; what will give eafe and fatisfaction j 
ihe foul or life? ; of every offender, but fpares them}to her, but to all che people of Trael, v 
notwithftanding the crimes they have committed ;|fhall’ hear of the king’s intention and r 
and therefore it became the king to be fparing and| bring back Abfalom : for asvan angel of 
merciful to offenders, and particularly to his own fon ;| my lord the king ; as they are very wile, kn 
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and underftanding creatures, fo was David: to dif jmind of the people with refpect to Abfalom, or to 
cern good and bad; to hear both the one and thejreprefent to me the propriety of fending for him 
other, and to difcern the difference between them,}home: go therefore bring the young man Abfalom 
and chufe and purfue what is right, as inall other|again; I give ‘my confent to it, and you may fend 
things, fo in the prefent cafe : therefore the Lord for him, or fetch him as foon as you pleate ; it is 
thy God fhall be with thee; as to counfel and advife,|thought he calls him a young man, to extenuate his 
fo to affift in performance, and to profper and fuc-|crime, that it was done in youthful heat and paf- 
ceed ; the Targum is, ** the Word of the Lord thy|fion, and therefore he fhould pafs it over. 
God fhall be for thine help.” ¥. 22. And Foab fell ta the ground on his face and 
¥. 18. Then the king anfwered and faid unto the| bowed bim/elf, &c.] Or bowed fo low as. to the 
woman, 8.1 Underitanding plainly what fhe}ground, in reverence of the king: and thanked the 
meant by all this, that the cafe fhe brought was alding ; for giving him leave to fetch 4/2/om home, 
feigned one, and that the intention of it was tofas if it was a favour done to himfelf: or biefed* him ; 
let him Know the fenfe of the people with refpectiwifhed all happinefs and profperity might attend 
to Abjalom, and the recall of him :\ hide not from |him, in confequence of this grant, which he knew 
me, I pray thee, the thing that I fhall afk thee, he}would be acceptable to the people : and Foab faid, 
fufpected that this was not a fcheme of her own, |to-day thy fervant knoweth that I have found grace 
but fome confiderable perfon had formed it, and|in thy fight, my lord, O. king, in that the king hath 
made ufe of her to execute it, which was what he|fulflled the reque/t of bis fervant ; he might prefume 
defired'to know: and the woman faid, let my lord|upon this, that as the king had given orders at his 
the king now foeak , afl what queftion he pleafes, Ijrequeft to recal 4d/alom, who had murdered his 
am ready to anfwer. brother, which was tacitly giving him a pardon ; 
¥.19. And the king faid, is not the band of Foab|{fo he would forgive him the murder of Abner, and 
with thee in. all this? &c.|] That is, is not this!think no more of it; fince he perceived now, 
doné by the advice, affiftance, and direction of|which he had not fo clearly perceived before from 
Foab ? did not he form this fcheme for thee, and!/that time, that he found grace in his fight, or 
dire&t thee to this method, and put thee upon|fhared in his favour and good-will, as now -he faw 
profecuting it 2 and the woman anfwered and faid,\he did. 
as thyfoul liveth, my bord the king ; whatlam about] y..23. So Foab arofe and went to Gefbur, &c.] 
to fay is as fure as thou art alive ; though this may] Where 4d/alom was with his grandfather, the king 
be only a with, that he might long live and bejof the place; fee ch. xiii. 37, 38. and brought Ab- 
happy ; nothing is more defireable than thy valua-|/a/om to ferufalem , from thence, which according 
ble life: mone can turn to the right hand or the left\to Bunting‘ was the diftance of 88 miles from 
from ought that my lord the king hath fpoken , he has|it, 
hit upon the truthof the matter ; there is no dif-} y. 24. And the king faid, &c.] Very probably to 
fimulation or prevarication to be ufed; the thing|¥oab, when he informed him of Abfalom’s being 
cannot be denied : for thy fervent Foab he bade me,icome to Ferufalem : let him turn to bis own houfe ; 
and put all thefe words in the mouth of thine band-\depart from the king’s palace, where Foab had 
maid ; he fent for me, and laid his commands on brought him, and go to his own houfe, which 
me, and directed me what to fay to the king, and|was in Yerufalem , for here he had one, before he 
how to conduét this affair. fled to Gefhur ; fee ch. xiii. 20. and let him not fee 
y. 20. To fetch about this form of fpeech bath\my face, which he ordered, partly to fhew his de- 
thy fervant Foab donz this thing, 8cc.| Feigned ajteftation of the crime he had been guilty of, and 
ftory in fuch form and manner, as had been deli-|fome remaining refentment in his mind at him on’ 
vered to'the king, that it might be accommodated|account of it; and partly for his credit among: 
and applied to the cafe of Abjalom, and to transfer}fome of the people at leaft, who might think it 
it in a figure to the king, to ufe the apoftle’s phrafe,was a crime fo great as not to go unpunifhed, 
1 Cor. iv. 8. and my lordis wife, according to the though others were of a different mind ; andalfo 
wifdom of an angel of God; as not only to under-|for the greater humiliation of b/2lom, who, the 
ftand the defign of this fable or parable, but of|king might think, had not been fufficiently hum- 
fuch fagacity and penetration, as to find out the|bled for his fin, or had not truly repented of it: /o 
author of it; and even 70 know all things that are| Abjalom returned to bis own boufe, and faw not the 
in the earth , either in the whole world, or rather|king’s face ; in obedience to his father’s orders. 
in the land of Hrael; and it isto be underftood not} y. 25. But in all Ijrael there was none to be fo 
of all aétions natural and moral done by menin it,|much praifed as Ab/alom for his beauty, &c.] Which 
which would be to afcribe omnifcience tohim; butlis obferved to account in fome meafure for the in- 
of all political things, all things refpecting civil go-|tereft he had in the affections of the people, both 
vernment ; that he had fuch a fpirit of difcerning/now and hereafter : from the fole of his foot to the 
of men and things, that nothing could be faid or|crown of bis head, there was no blemifhin him , not 
done, or fcheme formed, but he got intelligence ofjany fpot, freckle, wart, fcurf, or fcab; nothing 
it, and infightintoit; and which was carrying the|deficient or fuperfluous in him no difproportion of 
compliment toa great height. parts, nor any difagreeable feature ; but an entire 
yy. 21. And the king foid unto Foab, &c.] Wholfymmetry, and perfect comelinefs, which made him 
‘was prefent, or but at a little diftance, waiting the|very refpectable. ‘The Ta/mudiffs* make him to be 
iffue of this affair: dehold now I have done this\of a gigantic ftature. 
thing ; have agreed to recal Abjalom, at the fuit of] \¥. 26. Azd when he polled his head, &c.] Or cut 
this woman, which thou haft put her upon; or ac-loff the hair of it; for that was one thing, a good - 
cording to the textual reading, thou baft done thisjhead of hair which he had, that made him look 
thing ; contrived this {cheme, to let me know thelvery comely and beautiful: for if was at every 
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year’s end that be polled it, or cut it off once a year; 
but the Yews fay” he was a perpetual Nazarite : 
becaufe the hair was heavy uponbim, and ‘therefore he 
polled it , it grew fo very thick and long in one 
year’s time, that he was obliged to cutit ; and 
what might add to the weight of it, its being oiled 
and powdered ; and, as fome fay, with the duft of, 
gold, to make it look yellow and gliftering : be 
aweighed the hair of bis bead at 200 foekels, after the 
king’s weight ; and a fhekel being the weight o 
halt ‘an ounce of averdupois weight, as bifhop 
Cumberland* has fhewn from various writers, the 
weight of his hair muft be 100 ounces’; which was 
a. very great weight indeed on his head. Some 
think, that the price it was fold at, and not the 
weight of it, is meant; which they fuppofe was 
fold to women for ornament about their temples, 
and the money given either to the poor, or for the 
ufe of the fanctuary; and reckoning a fhekel at 
two fhillings and fix-pence, as fome do, the value 
of itcame \to 25 pounds of our money ; but the 
above-mentioned writer” reduces it to about two 
fhillings and four-pence farthing ; which makes 
the value fomewhat lefs ; but inafmuch as it is not 
_ fo probable, that a perfon of fuch rank fhould fell 
his hair, nor does it appear that any fuch ufe was 
made of hair in thofe times as fuggefted ; and this 
being faid to be according to the king’s weight or 
ftone, by which all weights were to be regulated, 
it is beft to underftand this of the weight, and not 
of the price of his hair ; which, according to 7o- 
fephus*, was 5 pounds ; but, according to the 
above account, it muft be fix pounds and a quar- 
ter. The Jews fay* this weight was according to 
what the inhabitants of Tiberias and Zippore uled, 
but don’t tell us what it was. 
y¥. 27. And unto Abfalom there were born three 
fous, 8c.] Who, very probably died young; and 
the rather it may be thought fo, fince their names 
are not given, and more efpecially fince it is faid 
that 4z/alom had no fons, and therefore erected a 
pillar to keep up the remembrance of his name ; 
unlefs it can be thought that that was fet up before 
he had any fons, which is not fo likely ; fee ch. 
xviil. +8. and one daughter whofe name was Tamar ; 
and whom he named after his Sifter Tamar, who 
was ravifhed by dmnon ; the Septuagint verfion in 


, 


fome copies adds,. “¢ and fhe became the wife of|him to fee his face, would not be fo manifeft 


Rebodoam, the fon of Solomon, and bore to him 
Abia ;” and fo fays Fofepbus®; fee 1 ‘Kings xv. 
22, 2 Chron, xi. 20. foe was a woman of a fair 
coantenance ; as was her aunt, after whom fhe was 
named, ch. xiii, 1. by this it appears; that fhe 
lived to woman’s eftate, though the fons of db/a- 
low died young, : 
‘y. 28. So Abfalom dwelt two fullyears in Ferufa- 
lem, &&c.} After his return from Gefbur : and faw 
not the king’s face ; all that time; which was owing 
either to the king’s refentment of the fa¢t commit- 
ted by him, or to ftate- policy. Ce ae 
y. 29. Lherefore Abfalom fent for Foab, to have 
Jent bim to the king, &c.| To introduce him into’ 
his prefence, being uneafy to be thus confined at 
his own houfe, and not fuffered to come to court : 
but he would not come to him, knowing the king’s 
mind, and being unwilling to difoblige him by a 
troublefome folicitation : and when be fent again the 
Second time, he would not come, knowing his bufi- 
nef3 with him and perhaps between the firft time 
of his fending and this, he had founded the king 
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about it, and found it was not agre 
admit him to accefstohim as yet,” 
is ferva 


¥. 30. Therefore be faid unto b Is, 8 . 
That did his bufinefs for him in the field, in keep 
ing his flocks, and tilling his ground: ee 

eid is near mine; for great perfonages 

days, attended to hufbandry : and be hath barley 
there, go and fet it on fire ; it being ripe, and fo 
capable of being fired, and therefore muft be fome 
time in March cr April, when barley-harveft be- 
gan ; he ferved Joab as Samfon did ic. 

Fudg. xv. 4. which fhews him to be a bold 


revengeful,' and ungrateful man, to ufe his 


s16) 


and the general of the king’s army, after this 
manner : and Abfalom’s fervants fet the field on fires 
as their mafter had bid them, and’ which is no 


mand, they would not ftick at bur ing Foab’s 
field, when he bid them do it; fee « 1. Xili. 28, 

y. 31. Then Foab arofe, and came to Abfalom un- 
to bis boufe, &c.| Provoked at what he had done, 


and to know the reafon of it ; and which _ vas @ 
fwering Abfalom’s end: and faid unto bim, where- 
‘ore have thy fervants fet my field on fire ? which 
was not only injurious to his property, but a mali- 
cious action. . . Pdi cies 
y. 32. And Abfalom anfwered Foab, &c.] Nei- 
ther denying the fact, nor being afhamed ae nor 
afking pardon for it ; but endeavouring to” ‘indi- 
cate it, by giving a reafon as he thought fufficient 
forit: behold, I fent unto thee, faying, come bitber, 
that I may fend thee to the king ; which was affu- 
ming great authority over a perfon in fuch an high 
office as Joab was ; had He been king, he could 
not have ufed more, to fend forhim, and com- 
mand his attendance, and fend him on what errand 
he thought fit, as here: to fay, wherefore am I 
come from Gefbur ? why did the king fend fore ? 
why did not he let- me alone, where I was? to 
what purpofe am 1 brought hither, fince Tam not 
admitted to court? it had been good for me, to 
have been ¢here till ; and better, where he lived in 
a king’s court, and had honour and refpeét fhewn 
him, fuitable to his rank ; and where he had his. 
liberty, and could go where he pleafed; and where 
this mark of his father’s difpleafure, not fufferi g 
as 
here, and fo lefs difgraceful to him: now therefore 
let me fee the king’s face, thatis, {peak to the king, 
and intercede for me, that I may fee his face ; which 
he was fo. importunate for, not from afk ion to 
the king ; but that being at court, he mighi 
able to ingratiate himfelf among the court 
others, and carry the point which his am 
prompted him to, fupplant the king, and 
crown: and if there be any inigoy 1 me 
kill me ; fignifying he chofe to die, rath 
live fuch a life he did: -but of being 
he’ was not much afraid ; preforning 
his innacence, thinking that th 
brother was no crime, - becaufe he we 
had ravithed his fifter, and for it ougl t tod 
fince juftice was delayed, and not done ‘hit 
‘committed no iniquity in putting him t 
and partly on his father’s affection to h 
‘he was fenfible of ; at leaft he had reafc 
he would not now put him to death; 
defigned that, he would have ordered it be 
fince he had had him fo long in his hands, 
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_ ¥. 33. So Foab came to the king, and told him, 
&c.] What 4d/alom had faid to him: and when 
he had called for Abfalom; fent meflengers to his 
houfe to order him to come to him: he came to 
the king, and bowed bimfelf on bis face to the ground 


before the king ; made a very reverend bow to him, 


CHA 


8 Bedies chapter relates, how that Ab/alom by 
various artful methods ftole away the hearts 
of the people of J/rac/, ¥.1—6. that pretending a 
vow he had made, he got leave of the king to go to 
Hebron to perform it, ¥. 7, 8, 9. where he formed 
a confiderable confpiracy, ¥. 10, 11, 12. of which 
David having information, thought it advifeable 
to depart from Feru/alem, both for his own fafety, 
and the good of the city, which he did with his 
family, and guards, and much people, ¥. 13—18. 
though he would have perfuaded IJ¢tai the Gittite 
to have returned, but could not: prevail upon him, 
¥. 1923. however, she fent back the priefts and 
the Levites with the ark, left any hurt fhould come 
to that, ¥. 24—29. and as he and the people went 
up the mount of O4ves weeping, it was told him 
that bithophel was among the: confpirators, on 


\ 
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according to the cuftom of thofe times, throwing 
himfelf at his feet in great fubmiffion to him: and 
the king kiffed Abfalom , in token of his reconcilia- 
tion to him; which laid the foundation of his 


after-troubles from him, related in the following 
chapters. 


Be nds 


is, of one of the cities of the tribes of J/rael, and 
not of a city of another nation. 

¥. 3. And Abfalom faid unto him, &c.| After 
fome farther talk, and finding he had a fuit atlaw 
to bring on, and either feeing it drawn up in wri- 
ting, or hearing his account of it, at once declared, 
without hearing the other party: /ee, thy matters 
are good and right ; thy caufe is a good caufe, and 
if it could be heard by proper perfons, there is no 
doubt but things would go on thy fide, and thou ~ 
wouldft carry thy caufe: du¢ there is no man de- 
puted of the king to bear thee; the king is grown 
old himfelf, and his fons are negligent, and don’t 
attend to bufinefs, and there are none befides them 
appointed to hear caufes; and he fuggefted, as 
appears by what follows, that he was not in com- 
miffion, but if he was, or fhould be appointed a 


which he put up a prayer that his counfel might|judge, he would attend to bufinefs, and people 


be infatuated, ¥. 30, 31. and Aufbai the Archite 
coming to him at that juncture, he fent him back 
to Ferufalem to defeat the counfel of Abithophel, 
and to fend him. word: by the priefts what he 


fhould not go away after this manner, without hav- 
ing juftice adminiftred unto them. 

¥. 4. Abfalom faid moreover, 8&c.] To the fame 
perfons, at the fame time: ob that 1 were made 


fhould hear, there from time to time, ¥. 32—37. |judge in the land, by which it appears that he had 


¥. 1. And it came to pafs after this, &c.} Af- 
ter the reconciliation of David and Ab/alom, and 
the latter was admitted to court again: that Abfa- 
lom prepared him chariots and borfes ; to make him- 
felf look grand and refpectable among ‘the peo- 


ple ; perhaps he got thefe from his grand-father at| 


_ Gefhur in Syria: and fifty men to run before bim ; 
which added to his pomp and magnificence ; and 
fuch great perfonages in after-time have had; Nero 
the Roman emperor never went a journey with lefs 
than 1000 calafhes, and a great number of men 
that ran before him,‘ : and this was tacitly fetting 
himfelf up. for king, at leaft preparing for it, as 
Adonijah afterwards did in the fame way and man- 
ner, 1 Kingsi. 5. if itl ads 
¥.2. And Abfalom rofe up early, &c.j« Every 
morning, to, fhew how:diligent and induftrious’ he 
fhould be, and, clofely apply himfelf to’ bufinefs, 
was he in any office.under the king, and efpecially 
when he fhould. be king himfelfs. this he did. to ‘in- 
gratiate himfelf into the affeétions of the’ people : 
and ftood befide the way af the gate, either’ of the 
king’s palace, fo Fofepbus*, or:of the city, where 
courts of judicature are sheld: the. former feems 
mott probable by what follows: and it was fo, that 
when. any man that bad a controverfy came to the 
king for judgment ,; that had a controverfy with an- 
other man on any account, and came to the king 
to have it decided according to law, or the rules 
of juftice and equity : shen Abfalom called unto him, 
and faid, of what city art thou? which queftion he 
afked, only to lead on to fome further difcourfe : 
and be faid,, thy fervant is of one.of the tribes 5 that 


* Suetonius in vit. Neron. c. 
Myrothec. 1. 3. ¢. 34. col. 964. 


‘Vou. I. N°. 19. . 


30. Vid. Senece, Ep. 87. & 123. 
§ Antiq. 1.7. 6.9. §. 1, 


no office under the king ; partly either becaufe of 
his crime, and fo not thought fit, and partly be- 
caufe he appeared to be an ambitious afpiring man, 
and fo it was thought not fafe to put him into any 
office: that every man that hath any [uit or caufe 
might come unto me, and I would do’ bim juftice; at 
once, without any farther trouble, or coming often, 
and in vain, and to no purpofe. 

¥. 5. And it was fo, that when any man came 
nigh to him to do him obeifance, 8ec.]° To pay his 
refpects, and bow to him, as being the king’s fon, 
a prince of the blood, and heir to the crown, as 
was fuppofed’: he put forth bis hand, and took him, 
and kiffed bim; he put out his hand and fhook hands 
with him; or took him about the neck and kiffed 
him, ‘and by this free, familiar, affable, and cour- 
teous manner, ftrangely won ‘upon and gained the 
affections of the people, as follows. Fortanatus 
Schacchus * thinks, he put forth his hand to be kiffed 
by them, and then kiffed them, which was’ more 
than was ufual. ; 

yt. 6. And in this manner did Abfalom to all Ifrael 
that -cameé'to the king for judgment, &c.] Told 
them’ theré’ was none to be had, wifhed that he 
was in Office to adminifter it to them, and behaved 
in ‘the “above loving manner towards them: /o 
Abfalom ftole the bearts of the men of Ifrael, got 
the affections of the people in a private and clan- 
deftine manner, and robbed the king of them, who 
had the beft right unto them. 

y¥.7. ‘And it came to pafs after 40 years, &c.] 
Or four years’ fo long it was from the reconcilia- 
tion of Abfalom to David, as Fofepbus‘fays and 
fo read Theodoret on the place, the Syriac and ‘ine 
| i¢ 
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ic verfions : but fome fay it was either forty years howbeit, doubtlefs many of them were drawn into 


from the time J/a¢l firft had a king; and which it when got thither ; and as thefe may be fuppoled. 


might be an era of reckoning with the Fews, as to be fome of the principal men ot Ferufalem, 


the era of Seleucide was with the Greeks, on the}was a great weakening of Davia’s intereft, and laid 
like account ; or from the time Sa/ flew the priefts|a. confiderable foundation for Abfelom to begin 
at Vos, as Ferom® ; or from the time of David’s|upon. |: oa Se 
being anointed by Samuel, or this was the year of} y.12. And Abfalom fent for Abithopbel, the Gi- 
Abfalom’s age, or of David's reign: but thefe,|/omite, Davia’s counjellor, &c.|] To advife with 
and other attempts made to account for this paf-jabout this treafonable affair he was engaged in, 
faye, are not entirely fatisfactory; and therefore one/and to get out of him David’s fecrets, who was 
may be tempted to conclude there muit be a mif-jreckoned the beft counfellor in the land; and he 
take in the copy, of Arbaim for Arba, forty for|might rather hope he would come to him, <f. 
four; wlilich makes it quite eafy, and, confirms|was the grandfather of Bath/beba, as fay the ews, 
the firft fenfe: that Abjalom faid unto the king,\ch. xi. 3. and xxiii. 34. fince he might be difguft> 
I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have\ed with:and refent David’s adultery with Bathfheba’ 
vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron, not what he vowed|his grand-daughter, and the murder of her huf- 
in Hebron ; for according to his own account he|band Uriah: him he fent for, from bis city, even’ 
had vowed it in Ge/bur, as in the following verfe ;|from Gilob , a city in the tribe of Fada, in the 
but his requeft is, that he might pay it in Hebron ;) mountainous part of it, near to Hebror, where Ab- 
which place he fixed upon, being his native place,|/alom now was; and; according to Bunting*, 20 
and where David was anointed king; and which,|miles from Yerujalem, fee Fofb. xv. 48, 51, 54. 
being about 20 miles from Yerufalem, was at a pro- |while he offered facrifices ; not Abithophel, but Abfa- 
per diftance to lay the fcene of his confpiracy in,|/om, his peace-offerings at Hebron, to which he? 
and bring it to perfection, ; invited Ahithopbel to come and partake of : andthe. 
y¥. 8. Lor thy fervant vowed a vow while I abode|con{piracy was firong; or there was a great num- 
at Gefbur ia Syria, &c.] When at his grand-fa-|ber in the confpiracy, who were affembled toge- 
ther’s court there: faying, if the Lord will bring|ther : for the people increafed continually with fa- 
me again indeed to Ferufalem, which he might be|/om ; being drawn to him by the comelinefs of his’ 
fincerely defirous of : then I will ferve the Lord ;|perion, his affable behaviour, the pomp and mag= 
but it is a queftion, whether he ever made a vow|nificence in which he appeared, the. great number 
to this purpofe, or concerned himfelf about ferving|of the principal inhabitants of Feru/alem with him,’ 
the Lord; but it rather may be, this was a lie of|and he the king’s:eldeft fon, and fo heir to the’ 
his, now framed in order ta get leave of the king|crown; whereas it might begin to be rumoured’ 
to go to Hebron. about, that David defigned Solomon, a fon of Bath: 
¥. 9. And the king faid unto him, go in peace,\fbeba, a young prince, to be his fucceffor, which 
&c.]. He gave him leave to go, and wifhed hap-|did not mect with general approbation at firft. — 
pinels and profperity might attend him : /o be arofe| | . 13. And there came a meffenger to David, &c.] 
and went to Hebron, with acompany of men,whote|Perhaps one of the 200 that went with Ab/alom,’ 
number is:after mentioned... |, ignorant of his defign; which, when difcovered,: 
¥. 10. But Abfalom: fent Jpies thraughout-al] the\he difapproved of, and got away from him, and: 
vand of Trael, &c.] To found the difpofition of|came to David, and informed him how things! 
the people towards him, to infinuate things into|were: faying, the hearts.of the men of Ifrael are af- 
their minds. in favour of him, .and to improve|ser Abfalom, to make hiny king. ; 
every opportunity of recommending him to their) . ¥..14. dnd David faid unto all his fervants that 
efteem and affections : faying, as.foon.as ye hear\were with him at: Ferufalem, 8ec.] ‘\Hiscourtiérs’ 
the found of the trumpet in any place; and which|and minifters of ftatey the officers of his ‘houfholdy 
it is probable he employed men to found in many|as many of them as were with him in ‘the citys’ 
places :. that ye fhall Jay, Abfalom reigneth in Hebron ;\for fome of them very probably were in’ the coun= 
which is the.caufe of the trumpet’s founding ; and|try, as_Abithophel was, and fome might be along 
by this means they would learn how the people|with 4/alom, whom he had invited.tovhis peace=' 
ftood affected to him, whether the news was grate-|offerings : ari/e,\ and let ds flee; it is much-thata 
fulor.no. .., : man. of fuch courage and valour as David, thould’ 
v.11. And with Abfalom went 200 men out of\be fo intimidated: at once, \as to meditate'a flight 
Jerufalem, that were called, &c.] Invited by him|as foon as he heard of a confpiracy forming againft 


to go with him, and partake of his peace-offer-|him :, for, we /hail not ele efcape from Abfalom ; his . 


ings, as the paymentof his vow in Hebron; part|fears ran. fo high, that he fancied he would ‘be 
of which was. made a feaft.of for -his, friends,| upon, them prefently : make peed to nthe eh 
whomfoever he fhould think fit to invite, as he|overtake-us /uddenly ; which ftill mote.clearly tho’ 1S 
did to. the number of .200, and for the entertain-|the panie-he was in::)and bring evil uponius 5 kill 
ment of whom a large provifion ought to be made ;|them, or make themprifoners: aud fmite the city 
the Fews* have a. tradition, that he had leave of|with the edge of the. fword; the inhabitants of it, 
his father only to invite two to go with him,.and| fhould they make refiftancess  § 4s 4 
that. he afked two more unknown to the firft, and]. y. 15. And the king’s fervants faid unto the king, 
fo on, two after two, until they amounted to two|&c.} .In -anfwer to him, and to fhew that the 

hundred : and they went in their fimplicity ; to par-|were quite conformable tohis:pleafure : debold, tb 

take of the feaft of the peace-offerings, to which| /ervamts are ready to do whatfoever my lord the king 
they were invited ; being quite harmlefs and up-\/ball appoint; or choofe*, whether to prepare to 
right in their intentions, having no thought of dif- fight, and defend him and the city,\ or to, depart 


Joyalty and rebellion in their breafts: and they|and make their efcape. 


knew not any thing; of an intended confpiracy ; WY Gattaage 
. ; : Pare 
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y.16. And the king went forth, &c.] Which 
determined the cafe : and all his houfbold after him ; 
his family and his court 5 they followed his exam- 
‘ple, and attended him in his flight : and the king 
left ten women, which were concubines, to keep the 
houfe ; not to defend it, which they were unable 
to do, but to look after the houfhold-goods and 
furniture, that they were not damaged by the con- 
fpirators ; though one would think they could be 
of little fervice, and may wonder what he fhould 
leave them behind for ; but this feems to be ordered 
by the over-ruling providence of God, to bring 
about what was threatened him, ch. xii. 11. and 
it is much he had not thought of it; but it was 
hid from his eyes that it might be fulfilled. 

yy. 17. And the king went forth, &c.] From Fe- 
rufalem, which is repeated, that it might be ob- 
ferved in what a hurry and fright he was: and ail 
the people after bim; his family, court and fer- 
vants, and as many of the people of Feru/alem as 
chofe to go with him: and tarried at a place that 
was afar off; when they had got at fome diftance 
from the city, they ftopped and ftayed a while ; it 
could not be a great way from it, for they had not 
as yet pafled over the brook Kidron, y. 23. 


¥. 20. Whereas thou came but yefterday, &c. ] 
From Gath, or from an expedition he and his men 
had been on; foould I this day make thee go up and 
down with us? wander up and down from place 
to place with David, when he was but juft come 
off a journey, weary and fatigued : feeing I go whi- 
ther I may; where it will be moft {afe for me, I 
know not where; may be obliged to flee here and 
there, which would be very inconvenient to /tfai in 
his circumftances : return thou, and take back thy 
brethren the 600 men. under him, and whom 
David could ill {pare at this time, and yet con- 
fulting their eafe, advifes to return to feru/alem 
with them: mercy and truth be with thee; the 
Lord fhew mercy and kindnefs to thee, in that 
thou haft fhewn favour and refpect to me, and 
and make good all his promifes to thee, who haft 
been true and faithful to me. 

¥. 21. And Ittai anfwered the king, and faid,. 
&c.] With an oath, as follows: as the Lord liv- 
eth, and as my Lord the king liveth, which he took 
to confirm what he after fays, and to put an end to 
the debate between them : furely, in what place my 
lord the king fhall he, whether in death or life, even 
there alfo will thy fervant be; fignifying that he 

¥.18. And all bis fervants paffed on befide him,\ would attend him where-ever he went, hazard his 
&c.]} Or at his hand or fide; his houfhold-fervants | life in his caufe, and live and die with him. 
walking perhaps fome on one fide of him, and| y.22. And David faid unto Ittat, go, and pafs 
fome on the other, fee ch. xvi. 6. and all the Che-\over, &c.] It being his refolution to abide with 
rethites, and all the Pelethites ; which were his body-|him, he urged him no more to depart, but bid 
guards, fee ch. viii. 18. and all the Gittites, 600|him pafs over the brook Kidron before him: and 
men which came after him from Gath ; which either | Ittai the Gittite paffed over, and all his men; the 
came with him from Gath, when he conquered that | 600 Gittites that were under his command : and all 
city, and took it out of the hands of the Pdiliftines, | the little ones that were with him, that belonged to 
ch. viii. 1. compared with 1 Cron, _xviii. 1. and|him and his men, and no doubt their wives alfo, 
who might become profelytes, and be incorporated} y. 23. Aud all the country wept with a loud voice, 
into the commonwealth of J/rae/, and into David’s|&c.] The people that came out of the country 
army, a troop of men, of which Itai, after-men- | villages round about, upon the report of the king’s 
tioned, was captain; or elfe thefe were J/raelites,|leaving Ferufalem, becaufe of his fon’s confpiracy 
fo called, becaufe with David they fojourned in|againft him; thefe wept when they faw him in 
Gath a while, when he fled from Saul ; and fo Yo-|the circumftances in which he was, obliged to fly 
fephus' {ays, they were companions of him in his |from a rebellious fon: and all the people paffed over ; 
firft flight, when Saul was living; and this number |the people that were with David pafled over Kidron, 
is juft the number of the men that were with him }and fo the Cherethites and Pelethites: the king alfo 
at Gath, 1 Sam. xxvii. 2, 3. and it may be David! him/elf paffed over the brook Kidron ; this explains 
kept a troop of men always of the fame number, | what place it was they paffed over, which is not 
to whom he gave this name in memory of them, |before mentioned, but is particularly named in the 
having been a fett of trufty and faithful men to|]account of the king’s pafling over it ; over which 
him: thefe, with the Cherethites and Pelethites,\fame brook the Meffiah, his antitype, paffed a lit- 
paffed on before the king; in this form and manner |tle before his fufferings and death ; of which brook 
David and his men marched in their flight. fee the note on Fobn xviii. 1. It is often by Fofe- 

¥. 19. Then faid the king to Ittai the Gittite, &c.]| phous” called a valley, fometimes a brook, it hav- 
Who was over the band of Gi##ites, the 600 men, |ing. little water, except in winter; Mr. Maundrel" 
¥. 22. wherefore gocft thou alfo with us? one fhould|fays, it ran along the bottom of the valley of 7e- 
think the king fhould not have difcouraged any | Aofbapbat, a brook in the winter-time ; but with- 
from joining and following him, when his num-jout the leaft drop of water in it all the time, fays 
bers were not very large, and he in fuch fear on|he, we. were in Jerufalem; and fo Reland°, that 
account of Ab/falom : return to this place; to Feru-|in fummer-time it ceafes to be a river, and has the 
falem, where his ftation was: and abide with the\name of a valley ; and Le Bruyn fays?, it is at pre- 
king 5 with Abfalom, who fet himfelf up for king, |fent dried up; it runs along the valley of ‘ebo- 
and whom the people perhaps had proclaimed as| /bapbat, and is not above three paces broad; it has 
fuch in Hebron, where the confpiracy began: for}no other but rain-water, which flows from the 
thou art a ftranger, and alfo an exile , not a native| adjacent hills: and all the people paffed over to the 
of J/rae/, but of another nation, and at a diftance| way of the wildernefs; which lay between Feru/a- 
from it, and therefore not altogether under the] /em and Jericho. 
fame obligations to attend David in his troubles as} y.24. And lo, Zadok alfo, &c.}. The prieft, as 
others were; and by this it feems that he was alhe is called, ¥.27. and all the Levites were with 
Gittite by nation, whatever the 600 men were, and| sim; with Zadok, or with David, and indeed with 
rather favours the firft fenfe given of them in the|both; but the former is rather meant here, being 
preceding verfe. ' the immediate antecedent : Dearing the ark of the 
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covenant of God; thefe were the Kobathite Levites, 
whofe bufinef§ it was to bear the ark when carried 
from place to place, Numb, iil, 31. and iv. 15. 
and vii. g. called the ark of the covenant becaufe 
the law, which was the covenant between God and 
the people, was put into it: and they fet down the 
ark of God; from off their fhoulders, on which 
they carried it: and Abiathar went up; who was 
the high-prieft, and whofe bufinefs it was to attend 
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” 

grefs they have made, .whether come to Yerufalem, 

and how they behave there, if come; or of any | 

thing relative hereunto, he could get intelligence . 

of. , 7 ’ j . Da My ; 
‘y.29, Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ; 

ark of God again to Ferufalem, &c.] Thatis, or- ~ 

dered it to be carried, and took care that it was. 

carried, by the Kohathite Levites, and they them- 

felves attended it: and they tarried there ; at Feru- 


the ark, and enquire before it, as occafion required} /alem ; though their two fons that went with them 


he went up very probably to the mount of O/ives, 
after-mentioned : uwtil all the people had done paffing 
out of the city, for from the top of that mountain 
he could fee the city of Yerujalem, and the peo- 
ple as they pafled out of it, and obferve when 
they were all come out, or however ceafed com- 
ing, and fo knew when it was a proper time to 
march forward. 

¥.265. And the king faid unto Zadok, carry back 
the ark of God into the city, &c.] The reafon of 
which is not eafy to account for,‘ fince being car- 
ried back, it would fall into the hands of the con- 
{pirators; and now the priefts were with it to take 
care of it, and there might be occafion to enquire 
at it before the Lord; but David thought it bein 
a facred thing would not be violated by 4b/alom 
and his men, and that it would be fafeft in its own 
habitation or tabernacle, which David had built 
for it; for, that the reafon of it fhould be, what 
Procopius Gazaeus faggefts, cannot be given into, 
that he could not bear to carry about him the law, 
which accufed of adulteries and murders: if J 
foall find favour in the eyes of the Lord; if he will 
appear for me, be on my fide, and deliver me from 
thofe who have rifen up againft me: he will bring 
me again , to Ferufalem, and to his palace there: 
and foew me both it, and his habitation; the ark, 
and the tabernacle he had erected for’ it, ch. vi. 


17. 

fy 26. But if he thus fay, I have no delight in 
thee, &c.| As a king, or in his temporal profpe- 
rity, though he might and had delight in him as 
a chofen veffel of falvation; as a faint and child 
of God, and in his fpiritual and everlafting wel- 
fare : behold, here am J; his humble fervant, ready 
to be, and do and fuffer whatever is his pleafure : 
let him do to me as feemetb good unto him ; ftrip me 
of all the enfigns of royalty, difpoffefs me of my 
crown and kingdom, and ‘difpofe of me, as feems 
good ‘in his fight; who is a fovereign being, and 
has a right to do with his creatures what he pleafes. 

y.27. And the king faid unto Zadok the prieft, 
art not thou a feer ? &c.} A prophet, as well as 
a prieft, fee 1 Sam. ix. 9. or a feeing, knowing 
man, one that can penetrate into men and things, 
and fo might be of more fervice to David at fe- 
rufalem than with him’: wherefore he faid to him, 
return; into the city in peace; to the city of Feru- 
falem with peace, quietnefs and fatisfaction of mind; 
where he doubted not, at leaft hoped’ and wifhed, 
he would be in fafety-and profperity, being one of 
the Lord’s’ priefts: and your two fons with you, 
Abimaaz'thy fon, and Fonathan the fon of Abia- 
thar; the one was of ‘the line of Eleazar, and the 
othet of the line of [thamar: mis: 

¥.28. See, I will tarry in the plain of the wil- 
dernefs, &c.)~ Towards the way of which; David 
and the people went, when they came over Kid- 


von, ¥.23. until there come word from you to certify | 


me; of ‘the truth of the confpitacy, of the num- 
ber of the confpirators, and who they are, what pro- 


4 Vid, Solerium de Pileo, §. 2: p. 14, 19: 


‘had Reard what hé had to fay, and what ti 


entered not into the city, but ftayed at a place cal- | 
led Ex-rogel, at fome little diftance from it, ch. 
XVil. 17. . 5. 
¥. 30. Aud David went up by the afcent of mount 
Olivet, &c.] So called from the olive-trees that 
grew upon it, which is often mentioned in the 
New Teftament, and where our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
the antitype of David, often was, in his ftate of 
humiliation, and from whence he afcended to hea- 
ven after his refurrection; it was about a mile from 
Ferufalem, to the eaft of it: and wept as be went 
up ; thinking perhaps of the wickednefs and re- 
bellion of his fon, of his own hard cafe to be 
obliged to quit his metropolis and palace, anc 
make his flight afoot; and perhaps alfo of his own 
fins, which were the caufe of his calamities: and 
had his bead covered; with his mantle, with which he 
enwrapped himfelf as a mourner, ch. xix. 4. fo 
the Egyptians ufed to. cover their heads in mourn- 
ing, and the Romans in after-times*; fo Megara 
in forrowful circumftances is reprefented as having 
her head covered with a garment’: and he went 
barefoot ; in token of mourning alfo, and like one 
forlorn, and going into captivity, fee //, xx. 2. 
Mic. i. 8. and all the people that was with bim, co- 
vered every man his head, as David did, and in 
imitation of him, and fympathizing with him; and 
which was fometimes done when men were afhamed 
and confounded, er. xiv. 3,4. and they went up ~ 
weeping as they went up; the mount of Ofsvet, 
grieved for their king, and the diftreffés and cala- 
-‘mities that were coming upon them,’ y 
¥. 31. And one told David, &c.|. “That came: 
either from Hebron or from Yerufalem: Abithophel 
is among the confpirators with Abjalom, Abjalom 
fent for him, and it feems he came to him, and 
continued with him, fee y.12. and David faid, O 
Lord, I pray thee, turn.the counfel of Abithophel into 
foolifhnefs ; either fuffer him to give.foolifh countel, 
or confound the fchemes projected by him, and 
let them not be. carried into execution; for God 
can, and fometimes does, difappoint crafty coun- . 
fellors, that they \can’t.petform what they devife 
but they are taken in their own craftinelfs, and their 
counfel is carried headlong, Fob v. 125 13. this 
prayet was anfwered,. ch. xvii, 14,23... ... 
“¥. 32. And it came to pafs, that when David pas 
come 16 the top.of the mount, &c.] -OF the. nouht 
of Olives: where he worfhipped God, by orayer and 
praife ; here very probably he conioted and ‘fung 
the bird. pfalm, which,,‘as\ the title fhews, was 
made when he fled from: Abfelem * bebal , Hufbai 
the Archite came to‘meet BRN oh his coa ; nt, a 
earth upon his head, in token 6f mourning, a 
asa bringer of bad tidings, fee ch. i 
he was an inhabitant of, 4rchi, at leaft origi 
which lay on the borders’ of ‘the tribe of Ephraim 
Joo. xvi. 2. from whence he had hi ‘i ‘ae 


¥. 33. Unto whom David faid, &c. 
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he brought: if thou paffeft on with mex it uy 
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march and flight : thet thou foalt be a biyden to me ;\lom’s court : therefore it fall be that what thing fo- . 
being to be maintained by hirhs and Devid having |ever thou shalt hear out of the king’s houfe; Abfa- 
but feanty provifions, and fo Could not receive|/om’3, who had now got pofféffion of the houfe and 
ufelefs perfons, as Hufhai might be, perhaps an|palace of David: thou fhalt tell it to Zadok and 


old man, that could be of no fervice to him, and| Abiatbar the priefis ; to whom he might have re- 
unfit for travelling, and fo would rather be an hin- 


drance than an help unto him. : 
-y. 34. But if thou return to the city, &c.] To 
the city of Yerufalem, from whence it feems he 
came: and fay unto Abfalom, I will be thy fervant, 
O king; as he was by ufurpation, and by the pro- 
cclamati6n of the people with him. David directs 
him to addrefs him thus, that he might have no 
fafpicion of him, having been an old friend of his: 
as I have been thy father’s fervant hitherto ; per- 
haps in the character of a couniellor, as it fhould 
feem, fince as fuch he was afterwards employed by 
Abfalom: fo will 1 now alfo be thy fervant ; in 
whatfover thou fhalt pleafe to employ me under 
thee : then mayeft thou for me defeat the counfel of 
Abithopbel ; for being taken into Ab/alom’s fervice, 
and made one of his counfellors, he would be 
privy to the advice of Abitbepbel, and fo be able 
to counter-work him. 
yw. 35. And haft thou not there with thee Zadok 
and Abiathar the priefis? &c.| To affift in form- 
ing fchemes directly oppofite to Abithophel’s, or to 
whom he could communicate the fecrets of Ab/a- 


courfe without fufpicion, pretending he had bufi- 


'|nefs with them as priefts, on religious accounts, to 


offer facrifices for him, €c. 
¥. 36. Bebold, they have there with them two 


fons, Abimaaz, Zadok’s fon, and Fonathan, Abiathar’s 


fon, &c.] As in y. 27. not that they were in the 
city with them; but they were near ‘it, ch. xvii. 
17. with whom they had a communication: and 
by whom ye foall fend unto me every thing that ye 
can hear; that is, -by:the fons of the pricfts ; he 
telling the priefts how things were at court, and 
they fending their fons with meflages to David ; 
which was a good fcheme to get intelligence, and 
eafy to be put into execution. 

¥.37. So Hufbai David's friend came into the 
city, &c.] The city of Ferufalem, by the direc- 
tion and perfuafion of David, and in obedience to 
him, in order to ferve him to the uttermoft: and’ 
Abfalom came intoFerufalem , jatt at the fame time ; 
fo that he knew not that Hu/bai had been out of 
it, and been with David, and which_alio appears 
from what he faid to him, ch. xvi. 17. 


Oi thee Poon XVI. 


i ie this chapter is an account of Ziba, the fer- 
iL vant of Mephibofbeth, getting his inheritance by 
mifreprefentation of him, and by prefents to Da- 
vid, y.1—4. and of Shimei’s curfing David as he 


might be revived, and they be able whether to ight 
or march. ; 

¥. 3. And the king aid, and where is thy mafter’s 
on? 8ec.] The fon of Saul, who was Ziba’s maf- 


pafled along, which David bore patiently, and|ter, meaning Mepbibofheth : and Ziba faid unto ibe 
would not fuffer others to avenge it on him, ¥.|king, be abideth at Ferufalem ; as there was reafon 
5—14. and of Hufbai’s offer of his fervice to 4d-|for it, fince he was lame of both his feet, though 
falom, who admitted him to be of his privy-coun-|he could have rode upon an afs, and followed the 
cil, ¥. 15—19. and of the counfel which 4bitho-|king, as he propofed to do, but his fervant de- 
phel wave, ¥. 20—23. ceived him, and carried off the affes to ferve a pur- 
pofe for himfelf, fee ch. xix. 26. for be faid, to- 
$1. And when David was a little paft the top|day fall the houfe of Ifrael reftore unto me the king- 
of the hill, &c.] Of the mount of Olives, the|dom of my father; his father Sau; which was far 
afcent of which he is faid to go up by, and to come|from his thoughts, and a moft wicked fuggeftion 
to the top of it, ch. xv. 30, 32. behold, Ziba, thejof his fervant to blacken his character, and get his 
fervant of Mephibofbeth met kim; of whom fee ch.jeftate from him ; nor was there the leaft probabi- 
ix. 2. with a couple of affes faddled, and fo fit to\lity of the kingdom coming to him, but all the re- 
ride on, but for the prefent he ufed them to another|verfe ; for let it go how it would with David, Ab- 
purpofe : and upon them 200 loaves of bread; 100\falom, and not Mepbibofbeth, ftood fair for the 
on each afs very probably : and an 100 bunches of \kingdom. 
raifins ; ot dried grapes, as the Targum: and 100| y. 4. Then faid the king to Ziba, behold, thine are 
of fummer-fruits; not in tale, but in weight, as ja// that pertaineth to Mepbibofbeth, &c.| Being 
apples, peats, plumbs, apricots, &c. fo the Tar-|forfeited to the king by an overt-act of treafon, as 
gum, an hundred pound of figs: and a bottle of\they had been before by the rébellion of J/bsafheth, 
wine ; a cafk or flagon of wine; for a bottle, fuch|but had been gracioufly reftored to Mephibajheth ; 
as is in ufe with us, would have fignified nothing {and had it been true what Ziba fugeefted, it would 
in fuch a company. have been a righteous thing to have taken them 
y. 2. And the king faid unto Ziba, what meaneft\from him ; though it feems to be too hafty a ftep 
thou by thefe? &c.\ Are they tobe fold, or are|in David to take and give them away without far- 
they prefents ? and Ziba faid, the affes be for the|ther enquiry : and Ziba faid, I humbly befeech thee, 
king’s boufbold to ride on; for himfelf, his wives|that I may find grace in thy fight, my lord, O king s 
“and children, his courtiers, and the principal offi- |he had found favour already, but feems not to be 
cers of his houie; it being ufual in thofe times and/|fufficiently thankful for it, and fatisfied with it, 
countries for great perfonages to ride on affes, fee|but craved more and other favours, when oppor- 
Fudg. v.10. and the bread and fummer-fruits for\tunity fhould ferve. 
the young men to cat; the king’s menial ‘fervants,| y.5. And when king David came to Baburim, 
his guards and his foldiers : and the wine, that fuch|&c.| The Targum is, Alemath, perhaps the fame 
as be faint in the wilderne/s, ‘may drink, where no|that is faid to be a city of the Levites, given unto 
water was to be had, that their fainting fpirits|them out of the tribe of Benjamin, 1 Chron. vi. 60. 
Vor. I. N®. 19. ; yol. for 
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for the man next deferibed, who was of this place 
was.a Benjaminite, ch. xix. 16. fee the note on ch. 
iii. 16. David was not yet come to the city itfelf, 
biit into the neigibourhood of it, the fields adja- 
Cent to it: bebold, thence came out a man of the 
foinily of Saul, a defcendent of a branch of his fa- 
mily, who had entertained a private grudge and 
fecret enmity againft David, to whom he imputed 
the fall of the family of Saul: whofe name was 
Shimei, the fon of Gera, which might be a name 
common in the tribe of Benjamin, one of Benjamin’s 
fons being named Gera, Gen. xlvi. 21. Some fay * 
he was the fame with Nedat, the father of Fero- 
bcem; but he was of the tribe of Ephraim, this 
of Benjamin: he came forth, and curfed till as be 
came, he came out of Baburim, of which place he 
was, and all the way he came, continued curfing 
Lavid, until he came near unto him. 

¥.6. And he caft fiones at David, and at all the 
fervants of king David, &c.) Not that he was 
within the reach of them, or could hurt them, by 
cafting them at them ; but this he did to thew. his 
contempt of them, and to intimate, that they de- 
ferved to be ftoned, and efpecially David, at whofe 
adultery he might point by it: and all the péople, 
and all the mighty men were on bis right-hand, and 
on bis left, that is, of David; which is obferved, 
not fo much to indicate the fafety of David’s per- 
fon, as the impudence and madnefs of Shimei, to 
caft ftones at David when fo guarded. 

y. 7. And thus faid Shimei, when he curfed, come 
out; come out, &c.| Or rather, go out, go out*; 
that is, out of the nation, where he deferved :not 
to live, as: he judged, and out of the kingdom 
which he had ufurped, as he fuppofed; and the 
repeating the words, not only denotes his velte- 
ment defire to have him gone, but the hafte he 
fhould make to get out, or he was liable to be over- 
taken by Abfalom and his forces ; upbraiding him 
alfo with the hurry he was in, and the fpeedy flight 
he was making: thou bloody man, and thou man of 
Belial ; or wicked man ; perhaps referring by thefe 
characters in the one to the murder of Uriah, and 
in the other to his adultery with Bath/beba; and 
thefe crimes coming frefh into David’s mind _here- 
by, might make him more mild and humble under 
his reproaches. 

¥.8. The Lord hath returned upon thee all the 
blood of the houfe of Saul, &c.] Which he would 
fuggeft was fhed by David, or however, that he 
was the caufe of its being fhed ; as if he had ftir- 
red up the Philifines to that battle in which Sau/ 
and his fons were flain, and had an hand {fecretly 
in the deaths of Jhbofheth and Abner, all which 
were falfe infinuations ; and it may be the feven fons 
of Saul before this time, though after related, were 
delivered into the hands of the Grbeonites tobe 
hanged, to which refpect may be had : ia whofe 
Stead thou baft reigned, not by right, but by ufur- 
pation he fuggefts : and the Lord bath delivered the 
kingdom into the band of Abfalom; in this he feems 
to contradi& himfelf; for if David had got the 
kingdom by ufurpation, it would rather have been 
delivered by the Lord into the hand of one of 
Saul’s family, and not of David’s: behold, thou 
art taken in thy mifchief ; punifhed for his fins ; the 
mifchicf he had brought on others was retaliated 


to him: becaufe ‘thou art a bloody man; guilty of |fo bore an ill will to David becaufe of his fuc 


flaying, as the Targum, of fhedding innocent blood, 
and fo worthy of death. 


* Hieron. Trad. Heb. in 2 Reg. fol. 79. B. 
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A aged 
9. Then faid Abifoai the fon of Zeruiah unto, a 
the king, 8cc.] A fifter’s fon of his, and agene= 
ral in the army, who could not bear to hear the = 
king abufed in this manner: why fhould this dead. 
dog curfe my lord the king ? be fuffered todo it with 
impunity ; a dog he calls him, becaufe of his vile- 
nefs and bafene{s, and. becaufe of his impudence,. 
and on account of his reproachful and abufive lan-— 
guage, aptly fignified by the fnarling and barking. ° 
of a dog; and a dead dog, as being ulcleis, de- 
teftable and abominable: /et me go over, I pray, 
thee, and take off bis bead, go over the plain where _ 
David and his men were, to the hill on which Sdi-, _ 
mei was, and ftrike off his head with his fword; | 
which he could eafily do, and foon put an.endto — 
his curfing. ln ip oat 
¥.10. And the king faid, what have 1 todo with 
you, ye fons of Leruiah ? &c.| It feems as it Joab, 
the brother of Abifbai, joined with him in this— 
requeft to have leave to take off the head of . 
Shimei; and though David had to do with them 
as his relations, his fifter’s fons, and as they were. 
generals in, his army; yet in this cafe he would 
have nothing to do with them, would nottaketheir 
advice, nor fuffer them to take revenge on this 
man for his curling him: or what is it to me, or 
to you ? * what fignifies his curfing, it will neither 
hurt me nor you? /o let him curfe; go on curling 
after this manner; don’t reftrain him from it, or’ 
attempt to ftop his mouth: or, for be will curfe™; 
fo is the textual reading; you will not be ableto 
reftrain him, for the following reafon: becaufe the 
Lord bath faid unto him, curfe David; not by 
way of command, or a precept of his; for to carie 
the ruler of the people is contrary to the word and ., 
law of God, Exod. xxii. 28. nor by any operation 
of his Spirit moving and exciting him to ir; for 
the operations of the Spirit are to holinefs, and~ 
not to fin; but by the fecret providence of God 
ordering, directing and over-ruling all cireumftances 
relative to this affair. Shimez had conceived enmity | 
and hatred to David; God left him to the power of 
this corruption in his breaft, opened a way in provi- 
dence, and gave-him an opportunity of exercifing 
it on him: it was not a bare permiffion of God~ 
that Shimei fhould curfe David, but it was his will, 
and he ordered it fo in providence, that he fhould 
do it; which action was attended with the pre- 
determined concourfe of divine providence, fo far 
as it was an action; though as a finful aétion, it 
was of Shimei, fprung from his own heart, inftiga- 
ted by fatan; but asa correction and chaftizement “ 
of David, it was by the will, order and appoint- 
ment of God, and as fuch David confidered it, and 
quietly, fubmitted to it: who fhall then fay, where- | 
fore baft thou done fo? for though Shimei might — 
juftly be blamed, and reproved for it, yet the thing 
itfelf was not to be hindered or ‘reftrained it be= 
ing according to the will and providence of God, 
to anfwer fome good end with refpeét to David, 
¥.11. And David faid to Abifoai, and all bis fer- 
vants, &c.] In order to make them eafy, and re- ~ 
concile them to this ufage of him: bebold, my fon, 
which came forth of my bowels, feeketh my lift 
meaning Adjalom: how much more now may tbi: 
Benjamite do it? who was not only of the fame — 
tribe that Sau/ was, but of the fame family, anc 
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fion in the throne : Jet bim alone, and let bim ¢ Jolla: 


tT YY PSY egredere, egredere, Pagninus,. 
¥ 93 quia, Montanns, 


Montanus, &e. 
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much lef by any violent actions, and ftill lefs by 
taking away his life: for the Lord bath bidden bim ; 
in the fenfe explained in the preceding verfe. 

¥.12. lt may be that the Lord will look on mine 

aflitiion, &c.| Through the rebellion of his fon, 
and now aggravated by the curling of Shimei, that 
is, with an eye of pity and commiferation, and 
deliver him out of it: or /ook upon my eye*; for 
there is various a reading ; the tear of mine eye, as 
the Targum; fo Farchi‘and R. Laiah ; the tears in 
it, which fell plentifully from it, on account of 
his troubles, and particularly the curfes and re- 
proaches of Shimei: and that the Lord will requite 
me good for bis curfing this day; he does not {peak 
with aflurance, -yet with hope; he knew his fins 
deferved fuch treatment, but alfo that God was 
gracious and merciful, and pitied his children, 
and refented all ill ufage of them; and therefore 
hoped he would favour him with fuch intimations 
o! his love, as would fupport him, comfort, re- 
trefh him, and do him good, fee Rom. vii.-28. 
- y.13. And as David and bis men went by the way, 
&c.} » In the high road that led to Baburim, tak- 
ing no notice of the curfing of Séimei, which made 
him bolder and more impudent; here is a large 
paufe in the Hebrew text, in the midft of this 
verfe: Shimei went along ou the bill-fide over-againft 
him; as\ David and his men walked in the plain, 
he went ona range of hills that ran along right 
againit them: and curfed as be went , continued 
his q@urfes and imprecations, to which he was the 
more emboldened by the behaviour of David and 
his men: and threw ftones at him, and caft duft , 
in a way of contempt, though the ftones recoiled 
on his own head, and the duft flew in his own 
face, as the confequence of things fhewed; and 
now David compoied and penned the 7 pfalm. 

y. 14. And the king, and all the people that were 
with him, came weary, &c.| With their journey, 
and through grief and trouble at what they met 
with: and refrefhed themfelves there, that is, at 
Baburim, with food and reft ; which revived their 
fpirits; and put as it were new life and foul into 
them, as the word ufed fignifies. Fofephus ¥ fays, 
when David came to Fordan, he refrefhed his weary 
men. 

y. 15. And Abfalom and all the people, the men 
of Ifrael, came to Ferufalem, &c.} At the fame time 
that David and his people came to Baburim ; which, 
as Yofepbus * fays, was a place near to Feru/falem , 
and, according to Bunting *, was little more than 
a mile from it; though elfewhere® he makes: it 
three miles ; fo that had not David made the hafty 
flicht he did, he had fallen into the hands of 
Abjalom : and Abithophel with him, afamous coun- 
fellor, and’ who had been of David’s privy-council, 
and chief in it, fee ch. xv. 12, 31. and whom David 
refers to in Pf. lv. 12—14. 

y¥. 16. And it came to pafs that when Hufbai the 
Archite, David's friend, was come unto ribfalom, 
&c.] Who came into Yerufalem at the fame time 
that Ab/2lom did, and who no doubt took the firft 
opportunity to make his court to him, ch. xv. 37. 
that Hufbai faid unto Abfalom, God fave the king, 
God fave the king; or may the king live‘, live long, 
and his kingdom be permanent; thefe words are 
very ambiguous, he might mean David, who was 
true and lawful king, tho’ he would have them 
underftood of Abjalom, who was king by ufurpa- 


tion, in which he ufed great deceit and flattery ; 
and that he might not be fufpeéted of it, but be 
thought to be fincere and truly loyal to 4b/alom, 
he repeats the with. | 
¥.17. And Abfalom faid to Hufbai, is this thy 
kindnefs to thy friend? &c.] Meaning to David; 
though he would not mention his name, nor his: 
title, nor even the relation of a father he {tood in 
to him, only fpeaks of him as Hujfbai’s friend : 
Hufbai had proteffed great friendthip to David, and 
David had been a friend to Hufhai, had raifed him 
to great honour in making him a counfellor, and 
had beftowed many favours and benefits on him, 
as Abfalom knew full well; and therefore to try 
his integrity, he puts this queftion, not as difpleafed 
with him, but overjoyed that fuch a trufty friend 
of David, and a wife couinfellor of his, had de- 
ferted him, and come over to him and his party ; 
nor does he mean to charge him with ingratitude, 
which he could not do without reproaching him- 
felf ; on whom it might be juftly retorted, is this 
thy kindnefs to thy father that begot thee, and has 
always exprefféd fuch a ftrong affection for thee, 
as to rebel againft him ? why wente/t thou not with 
thy friend ? with David, when he went out of Fe- 
rufalem; for Abfalom knew not that Hufbai had 
been with David, but thought he ftayed behind at 
Ferufalem, when David fled, which made him lefs 
fufpicious of him. . 
¥.18. And Hufbai faid to Abfalom, &c.]| In an- 
fwer to his queftions : nay, but whom the Lord, and 
bis people, and all the men of Ifrael chufe ; here 
again he fpeaks very ambiguoufly ; for this cir- 
cumlocution, or defcriptive character of the king 
of SJ/rael, better agrees with David, whom he might 
bear in mind, than with 4d/alom; for the Lord 
had chofen David, and he was anointed by his 
order, and all the people of J/rae/ had chofen and 
anointed him likewife ; but as for 4d/alom, it was 
only a part of them that had declared for him, nor 
was there any evidence of the Lord’s chufing him ; 
though Hu/bai undoubtedly would be underftood 
of him, and as interpreting the voice of the peo- 
ple to be the voice of God: bis will I be, and with 
him will I abide , tho’ he defigned no fuch thing, 
which was a great piece of difiimulation and hypo- 
crify ; and if he meant David, it was a piece of 
deceit and equivocation: there is a various read- 
ing in the firft claufe ; we follow the marginal read- 
ing, 15 to bim or bis, but the textual reading is 
mi not; and both may be taken in by rendering 
the words by an interrogation, /hall I, or fhould I 
not be bis? * 1 will; that is, be his fervant, faith- 
fully obey his commands, be clofely attached to 
him, and continue with him as a loyal fubject. 
¥.16. And again, whom fhould 1 ferve? &c. | 
Or fecondly *, a fecond reafon is here given for 
ferving Ab/alom;, the firft was the choice of God, 
and the people, the fecond follows: fhould I nor 
ferve in the prefence of bis fon? as I have ferved 
in thy father’s prefence, fo will I be in thy prefence ; 
he fignifies, that as the kingdom was not tranflated 
into another family, but continued in fuccefiion in 
David's houfe, the alteration made was of no great 
confequence ; it was indifferent to him whom he 
ferved, the father or the fon; and he could as free- 
ly, and would as faithfully ferve the fon as the 
father ; nor did he think it any breach of friend- 
Ahip to David, nor would David refent it, that he 


fhould 
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fhould ferve his fon, and do the beft offices, and providence, tha 
pive him the beft counfel he could ; and he feems|taken, to fulfil 
to bélpeak the office of a counfellor, in which he|¢han, ch. xii. 12. 


had been to David, that he might be admitted} 
into the prefence of Abjalom, and be of his privy- 


the houfe; 8c.] On the top of his fa 


U EL. Ch.xvi20—25 


t this advice thould be gi 
the prophecy oe Lord. 


aay okies . ore Sohn lh 
¥. 22. So they [pread Abfalom a tent on 


* ‘og 


council, and have the opportunity of giving his lace ; this, as houfes in Ferujalem and ¥ dea c 


beft advice. NERS YY ha os 
y. 20. Then faid Abfalom to Abithophel, &c. 

Having two fuch able counfeéllors as he and Hu/- 

bai, he direéts his fpeech to Abithephel, as be- 


‘was built flat, Deut. xxii. 8. andi wrt e ve 


pot from whence David had a fight of 


and conceived an impure luft after her. The Ya 
gum renders it, a canopy ; which Kimchi defe 
ing his firft and chief counfellor : give counfel among) as confifting of four pillars, upon and round 


about 


you what we falldo; he orders them to form a coun-/which curtains were hung: and dbfalom went in 
cil, confult among themfelves what was proper to be|unto bis father’s concubines in the fight of all Ifrael 5; 
now done. at Yeru/alem, whether it was right to|they faw the tent or canopy ereéted, and faw him: 


ftay heré, oF purfue after Devid and his men. 4d- 
falom did not fend to the high-prieft to afk coun- 
fel of God, by Urim and Thummim before the ark, 
but wholly confided in his privy-council. 

y. 21. And Abithophel faid unto Abfalom, &c.]} 
Fither immediately of himfelf, without confulting 
with others ; or after a confultation had been held 
Between them, he as the prefident of it, and their 
mouth, gave the following advice; though the for- 
mer ‘feems righteft: go in unto thy father’s coucn- 
bines, which he hath left to keep the houfe , and lie 


with them; there were ten of them, ch. xv. 16.|friend, oppofe it; perhaps he faw it was to 


and. all Ifrael foall bear that thou art abborred of 
thy father ; this fa&t will be fo abominable to him,. 


go into it, and might reafonably conclude he lay 
‘with his father’s concubines, or half-wives, in it; 
and this being done in fo public a manner, fulfilled 
the prophecy, which faid it fhould be done in the 


fight. of the fun, and,of all J/rael, ch. xii. 11, 12. 
this fhows. how corrupt the people of Jrael were 
at this time, at leaft thofe that were with Ad/alom, 
that there fhould be none to object to the counfel 
Abithophel gave, nor any to remonftrate againft 
the execution of it, but all feemed to look upo 

it with pleafure; nor even did Hufbai, Davia’s 


pote. 


no pur- 


¥. 23. Und the counfel of Abishophels. wbich be 


and he will fo highly refent it, as never to forgive|bad counjelled in thofe days, &c.| Both in the days’ . 
thee, and be reconciled unto thee: then shall the\of David, and in the days of Abjalom, before and 
fince the rebellion : was, as if @ man bad enquired 
of the oracle of God; fach an opinion was enter= 
tained of it, fo well fatisfied were they with it, 
and as confident of fuccefs in taking it, as if the: 
Lord himielf had been confulted by Urim and) 
Thummim , this is a very great exaggeration of Ahi-: 
thopbel’s counfel, and is obferved as a reafon why. 
it was fo readily taken, though fo bad in the pre- 
ceding inftance : /o was all the counfel of Abithophel, 
beth with David and with sbithopbel ; Abithophel 
leaft jealoufy of a reconciliation between them,|was a crafty man, a time-ferver, that temporized 
and of their being left to the refentment ef David.|with princes, and knew how to, fuit his counfels. 
Some think this was not his only reafon for giving with their tempers and interefts : to David he gave 
this counfel, but alfo to revenge David’s abufe of good counfel what was acceptable with him, and to 


hands of all that are with thee be ftrong ; he inti- 
mates, that they were now weak, and did not act 
with {pirit ; they were fearful that David and 4- 
falom would be reconciled,~and then they fhould 
be reckoned traitors, and fall a facrifice to David's 
vengeance, for their treafon againft him; but by 
Abfalom’s taking fuch a ftep as this, which would 
make him for ever the object of his father’s hatred, 
their hands and hearts would be ftrengthened, and 
their fears removed, and they would ‘not have the 


Bathfeba, his fon’s daughter, as fhe is fuppofed 4b/alom, bad counfel, which wa 


to be, ch. xv. 12. however, it was fo ordered in 
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s pleafing to him. — 


Ke? 


54 oe fe chapter relates the advice Ahithophel| 12,000 are pitched upon-with refpeét to the 12 tribes 
gave to march out fpeedily with a number |of J/rae/, tooo- from every tribe; Jofephus has — 


of men in purfuit of David, which at firft feemed 
agreeable, ¥. 1--4. but Hu/bai’s. opinion being 
afked, and he giving counfel to raife a larger army, 
which required time, and was taken to, hereby 
the counfel of Abitbopbel was. defeated, ¥. 5—14. 
upon which he hanged himfelf, ¥. 23. thefe diffe- 
rent counfels being communicated by Hu/bai to the 
priefts, they found means to tranfmit them to Da- 
vid with an inftraction to him to paf$ over Jordan 
imrnediately; which he did, and pitched in Gilead, , 
and whither he was followed by Adbjalom, ¥.15—26. 
and where he met with a fupply of provifions for 
his army from fome eminent perfons in and near 
that place, ¥.27—29. 


y. 1. Moreover, Abithophel faid unto Abfalom, 
&c.} Eithér at the fame time, or quickly after he 
had given the foregoing advice: Jet me now chufe 
out 12,000 mens out of thofe that were with 4- 
falom, which fhows their number to be large ; and 


or 


only 10,000: and I will arife-and purfue after 
|David this night; he took upon him to be ger 
ral of the army, as well as a counféllor; 


ohis 


he faid to fhew, how confident he was of the fuc- 


cefs of his counfel, that if 4b/alom, or any other, 


fhould decline the conduc of the army upon it, 
as a hazardous attempt, he would-undertake ir 
himéelf ; or rather it may be, he was not willing 


that Ad/alom fhould go out in perfon with the ; 
not fo much ‘for his own fafety, as left thr 
his affection for the king he fhould {pare hir 


he fell inta his hands, or they two fhould b 


conciled ; he propofed to do it that. 
for expedition, no time being to be loft, z 


for the greater furprize of David, and. is men, a: 
¥.2. And I will come upon him while be is wear 
&c.] With travelling, and with grief, and whi 


endeavouring to get fome reft by fleep, and. 
prize him unawares, when not on his gu: 


in no pofture of defence : and weak-é 
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the number of men with him is fmall, and before| blinding ‘the mind of Abjatosa with tefpe& to his 
the people from different parts can come to his}counfeél, and inclining it to take the opinion of 
affittance : and will make bim afraid; ftrike terror] Hufbei: and: let us hear likewife what be faith; 
into him and his men, by furprizing them fudden-|which he might fay without any diffidence about 
ly in the night with fuch a number of men: and|the counfel given, but knowing that in the multi- 
all the people that are with him fall flee; one one|tude of counfellors there is fafety ; and Hu/bai be- 
way, and another another, for their own fecurity,|ing a wife and good counfellor, he might hope 
and leave ed alone : and I will fmite the king\and expect that he would give the fame advice, 
only; difpatch him, and let the people flee without |and fo ftrengthen and confirm it. . 
purfuing them. ¥.6. And when Hufbai was come to Abfalom, &c.} 
¥.3. And I will bring back all the people, &c.]|Into the council-chamber very probably : 4é/alom 
Meaning not the people only that were with Da-|/pake unto him, faying, Ahbithophel hath fpoken after 
vid, that he would make them prifoners, and bring|¢is manner , and then related the counfel he had 
them with him ; for he before propofed to let them|given as before: /Lall we do after this faying ? is 
make their efcape; but to reduce all J/rael to the}it right to proceed on this fcheme, and carry it 
obedience of Ab/alom at once, by executing thisjinto execution ? ifnot, [peak thou , thy mind freely, 
icheme which he had formed: the man whom thou|without any referve, or fear of giving any of- 
Seekeft is-as if allreturned, meaning David, whom | fence. 
he fpeaks of contemptibly, and whofe life it feems| y.7. And Hufbai faid to Abfalom, &c.] Having 
Abjalom fought, as well as his crown; and he be-|leave to give his opinion freely : the counfel that 
ing dead, it would be all over at once with the peo-| 4ithophel hath given is not good at this time; he 
ple; they would immediately repair to their own|owns that Ahithopbel was a good counfellor, and 
habitations, and yield obedience to 4b/alom as the} that the counfel he gave was for the molt part, if 
rightful heir and fucceffor; all depended on his|not always, good, but what he gave at this time 
death he intimates: from whence it appears that}was not fo; the wifeft of men may fometimes be 
Abarbinel is wrong in fuggefting, that 4b/alom did|miftaken. Adarbinel thinks he refpects his former 
not defign to take away the life of his father,}counfel, particularly that that was good, advifing 
only to fecure the kingdom to himfelf in his fa-|him to defile his father’s bed; but this was not; 
ther’s life-time, who he underftood had difpofed|for which he gives the following reafons. 
of it by his will to Solomon; but here Abithophel| y.8. For (faid Hufbai) thou knoweft thy father 
plainly declares the intention of Ab/alom, nor would| and bis men that they be mighty men, &c.) Men 
he have propofed in plain terms to take away the|of courage and valour, and not fuch weak-handed 
king’s life, had 42/alom been averfe to it; and it}and weak-hearted men, and fo eafily intimidated 
is plain by what follows, that the thing was pleaf-|as Abithophel fuggelts : and they be chafed in their 
ing to him : fo all the people fhall be in peace; both| minds, or bitter in foul‘; not merely filled with 
parties coalefce under the government of /b/alom.| trouble and anguifh, and depreffed in their fpirits 
and live peaceably under it, and fo an entire endjon account of that, as the phrafe fometimes 
of the war. fignifies; but enraged and full of wrath, at 
y. 4. And the faying pleafed Abfalom well, and ali\the rebellion raifed againft their prince, which 
the elders of Ifrael.| That were of the privy-coun-|obliged them with him to quit their habitations ; 
cil ; for it was a well-contrived fcheme. to furprize|and now being defperate, their all lying at-ftake, 
David and his meén by night, in the condition they|their wives and children, their families and eftates, 
were in; nothing like feizing an opportunity, and|they would fight furioufly in the defence of the 
making quick difpatch in executing a villainous| king and themlelves, and not fo foon flee as Abitho- 
defign ; only it is ftrange, that 4d/alom could fo|phel had reprefented : as a bear robbed of ber whelps 
eafily come in to a fcheme to take away the life of |i the field; a bear is a very furious creature, and 
fo indulgent a father, which is only to be account-|efpecially a fhe-bear, and the more when it has 
ed for by his ambition ; but it is ftranger ftill, that} whelps, and more fo when deprived of them ®, 
the elders of J/rael fhould be pleafed with it, and|when it ranges about in the field, and in its fury 
agree to and determine upon the death of a prince, | attacks whomfoever it meets with ; fee the note on 
who had fo many years ruled them with juftice and| Hof. xiii. 8. and thy father is a man of war, not 
equity, clemency and mercy ; had fought their}only bold and courageous, but expert and fkilful 
battles for them, and raifed their nation to fuch alin all the arts of war, and not eafy to be fur- 
pitch of glory it never had before. prized and circumvented, as 4ithopbel intimated : 
¥. 5. Then faid Abfalom, call now Hufhai the Ar-\ and will not lodge with the people; in the camp, 
chite alfo, 8c.) For it feems he was not at the} but at fome diftance from it; partly to prevent any 
council-board at this time ; whether he was as yet] traiterous defign upon him in it, and partly that he 
admitted to it, is not certain: there is fomthing| might notbe iurprized by the enemy, knowing that 
very remarkable in the providence of God, to in-| their chief view was to feize his perfon ; and therefore 
cline 4bfalom to have the opinion of Hu/bai upon|as it would not be eafy to find him where he was, 
this point, when the countel of Abithophel was fo|he could not be fmitten alone, as Abithophel pro- 
univerlally approved of ; and Hu/bai alfo being well | pofed. 
lsnown to have been an intimate friend and confi-| y. 9. Bebold, he is bid now in fome pit, or in fome 
dent of David’s, and not fo fettled and eftablifhed| other place, &c.]) Some lurking place, as he was 
in the intereft of Abfalom, and fuch a {worn friend) acquainted with many when he fled from Saul, 
of his as Abitophel was ; this can only be afcribed|and where he preferved himfelf from him ; fo that 
to the will of God, to defeat the counfel of Abi-|he could never take him, as he would now from 
thophel, and the wifdom of divine providence in| Ad/alom, as he infinuates : but this is not all ; not 


only 


* wst5 "> amari animo, Pagninus, Montanus; amaro animo, V. L. Tigurine verfion, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcatos, 
@ Ariftot. Hitt. Animal. 1. 6. c. 18. & 9.1. 
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only by this means he would fhelter himfelf, and 
be in fafety ; but lying thus concealed with others, 
and in ambufh, there would be danger of his ftart- 
ing out of his hiding place when opportunity 


fhould offer, and falling on fome. of Abfalom’s 


troops unawares: and it will come to pafs, when 


fome of them be overthrown at the firft; that is, 


fome of Abjalom’s party, on whom David and his 


men coming out of an ambufh fhould fall, and 
make a flaughter among them firft, before they 
could do any thing of confequence; and fo having 
got the firft advantage, it would ferve to animate 
them, and difhearten their enemies; shat whofcever 


beareth it, at that time, or the next day: will fay, 


There is a flaughter among the people that follow Ab- 
falom;, there has been a defeat of them, and that 


may caufe a defection, 

y. 10. And he alfo that is valiant, whofe heart is 
as the heart of a lion, foall utterly melt, 8c.) ‘That 
is, whoever fhould hear of Ab/alom’s forces, or a 
part of them, being routed, would be intimidated, 
though ever fo courageous, or of fuch a lion-like 


temper and difpofition ; and even Abithophel him-. 


felf, notwithftanding all his boafted courage, his 
heart would fail, he would melt like water ", “Yo/h. 
vii. 5. fhould he meet with fuch a rebuff at firft 
fetting out. A lion is well known for its courage 
as well as ftrength, and has not only a fierce coun- 
tenance, hence we read of lion-like men in their 
faces, ch. xxiii. 20. 1 Chron. xii. 8. but has a 
courageous heart, and from thence it is thought to 
have its name Ladi, from Led, which fignifies the 
heart; fo Hercules is reprefented by the poet as 
having a lion’s heart *, and others alfo; though 
Leo Africanus * relates of fome lions in Africa that 
are fo naturally fearful, that they will flee at the 
cry of children, particularly at a place called g/a ; 


hence it became a proverb with the inhabitants of 


Fez, to call bluftring cowards the lions of Ag/a; 
and he fpeaks of great numbers of lions elfewhere ', 
who are eafily driven away with a fmall ftick by the 
moft timorous perfons ; but for the moft part lions 
are very bold and daring, as well as ftrong, to 
which the allufion is here. Some apply this to 
David himfelf, who was a valiant man, and whofe 
heart was like that of a lion, and fo read the laft 
claufe with an interrogation: Shall be utterly melt ? 
no, he will not; he is not to be made afraid fo 
eafily as Abitbopbel has intimated: for all Ifrael 
kuoweth that thy father is a mighty. man; and they 
which be with him are valiant men this is fo uni- 
verfally known that it cannot be denied. 

y. 11. Therefore I. counfel, &c.] .My advice is 
as follows: that all U/rael be generally gathered unto 
thee, from Dan even to Beer-foeba, as the fand that 
is by the fea for multitude, not all the inhabitants of 
the land, but fuch as are fit to bear arms, or that 
were foldiers, employed in military affairs, in keep- 
ing garrifons, guarding the coafts, Gc. even the 
militia of the nation, from the extreme boundary 
ot it on the north to the extreme boundary of it on 
the fouth ; in fuch a direction lay Daz and Beer- 
fheba. This is oppofed to the countel of Abithophel, 
which was only to felect 12,000 men, and fend 
them againft David at once; and this is defigned 
chieily, to. gam time, fince fuch a colle&tion could 
not be made foon, and, fo David would have more 
time to get farther off, and to prepare the better 
tor his detence ; and this advice might be the more 
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agreeable to Ab/alom, as it promifed a greater cer 
tainty of fuccels thro’ numbers, and might feed the 
vanity and ambition of that prince to have fuch a 
large army under him, as well as fuggefted that all J- 
rael were on his fide, and at his command, and mi 
eafily be gathered to him: and that thou go to battle 
in thine own perfon, this was another part of his 
advice oppofed to the counfel of Abithophel, who 
propofed to have the command of the 12,000 men 
himfelf, and to leave Ab/alom at Ferufalem; now 
Hufbai fuggefts, that it would be more to his in- 
tereft and his honour to take command of the army _ 
himfelf, and go in perfon into the field of battle 5 
fince this would ferve to animate his foldiers, when 
they faw their prince at the head of them, and he 
would have the glory, of the victory, which he 
might infinuate hereby, bithopbel fought to de- 
prive him of; it is in the Hebrew text, that thy 
face or faces go to batile™, where he might be feen 
in perfon, and have the overfight and dire&tion of 
things himfelf; the Tazgum is, “ and thou halt go 
at the head of-us all ;” and this advice Hujbai was 
directed to give, and which was taken, that Ad/a- 
om might fall in battle. ; 

y. 12. So foall we come. upon him in fome place 
where he foall be found, &c.| Hor fuch a nume- 
rous army, which would be {pread abroad, could 
not well fail of finding him out, let him be in what 
lurking-place he would; whereas, he might lie 
concealed, and efcape fo {mall a number as 12,0co 
men: and we will light upon him as the dew falleth 
upon the ground ; whofe drops are innumerable, and 
cover all the ground where they fall; and the 
phrafe not only expreffes their numbers, but the 
irrefiftible force they fhould come with, and the 
manner, fecretly, unawares, opportunely; the 
Romans had a fort of foldiers, called from the dew. 
Rorarii, who carried light armour, and fought firft 


‘in the battle, from whence tliey had their name, 


becaufe dew falls before it rains": and of him, 
and of all the men that are with him, there hail not 
be left fo much as one; fo that for the future 4b- 
falom would fit eafy upon the throne, there being 


/none left to moleft him. 


y¥. 13. Moreover, if be be gotten into a city, 8cc.} 
A ftrong fortified place, thinking to fecure himfelf 
there, where he might hold out againft thofe that 
were rifen againft him ; the former part of the ac- 
count fuppojes him in the field, where he would 
foon be detected, if hidden in a pit or any other place, 
or if he appeared openly, would quickly be over- 
thrown by the numerous forces of Abfalom; and 
here it fuggefts, fhould he betake himfelf to a city 
for fhelter, then fhall all Ifrael bring ropes to that 
city 3 {caling ropes, and thereby get upon and over 
the walls of it, and take it by ftorm; or engines 
worked with ropes, ufed for the demolithing of 
cities ; fo Tacitus {peaks of vincula tormentorum, the 
bands or ropes of engines, as Grotius obferves ; the . 
Targum renders it by armies, thus, “ all J/rael thall 
be gathered againft the city, and fusround it with 
armies,” befiege it in form, and fo begirt it, that _ 
David could not poffibly make his efcape out of it, 
nor could it bold out long againit fuch numerous 
forces; or this is.an hyperbolical expreffion, as — 
Kimebi calls it, fignifying that their numbers would) — 


/be'fo many, that they could foon and eafily demo= 


lith it: amd we will draw it into the river; by the 
fide of which it was built, or the ditch or trench, 
" arou i 
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around it, or the valley near it, that being built 
on an hill ; and by this boafting, bragging, hy- 
perbolical expreffion he fignifies, that they thould 
be able eafily and utterly to deftroy its walls, build- 


- ings, and towers, as if a number of men were to 


faiten a rope about any thing, and by their main 
ftiength, and through their numbers, draw it 
down whither they pleafed: until there be not one 
fmall ficne found there, and this being the cafe, 
David and his men muft inevitably fall into their 
hands, and none efcape. 


y¥.14: And Abfalom and all the men of Ifrael faid, 
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fuch an intrigue): and a wenmh went and told them: 
what Hufhai had communicated to the priefts, and 
what was his advice to David; this girl is fuppofed 
by Kimchi and Abarbinel to be of the family of 
Zadok, by whom fhe was fufficiently inftructed to 
tell her meffage, and of whom there would be no 
fufpicion: and they went and told king David; the 
fons of the priefts went and related to him all that 
had been tranfmitted to them. 

wv. 18. Neverthele/s, a lad faw them, and told 
Abfalom, &c.] Saw them converfing with the girl, 
and departing for David’s army; according to ¥o- 


&c.] That is, the elders, who before approved | /ephus°, they were fome horfemen that faw them 


of the. counfel of Abithophel, ¥. 4. The counfel of 
Hujfhai the Archite is better than the counfel of Abi- 
thopbel, it appeared to them moft plaufible, and 
moft likely to be attended with fuccefs: for the 


about two furlongs from Feru/alem, and acquainted 
Abfalom with it: but they went both of them away 
quickly; made all the hafte they could with their 
meffage to David: and came to a man’s houfe in 


Lord bad appointed to defeat the good counfel of Abi-\ Baburim, where very probably they had been in- 
thophel for fo it was to Abfalom and his party the| formed David had been, whither he came weary, 
beit and wifeft that could be given them ; but it was|and had refrefhment, ch. xvi. 14. or rather, per- 
the Lord’s will it fhould be defeated, and therefore| ceiving they were difcovered and purfued, | they 
the minds of Ab/alom and of the elders of J/rael turned in hither, the firft place they came to, for 
were blinded: to the intent that the Lord might bring\ fatety: which bad a well in.bis court; which they 


evil upon Abjalom; his perfon and caule ; that his 
caufe might be ruined, and he himfelf flain in bat- 
tle ; fee Prov. xix. 21. 

¥. 15. Then faid Hujfbai unio Zadok and to Abia- 
ibar the priefts, &c.] After he was returned from 
the council-board, he immediately. went to thele 
priefts, who he’ knew were in the intereft of David, 


and to whom he was to communicate, and by them 
tranfmit, what pafied at Feru/alem, ch. xv. 35, 36. 
Thus and thus did Abithophel counfel Abfalom and the 
elders of Ifrael, relating to them in exprefs words 
‘what he advifed to: and thus and thus have 1 coun- 
felled, telling them in what manner he had given 
his counfel. 

y¥. 16, Now therefore fend quickly, and tell Da- 
vid, &c,.] What has been advifed to on both 
fides: faying, Lodge not this night in the plains of 
the wilderne/s; which reached to Jericho; this ad- 
vice he gave, becaufe he knew not whether his 
counfel would be abode by, though preferred ; 
Abfelom and the elders of J/rael might change their 
minds, and Abithophel might, by the ftrength of 
his oratory, prevail upon them after ail to follow 
his adyice; and therefore, to guard again{t the 
worft, he judged it moft prudential in David to 
make all the hafte he could from that place where 
he was, and not continue a night longer in it; for 


if Abisbophel’s counfel fhould take place, he would 


be in purfuit of him that very night: dut /peedily 
pafs over; the river Ferdau: left the king be fwal- 
lowed up, and all the people that are with him: be 
deftroyed by the forces Abithophel fhould bring with 
him, which he would not be able to withftand. 
¥.17. Now Jonathan and Abimaaz flayed by En- 
rogel, &c.] Who were the fons of ‘the ‘priefts ; 
thefe did not go into the city of Ferufalem with their 
parents, when they were fent bgck by Devid, ch. 
xv. 27. but ftayed by their direction at this place, 
which was near Ferufalem,. and is called in the far- 
gum the fuller’s fountain, where they wafhed their 
cloths ; and as Kimchi and archi fay, by. treading 
them with their feet, whence it had the name. of 
Rogel, of which fee the note-on Fob xv, 7. (for 
they might not be feen to come into the city:) having 
been charged by their parents to continue there for 


obferved, and was the reafon of -their turning in: 
whither they went down; to hide themfelves from 
their purfuers, it being dry, as jometimes wells 
were in the fummer-tuime: Yo/epbus fays ®, a wo- 
man let them down by a rope. 

¥. 19. And the woman took and fpread a covering 
over the well’s mouth, &c.|. This woman, very 
probably, was the man’s wife of the houfe, as 
Abarbinel notes; who took.a cloth, and fpread it 
over the well’s mouth, that it could not be feen, 
or known that there was a well there: and /pread 
ground corn thereon; jutt taken out of the mill, be- 
fore it was fifted, whilftin the bran; or corn un- 
hufked, or juft thrathed out, in order to be dried in 
the fun, and then parched; or wheat bruifed for 
that purpofe: Fe/ephus fays 4, they were locks of 
wool fhe fpread: and the thing was not known; that 
the young men were in the well. 

¥. 20. And when Abfalom’s servants came to the 
woman to the boufe, &c.| Who. were fent- after 
them, had intelligence which, way they took, and 
into what houfe they turned: ¢hey faid, Where are 
Abimaaz and Fonathan? calling them by their 
names, being perfons well known, and as to them, 
fo to the woman of the houfe, as they fuppofed: 
and the woman faid unto them, They be gone over the 
brook of water, the river Jordan; fo the Targum, 
* they have already paffed over Fordaz;” this was 
a lie fhe. told them, which is not to be juttified ; 
the Vulgate Latin verfion, ‘‘ they paffed over 
haftily, having drank a little water ;” and fo Fo/e- 
phus* in fome copies: and when they had fought 
and could not find them; not only fearched that 
houfe, but very probably others in Baburim: they 
returned to Ferufalem, to give an account what fuc- 
cefs they had. 

¥..21. And it came to pafs after they were de- 
parted, &c.) The fervants of Abfalom-: that they 
came up out of the well, the fons of the priefts, 
being informed by the woman that they were gone; 
Fofephus * fays they were drawn up by the woman 
with arope: and went and told king David; who 
was now in the plain of the wildernefs, perhaps 
near Fericho, and not a great way from Jordan, to 
whom they related the whole of their meflage : and 


the fake of carrying intelligence to David, or be- |/aid unto David, as they were directed: arife, and 


caufe fufpected by Abjalom’s party of carrying on |pa/s quickly over the water; the river Fordan: for 
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thus hath Abithephel counfelled againft you; to come| where the. angels of God met Yacod, Gen. xxxii, 
- with 12,000 men, and fall upon him that very| 1, 2. and was for fome time the feat of //bofheth 


night; and it was not certain his counfel would be} the fon of Saul, ch. ii. 8. and Abfalom paffed over 


rejected, and therefore it was advifeable for David| Fordan, be, and all the men of Ifrael with bim; nov 


to prepare againft the worft. 

y. 22. Then David arofe, and all the people that 
were with him, and pafed over Fordan, &c.} 
Taking the advice of Hufhai: by the morning-light 
there lacked not one of them that was not gone over 
Fordan , they travelled all night, and before it was 
morning they had all paffed the river in boats, or 
through the fords, and not one was loft in the paf- 
fase, nor any deferted, fee Fohm xvii. 12. and now 
perhaps David penned the 42d and 43d pfalms, 

¥. 23. And when Abithophel faw that bis counfel 
qwas not followed, &c.] But that of Hujhai: he 
faddled his afs; or ordered it to be faddled: and 
arofe, and gat him home to bis houfe, to bis city; 
which was Gilob in the tribe of Fudabh, ch. xv. 12. 
and put his houfbold in order; made his will, and 
difpofed of his eftates, fee 7/. xxxviii. 1. or com- 
manded his houfe or houfhold*; gave orders and in- 
ftructions, both relating to himfelf when dead, 
where and how he fhould be buried, and to his 
family, how they fhould behave to one another 
and among their neighbours, and towards their 
fuperiors ; and particularly, the ews fay “, he 
gave them this charge, not to rebel againit the go- 
vernment of the houfe of David: and hanged him- 
felf; fo to his other fins added that of fuicide, 
which was done deliberately, as the preceding 
claufe fhews; this he did, partly becaufe his proud 
fpirit could not bear it, that his counfel fhould be 
flighted, and that of another be preferred to it; and 
partly, becaufe he plainly forefaw that the caufe of 
Abfalom would be ruined by neglecting his counfel, 
and following that of Hujhai’s, whereby he himfelf 
would fall into the hands of David, and be put to 
death by him as a traitor; and he chofe to die by 
his own hand, and not his; and the rather, to pre- 
vent the confifcation of his goods and eftates as a 
traitor, and his heirs being deprived of them ; tho’ 
fome think he died of a difeafe, by ftrangling or 
fuffoeation in the throat, was choaked through 
grief and trouble; fo R. Elias obferves “, that fome 
fay that this difeafe came upon him through the 
greatnefs of his grief of mind and trouble of foul, 
becaufe his counfel was not taken, and he died of 
ftrangling ; and they fay this, becaufe they reckon 
it an abfurdity for fo wife and underftanding a man 
as he was to hang himfelf; but the cafe feems very 
clear that he did deftroy himfelf,; the Yews fay * he 
was but 33 years of age when he died ; for being a 
bloody and deceitful man, he did not live out half 
his days, P/ lv. 23. which pfalm was penned on 
his account ; but one fo young could hardly be a 
counfellor of David, and fo famous for his wife 
counfel ; -and befides, if fo young, could not be 


the grandfather of Bath-/beba, as the Fews fay :|/beth, from whom David received him, and took. 


directly after David, but fome time after, when, 
according to the counfel of Hufbai, he had gather- 
ed all the warlike men of J/rae/ to hiny that he 
could, and with this army purfued his father; not 
content to drive him to the other fide Jordan, 
fought to feize his perfon, and take away his life, 
and fo fecure the crown and kingdom to him, of 
which he made no doubt, having fuch a numerous 
army, on which he relied. WS 

¥. 25. And Abfalom made Amafa captain of the 
hoft inftead of Foab, &c.] Who was along with 
David: which Amafa was a man’s fon, whofe name 
was Ithra, an Ifraelite; he is called Fether the I/p- 
maelite, 1 Chron. ii. 17. either becaufe he was an 
Hhmaelite by birth, and being profelyted to the 
Fewifh religion, was called an J/raehte; or rather 
he was an J/raelite by birth, and having fojourned 
in the land of //omae/ fome time, was called an Jb- 
maelite, as Uriah the Hittite, and others; and when 
Amafa is called a man’s fon, it means a great man, 
as Kimchi obferves: that went in to Abigail, the 
daughter of Nabafh, fifter to Zeruiah, Foab’s mother’; 
fo that Foab and dmafa, the generals of David and 
Abfalonr, were own coufins, fifters children, and 
David uncle to them both; for Abigail and Zeruich 
were David's fitters, 1 Chron. it. 16. children of 
Feffe, whofe name is here called Naba/h, having 
twonames, or this was his furname; though others 
think Nahbajb is the name of a woman, the wife of 


Feffe, and that thefe two fifters had two mothers, , 


but one father ; it feems by this exprefiion, went 
in to, as if Amafa was not begotten in the conjugal 
ftate, but was illegitimate. 
y¥. 26. So Iirael and Abfalom pitched in the land 
of Gilead, &c.] Which belonged to the tribes of 
Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Manaffeb ; 
here the //raelites that were with Ab/alom encarip- 
ed, in order to give battle to David and his men. 
¥. 27. And it came to pafs when David was come 
to Mabanaim, &c.] When he firft came thither, 
¥. 24. that Shobi the fon of Nahafb of Rabbab of 
the children of Ammon ; who was either the fon, or 
rather the brother of Hanun king of the Ammonites, 
that ufed David’s ambafladors in fo fhameful a 
manner, whom David overcame and depofed, and 


fet up this brother in his room; who had fhewed . 


his diflike of his brother’s conduét, and now makes 


a grateful return to David for his favours ; though” 


fome fay this was Hanun himfelf, as Farchi, now 
become a profelyte, which is not fo likely ; others 
take this man to be an J/raeiite that continued in 
Rabbah, the metropolis of the Ammonites, after it 
was taken by David: and Machir the fon of Ammiel 
of Lo-debar, the fame that brought up Mepbibo- 


and died, and was buried in the fepulchre of his father ,\ him off of his hands, for which now he requited 


though he died an ignominious death, he had an 
honourable burial ; it perhaps not being ufual in 
thofe times to put any mark of infamy on thofe 
that deftroyed themfelves, by refufing them inter- 
ment in the common burying-places of their friends 
and neighbours. 

¥. 24. Then David came to Mahanaim, &c.] 
A city on the other fide Yordan in the tribe of Gad, 


him, fee ch. ix. 5. and Barzillai the Gileadite o 
Rogelim ; aplace that lay under the hills of Gilead” ; 


ithad its name from the fwllers who dwelt here fore 


the convenience of fountains of water to wath their 
clothes in. Sat 

¥.28. Brought beds, &c.] For David and his 
men, who, fleeing from Yerufalem in hafte, could 
bring none with them, and therefore were ill pro- 


Job. xiii. 26, 30. famous for its being the place| vided whilft in the plains of the wildernefs; the 


tapen Sw Wy recepit ad domum fuam, Montanus. 
& David de Pomjs, Lexic. fol. 148. 2. 
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Septuagint verfion fays there were ten of them, and 
that they were of tapeftry, wrought on both fides, 
and fuch the antients ufed *,' fee Prov. vii. 16. and 
fo ten bafons in the next claufe: and bafons, and 
earthen veffels ; to put their food and liquors in, 
and eat and drink out of, and for other fervices: 
and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn; 
or Kali, which was made of the above corn ground 
into meal, and mixed with water or milk, and eat 
with honey or oil, as there was another fort made 
of pulfe after-mentioned: and beans, and lentiles, 
and parched pulfe; or Kali, made of thefe in the 
above manner. Some think * coffee is meant, but 
without Teafon. 
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the people in Fudea; fee Ifa. vii. 15—22. and fheep, 
with which and goats the land of Gilead abounded ; 
fee Cant. iv. 1, 2. and cheefe of kine; made of the 
milk of cows, as it commonly is: for David, and 
for the people that were with him, to eat and tio 


:|doubt they brought wine with them for them to 


drink ; the men that brought thefe, fome brought 
one fort, and fome another, or however different 
parcels of the fame, and did not join in one prefent ; 
for they came from different parts: for they /uid, 
The people is hungry, and weary, and thirfty in the 
wilderne/s,; where they had been fome time, and 
out of which they had juft come, and fo weary 
with travelling, and therefore brought beds to lie 


y. 29. And honey, and butter, &c.] Honey was| down and reft upon ; and being hungry and thirfty, 


much in ufe with the antients; Homer” fpeaks of it; through want of bread and water in the wildernets, 
as a part of the provifions at a feaft, and as food|they brought them both eatables and drinkables ; 
with which perfons were nourifhed and brought up;|for though the latter is not expreffed, it is.to be 


and the antient Scy¢hzans lived on milk and honey ‘ ; 
and this and butter were pretty much the food of 


Cube Ashe 


N this chapter is an account of David’s review 

of his army, preparing it for battke with 4d/c- 
lom, and thofe with him, y¥. 1—5. and of the de- 
feat and flight of the rebels, y. 6, 7, 8. and of 
the death of 4/clom, and the manner of it, and of 
his burial, ¥.. g—18. and of the news of it brought 
to’ David by different perfons, ¥. 19 —32. and of 
his great grief and forrow on that atcount, ¥. 33. 


y.1. And David numbred the people that were 
with him, &c.| Which Yofephus fays “ were 4000 ; 
but one would think there fhould be more by what 
follows: and fet captains of theufands, and captains 
of hundreds over them, he divided his army into 
companies, which confifted fome of a thoufand 
and others of a hundred; over each of which he fet 
captains, to lead them on, direct and command 
them in battle. - 

¥.2. And David fent forth a third part of the 
people under the hand of Joab, &c.] Very likely 
that which made the centre of the army, fince 
Foab was the general of the army; though this 
diftribution was made when David thought to have 
headed the army himfelf, and fo made with refpect 
to that: anda third part under the hand of Abifbai 
the fon of Zeruiah, Foab’s brother; who was next 
to Joab in the army, and fought with him againft 
the Syrians and Ammoyites, ch. x. 10, 11. and a 
third part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite, of 
whom fee ch. xv. 19. of thefe two parts confifted 
the right and left wings of the army : and the king 
faid unto the people, the foldiers, and particularly 
the officers: J will furely go forth with you myfelf 
alfo, in which he feemed very refolute and peremp- 
tory; and this he propofed to do, not merely to 
animate the foldiers with his prefence, and to fhew 
that he was willing to hazard his life with them, 
~vbut chiefly for the fake of Abfalom, to preferve his 
life, if poffible. . inn 33 ; 

y. 3. But the people anfwered, Thou fhalt not go 
forth, &c.) They were as refolute as David: for 
if we flee away, they will not care for us, to purfue 
after us; they will make no account of the victory ; 


2 Vid. Ari@ophan. in Plato, p. 55. 
y. 245. & Odyff. 20. ¥.72. Alex 
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underftood, as the word shirfly fuppotes, 
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but if they cbuld flay David, or get hith into their 
hands, it would be more to them than if the whole 
army was routed : but now thou art worth ten thou- 
fand of us; not onlyin our own efteem, but in the 
account of the enemy, who had rather thou fhouldft 
fall into their hands than 10,000 of us; and as the 
advantage to them, fo the lofs to us would be more 
than 10,000 men: therefore now it is better that 
thou fuccour us out of the city; either by fending 
them provifions or recruits, that might be there in 
referve, if neceffary ; or by being ready toreceivethem 
into it fhould they be repulfed; or rather, by his 
prayers to God for them; fo the Targum, ‘* now 
it is better that thou pray for us out of the city 3” 
that is, that the Lord would help us; and-fo moft 
of the Zewi/o commentators underftand it of helping 
them by his prayers and counfels, 
¥. 4. And the king faid unto them, What feemeth 
you beft, I will do, &c.| Which was an inftance 
of great condefcenfion in him ; and it was his wif- 
dom and prudence to yield to them at fuch a time 
as this, and efpecially as their fentiments were 
founded on affection and loyalty to him: aad the 
king flood by the gate-fide; of the city of Mabanaim : 
and all the people came cut by hundreds, and by thou- 
ands; and pafled by him, to whom no doubt he 
gave his bleffing and beft wifhes; and, as /bar- 
binel thinks, now it was he compofed and faid the 
20th pfalm, The Lord hear thee in the day of troa- 
ble, &c. 
¥.5. And the king commanded Foab, and Abifhai, 
and Ittai, &c.\ His three generals, to whom he 
had committed his army divided into three parts : 
faying, Deal gently for my fake with the young man, 
even with Abjalom; he does not call him his jon, 
being in rebellion againft him, but the young man, 
who was young, and rafh, and foolifh, and fo to 
be pitied; his requeft is, that they would fpare him, 
and not take away his life, when in their power ; 
that they would not aim at him, and puth him 
hard, and fall upon him with wrath and fury ; but 
if he fell into their hands, to take him alive, and 
bring him away, and not put him to death. This 
flowed 
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flowed from a natural affeétion to him, and a con-|guide him, nor ftop, nor divert him from going 
cern for the welfare of his foul, that he might not die} under it: end his head caught hold of the oak ; either 
inthis fin ; and alfo from 2 confcioufnefs that it was| the hair of his head was entwifted and entangled in __ 
for his own fins that he was raifed up to rebel againft| the thick boughs of the oak ; ‘or rather his he 
him; and he feems to fpeak as if he was certain] jammed into a forked branch of the oak: amd 
that the battle would go for him, and againit 4b-| was taken up between the heaven and the earth, hut 
falom; and which he might conclude from the an-|in the air between both, as unworthy to live in F 
{wer of prayer he had in defeating the counfel of|either: avd the mule that was under him went away, 
Abithopbel: and all the people beard when be gave\and left him hanging in the oak... , 7 yy, 
all the captains charge concerning Abfalom;, notonly| ¥.10. And a certain man faw it, Ge.) Saw 
the three generals, but all the captains of hundreds} him in the above pofture, one of Davéd’s foldiers;., 
and thoufands, and this was heard by the common|and told Foeb, ond faid, Behold, I faw Abjalom 
foldiers as well as by the people of the city that}banged in an oak; caught by the neck in one, out. 
were fpectators on this occafion, fee ¥, 12. of which he could not difengage himfelf, bur there 
y¥. 6. So the people went out into the field againft| he hung, though alive. “+ oft ie ; 
Tiracl, &c.] _Fofepbus ° calls it a great field, with} yY.11. And Joab faid unto the man that told bint, 
a wood behind it: and the battle was in the wood of |\&c.). That gave the above account of him; and 
Ephraim; or near it ‘rather ; not in a wood in the|Zebeld thou faweft him, in reality ; or, didfe thou 
tribe of Ephraim, which lay on this fide fordan ;|fee him? is it a fact? and why didft thou not fmite 
whereas, this battle was fought on the other fide| 4m there to the ground; kill him on the fpot, that - 
ordan, inthe land of Gilead, not far from Maba-|he might have dropped from the tree to the ground : 
naim, where was this wood; and which was fo|and I would bave given thee ten fhekels of fiver; on 
called, either from the flaughter of the Ephraimites| the news of it, for doing it, which was near 24 
here in the times of Fephthah, Fudg. xii. 4, 5, 6.|fhillings of our money; Yo/epbus fays ‘ 50 thekels ; . 
or from the Ephraimites, feeding their cattle here|the Arabic verfion has it 10,000 talents.of filver, 
and near it; for the Fews fay §, that Fo/oua gave|too great a fum by far: azd a girdle, which wasa@ 
them a grant to feed their cattle in any wood in}mark of great honour, and a token of acommiffien - 
any of the tribes of J/rae/; and lying near Yordan,| under him, and of invefting him with a military of- 
they ufed to drive their cattle over to this place,| fice; fee 1 Sam. xviii. 4. it ufed to be given as an ho- 
from whence it had its name. norary reward to foldiers that behaved ‘well, as on 
y.7. Where the people of Ifrael were flain before|the contrary it was reckoned a reproach to be uns 
the fervauts of David, &c.] That is, the people|girt, or the girdle to be taken away = 4 
of Jfrael that were under Abfalom, thefe were beaten| y.12. And the man faid unto Foab, &c.] Dit- 
by David's army :, and there was a great flaughter| daining his propofal: Though I fooild receive 100 
that day of 20,000 men; including both thofe that| fhekels of /lver in mine band; or fuch.a fam thould 
fell in the field of battle, and that were flain in the] be offered to me ; the Arabic verfionis 1,000,000: . 
purfuit ; and this is to be underftood only of 4)-|yet would I not put forth my hand againft the king’s 
‘falom’s party. fon; to {mite him, and flay him ++ for im our bear- 
¥. 8. For the battle was there fcattered over the\ing the king charged thee, and Abifhai, and Ittais 
face of all the country, &c.] Or the warriors were|his three generals : faying, Beware that none touch 
fcattered, as the Targum; Abfalom’s foldiers, their|¢he young man Abjalom ; io as to flay him»; they were 
ranks were broken, and they were thrown into the| charged to abftain from it themfelves, and to watch 
utmoft confufion, and ran about here and there|and obferve others, and keep them from doing it. 
all over the field or plain in which the battle was} ¥.13. Otherwife I fhould bave wrought falboad 
fought, and into the neighbouring wood: and the|againft mine own life, &c.| Or fouls hefthould . 
wood devoured more people that day, than the fword|not only have expofed his life to danger, but aéted 
devoured ; there were more flain in it than in the|falfely to the king, by going contrary to his or- 
field of battle, what by, one thing or another; as}ders ; yea, would have done that which was con- 
by falling into pits and on ftumps of trees, andj trary to his own confcience ; and if heshad buoy’c 
being entangled in the bufhes, andcould make but| himfelf up with the hope of impunity, of ofa reward, 
little hafte, and fo were overtaken by David’s men}|he fhould have.found himéelf miftaken ; the textual 
and flain; infomuch that, as Jo/epbus * obferves,|reading is, againft bis life', or foul, theulifenter 
there were more flain fleeing than fighting, and|4b/alom, by taking it away: for there is no matter 
perhaps fome might perifh by wild beafts ; fo the} 4id from the king; this, though done ever fo ‘fe- 
Largum, ‘ and the beafts of the wood flew more}cretly, would have come to his knowledge by fome 
of the people than were flain by the fword;” and|means or another, and then I fhould have incurred’ 
fo the Syriac and Arabic verfions render. the words| his difpleafure, and fuffered for'it: aad thou 
to the fame purpofe. we | would have fet thyself -againfi me} to aceufeand 
. ¥. 9. And Abfalom met the servants of David,\bring him to juftice; he would shave been fe 
_&c.] When his army was routed, ‘he was in fuch|from protecting him, that he would have been 
_a fright thathe knew not which way to flee, and in-|firft man that would have infifted om it t 
ftead of flying from David’s men, he fled in the|fhould be punifhed for it; or why doft not 
way of them; but none of them attempted to flay; thyfelf fet thyfelf againft him, and ‘fmite him? 
him, nor even to ftop him, but let him pafs by|thou mayeit if thou pleafelt, yonder he hangs, 
them, knowing David’s charge concerning him :|and fmite him.) 95,» * . 
, and Abfalom rode upon a mule; as was common for} ¥. 14., Then faid Foab, I may not tarry thu 
_ great pérfonages to. do in thofe days, ch. xiii, 29.\ thee, 8c.) It is not worth whiletot 
. and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great|any longer, nor mutt I lofe time, arid 
oak; and running full fpeed, .44/a/om could not| opportunity ; I do not defire you to | 
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him, I'll go and do it myfelf: and be took three 
darts in Bi: bond 5 or three rods, which were either 
all iron, or however the tops of them. were iron 
Spikes : and thrujt them through the beart of Abfalem , 
or through the midit of his body; for if he had 
thruft through his heart, properly fpeaking, he 
mutt have died pas whereas he feems to have 
lived after this: while be was yet alive; ‘foab found 
him alive when he came to him, and fo he was 
when he thruft his darts through him ; and fo he 
was afterward ; for the words may be rendered, 
being yet alive, even after the darts were’ fixed if 
him, and even fo deeply as to pierce through his 
body: in the midff, or beart, of the oak; into 
which the darts Seay et 

¥.15. And ten young men that bare Foab’s ar- 
mour, &c.]| That waited upon him in the battle, 
to carry his'armour, and fupply him with it as he 
fhould have occafion ; thefe by his orders,: compaffed 
about, and [mote Abfalom, and flew bimy, they en- 
clofed him that none might refcue him, are {mote 
him with their fpears or ‘words, or whatfoever ar- 
mour they had, until it was a clear cafe that he 
was really dead. ‘oad in this difobeyed the king’s 
order, but provided for the, good of the nation,|and corners, of the Doric form ; and then changing 
and the fafety of the king. The Jews obferve ™,jinto'a round, a good height higher doth grow to a 
that meafure for meafure. was given to db/alom | point in fathion of a bell, all framed of the orow- 
he was proud of his hair, and therefore was hangedjing ftone , againft this there lies a great heap of 
by it; he Jay with ten concubines of his father,|{tones, which increafeth daily, by Yews and Mabo- 
and therefore was fmitten with ten lances. or fj pears| metans throwing {tones as they pafs by; fo that the 
by ten young men; and he ftole three hearts, the}frontifpiece of it, which faces: the road; as Lé 
heart of his father, the heart of the Sanhedrim, andj Brayx * fays, looks ‘like a mountain of ftones; but 
the heart of the men of Tfracl, and therefore three|as to the fabrick itfelf, he fays, there is nota finer 
darts were fixed in him. piece ‘of workmanfhip to be met with in all thofe 

¥. 16. And Foab blew the. trumpet, 8c.) . As| parts; it takes up|a compals of ground of 82 feet 
the fign of a retreat: and the people returned from\and an half {quare ; ‘the botdy, which is fquare, 
purfuing after Irae! upon the found of the trumpet, | with its moulding, is one entire piece; and the 
the meaning of which they underftood: for ‘foad| coping, which is an ornament to it, and runs up 
held back the people; from fhedding any morejinto a point, taken with the reft of the work, is 
blood; the head of the confpiracy being removed, above, 30 feet high ; 20 columns, cut out of the 
the thing would be crufhed at once ; and Joab nei-\fame rock, add to the beauty of this pile ; one 
ther chofe to flay any more, nor take any prifoners, | fees through a broken window a great many pieces 
to be tried as traitcrs, being unawares, without of antiquity that hang ‘up ina chamber. Adri- 
thought, drawn into this rebellion. _ chomius alfo felates *, front travellers, that in the 

¥. 17. And they took Abjalom, and capt him into king’ s valley is now a tower, and a Jarge heap of 
a great pit in the wood, &c.] In the wood ‘of ftones, which is increafed every day more and 
Ephraim, neat to which the battle was fought, and} more ; for heathens and ftrangers paffing by there, 
into which Abfalom fled, and where he was flain : have a cuftom to caft every one a {tone at it,’ as it 
and laid a Dery, great heap of tones upon him, his} were revenging, according to the law, Ab/alom’s re- 
punifhment. was very exemplary ; he was. firft} bellion againtt David his father: and Gitte him after 
hanged on an oak, and then. thruft throug gh. with] this. manner; Let 4b/alom the parricide be curfed, 
darts and fwords, and then covered chia ftones,}and whoever unrighteoufly perfecutes’ their‘parents 
pointing to the death that a rebellious fon. accord: } are cuffed for ever: for he faid, I bave no fon to 
ing to the law, ought to die, Deut. XXi. 21. -tho? keep my name in remembrance for though he had 
this night be done in honour of him asa ‘King’s| three fons, it feems they were all dead, “fee ch. xiv. 


about two fu rlongs from Ferufalem. The author of: 
Cippi Hebr aici” places i it at the bottom of the mount 
of Olives: this is obferved to thew how vain are the 
devices and contrivances of men’s hearts; Abfalom 
intended to have been buried under or by'this mo- 
numental pillar near Ferufalem, and lo, lie was bu- 
ried in a pit, under an heap of ftones, in a wood 
on thé other fide ‘fordan ;' whether his ‘bones were 
ever removed hither it is not certain, though a no- 
tion has obtained, that his grave was near this 
pillar. Rauwolff 2 fays, that as you go from the’. 
valley of ‘Febofhapbat* to the mount ef Olives, you 
fee below, towards your left hand, ‘near tnto the 
bridge of the river Cedroz, an old fquare building 
like unto a fteeple ; this, although it is believed to 
this day, not only by Chriftians, “put alfo by Turks 
and Moors, to be the grave of bfalom, as you 
fhall-fee them fling ftones into it as they ‘go by, to 
revenge his undutifulnefs to his father, yet was he not 
buried there. Sandys * fays, at the eaft end of the 
bridge, (over Cedron) and a little on the north, 
ftands the pillar of 4bfalom, being yet entire, and 
of a good fabrick, rifing in a lofty fquare, below 
adorned with half columns, w rought out of the fides 


‘don; for fuch samuli, or Heaps of ftones ¢ Or earth, 27. and he called the pillar after bis dwn name, and 


were uted by the antients as fepulghral. monuments,| i is called unto this day, Abfalom’s place or his band "5 
and the larger the more honourable *; fee the note] the work of his hand ; tome wrongiy think it was in 
on fof. vii. 26. and viii. 29. and. al Traél fied the form of an-hand ; it was an obelifk or monu- 

every one to bis tent ; or to his city, as the Targum ;| ment, erected to preferve “his name’; ‘but fince it 
every one returned to their own houfe, and to their, became fo infamous, it would have beeh better to 
own bufinefs, and fo the tebellion ceafed. have had it buried in oblivion. Such fepulchral 

¥. 13. Now Afalom Gn bis life-time bad taken,\ monuments were wfed j in other nation’ 3 fo Minerva 
&¢.] Had taken it into his head, had of -himfelf|advifed Telemachus*'to go in queft of his father 
deviled it, as Kimchi explains it; "he contrived the, \Uliffes, and if he could not: find him, but was af- 
following {cheme to perpetuate ‘his memory : and fured of his death, then to raifé a fignal or mont- 
reared Hp. for bimfelf a pillar, which is in the king’s ment in memory ‘of him, which he refolved to do. 
dale vet or valley, the valley of Febfoaphat, this| ¥. 19. Then foid Abimaa the fon of Zadok, &c.] 
pillar was of marble, as Fafephus ° = and ftood' To bkiees fer it feems he” ftayed with the army 


when 
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when he with Yoaathan brought the meflage from|tains ; which thought he fhorter way, that throug 


Hufbai to David: let me now run, and bear the|the plain. was eafielt, and fooneft run, though the: ‘ 


king tidings how that the Lord hath avenged him on longett. a 
bis enemies; which he thought would be very ac- : 3, ee} 
ceptable to hear of as foon as poffible ; and to beOF the city of Mabanaim which being a fortified 
ameffenger with tidings of a victory, as it was ho-|place had two walls, one within another, and in 


nourable, fo likewife profitable then as now ; tho’{each wall a gate ; and between thele David fat, - 


perhaps Abimaaz might have no refpect to the re- waiting for news of the battle : and the watchman 
ward, as indeed none could be expected, fince thejwent up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, 


death of Abfalom would be fo difagreeable to the gate to the outward wall, over which wasa - 


the king; but was defirous of it, that the king|tower, and on that a flat roof; to which the wateh- 
might be acquainted with the event of the battle)man went to obferve if he could fee an exprefs co- 
as {oon as might be. ming ; no doubt by David’sorders: and lift.up bis 


¥.24. And David fat between the two gates, &c.}* * 


y. 20. And Joab faid unto him, thou fhalt not\eyes and looked; that is, very diligently and wifh- . 


bear tidings this day, &c.] Becaufe Foab knew the fully : and behold, a man running alone; which 
tidings of bfalom’s death would not be acceptable made him the more obfervable, and was the more 
totheking ; and Abimaaz being a good man, andijlikely to bea mefienger. - 
the fon of a prieft, for whom Foab had a refpect,| ¥. 25. And the watchman cried and told the king, 
he would not fend the tidings by him, which he &c.] Called with a loud voice from the roof of 
was fenfible would not recommend him to‘thejthe watch-tower to the king, fitting between the 
king : but thou fhalt bear tidings another day ;|gates, and informed him what he faw : aad the 
when any falvation is wrought, or victory obtain-|Aing faid, if he be alone there is tidings im bis mouth ; 
ed, the tidings of which willbe welcome : dgt ¢his|for if the army was routed and fied, and were pur- 
day thou halt bear no tidings, becaufe the king’s fon\fued, there would be more in company, or feveral 
is dead 5 and thou muft carry the news concerning|running one after another: but being but one, it 
his death, which it is not proper thou fhouldft|was highly probable that he was fent exprefs : and 


being a prieft, nor will it be to thine advan- 
tage. 

‘Y. a1. Then faid Joab to Cufbi, &c.] The Etbio- 
pian, or blackmoor ; who either was an E¢hipian 
by birth and profelyted, or he was an J/reelite of a 
black complexion, and therefore fo called ; and 
was judged a proper perfon by the general to carry 
fuch difmal news to the king, as he knew it would 
be. Some Yewi/b writers* take him to be the fame 


he come apace, and drew near; which was another 
fin of his being a meflenger, the haite he made 
towards the city. 

¥. 26. And the watchman faw another man run- 


ning, &c.] At a farther diftance: and the waich- 


man called unto the porter ; that kept the gate, un- 
der which the watch-tower was: andfaid, bebald 
another man runneth abone ; as the other, and has 


the fame appearance of a meflenger : amd the king | 


with Cub the Benjaminite, in the title of the 7th|/2id, he alfo bringeth tidings , it being ufual then, 
pfalm ; and that he is the fame that told oad he|asnow, to difpatch one mefienger after another, as 
faw ALfalom hanging in an oak, and declared that |frefh accounts coming in made it necefiary. 


if 1000 fhekels of filver were offered him, he would 


¥. 27. And the watchman faid, me thinketh, 8c.] 
not have put forth his hand againft him, ¥. 10, 11,/Or, J fee * ; I perceive; fo it appears to me : 


thas 


12. though fome think this was one of the ten|he running of the foremoft is like the running of Abi- 


young men that waited on Foab, and by his orders 
flew Abfalom , but it would have been dange- 
rous for one of thefe to have carried the tidings, 
had he been known by David to have done it: go 
tell the king what thou haft fen; by which it fhould 
feem that he was prefent when 4d/alom was killed : 
and Cufhi bowed himfelf unto Foab , in reverence to 
him as his general, and in thankfulnefs for fending 
him on this errand: and ran; as faft as he 
could. 


maaz the fon of Zadok ; who it feems was well 
known, and famous for his manner of running 
and f{wiftnefs in it, having been employed in car- 
rying expreffes before from ‘Yerufalem to David, 
and his army, wherefoever they were ; and fome 
of thefe perfons thus employed were very fwift ; 
we read * of one that was a king’s mefieniger, that 
went from Ferufalem to Tyre, on the 1ft of Elué, 
or 4uguft, in a night and a day ; which, accord- 
ing to Bunting * , was 100 miles: this watchman 


¥. 22. Then faid Abimaaz, the fon of Zadok, yet| muft be one of David's centinels, who was well ac- 


again to Foab, &c.) He could not be eafy, even;quainted with the people about him: and the king 
though a meflenger was difpatched, but preffed|/aid,. be is a good man, and cometh with good tidings 3 
Joab till: but bowfoever let me, I pray thee, alfoshe knew he was a man of courage, and therefore 
run after Cufoi ; only permit me to go after him,|was not one that fled, but muft be a meflenger » 
though not as a meflenger : and Joab faid, where-\and that he was well affeéted to him, and would 
fore wilt thou run, my fon ? having a great affec-|never be the mefienger of evil tidings to him. 
tion for him, and concerned that he fhould take] ¥. 28. And Ahiinaaz called and faid unto the king, 
trouble on him to no purpofe : /eeing thou haft no\&c. 
tidings ready ; no news to carry, but what Cy/bilby him, before he came up to him, he faid with a 
is gone with, and fo can have no audience of thelloud voice : al/ is well, the king’s army has had 
king, nor any reward from him. 
¥. 23. But bowfoever (faid he) let me run, &c.]\victory : or peace*; for it is but one word in th 
Be it as it may, I beg I may have leave ; and be-Joriginal, which fignifies all happinefs and profp 
ing fo very importunate, it was granted: gad bejrity, and this he wifhed the king; and fo iti 
Jaid ugto him, ran fince he would take no de-|fame as if he had faid, God fave the king, may - 
nial: then Abimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and|happinefs attend him : and be fell down to the ea: 
over-ran Cufbi , wha ran by the way of the moun-|upgn bis face befare the king ; when he came. nearet 
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As foon as he came fo near as to be heard | 


fuccefs, beat the rebels, and obtained a compleat 


s 
F 


\ 
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to him, not only in reverence of him, butinthank-} y¥. 31. And debold Cufoi came, &c.] A little 
fulnefs’ to God: and faid, bleffed’ be.the Lord thy|after: and Cufhi faid, tidings my lord the king ; 
God, whith hath delivered up the men that lift up|news is fent and brought by me, and good news it 
their hand againft my lord the king, in which helis: for the Lord hath avenged thee this day of all 
alcribes the victory, not to Yoab and his army, but} them that rofe up againft thee, they are either killed 
to the Lord}; to whom he ‘gives thanks ; and this!or difperfed ; chere is an entire victory over them, 
agreeable to his character as a good man,’ and a}and deliverance from them. 
prieft of the Lord. hap . ¥. 32. And the king faid unto Cufbi, is the young 
¥.29. And the king foid, is the young man Abfa-\man Abfalom fafe? &c.\ The fame quettion chat 
lom fafe ? &c.] Or is there peace‘ tochim 5 you fay|was put to Abimaaz, y.\29. which fhews what 
there is peace, and that profperity and fuccefs have|lay neareft his heart, and was uppermott in his 
attended my army ; but what peace has Ab/alom?|mind : aud Cufhi anfwered, the enemies of my lord 
is he well, and in fafety ? David feemed more con-|the king, and all that rife againft thee to do thee 
cerned for him, than for his army, and the fuc-|Aurt, be as that young maz is,, which was tacitly 
cels of it; and even fuggefts as if it was nothing |{aying he was dead, and fo David underttood it ; 
if Abfalom was not fafe, fo great were his affections|and he exprefled it in fuch a manner, that David 
towards him : and Abimaaz anfwered, when Foab|could not be difpleafed with the mefienger, though 
fent the king’s fervant , which was Cu/bi, the firft the meflage was grievous to him. ‘4 
mefienger, whofe office perhaps it was to be one of| y¥. 33. And the king was much moved, &c.] Fis 
the king’s meffengers, and therefore called his}affections were moved, his paffions were ftirred 
fervant : and me thy fervant Abimaaz , himfelf|up; he was greatly troubled, diftreffed, and erie- 
who was {ent after the other : J faw a great tumult,|ved : and went up to the chamber over the gate, and 
but I knew not what it was; he perceived that the|wept; got out of fight and company as foon as hé 
tidings of the death of 4d/alom would be difagree-}could ; as his own dwelling was at fome diftance; 
able to the king, and therefore concealed it trom/he made hafte to the chamber in the watch-tower, 
him; and though a good man, he cannot be ex-jover the gate of the city, where the watchman 
cufed from lying, tor certainly he knew that 44-|was, to vent his grief ; and could not fupprefs it 
falom was dead, as appears from y. 19, 20: though |till he got thither : and as be went, up the ftairs to 
indeed what he faid might be true, that after Foab|the chamber: thus he faid, O my fon Abfalom, my 
had fent him and Cui, as the Targum paraphrafes|/ox, my fon Abjalom, which repetition: exprefles 
it, he faw a company of people gathered together |the vehemence of his affections, and how inconfo- 
in a tumultuous manner, the meaning of which he}lable he was on account of his fon’s death : would 
knew not; but then this was no otherthan aneva-|God I had died for thee, O Abjalom, my fon, my fon s 
fion. fome think he faid this on account of his eternal 
¥. 30. Aad the king faid unto him, turn afide, and|{tate, being fatisfied of his own ; but it may be, it 
fiand bere, &c.] On the fide of him, not far from|was only the effect of natural affection, indulged 
him, until the other meffenger°came, that he might|to too great a degree, and unbecoming fo good a 
learn from them both the true ftate of the cafe : avd|man in fuch acafe;, the Targum is, “* 1 with I had 
he turned. afide, and ftood fill, faying nothing more|died for thee, and thou hadft remained - this 
to the king, nor he to him. day.” 
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D AV 1D indulging to too much grief for theyhe faw the king: Lebold the king weepeth and mourit- 
death of his fon, is rebuked by oad, and\eth for Abfalom ; for the death of him, inftead of 
threatened with a revolt of the people from him,}rejoicing at the victory obtained, and the delive- 
it he did not change his conduét, which he accord-|rance from his enemies. " 
ingly did, ¥. r—8. upon which the men of [jrael| y.2. And the vitiory that day was turned into 
were the firft that moved for the bringing him back] mourning unto all the people, &c.] They alfo mourn- 
to Ferufalem, and the men of Fudab were folicitedjed too, inftead of expreffing joy upon the occafion : 
to join with them in it, which was effected, y.|for the people heard fay that day how the king was 
o—1s. and at Fordan Shimei that had curfed him|grieved for bis fon; this report was fpread among 
met him, and afked his pardon, and was forgiven,|them, which damped their joy, and hindered chews 
y. 16—23. and when come to Ferufalem Mephibo-|\from giving any tokens of it, as were ufual at fuch 
( foeth excufed fo well his not going out with him,|times. ) 
chat he had half his land reftored tohim, which] yr. 3. Aud the people got them by ftealth that day 
had -been given to his fervant, ¥. 24—30. andlinto she city, &c.} Did not march into it in com- 
Barzillai, who had very liberally fupplied the king, panies, in a public and triumphant manner, as con- 
was allowed to return to his own city, and Chim- querors ufed to do ; but entered in a private man- 
bam his fon was taken to court, ¥. 31—40. and a ner, one by one, or a very few together, not ca- 
contention arofe between the men of J/rael and of ring to be feen or known, at leaft by the king, as 
‘yudah about the. reftoration of the king, which if- fearing they had incurred his difpleafure : bik as 
fued in an infurrection, as the next chapter fhews, people being afhamed fieal away when they flee in bat- 
¥. 41, 425 43- : ; tle, as if they had been conquered, and not con- 
querors; may, had acted a cowardly part, and 
y¥. 1. And it was told Foab, &c.] When returned’ ran away ; and fo cared not to be feen, k ft they 
to Mabanaim, or on his way to it; perhaps by the fhould be reproached, or fuffer for their cowar- 
meflengers he fent; and this report he had meee ' i 
€ 995 roybyy eltne pax puero ? ¥. As 
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You. HW. N* t9. 79 


a 


602 
yi 4. But the hing covered: bis. face, &o.] A 


their fervices ; but. wrapped himflf in his mantle,}by the | 
after the manner of mourners: and the king cried\{aid to aroufe him, and 


with a loud voice, O my fon Abfalom, O Absalom, 
my fon, my fon 5 and this was fome time,, perhaps 
fome days after he had received the news of his 
death, fince Yeab andthe army were returned from 
the battle ; had it been a fudden ftart.of paffion, 
upon firft hearing the news, and had continued a 
few hours, it would have been more excufable; but 
to continue fome days, as it is very probable it did, 
was very unbecoming. 
y¥.5. And Foab came into the houfe to the king, 
&c.] For by this time he was removed from the 
chamber over the gate to his own dwelling houfe 
or palace, where he continued the fame doleful 
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‘ord of the Lord, as the 7, 


make. im be 
and think what was proper for him to 
go not forth, there will not tarry one w 
night ; fignifying that, he would ule 
the army to go off with it, and fet up an 
and. did not doubt of fuccefs} as well - 
what temper and humour the people were in thro? 
the king’s conduct : aud, that will be wo { 


i 


thee than all the evil that befel thee from fei Zs 


til now 5+ for when he was perfecuted by Saw/,_ he 
had anumber of friends that adhered clofe to him ; 
and when J/bofheth was fet up againit him by 4b-_ 
ner asking of J/rael, the tribe of “Judah cleavec 
him, anointed him their king, and abode by hin 


wherefore, fhould he now be abandoned by. ix 
of all iby fervants , they can’t lift up their heads, }army, his cafe would be worfe than. ever. it had 
and look any inthe face, nor one another ; but be-|been. oi / ee ae 
have as if they had cgmmitted fome very great} ¥. 8. Then the king aoe, and fat in the ; 
fault, in fighting with the rebels, and beating|&c.] Of the city, a public place, where the inha- 
them ; which this day have faved thy life, and the\bitants met on divers accounts at times, and, where 
lives of thy fons, and of thy daughters, and the lives\there were always people palling and .repa Ting 
of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines , which|end they told unto all the people, or it was reported 
in ail probability would have been taken away, if|to the foldiers particularly : faying, dehold the king 
the victory had been on the fide of Ab/alom. doth fit in the gate; has laid afide his mourning, ap- 
¥. 6. In that thow-loveft thine enemies, and hatef|pears ;in public, and. receives his friends, an 
mele 


ditty as at firlt: thou haft Jhamed this day the faces 


ihy friends, &c.] Which though not ftriétly true, tends to bufinefs : avd all the people came befe 

there was fome appearance of it, which is here}Aéag; to congratulate him on the victory ob 

greatly exaggerated ; in that he exprefled fo muchjtoreceive his thanks and, his favours, : for Iraek 
grief and forrow for 4d/alom his enemy, who had! had fled every man to bis tent ; or to his city, .as the 
rebelled againft him, and fhewed fo little regard to} Targum ; that is, thofe that followed Ad/alom ; 
his friends, that had expofed their lives for him :}which is obferved not on account of what goes be- 
for thou heft declared this day; by his conduct andjfore, but of what follows after ; fee. ch. xviii. 
behaviour, mourning for his rebellious fon, andj17- Ju Lad 
¥. 9. And all the people were at firifeti 


tears, and go forth from his houfe, where he had|the land of ¥udea on this fide ‘Yfordan, and to” 
fhut himfelf up retired from all company, to the/that- river; not from a fpirit of cowardice 
gate of the city, where the people pafféd and re-|from tehdernefs to his fon, he did not cht 
pafled, and there was a concourfe of them: this hejfight againft ; and from a concern for is m 
faid not by way of command, but by way of ad-|polis Yeru/alem, left that fhould be hurt, as 
vice ; though all along he feems to take too much} for the fafety of hisperfon. © =» 99 = 
upon him, and to fpeak unbecoming a fubject,} ¥. 10. And Abfalom whom we: anointed 
and not with that decency as was neceflary in fpeak-] &c.] To be king; which either was really 
ing to aking; but ic may be obferved, that a ge-| 4b/a/lom’s party, or in ¢ffect by proclaimi 
neral of an army had great power over princes in]/pointing him king: is dead iv battle, w 
thofe times, and prefumed very much on their in-|(he thing was not of God, and by wh 
tere{t in the army, which led them fometimes not}they were releafed from their oath of | 
to behave with that decorum as became them: aad|him: now therefore why Jpeak ye noha 
[peak comfortably unto thy fervants; commend them [ringing the. king back ? why fo qui nd 
tor their courage and faithfulnefs, thank them for} filent about it ?. nobody {peaks of it, 
ee. et ee 
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eleaft hint of it, or fhews any concern about it 5 |that they were unanitnoufly and affectionately agreed 
_but the greateft coldnels and: indifference, as if it/to reftore him =: in this ‘way David chofe to rée- 
_ was amatter of /noimportance. turn ; he'could have come without their leave, or 
| @. 11. dad king David fent to Zadok and to Abia- any invitation from them, as he was their lawful 
sthar the priefis, &e.) Who were at Jerufalem, and|king, and a ‘viétorious one, the rebellion being 
in his intereft ; perhaps by Abintaaz and Fonathan cruthed and had it in his power to chattife thofe 
their fons > faying, /peak unto the elders of “fudab s\concerned in it, and ufe them with feverity ;- but 
particularly thofe that were at Yerufalem, with|he chofe rather to gain the hearts of his people, 
wwhoni they had an intereft: ‘why are ye the laft to}and to come in a way peaceable to them, and ho- 
bring back the king ta bishoufe ?-tohis palace at ‘feru-|nourable to himéelf : Jo that they fent this word unto 
Jalem, ince David was of their tribe, and was firlt}tbe king, return thou and all thy fervants , perhaps 
anointed their king : what: might make them the by the fame meflengers that David fent; or it may 
more backward to it, was their being fo deep injbe, rather for honour’s fake they deputed fome of 
the rebellion, which was formed and cherifhed|their principal men to wait oa David, and invite 
among them, and brought to the height it was,|himto return to them with all’his retinue and army; 

through their connivance and encouragement, both|promifing allegiance and fidelity to him. 
at Hebron and Ferujalem, and therefore they might] y. 15. So the king ‘returned, and came to Fordan, 
fear the refentment of David, and that he would-not|8cc.] From Mabanaim thither, which according to 
ibe eafily reconciled unto them :'feeing the /peech of| Bunting* was 28 miles: vid Fudah came to Gil- 
ali Lfrael is come to the king, even to bis houfe ; or he}gal; that is, the elders, or principal men of the 
has received invitations from all the tribes of d/rael,| tribe of Fudab came thither 3 which place, accord- 
to return to his houfe or palace at Yerufalem; andjine to the fame writer*, was 12 miles from Fert: 
fothis was a part of the meflage of David to the|/alem, and.4:from Forden’s and was the firtt place 
priefts, to be'told to the elders as an aggravation|the J/rae/itesicame to when they paffed that river in 
ef their backwardnels, and as an argument:to ex-}Fo/bia’s time's but it feems to be rather more; fee 
cite them totheir duty ; though fome think thefe}the note on Fofbvii. x. and iv. 19. to goto meet the 
arethe words. of the hiftorian; to be inferted ina king, to conduét the king over Fordan ; but then they 
parenthefis,- as in our verfion, muftiproceed farther on, for Gileal feems to be fivé 

¥. 12. Ye are, my bre‘bren, ye are my bones and\or fix mileson this fide Fordén. 

my flee, 8c.) Being of the fame tribe, and theres}. ¥.16.. Ava Shimei the fon of Gera, a Benjamite, 
fore he fhould deal gently with them, ‘as if they| which was of Baburim, &c.] @f whom fee ch. xvi. 
were parts of his» body; and not be fevere upon 5. bafted and came down with the men of Fudab to 
them, for the hand they had in the. confpiracy, ‘as| eet king David; he took the firtt opportunity to 
they might fear: and wherefore then are ye the laft\ meet the king, and afk his pardon for his ill treat- 
to bring the king back 2? fince they were. fo'nearly| ment of him‘when he fled from Ferufalem ; for 
related to him, and-he fo ready to forgive them. » || hearing that4d/a/om was flain, and the victory was 
¥. 13. And fay ye to Amafa, &c.|. Whowas thejon the fide of David, who was returning: in tri- 


general of Ab/alom’s army, and who might fear ‘he 
fhould never be pardoned, whoever:was, and look- 
ed upon his cafe defperate ;: who had led on. the 


umph; he thought it advifeable as foon as poffible 
to make his fubmiffion, and entreat forgiyenefs, left 
he fhould fall a juft facrifice to his vengeance ; and 


army with Adjalom againft the king’s forces, and}a better opportunity he could not well have, than 
fought them: art thou not. of my bone, and of my\togo along with the men of ¥udah, who met the 
fiefo ? neariy related to him, being his fifter’s fon :|king firft of all. 
God do fo 10 me, and more alfa, than he had done to]. y. 17. And there were 1000 men of Benjamin 
Abfalom, or he imprecates the greateft evil-upon|with bim, &ci] Of which tribe he was, and thefe 
himfelf that could be thought of or named: if|were either +a band of foldiers, of which he was’ 
thou be not captain of the hoft before me continuallyin\the chiliarch’; or tenants ‘of his; which fhewed 
the room of Foabs; fignitying that he would*not|him tobe a great-man or his neighbours, and per-> 
only pardon the treafon he had been guilty of, but fons of fome figure, whom he prevailed upon to 
raife him to the higheft poft in the army ; and to|come as interceflors for him): and Ziba the fervant 
affare him of it, of which he might be doubtful, lof the boufe of Saul who had impofed upon David, 
confidering what he had done to merit his difplea-|and got his mafter’s inheritance from him, know- 
furey he makes this oath or imiprecation. . Yoab|ing that David would be undeceived by Mephibo- 
had got his ill-will by many inftances, as by the|/beth his mafter, when he came to Feru/alem ; and 
murder of Abner, and now by flaying Ab/alom|\therefore that he’ might be more tenderly dealt: 
againft his orders ; and by his rude and infolent|with, and come off the better, he was thus for-- 
behaviour to hiny when lamenting the death of his|ward to meet the king, and pay his refpeéts to 
fon; he wanted to be rid of him, and now having|him’: and bis fifteen fons and his twenty fervants 
an opportunity of putting a valiant man into his|with bim; which made a confiderable appearance 3; 
place, and thereby attaching him to his intereft, he|fee ch..ix. 10, and they went over: Fordan before the 
was determined to make ufe of it: king 5 to meet him on the other fide, both Shimei 
-y. 14. And he bowed the heart of allithe menof\and his 1000 men, and Ziba with his fons and fer- 
Sudab, even as the heart of one man, 8c. | This vants. 
the Fewifo commentators generally underftand of} y. 18. And there went over a ferry-boat to carry 
Amaja, that he wfed his intereft with the men ofjaver. the king’s boufhold, &c.] His wives and chil- 
Judah, and fo wrought upon them, that they agreed |dren, who could not fo well ford the river on foot ; 
as one man to fend for the king, and bring him |fome willhave'this to be a bridge of boats, a pon-_ 
back ; but it feems beft to underitand it of David,jtoon , and ‘Abarbinel thinks it might be a company 
who by thefe gentle methods, ‘kind meflages, andjof men, whovcarried the women and children on 
afiectionate fpeeches, powerfully inclined and en-|their fhoulders, one after another : and to do what 
gaged the hearts of the people towards him ; folve thought good; to carry over whatever ae the 
cing: 


1 Travels, &c. p.-142. & Tbid, Pp. 142, 143% 
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king pleafed, befides his family : aud Shimei the fon 
of Gera fell down before the king, as he was come 
over ‘Fordan , or juft as he was about. to come 
over, when he came to Jordan to take the boat in 
order to come over; for he went over Jordan to 

meet him, and therefore would take the firft op- 
- portunity of coming into his prefence, and fal] 
down before him, and make his fubmiffion to 
him, : 

y. 19. And faid unto the king, let not my lord the 
king impute iniquity unto me, &cc.] ‘That is, deal 
with him according to the defert of it, punifh him 
for it, but forgive it ; for non-imputation of fin is 
in effect the pardon of it ; neither do thou remember 
that which thy fervant did perverfly, the day my lord 
the king went out of Ferufalem ; he delires that he 
would not only forgive, but forget it; he owns it 
was a perverfe action, and aggravated by being 
done at the time when the king was in great trou- 
ble and diftrefs : that the king fhould take it,to bis 
heart ; and determine to avenge himfelf on him 
for it, 

y¥.20. For thy fervant doth know that I have 
finned, &c.] He was fenfible of it, and forry for 


it, and publickly acknowledged it before all the 


men he brought with him, and before all the fer- 
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vifing him to do what would be. prejudicial 


eee 


interett ; fee Adatt. xvi. 22, 23. as to ule feverity ‘ 
at fuch atime as this would have been ; for had he 
immediately ordered Shimei to be put to death, 
though he deferved it,.who was the firltmanthat 
came to afk pardon, the J/raelites in general, orall — 
however concerned in the rebellion, would have 
concluded they muft fhare the fame fate, and fo 
would not have fubmitted, but have raifed a new 
rebellion againft him ; and fome think Foad and 
Abifoci bad this in view, that they might keep ~ 
their pofts in the army : hall there any man be put to 
death this day in I/rael? there fhall not; the glory 
of this day fhall not be fullied by the death of any; 
nor the joy of it be turned into forrow in any family 
in J/rael, as would, if any was put to death for what 
had pafied during the rebellion: for do not I know 
that Iam this day king over Ifrael? and can and 
will do as { pleafe; as he had been driven from his 
throne and palace, and was now invited back again, 
and upon his return, it was as if he was made 
king anew, and afrefh inaugurated into’ his office ; 
and therefore no blood fhould be fpilt on that day 
on which he was reftored to his kingdom, 
y..23. Lberefore the king faid unto Shimei, thou 


halt not die, &c.| This day by my hands, oror- 


vants. of David; and as a token of the fincerity of |der, or by the fword, .1 Kings ii. 8. amd the king 
his repentance, and -as_an earneft of his future fi-|/ware unto bim ; that he fhould not die for that of- 


delity, he made this early fubmiffion : therefore be- 


hold I am come the firft this day of all the houfe of\new one, this oath was no longer binding on 
Fofeph, to go down to meet my lord the king ; but andjnot at all upon his heir and fuccefior. et ane 


why does he make mention of the houfe of Fo/eps, 
when he was of the tribe of Benjamin ? Kimchi 


fence, or for that only ; but if he committeda 
him, 


¥. 24. And Mephibofoeth the fon of Saul came 
down to meet the king, &c.| Not down to Fordan, 


fays that Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manaffeh, were|but Jerufalem, when the king was come thither, 
called the houfe of Fofeph; and it may be obferved|he came from his own dwelling to the king’s pa- 
that it is fometimes ufed for all J/rael, asin P/.|laces he is called the fon of Saul, though he was 
Ixxx. 1. and he was the firft of them that came, |his:grandion, and grandfons are fometimes called 
inafmuch as he came along with the men of 7#-|fons; though in the Septuagint it is, the fon’s fom 
dab, who came firft of all to fetch the king back ;|of Sau/, and the Syriac and Arabic verfions are, 
or Fofeph may ftand for the tribes of J/rae/, as di-|the fon of onathan, the fon of Saul: and bad nei~ 
ftin&t from ‘fudab, and he was the firft of them ;|¢her dreffed his feet; had not cut his nails, as the 
fome of the Yewi/h writers think he makes men-|Septuagint adds, his toe-nails ; or rather had not 
tion of the name of Fofepb, becaufe as the bre-|wafhed his feet, as the Targum~ paraphrafes: it 5. 
thren of Fo/eph ufed-him ill, and he returned good|which was frequently done in tho!e countries, partly” 
to them; fo though he had ufed David ill, he ho-jfor refrefhment, and partly to remove the filth of 
ped he would doas Jo/eph did, return good for evil ;}them contracted, by walking bare-footed, or only 
and others reprefent him as fuggefting hereby to}with fandals, as’ alfo becauie of the ill fmellvof. 
David, that all J/rael had ufed him ill, and he|them, which was offenfive ¢ nor trimmed bis beard ; 
worfe than them all; and now he was come firft,Jor fhaved his upper lip, and took no care that the 
and they were all waiting what he would do to him,|hair of his chin fhould be in any order 5 otherwife 
that if he received him kindly, all would come|that was never fhaved, to do it would be contrary 
and make their peace with him. to the law in Lev. xix. 26. nor wajfbed his clothes ; 
¥. 21. But Abifhai the fon of Zeruiab anfwered\his linen clothes, his thirts, or any other that ufed ~ 
and faid, &c.] The fame perfon that would have/to be wafhed; or whitened them, as the Targum, 
taken off the head of Shimei at the time he curfedjhe had not fent them, his woollen clothes, to the’ 
David, if he would have given him leave, ch. xv.|fuller, to get out the fpots, and whiten them. “Alb 
9. foall not Shimei be put to death for this ? this hu-|thefe were tokens of mourning, and fhewed him 
miliation and acknowledgment he has made, fhall}to be a fincere mourner for the king’s departure; 
he be forgiven on that account? fhall fo {mall aJand the trouble he was in, fince it was fo long cons 
matter as this atone for fo great a crime he has been|tinued: from the day the king departed, until the 
guilty of, as that he fhall not die? decaufe or tho’'|day be came again in peace, which mutt be a confi= 
be curfed the Lord’s anointed ; is afking pardon fuf-|derable time, and therefore he muft be in a molt 
ficient to expiate fo foul an offence, for which ac-|fordid and rueful condition. (Ot 
cording to the law he ought to die ? or for this ac-] ¥.25. And it came to pafs, when be came to Feru= 
tion which he has done, as the Arabic verfion, in|/alem to meet the king, &c.] Perhaps fro 
curfing the Lord’s anointed, place where his eftate was; or, as pier 
¥.22. And David faid, what have I to do with\fion, when he came from Ferufalem, from wh Ice 
you ye fons of Zeruiah ? &c.] See the note onch.}he went a lictle way to meet the king, as he w 
xvi. 10. that ye fhould this day be adverfaries unto\coming thither ; for it was faid he abode at Fe 
me? or a Satan unto me, as the word is, by ad-'/alem, ch. xvi. 3. that the king faid unto bi 


v3 


4 
195) quamvis, vel cum tamen, Pifcator. 


is, ie P . | Q it 7 / | ¢ . 
 « ® , 5 : 
Ohixix.%.26—3s. IL SA MU EF L: 6og 


fore wentep not thou with me, Mepbibofbeth 2 when 
he departed from erufalem, being obliged to flee 
ftom thence becaufe of Abfalom ; it is very proba- 


ble David would never have afked him this quef- 
tion, knowing his lamenefs, had it not been for 
the fuggeftion of Ziba his fervant , that he ftayed 
at Ferufalem, hoping that the kingdom of his fa- 


ther would be reftored to him, ch. xvi. 3.» © 


¥. 26. And be anfwered, my lordy O' king, my 
fervant deceived me, &c.] His fervant Zida, who 
inftead of faddling an afs for him by his order, 


went off with that and another himfelf, ch. xvi. 1. 


for thy fervant faid, I will faddle me an afs; he not 


only determined this in his own mind, but gave or- 


ders to his fervant tofaddle one for him : that I may 


ride thereon, and go to the king, becaufe thy fervant 


is dame ; and could not walk a-foot, being lame of 


both his feet, ch. iv. 4. and ix. 3, 13. 

v.27. And he hath flandered-thy fervant unto my 
lard the king, &c.] By -fuggefting that he tayed 
at Ferufalem with a view to the kingdom, hopin 
that the quarrel between David and Ab/falom would 
iffue in the reftoration of it to his father’s family , 
which was 2 mere calumny, he having had no fuch 
thought, nor was there any foundation for it: dut 


my lord the king is an angel of God; for underftand-! 


ing and wifdom, to diftern the falfhood of fuch 
fuggeftions : do therefore what is good in thine eyes 
condemn him or acquit him ; fejeét him or receive 
him into favour ; he entirely fubmitted himfelf to 
him, to do with him as feemed good in his fight. 
¥. .28. For all of my: father’s boufé. were but 


dead men before my lord the king, &c.] Or men of 


death™ ; worthy of death, not on account of Saul’s 
perfecution, for which his family did not deferve 
to fuffer ; rather for the attempt of [/bbofbeth to 
get the kingdom from him, which might be deem- 
ed treafon, and fo the family attainted for it tho’ 
the fenfe may be only this, that their. lives lay at 
his mercy, and that if he had dealt with rigour 
and feverity towards them, as was ufual for princes 
to do towards the family of their predeceffors, 
who had any claim to the kingdom, put them to 
death, this would have been their cafe: yet didft 
thou fet thy fervant among them that eat at thine 
own table; which was fhewing hirh great kindnefs, 
and doing him great honour: wat right there- 
fore have I yet to cry any more unto the king? to 
afk any favour of him, or make any complaint 
to him. 

¥.29. And the king faid unto him, why fpeakeft 
thou any more of thy matters? &c.|] Of his fa- 
ther’s family, and the injuries done by them to 
David, and of the benefits and favours which he 
had received from David, or of his temporal af- 
fairs, of his eftate, which David had given away 
to Ziba: I have faid, thou and Ziba divide the 
land ; revoking his laft grant to Zita, which gave 
him all that belonged to Mephibofheth, ch. xvi. 4. 
he eftablifhed his firft decree, that Ziba fhould 
have half the profit of the land for tilling it, and 
the other half be given’ to Mephibofheth, he did 
not chufe to punifh Zia for flandering his matter, 
being inclined to clemency and mercy, and de- 
termined to fhew no feverity at that time; and 
might be in fome fear cf Zida, being a confider- 
able man, left he fhould raife a new infurretion, 
if he bore hard upon him; befides, he might have 
a large fhare in his affection, having made a pre- 


fent to him in the time of his diftrefs, and was one 
of the firft that came to meet him upon his re- 
turn, ¥. 17. and ch, Xvi. 1, 2. | 

¥. 30. dud Mephibofheth faid unto the king, yeas 
let bim take all, &c.] The whole eftate, as Da- 
vid had given it to him; he was content that that 
laft grant fhould ftand : forafimuch as my lord the 
king is come again in peace unto his own boufe; his 
palace in Ferufalem ; which was a ftrong expreffion 
of affection for him, and loyalty to him. 

¥. 31. And Barzillai the Gileadite came down 
from Rogelim, &c.| The place of his habitation, 
to Fordan, fee ch. xvii. 27. and went over fordan 
with the king to conduit him over Fordan ; to ac- 
company him over the river, and then take his 
leave of him. 

¥. 32. Now Barzillai was avery aged man, even 
80 years old, &c.] Which was 10 years beyond 
the common term of man’s life, and reckoned a 
very great age in David’s time, and has been ever 


g|fince, and ftill is, fee Pf xc. 10. and be bad pro- 


vided the king of fuftenance while he lay at Maha- 
naim ; had fupported him and his family, furnifhed 
him with provifions, and all the neceffaries of life, 


in wealth and riches, and was a very liberal man, 
and a man of great wifdom and good fenfe; and 
very probably was a man of great grace, which 
taught him his duty to his prince, and influenced 
him to fhew. mercy to him in diftrefs. 

¥. 33. And the king faid to Barzillai, come thou 
over with me, 8c.) Over Jordan ; Barzillai came 
with an intent to accompany the king over Yor- 
dan ; but the king meant not only to go over Jor= 
dan, but when over to go farther with him, even 
to ‘Ferufalem: and Iwill feed thee with me in Fe- 
rufalem, meaning, that he fhould dwell with him 
in his palace, and eat at his table, in return fog 
feeding him at Mabanaim. ; 


¥. 34. And Barzillai faid unto the king, &c.] In 


anf{wer to the grateful propofal he made: Low long 
have I to live, that could not be faid with exact- 
nefs by any; but it might be probably conjectured 
from the age he was of, and the infirmities that 
attended him, that he could not live long ; it was 
but a fhort time-he had to be in the world: shat 
1 foould go up with the king to Ferufalem? take {9 
long a journey as that, feeing he might die before 
he got thither; and if he did not, fince it could 
not be thought he fhould live long, he could not 
think of it, or judge it advifable at fuch an age 
to take fuch a journey, change his place of abode, 
and manner of living. 

¥. 35. 1 am this day 80 years old, &c.} Not 
that that day was precifely his birth-day, but thac 
he was about fuch an age, very little under or 
over; very probably he was full that age: and can 
I difcern between good and evil? fignifying, either 
that his intellectual powers were impaired, and 
could not diftinguifh what was right and wrong, 
and fo could be of no fervice to David in his privy- 
council, or any court of judicature, he was fit for 
no poft or office under him; or that his naturak 


fenfes were not quick to diftinguifh between good, 
and bad, particularly between good and bad food, 


which he could neither difcern by fmell nor tafte, 
as follows : can thy fervant tafte what I eat or what 


'T drink? have any guft or relifh of, or take any 


delight or pleafure in eating and drinking ; fo ee 
the. 
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during his ftay there : for be was a very great man 5 
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the moft delicious food, and richeft wines, ahd all 
the dainties of a king’s table, would fignify no- 


_ thing to him : can I bear any more the voiee of fing- 


ing men and finging women? either being fo deaf 
that he could not hear them at all, or however. 
not with any delight ; the evil days being come 
upon him, in which he could take no pleafure in 
the diverfions of a court: wherefore then should thy 
fervant be yet a burthen unto my lord the king ? he 
could neither take any pleafure himielf, nor be of 
any fervice to the king, but on the contrary a bur- 
den to him; not only on account of his fuftenance, 
and being obliged to have fervants to attend him, 
which might be.the leaft part of his burden, but 
his company would be difagreeable and trouble- 
fome, through the infirmities of old age upon 
him. 
y¥. 36. Thy fervant will go a little way over For- 
dan with the king, &¢.} ‘That is, goa little way 
after he was over Yordau with him, and then re- 
turn to his own city: aad why fhould the king re- 
compenfe it with fuch a reward ? the fenfe is, why 
fhould the king recompenfe fo trifling a thing as I 
have done, and which was but my duty, with fuch 
a reward, as to maintain mein fo grand a manner 
at his court? : : 
¥. 37. Let thy fervant, T pray thee, turn back again, 
&c.] To his own city, after he is gone over 7or- 
dan, and feen the king a little way on his journey : 
that I may die in my own city, the city of Rogelim, 
where perhaps he was born, and had lived all his 
days, and where it is natural for people to defire 
to die, even in their native place: and be buried 
by the grave of my father, and of my mother, or 
in their grave, as Kimchi and Ben Melech, in the 
fepulchre of his fathers, where men ufually chufe 
to be buried : but bebold thy fervant Chimkam; who 


was his fon; and fo the Syriac and dradic verfions |i 


exprefs it, my fon Chimbam : let bim go over with 
my lord the king; not only over Fordan, but to 
Ferufalem with him: and do to him what shall feem 
good unto thee, advance him, and put him into 
any poft or office the king fhould think fit, or be- 
ftow a penfion upon him, or give him an eftate to 
live upon, or whatever he pleafed. 

¥. 38. And the king anfwered, Chimbam fhall go 
over with me, &c.] He admitted of him inftead 
of his father: and I will do unto him that which 


{ball feem good unto thee, he puts it to Barzillai,- 


and leaves it with him to afk what he would for 
his fon, and he would grant it. We no where 
read what it was that Barzillai afked, or whether 
he afked any thing ; only this we read, that fome 
hundreds of years afterward, there was a place 
called the habitation of Chimbam near Bethlehem, 
| Fer. xli. 17. which makes it probable that David 
gave him a paternal eftate of his there, fince Betb- 
lebem was his city ; and the Targum on that place 
is exprefs for it; fee the ndte there: aad what/o- 
ever thou alt require of me, that will I do for thee; 
whatever fuit he fhould make to him, or whatever 
favour he fhould afk of him hereafter, when re- 
turned to his own city, he would grant it to him, 
if it could be poffibly done; fuch a fenfe fhould 
ke always retain of his kindnefs to him. 
¥. 39. And all the people went over Fordan, &c.} 
That were with David: and when the king was 
come over, over Fordan, had got to the other fide 
of it, whither Barzillai accompanied him: tbe 
king kiffed Barzillai, and bleffed him , took his leave 


of him with a kifs, as friends were wont to do at 
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ing of their tribe, and his palace was within their. 


parting, thanked him for all his favours, withed: 
well, a d prayed to God to blefs him with all ble 
Finesphaeal and {piritual : cud he returned to. his — 
own place, his-own city Rogelim, having repafled 
the river Jordan. . - neva ore 
y. 40. Then the king went on to Gilgdl, Sc. i“ 
Which, according to Yo/ephus *, was. en 
from Jordan, fix miles and a quarter,: amd Chime 
bam went on with him, after Barzillai had left _ 
them, and accompanied the king to Ferujalem: and 
all the people of Fudab conducted the king, to Feru-— 
alem; who came to meethim, ¥. 15. and aljo balf the. 


people of Ijrael; or a part Of them, as the word ufed 


fignifies, and not always an equal. half, fo Kimebi 
obferves ; even fuch of J/rael as went out with Da- 
vid_at firft, and the 1000 men ot Benjamin that 
came to meet him, y¥. 17. ei 
y. 41. And behold, all the men of J/rael came to. 
the king, &c.] A large number of them, the 
other part that did not come’ over with David, 
fome of their principal men, who.met him upon 
the road: and Jaid unto the king, wry have. our. 
brethren, the men of Fudab, jolcn thee away, fe- 
cretly, privately, and unknown to then, and were» 
bringing him back to Ferujclem: and have brought 
the king and his houfbold, and all David's men with 
him over Jordan? him, and his family, and fol-. 


diers, 


¥.42. And all the men of Fudab Peivtasiis 
men of Ifrael, &c.] Such of them as went down 
to fetch the king back, replied to the »men of J> 


rael that now met them, and, objeéted to their 


conduct : becaufe the king is near of kin to uss bex, 


borders, and therefore they were proper perfons to 


bring him home: wherefore then-be ye angry for 


this matter ? for bringing the king back, and be 
ing the firft in it; for. who fo proper as they, not. 
ase to do their duty, but to thew their affection to. 
the king as early as poflible? Lave we eaten at alt. 
of the king’s coft? they had maintained themfelves: 
at their own €xpence,, going and returning 5. they: 
had no felf-intereft or felfth views, to ferve, but 
on the contrary had been at a confiderable charge 
to meet the king, and condué him home: or dath 
be given us any gift ? no, he had not, nor did the 
expect any; it was not with a view to any rewa 
that they had taken this ftep, but purely out of 
affe@tion to the king, and for the good of their 
country. ett al 
¥. 43. And the men of I/rael anfwered the men of 
Judah, and faid, &c.] They replied to them, as 
follows: we have ten parts in the king 5 being ten 
tribes, reckoning Simeon in the tribe of Judah, with- 
in which it lay, 70/2. xix. 1. and we have alfo more 
right iz David than ye; being more numerous than 
they 5 or, according to the Zargum, they had.more 
affection and good-will towards David, than the 
men of Fudah, though he was of their tribe, and 
dwelt among them ; fince the rebellion was begun, 
and was cherifhed and carried on among t 
why then did ye defpife us, that our. pore 
not be firft had in bringing back our king ? they were 
as ready and as defirous as they to feteh th 
back ; and fince they were far the largeft I 
men, and the far greater part of the nation, 
thought they ought to have oe fe 
affair of fo much importance, and that 
without them was flighting them, and cafti 
tempt upon them, and infinuating as if they 
enemies to the king; or, as the J; argum expr ; 


es 


~ aw. 
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iy twas not my word firtt to bting back my|of Jacl 
king ;” the firft motion was from them, as ap- 
pears from y. 11. and therefore the thing fhould|warm and indecent; 
not have been done without thems they fhould have/hot difpute between 


“been apprized of it, 


CHA 


bere 1S chapter gives an account of a new re-/the city called the fort of Zon; 


bellion raifed by Sheba, y. 


if 
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; not thofe that are here recorded, but 
what followed, and are not written, being fo very © 


and David being filent in this 
them, which was interpreted 


that they might at leaft haveltaking the part of Fudeh, the men of Ifrael were 
joined them, and fhared in the honour with themfincenfed at it ; and hence a 


of bringing the king back: and rhe words of the| which more in the n 
men of Judah were ferctr than the words of the men\was cruthed. 


rofe a new rebellion, of 
ext chapter how it began, and 


pap, o.¢ 


and city of Davia: 


1,2. of David’s|and the king took the ten women his concubines, whont 


fhutting up his concubines unto the day of theit|be bad left to keep the boufe; when he fled from 


death, whom Ab/alom had lain with, y. Ee 
Amaja being ordered to aflemble the men of Fudah 
to crufh the rebellion, but being dilatory, i- 
foai is fent out with David’s fervants, and was fol- 
lowed by oad with the men under him, y¥. 4—7. 
and of the murder of Ama/fa by Feab, ¥. 8—13. 
and of Seba being fhut up in the city Abel, ¥. 14, 
15. whofe head, by the means of a wife woman, 
was delivered to ‘Yoab, and fo an end was put to 


of | Ferufalem becaufe of Abjalom, ch. xv. 16. and put 


them in ward; partly as a punifhment for eafily 
yielding to the luft of 4/alom, and partly that 
they might not be feen, which would bring to re- 
membrance his fin: and fed them; he did not put . 
them to death, nor put them away, but kept them 
thus confined, and made a proper provifion for 
them, not fuffering them to marry any other, and 
be maintained by them: Sut went not in unto thems 


the rebellion, ¥. 16—22. and laftly, of the chief/into their apartments to lie with chem, having been 


officers in David’s camp and court, ¥. 23—26, 


y.1. And there happened to be a man of Belial, 
&c.] A wicked man, as the Tergum, a lawlefs, 
yokelefs man, that had caft off the yoke of the 
law, and was without it, as Belial is by fome in- 
terpreted; or one unprofitable and ufelefs, yea noxi- 
ous and pernicious: this man, though with re- 
fpeck to fecond caufes, may be faid to be there by 
chance; yet it was fo ordered by the providence 
of God, that he thould be prefent at this time for 
the further fulfilment of the threatening to David, 
thar the {word fhould not depart from his houfe : 
-whofe name was Sheba, the fon of Bichri, a Ben- 
jamite; one perhaps that had been in the rebel- 
lion of Ab/alom, and had a grudge againft David 
for the removal of the kingdom out of that tribe: 
and he blew a trumpet, which was done to draw 
off the J/raclites from David, and gather a party 
to himfelf: and faid, we have no part in David ; 
fo he interpreted what the men of Fudah faid, be- 


defiled by his fon, ch. xvi. 22. /o they were fhut 
up unto the day of their death; kept in.the ward 
till they died: ving in widowhood ; neither ufed 
by the king as his concubines, as they had been 
before, nor fuffered to marry any other ; or in thé 
widowhood of life*, which is fo expreffed, to di- 
ftinguifh it from widowhood made by death ; this 
was {uch fort of widowhood as obtained whilft their 
hufband was living ; fo the Targum, “* widows of 
their hufband alive,” or remaining. 

¥. 4. Then faid the king to Amafa, &c.] Whom 
he had promifed to make general of his army, ch. 
xix. 13. and by the following order declared him 
fuch: affemble me the men of Fudah within three 
days ; which was done by the found of the trum- 
pet, or by the proclamation of a herald : it feems 
that the men Of %udab, who attended David to 
Jerufalem, were gone to their refpective cities and 
places of abode, or there would have been no oc- 
cafion for fuch a fummons; though it is ftrange 
they fhould, when the men of J/rael appeared fo 


cause they claimed kindred to David, the reft of|inclinable to a new rebellion : and be thou bere pre- 
the I/raelites had no intereft in him ; thus they who] /ent ; to take the command of them. 


jett before faid they had ten parts in him, now 
had none at all: meither have we inberitamce in 
roe fon of Jefe; fo he calls David by way of con- 
tempt, as if he was no king, but a private per- 
fon, and a defcendent from a niean family : every 
man to bis tent, O Irael, there to confider what 
to do, and whom to ‘chufe to be their king, and 
let Fadeb take David for their king, and enjoy 
him alone, fince they had fo flighted, and dealt 
fo injurioufly and roughly with the reft of the 
tribes, 

¥. 2. So every man of Ifrael went up from after 
David, &c.} Thofe that met him on the road 
‘departed from him, and went no farther with him : 
and followed Sheba the fon of Bichri , and made him 
their captain, who was the author of their mu- 
tiny and fedition : but the men of Fudab clave unto 
their king, from Jordan to Ferufalem, never left 
hiny after they had conducted him over Jordan, 
watil they had brought him fafe to Ferufalem. 
© 3. And David came-to bis boufe at Ferufalem, 


cc.) His palace there, which was in that part of |4im; without waiting for dima/a, and the troops 


rae? Py rr mipbe in viduitate vite, Pagninus, Montanus, 


/ 


¥. 5. So Amafa went te affemble the men of Fu- 
dab, &c.} To gather them together out of their 
feverad tribes, and bring them to Ferufalem: but 
be tarried longer than the fet time which he had 
appointed him; than the three days; whether this 
was owing to the remiffhefs of Ama/a, or the unwil- 
lingnefs of the people to ferve under him, who 
had been Ab/alom’s general in the Jate rebellion, or 
not having time fufficient allowed him, is not cer- 
tain, 

¥.6. And David faid to Abifbai, &e.] For it 
feems he would have nothing to fay to Foab, be- 
ing difpleafed with him for flaying Ad/alom, and 
having removed him from his pofts ; and there- 
fore {peaks to the next. officer in his army, Adi- 
foai, though Fofepbus ® fays, he addreffed himfelf 
to foal, contrary to the exprefs words of the text : 
now foall Sheba the fon of Bichri do us more barm 
than did Abjalom; gain a greater party, and give 
more trouble to fubdue him, unlefs fuppreffed in 
times fake thou thy lord’s fervants, and purfue after 


he 
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ufual for the eaftern people to do when they ad- - 
drefled and faluted one another in an affectionate 
way, and as the Turks and Arabs do to this day, 
as travellers relate. Sarrbius' has colletted pal- © 
fages from the Greek poets, which fhew it to bea 
cuftom, that when a man afked a favour of an-_ 
other, he caught hold of his beard with the right- 
hand, and of his knee with the left ; andin fuch a 


608 : 


he was affembling ;. delays in fuch a cafe as an in- 
furrection, being dangerous, which ought to be 
nipped in the bud, and crufhed as foon as poffible; 
in order to which, he bids him take his fervants 
that were about him, his body-guards, and purfue 
» Sheba: left he get him fenced cities; where he may 
fecure himfelf, and hold out a fiege a long time, 
aiid give a great deal of trouble: and efcape us; 


< 


for the prefent; or e/cape our eyes, as the Kert, or 
marginal reading is; we fhall lofe fight of him, 
and not know which way he is gone, if he is not 
purfued quickly. yy 
¥.7. And there went out after him Foab’s men, 


&c.] Who though he was removed from his poft| foad take it up, which he fuppofed he did in or- 


pofture oad might eafily do what follows, 

¥.10. But Amafa took no heed to the fword that 
was in Yoab’s hand, &c.) In his left-hand, for 
with his right-hand he took him by the beard; he 
might fee the fword drop out of the feabbard, and 


as general, yet might ftill have the command of|der to put it into its fheath again, having no fu- 


a regiment: avd the Cherethites, and the Peletbites, 
over whom Bevaiah was, yw. 23. thefe attended 
David in his flight, and had now returned with 
him, ch. xv. 18. and all the mighty men , the mili- 
tary men that were at Feru/alem, as many as could 
be {pared : and they went out of Ferufalem to pur- 
fue after Sheba the fon of Bichri, with Abifhai at 
the head of them ; Fo/ephus 4 fays there were 600, 
befides the foldiers at Feru/alem that went on this 
purfuit. ; 

¥. 8. When they were at the great fione which is 
in Gibeon, &c.] Which, according to Fofephus', 
was 40 furlongs, or five miles from Jerufalem: 
what this great ftone was, whether an obelifix, or 
what, is not certain; one of the greateft ftones 
‘we read of, was that which Semiramis cut out of 
the mountains of Armenia, which was 130 feet 
long, and 25 broad and thick *. This place was 
deftinated for the rendezvous of David’s forces, 
and hither 4ma/a came with what he had afflembled 


together, and joined them, and took the command |fhai bis brother purfued after Sheba the fon of Bichri;: 
for 4mafa being flain, ‘foab without any ceremony) 
re-affumed his poft as general, and with his brother: 


of them: for it follows, Amafa went before them ; 
as the general of them: and Foab’s garment that 
he had put on was girded unto him, who went along 
with his brother 4di/bai at the head of his own 
men, to which he was obliged by virtue of his 
commiffion ; or went of himfelf to ferve the com- 
mon caufe, and perhaps chiefly with a defign to 
murder Amafa, whom he envied, becaufe he was 
put into his poft as general, and therefore accoutred 
himfelf for it; he put on, not ‘a coat of mail, but 
a common garment which he girt about him, that 
it might be no incumbrance to him, or hindrance 
of him, in doing what he intended, but that he 
might more expeditioufly execute it: and.upon it 
@ girdle with a fword faftened upon his loins in the 
Sheath thereof, the {word in the belt was not on.his 
thigh, but on his loins, on the outfide of his clothes, 
and was put into a fheath too large, and placed in 
fuch a pofition, that with the leaft motion, when 
he pleafed, it would eafily drop out of it, without 
drawing it, and fo give no fufpicion of his defign : 
and as he went forth; to meet Amafa, juft as he 
came to him: it fell out; the fword fell out of the 
fheath to the ground, 

¥. 9. And Foab faid to Amafa, &c.] Ina friendly 
manner, with all the air of pleafantry and good 
dumour : art ¢héu in health, my brother ? this look- 
ed like a friendly falutation to afk of his health, 
and with him it, and a loving appellation to call 
dhim brother ; though they were near of kin, fifter’s 
children, and fo own coufins; thus he addreffed 


a Ibid. §. 7. t Ibid. 
* Animadv. ad Clandian, de raptu Proferp. 1. 1, ¥. 50. 
Alex. Genial. Dicer. 1. z. ¢. 19, 
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fpicion of his wicked defign, and therefore not at 


all upon his guard to prevent it: /o he /mote him. 


therewith in the fifth ribs in the fame place where 
Abner {mote Afabel, and Foab Abner ; fee cheii. 23. 
and wi. 27. and the notes there: he mutt *ftrike. 
him; as fome obferve, on the left fide, becaufe he 


was embracing him ; and the ftroke muft be dead-. 


ly, becaufe he ftruck him in the pericardium, 
which compafies the heart round with water, to 
refrigerate it; for the nether part of the heart reach- 


eth to the fifth rib; fee ohn xix. 34." and fhed 
out bis bowels to the ground , which fell out thro’. 


the incifion made by the {word : and firuck him not 
again he gave him fuch a home thruft, there was 
no need to repeat it, he difpatched him at once ? 
and he. died; and thus, though he was pardoned 
by David, and promoted to honour by him, yet 


the providence of God would not fuffer him to go 


unpunifhed, for joining with 4é/a/om in an unna- 
tural rebellion again{ft his uncle: /o Foab and Abi- 


Abifoai under him, made all the hafte they could 
in purfuit of the rebel. ~ . 


¥. 11. And one of Foab’s men flood by him; 82. 


By the body of “mafa; no doubt by the order of 
Joab, to fatisfy the people as they cate up, and 
reconcile them to this fact, and to exhort them not 


to ftop, but to follow after Yoab; for tho’ Amafa - 


their general was dead, Foad had taken the com- 
mand of the army, and the purfuit was carried on 
with as much vigour as ever: and faid, he that 
favoureth Foab, and he that is for David, \et him 
go after Joab; he that likes Foab fhould be gene- 
ral, and is in the intereft of David, let him make 
no ftay here, but follow after Foab ; Foab and Da- 
vid are put together, as if their interefts were the 
fame ; tho’ there feems to be an indecency in placing 
Foab firtt. Bint 
¥.12. And Amafa wallowed in blood in the midft 
of the highway, &c.| By which it feems, that tho* 
the wound was mortal, and of which he died, thar 


as yet there was life in him, and through the pain — 


he was in, and the pangs of death on him, he 
rolled himfelf about in his own blood in the high 
road, where the fact was committed : and when the 


- 


man faw that all the people food fill; gazing atthe 


fhocking fight, and could not be prevailed w 


to goon: be removed Amafa out of the highway inte : 
the field; which was adjoining toit: and cafh a 


cloth upon him; that the bady might n 
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prevent which he took the above method, and it was 
a very prudent one. . el 2 ; 

'¥. 13. When be was removed out of the bigh- 
way, &c.}] Into the field, and covered over with 
a cloth, that he could not be feen: all the people 
went on after ‘foab; made no ftop at all, knowing 
nothing of the matter, or what had happened : \o 
purfue after Sheba the fon of Bichri,; thefe were 
the troops that Amefa had been affémbling, which 
followed one another after him; for oad and Adi- 
foai, with their men, were at Gideon firlt, 

y¥i14. And be went through all the tribes of I/- 
yael, &c.] That is, Sheba the fon of Bichri, laft 
mentioned, who paffed through all the tribes of 
Tjrael to get as many to’be’of his party as he could, 
and to be proclaimed their king ; or finding himfelf 
purfued, he paffed on as faft as he could from 
place to place, through all the tribes, until at 
Jeneth he fixed for fafety in a place after named ; 
though Jofepbus” underftands this of oad purfu- 
ing Sheba through all the tribes of J/rael with the 
forces under him; and to this fenfe the Syriac and 
Arabic verfions, and fo R. J/aiah interprets it 5 but 
the firft fenfe is more generally received, that Sheba 
is meant, who paffing through the feveral tribes, 
came unto Abel, and unto Beth-maachab; which 
were two places very near one another, if not one 
and the fame place ; fince* Adel is in the next verfe 
called Abel of Béth-maachab, to diftinguith ic from 
any other place : it was a city that lay to the north 
of J/rael near Syria’; and from. 2 Kings xv. 29. it 
appears*to be in the tribe of Naphthal. ‘There 
was one city of this name of Ade/, fix miles from 
Philadelphia, another 12 miles from Gadara, and 
a third between Paneas and‘ Damajfcus ; which’ of 
the three, Re/end thinks *,is mott eligible to be the 
place here meant ; though he rather choofes to look 
tor it in Galilee, to the weft or fouth of Panecs, 
than to the eaft or north in the way to Dama/cus , 
and fo Adrichomius ¥ calls it a city of upper Galilee, 
60 furlongs from Fordan; and though he alfo 


places it id the tribe of Nephthal, in the plain of 


the countty of Berim (from whence perhaps were 


' the Berifes next’ mentioned) not far from Cez/area- 


Philippi ; fee 1 Kings xv. 20. and all the Beerites , 
the inhabitants of Beeroth, in the tribe of Benja- 
ntin, Of which tribe Sheba was, they followed him 
hither; as in’ the next claufe: they were gathered 
together, and went alfo after him unto Abel’, of 
thefe, fee Fob! xviii. 25. 2 Sam. iv. 2, 3. though 
perhaps thefe Berim or Berites, were nearer to 
Abel; or yather that’was in their country, ‘as has 
been obferved by Adrichomius. 7 


y. 15. And.they canie avd bofteged him in Abel of 


‘Betb:maathah, &c.j° That is, Joab and Abifbai, 
with the forces under them, who, purfued him ‘hi- 
ther : and they caft up a bank againft the city; which 
fome underftand of a watlike machiné or engine, 
with which ftones were cait; but it rather ‘feems 


to be a bank-of earth’ thrown up, for the better | 


working of fuch engines.to more advantage againft 
the city, by throwing from thence darts into the 
‘city, or ftones againft the walls ef it, to batter it 


-déwn; fuch banks were ufed in fieges, as that 


'Ccfar’s foldiers raifed itr 25 days, ‘which was 330 


“@ 


» 


- 


ot 
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Feet broad» and 86 feet high*; Kimchi interprets 
‘this of filling up the ditches round about the city 
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by they could come the more eafily to the walls 
and battér them, or fcale them, and take the city 
by ftorm: and it flood in the trench’; the army un- 
der Joab food where the trench round the city had 
been, now filled up: and all the people that were 
with Foab battered the wall to throw it down; with 
their engines, or whatever battering inftruments 
they had; fo, often, as Hefod* fays, a whole city 
fuffers for one bad man. 

¥.16. Then cried a wife woman out of the city, 
&c,] And fuch an one as thé woman of Tekcah, 
fuppofed by fomie to be the governefs of the city; 
but whoever fhe was, fhe well deferved the cha- - 
raéter of a wife woman, her conduct in this affair 
fhews it: fhe cried with a loud voice, upon the 
wall of the city, to fead’s men, who were under- 
neath battering it, bear, hear; which fhe repeated 
to make‘them hear: fay, I pray you; unto Foab, 
come hear hither, that I may [peak with thee, telk 
your general I defire to fpeak with him; which was 
wifely done, to have nothing to fay but to the ge- 
neral himfelf. ' 

¥.17. And when bé was come near unto ber, &c.] 
As he did, upon the information of his men, that 
a woman on the wall had fomething to fay to 
him: the woman faid, art thou Foab? fhe was wil- 
ling to be fatisfied that he was really the general, 


| before fhe would impart her miind to him: and be 


anfwered, Iam he ; the very perfonh you afk after : 
and foe faid unto him, bear the words of thine band-~ 
maid, though a woman, vouchfafe to hear what I 
have to fay: and he anfwered, I do hear 5 am ready 
to hear, and fhall patiently and attentively hear: 
whatever may be fpoken; which was giving her 
leave and encouragement to proceed. . . 
¥.18.. Then fhe fpake, faying, they were wont ta 
[peak in old time, &c.] \t was a common faying, 
a proverbial expreffion among the ancient fages : 
faying, they fhall furely afe counfel at Abel; and fo 
they ended the matter.. el, it feems, had been.a 
city fo famous for .wife and prudent men, that it 
was common for the inhabitants of other cities, in 
the feveral parts of the kingdom, when any con- 
troverfy arofe among them, to fay to one another, 


|fince we can’t agree this matter among ourfelves, 


let us go to Abel, and take advice there, and leave 
it to their arbitration ; and fo they did, and things 
were prefently brought to an iffue, and happily 
concluded ;.nay, when the king had a mind to 
make’ a decree or law, as R. I/aiah obferves, he 
ufed to fend to Abel to know whether they would 
fubmiit to. it; and if they agreed to it, then he 
proceeded in it ; for other cities followed their ex, 
ample, fo famous was this city, and of fo great 
account : now the woman argues from hence, that 
furely fuch'a renowned city fhould not hatftily be 
deftroyed ; but the Targum directs to another fenfe, 
and which perhaps is beft, and is followed by Far- 
chi, Kimchi,’ and others, paraphrafing the words 
thus, ‘fle fpake, faying, I remember now what 
is written in the book of the law, to afk a city 
firft, faying, (will ye make peace?) fo fhouldit 
thou have afked of Abel, will ye make peace, or 
receive terms of peace?” referring to the law in 
Deut. xx. 10-—- 15. fignifying, if that had” been 
attended to as it ought, (for if fuch methods were 
to be taken with heathen cities, much more with a 
city of J/rael, as Abel was) things would foon have 
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7 
been agreed and iffued ; had fea upon approach- 
ing the city propofed bis terms of peace, they would 
have immediately yielded to them, and fo the 
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done. | 


and therefore. could affure Yoad that this fhould be _ 
y. 22, Then the woman went unto all the people 4 


matter would have ended at once; for they were a|n ber wifdom, &c.] Went from the wall of the 


peaceable people, as it follows : though Dr. Light- 
foot” gives another fenfe of thefe words, that Sheba 
and his party when they came to the city, * they 
at firft certainly faid thus, that they would afk 
Abel of its peace, (or on whofe fide it was) and 


city into it, and convened the principal inhabi- _ 
tants together, and made fo wife a fpeech to them, 
and reprefented things in fuch a light, and fo pru- 
dently conduéted, that they unanimoufly agreed 
to her motion: and they cut off the bead of Sheba 


{o they made the matter entire, or made a fhow of | the fon of Bichri, and caft it out to Foab;, whole 


their own integrity :” by which this woman affured 
Foab, that the men of Abel had not. invited, nor 
willingly received Sheba and his rebels into the city, 
but they had deceived them by fawning and falfe 
words, pretending only to enquire about the peace 
and welfare of their city. 
+.19. Jam one of them that are peaceable and 

faithful in Ifrael, &c.] Her meaning is, that fhe 
was of a city which confifted of peaceable and 
faithful men, that were peaceable among them- 
felves, and faithful to their king, who never were 
concerned in any infurrection or rebellion, not in 
the late one under Ab/alom: thou feekeft to deftroy a 
city, and a mother in I/rael; a metropolitan city, 
which had feveral towns and villages under its ju- 
rifdiétion, which were as daughters to it. Some 
think fhe means herfelf, becaufe very old, fup- 
pofed *to be Serab, the daughter of Aer, a fon 
of Jacob, which is improbable: wé/t thou wallow 
up the inheritance of the Lord? a city which is a 
part of the land, that is the Lord’s inheritance. 

¥. 20. And Foab anfwered and faid, far be it 
from me, far be it from me, &c.] He repeats thefe 
words, to fhew how deteftable it was to him to do 
what fhe fuggefted: that I fhould {wallow up, or 
defirey ; any in a violent and unrighteous manner, 
and efpecially a city, of which fhe had given fuch 
a character for its greatnefs and worth, and for the 
peaceablenefs and fidelity of its inhabitants. 

¥.21. The matter is not fo, &c.| I am not come 
with the army againft this city with any ill will to 
it, and with an intention to deftroy it: the cafe is 
this, ut a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the fon of 
Bichri by name , for though he was by birth a Ben- 
jaminite, his dwelling was in mount Ephraim in 
that tribe ; unlefs there was a place of this name 
in the tribe of Benjamin, fo called from any me- 


morable event there, as the wood of Ephraim, ch. |: 


xviii. 6. This fame man, fays Joab, hath lift up 
his hand againft the king, even againft David ; is in 
rebellion againft the king, even fo great and good 
a king as. David; he has lift up his hand, and 
blown @ trumpet to draw off menfrom David, and 
after himfelf; he has committed acts of hoftility 
and treafon ; he has drawn his fword, and raifed 
an infurreétion and rebellion in the nation : deliver 
him only, and I will depart from the city; he did 
not defire any of his followers to be delivered up, 
only himfelf, knowing the rebellion would ceafe 


face Foab knew full well, and was fatisfied it was his — 
head that was thrownoyer: and be blew a trumpets 
as a fign of retreat: and they retired from the city, 
every man to bis tent ; the army under ‘Yoab broke 
up the fiege, and departed, every man to his own . 
city, as the Zargum: and Foab returned unto Feruja- 
lem unto. the king ; to give him an account of his 
fuccefs, and how the rebellion was crufhed ; and 
this gave him courage and boldneis to appear be- 
fore the king, which one would wonder elfe he 
fhould have, when he had killed his general in cold 
blood, the king had fent out, and without his leave 
had re-afflumed his poft as general of the army; 
but he was a bold daring man, a man of blood, . 
and hardened in fin, and had power in the army, 
and over David himfelf, chat he could not do what — 
he would with him, but was obliged to be filenr,, 
and overlook things, and even to re-eftablifh him 
in his office, as appears by what follows. 

¥. 23. Now Foab was over all the boft of Ifrael, 
&c.] Eftablifhed in the poft in which he formerly 
was; either having been never difplaced, which 
though David thought.to do, he was not able to ef- 
fect it, becaufe of his power and influence with 
the people ; or if he had difplaced him, which by 
fome things in this chapter feemed to be the cafe, - 
yet Amafa being dead, and the rebellion crufhed 
by Joab, which {till made him more haughty, and 
increafed his popularity, David faw it moft advife- 
able to replace him ; and becaufe mention is made 
of him, as eftablifhed in his office as general over 
the whole army, an account is given of the reft 
of David’s officers; and the rather, as it was a 
fort of beginning his reign anew, after quelling 
the above rebellions: and Benaiab the fon of Fe- 
hoiada was over the Cherethites, and over the Pele- 
thites ; was continued in his poft, fee ch. viii, 18. 

¥.24. And Adoram was over the tribute, &c.} 
Or over thofe that collected and brought it, as 
the Targum ; this was a new office, and which re- 
fpected both the revenue he received from his own? 
people, and the tribute brought him from the na- 
tions conquered by him: and Febofhaphat the fom 
of Abilud was recorder ; who was in this office be- 
fore, and now continued and eftablifhedin it, ch. - 
viii, 16, a 

¥. 25. And Sheva was feribe, &c.] Either the © 
fame with Benaiah, or he was dead or removed, 
and Sheva was put in his place, fee ch. viii. 17. — 


upon the delivery of him; and being unwillingland Zadok and Abiathar were the priefts; as be- 
that the blood of any Jjraelite fhould be fhed,|fore; fee the fame. . 


whom he had unawares drawn into this rebellion, 


¥. 26, And Ira alfo the Fairite, &c.} Which, 


and who he knew would return to their own cities|fome take to be the fame with Jra the Ithrite, — 

uponthis: and the woman faid unto Foab, bebold|\ch. xxiii. 38. a fon of Fether or Ithra the Ifraelite, 
his mead foall be thrown to thee over the wall, the|ch. xvii. 25. though others fuppole he was Jra the. 
knew the fright the inhabitants of the city were in,|fon of Jkkefh the Tekoite, ch. xxiii. 26. and rnd 
and how difpofed they were to do any thing to] Targum here calls him Jra the fairite, 
fave their city 5 fhe knew what influence the had|of Tekoah ; and. Tekoah being the chief place 
among them, and how weak Sheba’s party was,' J/rael for oil olive 4, with which the lamps 
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lighted, Yarchi thinks he had the name of Fairite|him: for he was a chief ruier about David; a 
from Fair, which fignifies to enlighten ; but rather | prime-minifter, an intimate friend, the chief of his 
he was a defcendent from Jair the Gileadite, and|privy-council; perhaps he fucceeded Abithophel : 


perhaps was a great friend to David when in Gilead,| it is much we hear nothing of Hujbai. 
and from whence he brought him and promoted 


CHAP, XXL 


A Famine being in the land three years, the Lord| people, and root them out of the land. Te hed- 
was enquired of, to know the reafon of it ;|thens had’a notion that barrennefs, unfruitfulne(3; 
and it being anfwered, that it was on account of|and famine were inflicted by God for murder. 
Saul’s laughter of the Gibeonites, they were fum-| Philoftratus * reports of the Ethiopian Indians, that 
moned by David to know what fatisfaction they|for the murder of their king Ganges, their ground 
required for the cruel ufage of them, y. 1—3.|}was unfruitful, their cattle ftarved, their wives 
to which they replied, that they only defired feven| abortive, and their cities and houfes fell to ruin; 
of Saul’s fons to be delivered up to them, to be} until the murderers were deftroyed. 
hanged by them, which was granted, ¥. 4-9.) y. 2. And the king called the Gideonites, &c.} 
whole bones, with thofe of Saul and Fonathan, Da-| Sent meflengers unto them, and fummoned them 
vid buried ip the fepulchre of their fathers, ¥.|to come to him, and faid unto them what is ex- 
10—14. ar the chapter is clofed with an account| preffed in the next verfe ; for what follows is in a 
of feveral battles fought with the Péiliftines, in| parenthefis: (mow the Gibeonites were not of the 
which four of their generals were flain, ¥. 15—22.| children of Ifrael; originally, though they were 
profelyted to the Fewi/h religion, and were em- 


ployed in the menial fervices of the fanctuary : due 
of the remnant of the Amorites ; they were the re- 
mains of the old Canaanites, who fometimes in gene- 
ral were called Amorites, otherwife the Gibeonites 
were called Hivites; fee Fofb. ix. 7. and xi. 19.) 
and the children of Ifrael had fworn unto them, by 
fin of Saul fhould otherwife be fo long unpunifhed,} their princes, as Fofbua; and yet Saul, contrary to 
and that the bones of Sau/ and Yonathan were not) this oath, fought to flay them in bis zeal to the chil- 
fooner removed, here related; and that there fhould| dren of I/rael and Fudab ;) pretending a great con- 
be fo many battles with the Pdiljfines after they| cern for them, for their honour and profit; that 
were fubdued, as recorded in this chapter ; and in| thefe men ought not to live in their cities, and take 
one of the ‘fewi/h * writings it is faid, that this was} the bread out of their mouths, and be employed in 
the year after Sau] was flain; though, in other| the fervice of the fanétuary; but that they ought 
copies of the fame book, it is faidto be thirty years| to be expelled, and even cut off, being the old in- 
after; and foin that Abarbinel ufed, and who is of| habitants of the land, the Lord ordered to be de~ 
the mind, that whatis here related ftands in the or-| ftroyed; and that though the J/rae/ités had given 
der in which it was, and of the fame opinion are} an oath tothe contrary, they were drawn into it by 
fome of our beft chronologers ‘: and David enquired| guile and deceit, and therefore not binding upon 
of the Lord; before the high-prieft by Urim and|them; hence he fought by all means to harrafs and 
Thummim, what fhould be the caufe of the famine,| opprefs them, and flew many of them, and de- 
perhaps fufpecting it was fome fins of his; the firft| {troyed them out of their cities, that they might be 
year he might take no notice of it, hoping for a} poffefled by Fudab and Benjamin; fee ch. iv. 2. 
more fruitful feafon the next year, it arifing, as he compared with ofp. ix. 17. 

might fuppofe, from fome natural caufe; the fecond| y. 3. Wherefore David faid unto the Gibeonites, 
year he might begin to think it was for fome national] What shall I do for you, 8cc.] By way of fatisfac- 
fins, but might be remifs in his enquiry into them;|tion for the injuries done them: axd wherewith 
but the third year he was alarmed, and concluded| /ball I make the atonement, for the offences com- 
there was fomething extraordinary and fpecial, and| mitted, that fo the wrath that was gone forth 
feared it was on ‘his account, and this put him on|againft the land in a famine might be appeafed : 
making enquiry : and the Lord anfwered, \tis for Saul,\ that ye may blefs the inberitance of the Lord; pray 
and for his bloody boufe ; on account of the blood fhed} for a bleffing upon the land which the Lord had 
by him and his family ; which anfwer muft in al chofen for his inheritance, and given as fuch to-the 
good meafure relieve the mind of David, if he was people of J/rae/, that rain might defcend upon it, 
tearful it was for his fins: decaufe be flew the Gi-\and make it fruitful. 

beonites ; which was contrary to the oath that Fofua| y. 4. And the Gibeonites faid unto him, &c.] In 
and all J/rael had given them not to flay them, but] reply to his motion: We will have no filver nor gold 
fave them alive, Zod. ix. 15. When this was|of Saul, nor of bis boufe , this fhall not be the ran- 
done is not certain; the Zews commonly fay ® that}fom or atonement it was not filver and gold Sau/ 
he flew them when he flew the priefts at Nod, they! took from them, but the lives of their brethren, and 
being hewers of wood and drawers of water to them,| therefore they infift upon life for life: neither for us 
and were flain with them; or becaufe their main-|/halt thou kill any man in Ifrael; who were not of the - 
tenance depended on the prielts, they being flain,| houfe of Sau/; théy did not defire any man fhould 
it was in effect flaying them ; but rather this refers| die, but who were of that family by whom they had 
to another time, and to other aétion or actions of| fuffered: and be faid, What you foall fay, that will 


y¥. 1. Then there was a famine in the days of Da- 
vid, three years, year after year, &c.) That is, 
three years running, one after another ; fome think 
this, though here related, was before the rebellions 
of Abfalom and Sheba, and not after, and there are 
feveral things which may incline to it, as that the 


Saul, who fought by divers means ta deftroy thefe|I do for you; whether by inflicting pecuniary 
r mulcts, 
© Pirke Eliezer, c. 17. * Uffer. Annal. Vet. Telt. p. 55. Bedford’s Scr'pturésChronology, p, 558. oy. 
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mulGs, or punithing “with death, which latter ight t 
feems to be what they fuggefted, and afterwards} up, therefore they were called by her name; or the 
infifted on ; whatever, according to law and juftice, | words may be fupplied thus, and the five\/ons of the — 


required, he was ready todo it for them. __ | filter of Michal, and, asin ¥. 19. is pe 
sate, And they Teena the king, &c.) De-|brother of Goliath. Barzillai ishere called the 
claring exprefly what they would have done: The|Mebolathite, to diftinguith him from Barzillai the 
man that confumed us, meaning Saul, who leflened|Gileadite, {poken of in a former chapter, fee 1 Sam. oa 
their number by cruel oppreffions of fome, and by}xviii. 19. : ; eS 
taking away the lives of others ¢ and that devifed\: yo. And be delivered them into the hands of the 
againft us, that we fhould be deftroyed from remaining | Gibeonites, &c.] The two fons of Rizpab and the — 
in any of the coafis of Lrael ; who had formed |five fons of Merad, two fons of Sau/ and five a 
f{chemes, and publifhed edicts, for banifhing them |fons : and they banged them in the bill be be 
out of the land ; perhaps at the fame time that he|Zord; in the hill at Gidea, that they mig J 
put away wizards and thofe that had familiar {pirits |feen by all that paffed by, and ferve to deter 
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rab brought them forth, and Michal brought he i 


out of the Jand, under the fame pretence for zeal 
for the glory of God, and the good of the people 
of the land, 1 Sam, xxvili. 3—9. 

y. 6. Let feven men of his fons be delivered unto 


us, &c. . They pitched upon this number, either }to make atonement to the’ Lord, and in his ight 5 


becaufe they were feven, and no more of the Gi- 
beonites, whom Saul flew, as the Fews fay *; two 
hewers of wood, two drawers of water, a keeper, 
(of a fynagogue) a feribe, anda fervant; but per- 
haps the-true reafon was, they knew there were no 
more befides Mephibofbeth, for whom David had a 
great refpect, and therefore required no more : and 
we will hang them up untothe Lord; not to gratify 
a revengeful fpirit of theirs, but in honour to the 
juftice of God, and to appeafe his wrath : 7 Gibeab 
of Saul, whom the Lord did.choofe; which was Saul’s 
native place, and where he always lived;, fo that to 
hang them there was to the greater difgrace of him 


fuch evils, which “brought on them that punifh? 
ment’; gibbetings or crucifixions were commonly 
made on hills and mountains ': the: phrafe, defore 
the Lord, is either the fame as anto the Lord, y¥. 62 


or it denotes that it was done’ publicly” the 
fun, and in the fight of it; for it cannot mean be- 
fore the ark, the fymbol of the divine préfence, for 
that was not there: and they fell all feven tovetber ; 
they were.hanged together, and died at’ one and the 
fame time: and were put to death in the days of bar- 
vet, in the firft days, in the beginning of barley-bar- 
vet; which began at ‘the paflover, the” morrow 


after'the firft day of the featt, Lev. xxiii. ropyr! — 


which was the 16th of "Nijaa, on which’ day, the 
Jews fay ™, thefe men ‘were hanged)” aye Which 
muft be about the beginning of our April, © 


¥. 10. And Rizpab the daughter of Aich took 


and his family; and he:being chofen of the Lord |/ackcloth, &c.] Both as a token of mourning for 


to.be aking of J/rael, was an aggravation of his 
crime in violating the oath, made to the Gdeonites : 
and the king faid, I-willgive them; for though he 
had fworn. to Sau/ that he would not cut off his 
feed, yet as he had.a divine direction in this cafe, 
as appears by the Lord’s being pleafed with it, and 
was intreated for the land: by ;it, this oath of his 
was difpenfed with ; nor,;did he cut them off him- 
felf, but delivered them to others according to the 
will of God. Wak gf 
y. 7. But the king fparéd Mephibofbeth. the: fon of 
Jonathan the fon of Saul, &c.| As, they: did not 
name particular perfons, only required feven fons, 
it was at the option of the king what fons’ to deli- 
ver tothem, and therefore kept back Mepbhibofheth, 
who is’ thus defcribed, to diftinguifh him from a 
fon of Saul’s of the fame: name. after-nientioned : 
becaufe of. the Lora’s cath that was between them, 
- between David and Jonathan the fon of Saul; not 
merely or only out of -affection to Mepbibofbeth, 
but becaufe of the oath, that he. might not be 
guilty of the fame crime'Saui] was. in flaying the 
Gibeonites. ’ 
. ¥. 8. But the king took the two fons of Rizpab the 
daughter of Aiak, &c.| Saul’s concubine, ch. iii. 
2. whom fhe bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephibo- 
Soetly;,ot whom we read no where elfe; aftér the 
name of the latter, it is probable, Jonathan’s fon 
was called before-mentioned : and the jive fons of 
‘Michal the daughter of Saul, thom foe brought up 
for Adriel the fon of Barzillai the Meholathite, Mi- 
chal had no children to the day of her death, nor 
was fhe the wife of. ddriel, but Merad her fifter ; 
wherefore, thefe fons were not whom the: bare, as 
the word ufed fignifies, but as we rightly render it, 


whom the drought up or educated, fo the I; argum,|xxiv 22, 23. the bodies fhould ha 
her fifter being dead ;, and fo the Yews fay *, Ae-|down and buried the fame day; b 


\ T. Hierof. Kidduthis, fol. 65.2, 
™ Bemidbar Rabba, fol. 190. 1. 
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her fons, and as fitteft:to defend from the weather, 


the heat by'day or cold by night : and /pread it for 


ber upon the rock the hill on which her fons were 
hanged ;' this fhe fpread as a canopy or ‘tent to fit 
under, and be covered with it not to cover the 
bodies with it, but herfelf; and where the fat to 
mourn the lofs of her fons, and ‘to wateh' their 
bodies, that they mightonot ‘be devoured ‘by’ birds 
and beafls of prey, as after-obferved: and here fhe 


fac from the beginning of barveft until water dropped 


on them out of heaven that is,” as the Fews 2: 


from the 16th of WNifan, when ‘barley-ha “be- 
gan, to the 17th of Marchefvan, when the former 
rain fell; that is, fromthe’ beginning of April to 
the beginning of O@oder > but itis not likely that 
fhe continued fo long watching’ the bodies, nor 
would there be any need of it to keep the birds ind 


beafts from them 3” for after they had hung fo many | 


months, there would be nothing left forthem; but 
rather the meaning is, that fhe continued there 
until it ‘pleafed God «to fend rain “froth heaven, 
which had been reftrained, anda famine came ‘Upon 
it, becaufe of the ilbulage of the! Gideowiters a 

very probably the %rder: from’ the! king was'tHat 


the bodies fhould‘hang till rain came tharit! 
be obferved what .wasthe reafon of their fu : 


and no doubt Rizpab! fat there’ praying 4 
might come, and'which, as ateliete e 
in a few days after; though not ufuak i mer 
time ; but this was an extraordinary ale, “as” 
1 Sam. xii. 17, 184 and was done to fhe 
was intreated for the land; and fo"Voephus fays ‘ 
that upon’ the hanging up of thefé men, Go 

it to rain immediately, and re he earth 
former fruitfulnefs. According’té the | 
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fered not for their own perfonal fins, but for the 
fins of others, and to avert a public calamity, and 
therefore muft hang till that was removed ; nor 
were they executed by men bound by that law; and 
befides their continuing on the tree was according 
to the will of God, till he was intréated, who could 
difpenfe with this law ; to which may be added, the 
ceremonial and judicial laws, of which this was 
one, gave place to thofe of 4 moral nature *, as 
this did to that of fanctifying the name of God ih a 
public manner; hence the faying of one of the 
Rabbins upon this *, which is by many wrongly 
exprefied, ‘‘It is better that one letter fhould be 
rooted out of the law, than that the ndme of God 
fhould not be fanctified openly ;’’ that is, a leffer 
precept give way to a greater, or a ceremonial pre- 
cept toa moral one, fuch as the fanctification of 
. the name of God is: and fuffered neither the birds of 
the air to reft on them by day; as it is ufual for 
crows * and ravens, and fuch fort of birds, to light 
on bodies thus hung up, and pick their flefh : nor 
the beafts of the field by night; for it feems it was 
ufual to make the gibbets, and fo. in fome other na- 
tions the crofiés, fo low, that wild beafts could éafily 
come at the bodies and devour them; fo Biéndina 
was hung upon atree fo low, that fhe might be ex- 
pofed to the wild beafts to feed upon her, but not 
one of them would touch her body *; now Rizpah, 
by her fervants, had ways and means to fright 
away the birds and beatts from doing any injury to 
the carcafles. . 
¥.11. And it was told David what Rizpah the 
daughter of Aiah the concubine of Saul bad done, 8c.) 
Whether this was told out of good-will or ill-will 
is not certain ; however, it was not difagreeable to 
David, but ferved to move pity and compaffion in 
him to the woman, and to ftir him up to give an 
honourable interment to Sau/ and his fons; and 
which would fhew that this faét was not done out 
of perfonal pique and revenge to his family, but in 
obedience to the will of God, and the honour of 
his name. ; 
v.12. And David went and took the bones of Sau!, 
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1 Sam. ix. 1, 2, and which, according to Fuller “s 
and the pofition of it in his map, was not far from 
the hill on which thie feven fons of Saul were hanged : 
and they performed all that the king commanded ; that 
is, David's meffengers and fervants did; they 
fetched the bones of Sau/and Fonathan fron Fabe/b- 
gilead, arid buried them with thofe of his feven fons 
hanged; in the burying-place of his father Kip, 
and made a general mourning for them ; for the 
Jews fay *, that by David's order Saul’s coffin was 
carried through every tribe, and men, women, and 
children came out and exprefied concern : and after 
that, God was intreated for the land; not after the 
burial of the faid perfons, but after the feven men 
were hanged up; by this the wrath of God was ap- 
peafed, which was feen by his fending rain and 
fruitful feafons, fo that the famine ceafed. 

¥. 15. Moréover, the Pbhiliftines had yet war 
again with Ifrael, &c.] Befides what is before re- 
corded in this and the preceding book; being ani- 
mated to it; partly by the number of giants among 
them, and partly by the decline of David’s life, 
and it may be chiefly by the infurre€tions and re- 
bellions in Zrael; though fome think that thefe 
battles were not after the rebellions of Ab/alom and 
Sheba, and the affair of the Gideonites, though here 
recorded, but before, and quickly after the war 
with the Ammonites, next to which they are placed 
in 1 Chroz. xx. but they feem to be placed here in 
their proper order: and David went down, and bis 
fervants wiih him; to the borders of the Philiftines, 
perceiving they were preparing to make war againft 
him: aud fought againft the Philiftines , engaged in 
a battle with them: and David waxed faint; in the 
battle, not ablé to bear the fatigues 6f war, and 
wield his armour as he had ufed, being in the de- 
cliné of life; after he had been engdved a while, 
his fpirits began to fail, not through fear, but 
through feeblenefs ; but, according to Fo/ephus, it 
was through wearinefs in purfuing the enemy put 
to flight, which the following perfon perceived, 


jand turned upon him ’”. 


¥. 16. And Ifh-benob, which was of the fons of the 


and the bones of Fonathan bis fon, from the men of\giant, &c.| _ Of Goliath, or of a giant, of the race 
Fabefb-Gilead, &c.] Which, according to Bunting ‘,|of them : the weight of whofe fpear weighed three 
was 52 miles from Feru/falem; though perhaps|4undred thekels of bra/s in weight; which muft be 
David did not go thither in perfon to fetch them,| underftood either of the wood of it, or of the head 
but by his meffengers, fee ¥. 14. which had ftolen\ of it, thé flaming point of it, as many interpret it ; 
them from the fireet of Beth-foan, where the Philif-\and if fo, it was but half the weight of Goliath's 
zines had hanged them, when the Philiftines had flain\{pear, unlefs there was any difference of the weight 
Saul in Gilboa , the hiftory of all which fee in '1 Sam.|of iron and of brafs, fee 1 Sam. xvit. 7. be being 
XXx1. 8—13. | girded with anew {words or rather with a new gir- 

¥. 13. And be brought up from thence the bones of|\dle, as the Targum; and fo Farchi, which might 
Saul, and the bones of ‘fonathan bis fon, &c.|\be given him asa mark of honour, or as atoken 
Which had been buried there under an oak, 1 Chron.| of his having a commiffion in the army : ¢hought to 


xii. 12. and they gathered the bones of them that 
were banged the feven fons of Saul who had been 
lately hanged; who either had hung fo long that 
their flefly was confumed, and the bones dropped 
upon the ground, from whence they gathered them ; 


or they took them down and burnt the flefh off of 


them, and took the bones to bury them, which 
was not ufually done“ 

y. 14. And the bones of Saul and Fonathan his fon, 
&c.] Together with thofe who had been hanged : 
buried they in the country of Benjamin in Zelab; a 
city in the tribe of Benjamin, Fob. xviii. 28. iv the 
Sepulchre of Kifb bis father, the father of Saul, 


P See Stillingfleet’s Origines Sacr. p. 140. 
corvos, Horat. Epift. 1. 1. Epift. 16. ». 48. 
Mela. 39; ' Travels, &c. p. 122. 143. 
G 12. p. 258. * Bemidbar Rabba, ut fupra. 


‘Vor. Il. N*% 20, 


aT. Bab. Yebamot, fol. 79. 1. 
* Eufeb. Eccl. Hift. J. 5. ¢. 1. 
« Lipfius de cruce, 1. 2. c. 16. 

Y Antiqu. 1.7. c. 12. §. 1. 


have flain David; his aim was at him, and per- 
ceiving him faint and feeble, thought to take the 

advantage of it, and difpatch him. 
¥. 17. But Abifbai the fon of Zeruiah fuccoured 
him, &c.) Obferving him in danger, made hafte 
to his relief: and fmote ibe Philiftine, and killed him 
it feems as if ddifbai engaged with the Pdiliftine, 
and killed him ; but inafmuch as it will bear to be 
interpreted of David, and fince the four giants here 
and hereafter mentioned ate faid to fall by the hand 
of David and his fervants, y. 12. it may be 
thought that this man fell by his hand; feeing itis 
clear that all the reft fell by the hands of his fer- 
vants $ 


? non pafces in cruce 
Vid, Lipfium de cruce, 1.3. ¢. 11. 
' © Pifgah-fight, B. 2. 
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vants: thew the men of David fware unto bim, after 
they had obferved the danger he was expofed unto, 
and how narrowly he efcaped with his life : faying, 
Thou foalt go no more with ws to battle; they had 
perfuaded him not to go to the battle with Ad/a- 
lom; they had fuffered him to go with them now, 
he being, no doubt, forward and preffing to it ; 
but now they were refolute, and determined he 
fhould never go more: that thou quench not the 


fperity depended on his life, and that fhould he be 


Befides the battles in the i 


h. xx1.918—22, 


xy. 20, And there was yet a battle in Gath, &c.] 


CLE by < ; 


bove place or plagrs 
this\does not neceffarily fuppofe that one of the 
battles had been there, only that this, which was 


another battle, had been there: where was.@ man 


i 
4 
" v 


of great flature ; for fo the fenfe of the word appears 
to be from 1 Chron. xx. 6. though here it fignifies 
a man of {trife and contention, a man of war, and — 
both were true of him: shat had on every band fis 


number, twelve fingers on. his two hands,-a 


light of Ijrael, Signifying that their glory and pro-|fingers, and on every foot fix toes, four “il ed 


taken away, they fhould be in affliction and adver- 
fity, their honour and their happinefs would be at 
anend ; the Targum is, “* thou mayeft not extin- 
guith the kingdom of Jfrael,” the light and glory 
of it. 

y. 18. Aad it came to pals after this, &c.} After 
the former battle: that there was again a battle 
with the Philiftines at Gob; in 1 Chron. xx. 4. it is 
called Gezer either the place had two.names, or 
thefe two places were near each other; fo that the 
battle may be faid to be fought both at the one and 
at the other, being fought equally near to both : 
then Sibbechai the Hufhathite flew Sapb, which was 
of the fons of the giant, who is called Sippai, 1 
Chron. xx. 4. he had his name from the lintel of a 
door, being as high as one, fo tall that he could 
fcarce go under one. Szbbechai was one of David's 
worthies, 1. Chron. xi. 29. perhaps a defcendant 
of Hujbab, who {prung from Fadab, 1 Chron. iv. 4. 

yr. 19. And there was again a battle in Gob with} 
the Philiftines, &c.] Another battle with them in 
the fame place: where Elbanan the fon of ‘faare- 
oregim a Beth-lebemite, flew the brother of Goliath 
the Gittite,; the word brother is rightly fupplied 
from 1 Chron. xx. 5. where his name is faid to be 
Lakmi, for not Gohath himfelf was flain, though 
fome fo interpret it, and take E/banan to be David ; 
fo Farchi, and with which agrees the Zargum ; but 
he was flain not at God, but in the valley of Eiah, 
nor had David any fuch name as E/banan; he was 
one of David’s worthies, ch, xxiii. 24, where he is 
called the fon of Dodo,.and in 1 Chron. xx. 5. the 
fon of Fair, and Labmi there may not be the name 
of Goliath’s brother, but, as here, the country- 
name of L/banan ; for the words * there may be 


twelve toes on his two feet, Pliny * fpeaks of one 
M. Curiatius, a patrician, who. had two daughters 
that had fix fingers on an hand, and were called 
Sedigite, fix-fingered, and of Voleatius, a famous 
poet, called Sedigitus, .or fix-fingered, for the fa 
reafon ; and ‘elfewhere. from other, writers °,. pid 
makes mention of a people that had eight toes on 
each foot; fo Ctofas ° {peaks of a people in the, 
mountains of Jndiz, which have eight fingers on 
each hand, and eight toes on each foot, fle 
and women: and be alfo was born to the giant 5 a 
fon of a giant. tity 824d Sey cay Ad 
¥. 21. And when be defied Ifracl, boc... The ate 
mies of J/rael, as Goliath had done fome years ago, 
1 Sam. Xvii.. 10. Jonathan the fon of Skimea the 
brother of David flew him, this brother of David is 
called Shammab, 1 Sam. xvi..g. and Shimma, 
Chron. ii. 13. this fon of his is another man from. 
$onadab his fon, who was famous for his fubtlety 
as this was for his valour, ch. xiii. 3.. The Fews 
fay “ this was Nathaz the prophet, a:fon of Sham- 
mab. Tos heen 
y.22. Thefe four were born to the giant im Gath; 
&c.] Not to Goath, for one.of them, was his 
brother, but to fome giant or another of that place, 
for which it was famous ; they were all of them of . 
the race of the giants; and fo the Septuagint yer- 
fion, they were ‘‘ the offspring of the giants in 
Gath, whofe family was-Repha ;” and this Repha, 
or Arepba, as the Vulgate Latin verfion, accordidg 
to Abarbinel, was a woman of the daughters of the 
giants ; the Te/mudijfts* make her to be the fame 
with Orpab, Ruthi. 4. Thefe giants, it is highly 
probable, were the defcendants of the Anakim 
which remained in Gath, after they were-cut off by 


rendered, *¢ and Elbanan the fon of Fair the Lebemite | Fofbua in other places, Fob. xi. 22. and fell by the 
(i. e, the Betb-lebemite) flew the brother of Goliath| hand of David, and by the hand of his fervanis, the 
the Giliite,” and fo perfeétly agrees with this: ¢he|firft, J/b-benod, fell by the hand of David affilted — 
Staff of whofe fpear was like a weaver’s beam , not of|by Ai/hai, and the other three by the perfons men- 
Goliath’s brother, but of Goliath himfelf, 1 Sam. }tioned. | 
XV. 7. : ¢ oe 
Agta? 
ie 


CHAP. XXIL 


Tes chapter contains a fong or pfalm, the|the fame writer obferves ; are 74; and are not te q 
. fame with the 18th pfalm, and which, ac-|be afcribed to the difference of copies, or neglect 
cording to Farchi, was compofed by David in his] of copiers: and very probably, towards the clofe 
old age, and as Kimchi fays, at the end or clofe of | of his days, he revifed it, and made it fit for | 
his days ; but 4bardinel is of opinion, that it was}ral ufe, and fent it with the reft of his pfalms to. 
written in his youthful time, in the midft, of his|chief mufician; but the particular confideration « 


ow 
: 


* Vid. Buxtorf. Anticritics par. 2. c. 2. °p. 


* Nat. Hift. 1. rr. c. 43. 
® In Endicis, c.31. Hieron, Trad. 26.8 
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and an account is given of his great men, famous 
for warlike exploits, particularly -of three mighty 
men who did yery marvellous things, ¥. 8—17. 
and of two others next unto them, which belonged 
to another claf$ of three, ¥. 18—23. and then of 
thirty-one more, ¥. 24—3g9. who are all mention- 
ed by name. 


y. 1. Now thefe be the laft words of David, &c.] 
Which refer not to the pfalm in the preceding chap- 
ter, but to what follows; not the laft words he 
fpoke, for he faid many things afterwards ; for the 
advice he gave to Solomon, and the inftructions to 
him about building the temple, were delivered 
after this time ; but thefe were the laft after he had 
finifhed the book of pfalms; or the laft that he 
fpoke under the infpiration of the Holy Spirit, or 
that he delivered out by way of prophecy ; though 
the Fews * will not allow him to fpeak by the fpirit 
of prophecy ; they own he fpoke by the Holy Spi- 
rit, which they diftinguifh from prophecy ; but the 
Targum calls thefer words a prophecy, and takes 
them to be a prophecy of the Mefiah, and of things 
to come, as undoubtedly they are, paraphrafing 
them thus; ‘‘ thefe are the words of the prophecy 
of David, which he prophefied concerning the end 
of the world, concerning the days of confolation 
that fhould come;” this is obferved to excite at- 
tention, the lait words of dying men being ufually 
recarded and remembered: David the fon of Feffe 
faid; he.began with his defcent, which was com- 
paratively mean, in order to illuftrate the diftin- 
guifhing goodnefs of God to him in his exaltation : 
and the man who was raifed up on bigh; from a low 
eftate to an high one, from the fheepfold to the 
throne, to be king over all the tribes of J/rae/, and 
a conqueror, and head of the, nations round about 
him: the anointed of the God of Facob; who was 
anointed king by Samuel by the order of the God of 
Facob ; and which was an inftance of his being the 
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N this chapter are recorded the laft words of| and ordered them to be fung in the churches, arid 
David, under a divine infpiration, ¥._1—7.| of which he is the fubjeét, and may be faid to be 


fweetly held forth in them, fee Luke xxiv. 44. 
— ¥. 2. The fpirit of the Lord fpake by me, &ec.] 
the pfalms and fongs he compofed were not the 
fruits of his own genius, but were written by him 
under the infpiration of the Spirit of God; by whom 
holy men of God, the penmen of the feriptures, 
fpoke, even as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoft, of whom David was’one, being a prophet ; 
fee As i. 16, and ii. 30. fo the Targum here, 
“* David {poke by the {piric of prophecy of the 
Lord :” or fpake iz me"; what he {poke was firft 
internally imprefied upon his mind by the Spirit of 
God, and then he expreffed it with his tongue, as 
follows: and bis word was in my tongue; not only 
the matter of his pfalms was indited by the Spirit of 
God, and fuggefted to his mind; but the very 
words in which they are delivered were givento - 
him, and he’was directed to make ufe of them, 
and did. 

¥..3. The God of. Ifrael faid, &c.] To David, 
or by him ; he who was the covenant-God of J/rae/ 
literally confidered, and is the covenant-God and 
Father of the whole fpiritual J/rae/, and who is 
owned, believed.in; and worfhipped by them: the 
Rock of Irael fpake to me the fame with the God 
of J/rael in other words, who is the ftrength and 
fecurity of J/rael ; or the fecond Divine Perton, ‘the 
Son and Word of God is meant, who is often 
called a Rock in fcripture; and is the Rock on 
which the J/rae/ or church of God is built, and in 
whom it remains fafe and firm, the gates of hell 
not being able to prevail again{ft it; and fo here is 
an inftance and proof of a ‘Trinity of perfons in the 
Godhead ;. the God of J/rael, Fehovab the Father ; 
the Rock of J/rael, Febovab the Son; and the Spirit 
of Febovab, as in the preceding verfe, who is Fe- 
hovab the Spirit: now what was faid by thefe three 
Divine Perfons to David, and by him,..and con- 
cerning himfelf as a type of the Méefiah, follows : 
He that ruleth over men mutt be juft, ruling in the 


God of Faced or /rael, and of his care of them,} fear of God, which is a character every king among 


and regard untothem, that he anointed fuch a man 
to be king over.them, as well as it was an honour 
to David: and the fweet pfalmift of Ifrael; who 
compofed moft of the pfalms and hymns of praife 
for the people of J/rael; invented and fet the tunes 
to them to which they were to be fung, and the in- 
ftruments of mufic on which they were fung ; and 
appointed fingers to prefide, and lead them in that 
part of divine worfhip, finging pfalms and hymns ; 
and very {weet were the plalms he compofed as to 
the matter of them, and very fweet and delightful 
to the ear was the mufic inthe manner of finging 
them : it may be rendered, who was /weet or plea- 
fant in the fongs of Frael*, his warlike exploits 
_ and victories being the fubject of them, 1 Sam. xviii. 
6, 7. faid; as follows ; for all that goes before are 
the words of the penman of this book drawing the 


men ought to have, adminiftring juftice to their 
fubjets ;, ruling not only according to the Jaws of 
the land, but according to the law of God ; having 
his fear before their eyes, and acting witha view to 
his honour and glory, whofe vicegerents they are, 
and to whom they are accountable ; they fhould rule 
with gentlenefs and humanity, confidering they are 
men, and not brutes, they rule over. Agamemnon 
in Homer is often called king of men. ‘This cha- 
racter in all refpects, was found in David, ch. viii, 
15. and may be here given as an inftruction to his 
fonand fucceflor, Solomon ; and isin all re{pects appli- 
cable to the Adefiah, who is a ruler or king by the 
defignation of his Father ;\a ruler over men,. even 
over all men, yea over the greatelt of men, King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, and efpecially, and in 
an eminent fenfe, King of faints ; and he is ju/f, a 


character of David; in which he. was a type of|King that reigns in righteoufnefs, righteous in all 


Chrif, a branch out of the root of Jefe, highly 
_exalted, and chofen from among the people, 
anointed to be prophet, prieft, and hy and who 
fweetly expounded the pfalms concerning himfelf, 


* Maimon. Moreh Nevochim, par. 2. ¢. 45. 
blus ; ameenus pfalmis, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
3 . 


his ways and works, and particularly juft as a King, 
as well as in all his other characters, fee Fer. xxiii, 
5, 6. Zech. ix. 9. and upon whom, as man and 
Mediator, the fpirit of the fear of the Lord refts, 
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& PIT Cy) jucundus pfalmis, Montanus; fuavis in canticis, Vata- 
~ 92 in me, 


ontanus, Junius & Tremelhus. 
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~ and under the influence of which; as fuch, he has 
acted, If. xt..1, 2. fo the Targum applies thefe 
words to the Mefiah thus, ‘‘ the true Judge faid, he 
would appoint to me a King, who is the Mefiab, 
who fhall arife and rule in the fear of the Lord :” 


and they may be rendered, there fhall be a ruler 


ever men, juft, ruling in the fear of God; of ruling, 


appointing, ordering, and directing the worfhip 
ot God, and the ordinances of it under the Gofpel- 
difpenfation, as Chriff did, fee Matt. xxvii. 18, 


29; ZO. 

“i 4. And he thall be as the light of the morning, 
when éhe fun rifeth, even a morning without clouds, 
&c.] Thatis, fuch a ruler that rules in tighteouf- 
nefs, and in the fear of God; he is the light and 
glory of his people, who guides and directs them, 
makes them ehearful and comfortable ; his admi- 


niftrations are pleafant and delightful, and promife 
a growing and incréafing happimefs to'them, like} 
the morning light and rifing {un ; and there are no 

clouds, nor forebodings of dark times, afi€tion and 
diftrefs coming upon them, butall the reverfe : and 
with Chri? thefe metaphors well fuit, who is the 
true light that fhines, the morning-ftar, the day- 
fpring from on high, the fun of righteoufnefs, and 
light of the world ; his going forth or appearance 


in human nature at his incarnation, was as the morn- 


ing, Hof: vi. 3. the firft diftovery of him to Adam, 
after fin had brought a night of darknefs on the 
and this 


world, was as the dawnof the morning ; 
light like that of the morning increafed, frefh and 
clearer difcoveries of him being made to the pa- 
triarchs afterwards ; and though as yet the fun was 
not up, and it was not a morning without clouds, 
yet the difcoveries then made brought joy with 
them, as to Abraham and others, and were a fure 
fign of the fun rifing. When Chri? appeared in 
the fiefh, the fun of righteoufnefs then arofe, and 
fcattered the darknefs of the night, both in the 


Fewifo and Gentile world; introduced the light of 


the Gofpel to a greater degree than it was, under 
the legal difpenfation, and made the gofpel-day ; 
which was not only like the morning-light, grow- 
ing and increafing, but was as a morning without 
clouds, without the darknefs of the ceremonial law, 
the fhadows of which now difappeared ; and with- 
out the ftorms and tempefts of the moral law, its 
curfes being bore and rernoved by Chri; and 
without the frowns of divine wrath, reconciliation 
and fatisfaction being made by him : and this is all 
applicable particularly to the government of Céri/f, 
which is delightful and gratetul to his people, fer- 
viceable and beneficial to them, under which they 
enjoy great peace and profperity ; and which will 
more and more increafe, and ftill be more glorious 
and illuftrious, fee Pf Ixxii. 7, 8. J/a. xxx. 26. 
A learned writer ‘ has obferved, that inan antient 
MS. the word Febovab is inferted and read thus, 
** and as the light of the morning, fhall arife Febo- 
vab the fun,” which clearly points to Chréf the fun 
of righteoufnefs; and be it an interpolation, it 
gives the true fenfe of the words: a elorious, beau- 
tiful, and illuftrious perfon is defcribed in Ovid * 
by the fame figure as here: as the tender grafs 
ipringing owt of the earth by clear foining after rain; 
which fprings up the fafter, and is more flourifhing 
after a fhower of rain, and when upon that the fun 
breaks outand fhines clearly : or from clear -foining, 
from rain’ ; that is, the {fpringing of the tender grails 


' Dr. Kennicott’s State of the Hebrew Text, Differt, 1, 
fab. 16. ¥. 767. 
bet Ny) non reéta, Cocceius. 
Montanys, Pifcator, 


p- 468. R 

* "OID F330 a fplendore, a pluvia germen de terra, Pagninus, Montanus, 
" Non eft res firma. Vitringa in Jefaiam, c. 11. 1. 

FP WDW fervatum, Tigurine verfion, Vatablus ; confervatum, Junius & Trem 


out of the earth is owing partly to the rain which 


falls in the night, and partly to the fun fifing in 


the morniag, and the clear fhine of it: this may 


denote the fruitful and flourifhing eftate which a- 
good and righteous ruler over men is the hap 
inftrument of bringing his péople into; and ma 
be applied both to the incarnation of Cbriff, when. 
he gtew up as a tender plant, or as the tender grafs, 
mean in, his original and defcent, weak in himfelf 
as man’; and yet this fruit of the earth was excellent 


‘and comely, beautiful and glorious, and the fpring- 


ing of it owing to the favour and good-will of 
God, and his coming was 4s the latter and former ” 
rain to the earth, Ho/: vi. 3. and to the govern~ 
ment of Chri/t, and the benefits of it to his church 
and people ; who flourifh undér it through the 
light of his grace and favour, and through the’ 
rains of gofpel-doétrines they are blefled with: or 
than clear fhining, than rain, Chrift is more bene- 
ficial to his people, who are comparable to graf: 
for their meannefs, and weaknefs, and number, 
than the fun and rain are to the grafs in the field. 
y. 8. Although my houfe be not fo with God, &c.} 


‘So bright, and flourifhing, and profperous as the 


government of the juft ruler before deferibeds or is 
not right ™ with God, meaning his family, in which 
great fins were committed,’ and great diforders and 
confufions brought into it, as the cafes of Amnon, — 
Abfalom, and Adonijab fhewed ; or not firm or fiable”, 
through the rebellion of one, the infurreétion of 
another, and the ufurpation of a third; yet he be- — 
lieved it would be firm and {table inthe Mefiab 
that fhould fpring from him, promifed in the ever~ 
lafting covenant; though the Yew#i/b writers un- 
derftand this of the firmnefs and ftability of his 
kingdom and government : buf my houfe is nat fos 
&c, like the morning-light, which increafes by 
little and lirtle, and like the morning which fome- 
times is not cloudy, and fometimes is; fometimes 
the fan fhines clearly, and fometimes not; or like 
the tender grafs, which is fometimes flourifhing, 
and after withers ; but fois not my kingdom, it is 


a perpetual one, given.and fecured by an everlaft- 


ing covenant; and fuch certainly is or will be the 
kingdom of the Mefiah: yet be bath made with me 
an everlafting covenant,ordered in all things and fure 
or, for ° be bath made, &c. the covenant by which 
the kingdom was fettled on David and his feed was 
a covenant that would continue for ever, and 
would be kept, ob/erved, and preferved® in all the ar- 
ticles of it, and fo be fure to his feed, particularly 
to the Mefiah that fhould fpring from him, in 
whom it was fulfilled, Lwke i. 32, 33. and the co- 
venant of grace made with Davia’s antitype, with 
Chrift the head of the church, and the reprefenta- 
tive of it, and fo with all his people in him, is an 
everlafting one: it was made with Chri/? from ever- 
lafting, as appears from the everlafting love of 
God, the fource and fpring of it; the earlinefs of 
the divine counfels on which it is formed, and 
bleffings and promites of it, with which it is filled, 
which were before the world was; and from Chri 
being fet up as the Mediator of it from everlafting : 
and it will continue to everlafting; it is a. covenant . 
that cannot be broken, will never be removed, ' 
nor give way to or be fucceeded. by another: it is — 


ordered in all things ; to promote and advance the | 


glory of all the three perfons in the Godhead, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit ; to fecure the perfons of the 
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faints, and to provide every thing needful for them’ and depofed from government : decau/e they canné! 
for time and eternity : and itis ure ; it ftands upon be taken with hands ; thorns cannot be handled and 


a fure bafis, the unchangeable will and favour of gently dealt with, but fome inftrument muft be 
God, and is in the hands of Cri/?; the fame to-day, |ufed to put them away with force; fo wicked men, 
yefterday, and for ever; its mercies are the fure/and efpecially wicked rulers, are untractable, and 
mercies of David,-and its promilés are yea and!not to be managed in a gentle way, and therefore 
amen in Cériff, and are fure to all the feed. Tho’} violent ones mutt be taken. 

things.may not be with them god-ward, asthey|.oy¥.7. But the man that fhall touch them muft be 
defire, and could be wifhed for; though they may| fenced with iron, and the flaff of a fpear, &c.] To 
be attended with many fins and infirmities, the|remove thefe thorns, or fons of Belial, out of the 
temptations of Satan, divine defertions, and va-|way, or to defend himfelf againft them ; or wea- 
rious afflictions, and be guilty of many backflidings,| pons of war muft be made ule of to conquer and 
yet covenant-intereft always continues ; and {0,|deftroy them, according to the fenfe of Ben Gerfom, 
though in the kingdom and intereft of Crit in theland which De Diex.follows ; a man that meddles 
world, there are, and may be, many things difagreea-| with them mutt expect to be as much hurt, and 
ble ; it may be attended with perfecutions, herefies,| wounded by them all over the body, as if not only 
feandals, @c. yet it fhall continue and increafe,)the point or iron head of a fpear, but the wood; 
and fpread, and be an everlafting kingdom: for|or handle of the {pear were thruft up in him ; but 
this is a/l my falvation; all depends upon this co-jthe former fenfe feems beft: and they fhall be ut- 
venant ; the fafety of David’s family, and the fe-|serly burnt with fire in the fame place; where the 
curity of the kingdom in it, and to his feed, till|thorns grew, or whither they dre removed, or are 
the Meffiab came, depended on the covenant made| fitting ; where perfons are fitting to warm them- 
with him refpecting that; and the fpiritual and|f{elves by them: and this may be underftood of 
eternal falvation of the-Lord’s people depends upon| the deftruation of wicked rulers, when their king- 
the ycovenant of grace; which was -contrived,|dom is taken from them, and they are confumed 
formed, and fettled in it, in which the Saviour}root and branch ; and was true not only of Sau/, 
is provided, and the perfons to fhare in his falva-|and his pofterity, as fome apply it, and of Fero- 
tion are taken into it and fecured, with all bleffings! boa#, and thofe like to him, as the above Fewi/h 
‘both of grace and glory: and all my defire, to tee| writer; but of the wicked Fews, and their rulers, 
it fulfilled ; as it is theydefire of good men, to be/thofe fons of Belial, who rejected the yoke of Chrift, 
led more and more into it, to iee their intereft}and would not have him to rule over them; to 
in it, to have the bleflings and promiles of it,;whom the Lord fent the Ronan armies fenced with 
applied _unto them, and to faved by it, and|fwords and fpears, and burnt their city, and de- 
not. by the covenant of works; and there isiftroyed them in the fame place; and may take in 
all that in it that a believer can defire to make) Antichrift, and antichriftian ftates, thofe fons of 
him comfortable here, or happy. hereafter ; and) Belial, of the wicked aos, and lawlefs one, the 
it is what gives*him delight and pleafure in all|fon of perdition, whofe city, Rome, fhall be burnt 
his troubles: it may be fupplied 4e 2s, as well as|witht fire ,; and even all wicked men, at the great 
this is, and be applicd to Chrifty, the tuler over|day of judgment, to which the Targum refers thefe 


men, defcribed, ¥. 3, 4. with whom the cove-|words; whemithey, whofe end like thorns, is to be 
nant of grace is made, in whom is the falvation|burnt, will be caft into the lake which -burns with 
of men; he is the author and the oH author|fire and brimftone. 
of it ; in whom it is compleat and perfect ; all fal-|. y.8. Thefé be the names of the mighty men whom 


vation is in him, and which they can claim as|David had; &c.] Befides Foab his general, who 


theirs ; to whom is a// their defire; and in whom islis not mentioned ; for thefe were all military men 


all their delight, as it may be rendered ; on account!under him, which aré diftinguifhed into three 


of the glory of his perfon, the fulnefs of his grace,|claffes ; the firft and higheft confifted of three only; 
and his fuitablenefs as a Saviour ; whom they defire' who were general officers ; and the: fecond alfo of 
to know more of, and have more communion with :\three, whd perhaps were colonels of regiments ; 
although he make it not to grow; though there may, 


and the third of thirty, who were captains of thou- 
not be at prefent any growth of outward profperity, |fands and hundreds: the Tachmonite that fat in the 
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or of inward grace, or even of the produce of the! feat; the chief among the captains » not in the chief 


earth, Haé. iii. 17, 18. though the horn of David feat in the Sanbedrim, and was the head of that, 
is pot yet made to bud, or his family in growing! and fo had the name of Tachmonite, from his wif- 
and flourifhing circumftances, or the Mefiah, the}dom, as the Yewi/> writers fay ;. but in the council 
man, the branch, does not yet fhoot forth, though|of wat, where he prefided under the general, or in 
he certainly would; or, for hall he not bud forth?\his abferice, and was perhaps Jieutenant-general, 
he fhall, Yer. xxiii. 5. Zach. itiw8. and vi. 12. and fo over all the captains ; and therefore was 
y. 6. But the fons of Belial fhall be all. of them\neither David nor Foeb, to whom fome of the 
as thorns thruft away, 8c.) Not like the tender| Rabdins apply thefe words, as obferved by Kimchi; 
. grafs that fprings up, and flourithes after rain, and/or rather he was the chief of the three, to whom 
the fiin fhine upon that; but like thorns, ufelefs;| he belonged ; his name in t Chroz. xi: 11. is Fa/o- 
hurtful and pernicious, and fit only for burning | 


obeam, an Hachmonite, or the fon of an Hachmonite, 
this is true-of wicked men in general, that caft off\the fame as*in 1 Chron. xxvii. 2. and here it may 


the yoke of the Lord, and become unprofitable,|be as well read Fofbeb-bajhebeth the Tachmonite, 
- as Belial fignifies ; and of wicked governors in par-|the fame name, with a little variation ; which féem 

ticular, who inftead of being helpful are hurtful|to be ‘names given him, taken from his character 
to a commonwealth y and inftead of being the joyjand office; for his proper name was as follows : 
and comfort of their fubjedts, and of giving plea-|7he feme was Adino the Eznite; fo called, either. 
fure to them, and making them chearful and pro-|from the family he was of, or from the place of 
fperous, give pain and trouble, and caufe grief his birth; tho’ a learned man thinks it fhould be 


and forrow ; and are, if poffible, to be. thruft away, |read as in the following fupplement, he lift up his 
‘Vou, H, N°, zo. | ae A Nee yee =< 78 _ Apeat 


— 
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{pear 4 againft Soo, whom he flew at one time , which 
though a very extraordinary exploit, yet not more 
itrange, or fo ftrange as that of Shamgar’s Naying 
650 men with an ox-goad, or as that of Sam/on’s 
killing 1000 men with the jaw-bone of an afs: in 
1 Chron.. xi. it. the cumber is only 300, which 
fome attempt to reconcile, by obferving, that not 
the fame perfon is meant in both places; here h 
is called ‘Yofred-bafbebeth, there Fafhobeam; here 
the Techmonite, there the fon of an Hachmonite ; 
nor is he there called dino the Eznite ; but yet 
it feems plain, that in both places the chief of the 
three worthies of David ismeant, and fo the fame 
man: others obferve, that he engaged with 800, 
and flew 300 of them, when the reft fled, and 
were purfued and killed by his men; and he routing 
them, and being the occafion of their being flain, 
the flaying of them all is afcribed to him; or he 
firft flew 300, and 500 more coming upon him, 
he flew them alfo: but what Kimchi offers feems 
to be beft, that there were two battles, in which 
this officer was engaged, at one of them he flew 
800, and at the other 300; for fo what is omit- 
ted in the books of Samuel, and of the Kings, is fre- 
quently fupplied in the books of Chronicles, as what 
one Evangelift in the New Teftament omits, another 
records. ‘The above learned writer " conjectures, 
that ty being the firft letter of the words, for three 
and eight, and the numeral letter being here re- 
duced to its word at length, through a miftake in 
the copier, was written PIDY ezht, inttead of 
why three: the Septuagint verfion is, ** he drew 
out his fpear againft 8oo foldiers at once,” and 
fays nothing of flaying them; and feems to be the 
true fenfe of the word, as the fame learned writer ° 
has abundantly fhewn. 

y¥.9. And after him was Eleazar the fon of Dodo 
the Abohite, &c.] Or the fon of Abobi, perhaps 
the fame with Ahoab, a defcendant of Benjamin, 
1 Chron. viii. 4. this Eleazar was the next to the 
Fachmonite, the fecond worthy of the firft clafs: 
one of the three mighty men with David; the fe- 
cond of the three valiant men that were with Da- 
vid in his wars, and fought with him, and for 
him: when they defied the Philiftines ; clapped their 
hands at them, gloried over them, daring them to 
come and fightthem ; fo did David, and his mighty 
men, as Goliath had defied them before: that were 
there gathered together to battle ; at Pafdammim, as 
appears from 1-Chron. xi. 13. and the men: of If- 
rael were gone away; fled when they faw the PAi- 
liftines gather together to fight them, notwithftand- 
mg they had defied them; and fo David, and his 
three mighty men, were left alone to combat with 
the Philiftines. i 

¥. 10. He arofé, and fimote the Philiftines until 
his hand was weary, &c.| He rofe up when the 
Hfraelites fled, and ftood his ground alone, and 
fought with the Pbiliftines, and fmote them with 
his {word, until his hand was weary with {miting : 
and bis band clave unto the fword ; which was con- 
tracted by holding it fo long, and grafping it fo 
hard, thar it could not eafily be got out of its or 
through the quantity of blood which ran upon his 
hand, as it was fhed, fo fofepbus'; and which 


/provifion, for food and forage, to fupport t 


‘entirely r 
{word were obliged to flee: and the Lord wrought 


reconciled by obferving, that one part of it might 


when this action was, at the latter end of which | 


a , j , ad c Oe e-4 u : 
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fword, but held it faft till he had deftroyed the 
enemy: and the Lord wrought a great vidlory thai 
day; for to him it muft be afcribedy and n 
the ftrength and valour of the man ; ane 
ple returned after him only to fpoil, they 
when they faw what.a victory was obtained b 
returned and came after him; not to help hi 
{miting, but to {poil thofe that were flain, and ftriz 
them of what they had. Pe 
yout. And after him was Shamutah the fon of 
Agee the Hararite, &c.| One who was of the 
mountainous country, as the Targum, the hill-coun- _ 
try of Fudea, of Hebron, or the parts adjacelie e2, 
this was the third of the firft three; there was one — 
of this name among the thirty, ¥. 33. and the 
Philiftines were gathered together into a troop; but 
fo they were no doubt at firft; R. [/aiah takes it 
to be the name of a place called Céiyab, as the 
Targum, Chayatha; and which Kimchi fays was a 
village, an unwalled town; and Ben Melech ob- 


i, j > 


ferves, that itis faid in the Arabic language, a col- 


lection of houfes is called 4/-chai : it may be the’ 
fame with Lebi, where Sam/fon flew 1000 with the 
jaw-bone of an afs, whence it had its name ; and 
Fofephus* fays, the place where the Philjfines were — 
gathered together, was called The Faw-bone: but 
perhaps the fenfe of Ben Gerfom may be beft of 
all, that they gathered together in this place fo 


of them and their cattle » fince it follows, 
was a piece of ground full of lentiles, a fort of pulfe, 
which was ate in thofe countries, and® the pottage 
of which was delicious food, fee Gen. xXv. 30, 34. 
and the people fled from the Philiftines ; as they did : 
before under Eleazar, ¥. 9. pom ¥ 
¥. 12. But be flood in the midft of the ground, 
&c.] The field of lentiles: and defended it; the 
field, fo that the Piitines could not ravage it, 
and get food and forage from it: and flew the 
Philiftines; madé a great flaughter among them, 
ted them, fo that they that efcaped his 


a great victory; to whom the glory of it belonged; 
a fimilar fact is afcribed to Eleazar before-men- 
tioned in 1 Chrowz. xi, 13, 14. and indeed itfeems 
to’ be the fame, and in which they were both con- 
cerned; for it is plain from the account, that 

there were more than one engaged in this aétion, 

fince it is there faid, and they Jetythemfelves in the 

midft of that parcel, and tho’ that parcel of ground ~ 

is faid there to be full of barley, it may eafily be: 


be fowed with barley, and the other part with le 
tiles ; fo the Targum in 1 Chron, xi. 13. for it was 
half lentiles and half barley; and Eleazar might 
be placed to defend the one, and Shammab w 

other ; from whence it appears it was about AZ; 


Oe. 


. 


barley-harveft began. : 

y. 13. And three of the thirty chiefs went dow 
&c.] Or three that were chief of the thirt 
perior to them ; which fome underftand of th 
before mentioned, fo YFofepbus”, and that h: 
related fome particular exploits of theirs, here ob= 

rves one, in which they. were all concerned ; “a 


being. congealed, and dried, caufed his hand to|others think the three next are meant, ¢ 

flick to the hilt of his fword, fo that they were, | dbi/bai was the chief, Benaich the next, 

as it were, glued together by it ; or the fenfe may third Afebel ; but the firft fenfe is beft: . 

be only, that though weary, he did not drop rat bg in the harveft-time, unto the cave of Adullam: 
{ ‘ . 


~- 
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So Hillerus in Onomattic. Sacr. p..230, 231. renders it, the glory of the 
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{pear or fpe; men 
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gainit 800, &c. and Weemfe, * his delight 1 . ” : 
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‘words in a {piritual fenfe, it was not this water, but 
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not when he was there, upon his flight from Sau/,,mens.lives, and therefore more fit to be offered as 
1 Sam, xxii. 1, but after he was king, when en-|a facrifice to God than to be drank by him; and 
gaged in war with the Phili/times ; perhaps wheat-|this he might do in thankfulrefs to God for pre- 
harveft is ‘here meant: and the troop of the Pbi-|ferving the lives of the men Ger/om thinks it was 
liftines. pitched in the valley of Repkaim , the army |now the feaft of tabernacles, which was the feaft of 
of the Philiftines, as the Targum; of the valley of |in-gathering the fruits of the earth, when great 
Rephaim, fee Fob. xv. 8.  |quantities of water were drawn and poured out at 

y¥. 14. And David was then in an bold, &c.| Inthe altar, which was done to obtain the bleffing of 
a ftrong hold; the ftrong hold of Zion, as ‘foje-| the former rain; fee the note on Fobn. vii. W728. 
pbus*, or one on a rock near the cave of Adullam,; y.17. And be faid, Beit far from me, O Lord, 
fee 1 Chron. xi. 15. and the garrifon of the Philiftines|that I fhould do this, &c.) Drink of the water 
was then in Betblebem, which was about fix miles|thefe men had brought him: is not this she blood 
from Ferufalem, the valley of Rephaim lay between | of the men that went in jeopardy of their lives? who 
that and Betblebem, fo far had they got into the|rifqued the thedding of their blood, and went in 
land of Yudea, and fuch footing in it, as to have|danger of their lives to get it: therefore be would 

a garrifon fo near its metropolis. not drink it, fome compare with this the ftory of 

¥.15. And David longed, and faid, 8&c.] t| Alexander, to whom a veffel of water was offered 
being harveft-time, the fummer-feafon, and hot} when in extreme thirft, which he refufed, becaufe 

weather, and he thirfty: Ob, that one would give he could not bear to drink it alone, and fo {mall a 
me drink of the water of the well of Bethlebem, which| quantity could not be divided among all about him ; 
is by the gate! which he was well acquainted with,| but the reafons are not the fame: sthefe things did 
being his native place; and which might make it thefe three mighty men; which made them very fa- 
the more defireable, as well as its waters might be} mous. , 
peculiarly cool and refrefhing, and very excellent,| .18. dud Adifbai the brother of Foab the fon of 
as Kimchi fuggefts. This well was about a mile] Zeruiah, was chief among the three, &c.} Another 
from Betblebem, now called David’s well, as fome|triumyirate, of which he was the head: and he lift 
travellers fay ’. It is faid to be a very large well,| up bis [pear againft 300, and flew them; Fafepbus 
with three mouths, and lies a little out of the}{ays 600; this feems to confirm the reading of 
road”; and that there is now near Rachel’s crave|y¥. 8. that the number 800 is right, for if it was 
a good rich ciftern, which is deep and wide; where-| only 300, bi/hai would have been equal to one, 
fore the people that go to dip water, are provided|even the firft of the former three ; which yet is de- 
with’ fmall leathern buckets, anda line, as ufual| nied him in the following verfe: and bad the itame 
in thofe countries*; but Mr. Maundrel” fays, it| among three; of which he was one; and he had the 
is a well, or rather a ciftern, fupplied only with|chief name among them, or was the moft famous 

rain, without any excellency in its waters to make|of them. , 
them defirable ; but it feems, he adds, David’s|\ ¥. 19. Was be not maft honourable of three? &c.] 
fpirit had a farther aim. Some think he meant} He was; who, befides the exploit here mentioned, 
by this to get Bethlehem out of the hands of the|did many other things; he went down with David 
Philiftinesand obtain the pofleffion of it; others,|into Sau/’s camp, and took away his fpear and 
as Farhi, that he intended to afk fome queftion of| cruife, which were at his bolfter; he relieved Da- 
the Sanhedrim that fat there; and others, that his} vid when in danger from /bdenod the giant; he 
defire was after the law of God, called waters; as| beat the Edomites, and flew 18,0co of them in the 
in Jf, lv. 1. and fome chriftian writers, both an-| valley of falt: therefore be was their captain; of 
tient and modern °, are of opinion, that not literal|the other two, or was head over them, took rank 
but fpiricual water was defired by him, and that he before them: howdeit he attained not unto the fir 
thirfted after the coming of the Meffiah, to beborn| three ; for fortitude, courage, and warlike exploits, 
at Bethlehem, and the living water which he only|namelyy to the Zachmonite, Eleazar and Shammab, 
can give, Feb iv. 10. : y. 20. And Benaiah the fon of Feboiada, the Jon 

x. 16. Aud the three mighty men brake through| of a valiant man of Kabzeel,&c.| A city in the 
the boft of the Philiftines, &c.] Which lay in the} tribe of Fudah, Fofb. xv. 21. the father of this man 
valley of Rephaim, between the hold in which Da-j was a man of great vivacity, valour, and ftrength, 
wid was and the well of Bethlebem; thefe three men|fo that it was, like father like fon. Procopius Gazeu$ 
hearing David exprefs himfelf in the above man-|fays Benaiab was David's brother’s fon, and a 
ner, though without any view that any fhould rifque grandion of Jefe: whe had done many as; which 
theirlives to obtain it, only in a general way faid,|may refer either to the father of Benaiah or to Be- 
Oh for a draught of the water of the well of Betb- naiab himielf ; and indeed the Syriac and Arabic 
lebem, immediately fet out, and made their way verfions refer the preceding character} @ valiant 
through the army of the Philifines to the well:|man, not to the father, but the fon: he flew two 
sand drew water out of the well of Bethlebem,\lion-like men of Moab; two princes of Moab, as the 
that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to|Targum, or two giants of Moad, as the Syriac and 

David; in a veflel which they probably carried| Aradic verfions 3.men who were comparable to lions 
with them for that purpofe: wevertbele/s be would| for their ftrength and courage; for this is not\to be 
not drink thereof ; becaufe, fay they who take thefe|underftood of two ftrong towers of Moab, as Ben 

Gerfom, which were defended by valiant men like 
fpiritual water he defired ; but the reafon is given|lions, or which had the form of lions engraved on 
in the following verfe: ut poyred it out unto\them ; nor of Moabitifh altars, as Guffetius', the 
the Lord; as a libation to him, it being ratherjaltar of the Lord, being called by this name of 
blood than water, being fetched at the hazard of} Ariel, the word ufed; but of men of uncommon 
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- Lion in the midjt of a pit in time of fnow; not Foab,|mentioned ; fince there are 39 reck ned befides hit 
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valour and fortitude : be went down alfo, and flew a| 30, &c.) Or rather over the 30, * who 


1 Kings ii. 34. as is the tradition *, but a real lion,}and the Arabic verfion calls him the p 
the ftrongeft among the beafts; and that in a pit}30; oad is not named at all, b 

where he could not keep his diftance, and turn|general of the whole army, and fo n 
him(elf, and take all advantage, and from whente|koned in any of the three clafles: Ebay 
he could not make his efcape ; and which indeed] of Dodo of Betblebem, a town{man of D. 
might quicken his refolution, when he muft fight] ¥. 25. Shammah the Haredite, 8c. JCal 
or die; and ona fnowy day, when lions are faid}Shammab the Harorite in 1 Chron, xi. 27. by, a 
to have the greateft ftrength, as in cold weather,} change of the letters K and D, which is frequen ~ 

more 


or however are fiercer for want of food; and when| Elika the Harodite; or who was of Harod, as 
Benaiah might be benumbed in his hands and feet}Zargum; thefe both were from one place: men- 
with cold. ‘Fofepbus* reprefents the cafe thus, that|}tion is made of the well of Harod, Fudg. vitiageo. * 
the lion fell into a pit, where was much fnow, and] y. 26. Helex the Paltite, &c.] Who was of a F 
was covered with ir, and makingva hideous roaring, | place called Palet, as the Zargum,; in 1 Chrom. xi. ; 
Benaiab went down and flew him; but rather it}27. he is called the Pelonite: Ira a of Tkkefb 
was what others fay, that this lion vefy much in-|¢be Tekoite; who was of the city Of Lekoab, the | 
native place of .4mos the prophet, famous for oil, . 
about 12 miles from Feru/alem; fee the note on 
Amosi. t. ts ia 

¥. 27. Abiexer the dpa botbite, &c.]. He was 
of Anethoth in the tribe of Benjamin, the birth- 
place of Feremiah the prophet: Mebunnai the Hu- 
foathite; the fame with Sidbecai, 1 Chron. Xi. 29. 
and xxvii. 11. 2 Sam, xxi. 18. this man had two . 
names, and was a defcendant of Hu/bab, who came 
of Fudab, 1 Chron. iv. 4. Sie ABE: 

¥. 28. Zalmon the Abothite, &c.] The fame 
with Jlai, 1 Chron. xi. 29. a deftendant of Aboab . 
a grandfon of Benjamin, ch. viii. 4. Mabarai the 
Netopbathite; who was of Netophab, a ci ce 
tribe of Fudab, mentioned along with ‘Buble Cy 
Neb. vii. 26. a place of this name is fpoken of in 
the Mi/nab °, famous for artichokes and olives. 

y.29. Heleb the fon of Baanab, a Nestpberbir, 
&c.J] Called Heled, 1 Chron. xi._30, and xxvii. 
15. Ittai the fon of Ribai out of Gibeab of the chil- 
dren of Benjamin, fometimes called Gibeah of Ben- 
jainin and Gibeah of Saul, being a city im the tribe 
of Benjamin, and the birth-place of Saul king of 
Jfrael; and this man is diftinguifhed hereby from 


fefted the places adjacent, and did much hurt ; and 
therefore for the good of the country, and to rid 
them of it, took this opportunity, and flew it ; 
which one would think was not one of the beft 
reafons that might offer; it feems beft therefore what 
Bochart' conjectures, that Benaiab went into a cave, 
for fo the word ufed may fignify, to fhelter him- 
felf a while from the cold, when a lion being in it 
for the fame reafon, attacked him, and he fought 
with it and flew it; or rather it may be an hollow 
place, a valley that lay between cra and Zion, 
where Benaiah hearing a lion roar, went down and 
flew it *. 

y¥.21. And he flew an Egyptian, a goodly man, 
&c.] A perfon of good countenance and fhape, 
very large and tall; in 1 Chron. xi. 23. he is faid 
to be aman of great ftature, and five cubits high, 
and fo wanted a cubit and a fpan of the heighth 
of Goliath, 1 Sam xvii. 4. and he hada fpear in 
his band; as large as Goliath’s; for in 1 Chron. 
xi. 23. it is faid to be like a weaver’s beam, as 
Goliath’s was, 1 Sam. xvii. 7. fee the note there: 
and he went down to bim with a flaff ; with a walk- 
ing-ftaff only, having no other weapon: and pluck- 
ed the {pear out of the Egyptian’s band, and there- 
fore muft be a man very nimble and dexterous, as 
well as bold and courageous: and flew bim with 
his own fpear ; as David cut off Goliath’s head with 
his own fword. This is fuppofed’ to be Shimei, 
the fon of Gera, 1 Kings ii. 46. 

¥.22. Thefe things did Benaiah the Jot of Fe- 
boiada, &c.\ Slew a lion, and two lion-like men 
of Moab, and an Egyptian of a gigantic. ftature : 
and had the name among three mighty men ; of which 
he was one, and Abifbai another, the third d/abel, 
one of the 30; or was over them, ¥. 24. fince 30 
are reckoned without him. Abarbinel thinks, that 
the third was Adina, the fon of Shiza, the Reu- 
benite, 1 Chron. xi. 42. fince 30 were with him, 
and he at the Head of them. ¥ 3 


Ittai the Gittite, 2 Sam. xv. 19. » ; 
¥. 30. Benaiah the Pirathonite, &c.| .Who was 
of Pirathon, a city in the tribe of Ephraim, Fudge, 
xii. 15. Hiddai of the brooks of Gaafa; which per- 
haps ran by the hill Gaa/o, and. was alfo in the 
tribe of Ephraim, Fob. xxiv. 30. This man is 
called Hurai, 1 Chron. xi. 32, diay inge> . 
¥. 31. Abi-albon the Arbathite, &c.| A native 


Ps 
& Hieron. Trad Heb. in 2 Reg. fol. 80. C. by te. t Flies eet} ‘ 
* Bebthe weed a Hiftory, vol. 4. p. 227. Lagat ; Hieron, "Teal, Heb. ut fupra. 4 e ‘ 
fuum, Pagninus, Montanus. " TW9U'S fupra tricinta iftos, Junius & Tremellius. alin, 
§. t. Sheviith, c.g. §.5. ' P De Bello Jud. 1, 4 nay a §. 3. i : Reagan a ee ce bak 


of > ue Care ae 7 , ane it 
ns. in 
re ; ' 


<7 


, 
s 
y « 
Me 
~ 
- ww ~ 


4 5 
| 


yy. 34. Elipbelet the-fon of Abafbai, the fon of the 
Méachathite, &e.} In 1 Chron. xi. 35. he is cal- 
led E/ipbal the fon of Ur: Eliam the fon of Abi- 
thophe! the Gilonite; David's counfellor, that went 
of to 4bjalom, ch. xv. 12. Eliam his fon is fup- 
pofed, by the Fews, to be the father of Bath/beba, 
the wife of Uriah, ch. xi. 3. according to Hille- 
rus%, he is the fame with Abijah the Pelonite, 
1 Chron, xi.36. 

¥. 25. Hezrai the Carmelite, &c.}] Of mount 
Carmel; or from Carmela, as the Targum, fee 1 Sam. 
xxv. 2. he is called Hezro, 1 Chron. xi. 37. Paa- 
rei_the Arbite, or from Arab, as the Targum, a 
city in the tribe of Fudab, Fofb. xv. 52. according 
to Hillerus*, the fame with Naarai the fon of Ez- 
bai, in 1 Chron. xi. 37. 

y¥. 36. Igal the fon of Nathan of Zobah, &c.} A 
kingdom in Syria, ch. viii. 3. according to Hille- 
rus*, the fame with Joel, 1 Chron. xi. 38. Bani 
the Gadite; who was of the tribe of Gad, as the 
Targum in the room of this ftands Mibhar, the 
fon of Haggeri, in 1 Chron. xi. 38. 

¥. 37. Zelek the Ammonite, &c.| Who was fo 
either by birth, and became a profelyte ; fo the 
Targum fays, he was of the children of Ammon , 
or is fo called, becaufe he had fojourned fome 
time in their land, or had done fome exploits 
againft them ; unlefs he was of Chephar-kaammo- 
nai, a city of the “tribe of Benjamin, Fofb. xviii. 
24. Nabarai the Beerothite, a native of Beeroth, 
a city in the fame tribe, o/b. xviii. 25. armour- 
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bearer to Foab the fon of Zertiah,; Foab had ten of 
them, this perhaps was the chief of them, ch xviii. 
15. who was advanced to bea captain, and there-_ 
fore has a namie and place among the 30, very 
likely for fome military exploits performed by him; 
he is in the lift of David’s worthies; though not 
Foab his matter, as before obferved; the reafon of 
Joab being left out, is either becaufe he was over 
them all, as before noted ; according to Fo/ephus*, 
Uriah the Hittite, after-mentioned, was an armour- 
bearer to Foad. 

¥. 38. Ira an Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrité.| Thefe 
were of Fether, as the Targum, a defcenddnt of 
Caleb, of the tribe of Fudab, 1 Chron. ii. 50, 53. 
and iv. 15,17. 

¥. 39. Uriah the Hittite, &c.] The hufband 
of Bathfheba; of whom fee ch. xi. 3. thirty and 
feven in all, reckoning the three mighty men of 
the firft clafs, the three of the fecond, and the third 
clafs confifting of 30 men, whofe names are as 
above, and Yoab the general and head of them all. 
In 1 Chron. xi. 41. Zabad the fon of Ablai follows 
Uriah as one of this catalogue ; he fucceeding in 
honour one that foon died, particularly E/ika, y. 
25. who is omitted in Chronicles, where a lift of 
fifteen more is given; at the head of which ftands 
Adina a Reubenite, and thirty are faid to be with 
him, according to our verfion; but fhould be ren- 
dered, as by ‘funius and Tremellius, but the thirty 
were fuperior to him, that is, the above 30; for 
thefe 15, though brave men, were of leffer note. 


CE As gPiie: KXTV. 


| on this chapter an account is given of David's 
numbering of the people, ¥.1—g. of the 
fenfe he had of his fin, and of his acknowledg- 
ment of it; and of the Lord’s difpleafure at it, 
who fent the prophet Gad to him, to propofe three 
things to him, one of which he was to chufe as 
a punifhment for it, ¥. ro—13. when he chofe 
the peftilence; which carried off a great number 
of the people, ¥. 14—17. and David was direct- 
ed to build an altar to the Lord in the threfhing- 
floor of Araunah the Febufite, with whom he agreed 
for it, and built one on it, and offered upon it, 
and fo the plague was ftayed, ¥. 18—25. 


y.1. And again the anger of the Lord was kindled 
againft Ifrael, &c.} | It had been kindled, and ap- 
peared before in fending a three year’s famine 
among them for’Sau/’s ill ufage of the Gibeonites , 
and now it broke forth again, either for fome fe- 
cret fins committed, as Kimchi fuggefts, or for the 
rebellion of Ab/alom, and the infurreétion of She- 
da, in which multitudes of them joined ; fo Abar- 
binel ; no doubt there was caufe for it, though it is 
not exprefied: and he moved David againft them; 
not the Lord, but fatan, as may be fupplied from 1 
Chron. xxi. 1. or it moved him; the anger of the 
Lord, as the laft mentioned writer interprets it ; or 
the heart of David, as Ben Gerfom; that is, the 
evil imagination of his heart, as Kimchi; the Lord 
Jeft him to the corruption of his nature, fome- 
times called fatan, 2 Cor. xii. 7. which wrought 
powerfully in him, and ftirred him up to take a 
{tep contrary to the intereft of Z/rae/, and what was 
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prejudicial to them, as the event fhewed: it moved 
him to fay; to foad and his captains: Go number 
Tfrael and Fudab , not all the individuals, but fuch 
as were fit for war, able to bear arms, fee y. 9. 

y. 2. For the king faid to Foab the captain of the 
hoft, which was with him, &c.] Or who was 
with him, even Foab, who was now at court, and 
was a counfellor of David, as well as his general ; 
or which army was with Yoad, a ftanding army he 
had the command of : Go now through all the tribes 
of Ifrael, from Dan even to Beer-foeba; from the 
/northern part of the land of J/rae/ to the fouthern 
part of it, and this courfe was accordingly fteered, 
¥. 6, 7. and number the people, that I may know the 
number of the people, fo that this appears to be 
done not through any urgent neceflity, but merely 
out of curiofity, and to gratify the pride of his 
heart, and pleafe himfelf with the thought of ruling 
fuch a numerous people, and brag of their numbers 
to other nations, and place his confidence therein ; 
and no wonder it was difpleafing to the Lord. 

¥. 3. And foab faid unto the king, &c.] Not fo 
rudely and infolently as he did on account of his 
mourning for 4b/alom, but in a more modeft, de- 
cent, and polite manner: Now the Lord thy God 
add unto the people (how many foever they be) an 
bundred-fold ; he wifhed -his fubjeéts were an hun- 
dred times more numerous than they were: and 
that the eyes of my lord the king may fee it ; that he 
might live to fee with his own eyes fo great an in- 
creafe: but why doth my lord the king delight in this 
thing ? he being now old, and therefore it might 
feem ftrange to indulge fuch curiofity, pride, and 

vanity, 
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whence they were not driven out by the J/raelites 3 
to all places contiguous to them, Joab and his 
captains came to take the number of them : aud they 
went out to the fouth of Fudab; even to Beerfoebay 
pafling through the weftern part of the land, they = 
came to the fouthern part of it, even as far as 
Beerfoeba, which was the extreme part of the land 
to the fouth. 4 ae 
¥.8. So when they had gone through all the lands 4 
&c.] Beginning at the eaft, and from thenceto 
the north, and then going about to the weft, came _ 
to the fouth, which finifhed their circuit : ¢heycame — 
to Ferufalem, at the end of 9 months and 20 days? 
they were 10 months wanting ro. days in  num-, 
bering the people; in which they feem to have been 
very expeditious, . 
¥. 9. And Foab gave up the fum of the number of 
the people unto the king, &c.| Having collected » 
from the feveral captains employed in this work 
their feveral particular numbers, he put them to- 
gether, and gave in the fum total to David: and 
there were in Ifrael 800,000 valiant men that drew . 
the fword, though many of them might be under ~ 
the age of 20, yet being robuft and tall, and fit to 
bear arms, though but 16, 17, 18, or 19 years 
of age were muftered, contrary to the law; which, 
according to Cornelius Bertram, was David's fin,. 
fee 1 Chron, xxvii. 23, 24. In 1,Chrom. xxi, 5. 
they are faid to be 1,000,000 and 100,000, which 
is 300,000 more than the fum here given; feveral 
methods are taken to reconcile this; but what 
feems to be the beft folution of the difficulty is 
what is obferved by a Yew *,; that here thenumber 
of the people in the feveral parts of the land of 
| Efrael was given, which were 800,000, there 
along with them, the numbers of the ftanding army 
which waited on the king in their courfes, which 
were 24,000 every month, and amounted in the 
12 months to 288,000, and reckoning 12,000 
officers.to them, they make the fum of 300,000 
wanted, fee 1 Chron. xxvii, 1,2, Sc. and the men 
of Fudab were 500,000 men. In 1 Chron. xxi. 5. 
they are faid to be only 470,000, 30,000 Jefs than 
here ; which may be accounted for by making ufe 
of a round number, though fomething wanting, 
as is often done; or elfe the 30 companies, confiit- 
ing of 1000 each, under the 30 captains mention- 
ed in the preceding chapter, are taken into the ac- 
count here, but left out in the book of Chronicles ; 
or there were fo many in the fum total of the men 
of Fudah before the plague, but 30,000 being 
confumed thereby, are left out in the latter accounts, 
fo Kimchi; but the other folutions feem beft: Levz 
and Benjamin were not counted; it being abomi- 
nable to Foab, he did not finifh it, and efpecially 
being difpleafing to God, who fmote J/rael for it, 
1. Chron. xxi. 6, 7. it 
y. 10. And David’s heart fmote him, after that 
be had numbred the people, &c.) For g or 10 
‘months his confcience lay afleep, but now the thing 
was done, it is awakened, and accufes him for it, 
and he repents of it ; now he began to fee the pride 
and naughtinefs of his heart; his vanity and confi- 
dence in the creature which led him to it; agera- 
vated by doing it without feeking to know the mind 


vanity, and befides quite needlefs and ufelefs : the 
numbering of them would not make them more or 
lefs ; and they were all the king’s fervants, who 
were ready to obey him whenever he needed them, 
whether numbered or not; and it might be preju- 
dicial to them, and bring down the wrath of God 
upon them, as well as be a troublefome and expen- 
five bufinefs ; all which, though not exprefied here, 
is hinted at in 1 Chron. xxi. 3. ” 
y. 4. Notwithftanding. the king’s word prevailed 
againft Joab, and againft the captains of the hoft, 8cc.) 
Who it feems were of the fame mind with Foad, 
and were againft numbering the people, yet their 
arguments and remonftrances were of no avail with 
the king; he was determined it fhould be done, 
and laid his commands upon them to do it, which 
they were obliged to comply with: and Foab and 
the captains of the boft went out from the prefence of 
the king, to number the people of I/rael, feeing him 
refolute and determined, they fukmitted, took his 
orders, and fet out to execute them. 
¥. 5. And they paffed over Fordan, &e.] To 
take, the number of the tribes of Reuben and Ged 
and the half-tribe of Manaffeb firft: and pitched in 
Arcer ; for it feems that Foad and the captains had 
the army with them, and the feveral captains under 
their command, partly’ to affift in numbering the 
people, and partly to keep. them in awe, left they 
fhould oppofe them, not knowing what was the 
defign of all this. Aroer was a city given to the 
tribe of Gad, and rebuilt by them, Numb, xxxii. 
34. on the right fide of the city; i. e. of Aroer, the 
fouth fide of it, as the Yargum, did Foad and his 
army pitch: that lieth 7x the midft of the river of 
Gad; which was the river drnon, fo called now 
from the tribe of Gad, which poffeffed it, and fo 
the Targum, in the midft of the river of the tribe 
of Gad; for in the midft of the river Aruon Aroer 
lay, fee Fob. xiii. g. and toward Fazer ; another 
city given to the Gadites, Numb. xxxii. 3. 35. and, 
according to Bunting", was 16 miles from Aroer. 
y. 6. Then they came to Gilead, &c.] ‘The land 
of Gilead, half of which was given to the tribes of 
Reuben and Gad, and the other half to the half- 
tribe of Manajfeb, Deut. iii. 12, 13. which tribes 
were numbered, and the firft of all: and to the 
land of Tabtim-hodfhi ; or the low lands of a new 
place ; it feems to be'a country newly poffeffed and 
inhabited ; the Yargum calls it the fouthern land of 
Hodfhi ; Bunting “ calls it the lower country, of 
Hodfhi, near to the city Corazin, in the half-tribe of 
Manaffeh, 52 miles from Ferufalem, and towards 
the north-eaft, and fignifies a new land: and they 
came to Dan-jaan, the fame that is fimply called 
Dan, and formerly Lefhem, Fofo. xix. 47. why 
Jean is added to it is not eafy to fay; it lay at the 
northern border of the land of J/rael, and was: 
four miles from Paneas as you go to Tyre*: and 
about to Zidon; from Dan they went round about 
to, Zidon, to the parts adjacent to it;:for with 
Zidon itfelf they had nothing to do, of which fee 
the note.on Fo/p. xi. 8. 
¥. 7. And came to the ftrong bold of Tyre, &c.] 
That is, old Tyre, which ftood 30 furlongs from new 
Tyre, the ifland”; of which fee the note on J/- do 
xxiii, 1. this muft be underftood of the parts near] of God, and without giving him his due, the half 
unto it; for that icfelf was not within the land of] fhekel, according to the law, Exod. XXX. 12, 13. 
Ifrael, and fo its inhabitants not to be numbered :|intent only upon increafing his own revenue, as 
and to all the cities of the Hivites, and of the Ca-|fome think, intending to impofe a poll-tax upon 
naanites ; which were poffeffed by them, ‘and from|the people when he had numbered them; and at- 
. _ tempting ~ 
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tempting to number a people who were» not to be | three years would haveimmediately followed the othér 
numbered ; and numbering thofe who were under|three, the following in courfe would be a fabbatica! 
the age of 20, and therefore the plague began be-| year, in which were no plowing, fowing, nor reap- 
fore it was finifhed, 1 Chrov. xxvii. 23, 24 and\ing, or the current year was fuch an ones and the 
David faid unto the Lord, I have finned greatly in\{enie is, fhall there be a continuance of {even years 
that I have done; he faw and owned his fin to be|of famine, that is, three more added to what had 
exceeding finful, attended with very aggravating | been? which muft be moft dreadful to think of ; 
circumttances ; and now I befeech thee, O Lord,|but a learned writer ‘thinks it a miftake of the 
take away the iniquity of thy fervant; the guilt of it| copier; writing + /even for 3 three: or wilt thot 
from his. confcience, which lay heavy there, and | flee three months before thine enemies; while they pur- 
fuffer not the punifhment it deferves to take place|/ie thee? be in fuch a condition as not to be able 
on him, but grant an application of pardon to him:|to face or fight his enemies; or if he did, would 
for Ihave done very foolily; all fin is folly, and| not be able to ftand his ground, but be forced to 
ome fins are exceeding foolifh, and fo this appeared | flee before them, and be purfued by them three 
to Davids; or, though I have done very foolifoly*,| months running ; during which time a prodigious 
yet forgive my fin, fee P/ xxxviii. 5. number might well be thought to be flain; fad de- 
¥.11. For when David was up in the morning, \vattations made in the land, and great fhame and 
&c.] Which it is probable was very early, he not |difgrace endured, and what a man of. David's fpi- 
being able to fleep through the diftrefs of mind he }rit could not bear the thoughts of : or that there be 
was in; for the words -fhould be rendered, and Da-| three. days peftilence in thy land 2 which in-1 Chron. | 
vid arofe in the morning “, for,.as we render them, |xxi. 12. is called the fword of the Lord, in diftinc- 
they feem to imply as if he had no fenfe of his fin|tion from the fword of man, it coming imme- 
before the prophet came to him next mentioned ; |diately from him, and the deftroying angel, in all 
whereas, it was in the night he had been under the |the coafts of the land ; being inflicted by means of 
conviction of it, and had acknowledged it, and prayed | one: now advife, and fee what anfwer | hall return 
for the pardon of it ; upon which, the prophet was |to bim that ‘fent me; that is, confult with himfels, 
fent to.acquaint him what was the will of God con-|or with his friends, or both, what anfwer the pro- 
cerning him: the word of the Lord came unto the|phet muft return to the Lord that fent him ;-for 
prophet Gad, Davra’s seer, with whom \he had|him he means. 
ufed to advife about the will of God on various] y.14. And David faid unto Gad, 1 am ina great 
occafions, though’ in this he had neglected to con-| trait, &c.] Not knowing well which to chufe, 
fult him ; the Zargum calls it the word of prophecy }each of them being fo grievous, and an anfwer 
from the Lord: /aying; as follows. being to be returned immediately ; but by his next 
¥. 12. Go, and fay unto David, &c.). Not my| words, and by theevent it-feems he chofe the pe- 
fervant David, as Nathan was bid to fay to him | ftilence, though that is not exprefly faid: Jet us fall 
when it was in his heart to build an houfe for him ;| now, into the band of the Lord, the Targum in 
but now he had finned and difpleafed the Lord,}1 Chron. xxi: 13. is, ** into the hand of the Word 
and therefore it is only plain David: Thus faith the|\ of the Lord :” (for his mercies are great) and let me 
Lord, Ioffer thee three things ; or lay them before | uot fall inta the hand of many indeed all the three 
thee toconfider of, which thou wouldft have done ; | judgments mentioned are by the handsof the Lord 
the Targum is, *‘ one of three things 1 caft upon| whenever they come ; but in the peftilence the hand 
thee,” as a burden to bear; one of the three 1]of the Lord is more vifible, it coming immediately 
will certainly inflict upon thee by way of chaf-|from his hand, as efpecially this was to do, and 
tifement: choofe thee one of them, that I may do it|\ did; it did not arife from fecond caufes, a noxious 
unto thee; here is mercy mixed with judgment; |air, Ge.) but by means of an angel of God: David 
the Lord is angry, yet fhews great condeicenfion | chofe this, becaufe he and his people would have 
and goodnefs; a fovereign being, who could have} nothing to do with men, as in famine they mutt 
impofed what punifhment he pleafed, and even all| have gone into other countries for food, and in war 
the three after-mentioned, yet refolves but on one, | flee before their enemies, and lie at their mercy, 
and leaves that to the option of David. and either of them more difgraceful than this; and 
y¥. 13. So Gad came to David, and told him, &c.]\ which he might the rather choofe on his own ac- 
Said nothing to him about his fin, but corre¢tion|count, that his people might not be able to fay he 
for it ; which confirms it, that David was made}fought himfelf and his own intereft, for had he 
fenfible of his fin before he came to him: and /aid| chofen famine, as his people had been lately di- 
unto bim, Shall feven years of famine come unto thee\ftrefied that way already, they might, befides 
in thy land? in 1 Chron, xxi. 12. only three years |urging that, fay, that he could lay up ftores for 
are mentioned, and fo the Septuagint verfion here ;|himfelf and family ; or had he chofen war, they 
but Fofepbus *, the Targum, the Syriac, and Arabic |might ob{erve he had fortified places to flee to, one 
verfions have the number feven ; three feems to be |after another, and fhelter himfelf ; but for the ar- 
more agreeable to the numbers after-mentioned, |rows of the peftilence he was as fair a matk as the 
and no more as to come were defigned, though | meaneft of his fubjects: but what feems to have 
feven are here exprefied; for the reconciling of }moved him chiefly to make this choice is, that it 
which let it be obferved, that there had been three | would not only be the fooneft over, but that it wholly 
years of famine already on account of the fin of !depended on the pleafure of God, what ufe he would 
of Saul, ch. xxi. and in the current. year, through| make of it in that time; and chiefly becaufe he 
the rains not falling in the proper time, the land| knew God was gracious and merciful, and it was 
was barren and unfruitful; or through the penury| upon his great mercy he caft himfelf and his peo- 
of the preceding years, the famine would be conti- | ple. 
ued at leaft until the harveft; and then three years| y.15. So the Lord fent a peftilence upon Ijrael, 
more now propofed made feven years; or, if thefe|8cc.] Upon the land of J/rael, the people is - 
| | and, 


95 quamvis, fo Glaffius notes it may be rendered ; fo Pool. © Fp") & furrexit, Pagninus, Montanus, &c. 
¢ Antiqu. L. 7. & 13. §. 2. © Dr, Kennicott’s Differs. 1. p. 4745 ~ 


Gna i. S4M 


land; direétly employing an angel to go through 
the coafts of it, and empowering him to inflict a 
peftilential difeafe: from the morning even to the 
time appointed, from the morning the prophet Gad 
came to David with a meflage from the Lord; that 
very morning the plague began, and lafted to the 
time fet for it, the three days, or at leaft unto the 
beginning of the third, when reaching Jerufalem, 
the Lord repented of it, and ftayed his hand ; tho 
many think a much fhorter time is intended; fome 
think it lafted no more than half a day, if fo much ; 
fome fay but three hours ‘; the Septuagint verfion 
until dinner-time, and the Syriac and Arabic ver- 
fions until the fixth hour of the'day, which was 
noon ;"and fo Kimchi fays, fome of their Rabdins 
interpret it of the half or middle of the day; the 
Targum is, ** from the time the daily facrifice was 
flain until it was burnt ;” and it is the fenfe of fe- 
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, ‘ 
fee 1 Chron. xxi. 16, 19. when he faw the angel that” 


{mote the people ; in the aif over Ferufalem, with a 


drawn fword’in his hand, which made him appear 
terrible: and faid, lo, 1 have finned, and I have 
done wickedly ; in numbering the people: bat thefe 
eep, what have they done? he looked upon him= — 
felf as the only tranfgreffor, and his people as in-— 
nocent, and as harmlefs as fheep; he thought of 
no fins but his own ; thefe were uppermoft in his” 
mind, and lay heavy on his confcience; and it 
grieved him extremely that his people fhould foffer ’ 
on his account : but they were not fo innocent as 
he thought and fuggefts,; and it was not only for 
his, but their fins this evil came; he was fuffered 
to do what he did, to bring upon them deferved 
punifhment for their rebellion againft: him, and: 
other fins ; however, this fhows the high opinion 
he had of them, the great affection he had for ~ 


veral Jearned men, that it was only from the morn- (them, and his fympathy with them in this time of 
ing until the time of the evening facrifice, or even-|diftrels : /et thine band, I pray thee, be againft me, 
ing prayer, aboutthree o’ clock in the afternoon, and | and againft my father’s boufe, let me and mine die,” 
fo lafted about nine hours: and there died of the| and not they ; a type of Chrift, the good fhepherd, 


people from Dan even to Beerfoeba, 70,000 men; fo 
that there was a great diminution of the people in 
all places where they were numbered ; and David’s 
fin may be read in the punifhment of it; his heart 
was lifted up by the numbers of his people, and 
now it muft be humbled by the leflening of them. 
y. 16. And when the angel firetched out bis hand 
upon Ferufalem to deftroy it, &c.) Which, as it was 
perhaps the laft place where the people were num- 
bered, it was the Jaft to which the plague came: 
this-angel appeared in an human form, ftanding 
between the earth and the heaven; in the midft of 
the heaven, in the air, right over Feru/alem ; having 
a drawn fword in his hand ftretched over the city, as 
is faid in 1 Chron. xxi. 16. which was done as a 
menace, and to inject terror into David and the 
inhabitants of the city, and to give them notice of 
what they muft expect: the Lord repented him of 
the evil; he was inflicting, and now threatened Fe- 
rufalem with ; having compaffion on the place where 
the ark, the fymbel of his prefence, was, where a 
temple was to be built to the honour of his name, 
and where he fhould be worfhipped ; and therefore 
ftopped proceeding, as men when they repent of 
any thing done by them, ceafe from it, fo did the 
Lord now; otherwife repentance, properly fpeak- 
ing, falls not on him, and fo it is next explained : 
and faid to the angel that deftroyed the people; not 
the angel of death, the devil, but a good angel, 
‘who had a commiffion from God for this bufinefs : 
It is enough: flay now thine hand: there is a fuffi- 


willing to lay down his life for the fheep, and fuf- 
fer in their ftead, that they might go free: ; 

¥.18. And Gad came that day to David, 8e.] 
Ordered and directed by ‘the angel of the Lord, 
1 Chron, xxi. 18. and faid unto him, go up, rear an 
altar unto the Lord, in the threfbing-floor of Araunab 
the Febufite , it was too far to go to Gibeon, where 
the tabernacle was, at’ fuch a time of extremity, 
when the fword of the angel was ftretcled out over 
Ferufalem, 1 Chron. xxi. 29, 30. and this was the 
moft proper place, as it was the very fpot over: 
and neareft to which the angel was ; and was on 
mount Moriah, where the ews fay Abrabam of- 
fered up J/aac ; and where the temple was’ after=- 
wards built, as Kimchi and Ben’ Gerfom obferve ; 
and Lupoelemus, an heathen writer *, fays, that 
when David defired to build a temple for God, — 
and that he would fhew him the place of the altar, 
an angel appeared to him, ftanding over the place 
where the altar at Ferufalem was to be built. 

¥.109: And David, according to the faying of Gad, 
went up as the Lord commanded.\ From the place. 
where he was in a lower part of the city to mount 
Moriah, on which was the threfhing-floor,- a place 
fit for winnowing-corn when threthed. 

¥.20. And Araunab looked, &c.] Peeped up 
out of the place in which he had hid himfelf with 
his four fons, for fear of the angel, and which 
they faw, 1 Chron. xxi. 20. and Jaw the king and 
his fervants coming towards him; he perceived by 
the courfe they fteered, that they were coming to 


cient number flain; flay no more: and the angel of \him: and Araunabh went out; of the threfhing- 


-the Lord was by the threfbing-place of Araunah the 
Febufite ; that is, he was in the air, right over the 
{pot, or near it, where was this man’s threfhing- 
floor ; and was feen by Araunab and his four fons, 
who upon it hid themfelves, perhaps among the 
fheaves they were threfhing, 1 Chron. xxi. 20. and 
this threfhing-floor was on mount Moriah, 2 Chron. 
iii. 1. as threfhing-floors commonly were on moun- 
tains for the fake of winnowing the corn when 
threfhed ; fee the note on Ruth iii. 2. who, according 
to Ben Gerfom, though he was by birth a Febufite, 
was profelyted to the Fewi/h religion. 

¥.17. And David Jpake unto the Lord, 8c.) In 
prayer; he and the elders of J/rael being clothed in 
fackcloth, and fallen on their faces, “he prayed, 
not unto the angel, but to Jehovah that fent him; 


§ Pirke Eliezer, ¢. 43. 


Self before the king with his face to the 


© Apud Eufeb. Evangel. prepar. 1. 9. ¢. 30, p. 447- 


floor, out of the place where he had hid himfelf, 
for he had been threfhing wheat, 1 Chron. xxi. 20. 
nor was it thought below. great perfonages in thofe 
times to be employed in fuch work ; fo Gideon was 
threfhing, when the angel of the Lord appeared 
to him, 7udg. vi. 11, 12. Boaz winnowed barley 
in his threfhing-floor, Ruth iii. 2. and bowed bim- 
ground; in - 
reverence of the king. , bare 
y.21. And Araunab faid, wherefore is my lord . 
the king come to his fervant ? &c.| Which both 
implies admiration in him, that fo great a perfon 
fhould vifit him in his threfhing-floor; thata king 


fhould come to a fubjeét his fervant, who fhould- = 


rather have come to him, and would’ upon the | 


leaft intimation ; it was a piece of condefcenfion 


an . 
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he marvelled at ; ahd it exprefiés a defire to know] I wil! furely buy it of thee at a price, &c.] And 
his pleafure with Kim, fuppofing it muft be fome-]a full price too, 1 Chron. xxi: 24. that is, give. 


thing very urgent and important, that the king’ 
fhould come himfelf upon it: and to this David 
made anfwer, etd David faid ; what he was come 
for: to buy the threfhing-floor of thee, to. build an 
altar to the Lord, that the plague may be flayed from 
the people; for though David had acknowledged 
his fin, and God had’ repented of the evil he’ in- 


him as much for it as it.was worth: weither wy/l I 
offer burnt-offerings to the Lord my God,.of tbat 
which doth coft me nothing , which fhows an inge-" 
nuous f{pirit, and contrary, to the temper of many, 
who Jike to ferve the Lord in the cheapeft manne, 
or with little coft to themfelves: fo David bought 


the throfoing-floor and the oxen, for 52 foekels of 


ficted for it, and given orders for flopping it; yet} //ver ; which reckoning a thekel at two fhillings 


he would have an altar built, and facrifices offered, 
to. fhew, that the only way to have peace, , and 
pardon, and fafety from ruin and deftruction, de- 
ferved by fin, is through the expiatory facrifice of 
Chrift, of which all facrifices were typical, and 
were defigned to lead the faith of the Lord’s peo- 
ple to that. 
1. ¥. 22. And Araunab faid unto David, Tet niy lord! 
the king take and offer up what feemeth good unto 
him, &c.| Build an altar, offer facrifices of what- 
foever he found upon the premifes fit for the fame, 
and make ufe of whatever came to hand proper 
to perform fuch fervice with, as follows: here be 
oxen for burnt facrifice,; which were employed in 
treading the corn, hence the law in Deut. xxv. 4.| 
and ‘threfoing inftruments ; not flails, fuch as are! 
fed by us, but wooden fledges, drays or carts' 
drawn 6n wheels; which were ‘filled with “{tones, | 
and the bottom of them ftuck with iron teeth; and: 
were drawn by oxen to and fro over the fheaves of 
corn ; fte Jf, xxviii. 27. and other infiruments of 
the oxen for wood, as their yokes ; thefe draunah 
gave leave to take to burn the facrifice with ; and 
in 1 Chron. xxi. 23. “tis added, and the wheat for 
the meat-offering, which was upon the threfhing- 
floor ; and there always went a meat-offering with 
a burnt-offering. 

¥. 23. All thefe things did Araunab, as a king, 
give unto the king, &c.] The note of fimilitude 
as is not in the text; from whence fome have 
thought he was king of the Febufites before Feru- 
falem was taken out of their hands, or however 
was of the royal race, perhaps'the fon and heir of 
the then king at that time; or he has this title 
given ‘him, becaufe of his great liberality, having 
the fpirit of a prince in him, even of a king; fo 
Ulyffes addreffed Antinous, faying, thou art like a 
king, and therefore fhould give more largely than 
others ® : and Araunah faid unto the king, the 
Lord thy God accept thee; thine offering with a 
good will; with pleafure and delight, as the Tar- 
gum that fo the plague might be removed, and’ 
which no doubt made him the more ready to part 
with the above ‘thing’, and all that he had ;’ fo 
dreadful did thé calamity appear to him, and efpe- 
cially’after he faw the angel with his drawn {word 
juft over him. © eviews 

y¥. 24. And the king faid unto Araunab, nay, but 
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+ ™ Tubal Cain, p.15. So Hieron, Trad Heb, 


and fix-pence, made.but juft fix pounds five fhil- 
lings of Our money 3 though its value is but about 
two fhillings and four-pence farthing, which +re2 
duces the jum : in 1 Chron. xxi. 25. David is faid 
to give 609 fhekels of gald by weight; two ways 
are propofed by the Fews ‘for the reconciling of 
the difficulty ; the one is, that 50 Shekels were 


| collected out of every tribe, and 12 times so make 


600 fhekels, and thefe were of the value or weight 
of gold; but this. feems.not likely, that it fhould 


| be collected out of all the tribes, and fincé it ap- 


pears plainly to be the king’s: purchafe, and with 
his money : the other is, that’ there were two pur- 
chafes, the firft was of the threfhing-floor, oxen 
and inftruments, which.were bought for. 50 fhekels, 
of filver, as here, and the otfier was a_purchafe.of 
the place, as it is called in the book of Chronicles 5 
that large {pace of ground on which afterwards the 
temple, and all the courts adjoining to it,’ were 
built, and which was now 4raungh’s farm, and on 
which were his dwelling houfe, and other build- 
ings; and for all this David gave him 600 fhekels 
of gold, which made 300 ounces * ; and reckon- 
ing gold as twelve times the value of filver, ac- 
cording to Brerewcead ', it amounted to 450 pounds 
of our money ; and learned men have not been 
able to give a better folution of this difficulty ; and 
with this Montanus™ agrees. Bochart and Noldius 
have taken another way, but not fo clear and fa- 
tisfactory ; the Sepruagint of 1 Chron, xxii 25. has 
50 fhekels, as here. ; 

y. 25. And David built there an altar unto thé 
Lord, &c.] After he had made the purchafe: aud 
offered burnt- offerings and peace-offérings ; the one to 
expiate the fin or fins committed, the other to give 
thanks for the intimation given, that the plague 
would be ftayed upon this: jo the Lord was in- 
treated for the land; was pacified, and, prevailed 
upon to remove the peftilence from it; which was 
fignified by fire defcending upon the altar of burnt- 
offering, ‘which fhewed the facrifice was accepted, 
and by the angel being ordered to put his fword 
into its fheath, 1 Coron. xxi, 26, 27. and the Zar- 
gum is, “ and the Lord received the prayer of the. 
inhabitants of the land :” and the plague was flayed 
from Ifrael ; no more died of the peftilence, either 
at Ferufalem, or in any other part of the land of 
Trach, | é 


fol. 116. 2. * Vid. Gronov. de espns vet. 1. 3.¢. 7, 
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The Firft Book of the KINGS, commonly 
called the ‘Third Book of the KIN GS. _ 


x é 7 
ny ee om 

tateuch is clear, fince he refers to it a3 written by 
Mofes, and as the rule of religion and worthip im . 
his times, Ezra iii. 2,3, 4. and viv #8. and it is) 
certain thefe writings were in being in the times: 
of Fofiah, Amaziah, Foofo, yea of David, and even) 
of ‘Fofhua, 2 Chron, xxxiv. 14. and xxv. 4. andy 
xxiii. 18. 1 Kings ii. 3. Fob. viii. 34. andeas for . 
the book of Yo/oua, that alfo was written long ke-. 
fore Ezra’s time ; it muft be written long before ther 
times of David, before the Febufites were expelled: 
from Ferufalem, firce the writer of it days, that . 
Lthey dwelt there in his days, ch. xv. 63. the Books . 
of Fudges mutt be written before the tumes of Sa=. 
muel and David, fince the former refers:to the an= 
nals of it, 1 Sam. xii. 9; 10, and the latter alludes. 
to fome paflages in it, Pf Ixviii. 7, 8ifee Fudg. va 
4,5. and a fpeech of Joad’s, 2 Sam, xi. 21, thews it to 
be an hiftory then extant: to which may be add= 
ed, that in it Ferafalem is callen Jebus, cht xix» 10, 
11. which it never was,’ after it was taken *by. 
David, out of the hands of the Febuftes, 2 Same 
v. 6. the book’ of Ruth, very probably was writ- 
ten by Samuel; had it been of a later’ date, or 
written by Ezra, the genealogy with whieh at con- 
Baafba, Elah, Zimri, Omri, Ahab, Abaziah, Febu,\cludes, would doubtlefs have been, carried’ farther 
Fehoakaz, Feboafh, Feroboam the fon of Foa/h, Za-\than to David: the book of Samuel, and»particu- 
chariab, Shallum, Menahem, Pekabiah, Pekah andjlarly the fong of Hannab in it, were written incall 
Hofbea ; fo that thefe books may, with great pro-|probability before the penning of the 113” pfalm, 
priety, be called the books or hiftories of the kings}in which fome expreffions feem ‘to be taken from 
in the two kingdoms of Fudab and J/rael: wholit; wherefore, tho’ the two books of Kings) may 
they were written by, is not eafy to fay ;, fome think] by allowed to be written or compiled by Zzra, the 
they were written by piece-meal by the prophets that]}10 preceding ones cannot be affigned! co him): 
lived in the feveral reigns fucceflively, as Nathan,| however, there is no room to doubr of the divine 
Abijab the Shilonite, Iddo, Ifaiah and feremiab, and|authority of thefe two books, when the honour 
afterwards put together by an infpired writer. The|our Lord has done them.-is obferved; *by 1 
Jews commonly fay *, that Zeremiah wrote the book| or referring to feveral-hiftories in’ them ; as tt 
of the kings, by which they mean this, and the fol-| account of the queen of Sheba coming to hear the 
lowing book ; though very probably they were|wifdom of Solomon, of the famine in the times of 
written by Ezra, fince the hiftory in them is car-| Eiijab , and of that prophet being fent to the 
ried down to the liberty granted to Feboiachin in|dow of Sarepta, and of the cleanfing of Naan 
Babylon, but that Ezra was the writer of all the pre-|the Syrian in the times of Eli/bab, Matt. 
ceding hiftorical books, and even of the Pentateuch,| Luke iv. 25—28. from 1 Kings xvii. 
cannot be admitted, which is the conceit of Spinofa>;|2 Kings v. 1o—14. to which may be < 
part of whofe tract is juft now republifhed by fome 
body, word for word, under a title as in the mar- 


gin*; but that Ezra was not the writer of the Pen- 
| 5 


* 'T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 15. 1. 
de Primis 12, Vet. Teft, lib, &c. Londini 1763, 


HIS, and the following book, 
properly are but one book, divid- 
ed into two parts, and went with 
» the Jews under the common name 
» of Kings. This, in the Syriac ver- 
fion, is called the book of Kings; 
and in the Arabic verfion, the book 
the fon of David the prophet, becaufe it 
begins with his reign upon the death of his father ; 
and in the Vulgate. Latin verfion, the third book 9 
Kings, the two preceding books of Samuel being 
fometimes called the firft and fecond books of Kings, 
they containing the reigns of Sau/ and David, 
and in the Septuagint verfion, both this and the 
following book are called Kingdoms, becaufe they 
treat of the kingdom of J/rae/ and Fudah, after the 
divifion in the times of Reboboam, fon of Solomon, 
and of the feveral kings of them; as of Solomon 
before the divifion, fo afterwards of the kings of 
Judah; Reboboam, Abijam, Afa, Fehofbaphat, Febo- 
ram, Abaziah, Fehoafh, Amaziah, Uzziah or Aza- 
riah, fotham, Abaz, Hezekiah, Manaffeb, Amon, jo- 
fiah, Febcahaz, Feboiakim, Feboiachin and Zede- 
kiah, and of the kings of D/rael, Feroboam, Nadab, 


quotations and references made by the a 
paffages in them, as by the apoftle Paw! in‘Rom, 
Xi. 2, 3,4. from 1 Kings xix. 14, 18, where this 


* Trattat, Theolog. Politic, ¢. 8, & 9. p-150, &c. 
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book is exprefsly called the Scripture ; and by the|the ftate of the church of God in thofe times, and 
apoftle ‘Fames, ch. v. 17, 18. who manifeftly refers}his providential care of it amid{t all the changes 
to 1 Kings xvii. and there are various things in this}and viciffitudes in the ftate ; and above all, to 
part of icripture, which are confirmed by the tefti-|tranfmit to us’ the true genealogy of the Meffiah, 
monies of heathen writers, as will be obferved in|which ferves to confirm the Evangelift Matthew's 


the expofition of it. The ufe of thefe books is tol|account of it. 
carry on the hiftory of the Yews/S nation, to fhew 


Gal Ay Pye Ty 


Oe chapter gives an account of the infir- 
mities of David in his old age, and the me- 
thod ufed to relieve him under them, ¥. 1—4. of 
the preparation his fon Adonijab made to ufurp the 
throne, ¥. 5—10. of Bath/beba’s addrefs to the 
king upon it, in favour of her fon Solomon, on 
which fhe was put by Nathan the prophet, and fe 
conded in it by him, ¥. rr—27. when the king 
with an oath confirmed the fucceffion of Solomon 
in the kingdom, and ordered Nathan the prophet, 
and Zadok the prieft, to anoint him; which was 
accordingly done with great ceremony, to the fa- 
tisfaction of the king and his fervants, y: 28—40. 
the news of which being brought to Adonijab and 
his friends, ftruck them with terror, and on which 
they difperfed, ¥. 41—50. and upon the promife 
of Adonijah, that h€ would behave well to Solomon, 
he was pardoned and difmiffed, having fled and 
lain hold on the horns of the altar, y. 51—53. 


it of her being made miftrefs of his-treafuires, acs 
cording: to the fenfe of the word in J/ xxii. 19; 
that fhe might have the command of his purfe; ° 
and provide any thing proper for him, without 
being taken notice of or obftructed ; but the Tar- 
gum is better, ‘* and let her be near him,” lie 
clofe unto him, and even in his bofoim, as in the 
next Claufe: and let ber lie in bis bofom; which 
fhows, that it was propofed, that he fhould marry 
her; at leaft that fhe fhould become his concubine- 
wife, fince this phrafe.is defcriptive of a wife, Mic« 
vii. 6. nor can it be thought his phyficians would 
advife, or he agree to have a young woman ad- 
mitted to his: bed without marriage ; arid. if this 
had not been the cafe, it would not have anfwer- 
ed the defign of Adonijah in requefting her in mar- 
riage after his father’s death, which was to make 
way to afcend the throne when opportunity fhould 
offer ; not would his requeft have been fo much 
refented by Solomon as it was, ch. ii. 17—24. that 
my lord the king may get beat ; and fomewhat fimi- 
lar to thisy Galen, that great phyfician, prefcribed in 
like cafes *. 

¥. 3: So they fought for a fair damfel throughout 
all the coafis of Ifrael, &c.] Not only a damfel, 
but a “beautiful one, that fhe might be the more 
acceptable to the king; who otherwife, if deform- 
ed and ugly, would not have endured her in his 
fight, or received at her hands, and much Jefs fuf- 
fered her'to lie in his bofom: and found Abifhag a 
Shunamite , a native of the city Shunem, a. city in - 
the tribe of [fachar, Jo/b. xix. 18. and brought ber 
to the king, for his approbation of her, and. to 
make her his concubine-wife, as he did. 

¥. 4. And the damfel was very fair, &é.) And 
fo very agreeable to the king to be in, his prefence, 
and wait upon him, and take things of her hand, 
as well as lie with him: and cherifbed the Ring ; 
enlivened’ his fpirits by her amiable countenance, 
her graceful behaviour, and tender care of him, 
and efpecially by bedding with him: aad miniftred 
to him 5 ferving him with her own hands whatever 
he took for his fuftenance: but the king knew ber 
not ; as aman knows his wife; which fhows that 
fhe was his wife, and that it would not have been 
criminal in him had*he known her ;, bur this-is ob- 
ferved, not to point at the chaftity of David, but 
his feeblenefs, and lofs of defire after women, and 
that the damfel remained a virgin; and that was 
the ground of Adonijab’s requeft, and his hope of 
fucceeding. rer gage 

¥. 5, Then Adonijab the fon of Haggith exalted 
bimfelf, &c.] This was his mother’s name, 2 Sams 
iii, 4. his father David being old and infirm, and 
not like to live long, nor able to oppofe him; 
and he being the eldeft fon, and a comely perfon, 
was infpired with ambition to fet up for king: 
faying, I will be king ; though he knew that So/o- 
mon was appointed of God, and promifed by David, 


an 


v.11. Now king David was old, and firicken in 
years, &c.] Was 70 years of age; for he was 
30 years of age when he began to reign, and he 
reigned 40 years, 2 Sam. v. 4. this was juft the 
age of man, Pf. xc. 10. and they covered him with 
clothes ; not wearingtapparel, but bed-clothes; he 
feems to have been bed-ridden and paralytic: bus 
be got no beat ; by them; having no natural heat 
in him, clothes could not communicate any to 
him, only keep the cold from him, fee Hag. i. 6. 
there are many perfons at the age he was, that are 
lively, healthful and robuft, comparatively {peak- 
ing at leaft; but Davia’s ftrength was impaired, 
and his natural force abated by his many wars, 
fatigues by night and day in campaigns, and the 
many forrows and afflictions he met with from 
his family and his friends, as well as enemies ; which 
exhaufted his radical moifture, weakened his nerves, 
and drank up his fpirits, and brought upon him the 
infirmities of a decrepit old age very foon. 

¥. 2. Wherefore his fervanis foid unto him, &c.] 
His phyficians ; fo Fofeph’s* phyficians are called 
his fervants, Gen. 1. 2. let there be fought for my 
lord the king a young virgin; not only a young 
woman, but a virgin, that has more natural heat 
than women that have bore children have, - which 
is abated thereby : and let ber fiand before the king ; 
_ minifter to him, ferve him with whatfoever he 
fhould want to eat or drink ; and: fo" by being in 
his prefence, and taking things at her hand, fhe 
might be the more ingratiated into his affections : 
and let her cherifh bim, asthe hufband’the wife, fo 
fhe her hufband, as doubtlefs David was ; and that by 
giving him cordials to cheer his fpirits, and every 
thing that was convenient for him, and particu- 
jarly by: lying with him. Kimchi interprets the 
--word) of her being profitable to him, in which 
fenfe the word is ufed, Fob xxii. 2. and xxxv. 3. 
that is, by:warming him ; Ben Gerfom underftands 


~ 4 Vid, Poli: Synopfin-im toc, 
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and expected by the p sple was 
refolved to. fet up himfelf for king, “and try if he 
‘could not’get himfelf torth 3 on this he was 


bent and seuphar t a : 
and horfemen, and fifty men to run 
as ie had done, when/he had the fame thing 
in view, to make him refpeétable among the peo- 
le, fee 2 Sam. xv. Te § . 

¥. 6. And bis father bad not difpleafed him at any 
time, &c.) Always humoured him in every thing, 
let him have his own way and will, and granted 


him what he defired, and never correéted him for. 


his faults, or made him afhamed, as the Targum, 
by telling him of them, and chaftifing him for 
them; this was not to the credit of David, being 
guilty of the fame fin with £/%,; and on this /do- 
nijab prefumed much, that he would not contradict 
and countermand in this as he had not in other 


things before: ia faying, Why baft thou done fo? 


never fo much as afked a reafon of his conduét, fo 
far was he from reproving him for it: and be alfo 
was a very goodly man; of a comely countenance, 
tall and well proportioned, as his brother Ab/alom, 
and which was another thing on which he built his 
hopes of fucceeding in his enterprize; for in thofe 
times, as in after-times, and other nations, a comely 
afpect and perfonable appearance recommended a 
man to the choice of the people for a fupreme ma- 
giltrate, fee the note on 1 Sam. ix. 2. and his mo- 
ther dare him after Abfclom;, not that the fame 
woman bore him as did db/alom; for Abfalom’s 
mother was Maachab, this man’s Haggith; but the 
bore him after 42/alom’s mother had bore him, fo 
that he was next fon; and now Amuon,, Chilead. or 
Daniel, and Abfalom being all dead, he was the el- 
deft fon living, and upon this he founded his claim 
to the throne, and his hope of fucceeding. 

y. 7. And be conferred with Foab the fon of Ze- 
ruiah, and with Abiathar the prieft, &c.|, About 


getting the kingdom into his hands; and they were. 


very proper perions to confult with, who, if gained 
to his intereft, might be of great fervice, the one 
being the general of the army, and fo had a great 
intereft in the foldiery, with whom he could make 
way for him, and defend him, and the other was 
the high-prieft, who might be thought to have a 
great fhare in the affections of the people, and 
whofe office it was to anoint the king; and he 
might the rather apply to them, knowing them to 


be, on fome accounts, difcontented perfons: and 


they following Adonijah, helped him; they took on 
his fide; Foch knowing David’s hatred of him.on 
account of his murder of Abner and Ama/fa, and 
efpecially for his flaying his fon 4d/alom, and his in- 
folent behaviour towards him, and perhaps he might 
fear, or had an hint of what he had charged Solo- 
mon with concerning him ; and Abiathar, who faw 
plainly that the priefthood in Zi’s family was de- 
clining, and that Zadok was the favourite: prieft 
with David, and in all probability would be with 
Solomon; all which might influence thefe two perfons 
to join Adonijah, and who, by fo doing, greatly 
encouraged him, and many others to flock to him, 
which much helped and ferved his cauf.. 

¥. 8. But Zadok the pric, &c.] Who bid fair 
to be the high-prieft on Solomon's coming: to the 
throne, as he was: and Benaiah the fon of Feboiada ; 
Who was near David's perfon, and over his. body- 
guards, the Cherethites and Pelethites: and Nathan 
the prophet ; a very great intimate of David’s,. and 
his feer, whom he confulted on all occafions: an 
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prepared him chariots 
before bim, jutt 


y¥. 8—10. 


doth reign’ has ufurped the threne, 
claimed, king by a party, who, at; leaftshay 


and no body, about him. to inform i 


give.thee, counfel, 82c)}, Howto | 
affair, which fhe being ,aj.wor 
furprized and confounded ,at 
be at a lofi, what to dos-wh 
and|a wife man,.and a fa n 
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the foa of Geriay ; : 
raid of entering into the confpiracy, he fhould 
igmay be tat Sim again; though fome think . 


|this may be that Shimei, one of Solomon’ 


ficers, as after conftituted, ch. iv. 18, ame 
whom the fame writer takes to be 7: 


chite, David's friend: aud the mighty mem wh 
belonged to David; that were about his perfor 
his guards, the Cherezbites and Pelethites + avere 
with Adonijab; they did not join him, andi 
were not invited by him. _ sn 
- ¥. 9. And Adonijah flew fheep and enen andfat. 
cattle, &cc.] To make a feaft, of for thofe tha 
were of his party, which was numerous) and fome >” 
of them perfons of the firft rank, and therefore a 
large and elegant entertainment was. provided for. 
them : dy the flone of Zobeleth, which isiby En-rogel 5 


or the fullers fountain, as the Tazeum, wherethe —~ 


fullers wafbed their clothes, ufing their feet in doing. 
it, from whence it had its name; and whieh they 
laid upon this {tone for the water to drain out of: 
them, Zobeleth fignifying a flow motion of waters, 
or on which they beat them to getout the: fpots 5: 
the Targum calls it the ftone of a watch-towery on, 
which they could ftand and look to a greatdiftances, 
or as Farchi and Ben Gerfom tuggeft, it wasa large, 
fmooth ftone, which young men _ uied to: =; 
and caft to and fro to try and exercife their ftrength;, 
it was, as o/epbus° fays, in or ‘near the king's) 
gardens : and called all his brethren the king's fons; 
which David by his wives and concubines had in 
Hebron and Ferufalem; who, were all younger than 
he, and fo had not the-pretenfion he had, and who- 
might be difpleafed, at. the appointmentf, 2 
as well as he; fee 1 Chron.siii. 4. pon i th en 
of Fudab the king's fervants; excepting hole in, 
ee 2 Fs 
y..10. But Nathan, the prophet, and Benaiabjand 
the mighty men, and Solomon bis brother he called not) 
did not invite them to this feaft; not\WMarham, who 
he might know had prophefied of Solomon’sfuccet- 
fion.in the throne,.and therefore it could not be 
thought he would be, drawn over cache nor Be- » 
naiab and the mighty men, Davia’st bo 


over whom this officer, was; and ftillhlefs Solomon, 
his competitor and rival. », ivin veep: 


¥. 11. Wherefore Nathan fpake vec: 
mether of Solomon, &c.]. Who \not jonlytihad an. 
intereft in the king, being. his: wife, jahd-an eafy 
accefs to. him, but hada fpecial, concern=in) this 
affair, as it affected her fon, to whomethe duece . 
fion of the. kingdom was ,defigned and ‘promifed : 
Haft thou.not beard that Adonijab the fom-ofeblaggith 


his health as fuch; has taken the titles and i 
to, exercife the power of aking» thi 
might not have heard. of,. and .which» he 

in this manner to quicken heg-to, maken 
diate application to the'king :.and, Dewi 
knoweth it not; being fo infirm, and it 
was. done without his, knowledge, and 
being with, his confent.and.approbation, 

’ ¥.42, Now therefore comes et mes Toph 
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the beft advice he could, and defires her attention 
to it: that, fays he, thou mayeft fave thine own life, 
and the life of thy fon Solomon ; which would be the 
ufurper’s firft care to take away, that he might 
have no rival, and none to difturb him in his go- 
vernment ; which ftep has been often taken by ufur- 
pers to fecure themfelves, fee Fudg. ix. 5. © 

¥. 13. Goand get thee in'unto King David, 8c.] 
That is, go into the chamber where the king lay, 


at once, without any ceremony : and fay unto bim, 
Didft not thou, my lord, O king, fwear unto thine 


4 x: rk eRe: q v. bd “lt > ; 
i OR ears é, *9 
reign after me, and. be frail fit upon my throne; be 
his fucceffor in it, and eftablifhed on it... 
(y. 18. And dow behold Adonijah reigneth; 8cc.} 
Has fet up himfelf as king, eur is by jome faluted 
as fuch ; but left fhe fhould be thought by David 
that the fuggefted by this, that he was guilty of 
the breach of his oath, or on any account. to be 
blamed, fhe adds: and nowy my lord, O king, thou 
knoweft it not ; which as it acquitted him from all 
blame, fo it made the fin of Adonijah the more 
hainous, that he fhould doi this without confulting 
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handmaid, faying, Affuredly Solomon thy fon fball\his father about it ; and was not only a neglect of 


reign after me, and be fhall fit upon my throne; tho’ 
no mention is elfewhere made of fuch an oath, 
there undoubtedly was one, of which Nathan had 
knowledge, either from David or Bath/beba, or 
from them both, or might be prefent himfelf at 


him as a father, and an act of diftefpeét and dif- 
obedience to him as fuch, but even of high-trea- 
fon, to affume the throne in ‘his father’s life-time, 
without his confent. 

¥.19. And he hath flain oxen, and fat cattle, and 


the making of it; for not only Bath/heba affirms Joeep in abundance, 8¢.] Has made a grand enter- 


it, ¥. 17. but David owns it and confirms it, y: 
30. why then doth Adoniah reign? furely it cannot 
be with the king’s knowledge and confent, fo ma- 
hifeftly contrary to his promife and oath. 

y. 14. Bebold, while thou yet. talkeft there with 
the king, &c.| Before, or by the time fhe could 
deliver the above words to him, or fuch as fhe 
fhould think fit to ufe, to awaken the king to a 
concern for the intereft of her and her fon: J will 
allo come in after thee; directly into the king’s 
chamber : and confirm thy words; as he could very 
well do, if he was’prefent as a witnefs of the oath 
he had made to her, as well as he could confirm 
the truth of Adonijab’s ufurpation; nay, could 
plead the will and promifes of God he had formerly 
notified to him: or, fi] up thy words‘, make up 
what might be wanting in her addrefs to him, in 
her account of things, or in the arguments ufed 
by her; he means, that he would fecond her in 
her motion in favour of Solomon, and prefs the king 
to take fome fteps for the fecurity of the fucceffion 
to him. Nathan knew it was the will of God 
that Solomon fhould fucceed in the kingdom, he 
had promifed it by him, fee 2 Sam. vii.12. 1 Chron. 
xxi. 8, 9. yet as a wife and good man, he thought 
it right to make ufe of all proper means to attain 
the end. 

¥. 15. And Bathfheba went in unto the king into 
the chamber, 8cc.| Where he lay, being bed-rid ; 
fhe took Nathan’s advice, and directly went to the 
king’s apartment: and the king was very old; and 
decrepit, borne down with the infirmities of old 
age, though but 7o years of age: and Abifbag the 
Shunamite minifired unto the king; fhe was then 
waiting upon the king, and ferving him with what 
was neceffary and proper for him; and perhaps 
there was no othetin the chamber at that time. 

¥. 16. And Bathfheba bowed, and did obeifance to 
the king, 8cc.] Not only as being her hufband, 
but her fovereign ; and this behaviour might inti- 
mate, that fhe had fomething to fay to him, and 
more than to enquire of his health: and the king 
faid, what wouldft thou ? what haft thou to fay to 
me? or to afk of me? what is thy will and plea- 
fure, or thine errand to me ? 

y. 17. And foe faid unto him, my lord, thou fwareft 
by the Lord thy God unto thine handmaid, &c.) 
Which was a very folemn oath and binding, and 
which fhe puts David in mind of, knowing that 


tainment, and is feafting and rejoicing ; which was 
another inftance of irreverence and difrefpect to his 
aged father, labouring under the infirmities of old 
age, and on his dying bed, and he caroufing, and 
fhewing all the tokens of pleafure in the view of 
his death, and wifhing for it: and hath called: all 
the fons of the king ; invited them to his entertain- 
ment, in order to gain them to his intereft: and 
Abiathar the priefi, and Foab the captain of the hoft ; 
two perfons, though of eminent rank, fhe knew 
David had no refpect for, and therefore it would 
not be pleafing to him to hear that they were in- 
vited, had this affair been more acceptable than it 
was ; for Bath/beba, confidering the fhortnefs of the 
time fhe had to think, and the flurry fhe muft be 
in, very artfully threw together the moft material 
things that might work upon the mind of David 
in her favour: dui Solomon thy fervant hath he not 
called ; which made it a plain cafe, that it was not 
a feaft of a peace-offering, nor a common friendly 
entertainment, but a feaft made on account of his 
acceffion to the throne; and that he looked upon 
Solomon as his rival, and bore an ill will to him on 
that account, and had a defign upon him.) 

y¥. 20. And thou, my lord, O king, &c.] As 
for thee, or what concerns thee, or is incumbent 
on thee, will appear from the expectations of the 
people: the eyes of all I/rael are upon thee, that 
thou foouldft tell them who fhall fit on the throne 
of my lord the king after him this the faid, to dif- 
fipate any fears that might poffefs his mind on 
hearing what Adonijab had done, that the people 
in general had affented to it; and encouraged him 
to it ;. whereas the body of the people were waiting 
to hear what was the will and determination ot 
David; for they not only confidered him as hav- 
ing a power to name a fucceflor, as was afterwards © 
done by Reboboam, but as one that had the mind 
of God revealed to him, who fhould be his’ fuc- 
ceffor,.to which they fhould pay a regard. 

y. 21. Otherwife it fhall come to pafs, when my 
lord the king foall fleep with bis fathers, &c.] That 
is, fhall die, and be buried in the fepulchre of his 
anceftors, where he fhall lie till he awakes in the 
morning of the refurrection: that I and my fon 
Solomon hall be counted offenders; or finners®; not 
as if fhe would be reckoned an adulterefs, and her 
fon as illegitimate, as fome think, and fo be brand- 
ed and treated as fuch; but as being traitors, makr 


fo con{ciéntious a man as he was, would religioufly | ing pretenfions to the throne, fhe on the behalf 
obferve it: faying, affuredly Solomon thy fon foall| ot her fon, and he for himfelf, when he had no 
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he would, perhaps was at the _chamber-door 
the while B 


king’s feer and counfellor, and a prophet, who 
had admittance to the king at any time. * 


y. 23. And they told the king, 8c.) Some that at- 


tended at the door, or were in the chamber : debold 
Nathan the prophet ; or he is in the room, which 
the king through his infirmities might not be fen- 
fible of : and when be was come in before the king 5 
nearer to him, and as to be properly in his pre- 
fence: be bowed him/felf before the king with his face 
to the ground; thewing him the fame reverence 
though in bed, as if on histhrone. 4 9 — 
y.24. And Nathan faid, my lord, O king, &c.] 
He addrefles him as with great veneration and re- 
fpeét due to his office, fo.as if he knew nothing of 
Bathfbeba’s application to him ; and therefore be- 
gins and tells his ftory, as if. the king had never 
heard any thing relative to it: baft thou faid, Ado- 
nijah foall reign after me, and he fhall fit upon my 
throne ? furely it can never be, becaufe of the 
notice which he himfelf had given him from the 
Lord, that one to be born fhould fucceed him, 


a meflage v 
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oy cluding her fpeech to him: | fhould fuccee id 
sa Juft as fhe was con S be | been countermanded, it feemed ftrange that he 
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him ; and therefore if ‘that. na 
jould not have acquainted him with it : or to ¢hy 
fervants, as the Arabic verfion ; for the word has a 
plural termination, Gover pointed as fingular ; 
and fo it may mean 


throne of my lord the king after him? if he had al- 
tered his mind, or had had any direction from the 
Lord to make any change, he wondered at it that 
he fhould neither acquaint him, nor any of his 
trufty friends with it. 
y. 28. Then king David anfwered and faid, &c.} 
Obferving that Nathan confirmed the account that 
Bathbeba had given, and that it muft be a matter 


of fact that Adonijah had ufurped the throne, gave 


orders to thofe about him, faying, call me Bath- 


foeba ; who either went out of the room when Na 


than entered it, or however removed to fome diftant 
part of it, out of the fight of David: and fhe 
came into the king’s prefence, and ftood before the 
king ,; came to the fide, or foot of his bed, hearken- 
ing to what he had to fay to her. 


¥. 29. And the king fwore, &c.] To his former 


oath, he added another for greater confirmation ; 
as the Lord liveth; which was thé proper form of 


plainly pointing to Solomon; and alfo becaufe of {an oath, which ought to be taken by the living 


the oath which he had fworn, to which Nathan 
was privy, that Solomon fhould reign after him ; 
and yet if he had not given fuch orders, : it was ex- 
ceeding ftrange, that Adonijab, fhould prefume to 
do what he. had done. 

- 25. For he is gone down this day, &c.] From 
Ferufalem, which lay: high, to the ftone of Zobe- 
/eth, in En-rogel, which lay in the valley, y. 9. 


God; and as what would lay him under the greater 
obligation to obferveit, he adds, that hath redeemed 
my foul out of all diftrefs’; faved his life when in the 
mo{t imminent danger; delivered -him out of the 
hand of Gofath, and from the Pdik/fines and other 


enemies, in his wars with them ; and from Saud 
and his perfecuting rage and fury, and from the © 


rebellion of his fon .4é/alom, and the infurrection 


and hath flain oxen, and fat cattle, and foeep in\of Shimei. 


ot only himfelf, but the reft 
of David’s faithful fervants that were about him 
at court, as Kimchi obferves : who fhould fit on the 


 ) 


abundance ; not by way ‘of: facrifice, but for a] _¥.30. Even as I fware unto thee by the Lord God 
feaft, on account of his ‘coming to. the:king-|2/ J/rael, &c.] And fo owns and confirms the truth 
dom: and hath called all the king’s fonsy invited|of what Nathan had fuggefted to Bathfheba, and 
them to the entertainment: and the captains of the fhe had afferted, ¥..13, 17. faying, affuredly Solomon 
bot; or army ; not only oad, it feems,. the ge- thy Jon foall reign after me, and be foall fit.upon my 
neral of it, but the captains of thoufands and throne in my fiead; this was the fubftance of the 
hundreds under him, beingsdefirous of engaging oath: even fo will I certainly do this day; perform 
the militia in his favour, and which was not.anim-|this oath, and fet So/omon on the throne. 

politic ftep: aud Abiathar the prief-; to -confult| ¥-.31. Then Bathfbeba bowed with ber face to the 
with by Urim and Thummim, and -to anoint him,|¢4rth, and did revereuce, to the king, &cc.] Thereby ex- 
and ufe his intereft with the poptlace -for him,|prefling her veneration of him, and thankfulnefs 
who might be fuppofed a man of influence, being|to him for his favour to her and her fon, in fulfl- 
the high-prieft of the nation : and behold, they ear|ling his promife and oath: and faid, let my lord king 
and drink before him; they were now at it at this David live.for ever ;. which though a common form 
time ; they were not only invited, but they accept- of falutation of kings, not a in Lfrae!, but in, other, 
ed the invitation, andcame:; which is more than|nations, is, not to. be confidered as a mere compli- 
what. was before related: and fay, God fave king|ment, but as expreffing the real defires and affection 
Adonijah, they proclaimed and faluted him as ‘king, |of her-heart, to the king ; fignifying hereby that her 
and drank. his health, and wifhed him all profpe-|folicitations, on the behalf of her fon .did\not arife. 
rity; and fo the Targum, ‘* may king \Adonijab|from -any defire of, the king’s death ;’ fhe heartily 
profper |” ; withed him health to. live long ang eafy ; and all hes 
0262 But me, even me thy fervant, &c.] Mean-|requeft was, that So/omon her fon might facet 
ing himfelf, Nathan the prophet, who was Davia’s|him, whenever it pleafed.God to temove him 3 r rr 


fervant, his feer, and counfellor : and. Zadok the\feeing he. was now. a dying man as it were, her | 


prict 5 for whom. David had a creat refpect : and|prayer was that his foul might live for ever in hap= 
Benajah the fon of  Feboiada ; who was captain of |pinefs in the world to.come ; fo Kimchi inte prets 
his body-guards ; -here Nathan obferves mote than! ¥. 32.And king David faid, call Bois oii 77 
Bathfheba had, and fupplies what fhe had omitted, |prief, 8¢c.1| Not Abiather the high-prieft, - or 

and fo filled up: her words, .as in ¥. 14.) and thy had joined Adonijah ; and befides adok was 
Hey a4 Solomon hath be not called; which fhewed \vid’s favourite-prieft, and:for him the high-prie = 

iis ill intention. 
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&c.] With his knowledge and confent, and by probably went out of the room “when B ba 
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my hood was defigned, as it was in alittle timetranfla- 
¥..27. Is this thing done by my lord the king, jted to him: and. Nathan the prophet; who oy . 
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was called in: and Benaiab hg of Febviada ; \fatisfaction in it: the Lord God of my lord the hing 
“Sthe captain of his guards : and they came before the Jay fo too, let it appear by the profperity and fuc~: 
king 5 who it is very likely fat up in his bed, and jcefs that fhall by divine providence attend the new _ 
they ftood around him. ’ é _ {king, that this is according to the willof God. 
¥.33. And the king faid unto them, take ye the| . ¥. 37. As the Lord bath been with the lord my 
Servants of your Lord, &c.] Meaning his own fer-|Ring, even fo be be with Solomon ;} To guide and 
vants, his life-guards, the Cherethates and. Pele-|direét him, proteét and defend him; fueceed and 
thites, as appears from y. 38. the ‘fews* from|profper him ; the Targum is, * as the Word of the 
hence gather, that a king is fuperior to an high | Lord has been for the help ‘of my lord the king, 
prieft, fince David calls himfelf the lord of Za-|fo let him be for the help of Solomon :” and make 
dok the prieft, and Nathan the prophet : aud caufe\his throne greater than tke throne of my lord king 
Solomon to ride upon mine own mule ; for it feems on} David ; which he knew would not difpleafe David, 
fuch a creature David ufed to ride, as did his fons ;}who not only had an affectionate regard for Solo- 
horfes not being fo common in Fudea as they were|mon his fon, but wifhed heartily the profperity of 
afterwards. Some of the ews ° fay it was notjthe kingdom of J/rae/; and the with on all accounts 
lawful to ride upon a mule, and that this cafe of|was grateful to him, though to an envious and am- 
David is to be excepted; for they pretend that this}bitious prince it might have been difagreeable. 
was a peculiar mule; and if the inftance of his} y. 38. So Zadok the prieft, and Nathan the pro- 
fon is urged, they reply, an argument from what|phet, and Benaiah the fon of Feboiada, &c.| The 
kings and their fons ufed to do is of no force. Now|three men that David fent for on this occafion : 
this was one way of teftifying that it was his will|and the Cherethites and the Pelethites ; not the fan- 
that Solomon fhould reign in his ftead; forno pri-|edrim, as Ben Gerfom, but Davia’s guards, over 
vate perfon might ride upon the beaft the king was}whom Benaiab was : thefe went down from Feru- 
wont to ride on; this is now one of the fewi/h\/alem, and caufed Solomon to ride upon king David's 
canons*, “* no one may ride on the king’s horfe,|mule; as he had ordered : and brought him to Gi- 
nor fit on his throne, nor ufe his fcepter:” andjhon; or Siloab, as the Targum; hence the Fews 
bring bim down to Gibon ,; a fountain near Fern/a-\fay °, they don’t anoint a king, but at a foun- 
lem, on the weft-fide of it, which flowed from|tain ; but this is the only inftance of it, 
mount Gibon, 2 Chron. xxxii. 30. and xxxiiil. 14.) ¥.39. And Zadok the prieft took an horn of cil 
the fame with Si/oab according to the Targum, ofout of the tabernacle, &c.] Not out of the taber- 
which mention is made, Yobn ix. 7. The reafonjnacle of Mo/es, for that was at Gibeon; fee 1 Chron. 
for this order is not eafily given ; whether it wasixxi. 28. and if the oil had been there, it would 
to denote the peaceablenefs and gentlenefs of Solo-jhave been too far to have fetched it, fince hafte 
mons government, the waters of Shiloab moving}was now required; but this was taken out of the 
foftly, J/z. viii. 6. or the fpread, conftancy, firm-jtabernacle David had built for the ark, 2 Sam. vi. 
nefs, and perpetuity of it, as the Fews fay’, fincej17. where the ark was, and before which the pot 
the water of a fountain is ever running ; or becauletof oil was; fo Farchi ,; but Kimchi indeed fays, 
there might be a concourfe of people there, and fojthat though it was at this time at Gideon, Zadok 
‘he would be anointed and proclaimed king in ajwent thither, or fent thither to fetch it, and tho? 
public manner, and be attended. to the city with jit is faid, the pot of oil was fet before the ark, this 
great pomp and folemnity. was when the ark was in the tabernacle; but when 
¥. 34. And let Zadok the pric, and Nathan the\they took it out from thence at the war with the 
prophet, anoint bim there king over Irael, &c.) F or |\Philiflines, that and the pot of manna were left in 
it might be done by either of them, as the unétions|the tabernacle, and they took nothing but the ark ; 
of Saul and David thew : and blow ye the trumpet,\but if they brought the ‘pot afterwards, and put it 
and fay, God fave king Solomon, the blowing ofjbefore the ark in Yerufalem, then it may be under- 
the trampet was to make it public ;, the proclama-iftood of the tabernacle David pitched for it ; but 
tion of him as king was to be made by the found|that he difapproves of. Here Zadok is only faid to 
of it, and the acclamation of the people was to,take the, oil, and anoint with it; which he did 
exprefs their concurrence with it, their loyal fea bither as the deputy of the high-prieft, or he was 
tion to the new king, and their hearty wifhes for, made ufe of becaufe the high-prieft-was on the fide. 
his‘health, profperity, and Jong life. ~ tof Adanijah : and anointed Solomon ; whether it was 
¥. 35. Then ye foall come up after him, Bec] Wheh|by pouring it on his head, as Saul was anointed, 
anointed, proclaimed, and’ hyzza’d, then “he was|a Sam. x. 1. or, as the Fews fay‘, by’ putting it 
to mount the mule, and ride before them aS their/round about his head in the form of a crown, and 
king, at the’ head of them’; they following after,/then between his. eye-brows, is not very mate- 
in token of their fubjeCtion to him : that he mayjrial; and they alfo fay®, that- it is not ufual to 
come and fit upon my throne; at Ferufalem, in the! anoint the. fon of a king that has been anointed ; 
king’s palace, and there exercifé his kingly powerjand that the reafon of the anointing of Solomon 
lie would now be invefted“with’: for be fhall bei was, becaufe of the fedition of his brother Adoni- 
king in my ftead ; even during Davia’s life, as wellljab, and to confirm the kingdom to him; this 
as after his deceafe: and I have appointed bin-to be\anointing was an emblem of the gifts, graces, and 
ruler over Ifrael, and over fudab , that is, over all|virtues, neceffary to qualify a king for the difcharge 
the twelve tribes of J/rael, Fudah may be particu-|of his office’: and they blew the trumpet ; and. pro- 
larly mentioned, though included in J/rae/, becaufe} claimed him king : and all the people faid, God fave 
Adonijab had invited the men of Fudahb to his feaft|king Solomon; withed him long life and happinefs, 
and party y. 9. and therefore had they not beenjand gave him a general huzza. . 
named, might think he had no power over them. ¥. 40. And all the people came up after him, 8c. 
¥.36. And Benaich the fon of Feboiada anfwered| Following him from the fountain to the city, with 
the king, &c.] ‘In the name of the reft: and faid,|their loud acclamations : and the people piped with 
Amen ; they all affented to it, and expreffed their] pipes ; which were hollow inftruments, and full of 
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holes 
= Bemidbar Rabba, §. 6. fol. 186. 3. __® Vid, Bartenoram in Mifn. Celaim, c. 8. §. 1. © Mifa. 
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“holes, which they blew with their mouths, and well as of the king: and they are come up from then 
_ played upon with their fingers ; Farchi fays they |rejoicing ; with a multitude of people along wi - 
were flutes, and very probably : and rejoiced with|them : fo that the tity rang again 5 with the blow- — 
great joy; which they exprefled by fuch loud}ing of trumpets, the found of pipings, and the 
fhouts : fo that the earth rent with the found there-|Chouts of the people: this is the noife which ye have 
of; an hyperbolical expreffion, fhewing the great | card ; which had foalarmedthem. 
numbers gathered together on this occafion, and} y. 46. And alfo Solomon fitteth on the throne of 
the fonorous acclamations they made. the kingdom ;| Where he was placed to exercile 
y. 41. And Adonijab and all the guefs that were|his regal power when returned to Ferufalem, as a 
with him, &c.) Or that were called"; that is, in-|farther token and confirmation of his being really 
vited to the entertainment he had made: Aeard it, {and actually king. 2 
as they had made an end of eating; the fhouting of| ¥.47. dnd moreover the king’s fervants came to 
the people, which reached their ears juft as they had |2/e/s our lord the king, &c.| To give him thanks for 
finifhed their meal, and before they had rifen from|the wife and good provifion he had made before 
the table, where they had been a long while ; for{his death for the welfare of thekingdom, by ma- 
when Nathan went in to David, they were then|king Solomon his fon king in his ftead, and to con- 
eating and drinking, ¥. 25. and when he had finifh-|gratulate him upon it; which fhewed that they 
ed his fpeech to David, Bathfbeba was called in,{highly approved of it, and were ready to {wear al- 
and the kingdom promifed to her fon with an oath, legiance to Solomon, and therefore Adonijab had 
three perfons of the firft rank were fent for, and nothing to hope for from them : /aying, God make 
had their orders and inftruétions, for the immediate |the name of Solomon better than thy name ; that is, 
execution, of which they made preparation, andjmay he be more famous, and his name be more 
had Solomon down to Gihon, and there anointed|celebrated in the world than his was, or be more 
him king, and brought him up to Feru/alem again ; |refpectable and valued among his people J/rae/ : 
all which were done before Adonijah and his guefts|and make bis throne greater than thy throne ; fee y. 
rofe from table : and when Foab heard the found of|37. and the king Lowed himfelf upon the bed  figni- 
the trumpet, he faid, wherefore is this noife of the|tying not only his approbation of what was done, 
city, being in an uproar ? the city is inatumult by{but alfo of their prayers and wifhes; as well as he 
the noife that is made, what fhould be the mean-}bowed himfelf to give thanks to God that he had 
ing of it? he fpeaks as one furprized, and in great}lived to fee this work done, as follows. 
concern, being general of the army, whofe care] ¥. 48. Aad alfo thus faid the king, &c.] Being 
fhould be to preferve the peace of the city, and|in a proper pofture for an addrefs to God: dleffet 
prevent mutiny and diforder. ~ be the Lord God of Ifracl, which hath given one to 
y. 42. And while he yet fpake, behold Jonathanjfit on my throne this day, mine eyes feeing it; he 
the fon of Abiathar the prieft came, &c.| Whom|afcribes this whole affair to God, and his kind pro- 
his father had left in the city, to obferve what paf-|vidence, though all things were done according to 
fed there, and give him notice of it : and Adoni-|his own orders; and gives thanks to him, who | 
jab faid unto him, come in, for thou art a valiant\had directed him to take fuch fteps as thefe were, and « 
man, and bringeft good tidings 5 which feems to be|that the bufinefs was finifhed without any obftruc- 
not avery wife {peech, as if there was aconnexion|tion, and to the great joy and fatisfaétion of the 
between being valiant, and bringing good news,|people ; and that there was fuch a profpect of So- 
or that the one had any influence upon the other ;|/omon’s having a happy and peaceable reign, 
though perhaps it means no more than a good man,| ¥.49. And all the guefts that were with Adomijab 
4a man of virtue*, asit may be rendeted ; one that|were afraid, &c.] Though many of them were 
fears fin, as the Targum, and fo would report no-|military men, the, general of the army, and the ~ 
thing but what was true, and therefore might be|captains thereof, ¥. 19, 25. yet they were ftruck 
depended on ; fee 2 Sam. xviii. 27. the fame phrafe|with a panic, their courage failed them, they had 
is rendered a worthy man, y. 42. no fpirit left in them, their hearts became as weak 
y¥.43. And Fonathan anfwered and faid to Adoni-\as water ; had they exerted themselves according 
jab, verily, &c.|] Or, way, but* it 1s not fo as thou]to their character, betaken themfelves to arms, and 
imagineft ; it is not good tidings, but bad tidings|put themfelves at the head of their troops in favour 
to thee I bring : our lord king David bath made So-\of Adonijab, it would have given Solomon and his 
lomon king ; of which he gives the following ac-jfriends a great deal of trouble ; no doubt this pa- 
count in proof of it. . nic was of God: and rofe up, and went every man 
¥.44. And the king hath fent with him, &c.]\bis way; or to his houfe, as the Arabic verfion ; 
To the fountain of Gihon : Zadok the prieff, andjon hearing what Yonathan reported, they imme- 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiab the fon of ‘feboi-\diately role up from table in great hafte, and made 
ada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; over|the beft of their way to their houfes, that it might: 
whom the latter was captain : and they have caufed\not be known: that they had been with doni- 
him to ride upon the king’s mule, by his order and|jah. meres 
direction, . ¥.50. And Adonijah feared becaufe of Solomon, 
¥. 45. And Zadok the prieft, and Nathan the\&c.| Left he fhould feize him as an uferper and 
prophet, have anointed him king in Gibon, &c.] Or'traitor, and put him to death: and arofe, and went, 
at Gibon ; that is, Siloab, according to the Targum ;|and caught bold on the horns of the altar; either 
here the act of anointing is afcribed to them both,|that which was at Gideon, where the tabernacle now 
asin. 34. Zadok very probably applied the oil] was ; fee ch. iii. 4. fo Farchi ; or rather that which was. 
to him, and Nathan might be fome way or other|neareft, the altar that Dovid had built in the threfh- 
affifling in it ; however he was here prefent, not|ing floor of Araunab, 2 Sam, xxiv. 25. the altar — 
only as approving of it, but declaring itas‘a pro-|was a fort of A/ylum, or refuge, for fuck who had. 
phet, thatit was according to the will of God, as!committed any crime worthy of death ; not by di- 
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* vine appoiniment, but by’ cuftom, it being fup-| future, or appear to be one that’ fears fin, as the 
poled that none would prefume to defile with blood | Targum; particularly the crimes of fedition, re-. 


that which was facred to che Lord ; or fhed the 


blood of men where the blood of beafts was pour- 
ed; or ule feverity and ftri& juice, but mercy, 
where facrifices were offered to atone for fin, and 
mercy was fhewn on account of them ; thefe were 
notions, and this a cuftom, which obtained very 
early, and even among the Jews; fee Exod. xxi. 
14. a5 well as among Gentiles ; with whom it was 
ufual, as to flee to the ftatues of their emperors, 
and to the temples of their deities, fo likewife to 
their altars ; this was cuftomary among the Molo/- 
fans, Samothracians, 


bellion, and treafon : there /oall not anbair of him 


‘|fall to the earth 5 not the leaft hurt fhould be done 
Yhim : but if wickedue/s fhall be found in bim, he faall 


die; thatis, if any crime worthy of death be com- 
mitted by him, or any overt act of treafon, and 
thelike, he fhould furely be put to death, and find | 
no mercy, notwithftanding the prefent general 
pardon. This was very wilely done by Solomon, 
to begin his reign without fhedding blood even of 


delinquents ; and efpecially of his brother, and his 
elder brother too; and by granting his life for the 
rotoniaté, and Meffenians ; | future on his good behaviour. 


and particularly the altar of Jupiter Servator was}” y¥.53. So king Solomon fent, and they brought 
an afylum, or place of refuge, to the Ithacians' .|down Adonijab from the altar, &c.] It being built 
Cornelius Nepos™ has given us an inftance of onejupon an hill, as both that at Gideon, and in 4rau- 
that fled to a temple of Neptune, and fat upon the | #ahb’s threfhing foor were: and be came and bowed 
altar for his fecurity, as here Adonyab laid hold on | bimfelf to king Solomon ; in a way of reverence and 
ghe horns of this, that none might force him from |fubjection, acknowledging him to be king, and 


it. 


himfelf his fubject : and Solomon faid to him, go to 


y¥. 51. And it was told Solomon, &c.] By fome of | thine boufe ; in peace; fignifying that he pardoned 


his courtiers : faying, bebold Adonijab feareth king 
Solomon, \eft he fhould take away his life: for lo 
he hath caught hold on ibe horns of the altar; which 
was the dernier refort of the guilty when they de- 
{paired of mercy otherwife : faying, let king Solomon 
fwear unto me this day, that be will not flay bis fer- 


him, and he might go home, and enjoy his family 
and fubftance ; and withal intimating that he fhould 
only regard the affairs of his family, and not trou- 
ble himfelf with thofe of the kingdom and ftate. 
Abarbinel fancies, that becaufe Solomon faid that if 
he fhewed himfelf to be a worthy man, or aman of 


vant with the fword ; he owns Solomonto be king, |fortitude and valour, that *Adonijah thought that 


and himfelf his fubject and fervant; this: no 
doubt he did to conciliate his favour, nor did he 
think his life fafe, unlefs Solomon promifed with an 
oath that he would not take it away. 


his meaning was, that he fhould go before him as 
a man of war, and minifter to him ; which made 
him fo ready to come and ftand before him ; in 
which he was miftaken, Solomon meant no fuch 


¥. 52. And Solomon faid, if be will few himfelf\ thing ; nor would he take him into his court and 
a worthy man, &c.| Will behave himfelf well as.a|fervice, but fent him home to his own houfe. 
good fubject, and be careful not to offend for the 


et ATT, 


HIS chapter gives an account of the charge fee Gen. xlvii. 29. Abarbinel obferves, that he is 
David gave to his fon Solomon, a little before called only David, not king David ; becaufe So- 
his death, to walk in the ways of the Lord, y. /omon his fon was now anointed king, and reigned 
1—4. and of fome inftructions delivered to him in his ftead; fo in ¥. 10, 11. but there is another 
concerning fome particular perfons he fhould either reafon given by fome Fews*, that no man, even a 
fhew favour to, or execute juitice on, ¥. 5—g.;king, has power in the day of death; he is no 
and the next account in it is concerning his death king then, he has no rule over that, but that rules 
and burial, and the years of his reign, ¥. 10, 11.}over him: and be charged Solomon his fon ; gave 
after which it relates an addrefs of Bath/beba to So-|him his laft and dying charge: /aying ; as fol- 
lomon in favour of Adonijah, which. was refufed,| lows. 
and the iffue of it was his death, ¥. 12—25. and] y.2. Igo the way of all the earth, &c.] A path 
the depofition of Abiatbar from the priefthood, ¥.|which is the path of death °, which all pafs in, 
26, 27. and the putting of oad to death for his'kings and peafants, high and low, rich andpoor, 
treafon and murders, ¥. 28—34. in whofe poft|greac and fmall, good and bad ; none are exempted, 
Benaiah was put, as Zadok was in the place of Adia |all muft die, and do ; it is the appointment of God, 
thar, . 35. and laftly the confinement of Shimei|a decree which can never be reverfed; all expe- 
in Ferufalem, who had curled David, y. 36—38.|rience confirms it: this fame phrafe is ufed by 7o- 
who upon tranfgreffing the orders given him was|/oua, from whom David fzems to nave borrowed it, 
put to death, ¥. 39—46. and fhews that that book was written in his days, 
Fob. xxiii. 14. be thou firong therefore , not difcou- 
raged.at my death, being a common thing, and to 
foould die, 8cc.} The number of his days fixed and|be expected ; nor at being left alone, the Lord 
determined by the Lord, od xiv. 5. and which}can give thee wifdom and counfel, affiftance and 
might be perceived as drawing nigh, both by him-/ftrength, protection, and defence ; take heart there- 
felf and others, through the growing infirmities of|fore, and be of good courage : and soew thy/elf a 
old age, decays of nature, and various fymptoms| maz ; in wifdom and underftanding, and in for- 
of an approaching diffolution which were uponhim; titude of mind, though {0 young a man ; which 
were 


“¥.1. Now the days of David drew night that be 
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ce. -- wens wae 
were nede fiery for the government of fo great aybzen in open war ; and “even under a ‘pretenc 
people, and to guard him againft the fecret in-| friendfhip to them, cai of their peace a 
trigues of fome, and the open flatteries of others,|fare, as if he meant nothing tefs than to behav ay 


and the feai of attempts againft his perfon and go-}peaceably towards them; hence the sing, | 
vernment, and the temptations he might be liable to, |‘* whom he flew in craftinels:” and putt od 
to do wrong things ; and efpecially they were: ne- 
ceflary to enable him to keep the commands of 
God, as fol'ows ; which required great ftrength of 
mind and of grace, confidering the corruptions of 
nature, the temptations of Satan, and the {nares 
of men ; fee Fo. 1. 7. 

y¥. 3. And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, 
&c.] Which may in general refpeét his whole walk 
and converfation, and his obedience to the law and 
will of God; and in particular his juft govern* 
ment of J/rael committed to his charge: to walk 
in his ways; directed to in his word y to keep his 
fratutes and bis judgments ; his ‘laws, ceremonial, 
moral, and judicial: and his tefimonies; as the 
above laws, which teftify of his mind, and de- 
clare what he would have done and obferved : as 
it is written in the law of Mofes; which a king of 
Irae! was obliged to write a copy of, keep by him, 


of war upon the girdle that was about bis loins, and 
‘in bis fooes that were in bis feet ; which particu ee 
refpects the affair of Amafa, whofe blood he fhed 
with his fword, that dropped out of its feabbard, 
girded upon his loins, and into which he puc it 
jagain, all over bloody, and wore it girded upot 
his loins ; and which he alfo flooped for whenit _ 
fell, as if he was going to unloofe or buckle his _ 
fhoes, and into which the blood ran down when. 
he ftabbed him; and after this barbarous action 
marched on without any fhame or remorfe, with 
his bloody fword on his loins, and the blocd of the 
murdered in his fhoes. 6 PRIS 2087 
¥. 6. Do therefore according to thy wifdom, &c. ¥ 
Which though young began to appear in him, ever 
in the life of his father ; he therefore exhorts him 
to ufe the wifdom he had, and take the firft and fit- 
teft opportunity to cut him off for his former mur- 
and read it, and rule according to it: that thou|ders and. late treafon, as a dangerous man to his _ 
mayelt profper in all that thou doef, and whitherfo-\eovernment and the peace of it: and let mot bis 
ver thou turueft thyfelf 5 to reign in righteoufnels,Aoary bead go down to the grave in peace , that is, 
and according to the law of God, is the only way|let him not die a natural, but a violent death ; and 
to havea profperous and happy reign : or ¢hat thoujlet not his grey hairs be any argument for fparing. 
mayoft a& wifely’ ; the: Jaw of God furnifhing outjhim, or any reafon for delaying the taking of him 
the beft rules of government and maxims of po-joff; becaufe he would in courfe die quickly ; for 
licy ; fee Deité. iv. 6, 7. he muft’ be now an old man, as old as David, or 
y. 4. That the Lord may continue bis word which\perhaps older ; fince he had been his general 40 » 
he fpake coucerning me, &c.} His word of promife}years, even all the time of his reion ; fee 2 Sami: 
concerning the kingdom of David, and the fuc-lii. 13. . 
ceffion .of it, and confirm and eftablith it : /aying,| y. 7. But fhew kindnefs to the fons of Barzillat 
if thy children take beed to their way , they are di-|the Gileadite, &c.| Who perhaps was now dead, 
rected to walk in, even the way of the Lord, andjand therefore he would have kindnefS fhewn to his © 
not turn to the right hand or the left : to walk be-\pofterity for his fake : and let them be of thofe that 
fore me in truth , in the fincerity and integrity of\eat of thy table; as Mephibofheth had at his, who 
their hearts, according to the word of truth, and|alfo perhaps was dead, fince no notice is taken of 
under the influence of the fpirit of truth : witb af//him ; and as David would have had Barzillai, but 
their heart, and with oil their foul; in the moft}he defired to be excufed on account of his age: for 
cordial manner, with the ftrongeft affection and|/o they came to me, when I fled becaufe of thy brother, 
zeal ; with all eagernefs and earneftnefs ; with their) 4d/alom ;, that is, they came to him, not only Ber- 
whole hearts engaged in every duty performed by|zi//ai, but his fons it feems ; and fed him or fur- 
them: fhere foall not fail thee ({aid he) @ man on the|nifhed him with provifions, when he was obliged to 
throne of Ifrael; one to fucceed him in the throne ;|fly to the other fide Yordan, becaufe of the rebel- — 
this with refpeét to his throne, literally confidered,|lion of his fon 4d/alom, 
was conditional; but, fpiritwally confidered, was} y. 8. And bebold thou haft with thee Shimei the 
ab{olute, and had its fulfilment in ‘the Mefiah,|/on of Gera, a Benjamite of Baburim, &c.| OF 
whofe throne is for ever ; fee Luke i. 32,33. |whom, and of his native place, fee the note on 
¥.5. Moreover thou knoweft alfo what Foab\2 Sam. xvi. 5. he was now at Ferufalem, and fo 
the fon of Zeruiah did unto me, &c.] In flaying Ad-|with Solomon, or near at hand; and was on his fide, 
falom, contrary to his orders, and in behaving in-|and of his party ; fee ch. i. 8. bur not to be truft= 
folently towards him on account of his mourningled, or looked upon as a. real friend: which curfed 
for him, and at other times ; but as thefe things|me with @ grievous curfe, when I went to Maba- 
might not be perfonally known to Solomon, only by|naim ; a place on the other fide Yordan, of which — 
hearfay; this may refpect his difloyalty towards|place, and the curfes this man curfed David with, | 
him, in joining with Adonijab, who fet himfelf up|fee 2 Sam. xvi. 7,8. and xvii. 24. but be came down 
for king in his life-time, and without his know-|¢o me at Jordan ; after the defeat of Ad, aloe, ane ; 
ledge and confent ; or it may refpeét the inftances|when Dawid was returning, and humbled himfelf — 
next mentioned, in which he did injury to the in-|to him, and begged his pardon : and Ifware unto 
tereft, honour, and character of David: and (or|bim by the Lord, faying, I will not ‘put thee to death 
even) what he did to the two captains of the hoft of with the fword , but this oath was not binding up- _ 
ifrael, unto Abner the fon of Ner, and unto Amafa\on his facceffor, and efpecially fhould he omm 
she fou of Fetber , to Abner who was under Jedo-|new crime. i Retiree 
Sheth, and Amafa under David, who had not only} ¥.9. Now therefore bold him not guiltle 
-the promife of the poft, but was a€tually in it/Don’t look upon him as an innocent perfor d 
“when Foab flew him; and indeed out of envy tojif he commits an offence againft thee, as. » has 
him for it.: and fed the blood of war in peace;lagainft me, don’t acquit him asI Rear Ai 
when they were at peace with him, as if they hadithou art a wife man ; fo it feems he was before the 
; . . Me 3 appearance 
» yr 9 ut prudenter agas, Montanus, Tigurine verfion 3 ut intelligas yniverfa, V. L. a 7 
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appearance of the Lord to him at Gideon, even be- 
fore his father’s death, he had given fome proofs of /beba, that fhe might be the more eafily prevailed. 
it to David himielf: and knoweft what thou oughteft japon to feek to obtain fo {mall a favour as he was 
to do unto him to watch and obferve him, and_ if jabout to afk : Lowdeit the kingdom is turned about; 
found offending, to punith him according to the \¢ad ts become my brother’s ; things had taken ano- 
rules of juftice, and che Jaws of the land: dat bis|ther turn, and what was his, and he thought him- 
hoary head bring thou down to the grave with blood ;\felf fure of the other day, was now become his 
{pare him not on account of his age, but put him |brother’s; fuch” were the uncertainty and viciffi- 
to death whenfoever he fhall be found guilty,. let}tude. of human affairs: for it was bis from the 
him not die a natural death. Lord ,; by the appointment of the Lord, by a pro-. 
¥. 10. So David flept with bis fathers, &c.]jmife of his, and a prophecy concerning, it; which 
Died as his anceftors before him did; for, buried|if he knew of, it.was both vain and finful in him 
with them he was not; and therefore can’t be un-|to act contrary thereunto ; or it was brought about 
derftood of his lying with them in the grave, but|by the over-ruling providence of God, which he 
in the ftate of the dead ; he died according as the|now plainly faw and fubmittedto; this he faid to 
ews fay 2 on the day of Pentecoft, and according] fhew that he had laid afide-all hopes of the king- 
to bifhop Ujfger' A.M. 2990, and before Chrif!dom, and was fully fatisfied of the difpofition of it 
1014. avd was buried in the city of David; not at}in providence, and fo to hide his real defign in the 
Bethlebem, in the fepulchre of Jefe, who was a|petition he was about to make. 
private man; but being aking, in his owncity,} ¥.16. And now I afk one petition of thee, 8cc.} 
the hold of Zion he took from ‘the ‘febu/ite, andj)And but one, and a {mall one too, as Bathfheba 
which afterwards was called by his name, 2 Sam.|herfelf after callsit : deny me not, or turn not away 
v. 7. and his fepulchre remained unto the times of |\™y face ‘ ; with fhame and forrow, which would be 
the apoliles, upwards of 1000 years, As i. 29. the cafe fhould he be denied : and fhe faid unto bim, 
fee the note there. * ay on ; letme hear it. 
¥. 11. And the days that David reigned over I/-| x.i7. And he faid, [peak I pray thee unto Solo- 
vael were 40 years, &c.] So fays Eupolemus* , an\monthe king, &c.] He owns him to beking, and 
heathen writer, which are thus reekoned: 7 years|which he the rather did to engage her to take his 
reigned bein Hebron; the 6 months over are omit-|fuit in hand, and to cover his defign : for he will 
ted, 2 Sam. v. 5. this part of his reign was over|not fay thee nay; or turn away thy face, or deny 
Yudah only : aud 33 years reigned be in Ferufalem ;\thy requeft ; fhe being his mother, for whom he 
over the twelve tribes, in all 40, which round|hada great affection, and to whom he was under 
number is only given; though in fact he reigned jobligation on all accounts: shat be give me Abifbag 
6 months more. the Shunamite to wife; which was contrary tothe 
¥. 12. Then fat Solomon on the throne of David bis\law of God, Lev. xviii. 8. which furely Adonijab 
father, &c.] So he did in his life-time,- with his}muft have. been ignorant of, and Bath/heba likes 
confent, and by his order, and now by the agree-|wife ; or the one would never have made fucha 
ment of the whole people: and his kingdom was}requeft, nor the other have undertaken to try to 
efablifoed greatly; all fubmitting to it, and none|jebtain it; but perhaps they did not take her to be 
oppofing it. David's wife, or the marriage to be confummated, 
y¥.13. And Adonijah the fon of Haggith came to}becaufe he knew her not : but yet not being return- 
Bathfbeba, the mother of Solomon, &c.| Into her|ed to her father’s houfe, and being at the difpofe of 
apartment ; 4barbinel thinks it was a few days after |Selomon, prove that fhe muft be a concubine-wife, 
the death of David: and fhe faid, comeft thou peace-jand which became the property of the next heir 
ably ; ina friendly manner, with no ill defign,|and fucceffor ; fee 2 Sam. xii. 8. nor did Adonijab 
only to pay a friendly vifit ; for fhe might fear he|japply to her or her friends ; which if he was really 
came to avenge himfelf on her, and deftroy her, jin love with her, he would have done, if at her own 
becaule the had been the inftrument of difappoint-|or their difpofal ; but this he knew, that fhe was 
ing him of the kingdom, and of getting her fon|folely at the difpofal of Solomon, to whom he did 
Solomon fet upon the throne, and eftablifhed in it;jnot care to apply himfelf, but makes ufe of his 
and therefore could not tell what envy, rage, and |mother. . 
difappointment, might prompt him to: and be| y. 18. And Bathfoeba faid, well, &c.] Very well 
faid, peaceably ; he meant no harm unto her. fpoken, the thing is good and right: J will /peak 
y. 14. He faid, moreover, I have fomething to fay\for thee unto the king ; and ufe her intereft with 
unto thee, &cc.| Signifying that he came upon bufi-|him, not feeing into his defign, but pitying an un- 
nels : and fhe faid, fay on 5 intimating her readinefs|fortunate man. 
to hear what it was. ¥. 19. Bath/heba therefore went unto king Solo- 
y. 15. And he faid, thou knoweft that the king-\mon, to {peak unto him for Adonijab, &c.] She went 
dom was mine, &c.| Belonged to him by virtue of |from her own houfe to the palace; for fhe might 
his birth-right ; he was heir to it, being the eldeft |not live at court ; or however had an apartment to 
fon: and all Ifrael fet their faces on me, that I foould \her{elf, from whence fhe went to the king with her 
reigz ; which was not true; for as Bath/beba fays,\{uit in favour of Adonijab: and the king rofe up to 
the body of the people were in fufpence, their eyes |meet ber, and bowed himfelf unto ber ; upon her en- 
being on David, waiting to hear whom he would|trance into the prefence-chamber, in honour to her 
declare his fucceffor ; and when Solomon was declared jas a parent, he rofe up from his throne, and made 
and anointed, vaft numbers attended him ;_ unlefs}his obeifance to her, asa dutiful fon: and fat dows © 
Adonijah thought that the high-prieft, and general|and caufed a feat to be fet for the king’s mother, a 
of the army, with the captains, reprefented the|magnificent feat or throne, as the word is, was or- 
whole people ; however this he obferves by way of|dered to be fet for her: and fhe fat on bis right 
preface, to thew how unhappy he was being dif-|4and ; where he placed her in honour to her ad 
: : motner, 


appointed, ‘and to move the compaffion of Bath- 


@ T. Hierof, Chagigah, fol. 78. t. * t Annals, &c. p. 56.—— ; * Apud Eufeb. Prepar, Bvangek: 
1. 9. ¢. 30. £995 FN 9 ne avertere facias faciem fmeam, Pagninus. : 


3 ‘ 


636 


y Liz 7 ™ ey “) Pedal a a 
mothe?; fo Nerc* placed Tiridates king of drme-\of this to her, and put her 


. 
| 


nia at his right-hand, to do him honour. | him; and who no doubt re 


and therefore fhe hoped it would be granted: I pray an{w 
thee; /ay me not nay; don’t refule it, or deny it me, 24. 
or turn away my face with fhame and difappoint-|Which is another oath ; and one may eafi 
ment: and the king faid, afk on, my mother, for I\ceive hereby in what a temper and dilpofition 
will not fay thee nay; fince it is a {mall one, as|mon was, how warn, earnelt and -vehement, 
thou fayeft,*and provided it is fit and lawful to be/refolute againit the petition, and how determir 
granted. he was to punifh 4aonijah and his confederates : 
¥.21. And foe faid, let Abifoag the Shunamite be\which hath eftablifeed me, and fet me upon the throne 
given to Adonijab thy brother to wife.| For fo Adoni-\of David my father, and who hath made me 68 
jab was by his father’s fide; and Bathfbeba\boufe, as be promifed ; who had placed him on his 
makes wfe of the relation, the more to move upon|father’s throne, and eftablifhed him there, in fpite 
him to grant the requett. ‘ of all his enemies, and had given him a firm and 
- y22. And king Solomon anfwered and faid unto\{table kingdom, which was not to be fhaken and 
bis. mother, &cc.| . With as much gentlenefs andjfubverted by the power and policy of confpirators, - 
mildnefs as he could, but inwardly fired at her re-|according to the promife of God by Nathan, 2 Sam. 
gueft, and amazed at it, and could not forbear|vii. 11—13. Adonijah foalt be put to death this ay 
ufing fome degree of tartnefs and refentment : and|both for his former confpiracy, he only having 
why doft thou afk Abifoag the Shunamite for Adoni-\had a reprieve, and which was to continue on his 
jab? is this a {mall petition ? is this a fit and law-|good behaviour, and for his frefh attempt in form- 
ful one? afk for him the kingdom alfo; for this is|ing treafonable {chemes to afcend the throne if - 
what he means by it, that by marrying the king’s eo wherefore, being a dangerous man, and. 
widow, he may ftep into the throne whenever any|no longer to be trufted, Solomon was determined to 
opportunity offers, as any uneafinefs, or infurreétion|difpatch him atonce, and being eftablithed in his 
in the kingdom, or the death of Solomon; for none|kingdom, he had nothing to fear from thofe in 
but a king, the ews fay, might marry a King’s|the confpiracy with him. ve Sete 


widow, not any private man; and therefore for| y.25. And king Solomon fent by the hand of Be- 
Adonijab to afk this, was interpreted affecting the|naiah the Jon of Feboiada, &c.] Orders to exzeute 
kingdom, and afpiring to it, and taking his mea-jhim, and proper perfons to do it ; perhaps fomie 
fures to obtain it ; yea, it is faid‘, that none butjof the Cherethites and Peletbites under him, to 
another king, the fucceffor, might make ule of|affift. at leaft in it: end he feli upon him, that be 
his fervants, hand-maids and minifters ; and it is|died; Benaiah rufhed in upon him with his men, 
ebferved, that 4di/beg was free to Solomon, but not\and: thruft his fword into him, and killed him ; 
to Adonijab: for be is mine elder brother ; and has'executions ufed to*be done in thofe times and coun- 
that to plead in his favour, and if he could obtain|tries by great perfonages, as the inftances of Gz- 
this, it would ftrengthen his title, or at leaft be aldeon, Doeg, and others,. fhew, and not by. common: 
plaufible pretence, which he might make ufe of]executioners. ih oui sic hai 
when opportunity ferved, to gain the people to] | ¥.26. And unto Aliathar the prieft faid the king, 
his intereft: even for bin, and for Abiathar the|8&c.] Who was either at court, or he fent for him, 
prieft, and for Foab the fon of Zeruiab, the might|and thus addrefied him: get thee to Anathoth; a 
as well afk for them as for him; whole intereft it|city of the tribe of Benjamin, given to the priefts, 
was, and therefore defirous it might be that he| o/s. xxi. 18. of which place’ Adiathar might be 
fhould’be king, that fo the one might be continued|originally, and whither he is bid to return: gato 
in the office of high-prieft, and the cther as“ ge-|sbine own fields; which belonged to him there, 
neral of the army; who, So/omon knew, bore him nojeither by inheritance or purchafe; and thele he 
good-will, but were fecretly his enemies; and he|was to mind, and not perform the functions of 
fufpected that this was a fcheme of theirs,‘and that}his office, however as high-prieft, and at Ferujalem, — 
it was by their advice Adonijah made this requeft ;|and the tabernacle there, and ftill lefs appear at 
fo the Yargum, ‘are not he, and Abiathar the|court, or meddle with flate-affairs, only to attend 
prieft, and ‘Joab the fon of Zerwiah in the coun-|to his private domettic concerns : for thou art wor- 
fel?’ in this counfel ; ’tis what they had confult-|¢by of death, in joining with Adonijab in the life- 
ed among themfelves as a preparation to bring|time of David, and fetting him up as king with- 
about a defign they are contriving ; probably So/o-|out his knowledge, and in oppofition to Salomon, 
mon had private notice that they were plotting againit|contrary to the will of God, and promife of David, 
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him, and this confirmed him in the truth of it;lof which’ he, being high-prieft, can’t be thought 
and therefore all of them were upon this punifhedjto be ignorant, and for his late confeder wit 
with deprivation of office, or lofs of life. Adonijah, of which Sclomon had knowledge 

¥. 23. Then king Solomon fware by the Lord, 8ec.]\will not at this time put thee to eal 3 hee 
To prevent his mother preffing him to have her|give him a full pardon, only a reipites ” 
petition granted : /aying, Ged do fo to me and more|that fhould he be guilty of any. overt act, 
alfo; lay fuch and tuch evils upon me, and more|be put to death another time, though 
_ than I care to exprefs : if Adonijah have not fpoken\becaufe thou bareft she ark of the Lord 

this word againft. bis own life; to his own preju-| David my father; when he fled fr 
dice, and even to the lofs of his life; in which So-|2 Sam. xv. 24. and becaufe thou fi 
lomon fuggetts it would iffue, being a freth overt all wherein my # bi sceh was afflitted 5 
act of treafon ; he knew from what Bath/heba faid,'in all his affli¢tions under the perfeca of 
‘that this was his petition, and that he had fpoken from the time e flew the priefts at Vob, 
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the rebellion of Ab/alom; in each of which he ac- 
companied him, and fuffered and fympathized with 
him. 

¥. 27. So Solomon thruft out Abiathar from being 
prieft unto the Lord, &c.] He depofed him from 
his office of high-prieft, otherwife I fuppofe he 
might officiate as a common prieft, at leaft in fome 
of the branches of it ; this was done by his own 
authority as a king, and not as a prophet, as Bel- 
larmine vainly diftinguifhes ; and not by the autho- 
rity of the college of the priefts, at the inftance of 
Solomon, as Fortunatus Schacchus fays *, for which 
there is no foundation: that be might fulfil the 
word of the Lord; which he might do intention- 
ally, having knowledge of it, or however even- 
tually: which be fpake concerning the houfe of Eli 
in Shiloh , of which houfe Abiathar was, and which, 
according to that prophecy, was to be demolifhed, 
and the priefthood tranflated from it, which was 
in the line of Jthamar, to another houfe in the line 
of Eleazar; the word of the Lord, referred to, is 
in 1 Sam, ii. 31—36. and iii, 12—14. 

y. 28. Then tidings came to Foab, &c.] Of the 
death of Adonijab, and the depofition of Adiathar : 
for Foab bad turned after Adonijab , publickly ap- 
peared at his feaft, when he was faluted king by 
him, and others, and privately gave him advice in 
the affair of Abifbag: though he turned not after 
Abfalom ; did net join with him in his rebellion, 
but faithfully adhered to David; and yet both in 
his life-time, and after his death, acted the traitor- 
ous part in favour of Adonijah: Ben Gerfom gives 
thefe words a different fenfe, as if he was blame- 
worthy in both cafes ; that he turned after Adoni. 
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¥. 30. And Benainh came to the tabérnatle of the 
Lord, 8.) At Gibson: and faid unto him, that 
is, to Foab: thus faith the king, come forth ; mean- 
ing, out of the tabernacle; which plainly fhows 
that his orders were not to flay him in it: and be 
faid, nay, but I will die beré, fince he tuft die, 
he chofe to die there ; but what was his reafon for 
it, is not fo clear; the ews; fome of themy fay, 
to fave his goods, and that they might come to 
his heirs, which would have been forfeited to the 
crown, if he had been tried and condemned in a 
court of judicature ; others, that he might be bu- 
ried with his anceftors, whereas, had he been fen- 
tenced to death by the court, he would have been 
buried in the common place of malefaétors ; but 
rather he thought, or at leaft hoped; he fhould 
not die at all; either that by gaining time; So/o- 
mon might be prevailed upon to pardon him ; or 
however that he would not defile that facred place 
with his blood; or if he fhould die, he chofe to 
die there, as being a facred place, and fo might 
hope to receive fome benefit from it, as to his fu- 
ture ftate, where facrifices were offered to atone for 
fin: and Benaiah brought the king word again, fay- 
ing, thus faid Foab, and thus he anfwered me; told 
me he would not’ come out, and if he muft die, 
he would die there. 

¥. 31. And the king faid unto him, do as he bath 
faid, and fall upon him, and bury bim, &c.| Let 
him die where he is, flay him upon the fpot, and 
then bury him; not by the altar, ,but in his own 
fepulchre, as after related, that is, give orders to 
bury him there ; for Bexaiah being a prielt, could 


not be concerned in the burial of him, and befides 
jab to make him king, without confulting David, |it was below the dignity of his office: that thou 


and having his confent; and he did not turn after|maye/t take away the innocent blood which Foab fred, 
Abfalom, to deliver him from death, as David|from me, and from the houfe of my father , which 
commanded him; but the former fenfe is beft:|had been too long connived at, and had called for 
and Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord; which|vengeance; and now here was a proper opportu- 
was at Gibeon, fee 2 Chron. i. 3. it was four miles|nity upon frefh fins committed to avenge it, and 
from Ferufalem to the north, fituated on an hill® ;)fo remove the guilt, which lay upon him and his 
according to Ja/epbus ‘, it was 40 furlongs, or five|father’s houfe, for not inflicting deferved punifh- 
miles from it ; though Kime: thinks it was the altar| ment on him for it. 
in Ferufalem he fled to, which was before the ark, in| y. 32. And the Lord fhall return his blood upon: 
the tent David made for it; but that is never|Ais own head, &c.) By way of retaliation, blood 
called the tabernacle of the Lord, only that of|for blood: who fell upon two men more righteous and 
Mojfes: Foab’s fleeing hither fhowed guilt, and) etter than he; after named ; for though they had been 
that he was in the confpiracy of Adonijah, and was|in open rebellion againft David, yet had fubmitted, 
confcious he deferved to die, and now expected it,)and were reconciled and received into favour ; and 
fince Adonijab was put to death; whilft he remain-|even their open crimes were not fo bad, Solomon 
ed reprieved or pardoned, he thought himfelf fafe, judged, as his fecret treacherous murders of in- 
but now in danger, and therefore fled for it: amd|nocent perfons in cool blood; they were men of 
caught hold of the borns of the altar; fee the note|more honour and integrity than he was, not fo 
on ch. i. 50. cruel and barbarous, though guilty in other re- 
y.29. And it was told king Solomon, that Foab\{petts: and flew them with the fword, my father 
was fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord, &c.] This|not knowing thereof; this is obferved to remove 
account was brought him very probably by fome|all fufpicion, and which doubtlefs had been enter- 
of his courtiers : and bebold, he is by the altar; to|tained by fome, that David had an hand in their 
which he betook himfelf for refuge, laying hold|death ; and that Yoad did what he did with his 
on the horns of it: then Solomon fent Benaiah the| knowledge and confent, and by his advice and or- 
fon of Feboiada, faying, go fall upon him; flay him;\der; they having been both concerned in rebellion 
Fofepbus * fays, the orders were to cut off his head;|againft him, the one under Jbdofheth, and the other 
but perhaps it might be only to lay hold on him, |under Ad/alom : to wit, Abner the fon of Ner, cap- 
and take him thence, and bring him to Solomon' tain of the hoft of Ifrael, and Amafa the fon of Fe- 
to have judgment paffed upon him ; for the Tar-| ther, captain of the hoft of Fudab, the reafon, 
gum is, “* exercife your power over him,” take him |the two hofts, of which they were captains or ge- 
‘into cuftody ; and certain it is, that the firft or-|nerals, being thus diftinguifhed, is, becaufe the 
ders were not to flay him, at leaft upon the fpot’ tribes of J/rael were on the fide of [/bbafheth, whote 
where he was. general Abner was, in oppofition to 7udab, who 
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made David their king ; and, on the other hand, |over' the brook Kidvon, which is ‘particula mer ne 
they were the men of Judah that were firft and |tioned, becauté this lay in his way to Babirim, big) 
chiefly in the rebellion of d/alom, whofe general |native place ; he muft crofs that: to go to iy oe 
Amafa was of the murder of thefe two men by}2 Sam. xv. 2 3. and xvi. 5. and where it mig 
Foab, fee 2 Sam, iii. 27. and xx. 10. © _ © Jreafonably be fuppofed he would fome time oF 
¥. 33. Their blood foall therefore return upon the} other be inclined to go, either through bufinefs, 
bead of Joab, and upon the bead of bis feed for\a defire to fee it again: thou foalt know for cer 
ever, &c.] Not only upon Foad, but upon his tain that ou foalt furely die, it may be depend 
pofterity as long as there would be any; fignify- ed on, as what will be moft certainly the cafe; m 


? 4 LA aes ae 
ing, that Yead’s death would not be a fufficient| reprieve nor pardon will be granted : thy blood 
fatisfaction, but the punifhment of his murders 


Joall be on thine own bead; fair warning bei 
would be continued to his offspring ; fee 2 Sam. iii.] given, he could blame none but himfelf thou 1 he 
29. but upon David, and upon bis feed, and upon a 


be guilty and fuffer. : ee Se 
his houfe, and upon his throne, foall there be peace) y. 38. And Shimei faid unto the king, the Jayin 
for ever from the Lord; {uch traitors and murderers 


is good, &c.] It was an act of gocdnefS in ne” 
being removed, peace and happinefs might be ex-|king, and what was good, grateful and acceptable. 
peéted and believed would attend the family and 


to him ; for being fent for by him, and knowing” 
kingdom of David; whether this be confidered as} how hevhad ufed his father, and hearing mela oat 
a-prayer, or a prophecy, it can and will have its|ral traitors being put to death, he expeéted this’ 
full accomplifhment only in the kingdom of the| would have been his cafe; and wherefore, in 
Meffiah the fon of David, of the increafe of whofe 

government, and the peace thereof, there fhall be 

no end, -J/. ix. 7. Pf. xxi. 7. 

y. 34. So Benaiah the fon of Feboiada went up, 
&c.} To Gibeon, which was a great high place, 
ch. iti. 4.. and fell upon bim, and flew him; at the 
altar, or dragging him from it at fome diftance, 
dtew his fword and flew him: awd he was buried 
in his own boufe in the wilderne/s , not in his dwel- 
ling-houfe ftritly taken, but in a garden or field 
- adjoining to it, which houfe was in the wildernefs ; 
not a wafte place uninhabited ; for, as Kimchi ob- 
terves, this word fometimes fignifies a place inha- 
bited, though not tilled, but left for pafture of 
cattle\; and in fuch a place might oad’s houfe be, 
at leaft his country-houfe, where’he might have a 
farm, and fields, and cattle, as it is plain he had, 
2 Sam. Xiv. 30. 

¥. 35. And the king put Benaiah the fon of Fe- 
hoiada in his room, over the bof, &c.) Advanced 
him from being captain of his life-guards to be 
general of the army: and Zadok the prieft did he 
put in the room of Atiathar , froma common prieft 
he promoted him to the high-priefthood ; whereby 
that office was reftored to its ancient line, the fa- 
mily of Eleazar, having been in the line of Jthamar 
for many years ; and the prediction of the deftruc- 
tion of £ii’s houfe, made 80 years ago, began to 
be fulfilled, 1 Sam. ii. 31—36. 

¥. 36. And the king fent and called for Shimei, 
&c.] Who had curfed his father; he lived at Ba- 
hurim, in the tribe of Benjamin, and from thence 
he fent for him to him, 2 Sam. xvi. 5. and faid 
unto him, build thee an houfe in Ferufalem and dwell 
there, and go not from thence any where; the orders 
were to. remove from Bahurim to Ferufalem, where 
he. was'to provide himfelf a dwelling-houfe, and 
there continue, and never go out of the city, at 
leaft not farther on any fide of it than it was to 
the brook Kidron, which was not° more than half 
a mile from the city. This Sclomon ordered; to 
prevent this man going about in the country fow- 
ing and flirring up fedition; and that he might be 
under his eye and notice, that fhould he commit 
any evil, and give him an opportunity of punifh- 
ing him, he might do it as his father had: direéted! 
him ; and he might judge from the temper of the 
man, and indeed from the nature of men in ge- 
neral, that what.they are forbidden, they are the 
moftprone unto, that he would tranfgrefs in this {pies he fet to watch and obferve his motions, 
cafe, and give him an occafion,againft him. . , | by fome othexs who had -féem him gout and 1 

¥.37. Hor it foall be on the day thou goeft out,\turn, and ‘that it was ‘contrary to the ki 
&c.] Out of the city of Ferufalem: and paffejt| orders : that Shimei bad gone fram Jerufaler . 


of being put to death, was only cbliged to quit his 
habitation ia the country, and come aha ive at! 
Ferufalem, a pleafant and delightful city, and ‘the 
metropolis of the nation, it was very agreeable. to 4 
him: as my lord the king hath faid, fo will thy fer- 
vant do, and he not only promifed, but eee 
it, which Solomon obliged him to, ¥. 42. ai She 
mei dwelt in Ferufalem many days ; he, accordin iy 
built or purchafed a houfe in Ferufalém, anc = 
moved from Beburim to it, where he lived forthe. 
{pace of three years, as follows. “"" — “= 
¥.39. And it came to pafs at the end of three 
years, &c.} He had dwelt at Ferufalem: that to" . 
of the fervants of Shiinet ran away to Ackifh the fou . 
of Maachah king of Gath ; he being a chi nlith, ill + 
natured man, always curfing or beating them, 
impofing too hard fervice upon them, of not a 
lowing them the neceflaries of life; wherefore rT 
brake away from him, and fled to Gath, and pur 
themfelves under the protection of the king of thas. 
place, who was now ‘at peace with J/rae/, anda 
tributary to them: if this chi was the fame thag 
was David's friend, who. fheltered him when ve 


fecuted by Saul, he muft be an old man; for! 
was between 40 or 50 years ago ; andas he {ems ta 
be, fince he is called'the fon of Maoch, 1 San. xxvii, 
2. which may be thought to be the fame ¥ 
Maachab here. f ae ile: 
yt. 40. And’ Shimei ‘arcfe, and faddled & 
and went to Gath to dchifh to feck bis Jere £5, é 7 
And demand them; through the paifion he was » 
in with his fervants, ahd his hurry to ge pe % 
home, and the covetous difpofition ‘whie pera, ‘ 


ed on him, he might forget,, or be tempted to nec 
le& the prohibition he was under not to go out 
Jerufalem; or he might think Solomon he 
it; or that he could come and go fécretly | rithout, 4 
his knowledge; or if ‘he fhould ee fy it, he. 
might hope he would never punifa him wi id 

for fo fmall a fault , however, f it ws $ OF 
the providence of God leaving hiny to hi 
and the temptations of fatan, that he mig 
juft punifhment for Curling David : and Shim 
and brought his fervants fram Gath , for 
being ‘at peace with ele anda trio 
alfo, did’not chu’e tc detain the; . 
them up, left it fhould be efente - 
into t Ape! =e ee To ae La 
| y. 41. And it was told Solomon, &e 


Chit y 42-46, Lek DN GSS.4 639) 
and was come again, which was 34 miles from Ye-[him to fall into others, that juftice might take’ 
rujalem”, whereas his utmoft bounds, whither he|place upén him for them alfo: shou knowef? all’ 
might go, was the brook Kidrox, about half a} che ‘Bickedf which thine heart is privy to, that 
mile from it. . thou didft to David my father; which ‘con{cience 
¥. 42. dnd the king fent and called for Shimei,\muft bear witnefs to, and accufe him of, not only 
&c.]° He fent mefiengers to him, and by themfof the words and actions themfelves uttered and 
ordered him to come to him, whe deem gly done by him, but of the malice and wickednef& 
came: and be faid unto kim, did not I make thee|from whence they fprung : therefore the Lord fhall 
fwear by the Lord , which though not before men-|return thy wickedne/s upon thine own head, the pu- 
tioned, was no doubt done, nor did Shimei deny |nifhment of it; which though not direétly inflicted’ 
it: and protefted unto thee, that is, declared before|for that, yet in providence was brought about as a 
witnefles ; /aying, know for certain, that on the day\juft retaliation for it. : 
thou goeft out, namely, out.of the city of Ferufa-| yr. 45. And king Solomon fhall be dléfed, &c.J 
lem: and welkeft abroad any whither; farther at|With a long and peaceableé reign, and large domi- 
moft than the brook Kidron, or any other place|nions, notwithftanding all the attempts. to make 
equally diftant from Ferufalem, on any fide of it ;|him unhappy : and the throne of David fhall be cfia- 
for when he went to Gath, he did not go over Kid-|dlifhed before the Lord for ever; the kingdom of 
ron, but went the road the reverfe.. Kidron lay to| David over Fudab fora long time, in his natural 
the eaft, and Gath to the welt of Ferufalem : now|line; and the kingdom of //rael, fpiritual ’ I/ree/, 
the proteftation made to him was, that if he went}for ever in his fon the Meffiah; and that in the 
out of Ferufalem any way, that thou foalt furely die,|prefence of the Lord, he obferving, ordering and 
it would be fure and certain death to him: aud|fucceeding all things to that purpofe. 
thou faidfi unto. me, the word that I bave beardis| y.46. So the king commanded Benaiah the fon of 
good ; not only he promifed to obey it, and that with | eboiada, which went out, &c.] Fron the pre- 
an oath, but declared it was agreeable and accept-|ience of the king, and took Sbimez with him to the 
able to him, and therefore the offence was a very|proper place of execution, it not being fitting to 
aggravated one. execute him before the king: ‘and fell upon hit that 
¥. 43. Why then haft thou not kept the oath of\be died; put him to death by the fword: and the. 
the Lord, &c.| Which was made by him, and in| kingdom was eftablifhed in the hand of Solomon ;. Ado- 
his prefence, and in which he was appealed to, and|mijab the ufurper, and Yoab the general. of the 
fo by not keeping it was guilty of perjury: avd|army, who-took on his fide, being both put to 
tbe commandment that I have charged thee with ?and|death ; and Abiathar the high prtieft \depofed, who 
fo guilty of difobedience to him as his fovereign ;} was in the fame confpiracy ; and Shime?, a dange- 
for which two reafons he ought to die. rous and troublefome man. difpatched, theie re- 


_ ¥.44. The king faid moreover to Shimei, &c.] 
Not as another reafon for his putting him to death, 
but to remind him of his former fins, and to ob- 
ferve to him the providence of God in fuffering 


CHA 


HIS chapter relates the marriage of Solo- 
mon with Pharaoh’s daughter, y. 1. his piety 
and devotion, ¥.2, 3,4. his prayer for wifdom 
and underftanding, which was acceptable to God, 
who promifed to. grant his requeft, with an addi- 
tion to it, ¥. 5—15..an inftance and proof of the 
wifdom given him in determining’ a cafe between 
two harlots brought before him, which greatly 
raifed his reputation, and gave him reverence among 
his people, y. 16—28. . 


y. 1. And Sclomon made affinity with Pharaoh 
hing of Egypt, &c.] Pharaoh was a common name 
of the kings of Egypt, of whom no mention is 
made in fcripture from the times of Mo/és until this 
time ; which may feem ftrange, when it is confi- 
dered that that kingdom was a potent one, and 
near the land of Canaan, but it was governed by a 
race of kings in this period of time, of whom, 
as Diodorus Siculus* fays, there is nothing worthy 
of relation. ‘The name of this Pharaoh, accord- 
ing to Eupolemus*, an heathen writer, was Vaphres ; 
for he fays, that David contracted a friendfhip with 

this king, and he relates fome letters which pafled 
~ between him and Solomon, concerning fending him 
workmen for the building of the “temple, which 
are’ fill preferved ; but Ca/vifus' thinks “it “was 


as Bunting’s Travels, ‘we, p. 124. 
1. g. C. 30,31, 326 
2k. 2. 


' Chronolog. p- 191, 192. 
® Seder Olam Rabba, c.15. p. 41. 
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mained none to give any dilturbance ; fo that he 
now fat eafy and quiet on his throne, and things 
with refpect to the civil government were on a 
firm and fettled foundation. fee 


P. HL 


‘Sefofris ; what this affinity was, is next obferved : 

ond took Pharaob’s daughter that is, married her ; 
who, according to Ben Gerfom, was profelyted firtt 
to the Fewifh religion ; which is very ‘probable, 
or otherwife it can hardly be thought Solomon would 


marry her; and as the 45th Pjaly, and the book 


of Canticles, fuppofed.to be written on that.occafion, 


feem,to confirm ; to which’ may be added, that it 
does not appear fhe ever enticed or drew him into 
idolatry,; for of all the idols his wives drew hinv into- 
the worthip of, no.méntion is made of any Eeyp- 
tian’ deities. “The Jews fay ™, Rome was’ built the 
fame day Solomon married Pharach’s daughter, but 
without foundation: this was not Solomon's firtt 
wife ; he was married to Naamab: the Ammonite/s 
before he was king, for he had Reboboam by her 
a year before that ; for Solomon reigned ‘only «40 
years, and Reboboam,, who. fucceeded'hith, was 4r 
years Of age when he began to reign, ch. ‘xi. 41. 
and xiv. 21. end brought ber into the city of David ; 
the fort of Zion : until be had made an énd of build- 
ing bis own houfe; which was 13 years in building, 
and now feéms to have been begun, ch. vii. 1. and 
the houfe of the Lord; the temple, which ‘alfo; - 
according to the Fewi/b chronology ", was begun 


| building, before his marriage of Phardob’s daughter 


and was feven years in building > atid therefore this 
mar- 

, ~ « ’ r,* . 2 
a k Apud Enfeb. Preparat. Evangel, 
__™-T’, Bab. Sabbat, fol. 56.2.° & Sanhedrin, fol. 
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marriage muft be in the 4th year of his reign; for | 
then he began to build the temple, ch. vi. 37, 38. 

and fo it muft be, fince Shimei lived three years in 

$erufalem before he was put to death, after which 

this marriage was, chwii. 37. and the wall of Fe- 

Fufalem round about , all which he built by raifing 

a levy on the people, ch. ix. 15, and when thefe 

buildings were finifhed, he built a houfe for his 

wife, but in the mean while fhe dwelt in the city 

of David. 

y. 2. Only the people facrificed in. high places, 
&c.] On the tops of their houfes, on hills and 
mountains, and particularly at the high place in 
Gibeon, where the tabernacle was: becaufe there 
was no houfe built unto the name of the Lord un- 
til thofe days; to which they were obliged to re- 
pair as afterwards, and there offer their facrifices, 
as the Lord had commanded, Deué. xii. 5, 6. 

y. 3. And Solomon loved the Lord, &c.| The 
worfhip of the Lord, as the Targum: and which 
he fhewed by walking in the flatutes of David bis 
father; in which his father walked, which were 
the ftatutes of the Lord, or whieh he exhorted him 
to walk in, and were the fame, ch. ii. 3. only be 
Jacrificed and burnt incenfe in high places; befides 
that at Gibeon, which it feems David did not. 

y. 4. And the king went to Gibeon to facrifice 
there, &c.) About 4 or 5 miles from Feru/alem , 
fee the note on ch. li. 28. for that was the great 
high place ; not that the place itfelf might be higher 
than others that were ufed ; but here were the ta- 
bernacle of Mo/es, and the altar; fo that it was a 
tore dignified place, and more facred becaufe of 
them: 1000 burnt-offerings did Solomon offer upon 
that altar ; the brazen altar of burnt-offerings there ; 
not at one time, but on feveral days fucceffively ; 
though Farchi fays on one day ; and which was a 
prodigious number, never was known the like, 
unlefs at the dedication of the temple, ch. viii. 63, 
64. 
ey 5. In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night, &c.] This was not a common na- 
tural dream, but an extraordinary, divine, and fu- 
pernatural one, a prophetic dream, a night-vifion, 
fuch as God ufed to fpeak in to his prophets ; in 
which he had the full ufe of his reafoning powers, 
was under divine impreffions, and in a fpiritual 
frame of mind, and in the exercife of grace; it 
was not a mere dream that the Lord did appear to 
him, but he really did appear to him whilft fleep- 
ing and dreaming, by fome difplay of his glory in 
fome way or another: and God faid, Afk what I 
fhall give thee; he did not hereby dream that God 
faid to him, but he really did fay this ; bid him 
afk what he would and it fhould be given him; he 
knew what he defigned to give, but he would have 
it afked of him, as he will be enquired of by all 
his people to do that for them which he has in- 
tended and provided for them; and it is encou- 
ragement enough for them to afk, fince he has 
promifed to give. 

¥.6. And Solomon faid, &c.] In his dream ; 
not that he dreamt he faid, when he did not ; but 
he really faid, as follows: Thou baft fhewed unto 
thy fervant David my father great mercy, beftowed 
many favours and bleflings upon him, both tem- 
poral and fpiritual: according as be walked before 
thee in truth and in righteoufne/s, and in uprightnefs 
of heart with thee, in the truth of doétrine and 
worfhip, according to the revealed will and word 


n Apud Eufeb. ut fupra. 
fol. 24, 26. tom, 3. 
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of God, and which he obferved wich great ftrict- 
nefs, living foberly, righteoufly, and godly, tho” 
not without failings and imperfections, yet with 
great integrity and fincerity ; and this holy walk 
of his was not the caufe of God’s fhewing mercy to 
him, nor was it in proportion to that, but what he 
was influenced to by the mercy that was fhewn him -: 
and thou haft kept for him this great kindnefs, that 
thou haft given bim a fon to fit on bis throne, as it is 
this day; afon to be his fucceffor, meaning him-- 
{elf ; which was an additional favour to all the reft, 
and was in referve, and now beftowed, as time had 
made to appear. : 
¥. 7. And now, O Lord my God, thou haft made 
thy fervant king inflead of David my father, 8cc.| 
Removed by death, in whofe ftead he reigned by 
the appointment of God, and through his over- 
ruling providence, notwithftanding the attempts 
made to prevent it, and therefore to God he afcribes 
it: and [am but a “ttle child ; not in age and fta- 
ture, but in knowledge and underftanding; for 
though his father called him a wife man, and he 
was judged fo by others, and really was one, yer 
in his own opinion and thoughts of himfelf, fuch 
was his modefty and humility, that he was but a 
child as to his intellectual powers and capacity for 
government: fome underftand this of age; and 
the ews commonly fay he was but twelve years of 
age when he was anointed king, which they rec- 
kon thus; that he was born at the time that_4mnon 
ravifhed Tawar, two years after which was 4b/ar 
lom’s fheep-fhearing, when he flew Amnon, on 
which he fled to Ge/hur, and was there three years ; 
here are five years; he returned thence and was at 
Ferufalem two years; lo, feven years; he one 
and was flain, and after that there was a famine 
three years, which make ten; and in the year fol- 
lowing David numbered the people, which was 
nine or ten months in doing; the next year he 
died, which was the fortieth of his reign, in all 
twelve years; fo reckon Farchi and Kimchi; and 
Eupolemus, an heathen writer *, is exprets for it, 
who fays, that David, when he had reigned forty 
years, delivered up the kingdom to Solomew his fon, 
being then twelve years of age, which he muft re- 
ceive from the tradition of the Jews; the fame is 
faid by feveral of the antient fathers, as [Ignatius ° 
and Yerom?; but this cannot be fact; for if fo, 
his fon Reboboam mutt be born to him when he was. 
but eleven years of age; fee the note on ¥. 5. it is 
beft therefore to interpret this of the fenfe he had of 
the weaknefs of his underftanding, and of his inea- 
pacity for government, as the next claufe explains 
it: I know not how to go out, or comein; inthe 
adminiftration of government, to execute his office 
as a king, in allufion to fhepherds, as kings are 
fometimes called, going in and out before their 
fheep. ct 
¥. 8. And thy fervant is in the midft of thy people 
which thou haf chofen, &e.] To be his fpecial and 
peculiar people above all people on the earth; this 
is not be underftood locally, though Ferufalem, 
where his palace was, was in the middle of the 
land; but of the exercife of his office, he bein 
placed over the people, and among, ‘Hom abed 
aving the care and infpection of them: @ great 
people, that cannot be numbered and counted for mul- 
titude, being for number as the ftars in | he yy 
and as the fand upon the fea-fhore, as had been 
promifed. Sted 
Hg. 
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heart, to judge thy people, &c.] Not an un- 
derftanding ot things {piritual, nor of things na- 
tural, though both were given him, but-of things 
political, what related to the civil government, 
that he might be able to judge or rule the people 
of J/rael in the beft manner: that I may difcern be- 
tween good and bad; not merely between moral 
good and evil, of which he had a difcernment ; 
but between right and wrong in any cafe or con- 
troverfy that came before him between man and 
man, that fo he might be able to pafs a right fen- 
tence, and do jultice toevery one: for who is able 
to judge ibis thy fo greata people; who are fo very 
numerous, and have fo many caufes to be heard 
and tried, and thofe many of them. very intricate 
and difficult ; fo chat no man is equal to fuch arduous 
work, unlefs he has more than an ordinary capa- 
city. given him by the Lord. 

¥.10. And the fpeech pleafed the Lord, that So- 
lomon had afked this thing.] - Underftanding in the 
affairs of civil government ; fince he had refpect 
not to his own private benefit and advantage, but 
the good of the people he governed, and the ho- 
nour and glory of God, who had fet him over 
them, they being his chofen people, and whofe 
vicegerent he was. 

¥. 11. And God faid unto bim, &c.] Being yet 
in a dream: secaufe thou haft afked this thing ; 
wifdom for government: and baft not afked for thy- 
Self long life; which is naturally defired by men, 
and always reckoned a great temporal bleffing, 
and efpecially to be withed for by a king living in 
great pomp and fplendour: neither baft afked riches 
for ibyfelf; to fapport his grandeur ; for though 
David his father had left him much, yet not for 
himéfelf, but for the building of the temple: zor 
haft afked the life of thine enemies, victory over 
them, and to have it in his power to take away 
their lives when he pleafed; which kings, and 
efpecially tyrants, are defirous of, fuch as are am- 
bitious, haughty, and revengeful: ut baft afked 
for thyfelf underfianding to difcern judgment; where 
theeright of a caufe lay, that fo he might make a 
right judgment of it, and pafs a righteous fentence, 
a fentence not to the injury of any. 

¥. 12. Bebold, Ihave done according to thy words, 
&c.} Exprefied in his requeft ; he not only pro- 
mifed he would grant him it, buthe had already done 
it, or at leaft had begun todo it: /o, J have given 
thee a wife and an underfianding heart, had greatly 
increafed his wifdom and underftanding in things 
political, things -refpecting civil government, and 
alfo in things ‘natural, in the knowledge of the 
things of nature, as appears from ch, iv. 33. and 
-of all arts and fciences:\ /o that there was none like 
thee before thee, neither after thee foall any arife like 
unto thee; which {ome rettrain to kings, and tothe 
kings of J/rael that there were none of the kings 
before him, as Sez] and David, like him for wif- 


dom, nor any of the kings of Yudab and Ufrael 


after him; but it may include all men of all na- 
tions in the world, fince he is faid to be wifer than 
vall:men ; and fome ather nations, and particular 
-men. of other nations, famous for wifdom, are 
-exprefly mentioned as inferior to him, ch. iv. 30, 
31. but then this muft be underftood of men fince 


.» the fall; for 4dem, doubtlets, had a larger ftock 


_of knowledge and underftanding in his’ ftate of in- 

-nocence than ever So/gmon had, and it muft be re- 

{trained to political and natural knowledge ; for as 

for divine knowledge, Kimchi excepts Mo/es ; and 

we may well except the apoftles of Cérif# for fpiri- 
Vou. Il, N°, XXI. * 


Rk # 


SPL g. Give therefore thy Servant an underftanding 


tual an@ evangelical knowledge; and ag for our 
Lord, the antitype of Solomon, he is greater than 
him in all kind of knowledge, all the treafures of 
wifdom and knowledge being hid in him,’ fee Matt. 
xii. 42. Col. ii. 3. 

¥. 13. And I have alfo given thee that which thou 
haft not afeed, &c.] That is, intended to give 
him, and now promifed it, and was about to be- 
ftow it on him: oth riches and honour ; the former 
through the prefents and tribute of the nations 
about him, and his trading to foreign parts; and 


the latter chiefly through his wifdom, the fame of 


which was fpread every where: fo that there fhall 
not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days ; 
that is, none like him for riches and honour among 
all the kings of the neighbouring nations fo long 
as he lived; though there might be kings in after- 
times as rich, or richer than ‘he, as Crefus, Alex- 


ander, &c. but then not fo honourable as he ; fo, 


putting both together, there were no kings like 
him before or after, and efpécially if wifdom be 


added to them, as in 2 Chron. i. 12. 


v.14. And if thou wilt walkin my ways, &c.] 
Prefcribed and directed to in his word: to keep my 


ftatutes and my commandments; ceremonial, moral, 


and judicial: as thy father David did walk; which 


Solomon himfelf had obferved, y.6.. and whofe 
walk was worthy of his imitation: then I will 
lengthen thy days, the other promifes of riches and 
honour are abfolute, but this of long life condi- 
tional, depending upon his holy walk and conver- 
fation; and hence, becatife he failed tn this, the 
Jews obferve he did not attain to long life, dying, 
as they fuppofe, at 52 years of age; which is 
grounded on a wrong hypothefis, that he was but 


12 years of age when he began to reign, and he 


reigned 40 years, as before obferved, 


¥. 15. And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a 


dream, &c.|] Not that it was nothing but a dream, 
a natural one, a vain and empty one, but a divine 
and fupernatural one, a dream of prophecy, as the 
Fews call it, or a prophetic dream $ a true one, 
which had its full accomplifhment in him, the 
truth of which he perceived as foon as he awoke; 
for he found himfelf pofiefled of fuch a meafure of 
wifdom and knowledge he never had before, which 
occafioned the thank{giving and joy next expreffed : 
and be came to Ferufalem; from Gibeon, accompa- 
nied by his nobles and fervants: and ftood before 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord; which was ina 
tent David had pitched for it there, 2 Sam. vi. 17. 
here he ftood with tholy reverence, as in the pre- 
fence of the Lord, and as a fervant of his, to mi- 
nifter to him, and as a worfhipper of him, with a 


heart full of gratitude for the great things he had 


done for him, and promifed to him: and offered up 


burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings,; by way 
of thankfulnefs for his quiet fettlement in the king- 
dom, for the Lerd’s appearance to him at Gibeon, 
and for what he had already given, and promifed 
to give: and made a feaft to all bis fervants; in a 
way of joy and gladnefs for the above favours ; 
this feaft was either the part of the peace-offerings 
he offered, which belonged’to the offerer to eat of 
with his friends, or this was a fpecial feaft made at 
his own palace for his courtiers. 

y. 16. Then came there two women that wefe 
harlots, unto the king, &c.] The fame day, as 
Abarbinel thinks, the night before which the Lord 
had appeared to Solomon; this came to pafs thro’ 
the providence of God, that there fhould be imme- 
diately an inftance and proof of the wifdom and 
underftanding the Lord fad given to Solomon y 
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thefe women, according to the Targum, Were vic- 
tuallers or inn-keepers ; and fo Bex Gerjom thinks, 
they were fellers of food, as Rahab , though he 
obierves it is poflible they might proftitute them- 
felves : this may be faid in their favour, that com- 
mon proftitutes do not ufually bear children, or 
when they do, take no care of them, have no af- 
feétion for them, and much lefs are fond of them, 
as thefe feem to be; but on the other hand, no 
mention being made of their hufbands, and living 
together in one houle, and alone, and being im- 
pudent, brawling, and litigious, give great fufpi- 
cion of the truth of the character they bear in .our 
verfion and others: aud fiood before him; to lay 
their cafe before him, and each plead their own 
caufe ; it may be, it had been tried in another court 
before, and could not be determined, and fo was 
brought to the king; and if fo, the wifdom of So- 
lomon was the more confpicuous, in deciding it in 
the manner he did. 

y. 37. And the one woman faid, &c.] Who 
was the plaintiff: O my lord, I and this woman 
dwell in one houfe; pointing to the defendant, who 
ftood by her: and I was delivered of a child, with 
her in the houfe; fhe being prefent at the delivery, 
and fhe only as it fhould feem. 

y. 18. And it came to pafs the third day after J 
was delivered, &c.}: Of a child, as before. ex- 
prefied: that this woman was delivered alfo; of 
another child; and being both of the fame fex, 
both fons, as afterwards appears; and being fo 
nearly of an age, it was, difficult to diftinguifh 
them: aud we were together ; there was no ranger 
with us in the houfe, fave we two in the houfe; fo 
that in this trial no evidences could be produced 
on either fide. 

y. 19. And this woman’s child died in the night, 
&c.] Whether the fame night following the day 
it was born is not certain: becaufe fhe overlaid it ; 
or laid upon it, being heavy through fleep, and 
not knowing what fhe did, turned herfelf upon it, 
and {mothered it ; becaufe it had no previous illnefs, 
or any marks of any difeafe it could be thought to 
die of, and perhaps there might be fome of its 
being overlaid. 

y. 20. And fhe arofe at midnight, &c.|, Per- 
ceiving what fhe had done, that fhe had overlaid 
her child, and it was dead ; either thro’ fear..of 
punifhment inflicted on perfons thus negligent, or 
becaufe of the difgrace of it, taking no more care 
of her child, fhe made ufe of the following ftrata- 
gem: and took my fon from befide me, while thine 
handmaid flept ; this ferved to puzzle the caufe, for 
how could fhe know what fhe did when fhe was 
afleep? this fe could not prove, it was only con- 
jecture: and laid it in her bofom, and laid her. dead 
child in my bofom; where fhe found it in the morn- 
ing ; bur ftill what proof was there that it was the 
other woman’s, and not her own, that lay dead in 
her bofom ? 

¥. 21. And when 1 rofe in the morning, lo give my 

. child fuck, &c.] As the ufed to do: behold, it was 
dead, her own child as fhe thought at firft; but 
when I had confidered it in the morning ; it was to- 
wards morning, or juft at break of day, when fhe 
arofe to fuckle it, and found it dead: but. when it 
was broad day, and the light of the morning was 
increafed, fhe more narrowly viewed it, and by its 
features, or fome marks fhe had obferved ; Lebold, 
it was not my fon which 1 did bear: fhe was fully 
fatisfied it was not her own child, but another, 

y. 22. dud the other woman Jaid, &c.] The 


2% in me, Montanus ; fo Abarbiael, 
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living child belonged. 


defendant: Nay ; buf the living is my fon, and the 
dead is thy fon; fhe denied what the other faid, but 
offered nothing in proof of it: and this faid; the 
who was the plaintiff replied in the famelanguage> 
No ; but the dead is thy fon, and the living is my fons } 
without being able to add any thing in contirma* 

tion of what fhe had depofed : thus they fpake de- 


fore the king; feveral times, over and over again, 


what is betore exprefféd, having nothing to pro- 
duce on either fide in proof of their afiertions ; fo 
that it was very difficult to determine to whom th 
¥. 23. Then faid the king, &c.] As judge, 
fumming up what had been faid on both fides; 
which were only bare affertions without proof; the 
one affirming what the other denied, and the other 
denying what the other affirmed: The one faith, 
This is my fon that liveth, and tby fon is -the dead: 
and the other faith, Nay; but thy fon is the dead, — 
and my fon is the living ; this he repeated to fhew to 
all prefent, that no determination could be made 
by what had been faid.on each fide, and that fome 
other method mutt be taken. ie 
¥. 24. And the king faid, Bring me a fword, &e.} 
The defign of which might not at firft appear to the 


court, and it might be thought ftrange, and greatly 
-wondered at, what fhould be the meaning of its 


and they brought a fword before the king 5 his com- 
mands were obeyed. 1 ay 
¥. 25. And the king faid, 8c.) one of his 
officers: Divide the hiving child in tao’; not that, 
he meant it fhould be aétually done, though. it 
might at firft be thought he really intendéd it, and 
fo {trike the minds of fome with horror, “as it did; 
however, the mother; but he ordered this, to-try, 
the affeGtions of the women, and thereby come to 
the true knowledge of the affair; though fome 
think he knew. it before by their countenances and 
manner of {peech, but that he was defirous all’pre+ 
fent might fee it, and be fatisfied of it: and give 
balf to the one, and half to the other, finee both 
claimed it. , ob ee 
¥. 26. Then fpake the woman, whofe the living. 
child was, unto the king,’&c.} In hafte, and with 
great vehemency, left the executioner fhould at _ 
once difpatch it: (for. her bowels yerned upon ber 


fon;) not being able to bear to fee his life taken 


away: and fhe faid, O my lord; or, on me, my 
lord let the fin, the lie that I have told, be on 
me, and the punifhment of it; fhe rather chofe to 
be reckoned a liar, and to endure any punifhment 
fuch an offence deferved, rather than her! child 
fhould be cut:afunder: give ber the living child, 
and in no wife flay it, being willing to part with 
her intereft in it, rather than’it fhould be put to 
death : but the other faid, Let it be neither mine nor 
thine, but divide it 5. for as fhe knew it was na fs 
own, fhe had no affection for it, nor defire te have 
it; chofe rather to be clear of the experice of keep- 
ing and nurfing it, and would by its being put to 
death, be avenged ‘of her adverfary, 
brought this caufe before the king. ; ay SA 
¥. 27. Then the king anfwered and faid, Give her 
the living child,. and in no wife flay it, &e.) That 
is, to her who defired it might rot be flain,’ but 
rather be given to her who had no right to it: foe 
is the mother thereof ; which might be itrongly con- 
cluded from her compaffion for it, her ea ey 
earneftnefs to have its life {pared,. and from the in- 
difference of the other, yea, from her perme 4 
barbarity in moving to hayeit divided. © 9) 
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yt. 28. And all Ifrael beard of the judgment which\difcover it quickly, and bring them to thame and 
the king bad judged, &c.\ In the above cafe; the!punifhment : fer they faw that the wifdom of God 
decifion of it was divulged throughout the land,|was iz bim, to do judgment; that God had put 
and the fame of it was fpread every where: audjmore than ordinary wifdom into him, to make a 
they feared the king, reverenced him as a wife, ju-jright judgment in caufés that came before him, 
dicious, and faithful king, and feared to do any ‘and finifh them in the moft juft and equitable man- 
thing of a criminal nature, as perceiving that he ner, 
was {fo fagacious and penetrating, that he would, 


CHAP, IV. 


\ ; ; ’ 

AS in the preceding chapter we have a proof of 

the wifdom and underftanding which the Lord 
gave to Solomon, as promifed, fo in this an account 
is given of the riches and honour he was poffeffed 
of; of him as king over all J/rael, and of his 
princes, ¥. 1—6. of the providers of food for his 
houfhold in the feveral parts of the land, ¥. 7—19. 
of the largenefs and extent of his dominions, and 
of the peace and profperity thereof, y. 20, 21, 24, 
25. of his daily provifions for his houfhold, and 
for his cattle, ¥. 22, 23. 26, 27, 28. and of his 
fuperior wifdom and knowledge to all others in all 
nations, which brought fome out of all to hear it, 


¥. 29—34. 


and Zabud the fon of Nathan; another of the fons 
of Nathen the prophet ; for he being a principal 
inftrument of fettling Solomon on the throne, had” 
intereft enough to promote his fons to the chief 
places of honour andtruft: and this here was princi 
pal officer, and the kiag’s friend; a chief minifter 
about him, very intimate with him, that kept him | 
company, privately converfed with him, was in 
his fecrets, and admitted to great privacy and near- 
nefs to him. . 

¥. 6. And Abiathar was over the houfhald, &c.] 
Steward of the houfhold: and Adoniram the fon of 
Abda was over the tribute; over thofe that collected 
the tribute, as the Targum, whether from the peo- 
ple of J/rael or other nations, or both; this man 
was in the fame poft in David's time, 2 Sam. xx. 
24. 

y. 7. And Solomon had twelve officers over all 
Trael, &c.\ Not with refpect to the twelve tribes 
of Ijrael, for it does not appear that they had each 
of them a tribe under them, but fome particular 
places ina tribe; but with refpeét to the twelve 
months of the year, in which each took his turn: 
which provided vitiuals for the king and his houfbold: 
each man his month in a year made provifion; fur- 
nifhed food of all forts out of the country in which 
they prefided for the fpace of one month in a year $ 
by which means there was always a plenty of pro- 
vifions at court for the king’s family, and for all 
ftrangers that came and went, and no one part of 
the land was burdened or drained, nor the price of 
proyifions raifed ; thefe feem to be the twelve Phy- 
larchi, or governors of tribes, Eupolemus', an 
heathen writer, {peaks of, before whom, and the 
high-prieft, David delivered the kingdom to Solo- 
mon; though in that he was miftaken, that they 
were in being then, fince thefe were officers of So- 
lomon’s creating. ‘ 

y. 8. And thefe are their names, &c.]’ Or rather 
the names of their fathers; for of many of them 
not their own names but their fathers names are 
given, as being well known: the fon of Hur, in 
mount Ephraim ; a fruitful country in the tribe of 
Ephraim, from whence this officer was to furnifh 
the king with provifions for one month in the year. 

¥. 9. The fon of Deker, in Makaz,&c.]} A 
place in the tribe of Daz, on the borders of it: 
and in Shaalbim, and Beth foemefb, and Elon-betk- 
hanan ; all in the fame tribe, fee Fo/b. xix. 41, 42, 


yy. 1. So-king Solomon was king over all Ifrael.| 
As David his father was not at firft, only over 
Fudab, and as Solomon’s fucceffors were not, after 
the diyifion of the kingdom under his fon Rebo- 
boam, though this feems to have a particular re- 
fpect to what is related in the preceding chapter 
concerning the wifdom of Solomon, for which he 
was fo famous, that he reigned by the confent of 
all, and in the hearts of all the people of J/rael. 

¥.2. And thefe were the princes which he had, 
&c.] That were in office about him, in the high- 
eft pofts of honour and truft: Azariab the fon of 
Zadok, the prief; or rather his grandfon, fince 
Abimaaz was the fon of Zadok, and Azariah the 
fon of Abimaaz, 1 Chron, vi. 8, 9. though another 
Zadok may be meant, and his fon not a prieft but 
a prince, as the word may be rendered, and was 
Solomon’s prime-minifter of ftate, and the rather, 
fince he is méntioned firft. 

y¥. 3. Eliboreph and Abiah, the fons of Sbifha, 
feribes, &c.] Their father Shiba, the fame with 
Sheva, was fcribe only in David's time; and he 
being dead very probably, both his fons were con- 
timtued in the office as fecretaries of ftate, Solomon 
having more bufinefs for fuch an office, fee 2 Sam. 
xx. 25. Fehofbapbat the fon of Abilud, the recorder , 
who was in the fame office in the times of David, 
and now held it under Solomon, 2 Sam, viii. 16. 


y¥. 4. And Benaiah the fon of Feboiada was over 
the hoff, &c.| General of the army in the room 
of Foab, ch. ii. 35. and Zadok and Abiathar were 
the priefts ; fo they were when Solomon came to the 
throne; but 4diethar was depofed by him after 
fome time, though he might retain the name after- 
wards, and be employed, as Ben Gerfom thinks, in 
cafe of neceflity, in the room of Zadok, or how- 
ever, be employed as a common prieft at Feru/a- 
lem, wpon a reconciliation’ with Solomon; though 
Kimcbi thinks another Abiathar is meant, : which is 
not fo likely. 

¥. 5. And Azariab the fom of Nathan was over 
the officers, &c.\. ‘The twelve officers who pro- 
vided food for S¢/emen’s houihold after-mentioned : 


43. 
ip 10. The fon of Hefed, in Aruboth, &c.} 
Which feems to have been in the tribe of fudab by 
the places that follow: ¢o bim pertained Sochoh ; 
there were two places of this name in that tribe, 
Fob. xv. 35. 48. and all the land of Hepher , there 
was an Hepber in the land of Canaan, which was a 
royal city in the times. of the Canaanites, Fo/d. xii. 
17. and there was an Hepher, the name of a man, 
a defcendant of Fudab, to whom, very probably, 
this 
/ * Apnd Eufeb, prepar. Evangel. Ig. ¢. 30. 
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this land belonged, 1 Chron. iv. 6. unlefs it can be 
thought to be the portion of land given to the 
daughters of Hepher, Fofh. xvii. 3. 

y¥. 41. The fon of Abinadab, in all the region of 

Jor, &c.] The fame with Dor and her towns, 
which belonged to: the half-tribe of Manaffeb, on 
this fide Fordan, Fofb. xvii. 11. which cad Taphath 
the daughter of Solomon to wife, not when he was 
firft put into this office,” when, in all probability, 
Solomon had not a daughter marriageable; but be- 
having well in it, in procefs of time he beftowed a 
daughter of his on him. ne 

y¥. 12. Baana the fon of Abilud, to him pertained 
Taanach and Megiddo, and all Bethfbean, 8c. All 
which were places in the tribe of Manafeb, Fo/b. 
xvii. 11. which is by Zartanah beneath Fezreel; fo 
defcribed, to diftinguifh it, as is thought, from 
Zaretan in Fofp. iii. 16. and the country this officer 
prefided over reached alfo from Beth-~hean to Abel- 
mebolab, even unto the place that is deyoud Fokneam ; 
the two firft of thefe were in the tribe of Manaffeb, 
and the laft in the tribe of Zebulun, Fo/h. xix. 11. 

xy. 13. The fon of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead, &c.] 
A city in the tribe of Gad, and was city of refuge, 
Foo. xx. 8. to him pertained the towns of Fair the 
fon of Manaffeb, which are in Gilead, of which fee 
Numb. xxxii. 4.1. to him allo pertained she region of 
Argob, which is in Bafhan, threefcore great cities 
with walls, and brazen bars; called by Fofephus * 
Ragaba, beyond Fordan; fee the note on Deut. 
iii. 4. 

y.314. Abinadab the fon of Iddo had Mahanain, 
Another city on the other fidé Yordan, where both 
Ihbofheth and David{ometimes dwelt, 2 Sam. ii. 8. 
and xvii. 24, this and the places adjacent muft be 
very fruitful, fince this officer was.to furnifh the 
king with provifions fora month once a year from 
hence. = 

¥. 15. Abimaaz was in Naphtali, &c] Out 
of that tribe he made a monthly provifion annually : 
be alfo took Bafmath the daughter of Solomen to wife ; 
another daughter of Solomon’s, in courie of time, 
fee ¥. 11. 

y.16; Baanah the fon of Hufoai was in Afber, 
&c.] In the tribe of 4fer;, a very plentiful tribe, 
particularly for oil; this officer was perhaps the 
fon of Hufhai the Archite, David's friend, and, it 
may be, promoted for his fake: and in Aloth; 
which fignifies afcenfions, mountains went upon by 
fteps ; mear to this place was an high mountain, 
ealled the ladder of Tyre‘; perhaps. that and the 
parts adjacent may be meant here. ' 

¥..17. Febofoaphat the fon of Paruah ix Ifachar.] 
In the tribe of Ifachar ; he had the whole tribe. at 
his command to make a monthly provifion out of 
for the king once a year,' as had the preceding offi- 
cer and the following one, |» 

¥. 18. Shimei the fon of Elab in Benjamin.) So 
defcribed, to diftinguith him from that Shimei that 
eurfed David, who was of the fame tribe, 

¥. 19. Geber the fon of Uri was in the country of 
Gilead, 8c.) .Which was beyond Yordan, and in- 
habited by the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the 
half-tribe, of Manafeh this mutt be underftood of 
all the country, excepting what was under the ju- 
rifdiétion of the fon of Geber, ¥. 13. and which 
had been the country of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
and of Og king of Bafoam; until it was taken from 
them by Mojes; and he was the only officer which 
was i the land; which is not true of Gebers for 


al 


* Antiqu, 1.13. ¢. +5. §. * Vid. Jofeph. d 
P2. 1. ” Scripture-weights and meafures, ch. 3. p. 86. 
Withi Mifcellan, tom. 2. exercit. 20. §. 26. Se 
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lobferved of all the reft of the officers : the 


pandus fays it would have fufficed 48,600 


0 Jud. 1.2. ¢. 10. §& 2. 


dak . 
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there was another officer -in the land. of Gilead be-- t 
fides him, the fon of Geber before-obferved, unlefs 
it fhould be renege that land, in that part of the 
land he had; but-then. the fame mighthave Bee 
wor 
may be rendred belt, and there was one officer in the 
land, which fome underftand of one officer over 
all the reft, Azariah the fon of Nathan, yr. 5. but 
it feems beft what other Fewi/h writers fay *, that 
this was another officer appointed for the intercalated: 
month; when there were 13 months in the year, 
there. was an officer in the land fixed for that 
month to make provifion out of the land; perhaps 
any where, where he pleafed, being not limited to- 
any certain place. Thefe 12 providers for So/omon’s 
family were emblems of the 12 apoftles of Chrift, 
appointed to provide. food for his’ family, the- 
church ; and if you add to them the apoftle Paul, 
it will make 13, as this officer did. ¥ . 

¥. 20. Judah and Yrael were many, as the fand 
which is by the fea in multitude, &c.| . Being blef- , 
fed with great fruitfulnefs in their families, and 
and having no peftilential difeafe among them, nor 
wars to leffen their number, and fo the promife to. 
Abrckam was fulfilled, Gen. xxii. 17. and. which 
was an emblem of Cdri/i’s {piritual fubjects, efpe-. 
cially in the latter day, whom Solomon was a type 
of, fee Hof. i. 10. eating, and drinking, and making 
merry; having a Jarge increafe of the fruits of the 
earth, and in no fear of any enemies; expreflive c 
the fpiritual joy of believers in the kingdom of . 
Chrift, and under the word and ordinances, Cant. 
li. 3,4, and v,1. Rom.v. 2, 3. 11. and Xly. 17. 

y¥. 21. And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms, 
&c.] Not only over’ Zudab and Jrael, but alk 
people round about him, they ftanding in fear of 
him or who brought him prefents, or paid tribute. 
to him, which was an acknowledgment of fupe- 
riority over them, and doing homage to him» 


from the river unto the land of the Philiftines, and 


unto the border of Egypt, that is, from the river 
Euphrates, as the Targum, which was the. border of 


his proper domains, to the ealt, to Paleftine, inha= 


bited by the Pdiliftines, which lay to the weft, and. 
as far as the border of Egypt, which was the 
fouthern boundary; a like and larger extent of 
Chrif?’s kingdom is given, Pf. Ixxii. 8. Zach. ixe 
10. and they brought prefents, and ferved Solomon 
all the days of bis life, this explains in what fenfe - 
other kingdoms befides were ruled by Solomon, and - 
fubje&t.to,him ; of Chri his antitype, fee Pf. Ixxiis 
10, II. te beth 
¥..22. And Solomon’s provifion for. one day, was 
30 meafures of fine flour, &c.] The meafure here 


- 


ufed was the Corus, or Cor, the fame Tih i Ge 
accord~ 


mer, which was equal to ten Ephabs; and, 


ing to Bifhop Cumberland“, held 75 wine gallons — 
and. five pints, and fomewhat more; by which may 
be known how many gallons of fine flour thefe 30 
meaiures .held, which were all confumed in one — 
day : cud 60 meafures of meal, of a coarfer 

for, the fervants, not fo finely dreffed; the fame 
meafure is here ufed as before. and it is obferve 
fome, that one Cor is equivalent to 648 Romar 
pounds, and allowing to. one man two pounds 
day for his food, there would be food enough 1 
29,160 men out of go times 648, or 58,24 
aus *, Others a the Pion = 
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ae ce « T. Bab. Sa 
* Vid, Scheuchzer. Phyfic, Sacr. p. 516. — 
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4 ' tk : : 
Jews fay * that he had 60,000 that eat at his table 5! 4000, ten horfes in a ftable; or here he numbers 
that is, who were maintained at his court. the ftalls, which were 40,000, and there the ftables, 
¥. 23. Ten fat oxen, bec.) Such as were kept{ which were 4000, there being ten ftalls in each; 
up in the ftall and fatted: and 20 oxen out of the|and the word there has the letter 20d in it more 
pyiures, which were killed as they were taken|than here, which is the numerical letter for fen; 
from fen’ and not put up to be fed: and 100) and may point thereunto; or here the writer fpeaks 
Jheep , “iat of the folds: defide arts, and roe-bucks,| ot all the ftalls for horfes Solomon had throughout 
and faliow-deer ; which were clean creatures, ac-|the kingdom, there of thofe only he had in Jera- 
cording to the Levitical law, Deut. xiv. 5. thefe|falem. Benjamin of Tudela * affirms; that thele 
were hunted in fields, or taken out of the park, or| ftalls, or itables, which Solomon built very ftrong 
were prefents from other countries; fo that here/of large ftones, are ftill in being in Feru/alem, and 
was plenty of beef, mutton, and venifon: for the| that there is no building to be feen like it any where 
ipiritual application of this to the antitypical So/o-| but no other writer fpeaks of them; nor is it at all 
mon, and his, provifions, fee Matt. xxii. 4...and| probable that they fhould remain: for bis chariots, 
Jetted fowl , fuch as we call capons *; fome Fewifh| aud 12,0c0 horfemen; fome of the faid ftalls of 
writers °, becaufe of the likenefs of found in the! horfes were for his chariots, to draw in them for 
word here ufed, take them to be: Barbary fowls, or| various ufes, of which he had 1400, ch. x. 26. 
fuch as were, brought from that country: there is a} and others to mount 12,000 horfemen, who were 
fort of birds called a Capa, which were without a| placed in divers parts, to defend the kingdom. 
yeice, that neither heard men,. nor knew their) _¥. 27. And thefe officers provided vitiuals for king 
Voice * Solomon, &c.] The 12 before mentioned; and 
x. 24: For be had dominion over all the region om| this is repeated here, after the account of his horfes; 
ibis fide the river, &c.] Or beyond the river Zu-|to obferve, that they provided for them alto, as 
phrates, in the fenfe before given, ¥. 21. which| well as for the fake of what follows; thatthe large 
accounts for the plenty of provifions he had, and| provifion made by them was not only for Sclomon’s 
the revenue with which he. fupported fuch a table} tamily and domeftic fervants, but for ftrangers 
he kept: from Tiphfab even to dzzab, or Gaza,| from different parts, who came upon meflages to 
one of the five principalities of the Pdili/times.\him, or to vifit him, and to “behold the fplendor 
Yipbjeh is thought to be the Thapfacus of Pliny*,| of his court: and for all that came to Solomon’s 
which both he and Ptolemy * place near the river|¢able,; which was an open table for all comers, as 
Euphrates, fince called Ampbipolis; the former| there were fome from all parts‘of the earth, ¥. 34. 
places it in Syria, the latter in drabia Deferta; and| every man in bis month, each of the 12 officers 
which Szrabe ", trom Eratofthenes, defcribes as 4800] provided food in the month affigned to him: shey 
furlongs from Sabylon, and from the place where| lacked nothing ; they always had enough to fupply 
Mefcpotamia begins not lefs than 2000 furlongs:|the king with, and they failed not in the pertorm= 
over all the kings on this fide the river, the river|ance of their duty, nor came fhort of their fala- 
Euphrates, or beyond it, in the fenfe before ex-| ries, being fully and punctually paid them. 
plained, as the kings of Syria, Arabia, &c. andhe| y. 28. Barley alfo, and firaw for the borfes; and 
had peace.on all fides round about him; in which he| dromedaries, 8c.) Or rather mules, by compa- 
was a type of Chri/?, the prince of peace. ring the paflage. with 2 Chron. ix. 24. the parti- 
¥.25. And Fudab and Irael dwelt fafely, &c.]| cular kind of creatures meant is not agreed on ; 
Without fear of any injury done to their perfons or} though all take them to be a fwifter fort of crea- 
properties by any enemy; which is, and will be,|tures than horfes ; or the {wifter fort of horfes, as 
more abundantly fulfilled in Cori, the antitype of| race-horfes or poft-horfes: barley was for their pro- 
Solomon, Jer. xxiii. 5. every man under his vine, and\vender, that being the common food of horfes in 
under bis fig-tree; which were ptincipal trees in the|thofe times and countries, and in others, as Bo- 
land of Fudea, put for all the reft ; and the phrafe|chart* has fhown from various writers; and in the 
denotes the happy, fafe, quiet, full, and peaceable| Mi/nah* it is called the food of beafts ; and Solo- 
enjoyment of all outward bleffings, and. is ufed of| mou is faid to have every day for his own horfes 
the times of the Mefiah, Mic. iv. 4. from Dan even\200,000 Neapolitan meafures of it, called Tom- 
to Beerfoeba, which were the two extremities of the] d0/i*; fo the Roman foldiers, the horfe were allow- 
land of J/rael, north and fouth: al/ the days of So-\ed a certain quantity of barley for their horfes 
lomon; fo long this peace and fafety continued,|every morning, and fometimes they had money in- 
there being no wars in his time, _ ftead of it, which they therefore called Hordia- 
y¥. 26. And Solomon had 40,000 fralls for borfes,\ rium’; and the fraw was for the litter of them : 
&c.] In 2 Chron, ix. 25. it is only 40003 and|thefe brought they unto the place; where the officers 
therefore fome think that here is a ‘miftake of the| were; not where the king was, as the Vulgate La- 
tin verfion; where Solomon was, as the Arabic 


copier, of Arbaim 40 for Arbab 4; which it is 
thought might be through divine permiffion, in|verfion, that is, in Ferufalem; nor where the offi- 
cers were in their refpective jurifdictions, as our 


- fuch Jeffer matters, without any prejudice to the 
authority of the fcriptures in matters of faith and] verfion fupplies it, which would be bringing them 
to themfelves; but to the place where the beatts 


practice ; but without fuppofing this, a reconcilia- : ; 
were, whether in Feru/alem, or in any other parts 


tion may be made, by obferving, that here the 
writer, as Ben Gerfom notes, gives the number of] of the kingdom : every man according to his charge 3 
which he was monthly to perform. 


the horfes that. were in the ftables, which were 
49,000, there the ftables themfelves, which were|- y.29. And God gave Solomon wifdom and. under- - 


Standing 
? Shalfhalet Hakabala, fol. 8. 2. 4 So David de Pomis, T'zemach David, fol. tz. 3. and fome in Kimchi in loc. 
> Baal Aruch & R. Elias Levit. Tifhbi, in voce, 343. ; © Scholia in Ariftoph. aves, p. 550. ; 4 Nat. Hift, 
1.5 c. 24. © Geograph. l. 5. ¢. 19. £ Geograph. 1. 16. p. $4. & Itinerar. p. 43. 
» Hierozoic. par.1. 1, 2. c. 9. col. 158,159. Vid. Homer. Tliad. 4. y. 196: and Iliad. 8. ¥. 560. 4 Sotah, ¢, 2. §. t. 
* Shalfhaiet Hakabala, fol.1o.2. © 4 Vid. Valtrinum de re militar, aa 1, 3. . 15. pe 296. 
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ftanding exceeding much, &c.] In things natural. Jongs were 1005 fome things that were ufeful to 
fmoral, divine and fpiritual, and that not flight and|improve the minds and morals of men, he deli- 


fuperficial, but exceeding deep, and large beyond 
exprefiion ; and this he had not from the acutenefs 
ot his genius merely, nor from his induftry and 
diligence; but by the gift of God, as whatfoever 
folid wifdom and underftanding is in any man, it 
is from the liberal hand of God, the fountain of 
wifdom, Yam. i. 5. and largene/s of heart, even as 
fand that is on the fea-foore ; he had a genius and 
capacity to receive any thing; his knowledge was 
vaft and comprehenfive ; it reached to, and includ- 
ed things innumerable, as the fand of the fea; 
there was fearce any thing under the heavens, 
or on the earth, and in the fea, but came within 
the compafs of it, as what are after-mentioned 
fhew. 

¥. 30. And Solomon's wifdom excelled the wifdom 
of all che children of the eaft, &c.) The Arabians, 
and Perfians, famous for wifdom, and who lay to the 
eaft of the land of udea ; whofe wifdom lay in the 
knowledge of the ftars, in divination by birds, and 
foothlaying ™: end all the wifdom of Egypt ; which 
it was eminent for in the times of Mo/és, and in 
which he was learned and well-fkilled, As vii. 22. 
and hence in later times the philofophers of the 
Gentiles travelled to get knowledge, as Pherecydes, 
Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Plato, and others to Egypt, 
faid to be the mother of arts and fciences *. 

¥. 31. For be was wifer than all men, &c.| Not 
only that lived in his time, but in ages paft fince 
the fall of 4dam, and in times to come, efpecially in 
natural wifdom and knowledge, in all the branches 
of it; for though fome men excel in fome part of 
knowledge, yet not in all, as Solomon did: than 
Ethan the Ezrabite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and 
Darda, the fons of Mabol, men of the fame names 
are faid to be fons of Zerah, grandfon of Fudah, 
i Chron. ii. 6. wherefore thefe are either other men, 
or their father had two names; or Mabol here may 
be an appellative, and defcribe the character of thefe 
men, and point at what they were famous for, as 
that they were fons of mufic, piping and dancing, 
as Mabhol may fignify ; the ews have a tradition °, 
that Ethan is Abraham, and Heman, Mofes, and 
Chalcel, Fofeph: and bis fame was in all nations 
round about, not for his riches and grandeur only, 
but chiefly for his wifdom. : 

¥.32. dnd he [pake’3000 proverbs, &c.) Wife 
fayings, fhort and pithy fentences, inftructive in 
morality and civil life; thefe were not written as 
the book of Proverbs, but fpoken only, and were 
taken from his lips, and fpread by thofe that heard 
them for the ufe of others, but in procefs of time 
were loft ; whereas the above book, being written 


. * * 
vered in verfe, to make them more pleafant and 


agteeable, that they might be the more eafily re~ — 
ceived and tetained in memory ; but of all his fongs, 
the moft excellent is the book of Caxticles, called the” 
Song of Songs, being divine and fpiritual, dies» . 
tated by the infpiration of the Spirit of God : he was 
both a moral philofopher and poet, as well as a bo- 
tanift and naturalift, and well-fkilled in medicine, — 
as’ the following words fuggeft. 

¥. 33. And be fpake of trees, &c.] Of all trees, 
herbs and plants, of the nature, virtues and ufe 
of them : from the cedar-tree that is in Lebanon, a 
mountain on the northern border of Fudea, fa- 
mous for cedars, the talleft and largeft of trees: 


Jeven unto the hyffop that fpringeth out of the wall; 


which grew about Ferufalem, and in the mountains 
of it, as an Arabic writer teftifies®, the loweft and 
leaft herb; fo that what is between the cedar and 
hyflop, include trees and plants of every kind 
and fort :; whether the fame herb we call hyffop is 
meant, is not certain; fome take it to be mint; 
others marjoram ; fome houfeleek ; others the wali- 
flower ; Levinus Lemnius ° fuppofes it to be Adtan-. 
tum, or maiden hair: the Zergum interprets it 
allegorically, that he prophecied of the kings 
of the houfe of David in this world, and in 
the world to come of the Meffiah: he /pake 
alfo of beafts, and of fowls, and of creeping things, 
and of fifbes; he underftood the nature of all 
forts of animals in the earth, air, and fea, and 
difcourfed of their names, kinds, qualities and ufe, 
with the greateft eafe and perfpicuity; the Fews 
fancy, ‘that Ariftotle’s hiftory of animals is his, 
which that philofopher lighted on, and publifhed it 
in his own name. Suidas* fays, it was reported 
that Solomon wrote a book of medicines for all dif- 
eafes, which was fixed to the entrance of the tem- 
ple, which Hezekiah took away, becaufe fick peo- 
ple applied to that for cure of their diforders, and 
neglected to pray to God. 

¥.34. And there came of all people to hear the 
wifdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, 8cc.] 
Who {ent their ambaffadors to his court to know 
the-truth of what was reported, and bring them 
fome proofs and fpecimens, by which they might 
judge of the truth of the relations that had been told 
them ; which perhaps might feem to them to be beyond 
all belief: which had beard of his wifdom, for the 
fame of it was fpread every where by merchants 
and travellers, and fuch fort of perfons, who had 
been at Ferufalem, and were matters of various 
anecdotes relating to Solomon; which they induftri- 
oufly fpread in the feveral parts of the world they © 


under divine infpiration, is preferved: amd bis|had dealings in. 
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Syn 


FLIS chapter relates Solomon’s preparation for)food for his houfhold; and things went on very 
building the temple: on Hiram, king of| amicably between them, ¥.7—12. the chapter con- 


‘Tyre, fending a congratulatory letter to him, he re-}cludes with an account of Solomon’s workmen, 
turned another to him, fignifying his intention to] where, how, and in what they were employed, 
build an houfe for God, and requefting him to]. 13—18. 


fupply him with timber, and men to work it, ¥. 
“1—6. to which Hiram readily agreed, and fent 


 ¥.1. And Hiram king of Tyre fent Jervants unta 


him cedar and fir, and Solomon in return fent him} Solomon, &c.] His ambaffadors, to condote him 


™ Midrath Kohelet, fol. 76. 3. 
Trad. Heb. in z Reg. fol. 80. 1. 
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on the death of his father, and congratulaté him 
on his acceffion to the throne; this king is called 
by the Phenician hiftorians *, Hirom, and by Eupo- 
lemus*, Suron, as he is Huram in 2 Chron. ii. 3. 
and by Theophilus of Antioch", Hierom the fon of 
Abcimalus, in the 12th year of whofe reign the 
temple was built: for be bad heard that they bad 
anointed him king in the room of bis father ; that the 
Dfraelites had anointed him king: for Hiram was 
ever a lover of David; a friend and ally of his ; 
and we never read of the Zyrians being at war with 
him, or affifting to any of his enemies. 

y.2. And Solomon fent to Hiram, &c.| A letter, 
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i. 3. 8. and my fervants feall be with thy fervants: 
to affift them, and to carry the timber trom place 
to place, and to learn how to hew timber: and 
unto thee will I give hire for thy fervants, according 
fo all that thou foalt appoint ; pay them for their 
work and fervice, as Hiram himfelf ‘thould, judge 
fit and reafonable for them ; no mention being made 
of paying for the timber, feems to countenance the 
notion that the trees were Solomion’s ; but when thé 
quantity of provifions fent yearly to Hiram for his 
houfhold, befides what the fervants had, is ob- 
ferved, it feems to have been fent as an equivalent 
to the timber received by Solomon, fee y..10, 11. 


either by the hand of his ambafladors when they | for thou knowet that there is not among us any that 


returned, as Kimchi thinks, or by ambafladors. So- 
Jomonw fent on purpole. Fofephus™ appeals to the 
Tyrian archives for the genuinenefs of thefe letters, 
that pafied between Hiram and Solomon ; and Ex- 
polemus, an heathen writer*, has both this which 
Solomon fent to Hiram, and that which Hiram fent 
in anfwer to it, which agree with thofe in the fa- 
cred records: faying ; as follows. 

¥. 3. Thou knoweft how that David my father 
could not build an houfe unto the name of the Lord his 
Ged, &c.] Ashe defigned, and was defirous of ; 
and which Hiram might know not only by com- 
mon fame, but from David himfelf, between whom 
there was an intercourfe, and that in relation to 
cedars for building, which David had of Hiram, 
2 Chron. ii. 3. for the wars which were about him on 
every fide; or warriors, as the Targum, the Phi- 
liftines, Moabites, Edomites, and Syrians: until the 
Lord put them under the foles of bis feet ; made them 
fubject.and tributary. to him, as he did at length, 
fee 2 Sam. vii. 1. and viii. 1. &¥c. fo the Cetid, or 
textual reading is, but the Keri or marginal read- 
ing is, under the foles of my feet ; that is, Solomon's, 


can frill to hew timber, like unta the Sidonians ; it is 
not faid Tyrians, the Sidonians, perhaps, being 
more fkilful in this than they were; and the Sido- 
mians are faid by Homer” to be woavdostaror, very 
ingenious ; and they were both'under the jurifdic- 
tion and at the command of Hiram ; fo Eupolemus * 
makes the infcription of Solomon’s letter to him to 
run thus, to Suron (i. e. Hiram) King of Tyres 
Sidon, and Phenicia. The Fews being chiefly em- 
ployed in hufbandry, and in feeding cattle, were- 
very unfkilful in mechanic arts, and in this of cut- 
ting down trees, and hewing timber; for there is 
fkill to be exercifed therein; the proper time of 
cutting down trees fhould be obferved, the part in 
which they are to be cut, and the pofition in which 
they are to be put when cut down, as Vitruvius * 
directs, with other things, and P/iny” obferves the 
fame. 

¥. 7. Andit came to pafs, when-Hiram beard thé 
words of Solomon, &c.] «The letter read he feng 
him: that be rejoiced greatly; that the friendfhip 
which had fubfifted between him and Dévid was 
like to be continued between him and his fucceffor, 


which agrees with what follows; it was true of|but chiefly for what follows: /aying, Bleffed be the 


both. 

x. 4. But now the Lord my God bath given me 
reli on every fide, &c.] From foreign enemies; 
tor Solomon had no wars with any: fo that there is 
uzither adverfary; or Satan, no internal enemy in 
his kingdom, as well as no external ones, Adoni- 
jak, Foab, and other ill-defigning perfons being 
cut off: nor evil occurrent, nothing that rofe up, 
and met him, to difcourage or hinder the profecu- 
tion of the good work he had in view. 

y. 5. And bebold, I purpofe to build an boufe 
unto the name of the Lord my God, &c.] For his 
worfhip, and for his honour and glory: as the Lord 
fpake unto David my father; by the prophet Nathan, 
2 Sam. vii. 12, 13. faying, Thy fon whom I will fet 
upon thy throne in thy room, he fhall build an houfe 
unto my name; which was no fmall encouragement 


Lord this day; or Febovah, by which he feems to 
have fome knowledge of the true God, the God of 
Tfrael, and might worfhip him, though along with 
him other deities, as fome heathen princes did: 
which hath given unto David a wife fon over this 
great people; which he perceived by the letter he 
fent him, and by his folicitous concern to build an 
houle for the worfhip and honour of God, and by 
various other things which his ambaffadors reported 
to him they had feen and heard in Solomon’s court. 

y. 8.. And Hiram fent to Solomon, &c.| A letter 
to him, to the following purpole: /aying, I bave 
confidered the things which thou fenteft to me for; 
whether he could, and whether it was fitting he 
fhould grant his requeft; which was acting like a 
wife and prudent prince: and J will do all thy defire 
concerning timber of cedar, and concerning timber of 


to Solomon to go about this work ; in which hewas| fir; or of cyprefs, @s in Fo/ephus’s copy of this let- 


a type of Chrift, the builder of his temple, the 
church, fee Zech. vi. 12, 13. 

¥. 6. Now therefore command thou, that they hew 
me cedars out of Lebanon, &c.] That is, order his 
fervants to cut them down there for him. Some 
think that Lebanon belonged to the land of J/rael, 
and therefore So/omon did not afk for the cedars 
upon it, but for his fervants to hew them for him; 
but as ic lay upon the borders of J/rael, part of it 
might belong to them, and another part to Hiram, 
and on'which the belt cedars might grow, and fo 
he furnifhed Solomon both with trees, and men to 
cut them, as it feems from’y. 10. fee alfo 2 Chron. 


* Apnd foleph. contr. Apion. 1. 1. ¢. 17, 18. 
ealye.. BFS). 132. vw Antiqa: V8, ¢. 2." §. 8. 
{apra. * De architetura, 1.2.¢.9. © 
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ter, and which grew on Lebanon * ; thefe were odo- 
rous, found, and durable timber, efpecially the 
cedar, and therefore chofen by So/omon tor building. 

¥. 9. My fervants hall bring them down from Le- 
banon unto the fea, &c.] The Mediterranean fea, 
on which Zyre ftood: and I will convey them 
by fea in flotes, which were either a fort of car- 
riage for the timber the Zyrians and Sidonians had, 
being furnifhed with various navigable veffels ; or 
thefe were the timber itfelf, and the planks of it, 
which being faftened together, were fet afloat un- 
der the direction of fome boats with oars, of which 


they had plenty: unto the place that thou fhalt ap- 


point 
* Apud Eofeb. prepar. Evangel. 1. 9. € 33, 34- « Ad Au- 
x Ut Gora! ‘ ¥Thiad. 23. y. 743 1 2 WE 
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2 Chron. ii. 16. belonging to the land of J/rael, in fquaring the timber in Lebanon, y. 6. a4 inonth they 


the fame fea: and will caufe them to be difcbarged\ were in Lebanon, and two monibs at home, that 
they might not be over-worked ; for they wrought . 


there; either to be unloaded from the veffels, or 
to be unloofed and taken up feparately : and thou 
foalt reésive them ; by his fervants appointed there 
to bring them to Yerufalem, which was 40 miles 
from Joppa: and thou fhalt accomplifh my. defire in 
giving food for my bcufbold, fignifying, that all that 
he defired in return was, that he would fupply him 
with corn or wheat, which he ftodd in need of, 
and his letter in Fofephus ‘ exprefies ; and we find 
in after-times, this place was fupplied with bread- 
corn from Fudea, fee Ezra iii, 7. Ezek. XXvil. 17. 
Adis Xil. 20. 

¥. 10. So Hiram gave Solomon cedar-trees, and 
fir-trees, 8c.] Ordered his fervants to cut them 
down from Lebanon, and fent them to him in flotes, 
which he received: according to all bis defire; he 
had as many as he requiefted, and what he wanted. 

¥. 11. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thoujand 
meafures of wheat for food to bis boujbold, &c.] 
This “‘meafure was the Hebrew meafure, Cor or 
Corus, and, according to bifhop Cumderland “, its 
contents were 17,477 folid inches; it was equal to 
ten Epbabs, each of which held two gallons and 
an half, and the Cor held 75 wine gallons five 
pints, and fomewhat more ; according to fome ‘, 
what it held was equal to 648 Roman pounds ; fo 
that 20,000 of them contained 12,960,000 pounds 
of wheat: and 20 meafures of pure oil, {queezed 
out of the olives without breaking them ; the fame 
kind of meafure is here ¢xprefléd as before, and the 
quantity anfwered to 12960 Roman pounds ; another 
writer * reckons a Cor to contain 1080 Roman 
pounds; fo that Hiram had every year 21,600 
pounds of oil. In 2 Chron. ii. 10. it is 20,000 
baths of oil, now not to take notice that the mea- 


but four months in thé year in the hard fervice in 
Lebanon, the teft of their time was {pent in ma-_ 
naging their domeftic affairs , thefe were [raclites = 
and Adoniram was over the levy, the fame that wise 
over the tribute or the collectors of the tax, ch. iv. — 
6. and according to the Targum, thele were fuch 
perfons. % 


¥. 15. And Solomon bad 70,000 that bare bur- 


dens, &c.] Tocarry the ftones from the moun-_ 
tains out of which they were dug, and which were 
near Ferufalem, to the city; thele were firangers 
in D/rael, as were thofe that follow: and 80,000 
bewers in the mountains; that dug the ftones out 
of the quarries, and fquared them ; thefe, with 
the others, made 150,000, fee 2 Chron. il. 17. 
according to Facob Leon ®, the number of work- 
men at the temple for feven years was 163,600, 
and fome make them more. fie a 
y¥. 16. Befides the chief of Solomon's officers which 
were over the work, &c.] Over the whole work, 
preparatory for the building of the temple; though 
it feems chiefly to have refpect to that of hewing 
the ftones, and bringing them to the city: 3300 
which ruled over the people that wrought in the 
work, to keep them to their work, and to fee that 
they performed it well: in 2 Chron. ii. 18. they 


are faid to be 3600, which is ,00 more than ~ 


here ; thofe 300 are the chief officers mentioned in 
the former .part of this verfe, which were over the 
whole work, and even over the 3300 overfeers, 
and with them made up the fum of 3600: fo Fa- 
cob Leon * obferves there were 3300 mafter work- 
men, and 300 commanders over them all.  ~ 


y. 17. 4nd the king commanded, and they brought 


fures are different, a bath was but the tenth part of|great flones, 8cc.} Not in quality, but in quan- 


a Cor, reference is had to different things; here 
the writer relates what was given to Hiram for his 
own family, there what was given to the workmen 
where feveral other things are mentioned befides 
thefe: thus gave Solomon to Hiram year by year; 
fo long as the building lafted, and the workmen 
were employed ; but ./darbinel thinks that’ he gave 


tity, large ftones, fit to lay in the foundation ; 
ftrong, and durable againft all thé injuries of tite, 
as. Fofepbus fays*: coftly fiones,; not what are com- 

monly called precious ftones, as gems, pearls, &c.. 
but ftones of value, as marble, porphyry, Ge. 

and hewed flones ; not rough as they were taken out: 
of the quarry, but hewed, and made fmooth: to 


it to him as long as he lived, out of his great mu-|/ay the foundation, of the houfe; which, though out 


nificence and liberality. 
¥. 12. And the Lord gave Solomon wifdom, as be 


promifed him, &c.] Which, among other things,|Céri/?, its foundation is faid to be laid even 
appeared in his preparations for building the tem-|fapphires and other precious ftones, fee Jf Ii 
ple, and in his agreements with Hiram for timber| Rev. xxi. 19. : 4 


y. 18. And Solomon’s builders, and Hiram’s buile* 


and workmen for that purpofé, and by continuing 


of fight, was to be laid with goodly ftones for the 
magnificence of the building; fo the pa Ne 
ith 

* * 
ie 


. 


and confirming friendfhip between himfelf andjders did hew them, &c.] The ftones; for it feems. 
Hliram, who was fo ferviceable, to him: and there| Solomon had not only hewers of wood, but of ftone,, 


was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and they two\from Hiram : and the ftone-fquarers; or rather the — 


made a league together; in order to continue and|Giblites, the men of Geba/, which were under the 


eftablifh peace and friendfhip berween them, which|jurifdiction of Tyre, and were fkilful in this fort of ; 


Solomon might lawfully do, the 7; ‘yrians being no|work, as fome of them were in others, fee Ezek. 


part of the feven nations with whom alliaaces were 
forbidden. 


XXvil. 9. fo they prepared timber and ftones to build 
the houfe; both Solomon’s and Hiram’s builders, 


¥. 13. And king Solomon raifed a levy out of ali\and the large number of workmen, both J/raelites 


Lrael, 8c.) Not of money, but of men, as fol- 
lows : and the levy was 30,000 men, for what pur- 


pole, and how they were employed, the next verfe 
fhews. 


and ftrangers ; which latter were an emblem of the 
Gentiles concerned in the ‘building of the fpiritu: 


temple, the church of Chrift, Zech. vi, 15. and | 
whereas the number of ftrangers that sae daa —? 


¥. 14. And be fent them to Lebanon, 10,000 4|the building was far greater than that of the 


month by courfes, 8cc. | 
the fervants of his he 


© Ut fupra. . # Scripture-weiglits and meafures, c. 
£ Van Till in Cantic, Mofis, p. ‘A . 4 


 Antiga. 1.8. c. 3. §. 2. 


’ € Relation of memorable things in the Temple, ch. 3. p. 14. 
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which was ‘oppa, as appears from] fervants, eed) in cutting down’ the trees, and ee 
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In their turns ; thefe are|/ites, it may denote the greater number of Geniiles 
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T HIS chapter gives an account of the building 

of the temple, for which preparations were 
before madé, and begins. with che time of its build- 
ing, ¥. 1. gives the dimenfions of it and the porch 
before it, ¥. 2, 3. obferves the windows in it and 
chambers about it, ¥. 4—-10. and while it was 
building, Solomon had a word from the Lord rela- 
tive to it, ¥. 1r—14. and then the.account goes 
on concerning the walls of- the shoufe, and the 
flooring of it, y. 15—18. and the oracle in it, and 
the cherubim in that, ¥. t9g—30. and the doors 
into it, and the carved work.of them, ¥. 31~-26. 

‘and the chapter is concluded with obferving the 
time when it was begun and finifhed, y¥. 37, 38. 


the holy place, with the chambers that were over 
it, which were 90 cubits, three ftories high, was 
in all 120 cubits, 2 Chron. iii. 4: fome reftrain 
it to the porch qnly, which ftood at the end, like 
one of our high fteeples, as they think. 

¥.3. And the porch before the temple of the houfe, 
&c.] Which ftood at. the eaft end of it: 20 cx- 
bits was the length thereof, according to the breadth 
of the boufe; which was from north to fouth, and 
of the fame dimenfion, fo that they exaétly anfwer- 
ed each other: and.10 cubits was the breadth thereof 
before the houfe ; which being added to it, make the 
whole of the building, moft holy place, holy place 
and porch, 7ocubits; the height of the porch is 
not here given, but in 2 Chron, iii. 4. where it is 
faid to be 120 cubits high, equal to the heighth 
of the houfe, with the chambers over it ; but there 
the breadth of the porch is not given, as it is here 5 
by thefe dimenfions we may obferve the’ difference 
between the tabernacle and the temple; the temple 
was twice as long, and as broad, and thrice as high 
as that, fee Exod. xxvi. 8, 16. This fabrick was an 
emblem of the church of God, fometimes called 
an holy temple, and the temple of the living God, 
2 Cor. vi. 16. Eph. it. 21. 

¥.4. And for the boufe he made windows of nar- 
row lights.\|_ Or open, fout°, which could be both, 
having fhutters to them, to open or fhut at plea- 
fure ; windows which they could open, and look 
through at them, or /but when they pleafed; the 
Targum is, ** open within, and fhut without ;”’ or, 
as others underftand it, they were wide within, 
and narrow without; by being narrow without, 
the houfe was preferved from bad weather, as well 
as could not fo eafily be looked into by thofe with- 
out; and by being broader within, the light that 


y. 1. And it came to pafs in the 480th year aie 
the children of Ifrael were come out of the land of 
Egypt, &cc.] The Lyrian writers * make it 560 
years from hence ; but this no doubt is righteft, 
which Junius reckons thus; 40 years J/rael were in 
the -wildernefs, 17 under Fo/foua, 299 under the 
judges, 80 under Eli, Samuel, and Saul, 40 under 
David, add to whiclt the 4 years of Solomon, and 
they make 480'; they are fomewhat differently 
reckoned by others”, from the coming out of 
Egypt to Fofoua4o years, from thence to the firft 
fervitude under Cufban 25, from thence to the death 
of Abimelech 256, under Thola 23, from thence to 
the Ammonitifh fervitude 4, under that 18, under 
the judges, Fephthah, Ibzan,- Elon, and Abdon 
31, Samuel and Saul 40, David 40, and Solomon 3, 
in all 4803 inthe fourth year of Solomon’s reign over 
Ifrael, when he was clear of all difturbers of his 
government, and had got all things ready for the 
‘building of the temple, and had gathered together 
gold and filver enough of his own to defray the 


expences; for, as for what David gave him, he}was let in fpréad itfelf within the houfe; which 
put that into the treafury of the Lord’s houfe, fee{fome interpret only of the holy place, the’ moft 
ch. vii. 51. in the month Zif, which is the fecond\holy place having, as they fuppofe,. no windows 
month, and fo mutt be Fiar, for Abid or Nifan|in it, which yet is not certain: now thefe ‘win- 
was the firft, and iar was the fecond, which an-|dows may denote the word and ordinances of the 
fwered to part of our April and part of May ;|chureh of God, whereby light is communicated to 
‘called Zif either from’ the fplendor of the fun,|}men; ‘which in the prefent {tate is but narrow or 
being now higher, and fo the greater; or from the|{mall, in comparifon of the new Feru/alem-cHurch- 
trees and? flowers of the field being in all their|ftate, and the ultimate glory; and efpecially fo it 
glory ; and fo the Targum here calls it, the month|was under the legal difpenfation, which was very 
of fplendor of flowers: and it was on the 2d day oflobfcure ; fee Cant. ii. 9. If. Ix. 8. 
it, that he began to build the houfe of the Lord, and| y. 5. And againft the wall of the boufe he’ built 
a very fit and proper feafon of the year it was to|chambers round about, &c.} Or near it, as Farchi 
begin it in, fee-2 Chron. iii. ‘2. interprets it, for the beams of them were not faft- 
y. 2. And the houfe whith king Solomon built for\ened in it,-y. 6. or rather upon it? ; and when 
the Lord, &c.| For his worfhip,’ honour, and|they are faid to be round about thé‘houfe, it muft 
glory: the length thereof was 60 cubits, from eaft}be underftood of the two fides, north and fouth, 
to weft, including the holy place and the moft holy|and of the weft end only, for at the eaft end, 
place; the holy place was 40 cubits, and the moft}where the porch was, , there were none : againtt the 
holy place 20 the fame meafure, as’ to length,'walls of: the houfe round about, both of the temple, 
Eupolemus, an heathen writer", gives of the tem-|and of ‘the oracle that is, both of the holy, and 
ple, but is miftaken in the other meafures : and the|\the moft holy place: and be made chambers round 
breadth thereof 20 cubits; from north to fouth:|about; the faid buildings; which is repeated that 
and the height thereof 30 cubits; this muft be un-|it might be obferved ; how many chambers there 
derftood of the holy: place, for the oracle or moft}were, is not faid ; Fo/fepbus fays *there were 30 of 
holy place was but 20 cubits high, y. 20. though|them, and over them others of the fame meafure 


and 
* Apud Theophil. ad Autolyc. 1. 3. p. 131. 1 So Gerard. Voff. Chron, Saer. Ifagoge, differt. 8. c. 7. p. 128. 
= Vid. Vitring. Bir joty pot. Hift. Sacr. p. 43.  Apud Eufeb. prepar. Evangel. 1. 9. ¢. 34, ° DON 
[O')pw apertas claufas, Vatablus ; perfpectui accommodas, claufas, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, P “1p oy fuper 
parietem, VL. Montanus, 1 Antiqu. 1,8. c.3. §. 2. : : . 
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and number, and over them others alfo; fo that} whether minifters or members, fhould do all they 
there were three ftories of them, and in all 903}do for the edification of the church, in a quiet and 
and which is-countenanced by what follows in the] peaceable manner, without clamour, contention; 


next verfe, and agrees with Ezek. xli. 6. the ewi/b}jars and tumults. 


doétors fay‘, there were 38 of them, 15 on the 
north, 15 on the fouth, and eight on the welt; 


they that were to the north and fouth, were five 
upon five, and five over them; and they that 
were to the weft were thrée upon three, and two 


over them ; upper rooms or chambers were rare in 
heathen temples*: thefe chambers were for the 


priefts, where they lodged and laid up their gar- 


ments, and eat their holy things; and were em- 


blems of congregated churches, where the true 
members thereof, who are priefts to God, have 
communion with him, and partake of divine 


things. ) 


x. 6. And the nethermoft chamber was five cubits 


bread, &c.| The nethermoft row of them, which 
were upon the firft floor: and the middle was fix 
cubits broad, and the third was feven cubits broad ; 
fo that the middlemoft was a cubit larger than the 
loweft, and the higheft a cubit larger than that: 
the reafon of which was, for without in the wall 
of the houfe be made narrowed refts round about , or 
rebatements ; the thicknefs of the wall, as it was 
raifed, became narrower at the height of every five 
cubits; thus the wall being fuppofed to be fix 
cubits broad, as in Ezek. xli. 5. when it came to 
be five cubits high, it was narrowed a cubit, which 
left a projection, rebatement or bench for the beams 
of the firft chambers to be laid upon, which made 
the fecond row of chambers broader by a cubit; 
and the fame being obferved in the next {tory, made 
the higheft a cubit broader than the middlemoft ; 
and this was done, that the beams fhould not be 
faftened in the walls of the houfe ; or be inferted into 
them, which could not be done without making 
holes in it; and thefe: holes could nor be made 
without an iron inftrument, and which was not to 
be ufed, as the next words fhew ; whereas by the 
above method the beams of the chambers could be 
Jaid upon the buttrefles, benches or rebatements 
Jeft, without the ufe of any: the gradual enlarge- 
ment of ‘thefe chambers, as they rofe higher, may 
denote the enlargement of the church of God both 
as to numbers, gifts and grace, the nearer it comes 
to the heavenly ttate, as in the fpiritual and per- 
fonal reign of Chrift. 

¥. 7. And the houfe, when it was in building, &c.] 


And all the while it was building: was built of 


fione made ready, before it was brought thither , being 
hewn or fquared by the builders and ftone-fquarers 
of Solomon and Hiram, ch. v. 18. wherefore the 
builders had nothing more to do than to lay them 
in their proper places in the building ; it was built 
with thee {tones quite up to the cieling, as Ya/ephus 


jays.‘ and thefe fo admirably polifhed, and {0 artifi- } 


cially joined together, that not the leaft fign of an ax, 
or of any working-tool, could be difcerned in them: 
fo that there was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any 
foal of iron heard in the boufe while it was in build- 
iag ; the firft of thefe obfervations fhews, that none 
are to be laid in the fpiritual building of the church, 
but fuch as are firft hewed and {quared by the Spi- 
rit, grace and word of God ; or who have an ex- 
perience of the grace of God, are found in the 
faith, and of becoming lives and converfations ; 
and the other denotes, that fuch as are therein, 


* Mifn. Middot, c. 4. §. 3. 
" Geograph. 1.17. p. §47 


Ww Mifn. Middot, c. 4. §. 
* Vid. Jofeph. Antiqu, ut ‘ 


fapra. 


gum, foretelling what would 


* Paufan. Laconic. five. 1. 3. p.1 


y. 8. The door of the middle chamber was im the 
right fide of the houfe, &c.} The fouth fide of it: 
and they went up with winding ftairs into the wu 
chamber ; which were without fide the chambers, 
and which winded about for the fake of taking up 
lefs rooms, and which led up to the door of the mid- 
dle chamber, on the fouth of which they went into 
it; according to the Vulgate Latin and Tigurine 
verfions, they went up in the form of a cockle, 
or the fhell of a fail; in like manner as was the 
afcent of the temple, of Pan at Alexendria, as 
Strabo" relates: and out of the middle into the third; 
the third chamber, and by winding ftairs~ up to 
that; and the like might be on the north fide, 
though not exprefied, and on the weft: the Jews 
fay”, that in the fecond temple, thefe winding- 
ftairs went from the north-ealt to the north-weit, 
whereby they went up to the roof of the chambers, 
and fo to the fouth and weft; with this compare 
Ezek, xli. 7. and which may reprefent the wind- 
ings and turnings of God’s people in this prefent 
ftate, their many afflictions and tribulations, thro’ 
which they pals from one ftate to another. 

¥.9. So he built the houfe, and finifbed it, 8c. 
The body of it, the walls of the holy, and moft 
holy place, with the chambers on the fides of them, 
and the porch at the end that led into them: 
and covered the houfe with beams and boards of ce- 
dar ; with hollow boards, as the Zargum, which 
formed an arch cieling to it, and made it look very 
grand and beautiful ; and then over them were laid 
beams and planks of cedar, not properly as a flat 
roof to it, but rather as a flooring for other build- - 
ings ; for upon this, as in the next verle, there 
were chambers built. ~ 

¥. 10. And then he built chambers againft all the 
houfe, five cubits high, &c.] Which fome under-_ 
ftand of the fame chambers in y. 5; 6. here made 
mention of again for the fake of giving the height 
of them, not before given; but they were built 
againft, or upon the wall of the houfe,  thefe 
again{t, or rather upon the whole houfe itfelf; 
and are the chambers réferred to in the notes on 
¥.2. which confifting of three {tories of go cubits, 
raifed the whole houte to an equal height with the 
porch, 2 Chron, iii. 4, as is there intended*; thefe ’ 
are the upper chambers in 2 Chron, iii. g. and they 
refted on the houfe with timber of cedar; or on the 
timber of cedar, the beams of cedar, with which 
the houfe was covered, as in the preceding verfes; 
on thefe the chambers refted, being built upon 
them ; and in one of thefe chambers the difciples 
might be after Chrift’s afcenfion, 4s i, 1 2). ad 

X. 11. And the word of the Lord came to Solo- 
mon, &¢c.] The word of prophecy, as the Zar- 
be the cafe of this 
building, according. to the obedience or difobe- 
dience of him, and the people of J/raél; which 


was brought to him either by an impulfe of the 


Spirit of God upon him; or by the hand of a 
prophet, as Kimchi thinkss and fome of the Fewy, 
writers ’, as he particularly, name 4by4 > Shi 
fonite, as the prophet that was fent with this mef-— 
fage to'him: faying; as follows, = = 

¥. 12. Concerning shis houfe with thou art in 

nono By 1 iy ih “ii 
"7 1 Oe 
t Antiqu.1. 8. e 


go. 
/ . See Lightfoot’s Profpe& of the Temple, &c. ‘ 
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building, &cc.| Or with refpect'to that, thefe things |of holies: was 40 cibits log , and which, wick 


Ss 


are to be faid as from the Lord: if thou wilt walk|the moft holy place, being 20 cubits, as in the 
in my fiatutes, and execute my judgments, and keep| preceding verle; made the length of the whole houlé 
all my commandments to walk in them, even all the|60 cubits, as in ¥. 2. 


laws of God, moral, ceremonial and judicial ; and 


¥.18. and the cedar of the bonfe within, &c.] 


this _refpeéts not only Solomon perfonally, but his} With which the infide of the place was lined: was 


fucceffors, and even all the people of J/rael: then 
will I perform my covenant with thee, which I {pake 
unto David thy father; by Nathan the prophet , 


not only that he fhould build an houfe for God, lof eggs: and open flowers» not in the 


‘which fhould be a fettled dwelling-place, but that 
his own houfe and kingdom fhould be eftablifhed 
for a long time to come, and his potterity fhould 
enjoy the prefence of God in this houfe, provided 


carved with knops ; of an oval form; fo the ‘Lar- 


gum fays, they had the appearance of egas ; and 


Ben Gerfom \ikewile, that they were in the form 
figure of 
buds, but flowers blown, and Open, as lies and 
others; fo the the Targum: all was cedar; the 
wainfcotting of the houfe, the fides of it at leaft; 
if not the Hoor, and the carved work of it; and 


regard was had to the precepts and ordinances of|this was done, that the gold might be isid upon 


the Lord. 

¥. 13. And I will dwell among the children of If- 
vael, &c.\ In this houfe now building, and which 
was in the middle of the land, and where he would 
meet with them, and accept their facrifices, not only 
of flain beafts, but of prayer and praife: and wi// 
not forfake my people Ifrael, and leave them to the 
mercy of their enemies, and to be carried captive 
by them, but protect and defend them. 

¥.14. So Solomon built the houfe, and finifbed it.) 
He went on with it until he had compleated it, ani- 
mated and encouraged by the promife of the divine 
prefence in it, provided a proper regard was had 
to the will and ways of God. Abarbinel thinks the 
above meflage was fent him in the mid{t of his 
work, to ftrengthen and caution him from a de- 
pendence on the continuance of the fabrick, be- 
caufe of the ftrength of it; fince its perpetuity de- 
pended on his, his fucceflors, and the peoples con- 
duct and behaviour; wherefore confcious to him- 
delf of his own integrity, and hoping well of po- 
dterity, he was not difcouraged, but proceeded’ in 
his undertaking until he had brought it to per- 
fection. 

¥.15. And he built the walls of the house within 
swith boards of cedar, &c.] For as yet he had only 
built the ftone walls of it without, but now he 
wainfcotted it with cedar boards: and not only 
them, ‘but Joth the floor of the houfe, and the walls 
‘of the cieling ; or from the floor of the bhoufe, unto 
the walls of the cieling ; that is, from the floor in- 
cluding that, ¢o the walls on each fide, reaching 
up to rhe cieling, he covered on the infide with wood; 
of one fort or another, cedar or fir, or both : par- 
ticular 
of fir; which Hiram fent him, ch. v. 8,10. which 
is differently interpreted 5 by Fafepbus cyprefs ; by 
others, as the Zigurine verfion, pine-tree wood ; it 
is very probable it was of the cedar kind, and 
not the floor only, but the cieling alfo, 2 Chron. 
iii! 5. 

, 16. And he built 20 cubits on the fides of the 
bouje, &c.] Atthe end or extremity of it, as the 
Targum; that is, he built the moft holy place, 
which was 20 cubits long, at the end of the. holy 
place, which he wainfcotted as the other: both the 
floor and the walls with boards of cedar; or from 
the floor including that, to the walls on each fide 
\from wall to. wall, and taking in them, they were 
all lined with cedar wood : 4e even built them far 


it, which could not be done on ftone as on wood: 
and all was fo covered; that there was no ftone [een s 
ot which the outward walls were built > all this 
denotes the inward beauty of the church, and the 
curious workmanfhip of the Spirit of God in the 
hearts of his people, whereby they become all glo- 
rfous within, adorned with the graces of the blefied 
Spirit, their ftony hearts being kept out of fight, 
yea, taken away. 

¥.19. And the oracle be prepared in the houfe 
within, &c.) In the innermoft part of ‘the houfe, 
he fitted up the oracle, or {peaking place, from 
whence the Lord fpake and gave anfwer; to receive 
what was to be put into it: particularly zo fet there 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, even the very 
fame that Ma/es made, for which David had pitch- 
ed atent in Zion, and where it now wasy for So- 
lomon made no new ark. 

¥. 20. And the oracle in the fore-part, &c. ] 
Which ftood in the fore-part of the temple, be- 
fore a man’s face as he entered into it, and went 
on ; or the fore-part of the holy of holies, next to 
the holy place, was of the dimenfions as follows, 
when the back part of it might be higher at leaft, 
and be equal to the holy place, even 30 feet; the 
fore-part being lower, and left open to Jet in the 
light of the candlefticks, \and the {moke of the in- 
cenfe, out of the holy place: this was 20 cubits 
in length, and 20 cubits.in.breadth, and 20 cubits 
in the height thereof ; and was a perfect fquare ; and 
as the moft holy place may be an emblem of the 
church triumphant, it may denote the perfection 
of its heavenly ftate; fo the new Feru/alemis afour- - 
fquare, Rev. xxi, 16, and be over-laid it with puré 


he covered the floor of the houfe with planks|gold; to. make it rich, glorious and magnificent, 


and may denote the glory,.of the heavenly ftate, 
Rev. xxi. 21. and fo Florus’, the Roman hittorian, 
calls it the golden heaven, as it were, into which 
Pompey went, and faw the great fecret of the Fewi/h 
nation, the ark: and fo covered the altar which 
was of cedar; the altar of incenfe, which is here 
mentioned, becaufe it was near the moft holy place, 
y. 22. this altar by Adofes was made of fhittim- 
wood, but Solomon’s was of cedar it feems ; unlefs as 
the words will bear to be rendered, he covered the 
altar with cedar* , though made of fhittim-wood, 
it had a covering of cedar over it; or if of ftones 
fuch a.covering was on it, that it might better re- 
ceive the gold which was afterwards put upon it: 
¥..21. 80 Solomon overlaid the houfe within with 


it within, even for the oracle, even for the moft| pure gold, &c.| The infide of the-holy of holies 
boly place ; which explains what building is fpoken | with fine gold, which gold amounted to 600 talents, 
of, and that the infide of that was covered with|2 Crom. iii. 8. and thefe to 7,332,0co ducats 
cedar from bottom to top. _ 4 of gold, or 3 millions and 45,000 pounds fterling : 
y.17. And the houfe, that is, the temple before it,| and he made a partition, by the chains of gold before 
&c.] The holy place, which was before the holy | the oracle ; between the holy, and the moft holy, and 
: i were 


= De Geft, Roman, 1. 3. ¢. 5. = PN AY! opersit sedro, Montansts 
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were inftead of a vail in the tabernacle of Mo/es 
between them; or here was alfo a vail befide the 
partition made by:chains of gold acro{s the oracle; 
for the partition was a wall of the thicknefs of a 
cubit, as Maimonides * {ays ; and in 2 Chron, iil. 14. 
exprefs mention is made of a vail of blue, Se. 
and in imitation of this had the heathens their dei- 
‘ties within vails®: and be overlaid it with gold, 
the partition-wall. bata 
¥.22. And the whole houfe be overlaid with gold, 
&c.] Both the holy place, and the moft holy 
place: uatil he had jfinifhed all the bbufe ; in this 
iplendid and glorious manner: al/o the whale altar 
that was by the oracle; the altar of incenfe, which 
ftood juft before the entrance into the oracle, 
or. moft holy place: 4e overlaid with gold; he 
overlaid it all over with gold; hence it is called 
the golden altar, and was an emblem of the excel- 
lent and effectual mediation and interceffion of 
Chrift, Rev. viii. 3,4. Agreeable to this account 
Eupolemus, an heathen writer", teftifies, that the 
whole houfe, from the floor to the roof, was co- 
vered with gold, as well as with cedar and cyprefs 
wood, that the ftone-work might not appear; and 
fo the capitol at Rome, perhaps in imitation of this 
temple, its roofs and tiles were gilded with gold*; 
a magnificent temple, like this, was at Up/a/ in 
Switzerland, as Olaus Magnus relates *. 
¥ 23. And within the oracle be made twa cheru- 
bim of olive-tree, &c.|° Or of the oil-tree, as in 
If; xli. 19. fee Neb, viii. 15. for there are other 
trees befides olives, out of which oil is prefied, as 
pine-trees, cyprefs-trees, &c. and which fome think 
are here meant; though the Zargum interprets it 
of the olive-tree : thefe cherubim are different from 
thofe made by Mo/es, and were befides therm; thefe 
were larger than they ; thefe were made of olive- 
_wood, they of gold; thefe ftood on the floor of 
the houfe, they at the two ends’of the mercy-feat, 
and were made out of it, and were with it in this 
holy place in Solomon’s temple :' thefe two cheru- 
bim may be emblems of the angels in their great- 


nefs and glory, who are always in the prefence of|looked obliquely t6”each other. 


God, behold his face; and» wait to dochis will ; 
or it may be rather of the’two witneffes, -faid to be 
the two olive-trees ftanding before’ the God*of the 
whole‘earth, Rev: xi..3, 4. who have’ boldnefs to 
enter into the holieft' of all, and have fight’ and 
knowledge of the myfteriés of the ark and mercy- 
feat; have their commiffion from heaven; and {peak 
according to the oracles of God; thefe “ate ‘faid 
to be of image-work, ‘2 Chron. iti. 10. ‘2. @“of va- 
rious forms, as the face ofa: man,‘ a lidn,’‘an'ox, 
and eagle, Ezek. iv-‘to.' Dr. Lighéfoor thinks ® 
they refembled thé'two Teftaments,' which in their 
beginning and end reach the two fides of the world, 
the creation and the laft judement; and inthe mid- 
dle do fweetly join the oné to the other: each ten 
cubits high; half as “high as the moft holy place ; 
emblems either of the high angels, thofe thrones, 
dominions, principalities and powers, or of ‘men 
of uncommon fize'as to their gifts and’ grace! ° 
y.24. And five’ cubits was the one wing’ of tbe 


cherub, &c.] When ftretched out on one fide :|gold, (ewithin and without.) “Both: the: floor’ « 


and five cubits the other wing of the cherub’ on the 
other fide him: from the'uttermoft part of tbe one 
wing, to the uttermoft part of the other wing, ‘were 
ten cubits; half thé breadth of the’ houfe. 

¥.25. And the otber cherub was ten chbits, 8c.) 


» Hilchot Beth Habechirah. c. 4. §. 2. 
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That is, its wings ftretched out meafured fo 
cubits, as did thofe of the other: both the 
bim were of one meafure, and of one fize, of the 
fame height and ftature, of: the fame breadth of 
their wings, and of the fame bulk of their bodies ; 
they were of image-cwork, 2 Chron. iit. 10. very 


probably in the form of men: and this uniformity 
may denote the perfect agreement of angels; or elle 


the confent of the true, faithful witnefies of Chrift 


in all ages, who have all agreed in the perfon, of- . 


fice and grace of Chrift, as reprefented by the 


mercy-feat and ark,” which thefe cherubim covered - 


with their wings. — ee 
¥.26. The height of the one cherub was ten cu 


bits, and fo was it of the other cherub.) Which is. 


repeated from y.23. that it might be obferved, 
being of an extraordinary fize. ; 

¥. 27. And he fet the cherubim within the inner 
boufe, &c.| The holy of holies: and they firetch- 
ed forth the wings of the cherubim; the carvers 
that framed them, they wrought them in that form; 
or imperfonally, the wings of the cherubim were 
ftretched out ; this was the pofition of them, they 
overfhadowed and covered the mercy-feat and ark, 
and even the other two cherubim that were at the 
ends of the mercy-feat: fo that the wing of the one 
touched the one wall, the fouthern wall: and the 
wing of the other cherub touched the other wail; the 
northern wall; they reached from wall to wall, even 
the whole breadth of the houfe, which was 20 cu- 
bits, as their wings thus fpread were, y. 24, 25. 
2 Chron. iit. 11. and their wings touched one another 
in the midft of the houfe ; which was ten cubits, and 
that was the fpread of the wings of each of them; 
fo that the wing of the right-fide of the one ftretch- 
ed out, touched the wing of the ‘left-fide of the 
other in the fame pofition ; in 2 Cbron. iii. 13. their 


= 


faces are faid to be ixward, or toward the boufe; 


either toward the holy place, and fo faced thofe 
that came into that and faw them 3 or towards the 
inner part of the Holy of holies, their eum 
to the: holy place, or their faces were inward, a 
¥. 28. And be overlaid the cherubim with gold.] 
Which may denote the purity and ‘excellency of 
angels ; or the precious gifts and graces of the Spi- 
rit, with which the witnefles of Chrift- are adorned)’ 
¥. 29. And be carved all the walls of the boufe 
about with carved’ figures of cherubim, and palm- 
trees, ond open flowers, 8c.) That is, of ‘palm* 
trees, thofe in full blow: if the cherubitm are an 
emblem of angels, the palm-trees fitly enough re- 


prefent juft and upright men, who both 


‘ a a. 
inthe church of God bélow, and‘in niavenvabovet 
both which) are-to’be feen the open'and’ full- 
blown flowers of divine grace, efpecially in the lat- 
ter fates’ within and without ; on the walls of the 
moft holy place, both within and without; and fo 
upon the walls of the holy place, ‘in’ each of whic 
were 'thefe feulptures, which were’ very Ofnat 
tal, and:were emblematical s\fee Beck ali a, 
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the floor of the boufe be’ et 


986. “And 
holy ‘place, and‘of the holy of Holiés; "46 
of the new Ferufalém is {aid to-be'pure g 
xxi. 21. this exprefies the purity and” E 
of it, particularly the ‘holy! converfa 
that dwell in the church, in heaven,’ fig 
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parc! of olive-tree, &¢.).-The door of the holy of] ple aflémbled ’: 


-— 
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_, ¥. 31. Aad for the entring of the oracle he made| diftinguith it from the Suter court, where thé peo 
this was built with three rows of 
olies was a two-leaved or folding-door, made. of| bewed-ftone, and a row vf cedar-beams 5 the rows of 
olive-wood ; typical.of Chri, the door into the} ftones were one upon another, topped with ‘a row 
church above and below, the way to heaven and| of cedarsbeams; or rather, the cedar was a lining 
eternal life, the true olive-tree: she lintel and fide-|to the ftones; and the whole is fuppofed to be 
pois were @ ffth part of the wall; four cubits, 20] about three cubits high, and ‘was fo low, that the 
cubits being the breadth of the oracle; or the lintel] people in the outward court might fee the priefts 
was four cubits, 20 being the height of it alfo,| miniftring for them, and could converfe with them 3 
¥.-20. a es under the fecond temple, as’ Maimonides" fays, the 
¥. 32. The two doors alfo were of olive-tree, &c.\| court of the priefts was higher than that of the 
The two leaves of the door, as before obferved,| court of J/rae/ two cubits ‘and an half, called thé 
repeated, for the faxe of the ornament of them, as] great court, for which doors were made, and thofe 
follows : and he carved upon them carvings of cberu-\ overlaid with brafs, 2 Chron. iv. g. 
bims, and palm-trees, and open flowers as uponthe| x. 37. In the 4th year was the foundation of the 
walls, ¥. 29. and overlaid them with gold, the| houfe of the Lord laid; &c.] The 4th year of So- 
‘two doors: and pread gold upon the cherubims, and\lomon’s reign: in the month Zif, fee the note on 
upon the palm-trees; thin plates of gold. y. 1, wher, 
x. 33. So alfo made be for the door of the temple.) y.38. Inthe 11th year, &c.] ‘That is, of the 
&c.] The holy place: poffs of olive-tree, a fourth| reign of Solomon: in the month Bul, which is the 
part of the wall; which was five cubits, its) 8ta month; from the month 4d7b or Nifany this 
breadth being 20; this door was a cubiv wider|month‘anfwers to part of our Ofoder, and part of 
than that into the moft holy place, more CREAM BN CUIDES it is the fame month fometimes called 
into the one than into the other; as more go into| Marchefvan; it had the name of Bul, becaufe of 
the church on earth than into the heavenly glory. |the rains which ufually fell in this month, ‘as Kim- 
¥. 34. And the two doors were of fir-trée, &c.\\chi thinks, like a flood ; and Noab’s flood is called 
The pofts were of olive, but the doors of fir, and} Mabbul, from the fame root*, and when all the 
they were both folding-doors, as appears by what|fruits were withered, and the leaves were fallen 
follows : the two leaves of the one door were folding,| from the trees ; or, as Yerchi fuppofes, becaufe the 
and the two leaves of the otber door were folding ;| grafs was confumed in the field, and they were 
which taking up lefs room, made the paflage wider,| obliged to mix provender, for eattle, deriving the 
fee Ezek. xli. 24. word from another root *: in this month was tbe 
¥. 35. And be carved thereon. cherubims, and\bouse finifbed throughout all the parts thereof; the 
palm-trees, and open flowers, &c.] As upon the|porch, the holy place, and holy of holies, with al! 
doors of the moft holy place, ¥. 32. fee Ezek.|the chambers and courts belonging to it: and ac- 
Xi. 25. and covered them with gold, fitted upon the\ cording to all the fafbion of it, which David had 
carved work ; plates of gold were fitted, as to the| given to Se/omon, to frame it by: fo be was fever 
dimenfions of them, to the cherubim, palm-trees,| years in building it; and fix months, which are not 
and open flowers. mentioned, only the round number is given, 4 
¥. 36. And he built the inner court, &c.| The\|appears by comparing it with, ¥. 1. 
court of the priefts, 2 Chron. iv. g. fo called to 


CH A:P. Vi. 


T H1S-. chapter gives an account of fome build- 
ings of Solomon for himfelf, y. 112, and 
of other things for the ufe of the temple; of two 
pillars of brais, ¥. 13—22. of the molten fea, y. 
23—26. and of 10 bafes, and 10 lavers on them, 
¥. 27 — 39. with other utenfils and ornaments, 
49—57> 


built on mount Lebanon, which lay at the northern 
border of the land, \at-a great diltance from Feru- 
falem, whereas this was both a magazine of arms, 
and a court of judicature, ¥. 7, fee ch. x17. J/. 
xxii. 8. neither of which can be fuppofed to be 
far from Ferufalem , but :becaufe not only it was 
built of the cedars of Lebanon, but in a fituation, 
and among groves of trees which refembled it ; 
it feems to have been a fummer-houfe ; and fo the 
Targum calls it, a royal houfe of refrefhment: the 
length was 100 cubits, and the breadth thereof 50 
cubits, and the height thereof 30 cubits; fo that it 
was in every meafure larger than the temple; and 
there was good reafon for it, fince into that only 
the priefts entered ; whereas into this went not only 
Solomon's family, but his courtiers and nobles, and 
all foreign ambafladors, and whoever had any bu- 
finefs with him, which required various rooms to 
receive them in: upon four rows of cedar-pillars , 
or piazzas: with cedar-beams upon the pillars, which 

laid the floor for the fecond ftory. : ; 
¥. 3. And it was covered with cedar above the 
beams, that lay on 45 pillars,\15 in a row,] . 
the 


y. 1. But Solomon was building bis own house 
13 years, &c.] He made more-hafte with the 
houfe of God than with his own, for that was but 
feven years in building; which fhewed greater regard 
‘to the honour of God than to his own glory, or even 
convenience; nor was this built till after that: 
and finifbed all his boufe ; or houfes he undertook 
to build, the fingular for the plural; even the 
‘houfe of God, his own palace, and that for the 
“daughter of Pbharab, and that which is next men- 
tioned, which were in all 20 years a building, ch, 
ix. it 
$2. He built alfo the houfe of the foreft of Le-' 
banon, &c.] Befides the temple, his own palace, 
and the queen’s; fo called, not. becaufe it was 


% Hilchot Bethhabechirah, ¢, 6. §. 3s 
Vo eg it N°. at 


J ry] concidit, Buxtorf, & 59 confumpht, vel 543. mifcnis, it, 
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654 
‘the fecond floor were three rows of pillars, 15 in 
a row, which made 45, that ftood to eaft, north 
and fouth ; and upon thefe pillars beams, which 
were the floor of the third ftory, over which was a 
roof of cedar-wood. ‘ 

y¥. 4. And there were windows in three rows, &c. | 
Both in the 2d and 3d ftories, eaft, north and 
fouth, there being none in the weft, where the 
porch ftood: and ligkt was againft light in three 
ranks; or the,windows, through which light was 
let, anfwered to each other. 

y¥.5. And all the doors and pofts were square with 
the windows, &c.|} The doors into the feveral {to- 


ries and apartments, and the pofts and lintel of} but Solomen’s houfe. 


them, and the windows over them, were all {quare : 


eh i 


Ch. Vv il, ¥. 4—I Se 


which, according to the Radvins, as Kimchi fays, 
were five hands-breadth : and cedars; beams of 
cedars over them, or thefe, both the foundation 
and the walls were lined with them. 
¥.12. And the great court round about, &c.) 
Which farrounded Solomon’s houle: was with t 
rows of hewed ftones, and a row of cedar-beams 
thefe rows were one upon another, and were a wa 
to the court, which were either topped with a row 
of cedar-wood, or that was a lining to the ftones = 
for the inner court of the houfe of the Lord; or ra- 
ther as, or like to that, as appears from ch. vi. 36. 
and for the porch of the houfe,; not the temple, 


¥. 13. And king Solomon fent and fetched Hiram 


and light was againft light in three ranks; they an-| out of Tyre.} Not the king of Tyre, but an arti- 


{wered one another as before. 
y. 6. And he made a porch of pillars, &c.] At 


ficer in it, after defcribed, whom Solomon had heard 
of, and upon his-requeft Huram fent him to him, 


the welt end of the houfe: and the length thereof [2 Crom. ii 1 3. his name is called Hyperon by Cle- 
was 50 cubits; anfwerable to the breadth of the b mens of Alexandria’. ye 


houfe : and the breadth thereof 30 cubits; which 
added to the length of the: houfe, made it 130: 
and the porch was before them; the four rows of 
cedar- pillars of the houfe, ¥. 2. this porch was 
either for his guards to keep watch in ; or for his 
courtiers to walkin, fheltered from rain or the 
like ; or perhaps only for grandeur and magnifi- 
cence: and the other pillars and the thick beam were 
before them; the pillars of the porch, on which 
were laid beams, of cedar for a ftory over them, 
and fo on ; thefe were before and right againft, and 
anfwered to the pillars of the houfe. 

¥. 7, Then be made a porch for the throne, &c.] 
The ivory throne on which he fat to hear and try 
caufes, ch. x. 18. where be might judge, even the 
porch of judgment, which had its name from thence; 
this was either in his houfe in the foreft of Ledanon, 
or in his palace at Ferufalem, the former feems 
beft : and it was covered with cedar from one fide of 
the floor unto the other; that is, the whole floor. 

y. 8. And his houfe where be dwelt, &c.} Which 
was properly his dwelling-place, that part of the 
houfe where he ufually refided: had another court 
within the porch, which was of the like work; a 
court between that and the porch, called.the inner 
court, 2 Kings xx. 4. Solomon made alfo a houfe for 
Pharaoh's danghter, whom be had taken to wite ; 
fee ch. iii. 1. like unto this porch , being built of 
the fame fort of materials, though in a different 
form. 

¥. 9. All thefe were of coftly fiones, &c.] Mar- 
ble, porphyry, &¢. according to the meafure of hewed 
fiones, fawed with faws, within and without; they 
were all hewed, and fquared, and polifhed, and fo 
they appeared both on the infide of the building, 
and-without: even from the foundation unto the cop- 
img, from the bottom to the top: and fo on the 
cutfide toward the great court; where the people 
ufed to affemble when they had caufes to be tried, 
and was adjoining to the king’s houfe. 

¥.10. and the foundation was of coftly tones, 
even great fiones, &c.] Of a great price, and very 
large : flones of ten cubits, and flones of eight cubits; 
fome of one meafure, and fome of another; not fo 
many cubits fquare, but of folid meafure ; they 
were fo many in length. 

y.11. Aud above were coftly ftones, &c.] Above 
the foundation, from thence to the top of the build- 
ings; the whole walls were made of fuch quite u 
to the cieling : after the meafure of hewed ftones ; 


1 Stromat, 1.1. p. 332. 
fight, 107. 


p|put; or the chapiter at the top of them, ir 
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¥. 14. He was a widow's fon of the tribe of 
Naphtali, &c.| In 2 Chron. ii. 14. his mother is 
faid to be of the daughters of Daz, as the might 
be, and yet her fon of the tribe of Naphtali ; for 
either fhe was of the city of Dax, which is placed 
in the tribe of Nephtali™, or her mother was ef the 
tribe of Dan; and therefore fhe is faid to be of the — 
daughters of Dar, when her father was of the tribe. 
of Napbiali, as it is exprefied by the Targum on 
2 Chron. ii. 14. and in which way moft, of the 
Jewifh commentators reconcile this ; or fhe was of . 
Dan, and her hufband of Naphtali, befides, if 
there was any miftake, it muft be aferibed, not to 
the facred hiftorians, but to the king of Fyre, whofe 
words they are in the above place, and who might 
not be fo well acquainted with the tribe this man 
and his parents were of : and bis father was a man 
of Tyre; not a Tyrian by birth, but one who had - 
dwelt there a while, and therefore fo called, as 
Obed-cdom, for a like reafon, is called the Gittife : 
a worker in brafs; and he was filled with wifdom, 
and underftanding, and cunning to work all works in 
brafs ; which might be true both of the father and 
of the fon, and eipecially of the fon, who had im-. 
proved upon his father’s knowledge and inftruc- 
tions ; and who was fkilful to work in other things 
befides brafs, as gold, filver, iron, tone, timber, 
purple, blue and fine linen, crimfon, and all forts 
of engraving, and every device that could be put 
to him by the moft ingenious workmen that either 
David or Solomon had, 2 Chron. ii. 14. but this is 
only mentioned, becaufe it was in fuch work he 
was only employed by Solomon, and it feems by 
the mode of expreffion, that befides ‘his ‘natural 
genius, and his diligence and induftry, he was fil- 
led with wifdom from God more immediately for 
this fervice, as Bezaleel and Aboliab was for the 
fervice of the tabernacle: and he came to king Sa- 
lomen, and wrought all bis work ; in brafs, as fol- 


lows. “ sp ats 
cubits 


é 


¥.15. For be caft two pillars of brafs 1% 
bigh a piece, &c.| In 2 Chron, iii. 15. they 
faid to be 35 cubits high, which muft be u 
ftood of the length or heighth of them } 
and whereas that would allow but 17 cub 
a half to a pillar, either the round number ¢ 
is ufed, or half a cubit in each may be alle 
either for the bafe or pedeftal into which 


they might go fuch a length, and {fo only. ‘ 


\ 
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feen is defcribed : and a line of 12 cubits did tom- 


pafs either of them about; that was the circumfe-|96 appeared in fight ina row, the other four being 
rence of them, and therefore their diameter mutt|hid behind them. + 
be four cubits, Eupolemus, an heathen writer", } y¥. 21. And he fet up the pillars in the pérch of the 
fpeaks of thefe pillars, but he makes the circuit of | ¢emple, &c.} Not at the door or entrance into the 
them to be but 10 cubits; and fays, they were|temple, as Yarchi, but at the entrance into the 
equal in height with the temple, and {tood on the] porch : and be fet up the right pillar ; or the pillar 
right and left, and were made of brafs, and cover-}on the right hand as you went in, which wads oti the 
ed with gold, the thicknefs of a finger. north, the front being eait: and calléd the name 
y. 16. And he made two chapiters of molten brafs\ thereof Fachin, which fignifies he will efablifh, 
to fet upon the tops of the pillars, &c.| Thefe were |i. e. the houfe to which here was an entrance, fo 
Jarge ovals in the form of a crown, as the word|long as the pure worfhip of God fhould continue 
fignifies ; or like two crowns joined together, as|in it: and be fet up the left pillar, or the pillar on 
Ben Gerfom, or bowls, as they are called, ¥.41.|the Jeft hand, which was to the fouthy unlefs thé 
the height of the one chapiter was five cubits, and|pofition of them was as you come out: and called 
the height of the other chapiter was five cubits; in| the name thereof Boaz, which fignifies i# him, or it, 
2. Kings xxv. 17. they are faid to bé but three|is frength, namely, in the Lord that dwelt there; 
cubits high; but that is to be underftood only of | for this has no refpect to Boaz, a ‘prince of the 
the ornamented part of them, the wreathen work | houfe ‘of Fudab, from whom all its kings fprung, 
and pomegranates on them, as there exprefled;}as the Yargum, in 2 Chron. iii. 17. fugeefts. 
here it includes with that, the part’ below un-or-| Thefe names were given them not by Hiram the 
namented. Yan jartificer, but by Solomon, and which were very ex- 
y. 17. And nets of chequer-work, and wreaths of \ preffive ; not fo much of the nobility of the king- 
chain-work, for the chapiters which were upon the\dom of the houfe.of David, as the Targum inti- 
top of tke pillars, &c.] Thefe were the ornaments | mates; or of the church of God, the pillar and 
of the chapiters; the former being like thick|ground of truth; as of Chri himfelf, and the two 
branches of trees, with their boughs and leaves {natures in him, and of -his royal dignity,  fignified 
curioufly wrought, as the word fignifies, and the|by the crowns or chapiters on them, decorated as 
Jatter like fringes, fych as the Yews wore at the} they were, whole legs are as pillars of marble, and 
fkirt of their garments: feven for the one chapiter,\in whom are righteoufnefs and ftrength; which is 
and Jeven for the other chapiter, perhaps with four|no fmall encouragement to thofe who are entring 
rows of chequer-work, and three of chain-work. into the church ef God the temple was a type of ; 
¥.18. And he made the pillars, &c.|. .Or adorn-| who, fhould they fear, being feeble and weak, 
ed them in this manner: and two rows round about \ that they fhould totter and fall, here ftands Yachin, 
upon the one net-work, to cover the chapiters that\to let them know the Lord will eftablith and fettle 
were upon the top, with pomegranates, that is,|them,; or that they fhould never hold out to the 
there were two rows of figures like pomegranates|end, here is Boaz to direct them to Chri, in whom 
upon the net or branch-work that covered the cha-|their ftrength lies, fee Cent. iv. 15. Jf xiv. 24. 
piters that were on the top of the pillars ; and Kim- | Allufion is had to thefe, Rev. iii.-12. 
chi owns, that fome copies fo read, on the top of] y.22. And upon the top of the pillars was lily- 
the pillars, inftead of pomegranates, though he|work, &c.] Which feems to be repeated from 
thinks ita miftake: and fo did be for the, other cha-|y. 19. and confirms that: and fo was the work of 
piter ; put two rows about that alfo. the pillars finifbed in the manner defcribed. 
y¥. 19. And the chapiters that were upon the top of| y. 23. And be made a molten fea, 8c.) A large 
the pillars, were of lily-work in the porch, &c.]|veffel made of molten brafs, which, becaufe of the 
Or fuch as was in the porch of the temple; the| great quantity of water it held, is called a fea; as it 
work was like that wrought in the form of the| was ulual with the Fews to call a large collection of 
flower of lilies open: four cubits; of the five cubits| waters a fea, as the fea of Tiberias and Galilee. 
of which the chapiters confifted, four of them were} This was made by the man of Tyre, as the pillars, 
of lily-work, the two rows of pomegranates taking| by the order of Solomon, and anfwered to the 
up the other; though Dr. Lightfoot ° thinks, that | brazen laver in the tabernacle, only larger than that 
at the head of the pillar was a border or circle of] and was not only for the priefts to wafh their hands and 
lily-work, that ftood out four cubits under the} feet in, but to dip upon occafion, and by the Fews? 
chapiter, into and along the porch; a four cubit-|is exprefly faid to be a dipping-place for the priefts, 
circle, after the manner of a {pread lily. fee 2 Chron. iv. 6. ten cubits from the one brim to 
¥. 20. And the chapiters upon the two pillars had\ the other which was the -diameter of it: it was 
pomegranates alo above, over againft the belly which\ round all about; {pheerical or circular; not as an 
was by the net-work, &c.} The fupplement is|hemifphere, as Zofephus*, and Procopius Gazaeus, 
needlefs, according to the above writer ; the fenfe| but rather cylindrical: and bis height was five cu- 
being only, that the chapiters werg above the lily-| dits ; from the bottom of it, not including the pe- 
work, which wrought out as far as the belly of the| deftal of oxen on which it ftood: and a line of 30 
chapiters, or the middle cubit of them, which the| cubits did compafs it round about, this was the cir- 
pomegranates filled up : aud the pomegranates were|cumference of it; which anfwers to the diameter of 
200, in rows round about upon the other chapiter ;\10 cubits, or near it, a round number being given 
there were fo many in each, which in all made 400, | not ftriétly mathematical. 
asin ¥. 42. In Fer. lii. 23. it is faid, there were] y. 24. And under the brim of it round about there 
96 ona fide, and yet 100 round about; the mean- | were kuops compaffing it, &cc.] Of an oval form, - 
ing of which is, either that there were 24 to every | and therefore the Targum.calls them figures of eggs ; 
wind, as the word there is, and four on the four]in 2 Chron. iy. 3. they are faid to have the fimili- 
angles, and fo in all 1003; or, as the above learned ' tude of oxen, being like the heads of oxen, and 
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653 


writer, when the pillars wete fet to thé wall, only 
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the other parts oval, or thefe were in the form of 
gourds, as fometimes the word is rendered, 2.Kimgs 
iv. 39. which had on them the figures of the heads 
of oxen, and might ferve as cocks to let out the 
water: fen in a cubit, compaffing the fea round about 
it; and as the circumference was 30 cubits, there 
mult be 300 of thefe in the circuit: she kncps were 
caft in two rows, when it was caft, for thefe were 
calt together with the fea, and being in two rows, 
there muft be in all 600 of them. 
¥..25. It ficod upon twelve oxen, &c.| Figures 
of them in brafs, of full proportion: three looking 
towards the north, and three locking towards the 
weft, and three looking toward the fouth, and three 
locking toward the eaft., and fo turned to the four 
quarters of the world: aad she ‘fea was fet above 
upon them as it were on the backs of them, and 
their mouths ferved as fpouts or cocks, to let water 
out of it on all fides: and all their binder parts 
were inward; that they might not be feen, and 
which met in a center ; they that were north came 
‘ againft thofe that were fouth, and they in the eaft 
met-with thofe to the weft. The brafs.of. the fea, 
according. to Facob Leon’, weirs i800 Arobas, 
and, with 12 oxen under, 32,5003 each: reba being 
25 pounds weight. 
y¥.26. And it was an hand-breadth thick, &c.) 
Or four fingers, asin Fer. lii. 21. and the brim 
thereof was wrought like the brim of .a cup, with 
flowers of lilies; embroidered and engraven on it 
for ornament-fake : it contained 2000 baths; which 
is reckoned about 500 barrels of -water,; it was 
filled by the Gzbeouttes 3 in 2 Chron. iv. 5. it is faid 
to receive and hold 3000 baths, which the Jewish 
writers ° thus reconcile; they fuppofe here it, means 
fo many baths of liquid, as the Targum exprefies, 
there of cry meafure, which might be heaped up, 
and fo contain more; but as this was a vefiel for 
water, and'this diftinétion feems to anfwer no pur- 
pofe, it may be better to obferve, that in commion, 
for the ule of the priefts, whether for wafhing their 
hands and feet, or dipping their bodies, it had no 
more than 2000 baths in it, but if filled up to the 
brim, it would hold 3000. How a vefiel of fuch 
dimenfions fhould hold fo much is. difficult to ac- 
count for; the Rabdins fay ‘, that in the two upper 
cubits of it it was circular, and in the three lower 
cubits fquare, by which they imagine it would hold 
more, and the pofition of it on the oxen feems to 
countenance this; but very probable it was wider, 
and bellied out in the lower part of it, and fo more 
capacious ; but of the contents of this, according 
to mathematical rules, fee a treatife of bifhop Cum- 
berlands*. It is faid ¥ of a temple of Neptune’s, 
inthe forepart of it were two figns of him, and 
another of Aimpbytrite, and that was a brazen fea. 
This brazen fea of Solomon was typical of Chrift, 
the fountain opened to wafh in for uncleannefs, by 
all that are made priefts unto God; and this being 
larger than the laver in the tabernacle, may denote 
the greater efficacy of Cbriff’s blood than in any 
thing in the law of Maes, to cleanfe from fin; and 
the larger provifion made for it, not only for 
Yrael, but for all the people of God in the feveral 
nations of the world, in the four quarters of its 
being publithed, and proclaimed, and direéted to 
by the twelve apoftles of Chri, and by all Gofpel- 
minifters fince, fignified by oxen for their laboriouf- 


* Relation of memorable things in the Temple, ch. 4. p. 
Bab. Eruvin, fol. tA. By u Of Scriptureweighte 
five, l. 2. p. 87. 
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nefs and ftrength. In the fecond temple there 
no fea, nor bafes ‘after-mentioned, nor ‘avers, 
one, which ftood between the’ porch and ‘the altar, — 
which was for the priefts to wath. their hands 

feet at *. mo 


Seats, ftands, or fettles for the 10 lav 
‘and four cubits the breadth thereof ; as broad as it 


‘was long, and fo a fquare, that the Javer’ mi 
ftand firm upon it: and three cubits the beighbof it ; 


‘around, like the ftaves of a cart on 


addition, made of thin work, y. 29. they 


at; 
; and meafures 
* Shilte Hagibborim, ¢. 27. fol. 24. 2. ; 
* POM) humeri, Pagninus, Montanys, &ey 
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y. 27. And be made 10 bafes of ee 


mentioned: four cubits was the length of 


from the ground-plates to the furface, that i. 
priefts might be able to reach the Javers, and waf 
their’ facrifices. ~ Re 
y¥. 28. And the work of the bafes was on this 
manner, €c.] The following was the form in 
which they were made ; they bad borders; plates of 
brafs all around them, which inclofed them; and 
the borders were between the ledges; which were. 
thort ftaves or bars of brafs, that ae all 
fide, or 
the rails of a balcony, only in double rows; and 
between thefe were the borders or plates of brafs, _ 
y. 29. And on the borders that were between the 
ledges, were lions, oxen, and cherubims, 8c.) The 
figures of them, for ornament-fake ; the cherubim, 
being diftinguifhed from lions and oxen, might be 
figures of men, or elfe’of eagles, as Fofephus ", fee 
Ezek. i, 10. and upon the ledges there was a baje 
above, a flat piece of brats laid upon the top of the 
{taves or bars; and beneath the lions and oxen were 


— <—_ 1. 


> 


certhin additicns made of thin work; thefe, accord= - 


ing to Dr. Lightfoot*, whom 1 chiefly follow in 
this account, were fhelving plates of ‘brafs at the 
bottom of the borders:and bars, «where the priefts 
watfhed the facrifices; the filth of which ran off the 
eafier, through the flopinefs of them. 7 7” 

¥. 30. And every bafe bad four brazen wheels, and 


plates of brafs, &c.] Flat pieces or planks of brafs, 


on which the wheels ftood, and not on the bare 
floor; fo that thefe wheels feem only to ferve as 
fupporters, not to cafry the Javer from place to 
place, as is ufually faid ; for they were not like 
chariot-wheels, on two fides. of the ‘carriage, bur 
fet one at each fquare; and befides, when the 
lavers were placed upon them, they were fixed in 2 
certain place, y. 39. and the four corners thereof 
had underfetters, or fooulders*, or pillars, which 
were placed on the plates of brafs the wheels were ; 
and ferved with them to fupport the lavers when 
laid upon the bafes, ‘and fo were of the fame ufe as 


mens fhoulders, to bear burdens on them: under 


the laver were underfetters molten; catt as, and 


when and where, the bafes were, and the plates on 
which they ftood; this explains the ule they were 
fioad at 


af iy 
the fide of, or within-fide the floping fhelves. 

¥. 31. And the mouth of it within the chapiter, 
and above, was a cubit, &c.] On the lid of the 
bafe rofe up a leffer/bafe, called the chapiter, whicl 
was circular, like a coronet, as the word f 
the infide of which was hollow, for the } 
of the laver to reft in; this afcended ftr 
half a cubit, and then widening, “UR 
cubit more, and fo in its whole heig 


of, being under the laver ; thefé pillars 


the four corners of the bafe: at the fide 


¥ 


cubit ; the circpit or circumference of whi ch 3 s called — 
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* the mouth of the bafe, into which the feet of the 
laver was fet, the meafure of which is next given : 
but the mouth theréof was round, after the work of the 
bafe, a cubit and an balf; which was either the cir- 
cumference or the diameter of it; one fhould think 
the latter: and alfo upon the mouth of it were gra- 
vings, with their borders, four-/quare, not round ; 
though the mouth was round, the border of it was 
four-fquare, which had figures engraved therecn, 
perhaps the fame as on the other borders, lions, 
oxen, and cherubim. 

y. 32. And under the borders were four wheels, 
&c.] Not under the borders laft mentioned, but 
thofe in ¥. 29. and the axle-trees of the wheels were 
joined to the bafe ; to the four fides of it: and the 
height of a wheel was a cubit and half a cubit ; 
that is, from the plate of brafs on which it ftood, 
to the axis or femicircle of it fo that the hichef 
part of the ring being alfo a cubit and an half; 
reached to the top of -the bafe, it being but’ three 
cubits high, y¥. 27. 

¥. 33. And the work of the wheels was like the 
werk of a chariot-wheel, &c:|, In the fame form 
and fafhion as one of them; the’ Targum is, “ like 
a chariot of glory ;” a fplendid one, curioufly 
wrought; unle{s reference is had in it to the cha- 
riot of Exekiel’s vifion: their axle-trees, and their 
xaves, and their felloes, and their {pokes were all 
molten; caft together when the bafe was. 

¥.34. And there were four underfetters to th 
four corners of one bafe, 8c. ] Or pillars, as in 
¥. 30. avid the underfetters were of the bafe itfelf ; 
they were caft together, and of the fame piece of 
metal with it. 

¥. 35. And in the top of the bafe was there a round 
compa/s of balf a cubtt high, &c.) The fame with 
the chapiter, ¥. 31. which rofe up ftrait half a cu- 
bit, and widening upwards half a cubit more, here 
called the round compafs of it: and on the top 
of the bafe, the ledges thereof, and the borders 
thereof, were of the fame, of the fame piece of 
brafs with the bafe, all being caft together. 

y. 36. For on the plates of the ledges thereof, and 
on the borders thereof, &c.) In this, and the pre- 
ceding verfe, a different word is ufed, tranflated, 
ledges, from that in ¥. 28, 29. the Targum renders 
it axle-trees; as if the axle-trees of the wheels, 
and the borders, circumferences and rings of them 
were meant,_in which were the followings engra- 
vings: it literally fignifies hands or handles ; and 
Procopius Gazeus fays, that the bafes had, in the 
upper part of them, forms of hands holding a 
circle like a crown: he graved cherubims, lions, 
and palm-trees, according to the proportion of every 
one; thefe figures were made as: large as the plates 
of the ledges, and the borders would allow room 
for: and the addition round about; which were 
floping fhelves of brafs around the bafe, ¥. 29. 
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SMe 38. Then made beter lavers of brafs, Bec.) 
There was bur one in the ‘tabernacle of Mojes, and 
what: became of that is not known: fome Fewifh 
writers © fay, it was placed in Su/omon’s temple, and 
thefe lavers, five onthe right, and five on the left 
of it, however, here were enoagh provided. for 
the purpofe forthe priefts to wath their burnt-offer- 
ings in, 2 Chyon. iv. 6. and were typical of the’ 
large provifion made in the blood of Chrift for the : 
cleanfing of his people; whofe works, fervices and 
facrifices, as ‘well as perfons and garments, need 
continual wafhing in that blood; fee Rom: xii. 1. 
Rev. vit. 13. one laver contained 40 baths; and a 
bath, accorditig to bifhop Cumberland *, held feven 
wine-gallons, and two quarts and half a pint: aud» 
every laver was four cubits; that-is, fquare ; this was 
the diameter of it: and upon every of ‘the ten bafes, 
one laver; tor which they were made, even to fet 
the lavers on, and were exactly of the fame méa- 
fure. 

¥. 39. And :he put five bafes on the right fide of 
the houfe, &e | ~ On the fouth fide, which is com=' 
monly ‘underftood; that is, of the courts of the 
priefts, where they were placed for their ufe: and 
Live on the left fide of the hoafe; on the north,:as 
it muft be, if the fouth is.on the right; though 
as the entrance. into the temple was at the eat, 
when a man went in, the’ north mutt ‘be ‘on’ the’ 
right, and the fouth on the left; and this feems to 
be the pofition, by what follows: .and he fet the fea 
on the right fide of the houfe. eaftward over-againft 
the fouth ; and therefore the right fide muft be the 
north, which is ‘oppofite to the fouth ;. the fea 
feems to have ftood north-eaft, which was for the 
priefts to wath in before they entered on divine 
fervice, fee the note on Exod. xxx. 20. hence it 
became cuftomary with the heathens, to wath be- 
fore they performed any religious worfhip*; parti- 
cularly the hands and feet’. © ’- : 

¥. 40. And Hiram made the lavers, and the fho- 
vels, and the bafons, &c.] The lavers are not the 
10 before mentioned, of the make of which an ac- 
count is before givens but thefe, according to Far 
chi and Ben Gerfom, are the fame with the pots, 
y. 45. and fo they are called in 2 Chron. iv. 11. 
the ufe of which, as they fay, was to put the athes 
of the altar into; as the /Zovels,. next mentioned, 
were a fort of beefoms to fweep them off, and the 
bafons were to receive the blood of the facrifices, and 
fprinkle it ; no mention is here made of the altar of 
brafs he made, but is in’2 Chron. iv. 11. nor of 
the flefh-hooks to take the flefh out of the pots, as 
in 2 Chron. iv. 16. fo Hiram made an end of doing 
all the work that be made-king Solomon for the boufe 
of the Lord ; what he undertook, and was employ- 
ed in, he finifhed, which were all works of brafs ; of 
which a recapitulation is made in the following verfes 
to the end of the 45th, where they are faid to be 
thefe were ornamented in like manner. made of bright brafs, free of all drofs and rutt; 

y.37. After this manner he made the ten bafes,| good, as the Targum, even the beft brafs they were 
&c.] This was the form and fafhion’ of them as|made of; the brafs David took from Hadarezer, 
above defcribed: all of them had one éafting, one\1 Chron. xviii. 8. which Fofephus ® too much mag- 
meafure, and one fize, they were: all caft into the | nifes, when he fays it was better than gold: 
fame mould, and were exactly alike in their form,| ¥. 46. Ja the plain of Fericho did the king cof 
. figures and bignefs, and each weighed 2000 ta-| them in the clay-ground, &¢.). Which being thick, 
ents, and the weight of a talent was 93 pounds as the word fignifies, and‘ {tif and clofe, was’ fit 


and upwards, according to Facob Leon?. for fuch a purpole as cafting brafs; of fuch clay, 

oe furnaces: 
+ © Relation of memorable things in the Temple, ¢. 4. p. 21. © Targum, Jarchi; and Kimchi in 2 Chron iv. 6. 
# Scripture-weights and meafures, c. 3. p. 70, 71. ¢ Vid. Virgil. Bucolic. eclog. 8. affer aquam, &c. Aineid. 2. at~ 
treétare nefas, &c. Macrob. Saturnal. 1. 3. c. 1. f Vid Sperling de bapt. Ethnic, p. 88, 89.101. | Antiqu 
1.7., ¢. 5. °§. 3; ‘ rap 
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furnaces of earth ufed to be imade to melt metals| greater degree of fpiritual light in the church of 
in; but here were large things to be caft, as the|Chrif, under the, Gofpel-difpenfation than under 
two pillars, the fea, the 10 lavers, $c. moulds|the law: with the flowers; the figures of flowers, — 
were made in the ground, and fo the melted brafs|fuch as were wrought on the candieftick of Mojes: 
was poured into them, which gave it its different] avd the lamps, which were feven to each candle- — 
forins; this, no doubt, was done by Hiram, tho’ |ftick, and fo muft be in all 70; which may put us — 
faid to be done by the king, becaufe done by hisj\in mind of the 70 difciples of Cbriff, fome of the — 
orders: the place where it was done was a part of|firft lights of the Gofpel-church :; and the tongs of 
the plain of ‘Yericho, which lay between Succoth and\gold,; which were ufed to take the wicks out of the 
Zarthan; Succoth was in the tribe of Gad, on thejoil, and put into the lamps. pe an 
other fide Fordan, Zarthen was near it on this} y. 50. And the bowls, &c.] To keep the oil ; 
fide, in the tribe of Manaffeb, the fame that is cal-|in: and the /nuffers; to trim the Jamps with; tho” 
led Zartanab, ch. iv, 12. and Zaretan, Fob. iii.|fome interpret the word of mufical inftraments, as — 
16. and Zeredathab, 2 Chron. iv. 17. The firft|the Targum, of pfalteries: and the Lafons, which 
cafters of brafs are faid® to be Theodorus and Rha-|were to receive the blood of the facrifices ; and 
cus, both Samians. Ben Gerfom thinks, particularly the blood of thofe — 
y.47. And Solomon left all the vefféls unweighed, |that were brought into the fanctuary, fee Hed. xiii. 
becaufe they were exceeding many, &c.| The veffels|11. there were an hundred of them, 2 Cdron, iv. 
of brafs before mentioned, being fo large, at leaft|8. and the /pocns; which held the incenfé: and the - 
fome of them, and fo numerous ; the Zargum is, |cenfers of pure gold ; with which the coals were car- 
he laid them up, or placed them; he brought!ried from one altar to another, on which the in- 
them from whence they were caft, and put themjcenfe was burnt; not only thofe but all the other 
in the fanctuary without weighing them: neither |veffels were of pure gold: and the hinges of gold, . 
was the weight of the brafs found out or fearched';|\both for the doors of the inner houfe, the moft boly 
it never was enquired into; or, as the Targum, place, and for the doors of the houje, to wit, of the 
there was no end of it, it was fo much, temple; the holy of holies and the holy place, the 
¥. 48. And Solomon made all the veffels that per-|hinges of the doors of each, on which they were 
taineth unto the houfe of the Lord, &c.| ‘That is,jhung, and turned, were of gold; fo grand and 
he ordered them to be made, even all that were magnificent was this edifice, and fo liberal Solomon 
in the tabernacle of Mo/es; all were new made, |in the building of it. 
excepting the ark, mercy-feat, and cherubim: ¢he| y.51. So was ended all the work that king Solo- 
altar of gold; the altar of incenfe, which was made|mon made.for the houfe of the Lord, &c.) Which 
of cedar, covered with gold, ch. vi. 20. hence jhe ordered to be made to be put into it, either for 
called the golden altar, Rev. viii. 3. and the table the ornament of it, or for the ufe and fervice of it ; 
of gold whereupon the foew-bread was ; this includes |all was compleatly finithed in the fpace of feven 
all the tables, for there were ten of them, 2 Chrou.|years: and Solomon had brought in the things which 
iv. 8. where they are faid to be placed, five on the| David bis father had dedicated; had laid up for, 
right-hand, and five on the left; which, accord-|and devoted to the building of the temple, and for 
ing to the Fews *, were not on the right and left of |the fervice of it ; not all, but what was left; what 
the temple, but on the right and left of the table]}was over and above there was a need of ; though 
of Mofes, and which being placed on the north|the Fews commonly fay, that he made ufe of nene 
fide, thefe muft be alfo, Exod. xl. 22. there being|of his father’s, but built it and furnifhed it at his 
more tables in the temple than in the tabernacle,|own expence ; for which reafon he did not begin’to 
may denote the greater provifion of fpiritual food/build as foon as he came to the throne, they fup- 
in the word and ordinances of the Gofpel-church, |pofe, but ftayed four years, until he had laidupa _ 
of which the temple was a figure, than under the|fufficiency of his own to defray the expence of it ; 
legal difpenfation. ’ but it is certain he made ufe of the bras his father 
¥. 49. And the candlefticks of pure gold, five on|referved for this. work, fee 1 Chron. xviii. 8. and 
the right fide, and five ow the left, before the cracle,\which, perhaps it may be faid, is the reafon it is 
&c.]_ Thefe ftood in the holy-place, where the|not mentioned here as laid up: even the filver, and 
fhew-bread tables did, right before the holy of ho-| she gold, and the veffels did be put among the treafures 
lies; there were ten of thefe as of them, which |of the houfe of the Lord; he did not convert them 
were placed, as the fame Fewi/h writers fay, not on|to his own ufe, but laid them up in the treafury of. 
the right and left of the temple, but on the right the fanctuary, for the purchafe of facrifices, the 
and left of Mo/es’s candleftick, which ftood on the repair of the houfe in future time, &e, 
fouth fide, Exod. xl. 24.. thefe may denote the 
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T HI Ss chapter gives an account of the intro-! account, by Jjraelites or ftrangers, might be accepted ; 
duction of the ark into the temple, ¥. 1—g.'by the Lord, y. 22—s3. and of his blefling the 
of the glory of the Lord filling it, ¥. 10,11. of people of J/rae/ at the clofe of it, with fome ufeful 
a fpeech Solomon made to the people concerning | exhortations, ¥. 54—61. and of the great number 
the building of the temple, and how he came to | of facrifices offered up by him, and the jeaft hemade' 
be engaged init, ¥. 12—21. of a prayer of his he|for the people, upon which he difmified them, ¥, al 
put up on this occafion, requefting, that what fup-|62—66. 4 
plications foever were made at any time, or on any | 
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¥.1. Then Solomon affembled the elders of Ifrael,| y.4. And they brought up the ark of the Lord, : 
&c.] The judges in the feveral cities, or fena-]&c.] From the city of David to the temple: and 
tors of the great Sanbedrim, as others; though it}the tabernacle of the congregation; not the tent 
is a queftion whether as yet there was fuch a court :| David made for the ark, though that might be 
and all the beads of the tribes; the princes of the|brought alfo, but the ¢abernacle of Mo/es; which 
12 tribes : the chief of the fathers of the children of\had been many years at Gibeon ; but now removed 
J/rael ; the ptincipal men of the ancient families}to Zion, and from thence to the temple; where it 
in every tribe: uato king Solomon in Ferufalem ;\was laid up, as having been a facred thing; that 
thefe he fummoned together to himfelf there where]it might not be put to common or {uperttitious 
the temple was built : bat they might bring up the\ufes, and to prevent the being of more places than 
ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of Da-\one for worthip: and all the holy veffels that were in 
vidy which is Zion, whither David brought it,| the tabernacle ; as the candleftick, fhew-bread-table, 
when he had taken that fort, fo called, and dwelt|incenfe-altar, (ce. even thofe did the priefts and the 
in it; and from this mountain Solcmon propofed|Levites bring up; fome brought one, and fome 
to bring it up to the temple on a higher mountain, |another ; the priefts brought the ark; and the Le- 
Moriah, not far from one another. vites the veffels. ’ 

y. 2. And all the men of Ifrael affembled them-\ y.5. And king Solomon, and ail the congregation 
Selves unto king Solomon at the feaft, &c.] Not of|of J/rael, that were affembled together, &c..) On 
tabernacles, as the Targum on 2 Chron.v. 3. and|this folemn occafion: were with him before the ark ; 
fo Farchi; though that was in the fame month|whilft it was in the court of. the priefts, before it 
next mentioned, and began on the 15th of it, and|was carried) into the moft holy place: /acrijicing, 
held feven days; wherefore this muft be the feaft|/beep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbred 
of the dedication of the temple, and which was|for multitude ; the phrale feems to be hyperbolical, 
kept before that ; fince both lafted 14 days, and the]}and defigned to denote a great number. 
people were difmiffed on the 23d of the month;| y. 6. And the priefis brought in the ark of the 
now not only the above principal perfons convened, | covenant of the Lord unto his place, &c. |. De- 
but a vaft number of the common people got to-|{tined for it, the like to which it had in the taber- 
gether, to fee the folemnity of removing the ark,|nacle: into the oracle of the boufe, to the mofi holy 
and of dedicating the temple, and to attend the|place; that part of the houfe where the divine ora- 
feaft of it, and the more, fince in a few days was|cle was, the holy of holies; for though iato it 
the time for all the males in J/rael to appear there :|none but the high-prieft might enter, and he, but 
in the month Ethanim, which is the 7th month; it\once a year ; yet in cafe of neceffity, as for the 
was, as the Targum fays, originally the firft month;|repair of it, which the ews * gather. from hence, 
but upon the children of Jrael coming out of|other priefts might enter, as was the cafe now; an 
Egypt in 4b or Nifan, that became the firft month,|high-prieft could not carry in the ark himfelf, and 
and this was the 7th from that; and is the fame|therefore it was neceflary to employ others; and 
with 7i/7i, which anfwers to part of September,|befides, as yet the divine majefty had not taken 
and part of Oé?ober, here called Ethanim;, which|up his refidence in it:,even under the wings of the 
fome render the month of the ancients, others of|cherubim; the large ones which Solomon had made, 
ftrong ones; either becaufe of the many feafts}ch. vi. 23. not thofe of Mo/es. ia 
that were in it, as fome fay; or becaufe it was} y.7. For the cherubim Jpread forth their two 
the time of ingathering all the increafe and fruits| wings over the place of the ark, &c.| The moft 
of the earth, which ftrengthen and fupport man’s|holy place where the ark ftood, even from wall to 
life ; or rather of wever-failing, i. e. waters, fhowers|wall:.and the cherubim covered the ark, and the 
falling in this month, and the rivers full of water’;|/taves thereof above fo that neither could be feen. 
fo September is feptimus imber, according to [fdore”,| y. 8. And they drew out the flaves, &c.] Not 
and the three following months are alike derived ;}made them larger, as Ben Gerfom, than thofe in 
this, by the Egyptians was called J heuth, and was with|the tabernacle of Mo/es, this place being larger 
them the firft monthin the year"; fo Porphyry fays°,\than that; nor did they draw them wholly out, 
with the Egyptians the beginning of the year was{and lay them up in the fanctuary, there being no 
not Aquarius, as with the Romans, but Cancer; and|farther ufe for them, the ark having now a fixed 
fo the month of September was the firlt with the|place, and not to be removed ; which. would have 
Ethiopians, and with moft people’; though with|been contrary to Exed. xxv. 15. but they drew 
the Chinefe about the middle of Aquarius’. Now,|them out fome little way : that the ends of the fiaves 
though the temple was finifhed in the 8th month,|were /een out in the holy place before the oracle 5 not 
ch. vi. 38. it was not dedicated until the 7th inJin that’ part of the temple commonly called the 
the following year; it required time to finifh thejholy place, in diftinction from the moft holy, for 
utenfils and veffels, and put them in their proper|that feems to be denied in the next claufe; nor 
place, and for the drying of the walls, &c. could they be feen there, fince there was a wall 

y. 3. And all the elders of Irael came, &c. ]\and a vail between them; though fome think they 
To Zion, the city of David: and the priefts took up| might be feen when the door was opened, and the 
the ark from thence; in 2 Chron. v. 4. it is faid|veil turned afide; and thefe alfo pufhing againft 
the Levites did it, whofe bufinefs it was, Deut.|the veil, might be feen prominent, like the breafts 
xxxi. 25. and fo the priefts might be called; forlof a woman under a covering, as the ews exprefs 
every prieft was a Levite, though every Levite waslit ; but the fenfe is, that the ends of thefe were 
not a prieft, and the priefts did at all times bear}feen out of the ark from under the wings of the 
the ark; fee Yof. iii. 15. and vi. 4. 2 Sam. xv.|cherubim, being a little drawn, in that part of the 
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29. moft holy place, which is before the oracle or 

mercy- 

! Vid. Hackman. precidan. facr, p. 130, 131. ™ Origin. I. 5. ¢. 33, » La@ant, de falf. relig. 1. r. c. 6. 

* De antro nymph. prope finem. P Ludo f. Lexic. Ethiopic. p. 65. & Hift, Ethiop. l. 3. ¢. 6. 2 Julian, Opera, 

par. 1. Orat. 4. p. 290, 291. _¥ Martin, Sinic, Hit, la. p. 22. * Vid. Maimon, Hilchot Bethhabechirah, 
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mercy-feat: and they were not feen without, neither 
quite out of the ark, nor without the moft holy 
place, nor in the holy places but were only feen by 
the high-prieft when he went in on the day of atone- 
ment, and ferved as a direction to him to go be- 
tween them before the ark, and there ‘perform his 
work *; which, through the darknefs of the place, 
and the ark being covered with the wings of the 


cherubim, he could not otherwife difcern the exact|temple dedicated to Fupiter Scotitas, or the dark; ? 
as Paufanias” relatés ; and the van e 
and’ 


place where it ftood : and there they are unto this 
day; when the writer of this book lived, even in 
the fame fituation. SG 

y. 9. There was nothing tn the ark, fave the two 
tables of flone which Mofes put theré at Horeb,&c | 
That is, there were no other writings ; or, as Ben 
Gerfom fays, no other part of the law, but the de- 
calogue ; otherwife he obferves there were: in it 
Aarons rod and the pot of manna, according to 
Heb. ix. 4. though the particle there may be ren- 
dered at, or with, or by, fee the notes there’; and 
fo they might be not within it, but in fome «place 
on the fides of it, fee Deut. xxxi. 26) when the 
Lord made a covenant with the children of Tfrael, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt; about two 
months after. ; 

y. 10. And it came to pafs when the priefts were 
come out of the holy place, &c.| The moft holy 
place, having fet up the ark of the Lord there, 
who were all fanctified that were there, and did not 


wait by courfe as at other times, fee 2 Chron. v.11. |dylon. 


where, in ¥. 12, 13. it is faid, that at this time, 


EEN SI 


‘ 


manner , the Farguin is, “ihe Lord is p 


rufalem,” inthe temple there.’ This was in 
by the heathens; hence the Lacedemonidns had a 


this-day ‘affect darkhefs in_ their’ temples}. ud 


very careful that ‘no light enter into them bur-by® 
the door, which is commonly {trait and low,vand” 
by little crevices inthe windows”, 10 


¥. £3. I have furely built thee an houfe’ to dwell 


in, &c.] Turning himfelf from the priefts’ and~ 


people, he quieted with a few words) he addrefied 


the Lord ; having built an houfe for him, for his © 


worfhip and’ glory, with this view, that he might 
dwell in it, he was now, by the above token) folly: 
affured it would be an habitation for him: “@ fee 


tled place’ for thee to ubide'in for ever ; whichis obs 


ferved in diftinétion from the tabernacle of Mofes, 4" 
which was often removed from ‘place“to place, 


Ch. vith F 9416.) 
dote the darknefs ofthe former difperifition } re- 
ference thay be had- to Lev. xvi. 2. or rather 

as now faid by the Lord; that is, it appe 
be his’refolution and determination to dwe 


caufe hisShaltinal or divine majefty to” dvwell-in Fox a 


, 


otherwife this did not continue for ever’; though So= 


lomon might hope it would), at leaft unto the times’ 
of the Meffiah ; and indeed fuch a building 6n'this’ 
fpot, for fuch ufe, did.continue fo long, excepe) 
ing the interval of the 70 years captivity im Ba~ 


yy. 14. Aid the king turned bis face about, &e] 


the Levites, who were’ fingers of the families of|He was before the altar, ys 22. with his face to° 


Afaph, Heman, and Feduthun, arrayed in fine linen, 
with their mufical inftruments in their hands, ftood 
at the eaft end of the altar of burnt-offering, and 
120 priefts blowing their trumpets, praifed the 
Lord together with one found, declaring his good- 
nefs and his mercy, whieh endure for ever: and 
then it was that the cloud filled the houfe of the Lord; 
the whole temple, both the holy of holies and the 
holy place, and the court of the priefts ; fo that it 
was vifible to all, and was a token of the divine 
prefence of God, of his taking poffeffion of his 
houfe, and of his taking up his refidence in it. 

y. 11. So that the'priefts could not fland to mi- 
nifter, becaufe of the cloud, &c.) Either through 


the darknefs it firft caufed, or through the light} 


that broke out of it, which was dazzling to them, 
or through the terror it ftruck their minds with ; 
they could neither minifter in ‘the holy place, by 
offering incenfe there; and as for the moft holy 
place, none but the ‘high-prieft could minifter 
there, and that on one day only ; nor in the court 
of the priefts, at the altar of burnt-offerings : for! 


that firft; and looking towards the holy, and the 
moft holy place, filled with the cloud andglory; and 
now he turned himfelf and ftood with the-altar bes 


hind him, and looking ‘to the court of the peoples 


and bleffed all the congregation of I/rael; either blef? 
fed the Lord before'them, or prayed for bleffings 
for them, or congratulated them upon the Lord’s 
taking up his refidence ia the temple, which was ~ 
fo great an honour and favour to them: and a 
the congregation of Ifrael flood; ready to receive 
the king’s bleffing, and in hanour of him, and 
reverence to the divine Being. The Jews fay, none 
might fit in the court but the kings of the houfe 
of David. Ae | 


¥ 15. And be feid, bleffed be the Lord God of — 


Vrael, &c.] All praife and glory, honour and 


bleffing be afcribed to the Lord; who had 4freth - 


fhown himfelf ‘to be Jrae!’s Covenant-God, by 
taking up his refidence among them in the témple 
he had filled with his glory : which /pake with bis 


the glory of the Lord bad filled the boufe of the Lord;|have a fon that fhould build an houf for ice 
a bright and glorious ftream came forth from the} and which he had by his power and providene 
cloud, and fpread itfelf all over the houfe, andj faithfully performed ; or rather which {pake con- 


then took up its abode in the moft holy place as in| cerning David, fo Noldius* , for God did not {peak 
4. fee Ezek, xhiii, 2.| with his mouth to David, but to 
| faying 5 as follows, « 


the tabernacle, Exod. xl. 3 


43 5: 

y.12. And then {pake Solomon, &c.] Perceiv- 
ing by this fymbol that the Lord was come into 
his houfe, to take up his dwelling in it, and fee- 
ing the priefts and people in confternation at it, 
fpake the following words to their comfort : the 
Lord faid that be would dwell in the thick darkne/s ; 
and now was fulfilling his promife, and therefore 
to be confidered not as a tokén of his difpleafure, 
but of his gracious prefence; this was done for 
the greater awe of the divine’ Majefty, and to de- 


t Vid. Mifn. Yoma, c. 5. §. 1. 
Indians and Jews, art. 5. p. 35. 


« Laconica, five, 1. 


-Trael out of Egypt, &c | Which was now at 


tT 7B. 
* Ebr. Concord. Part. p. 117. N°. 596. 


ny Beple 


y.16. Since the day that I brought forth 


years ago; fee ch. vi. 1, 38. and viti. 2. L¢hofel 

city out of all the tribes of Ifrael to build an boufe, 
that my name might be therein; he had choien 

in his mind from all eternity ; but he ot 
made known this choice, nor the place he ha 
chofen; he gave hints by Mo/es, that there was 
place which he fhould chufe, or declare he h 


chofen to put his name in, but did not exprefs o fa. 


3. Pp Agreement of cuftoms betw 
So Sept. 


ie 


mouth to David my father, and hath with bis band — 
fulfilled it ; who gracioufly promifed him he fhould 


Nathan, ‘of himis. » 


oy ole. Soe lt ae | 
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Deut. xii. 5, 11. but now it was a clear Cafe, that 
he had chofen Ferufalem, and that was the city he 
always had in view, fee 2 Chron. vi. 6. but 1 chofe 
David to be over my people Ifrael ; to be their king, 
and to him he gave the firft hint of the place where 
the temple was to be built, 1 Chron. xxii. 1. and 
he chofe no man, and his family with him, before 
him, to rule over //rae/, and be concerned in fuch 
a work, fee 2 Chron. vi. 5. 

¥. 17. And it was in the heart of David my father, 
&c.]+ His mind was difpofed to it, his heart was 
fet'upon? it, he had taken up a refolution: 
an boufe for the name of the Lord God of Ifracl; for 
his worfhip and fervice, for his honour and glory, 
2 Sam. vii. 3. 

¥.18. And the Lord faid-unto David my father, 
&c.| By Nathan the prophet: Whereas it was in 
well that 1t was in tine heart, his defign was good, 
and {fo far it was acceptable to the Lord, that he 
thought of fuch\a thing, though it was not. his 
pleature that he fhould do it, as follows. 

¥. 19. Neverthele/s, thou (halt not build the bouje, 
&c.] Which is implied in the queftion in 2 Sam, 
vii. 5. but thy fon that hall come forth out of thy 
loins, Be foall build the houfe unto my name, which is 
expreffed in 2 Sam. vii. 12; 13. 

y¥. 20. And the Lord hath performed his word that 


‘to build) fore thee with all their heart ; 


OGi 

¥. 23. And be faid,*Lord God of Irae, &c.] 
Their covenant-God and Father, whereby he was 
diftinguifhed from all the Gods of the Gentiles : 
there is uo Géd like thee, in heaven above, or on earth 
beneath; none among the angels in heaven, nor 
among kings and civil magiftrates on earth, who 
both are fometimes called Elobim, gods ; but. only 
in a figurative fenfe, and not to be compared with 
the one only true God, for the perfection of his 
nature; or the works of his hands: who keepeff 
covenant and mercy with thy fervants that walk be- 
performs his promifes, 
by which he both declares his mercy or goodnefs, 
and his faithfulnels to fach who walk before him in 
his ways, and according to his word, in the fincerity 
and uprightnefs of their hearts. 

¥. 24. Who haft kept with thy fervant David my 


thine heart to build an houfe unto my name, thou didft\ father that thou promifed? him, &c.) Concerning 


a fon, his fucceffor, and the buflder of the temple : 
thou [pakeft alfo with thy mouth, and haft fulfilled it 
with thine hand, as it is this day, the temple being 
now finifhed by him, fee y. 15, 

¥. 25. Therefore now, Lord God of Ifrael, keep 
with thy fervant David my father that thou pro- 
mifedft him, &c.] That as he had fulfilled one 
part of his promife refpecting himfelf, his imme- 
diate fucceffor, fo that he would fulfil the other 
refpecting his more remote offspring : _/aying, There 


he /pake; &c.} To Duvid, concerning ‘his fon’s|/ball not fail thee a man in my fight, to fit on the 


building the temple: and Iam rifen up in the room 
of David my father, and fit on the throne of Irael, 
as the Lord promifed; facceeded him in the king- 
dom: and have built an houfe for the name of the 
Lord God of Ifrael, the temple he had now finifh- 
ed; and thus the promife to David was punctually 
fulfilled, that he fhould havea fon that fhould fuc- 
eced him in the throne, and build the houfe of the 
Lord. , 

yi ar. And Ihave fet there a place for the ark, 
&e.} The moft holy place: wherein is the cove- 
nant of the Lord; the two tables of ftone, on which 
were the ‘covenant of the Lord, as the Targum: 
which he made with our fathers, when be brought 
them out of the land of Egypt; asin ¥. 9. © 

- ¥. 22% And Solomon ftood before the altar of the 
Lord, &e }. ‘The altar of the burnt-offering in the 
court of the priefts, where he prayed the following 
prayer ; and which altar was typical of Chri/?, who 
is always to “be an fight in prayer, and through 
whom all facrifices of prayer and praife become ac- 
ceptable to God. In 2 Chron. vi. +13, he is faid to 
tard upon a feaffold of" brafs, five ‘cubits long, 
five broad, and ‘three high,’ which ftood in the 
midft of the court; it was 4 fort Of a pulpit, round, 
as a lavee, for which the word is fometimes ufed, 
and on which he kneeled = -in the prefence of all the 


congregaticn of Ifrael, who ftood in the great conrt’ 


before kim, called the court of Drael: and fpread 
Jorth bis bands toward heaven; and hence it ap- 
ars, that though So/omon ftood before the altar, 
he did not lay hold on i with his hands, as the 
heathens did when they prayed ; for they fay’, 
that prayer alone does not appeafe the deity, ‘ unlefs 
he that prays alfo lays hold on the altar with his 
hands; hence altars at-firft, as we are‘told*, were 
called anfe; and lifting up or fpreading the hands 
towards heaven was a proper gefture with t 
Greeks'and Romans *. i 


wet 


+ 


y Macrob, Saturnal. 1.3. c. 2. Vid. Sperlitg. de baptifm. Pthnic. c. 6. p, 103. 


throne of I/rael; one of David’s pofterity to inherit 
his throne and kingdom, but with this provifo: 
fo that thy children take heed to their way; in what 
way they walk, and how they walk in it: that 
they walk before me as thou bajft walked before me ; 
meaning as David walked, fee Pf. cxxxii. t1, 12. 

¥. 26. And now, O God of Ifrael, let thy word, 
I pray thee, be verified, &c.] Truly made good, 
and punctually performed: which thou fpakeft unte 
thy fervant David my father, the fame requeft in 
other words, repeated to thew his ardent and vehe- 
ment defire to have it fulfilled. 

¥. 27. But will God indeed dwell on the earth 2 
&c.] Is it true ? can any credit be given to it ? 
who could ever have thought it, that fo great and 
glorious ‘a Being, who inhabits eternity, dwells in 
the higheft heavens, fhould ever condefcend to 
dwell on earth * fuch was the amazing condefcen-_ 
fion of Chrift, the Son of God, to tabernacle in 
human nature with men on earth, to which So/o- 
mon perhaps might have refpect; his temple being 
the figure of his body, in which the Godhead 
dwells, Fobnii. 19. Col. ii. g. fee Fobn i, 14. be- 
hold, the beaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain thee, not only the vifible heavens, but the 
third heaven, where the throne of God is, and is 
the habitation of angels and faints ; though there 
God makes the moft glorious difplays of himfelf, yet 
he is fo immenfe and infinite, that he is not to be 
comprehended and circumf{cribed in any place what- 
ever: how much lefs this boufe that I have builded 2 
though temples built for idols contain them, and 
are large enough, yet Solomon had no notion, when 
he built his temple, though it was for the name of 
God, that he was reftrained to it, but dwelt every 
where, filling heaven and earth with his pre- 
fence. 


he|| y. 28: Yet have thou refped to the prayer of thy 


God, 


fervant, and to bis Jupplication, O Lord my ae 
a Ci 


Varro rer; dayin, 1. 5. apud ib, 


3 : 
® Homer. Iliad, 3... 275. & 6. ¥. 301. Vid. Barth, Animadv. ad ‘Claudian. in Rufin, 1. 2. ¥. 205. 
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&c.] Meaning him(elf, who, though a king, ac- 


knowledged himfelf, and efteemed it an honour to 
be the fervant of the Lord, and who was alfo an 


humble fuppliant of his, and defired his prayers, 


and fupplications might be attended to: fo bearken 
unto the cry, and to the prayer which thy fervant 
prayeth before thee this day; the particulars of which 
follow. 

y. 29. That thine eyes may be open towards this 
houfe night and day, &c.] That is, to the people 
that pray in it, as they are to his righteous ones, 


lL KINGS. Ch.viiiy.29—36, 


crates ° and Hannibal * thew, and others Grofius 
refers to ;. yea, they alfo laid hold on the altar; at — 
leaft touched it when they {wore ‘, to give the 
greater fanction to the oath. ee 

¥. 32. Then hear thou in beaven, 8ec.}\ When, 
the injured perfon makes fupplication to-have juf- 
tice done him: and do, and judge thy servants; 
contending with one another, the one affirming, - 
the other denying : condemning the wicked, by bring= | 
ing bis way upon his bead, inflicting upon the 
punifhment imprecated by him,in his oath: am 


Pf, xxxiii. 15. even towards the place of which |juftifying the righteous, to give him according to bis 


thon-haft faid, my name foall be there , there fhould 
be fome difplays of his prefence, power and pro- 
vidence, of his goodnefs, grace and mercy: ¢dat 
thou mayeft hearken unto the prayer which thy fer- 
vant foall make towards this place; not only to 
what he fhould make in it, but to what he fhould 
make in his own houfe, with his face directed to- 
wards this, as would be, and was the practice of 
good people in after-times, yea even when the 
temple lay in ruins; fee Daa, vi. 10. figuring the 
refpect gracious fouls have to Chrift by faith in 
their prayers, in whom the Godhead dwells bodily, 
fee Fer. ii. 4. and it is obfervable, according toa 
Fewifo canon», one at a diftance, in another Jand, 
was not only to turn his face to the land of J/rael; 
but direct his heart to Feru/alem, and the temple, 
and the holy of holies ; and if in the land, to e- 
rifelem, Sc. and if in Ferufalem, not only to the 
temple, and holy of holies, but if behind the 
mercy-feat, he was to turn his face to it; which was 
a fymbol of Chrift, the propitiatory and throne of 


righteoufnefs ; by making it appear that his caufe 
is juft. - yes eae. 
XY. 33. When thy people Ifrael fall be fmitten 
down befare the enemy, &c.} Beaten. and routed, — 
many flain, and others carried captive er shad 
been their cafe, and might be again, and:was, tho” — 
now atime of peace: Acaufe they have againft 
thee ; which always was the reafon of their’ t 
given up into the hands of their enemies? 
foall turn again to thee, to thy worfhip, as the 
Targum, having fallen into idolatry, which was ge- 
nerally the cafe when. they fell before their ene+ 
mies: and confe/s thy name, own him to be the — 
true God, acknowledge his juftice in their punith-_ 
ment, confefs their fin, repent of it, and give him, 
glory : aud pray and make fupplication unto thee in 
this houfe; not the captives, unlefs it fhould be’ 
rendered, as it may, toward this boufe’ 5 but thofe 
that efcaped, or their brethren that went not out to 
battle, who fhould pray for them here. a 
_¥. 34. ben hear thou in heaven, and forgive the. 


grace, to be looked unto by faith, Rom, iil. 25. |/inof thy people Lrael, &c.] It being not perfonal 


1 Jown ii. 2. Heb. iv. 16. — 

y. 30.. And bearken.thou to the fupplication of thy 
fervant, and of thy people Ijrael, when they fhall 
pray towards this place, &c.|] Not only he defires 
his prayers might be heard, but thofe of the. peo- 
ple of J/rael, then, and at all times in fucceeding 
ages, whenéver they fhould look towards the tem- 
ple, and to him. that was typified by it; to whofe 
blood, righteoufnefs, facrifice and mediation, the 
acceptance of prayers with God is to be alcribed: 
and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place; for 
though he condefcended to take up his refidence in 
the temple, yet.his more proper and more glorious 
dwelling was if heaven, and from whence_not- 
withftanding the diftance of it, he could hear. the 
prayers of his people, and does: and when. thou 
heareft, forgive, manifett_and apply pardoning 
grace and mercy on account of fins confeffed, and 
repented of ; or remove calamities and, diftrefles 
on account of fin, which fometimes is meant, and 


but public fins, which would be the caufe of fuch 
a calamity: and bring them again unto the land 
which thou gaveft unto their fathers; as Wad ‘been: 
often their cafe in the time of the judges. 

¥. 35. When heaven is fout up, 8c.) As it may 
be faid to be when the.air is quite ferene, and nota 
cloud init: aud there.7s no rain; in, its feafon, 
neither the former nor the latter, as i¢ was in the 
times of Elijah: because they have finned againft thee; 
want of rain was threatened in cafe of fin, and! was. 
always the effect..of ity Lev. xxvi.s19, 20% Deut. 
XXVill. 23, 24. if they pray towards. this places in 
any part of the country where they. were; for it 
fometimes rained on one city, and ‘not onm:another,, 
Amos iv. 7. and confe/s thy names own;his power. 
and his providence, and the juftnef& of his dealings, 
with them : and. turn from their fin, when thou af) 
Slicteft them, their affliction. being made ufeful, co) 
bring them to a fenfe of their fin, and co repentance! 
for it,. and reformation from its:or,-ehen thom 


frequently im this prayer, by the forgivenels of| bearef or anfweref them*; {fo the Targum, te~. 


fin. 


7.al If any man trefpafs againft his neighbour,| to repentance... - 
&c¢.] By being unfaithful in a truft committed to] 


ceiveft their prayer ; thus the goodnefs of God leads, 
, 11S ceees rnin ; 


¥..36. Then bear thou in beavewgitiad 


him, or the like: aid an oath be laid upon .bim|\ fin of thy fervants, and of thy people Ijrael, 8ee.}, 


to caufe. him to fwear; he denying that ever any 
thing was committed to his truft, and there being 
no witneffés of it, the judge obliges him to take 
anoath he never had tiny; and the oath come. be- 
fore thine altar in this houfe ; where it was taken, 
as in the prefence of God, and as appealing to 
him: hence in corrupt times they came to fwear 
by the altar, Matt, xxii, 29, and fo the heathens 
ufed to take their oaths in the temples of their 
gods, and at theirlaltars, as the inftances of Calii- 


by removing the judgment of dro 

that thou teach them the good way. bhey. 

walk, the way of worfhip and duty preferibed: by) 

the Lord,. which was, good in itfelf,., 

them, good things being enjoyed: by them: that! 

walk therein ; and this the Lord a 

by afflictions, as well.as by his words but 5% 
=z 


ever he does it, it, is. by his fpirit, er : 
tions are bleflings, P/. xciv. rz. fee"2 ; 
27. where the fame phrafe is differently rendered: 


tu | 


P J a ‘ “*, 4 o~ re : am of Wi ny: te OO Ved oe . 
© Schulchan Arach, par, 1. 6.94. $14 * Cornel Nep. vite Dion. 1. 6. «. 8 4 1b, Hatmibat. 
g. 4, , © Vid. Lydii Differ. 4 Jurament, ¢.4. §. 7+ * So Pool and Patrick. F4 95) cum exau= 
dieris eos, Vatablus, 47 Sw lelen bia i caerky : 


« 


. 


“there be caterpillar , creatures very pernicious to the 


_ only ‘to Gods it is his ‘prerogative to knew the 


‘their affliction, and beftowing his bleffings on 


we 


~' , ‘ 
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sand give rain upon thy land which thou baft given to | 
thy people for an inheritance as he did at the prayer 
of Liijah, James v. 18. 

¥, 37. If there be in the land famine, &c.) 
Through want of rain, or any other caufe, as there 
had been a three years famine in the time of David, 
and it is fuppofed ir might be again, though Ca- 
naan was a land flowing with milk and honey : “if 
there be peftilence; as there had been, for David's 
numbering the people : d/afting ; or blights, occa- 
fioned by the eaft-wind : mildew; akind of clammy 
dew, which falling on plants, corn, €c. corrupts 
and. deftroys them, fee Amos iv. 9. locuft, or if 


divine gift, and which they sheld. by the tenute of 
their obedience, J/ i, 1.9. 

¥. 413. Moreover, concerning a ftranger that is 
not of thy people. Ifrael, 8c] One. of sanother 
country, not belonging to any of the tribes of 
I/rael, yet having fome knowledge of, and difpo- 
fition to; the.true worthip of God: due cémeth out 
of a far country for thy names fake; as the Ethiopian 
eunuch did, to pray to him;  worthip him, and 
offer fuch facrifices.as were allowed a Gentile to do, 
Lev. xxii. 18, led thereunto-by. the fame of him, 
as follows. Take 

¥. 42. (For they foal] bear of thy great. same; 
&c.] Of his great name, \Febovah ; of him as the 
eternal, immutable, and felf-exiftent beings of the 
perfections of his nature, as difplayed in. his mighty 
works: and of thy firong hand, and. of thy ftretched 
out arms) which had done formerly fuch mighty 
works in Egypt, at the Red Sea; in thewildernefs, 
in the land of Cangans\in\ the times of David, and 
ftill under the reign of Solomon,..and even:in future 
ages, befides the works of. creation «and providence 
in general ;, when he fhall come\and pray towards this 
houfe; not being admitted into it, only into a 
court,. which in after-times was called the court of 
the Gentiles, fee Ads xxi. 10. 

¥. 43, Hear, thon in heaven thy dwelling-place, 
&c,].. The prayer of the ftranger : and do accord- 
ing to all that the firanger\ calleth-to thee for y which 
were confiftent,with the willef God and-his glory, 
and for the good-of thedftranger ;, this is moré-ab- 
folutely and unconditionally exprefied than ‘the. re- 
quefts for the Lraelites y ityis not -defired that he 
would do, by them, accerdine to their ways; andif 
they turned from their fins, or knew the plague of 
their hearts.; the reafon of which is fuppofed to:be, 
becaufe the Jraelites knew the will of God, when 
the ftrangers did not; and ‘therefore it is defired 
that, notwithftanding.. their ignorance, and their 
non-compliance with the divine will, through that, 
they might be heard and anfwered : that ail people 
of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as do 
thy people Ifrael; might: know: him to be a God, 
hearing and an{wering, prayer, forgiving fin, and 
beftowing favours, whichomight Jead them to fear 
him and his goodnefs, as J/rael did s and that they 
may know that. this houje which Khave builded, is 
called by thy name ;~that-he dwelt init, granted his 
prefence, \heard, and received: the -fupplications of 
men,, anfwered their requefts, and accepted of their 
facrifices here.” Solomon feenis' to “have had:know- 
ledge of- the calling of the Gevtilés,.and to defire 
Mesa Tfithy people ga. tutto battle ogainft their 
enemy, &%0,} Ina foreign: country, threatening to 
invade them,|.or: having, itrefpafiéd on_their -bor- 
ders, orfome way -orotlersinfrineéd! ond their li- 
berties and privilegessand forgiven them. juft oc- 
cafion.to gato war withstheth : -wbitherfoever thou 
foalt; fend. them; > this, cafe fuppofes their! atking 
counfel of God,, or -Heving'a “direction and com- 
miffion.from him by a prophet, or fome-otherway, 
to engage in war with the enemy :) andi shall pray 
unto the Lord toward the city which thou bafchofen, 
andtoward-the houféd \have built for thy-aaine ; for 
notwith{tanding the guftnefs.of their caufe, and ha- 
ving-a.warrant from*God to.go to war, yet they 
were to pray to.hiny for fuccefs when ata diftance, 
even in\a. foreign land, and” abour to engage the 


fruits of the earth, and caufe a ftarcity of them, 
fee Foel i. 4. if their enemy befiege them in the land of 
their cities; fo that they cannot go out to gather 
the increafe of the earth, or till their land: what- 
foever plague, whatfoever fickne/s there be; what- 
ever {troke from the hand of God, or what judg- 
ment or calamity foever befalls. 

¥. 38. What prayer and fupplication foever, &c.] 
On account of any of the above things, or any 
other: de made by any man, or by all thy people 
Ifrael y by a private man, for fuch an one might 
go to the temple and pray by himéfelf, fee Luke 
xvii. 10, 11. Or by the public congregation : 
which foall know evtry man the plague of bis own 
heart; be fenfibleof his fin as the caufeof his 
diftrels, and own it, though ever {6 privately com- 
mitted, which none knows but God and his own 
heart ; and which: may ‘be* only ‘an heart-fin, not 
actually committed 5 as all'fin is originally in. the 
heart, and {prings from it,. that is the fource of all 
Wickednefs; it may refpect the corruption of nature, 
indwelling ‘fin, which truly deferves this. name, 
and which every good man is led to obferve, con- 
fefs, and’ bewail,: Pf lis'4)'5.° In 2 Chron. vir-20. 
it is, fhall know his own fore and’ his owt’ grief ; 
what particularly affects him,’ and gives him pain 
and forrow, as every man beft knows his own af- 
fiction and trouble, and*fo can \beft reprefent. his 
own cafe'té the Lord: and fpread forth his bands 
towards this boufe ; pray with his face towards it, 
and: his "hands: fpread* out, ‘a prayer-gelture, and 
what was.now ufed by- Salomon, y,22.> a 
Sox 300. Phen hear thou in heaven thy dwelling- 
place, éce.} « Which. was more properly’ fo \than | 
this) Solomon had built, and’ the Lord. had; taken 
pofleffion' of : aad forgive, remove the calamity 
and'dittrefs, be it what it may: and do, and give 
to every mon according to'his ways, whofe heart thou 
knowe/? }- that his prayer 18-Cordial and fincere, his 
confeffion’ and repentance ‘genuine, and that he Is 
truly fenfible of his fin, and -forry’ for ir, and is: 
pure in his intentions and refolutions, through a 
Vine grace; to depart from ic for the future: (for 
thou, even thou only knoweft the bearts of all the 
children of men,) he knows, all men, ‘the hearts-of 
them all, whac is in them, wWhdt.comes out of’ 
them, and fs according to'thém ; omnifciencebelongs 


heart and fearch the rein’, fee “Fer. xvii. 9, ov; 
© 40. That they may fear thee, &c,).) For his 
goodne(s-fake’ in hearing their prayer, removing 


them, particularly in forgiving their fins, fee P/ 
exxx. 4." Hof: tii. 5. all the days that they live in 
the land which thou gaveft unto our fathers ; pee 10 eng 
only for the prefent, whilft the mercy is frefh, but] enemy ; and this they, were to-do,°turming their 
all the days of their lives ; to which they were thed faces towards the city of Ferufalem, and the tem- 
more obliged by the good land they pofléffed as ayple there ; declaring thereby, hat their dependence 

bf ayticedh saved 100 He ue ae ee was 


£ 
- 
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was upon the Lord that dwelt there, and their ex-| _ ¥. 52. That. thine eyes may be open to = fi 
pectation of victory was only from him, tion of thy Servant, &c.]_ That is, attentiv 

¥. 45. Then hear thou in heaven their prayer and|meaning himfelf and his prefent {upplication; or 
their supplication, 6c.) For fuccets : and maintain|any other he fhould hereafter put up in this place : 
their caufe; do them juftice, and avenge their in-|and unto the fupplication of thy people Lrael, to bear 
juries, as the Targum; let it appear that their)ken unto them in all that they call unto thee; at any 
caufe is right, by giving them victory. time, and upon any account; fo far as maybe » 

¥.46. If they fin againft thee, &c.] The fame|agreeable to his will, make for his glory, and their 
perfons when they were gone forth to battle, not/good ; fee Deut. iv. 7. he < 
obferving the divine commands as they fhould : for) y. 53. For thou didjt-feparate shem from among all 
there is wo man that finneth not , fuch isthe depra-|people of the earth to be thine inheritance, 
vity of human nature, the treachery of the heart,| By his choice of them in his own mind, by ther a 
and the temptations of Satan, of which Solomon|demption of them out of Egypi, by the peculiar, 
had early notice, and was afterwards ftill more|laws he gave them, and by the fpecinl blefii * 
confirmed in the truth Of, Eccl. vii. 20. and thou conferredupon them: as thou {pakeft by thehandof = 


‘~ 


be angry with them ; for their fins, and refent their] Mo/es thy Jervant, when thou broughte/? ou athers 
conduct: foas to deliver them to the enemy, fo that out of Exypt, O Lord our God; it waS het jpake 

they carry them away captive unto the land of the this to Mojes, and by him to the people, 4 _ 
enemy, far or near, as into Affyria or Babylon, whi-| xix. 5, 6. and it was he that did it, namely a 


ther they were carried. rate them from all nations, to be his people and p 


y¥. 48. And fo return unto thee, with all their heart, 
and with all their foul, &cc.] In the moft fincere and 
cordial manner, with great ingenuity and upright- 
nefs; the Targum is, ** return unto thy worfhip ;” 
relinquifhing falfe worfhip they had given into, and 
ferve the Lord in the -beft manner ‘they could : 
in the land of their enemies, which led them* away 


prayer, and now continued in 


captive; and fo at a diftance from that temple and 
the fervice of ait, which they could not attend : 
and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou ga 
vet unto their fathers, the city which thou haft chofen, 
and the Boufe whith I have built for thy name; that 
is, turning their faces when théy: prayed towards 
the land of Jjrael, the. ‘city: of ferufalem, and the 
temple init; this they could do ina foreign land, 
fee\Dan. vi. 10, rs wig cea 

¥e4g: Then hear thou their prayers, and their Jip- 
plication,:.in beaven thy dwelling plate, &c.j For 
their deliverance out of. captivity : and maintain 


bleffing the people. , : ecg 

¥.55. And he flood and bleffed all the congregation 
of Irael with a loud voice, &c.] Turning-himfelf 
from the altar, and his face to the people, giving 
them his benedi¢tion, not only as the father of his 
people, but as preacher in Jeru/alem, clofing jit 
with a word of exhortation to them: /ayiag; as 
follows. on i Ww ODER . #0 LW 

¥.. 50. Blefled be. the Lord. that bath given reft 
unto bis people Iirael, according to all that. be pra- 
mifed, &c.1 A Jand of reft, and reft in. the land 
from‘all enemies ; fee Deut. xii. 9, 10., there bath 
not failed one word of all bis good promifes, avbich he 


their caufe plead it, and do'them juftice, avenge 


their injuries,. and‘deliver them. pramifed by the hand of Mofes bis fervant; fo Fox + 
¥. 50. And forgive thy people that bave finned |foua obferved a little before his death, ,ch. xxiiigaga 
againft thee, and all their tranfgrefions wherein they\to which Solomon feems to have refpect; and who 
bave tranfgrelfed againft thee, &c.| “By returning |lived to fee a greater accomplifhment.of thesgras 
them to their own land, by which it would appear] cious promifes of God, and his. faithfulnefs there= . 
that the-Lord had forgiven their trefpaffes, ‘as well |i both in the times. of his father David, and his — 
as by what follows : and give them compaffion beforeto se awe ' go>) wave see 
them who carried them captive, that they may have| y. 57. The Lord. our God be with us.as-be was 
compafion on them , for it is in the power of God) with our fathers, &c.]_. dbrabam,. Jfaac,\and Ja- 
to work upon the affections of men, and difpcfe|cob, and thofe thar came out of _Bgypi, and 
their ‘minds to ule his people well, and to pity|efpecially that initerad nee the land of Camganun- - 
them under their diftreffes, as the Chaldeans did|der Fofbuc, and fubdued it; as the Lord had been — 
the Fews in Babylon, Pf. cvi. 46. | with them to guide and direct them, «prote& and — 
¥. 51. For they be thy people and thine inberitance,|\ defend them, fucceed and profper, then 
&c.] ‘Whom the Lord had chofen above all peo-|mon defires he might be with them: 
ple, to be a fpecial people to him, and to be his|more defireablé than the prefence of € 
portion and poffeffion ; fee Deut. vii. 6. and xxxii.|could not have prayed for a greater bleffing 
9. which thos broughgelt forth out of Egypt from the\himfelf and his people; the Targum is, , 
midft of the furnace of iron, hard and cruel bondage |Word of the Lord our God be for our help, as . 
in Egypt 5 fee the note'on Deut. iv. 20. was for the help of our fathers :” /et bim.not , 
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us, nor forfake us; this was ‘no’ doubt a prayer off in 2 hours timé 256,500 lanibs were Mains how- 
~ faith, founded upon a divine promite,  ‘Fo/b.| ever this was a very munificent facrifice of Solomons, 
Pit “ tly tea cee in which he greatly exceeded the heathens, -whofe 
‘¥. 58. That be may incline our hearts untorbim,| bigheft number of facrifices were Hecatombs, or by. 
&c.] By his {pirit to love; fear, and ferve him; to; hundreds, but his by thoufands; /a the king and all 
attend to his worfhip, word, and ordinances: ¢o| the children of Ijracl dedicated the boufe of the Lord 5, 
walk in all bis ways ; he has prefcribed and directed] devoted it to divine and religious worfhip by thefe 
to: and to keep bis commandments, and his ftatutes,| facrifices : hence in imitation of this fprung the de- 
and bis judgments, which he commanded-our fathers ;\dicationof temples with the heathens ; the fi ft of 
all his laws, moral, ceremonial, and judicial: which among the Romans was that in the capitol at 
¥. 59. And let thefe my words wherewith I have| Rome by Romulus ; the rites and ceremonies ufed 
made fupplication before the Lord, &c.} At this}therein by them may be read in-Cicero, Livy, Ta- 
time: de nigh unto the Lord our God day and night ;| citus,-and others“. 
be continually remembered’and regarded by him,| «64. The fame day did the king hallow the mid- 
that fo gracious anfwers might always be returned|d/e of the court that was before the boufe of the Lord, 
to thofe who fupplicated in this place : that he main-|&c } The court. of the priefts that was before the, 
tain the caufe of his fervant ; of himfelf and his|holy place, adjoining to it, in which was the altar 
fucceffors in the throne, that they may continue to|of burnt-offering; this, or however the middle 
pofiefS it in peace, to the glory of God, and the|part of it, he fanctified for prefent ule, tovoffer fa~ 
good of the people : aud the caufe of bis people T/-\crifices on, for a reafon hereafter given : for shere 
rael at all times , that their rights and privileges|e offered burnt-offerings and meat-offerings, and the 
might be continued, and they fupported in them ;| fat of the peace-offerings ; which was the reafon why 
and both his caufe and theirs be regarded: as the|the middle of the great court was for this time fet 
imatier foall require ; as they fhould ftand in need of} apart for this fervice. : Ms 
affiftance, direction, and protection. ¥. 65. And at that time Solomon held a feaft and 
¥.60. That all the people of the earth may know|all Ifrael with bim, &c:| Partaking of the parts of 
that the Lord is God, &c.] By chaftifing the peo-|the peace-offerings which belonged to him, and 
ple of J/rael when they finned; by hearing and.an-|were offered by way of thank{giying on the occa- 
fwering their prayers when they prayed unto him ;|fion, together with whatfoever he-might as a. li- 
by forgiving their firfs, and delivering them out of|beral prince provide for this entertainment: for it 
their troubles ; by maintaining their caufe, and pro-| was for @ great congregation, from the entring im of 
tecting them in the enjoyment of their bleffings :|Hamath unto the river of Egypt, confitting of as 
and that there is none e//e ; no God befides him ; alljnumber-of people, gathered together from Ha- 
being elfe fictitious deities, or nominal ones ; he|ath, which was on the northern border of, the 
only is the one living and true God. land_of J/rael to the river of Hgypt; either the 
¥. 61. Let your heart therefore be perfect with the| Nile, or Rbinoculura, a branch of it, which lay 
Lord your God, &c.] Sincere in their love tovhim,}on the -fouthern border of the land: and. this was 
united in their worfhip of him, and conftant in kept Jefore the Lord, asin his prefence, with thank- 
their obedience to him: to walk in bis ftatutes, and\fulnefs to him, and with a view to his glory : /even 
to keep bis commandments, as at this day, as they| days and seven days, even fourteen days 5 Seven days 
did that day, neither king nor people having as yet| for the dedication of the houle, and ieven days for 
fallen into idolatry, but fhewing by their then pre-|the feaft of tabernacles, as the Targum which 
fent appearance a zeal for God, his houfe, andjagrees with 2 Chron, vii. 9. the fealt of dedication 
worthip. was firit, and began perhaps on the 7th day of the 
¥. 62. And the king and all Ifrael with him offer-| month, as the feaft of tabernacles did omthe rgth : 
ed facrifice before the Lord ;} For burnt-offerings, within this time, namely on. the rorliitas a faft- 
which having been laid upon the altar, as foon as|day, the day of atonement ; which was either ob- 
the king had done praying to God, and bleffing ferved _between the two feafts, or was omitted, 
the people, and exhorting them, fire came down] which is not likely ; or they did not eat-and drink 
from héaven, and confumed them ; which fhewed|until the evening of that day. The Septyagint 
the Lord’s acceptance of the facrifices, and was an-|verfion, according to the Vatican copy,’ reads seven 
other confirmation befides the cloud, of the Lord’s|days only once; fee 2 Chron. vii. 8. 
well-pleafednefs with the temple, and of his taking] ¥. 66. On the eighth day he fent the people away, 
poffeffion of it to refidein it; upon which the peo-|&c.] That is, of the feaft of tabernacles, the 8th 
ple bowed and worthipped, and praifed the Lord|from the tit of that which was a folemn day, and 
for his goodnefs and mercy, 2 Chron, vii. 1,|fell on the 22d of the month; at the clofe of 
2, 3: which the.difmiffion was made, or they had leave 
y¥. 63: And Solomon offered a facrifice of peace-\to go, but they did not until the 23d, according 
offerings, which be offered unto the Lord, &cc.| Part}to 2 Chron. vii. 10. and they bleffed the king 5 return- 
of which belonged to the offerer, and with thofe]ed him thanks for his care, and charge, and-pains, 
Solomon feafted the people all the days of the feaft}in building the temple; for his prayers for them, 
of the dedication, if not of tabernacles alfo ; forjand the feaft he had now made, and withed all 
the number was, exceeding large, as follows :|health and happinefs to him : and went unto their 
22000 oxen, and 120,000 fheep ; which, as fug-| tents joyful and glad of heart, or to their cities, as 
gefted, might be the number for all the 14 days ;|the Targum, to their feveral habitations; being 
nor need it feem incredible, fince as Fo/épbus * fays,|greatly delighted with what they had feen and 
at a pafiover celebrated in the times of Ce/fius the heard, and partook of efpecially : for all the good- 
- Roman governor, at the evening of the paffover, 
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nefs the Lord had done for David bis fervant, and. 


666 


for Ifrael bis people ; in 2 


. for David in giving him fuch a fon |them 
po sacri pa) 9 pre had buile|they enjoyed fo much peace and profperity, ¢ 


and fucceflor, who according to promife 
the houfe of the Lord, and for Solomon, 
him upto fuch dignity, and enabling him to 
fuch a temple for 


HIS chapter relates a fecond vifion Solomon 

had at Gideon, in which he received an an- 

{wer to his prayer, in the preceding chapter, y. 

‘zg. the prefents that pafled between him and Hi- 

ram king of Tyre, ¥. 10—14. the places that So- 

Jomon built or repaired, Ys 15—19. the Canaan- 

itifh people that became bondmen to him, and the 

odicers he had among the children of Hrael, ¥. 

the removal of Pharaob’s daughter to 

the houfe built for her, ¥. 24. Solomon's attention 

to religious fervices, ¥. 25. and the navy of fhips 

heemployed, which brought him in great riches, 
y. 26, 27, 28. . 


2Z0—23: 


y. 1. Andit came to pafs when Solomon had finifhed 
the building of the houfe of the Lord, 8c.) Which 
was done in 7 years, ch. vi. 38. and the king’s houfe ; 
his own palace, which was finifhed in 13 years, ch. 
vii. 1. and all Solomon’s defire which he was pleafed 
todo; all his other buildings, the houle for Pba- 


vaob’s daughter, the houfe of the foreft of Leda-|y9% or your children, 


non, and, may include his vineyards, gardens, or- 
chards, and pools of water, made for his pleafure, 
Eccl. ii. 4, 5, 6. in which he fucceeded and pro- 
fpered, 2 Chron. vil. 11. , 
y¥.2. Chat the Lord appeared to Solomon: the fe- 
cond time, &c.} ‘Funius and Tremellus read this 
verfe with the following, to the endof the gth, in 
a parenthefis, and render this claufe, 
had appeared, &c. and Pifcator tranflates it, more- 
over the Lord appeared, &c, as beginning a diftin& 
narrative from the former ; and indeed if the words 
are to be connected with the preceding, as in our 
verfion, this appearance mutt be 13 years after the 
building ofthe temple, which is not probable ; but 
rather it was the night after the dedication of it, 
when an anfwer was returned to Solomon’s prayer 
in the preceding chapter; for that it fhould~ be 
deferred 12 or 13 years is not reafonable to fup- 
pofe ; and this appearance was the fecond of the 
kind and manner: as be bad appeared unto him at 
Gibeon ; in a dream, and a vifion, and by night, 
ch. iii. 5. fee 2 Chron. vii. 12. 
+; 3. And the Lord faid unto him, I have heard 
thy prayer and thy fupplication that thou haft made 
before me, &c.| With delight and pleafure, and had 
accepted it ; meaning the prayer recorded in the 
preceding chapter: I bave hallowed this boufe which 
» thou baft built , by the cloud of glory filling it, and 
by fire defcending from heaven, and confuming the 
facrifices offered in it, 2 Chron. vii. 1. to put my 
name therefor ever , there to grant his prefence, fo 
long.as his pure worfhip fhould be continued in it ; 
fo the Targum adds, ‘‘ and my Shekinah or divine 
inajefty fhall abide in it, if my will is done there 
continually :” and mine eyes and mine beart fall be 
there perpetually ; his eyes of -providence fhould be 
upon it, to watch over it, and protect it, and his 
worfhippers in it; and he fhould have a cordial re- 
gard to the facrificés there offered, and to the per- 
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Chron. vii. 10. itis added |glory ; and for the people of J/rael, in gi 


in raifing | full and free exercife of the true religion, w 
build |accommodations, and in fuch a fplen 
the worfhip’ of God and his|as now. | » "th 


(om bal; we ayn». 


fuch a king to, rule over them, 


with fucl a 
manne 


, sie 
fons of the offerers, fo long as they offered hem : 
in aright way, and to right ends and purpofes. _ 
_y.4. And if thou wilt walk before me, as Datta 
thy father walked, in integrity of “beart, and in up- 
righinefs, &c.| Who though guilty of many fin 
and failings in life, yet was fincere and upr 
the worfhip of God, never apoftatized_ from 
fell into idolatry, which is what is chief ; 
to do according to all that Ihave commana 
wilt keep my ftatutes and my judgments 5 
the laws of God, moral, ceremonial, and 


oe. 3 


vii. 12,13. Pf. CXxXil. 11, 12. : dha: aah 
y¥. 6. But if you fhall at all turn from following me, 
&c.}] From my worthip, as the 

Targum ; either Solomon, or his fucceffors, or the 
people of J/rae/, and their pofterity 5 fhould they 
turn their backs on God and his worfhip, mean- 
ing not in a fingle inftance, or in fome imall de- 
eree ; butas inthe original, if in turning yeturn® 
that is, utterly and entirely, or wholly turn from 
him and his worfhip to other gods, as follows: aad 


for the Lord\ will not keep my commandments and my Statutes, which 


Ihave fet before you, but go and ferve other gods, 
and worfbip them , neglecting the will and worfhip 
of God, go into idolatrous practices, as Solomon 
himlelf did. 

y¥. 7. Then will I cut off Ifrael out. of the land I 
have given them, Sc.] Suffer them to be carried © 
captive into other lands, as the ten tribes were into 
Affria, and the two tribes to Babylon, which is 
called a plucking them up by the roots in 2 Chraw. 
vii. 20. and this boufe which I have hallowed for my 
name will I caft out of my fight, as it was when 
burnt by Nebuchadnezzar: and Irael fhall be a 
proverb and a bye-word amoung all people; both fo 
their fins and for their miferies ; fee Deut. xxviii. 
37. fer. xxiv. g; in 2 Chron. vii. 20. the houfe or 
temple is faidto be madea proverb of. 

y.8. And at this houfe which is high, &e. The 
houfe of the moft high, as fome render it, 1. in 
h efteem, fame, and glory, as we as it was 
iit on an high hill, and was itfelf 120 cubits 
high, 2 Chron. iii. 4. te Targum is, ** _and this 
houfe which was high fhall be deftroyed :” ever; 
one that paffeth by it fall be aftonifhed; at the ruins 
of the temple, and of the city of Ferufalem, 
had been fo magnificent : and /ball b; 
and derifion of the people of J/rael, rejoici 
their ruin.: and they (hall fay, why hath th 
done thus unto this land, and ta this k 
ed it to be done, to lie thus in wz 
a land in which it had been faid he del 
looked unto from one end of the year to th 


. 


# 
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and a houfe he had taken up his dwelling ins fure- land about thefe would require a good deal of pains 
ly fomething more than ordinary, they fuggeft,|and labour to’ till, which they were not ufed 
mutt be the caufe of all this. to. . 
¥. 9. And they foall anfwer, &c.] Who were left} ¥.13. And be faid, &c.] By letter tohim: whet 
in the land when others were carried captive, as cities are the/e which thou baft given me, my brother ? 
were fome by Nebuchadnezzar, and who were ca-|fo he’ called him, being not only his neighbour, 
pable of making the following anfwer : decaufe|but his ally, in friendfhip and covenant with him ; 
they forfook. the Lord; the worthip of the Lord ‘and this he faid of them not by way of complaint, 
their God, as the Targum : who brought forth their |or contempt, as unworthy of his acceptance ; for 
fathers out of the land of Egypt 5 which is obferved|fo munificent a prince as Solomon, would never of- 
as an aggravation of their fin : ‘and bave taken bold fer to a king to whom he was fo much obliged any 
upon other gods; the gods of the people, as the|thing mean and contemptible; but as being un- 
Targum; of the Gentiles, who knew not the true |fuitable to him, however valuable they mieht be in 


God : and have worfhipped them, and ferved them ;\themfelves, or of advantage to others : and he cal- 


even idols of gold and filver, wood and ftone ; an|/ed them the land of Cabul unto this day, or rather 
inftance of judicial blindnefs they were left unto,|the words fhould be rendered imperfonally, they 
who had been favoured with a revelation from |were called fo; for Hiram could not call them by 
God : therefore bath the Lord brought upon them all \this name to the times of the writer of this book ; 
#his evil, their idolatry was the caufe of it, than {nor is there any reafon to'think he would give them 
which nothing is more provoking to God. any name at all, and much lefsa contemptible one, - 
' y.10. And it came to pals at the end of twenty jas this is thought to be, when he did not chufe to 
years, &c.| From the time Solomon firft began to|accept of them. Some interpret®the word fhut 
build : when Solomon had built the two boujes, the|up, or unfruitiul, fandy, dirty,. clayey ; fo inthe 
boufe of the Lord, and the king’s houfe ; the firlt was|Talmud * it is faid to be a fandy land, and called Ca- 
feven years in building, and the other thirteen ; in| dul, becaufe a man’s foot was plunged in it up to 
all twenty. his ancles, and is reprefented as unfruitful.. Fo- 

y. 11. (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furni/b-\ fephus {ays in the Phawici 
ed Solomon with cedar-trees and fir-trees, &c.| For 
the building of both his houfes ; fee ch. v. 8, 10. 
and with gold according to all his defire) 5 which is 
not before mentioned, and accounts for it from 
whence Solomon had his gold; if he made no ule, 
as fome think he did not, of what his father left 
him ; fee ch. vil. 51. with which he covered feve- 
ral parts of the temple, and made feveral veffels in 
it. Hiram traded to Ophir, and had it from thence ; 
and he could fupply Solomon with it, and did, be- 
fore he fenta navy thither : that then Solomon gave 
Hiram 20 cities in the land of Galilee ; that is, by 
or near it, for they were not in the land of Ca- 
naan ; for then Solomon could not have difpofed of 
them, being allotted and belonging to one of the 
tribes of J/rael, and part of the Lord’s inheritance ; 
but they were upon the borders, particularly on the 
borders of Apher, if Cabul in Fo/d. xix. 27. can be 
thought to be the fame with thefe; though fome 
think that Solomon did not give Hiram the poffeffion 
of thefe cities, bur the royalties and revenues of 
them, their produce until the debt was paid: but 
they rather feem to be a gratuity, and a full grant 
of them, and might be cities which David had 
conquered, and taken out of the hands of the an- 
tient inhabitants of them; and fo Solomon had a 
right to difpofe of them, being left him by his 
father ; for it is plain as yet they were not inhabit- 
ed by J/raelites ; {ee 2 Chron. viii.2. They are by 
a Fewi/o writer  faid to be 22 very wrongly, 

y. 12. And Hiram came out from Tyre to fee th 
cities which Solomon bad given kim, &c.| For “He 
cities being in or near Galilee, were not far from 
Tyre: and they pleafed bim not , being either out 
of repair, as fome think ; fee 2 Chron. viii. 2. or 
the ground barren, and unfruitfal; which is not 
likely, being in a very fruitful country, as the 
tribes on which they bordered were: but they were 
not agreeable to him, they did not fuit with the 
difpofition of him and his people, who were given 
not to hufbandry, but to merchandize ; and the 


an tongue it fignifies not 
pleafing, which agrees with what Hiram fays, y¥. 
12. Hillerus* interprets it @s nothing, they being 
as nothing to Hiram, of no ufe to him, whatever 
they might be to others ; and therefore he reftored 
them to Solomon, 2 Chron. viii. 2. which feems to 
be the beft fenfe of the word. They are the fame 
with Decapolis, Matt. iv. 25. fo called from 10 
cities therein | . 

v.14. And Hiram fent to the king 120 talents. of 
gold ;| Not after athe cities had been given him, but 
before; and it may be rendered bad fent™, and is 
the fum of the gold he furnifhed him with for the 
temple, ¥. 11. which according to Brerewood * was 
540,000 pounds of our money ; and according to 
another ° writer, it amounted to 1,466,400 ducats 
of gold, taking a talent at 12220 ducats. 

v.15. And this is the reafon of the levy which 
king Solomon raifed, &c.] Both of men to work, 
ch. v.13. and of money to defray theexpence: it 
was for to build the houfe of the Lord, thetemple : 
and bis own boufe,; or palace: and Millo ; which 
he repaired ; fee the note.on 1 Sam. v.-9. and the 
wall of Ferufalem ; which, as Abarbinel fays, was 
a large building, there being three walls one within 
another: aad Hazer ; a city in the tribe of Naph- 
tali, and which had been a royal city with the Ca- 
naanites; fee Foo. xi, 1. and xix. 36. and Me- 
giddo, which was in the tribeof Manaffeb, Fofh, 
Xvii. 11. and Gezer; which was in the tribe of 
Ephraim, and formerly aroyal city of the Canaau- 
ites, Fofo. X. 33. and xvi. 3. 

y¥. 16. For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, 
and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, &c.] Egypt 
\lay lower than Canaan, and therefore Pharaoh is 
faid to go up to its what moved him to it, is not 
certain ; whether he went of himfelf provoked, or 
was moved to it by Solomon, who had married his 
daughter ; however fo he did, arid took the place, 
and burnt it: aad flain the Canaanites that dwelt in 
the city; for though it was given to the tribe of 
Ephraim, yet they could not drive the Canaanites 


A 


out 

f ‘ 7 
f Gloff. in T. Bab. Sabbat, fol. Pi rs & David de Pomis, Lexic, fol. 58. 2. * h T. Bab. 
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out of it, who feem to have remained in it to this kingdom ; now for the doing of al this wa ; 
time ; fee Fob. xvi. 10- and Fudg. i. 29. and given levy both of men and mieiey railed, ne of | 
it for a prefent unto his daughter, Solomon’s wife ,|next follows. Bs) et pieahort 
hot ag a dowry with her, but as a prefent toher;) ¥. 20. And all the people that were lef 
perhaps fome time after marriage. — __ |rites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, an 
y. 17. dnd Solomon built Gezer, &c.} Rebuilt it, j&ec.] Who were not deftroyed in the 
it having been burnt, at leaft great partof it, by |/oua, or fince, but dwelt in feveral i 
Pharaoh when he took it: and Beth-horon the ne- land of Jfrael from the above times 5. 
‘ther; and the upper alfo, 2 Chron. viii. 5. which|which were not of the children of Irael , nc i 
belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, and were on thejof the land of J/rae/, though they migh 2pro- 
borders of it, between that and Benjamin, Fo/b.|felytes, at leaft fome of them. ee 4 
xvi. 3,5. and xviil. 13, 14. “| 21. Their children that were left after them b ¥- . 
y. 18. And Baalath, &c.] A city in the tribe of |/he land, 8c.) _ The pofterity of thofe left unfub- ct 
Dan, Fofo. xix. 44 end Tadmor in the wilderne/s |dued in the times of fo/hua : whom the children 
in the land; or Tamar, asin the Cetid, or feriptu-|/rael alfo were not able utterly to defray s in 
ral reading; for we go according to the marginal jtimes, though now itis thought by fome it) 
reading, and fo Thamaro in Ptolemy? ; and is|for want of power, but becaufe they h 
thought by fome to be the fame with Tamar injcovenant with them, as the Gibeonite 
Ezek. xlvii. 19. which Ferom there fays is Palmyra.}therefore they could not, becaufe it 
Tamar fignifics a palm-tree, from whence thisjbeen a breach of covenant to have deft 
city had its name Paljyra, the fituation of which fee 2 Chron. viii. 8. upon thefe did Solo 
place agrees with this ; hence we read both in P/o-|tribute of bond-fervice unto this day; not a t 
lemy% and Pliny‘ of the Palmyrene deferts: thejmoney, which being poor they were no} 
ruins of it are to be feen to this day, and of itjpay, but of fervice, and which being oft n 
this account is given; that it is inclofed on three was continued, and even to the time o : aa 
fides with long ridges of mountains, which openjting of this book. er, “ba 
towards the eaft gradually, tothe diftance of about] ¥. 22. But of the children of Ifrael did Solome 
an hour’s riding ; but to the fouth ftretches a vaft{make no bondmen, &c.] For that was contrary to BN 
plain, beyond the reach of the eye ;—the air is{the law; they might be hired fervants, but. _—. 
good, but the foil exceeding barren ; nothing green bond-fervants, Lev. xxv. 39, 40. but they vi ere 
to be feen therein, fave fome few palm-trees in the}™en of war ; which he kept in pay, a ftanding army, 
gardens, and here and thereabout thetown; and from|maintained even in time of peace, in cafe of ne- 
thefe trees, | conceive, fays my author, it obtain-j{ceflity, fhould an enemy attempt to invade, or fur- 
ed its name both in Hebrew and in Latin :—it ap-|prize them: and bis fervants ; in his family and 
pears to have been of a large extent, by the fpacejcourt, who had offices and employments there : 
now taken up by the ruins ; but there are no foot- ; 


‘ kj 
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and bis princes , minitters of ftate, counfellors, go- 
fteps of any wall remaining, nor is it poffible tojvernors of cities, &c. and his captains, ‘officers in 
judge of the antient figure of the place. The his army : and rulers of bis chariots and his borfe- 
prefent inhabitants, as they are poor, miferable, dirty |e” 5 war-chariots and troopers 5 fee ¥. 19. gt 
people, fo they have fhut themfelves up to the ¥. 23. Thefe were the chief of the officers over So- 
number of about 30 or 40 families, in little huts|/omon’s work, &c.] In building the above hou 
made of dirt, within the walls of a fpacious court,!and cities: 550 which bore rule over the people that 
which inclofed a moft magnificent, heathen temple’. wrought in the work , in 2 Chron. viii. 10. the 
Benjamin of Tudela fays' it is fituated in a wilder-jare faid to be but 250; now it may be obferved, 
nefs, far from any habitable place, and is four|asis by the ewi/b writers, that there were three 
days journey from Baalath before-mentioned ;}forts of thofe rulers; the loweft rank and or 
which* place he’ takes to be the fame with Baa/-|them confifted of 3300, the next of 300, whic 
bek, in the valley of Lebavon, built by Solomon for|were over the 3300, and being numbered with them 
Pharach’s daughter ; which, according to the}made 3600, 2 Chrom, ii. 18. and the higheft rank 
Arabic geographer", was fituated at the foot ofjof them were 250, and the middlemoft and higheft - 
mount Lebanon; and Tadmor feems to be in the|being joined together, as they are here, made 550. 
land of Hamath Zobab, 2 Chron. viii. 3, 4. Abarbinel reconciles the places thus, the 250 wei 

¥.19. And all the cities of fore that Solomon had,jonly over thofe that wrought in the temple , 
&c.] In which were his magazines of corn, arms,|the 550 here were thote that were over fuch th: 
and ammunition ; and thefe were built in Hamath,|were employed in the feveral parts of the king- 
2 Chron. viii. 4. and cities for his chariots , cha- . + Soe 


dom. \ eae 
riots of war, iron chariots, which were kept in|, ¥. 24. But Pharaob’s daughter came up out of tbe 
times of peace, in cafe of necefficy, of which So- cio David, 8c.) Where he placed her wher 

lomon had 1400, ch.x. 26. and cities for bis horfe- married her, until he had finifhed his build2 
men; of which he had 12000, a ftanding cavalry :}ings, ch. iii. 10. which being done he brought her 
and that which Solomon defired to build in Ferufalem ,\from thence unto her houfe, which Solomon had 
befides the temple and his own palace before men- built for her; the reafon of which is 
tioned; fee Eccl. ii. 4. and in Lebanon ; the houfejonly becaufe it was the houfe of Dav 
of the foreft of Lebancn, which Junius on 1 Kings|caule it was holy by the ark being ther 
vii. 2. thinks he built after he had taken Hamath-|time ; and therefore he did not judge 
zobab, a royal city of Lebanon % fee 2 Chron. viii.|that his wife, an Egyptian woman, and | 
3, 6. or fortref{es on mount Lebanon, which was|in her impurity, fhould dwell there 
the northern border of his kingdom: and in all the\viii. 11. then did be build Millo , this’ 
land of bis dominions; where he might repair, or|larly repeated from y. 15. and foll 
fortify cities, or ereét new forts for the fa ety of his} what is laid of Pharaob’s daughter, t 


P Geograph. 1.5. ¢.16. 9 Ib. e. 15, * Nat. Hift. 5. c. 2 & 6,28. aes 
lifax pees PhitotoSbic: Tranfat. vol. II'. p. 504. ; t aes. P a 58. , * 
5. clim. 3. p. 147. : 


a 


Chiky ves VINES 66q 


‘ewifo writers to conclude her houfe was built at 
illo; and indeed without fuppofing this, it is 
hard toconceive why it fhould be oblerved here ; 
the Jargum on 2 Chront vill, 11. calls her name £- 
thiah. 
25. And three times in a year did Solomon offer 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings upon tbe altar 
which be built unto the Lord, &c.| . The brazen al- 
tar, the altar of burnt-offering, which ftood in the 
court of thé priefts, and by whom he offered. The 
three times were the feafts of paflover, pentecoft, 
and tabernacles, as explained in 2 Chron. viii. 13. 
notthat thefe were the only offerings, or thefe the 
only times he offered; for he offered all other fa- 
crifices, and at all other times commanded in the 
law of Mo/es, as on fabbaths and new moons, as 
expreffed in the above place: and be burnt incenfe 
upon the altar that was before the Lord the altar 

of incenfe, which ftood in the holy place, right 
 againft the moft holy, in which was the ark, the 
fymbol of the divine prefence; not that Solosion 
burnt incenfe in perfon, but by the priefts, whom 
he furnithed with incenfe 3, far no king might offer 
incenfe, as the cafe of Uzziab thews : fo be finifbed 
the boufe; which refpects not the building of it, 
that had been obferved before, but the férvice of it; 
as he had provided all vefizls and utenfils for the 
furniture of it, and all things to be ufed in them ; 
as facrifices for the altar of burnt-offering, incenle 
for the altar of incenfe, bread for the fhew-bread 
table, and oil for. the lamps; fo he appointed the 
courfes of the priefts, Levites, and porters, to do 
their duty, who went throughevery part of fervice 
affigned them, and compleated the whole; fee 

2 Chron. vill. 14. 

y¥. 26. And king Solomon made a navy of foips in 
Ezion-geber, cc.) Which was one of the {tations 

of the J/raelites, near the wildernefs of Siz, or Pa- 
van, Numb. xxxiii. 35. it fignifies the backbone of 
aman; and itis faid™ the ridge of rocks before 
this port were in that form, covered by the fea at 
high water, and {ticking up with various points in 

a line when it was low. Fo/ephus fays*in his time 

it was called Berenice, which is placed by Mela’ be- 

tween the Heroopolitic bay, and the promantory 

Strobilus, or Pharan.. It is thought probable * to 

be the fame with that which is called by the 4rabs 

Meenah-el-Dfabab, the port of gold, called Diz- 

abab, Deut. i. 1. which ftands upon the fhore ,of 

the Arabic gulph, about two or three day’s diftance 
from mount Sinai ; though by others * thought to 

be the fame the Arabs call Calzem, where was a 

great quantity of wood fit for building fhips. It 

is farther defcribed, which is befide Elath, on the 
fore of the Red-Jea, in the land of Edom; and 
when Edom was fubdued by David, this port fell 
into his hands, and fo was in the pofleffion of So/o- 
monk ; and there being plenty of timber in the parts 
adjacent, and this being a port in the Red-/ea, So- 

Jomon pitched upon it as a proper place to build 

fhips in. Elath near to which it was, is the fame 

the Elanitic bay had its name from; of which fee 
the note on Deut. ii. 8. Trajan, the Roman em- 


peror, formed a navy in the Red-/ea*, that byit 
he might ravage and wafte the borders of India ; 
fe heré it feems Solomon’s navy went; fee ¥. 
ae 

¥.27. And Hirank fent in bis navy bis fervant, 
&c.] And according to 2 Chron. viii. 18..fhips alfo ; 
but how he could fend them from Tyre, which lay 
inthe Mediterranean fea, to the above ports in the 
Red-fea, without going a great way round, is not 
eafy to conceive. Perhaps, as Guffetius conjec- 
tures® , Hiram had a port in the Red /ea for build- 
ing and fending out fhips, for the fake of his eaftern 
navigation, and from thence he fent them to So- 
lomon’s ports in the fame fea; but if what R. Fa- 
phet* obferves is true, that the Red-/ea is mixed 
with the fea of Foppa by means of the river Rbi- 
nocurura, as is remarked by a learned man‘, and 
who approves of the obfervation, and thinks it 
does not deferve the cenfure Dr. Lightfoot * pafles 
onit. If this, I fay, can be fupported, the dif- 
ficulty ig removed : fo Abarbinel afferts *® ; that 4 
branch of ‘the JVi/e flows into the Red-/ea ; and an- 
other, paffing through /exandria; ryns into the 
Mediterranean fea. This is the firft navy of fhips 
we read of ; in the conftruction of which, as well 
as in the art of navigation, the Zyriazs no doubt 
were greatly affifting to Solomon’s fervants, and 
which appears by what follows; and they are 
faid ® to be the firft that made ufe of fhips ; and the 
invention of fhips of burden, or merchant fhips, 
fuch as thefe were, is by Pliny‘ afcribed to Hippus 
the Tyrian ; and the Tyrians were famous for mer- 
chandize, which they could not carry on with fo- 
reign nations without fhipping ; fee J/. xxiii. 8. the 
fervants Hiram fent in Solomon’s navy were /hip-men 
that had knowledge of the fea, of fea-coafts and 
‘ports, of the manner of guiding and managing 
fhips at fea, and of the whole art of navigation, 
fo far as then known, for which the Zyrzans were faz 
mous ; fee Ezek. xxvii. 3-9. with the fervanis of 
Solomon ; to inftruct and affift them in naval affairs, 
they not having been ufed thereunto. 

¥. 28. And they came to Opbir, &c.| About 
which place there are various opinions ; fome take 
it to be the little iland of Zocatora, on the eaftern 
coaftof Africa, ata fmall diftance from the {traits 
of Babel-mandel; others the ifland of Ceylon 4 
others Sofala in Africa ; fome* Peru in America; 
Vatablus the ifland of Hi/panjola in theWeft Indies, 
difcovered by Columbus, and who thought’ himfelf 
that he had found the land of Opéir, becaufe of the 
quantity of gold init ; others the fouthern part of 
Arabia; but the moft reafonable opinion is, fays 
my author™, that it is a rich country in Malacca, 
which is a peninfula in the true Red-/ea, (that part 
of the ‘ocean which divides Afa from Africa) 
known by the name of the golden Cherfonefe, and 
which agrees with Fofephus" ; and at 12 leagues 
from Malaccg there is a very high mountain, which 
by the natives is called Opbir, and is reported to be, 
or to have been very rich in gold, though at prefent 
only fome tin-mines are worked there ; and Kir- 
cher ° {ays the word Ophir is a Coptic or Egyptian 


word, 
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word, by which the antient Egyptians ufed-to call 
that Jzdia which contains the kingdoms of Mala- 
bar, Zeilan, the golden Cherfone/e, and the iflands 
belonging to it, Sumatra, Molucca, Fava,” and 
other neighbouring golden iflands. So Varrerius ? 
thinks that all that coaft in which are contained Pe. 
git, Malaca, and Somatra, is Ophir ; which places, 
befides gold, abound with elephants, apes, and par- 
rots. Inthe ifland of Samatra gold is now found, 
efpecially in chia, in great plenty ; in which is a 
mountain, called the golden mountain, near the 
mines’. Reland‘ takes Ophir to be the country. 
round about a city called Oupara or Supbara in the 
Eajt-Indies, where now ftands Goa, the moft fa- 
mous mart -in all Jndia at this day for many of 
thofe things Solomen traded thither for. Tho’ af- 
ter all perhaps there was no fuch place originally as 
Ophir in Jadia ; only the gold brought from thence 
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HIS chapter contains an account of the queen 
ae of Sheba’s vilit to king Solomon to her great 
fatisfaction, ¥. 1—13. of Solomon’s merchandize 
and riches, and the magnificence of his court, y. 
34—23. of the rich. prefents fent to- him, and of 
the purchafe of chariots and horfes, and other 
things he made, ¥. 24—29. 


¥. 1. And when the queen of Sheba heard of the 
fame of Solomon, &c.] Fofephus “calls her a queen of 
Egypt and Ethiopia ; bat Sheba was in the fouthern 
part of Arabia Felix , her name with the Ethiopians 
is Maqueda”, and with the Arabic geographer * 
Belcquis. Some’ think that Sheba, or Sada, is not 
the name of a country, but of the queen herfelf; 
and that fhe is the fame with Sabdée the fiby] men- 
tioned by Paufanias*; but no doubt Sheba or Saba, 
the metropolis of Arabia Felix, as Phitoftorgius* calls 
it, is here meant ; which Benjamin of Tudela fays” 
is called the country of / Yeman, or the fouth ; 
and the name of queen Teimaz given to this 
queen by an Arabic writer‘, feems to be the fame 
asthe queen of the fouth, agreeable to Mast. xii. 
42. fee the note there. The fame of Solomon’s 
ereatnefs and goodnefs, of his wealth and riches, 
and efpecially of his wifdom, had reached her ears ; 
perhaps by means of the embafladors of princes 
that had been at Solomon’s court, and attended hers. 
fxccording to an Ethiopic writer *, it was by Ta- 
merinus, 2 merchant of hers, fhe came to hear.of 
him: particularly fhe heard. of his fame concern- 
ing the name of the Lord, his knowledge of the 
true God, the favour he was in with him, the ex- 
cellent wifdom he had received from him, and what 
he had done for his honour and glory : fhe came to 
prove bim with hard queftions ; in things natural, 
civil, and divine; to try whether he had fuch a 
fhare of knowledge and wifdom it was faid he had, 
fhe pofed him. with zenigma’s, riddles, dark and in- 


tricate fayings, to unravel and tell the meaning of.|purpofe ; and fome things which fhe 
She might be an emblem of the Gentiles, feeking hherfelf, and had never imparted to an 
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Ch.xexd 
was like thatof Ophir in Arabia, and therefore the: 
called the place fo from whence it was had ; f 
Fob xxii. 24. and fet from thence gold 420 talents 
and brought it to king Solomon, which according 
Brerewood* amounted to 1,890,000 pounds of 
money ; and according to another writer‘ 5,132 
ducats of gold. Abarbinel fays a talent of 
was equal to 12300 Venetian ducats; in 2 Chron. 
viii..18. it is faid, that 450 talents of gold | 
brought to Solomon , perhaps thirty might be ex: 
pended in the voyage, or paid to //iram’s fervants ~ 
for their wages, as fome Fewz/b writers obferve 3: vi 
or in the bulk or ore it might be 450 talents, but 
when purified only 420, as Grotius remarks 5 


way removes the difficulty ; though fome thin ¥ 
different voyages are refpected here and there ; | bf 
the gold of Ophir frequent mention is made : : i 
{criptare, og i 2% 
y 4 

. : " f 

unto Chri, having heard of him, J/ xi. ro 3 


xii. 20, 21. In Matt. xii. 42. the is faid to com " 
from the uttermoft parts of the earth, wherefor ‘ae eae 
fome fetch her from Sumatra in the Eajft-Indies, 
where in an old map no other name is put but 
Sheba* . ete 
¥. 2. And fhe came to Ferufalem with avery great 
train, &c.| With many of her courtiers and prin- 
cipal men, as well as with a large retinue of fer-— 
vants : with camels that bare pices; her country 
abounded both with camels and fpices ; fee Jf Ix. 
6. Fer. vi. 20. andthe notes there,» and as Pliny* 
obferves ; who fays their fpices ufed to be carried on 
camels, particularly frankincenfe, for which Shea 
was famous, and is therefore called by him regio 
thurifera, the frankincenfe-country ®, being to 
be had no where elfe ; and Strabo * {peaks of cin- 
namon, cafia, and other fpices here in fuch plenty, 
that the inhabitants burnt the wood of them for 
fuel ; and Diodorus Siculus* reprefents this coun-_ 
try as exceeding odoriferous, and as having be- 
fides the above fpices balfam, myrrh, calamus, 
coftus, and others, in fuch abundance that they 
heated their ovens with them : and very much gold; 
fee ¥. 10. the gold of Sheba is fpoken of in Pf 
Ixxii. 15. and Pliny * obferves, that the Sabeans 
are exceeding rich, as in other things, fo in gold ; 
and Diodorus * Siculus and Strabo™ {peak of gold 
found here in large Iumps, very pure, and of 
a fine colour: and precious ftones, as chryftalsy 
emeralds, berylls, and chryfolites, mentioned by 
Disdorus" as in thofe parts; and a late traveller 
fays°, that Arabia Felix abounds with balfamy 
myrrh, caffia, manna, dates, gold, frankincenfe, 
and pearl : and when fhe was come to'Solomon ; unto 
his palace, and admitted intohis prefence : foe com= 
muned with him' of all that was in ber heart which 
fhe had in her mind to difcourfe with him abot 
and which fhe had Jaid up in her memory for tha 
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fome think ; all which fhe had full liberty from| greatly exageerated, but now the found it was 
Solomon to propound unto him. * itrictly true. 
y¥. 3. And Solomon told her all her queftions, &c.|| ¥. 7. Howbeit I believed not the words, until J 
Anfwered them, told her the meaning of every| come, and mine eyes had jen it, &c.] That is, the 
thing fhe enquired about, expounded her riddles, |did not believe the whole of what was related to 
folved her objections, and gave her fatisfaction in] her; fomewhat of it the credited, and fuppofed 
all things fhe propofed unto him : there was not any there was fomething grand and extraordinary in it, 
thing bid from the king which he told her not , there| or fhe would never have taken fuch a journey ; bur 
was not any thing, though ever fo abftrufe and|fhe did not believe that all could be true; fhe thought 
difficult, but what he underftood, and gave her a| things were too much magnified : and bebold the 
clear and plain folution of. ‘half was not told me; of what fhe now faw and 
y. 4. And when the queen of Sheba had feen all\heard : thy wi/dom and pro/perity exceedeth the fame 
Solomon’s wifdom, &c | Which fhe perceived by his| which I heard; the inward endowments of | his 
anfwers to things relative to all forts of fcience, na-| mind, and the outward magnificence of his court, 
tural, civil, and divine : and the boufe that be had\exceeded the relation of them to‘her; they were 
built ; the fingular for the plural, boxe for houfes ;| beyond expreffion, they were fo great that repor- 
the houfe of the Lord, his own houfe, that for Pha-|ters could not hyperbolize upon them, nor even 
rvaob’s daughter, and the houfe of the foreft of Le-|come up to them in their account of them, and in 
-banon;, in all which there appeared not only fur-| which yet men are apt to exceed. 
prizing grandeur and magnificence, but exquifite} y. 8. Happy are thy men, &c.] The menof JF 
art and fkill ; there was a great difplay of his wif-|7rae/ that had a king over-them, fo wife, fo great, 
dom in the form and contrivance of them. fo-|fo good: happy are thefe thy fervants, which ftand 
fepbus? {ays what exceedingly furprized her, and} continually before thee, and hear thy wifdom , who 
raifed her admiration, was the houfe of the foreft} were now prefent, and to whom {fhe pointed, and 
of Lebanon. » may refpect not his nobles and courtiers only, but 
x. 5. And the meat of bis table, &c.] The va-}his menial fervants, who had an opportunity of of- 
rious forts of it, the different difhes, and the mul-|ten hearing the wife fayings which dropped from 
titude of them; fee ch. iv. 22, 23. and the fitting| his lips ; and which no doubt were means of greatly 
of bis fervants ; at table, either with him, or at|improving their knowledge’ and underftanding in 
tables by themfelves, yet in his prefence ; for thefe things natural and divine. 
were his nobles and courtiers, who were placed in}. ¥. 9. Bleffed be the Lord thy God, &c.] Of whom 
order, according to their rank and degree, which| fhe might have better notions than when fhe came 
fhewed wifdom : and the attendance of bis minifters,;out ot her own country : which delighted in thee, 
or the ftanding * of thofe that waited, both at the|to fet thee on the throne of Irae ; loved him with 
king’s table, and the tables of the lords, who each}a love of complacency and delight, was fedidiab, 
had their proper place and bufinefs affigned ; fo}as he called him, beloved of the Lord, and there- 
that the utmoft decorum was obferved, and no|fore he chofe him and preferred him to be king 
confufion or diforder to be feen: and their apparel ;| before his elder brother : decaufe the Lord loved Ij- 
their feveral liveries, which were diftinét according] rael for ever ; to eftablifh them as a kingdom for 
to the pofts and offices in which they were, and]ever as they were, fo long as obedient to him ; fee 
which no doubt were rich and fplendid, as well as} 2 Chron. ix. 8. therefore made he thee king, to do 
various : and his cup-bearers ; to ferve him and his| judgment and juftice; not merely for the fake of ho- 
nobles with wine when called for; though the word] nour and: glory, much lefs to, indulge to pleafure 
fignifies liquors", and may defign the various forts and luxury, and ftill lefs to oppreffion and tyranny 5 
of wines, and other drinkables ufed by him, of} butto adminifter juftice and judgment to the peo- 
which there was great plenty : and his afcent by|ple, which isthe principal end of government; fee 
which be went up unto the houfe of the Lord ; the| P/- Ixxii. 1, 2. 
fteps which he had made to go up from his pa- ¥. 10. And foe gave the king 120 talents of gold, 
lace to the temple ; which were fo curioufly devifed,| &c-] The fame fum that Hiram fent him, ch. ix. 
and fo artificially wrought, that it gave the queen] 14. fee the note there ; this fulfilled the prophecy, 
among other things, a fenfible proof of his great fo far as it refpected Solomon, Pf. Ixxii. 15. and of 
wifdom, as well as of his religion and piety. The} /prces very great fore, and precious fiones , fee y. 2.» 
Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and Arabic ver- there came no more fuch abundance of Jpices as thefe 
fions, and fome others, render the words, and the which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon, that 
burnt-offerings which be offered in the houfe of the\is, into Fudea.  Fofepbus reports’, that fome fay 
Lord, and {o Fofephus * underftood them ; fhe was} that the balfamic plant which Yudea was afterwards 
fhewn the fervice of the houfe of the Lord, as|fo famous for, was brought by this queen, and a 
much as could be admitted, and perhaps was told gift of hers to Solomon ; and Diodorus Siculus * fpeaks 
the meaning of jt; all which fhe faw, both in his|of it as in Arabia, and not to be found in any 
own houfe, and in the houfe of God, and greatly fur-jother part of the world, 
prized her : fo that there was no more [pirit inher ;|  ¥. 11. And the navy alfo of Hiram that brought 
fhe was quite aftonifhed; like one in an exftacy,| gold from Ophir, 8c.] This perhaps was before So- 
‘fhe had no power for a time to fpeak, what fhe faw|/omon was concerned with Hiram in navigation, 
and heard fo affected her. : ~ \- |and merchandize; though in 2 Chron. ix. 10. both 
¥.6. And fhe faid to the king, &c.] When fhe} their fervants are faid to bring it’; and itis here in- 
was alittle come to herfelf : it was a true reportthat|{erted perhaps to fhew that. Solomon had not his 
IT beard in mine cwn land, of thy aés, and of thy\gold, at leait all of it, from the queen of Sheba 5. 
wifdom ; which fhe was ready to call in queftion, | but much from Hiram, who fetched it from Opbir 5 
when fhe firft heard it; at leaft fhe thought it wasland as this was in India, as obferved on ch. ix. 28. 
, a ; many 
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many writers maice mention. of gold in that part of| 600 fhekels of gold went to one target 5 which 
the world, as Diedorus Siculus™, Strabo *, Diony-\be underftood not of the weight, but of the 
fius’, Curtius*, Pliny*, and others: and this}or value of them, which amounted. to 450 pounc 
navy alfo brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug- of our money ; fo Brerewood *. Ra. xi. 
trees; ov algum-trees, by tranfpofition of letters,| yy. 17. dud he made 300 frields of eal 
2 Chron. ix. 10, 1. which fome of the Fewi/h| &e.] _ Which were a lefier fort: three poun of 
writers ° take to be coral, which is not likely ;|gold went to one Jeield; or 3200 thekels, as in 
others Brafil, rather ebony, which was peculiar to}2 Chron. ix. 16. a hundred. fhekels made one 
India, as both Solinus ‘ and) Virgil fay “; Strabo *)pound, fo that thefe were but half the value ofene- 
makes mention of ftrange trees in Jndia: and pre-|former, and one of them was-worth but 225 | 
cious ftones; of which there is great variety and}pounds: Eupolemus °, an heathen. writer, makes | 


plenty in that country, as related by Diomy/fius', as 
diamonds, berylls, jafpers, topazes, and amethyits, 
and by Curtius *, Solinus “, and others. 

yu 12. And the king made of the almug-trees, pil- 
lars for the houfe of the Lord, and for the king’s 
houfe, &c.] Or terraces, as in 2 Ghren. ix. 11, 
caufeways ; and means the afcent or caufeway he 
made from his own houfe to the temple ;_ the paye- 
ment of which, as archi interprets the word here, 
was made of the wood of thele trees ; or the fup- 
ports of it, or rather the rails on each fide, on 
which men might flay, themfelves as they pafied 
along, as Ben Gerfom, and fince this afcent was 
admired by the queen.of Sheba, it is particularly 
obferved what wood it was made of, and from 
whence it came: harps alfo, and pfalteries for 
fingers, thele mufical inftruments were made of the 
fame wood; ‘Fe/epbus* fays, of amber, and that 
their number was 400,000: ¢here came no fuch 
almug-trees, nor were feen unto this day; not in the 
land of J/rae/, neither before nor fince, fee 2 Chron, 
15. abi 


mention of thofe golden fhields So/amon made, and 


: 
s 


which were made for fhow, and not for war, as — 
follows: and the king put them in the houfe of the . 


foreft of Lebanon ; one part of which was made 
armoury of, fee Cant. iv. 4._ ; en 

y. 18. Moreover, the king made a great 
ivory, &c.] To fit on and judge his people: 
ivory being white, may denote the purity, juftic 
and equity with which he judged ; the white throne 
in Rev. xx. rt. may be an allufion to this; the 
ivory he had from Zarfbifh, ¥. 22. and overlaid? 


with the beft gold; tor the greater fplendor and 
majefty of it; not that he covered it all over, for ~ 


then the ivory would not be feen, but interlined it, 


or ftudded it with it, whereby it appeared the more — 


beautiful and magnificent. Such a throne of gold 
and ivory was decreed to Ce/ar by the Romans?, 

y. 19. The throne had fix fteps, &c.] Up to 
the footftool of the throne, which was of gold, 
2 Coron. ix. 18. and was high, that every one in 
court might fee him, and the better hear the fen- 
tence he gave: and the top of the throne was round 


¥. 13. Aud king Solomon gave unto the queen of\bebind; had a femicircle~at the top of it, like an 


Sheba all her defire whatfoever foe afked, Sc.] , Some 


alcove: and there were ffays on esther fide on the 


curious things fhe faw, and. was defirous of, fhe |place of the feat; or bands *, fuch as the arms of a 


afked for, and had them: Zefdes that which Solo- 
mon gave ber of his royal bounty, of his own good 
will and’ pleafure, without. afking : fo jhe turned, 


chair, to lean and reft upon: aad two lions ftood 


befide the fiays; which were not only ornamental, 


and for fupport of the ftays, but expreffive of ma- 


and went to ker own country the country, of Sheba|jefty, and of undaunted -courage and refolution to 


in Arabia Felix: foe and her fervants , the train or 
retinue. fhe brought with her,,.which , was large, 
Vn,,2:0 prea 
y¥. 14... Now the weight. of gold that came to Selo- 
mion in one year, was 606).talents of gold.|} From 
Ophir and Larfbifo, and wherever he traded; which 
was of ..our. money, according to Brerewood *, 
2,997,000 pounds; or, as another learned man ', 
who makes it equal to 5,138,520 ducats of gold. 
¥. 15. Befides. that he had of the merchantmen, 
and of the traffick of the {pice-merchants,, &c.| 
‘What.they paid him as a: duty or cuftom for the 


do juftice, and of the danger fuch expofe them- 
felves to, who oppofe magiftrates in. the difcharge 
of their office ; and in which Solomon was a type of 
Chrifi, the lion of the tribe of Fudab, and for the 
fame reafons were the like portraits on the fteps,’ as 
follows. 1 
y..20. And twelve lions ftood there on the one fide, 
and on the other, upon the fix fteps, &c.] There 
was a lion’ on each fide of every ftep, a fymbol of 
royal power, as before obferved; fo the Egyptians 


placed lions under the throne of Orus": there was | 


not the like made in any kingdom; for the matter and 


importation of their goods: and of all the kings of|\form of it, for its grandeur and magnificence ; 


Arabia, who were fubject to him, and paid him a 
yearly tribute, or at leaft made prefents, fee.ch. iv. 
21, 24..and of the governors of the country; who 
were viceroys or deputy-governors of countries con- 
quered: by his father, and who collected tribute 
from the people, and paid it to him. 
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there was none at leaft at that time, whatever has 


been fince ; for this is the firft throne we read of 
ivory. = Bote 

y.21. And all king Solomon’s drinking-veffels were 
of gold, &c.} Such quantities of it were brought 


to him from Ophir, and paid to him in tribute, 
W. 16, dnd king Solomon made 200 targets. of |and given him as prefents: and all the veffels of 1 b 
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little efteemed, and fearce any ufe of it made in 


Solomon’s palace, if at all; though doubtlefs it was| f 


elfewhere, and efpecially filver as money. 

¥.22. For the king had at fea a navy of Thar- 
Shifo, with the navy of Hiram, &c.] T. har/bifh. was 
not the place the navy went from, but whicher it 
went to, as appears from 2 Chron. ix. 21. and xx. 
36. and defigns not Tarfus in Cilicia ; nor Tarteffus 
in Spain, or Gades, or which was however near it ; 
though it appears from Strabo * and Mela‘, that 
the Phanicians were acquainted with thofe parts, 
and were poffeffed of them; and particularly, ac- 
cording to Velleius Paterculus", the navy of Tyre 
traded thither betore the days of Solomon ; and Vi- 
tringa“ is Clear in it, that thefe were fhips that 
traded to Tarteffus, with the thips of Zyre; and it 
is more likely that that place is meant than Car- 
thage, now called Tuais, in Africa ; though the 
Targum here calls it.the navy, the navy of Africa ; 
but as Thar/hifh is fometimes ufed for the fea in 
general, here it may fignify a particular fea, fo 
called; and which Fo/ephus * names the Tar/ic fea, 
the fame with the Jndian fea; and points to the 
fame country where Ophir was, which was wathed 
by it, and to which the two fleets joined were bound. 
This is obferved, to account for it how Solomon 
came by fo much gold: once in three years came the 
navy of Tharfeifh, it returned in fuch a fpace of 
time; navigation not being improved as now, and 
failing by coafts, and what with their ftay abroad 
to vend and purchafe goods, and to refit their 
fhips, as well as fometimes contrary winds, they 
were {o long in performing this voyage, which is 
now done in a few months: bringing gold and fil- 
ver; fo that filver was accounted of, and ufed for 
fome purpofes, though not for the king’s plate : 
ivory, and apes, and peacocks ; ivory is the elephant’s 


tooth, as the word fignifies; fome of thofe are of 
an almoft incredible bignefs; fome are faid to be of 


90, others of 125 pound weight ; Vartomannus” fays, 
he faw in Sumatra, where fome place Ophir, one that 
weighed 330 pounds; though, according to the Erhi- 
opians*, the ivory is from the horns; and fo fay * 
Paufanias and others, fee Ezek. xxvii. 15. but it is 
commonly fuppofed to be of the two teeth in the up- 
per jaw that ftandsout; and whether they are called 


horns or'teeth, they are the fame of whichivory is : of 


elephants, there were large numbers in India, bigger 
and itronger than thofe in Africa ; which latter were 
afraid of the former, as, Diodorus Siculus”, Curtius‘, 
and Pliny“ relate ; fo Virgil ° fpeaks of ivory as 
fetched from Jndia ; and Horace‘ alfo, which mutt be 
Eoaft- India, for thereare no ivory nor apesin the We/t- 
dndies*: apes or monkeys were then, as now, brought 
from thofe parts. Szraéo* reports, that when the 
Macedonians under Alexander were there, fuch a vaft 


number of them came out of the woods, and placed 
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themfelves on the open hills, that they took them 
or an army of men fet in battle-array to fione 
them. Vartomannus ‘ {peaks of monkeys in’ thé 
country of Calecut, of a yery fmall. price: near 
Surat apes are in great efteem, nor will they fuffer 
them to be killed on any account*. There are 
various forts of apes, fome more like to goats, 
others to dogs, othiers to lions, and fome to other 
animals, as. Philoforgius' relates; and who alfo 
fays, the /pbinx is one fort of them, and which he 
defcribes on his own fight of it as refembling man- 
kind in many things, and as a very fubtle animal ; 
and fo Solinus ™ reckons fuch among apes; but 
what come neareft in name and found to the kuphim 
of Solomon here, are thofe Pliny " calls cephi, whofe 
forefeet he fays are like the hands of men, and 
their hinder feet like the feet and thighs of men ; 
and Strabo ° defcribes a creature found in Ethiopia, 


,called by him ceipus or cepus, which has a face like 


a fatyr, and the reft of it is between a dog and a 
bear, ‘There is a creature called cebus by Ariftotle °, 
and is defcribed as having a tail, and all the reft 
like a man; according to Ludolf 4, cepbus is the 
orang-outang of the Indians. The word for pea- 
cocks fhould rather be rendered parro/s, fo Funius ; 
which are well known to come from India‘, and 
from thence only, according to Paufanias*; Varto- 
mannus * fays, that at Calecut there are parrots of 
fundry colours, as green and purple, and others of 
mixt colours, and iuch a multitude of them, that 
men aré appointed to keep them from the rice in 
the fields, as we keep crows from corn; and that 
they are of a fmall price, one is fold for two-pence, 
or half a foufe; and the number of them may be 
accounted for, becaufe the Brachmans, the priefts, 
reckon them facred, and thereforethe Indians eatthem 
not". Curtius” defigns thefe, when he faysin India 
are birds, which are taught to imitate man’s voice ; 
and Solinus™ fays, that India only produces the 
green patrot, that is, the Ea/t-Indies, the Weft- 
Indies not being then difcovered ; tho’ fome ’ think 
they were, and that it was thither Solomon’s navy 
went : certain it is, there are parrots of various co- 
lours in the Weft-Indies, which P. Martyr of Angle- 
ria frequently makes mention of in his Decades. 
Huetius® derives the Hebrew word here ufed from 
man, which he fays fignifies to joiz or adbere to 
any thing, as thefe birds will cling to, and hang 
by their bills and nails on a branch of a tree, &&e. 
fo that.they are not eafily feparated from it; the 
word is ufed in Deut. xxxiii. 3. and, according to 
fome, in this fenfe. But after all, if it fhould be 
infifted on, as it is by many, that peacocks are meant, 
thefe alfo are found in India. Alexander the Great 
firft faw them in this country, which fo amazed 


him, that he threatened to pwnifh thofe feverely 
that fhould- kill any of them *% Vartomennus ® 

makes 
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makes mention of them as in great numbers in|them from the dominion of Hiram; this is faid in 
fome parts of India ; and they are catched and fold|the fame figurative way; of the fycomore-trees, 
at an eafy rate at Surat‘, and make part both of | Rauwolf fays *, they are what the Moors and Ara- 
their game, and of their grand entertainments * ;|Zians calls mumeitz, whiclr he defcribes to be as 


‘Ailianus * often {peaks of them as in Jndia in great|large and as high as white mulberry-trees, and _ 


numbers, and in great efteem. 


having almoft the fame leaves, but rounder, and 


¥. 23. So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of|their fruit not unlike our figs, only fweeter, and 
the earth, for riches and for wifdom.| In which he|no little feeds within, and not fo good, and are 


was an eminent type of Chrift; fee Epd. iii. 8. 
Col. ii. 3. 


¥. 24. And all the earth fought to Solomon to 


hear his wifdom, which God had put in bis beart.] 


For it was all of God, a peculiar gift of his; by 


all the earth is meant the inhabitants of it, and 


only them, and thofe the more principal ; who 


came from the feveral parts of it, hearing the fame 
of his wifdom, to know the truth of it, and to 
improve themfelves by it. 

¥.25. And they brought every man his prefent, 
&c.] To recommend them, and introduce them 


into his prefence: veffels of filver, and veffels of 
gold, and garments, and armour, and fpices, and 


horfes, and mules, a rate year by year; every one 
brought according to the commodities of his coun- 
try ; and this they did yearly, out of great refpect 
to him, and in veneration of him for his wifdom, 
and for the advantages they received by his wife 
counfels, and inftructions ; befides, it was the cuf- 
tom of the eaftern countries not to pay a vifit, ef- 
pecially to great perfonages, without carrying a 
prefent. 


y¥. 26. And Solomon gathered together chariots and 


horfemen, &c.] Both for war; for though it was 
a time of peace, he provided againft the worft, left 
an enemy fhould come upon him fuddenly, and 
when unprepared: and he had 1400 chariots, and 
12,000 horfemen;, of the latter fee ch. iv. 26. 
whom he beftowed in the cities for chariots, and with 
the king at Ferufalem;, fome of the, horfemen. were 
quartered in the cities where the chariots . were 
placed, and fome of them in Feru/alem, to be near 
the king’s perfon, and ta be a guard to him on oc- 
cafion. ofephus' fays, half of them were in. Feru- 
falem about the king, and the reft were difperfed 
through the king’s villages. 

¥. 27. And the king made filver to be in Ferufa- 
Jem as ftones, &c.) By the vaft quantity he re- 
ceived from Zarfbifo; this is an hyperbolical ex- 
preflion : and cedars made he to be as the fycomore- 
trees, that are inthe vale, for abundance, not by 
the growth of them, but by the importation of 


CHA 

Cpe: chapter relates the falfe fteps Solomon 
took, notwithftanding all his wifdom, in 
marrying ftrange wives, and worfhipping other 
gods, ¥. 1—8. upon which the Lord threatens him 
to rend the kingdom in his fon’s time, ¥. g—13. 
and he raifed up adverfaries againft him, Hadad, 
Rezon, and Feroboam, ¥. 14—26. of which latt 
am account is given, and of his being affured by 
Abijgk the prophet of his having 10.0f the tribes 
of /rael given to him which Solomon having no- 
tice of, fought to flay him, ¥. 27—,40. and the 


chapter is concluded with.an account. of Solomon’s 
death and burial, ¥. 41—43. 


/ 
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therefore not efteemed, and are commonly fold to 


and grounds ; of which fee more in ‘the note om 
Amos Vii. 14. 

y¥. 28. And Solomon bad horfes brought out of 
Egypt, &c.] To mount his horfemen with, and 
draw his chariots; which feems contrary to the 
command in Deut. xvii. 16. and linen yarns the 
king’s merchants received the linen yarn at a price; 
or rather linen itfelf; or linen garments, as Bes 
Gerfom, linen being the ftaple commodity of Zgypt, 
fee Jf. xix. 9. but no mention is made of yarn in 
2 Chron. ix. 28. and the word rendered line yarn 
fignifies a confluence or collection of waters and 
other things; and the words may be rendered, as 
or the collection, the king’s merchants received the 
collection at a price ; that is, the collection of horfes, 
a large number of them, got together for fale ; 
thefe they took at a price fet upon them", which 
is as follows. rt 

¥.29. And a chariot came up, and went out of 
Egypt for 600 fhekels of filver, &c.|° Which reckon- 
ing at two fhillings and fix-pence a fhekel, amounted. 
to 75 pounds ; but a fhekel was not worth more than 
two fhillings and four-pence farthing: and an 
horfe for an 150; and this being the 4th part of 
the above fum, the ews gather from hence ‘that 
there were four horfes ina chariot ; the horfes muft 
be reckoned one with ‘another, the whole collec-. 
tion of them, or otherwife no doubt but one 
horfe was better than another ; and it was @ pretty 
large price to give for a horfe in thofe times; 
which taking a fhekel at the loweft rate, muft be 
upwards of ro pounds; and which is too great @ 


fum {till for a cuftom or tribute to be paid for 


them, whether to Pharoah or Solomon, as fome un- 
derftand it: and fo for all the kings of the Hittites ; 
perhaps the fame with the kings of Arabia, y¥. 5. 
and for the kings of Syria; thofe of Damafcus, 
Lobah, &c. did they bring them out by their 
means, that is, by the means of Solomon’s mer- 
chants, who bought them out of Egypt, and fold 
them to thefe kings. 


By syed 


¥. 1. But king Solomon loved many firange women, 
&c.] His love was a luftful and not a lawful one, 
and of women who’ were not only of foreign coun- 
tries, but not: his lawful wives, and thefe-many : 
together with the daughter of Pharoah; pipet 
or as he loved her, and perhaps more ; ‘hi§ fin wa 


not that he loved her who was his. lawful wife, 


but others with her; it is very probable fhe was 
a profelytefs, and had no hand in turning him to 
idolatry, fince we read not of any high place bui 
for an Egyptian idol : women of the Moabites, Am- 
monites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; all’ 


the neighbouring nations, Some think,hé did ‘this 
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the poorer fort, and that they grow in all fields” 


. 
* 
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enmity ; but it rather feems to be the fruit of luft 
or pride. 


¥.2. Of the nations concerning which the Lord 


faid unto the children of Ifrael, ye fhall not go in to 
them, neither fhall they come in unto you, &c.| That 
is, they fhould not intermarry with one another; 
this is to be underftood of the laft mentioned, the 
Hittites, who were one of the feven nations this 


law refpected, Deut. vii. 1, 3. for furely they will 


turn away your heart after their gods, which is the 
reafon given for the making the above law, and 
was fadly verified in Solomon: Solomon clave unto 
thefe in love; he not only took them, but kept 
them, and expreffed a ftrong affection for them. 

y. 3. And he had 700 wives, princeffes, aud 300 
concubines, &c.| In all 1000, a prodigious num- 
ber ; though thefe might not be all for ufe, but 
for ftate, aiter the manner of the eaftern monarchs ; 
thefe were a far greater number than are alluded 
to in Cant. vi. 8. unlefs the virgins without num- 
ber there, were fuch of thefe as were not defiled 
by him; but the number here feems plainly refer- 
red to, in Eccl. vii. 28. and his wives turned away bis 
heart ; both from his duty to his God, and from 
attendance to his” bufinefs as a king, efpecially the 
former, as follaws. 

y. 4. And it came-to pafs when Solomon was old, 
&c.] Toward the latter end of his reign, when 
he might be near 60 years of age; for Reboboam 
his fon and fucceflor was 41 when he began to 
reign, ch. xiv. 21. which is obferved either as an 
ageravation of the fin of Solomon, that in his old 
age, when by long experience he might have been 
thought to be ftill wifer, and lefs luftful: and yet 
that bis wives turned away his heart after other 
gods; or as pointing at the advantage his wives 
took of his age: and his heart was not perfeli with 
the Lord bis God, as was the heart of David bis fa- 
ther ; who, though guilty of many fins, never in- 
clined to idolatry ; his heart ‘was always right in 
that point, and fincere in his worfhip, fee Pf. xviii. 
20+—24. ; 

¥. 5. And Solomon went after Afbtoreth the god- 
defs of the Zidonians, &c.| Enticed by the Zido- 
nian women, or woman he had, y. 1. 
to the Phenician hittaries ', Solomon married a daugh- 


‘ter of Hiram, king of Tyre and Zidon, fo Clemens 


of Alexandria fays *, that Hiram gave his daughter 
to Solomon; Albtoreth is Aflarte, the fame with the 
Venus of the Greeks, fo Suidas'; and Lucian ™ ex- 
‘prefsly fays, the Sidonians had a temple, faid by 
them to belong to Affarie, which he takes to be 
the moon ; and both Venus and Funo fignify the fame 
“planet ; fee the note on Fudg. it- 13. and after Mil- 
com the abomination of the Ammonites ; the fame with 
Molech, ¥.7. of which fee the notes on Lev. xviii. 
2t. and on Amos i. 13. after this he was drawn by 


his Ammonitifh wife, or wives, y. 1. though the 


Fewifh writers think he did not worfhip thee idols, 
but fuffered his wives to do it, and connived at 
‘it, which was his fin; fo Ben Gerfom and Abar- 
dinel. . 

y. 6. And Solomon did evil in the fight of the Lord, 
&c. 
a: and went not fully after the Lord, as did Da- 


vid bis father ; for though he did not relinquifh 
the worfhip of the true God, and the fervice of 
the temple, yet inafmuch as he worfhipped other 


i Apud Tatian. contr. Grxcos, p, 171. 
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with political views, to get intelligence of the ftate 
of thofe countries, or to abate and extinguifh their 


According 


As idolatry is, nothing more provoking to 
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gods befides, or connived at the worfhip of them; 
he did not wholly, and conftantly, and folely ferve 
the Lord, as his father did. 

¥. 7. Then did Solomon build an high place for 
Chemofh, the abomination of Moab, &c.} Of this 
idol, fee the note on Yer. xlviii. 7. an high place 
for which he ordered to be built, or at leaft fuffer- 
ed it to be built, at the inftigation of his Moaditifh 
woman or women, y¥. 1. this was built ia the bill 
that is before Ferufalem; on the mount of Olfves, 
as Farchi, called from hence afterwards the mount 


of corruption, 2 Kings xxili. 15. and for Molech, 


the abomination of the children of Ammon, {ee ¥. 5. 
YW. 8. And likewife did he for all bis ftrange 
wives, &c.| That is, built high places for their 
idols, or fuffered them to be built; for when he 
had done it for one, he could not refufe it to an- 
other, without greatly difobliging them; even for 
as many of them, which burnt incenfe, and facri- 


iced unto their gods; the gods of the countries 
from whence they came, and in the worfhip of 


which they had been brought up: this fhows, 
that the beft and wifeft of men, when left to them- 


felves, may do the worft and moft foolifh of all 


things ; as nothing can be more fo than the worfhip 
of fuch wretched deities. 


¥.9. And the Lord was angry with Solomon, be- 


caufe his heart was turned from the Lord God of 
Vrael, &cc.| Ory from the fear of him, as the Tar- 
gum, which muft in a great meafure be caft off, or 


he could not have given in to idolatry in any fhape 


as he did; for it was for that the Lord was dif- 
pleafed, than which nothing is more provoking ta 


him, as may be often obferved: which bad appear- 


ed unto him twice ; once at Gibeon, and again after 


his prayer at the dedication of the temple, ch, iii. 
5. and ix. 2. which is mentioned here as an ag- 
gravation of his fin, that he fhould fall into it, 


when the Lord had condefcended to appear to him 


fo eracioufly. 
¥.10. And had commanded him concerning this 


thing, that he fhould not go after other gods, &c.] 


Which is another aggravation of his fin, that it 


was againft an exprefs command of God, and was 


particularly given him, and he was warned to ob- 
ferve it, and threatened with evil fhould he break 
it: but he kept not that which the Lord command- 
ed’; fee ch. ix. 5, 6, 7. 

y¥. 11. Wherefore the Lord faid unto Solomon, 
&c.] Not in a vifion, as before, but by a pro- 
phet; the Fews fay*, dbijah the Shilonite, which 
is probable, fee ¥. 29. fora/much as this is done of 
thee, that thou haft not kept my covenant and my 


jtatutes which I have commanded thee; but broke 


them by his.idolatry : Iwill furely rend the king- 
dom from thee, and I will give it to thy fervant ; 
meaning ‘Yeroboam, who was not only a fubject, 
but in office under him, y». 26, 28. 

y¥. 12. Nothwithftanding in thy days 1 will not do it 


for David thy father’s fake, &c.] Not for the me- 


rits of David, but the promifes made to him, 
2 Sam. Vii. 12,13: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy fon; and immediate fucceflor, Reho- 
boam. ~ | 
¥. 13. Howbeit, I will not rend away all the king- 
dom, &c.] The whole kingdom of J/rael: but 
will give one tribe to thy fon but it feems he had 
both Benjamin and Fudab, and only 10 tribes were 
rent from him ; the reafon of this mode of expref- 
fion may be, either becaufe he gave him one of the 
. tribes 
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tribes of J/rael, befides that of fudahb, which was 
his own tribe; or only the tribe of Fudab is meant, 
the whole tribe of Benjamin not being his, fince 
Bethel, and fome other places in that tribe were in 
the poffeffion of Feroboam , or rather both thefe 
are called but one, becaufe their inheritances lay 
together, and were mixed with one another ; and 
particularly both had a fhare in the city of Feru- 
falem, and the kingdom always after the divifion 
went by the name of Yudab only : and this tribe 


was given for David my fervant’s fake ; becaule of 


the promife to him, that there fhould not want one 
of his feed to fit on his throne, ch. ix. 5. and for 
Ferufalem’s fake, whom I have chofen ; to have the 
houfe of his fanctuary, and worfhip in, and there- 
fore thought fit to have one rule there, that would 
have a regard to his fervice in it. 

y. 14. And the Lord flirred up an adverfary unto 
Sclomon, Hadad the Edomite, &c.] ‘Though he did 
not take his kingdom from him for his fin, he 
chaftized him with the rod of men, as he faid he 
would; fuffering one, and then another, to rife up 
and difturb his peace in his old age, fee 2 Sam. 
vii. 14. Le was of the king’s feed in Edam; of the 
blood royal. 

v.15. For it came to pafs when David was in 
Edom, &c.] Fighting with the Edomites, and fub- 
duing them, and putting garrifons in the land, 
2 Sam. viii. 14. and Foab the captain of the hoft 
was gone up to bury the flain; the [/raelites that fell 
in battle, or whom the Edomites afterwards, thro’ 
ftratagem and furprize, fell upon in their garrifons 
and deftroyed, and which caufed Foad to go thi- 
ther to bury them, and take vengeance on the 
Edomites for it ; or thefe were the Edomites flain by 
David and Foab ; and it has been always reckoned 
a piece of humanity to bury the dead of an ene- 
my, and is to the honour of the conqueror, fee 
Ezek. xxxix. 12, 13. or to fuffer the enemy to 
bury them themfelves: it is faid °, that Hercules 

‘was the firft that brought up this practice, and that 
before they were left on the field, to be devoured 
by dogs; fo they were in the times of the Trojan 
war, as appears by the writings of Homer; but 
burying them in after-times, was ufed by the Ro- 
mans ® and Greeks; and Fofepbus % delivers it as a 
law of Mo/es to bury enemies, and not fuffer any 
dead to lie without partaking of the earth, nor to 
pafs by or overlook.any unburied; but from whence 
he took it, or grounds it upon, is not very evi- 
dent; this is the firft mention of it; though the 
Targum is, ‘* to {trip the flain:” after he bad fmit- 
ten every male in Edom; as he thought, intending 
to root out the name of them; being enraged at 
their falling upon the garrifons, if that was the 
cafe. 


y.16. For fix months did Foab remain with all\ foab were dead. 


Ifrael, &c.] With the whole army : until he had 
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Ch. xi. ¥.14—2 : 


that was their view at firft fetting our, where 
might hope for help, at leaft theiter: //adad being 
yet @ little child; whom his father’s fervent? hae 
whilft Yoab was making the flaughter he did, and 


took the opportunity of fleeing with him whilft he ¥. E, 


was burying the dead. we 

y. 18. And they arofe out of Midian, &c.| A 
coyntry which lay in their way to Egypt, and where 
it feems they made fome ftay, and then departed : 
and came to Paran, near to which was a wildernefs 
of the fame name, in which the J/raelites wandered 
when they came out of Egypt, and which lay between 
Edom and Egypt: and they took men with them out 
of Paran, either as guides and guards through the 
wildernefs, or to make the better appearance be-_ 
fore Pharaob, and that they might meet with the ~ 
better reception : and they came to Egypt, unto Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt; and told their cafe, and in- 
formed him who Hadad was: who pitying an un- 
fortunate young prince, gave him am houfe; for 
him and his fervants to dwell in: and appointed bim 
vidiuals ; a daily provifion for him and his men: 
and gave him land; for his fervants to cultivate, 
and trom thence to raife a revenue for his fupport ; 
the Fewifo writers fay, he gave him cities to rule 
‘over; but as he was but a little child when he 
came, it can’t be thought that was done, at leaft 
direétly. 

¥.19. And Hadad found great favour in the fight 
of Pharaoh, &c.| Perhaps for his comely perfon- 
age, princely qualities, and good behaviour, as 
he grew up: fo that he gave him to wife the 
Sifter of bis own wife, the fifter of Tabpenes the 
queen; it feems the kings of Egypt ufed to marry 
their favourites to great perfonages ; fee Gen. xl. 
45. 

y. 20. And the fifter of Tabpenes bore him Genu- 
bath bis fon, &c.] Which fignifies frea/th, and the 
name might be given in memory of himfelf being 
carried away by {ftealth from his own land: whom 
Tabpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s boufe; who was fo 
fond of the child, that fhe took it, and weaned it 
for her in the king’s palace: and Genubath was in 
Pharaoh’s boufbold among the fons of Pharaoh ; 
brought up among them, as if he was one of 
them. 

¥. 21. And when Hadad heard in Egypt that Da- 
vid flept with bis fathers, &c.| Was dead and 
buried, as the death of princes is foon known in 
other countries, and efpecially a king of fuch fame 
as David: and that Foab the captain of the hoff 
was dead, whofe name might be terrible to Hadad, 
becaufe of the flaughter of men he had made in 
his country: Hadad faid unto Pharaoh, let me de- 
part, that I may go to mine own country; with a 
view, and an hope to recover it, now David and 


Si 


y.22. Then Pharaoh faid unto him, but what 


cut off every male in Edom , as he fuppofed ; for it| haf thou lacked with me, &c.] ither of an equi- 


was not fact, fince after this they increafed again, 
and became a powerful people, and had a king 
over them, and revolted from Fudab, 2 Kings viii. 
20, 21, 22. 

¥.17. That Hadad fled, &c.] Whilft Foab was 
burying the flain: Le, and certain Edomites of bis fa- 
ther’s fervants with him , who either was king, and 
thefe fome of his officers and courtiers; or how- 
ever was of the royal family, and had an equi- 
page, and thefe fome of them: +o go into Egypt ; 


© lian. Var. Hilt. 1. 12. ¢. 27. 
B. 3, 4, & 5. 
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page fuitable to his birth and marriage, or of pro- 
vifions for ‘his houfhold, or of honour and refpeét, 
or of any favour from him: that behold, thou eckeft 
to go into thine own country? as if not well ufed 
where he was, or would be better’ provided for 
there: and he anfwered, nothing; he wanted no- 
thing at all, had all he could with’ for : bowbeit, 
let me go in any wife; he had fach an extreme de- 
fire to go, that he begged it might not be denied 
him on any account; whether he acquainted Pha- a 
Bee aise 
Vid 
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aa Hiscview:in thUMMeeG 18 rior (1a, "bin prophet Abijah, after related’: Salamon builé Mill: 


is probable he did, and it is certain Pharaoh} and repaired the breaches of the city of David his 


~ gave him leave to go, fee y. 25. 

¥. 23. And God flirred bim up another adverfary, 
&c.| One from the north, as the other was from 
the fouth: Rezon, the fon of Eliadab, which fled 
From bis lord Hadadezer king of Zobab; when David 
fought with him; and this man feeing the battle 
go againft his mafter, and that he was like to be 
worfted, deferted him and fled, fee 2 Sam. viii. 3. 

¥.24, And he gathered men unto bim, 8c.\ Per- 
haps fome of the fcattered forces of his matter’s : 
and became captain over a band, when David flew 
them of Zobah ;’ fome that.efcaped enlifted under 
this man, and lived by plunder the remainder of 

~ David's reign, and fo in the reign of Solomon unto 
his old age,- when his heart was turned away from 
God to idols, by his wives: and they went to Da- 
mafcus, and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damafcus ; 
Rezen and his men went thither, not in David's 
time, for he put'a garrifon there, 2 Sam. viii. 6. 
but towards the clofe of Solomon’s days, and when 
Hadad fet up in Edom, which gave him the hint 
to do the fame at Damajfcus, of which he became 
king, and was the founder of that kingdom ; after 
him, there was a long race of kings there. 

¥. 25. And he was an adverfary to Ifrael all the 
days of Solomon, &c]» Not all the days of his 
lite, fee ch. v. 4. but all his days from his firft 
going into idolatry, to the end of his life: efde 
the mifchief that Hadad did ; and which, whatever 
it was, was not donetill this time ; for either when 
he got leave from Pharach to go into his country, 
he lay hid there, waiting an opportunity to feize 
upon it; or by means of Pharaoh he got himfelf 
to be king of it, through the permiffion > ae 
mon, paying a tribute to him; but when Solomon 
was grown old, he revolted and refufed to pay it, 
and rebelled againft him, and gave him much 
trouble: and be abborred Ifrael, and reigned over 
Syria ; not Hadad, but Rezon ; he had an averfion 
to them, was a thorn in their fide, and gave them 
much trouble, as well as had them in contempt, 
and bid them defiance, having made himfelf not 
only mafter of Damajcus, but of all Syria. 

y. 26. And Ferobcam the fon of Nebat, 8c. ] 

_ According to fome Fewi/h writers", this was Sheba 
the fon of Bichri; but, as Kimchi obferves,. he was 
of the tribe of Benjamin, this of Ephraim, and 
befides, his head was cut off, and thrown over the 
wail to Joab, 2 Sam. xx. 1, 22. an Epbrathite of 
Zereda fome where in the tribe of Ephraim, but 
no’ where elfe mentioned. There was a famous 
Fewifo doktor, before the times of Chrift, of this 
place, as it feems, who was called Fa/e ben Foezer, 
a man of Zereda*: Solomon's fervant; not only 

“his fubjeé&, but one that had been advanced by him 
to an office, and ferved under him, ¥. 28. whofe 
mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow woman ; who 
very probably was fupported by this her fon, an 
indufirious and ingenious man: even he lifted up 
his band againft the king, either again{t Solomon, 
by reproaching and reproving him for fome things 
he did; or rather againit Reboboam his fon, which 
was very ungrateful. 

x. 27. And this was the caufe be lift up his hand 
againft the king, &cc.| The occafion of it, his be- 
ing advanced to fome pofts under Solomon, which 
elated him, and what pafled between him and the 


* Shalfhalet Halsabala, p. 11.. 
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father; in the overfight of which; itis fuppofed 
by the Fews, he employedgthis man, who reproach- 
ed him for doing thefe works; building an houfe 
in Mille for Pharaob’s daughter,* and ftopping up 
the paffage to the city of David, and the peoples 
accefs thither upon occafion. ar 

¥. 28. And the man Feroboam was a wighty man 
of valour, &c.|) A man of great ftrength of bodys 
and fortitude of mind : aud Solomon feeing the young 
man that be was indufrious 5 in what he was {ét 
about.in the above buildings and,repairs : be imade 
him ruler over all the charge of the houfe of ‘Fofephs 
the tribes of Ephraim and Mauaffeh, to bea prince 
or a deputy-governor of them; or rather to, col- 
leét the king’s tax from them, or the revenues of 
that part of the country, fee Prov. xxii. 29. 

¥.29. And it came to pafs at that time, when 
Jeroboam went out of Ferufalem, &c.| Kither to 


enter upon his new office; or having been with So- © 


lomon to pay in the revenues, and to make up his 
accounts with him, was going back to the coun- 
try to do the duty of his office : that the prophet 
Abijah the Shilonite found bim in the way, not ac- 
cidentally, but purpofely was in the way to meet 
him, and converfe with him ; this prophet. was of 
the city of Shilob, and where was now his abode, 
fee ch. xiv. 2. and be bad clad himfelf with a new 


garment, not Feroboam, but the prophet, ‘and that 


by the direction of the.Lord, for the following 
purpofe : and they two were alone in the field; itis 
poffible Feroboam might have fome fervants with 
him ; but 4bijab defiring fome \private converfa- 
tion with:him, he fent them onwards, or bid them 
ftay at fome diftance ; who yet might be capable 
of objerving what was done, though not of hear- 
ing what was faid; or otherwife, how fhould Solo- 
mon come to the knowledge of ‘it, ¥. 40. 

¥. 30. And Abijah caught the new garment. that 
was on him, &c.| This looks as if it was Fero- 
boam’s garment, having got a new one to appear 
before the king in ; though the fenfe may be this; 
that the prophet took hold of his own garment 
that was upon himfelf: aud rent it in 12 pieces ; as 
fymbolical of the 12 tribes of J/rael. 


¥. 31. And he faid to Feroboam, take. thee ten 
pieces, &cc.] Of the twelve, an emblem of the. 


ten tribes he was to have: for thus faith the Lord 
God of /frael, behold, I will rend the kingdom out of 
thewband of Solomon, that is, out of his family : 
and will give ten tribes unto thee , to rule ever. 

¥. 32. But be fhall have one tribe for my fervant 
David's fake, &c.] See the note on y. 13. 

¥. 93. Becaufe' that they have forfaken me, &c.} 
My worfhip, as the Targum; both Salomon and the 
children of /rael following his example ; which is 
not to be wondered at, confidering how prone they 
always were to idolatry: and have worfhipped Ajb-, 
toreth the goddefs of the Sidonians, Chemofh the god 
of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children 
of Ammon; of which deities fee the references in 
the notes on ¥. 5, 7. and have not walked in my 
ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to 
keep my flatutes: and my judgments, as did David 


his father , the feveral laws of God relating to ré- . 


ligious worhhip efpecially, which David was a ftrict 

obferver of ; and therefore So/omon having fuch a 

pattern before him, was the more blame-worthy. 
¥. 34. 


* Pirke Abot,icer. §4..- : 2 
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Gc, and though the tribe of Yudeb was carried 


cially if he was i 
Abijab and Fero 
Was 5 coe through Abijab’s making 1 
it, or through Ferosoam not being abie t 
own counfel, or through the report of ¢ 
whae-they faw done, y. 29: “which Salo 
eafily underftand: and Fercboam arofe and flea 
Egypt ; the common fan@tuary of perfons i 
in thofe. days: unto Shifbak king of Hxypts oI 
the father-in-law or the brother-in-law of Sole 

or one of another family, on whom the kingdom 
devolved ; and who might not have any gooe 
{pect for Solomon, and. therefore Ferohoam thought — 
himfelf fafe with him: this is thevonly king.of 
Egypt in fcripture that is called Pm own nam 
and notPharaob ; he is generally fuppofed to b 
fame with i kale of Heredotus *, and the | 


y¥. 34. Howbeit, I will not take the kingdom out 
of bis band, &c.| Not any part of it, ¥. 12. 
but I will make him prince all the days of bis life; 
that is, he fhall continueyto hold the government 
of all the tribes fo long’as he lives: for David my 
fervant’s fake, whom I chofe, becaufe be kept my com- 
mandments and my fiatutes ; {ee ¥.12. or was well 
pleafed with, as the Targum; for keeping, the com- 
mands of God from right principles, and with right 
views, is well pleafing to him. — we 
935. But I will take the kingdom out of bis 
fon’s band, &c.|_ All but the tribes of Fudab and 
Benjamin: and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes ; 
fignified by ten pieces of the rent garment he had 
given him, ¥. 31. Sha Bis 3 
¥. 36. And unto his fon will I give one tribe, &c.| 
Sudab and Benjamin reckoned as one ; fee the ex- 


planation of this on ¥. 13. that David my fervant | oris or Vemofis of Fuftin “sand the rat 
may have a light always before me in Ferufalem, the | be ‘neal fince, according to Heredota 


city which I have chofen me to put iy name there ; 
or a kingdom, as the Targum; or an illuftrious 
prince, a fucceffor, fining in royal majefty and he J 
glory, to guide and direct, chear and comfort the | alfo Diodorus Sicnlus affirms”, that hed 
people of //rael ; be an honour to David's family, | the E¢biopians dwelling to the fouth, andl 
and a means of continuing the pure worfhip of|them to pay tribute; out of which countrie 
God in the temple at Zerufalem ; fee 2 Sam. xxi. |foak brought many with -him in. his: expeditio 
17. (Pf exxx, 17-5 » | fagainkt ‘Ferufalem, 2 Chron. xii. 2, 3. end wad in 
¥. 37. And I will take thee, &c.] From the] Beypt until the death of Sclomons novdaring to re- 
low eftate in which he was, to be king: and thou | turn till that time, and then he did. 5 Sa eit 
foalt reign according to all that thy foul defireth; he| yt. 41. And the reft of the atts of Solomon, and all 
being ambitious of the kingdom, and having al-| tbat be did, and bis wifdom, are they not writlemin 
ready formed in his mind fome defigns upon it :| the book of the ads of Solomon ?| Either written 
and foall be king over Ifrael, the ten tribes. by himfelf, as Kimchi fuggetts, though — 
¥. 38. And ityhall be, if thou wilt bearken unto|\ing; or by fome chronologer or hifto: 
all that I command thee, &c.| —And be obedient employed.by him in writing the moft memore 
thereunto: and wilt walk in my ways; direéted to| things that happened in his reign; or by fevera 
in the law of Mofes: and do that is 77ght in my fight, | prophets, as in'2 Chron. ix. 29. ont of which the 
to keep my fiatutes, and my commandments, thofe|infpired writer of this book took what he was di- 
particularly refpecting divine worfhip: as David) rected to by the Lord to be tranfmitted to future 
my fervant did; who very diligently and conftantly | ages. <b Site 
attended to the ordinances of religion: that I will] y. 42. And the time that Solomon reigned in Feru- 
be with thee; to guide and direct, protect and de-|/alem, over all Ifracl, was 40 years.) The fame 
fend, profper and fucceed: and build thee a fure\{ays Eupolemus*, an heathen writer, + makes 
houfe, as I built for David; continue the fuccef-| him to live but 52 years ; which is the common . 
fion of the kingdom. in his pofterity: and will give| tradition of the Fews, who fuppofe he was but 12 
Tfrael unto thee, to rule over them. years of age when he began to reign §_ ane 3 = 
y¥. 39. And 1 will for this affiitt the feed of Ba-| be confuted from the age of his fon tebe » ae 
vid, &c.\ For the idolatry Solomon had been|ch. xiv. 21. Fofepbus*, on the other hand, makes =~ 
gui ty of, and connived at: but not for ever; for| him to live to too great an age, who fays, that | 
when the ten tribes were carried captive, the king-| reigned 80 years, and lived 94. <b -{ 
ise of Fudab flourithed under Hezekiah, Jofiah,| y¥. 43. And Solomon flept with bis fathers, Se 
Died as they did: aud was buried in the city of Da- 
vid his father 5 not in Bethlebem, but Zion, ch iii. 
10, and Reboboam his fon reigned in bis ficad; Of 
whom more in the following chapter. @hough 7. 
of his father David, of whofe kingdom there will} nothing is faid of Solomon’s repentance, there is no 
be no end, Luke i. 32, 33. and Farchi’s note on| doubt but he wasya good man, repented of his fins, : 
the text is, “for in the days of the Meffiah the|and was faved ; as may be concluded, from the — 
kingdom fhall return to it,” the feed of David;|commendations of him after his death, 2 Obrom 
and Abarbinel fays, of a truth, at the comin xi. 17. from the-promife of God that he mad 
our Meffiah, this prophecy will be fulfilled ; but| his mercy fhould not depart from him, tho 
the true Meffiah is come already, in whom it is| chaftized him, 2 Sam. vii, 14, 15. frot 
fulfilled ; fee Kimchi and Abendana, who refer to an infpired writer, who were all holy n 24 
Ezek. xxxvii. 19. 24. | 20. and efpecially from his writing *t > boo! 
¥.40. Solomon fought therefore to kill Feroboam, | Ecclefiaftes after bis fail, which contair fu 
‘8c.]. Which is another inftance of his folly, to} knowledgment ‘of ‘all shis evils, a: 1 \tath 
feck to defeat the countel of God, when he himfelf| chem, and repentance for them. 
was affured by the Lord, the kingdom fhould be] an Arabic writer, rathly afferts, ‘th 
rent, and given to his fervant, y. 11. and efpe-|] out-repentance. 9) \-g Pty 
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the only king of Zgypt that ruled over 
pians 5 and Strabo fays *, he was the 
dued Ethiopia and the country “of 


captive, yet it returned after 70 years captivity, 
‘and had rulers over it of the feed of David; and 
efpecially to the Meffiah has ‘God given the throne 
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f aah relates Reboboam’s going to She- 
“& chem to be made king, and Feroboam’s return 
from. Egypt, ¥. 1, 2. the people’s requeft to Rebo- 
boam to be eafed of their taxes, as the conditién of 
making him king, y. 3, 4. rat abi to them, 
after three days, having had the advice both of the 
old and young'men, which latter he followed, and 
gave inarough anfwer, yy. 5—15. upon which ten 
tribes revolted from him, and. two abode by him, 


_ ¥. 16—20. wherefore he meditated a war againft 


‘ 


‘the ten tribes, but was forbid by the Lord to engage 


“in it, ¥. 21—24. and Feroboam, in order to eftablifh 
_ his kingdom, and preferve the people from a revolt 

‘to the houfe of David, becaufe of the tem: 
at Ferufalem, deviled a icheme of idolatrous worfhip 


-worfhip 


in his own territories, y. 25—33. 
i+? et ‘ , 


» 


eo 1. And ‘Reboboam went to Shechem, &c.] 
After the death and interment of his father : for all 
Tjrael were come to Shechem. to make him king; as 
was pretended, though in reality it was to feek oc- 
cafion againit him, and make Feroboam king; it 
is very probable they knew of the prophecy of 4i- 
jab, and therefore would not go to Ferufalem, but 
to Shechem, a city inthe tribe of Ephraim, of which 
Feroboam was, and where he had fowed the feeds 
of fedition when ruler there; and this place they 
chofe, partly becaufe they could more freely {peak 
what they had in their minds, and partly for the 
fafety of Feroboam they had fent for on this occa- 
fion ; fo that Reboboam went thither 0h 
but of neceflity. The Fews © obferve that this 
place was very ominous ; here. Dinah was ravifhed, 
TFofeph was fold, Abimelech exercifed tyranny, and 
here now the kingdom was divided. 
¥. 2. And it came to pafs-when Feroboam the fon 
of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, &&c.} 
Of the death of Solomon, and of the meeting of the 
Tfraelites at Shechem: (for be was fled from the pre- 
fence of king Solomon; fee ch. xi. 40. and Feroboam 
dwelt in Egypt ;) until the death of Solomon ; fome 


_render the words, Feroboam returned out of Egypt *, 


which agrees with 2 Chron. x. 2. this he did on 
hearing the above news, and on ‘being fent for by 
fome of his friends, as follows. 

¥. 3. That they fent and called bim, &c.| That 


is, the people of J/rael, fome of the principal of 


them, efpecially of the are of Ephraim, fent mef- 
fengers to him, and gavéhim an invitation to come 
to them at Shechems or, they bad fent*, as Kimchi 
interprets it, which was the reafon of his returning 
from Egypt, at leaft one of them: and Feroboam, 
and all the congregation of 
men of them, the heads of the people ; thefe, with 


Feroboam at the head of them, who was come out |: 
of Egypt, came to Shechem, where Reboboam was, | 


and they had appointed to meet him : and fpake 
unto Rehoboam , one in the name of them all, per- 
haps Yereboam : faying, as follows. - ' 


¥. al Thy fotber made our yoke grievous, &c.) 


Laid heavy taxes upon them, for the finifhing of 


his buildings, for the maintenance of his houthold, 


for keeping fuch a large number of horfes and cha- 


riots, and for the falaries of his officers, and for 


the fupport of his magnificent court; though they 
had very little reafon to complain, fince this was 


© T. Bab. Sanhedrin, ‘fol. r0z. 1. 
Vatablus. _ © So Pagninus, Montanus. 
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forthe honour and grandeur of their nation; and 
they enjoyed their liberty, and lived in peace, plen- 
ty, and fafety all his days; and fuch an abundance 
of riches was brought unto them by him; that 
Gilver was as the ftone$ of the ftreet; though per- 
haps the taxes might be increafed in the latter part 
of his life, for the fupport of his vaft number of 
wives, and of their idolatrous worfhip, and‘for the 
defence of himfelf and kingdom againft the at- 
tempts of Hadad and Rezon; but as moft inter- 
preters obferve, what they had moft reafon to com- 
plain of, they take no notice of, even the idolatry 
he had fet up among them: gow therefore make thou 
the grievous fervice of thy father, and bis beavy yoke 
which be put upon us, lighter, that is, -eafe them of 


|their taxes, or leffen them: and we will ferve thee 


acknowledge him as their king,’ give him homage; 
and yield obedience to him. ©» 

¥. 5. And be faid unto them, Depart yet for three 
days, then come again tome, &c.} Suggefting that 
he would confider of their propofal, and enquite 
into the merits of it, and as thingsfhould appear to 
him he would give them an anfwer in three days 
time ; which at firft fight may feem a point of pru- 
dence in him, to take time for deliberation and 
counfel in this affair, but in his cafe and circum- 
ftance it was very imprudent ; for he might eafily 
fee there was difcontent among the people, and a 
faction forming againft him, and by taking time 
to himfelf, he gave them time*to take their mea- 


|fures, and haften and ripen them for a revolt s for 


by giving them fuch an anfwer, they might plainly 
perceive he was not inclined to give them fatisfac- 
tion; it would have been the moft advifeable in 
him to have promifed them at once that he would 
make them eafy: and the people departed ; to their 
quarters, and there remained to the third day. > 

yv. 6. And king Reboboam confulted with the old 
men that food before Solomon bis father, while be yet 
lived, 8c.] Which ‘was very prudently done’; 
for as thefe were men in years, and had been his 
father’s counfellors, from whom, no doubt, 
had learnt much wifdom, being often inc: 
council with him, .they were capable of giving 
the beft advice: and faid, How do you advife, th 


I may anfwer this people? what ‘anfwer would you : 


what man- 
i an- 


advife me to give to them, and in 
ner? 

x. 7. And they fpake unto him, faying, &c:\ 
They gave their advice as follows: If thou wilt be 


Jervant unto this people this day, and wilt ferve them, 


condefcend to them, behave in an humble manner 
towards them, for this day however, and gratify 
and oblige them; though indeed a king is but a 


gonus *, a king mild, humble, and gentle, per- 


ceiving his fon to behave in a fierce and violent 
manner towards his fubjects, faid to him, My fons 
doft thou not know that our glorious kingdom is 
a fervitude? and anfwer them and Jpeak good words 
unto them, give them a foft an{fwer, and fpeak 
kindly and gently to them, afd make them fair 
promifes, and give them reafon to expect that their 
requefts-will’be granted ; then they will be thy fer- 

would fo win upon 


vants for ever ; tuch pie 2 
. them, 


cate. il om te 
Pro 173 


- 
ye 


rvant to his people, and his adminiitration of 
government a doing fervice to them; hence Auti-. 


2 
ail 


' 41 years of age, they muft be about 


%. 
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them, and make fuch an impreffion upon them, 
that they would for ever after entertain an high 
opinion of him, and be ftrongly affected and at- 
tached to him, and readily ferve him. | 

_ ¥. 8. But be forfook the counfel of the old men 
which they bad given him, &c.] He did not rightly 
relith it, nor cordially receive it; it did not fuit 
with his haughty temper, he could not brook it, 
to ftoop to his people ; he thought it a leffening of 
his dignity to do any thing that looked like court- 
ing their favour ; and therefore determined not to 
take the advice given him by the old men, but to 
feek for other: and confilted with the young men that 
were grown up with him, and which frood before 
him; the fons of nobles, with whom he had his 
education, and who were his companions from his 
youth upwards, and who were now officers in his 
court, and of his privy-council, being his fa- 
vourites, and thofe he confulted on this occafion ; 
and though they are called young men, as they 
were in comparifon of the old men, yet fince they 
were cotemporary with Rebodoam, who was now 
0, Or not 
much under, and at an age to be wifer than they 
appeared to be. ie cal 

¥. 9. And he faid unto them, What counfel give 
ye, that. we may. anfwer this people, faying, &c.] 
fee ¥. 4. and the note there. 

y.10. And the young men that were grown up 
with him, /pake unto him, faying, &c.| Gave him 
the following advice: Thus fhalt thou [peak unio this 
people that [pake unto thee, faying ; as isfaid, ¥. 4 
thus foalt thou fay unto them, My little finger fhall 
be thicker than my fathers loins, or, is thicker ®; 
fignifying that he had more ftrength and power 
than his father had, and that he would make them 
know it, and they fhould feel the weight of it, and 
inftead leflening he would increafe their taxes ; 
for alfo hereby was intimated, that his glory, gran- 
deur, and magnificence was greater than his father’s, 
efpecially when he firft came to the kingdom, and 
therefore required the fame taxes, or greater, to 
fupport it; and perhaps reference may be had to 
the difference of their age, Solomon being a child, 
‘or a very young man, when he came to the throne; 
whereas Rebchoam was upwards of 40 years of age, 
and capable of judging what was fit to be done, 
and not to be talked to and treated after this man- 
ner, nor to receive the kingdom upon a condition 
of the people’s prefcribing. Hod ay 

¥. 11. And now whereas my father did ladeyou 
with a heavy yoke, &c.]_ ‘Which was putting 
words into his mouth, owning the charge and ac- 


‘culation brought againft his father, as he did, y. 


14. which was very unbecoming, if true; unlefs 


L KEN-G Sy * Chita 


+ & , 
_ » ee. Je te ‘ ‘ ¥ 
‘ Liew 


ii. 3. for whippiaghathitbetn was about _ 
and not along the back, barbinel calls 
thorns, rods that had “iron prongs o1 
them, ich toresthe, flefh extremel 
fays, a.rod that is fimooth is called a roé 
knotty and prickled, it is rightly called a fory 
becaufe it makes a wound in the body are 
crooked. Pliny.* afcribes the invention (of this 
of fcorpions to the Cretians, ah eet 
¥.12. So Feroboam and all the people cameto Re= 
hoboam the third day, &c.|  Fercboam came to him: 
at the head'of the people, being the head of: 
faction, and defigned for their king: as tbe 
had appointed, faying, Come to me again the th 
day; fee ¥. 5. ew ie 

W. 13. And the king anfwered the peop 
&c.] Ina bluftering manner, gave 
words ,and, fevere. menaces, being. w 
fuch a fpirit by his young counfeilors : 
the old mens counfel that they gave bim;.1 
good words and kind promifes. 

y. 14. And fpake to them after thee 
young men, &c.) And.in the very lan 
which they gave it: faying, My father 4 
yoke heavy, and I will add to your yokes my] 
alfo gbaftifed you with whips, but 1 will chaftife 
with feorpions, {ee the noteon ¥. 13.4) 4. Bs 

¥. 15. Wherefore the king bearkenedsnot untothe 
people, &c.| ‘To lefien their taxes, ‘and eafe them 
of their burdens, as they defired: for the caufe was 
from ihe Lord; it was according to his willand 
ippointment ;_ the defection of the’ people was 
willed by the Lord, and various things: im provi- 
dence turned up to alienate their minds from Rebo- 
eam, and difpofe them to a revolt from him in fa. 
vourof Feroboam ; and the Lord fuffered the coun= 
fellors of Reboboam to give him. the advice they © 
did, and gave him up to the folly ofthis own heart: 
to take it: shat he might perform his faying, which 
the Lord fpake by Abijah the Shilonite, unto Fera- 
boam the fon of Nebat ; {ee ch. xi. 2g—39..- 

y. 16. So when all Irael faw that the king bear- 
kened not unio them, &c.] To grant their requefts : 
the people anfwered the king, faying, What portion 
have we in David? or in his pofterity, which are 
not of our tribes, nor are we obliged, to ‘have a” 
king of that family; nor can we expeét any benefit 
or advantage from thence, as may be eafily con- 
cluded from the rough anfwer of Reboboam: nie 
ther have we inheritance in the fon of Feffe; fo they 
called David by way of contempt; which was great 
ingratitude, when he had done fuch great thing: 
for them, and he and his fon Solomon had raiied: 
them to the pitch of wealth and glory the now 
enjoyed; thefe were feditious expreffions, an 


* 


a 


I will edd to your yoke; make it heavier, lay more|times of David, 


this is faid according to the fenfe of the people :|feem to be borrowed from a feditious perfon in the ; 
Sam. xx. 01. to your tents, O 


taxes on them: my father hath chaftifed you with|I/rael; fignifying it was high time to depart f 
whips; which was putting -a lie into his mouth,|Rehoboam, and to have nothing to fay to hi 


and which he uttered; ¥. 14. for no inftance | 


feverity exercifed on. the people in general can Be|confider whom to fet as king over theny: 4 


given during the whole reign of Solomon: but Iwill 
chaftife you with fcorpions ; treat them more roughly, 
and with greater rigour: whips may mean fimaller 
omes, thefe horfe-whips, as in the J; argum ; which 
gave an acute pain, like the fting of fcorpions, or 
made a wound like ones Ben Gerfom fays, thefe 
were rods with thorns on them, which pierced and 
gave much pain, Weem/e™ thinks thefe are alluded 
to by thorns in the fides, Numb. xxxiii. 55. Fudg. 


® 1 grofiior eft, V. L. Pagninus ; denfior eft, Junius & Tremellivs, Pifcator. 
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do with him, but retire to their habitatio 


to thine own boufe, David; thou fon or ger 
of David; not his own houfe and 
mind his demeftic affairs, nor the hoaf 
fanétuary in his tribe, as many of the 9 
ters interpret it; but rather the tribe 
which he was, and would have hi 
what a narrow compais his ki 
brought, who was juit now blufterin: 
of his grandeur as a king: fo Ifrael dep 
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their tents; to their cities, as the 7; argum, and their 
habitations there, without recognizing Rehoboam 
as their king, or {wearing allegiance, or giving 
homage to him as fuch. 
_ #17. But as for the children of Tfrael which 
dwelt in the cities of Judah, &c.] Either fach T- 
raclites of the ten tribes that had before dwelt, or 
now upon this removed, for the fake of worfhip, 
to dwell in the tribe of Fudab ; or elfe that part of 
Prael, the tribe of Fudab, which dwelt in the cities 
belonging to it: Rehobcam reigned over them; they 
owned him to be their king, and fubmiitted to his 
government. 

¥. 18. Then king Reboboam sent Adoram, who 
was over the tribute, &c.| There was one ‘of this 
name in this office in the time of David, 2 Sam. 
Xx, 24. this is the fame’with Adoniram, as Farchi 
thinks, fee ch. iv. 6. him he fent either to collec 
the tribute of the Zpbraimites, to fhow his autho- 
rity; or rather to call the people back to have fome 
farther difcourfe with them, and endeavour. to 
foften things, and bring them ‘to a compliance, fo. 
Fofephus’; but it was toolate, and he employed a 
very improper perfon; the heavy taxes were their 
complaint, and a tax-gatherer, and efpecially one 
that was at the head of the tribute, mutt be of all 
men the moft difagreeable to them; this is another 
inftance of the folly and falfe fteps of Reboboam : 
and all Ifrael ftoned him with ftones, that be died; 
the populace fell upon him at once, and ftoned 
‘him to death; and which, though contrary to law 
and juftice, was. approved of and applauded by 
their principal men and all the people ; fo irritated 
and provoked. were they by Reboboam’s anfwer to 
them. ottinger ™ fays, this man was buried «in 
Shechem, which is very probable; but it is not ex- 
prefied here, as he fuggefts it is; however, a grave- 
ftone, found 4. D. 1480, in Spain, with this in- 
{cription, is not genuine, ‘this is the grave of 
Adoniram, a fervant of king Solomon, who came to 
collect tribute, and died fuch a day :” sherefore 
king Reboboam made fpeed to get him up to his cha- 
riot, to flee to Ferufalem, from Shechem, fearing 
they would treat him in the fame manner in their 
rage and fury; his courage was now cooled, and 
his haughty and hectoring fpirit was now brought 
down, and he was glad to make ufe of his chariot 
for flight; this is the firft time we read of a king 
of Jjrael riding in a chariot ; though before of 
Sifera, a Canaanitifo captain, and that only in a 
chariot of war. 

¥. 19. So Iirael rebelled againft the boufe of David 
unto this day.| In which the writer of this book 
lived, and fo continued until their captivity by the 
king of Afjria. Their revolt is called a rebel- 
lion; for though it was according to the purpofe 
and will of God, yet the people had no command 
or order from God for -ir, and was done without 
confulting him, and was a rejection of their lawful 
prince. ; 

¥. 20. And it came to pafs when all Ifrael beard 
that Feroboam was come again, &c.] Out of 
Egypt; the chief men knew of it before, for he 
had headed them in their approach and addrefs to 
Reboboam;, but the people in common had not, and 
efpecially thofe of the feveral tribes befides that of 
Ephraim: that they fent and called him unto the con- 


gregation, and made him king over all Yrael, they {city had Jain in ruins from the times of Abimelech, 
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fent for him from his tent oF houfe, which proba- 


bly was in Shechem, and gave him an invitation to 
come to their affembly, met together to deliberate 


about a king ; when they unanimoufly chofe him 


to be king over Jrae/, that is, over the ten tribes, 
and inaugurated him into his office : there was none 
that followed the houfe of David, but the tribe of 
Fudab only; in which Benjamin was included, as 
appears from the following verfe; that being joined 
to it, and mixed with it, and both having a part . 
in ‘Ferufalem, and fo ever after the kingdom was 
denominated the kingdom of Yudab. 

¥. 21. And when Rehoboam was come to Fertifa- 
lem, &c.] From Shechem, which was 40 miles ® 
from Ferufalem: be affembled all the boufé of Judah, 
with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourfcore 
thoufand chefen men, which were wabriors, to jight 
againft the houfe of Ifrael, to bring the kingdom again 
to Reboboam the fon of Sclomen, which not only 
fhews courage reaflumed by Reboboam, now got 
fate home, but the hearty attachment of Fudah and 
Benjamin to him, who raifed prefently fo numerous 
an army in his favour; and had it not been that 
the Lord was againft their going to battle with 
Yrael, in all probability they might have gained 
their point, Fercdoam being {earcely fettled in his 
kingdom, and having no forces raifed. 

¥. 22. But the word of God came unto Shemaiah 
the man of God, &c.] A’ prophet in thofe days, 
fee 2 Chron. xii. 15. and the word that came to 
him, as in the Targum, is called the word of pro- 
phecy : faying ; as follows. 

¥. 23. Speak unto Reboboam the fon of Solomon 
king of Fudab, &c.] He is called king before, 
but of what tribe or tribes is not exprefly faid, only 
it is implied in ¥. 17. and he is only acknowledged 
king of Fadab by the Lord himfelf: aad unto all 
the boufe of Fudah and Benjamin ; which made but 
one houfe, as before but one tribe, ch. xi. 36. and 
to the remnant of the people; of the other tribes that 
might dwell among them at Yerufalem, and efpe- 
cially Simeon, whofe inheritance was within the 
tribe of Fudah, Fofb. xix. 1. faying ; as follows. 

¥. 24. Thus faith the Lord, &c.] A common 
preface the prophets ufed when they fpoke in the 
name of the Lord: Ye fhall not go up, nor Jight. 
againft your brethren the children of Ifrael ; and that 
becaufe they were their brethren, though that is 
not the only reafon, another follows : retara every 
man to bis houfe, for this thing is from me; it was 
according to the will of God, as Fo/epbus rightly 
fays°; it was by his ordination and appointment, 
though ‘eroboam and the people finned in the way 
and manner in which they brought it about ; and 
therefore to fight againft /ael in order to regain 
the kingdom, would be fighting againft God, and 
fo to no purpofe: they hearkened therefore to the 
word of the Lord, and returned to depart according 
to the word of the Lord; they knew Shemaiah was 
a prophet of the Lord, and they believed the mef- 
fage he brought came from him, and therefore 
hearkened and were obedient to it ; and with the 
confent of Reboboam were difbanded, and returned 
to their habitations, being fatisfied with, and fub- 
miffive to the will of God, both king and people. 

¥. 25. Then Feroboam built Shechem in mount ~ 
Ephraim, and dwelt therein, 8c.] Not that this 
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Fudg. ix. 45. for then it would not have been a 
roper place for the convention of the people, y. 1- 
bat he repaired the walls of it, and fortified it, and 
built a palace in it for his refidence: and went out 
from thence, and built Penuel; a place on the other 
fide ‘fordan, the tower of which was beaten down 
by Gideon, Judg. viii. 17. and might be’ now re- 
built, or at leaft the city was repaired by him, and 
anew fortified, perhaps for the better fecurity of his 
dominions on that fide Jordan , though Fortunatus 
Scacchus® is of opinion that this was an altar, the 
fame as at Carmel, ch. xvili. 30. which Feroboam 
built, and called by this name in teftimony of the 
common religion of the J/raclites and Fews. 
y¥. 26. And Feroboam faid in bis heart, &c.] As 
he was mufing about the {tate of his kingdom and 
the affairs of it: Now shall the kingdom return to 
the boufe of David; fuch were his fears, unlefs fome 
method could be taken to prevent it, particularly 
with refpect to religion, which was what his 
thoughts were employed about. | 
y. 27. If this people go up to do facrifice im the 
houfe of the Lord at Ferufalem, &c.)| In the temple 
there, three times in the year, which all the males 
were obliged to, befides other times, when they 
had occafion to offer facrifice, which they might do 
no where elle: then-/ball the heart of this people turn 


Ch, xii. 36— gif 


fame words 4aran did on a like occafion 3 nor that 
he thought thefe were’ really gods, and:had divis 
nity in them ; nor could he hope or expect that the 
people would believe they had; but that thefe were 
reprefentations of the true‘God, who had brought 
them out of Ayypt; and that it might.as well be 
fuppofed that God would caufe his» Shekinah ta - 
well in them, as between the cherubim- over the 
| ott bebe, 
-29. And he fet the one in Bethsely ec.) An 
the fouthern part of the land, on the border of 
Ephraim and Benjamin; and the rather he ‘chofe 
this place, becaufe its name fignifies the houfe of 
God, and had been a facred place, where Jacob 
more than once enjoyed the divine» prefence : and 
the other put he in Dany in the northern part of the 
land, for the convenience of the inhabitants of 
thofe parts.; and the rather, fince it had been a 
place. reforted to in former times, ‘becaufe of the 
Teraphim of Micah there. See Tok 
¥. 30. And this thing became a finjo80} Phe 
caufe and occafion of the fin of idolatry; it led 
them by degrees to leave off the worfhip of God, 
and to worfhip thefe calves as gods: for the people 
went to worfhip before the one, even unto Dans 
which was the fartheft off, fuch was their great 
zeal for idolatrous worfhip; or they went: thither 


again unto their lord, even unto Reboboam king of \betore that at Betbel was fet up ; and even they at 


Fudah, being drawn by the magnificence of the 
temple, the beauty and order of worfhip in it, the 
holinefs of the place, and the grandeur of the royal 
court, and the perfuafions of the priefts and pro- 
phets of the Lord, both to keep to the fervice of 
the Lord, and to obey their lawful fovereign ; and 
befides, they might be in fear they fhould be taken 
up and punifhed as traitors, and therefore would 
chufe to fubmit to Reboboam, that they might have 
the liberty of facrificing without fear; ‘eroboam 


Bethel would go as far as Daw to worfhip, fuch 
was their veneration for both the calves; ~ Abar- 
binel is of opinion, that thefe calves werenot made 
by Yereboam for idolatrous ufes, only the altar 
after-mentioned ; and that he never worfhipped: be- 
fore them, nor facrificed to them, nor even built 


‘the altar before them; but that thefe were fet up 


as figns, and in memory of his kingdom, like the 
pillars in Solomon’s temple ; that he chofe the calf 
or ox as emblems of his family, the family of fo- 


feems confcious himfelf that Reboboam was their |/feph, Deut. xxxiii. 17. two to reprefent Ephraim 


liege lord and lawful king: and they foall kill, me, 
and go again to Rehoboam king of Fudah; his fears 
ran fo high, that he fhould not only lofe his king- 
dom but his life, unlefs fome ftep was taken to 
make an alteration in religious worthip. 

y. 28. Whereupon the king took counfel, &c.] 
Of fome of his principal men, that had as little 
religion as himfelf, and were only concerned for 
the civil ftate ; and the refult of their confultation 
was as follows: and made two calves of gold; in 
imitation of that which was made by Aaron, and 
encouraged by his example and fuccefs ; and having 
been in Egypt fome time, he might. have learned 
the calf or ox-worfhip there, and might take his 
pattern from thence, and have two as they had, 
the one they called 4p7s, which was worfhipped at 
Memphis, and another called Mnevis, worfhipped at 
Hierapolis, as many learned men have obferved ; 
thefe were fhe-calves, according to the Septaagint 
and Fofepbus*: and faid unto them ; not his coun- 
fellors, but the people of the land: Jt is too much 
for you to go up to Ferufalem; pretending he fought 
their eafe, by contriving a method to prevent their 
long fatiguing journies, to go up with their facri- 
fices, firit-fruits, &¢. and the Fews' fay the firft- 
fruits ceafed from going up to Ferufalem on the 


23d of Sivan, which anfwers to part of May and}people into it, but rather thofe of higher rank» : 
part of une, on which day they kept a, faft on|the words may be. literally: rendered, from the ex- 


and Manaffeb ; golden ones, to denote: the majefty 
and perpetuity of his kingdom; and:he fet thefe 
the one at Bethel, at the entrance of it, and the 
other at Dan, at the farther borders of it; and 
that, he did not call thofe gods, but the only true 
God, as he that brought J/rae/ out of Egypt; only 
fignified by that expreffion, that he was every where, 
there as well as at Ferujalem; but that the J/raelites, 
who were taken with Jenfible objects; on vifiting 
thefe out of curiofity, it became a fnare to them, 
and they fell into the worfhip of them ; juit as Gi- 
deon’s ephod, and Mo/es’s brazen ferpent, were unt 
them. on ads 
¥. 31. And he made an houfe of high places, 8ec.} 
Or altars’, built a temple at Dan, and fet up»fe- 
veral altars in it for facrifice, both for burnt-offer- 
ings, and for incenfe, as at Ferufalem: and made 


priefts of the loweft of the people ; this claufe feems 


not fo well rendered; for this would have been 


very unpopular, and. brought his:new form of 


worfhip into contempt, to make the dregs of the 
people priefts, which was. not only-a very facred 
office, but of great honour ; it was ufualin fome 
nations for kings to be priefts alfo*, and\feroboam 
himfelf exercifed this office, ¥.:33.! and xiii, 1. 
and therefore would never put the meaneft’ ofthe 


that account: behold thy gods, O Ijrael, which| tremities.or ends of the people." 5. meaning.not mere- 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt; wling the|ly from the extremeft parts of his country, but 
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rather out of the whole of thé people; out. of all|curned afide to them, and not when Jeroboam made 
forts of them, out of any of them without any|them. ‘The claufe in the parenthelis, /o he did in 
diftinGtion of tribe: for fo it follows, which were| Bethel, intimates, that he did the fame in Bethel 
not of the fons of Levi; and as by this means hejas in Daz, of which, what is faid before, is {poken 5 
enriched himfelf, by taking the cities that belonged|that is, that he made an houfe of high places: in 
to the priefts and Levites, which they were obliged Bethel alfo, made priefts out of all the people, fuch 
to leave, and from whence he drove them, 2 Chron.|as were not of the tribe of Levi, appointed the 
xi. 14. fo he pleafed the people by Jaying open the/feaft of the 15th day of the 8th month to be ob- 
priefthood common to them, and freeing them}ferved there alfo, and he himfelf.offered on the 
trom the payment of tithes, and the like. altar there: and be placed in Bethel the priefts of the 

¥.32. And Feroboam ordained a feaft in the 8th\ high places which he bad made ; to officiate there. 
month, on the 15th day of the month, like unto the| yt. 33. So he offered upon the altar which be had 
feaft that is in fudah, &c.] The feaft of taber-|made in Bethel, the 15th day of the 8th month, &c.| 
nacles, which was on the 15th day of the 7th|As he had done in Dan: even in the mouth which 
month; this was done chiefly for the fake. oflhbe had devifed of bis own heart; the feaft of taber- 
an alteration ; though Adarbinel thinks, becaufe the|nacles was of God’s appointing, but.the time of 
fruits of the land were not fo foon ripe, nor fo foon|keeping he had devifed himfelf, changing it from 
gathered in the northern parts of the land, as nearer|the 7th month, or Ti/ri, which anfwers to our Sep- 
Yerufalem, he jadged this month the fitteft for the|sember and OGober, to the 8th month, or Marche/- 
fea{t of ingathering the fruits; and he might hope|vaz, which anfwers to part of Ofoder and part of 
to get more people to come to his feaft, when all) November : and ordained a feaft unto the children of 
were gathered in: and be offered upon the altar (fo\lfrael ; to be obferved by them as the feaft of ta- 
be did in Bethel) facrificing unto the calves that be\bernacles was by the priefts of Judah and Benja- 
had made ; this he did by his priefts, or rather he|min: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt in- 
himfelf did it, fée ch. xili..4. this fhows that Ye-|cen/e ; which none but the priefts fhould do; per- 
roboam made thefe calves for worfhip, and did fa-|haps the reafon why the fame refentment was not 
crifice to them, ‘at’ leaft as reprefentations of God.|fhewn, as to Uzziab, was, beeaufe this was not at 
Abarbinel, to make this agree with his hypothefis,|the altar of the Lord: whether he burnt incenfe 
gives this fenfe of the-claufe, that he did not fa-jafter the manner of the Fewi/h priefts, or as the 
crifice to the calves, but to God, becaufe of them,|priefts of Egypt did to the fun, where he had been 
that his kingdom, which they were a fign of, might|for fome time, is not certain; the former burnt in- 
be continued, and there being but one calf in ajcenfe only twice a day, morning and evening, the 

lace, he could not be faid to facrifice to themjlatter three times; at fun-rifing they burnt rofin, 

th, but to God, becaufe of both; or elie he|about noon myrrh, and about fun-fetting Aypbhi, 
thinks this muft be done after the people had!which was a compound of 16 forts”, 

‘ ‘ \ 
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og this chapter is an account of a man of God 
being fent to exclaim againft Fereboam’s altar, 
and threaten its deftruction, of which he gave a 
fign, which was accomplifhed, and with it the 
withering of the king’s hand, which was healed 
upon the prophet’s prayer for him, ¥. 1—7. who 
would have entertained him at his houfe, but he 
refufed the offer, and departed, ¥. 8—1o. but an 
old prophet in Bethel hearing of him, rode after 
him, and fetched him back to eat bread with him, 
through a lie he told him, ¥. 11—19. upon which 
the word came to the old prophet, threatening the 
man of God with death for dilobeying his com- 
mand, and which was accordingly executed by a 
fion that met him in the way, and flew him, y. 
20—24. of which the old prophet being inform- 
ed, went and took up his carcafe, and buried it 
in his own fepulchre, where he charged his fons 
to bury him alfo when dead, believing that all the 
man of God had faid would be fulfilled, ¥. 25—32. 
and the chapter is clofed with obferving the conti- 
nuance of Feroboam in his idolatry, ¥. 33, 34. 


his aéts, firft and laft, nay after Ahijab his fon, 
2 Chron. xii. 15. and xili. 22. and for the fame 
reafon Shemaiah can’t be the man of God, ch, xii. 
22. though Tertullian * calls him Sameas, and de- 
figns Shemaiah : but whoever he was, he came dy 
the word of the Lord to Bethel; that is, by his com- 
mand: and Feroboam fioad by the altar to burn incenfe x 
at the time he came, fee ch. xii. 33. 

¥.2. And he cried againft the altar in the word 
of the Lord, &c.] By his order and command : 
and faid, O altar, altar ; addreffing himfelf not to 
Feroboam, but the altar, thereby reproving his ftu- 
pidity, the altar being as ready to hear as he; and 
becaufe that was what moved the indignation of 
the Lord ; and the word is repeated,-to fhew the 
vehemency of the prophet’s ipirit, and his zeal 
againft it; though the ews commonly fay it re- 
{pects both altars, that at Dan, as well as this at 
Bethel: thus faith the Lord, a-child fhall be born 
unto the houfe of David, Fofiah by name, who was 
not born until. 300 years after this, according to 
the Fewi/h writers*; but it is generally reckoned 
to be more, even 350 or 360 years; this is a clear 
proof of the prefcience, pre-determination, and 
providence of God with refpect to future events, 
contingent ones, fuch as depend upon the will of 


_ y. 1, And bebold, there came a man. of God out 
- of Fudab, &c.} Whom Fofepbus * calls Fadon, 
perhaps the fame with Jddo, who is by the Fewifh 
~ writers’ generally thought to be this man of God,|men ; for what more fo, than giving a name to a 

and which may feem to be countenanced by 2 Chron. |child? upon thee fhall he offer the priefts of the high 
ix. 29. but cannot be, becaufe this man was quickly |p/aces that burn incenfe upon thee, and mens bones 
Mlain, whereas Iddo lived after Reboboam, and wrote|/hall be burnt upon thee, all which was fulfilled by 


Jefiah, 


* Plutarch de Ifide & Ofiride. = Ut fupra, ¥ Seder Olam Rabba, c, 20. Shalthalet Hakabala, fol. t1. 4+ 
Jarchi & Kimchi in loc, = De Jejuniis, ¢, 16. ® Pirke Bliezer, ¢. 17» 


3 


; 


684. 


Fofiah, 2 Kings xxiii. 15, 16, 20. it may be read, 
the bones of a man, which the Zews underftand of 
Feroboam;, but may only fignify that inftead of the 
bones of beafts, which were burnt on it, the bones 
of men fhould. be burnt, and even of the priefts 
themfelves ; a glaring proof this of the truth of 
ptophecy, and of divine revelation. 

¥. 3. And he gave a fign the fame day, faying, 
this is the fizn which the Lord hath fpoker, &c.] 
As a confirmation of the truth of what the pro- 
phet had faid, and for the proof of his being a 
true prophet of the Lord: behold, the altar fhall 
be rent; of itfelf, by an invifible hand, by the 
power of God: and the afhes that are upon it foall 
be poured out ; fignifying it fhould be entirely de- 
molifhed, not only fhaken but deftroyed, fo as not 
to be capable of retaining the afhes on it; this 
was an emblem of the utter abolition of idolatry 
here in future times. . 

¥.4. And it came to pafs, when king Feroboam 
heard the faying of the man of God, who bad cried 
againft the altar in Bethel, &c.) He was highly 
provoked: fo that he put forth bis hand from the 
altar ; onwhich he was burning incenfe : /aying, lay 
hold on him he put forth his hand, and either fhook 
it at the prophet, threatening what he would do 
to him; or as beckoning to the people to feize him, 
and which he alfo exprefled: and his hand, which 
be put forth againft him, dried up, fo that be could 
not pull it in again to him; he could not move it 
one way nor another, but it remained in the fame 
pofition, the nerves and mufcles being fhrunk; which 
was a farther confirmation of the prophet’s miffion 
from God, being one of thofe concerning whom 
he fays, do my prophets no harm, and a freth token 
of the certain performance of what he had faid. 

¥. 5. The altar alfo was rent, &c.| Split into 
two parts perhaps, and one fell one way, and the 
other another: aud the afbes poured out from the 
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rophefied of wouldjbe fulfilled, and was,an. i 
pate alfo of ener 401) tothe Peay 
fhould have led him to repentance, but didnot. 

¥.7. And the king faid unto the man of God, 
come home with me, and refrefo thyfeif, &c.], By 
eating a meal with him, after fuch a journey he 
had taken, and delivered his prophecies, and put 
up his prayers for the king: and J will give th 
reward; for his prayers, by means of whic 


the Lord, the author of this miraculous cure, nor 
exprefits the leaft degree of thankfulneis and gra- 
titude to him. ; apy ers 
y. 8. And the man of God faid unto ihe king, &c.] 
In anfwer to his civility to him, to affure him, it 
was not out of contempt to him, or ill will to him, 
or flight of his favour, but in obedience to the 
will of God: if thou wilt give balf af thine house; 
of the riches in it, and even of his kingdom: J 
will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread 
nor drink water in this place ; this idolattous place ; 
the reafon follows, ' rtoshie aaa 
¥.9. For fo it was charged me by word of the 
Lord, &c.J] ‘The command of the Lord, by which 
he came to Bethel, and cried againft the altar there, 
¥. 1,2. faying, eat no bread, nor drink water, nor 
turn again by the fame way that thou camef , fig- 
nifying that no communion was to be had with 
idolaters, nor any example to be fet and followed ; 
but the way to them, and to their idolatry, was to’ 
be fhunned and avoided. PIS eS ee 
y. 10. So he went another way, and returned 
not by the way that he came to Bethe]. Neither ate - 
nor drank with the king, though that is not ex- 
prefied ; nor did he go back the fame way he came 5. 
but in each particular obférved the divine com- 
mand} and was obedient to it. 
v.11. Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel, 
&c.] The Targum is, a falfe prophet, fo Fo/e- 


altar ; the afhes of the burnt-offering, thefe were| phus>; it is hard to fay what he was, a good man 


fpilled on the ground ; all which was done without): 
any outward force, or any vifible means thereof : 

according to the fign which the man of God had given 

by the word of the Lord, by his direction and 

order. 

xy. 6. And the king anfwered and faid unto the 

man of God, &c. | In another tone than when 

he bid the people lay hold on him; not in a 

haughty, but humble manner ; not as threatening, 


or a bad man; if a good man, he was guilty 
of many things which are not in his fayour, as 
dwelling in fuch an idolatrous place, fuffering 
his fons to attend idolatrous worfhip, and telling, 
the man of Goda premeditated lie; and yet there 
are feveral things which feem contrary to his being 
a bad man, and of an ill character, fince he is 
called an old prophet, did not attend idolatrous 
worfhip, fhewed great refpeét to the man of God, 


but fupplicating : intreat now the face of the Lord\had the word of God fent unto him concerning 


thy God; he does not fay my God, for he had apo- 
ftatized from him, and ferved other gods, but thy 
God, whofe prophet he was, and who had an in- 
tereft in him, as clearly appeared by what he had 
faid and done by him: aud pray for me, that my 
band may be reflored me. again, not that the anger 
of God might be turned away from him, and he 
enjoy the divine favour, and have an application 
of pardoning grace made to him, only to have 
this outward mercy, this temporal favour reftored 
to him, the ufe of his hand: and the man of God 
befought the Lord ; not rendering evil for evil ; but 
being of a forgiving fpirit, though the king had 
{tretched out his hand againft him, he lift up his 
hands to heaven for him: and the king’s hand was 
reftored again, and became as it was before ; which 
was another inftance of divine power, and a far- 
ther proof of the prophet’s divine miffion ; from 
whence it might be concluded, that what he had 


> Antiga. 1. 8. c. 9. §.1. 
birim Rabba, fol. 10. 2. 


¢ T. Bab, Sarhedlrin, fol, 104, 1, 


him, believed that what he had prophefied fhould 
come to pafs, buried the man of God in his own 
grave, and defired his fons to, bury him with him, 
In fome copies his name is faid to be Micah, as 
Kimchi obferves, and other Fewi/h writers * fay the 
fame; though fome take him to be Amaziah the — 
prieft of Bethel; and others, Gerfom the fon o: 
Mojes*, but without any foundation; though he 
now dwelt at, Bethel, he was originally of Samaria, 
2 Kings xxiii. 18. and bis fons came and told bim 
all the works that the man of God bad done that day 
in Bethel; that the altar was rent, and. the afhes _ 
poured out, as he had faid, and that Fereboam’s . 
hand withered, and was reftored upon his pray 

to God: the words which he had /poken ui 
king ; that one fhould be born of the fa °) 
David, Fofiah by name, that fhoul one the ide 


latrous priefts, and burn the bones_ 0 
that altar, and that that fhould be 


ae? ee, , " 
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afhes poured forth,.which wis done: them they 


told alo. their father, gave him a particular ac- 
count of his actions and words. 


y. 19. So he went back with bim, 8c] In which 
ne finned; for as he had moft certainly the com- 


mand of God not to eat and drink in that place, » 

¥..12. And their fatker faid unto them, what\he ought to have had the countermand from the 
way went be? &c.| Having a ftrong inclination} Lord, and not trufted to another perfon. There 
to fee him, and converfe with him: for Ais fous|are fome things indeed which may be faid in his 
had feen what way the man of God went which came|favour, and be an apology for him, as that this 
from Fudab ; they took notice of it; and, as the}man was an’ antient prophet of the Lord, as he 
Targum, they fhewed it to their father, appeared to him; and that though he was. forbid 

¥. 13. And be faid unto bis fons, faddle me the\to eat.and drink with idolaters, yet he thought he - 
afs, &c.] Which he uled.to ride on; intimating |might with a prophet of the Lord, and efpecially 
he had a mind to ride after him, and overtake] as he affirmed he had the direction of an’angel of 
him, as he might reafonably think he might, fince}the Lord for it; nor could he conceive that the 
the man of God was on foot: fo they faddled. him| prophet had any intereft to ferve by it, but rather 
the afs, and he rode thereon; after the man of God, jit might be’ chargeable and burdenfome to him; 
taking the way his fons directed. and he might think the Lord out of compaffion on 

¥. 14. And went after the man of God, and found\him, had. countermanded. his former orders, and 
him fitting under an cak, &c.) To fhelter him from 


the circumftances he was in might the more incline 
the heat, and being faint, hungry and. thirfty ; fo} him to Jiften to thefe plaufible pretences ; but after 
the ancients of old made ufe of oaks for a cover- 


all, he ought to have taken no direétions but from 
ing, before houfes were invented*; thus érabam\the Lord himfelf, in this he failed: and did eat 
pitched his tent. in the plain, or under the oak of 


bread in bis boufe, and drink water, Contrary to 
Mamre, Gen. xiii. 184.and he faid unto bim, art\the exprefs command of Ged. 
thou the man of God that cameft from Fudab ? which b. 20. And it came to pafs, as they fat at the 
he might guefs at from his habit, and from the 


y. 
defcription his fons had given of him’: and he fatd, 


table, &c.| ‘The old prophet, with his fons, and 
the man of God; the Arabic verfion adds, and did 
Jams owned himfelf to be the perfon he enquired 
after. 


eat, there being a paufe in the Hebrew text, as if 

. fomething was wanting, and to. be underftood and 
¥.45. Then faid he unto him, come home with 

me, and eat bread.} In which invitation no doubt 


fupplied : that the word of the Lord came’ unto the 

prophet that brought him back; that is, to the old 
he was hearty, and might have.no ill defign in it, 
only to have fome converfation with him, as ‘be- 


prophet, who was the means of- bringing back the 
ing a good man, and a prophet of the Lord, 


man of God; the word did not come to. him who 
had tranfereffed the command of the Lord, but to 

efpecially upon the fubjeét of his prophecies at| him who was the occafion of it; though “barbinel 
Bethel. is of opinion that the word came to the latter, and 
y¥. 16. And he foid, I may not return with thee,| fo fome verfions, both antient and’ modern, render 
nor go in with thee, &c.]. Into the city, and into the claufe, +o the prophet whom he had brought 
his houfe in it, being fuch an idolatrous place, andj Zack *, and which is countenanced by what is {aid} 
efpecially being , forbidden of God : neither will I|¥. 26. according to the word of the Lord which be 
eat bread, nor drink water with thee in this place ;\ [poke unto him, but the former fenfe beft agrees 
he was refolute and determined to abide by the| with what follows. , 
commandment of the Lord, though there is rea-|  ¥. 21. And he cried unto the man of God that 
fon to believe that he was now both hungry. and} came from Fudah, &c.| His mind being greatly 
thirfty. -. F affected with the word brought to him, partly on 
¥. 17. For it was. faid tome by the word of the|his own account, who by a lié his confcience muft 
Lord, &c.). By the angel) that was fent to him,|accufe him of, had been the means of feducing the 
who gave him jis meffage and inftractions 5, which} mah of God, and partly on his account, who. was 
he was perfuaded came from, the Lord; himéelf, | threatened with death for complying with him : ay- 
and therefore looked upon himfelf under obliga-| ig, Thus faith the Lord, being obliged to deliver, 
tion to regard them as fuch : thou foalt eat uo,bread, | in the name of the Lord, what was faid unto him: 
&c. the fame that-he obferved.to the.king, ¥.9. | Fora/much as thou baft difobeyed the mouth of the 
¥. 18. And,he faid unto him, &c.|  That,is, the} Lords the order. that came out of his mouth, as 
old prophet faid to the man of God: Jam.a.pro-| follows: and haft not kept the commandment which 
phet alfo.as--thou-axt ; meaning, that, he was.a pro- the Lord thy God commanded thee; not to‘ eat nor 
phet of the true,God,and not.of any idol-deity ; drink in Bethel. > 
that henot only believed in him, and.was.a wor-| ¥. 22. But cameft back, and haft eaten bread, and 
fhipper of him, but. had revelations from him, and drunk water in the place of the which the Lord: did 
of the fame things this man of ,God had, “and that] fay to thee, Kat no bread, nor drink no water, &c.] 
he believed that what he had. prophefied of , would Mees command he obferved When firft there, 
certainly come to pals: and an angel [poke unto|though invited by the king; and yet after he had 
me by the word of the Lord 5,was fent and difpatch- | got out of the place, was prevailed upon to return 
ed by the order of the Lord with the following | and tranfgrefs the command: thy carcafe Joall not 
meflage : faying, bring him back with thee into thine\ come unto the fepulchre of thy fathers, fignifying 
houfe, that he may eat bread and drink water, and) that he fhould die before he’ came to the land of 
fo be refrefhed, and be fit, to proceed on in his | Yudeb, and he fhould be buried in another place, 
' and which was verified. 


journey: but be lied unto him; no meflenger nor|a | 
meflage being fent to him by the Lord, but was] y. 23. And it came to pafs, after be had eaten 
wholly a device and ftratagem of his own. to. per- bread, and after be had drunk, &c.] That is, had 
fuade the man of God to return with him, that he|finifhed the meal ; for he had begun to eat and 
might have his.company and converfation, drink before the word came, which came while 
te "ete they 

© Suidas in voce dndpuager, f Syr, Ar. Junius & Tremellius. 
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they weile eating and drinking ; 
did not hinder their proceeding to ma 
their meal, which one would have thought would 
have {poiled their appetite : shat he [addled for him 
the afs, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought 
back, he ordered his fons to get it ready for him, 
that he might not walk on foot as he had ; though 
_ it does not appear that either he, or any of his fer- 
vants accompanied him, but the contrary. 

y. 24. And when be was gone, a lion met him by 
the way, and flew him, &c.) Perhaps not far 
from Bethel; and this lion might come out of the 
fame wood the fhe-bears did, that devoured the 
children that mocked the prophet, as bifhop Pa- 
trick conjeCtures, 2 Kings ii. 23, 24. and bis car- 
cafe was aft in the way; in the high-road, where 
it feems the lion feized him, and he fell: and the 
afs fiood by it; difregarded and unburt by the lion 
though the prophet was pulled. off of the back of 
hia: the Lion alfo ftood by the carcafe, not offering 
to tear it in pieces and devour it, but rather as if 
he was the guard of it, to keep off all others from 
meddling with it ; thefe circumftances are very fur- 
prifing, and fhew the thing to be of God; for 
when the lion had done what he had a commiffion 
to do, which was to kill the prophet, he was to do 
no more. 

y. 25. And behold, men paffed by, &c.]  Tra- 
vellers on the road’; nor did the lion offer to feize 
on them, nor defert the carcafe upon their approach : 
and faw the carcafe caft in the way, and the lion 
ftanding by the carcafe; as before defcribed: and 
they came and told it in the city where the old prophet 
dwelt ; which was Bethel, by which means he came 
to have knowledge of it. 

y¥. 26. And when the prophet that brought him 
back from the way, beard thereof, &c.] The old 
prophet, that had deceived him, by telling him a 
lie: he foid, Is is the man of God, who was difo- 
bedient unto the word of the Lord’; but not a fylla- 
ble does he fay of -his own fin in deceiving him ; 
though one would think his own confcience mutt 
{mite him for it: therefore the Lord hath delivered 
him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and flain 
him according to the word of the Lard, which be 
fpake unto bim, and that by himfelf, y. 21, 22. 

y.27, And he |pake to his fous, faying, Saddle 
me the afs, &c.} 
one, for he had 
one before: and they faddled him; the afs‘he com- 
monly rode on. 

¥. 28. And he went and found bis carcafe caft 
the way, and the afs 
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and it feems this| prophet came to the dy, to mourn, and to bury him 
ke an end of|to perform the funeral rites, according to the cut 


tomofthe place.  ° |. 

y. 30. And be laid bis carcafe in bis own grave, 
&c.] Which he had prepared for himfelt; for 
as he came from Samaria, it could not be the 
chre of his fathers; and this was fhewing all the 
refpect, and doing all the honour to him he well” 
could: and they mourned over him; the prophet 
and his fons: faying, las my brother; which was 
an ufual form of lamentation at funerals in after- 
times, fee Fer. xxii. 18. ¥e 

y. 31. And it came to pafs after be bad buried 
him, that he foake to bis fons, faying, &c.| He 
gave them the following charge: When I am dead, 
then bury me in the fepulchre wherein the man of God 
is buried ; as it was his own, it might be reafonably 
thought they would bury him in ic without fuch # 
charge ; but left they fhould not, he gives it: /ay 
my bones befide his bones ; his view in this was, that 
when ‘fofah came to burn the bones of the priefts, 
he would fpare the bones of this man of God, and 
fo his lying by them, and mingled with them, 
would be fpared alfo, and fo it proved, 2 Kings 
XXill. 18. 

W. 32. For the faying which he cried by the word 
of the Lord againjt the altar in Bethel, &c.) That 
the priefts fhould be offered on it, and mens bones 
be burnt upon it; for as for its being rent, and the 
afhes of it poured out, that had been done already = 
and againft all the houfes of the high places which are 
in Samaria, foall furely come to pafss by which it 
appears that there were temples, and high places, 
and altars built in other parts of the kingdom be- 
fides Dan and Bethel, of the deftruction of which 
the man of God prophefied, though not before 
mentioned ; all which the old prophet gave credit 
to, and firmly believed would be accomplithed. 
The kingdom of Jrae/, in after-times, had the 
name of Samaria, from the chief city of it, J/ vil. 
g. here fpoken of by anticipation, for as yet it was 
not in being, fee ch. xvi. 24. and either it has its 
name here by way of prophecy, or elfe given by the 
writer of this book, as what it went by in his time. 

-¥. 33. After this thing Feroboam returned not 
from bis evil way, &c.] From the idolatrous prac- 
tices he had fet on foot, and was eftablifhing ; 


For it feems he had more than|though he had feen his altar rent, and the athes 
fent away the man of God with] poured out as the man of God predicted, his own 


hand withered, and that reftored again upon the. 
prayer of the prophet; and though he had heard 


in| of the death he died for his difobedience to the com- 
and the lion fianding by the car-\mand of God, and the feveral marvellous things 


café, &c.| As before defcribed: the lion bad not|that attended it ; thefe were fo far from reforming 


‘eaten the carcafe, nor torn the afs ; both which were 
very marvellous; as alfo that the afs fhould ftand 
fo quietly, and without 
with, the lion, 


him, that he feemed to be the more hardened there- 
by: dut made again of the loweft of the people priefis 


fear, by the carcafe along] of the high places ; and officiated there, and indeed , 
and not run away; but here both|thofe of the tribe of Levi would not ferve there, 


ftayed till the prophet came to take care of the car-| and therefore were expelled their cities ; fee 2 Chron.» 
cafe, which fhews the fingular providence of God|Xi. 14. 


in this affair; and that though he chaftifed the man 


of God with a temporal judgment for his offence, of 
yet he was dear to him, ‘and even his carcafe pre-|in themfelves, as building high places, and” 


cious in kis fight. 


y¥. 29. And the prophet took up the carcafe of thejis, 
man of God, 8c.| . The lion perhaps made off as|evit things being inflicted on Feroboam’s fa 
joon as he came, or if he ftayed, the prophet was|fin is put for the punifhment of fin, as ito 
not afraid of him, feeing he did not attempt to de-| even to cut it off, and to deftroy it 
your the carcafe, nor touch the afs, nor do any hurt|of the earth; fo that it become 
to thofe that pafled by: and laid it upon the afs,\and the next thing we hear of, is the fic 
aad brought it back, to his own city: and the old|death of his fon. 


v5* 
¥. 34. And this thing became fin unto the bau 
Feroboam, 8c.) All the above things were fins 
ting priefts in them whoever would; but thedenfe 
that thefe were the caufes of punifhment, 


- 
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HIS chapter relates the ficknefs of Yero-| hall tell thee what foall become of the child , whe- 
boam’s fon, the application of his wife at his|ther it fhould live or die, for that was all he 
inftance to the prophet Abijah, in the child’s fa-| wanted to know ; he did not defire to know what 
vour, ¥. 1—6. the prophecy of the prophet con-|fhould be done to the child for its recovery, nor to 
cerning the ruin of Fereboam’s houle, and the death} requeft the prophet’s prayers for it. 
of the child, which came to pafs, ¥.7—18. an] y¥.4. And Feroboam’s wife did Jo, and went to Shi- 
account of the years of Feroboam’s reign, and alfo|/ob, and came to the houfe of Abijab, &c.] Difguifed 
of Reboboam’s, ¥. 19—21. and of the evil things|herfelf, and took this long journey, and found the 
done and fuffered by the latter in his kingdom,|prophet’s houfe ; which fhe did partly in obedience 
and the calamities that came upon him for it,|to her hufband, and partly from affection to her 
y.22—28. and the conclufion of his reign, ¥. 29,|child: but Abijab could not fee, her or any body 
30, 31. elfe that came into the room to him: for Ais eyes 
were fet by reason of his age; or ftood fixed and 
yv.1. At that time Abijah the fon of Feroboam felllimmoveable, as the eyes of blind men are ;. or the 
fick.) Being {mitten of God with fome difeafe, as}nerves and mufcles of his eyes ftood within the 
a punifhment of Feroboam’s fin; how long this}holes thereof, fo that he could not fee objects. 
was after the above things were done, cannot be| y. 5. And the Lord faid unto Abijah, &c.| Either 
faid. in a dream, or by an impulfe upon his mind, be- 
¥.2. And Feroboam faid to bis wife, &c.] Who|fore Feroboam’s wife came in: behold, the wife of 
fhe was is not known: arife, I pray thee, and dif-|Feroboam cometh to afk a thing of thee for her fon, 
guife thyfelf ; put off her royal apparel, and clothe|for he is fick ; to know whether he will recover or 
herfelf like a common perfon, mimic the drefs|no: thus and thus fhalt thou fay unto her; as after 
and language of a country woman: shat thou be|exprefied in fome following verfes : for it jhall be 
not known to be the wife of Feroboam, by any that|when fhe cometh in, that fhe fhall feign berfelf another 
fhould fee her on the road, or at the city fhe was|woman; to the people that let her in, and intro- 
to go to, or by the prophet to whom fhe would |duce her to the prophet, and to the prophet him- 
be fent: and get thee to Shiloh; which, according |felf ; pretend herfelf to be a country woman come 
to Bunting ®, was 24 miles from Tirzah, where Fe-|to afk a queftion of the prophet concerning her 
roboam now lived, fee ¥. 17. bebold, there is Abi-\{on that was ill of a difeafe. 
jab the prophet, called from thence the Shilonite,| y¥.6. And it was fo, when Abijah heard the found 
ch. xi. 29. which told me that I fhould be king over \of her feet, as fhe came in at the door, &c.| Of the 
this people; and this coming to pafs, proved him|room where the prophet was: that he faid, come 
to be a true prophet, and to be credited in what|in, thou wife of Feroboam, why feigneft thou thyfelf 
he fhould fay concerning their child. ercboam|to be another ? which muft greatly furprize and 
defired his wife to go on this errand, becaufe hejconfound her, as well as lay open to her the folly 
did not care it fhould be known that he applied tojof her and her hufband to imagine, that fhe could 
any of the prophets of the Lord ; nor did he chufe|be fecreted from God, and a prophet of his; or 
it fhould be known whofe child was enquired about, |that a prophet could tell her what was future, and 
which another muft have told, whereas his wife]yet not know her that was prefent ; and this might 
could fpeak of it as her own; and fhe was the/ferve to affure her, and fo her hufband, that what 
fitteft perfon to give an account of the child’s ill-|the prophet after delivered would certainly come 
nefs, and would afk the moft proper and pertinent}to pafs : for Iam fent to thee with heavy tidings ; 
queftions, and bring him back a faithful report ;]or hard things, fuch as would be very difagreeable 
and he would have her be difguifed, left the pro-|to her and her hufband. 
* phet, who bore no good will to him becaufe of} y. 7. Go tell Feroboam, &c.] Thy hufband : 
his apoftacy, fhould refufe to give any anfwer at|thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael; fo he continued 
all, or elfe give a very rough and difagreeablejto be, though they had revolted from him: fora/- 
one. much as I exalted thee from among the people; the 
¥. 3. And take with thee ten loaves, and crack-\common people, from a low eftate in which he was : 
nels, and a crufe of honey, and go to him, 8c.]| \t\and made thee prince over my people Ifrael, {o they 
being ufual to carry a prefent to a prophet when|were when he made him king over them; and there 
he was enquired of on any account; fee 1 Sam. ix.|were fome among them ftill that loved the Lord, 
7. and this being a plain prefent, and of fuch}ferved and feared him, of which the prophet him- 
things as the country afforded, fhe might be taken|felf, now fpeaking, was an inftance. 
for a plain country woman, and not for fuch a] y.8. And rent the kingdom away from the boufe 
perfonage as fhe was: the ten loaves could not be|of David, and gave it thee, &c.) Even 10 parts 
Jarge for a woman to carry, moft probably madejout of 12: and yet thou haft not been as my servant 
of wheat; the cracknels, according to the Greek| David, who kept my commandments, and who fol- 
verfion in Drufius, were for the prophet’s children ;|/owed me with all bis heart, to do that only which 
they very likely were fpiced, or were fweetened|was right in mine eyes; who never was guilty of 
with honey, and might be fomewhat like our fim-|idolatry, but always conftantly and cordially at-- 
nels; they feem to have their name in Hebrew from |tended the pure worfhip of God, and was careful 
having points and pricks in them for the fake of|to do every thing in that according to the will of 
ornament; fuch as Plautus* calls fcribilite, be-\God, whatever elfe he might be deficient in. 
caufe, as Turnebus * fays, they were marked and| y. 9. But haft done evil above ail that were be- 
pricked, and feemed as if they were written: be \fore thee, &c,] Not only above David, but path 
aul, 
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Saul, who never gave into idolatry, yea even-above 
Solomon, who though he connived at idolatry, and 
might be guilty of it in fome inftances, yet did 


was the latter end of Yeroboam’s reign, which is 
probable, Reboboam and Abijam might’ be both 


dead; and though they were blame-worthy in fome f 


things, yet not {o bad as Feroboam; though per- 
haps this may refpeét only fuch who- had been 
kings of J/rael before him: for thou baft gone and 
made thee other gods, and molten images, £0 provoke 
me to anger , the two calves of golds for however 
he might colour things over, and pretend he did 
not look upon thefe as gods, but as reprefentations 
of God, and that he did not worfhip them, ‘but 
God. by them, yet the Lord confidered it as ido- 
latry, than which nothing: is more provoking to 
him: and haft caft me bebind thy back as unwor- 
thy of his regard ; or my worfhip, as the Targum, 
which he negleéted, and fhewed no concern for. 


y. 10. Lberefore bebold, 1 will bring evil upon}. 
is foaken in the water, &c.] Either by the win 


the houfe of Ferobeam, &c.| Calamities, deftruction 
and ruin: and will cut off from Feroboam him that 
piffeth againft the wall ; not leave a dog of his, or 
rather a male, fee 1Sam. xxv. 22. and bim that is 
out up and left in Ifrael , in garrifons or in prifons, 
in cities or in fields, or in whatfoever fituation-or 
circumftances they may be. Some interpret it of 
wealth and fubftance; it fignifies an entire deftruc- 
tion it may be of men and goods, fee Deut. xx Xil. 
36. and will take away the remnant of the boufe of 
Feroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be all 
gone; fignifying, that Feroboam’s family was as 
loathfome and abominable to the Lord as dung is 


to men; and that he would make. as clean a rid-' 


dance of them, as men do of dung when they 
{weep it out, and will not leave the leaft ferap be- 
hind. ’ 

y. 11. Him that dieth of ‘feroboam in the city 


foall the dogs eat, and him that dicth in the field\ 


foall the fowls of the air eat, &c.) The meaning 
is, that they fhould have no burial: for tbe Lord 
bath fpoken it; and therefore thall be fulfilled, for 
what he hath faid he will do, Numb. xxiii. 19. 

y.12. Arife thou therefore, get thee-to thine own 
houfe, &c.] — With all hafte, as foon as fhe could : 
and when thy feet enter.the city; the city of Tirzab, 
very probably the king’s palace ftood at the entry 
of it, fee ¥. 17. the child hall die; this) i1s.an an- 
{wer to thé queftion fhe was to afk, and atthe fame 
time a token of the fure and certain fulfilment of 
all the prophet had Spoken in the name of the 
Lord. 

y¥.13. And: all Ifrael foall mourn for him, and 
bury him, &c.| Give him an honourable inter- 
ment, and follow him to ‘the grave with Jamenta- 
tion, becaufe he was the heir-apparent, tothe throne, 
and an hopeful prince,.of whom they» had. raifed 
expectations ; that when: he: came to the throne 
things would take a different turn, .efpecially in 
matters of religion, and they might fear, he being, 
removed, things would grow worfe inftead of bet- 
ter ; for he only of Feroboam shall come to the graves 
or be buried, the reft fhould be devoured by dogs 
or fowls ; becaufe in bim there is found fome good 
thing ‘towards the Lord God of lfrael sin the houfe 
of Feroboam , the principles of grace were implant- 
ed, and the feeds of piety and religion fown in his 
heart ; and there appeared -a difpofition of mind, 
and defires in him to the name of God, and the 
remembrance of it; or to his purée worfhip and 


fervice ; it might be difcerned, that he had a dif- 


k Ty Bab. Moed Katon,. fol, 282.7 


‘of the Lord. 


who foall cut off the boufe of feroboam that 


quickly from this time; for as it may ene 


foall root up Ifrael out of this good land he gave to 


the directed to. 


he warred, &c.] Ashe did with Reh b 


SS 
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like of idolatry, and @ defire to have true religion 
reftored. The fews fay *, that this good thing ~ 
in him was, that he was the means of removing 


nat attempt to draw his people into it and if this {the watch or guards that were placed in the way 


to hinder the J/raelites from going up to the feaits 


, 
“Pen 


# Ps 


ee ye 
y. 14. Moreover, the Lord fhall.raife upa n 
over Irael, &c.\ Baafha is meant, PP 


immediately, as foon as on the throne, .he fhoulc 
deftroy his whole family,,as he. did, ch. XV. 29. 
but what? even mows fhall it be that day ? yes; 


even at that very time, and which will be ve: 


this was faid at the latter end of Yeroboam’s ee 
and his fon and fucceffor reigned but-two years 
ere this prophecy was accomplithed. The Yargum 
is, ‘ who fhall cut off the houfe of Fereboam, him 
that is living to-day, and fhall be from hence- — 
forward,” of) ARE 


y. 15. And the Lord foall fmite Ifrael ped 


or by the ftream ; and may fignify the fluétuating, 
and uncertain condition J/rael fhould be in in -fu- 
ture reigns, through inteitine wars, and the tranf- 
lation of the kingdom into different families 5 fo 
that there was continually difquietude and uneafi- 
nefs, and no fettled peace and tranquility; and be 
their fathers ; which was’ brought about, firft by ~ 
Tiglath Pilefer, and then by Shalmanefer, kings i 

Ajyria, that carried them captives from hence > 
and foail featter them beyond the rivers the river 
Euphrates, as the Targum or, as others, the rive 
Gozan, 2 Kings xvii. 6. becaufe they have ma 
their groves, provoking the Lord to anger 5 in whi 


groves they placed. idols, and worlhipped them, — 
which was highly provoking to the Lord, and the 


caufe of their difperfion. er ae 
¥.16. And he foail give Ifrael up, &c.] Into 
the hands of their enemies: decaufe of the fins of 


Feroboam who did fin, and who made ifrael to fing 


by his devices and ftratagems, by his example and 


ediéts, and by the methods he took to prevent 
Tfrael from. worthipping in the manner and place 
y¥.17. And Feroboam’s wife arofe, PRA Es 
&c.] Upon this fpeech of the prophet’s to her : 
and came to Tirzab , where feroboam now. had his 
court, and where their fon now was; it was\a 
royal city in the time of the Canaanites, and is — 
commonly placed in the tribe of Mawajffeb, and 
was a very pleafant one, as its name fignifies, to 
which there is an allufion, Cané. vi. 4. fee the note 
on Fofp, xii. 24. and when fhe came to the threfbold. 
of the. door, ihe child died, juft as fhe was about 
to: ftep, over the threfhold of the royal palace, 
which féems to have been at the entering of. the 
city of, Tirzab, y. 12. ih 
| Wet8. And they buried him, &c.] Anan Boe 
nourable. manner, fuitable to his rank and. pedir 
gree: ad all Ijrael mourned for ~bim, according £9 
word of the Lord, which he {pake by the,band 
his fervaut Abijah the prophety ¥ ‘ 


” 
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¥.19. And the reft of the aéis of. 


and with Adijam his fons; who, was:a 
for him, fee 2 Chron xiii. end 4 
over thé people of J/raed,, whether, ; 
ly, and in clemency, or not: ebola, they,are. 
ten-in the book of the chronicles :of othe, kings. Of: 

rael, not in that canonical book of fcripture, fo — 
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called, for in that there is very little account of 
the reign of Fercdoam but in the annals and dia- 
ries of the kings of //rael, written’ by perfons ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, and out of which ig is 
generally thought that infpired writers, by divine 
direction, took what was. thought proper to be 
tranfmitted to future times, So with the Romans, 
from their very beginning, to the times of Mutius, 
all the events of every year were committed to 
writing by the order of the Pontifex Maximus, and 
- lay open to be read by the people in common; and 
thefe, as Tully" {ays, were what are called annals. 
¥. 20. And the days which Feroboam reigned were 
22 years, &c.| So that he out-lived Reboboam 
five years, and lived to the fecond year of the reign 
of his grandion A/a: and be flept with bis fathers ; 
gor died as they did: and Nadab his fon reigned in 
bis fiead ; who perhaps was younger than Adijab, 
whote ficknefs and death are before related. 
¥. 21. Aud Rebobeam the fon of Solomcn reigned 
in Fudab, 8cc.] Over the two tribes of Fudab and 
Benjamin, when Ferebcam reigned over the other 
tén: Reboboam was 41 years old when be began to 
reign, being born one year before his father Solo- 
mon began to reign, and fo it might have been ex- 
pected he would have begun his reign more wifely 
than he did: and be reigned 17 years in Ferufalem ; 
not half fo long as his father and grandfather, being 
neither fo wife nor fo good a prince as either of 
them: she city which the Lord did chufe out of all 
the tribes of Ifrael, to put his name there; to havea 
temple built for him, and his worfhip carried on 
in ic ; which was an ageravation of the fin of Re- 
hoboam, that he fhould reign in fuch a place, and 
yet be guilty of the crimes he was; the three firtt 
years he reigned well, but afterwards forfook the 
law of the Lord, 2 Chron. xi. 17. and xii, 1. and 
bis mother’s name was Naamab an Ammonitefs , and 
which is obferved again, y. 31. ,fhe being the in- 
Rrument of drawing him into idolatry, which it is 
very probable fhe practifed in the days of Solomon, 
Chy xh. 9: 2 
¥.22. And Fidab did evil in the fight of the Lord, 
&c.} At the end of three years, from the begin- 
ning of the reign of Rehoboam: and they provoked him 
to jealoufy with their fins which they had committed, 
above all that their fathers had done; that is, with 
their idolatries ; for they were the fins which moved 
the Lord to jealoufy, and provoked the eyes of his 
glory ; in which they had outdone not the ten 
tribes, but their fathers, in the times of Mo/es, 
Fofoua, and the judges, and of their kings before 
their feparation, Saul, David, and Solomon: 
¥. 23. For they alfo built them high places, 8c.) 
Which, though allowed of, or at leaft connived 
at, before the temple was built, and when the ta- 
bernacle was unfixed, yet afterwards unlawful ; and 
the tribe of Fudab could have no excufe for them, 
who had the temple in their tribe: and images ; 
contrary to the exprefs command of God, Exod. 
Xx. 4. and groves on every high bill, and under every 
green tree; that is, fet up idols, and temples for 
idols, ‘amidit groves of trees, and under all green | 
trees ; as was the cuftom of the heathens, who fa-|  y. 29. Now the ref of the alts of Reboboam, and 
crificed on the heights of hills and tops of moun-|a// that be did, &c.] In the courfe of his reign, 
‘tains, as was particularly the cuftom of the Per-|that was memorable: are they not written in the - 
fraus, as both Herodotus ™ and Xenophon" relate ; | book of the chronicles of the kings of fudab? who aa 
© Ne annalifts 


and with the Gere, a people in Thrace, was a 
mountain they reckoned facred °. . 


¥. 24. And there were alfo Jodomites in the land, 
&c.} Such as’ were addiG@ed to unnatural! lufts 
between men and men, which the men of Sedow 
were guilty of, from: whence they had their name : 
Jarchi interprets the word adultery, and. fome 
verfions render it whore-mongers; and filthy ac- 
tions of this nature, both by men and women, 
ufually attended idolatrous practices among the 
heathens; in their temples and groves fach wicked- 
nefles were privately. perpetrated : and they did ac- 
cording to all the abominations of the nations which 
the Lord caft out before the children of Ifrael; the 
Canaanites, of whofe uncleannefies, incetts, and 
beftialities fee Lev. xviii. are 
¥. 25. And it.came to pafs in the fifth year of king 
Reboboam, &c.] Two years after he and his peo- 
ple fell into the aboye wicked practices: that Si- 
foak king of Egypt came up againft Ferufalem ; of 
whom fee xi. 40. this was fuffered as a chaftifement 
from the Lord, for their abominations... 
¥. 26. dnd he took away the treafures of the boufe 
of the Lord, &c.| Which perhaps Fereboam had 
informed him of, and for the fake of which he 
came, as well as to make a diverfion in favour of 
Feroboam, who had contracted an intimacy with 
him when in. Egypt; and who might have no re- 
gard for Rehoboam, who was not a fon of Pharaob’s 
daughter, and fo no relation to him: thefe were 
the treafures which David had left to his fon Solo- 
mon, and had dedicated for the temple, even gold, 
filver, and veflels, which he put among the trea- 
fures of the houfe of the Lord, and perhaps added 
to them, ch. vil. 51. and the treafures of the king’s 
boufe; the riches, gold, filver, and jewels, what- 
ever Of worth and value he had in his chefts and 
cabinets: be even took away all; that he could find 
and come at; for that there were fome left is plain 
from ch. xv. 18. and he took away all the foields of 
gold which Solomon had made; and which were put 
in the houfe of the foreft of Lebanon, ch. x. 16, 17. 
¥.27. And king Rekoboam made in their flead 
brazen fhields, &c.] For the king of Egypt had fo, 
{tripped him of his gold, that he was not able to. 
replace golden ones: and committed them into the 
hands of the chief of the guard; or runners”, that 
went before the king, or attended him as his life- 
guard when he went abroad: which kept the door of 
the king’s boufé, which kept guard night and day 
in their turns. 
¥. 28. Andit was fo, when the king went into the 
houfe of the Lord, &c.\) The temple; for though 
he had fallen into idolatry, he had not wholly for- 
faken the worfhip of God in the temple, and per- 
haps by the late humbling providence he might be 
ftirred up to attend there more frequently : that the 
guard bare them; before him, partly for pomp and 
grandeur; and partly to keep in awe fuch as were 
inclined to mutiny and fedition: and brought them 
back into the guard-chamber ; when the king re- 
turned, the place where the guard lodged and flept 
by turns, 
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annalifts or -hiftoriographers to write for them, as}in his fon’s time, yet there might be’ fkirmithes and) 
the kings of J/rael had, ¥. 19. in the writing of| bickerings on the borders of their countries, + 
which, efpecially with refpect to genealogies, Shem-| y¥. 31. And Reboboam flept with bis fathers, at 
‘aiab the prophet, and Jddo the feer were concerned, | was buried with bis fathers in the city of David, Bec. 
2 Chron. xii. 15. # ; Where David and Solomon were buried, ch. it, 1 
y¥. 30. And there was war between Reboboam and|and xi. 43. and bis mother’s name was Naam 
Feroboam all their days.) For though Reboboam Ammonite/s; which is repeated, that. it mig 
did not enter into an offenfive war, and attack the|obferved as what was the leading ftep to his i 
children of J/rael, being diffuaded from it by Sée-|latry, and the means of his continuing im its 
maiah the prophet in the name of the Lord, yet he| dbijam his fon reigned in his fiead, of whom 
might maintain a defenfive war; and though there|is a further account-in the following chapter. 
were no pitched battles between them as afterwards,| say has oleae 


CH AUPE Ry, -Uhoae abot ae 
: A ot : cos adore: r 
N this chapter we have a fhort hiftory of theja fucceffion of David's pofterity on the throne of 
reign of <Abijam, y. 1—8..and of A/a, ¥.|Fudab. ee 
g—24. both kings of Yudab ; tand of the reigns of] y..5. Becaufe David did that which, 
“‘Nadab the fon of Feroboam, and of Baafba, who|the eyes of the Lord, &c.| With refpeé 
deftroyed his family, both kings of J/rae/, y¥.|thip: and turned not ofide from any thing tb 
25—34. commanded him all che days of bis life, efpecially in, 
matters of religion, nor even. in his moral walk,. 
¥. 1. Now in the 18th year of king Fercboam theland converfation, deliberately, ftudioufly, and, 
Jon of Nebat, reigned Abijam over Fudab.| That|with defign: fave only in the matter, of Uriah the 
is, began to reign; and by this it appears that Re-| Hittite; the killing of him, and other fins which. 
hoboam was in the 18th year of his reign when hejled on to it, and were in.connection with it; Abar-; 
died, for he and_Yerodoam began their reign at the!4ivel thinks, becaufe the affair of Bath/heba is not, 
fame time. mentioned, that was not reckoned to David as ary 
y.2. Three years reigned be in Ferufalem, &c.]}|fin ; but no doubt it was, and is included here. —_. 
And three only ; his reign was fhort, and indeed] y. 6. And there was war between Reboboam and, 
not three full years, only one whole year and part} Fereboam all the days of his life.] Not the days of; 
of two others; for 4/a his fon began to reign in| Reboboam, though that was true, and is oblerved,” 
the 20th of Feroboam, y¥. 9. fo that he reigned|ch, xiv. 30. but all the days of Abyjam, before he~ 
part of his 18th, his whole :gth, and part of his}came to the throne, and in which, when a young 
2oth: and bis mother’s name was. Maachab, the|man, he was concerned, and which ftill continued 
daughter of Abifbalom, called Abfalom, 2 Chron. xi.\between him and Fercboam; though fome think he» 
20, 21. generally fuppofed by the Hews to be d-lis called by his father’s name, as Rehoboam is called 
felom the fon of David, and which may feem not} David, ch. xii. 16. by be Site 
improbable, fince his other two wives were of his] y¥. 7. Now the reft of the atts of Abijam, and all 
father’s family, 2 Chron. xi. 18. Fofepbus fays \that be did, are they not written in the book of the 
fhe was the daughter of Tamar the daughter of|cbronicles of the kings of. fudab? 8c.) Which 
Abjfalom, and fo his grandaughter ; and which may|feem to be written by Jddo the prophet, fee 2 Chron. 
account for her being called Michaiah the daughter|xiii. 22. and there was war between Abijam and 
of Uriel of Gibeah, 2 Chron. xiii. 2. fince the dif-|Ferodoam; and a famous pitched battle between 
ference between Maachah and Michaiah is not very|them we read of in 2 Chrou. xiii. 3.17, 9, 
great; and Uriel might be the name of Tamar’s| y.8. And Abijam flept with his fathers, 8c.) 
hufband ; though it is moft likely that both father|That is, died as they did» and they buried bim in 
and daughter had two names; fhe feems to be|the city of David; in the fepulchre of his royal an-. 
mentioned here, to obferve that fhe was the caufelceftors, David, Solomon, and Reboboams, and Afa- 
and means of her fon’s difagreeable walk, as follows,| his fon reigned in bis fread; who perhaps was the el- 
fee ¥. 13. deft of his 22 fons, 2 Chron. xiil. 21. <a 
¥. 3. And he walked in all the fins of his father,| yr..9.. And in the 20th year of Feroboam king of 
which he had done before him, &c.| Having fuch|J/rael, reigned Afa over Fudab.| How this is to! 
bad examples as both parents to copy after ; it|be accounted for fee the note on ¥.2.. - 
chiefly refpects idolatrous praétices, fee ch. xiv.| y. 10. And 41 years reigned he in Ferufalem, &ey 
23. and his beart was not perfell with the Lord bis\Being a good king, had the bleffing of a long 
God; he did profefs the true God, and worfhipped|reign, and reached, and even exceeded the yes 
him, but not wholly, and only, and fincerely ;|the reigns of David and Solomon: and bis me x 
he worfhipped other Gods befides him: and fo his|name was Maachab, the daughter of Abifoal a 
heart was not as the beart of David bis father ;\is the name of his grandmother, fee ¥. 
who was a fole and fincere worfhipper of God,|called his mother, not becaufe fhe br 
never departed from him and his fervice. —{forth, but becaufe fhe brought him 
y.4. Neverthelefs, for David's fake did the Lord|is obferved to his commendation, th 
his God give bim a lamp in Ferufalem, &c.] A|\was acatta by an idolatrous woman, 
kingdom there, as the Targum, fplendid and glo-|corrupted by her as his father was. 
rious, to be continued in his pofterity : to fet up bis| y. 11. And Afa did that which 
fon after him, in it: and to ehablifh Ferufalem, toleyes of the Lord, as did David bi 
continue that in which the temple was, for the fake|perfonal walk and converfation, in 
of which, and the worfhip of God in it, there was!of the nation, and epecially in the 
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rites of the idol next mentioned, and the worfhip- jin the Yewi/>: chronology “, and 


God, and of -religion, he 
and example to copy after.) 
', 12. And he. took avoay the fodomites out of the 
land, &c.] | Which werein the times of Reboboam, 
ch. xiv. 24. and continued in his father’s reign’; 
thofe he:took away, either by driving them out of 
the land, or»by: putting them ‘to death according 
to theylaw of God, Lev.xx. 4 3:°even'as manyot 
them as he had knowledgeof, for fome remained, fee 
che xxii4.6. and removed all theiidols that bis fathers 
had made; or fuffered to be made; as: Salomon, Re- 
boboam, and. Abijam, {ee ch. ‘xi, 7. and xiv.23. 
and xv. 3. i . ioe 
¥. 13. And alfo Maachab his mother, even ber be 
removed from being queen, &c.} From:the king- 
dom, asthe Targum; from having any fhare in the 
government; «as the might have had during’ his 
minority, his‘mother being dead, as’ fome ‘conjec- 
ture; and not only took away her power and au- 
thority, butvall the enfigns of it, and perhaps for- 
bid her the court: or he removed her from: the 
queen, his own wife, that fhe might not be corrupted 
by her ; or rather, it was from . prefiding:over the 


made David his pattern 


ping of it: because fhe bad made an idol in.a grove: 
which had its name from horror and trembling; 
either becaufe inwas. of a terrible afpect, or injeéted 
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time thé war’ began between them.  Baajfha did no: 
begin his reign until the third year of A/a, y. 23. 
and in the firft ten years of 4/a’s reign the land was 
quiet and free from war, 2 Chron, xiv..1. of which 
there mufb be feven in the reign of Baba, who is 
here made mention of out of courfe, for Nedab 
reigned before him, y. 25, 26, 27. the  reafon of 
which Abarbinel thinks’is, that the hiftorian having 
given am account of the good deeds of 4/a,. relates 
his failings before he proceeds to the other part of 
his hiftory. 
¥.'17.And Baafba king of Ifrael went up againft 
Fudab, &c.} Which, in’ 2 Chron. xvi. yp. is faid 
to-be in the 36th year of A/a’s reign, or rather of 
his kingdom; for it can:never mean the year of his 
reign; -for Baafba was dead many years before that, 
fince‘his.reign began in the third of 4/a, and he 
reigned: but) twenty-four years, and therefore mutt 
die in the 27th of 4/2; burit is to be underftood 
of the. kingdom of Fudab, when it was divided 
from J/raek, from. that, time to this were 36 years, 
17 under Reboboam, 2 under Abijam, fo that this 
year muft be the 16th of 4/23 thus itis calculated 
which is followed 
by many‘of the beft of our-chronologers : and built 
Ramab.sca city in the tribe of Benjamin, Fofh: xviii. 


‘horror into its. worfhippers, ‘or brought terrible bil or ‘fortified : that be might not fuffer any to go 
calamities and judgments upon them: according | out or come in to Afa king of Fudeb; that his peo- 
to fome Fewi/h writers", it was'a Priapus, of an'|ple might not go to and from Feru/alem, ‘and ‘wor- 
obfcene figure; and fo. others:*, who fuppofe’' fhe|fhip at the temple theres: this garrifon Jying on the 
_ prefided over.the-facred rites of this impure*deity,| borders of both kingdoms, he thought hereby to’ 


the dame with 2aal-peor ; and>the heathens\uféd to|cut ‘off all ‘communication between them. 


place Priapus:in their gardens, to fright away 
birds, feeithe note on Yer. xlix. 16. others take it 
to be Pan, from whence the word Panic, ufed for any 
great fright: and Afa deftroyed her idol, and burat 
it by the brook Kidron; and caft the afhes of ‘it into 
it, that none might have any profit by it, the. gold 
and filver on it, and in indignation to it, fee Lod. 
XXXII. 20. 
¥. 14. But.the bigh places were not removed, &c.] 
That is, fuch as had been ufed for the worfhip of 
God, before the temple was built, which yet now 
fhould have been removed, fince facrifice was now 
only to be offered there ; but he might think they 
were ftill lawful, or the’ people had fuch an opi- 
nion of them, that it was) difficult and dangerous 
to attempt to remove them; otherwife high places 
for idolatry were removed by him, 2 Chron. xiv. 
3. 5. neverthelé[s, Afa his heart was perfec? all his 
days; he was fincere in. the worfhip of God, and 
did every thing to the beft of his knowledge and 
capacity for reftoring true religion, and deftroying 
idolatry. 
y¥. 15. And he brought in the things which bis 
father had dedicated, &c.| ‘The fpoils he had taken 
in war from Yeroboam, and which he had devoted 
to religious ufes, but lived not to perform his 
vows, which his fon now did for him; fo that it 
feems, notwithftanding the fins he fell into, he had 
fome regard to God and his worfhip, fee 2 Chron. 
xiii. 19. and the things which himfelf had dedicated ; 
out of the fpoils taken from the Evhiopians, 2 Chron. 
xiv. 13, 14. thefe he brought into the i. of the 
Lord, filver and gold, and vefféls ; of various forts. 
x. 16. And there was war between Afa and Baa- 
_fha king of Ijrael all their days.| © That is, as long 
as they lived together ; for Baa/ba died many years 
before A/a, and this muft be reckoned from the 


_ © T. Bab, Avodah Zarah, fol. 44: 1. 
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y¥. 18. Then Afa took all the filver and the gold 
that were /eft in the treafures of the boufe of the Lordy 
and the treasures of the king’s houfe, &c.| What 
was left untaken away by Shifhbek king of Egypt, 
ch. xiv..26. or what he had put there dedicated by 
his father‘and himfelf, ¥.15. and be they either, 
they were not ta be taken,: efpecially the treafures 
of the houfe of the Lord,’ and put to prophane ufe, 
and particularly to fuch bad purpofes as thefe were : 
and delivered them into the hands of his fervants ; to 
be difpofed of as next directed: and king Afa fent 
them to Benkadad the fon of Tabrimon, the fon of 
Hezion king of Syria, that dwelt at Damafcus y ac- 
cording to fome chronologers “, Hezion; the grand- 
father of this. Bexbadad, is the fame with Rezonz the 
firft king of Dama/cus, ch. xi. 23, 24. who was 
fucceded by Labrimon, and he by Benhadad: faying ; 
as follows. 

y. 19. There is a league between me and thee, 
and between my father and thy father, 8c.) For 
though Hezion, if he is the fame with Rezoz, was 
an adveffary to J/rael in the days of Solomon, ch. 
Xi. 25. yet it feems his fon was not, ‘but was a con- 
federate with the kings of Z/raeland Fudab: bebold, 
F have fent unto thee a prefent of filver and gold; 
taken out of the treafury of the temple and his own 
treafury : come and break thy league with Baafba king 
of Ifrael, that be may depart from me; it was finful 
in him to take the money out of the temple, to 
which it was dedicated ; it was more fo to make ufe 
of it, to bribe am heathen to break his covenant and 
alliance with another, in order to ferve him; in 
which he betrayed great diftruft of the Lord, and 
of his power to help him ; which was the more ag- 
gravated, when he had had fuch a.wonderful ap- 
pearance of God for him againft the Evhiopians, 
fee 2 Chron. xvi. 7, 8. . 

¥. 204 
Lyram in loc. 
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&c.}). Committed idolatry, than which nothing iQ, - 
‘a greater evil inthis fight: and walked in theway, 
of his father, and in bis fin wherewith be e W- | 
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}. 20. So Benhadad bearkened unto king Ala, and 
fent the captains of the hofts, which be bad, againf 


the cities of Ifrael, &c.] He broke off his alliance 
with the king of J/rae/; and as he had a ftandirg 
army, with proper officers, he fent them directly to 


take the cities of Jirael: and be Jmote ion, and Dan, and | 
Abel-beth-maachah, and all Cinneroth, with all the’ 
land of Napbtali ; places which lay on the northern. 


part of J/rael, the neareft to Syria. jon fome place 
in the tribe of Nephtali, others in Afker ; it feems 
to be on the extreme border of the land north- 
ward, as Dan alfo was ; hence the phrafe from 
Dan to Beerfheba, i.e. from north to fouth. Abel- 
beth-maachab is the fame with dbel-maim, 2 Chron. 
xvi. 4. which perhaps is the fame with that Abela, 
placed by Yerom * between Damafcus and Paneas, 
{uppoled to be the Eahydra of Pliny’. Cinnerath 
is the fame with Genefaret, a fruitful country in 
Galilee, from which is a fea or lake of that name, 
mentioned in the New Teftament, and was in the 
tribe of Naphbtali, the land of which was feized 
upon at this time. 


¥. 21. And it caine to pals, when Baafba beard 


thereof, €9¢.] What was doing in the. northern 
part of his kingdom: that be left of building of Ra- 
mab; which was the thing defigned to be anfwered 
by this diverfion: azd dwelt in Tirzab; in the 
tribe of Manaffeb, nearer at hand, to- obferve and 
ftop the motions of the Syrian king. 

¥. 22. Then king Afa made a proclamation through- 
out all Fudab, &c.}] Summoned men of all forts, 
ranks, and degrees: (mone was exempted ;) the 
JYews* fay, not fo much as a new-married man, 
whom the law excufed from war the firft year, nor 
the difciples of the wife mén: and they took away 
the ftones of Ramab, and the timber thereof, where- 
with Baafha bad builded; or fortified the place ; 
thefe the men of Fudab, whom A/a fummoned, 


rael to. fin; in making and worthipping of golden” 
calves. ae 

y¥.27. And Baafa the fon of Abijah, of the boufe 
of Ijackar, &c.} A man of that tribe's, but who 
he was, or his father, is no where elfe faid, very pro-— 


him, laid a fcheme to take away his life, and feize» 
the kingdom : and Baafha {mote him at Gibbethon , 

a city.in the tribe of Dau, Fob. xix. 44. which 
belongeth zo rhe Philiflines ; it was a city given to. 


from it by Yeroboam, the Pkiliftines feized on it, 
or had heretofore made a conqueft of it; and Na- 
dab was defirous of getting it out of their hands, 
and therefore befieged it, as follows: for Nadab 
and all Ifrael laid fege to Gibbethon ; and whilft he 
was befieging it, Baa/oa took the opportunity to 
flay him, where his carcafe lay expofed to dogs or 
fowls of the air, and had no burial, as 4bijab pre- 
dicted, ch. xiv. 11,13. > 
¥.28. Even in the third year of Afa king of Fu- 
dab, did Baafha flay him, and reignéd in bis flead.} 
W hich feems to be his only or chief view in flay-— 
ing him, to get poffeffion of his kingdom. = 
¥.29. And it came to pals when he reignéd, that 
be mote all the houfe of Feroboam, &c.|_ That he 
might have no rival, or any that could pretend. 
any title tothe crown : he /eft not feroboam any that 
breathed, until he had deftroyed bim, according to the 
laying of the Lord, which he fpake by bis fervant 


Abyab the Shilonite; not that his intention in de- — 


ftroying Feroboam’s family was to fulfil that pro- 


phecy, but fo it was eventually ; fee ch. xiv. 10; 
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¥. 30. Becaufe of the fins of Feroboam which be 


carried off: and king Afa built with them Geba of\ finned, and which be made Ifrael fin, by his provoca- 


Benjamin, and Mizpah;, which were both in the 
tribe of Benjamin, and which he fortified, Fo. 
xviii. 24. 26. See Fer. xli. g. 
y. 23. The reft of all the aéts of Afa, and all his 
might, and all that he did, and the cities which he 
built, are they not written in the book of the chroni- 
‘cles of the kings of Judah? &c.| Some of which 
are to be met with in the canonical book of that 
name, 2 Chron. xiv. and xv. and xvi. and others 
in the annals of the kings, out of which the {crip- 
ture-account was taken: meverthele/s, in the time 
of his old age he was difeafed in his feet , teized with 
the gout, as the Yews fay *, and which was two 
years before his death, fee 2 Chron. xvi. 12, 13. 
¥.24. And Afa flept with bis fathers, and was 
buried with bis fathers in the city of David bis fa- 
ther, &c.] In a fepulchre there he himfelf had 
made, and in great pomp and folemnity, being 
laid on a bed filled with fweet odours and fpices, 
prepared according to art, and which were burned 
for him, 2 Chron. xvi. 14. and Febofhaphat bis fon 
reigned in bis flead; a very pious and worthy 
prince. 


¥. 25. And Nadab the fon of Feroboam began to 


reign over Ifrael, in the fecond year of Afa king of 


Fudab, &c.) Before Baafha did: and reigned over 
J/rael two years ; not two whole years ; for he be- 
gan in the fecond of A/a, and in the third of that 
king’s reign; Baafba flew him and reigned in his 
ttead, y. 28. 

y. 26. dnd he did evil in the fight of the Lord, 


De loc, Heb. fol. 83. K. 


written, ch. xiv. 19. 


hoftility, fee ¥. 16. 
gan Baafha the fon of Abijah to reign over all Ifraek 


Y Nat. Hilt. 1. 5. ¢. 19. 
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tion wherewith he provoked the Lord God of Irael.} 
Not that Baaj/ba deftroyed the family of Feroboam, 
becaufé of his fins, which did fo much mifchief to 
Jfrael, and were fo provoking to the Lord, from 
any diflike or hatred of them, for he walked in the 
fame, ¥. 34. but the Lord threatened this by his, 
prophet, and fuffered it to be done becaufe of his. 
abominations. ’ 

¥.31. Now the reft of. the ads of Nadab, and 
all that he did, &c.) In his fhort reign, which 
yet were more than here related: are they not writ- 
ten in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of I= 
rael? in which thofe of his father Feroboam were: 

¥. 32. And there was war between Afa and Baafba- 
king of Irael all their days.] For being a wicked. 
man, and an idolater, A/a had no refpeét for him, 
though he had flain the family of Yeroboam ; nor 
had Baajba any regard to Fudab, nor to the wor- 


thip of God at Feru/alem, fo that there was a :: 
underftanding between them, but frequent atts of 


¥. 33. In the third year of Afa king of F lab bee 


in Tirzab, &c.| Which is repeated, partly too : 
ferve that the whole kingdom fubmicted to him 


though ‘an ufurper and murderer, and 20 ae 
. his eae 


where he kept his court, as alfo the'time 
reign, as follows : 24 years; which 
as both Yereboam and his fon reigned. — 

¥. 34. And he did evil in the fight 


2 Jarchi & Kimchi in loge, 


bably an officer in Nadab’s army : con/pired againfe 


the Levites, Fo/b. xxi. 23. and they being driven — 


& 
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&c.]_ As Nadab did, whom he flew: and walked | not out of diflike to idolatty, but out of malice 
in the way of Feroboam , whofe family he deftroy-| and ambition, that he flew the family of Fero- 
ed: and in his fin wherewith be made Tfrael to fin; boam 


in worlhipping the golden calves ; fo that it was 


CHAP. XVL 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the 

ruin of the family of Baafha, and an account 
of his death, ¥. 1—7. and of his fon’s reigning in 
his ftead two years, who was flain by Zimri_one 
of his captains, ¥. 8—14. and who reigned but 
feven days, ¥. 15—20. and the people being di- 
vided between Tzéni and Omri, the party for the 
latter prevailed, and he was made king, and reign- 
ed 12 years, ¥. 21—28. and was fucceeded by his 
fon bab, a very wicked prince, ¥. 29—33. and 
the chapter is concluded with the rebuilding of e- 
richo, ¥. 34. 


the kings of I/rael: and Elab bis fon reigned in bis 
fread, yet but a fhort time. . 

¥.7. And alfo by the band of the prophet Febu 
the fon of: Hanani, came the word of the Lord 
againft Baafha, and againft his houfe, &c.] Which 
is heré repeated, as Abarbinel thinks, becaufe in 
the former prophecy the threatening was on ac- 
count not of his own fin, but becaufe he made J/- 
rael to fin ; but here it is, becaufe of his own evil 
works, as it follows: even for all the evil that he 
did in the fight of the Lord, in provoking him. to 
anger with the work of bis bands, in being like the 
houfe of Feroboam , worthipping the golden calves 
as they did: and becaufe be killed him, either Fe- 
roboam for, according to Dr. Lightfoot’, he was 
alive this year ; rather Nadab the fon‘of Feroboam, 
who it is certain was flain by Baafha ; though it 
may refer, as Abarhinel thinks, to the whole houfe 
of Feroboam; though it was agreeable to the will 
of God, yet was not done by Baa/ba with any re- 
gard to it, but to gratify his malice and ambition, 
and therefore punifhable for it. 

¥.8. In the 26th year of Afa king of Fudah be- 
gan Elah the fon of Baafha to reign over Ifrael in 
Tirzah two years.| Not complete, for he died in 
the 27th of Afa,'y. ro. he reigned juft the time 
that Nadab the fon of Feroboam did, ch. xv. 25. 

¥. 9. And bis fervant Zimri, captain of half his 
chariots, &c.] His military chariots; there were 
two captains of them, and this was one of them} 
fo the Targum, ‘* one of the two matters or cap- 
tains of the chariots :” cen/pired againf bim, as be 
was in Tirzab drinking himfelf drunk in the houfe 
of Arza, fleward of bis houfe in Tirzab; who had 
the charge of his wine and other liquors, to which 
he was addicted beyond meafure ; and this was 2 
a fit opportunity for Zimri to fall upon him, and 


y.1. Then the word of the Lord came to Febu 
the fon of Hanani, &c.] The feer that reproved 
Aja, 2 Chron. xvi. 7. fo that this man was the fon 
of a prophet then living, and was a young man; 
for we hear of him feveral years after reproving 
Febofoaphat, 2 Chron. xix. 2. and as a writer of 
hiftory, 2 Chron..xx. 34. the prophecy that came 
to him from the Lord was againjt Baajfba ; king 
of L/rael: faying ; as follows. 

¥.2. Forafmuch as exalted thee out of the duft, 
&c.] From a very low eftate, and mean family : 
and made thee prince over my people Ifrael , as they 
were of right, and ought to have been; and tho’ 
Baafba got the kingdom by treachery and murder, 
yet the tranflation of the kingdom to him was ac- 
cording to the appointment of God, and by his 
over-ruling providence ; and even his aé of kill- 
ing Neda was a fulfilment of a prophecy of his ; 
and had he done it in obedience to the will of God, 
and in vengeance for his fin, would not have been 
blame-worthy, fince then he would have been an 
executioner of the juftice of God: and thou haft 
walked in the way of Feroboam, and haft made my 
people Ifrael to fin, to provoke me to anger with their 
_ fins ; committing and encouraging the fame idola- flay him, when he was drunk, and off his guard, 
trous practices, fo very provoking to God. and his army at the fame time was befieging Gib- 

¥. 3. Behold, I will take away the pofterity of\betbon,-y. 15. fo that there was a very great like- 
Baafoa, and the pofterity of his houje, &c.| By death,|nefs in what befel the family of Baafba, to that of 
there fhall be none of his family rémaining in any|the family of Yeroboam ; for as the {on-of. the one, 
branch of it: and I will make thy boufe like the\and of the other, reigned but two years, fo they 
houfe of Feroboam the fon of Nebat; execute the|were both flain by their fervants, and both at a 
fame judgment on it, and in. the fame manner,|time when Gibdethon was befieged ; the Targum 
their fins being alike. takes this Arza to be the temple of an idol fo cal- 

¥. 4. Him that dieth of Baafba in the city, fball\\ed, near the royal palace. 
the dogs cat, and him that dieth of bis’in the fields,\ yr10. And Zimri fent in and fmote him, and kil- 
Joall the fowls of the air eat.| They fhould not|/ed bim, &c.] When in his drunken fit: and this 
have burial, which is juft the fame that was threat-|was in the 27th year of Afa 3 when Elab had not 
ened to, and executed on Ferobcam’s family, ch.|reigned two full years: and reigned in his ftead ; 
xiv. 11. that is, Zimri; his reign was fhort indeed, bu 
M5. Now the ref of the aéts of Baafba, and\feven days, ¥. 15. : 
what be did, and his might, are they not written in\ y.11. And it came to pa/s when he began to reign, 
the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Irael? \\as foon as be fat on bis throne, &c.} Perhaps the 
As thofe of eroboam and Nadab were, ch. xiv. 19.|very firft day : that he Slew all the houfe of Baaba ; 
and xv. 31. his whole family, all the children that he had, 
¥. 6. So Baafoa flept with his fathers, &&c.] Or|that there might be none to make pretenfions to 
died, not a violent, but natural death: ad was|the throne: be left him not one that piffeth againft 
buried im Tirzab ; where was the royal palace of |a wall, neither of bis kinsfolks, nor of ‘bis friends ; 


not 
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not any that might avenge the blood of his family, |might do whilft a captain of the chariots, and alfo 
that might have a right or inclination to do it. |fince he ufurped the crown, facrificing to them by 
y¥.12. Thus did. Zimri deftroy all the boufe of way of thank{giving, for being in pofieffion of the 
Baafha, occording to the word of the Lord, which be| kingdom ; and though his reign was fo fhort, he 
fooke againft Baafoa by Febu the prophet.) That|might give plain and {trong intimations that he 
not only his pofterity, but all any way related to|fhould continue the worfhip of idols. 
him fhould be cut off; yea, it feems to have been| ¥. 20. Now the reft of the atts of Zimri, and bis 
carried farther, even to all that were in any con-|¢reafon that he wrought, are they not written in the 
nection with him in point of friendthip, fee ¥. 3. |400k of the kings of Ljrael?) What he did both 

y. #3. For all the fins of Baafha, and the fins of \before and after his ufurpation, during the feven 
Elab bis fon, &c.] By which it appears that the|days he was king, and the manner of his confpi- 
fon trod in the fteps of his father, and was there-|racy, and fuccels in it. 
fore cut off: by which they finned, and by which| y. 21. Then were the people of Ijrael divided into 
they made Ifizael to fin, in provoking the Lord God |two parts, &c.] About the fucceffion in the king- 
of Ifrael to anger with their vanities , their idols, |dom: half the people followed Tibni the fon of Gi- 
which had nothing in them, and can’t be of any|nath, to make him king, thefe were the friends of 
fervice to their votaries; andto ferve fuch, and|Zimri, or however fuch who did not like that the 
neglect the worfhip of the true God, and draw army fhould impofe a king upon them; who this 
others into the fame iniquity, muft be very pro-|Tidai was, is not faid: and half followed Omri; 
voking to the moft high. the general of the army, perhaps the whole of 

y. 14. Now the reft of the aéts of Elab, and ali\that. 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the| Y.22. But the people that followed Omri, prevail- 
Chronicles of the kings of Ifrael?] See ¥. 5. ed againft the people that followed Tibni the fon of 

y. 15. In the 27th year of Afa king of Judah, did|Ginath, &c.] Very probably they had a battle, 
Zimri reign feven days in Tirzab, &c.] Until the |in which the latter were worfted : /9 Tidni died; in 
army under Omri came and took the place, and|the battle: and Omri reigned; took poffeflion of 
deftroyed him: and the people were encamped againft \the throne, his rival being flain. é 
Gibbetkon, which belongeth to the Pbiliftines; it} y. 23. In the 31 year of Afa king of Fudab, be- 
was befieged in Nadad’s time, but upon his death, |gan Omri to reign over I/rael 12 years, Sc.} Which 
by Baajba, the fiege was raifed ; or however if|are to be reckoned not from the 31ft of 4a; for 
then taken, it was recovered by the PAili/tines, and| Abab the fon of Omri began to reign in his 38th 
now befieged again by the J/raelites, fee ch, xv.|year, and fo his reign would be but feven or eight 
years; but they are reckoned from the 27th of A/a, 
the beginning of it, when E/ah was flain by Zimri, 
and he died, which to the end of the 38th of 4/2, 
make 12 years ; for the divifion, according to the 
Fewife chronology *, lafted four years ; Farchi fays 
five*; and from the beginning of that his reign is 
reckoned, though he did not reign over all J/rael, 
or completely, until the 31ft of d/a, when Tibi. 
died: fix years reigned he in Tirzab; the royal 
city of the kings of I/rael, from Feroboam to this 
time, and the other fix he reigned in Samaria built 
by him, as in the next verfe. 

v.24. And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer, 
for two talents of filver, &c.] <A talent of filver, 
according to Brerewood', was of our money 375 
pounds, fo that this hill was. purchafed at 750 
pounds : and built on the hill, and called the name 
of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, 
owner of the bill, Samaria; its name from him 
was Shomeron, which is the Hebrew name for Sa- 
maria ; which, according to Bunting *, was fix miles 
from Zirzab, and ever after the royal feat of the 
kings of J/rael. 

¥. 25. But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, &c.] Openly and publickly, as if it were 
in defiance of him: and did werfe than all that 
were before him, taking no warning by the judg- 
ments inflicted on them,which aggravated his fins ; 
and befides, he not only worfhipped the calves, as 
the reft, and drew J/rael by his example into the 
fame, as they did, but he publifhed ediéts and de- 
crees, obliging them to worfhip them, and forbid. - 
ding them to go to Jerusalem, called the fratutes of 


29. 

+; 16. And ihe people that were encamped heard 
fay, Zimri bath confpired, and hath alfo flain the 
king, &c.] Tidings came to the army of what 
he had done, which was difpleafing to them : where- 
fore all Ifrael made Omri the captain of the boft, king 
over Ifrael that day iw the camp; that is, all I/rael 
that were in the army proclaimed Omri their ge- 
neral, king ; juft as the Roman army declared Ve/- 
pafian their general, emperor of Rome, and as fe- 
veral of the emperors were chofen. 

y.17. And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and 
all Ifrael with him, &c.] He, and the army un- 
der him, broke up the fiege of that place, and 
marched to Zirzab ; which, according to Bunting *, 
was 36 miles diftant from each other : and they be- 

fieged Tirzah x the royal city, in which Zimri was. 

¥. 18. And it came to pafs, that when Zimri faw 
that the city was taken, &c.] That Omri, and the 
army with him, had got into it, being a place not 
much fortified, and Zimri not having force enough 
to defend it againft fuch an army: that be went 
into the palace of the king’s boufe; into the inher- 
moft and moft fplendid, as well as the ftrongeft 
part of it: and burnt the king’s houfe over him with 
frre, and be died; that he might not fall into the 
hands of his rival, who he might fear would 
ufe him ill, and that he might not enjoy the 
royal palace; though Kimchi thinks, that Omri 
fet fire to the palace, and burnt it over the head 
of. Zimri, in which he perifhed ; and this fenfe the 
vext will bear. 

¥. 19. For bis fins which be finned in doing evil in 
the fight of the Lord, &c.\ In the former part of|Omri, Mic. vi. 16. 
his life, as well as now: i walking in the way of| y.26. For he walked in the way of Feroboam the — 
feroboam, and in his fin which be did to make l/-|fon of Nebat, in bis fin wherewith be made Ifrael to 
rael fin, worlhipping the golden calves, which he ha &c.] Worfhipping the calves : #0 provoke the 
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Lord God of Ifrael to anger, with their vanities ;\Zidonians, or Hercules, whoni the Tyrians wor 

thefe, and whatfoever idols elfe were worfhipped by| thipped. 

him, fee ¥. 13. . ¥. 32. And be reared up an altar for Baal in the 
¥. 27. Now the ret of the atts of Omri, which|boufe of Baal, which be bad built in Samaria.) That 

be did, and his might which be fhewed, are they not}he might not go fo far as Tyre or Zidon; and for his 

written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of|wife’s convenience alfo, he built a temple in Sa- 

Ifrael?| Where thofe of the preceding kings were} maria for Baal, and erected an altar there to offer 


written, fee ch. xiv. 19. and xv. 3%. and Xvi. 5, 
14, 20. : 

¥. 28. So Omri flept with his fathers, &c.] Died 
a natural death: and was buried in Samaria, the 
city he had built, and‘now the royal feat and me- 


facrifices upon it unto him ; fo open and daring 
was he in his idolatrous practices. 

¥. 33. And Abab made a grove, &c.] About the 
temple of Baal, or elfewhere, in which he placed 
an idol, and where all manner of filthinefs was fe- 


tropolis of the kingdom: and Abad his fon reigned|cretly committed ; or rather A/berah, rendered grove, 


in bis ftead of whom much is faid in the follow- 
ing hiftory. 

¥.29. And in the 35th year of Afa king of Fu- 
dah, began Abab the fon of Omri to reign over If- 
rael, &c.]- At the latter end of it, the fame year 


is Affarte, the goddefs of the Zidonians, an image 
of which Abab made: and Abab did more to pro- 
voke the Lord God of Ifrael to anger, than all the 
kings of Ifrael that were before him his idolatries 
being more open and bare-faced, and without any 


his father died, fee ¥. 23. and Abab the fon of\excufe, pretence, or colour, as well as more nu- 


Omri reigned over Irael in Samaria 22 years; the 
fame number of years Feroboam did, ch. xiv. 20. 


merous. 
¥. 34. And in his days did Hiel the Bethelite build 


¥. 30. And Abab the fon of Omri did evil in the\Fericho, &c.1 Which was forbidden by Fofbua 


Sight of the Lord, above all that were before him.) 
Adding other idols to the calves, and thofe more 
abominable than they, fince the other kings pre- 
tended to worfhip God in them, but he worfhip- 
ped other gods befides him, as the following verfes 
fhew. 

.¥. 31. And it came to pals, as if it had been a 
light thing for him to walk in the fin of Feroboam 
the fon of Nebat, &c.] To worfhip the golden 
calves he fet up: that be took to wife Fexebel the 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians , who is 
called Ishobalus and Itobalus king of the Tyrians, 
by heathen hiftorians"; and by Theophilus of An- 
tioch*, Futbobalus, prieft of Aftarte, for Tyre and 
Zidon were under one king. This woman was 
not only of another nation, and an idolater, but 


under an anathema, but this man either ignorant 
of that adjuration of Fo/bua; or in contempt and 
defiance of it, and knowing it might pleafe the 
king and queen, fet about the rebuilding of it; and 
it being done by the leave, and under the antho- 
rity of Abab, is mentioned together with his wick- 
ed actions: be laid the foundation thereof in Abiram 
his firft-born ; that is, his firft-born died as foon as 
he laid the foundation of the city, but this did 
not deter him from going on with it: and fet up 
the gates thereof in his youngeft fon Segub; all the 
reft of his children died as he was rebuilding the 
city, until only his youngeft fon was left, and he 
was taken off by death juft as he had finithed it, 
fignified by fetting up the gates of it: all which 
was according to the word of the Lord, which be 


a very filthy woman, and is made the emblem of | /pake by Fo/hua the fon of Nun, between 4 and 500 


the whore of Rome, Rev. ii. 20. and went and |years ago. 


It was after this a place of great note, 


ferved Baal, and worfripped him that is, went to and fo continued many hundreds of years; fee the 
Zidon and Tyre, and worfhipped his wife’s gods, |note on of. vi. 26. but is now, as Mr. Maundréb 
which were either fupiter Thalaffins, the god of the|fays*, a poor nafty village of the rads. 


CHAP. XVII. 


yi 


jah, that there fhould be want’ of rain for 


HIS chapter begins with a prophecy of E/i-|an inftance of a prophet, even the prince of pro- 


phets, as Abarbinel calls him, coming out of Ga- 


fome years to come, and he is directed to go firft| /:/ee, contrary to the fuggettions of the Fews, Fobn 


to the brook Cherith, where he fhould be fed by 
ravens, ¥. 1—7. and afterwards he is fent to a wi- 
dow at Zarephath, where he, fhe and her fon were 


vii. 52. R. Elias Levita' obferves, that after the 
affair of Gideah, an order was given to {mite the in- 
habitants of Fabe/h-gilead, ‘fudg. xxi. and-that as 


fupported for a confiderable time with a handful of|it is reafonable to fuppofe, fome might efcape, he 


meal, and a little oil in a crufe miraculoufly in- 
creafed, ¥. 8—16. whofe fon falling fick and dy- 
ing, he reftored to life, ¥. 17—24. 


y.1. And Elijah the Tifbbite, who was of the 
inhabitants of Gilead, &c.] Which belonged partly 
to the Reubenites and Gadites, and partly to the half- 
tribe of Manaffeb on the other fide Yordan, where 
this prophet dwelt ; but why he is called the Ti/b- 
bite, is not eafy to fay ; what Kimchi obferves feems 
right, that he was at firft of a city called To/bad, 
and afterwards dwelt at Gilead; which city perhaps 
js the fame with Thi/be, in the tribe of Napthali, 
the native place of Tobit, ch. i. 2. and if fo, is 


thinks E/ijab- was one of them; and that when 
this began to be inhabited again, they that re- 
turned, were called the inhabitants of Gilead, of 
whom Elijah was, who lived in thofe times, being, 
as the Fews fuppole, Phinebas, the fon of Eleazar 
the fon of Aaron, fee Fudg. xx. 28. but that he 
fhould be Elijah, and live’ to the times of Ahab, 
is beyond belief. By Origen ™ he is faid to be in 
Thefoon of Gilead; and by Epiphanius”™ to be of 
Thefbis, of the land of the Arabians, Gilead border- 
ing upon it: the fame faid unto Abab; who per- 
haps had been with him before, and reproved him ~ 
for idolatry, warned him of the evil confequences 
of it, but to no purpofe, and therefore now threat- 

ened 
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ened in a very folemn manner: as the Lord God of; bread, and laying it before thevfaintss Paulus and 
Tfrael liveth, before whom I fland, he fwears by| Awtonius. ty DEM -olety Rattan 
the living: God, in whole prefence he was, and] ¥. 5. So he went, and did according to the word 
_to whom he appeals as the omnifcient God, whofe of. the Lord, &c: | Took «his journey eaftward, 
minifter and prophet he was, and in whofe name and hid himfelf in the place directed to : or be 
he came and fpoke, and to whom he prayed; for|wet and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that 73 
ftanding was a prayer-gefture, and fometimes put| Jordan, fee the note y. 3. ‘t 1 jee 
for it, fee the note on Matt. vi. 5. and it was at| _¥.6. And the ravens brought him bread ‘4 
the prayer of Zlijab that rain was with-held, as in the morning, and bread and flefh in the i 
follows, fee Yam. v.17. there foall not be dew nor|&c:} © For his breakfaft and fupper, the two prin- 
rain thefe years; for fome years to come, even|cipal meals then in ule ; and as there were feveral 
three years and a half: but according to my werd ; employed, they could bring a fu ficiency in a fhore 
in prayer, or as he fhould predict, in the name of|/time for each meal ; and thele provifions were'ready 


the Lord. 

y¥. 2. And the word of the Lord came to him, 
&c.] The word of prophecy, as the Targum ; this 
fhows that by word, in the former verfe, he means 
the word. of the Lord by him: /aying ; as fol- 
lows. 

y¥. 3. Get thee hence, and turn thee eaftward, &c.) 
From the place where he was, being in danger 
from Abab and Fezebel, provoked by his reproofs, 


prepared, the bread made and baked, and the flefh 
boiled, broiled or roafted ; from whence they had 
it, need not be enquired after ; the ews fay”, they 
were fetched from bad’s table, and others ds Fe- 
hofoaphat’s, and others, as probable as any; from 
the tables of the 7000 who had not bowed the knee 
to Baal : and be drank of the brook; at his meals. 

¥. 7. And it came to pafs after.a while, Se.) Or 
at the end of days*, perhaps a year, which fome- 


threatenings and prophecies : and bide thyfelf by the|times is the fenfe of this phrafe,..fee Eyod, iii. 
brook Cherith, that is before Fordan , in fome wood|10. Fudg. xvii. 10, that the brook dried ups thro” 
or cave near it, or among the reeds and rufhes that} the. exceflive heat, and for want of fupplies from 
grew on the banks of it; and Bochart ° takes it to the {prings and fountains, with which it. was. ‘feds 
be the fame with the riverKazab, on the borders of|and for the following reafon : Jecaufe there bad been 


Ephraim, which has its name from reeds, Joh. 
xvi. 8. and. xvii. g. and Cherith by anticipation, 
from the prophet’s being fed there; and Adricho- 
mius’ places this brook in the tribe of Ephraim ; 
though Fuller 4 in the half-tribe of Manajjeb, be- 
yond fordax; but Bunting fays*, it runs from 
mount Ephraim between Bethel and Fericho, eight 
miles from Ferufalem towards the north, and fo 
paffing along towards the eaft, falls into Fordan. 
y¥.4. And it fhall be, that thou fhalt drink of -the' 


brook, &c.| The water of that was to-be his drink : 


and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there ; 
whereby he fhould be provided with food to eat); 
by whom are meant not angels in the form of ra- 
wens, as fome; nor, as others, Arabians, for there 
were none.of that people near him 5 nor, as others, 
merchants, the word being fometimes ufed of them, 
for this was not a likely method for privacy ; nor, 
as others, the inhabitants’ of a place called Ored 
or Orbo ; fo the Arabic verfion calls them Orabimi ; 
but we read of no fuch place near Jordan’; the 
Fews' {peak of a city of this name near Beth/hean, 
from whence thefe Oredim came; and fome of them' 
think, they had their name from Oreé, in Fudg. 
vii. 25. it feems better to interpret them of ravens, 
as we do, thefe creatures delighting to be in folitary 
places, in valleys, and by brooks; nor need it be 
any objection, that they were unclean creatures by 
the law, fince E/jah did not feed upon them, but 
was fed by them ; and fuppofing any uncleannefs 
by touch, the ceremonial law might be difpenfed 
with in an extraordinary cafe, as it fometimes was ; 
though it is very remarkable, that. fuch creatures 
fhould be employed in this way, which are birds 
of prey, feize on any thing they can, live. on car- 
rion, and neglect their own young, and yet feed a 
prophet of the Lord ; which fhows the power and 
providence of Godin it. Something like this ¥e- 
vom" relates, of a raven bringing a whole loaf of 
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no rain in the land ; from the time Elijah prayed 
and. prophefied ; of this drought mention is made -_ 
in profane hiftory ; Menander, a Phanician writer, 
fpeaks * of a drought in the times of Jthobalus (the 
fame with E¢bbaal the father, of Jezebel) which 
lafted a whole year, and upon ‘prayer, being made- 
there were thunder, &e. mre 
¥. 8. dnd. ihe word of the Lord came unto him 
&c.]. As. before, after he had been a year atthe 
brook, and that was dried up: faying ; as fol» 
lows. nd 8a: 
¥..9. Arife, get thee to Zarephath, which belong- 
eth to, Zidon, and dwell there, &c,) This might 
be a trial of the prophet’s faith, to. be. fent to dwelk 
ina place belonging to the Zidoniass, among whom 
Jezebel had an intereft, being the daughter of 
their king, ch. xvi. 31. the place is fo called, to 
diftinguith it from another Zarephath, Obad. $. 20. 
Kimchi interprets it, near to Zidon, yet not as be- 
longing to it, but of the land of J/rael; though 
it rather feems to be a Gentile city; it is called 
in Luke iv. 26. Sarepta of Sidony ‘and’ alfo ‘by 
Pliny*; according to Fofephus*, it was not far 
either from Sidon or Tyre, and lay between them’: 
it was ‘three quarters of a mile from Sidon ;-and 
fo Mr. Maundrel * {peaks of it, -as-in the way from 
Sidon to Tyre, and which is now called Serphaen 5 
of which he fays, the place fhewn us for this:city 
confifted only of a few houfes, on the tops of the 
mountains, within about half a mile of the feas — 
but it is more probable, the principal’ partiofthe 
city ftood ,below, in the fpace between the hills 
and the fea, there being ruins till to’be feet in 
that place ofa confiderable extent; and attavel- 
ler into thofe parts many years before him, faysS, 
that he faw nothing of an building on the. fhore, 
but fome {mall houfes in the place where formerly — 
the town of Sarepta did ftand; and J ! 
there is at this time but eight houfes in all the 
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town, though by the ruins-it feems to have been) dring it unto ine, and after make for thee and for thy 
in times pa{t a very fair city; and another ° ob-|/on ; which was not faid from a felfifh {pirit of the 
ferves, that it is about three miles from Berytus:) prophet, but to try the faith of the woman ;. and 
bebold, I have commanded a widow woman there to\belides, as Abarbinel obferves; the prophet was not 
Suftain thee , not that this was declared to the wo-|only hungry and thirfty through his journey, and fo 
man, or that fhe had any orders from the Lord to} required to be ferved firft, but it was for the fake 
fupport him ; but that he had determined it in his|of his fuftenance, that the Lord would command 
mind, and would take care in his providence, that|a bleffing on the meal and oil; wherefore if the 
he fhould be fupplied by her: this was another] drefied it for herfelf and her fon firft, there would 
trial of the prophet’s faith, that he fhould be fent| have been none left for the divine blefling to de- 
to a poor widow woman for his fupport, and fhe] {cend upon. pt MD 
a Gentile; but he that had been fo long fed by ra-| 14. For thus faith the Lord God of Ijrael, 
vens, could have no reafon to doubt of his being|&c.] Whom the prophet perceived fhe had know- 
provided for in this way. ledge of, and faith in: the barrel of meal fhall not 
¥.10. So be arofe, and went to Zarephath, &c.|| wafte, neither hall the crufe of oil fail; that is, the 
Which, according to Bunting *, was 100 miles from] meal in the barrel, and the oil in the crufe, by an 
the brook Cherith: and when be came to the gate\hypallage, or change of words: until the day that 
of the city, behold, the widow womanwas there ga-\the Lord fendeth rain upon the earth; which was 
thering flicks, perhaps out of an hedge juft without} affuring her that rain would be fent, and that the 
the city ; this fhows her to bea poor woman, who} Lord, who had the fole command of it, would 
had no other way of coming at fuel but this, and} fend it; and that until that time it fhould be fent, 
no fervant to feteh it for her: the above writer| fhe would have no lack of provifions, and there- 


tells us, that now before the gate of the city there}fore need not fcruple drefling for the prophet 
is fhewed a certain chapel, where they fay E/zas| firit. 


firft poke with the widow: and he called to her, 


¥.15. And fhe went, and did according to the 


and foid, fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a| faying of Elijab, &c.] Made a cake for him firft, 
wefjel, that I may drink; being thirfty through tra-}and brought it to him, which fhewed great faith 


velling, and fuppofing this to be the woman he 
was directed to, made trial of her this way ; fome 
render it, im this veffel® which he had with him, 
and made ufe of at the brook Cheritb. 

¥. 11. And as foe was going to fetch it, &c.| For 
fhe made no difficulty of granting his requeft, but 
immediately fet out to fetch him fome water from 
the city, or fome fpring hard by, or her own 
houfe ; being very ready to do an hofpitable ac to 
a ftranger, and efpecially to a good man, anda 
prophet, as fhe might perceive by his habit he was, 


in the word of the Lord by him: and fhe, and be, 
and her koufe did eat; many days, a year at leaft, 
if not two years, fee ¥. 7. the widow, the pro- 
phet, and her family, lived upon the meal and oil 
fo long ; we read but of one fon, but fhe might 
have more. 

‘y. 16. And the barrel of meal wafted not, nei- 
ther did the crufe of oil fail, according to the word of 
the Lord, which he fpake by Elijah.) There being a 
continual increafe and fupply of both, through the 
mighty power of God working a continued mira- 


as it feems by what follows : and faid, bring me, I\ cle , juft as the loaves and fifhes were increafed 


pray thee, a morfel of bread in thine hand; to eat 
before he drank ; this he faid ftill farther to try 


_ her whether fhe was the perfon that was to fuftain. 


while the difciples were eating, Matt. xiv. 19, 
20. 
y¥.17. And it came to pafs after thefe things, &c.] 


him, as well as in order to Jead on to more dif-| Not only after the converfation that paffed between 
courfe with her. -|the prophet, and the widow, but after they had 
yw. 12. Aad foe faid, as the Lord thy God liveth,\lived together many days, a year or years, upon 
Which fhews her to be a good woman fwearing|the miraculous provifion made for them: that the 
by the living God, and him only, and that fhe|/on of the woman, the miftre/s of the boufe, fell fick ; 
took Eljab to be a good man, and a prophet of|that is, the fon of the widow woman in whofe 
the Lord: J have not a cake ; greater or lefs, not} houfe the prophet dwelt ; the Fews fay *, this wo- 
a morfel of bread in the houfe: dut a handful of|man was the mother of Yonab, and that he was 
meal in a barrel, and a iittle oil in a crufe ; thefe fe-|this fon of her’s: and bis ficknefs was fo fore that 
parate and unmixed, and not made into a cake,|¢here was no breath left in him it was a ficknefs 
and drefled as fhe intended to do with them: ezd|unto death, it iffued in it; for that he was really 
behold, I am gathering two flicks; ov a few, which|dead, appears from all that follows. 
would be fufficient to bake fuch a quantity as her} y. 18. And fhe faid unto Elijah, what have I to 
meal and oil would make ; the {peaks by the figure} do with thee, O thou man of God! &c.) As if fhe 
meiofis, which expreffes lefs than what is meant, as|fhould fay, it would have been well for me if I 
Ben Melech obferves : that I may go in and drefs it\had never feen thy face; or had any converfation 
for me, and my Jon, that we may eat it, and die;|with thee; this fhe faid rafhly, and in her paffion 
having nothing more left, and no expectation of|and agony, being extremely affected with the death 
any elfewhere, and the famine ftrong in the land; |of her child, which made her forget and overlook 
fo that fhe could look for nothing but death after|all the benefits fhe had received through the pro- 
this was eaten. oe phet’s being with her: art thou come unto me to 
¥. 13. And Elijah faid unto her, fear not, 8cc.|\ call my fin to remembrance, and to flay my fon? to 
That fhe and her fon fhould die, it would not be|punifh her for her former fins, fhe was confcious — 
the cafe: go and do as thou haft faid; mix her the had been guilty of ; for the fuppofed, that as it 
meal and her oil, and make a cake thereof, and|was by his prayer that the drought and famine 
bake it: but make thereof a litile cake firft, and\were come upon the land, fo it was in the fame 
way 
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way that her fon’s death came; namely through the that the foul dies not with the body, but exifts ina 
‘prayer of the prophet. ishetieiiai feparate ftate without it. _ 1 5-9) amlaeeal 
~ ¥. 19. And he faid unto her, give me thy fon, and| ¥.22. And the Lord heard the voice 
be took bim out of ber bofom, &c.| Where the had|&c.] . In prayer, and anfwered it: and the foul of 
‘Taid him, mourning over him, from thence the| the child came into bim again, and be revive i 
‘prophet took him with her leave: avd carried bim)is the firft inflance of any one being railed from 
up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon\dead, this Satan has imitated; hence the t 
bis own bed; an upper room, which was his bed-|fabulous ftories with the heathens of perfons 
chamber; hither he carried him, that he might be/raifed to life after death a ae ree 
alone, and ule the greater freedom both in his ex-| _¥. 23. And Elijah took the child, and brought 
preffions and geftures. - down out of the chamber into the boufe, c.J I 
¥.20. And he cried unto the Lord, &c.\ Or|come to life; he took it off of the bed in his be 
prayed unto‘him, as the Targum, with great vehe- chamber, and brought it down to the lower part of 
mence and importunity : and faid, O Lord my God,|the houfe, where the woman was; gud delivered 
haft thou alfo brought evil upon the widow, with\bim unto his mother: and Elijah faid, See, thy fon 
whom I fojourn, by flaying ber fon? he pleads his|4vetb ; which no doubt was, to her great furprize, 


intereft in the Lord, and makes ufe of it as an ar- 
gument with him to hear his prayer; he obferves 
the charaéter and condition of the women, a wi- 
dow, fuch as the Lord has a compaffionate regard 
for; and he urges the kindnefs of her to him, with 
whom he had fojourned fo long ; and feems to re- 
prefent the cafe as an additional evil or affliction 
to him, as well as to the widow. 

y 21. And be firetched bim/felf upon the child three 
times, &c.] Or meafured himfelf* on it, or put himfelf 
into a pofture in fome refpeéts equal to, the child ; 
putting his mouth on its mouth, his eyes on its eyes, 
his hands on its hands, as E/i/ba afterwards did in a 
like cafe, perhaps in imitation of him, 2 Kings iv. 
34. thereby fhewing his great affection to the child, 
and in order to increafe it the more, and to make 
him the more fervent and importunate in his 
prayers for its life ; and hereby fignifying’ alfo that 
he would if he could infufe his breath and life into 
it, and warm it with his own heat: and cried unto 
the Lord, and fatd, O Lord my God, I pray tkee, 
det this chila’s foul come into him again, which fhews 


that the child was really dead; and a proof this," 


and was a wonderful inftance of divine power and 
goodnefs, and to which, the apoftle may, hay 
fpect, Heb. xi. 35. Bunting 'fays, the inh 
of this place now take upon them to fhew tl 
chamber wherein the prophet E/igs, lived, when he 
raifed the widow’s child to life. ¥ eal a 
¥. 24. And the woman faid to Eljab, Now by 
this I know that thou art a man of God, Sc.) She 
took him to be one at his firft coming to her; fhe 
was in a great meafure confirmed init by the mira- 
cle of the barrel of meal and crufe’of oil 5, but upon 
thé death of her fon, which fhe was ready_to impute 
to the prophet, fhe was flaggered at it; but now, 
by his refurrection from the dead, was fully affured 
of it: and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth, 
is truth ; fhe had known before that what he faid 
concerning, the meal and oil not failing was true ; 
but now fhe was more and more convinced and 
affured that the God, whofe prophet he was, was 
the true God, and that the religion he profetiess 
was the true religion, and he a true prophet, and 
that all his prophecies would be exactly fulfilled, _ 


C HA Py XVUl. . eee 


N this chapter E/jab has an order from the 
Lord to. fhew himfelf to Abab, who, going 
firft, and meeting with.a fervant of his, Obadiab, 
charges him to tell his mafter where he was, that 
he might meet him, ¥. 1—16, and upon meeting 


the earth ; the term of three years and fix months 
being almoft expired, fee Fames. v. 17. a nchate 

¥. 2. And Elijah went to foew himfelf unto Abab, 
&c.J] Which fhewed his chearful and ready obe- 
dience to the will of God, and his great courage 


him, defires that all J/rae/, and the prophets of|and magnanimity, to face a king enraged againft 
Baal, might be convened, which was accordingly |him, and that fought his life: aad there was @ 
done, ¥. 17——20. when he expotftulated with the |/ore famine in Samaria’; the metropolis of the king- 
people of J/rael for their idolatry, mocked and con-|dom, where bab kept his court, and therefore 
founded the prophets of Baal, and gave the|mutft be fenfible of it, and bore the greater indig- 
{trongeft proofs, to the conviction of the people, |nation againft the prophet who had foretold it. 
that Fébovab is the true God, ¥. 21—49. onwhich| y..3. dnd Abab called Obadiah which was the 
all the prophets of Baal were flain, ¥. 40. and rain |governor of his boufe, &c.] Perhaps his fteward = 
in great abundance was giyen at the prayer of the|the Fews “take him to be Odadiab the prophet, 
prophet, ¥.41—46. who wrote’ the fmall prophecy that goes by his 
; name: (now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly:) wh 
yi 1. And it came to pafs after many days, &ec.]\though he did not go up to Feru/alem to worl 
When two years and more were gone from the|which ceremonial fervice was difpenfed with in h 
time the drought and faniine began ; or rather from] yet he did not worfhip the calves, nor Baal, 
the time of the prophet’s departure to the brook|{erved the Lord in a fpiritual mianner. 
Cherith, which might be fix months after the fa-|  y. 4. For it was fo, when Fezebel cu 
mine began: that thé word of the Lord came to 


‘and ir 
him, but to no purpofe: and I will fend rain upon| ttructed others therein: that Obadiah took 100 pro- — 
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phets, and hid them by g0 in a cave; 50 in one} land, of whom he en 
cave and 50 in another; for there were large caves| tell him the truth. 
in the land of J/rae/ capable of holding fuchanum-| y¥. 11. And now thou fayeff, Go tell thy lord, Be- 
ber, and many more, fee 1 Sam. xxii. 1. and xxiv. | hold, Elijah is here] Which if 1 fhould not be 
3. and fed them with bread and water, which in|able to make good, would be of fatal confequence 
this time of famine were very acceptablé; though}to me 3 and that it is plain he feared, by what he 
thefe may be put for all the neceflaries of life. {next fays. . i | . 
¥. 5s And Abab faid unto Obadiah, Go into the| . ¥.12. And it frail comé to pafs, as foon as I am 
land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks,| gone from thee, that the fpirit of the Lord feall carry 
&c.] To obferve in what condition they were,| thee whither I know not, &c.] This he fuppofed 
and the places adjoining to them, the meadows|might poffibly,) and very probably, be the cafe, 
and vallies: peradventure we may find grafs-to fave|fince fuch raptures might have been already, and 
the borfes and mules alive 5 particularly thofe which | known to Odadiah, as there were afterwards, fee 
belonged to the king’s ftables, to find provifions|2 Kings ai. 16. Ezek. iii. 42. 14) Aas viii. 39. 
for which it was found difficult: that we lofe not|\and then he fhould not know where he was, nor 
all the beafts; many of them, doubtlefs, were loft} be able to direct his mafter where to ind him: and 
through the drought already, and there was great|fo when I come and tell Abab, and he cannot find 
danger of the reft, and fo, in time, of there being | thee, be fhall flay me for telling him ‘a lie, and 
none to procreate and preferve their {pecies, and to | deceiving and mocking him ; or for not feizing on 
prevent which Abad propofed to take this method. | Z/jab, and bringing him, when he: knew he was 
¥. 6. So they divided thevland between them, to\fo defirous of getting him into his hands: dur I thy 
pafs through it, &c.] Andione took one part, and | /ervant fear the Lord from my youth; and therefore 
the other the other part » Abab went one way by|did not deferve to be treated after this manner, 


himfelf, and Obadiah went another way by bimfelf ;|having been an early and confcientious worfhipper 
Abad not caring to truft any but Obadiah, who he| of the true God. 
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quited, and adjuréd them to 


knew was a faithful man, ‘left they fhould be bribed 
by thofe that had grafs not'to difcover it. - 
¥. 72 And as Obddiahwas in the way, &c.] In 
his diftri&t,; making his obfervations: debold, Eli- 
jab met him; where is not faid; but he was, no 
doubt, upon the road from Zarephath to Samaria: 
and he knew bimys that is, Obadiah knew Elijah, 
having feen him at 4bad’s. court before he ‘ab- 
fconded: and fell on bis face, and faid, Art thou 
that my lord Elijah 2? thas doing him honour and 
reverence both by words and gefture, as being an 
extraordinary prophet of the Lord. 
y¥. 8. And be anfwered bim, I am, &e.)°' He 
did not defire to be concealed, his orders were to 
fhew and make himfelf known to Ahab, and Oba- 
diah was one of his domeftic fervants: go tell thy 


¥. 13. Was it not told my lord, what I did when 
Fezebel flew the prophets of the Lord? how I bid 100 
men of the Lord’s prophets by 50. in a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water ?| See the note on ¥. 
4. this he faid not in a way of oftentation, but to 
fhew that it would be very ungenerous and ungrate- 
ful, as well as impolitic, to facrifice fuch a friend 
at court to the Lord’s prophets as he had been, 
and might ftill continué:to be. 

¥. 14.' And now thou’ fayeft, Go tell my lord, 
_Bebold, Elijah is here : and be fhall flay me.| That 
'is, fhould he carry fuch’a meflage to him, and 
' Elijah fhould be removed elfewhere, and not to be 
found. 
| yw. 15. And Elijah faid, As the Lord of hofts 
liveth, before whom I ftand, &c.) ‘In whofe pre- 


lord, Bebold, Elijah is here; in fuch a place, ready) fence he was,.and whofe prophet and minifter he 
to face him at any time. - Elijah, by calling Ahab! was; he takes this oath, to affure Obadiah that he 
the lord of Odadiab, as he tacitly reproves him for| would certainly be upon the fpot, or to be found, 
calling him lord, fhews ‘reverence to Abad as a'and not .expofe him to any danger: J wil] Surely 


king, and yet that he was fearlefs of him, as he| Joew myfelf unto him to-day; he was determined at 


was the prophet and ambafiador of the Lord of 
hofts to him, 
y. 9. Aid he faid, What. have 1 finned, &c.) 


all events to, prefent himfelf to him that day, 
¥. 16. So Obadiah went to meet Abab, and told 
him, &c.} That Elijah was in fuch a place, and 


Or in what have I offended God or his prophet,’ had defired him to inform him of it, and was ready 
that revenge fhould be taken on me in this way :\to appear before him that day wherever he pleafed ; 


that theuwouldf deliver thy fervant into the band of 
Abab to flay me? for that he fuppofed would be the 
confequence of it, as he argues’ and more plainly 
exprefies his fenfe in the following words. 

y. 10.9 As the Lord thy God liveth, &c.} Which 
is the form of an oath he thought fit to’ make, to 
afcertain the truth of what he was about to fay : 
there is no nation or kingdom, whitker my lord hath 
not fent to feek thee, which is either an hyperbolical 
expreffion, fignifying he had fought for him: in 
many places, and in every place he could think of ; 
or it muft be underftood either of the ten tribes, 
which were as fo many nations and kingdoms as 
they had been; or were more in the times ‘of the 
Canaanites; or of the nations round about, that 


for upon the prophet’s oath Obadiah was entirely 
fatisfied, and was in no fear of delivering the mei- 
'fage: and Abab went to meet Elijah, though per- 
haps the bold meffage of the prophet might make 
him fear he had fomething to fay to him not very 
agreeable. 

y. 17. And it came to pafs when Abab faw Eli- 
jab, 8c.) As foon as he came up to him, and 
knew who he was; dbarbinel thinks, becaufe his 
hair was grown fo long that 4hab did not know 
him certainly, and therefore put the following 
queftion : that Ahab faid unto him, Art thou be that 
troubleth Ijrael? by oppofing the religion of Baal, 
which prevailed ames thems but chiefly rain 


were in alliance with or tributary to the king of] and at his prayer. 


Tjrael: and when they faid, He is not there, he took 
an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found 
thee not; which he might exact of his own fubjects, 
but could not of other nations, unlefs they were 
free to it of themfelves; or he might. take it of 
their ambaffadors or merchants that came into his 


Ad 


being witheld from em according to his word, 
y. 18. And be anfwered, &c.) That is, Eijah, 
with great. boldne{fs and undaunted courage, not 
fearing the face of the king, being fent to thew 
himfelf to him in the name of the King of kings: 
I have not troubled Ifrael, but thou and thy father’s 
houfe ; they, by their fins, were the caufe of all 
the 
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the troubles, thofe fore evils;.and fad calamities 
.that were upon them : in that ye have forfaken the 
commandments of the Lord; to have no other Gods 
before him, and not to make images, and worfhip 
them, which they had done: and thou haft follawed 
Baalim; the feveral Baals, the fun, moon, and 
ftars, the whole hoft of heaven, worfhipped under 
this name ; or not content with the Phewician Baal, 
or Baal of the Zidonians, followed others, fee Fudg. 
ii, 11. 

y. 19. Now therefore fend, and gather to me all 
frael unto mount Carmel, &c.] No doubt but 
more difcoutfe pafled between Abed and Elijah, 
though not recorded, before he made this motion 
to him; itis very probable, that after fome difpute 
between them, who was the true God, and about 
idolatry, as the caufe of want of rain, £ijab pro- 
pofed to the king what he afterwards did to the 
people, to which he could not object; and being 
defirous of gratifying his curiofity, and efpecially 
of having rain, which the prophet might promife 
him in the iffue of this affair, he agreed unto it; 
and therefore Elijah defired that all J/rae/'might be 
convened, that it might be openly and publickly: 
done, and to the conviction and reformation of 
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and fo for thefe prophets, Yexebe! might have a 
peculiar refpect, _ Xd. 35: Op eiapaesiiaen, 
¥..20, So Abab fent unto all the children of Ifraely 
&c.] By meflengers, requiring their attendance at 
mount Carmel at fuch a time, at leaft theirchief 
and principal men: and gathered the prophets together’ 
‘unto mount Carmel; the 450 prophets of | but 


not the 400 prophets of the groves; for of 


we have no account afterwards, only.of the formers. 


it may be they were, not at the command of Ababy * 
only of Jezebel, at whott table they eat; who would: 
not fuffer them to go. wine Te 
¥.21. And Elijah came unto all the people, 8cc:}. 
Affembled at mount Carmel: and jaid, How long 
halt ye between two opinions ? {ometimes inclining to 
the one, and fometimes to the others asa lame: 
man in walking, his body moves fometimes to one: 
fide, and fometimes to another; or leap ye wpomitwo: 
branches", like a bird that leaps or hops from one: 
branch to another, and never fettles Jone; or ra- 
ther it denotes the confufion of. their thoughts, 
being like branches of trees twifted/and implicated ;_ 
thus upbraiding them with their inconftancy and 
ficklenefs;. what their two opinions wete,.may be. 
learnt from the next claufe: if the Lordbe God, 


them, which was what was chiefly defigned ; and | follow him +) but if Baal, then follow bims for there 


he chofe Carme/, a mountain in the tribe of Jfachar, 
well fituated for the people that came from al 
parts; and the rather this than Samaria, that he 
might meet with no obftruction from Jezebel, and 
from whence he might be able to defcry rain when 
coming, as he did. Of this mountain, fee the 
note on er. xlvi. 18, to which may be added, the 
defcription of it by Mr. Sandys. ** Mount Carmel 
ftretcheth from eaft to weft, and hath its uttermoft 
bafis wafhed with the fea; .fteepeft towards the 
north, and of an indifferent altitude ; rich in vines 
and olives when hufbanded, and abounding with 
feveral forts of fruits and herbs, both medicinal 
and fragrant, though now much overgrown with 
woods and fhrubs of fweet favour.” From the 
following folemn tranfaCtion at it, it feems, in after- 
times, to have become facred, and was very vene- 
rable with the heathens; from this mountain, a 
deity with them had the name of Carme/, and was 
worfhipped here, without an image or a temple, 
only had an altar erected for it, in imitation of the 
God of J/rael worfhipped here in like manner ; here 
Vefpafian facrificed to this deity, affifted by the 
prieft of it, Bafilides, as Tacitus ° relates; Sueto- 
nius® alfo makes mention of this deity, and of 
Vefpefian’s confulting its oracle, which gave him 
hopes of obtaining the empire ; and from hence, 
in popifh times, there were an order of friars called 
Carmelites, inftituted in the year 1180, pretending 
to be the fucceffors of the children of the prophets 
Elijab left there: and the prophets of Baal 450; 
who are fuppofed to be difperfed in the feveral parts 
of the kingdom, to teach and practice the worfhip 
of Baal, and encourage and fpread it in the nation : 
and the prophets of the groves 400, which eat at 
Fezebel’s tables for it feems there were now more 
groves than that one bad firft made, ch. xvi. 33. 
jor which fuch numbers were appointed to attend, 
and which perhaps, were near Samaria, fince they 
eat at Fexebel’s table, and. were a fort of domettic 
chaplains of hers. Aheroth, we render groves, the 
learned Selden * takes to be Afbtoreth, or Afbtareth, 
or Aftarte, the goddefs of the Zidonians, for whom, 
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is but one God, one infinite, immenfe, and incom- 
prehenfible being ; one. that is omnipotent, all- 
fufficient,, good, and perfect; there cannot bei 
more, and therefore but one to be followed, ferved, 
and worfhipped; and the people anfwered bim not a 
word ; through conviction and confufion, his. rea- 
foning being unanfwerable ; or not knowing which 


to chufe at prefent; or fearing they fhould be ~ 


drawn intoa fnare, fhould they name any ;° either 
incur the difpleafure of the king, who was for. 
Baal, or of the prophet, who was for the Lord, at 
whofe word rain was witheld, and might be given, 
which they were defirous of. » aim 
¥. 22. Then faid Elijah unto the people, I, even. 
1 only remain a prophet of the Lord, &c.\ At leatt. 
as he thought, all the reft being flain, as he fup- 
pofed ; however there were none prefent but himfelf 
but Baal’s prophets are 450 men which were very 
great odds he had to contend with. tis 
¥. 23. Let them therefore give us two bullocks, 
&c.] Who, being fo many, were better ablé to 
be at the expence of them, and having the king on 
their party too ; though perhaps no more is meant” 
than that two bullocks fhould be brought thither} . 
and prefented before them: and Jet them chooje one 
bullock for themfelves; which of the two they would, 
if they thought one was any ways preferable to the 


~ 


‘other, it -was at their option to take ic: and cutis 


in pieces, and lay it on wood; as facrifices ufually 
were: and put no fire under; which was wont to 
be done for burnt-offerings, as this was defigne: 
to be: and I will drefs the other bullock; by flaying 
and cutting it in pieces: and lay it on wood; as for 
a burnt-offering: and put no fire under 3 to cons 
fume it. . abt ats 
y.24. And call ye on the name of your gods, &c.} 
The Bzalim, the many lords and gods they ferved: _ 
and Iwill call on the name of the Lord; the one 
true Yebovab and Ged of I/rael, whom Iferve: and 


the Ged that anfwereth by fire, by caufing fire to 


come down upon the facrifice, and confume it a 


him be God; accounted, owned, and acknowledged 


as the true God, and fo afterwards worthipped « x 


» 


? Vit. Velpafian c. 5. , 
tranfilietis taper duos ramos, Malve 


we. 


¥ ‘9 
“i 


* » 


- 


fuch: and all the people anfwered and faid, It is|\that Elijah mocked them; he.jeeved and bantered 
well fpoken , they thought it a very reafonable pro-jthem: and faid, Cry aloud; your God don’t hear 
pofal, a very good method to determine the con-| yous perhaps, if you raife your voice higher, he may ; 
troverfy, and come at the truth, and know who|/or he isa god; according to your éfteem of him, and 
was the true God, and who not. . if fo, he furely may hear you: unlefs either be is talk- 

y¥. 25. And Elijah faid unto the prophets of Baal,|ing ; with others about matters of moment arid im- 
&c.] _Who agreed to this propofal,: though not| portance, who are waiting on him with théir appli- 
exprefied ; or they fignified it by their filence.|cations to him: or he is in meditation: in a dee 
Ben Gerfom thinks they agreed to it, becaufe that, |{tudy upon fome things difficult to be refolved : or 
according to their belief, Baad was Mars, and in|he is purfuing ; his ftudies, or his pleaftres, or his 
the fign of Aries, one of the fiery planets, and|enemies, to overtake them; or he is employed on 
therefore fancied he could fend down. fire on their|bufinefs‘:, or be is in @ journey; gone to vifit his 
facrifice; but Abardinel is of opinion, that it was| friends, or fome parts of his dominions; fo Homer“ 
the fun they worfhipped under the name of Baa/,|reprefents Fupiter gone to pay a vifit to the Erhio- 
the great luminary which prefides over the element| pians, and as yefterday gone to a feaft, and all the 
of fire, and therefore had power to caule it. to de-| gods following him, from whence he would not 
fcend; and if not, they agreed to it, he thinks,| return until twelve days ;.and in like manner Lacian™ 
for three reafons; one was neceffity, they, could| {peaks of the gods, mocking at them: or peradven- 
not refufe, after the people had approved of it, left| ture be fleepeth, and muft be awaked, with a loud 
they fhould rife upon them, and itone them; and|crying to him: ic being now noon, Abarbinel 
another was, that E/jab,propoted to offer without) thinks this refers to a cuftom of fMecping after din- 
the temple, contrary to.the law of his God, and| ner; Homer * alfo {peaks of the fleep of the gods, 
therefore concluded he would not anfwer him by|and which ufed to be at noon; ‘and therefore the 
fire, and fo they fhould be upon a par with him | worfhippers of Baal ceafed then to call upon him ; 
and the third was, that they thought they fhould|and it is faid ’, the heathens feared to go into the 
offer their bullocks together, fo that if fire de-|temples of their gods at noon, left they fhould di- 
fcended, it would come upon them both, and then|fturb them ; but fuch is not the true God, the God 
the difpute would be, whether his God or their| of Jrael, he neither flumbers nor fleeps, Pf cxxi. 4. 
God fent it;,and fo. fo proof could be made who} y, 28. And they cried aloud, &c.) ‘Trying to 
was God, nor the matter in controverfy decided :| make him hear, if poffible; and cut themfelves after 
choofe you one bullock for yourfelves, and dre/s it firft ;| their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood 
for ye are many; therefore in civility to them gave] gu/bed out upon them: {o the priefts of heathen dei- 
the choice of the bullock and the altar firft, he|ties. ufed_to flafh themfelves on their fhoulders, 
being one and they many: and call on the name of\arms, and thighs in their devotions to them, as 
your gods, but. put no fire under; under the wood|many writers obferve*, fancying their gods were 
on which was the facrifice cutin pieces ; and when! delighted with human blood ; particularly the priefts 
they had fo done, then, they, were to call on their/of Bellona*, and the worfhippers of the Syrian 
gods to caufé fire to defcend upon it. goddefs *, and of the Egyptian Lfis*. 

y. 26, And they took the bullock which was given|  y.,29. And it came to pafs when mid-day was paft, 
them, &c.]| By fuch of them as made the choice :| &c.] And nothing done, no fire defcended : and 
and they dreffed it ; flew it, and cut itin pieces, and| they prophefied until the time of the offering of the 
Jaid it on the wood, but put no fire underit: and) evening /acrifice ; continued praying to Baal, and 
called on the name of Baal, from morning even until) Gnging his praifes, but all to no purpole ; or they 
noon, faying, O Baal, bear us; and fend fire down} behaved like madmen, as the Targum; thus they 
on the facrifice; and if the fun was their Baa/,| went on until it was time to offer the evening-facri- 
they might hope, as the heat he gradually diffufed| fice, fo that they had no interruption in their fer- 
was at its height at noon, that fome flathes of fire| vice, and had all the time they could defire to have 
wonld proceed from it to confume their facrifice ;| to importune their God to do the favour for them 
but after, their hope was turned into defpair, they|they requefted: that there was neither voice, nor 
became and acted like madmen: dx there was #o| any to anfwer, nor any that regarded, no voice was 
voice, nor any that anfwered , by word, or by fending) heard that returned them any anfwer , nor was any 
down fire as they defired: and they leapt upon the\an{wer made by fire, nor any regard fhewn to their 
altar which was made, not by Exjah, but by them-|mad geftures and barbarous actions; and very 
felves, either now or heretofore, and where they likely the people alfo, by this time, paid no regard 
had formerly facrificeds and they danced about it, 
and leaped on it, either according to a cuftom ufed | th 
by them; fuch as the Saii, the priefts of Mars,|anfwer.. 
ufed, fo called from their leaping, becaufe they did] ¥. 30. And Elijah faid unto all the people, come - 


. them, perceiving they were not able, by all 
their facred things leaping, and went about zs unto me, &c.} And obferve what I do, and 


their cries and methods they took, to obtain an 


altars capering and-leaping *; or rather they were what will be done at my requeft: and all the people 
mad on’ it, as the Targum renders it, and acted like| came near unio him; left the prophets of Baal to 
madmen, as if they were agitated by a prophetic|themfelves, and took no more notice of them, but 
fury and frenzy. : attended to what the prophet fhould fay and do : 

¥. 27. And it came to pafs at noon, &c.| When! and be repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken 
they had been from the time of the morning-facri-| down, which had been fet up when high places 
fice until now invoking their deity to no purpofe:|and altars were allowed of, while the tabernacle 


' Was. 

* Servius in Virgil, Aincid. 1. 8. tum Salii ad cantus, &c. Vid. Gutberleth, de Saliis, ¢. 2. p.9. * David de pomis 
Lexic. fol, 211. 1. “6 Jiad. 1. y. 423. w Jupiter Trageedus. ° * Ut fupra, in fine, & Miad. 2. y. 1, 2. 
¥ Meurf. Au@uar. Philol. ¢. 6. apud Quiftorp. in loc. + Vid Kipping. Antiqu. Roman, 1,1. ¢. 10. p. 202. @ Ter- 
tul. Apolog. c.9. Laétant. Inftitut. ]. 1. c. 21. > Apulei Metamorph, 1. 8. © Herodot. Euterpe, ¢. 64, 


Manetho. Apotelefm. 1.1. ¥. 243: 244. Seneta de vita beata, ¢. 27. 
Vo L. i N°, 22. : E : : ; 3 - g Q. 


pry 


702 lL KIN. G S. Chexviiiiy..g 1-40 
was unfettled, and the temple not built ; this’ is and tbat i have doite*all’ thefe things at thy wor 
fuppofed to have been eretted in the times’ of the reftrained rain from thé earth for forme ‘years paft; 
Judges; though, according to a tradition of the}and now had convetied ‘/rae/, and: the falfe. 
Jews *, it was built by Saul, fee 1 Sam. xv: »2.| phets,” together, that’ by a vifible fign’ fro 
but had been thrown down by the’ idolatrous J/-| ven it might be known who was the true 30 
raelites, who demolifhed fuch as were ere€ted to] which he did hot of hinifelf, but by the inppu: 
the name of the Lord every where, and built new| direction and commandment of the Lordi’ | 
ones for their idols, ch. xix. 10. Benjamin of Tu-| “¥. 37. Hear me,’ O' Lord, hear me, 8c.) W. ic 
dela* fays, that on the top of mount Carmel is now| repetition is madé'to exprefs his importur ry 
to be feen the place of the altar E/jjab repaired, | the vehement earneft defire’ of his foubt bay 
which is four cubits round. in fuch a cafe, which fo much’ concerned the glory 
. ¥. 31. And Elijah took 12 flones, according to the| of God’; the Targum is, ** receive my prayer, O 
number of the tribes of the fons of Facob, 8c. | Lord, concerning the fire, receive my prayer con-+ 
Which he might very eafily come at from the|cerning'the rain ;” as if the one refpected the fend4 
mountain: unto whom the word of the Lord came,j\ing down the fire on the facrifice, and the other 
faying, Irael oall be thy name ; which fignifies one} fending rain on ‘the earth ‘and which fenfe is fol- 
that has power with God, as Facob had, when the lowed by other Fewifh writers : that this people may 
word came to him to make a change in his name|Amow that thou art ‘the Lord Ged» and not Baal, 
at Penuel, Gen. xxxii. 28. and as Elijah hoped and|or any other idol: and ‘that thow baft turned: their 


believed he fhould have at this time, being a pro- 
phet, and a worfhipper of {/rael’s God. 

¥. 32. And with the ftones he built an altar in 
the name of the Lord, &c.] Whom the 12 tribes 
had formerly worfhipped; and though now divid- 
ed in their civil ftate, yet ought to be united in 


heart back again , from idolatry, to the! worfhip»of 
the true God; though fome undéfftand this of 
God’s giving them up to a fpirit of error, and'fufs 
fering them to fall into idolatry, “and” hardening 
their hearts, as he did Pharacb’s ; bnt the former 
fenfe is beft. TInt 3 , of) ‘bac 


the worfhip of God: and be made a trench about) y. 38. Then the frre of the’ Lord fell, Be.) “An 
the altar, as great as would contain two meafures of \extraordinary fire from God out of heaven, asithe 


feed ; or two feahs, one of which was the third 
part of an ephah, and two of them were more than 
half a bufhel; and this trench or ditch round the 
altar was as broad as fuch a meafure of feed would 
fow. 

¥. 33. And he put the wood in order, and cut 
the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, &c.] 


effects of it thew: and con/umed the burnt-JSacrifice ; 
as it had done in fome other inftances, “Leu. ixt 
24. Fudg. vi. 22. 1 Chron xxi. 26. 2 Chron. vik 
1, 3. and befides this, which is ftill more*extraor- 
dinary, and the woed, and the ftones and the duft; 
of the altar, thereby fignifying chat evemfuch were 
not to be ufed any more’: and’ licked up the water 


Juft in fuch manner as facrifices ufually were : and|that was in the trench ;°around the’ altar, fee ¥. 


faid, fill four barrels with water; ‘either from the 
brook Ki/bon, or if that was dried up, from the 
fea ; for both were near this mountain, and fo to 
be had, though a time of drought : and pour it on 
the burat-facrifice ; that which was intended to be 
one: and upon the word, wherewith it was to be 
burnt, and fo made unfit for it; and which would 


make the miracle appear the greater, when fire 


came down and confumed it. 


¥. 34. And be faid, do it the fecond time, and 


they did it the fecond time, &c.] That is, poured 


four barrels of water more upon the wood : and be | 
faid, do it the third time, and they did it the third| 


time ; fo that there were in all 12 barrels of wa- 


32. aw Aiba 
¥. 39. And when all the people faw tt, they felt 
on their faces, 8c.) In reverence of God, -aftonith- 
ed at the miracle wrought, afhamed of themfelyes 
and their fins, particularly their idolatry, that they 
fhould turn their backs on ‘the true God, and fol-+ 
low idols: and they faid; the Lordy beiis the God, 
the Lord, be is the God ; which ‘acknowledgment 
of God, as the true God, in oppofition’to Baal, 
is repeated, to fhew their’ firm belief and firong 
affurance of it. | KOT TEQN OT - 
¥. 40. And Elijah faid unto*them, take the proz 
phets of Baal, &c.¥ “The 456 that were upomthe 
fpot ; for the number of the peoplé of U/rael, now 


gathered together, were equal to it 3. norewas it in 
of the 12 {tones the altar was built with, and may! 4bad’s power to hinder-it, and he might himfelf 
have refpect to the fame as they. be fo far furprized and convicted, as not in the 

¥.35. And the water ran round about the altar,|\ealt to object to it: det not one of them efcapes 
&c.] There being fuch a large effufion of it on it:|/that there might be none of ther left to feduce 
and he filled the trench alfo with water ; which fur-|the people any more: ‘and they took them; laid hold 
rounded the altar, fo that it feemed impracticable|on them, every one of them: and Hijab drought 
that any fire fhould kindle upon it; and this gave |them down to the brook Kifhon; which ran by the 
full proof and demonftration there could be ‘no col-|fide, and at the bottom of mount Carmel, into 
luficn in this matter. oe . 

¥. 36. And it came to pafs at the time of the offer-| flew them there, intimating, that it was’ owin® to 
ing of the evening-/acrifice, &cc.] Which the peo-|the idolatry they led the people into, that rain had 
ple of God at Feru/alem were now attending to:/been with-held; and the brooks were dried up, ‘as 
that Elijab the prophet came near; to the altar he|this might be; or, as Bex Ger/om thinks, that the 
had built, and on which he had laid the facrifice :/land might not be defiled with theirblood; *but be 
and faid; in prayer to God: Lord God of Abra-|carried down the river after it Piper me 
am, Ifeac and Facob, the Covenant-God of the} with his own*hand, but by others’ he gave’ 
anceftors of his people, though they had now fo/to do it; and this not as a private perfon, but as. 
foully departed from him: Jet it be known this day|an extraordinary minifter of God, 
that thou art God in Ifrael; and that there is nojtice according to his law, Deut: xiii. 


ter poured on the wood, agreeable to the number 


other :_ and that J am ¢hy fervant ; a true worhhip-|fuch falfe »prophets were sto die; and the rather - 
per of him, and his faithful prophet and minifter :'he was raifed up ‘and {pirited for this ee 
i. ioe pee tS eo.) eine eats 
: * 
+ lige te J 


@ Jarchi & Kimchi in los. © Tsiner ar. po a7. 
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fea, fee the notes on Fude. iv. 4. and weer. and 


ae 
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the fupreme magiftrate was addi&ted to idolatry 
himéelf, (eal STE 404, A 
' ¥. 41. And Elijab faid unto Abab, get thee up, 
‘&c.] From the brook and valley where the exe-|be faid, behold there arifeth a little cloud out of the 
cution of the prophets had*been made; either up|/ea ike a man’s had, &c.] Either about the big- 
‘to his chariot, or to the tent or pavilion ereéted|nefs or in the form of it ; rain-water comes out of 
on the fide of the mount, where the whole icene|the fea,” and being ftrained through the clouds and 
of things was tranfacted: eat and drink ; which|air becomes freth : and be faid, go up; the meaning 
he had no leifure for all the day, from the time of|feems to be, that he fhould firft go down from the - 
the morning-facrifice to the evening-facrifice, which| mount, and then go'up to that part of it where 
was taken up in attending to the iffue of the feveral| Ahab was: fay uiito Abad, prepare thy chariot ; 
Jacrifices ; but now he is bid to eat and refrefh|bind or faften: the horfes to it, as the phrafe feems 
‘himfelf, and that in token of joy and gladnefs, as|tofignify : and get thee down ; from the mountain 
became him, both for the honour of the true God,|where he was to go to Fexreel, which lay low ina 
which had been abundantly confirmed, and for the|valley.: shat the rain flop thee not; on the road, 
near approach of rain, of which he affures him :jthat might be made unpaffable by it, fignifying 
for there is a found of abundance of rain, the wind|that fuch abundance fhould fall as would make it fo. 
perhaps began to rife, and blow pretty brifkly,| ¥. 45. And it came to pafs in the meanwhile, 
which was a fign of it’; befides, according/&c.] ‘That the fervant was gone with the meflage 
to the Zyrian annals *, there were loud claps of|to Abad, and Abab was getting ready his chariot: 
thunder at this time, at leaft when the heavens|that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, 
became very black, asin ¥. 45. and there was a great rain; which all fprang from 
y¥.42. So Abab went up to eat and to drink, &c.]|\the cloud like a man’s hand; and fo we are told*, 
Up to his chariot, as fome think, or rather to;that fometimes a little cloud called the ox’s eye is 
fome place higher than that in which he now was :|feen on a mount of the Cape of Good Hopi, called 
and Elijah went up to the. top of Carmel; higher|Tafefbery, when the fky is moft ferene, and the fea 
ftill, where he both might be alone, and have thejquiet; which is at firft fcarce fo big as a barley- 
opportunity of obferving the clouds gathering,|corn, and then as a walnut; and prefently it ex- 
and the rain coming: and be caft bimfelf down upon|tends itfelf over the whole furface of the “moun 
the earth, and put bis face between bis knees ;ex-\tain: and Abab rode, and went to Fezreel , as fatt 
preffive of his humility, and of his earneftnefS,|as he could. 
and vehement defire, and continued importunity,| y. 46. And the hand of the Lord was on Elijab, 
that rain might fall ; for this was a pofture of|&c.] Giving him more than common ftrength of 
prayer he put himielf into, and continued in ; and}body, as well as courage and fortitude of mind 5 
it is certain that it was through his prayer thatjfo the Targum, the fpirit of ftrength from the Lord 
raincame, Fam. v. 18. and from hence came the|was with him: and be girded up bis loins , gather- 
fable of the Grecians concerning acus praying for|ed up his long loofe garment, and girt it about 
rain in a time of drought, when it came*. So|him, that he might be more fit for travelling: and 
the Chinefe writers * report that at the prayers of|ran before Abad to the entrance of Jezreel , reckoned 
their emperor Zangus, after a feven year’s drought, about 16 miles from Carme/'; this fhewed his hu- 
great rains fell. mility, that he was not elated with the wonderful 
¥.43- Aud faid to his fervant, &c.) Whom fome|things God had done by him, and that he bore“no 
take to be the fon of the widow of Sarepta, but helill will to 442d, but was ready to fhew him all bo- 
mutt be too young to be employed in fuch fervice|nour and refpet due to him as a king ; and that 
as this was: go up now; ftill higher on mountjit were his: fins, and not his perfon, he had an 
Carmel than where he was, even to the higheftlaverfion to; and that he was not afraid of Fezebel, 
point of it: /ook towards the fea ; or the weit, asjand her prophets, but entered into the city where 
the Zargum, the Mediterranean fea, which lay to/fhe was, to inftruét the people, and warn them 
the weft of the land of Jfrael : and he went up andjagainft heridolatries; though fome think he went 
looked, and he faid there is nothing ; there was nothing|no farther than the gate of the city, prudently 
in the fky, or arifing out of the fea, that lookedjavoiding falling into ker hands. 


r 703 
like oF forboded fain: aid he id. go again 7 times, 
till he fhould fee fomething. ~~ 

_ W. 44. And it came to pals at the fetenth time that 


CP A Pod) Ree: 


HIS chapter gives us a farther account of E/i- 
ey jah, of his being obliged to fice for his life 
through the threats of Fezebel, ¥. 1—4. of the 
care the Lord took of him, providing food for 
him, in the ftrength of which he went to Horeb, 
y¥. 5—8. of the Lord’s appearance to him there, 
and converfation with him, y.9q—14. of fome in- 
ftructions he gave him to anoint a king over Syria, 
another.over J/rae/, and a prophet in his room, 
y. 15—18. and of his finding Eija, and throw- 
ing his mantle over him, who left his fecular em- 
ployment, and followed him, and became his fer- 
vant, ¥. 19—21. 


f Fit fragor, hinc denfi——nimbi,Ovid. Metamorph. 1. 1. fab. 8. v. 269. 


» Paufan. Attica, five 1. 1. prope finem. Ifocrat. Evagoras, 373. 


& Scheuchzer. Phyfic. Sacra, vol. 3. p. $91. 


y. 1. And Abab told Fexebelall'that Elijab bad 
done, &c.}] What miracles he had wrought, how 
that not only fire came down from heaven, and 
confumed the facrifice, but even the {tones and duft. 
of the altar, and licked up great quantities of wa- 
ter in the trench around it's and that it was at his 
prayer that rain came’ down from heaven in fuch 
abundance, of which fhe was fenfible ; by all which 


he got the people on his fide, fo that it was not in 


his power to feize him and flay him; and this he ~ 
faid to clear himfelf, and make her eafy : and with- 
all how be had flain all the prophets with the fword , 
the 450 prophets of Baal he had gathered to Cate 

cathe mel 5 


{ 

&-Apad Jofeph. Antiqu. 1. 8. c. 13. §. 2, 
oo eta Si Hitt. J. gee p..0@ 2, 9’ 
unting’s Travels, &e. p. 204. 
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wel, the Targum calls them -falfe prophets, but 
Abab would {carcely ule that epithet to Fezebel 5 as 
for the 400 prophets of the grove, they were not 
prefent, and fo not included. Yezebel knew they 
were fafe, being with her, fhe not fuffering, them 
to go to Carmel. yo 3 
y.2. Then Jezebel fent a meffenger unto Elijah, 
&c.] In Fezreel, or near it, to frighten him away ; 


.as Bunting" computes it, he quitted it: and 


fo high, that he imagined fhe would fend fome 


after him to fearch for him, and flay him privately, 


or make intereft with Fehohapbat to deliver -him 


up, there being friendfhip between him and Ababys 
for though this place was 84 miles from Fezebel, 
\ left 


his fervant there he took him not with hi 
ther left. he fhould betray him, or. rather 


‘compafiion to him, that he might not fhare 


not caring to feize him, and difpatch him, for {iio i 
the miferies of life that were like to. come. 


fear of the people, in whom he had now a great 
intereft ; or otherwife it is not eafy to account for 
ir, that fhe fhould give him notice of it ; unlefs 
fhe {corned to do it privately, as fome think, and 
was determined to make a publick example. of 
him; but being not as yet prepared for it, fends 
him word what he muft expect, imagining that as 
he had the courage to appear, he would not flee ; 
no doubt there was an hand of providence in it, 
be it which it will, that he might have time to 
make his efcape: faving, fo let the gods doto me, 
and more alo; the gods fhe ferved, Baal and dp- 
taroth, and by whom the {wore : if I make not thy 
lifeas the life of one of them by to-morrow about this 
time ; as one of the prophets E/yjah had flain ; fhe 


tis; 
wid 


him, ar Aky® 
¥. 4. But be himfelf went a days journey into 


wildernefs, &c. | Of Paran, which began near 


Beerfheba, and was the wildernefs of Arabia, in 


;which the J/raedites were near 40 years; this day’s 
journey carried him about 20 miles from Beer- 
/beba fouthward, as the above writer reckons: and 


came and fat down under a juniper-tree, Abarbinél 
fuppofes, that E/jah chofe to. fit under this tree, 
to preferve him from venemous creatures, which 
naturalifis fay will-not come near it; and Pliny? 
indeed obferves, that it being burnt will drive aw 

ferpents, and that fome perfons anoint themfelves 
with the oil of it, for fear of them and yet Vix- 


fwore by her gods, and wifhed the greateft evils |g#/° reprefents the fhade of a juniper-tree as noxi- 
might befal her, if fhe did not lodge him in the}ous; hence fome interpreters take this to be a 


ftate of the dead where they were in thefpace of 
24 hours; though Adarbinel thinks it is not an 
oath, but that the words and meaning of them are, 
fo the gods do ; it is their ufual way, and they will 
goon to do fofor the future, becaufe of the, holi- 
nefs of their name; and therefore don’t boaft of 
flaying the prophets, or make ufe of that as an ar- 
gument of their falfhood, for they'll do the fame 
by thee by to-morrow this time. 

¥. 3. And when be faw that, &c.}] That her de- 
fign and refolution were to take away his life , the 
Septuagint, Vulgate, Latin, and Syriac verfions 
read, and he was afraid, or frightened ; he that 
had fuch courage as not to be afraid to meet Ahab, 
and contend with 450 priefts of Baal, and in the 
face of all Jacl, who at firft were not inclined to 
take his part, is now terrified at the threats of a 
fingle woman ; which fhews that the fpirit and cou- 
rage he had before were of the Lord, and not of 
himfelf ; and that thofe who have the greateft zeal 
and courage for religion, for God, and his wor- 
fhip, his truths and ordinances, if left to them- 
felves, become weak and timorous; and whether 
this is the true reading, or no, it was cértainly his 
cafe by what follows: he arofe and went for his life; 
fled to fave his life, at a time when he was much 
wanted to encourage and encreafe the reformation 
from idolatry, and to preferve the people from re- 
lapfing who were converted ; and through the mi- 
racles that had been wrought by him, ‘and for him, 
he had great reafon to truft in the Lord: or be 
vent unto, or according to bis own foul™; according 
to his own mind and will, not taking counfel of 
God, or any direction from him ;. and fo Abarbinel 
interprets it: and came to Beerfoeba, which belong- 
eth to Judah; to the tribe of Fudab; for though 
it-was in the inheritance of Simeon, yet that was 
within the tribe of Fudab, Fo/b. xix. 1, 2. or to 
the kingdom of Fudab, over which Febofbaphat 
reigned, and fo might. think himfelf fafe, being 


piece of careleffnefs. and indifference of the pra- 
phet’s, where he fat ; and he requefted- for him/elf, 
that be might die ; for though he fled from Jezebel 
to preferve his life, not chufing to die by her hands, 
which would caufe her prophets to exult and tri- 
umph, yet was now defirous of dying by the hand 
of the Lord, and in a place where his death would 
not be known: it is enough, now, O Lord, take 
away my life; intimating, that he had lived long 
enough, even as long as he defired ; and he had done 
as much work for God as he thought he had to do; 
he fuppofed his fervice and ufefuluefs were at an 
end, and therefore defired his difmiffion : for Jam 
not better than my fathers ; that he fhould not die, 
or live longer than they ; but this defire was not 
like that of the apoftle Paul’s, but like that of 
Fob and of Fonas; not fo much to be with God 
and Chrift, as to be rid of the troubles of life. 
¥.5. And as be lay and flept under a juniper-tree, 
&c.} Being weary and fatigued with his journey, 
the fame under which he fat; for there was but 
one, as that is faid to be in the preceding verfe : 
behold, then an angel touched him, and faid unte 
him, arife, and eat; fo far was the Lord from 
granting his requeft to take away his life, that he 
made provifion to preferve it; fo careful was he 
of him, as to give an angel charge to get food 
ready for him, and then awake him to eat of it. 
y¥. 6. And he looked, and behold, there was a cake 
baked on the coals, &c.] Jutt took off the coals, 
quite hot. Bochart* thinks it fhould be she 
baked on hot tones and fuch was the way of bak- 
ing cakes in fome of the eaftern countries, fee the 
note on Gen, xviii. 6. the ftones hereabout might 
be heated by a fupernatural power, and the cake 
baked on them by an angel; thefe fort of cakes 
are in Hebrew called Huggoth, as fome pipnoys 
the word, and.are faid to be now common in Bul- 
crife 


garia, where they are called Hugaces* : and at 
of water at his bead; to drink of in eating the 


out of the dominions of dbab, and reach of Fe-fcake; which crufe or pot a learned man* thinks — 


zebels but yet he did not think fo, his fears ran | was Elijah’s, not brought by the angel, only wa- 
as ’ tte | ibe 


m StP95y5 by nara cmv Luxm avre, Sept. fecundum animam fuam, Vatablus, Pagninus. 


©: Nat Rifts li.24, ¢, 8. 
€. 339 Gol. 328. 
c. 44. Col. 224, 


P Juniperi gravis umbra 


* Bufbequius apud Calmet on the word bread. 


ter 
« vill 


" Travels, | s 

76. $ Hierozoic. par. 1. I, 2. 

* Schacchi Elochrifm, Myrothee. &. 4. 

is ir | .. 
crrswadeg 4 


a 


Bucol. Eclog. 10. ¥. 


ig . ‘ere ’ | es 
Chisixy.7—tasde Vo K PNG G05 
, : S 
ter put into it by him; fee 1 Sam. xxvi. 1, 12.| — ¥, 10. Awd be faid) T have been jealous for the Lord 
and he did eat, and drink, but nov all thar was God of bofts,’ &€.) Throtigh zeal for the glory of 
fet before him: and laid bim down again ; to ‘take| God he had Nain 4.50 prophets of Baal, and this had 
fone more fleep for his greater refrethment. {tirted up the malice and revenge of Jezebel againft 
¥.7. Aid the angel of the Lord came again the\him, who fought his life, and which had obliged 
fecond time, and touched him, &c.} In order tolhim to flee, and come to this place for fhelter; this 
awake him out of fleep: and faid unto bim, avrife,\is the firtt part of his anfwer, dthers follow: for 
and eat, becaufe the journey is too great for thee 5\rbe children of Ifrae! have forfaken thy covenant the 
which he had to go to Horeb, without eating more | law, efpecially the two firft commandments deli- 
than he had; and there were no provifions to be|vered in this very place ; and therefore he could hope 
be had in a common way and manner in his road] for no protection from them, but was forced to 
thither, leave his country : thrown down thy altars 3 which 
¥.8. And ke arofe, and did eat and drink, &c.]\had beén’ built in times paft for the worfhip of 
Of, what was left of the cake and crufe of water, God, to facrifice thereon to him, but were now 
before provided for him : aud went in the freagth|\demolifhed, that thofe that would not bow the 
of that meat, 40 days and 40 nights, unto Horeb the\knee to Baal, and could not go to Feru/glem, might 
mount of God; tor fo long he was going to that|make no ule of them: and flain thy prophets with 
place, though it might have been gone in three|sbe fword ; which was done by Fezebel, the I/rael- 
er four days; but he went in bye-ways, and wan- |ites conniving at it, and confenting to it; and not 
dered about in the wildernefs, as the J/raelites did, daring to oppofe her ; flain all fhe had knowledge 
and that for the fpace of 49 days, as they did near |of, or even were known by the prophet ; hence ‘it 
40 years; and all this while he had no other fuf-| follows, and Z, even I only am left, and they feck 
tenance than what he had taken under the juniper-|my life to take it away ; all this Elijah faid, as it 
tree, from whence he fer out, which muft be fu- feems, not-only to excufe himfelf for fleeing, and 
pernatural ; for at is faid', a man can’t live with: taking up his abode where he was, but to ftir up 
out food beyond feven days, fee the note on Exod.|the indignation of God againft J/rael for their ido- 
xxiv. 1.8. the food either ftaying in ‘his’ ftomach |latries and murders, and to put him upon inflict- 
al] this while, or however the nutritive virtue of ing his judgments on them forthe fame. 
it, by which Ke was fupported, and held out till]. v.41. dad be Jaid, go forth and ftand upon the 
he came to Hored) or Sinai; called the mount of |mount before the Lord, &c.]_ Who would appear 
the Lord, becaufe here he had appeared to Mo/es 
inthe bufh, and from hence gave the law ‘to the 


there, as he had to Mojes formerly, though not ift 
the fame manner : ‘and behold, the Lord paffed by ; 

children of [/rael. Abarbinel is of opinion, that 

this term of 40 days was confumed in his whole 


or was about to pafs, for as yet he had not; his 
meffengers firft went before him: and a@ great and 
journey to Horeb, his ftay there, and return to 
the land of J/rael. ; 


Jirong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces 
¥..9. And be came thither unto a cave, and lodged 


the rocks before the Lord; ftrong enough to do all 
this, and fo it might: but the Lord was not in the 

there, &c.| ‘Thiscave, fome travellers fay", is to 

be feen at this day, not far from a church de- 


wind , as he fometimes is, Nab. i. 3. he fpake to 
fob out of a whirlwind, ch. xxxviii. 1. asd’ after 
dicated to the prophet Elijah, and that the cave|the wind an earthquake; that fhook the earth all 
itfelf has rhe appearance of a chapel; but a more |around, and the mountain alfo, as it did when the 
particular account of it is given in a journal™ lately |law was given on it, P/. Ixviii. 8. But th? Lord 
publifhed, which fays, this cave exifts to this very|was not in the earthquake ; ‘as he was when it trem- 
day, and is fituated at the foot of mount Sinai, and|bled in the times of Mo/es, ‘Exod. xix. 18. 
is now inclofed in a church ‘built of red and white| y.12. And after the earthquake a firé, but the 
granate marble, the entrance into which is from|Zord was Yot\in the fire, &c.] As he was when 
the weft; the dimenfions of this cave até in ‘length 
five feet, in depth four feet, and in height four 


he defcendéd: on this mount, and fpake to Mojes, 
and a half. The Few writers are of opinion, 


Exod. xix. the Targum, and fo Farchi, ‘interpret all 

thefe appearances of angels, and not amifs: the 

that this was the cleft of the rock, in which Mo/es}wind, ‘of an hoft. of angels of wind; the earth- 

was put, when the Lord pafied before him ; ‘but if quake, of an hoft of angels of commotion ;' the 

fo, there would have been no'need of Eijah to have|fire, of ‘an hoft of angels of fire; fee Pf ‘civ. 4. 

gone forth to and ftand upon the mount when the |thefe minifters of the Lord went before him, to 
Lord pafied by, W.as. and behold, the word of the 
Lord came:to him; an articulate voice was heard by 


prepare the way of his glorious majefty ;' which 

emblems may reprefent'the power of God, the ter- 

him: aud he faid unto him, what dof thou bere,\riblenefs of his majefty, and'the fury of his wrath, 

Elijah ? «this is not‘a proper place for a prophet to| which he could difplay, if ‘he would, to the de- 
be in, inva wildernets, in a mountain; ‘in’a cave in 
it: what work could he: do’ for God?) or what 


ftruction of his enemies; ‘and could as eafily de- 

{troy the idolatrous kingdom, of J/rael, which Eji- 
fervice to his people? in the land of J/rael he might 
bear his teftimony againft idolatry, and fo -be a 


jab feems to be folicitous of, as the wind rent the 
mountains, and broke the rocks, and the earthquake 

means of reclaiming backfliders, and of eftablith. 

ing thofe \thatiwere in the’ true religion’; but of 


fhook the earth, and the fire confumed all in its 

way ; but‘he chofe not to do it now, but ‘to ufe 
what ufefulnefs could he be here? Abarbinel takes lenity, and fhew mercy, fignified by the next em- 
it to be\a reproof of Evijah, for going into a place|blem:: and after the fre, a fill Small voice, -not 
fo holy as it’ was, and im which Mbjes, the chief }rough, but gentle, more like whifpering than roat- 
~of the prophets, had'been, and that it did not be- ing ; fomething foft, eafy, and mufical; the Tar- 
come fuch.a man as he was to be in fuch a place. gui is, the. voice of thofe that praife God in filence 3 

Lov : an 


‘ 
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and all this may be confidered as fhewing the diffe- 
rence between the two difpenfations of law and 
gofpel ; the law is a voice of terrible words, and 
was given amidft a tempeft of wind, thunder, and 
lightening, attended with an earthquake, Hed. xii.18, 
39. Exod. xix. 18. but the gofpel is a gentle voice ot 
love, grace and mercy, of peace, pardon, righteoufnels 
and falvation by Chrift ; and may alfo point at the 
order and manner of the Lord’s dealings with the 
fouls of men, who ufually by the law breaks the 
rocky hearts of men in pieces, fhakes their con- 
{ciences, and fills their minds with a fenfe of fiery 
wrath and indignation they deferve, and then fpeaks 
comfortably to them, fpeaks peace and pardon 
thro’ the miniftration of the gofpel by his fpirit ; 
blefled are the people that hear this ftill, {mall, gentle 
voice, the joyful found, P/- Ixxxix. 15. 

y¥. 13. And it was fo, when Elijah heard it, that 
be wrapped bis face in his mantle, &c.} Through 
reverence of the divine majefty he perceived was 
there, and through fhame and confufion under a 
fenfe of his impurity, imperfections and unwor- 
thinefs, as the feraphim in Jf vi. 2, 3..and as Mo/es, 
Exod. iii. 6. and went out and ftood in the entering 
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was the fame as if it was done by himielf, unlefS 
he was twice anointed, fee 2 Kings ix. 1—3. and 
Elifoa the fon of Shaphat of Abel-mebolab fhalt thou 
anoint to be prophet in thy room ;, which was in the 
half-tribe of Manaffeh, on this fide Fordan; fee the 
note on Fudg. vii. 22. 

¥.17. And it foall come to pafs, that him that 
efeapeth the fword of Hazael, foall Febu flay, &c.| 
Which fuggefts that many fhould be flain in J/rael 
by them both, as were by Hazael, 2 Kings x. 32, 
33. and by Febu, 2 Kings ix. 24,°33. and x. 1—7, 
and him that efcapeth from the fword of Febu, foall 
Elifoa flay; which may be underftood either lite- 
rally of the 42 children curfed by him, in confe- 
quence of which they were deftroyed by bears, 
2 Kings ii. 24. or rather figuratively by his pro- 
phecies, fee Hof: vi. 5. who foretold the flaughters 
made by Hazael and Febu, as well as others, fee 
2 Kings viii. 12. and ix. 7, 8. thefe feveral things 
were not done in the order in which they are here 
put; for what Elia did was .before Hazael and 
Jehu, and Febu before Hazael; thefe words there- 
fore don’t refpect the exact order of time, in which 
they fhould be done, only that each fhould do the 


in of the cave; he attempted to come forth out of | part appointed and affigned unto him, and what 


the cave upon the divine order, ¥. 11. but was 
ftopped by the terrible appearances of the wind, 
earthquake and fire, a little within it; but now 
he came quite out, and ftood at the mouth of it, 
to hear what the Lord would fay unto him: aad 
behold, there came a@ voice unto him, and faid, what 
doft thou here, Elijah? the fame queftion is here 
put as in ¥. g. though there by an angel, here by 
the Lord himfelf. 

y. 14..And he faid, &c.] Elijah, in anfwer to 
the queftion put, and he fays the fame as before: 
I have been very jealous, &c.’ which the queftion 
was defigned to draw from him, in order to give 
him fome inftructions and directions; which would 
fuggeft to him, that though he fhould not deal fe- 
verely with J/rae/, nor with Ahab and his houfe, 
yet he would hereafter by the kings he fhould 
anoint over Syria and J/rael, and by the prophet he 
fhould anoint in his room, as initruments of his 
vengeance. 

¥.15. And the Lord faid unto bim, go, return on 
thy way. to the wilderne/s of Damafcus, 8cc.] \ He is 
bid to go back the way he came through the wil- 
dernefs of Arabia, which was part of his way to 
‘Damajcus, rear to which was another wildernefs, 
which took its name from thence ; ‘though For- 
tunatus Scacchus* thinks no other is meant by this 
phrafe, than returning to his former courfe and 
cuftom of preaching the law of God, and reclaim- 
ing men from the error of their ways: and when 
thou comeft, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria; 
it is no where related that E/jah did go to Damaj- 
cus, and anoint Hazael, though it may be he did; 
however he acquainted E/ij/ha with it, and he de- 
clared it to Hazael, that he fhould be king of Syria, 
and which perhaps is all that is meant by anoint- 
ing; that is, that he fhould be made king, and 
which was declared by both thefe prophets, fee 
_2 Kings viii. 13. 

y. 16. And Febu the fon of Nimfbi fhalt thou 
anoint to be king over Iirael, &c.] ‘This was a fon 
of Fehofbaphat, and a grandion of Nim/bi ; nor does 
he appear to have been anointed by Elijah, but by 


could not be fo well done by the other; thus Ha- 
zael was to deftroy thofe that came out to war; and 
Jebu, Abab’s family that did not; and Elifba the 
children of idolatrous parents at Befbel, that came 
not within the reach of either; though it may be 
obferved, that Hazael began to diftreiS J/rael be- 
| fore Jebu appeared, 2 Kings viii. 28, 29. and the 
prophecies of E/i/ba might not have their full ac- 
complifhment, until after Hazaeland febu had done 
what was appointed for them. o 
¥.18.Yet I have left me 7000 in Yrael, &e.| From 
perifhing by the {word of either of them: ail she 
knees which have not bowed to Baal; that is, had not 
worfhipped him, which was fignified by this gefture : 
and every mouth which bath not kiffed him, either 
the image of Baal itfelf, or the hand, in reverence 
of him ; which rites, one or other, or both, were 
ufed by his worfhippers; fee the note on Hof. xiii. 
2. This either refers, as fome think, to the pre- 
fent time, and fo is an anfwer to E/jab, who 
thought he was the only worfhipper left, with 
which feems to agree Rom. xi. 2—4. of to the 
times to come, when deftruction fhould be made 
by the above perfons, and when God would have 
fome faithful worfhippers, and would take care of 
them ; fo fome render the words, J call referve, &c.* 
¥. 19. So be departed thence, &c.] From mount 
Horeb, and came to Abel-mebolab, which Bunting 
computes * at 156 miles: and found Elifoa the fon 
of Shaphat, who was plowing with 12 yoke of oxen 
before him, and he with the 12th, which may be 
underftood either of 12 couple of oxen drawing 
one plough ; which was a large number, but will 
not feem ftrange when it is obferved, that Abel- 
mebolah, where Elifea was plowing, lay in the vale 
of Jordan, which was-a clayey, fff ground, and — 
required fuch a number of oxen to plow it up, efpe-_ 
cially at the firft tilling of it, as this might be*; 
compare x Kings iv. 12. with ch. vii. 46. A late 
traveller obferves, that at Damegraed in upper — 
Egypt on the Nile, fix oxen yoked to plow had a 
great deal of difficulty to turn up the ground; or — 
elfe, as the Fewi/h writers generally underftand “it, 


Elifoa ; and being done by his order and direétion, | there were 12 ploughs, and a yoke of oxen to each, 


2 
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and a ploughman to attend every one, and Elijba 
attended the 12th; or was with one of the twelve, 
as the Targum, and might have the overfight of 
them all; Kimchi thinks, and fo Abarbinel after 
him, that this fignifed that he fhould be leader of 
the 12 tribes of J/racl: aud Elijah paffed by bim, 
and caft bis mantle upon him, the fkirts of it. 

¥. 20. And he left the oxen, and ran after Eli- 
jab, &c.] His heart being touched by the Lord 
at the fame time, and his mind enlightened to un- 
derftand what was meant by that a¢ction : and faid, 
let me, 1 pray thee, kifs my father and my mother ; 
take his leave of them in this way, which was what 
was ufed by friends at parting, fee Ruth i. 9, 14. 
end then I will follow thee; which he underftoud was 
meant by his cafting his mantle over him: and he 
faid unto him, go back again, to his plough ; for 
what have I done to thee? he had only caft the 
fkirts of his mantle over him, and had faid no- 
thing to him ; this he faid to try him, and get out 
of him what was in his heart, and how it had been 
touched by the Spirit of God; and if fo, then he 
fuggefts it was not what he had done, but what 


CHA 


2 big, 1S chapter relates the fiege of Samaria by 
the king of Syria, and his infolent demand 
of Abab’s wives, children and riches, y. 1—12. 
the fally made out upon him, at the direction of 
the prophet, and the rout made of the Syrian army, 
y. 13—21. the return of the Syrian army the next 
year, when there was a pitched battle between them 
andJ/rael, in which the former were entirely defeated, 
¥. 22—30. the peace 44ad made with the-king of 
Syria, ¥. 31—34. and the reproof one of the fons 
of the prophets gave him for it, which made him 


very unealy, ¥. 35—43. 


* 

¥. 1. And Benhadad the king of Syria gathered 
all bis boft together, &c.] This was Benhadad the 
fecond, the fon of that Benhadad, to whom A/a 
fent to help him againft Baafha, ch. xv. 18. and 
there were 32 kings with him, thefe were heads. of 
families, fo called, and at moit governors of cities 
under Benhadad ; petty princes, fuch as were in the 
land of Caanan in Fofbua’s time: and horfes and 
chariots; how many is not faid: and he went up 
and befieged Samaria, and warred againft it; he 
went up with fuch an intent, but had not as yet 
done it in form ; what moved him to it cannot be 
faid precifely, whether an ambitious view of en- 
larging his dominions, or becaufe the king of J/rael 
paid not the tribute his father had impofed upon 
him, fee ¥. 34. however, fo it was through the 
providence of God, as a fcourge to Abad tor his 
impiety. 

¥.2. And he fent meffengers to Abab king of If- 
rvael, into the city, &c.| Who there remained, and 
attempted not to go forth and meet him, and ftop 
his progrefs, though he muft have paffed great 

art of his dominions to come to Samaria: and 
faid unto him, thus foith Benbadad ; by them, his 
meflengers, as follows. 

¥. 3. Thy filver and thy gold is mine, &c.} Not 
of right, but reckoning it as good as in his hands, 


Abab not being able to refift him: and thy wives 
alfa; forit feems he had more thanJezebel: and thy 


children ; which were many, for he had no lefs than 


70 fons, 2Kings x.1. even the goodlicft are mine; fome 
aggravate this, as if his view was, to commit the 
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the Lord had imprefféd upon him, that would 
oblige him to return, and follow him, after he had 
taken his leave of his parents. 

¥.2t. dud be returned back from him, &c.] To 
his father’s houfe, and took his leave, and then 
came back into the field, perhaps with others.accom- 
panying hirn: aud took a yoke of oxen and flew them, 
and boiled their fiefo with the inftruments of the oxen ; 
their yokes, and the plough, with an addition of 
other things fufficient to boil them : and gave unto 
the people, and they did eat; the ploughmen and 
others that came together on this occafion ; he made 
a feaft for them, to exprefs his joy at being called 
to fuch fervice he was: then he arofe and went after 
Elijah; \eft his worldly employment, the riches he 
was heir to, his parents, and his friends, and follow- 
edthe prophet : and minifired unto him; became his 
fervant, whereby he attained to great knowledge ~ 
and underftanding of divine things, and was train- 
ed up to the prophetic office, which he was invetft- 
ed with upon the removal of Elijah; fee, Matt. viii. 
21, 22. and xix. 27. 


P. XX: 


unnatural fin with his male-children, when in his 
poffeffion. . 

y. 4. And the king of Ifrael anfwered and faid, my 
lord, O king ,&c. | So he faid toBenbadad’s mefiengers, 
reprefenting him, as acknowledging his fovereignty 
over him: according to thy faying, I am thine, and 
all that I have, which he underftood of holding 
all that he had of him, by giving him homage, 
and paying him tribute; not that he was to deliver 
all his fubftance, and efpecially his wives and chil- 
dren, into his hands. 

¥. 5. And the meffengers came again, &c.] From 
Benhadad: and faid, Thus fpeaketh Benhadad, fay- 
ing, Although I have fent unto thee, Saying 5 at the 
firft meflage: Thou fhalt deliver me thy filver, and 
thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children; into his 
pofieffion, and not as. 4hab underftood it, that he 
fhould be his vaffal, and pay a yearly tribute for 
his quiet enjoyment of them; yet even this He 
would not now abide by, growing ftill more haughty 
upon the mean fubmiffion of 4bad, as by what 
follows. 

¥. 6.. Yet [will fend my fervants unto thee to- 
morrow about this time, &c.] He gave him 24 
hours to cohfider of it: and they fhall fearch thine 
houfe, and the boujes of thy fervants; the. royal 
palace, and the houfes of the noblemen, and even 
of every of his fubjects in Samaria: and it fall 
be, that whatfoever is pleafant (or defirable) in 
thine eyes, they foall put it in their. hand, and take it 
away, not be content with what thould be given, 
but fearch for more; and if any thing in particu- 
lar was more defirable to the poffeffor than any 
thing elfe, that fhould be fure to be taken away ;' 
which was vattly infolent and aggravating. 

¥. 7. Then the king of Ijracl calledall the elders 
of the land, &c.] His poor freaking fpirit was a 
little aroufed with the laft meflage, and therefore 
called a council of the elders of the people upon it, 
which was a piece of wildom in him: and faid, 
Mark, I pray you, and fee how this man feeketh 
mifchief ; nothing lefs than the entire ruin of the 
nation : for he fent unto me for my wives, and for 
my children, and for my filver, and for my gold, and 
I denied bim not; in the fenfe he underftood him, 

which 
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which was, 
tary to him, for the fake of holding thele, which 
yet was very mean, but he wanted to have thefe in 
hand, and not them only, but the pillaging of all 
his fubjeéts. . beng 
¥. 8. And all the elders, and all the people foid 
unto him, &cc.} They were unanimous in their 
advice: Hearken net unto him, zor confent, pro- 
mifing, no doubt, that they would ftand by him. 
"yg. Wherefore he fent unto the meffengers of Ben- 
badad, &c.] Upon the advice the elders hd given 
him, and encouraged thereby, though in a poor 
fneaking manner after all: Yell my lord the king, 
All that thou didft fend for to thy fervant.at the firft, 
1 will do; owning him as his Lord, and himfelf as 
his fervant, and promifing to grant his firft de- 
mand, though fo infolent, in the fenfe he under- 
ftoad him, of paying tribute to him for it: Sut this 
thing I may not do, to have not only all put into 
his hands, but his and his fervants houfes to be 
fearched and pillaged, becaufe the elders of his peo- 
ple would not agree; and yet he feems to fpeak as 
it he himfelf would have fubmitted to it, but was 
reftrained by his council: and the meffengers de- 
parted, and brought him word again; reported to 
Benhadad the anfwer they received from Ahab. 

v.10. And Benhadad fent unto him, and faid, 
&c.]. That is, to dbab: The gods do fo unto me, 
and more alfo’; bring greater evils upon me than | 
can think of or exprefs: if the dufi of Samaria foall 
fuffice for handfuls for all the people that follow me; 
fienifying that he’‘made no doubtof it, of reducing 
it to duft by the numbers of men he fhould bring 
with him, which would be fo many, that if each 
was to take an handful of duft of the ruins of Sa. 
maria, there would not, be enough for them all ; 
which was an hectoring and hyperbolical fpeech, 
uttered in his wrath and fury. 

y. 11. And the king of Ijrael anfwered and faid, 
&cc.] Very mildly and very wifely: Tel him, 
Let not him that girdeth on his harnefs, boaft him- 
Jeif, as he that putteth it off; that is, he that pre- 
pares for the battle as he that has got the victory ; 
the fenfe is, let no man triumph before the battle 
is over and the victory won ; the events of war are 
‘uncertain, the battle is not always to the ftrong. 

y.12. And it came to pafs when Benhadad beard 
this meffage (as he was-drinking, he and the kings in 
the pavilions) &c.] Though it was at noon, or 
before, ¥. 16. which fhews that he and they were 
addiéted to intemperance; that he faid unio bis fer- 
vants ; fome of the principal officers of his army: 
Set yourfelves in array; prepare for battle, betake 
yourfelves to your arms, inveft the city at once, 
and place the engines againit it to batter it down : 
and they fet themielves in array againft the city, be= 
fieged it in form, at leaft prepared for it; for it 
feems after all that it was not properly done. 

y. 13. And behold, there came a prophet unto 
Abab king of Ifrael, &c.] — Suppofed by the Fewih 
writers to be Micaiah the fon of Imlab, ch. xxii. 9. 
one of thofe perhaps that Obadiah hid in the cave, 
and now is fent out publicly on an errand to Abad: 
faying, Thus faith the Lord, Haft thou feen all this 
great multitude? confidered what a vaft number 
Benhadad’s army confifted of : behold, I will deliver 
it into thine hand this day, as great as itis: and 
thou foalt know that lam the Lord, and not Baal, 
who can fave by few as well as by many, and from 
a great multitude. . 

¥. 14. And Ahab faid, By whom? &c'] Know- 
ing he had no army with him ‘fufficient to go out 


with againft the Syrian army: aud be faid, Thus ee O00 With Oo S48 ies 
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that he was to be a vaffal, and tribu- |/2ith the Lord, Even by the young men of the princes 


|kept as hoftages, that their fathers might 


‘come out for war, take them alive; he ma 


‘might take his meafures accortaey 


of. tbe princi ae 
of the provinces; either fuch, as Kimedi thinks, 

who were brought up with him; or, as others, 
the fons of governors of provinces, who 


rebel ; neither of which is likely: but rather the 
fervants of fuch princes who. waited on them, am 
lived délicately and at eafe, and were’ not traine 
up to milicary exercifes, even by thefe  fhoul 
vidtory be obtained: then be faid, bY bo foal 
the battle? begin the attack, we or they? of Who 
fhall conduét it, or be the general of the army, go _ 
before ir, and lead them on? Abad might think, — 
being an idolater, that the Lord would not make 
ufe of him, or otherwife who could be thoughtof 
but himfelf? end be anfwéred, Then; thon mult — 
be the commander, go torzh with tiearmy, and 
make the attack upon the enemy. 4 
¥. 15. Thex be numbred the young: men of the 
princes of the provinces, and they were 232, &e} 
A very {mall number to go forth againtt fo great 
an army as the hoft of the Syriaws, and thefe raw 
unexperienced young men: and after them be num= 
bred all the people, even all the children of Irael, 
being 7coo: which could never be the number of 
all the people in the land; nor even in the city of 
Samaria, who were able to bear arms; but it muft ~ 
mean fuch who were willing to go cut to war on 
this occafion: and the number being juft the fame} 
as of thofe that bowed not the knee to Baal, has. 
led the Yewi/o commentators tu conclude, that thefe 
were the men that were numbered for war; but it 
is not likely that they were all in Samaria, or that- 
none but thofe would go to war, though it muft be 
owned the number is remarkable. at a 
y. 16. And they went out at noon, Sc.) From 
Samaria, the 232 young men, and'the 7000 Jf 
raclites, openly, with great fpirit and courage, — 
fearlefs and undaunted $ but it is not faid that Abad 
went out at the head.of them; it feems as if he did 
not, by what is faid, ¥. 21. dut Benba was 
drinking bhimfelf drunk in the pavilions (or boorks, 
or tents) he, and the kings, the 32 kings that belped 
him, who either were his fubjeéts, or his tribuia- 
ries, -or confederates; being fecure, ‘and. havin; 
nothing to fear from Abad, he and they gave them- 
felves up to caroufing and drinking, evén at noon, 
and fo deftruction came upon them unawares, ds 
on Belfhazzar. a. 
y.17. And the young men of the princes of the — 
provinces went out firft, &c.] Krom Samaria, be- 
fore the 7000 did: and Beubadad fent out; of his 
pavilion, a meffenger or meffengers to his centinels, 
to know what news, and how matters ftood, whe- 
ther Abab had fent any meflage, fignifying his 
compliance with his terms: and they told dim, fay- 
ing, There are men come out of Samaria, but Wp 
what account they could not fay. ee a 
¥.18, And he faid, Whether they be come out for 
peace, &c.) To propofe terms of peace: take 
them alive, make them prifoners, which was con-_ 
trary to the laws of nations: or whelber the 


doubt of their being eafily taken ; but h wi 
not have them be put to death, that he might | 
mine them, and know the ftate of thi ) 
maria, and what Abab intended bi ; 
provinces came out of the city,’ &e.) 
fore oblerved, and marched forware 
Syrian camp: and the army awhich j 


y¥. 19. So thefe young ‘men of tb 
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¥. 20. And they flew every one bis man, ec.) we foall be fironger than they; and prevail over 
The Syrian army, or at leaft a body -, men de-|them, and conquer them. - 
tached from them, met them, oppofed them, and| y. 24. Aid do this thing, &¢.]~ Alfo, take this” 
fought them, and they flew of them 7232°men ;/|farther piece of advice: Take rhe tings away, every 
as many as they themielves were: and the Syrians\man out-of bis place, for being brought up deli- 
fled ; not expecting fuch a rebuff: and Ijrael pur-jcately, they were not inured to’war, nor expert in 
(ued them; to make fome farther advantage of their|the art of it; and being addicted to pleafare, gave 
victory: and Benhadad the king of Syria efcaped on\themfelves to that, and drew the king into it, 
an hore, with the horfemen ; with two couple of|which they obferved was the cafe before; though 
horfemen, as the Targum, with thefe to guard|they did not care to mention it; and if they were 
him he galloped away as faft as he could for his|tributaries of allies, they would nor fight as men 
life. do for their own country: and put captains in their 
y. 21. And the king of Ifrael went out, &c.] Of|rooms; of his own people, men of {kill and cou- 
Samaria ; when he faw the Syrians fleeing, and his}rage, and who would fight both for their own ho- 
army purfuing, he went forth, perhaps, with more|nour, and for the good of their country. | 
forces, who were now willing to join with him 3] y¥. 25. 4nd number thee an army like the army 
Fofephus ‘ fays, dbab had another army within the|that thou haft lof, &c.] Raife an army of an 
walls: and fmote she borfes and chariots; that is,}equal number, which they fuppofed he was able to 
the men that rode on hories, and in chariots, the}do: orfe for borfe, and chariot for chariot; as 
Syrian cavalry: and flew the Syrians with a great\many horfes and chariots as he had before : and we 
flaughter ; how many were flain is not faid; but|w#ll fight againft them in the plain; where they 
the Fewi/d hiftorian * fays, they plundered the camp,|could make ufe of their horfes and chariots to 
in which were much riches, and great plenty of|greater advantage than on hills and mountains, fee 
gold and filver, and took their chariots and horfes, | 'fudg.i. 19. and furely we fhall be ftronger than they ; 
and returned to the city of Samaria. and beat them: aud he bhearkened unto their ‘voice, 
y¥. 22. And the prophet came to the king of Ifrael,\and did fo; took their counfel, and prepared an 
&c.} The fame that came to him before: and faid\army, and placed captains in it inftead of kings. 
unto him, Go, firengthen thyfelf; exhorted him to] y. 26. And it came to pafs at the return of the 
fortify his cities, efpecially Samaria, and increafe|year, &c.] In the fpring, or autumn, as fome 
his army, that he might be able to oppole the king|think, fee the note on 2 Sam. xi. 4s that Benhadad 
of Syria: and mark, and fee what thou doef, ob-\numbred the Syrians, took a mufter of hissatmy, 
ferve his moral and religious actions, and take heed|to fee if he had got the number he had before : 
that he did not offend the Lord by them, as well|and went up to.Aphek, to fight againft Ifrael; not 
as make military preparations: for at the return of\that in Judah, Fofo. xv. 53. rather that in Aer, 
the year, the king of Syria will come up againft thee ;\Fofb. xix. 30. but it feems to be that which /dri- 
about the fame time in the next year, at the fpring|chomius * places in ‘Ufachar, near to the famous 
of the year, when, kings go out to war, fee 2 Sam.|camp of E/fdraelgn, or valley of Fezreel, where it 
xis ¥. is probable the king of Syria intended to have 
y¥. 23. And the fervanis of the king of Syria faid fought the battle; and fome travellers, as he ob- 
unto him, &c.] His minifters of ftate, his privy-|ferves, fay, the ruins of that city are ftill fhewn 
counfellors : their gods are gods of the hills, there-\in that great camp or plain, not far from Gilboa, 
fore they were fironger than we, and beat them inj}to the eafteof mount Carmel, and five miles from 
the laft battle; this notion they might receive from|Zabor; according to Bunting *, it was fourteen 
what they had heard of Febovab delivering the law|miles from Samaria ; but it’ may be Aphaca near 
on mount Sinai to, Mo/es, and of the miraculous|mount Lebanon, and the river Adonis ° is meant. 
things done lately on mount Carmel, as well as of] y.27. And the children of Irael were numbred, 
their worfhip being in high places, efpecially at|and were all prefent, &c.} The fame as before : 
Ferufalem, the templé there, being built on an hill, the 232 young men of the princes of the provinces, . 
as was Samaria itfelf, near to which they had theirJand 7000 of the people, not one was miffing : and 
laft defeat ; and this notion of topical deities very| went againft them; out of Samaria, towards Apbek ; 
much obtained among the heathens in after-times, | and the children of Ifrael pitched before them like two 
fome of which they fuppofed prefided over rivers,| little flocks of kids ; being few and weak, the 232 
others over woods, and others over hills and moun-|young men in one body, and the 7000 in another : 
tains *: fo Nemeffinus the god of woods, Collinathe|but the Syrians filled the country; with their men, 
goddefs of hills, and Vallina of vallies ‘; and Ar-|their horfes, and their chariots. tee 
nobius * makes mention of the god Montinus, and| y. 28. And there came a man of God, &c.] ‘The 
Livy * of the god Peninus, who had his name from|fame as before, ¥. 13. 22. or had come” before 
a part of the. dps, fo called where he was wor-jthe little army went out to meet the Syrians ; tho’ 
fhipped; and there alfo the goddefs Penina was|he might go to d4bab when incamped, fot his en- 
worthipped ; and Laéfantius* {peaks of the gods ofjcouragement: and /pake unto the king of Ifracl, and 
the mountains the mother of Maximilian was a\faid, Thus faith the Lord, Becaufe the Syrians have 
-worfhipper of ; and even Fupiter had names from faid, The Lord is God of the bills, but he is not God 
mountains, as Olympians, Capitolinus, &c. and fuch|of the vallies ; fee the note on y. 23. therefore will 
“was the great god Paz, called mountainous Pan *:| J deliver all this great multitude into thine hand; not 
but let us fight againft them in the plain, and furely for Abab’s fake would the Lord do this, who does 
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not appear thankful to God for the former victory, 
nor to be reformed from his idolatry, and the better 
for it, but for the honour of his own name, which 
had been blafphemed by the Syrians: and ye /hall 
know that Iam the Lord; both of hills and vallies, 
the omnipotent Zehovab, the only true God. 

y¥. 29. And they pitched one over againft the other 
feven days, &c.} Very probably the Jraelites 


pitched upon an hill, and the Syrians waited ull) 


they changed their pofition, not caring to fall upon 
them, though fo very fupernumerary to them, for 
the reafon before given: and fo it was, that in the 
Seventh day the battle was joined ; or they that made 
war drew nigh, as the Yergum, and both fides en- 


the Syrians 100,000 footmen in’ one day; which was 
a prodigious flaughter to be made by fo. {mall an 
army; the hand ot the Lord was vifible in it. 
¥. 30. But the reft fied to Apbek, into the city, 
&c.] Which perhaps was in the hands of the Sy- 
rians, and was defigned for a retreat for them, 
fhould they be beaten: and there 2 wall fell upon 
27,000 of the men that were /eft; not flain in the 
battle ; here again the Lord might be feen, who, 
as Abarbinel obferves, fought from heaven, and 
either by a violent wind, or an earthquake, threw 
down the wall upon them juft as they had got un- 
der it for fhelter : and Benhadad fled, and came into 
the city into an inner chamber, or, into a chamber 
within a chamber %, for greater fecrecy. 
¥. 31. And his fervants faid. unto him, &c.] 
Being reduced to the utmoft extremity ; for if he 
attempted to go out of the city, he would fall into 
the hands of the J/raelites, and there was no fafety 
in it, the wall of it being fallen downs and it 
could not be thought: he could’ be concealed long 
in the chamber where he was, wherefore his fér- 
vants advifed as follows: Behold now, we have heard 
that the kings of the houfe of I/rael are merciful kings 
not only the beft of them, as David and Solomon, 
but even the worft of them, in comparifon of hea- 
then princes, were kind and humane to thofe that 
fell into their hands, and became their. captives : 
let us, I pray thee; {0 faid one in the name of the 
reft: put fackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our 
_ beads; and fo coming in fuch a mean and humble 
manner, and not with their armour on, they might 
the rather hope to have admittance; fo the Syra- 
cufans fent ambaffadors to Athens, in filthy gar- 
ments, with the hair of their heads -and beards 
long, and all in flovenly habits, to move their 
‘pity *: and go out to the king of Ifrael; and be 
humble fupplicants to him: peradventure he will 
fave thy life; upon a petition to him from him; to 
which the king agreed, and fent it by them: 
¥. 32. So they girded fackcloth on their loins, and 
‘put ropes on their beads, &c.| Signifying they 
came to furrender themfelves to him as his captives 
and prifoners, and he might do with them as feemed 
good to him, hang them up if he pleafed, for 
which they brought ropes with them, as a token 
that they deferved it, fee J, xx. 2; 3, 4. and came 
to the king of Ifrael, and faid, Thy fervant Benbadad 
“faith, I pray thee let me live ; he that a little while 
ago infolently demanded his wives and children, 
and filver, and gold, as his property, now is his 
humble fervant, and begs, not for his crown and 
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being wifer than him, and they aid, 
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fpare his life, who feemed to be fo glad.th ae 5 
was alive, but that he would fhew him mo 
vour, having a great affection for him as : 
ther; this was a very foolith expref a 
king in his circarnftances, with refpect toon 
had given him fo much trouble and diftrefs, a 
had behaved with fo much haughtinefs ‘an 
tempt towatds him. ae 3 

¥. 33. Now the men did diligently obferve wbetber 
any thing would come from him, Secs} Phi 
would be a good omen ‘to thein, and encourase 
them to hope for fuccefs; they ob/eryed him as di- 
ligently by his words and behaviour as‘ foothfayers 
do, when they look out for a lucky gn; for the 
word is fometimes ufed of divining *: and dit 
haftily catch it ; as foon as it was out of his mouth)" 
and laid hold on it to improve it to advantage, 
: y retier 
Benkadad;, him whom thou callett thy brother; -he 
is thy brother, and is alive; this they catched at, 
and exprefied it, to obferve whether it wasva flip 
of his tongue, and whether he fpoke it heartily, 
and would abide by it, or whether he would re- 
tract it: thea be faid, Go ye, bring him; meaning 
from the city.to the place where he was: ben Ben» 
badad came forth to him, out of his chamber, upon 
the report of his fervants; and be canfed bim to come 
up into the chariot; to fit and Converfé with him . 
there. ” eae) Sela 

¥. 34. And Benhadad aid unto bim, &e] The 
word Benbaded is not in the original text, and 
fome, as Ofander and others, have thought they 
are the words of Abad latt fpoken of ; which feems 
moft likely, who not. only took Benhadad into his 
chariot, but in his great and fuperabundant kind- 
nefs, though the conqueror, faid to him what fol- 
lows: The cities which my father toek from thy fe- 
ther, I will reftore ; that is, thofe cities which Omrt 
the father of Abad had taken from the father of 
Benbadad ,, for as Omri was a prince of might and 
valour, ch. xvi. 16, 17, 18, 27. it is more" pro- 
bable that: he took cities from the king of Syria, 
than that the king of Syria fhould take 1 AT 
him, and which ad in his circumftances weakly 
promifes to reftore: and thou foalt make fireets for 
thee in Damafcus, as my father made im Samaria, 
which confirms it that it is 4bab, ‘and not Bemba: — 
dad, that is {peaking ; for Benbadad’s father never 
had any power nor refidence in Semarta, whereas - 
Omri, the father of Abed had, he built it, and — 
made it his royal feat ; and, in like manner, Abab 
promifes Bexbadad that he fhould have ‘his'palace 
at Damafcus, the metropolis of Syria, and exercife — 
power there, and over all Sia; whereby ee 
renounced all right he had to the kingdom, ¢ 
any of the cities of it: for by /treets are not meant 
thofe literally fo called, for the making ‘of w 
there was no reafon; nor markets totake atoll fro 
as fome,’fuppofing them to be the words of, 
hadad, nor courts of judicature, to obliget 
pay it who refufed it, as others; nor for 
keep them in awe; buta royal palace,’ as: 
critic * has obferved, for Benhadad to Te: 
this 4bab gave him power ‘to ereét, and < 
and°1 will fend thee away with this cover 
promife now made: /o he made a et : 
confirmed the above promifes <a) 


kingdom, but for his life: and be Jaid, Is he yet| free, to snot, ise et n 
alive ? he is my brothers which was intimating. at} folly. and weal nels Abab is. re 


once, that not only they might expect he would}y.422" 8 
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¥. 35. And a certain man of the fons of the pro- |with David: and behold, a man turned afide ; a ape 
phets, &c.) Which the Fews take to be Micaiah, | rior officet in the army : and brought a man unto 
and fo Fofepbus *, which is probable; thé fame} me; he had made a prifoner of : and faid, keep this 
that had been with Abad more than once; and}man ;-don’t let him efcape: if by any means be be 
whoever he was, it is not unlikely that he was the| miffing, then hall thy life be for his life, or elfe thou’ 


fame, fince 4/ab knew him when his difguite was |/halt pay a talent of filver ; if he let him go wil- 


off, v.41. faid unto his neighbour in the word of the 
Lord, Smite me, I pray thee; told his neighbour, 
that by the command of God he was ordered to bid 
him fmite him, fo as to wound him: and the man 
refused to {mite him being his neighbour, and per- 
haps a fellow-prophet, and having an affection for 
him. 


lingly, or by any means he fhould get out of his 
hands, then he fhould either die for it, or be fined 
a talent of filver; which of our money is 375 
pounds ; and to this it feems he agreed. 

¥. 49. And as thy fervant was bufy bere and there,’ 
he was gone, &c.] Employed in one thing or an- 
other relative to the battle, his prifoner committed 


¥. 36. Then faid he unto him, Becaufe thou haft\to his care made his efcape: and the king of Irael 


not obeyed the voice of the Lord, &c.} 


In not fmit- |/aid unto him, fo thall thy judgment be, thyfelf haf 


ing him; which, if he was a prophet, he mutt] decided it; the fentence was plain and open againft 


know how great anevil it was to difreeard or difo- 
bey what was faid by a Berne in his name ; he 
muft be inexcufable : “bebold, as foon as thou art de- 


“parted from me, a lion foall flay thee. And as foon 


him, that either he muft die, or pay the money, 
for he*himfelf had agreed to it. 

y¥.41. And be hafted, and took away the afbes 
from his face, &c.| Took off the linen cloth from 


as he was departed from bim, a lion found him, and\his eyes, unvailed or unmefked himfelf: and the 


flew him; which may feem fevere, yet being an act 
of difobedience to the command of God, by a pro- 
phet of his, was punifhable with death. 

¥. 37. Then he found, another man, and faid, 
Smite me, I pray thee, &c.] This is not faid to be 
his neighbour, nor one of the fons of the prophets, 
bura ruftic man, and fo ftuck not to take him at 
his word: and the man /mote him, fo that in {miting 
he wounded him; in his face; made fome incifion 
in his flefh, broke the fkin, and fetched blood of 
him; perhaps fomewhere about his eyes,.by what 
follows: this he got done to him, that he might 
look like a wounded foldier, and thereby get the 
more eafily to the fpeech of Abad. ; 

¥. 38. So the prophet departed, and waited fo 
the king by thé*way, &c.| As he went from Apbek, 
the place where the battle had been fought, to Sz- 
maria his royal feat: and difguifed bimfelf with 
ajfhes upon bis face; the Targum is, he covered his 
eyes with a vail, or piece of cloth, which he wrap- 
ped about his head, as men do when they have 
got a wound or bruife in fuch a part, which feems 
very probable ; for had he befmeared his face with 
afhes, clay or duft, or any fuch thing, he could 
not fo eafily have got it off, as in y. 4r. 

¥. 39. And as the king paffed by, he cried unto 
the king, &c.] With aloud voice, fignifying he 
had fomething to fay unto him, at which he ftop- 
ped: and be faid, thy fervant went out into the 
midft of the battle, this was not real but fictitious, 
an apologue, fable, or parable, by which he would 
reprefent to Abad his own cafe, and bring him un- 
der conviction of his folly, juft as Nathan dealt 


king of lfrael difcerned him that be was of the pro- 
pbets; he knew him again, having feen him once 
or twice before ; otherwife there could be nothing 
in his face that could difcover him to be a prophet, 
rather he was to be known byhis habit. : 

¥. 42. And he faid unto him, thus faith the Lord, 
&c.] He fpake not his own fenfe, and in his own 
words, but in the name of the Lord, for which 
he had authority, that it might have the greater 
weight with hab: becaufe thou haft let go out of 
thy band, a man whom I appointed to utter defiruc- 
tion, meaning Benhadad, or the man of my ana- 
thema or curfe”; curfed of God for his blafphemy 
of him, and devoted by him to ruin on that ac- 
count; or of my net*, being by his providence 
brought into a net or noofe at Apbek, out of which 
he could not have efcaped, had not 4bad let him 
go: therefore thy life foall go for bis hfe; as it 
fhortly did, and that by the hand of a Syrian fol- 
dier, ch. xxii. 34, 35. and thy people for his peo# 
ple; which was fulfilled by Hazael king of Syria, 
the fins of //rael rendering ‘them deferving of the 
calamities they endured by his means, fee 2 Kings 
viii, 12. and x. 32. 

¥.43. And the king of Ifrael went to bis houfe 
heavy and difpleafed, &c.| With the prophet, for 
what he had faid, and with himfelf for what he 
had done in letting Benbadad go ; the Targum is, 
he was ‘ troubled and grieved,” not fo much for 
the fin he had committed, as for the punifhment 
of it on him and his people: and came to Samaria; 
with a heavy heart, tor the meflage of the prophet 
had fpoiled the joy of his victory. : 


CHAP. XXI. 


'N this chapter we have an account of Ahab’s 
defign to have Naboth’s vineyard, for which he 
_ offered him another, or the value of that, but Na- 


both refufing to part with it, Abad fell fick, y. 


3—4. the reafon of which being found out by 
Fezebel, fhe devifed means to get Naboth put to 
death under the colour of juftice for blafphe- 
my, ¥.5—14. and then bid 4had go and take 

ffeffion of the vineyard, where he was met by 
Elijah, who denounced the judgments of God 
upon him, and Zezedel, and all his family, for his 


& Antiqd. 1.9. ¢. 14. §. 5. 
fome in Vatablus. P ath 
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injuttice, ¥. 15—26. but he humbling himfelf, 
the evil threatened was deferred to the days of his 
fon, ¥. 27—29. 


y. 1. And it came to pafs after thefe things, 
&c.] After the two battles with the king of Syria, 
in which Ahad was viClorious, and after he had let 
Benbadad, a blafphemer, and injurious to him, go 
free: that Naboth the ‘Fezreclite had a vineyards 
which was in Fezreel , of which place fee the note 
on Hof i. 5. or who was in Fezreel, that is 7 

. oth, 


* Virretis mei; fo 
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¥. 6. And he faid, becaufe I fpake unto Naboth 
the Fexreelite, and faid unto him, give me thy vine- 
yard for money, 8ec.} Sell ic him at his own pr 
or elfe if it pleafe thee; if he liked it ber 
will give thee another vineyard for its as) go 
better ; and he anfwered, 1 will not give thee my vine- 
yard ; he reprefents this anfwer as furly and ill-nz 
red, and as the effect of obftinacy, concealing the 
reafon Nadoth alledged for his denial. = >) — 
y¥. 7. And Fexebel his wife faid unto. 
‘thou now govern the kingdom of Ijrael? 8ec.) > Art 
thou not king of //rae/? canft thou not do as thou 
pleafeft ? haft thou not power to oblige a fubjeé 
to obey thy commands, and efpecially in) fuch a 
trifling matter as parting with a vineyard, and that 
upon the moft reafonable terms? thou haft too © 
much demeaned thy(felf as a king; thou oughteit 
to have exerted thy kingly power and authority, 
and demanded it from him ; the Targum is, ** thou 
now fhalt profper in thy kingdom over Jrae;”> 
thy reign now is profperous, and like to. continue 
fo, having obtained two {uch victories overthine , 
enemies, and therefore fhould not be dejeéted with 
fuch a trifling thing as this : arife, and eat bread, 
and let thine beart ie merry; the kingdom being in 
fuch a flourifhing ftate ; and let not this affair give 
thee any trouble or uneafinefs ; I’ll take,care of that, 
leave it with me: 1 will give thee the vimeyard of 
Naboth the Fexreelite; without paying any money, 
or giving another vineyard in exchange for it. 
¥.8. So foe wrote letters in Abab’s name, and 
Sealed them with bis feal, &c.] He giving her leave 
no doubt to take his feal; though fhe might not 
communicate her {fcheme to him, left the *fhould 
object to it: and fent the letters unto the elders, and 
to the nobles that were in bis citys dwelling with 
Naboth ; to the chief magiftrates #of the city of 
Jezreel, where Naboth dwelt.. iy Ry een 
¥.9. And fhe wrote in the letters, faying, pro- 
claim a faft, &c.| Pretending fears of fome dread- 
ful calamity coming upon the nation,. and there- 
fore fafting and humiliation were neceflary to avert 
it, and it would be right to: enquire what crime 
were committed by m*n among them, and punifh 
them for them; and intimated to them, that Na- 
both fhould be pitched upon as the great. offender, 
and be accufed, condemned, and put to death. 
R. Fofeph Kimchi * thinks, the phrafe fignifies, caf 
an affembly or congregation, convene’a court Of ju-. ~ 
dicature, from the ufe of the word in the Yahmudic 
language’; and fo it is thought it is ufed im Fer) 
xxxvi, 6. and indeed it can hardly be thought that 
Jezebel fhould have much notion of fafting; and ~ 
befides, if it was a public faft, why fhould it be 
with contempt, and taxing him with imprudence| proclaimed only in Fezree/, and not throughout the” 
at leaft, if not with injuftice, or both : and he laid| kingdom? and fet Noboth on high among thewpeo- 
him down upon bis bed or couch, which might be| pe; the court being fet, bring him to the bar and 
not in his bed-chamber, but in one of his halls, arraign him ; perhaps in their courts of judicature — 
where his courtiers were: and turned away his face ;\ there was a high place above the heads of th 
to the wall; not chufing to have converfation with| pley where criminals accufed ufed to: fia 
any of his nobles: and would eat no bread; the] they took their trials, that they might be 
vexation’ took away his ftomach, and he became} heard by all in court. ‘ ‘ov ty 
melancholy, at Jeaft fullen. ¥.10. And fet two men fons of Belial t 
—¥.5. But Fexebel his wife came unto him, and| to bear witne/s azainft him, &c.) Worthlefs 
faid, why is thy fpirit fo Jad, that thou eateft no|that have caft off the yoke of the law, as 
bread?\ She perceived he was low fpirited, and| fignifies, lawlefs, abandoned creatures, th 
fuppofed he had met with fomething that had ruf-| no confcience of any thing; kmights of the 
fled him, and made him fo pneafy that he could| we call them, that will fwear any, thin: 
not eat his food ; and fhe defired to know what it| were to be fet before Naboth, right a 


both, for the vineyard was in Samaria, ¥.18. bard 
by the palace of Abab king of Samaria, that being 
the metropolis of the kingdom of J/rae/, is put 
for it, who befides his palace in Samaria, had an- 
other in Yezreel, which, according to Bunting’, 
were 16 miles diftant from each other. 

y¥.2. And Abab fpake unto Naboth, faying, give 
me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden 
of berbs, &c.] For a kitchen-garden to produce 
eatables of the vegetable kind for his houfhold, 
or for a flower-garden; and perhaps for both, as 
Kimchi obferves, it being cuftomary to have fuch 
in court-yards, or behind the houfe ,; perhaps he 
might take his notion of a herb-garden from his 
neighbours the Syriazs, who were very diligent and 
‘ Jaborious in cultivating their gardens, as Pliny’; 
hence multa Syrorum olera, the many herbs of the 
Syrians became a proverb with the Greeks: becau/e 
it is near unto mine houfe; lay very convenient for 
him: aad I will give thee for it a better vineyar 
than it, or if it feemeth good unto thee, Iwill give 
thee the worth of it in money; which feems very 
well fpoken, that he would either give him a bet- 
ter in exchange, or purchafe it at its full value; he 
did not pretend to take it by ufurpation, by force, 
againft his will, as it was reprefented by Samuel 
kings would do, 1 Sam, viii. 14. as yet fuch op- 
preffion and tyranny was not exercifed. 

¥. 3. And Naboth faid to Abab, the Lord forbid 
it me, that I foould give the inheritance of my fathers 
unto thee.| The inheritances of families were not 
to be alienated to another family,.or tribe, nor even 
to be fold, unlefs in extreme poverty, and then to 
return at the year of jubilee, Lev. xxv. 23, 28. 
Now Naboth was a man in good circumftances. 
and under no neceffity of felling his vineyard; and 
if he fold it, he might reafonably conclude, it be- 
coming a part of the royal demefnes, would never 
revert to his family ; and therefore both out of re- 
gard to the law of God, and the good of his fa- 
mily, would not part with it at any rate: this fhews 
that he was a con{fcientious man, and therefore is 
thought to be one of thofe that would not bow his 
knee to Baal, and againft whom Ahab had a grudge, 
ahd fought an opportunity againft him. 

¥. 4. And Ahab came into his houfe heavy and 
difpleafed, &c.| Juft in the fame humour he was 
after the prophet had delivered his meffage to him, 
ch..xx. 43. where the fame words are ufed as here: 
Lecaufe of the word which Naboth the Fezreelite had 
Spoken to him, for be had faid, I will not give thee 
the inberitance of my fathers; neither by way of 
exchange, nor of purchafe ; and fuch a denial he 
could hot bear, fince it looked like treating him 
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was, that fhe might relieve him if pofMible. jconfront him, and accufe him to his. face, » d 
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charge him with crimes next mentioned: faying, {cially that the news of this man’s death would be 
thou didft blafpheme God and the king ; and fo was aceeptable to her, and the more if he was of the 
guilty of death for the former, if not’ for both, and} 7000 that would not bow the knee to Bagi.” 
ef confitcation of eftate for the latter, which was} y. 15. And it came to pals when Jezebel heard 
the thing aimed at; and Yezebe/ was willing to| that Naboth was foned, and was dead, that Fezebel 
make fure work of it, and’ therefore would have|/aid to Abab, &c,] To whom the ‘communicated 
him accufed of both: aud then carry him out, and|the news as foon as poflible: arife, take poffeffion 
Stone him, that be dies immediately, without re-|of the vineyard of Naboth the Fezreelite, which be 
quiring the witneffes to give proof of their charge, refufed to give thee for money, for Naboth is not 
and without giving Nadoth leave to anfwer for |alive, but dead; fome think that Naboth was a near 
himfelf. relation to Ahab, his father’s brother’s fon®; which 

Wy. 11, And the men of the city, even the elders|they endeavour to fupport from his eftate lying 
and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his city,|next to Abad’s, and from his being ordered to be 
did as Fexebel had fent unto them, &c.] That Fe-|fer in an high place among the people ; and Fo/e- 
zebel fhould contrive fo execrable a fcheme, and|phus, as before obferved, fays he was of illuftrious 
that there fhould be fuch fons of Belial among the|defcent ; and fo Ahad upon his death, his fons be- 
common people, to {wear to fuch falfhoods, ‘need|ing alfo put to death with him, was next heir to 
not feem ftrange ; byt that the elders and nobles|his eftate ; and therefore Fezebel bid him enter on 
of the city, the chief magiftrates thereof, fhould|the pofléffion of it, he being dead, and his fons 
be fo fadly and univerfally depraved, as to execute |alfo, and therefore there was nothing in his way to 
fuch a piece of villainy, is really furprizing. Idola-|obftruct him: but rather her meaning is, that Na- 
try, when it prevails, takes away all fenfe of hu-| oth was dead, not of a natural but violent death, 
manity and juftice: and as it was written in the|by the hand of the civil magiftrate; as for blaf- 
letter which fhe bad fent unto them; they punc-|phemy againft God, fo for treafon againft the king, 
tually, exactly obeyed the orders in them, as fol-|in virtue of which his eftate was forfeited to- the 
Jows. crown, and that 4haé had a right to poflefs it; and 

y.12. They proclaimed a faft, &c.] Or called a}{o it was certainly adjudged in after-times however 
court, fee on ¥.9. and fet Naboth oy high among\among the Fews, that if a man was condemned to 
the people; placed him at the bar as a criminal,|die by the Sanhedrim, his goods came to his heirs, 
fee the note, on y¥. 9. though Yofephus‘ thinks he| but if for treafon againft the king, they ceded to 
was fet on ar'high place in the court, becaufe he|him ‘. 
was of an illuftrious birth. 

¥.13. And there came in two men, children of 
Belial, and fat before him, &e.| Which pofition 
fhewed that they were his accufers, and had a 
charge againft him ; it being ufual for the aecufers 
and acculed to be fet face to face, as it was the 
manner of the Romans in after-times, As xxv. 16. 
Fofephus fays *, there were three men to accufe 
him; but the Targum, and all the ancient verfions, 
have only fwo: and the men of Belial witneffed 
againft him, even againft Naboth, in the prefence of 
the people; both before the judges of the court, 
and before all the people that filled it, who came 
to hear the trial ; fo bold and impudent were they : 
faying, Naboth did bla/pheme God and the king , or 
blefs, an euphemifm, the phrafe of curfing God be- 
ing fhocking to the ear, and therefore fuch a word 
is ufed to exprefs it, fee Fabi. 5. and ii. g. then 
they carried bins forth cut of the city, without any 
farther procefs of examining witnefles, and of 
hearing what the accufed had to fay in his de- 
fence ; but immediately they carried him out of 
court, and out of the city, to put him to death, 
malefactors being executed always without the 
city: and ftoned him witb ftones that he died; 
which was the death blafphemers were put to, Lev. 
xxiv. 14, 23. of the manner of which, fee the 
note on és vii. 58. it feems from 2 Kings ix. 26. 
that his fons were {toned with him. 

¥. 14. Then they fent to Fexebel, faying, Naboth 
is ftoned, and is dead. | Not only ftoned, but 
ftoned to death. This meffage was fent to her 
from the magiftrates of fezreel ; for tho’ the letters 
came in Abai’s name, they might he privately 
informed that this was a fcheme of Fezebel’s ; be- 
fides, they knew the had the fway at court, and efpe- 


¥.16. And it came to pals when Abab beard that 
Naboth was dead, &c.] Of which he was inform- 
ed by Fezebel: that Abab rofe up to go down to the 
vineyard of Naboth the Fezreelite, to take poffefion of 
its if it was in Fezreel, that was 16 miles from Sama- 
ria, and lay lower than that, ina valley, and there- 
fore he is faid to -gq down to it; and which he did 
very likely in great ftate and pomp, many of his 
nobles and captains accompanying him, as we read 
that ‘Yebu and Bidkar did ride after him at this time, 
2 Kings ix. 25. 

¥.17. And the word of the Lord came to Blijab 
the prophet, &c.| Where he now was, when this 
word came to him, is not certain; nor what he had 
been employed in for fome time paft, fince we hear 
nothing of him fince the unétion of Elifba, other 
prophets of leffer note being employed in meffages 
to dbab from time to time; perhaps Elijah, whiltt 
Aba was engaged in war with the king of Syria, 
{pent his time in founding or reviving the fchools 
of the prophets, and inftruéting and training up 
thofe that were in them for public ufefulnefs, fince 
we afterwards hear of them; the word that came 
to him is, by the Targum, called the word of pro- 
phecy, as indeed it was, foretelling the deftruétion 
of Abad and his houfe : faying ; as follows. 

¥.18. Arife, go down to meet Abab king of If- 
racl, which is in Samaria, &c.] Whole feat was 
there, his palace where he dwelt ; and Benjamin of 
Tudela fays*, that in his time might be difcerned 
in Samaria the palace of Abad king of J/rael, that 
is, fome traces of it; fame conneét the laft claufe 
with J/rae/, as if the fenfe was, that Abad was king 
over thofe tribes of I/rael, of which Samaria was 
the head: behold, he is in tbe vineyard of Naboth , - 
or will be by the time thou getteft thither; though 
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of Naboth: whither be is gone down to poffe/s it 
as if ic was his legal inheritance. * 
_ 19. And thou foalt {peak unto him, faying, thus 
feith the Lord, haft thou killed, and alfo taken pof- 
feffion ? 8c.) . Killed in order to poffefs, and now 
taken poffeffion upon the murder ; fome verfions, 
‘as the Vulgate Latin and Arabic, read without an 
interrogation, thou baft killed and haft taken pof- 
felfion, 10 Fofeph Kimchi and Ben Melech ; charging 
him with the murder, of Nadoth; and the unjutt 
poffeffion of his vineyard; the murder is afcribed 


to him, becaufe his covetoufnefs was the caufe of of this, fee in 2 Kings ix. 30,33, 36. : 


it ; and it was done by the contrivance of his wife ; 
and it is highly probable 4bab knew more of it, 


it, he abetted the faét: and thou fhalt Jpeak unto 
him, faying, in the place where dogs licked the blood 
of Naboth, fhall dogs lick tky blood, even thine, 
which was fulfilled in his fons, who was his flefh 
and blood: 2 Kings ix. 26. for the punifhment was 
tefpited in his days, and transferred to his fons, 
fee ¥. 29. though dogs did lick his blood, even 
his blood alfo, according to this prophecy, tho’ 
not in the fame place, fee ch. xxii. 38. wherefore 
fome take thefe words not to be expreffive of the 
place where, but of the caufe or reafon for which 
this fhould be done, and read the words, ina/much, 
or becaufe dogs have licked*, &c.. — 


bh KING 


the Arabic verGion is, he is mow in the vineyard Baafha the fou of Abijab, &c!] Two of his p ; 


: : ; % J ‘F <= 
. Ch. xxi. 9 


ceflors, whofe families were utterly deftroyed, 

xv. 29..and xvi. 11. for the provocation wh 
with thou haft provoked me .to anger, and made Jf- 
rael to fin, not only by his worfhip of the calves, 
but of the idols of the Zidonians, particularly Ba 


and alfo of the Amorites, y¥. 26. tat mm 
¥.23. And of Fexebel alfo fpake the Lord, Bee:} 
To Elijah, and by him: /aying,. the dogs fha 
Jezebel by the wall of Fezreel; or in the inheri- 
tance or portion of Fezree/, as the Targum; + ng 
interprets it, the valley of Fezree/; the fulfilment 
1 AP. 
¥. 24. Him that dieth of Abab in the city se dogs 
/ball eat, and him that dieth in the field, the fowls 


the words of the Lord by Elijah; next follow the 
remarks of the hiftorian. °° 
y¥.25. But there was none like unto Abab, which 
did-fell bimfelf to work wickedne/s in the fight of 
the Lord, &c.] Not of any of his predecefiors; 
even thofe whofe families had been dedivopeapeon 
his would be, y¥. 21. fee the note on ¥.20. whom 
Jezebel his wife fiirred up; to idolatry, revenge 
and murder, and to whofe will he was a flave, and 
is one inftance of his being a captive to fin, and 
giving up himfelf to the power of it. se 
¥. 26, And he did very abominably in lowing 
idols, &c.] Which were abomiiiiliesia + Lord 


y.20. And Ahab faid to Elijah, haft thou found| dungill gods, as the Tigurine vertion ¢ according to 


mé, O mine enemy, 8cc.) -So he reckoned him, be- 
caufe he dealt faithfully with him, and reproved 


all things as did the Amorites, whom the Lord cajt 
out before the children of Ijrael ; meaning the feven 


him for his fins, and denounced the judgments of|nations that formerly inhabited Cangaw, but were 


God upon him for them: and he anfwered, I have 
found thee; as a thief; a robber and plunderer in 
another’s vineyard; he had found out his fin in 
murdering Nadoth, and unjuftly poffeffing his vine- 
yard, which was revealed to him by the Lord; and 
now was come as his enemy, as he called him, as 
being againft him, his adverfary, not that he hated 
his perfon, but his ways and works: becaufe thou 
baft fold thyfelf to work évil in the fight of the 
Lord; had given up himfelf wholly to his Iufts, 
was abandoned to them, and as much under the 


driven out for their fins, to make way for the chil- 
dren of J/rael, of which the Amorites weré one, 
and here put for all the reft. 7 ST, ee th, 
y. 297. And it came to pals when Abab ‘beard 
thefe words, &c.] Delivered, in ¥.21—24, that 
be rent bis clothes, and put fackcloth upon bis flefh ; 
tore off his clothes, and ftript himfelf of all): of 
his very fhirt, and put fackcloth’on his bare ; 
a coarfe cloth made ‘of hair, and fuch” S 
are made with: and fafted; how longy it is not 
faid: and lay in fackcloth, in the night on his 


power of chem, as a man is that has fold himfelf|bed, would have no linen on him day nor night; 


to another to be his flave; and which he ferved 
openly, publickly in the fight of the omnifcient 
God, and in defiance of him. Avardinel gives an- 
other fenfe of the word we render, fold chy/elf, that 


and went foftly; ttep by ftep, as perfons’ mourn- 
ing, grieving and penfive do; the Targum renders 
it barefoot, and fo Farchi. " <a ter ci 

y. 28. And the word of the Lord camé to Eii- 


) 


oe 


_and connived at it, and confented to it, than what of the air foall eat.) That is, they fhall have no 
is recorded, and however by taking pofleffion upon | burial, fee ch. xiv. 11. and xvi. 4." hitherto aré 


he made himfelf firange, as if he was ignorant, and\jab the Tifboite, &c.) After he was gone from 
did. not know what Fezebel had done ; whefeas he| 4bab, and Abab had been fome time in this hum- 
knew fully the whole truth of the matter, and}ble pofture ; the Zargum calls it the word of pro- 
that Naboth was killed through her contrivance,|phecy, and fo it was, as the next verfe 
_and by her management purpofely; and fo he’ did | /aying ; as follows. ont gti” 

_ evil in the fight of that God that knows all things,|  ¥. 29. See thou . : 


wy 


bow Abab baiienaa 


pretending he was ignorant when he was not, and|fore me? &c.] Which yet was but ane 
this-Zi#jab found out by divine revelation; fo the}humiliation, to be feen only with bodil € 
word is ufed in Gew. xliis 6. fee. 2 Kings xii. 5, 7.| were all his actions and poftures, befor 


‘but the former fenfe is beft, as appears from y, 


25; . q fs 
- 21. Bebold, I will bring evil upon thee, 


Some Jewifh writers * think, his. repentance 
true and perfect, and his converfion thorough 


&c.]/real: they tell us*, that he was in® a a4 


_ Upon-his own perfon, by cutting him off with a|prayer morning and evening before the Le a Maes 
“violent death, though his family was:fo numerous, | was ftudying in the law all his’ days, ar 


having no lefs than 70 fons: and will cut off from|not to his evil works any more, anc 
Ahab him that piffeth againft the wall, and him that\was-accepted : but the ‘ontrary” 
fee the note % ch. xiv. }we never read that h 


is fout and left in ire 3 


10, 
y. 22. And will-make thine houfe like the boufe of hae 
Seroboam the fon of Nebat, and like the houfe of \true penitent; ‘nor did he leave hi: 


b S'S CPA pro. eo-quod, 
fhit Rabba in Abarbinel in loc. 


Junius & Tremellius ; propterea quod, Grotius ; fo fome in Vatablus. 
© Pirke Eliezer, c. 43. i : 


" pipet 
roved 9 for 
der of Nadboth, nor reftored the 
mily, which he would have « 


Lh all 
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quickly hear of his confulting with the 400 -pro-|tence pronounced on him and his family was not 
phets of the groves, and exprefling his hatred of}taken off, nor countermanded, only the execution 


a true prophet of the Lord, ch. xxii. 6,8. his hu- 


miliation arofe from dread of punifhment, and not! 


from the true fear of God; however, it was fuch 
as was never feen in any of his wicked predecef- 
fors, and is taken notice of by the Lord. Luther’ 
from thefe words concluded, and was perfuaded, 
that he was faved: becaufe he humbled bimfelf be- 
fore me, I will not bring the evil in bis days, but in 
bis fon’s days will I bring the evil upon bis boufe, 
this was not a pardon, only areprieve; the fen- 


of it prolonged ; it is promifed, that the deftruc- 
tion of his family fhould not be in his life-time, 
but after his death, in his fon’s days, otherwife 
he himfelf died a violent death, and the dogs licked 
his blood, as were foretold; however, this may 
be an encouragement to thofe who are truly hum- 
bled for their fins, and really repent of them, that 
they fhall receive forgivenefs at the hand of God; 
fince he fhewed fo much regard to an outward hu- - 
miliation and repentance. 


CHAP. XXIL 


ope chapter relates, that after three years 
peace with the king of Syria, Abab was in- 
clined to go to war with him, to take Ramoth-Gi- 
lead out of his hands; and he drew in Febofhapbat, 
king of Fudah, to join him in it, ¥. r—4. but 
before they went into it, they took advice, bab, 
of his 400 prophets, which febofbapbat not being 
fatisfied with, a true prophet of the Lord, Micaiad, 
was fent for, ¥. 5—14. who, when he came, jeered 
Abad with what his prophets had faid to him ; inti 
mated that he fhould be killed, and explained it to 
him how he came to be deceived by his prophets, 
¥. 15—23. upon which he was* {mitten on the 
cheek by Zedekiah, one of the falfe prophets, and 
imprifoned by the order.of Ahab, ¥. 24—28. after 
which the two kings went to the battle, and eho- 
foapbat was in great danger of his life; but dbad 
was wounded and died, ¥. 29-40. and the chapter 
is concluded with an account of the reign of Febo- 
foaphat king of Fudab, y. 41—50. and of Abaziab 
king of [/rael, ¥. 51, 525 53. » 


vy. 1. And they continued three years without war 
between Syria and Irael.) From the time that 
Benbadad made a covenant with Abad ; not three 
fullyears, but part of them; it .was threatened by 
Elijah from the: Lord, that Abab’s life fhould go 
for Benbadad’s, becaufe he had let him go, ch. 
xx! 42. but becaufe of his humiliation, as is thought 
by Ben Gerfomand others, it was refpited for thofe 
three years ; and now an opportunity and occafion 
would be given’ for the fulfilment of what was 
threatened. 

y. 2. And it came to pafs in the third year, &c.] 
Of the peace, before-it was expired: that Febofha- 


to the kingdom of J/rael, of which fee Fo. xx. 8. 
and we be ftill, and take it not out of the hand of thé 
king of Syria?) neither demand it, nor take any 
meafures to oblige him to deliver it up ; reprefent- 
ing it as a great omiffion, and as a piece of negli- 
gence and flothfulnefs, or cowardice. 

¥.4. And be faid unto Febofhaphat, Wilt thou 
go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? &c,| This 
affair being lately canvaffed at the council-board; 
and very much on 4bad’s mind, he puts this quef- 
tion to Febofbaphat, his vifiter, relation, and ally ; 
wifely confidering that his own forces were fmall, 
and that to have iuch an auxiliary might be of great 
advantage to him: and Febofbaphat faid to the king 
of Ifrael, Iam as thou art, my people as thy people; 
my horfes as thy borfes; meaning, that he and his ~ 
foldiers, foot and horfe, were at his fervice. 

¥. 5. And Febofoaphat faid unto the king of Ifrael, 
Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to- 
day.) Being a pious and religious prince, he did 
not chufe to go into a war at once, without con- 
fulting the Lord by his prophets, whether it was 
his will and pleafure they fhould engage in it, and 
fhould profper; and he was defirous of having this 
done immediately before they proceeded any farther. 

¥.6. Then the king of Ifrael gathered the prophets 
together, about 400 men, &c.| Falfe prophets, as 
the Targum and Arabic verfion ; and they are called 
Abab’s prophets, and not the Lord’s, ¥. 23. per- 
haps thefe were the prophets of the groves, that 
eat at Fezebel’s table, and were preferved when the 
prophets of Baal were deftroyed, fince the number 
agrees with them, fee ch, xviii. 19. and faid unto 


them, Shall I go againft Ramoth-gilead to battle, or 


foall I forbear 2? which would you advife to? figni- 


phat the king of Fudab came down to the kijig of |fying he fhould take their advice : and they aid, Go 


Ifrael , to Abad, trom Ferufalem to Samaria, rec- 
koned 32 miles”; either to make peace with him, 
and put an end to the wars which fubfifted between 
Jrael and Fudch fince the divifionof the’ king- 
dom, y¥.44. or to contract an affinity with him, 
by marrying his fon to a daughter of Abab, 2 Kings 
viii. 18. 26. or rather after peace was-made, and 
that ftrengthened by the marriage; and fo he went 


‘merely to-pay a vilit, as he judged he might then| // 


with great fafety ; and he and all his retinue were 
entertained by Abad in a very fumptuous and libe- 
ral er, 2 Chron. xviii. 1, 2. 

gu (And the king of Ifrael faid unto bis fer- 
wants, 8eci] His nobles, thole of his privy-coun- 


ups for the Lord foall deliver it into the hand of the 
king; which words are very ambiguous, like the 
core the heathens ; for they do not exprefs 
who or what fhould be delivered up, for the word 


i¢is‘a fupplement, nor to what king the delivery 


fhould be made; whether the Syrians, and the 
place they held, fhould be given up to king Abad, 
Pi they would have underftood ; or whether the 
ves ites fhould be delivered up to king Benhadad ; 
o that which ever had been the cafe, the credit of 
their prophecy would be fecured. ‘They ufed the 


| word Lord, and not Baal, in complaifance to 7e- 


bofoaphat, and perhaps as directed by Abab. 
x. 7. And Febofhaphat faid, \s there not bere a 


‘cil, histminifters of {tates or bad faid*, fome little prophet of the Lord befides, that we might enquire of 
time before Febofbaphat came: Know ye that Ramoth him?| He fufpected thefe to be falfe prophets, 
in Gilead is ours; a city of refuge beyond Jordan, thoughshe would not call them fo; nor fuggeft that 
in the tribe'of Gad, ‘and fo of courfe muft belong they were not the prophets of the Lord, becaufe se 
ie ; wou 

1 Menfal. Colloqu. c. 32. p. 360. 
m "\S5N7] et dixerat, Junius & "T'remellius. 


od 


—~ 
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would not affront Abad, who had an opinion of| y. 13. And the meffenger that was gone to call Mi- 
them; and therefore afks, if there were no other |caiab, /pake unto him, &c.] By the way, as they 
‘that went under the character of a prophet of the/came along together, as ‘/e/ephus ? oblerves: Be- 
Lord, that he might enquire of him for his farther hold now, ibe words of the prophets declare good 
fatisfaction. unto the king with one mouth ; they are unanimous 
¥. 8. And the king of Ifrael faid unto Febofha- that he fhall profper in his undertaking againft the 
phat, There is yet one max (Micaiab the fon of Im- Syrians: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word 
lab) by whom we may enquire of the Lord, &c.\\ of one of them, and {peak that which is goad; which, 
And but one in Samaria; Elijah and Elifha were\as an ignorant mag, he might advile to from good 
elfewhere : but I hate him, for be doth not prophefy of | will to the prophet, that he might not be branded 
good concerning me, but evil; who is thought to be with fingularity, and a fpirit of contradiétion, and my 
the fame that was feveral times, with him when en-|that he might have the favour of the king, and be 
gaged in the war with the king of Syria, ch. xx. releafed from prifon, pitying his miferable condi- 
13. 22. 28. 35. 38. and each time, excepting} tion in which he found him, ‘ 
the laft, he brought him good tidings; but be-| | ¥. 14. dad Micaiah faid, As the Lord liveth, 
caufe, in his laft meflage, he told him, that fince|&c.] He fwore by the living God for the confir- 
he had let Benhadad go, his life fhould go for his|mation of what he was about to fay: what the Lord 
life, and his people for his people, for that hel/aith unto me, that will I fpeak; truly and faith- 
hated him: aad Febofbaphat faid, Let not the king\fully, keeping nothing back, nor adding any thing, 
fay fa, which was very modeftly, though perhaps| whether it be good or evil, pleafing or difpleafing ; 
_ too gently faid; fuggefting that the prophets of the|it looks as if as yet he had no inftruction from the 
Lord thould be heard, refpeéted, and honoured,} Lord what to fay, and yet the vifion he after de- 
Jet their meffage be as it would, fince they fpake|clares feems to have been had by him before, y- 
not of their own mind and will, but what they|17. 19. 
were moved unto by the fpirit of God. ¥. 15. So be came to the king, &c.} Being in- 
¥. 9. Then the king of Lrael called an officer, &c.]| troduced by the officer: and the king faid unto him, 
An eunuch, as the word is fometimes ufed, one of| Micaiah, /hall we go up againft Ramoth-gilead to. bat, 
his pages: and faid, Haften hither Micaiah the fon|tle, or fhall we forbear? the fame queftion in the 
of {mlab,; who, as it feems from ¥. 26. was in| fame words that was put to the other prophets, 
prifon, where perhaps Abad had caft him for his|¥. 6. only there’he ufes the fingular number, here 
Jaft prophecy to him, and where he had Jain ever|the plural, including Fehofbaphat with him: and 
fince ; and this gives a reafon why he could forea-|4e anfwered him, Ga, and profper: far the Lord” 
dily fend for him, knowing where he was. Jball deliver it into the band of the king; he anfwer- 
y. to. And the king of Ifrael, and Febofbaphat\ed not in the name of the Lord, faying, thus faith 
the king of Judah fat each on his throne, &cc.] In| the Lord, nor did he fpeak his own fenfe and in his 
great ftate and majefty ; having put on their robes ;\own words, nor ferioufly, but by way of derifion; 
their royal robes, which they wore when they ap-|he took up the words of the prophets, and bantered 
peared in pomp and grandeur : i# @ void place in the|\them; it is as if he fhould fay, the prophets bid 
entrance of the gate of Samaria, where courts of|you go, and tell you that you fhall profper, and 
judicature were held, and there was an open void|that the city will be delivered into the king’s hand ; 
fpace for the people to affemble in to hear; the|do as they dire&t you, and fee what the iffue will 
word shas the fignification of a corn-floor, and the|be, no doubt it will be good, fince they are all 
Fews fuppofe they and their attendants fat in ajagreed; but he delivered the above words with 
femicircle like the half of a corn-floor, after the|fuch geftures, and fuch a tone, and with a. con- 
fame manner in which they fay the Sanbedrim at|temptuous {mile in his countenance, which fhowed 
Ferufalem {at °: and all the prophets prophefied before|that he {poke not ferioufly, but farcaftically ; and — 
thems concerning this affair of going to Ramorh-\this the king plainly difcovered, as appears by what, 
gilead. »  |follows. ‘ 
¥. 11. And ZLedekiab the fon of Chenaanah made\ y.16. And the king faid unto him, How many 
him horns of iron, &c.) Horns are emblems of| times fhall I adjure thee, &c.| Not that he hadas 
power and might, and iron ones of greater {trength| yet adjured him at all, or not till now; but he” 
ftill; the prophets fometimes made ufe of vifible|afks him how often he muft be obliged todo it; and 
figns, to reprefent the things they prophefied of|now he adjures him once for all, that he might nog 
fhould come to pafs, fee J/, xx. 2, 3. Fer. xxvii. 2.|be forced to repeat it: that thou tell me nothing but ’ 
and the fame method this prophet took: and be|that which is true ix the name of the Lord? for he 
faith, Thus faith the Lord, imitating the true pro-|obferved he did not {peak in the name of the Lord 
phets : With thefe foalt thou pufo the Syrians, until\before, and what he {aid was not in a ferious but 
thou haft confumed them Abarbinel thinks he had|ludicrous manner, and not to be regarded as truth, 
in view the bleffing of Fo/eph by Mofes, Deut.| y. 17+ dnd he faid, &c.] The prophet, in a 
XXxill. £7. where he is compared to a bullock with |ferious and folemn manner, being adjured bythe © 
horns; and thefe faid to be the ten thoufands of |king: J faw all I/rael featiered on the-bills, as focep 
Ephraim, and the thoufands of Manaffeh, and\that have not a jfhepberd; the armies of Sfrael iw 
Abab being of the tribe of Yo/eph, and ruling in|routed, difperfed, and fleeing, fome one way and _ 
Ephraim and Manaffeb, -the prophet chofe to make|fome another, on the mountains of Gilead near 


=? 


ufe-of this emblem for his encouragement. Ramoth, weak and helplefs, not knowing where to i 
¥.12. And all the prophets prophefied fo, faying, |go for fafety, having none to direét them; and this 

Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and profper, &c.] All|was either naw inftantly reprefented to his mind, 

encouraged the king to go up againft this place, |or what had been before in a dream or vifion: = 


and prophelfied of victory, as Zedekiah did: for the\the Lord faid, Thefe have uo mafter ; thefe theep 
Lord foall deliver it into the king’s hand, fee the have no shepherd, this army hath no general, J/rael_ \ 
note on ¥. 6. bas loft its king: Jet them return every man to big 
houfe 
‘ i" ae 
* T. Bab. Cholin, fol. s.3, Vid. Kimchium in log. ® Antiqu. 1 8. c. 15. §. 4. tee | 
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houfe in peace, very few fain; Farchi thinks Abad 
only, fee ¥. 31. that part of the threaning, ch. xx. 
42. was now to be accomplithed, thy dife /ball go 
for his life, but the other part, and thy people for 
bis people, was to be deferred to another time. 
¥. 18. Aitd the king of Ifrael faid unto Febofba- 
phat, &c.} Plainly perceiving that the prophet 
‘foretold that he fhould fall in battle: Did J not tell 
thee, that he would prophefy no good concerning Mme, 
éut evil? intimating that this proceeded from fpite 
and malice, from ill-will to him and. hatred of him, 
and was not from the Lord, and therefore not to 
be regarded ; he had told him three years ago his 
life fhould ‘go for letting Benhadad go; but it had 
not proved true, and no more would this ; and 
Jebofoaphat being an eafy man, and too credulous, 
believed what 4hab faid of the charaéter of this 
prophet, or otherwife it is not to be accounted for, 
that he fhould go with him‘to war after fuch a de- 
claration made. 
¥.19. And be faith, Hear thou therefore the 
word of the Lord, &c.| Since he had reprefented. 
what -he had faid, as proceeding from hatred to: 
him, he would make it clear and plain, that what 
he had faid was the word of the Lord, and accord- 
ing tohis mind ; and that what the other prophets 
had faid was owing to a lying fpirit in them, which 
the Lord fuffered. for his ruin; all which are re- 
prefented as in a vifion, in which things are brought 
down to the capacities of men, and not as really 
tranfacted : J faw the Lord fitting on bis throne {0 
it was reprefented to his mind, as if he had feen 
with his bodily eyes the divine being in a. glorious 
form, as a Mito hiring on his throne, to do juftice 
and judgment ; as 4bab and Febofhaphat were. now 
fitting on their thrones, only as a far greater king, 
even the King of kings, and in a more fplendid 
manner: aud all the hoft of heaven flanding by him, 
on bis right band, and on bis left; the miniftring 
angels ready to do his will. i 
_¥. 20. And the Lord faid, Who fhall perfwade 
Abab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? 
&c.] Not that it can be fuppofed that the Lord 
entered into a confultation with the angels. upon 
this fubject ; only that it was, the decree of .God 
that he fhould go thither, and fall by, the hand of 
the man whom he had Jet go, :as ajjuft punifhment 
of him : aud one faid on. this, manner, and. another 
Said on that mauner not,that.there was fuch an al- 
tercation among them ; it only fignifies, that there 
are divers ways and means, by. which.the. purpofes timating ] 
and decrees of God may be, and, are brought, about. courfe contrary. to himfelf, | 
¥. 21. And there came forth a fpirit, &c.| ..Not] .y: 25. And Micaiab faid, Behold, thou fhalt: fee 
from the heavenly hoft on the right hand or theleft,| in the day when thou foalt go into an inner chamber 
for they are pure and holy, fpirits, and impeccable,| to. hide ebyfelf.|_ Who would either accompany 
and cannot Jie or deceive 5 but the evil fpirit, Satan, | Abad to the obattle,\vand :upon> his being wounded, 
the father of lies, the old deceiver, who came forth| flee tocthe' firtt. place of, fecrecy for fafety; or upon 
from his own place and his own SNP any 2 and flood) the news,of his, defeat brought to Samaria,» would 
before the Lord, prefented himfelf before.him, as) betake himfelf to a private! chamber for fecurity, 
Satan did, Fob i..6.. and faid, 1 will perfwade him ;) fearing the enemy would purfiie to the very place s 
or prevail upon him; evil {pirits love to be em-|or-elfe through fear of the populace, ‘who would 
ployed in doing hurt to men, they go,about fecking | attribute the death of the king to the advice of him 
whom they may devour... ‘This could. not be, the| and the,other\prophets..») so» t ail Won 
ia of Nadoth, as the Jews fay.%, feecking revenge| .y. 26. . And -the\ king’ of Irael faid, &e.) ‘To 
“on Abad; that was in a {tate of happinels, could | fome of his officers : Take Micaiah, and carry hit 
hot move from thence, and be.capable of inning... | back unto Amon the governor':of the city, the chief 
»  ¥. 22. dad the Lord faid unto, ry W herewith?.| magiftrate,under the king’; a fort of theriff, who 
8&c.]_ What way ard method .did he .propofe, to | had the! care/of malefactors,-and of all committed 
_perfwade Abab to.go.up toRamoth 2: the Lord .is}to prifon, frorm whom he was received by > mef- 
eth it . enger, 
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introduced in this vifionary narrative as afking this 
queftion, not as ignorant of the fcheme of the evil 
fpirit, but in order to bring it out, and lead on to 
the following account: and be faid, 1 will go forth, 
and I wil! be a lying fpirit in the mouth of all his pro- 
pbets ; put them on encouraging bab to go up, 
and promifing him fuccefs, as he had in formet 
battles with the king of Syria, and which might 
both encourage them to give forth fuch a predic- 
tion, and him to believe it to be true; this propofal 
was quite agreeable to the character of the devil, 
as the father of lies: and be faid, Thou fhalt per= 
fwade him, and prevail alfo; not only make ule of 
this artifice to perfwade, but fucceed alfo ; the Lord 
knew that what he fhould fuggett to the prophets, 
and they fhould deliver to 4ba6, would be agreea- 
ble to his inclination, nor would he do any thing 
in the courfe of his providence to hinder its taking 
effect: go forth, and do fo; which was giving leave 
to try his fkillin the art of perfuafion, in which he 
knew he would fucceed,) and bring on the righteous 
judgment. of God upon bab; with this compare 
“Jobn xiii. 27, 

¥. 23. Now therefore behold, the Lord bath put 
alying [pirit.in the mouths of all thefe thy prophets, 
&c.] That is, fuffered the lying {pirit to fuggett 
a lie to them, and fent them {trong delufions to 
believe that lie, whofe minds were difpofed at any 
rate to flatter 4hab, to whorh they told it; which 
was the way defigned to bring him to the ruin ap- 
pointed for him: and the Lord bath fpoken evil con- 
cerning thee; he had decreed it in himfelf, declared 
it by Micaiah his prophet, and {fuffered all thofe 
fteps to be taken by Satan and the falfe prophets,’ 
to bring him toit. 

24. Bat Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah went 
near, &c,] Stept in’ hafte and paffion from the 
place where he was: and fmote Micaiab on the 
cheek in contempt of him, and to fhew his indig- 
nation at what he faid ; this he did in open courr, 
before two,kings; .one he believed would favour 
and. fcreen:him:in this lawlefs aGtion, and the other, 
out of his. own jurifdiction, had not courage and 
prefence.of mind to refent it: and faid, Which way 
went the {pirit of the Lord from me to [peak unto thee ? 
hereby boafting that he had the fpirit of the Lord, 
and was’direéted by him in what he faid, and ftill 
remained with -him, and could not poffibly go to 
Micaiab, and fuggeft the very reverfe; and there- 
fore pertly afks him which way the fpirit went, in- 
| that, it,was,impoffible he could fteer a 


> 


a 


2 T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 8). 1. & 192, 2... 'Targumia 2 Chron, xviii. 20, » 7h, "Cent 4 


s 


Vou. Il, N°, 23. ; 8 U 


T 


4x8 I 
fenger, and now fent back to him: and to Foafh 
the kig’s fon; who might be over his houfhold, as 
fometimes the king’s fon was, 2 Chron, xxvi. 21. 
or might be viceroy whilft the king was without the 
city, and at the gate of it, and about to go to war. 

v.27. And fay, Ibus faith the king, Put this 
fellow in prifon, &c.} In the common pfifon of | 
the city, where he had been. before, as it feems ; 
and might be now ordered into a more confined 
place in it, and what might be called “ttle eafe: 
and feed him with bread of affiittion, and with water 


KINGS. 
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and went inte the battle ; 
mon foldier. 

¥..31. But the king of Syria commanded bis 32 
captains that bad rule over his chariots, &c.| This 
was the number of his kings in the firft battle with 
Yrael, and of his captains in the fecond, ch. xx. 
1, 24, 2g. and the fame number he had now, be- 
ing very probably not only the number of his cha- 
riots, but the divifion of his army was into fo many 
battalions, under the command of thefe captains 
of chariots : faying, fight neither with fmall nor 


as if he had been a com- 


of affliction; with bad bread and foul water, and| great; of thofe that belonged to Febofbaphat: fave 


but little of either ; juft enough to keep alive and 
to continue ftarving: until I come in peace; which 
he feemed confident of, and intimates, that then 
he would punish him more feverely, ever with 
death, as a falfe prophet. 

¥. 28. Aud Micasah faid, If thou return ab all in 
peace, the Lord bath not Jpoken by me, &c.] 1 am 
content to be reckoned a falfé prophet, and to be 
punifhed as fuch: and he faid, Hearken, O people, 
every one of yous he called aloud unto them, to ob- 
ferve what he had predicted, and mark the iffue of 
it, and bear teftimony for him, or againft him, as 
things fhould_be. 

¥. 29. So the king of Ifracl, and Febofhaphat the 
king of Judah, went up to Ramoth-gilead.| Which, 
according to Bunting‘, was 24 miles from Samaria. 
That Ahab went is no wonder, it was his own mo- 
tion firft, his inclination led to it, his prophets en- 
couraged. him, and in bravado to the prophet of 
the Lord, was determined upon it; but it may feem 
much more ftrange that Febofhaphat thould, after 
fuch an account as Micaiab had given, and who, 
doubtlefs, could obferve a great difference between 
him and the prophets of déab; and yet there is 
much to be faid which might incline him to go, as 
that there were 400 prophets all agreed, and who 
made ufe of the name of the Lord, and pretended 
to be true prophets; and though he might fufpeét 
them; he could not confute them; and Micaiah, he 
prophefied evil of bab only, and therefore Feho- 
feephat might think himfelf fafe in going; and 
befides, he had given his word to Abab, and he did 
not chufe to go from it; to which may be added, 
that Abad’s caufe was jult, to recover a part of his 
own dominions, 

¥. 30: And the king of Irael faid unto febofoa- 
phat, I will difeuife myfelf, and enter into the bat- 
tle, &cc. }, Change his’ clothes, his royal robes, 
and put on others, perhaps the habit of a common 
foldier; having, it may be, been informed by fome 
deferters or {pies, of the defign of Benhadad again 
him.  Abarbinel thinks the meaning is, that he 
would clothe himfelf with a coat of mail, and 
take to him the feveral inftruments of war, and 
fo go into the battle fecure ; this feems probable 
from ¥. 34. and this he might do to elude the pro- 
phecy of Micaiah ; but put thou on thy robes; his 
royal robes, or rather keep them on, that he might 
appear to be the chief commander of ‘the army. 
‘here feems to be a good deal: of infincerity and 
treachery in this conduct of Abab’s, whatever ho- 
nour he might pretend to Febofhaphat, or fafety 
he might promife him in fuch a fituation; his view 
feems to be to fave himfelf at the hazard of the 
life of Febofhaphat, efpecially if the Septuagint ver- 
fion could be eftablithed, and put on my clothes s 
which is natural enough, but would have been too 
barefaced « and the: king of Irae difguised him/elf, 


* Ti.we's, &c. p. 178. 


divine providence, found its way into 


only with the king of Ffrael, and his meng for it 
can hardly be thought that his orders were to fight 
with none, nor kill any in the battle but bad per- 
fonally ; though it is very probable he might give 
them directions to aim at him chiefly, knowing 
that if he was killed or taken, his army would flee 
or furrender; and he might be defirous of getting. 
him into his hands, as he had been in his; and 
the rather his fpite was againit him, as he was the 
mover of the war. 

¥. 32. And it came to pals when the captains of 
the chariots Jaw Fehofbaphat, 8c.) In his royal 
robes : that they jaid, furely it is the king of I/rael ; 
for they might not Knew the perfons either of Ahab 
or him, but judged by his habit: and they turned 
afide to fight againft him; preffed upon him with 
all their force, either to take him, or flay him: 
and Febofhaphat cried out, with a lotid voice, ei- 
ther to the captains to let them know who he was, 
or to his meh to come to his affiftance, or rather to 
God to help and deliver him; fince i¢ is faid in 
2 Chron. xviii. 31. that the Lord helped him, and . 
moved or inclined the hearts of the captains to de- 
part from him, as it follows here. ~ 

¥. 33. And it came to pafs when the captains of 
the chariots perceived that it was not the king of I[- 
rael, 8c.) © Againft whom only their orders were 
to fight: that they turned back from purfuing him, 
for upon fo great a force coming upon him he'could ° 
not withftand, he fled: : 

¥. 34. And a certain man drew a bow at a ven- 
ture, 8c.) Not aiming at the king of J/rael, or 
knowing whereabout he was. In the Targum on 
2 Chrow. xviii. 33. this man is faid to be Naaman, 
the general of the army of the king of Syria, and. 
fo Farchi here ; but though he did this in his fim-_ 
plicitys as the word fignifies, without any inten- 
tion to fmite any particular perfon; yet God di-_ 
rected the arrow to the man he had marked for 
deftruétion, and neither his difguife, nor coat of 
mail, could fecure from that: aud fimote the king 
of Ifrael between the joints of the harnefs ; of which. 
the pieces of armour on him’ were joined together, 
the higher and lower parts of it, the breaft-plate, 
and what covered the belly ; and though thefe were 


joined as clofe as they were capable of joining. 


them in thofe times, yet the arrow, kay by 
~his ‘body = 
wherefore he faid unto the driver of bis chariot, turn 


‘thine band; or hands, with which he held the 


reins, and turn the horfes’ on one fide: and carry 


me out of the boft, where the battle was hotteft, 


to a’place more remote arid private, that he might» 
have the wound examined, and the blood ftopped, 
and return again, as it feems he did: for J am 
wounded ; or rather I am fick*, or ill, as the Tar- 
gum fomewhat out of order, and thetéfore chofe 
to retire a little while ; not caring it fhould 
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known that he was {mitten and wounded, left his 
foldiers fhould be difheartened. 

W. 35. And ihe battle increafed that day, &c.] It 
went on, and did not {top upon 4bad’s going out 
of the hoft,~ but was very hot, and both fides 
fought furioufly : and the kiig was flayed up in bis 
chariot againfi the Syrians; the Targum is, ** he 
ftrengthened himielf, and ftood ;’? he exerted him- 
felf to the uttermoft, and ftood as long as he'could, 
or could be fupported, fighting againft the Syrians, 
to animate his army, and that the Syrians might 
not have any notion of his being wounded : and 
died at even; in his chariot: and the blood ran out 
of the wound into the midft of the chariot 5 or bofom' 
of it, the hollow part of it. 

¥. 36. And there went @ proclamation throughout 
the hoft, about the going down of the fun, 8c.} Much 
about the time that 4bad died; and this procla- 
mation by an herald might be made by his order, 
as he was dyings or by Yeho/baphat, when he in- 
derftood he was dead: /aying, every mai to bis city, 
and every titan to bis own country; the otder was to 
ceafe fighting, and make the beft of thei way as 
faft as they could to theit own hones, fince their 
fhepherd and mafter was dead, which fulfilléd the 
vifion of Micaiah, ¥.17. It feems to have been 
a drawn battle, at leaft there is no aécount of the 
advantage on either fide. he) 

¥. 37. So the king died, and they brought him to 
Samaria, &c.J In the chariot he died im: and 
they buried the king in Sainaria, where his father 
Omri was buried, ch. xvi. 28. 

¥. 38. And one wafhed the chariot in the pool of 
Santaria, &c.] After the body was taken our, 
very likely the chariot-driver, who drove it into 
the pool, and plunged it into it, as the word fig- 
nifies, to cleanfe it from the blood of his mafter : 
and the dogs licked up his blood; mixed with the 
water Of the pool; the Sepédagint adds, the fwine, 
which is not probable, fuch creatures. not being 
bred in the land of L[rael: and they wafbed bis 
armour; his coat of mail, through the joints of 
which the blood iffued, and ran upon it. The 
word is fometimes ufed for whores, and is fo tranf-|of I/rael.] Firft with bab, with whom he con- 
lated here in the Greek verfion, and by Munfler|traéted an affinity, and joined with him in his ex- 
and Caftalto; and both Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel|pedition to Ramoth-gilead, and with Abaziab his 
fay, that women, who were harlots, wafhed here|{ucceffor. 
in his blood mixed with water; and fo Yo/epbus"| y. 45. And all the reff of the alts of Febofba- 
writes, that afterwards it was a cultom for whores|phat, and all his might that be foewed, and all bis 
to wafh in this pool ; though fome fay “two whores|wars; are they not written in the book of the Chro- 
were painted on dbad’s chariot; by the order of|nicles of the kings of Ifrael?} Many of them 
Fezebel, to inflame his luft, and thefe were what}are recorded in the canonical book of {cripture, 
were wafhed ; but the word fignifies armour, or|which bears the name of Chronicles ; and. more 
rather ornaments, clothes, jewels, (ce. avd now all rmight be in this referred to, out of which might 
this was according to the werd of the Lord which be\be taken what God has thought fit to tranfmit to 

Jpake; both by Liijah, that as the dogs licked the] future times ; fee 2 Chron. xvii, xix, XX. 
blood of Naboth, to they fhould his, as they now} y. 46. Aad the remnant of the Sodomites, which 
did, though not in the fame place; nor was it|remained in the days of his father Afa, he took out 
neceflary to fulfil the prophecy in ch. xxi. 19. fee|of the land.) His tather 4/a\removed many of 
the note there ; though fome have thought *, that|thefe filthy creatures, but not all; as many no 
his blood mixed with the water of the pool of Sa-|doubt as came within his knowledge, but fome re- 
maria, was carried in a ftream down to Yezreel,| mained; whom this his fon removed, being of 
and there licked by the dogs, where Nadorh’s was ;tthe fame difpofition with his father, fee ch. xv. 

but chiefly what was fpoken by Micaiab is here re-|12. _ : . 
ipected, that thus bad fell at Ramoth-gilead, as|. ¥. 47. There was then no king in Edom, a de- 
he had prophefied, ¥. 17, 20, 28. and his life went|puty was king.] Which had been the cafe from 
for the life of Benbadad, as he had before declared,|the times of David, who fubdued Edom, and placed 
ch. XX1. 42. garrifons in it, and governors over it, 2 Sam. viii. 
¥. 39. Now the ret of the afts of Abab, and alll 4, and continued through the reign of Febofbapbar, 
that he did, and the ivory houfe which be made, &c.}\unto the times of his fon; under whom the Edo- 
mites 


Which being a very curious and extraordinary 
thing, is particularly mentioned ; though perhaps 
it might not be made wholly of ivory, but in- 
laid with it ; we read of ivory houfes ‘in Avos iii, 
(5, and all the cities that he built, are they not 
written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Jrael ; in which the aéts of his” predeceffors were 
recorded, fee ch. xiv, 1g. and xv. 31. and xvi. i4, 
20, 27. not the {fcripture-book of Chronicles, tor 
there nione of thefe things are related, 

¥. 40. So Abab flept with his fathers, and Aba- 
ziah bis fon reigned in his feecd.} Of whom more 
is faid in the latter part of this chapter, and in the 
following book. 

¥.41. And Febofbaphat the fon of Afa began to 
reign over Fudab, in the fourth year of Abab king of 
Irael.| And as Abad reigned 22 years, ch. xvi. 
29. Febofhaphat mutt reign about 18 years with 
him, and feven years after him. 

¥.42. Febofoaphet was 36 years old when he bes 
gan to reign, and he reigned 25 years in Ferufalen, 
&c.] So that he mutt be 60 years of age when he 
died : and his mother’s name was Azubab the daugh- 
ter of Shilbi ; but of what family they were, is not 
faid. 

¥. 43. And he walked in all the ways of Afa bis 
father, &c.] Who was a good prince: be turned 
not afide from doing that which was right in the eyes 
of the Lord; in his moral converfation, religious 
worfhip, and civil government: neverthelefs, the 
high places were not taken away, for the people offer- 
ed and burnt incenfe yet in the high places 5 he took 
away the high places and groves for idolatrous 
worthip, 2 Chron. xvii. 6. but not the high places 
in which facrifices were offered to the Lord, which 
ought to have been, efpecially fince the temple was 
built; and thofe in the tribes of Fudah and Benja- 
min were altogether inexcufable, being near to the 
temple, and under no reftraint, as thofe’of the 
10 tribes were; but the people were fond of them, 
becaufe of their antiquity, and it was difficult for 
religious princes to remove them, if inclined, 

¥.44. And Febofbaphat made peace with the king 


t pm Sy ad finum, Montanus; in finum, Vatablus. ® Antiqu. 1. 8 ¢. 15. §.6. * See Jarchi & Kims 
chi in loc, * Kimchi in loc, 
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mites révolred, and fet up a king of their own, 
ov Kings viii. 20. with a view to which this is ob- 
ferved, as alfo to account for it, how Yehofbapbat) 


could build fhips in £2ian-peber, which was in the was buried with bis fathers in the city of Davia 


land of Edom, of which in the next verfe, becaufe 
the whole country was governed by a vicé-roys- or 
_deputy under him. : : 


y. 48. Febofhapkat made fhips of Tarfbifh, Sec. years of age, and he reigned 10 years. 


Ships to go to fea, particularly the Indian fea, ch. 
x. 22. Tarfbifh is wfed for the fea in\general, P/ 
xviii. 7. J. ii. 16: in the Cetid, or text, it is tea; in 
the Keri, or margin, it is made, which we follow, 
and may be put together, as in the Tigurine ver- 
fion, and read, he made tenyhips to go by fea: even 
to go to Ophir for gold as Solomon did; of which 
place fee ch. ix. 28. dat they went not, for the ships 
were broken at Ezion-geber, the port where they 
were built : as foon as they were lauriched,, or fail- 
ed, they were broken to pieces againft the tocks 
néar the harbour, which flood up like a man’s back- 
bone, whence the port had its name ;- fee the note 
on ch. ix. 26. and if this was Ez/zem, as there ob- 
ferved, near to it was a dangerous place for fhips, 
and where many were loft, and is fuppofed to be the 
place where Pharoah and his hoft were drowned”; 
the reafon of this fhipwreck was, becaufe Febo/ba- 
phat joined himfelf with Zbaziab king of J/rael, 
for which he was reproved by the prophet Ziezer, 
and this was his punifhment, 2 Chroz. xx. 35, 36, 
37+ 

¥.49. Then faid Abaziah the’ fon of Abab unto 
Febofoapkat, 8c.) Who very probably. had built 
fome more fhips on his own bottom, having broke 
off his partnerfhip with dbaziab: let my fervants 
go with thy fervants in the fhips; fince he was re- 
fufed a part in the fhips themfelves, he defires leave 
to fend men aboard them to traffick for him abroad: 
but Fehofbaphat would not, having been reproved 


¥ Vid, Geograph. Nub. C 


Reboboam, Abijam and Afa were buried : and Febo~ 
ram bis fon reigned in bis ftead, who was now 32, 


* 
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¥. 50: And Feboaphat fleps. with his fathers, and 


ather, &c.] Inthe city of Simm, where Dat id 


Faia, basta selon of Abad Same ae 
over Ifrael in Samaria the 17th year of Feb sbapbe 


¢ 
: 


ae: 


x 

‘ 

king of Fudab, &c.,} It is observed, that oes 
_ 


began to reign in the 4th year of Ahad, and db E 
reigned 22 years, fee ¥. 41. and ch. xvi. 29, and 
therefore 4had’s fon muft begin to reign in, the 18th 
year of Febobapbat; but perhaps he was made 
king in his father’s life-time, before he Went on his. 
expedition to Ramoth-gilead, or Abal’s reign was not 
22 years compleat: end reigned two Seat Oe a 
rae]; not compleat, as appears from 2 Kings iii, 1, , 
'y¥.52. And be did evil in the fight of the 
&c.] Which evil was idolatry : and edited 


way of bis father, his father Abad, who worfhip- ” 
ped Baal: and in the way of his mother ; bis mother” 


Jezebel, who was {till living, and ferved Baal and 


Afiarte, the deities of her country : and in the way 


« 


of Feroboam the fon of Nebat, who fet up and wor- 
fhipped the golden calves: who made Ifrael to 
by the worfhip of the fame, into which he « 
them by his example and authority. , 


¥. 53. For he ferved Baal, and worhipped bin, 


&c.] Thatis, baziab ferved him, as his father ~ 


had done, and his mother ftill did: and provoked. 
to anger the Lord Ged of I/rael, according to all that 
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iby a prophet of the Lord, and had fuffered the lof 
of his fhips by joining with him already, i hin 
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bis father bad done; of which there is an infer, tt 


in the firft chapter of the following book ; for: 


ing through a lattice, and becoming fick upon if, _ 


he quickly died, having fent meflengers to enquire 
of the god of Ekron, whether he fhould die or t 


+ 


limat. 3. par. 3. in fine. 
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The Second Book of the KINGS, aeaae 
: called the Fourth Book of the KINGS. 


cReoIED Li, and the pteceding book; are pro-|tion of the hiftory of the kings of Trael and 


pefly but one book divided ‘into two|Fudab; iand: for a farther account of it, the. 
pasts, becaufe of the bignels. of it, as|reader is referred to the Zitle of the preceding 
the book of Samuel; it is a continua- | book. 


Corrs peek 


Cpais chapter begins with the rebellion. of)he féll through it into it : avd was fick; the fall 
Moaé againtt Tirael, y.1. relates a fall of the | perhaps threw:him into a fever, and which feemed 
king of Yracl i in his houfe, which brought on him threatening, being violent: aad he fent meffengers, 
a ficknefs, about which he. fent meflengers to en-|and faid unto. them, go enquire of Baal-zebub; thé 
guire of the god of Ekrons who were ftopped by |god of Ekron, whether I fall recover of this difeafe s ; 
Elijah, and bid to return, as they did; and upon|not to heal him of it, but to know the iffte of it; 
the king’s examination of them about the caufe of|a vain wn this! Ekron was one of the prin- 
their return; he perceived it was Eijjab that forbad|cipalities of the Philijiines, and this idol was the 
them, y. 2—8. upon which the king fent to him|god they worhhipped, which fignifies a maffer-fly ; 
two captains, with 50 men each; one after an- which fome think was a large tetaltte fly, made 
other, to bring him to him, but Bon came down|under a planet that rules over flies; and the hea- 
from heaven and confumed them, ¥. 9—12. but|thens had deities they called Myiodes, Myagros, and 
a third with 50 men fent to him were fpared; and | aouzvoc, which fignifies a driver away of flies ; as 
he is bid to go along with them with a meflage to|Fupiter and Hercules were called by the Eleans and 
the king, as he did, ¥.13—16. and the chapter is} Romans, and worthipped and facrificed to by them 
clofed with the death of Abaziah, y. 175 18. on that account*; and fo the Cyreneans; a people 
of Lydia; worthipped the god chor, which feems 
to be a ‘corruption of the word Ekron; becaufe he 
freed them from flies; after they had been infefted 
with a peftilence through them’; and Ekrow being 
a place near the fea, and both hot and moift; might 
be much infefted with’ thofe creatures. Within the 
haven of Piolemais, ot Acco; was formerly a tem- 
ple of Baal-zebub, called in after-times the tower 

of flues, and ufed as a Pharus*. « 
¥. 3. But the angel of the Lord faid unto Elijab, 
&c.] One of the miniftring fpirits fent by the 
Lord to him: arife, go up to meet the meffengers 
of the king of Samaria ; that is; the king of //rael, 
whofe capital city was Samaria: is it not becaufe 
there is ot a God in Ifrael; known, acknowledged 
and worfhipped there, of whom there had been 
fufficient proof of his deity and divine perfections, 
rs 


t.1. Then Moab rebelled againft Ifrael aie ihe 
death of Abab.| Which had been in fubjeétion to 
them from the times of David, 2 Sam. viii. 2., re- 
fufing to pay.a tribute as they had done ; taking 
advantage of dhad’s ill fuccefs with the ‘king of 
Syria, and of his death, and the: condition and cir- 
cumftances of his fucceffor. 

y.2. And Ahaziah fell down a lattes in bis upper 
chamber that was in Samaria, 8c.) Which was 
either a window or lattefs in the form of network, 
to let in light ; or rather were the rails of a bal- 
cony or battlement on the roof of his palace, in this 
form, on which leaning, it broke down, and he fell 
into the garden or court-yard; or walking on the 

-roof his houfe, and treading unawares on a fky- 
ight, which let in light into a room. underneath, 


* Paufan. Eliac. 1. tive, I, 6. p32 4, oy Ancien five, 1. 8. p. 497. Clement. Alex. “Admon. ad Gentés, p. 24. Plin, 
Nat. Hift. 1. 10. ¢. 27. Sheath paaggeet Deorum, '% 151. '& Alex. ab Alex, Genial. Dier. 1.6, c. id _* Adrichonr, 
‘Lheatrum Ter. Sand. fol. 6. 1. 
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as omnifcience, omnipotence, ec. that ye go to 
enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? about fu- 
ture things, when they had God nigh unto them, 
fully acquainted with them, as this meflage fhows. 
¥. 4. Now therefore thus faith the Lord, 8c.) 
Jehovah, the only true God: thou foalt not come 
down from that bed on which thou ert gone up, but 
foalt furely die, this ficknefs fhould be unto death, 
and the bed he had betaken himfelf to fhould be 
his death-bed. The phrafes of going up to bed, 
and coming down, dre ufed with great propriety ; 
for in the eaftern countries, in their bed-chambers, 


72. 
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him to.come down, fignifying if he would not, he 
would fend his men to fetch him down. 
¥. 10. And Elijah anfwered and faid to the cap- 
tain of fifty, If I be @ mian of God, 8c.) Aslam, 
and thou fhalt know it by the following token, 
though thou calleft me fo jeeringly ; them let fire 
come down from heaven, and confume thee and t. 
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fifty , this he faid not in a paffion, and from a pri- - 


vate fpirit of revenge, but for the vindication-o 
the honour and glory of God, and under, the im- 
pulfe of his Spirit, who was abufed through the ins 
fult on him as his prophet: aud there came down 


they had a gallery raifed four or five feet above] fire from heaven, and conjfumed him and his fifty; a 


the floor, with a baluftrade on the front *, and fteps 
leading up to it; or ladders, which had more or 
fewer rounds, according as the beds were higher or 
lower®: and Elijab departed ; having met the mef- 
fengers, and delivered his meffage trom the Lord 
unto them. 

y.5. And when the meffengers turned back unto 
him, &c.] To Abaziah king of Jrael, as they did 
as foon*as Elijab was gone from them; concluding 
from his habit, his gravity, and the authority with 
which he fpoke, that he was a prophet of the Lord, 
and efpecially from his knowledge of them, and 
of what they were fent about: be faid unto them, 
why are ye now turned back? for by the time they 
had been gone, he knew they could never have 
been at Ekvon and returned. 

y. 6. And they [aid unto bim, there came a man 
up to meet us, and faid unto us, go, turn again 
unto the king, that fent you, &c.] King Abaziah: 
and fay unto him; and ‘then they repeatéd all that 
is faid by the angel to Elijah, and he had deliver- 
ed to them, ¥. 3,4. and which was a fufficient rea- 


flafh of lightning, which deftroyed them at once ; 
the Lord hearkening to the voice of his prophet, 
in vindication of him in his office, and of his own 
glory. : 

¥. 11, Again alfobe fent unto him another captain 
of fifty, with his fifty, 8c.) The king not being 
at all terrified with the awful judgment upon the 
former, fends another: and be anfwered 
unto him, O man of God, thus hath the king fa 
Come down quickly; he flouts the prophet in the 
fame manner as the former, and in the king’s name 
commands him to come down, and that imme- 
diately ; which the king added to his orders, or he 
himfelf, fignitying he would not be ‘trifled with, 
. he did not come down direétly, he ioe 

im. ros sn 

y¥. 12. And Elijah anfwered and faid unto them, 
&c.] The fame as he had to the firft captain, and 
made-the fame requeft of fire from heaven; which 
accordingly came down, and deftroyed this captain 
and his fifty alfo. . 


¥.13. And be fent again a captain of the third 


fon for their turning back, fince they got a full | ffty, with bis fifty, &c ] Which was moft daring 


anfwer from a man of God, of what they were 
to enquire of at Ekvoz ; which was,whether the king 
would recover of this difeafe or no. 

y. 7. And he faid unto them, what manner of man 
was he, &c.] What appearance or figure did he 
make ? what his habit or clothing ? which came up 
to meet you, and told you thefe words ? they had re- 
lated to him. 

¥. 8. And they anfwered him, he was an bairy 
man, &c.] E1ther the hair of his head and beard 


and infolent, and fhewed him to'be dreadfully har- 
dened to perfift in his meflages after fuch rebuffs : 
and the third captain of fifty went ups inftead of 
calling to the prophet at the bottom of the hill as 
the other did, he went up to the top of it: and 
came and fell on bis knees before Elijah, in reverence 
of him as a prophet’ of the Lord, and under a 
dread of the power he was poflefled of, of calling 
for fire from heaven on him and his men, as the 
former inftances fhewed: and’ befought bim, “and 


were grown very long, having been much neg-|/aid unto him, Oh man of God, I pray thee, let my 


leéted for a great while; or he had a hairy garment 
on, either’of goat’s hair, fuch as the Chine/e wear 4 


life, and the life of thefe fifty thy fervants be precious 
in thy fight he owns their lives lay at his mercy 3 


whofe women fpin it, fee Exod. xxxv. 26. and of|he begs they might be fpared, fince it was not in 


which garments are made; or of camel’s hair, fuch 
as ‘Yohu the Baptiff wore, who came in his. {pirit 
and power, and imitated him in his drefs, being 
alfo as Elijab here, girt with a girdle of leather about 
bis loins ; for more expeditious travelling, not for 
warmth, the climate being hot: aud he faid, it is 
Elijah the Tifbbite, for he had feen him formerly 
in his father’s court in this drefs. 


contempt of him, and through ill-will to him as 
the prophet of the Lord, but in obedience to the 
king’s command, that they were come to him. 

y. 14. Bebold, there came fire down from heaven, 
and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties, 
with their fifties, &c.| He owns the facts, and 
aferibes the death of them to the ‘true caufe, and 
appears to have an awful fenfe of the judgment of 


yg. Then the king fent unto him a captain of|God on them, fearing the fame would befall him 
50 with his 50, &c.} Not in honour to him, but}and his: ¢herefore let my life now’ be precious thy 
to bring him by force if he refufed to come wil-|/ght; by*fparing it, what is precious and value 


lingly : and he went up to him, and bebold, be fat.on 
the top of an bill, generally fuppofed to be. mount 


Carmel: and he fpake unto bim; at the bottom of | &c. 


the hill, fo loud that he might hear him: thou 
man of God; or the prophet of the Lord, as the 
Targum, as thou calleft thyfelf; for this was faid in 
a fneering, flouting manner: the king bath faid, 
come down; and in the king’s name he ordered 


¢ See Dr. Shaw’s Travels, p. 209. ed. 2. 
f Semedo’s Hiftory of China, part 1. ch, 3, 


© Vid. Ifidor. Origin. 1. 20, c. 11. & Alftorph. 
€ ™\\"1") edixerat autem, Junius & Tremellius, 


being fpared. 

y.15. And the angel of the Lord foid unto Elijah, 
} The fame as in ¥. 3+ or bad faid*, as fome 

render it, before this captain came: Go down with 

him ; the captain and his men: and be not of 

him, of king Abaziah, whom he might fear 

caufe of the meflage he had fent him, — 

fhould die of that ficknefs, and for turning back 

ou & Me i: 

{T" enstead 
de Led, vet. ¢. a, 


a 


rce 


d faid . 
and 4 
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Ch. ii. ¥. 1—6, 


his meffengers to the God of Ekron, and for de- 
ftroying his two captains and their fifties; nor of 
his mother Jezebel, who had threatened his life for 
killing her prophets : and he arofe, and went down 
with him unto the king; boldly and courageoufly, 
not fearing his wrath; fo that the captain not only 
had his life and the life of his men {pared, but an- 
{wered the end of his meflage alfo, 

¥. 16. And be faid unto him, &c.]} Elijah to 
king 4kaziah when introduced into his chamber ; 
and after fome difcourfe paffed between them, he 
confirmed what he had faid to his meffengers, and 
exprefled it in the fame language as in y. 3,4. fee 
the notes there. 

¥. 17. So be died, according to the word 
Lord which Elijah had fpoken, &c.] How 
orhow foon after this is not faid ; however, he 
died of the ficknefs, and on the bed to which he 
went up, as he faid: and Feboram reigned in bis 
fread; who was another fon of Abab, and brother 


of the 


long 


of dbaziab, ch. iii. 1. in the fecond year of Feboram|\39. 


~ 


FIIS chapter relates, how that Eliba accom- 
panied Edijah to feveral places, and on the 


T 


other fide Fordan Elijah was taken up from him tol 


heaven, which occafioned great lamentation in him, 
¥. 1—i2. but having the mantle of Elijah, he di- 
vided the waters of Fordan, and paffed over, y 
13, 14. and the fons of the prophets at Fericho, 
perceiving the fpirit of EZijah on him, thewed him 


great refpect, and propofed fending men to feek his 


mafter, which they did in vain, y¥. 15—18. when 


he healed the waters at Fericho, at the requeft o 
the men of it, ¥. 19—22. and the chapter is con- 
cluded with the deftruction of forty-two children at 
Bethel by bears, who mocked him, y. 2 3,24, 24. 


¥. 1. And it came to pafs when the Lord would 


take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, &c. | 
thereby lifting him up from the earth, and which, 
as it was the purpofe and will of God, Elijah had 


notice of, as appears by his motions to different|that his matter migh 
that Elijah went}it, 


places, under a divine direétion: 
with Elifba from Gilgal; where it feems they met, 
a place where the J/raelites firft pitched when they 


came over Fordan, and where the tabernacle’ was here, I pray thee, &c. 


for fome time, and was famous for religious fer- 
vices, fee Fab. iv. 19. and v. 9. : : 
¥.2. And Elijah faid unto Elifha, Tarry bere, 


pray thee, &c.| Seemingly unwilling he fhould gojthe fam 


- with him, and be prefent at his affumption ; which 
was either out of modefty, not affecting the fpread 
of the honour and glory to be conferred upon him ; 
or to prevent the grief of Elia at his departure, 
orto try whether Zii/ba knew any thing of it, and 
what aifection he had for him: for the Lord bath 
Sent me to Beth-el, to give fome comfort and fome 
inftruction and advice to the college of pro 
there: and Elifba faid unto him, As the 


being determined to fee the laft of him, 
have the benefit of his company and converfation, 
his heavenly difcourfe, and inftru@tion from him as 
_ dong as he could, and in hope of receiving a blef- 

fing from him at parting: /o 
Beth-el; together, 
was {ix miles, 
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the fon of Fehoftaphat king of Fudab, but as he 
mutt begin his reign in the 19th, or in the latter 
end of the 18th year of Jehofhaphat, fee 1 Kings 
XXil, 51. and 2 Kings iii. 1. and SF ehofpaphat reigned 
in all 25 years, x Kings xxii. 42. he mutt live and 
reign after this fix or feven years; this therefore is 
to be reconciled by obferving, that this fon of Fe- 
hofbaphat was made viceroy, or was taken into 
partnerfhip in the throne by his father when he went 
with Abab to Ramoth-gilead; and it was in the fe- 
cond year of this his reign with his father, that the 
other Feboram began his: becaufe he had no fon; 
that is, Abaziah, wherefore his brother reigned in 
his ftead, 

¥. 18. Now the reff of the afts of Abaziah which 
he did, &c.] During his two years reign, which 
yet were imperfect, and his ats mutt be but few - 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Ifrael? in which were written his father 
Abab’s alfo, and his predeceffors, fee 1 Kings xxii. 


II. 


¥. 3. And the fons of the prophets that were at 
Beth-el, &c.] Or the difciples of them, as the 
Targum; here, though a place where one of fero- 
boam’s calves was fet up, was a fchool of the pro- 
phets, perhaps founded by Elijah as a nurfery for 
and a check upon the idolatry of the 
times : came forth to Elifoa, out of their college ; 
and [aid unto him, Knoweft thou that the Lord will 
take away thy mafter from thy head to-day? who 
was, as dbarbinel obferves, the crown and glory of 
his head’; or elfe this is faid, as generally thought, 
in allufion to difciples fitting at the feet of their 
mafters, and fo they at the head of them; the rap- 
ture of Elijah was by a {pirit of prophecy re- 
vealed unto them: and be Jaid, Yea, I know it; 
being revealed to him in the fame way: hold your 
peace ; not caring to continue any difcourfe with 
them on the fubject, that his thoughts, which 
were intent upon it, might not be interrupted, and 
t not know that he knew of 
and left he fhould be fnatched away from him, 
and he not fee him, whilft difcourfing with them. 
¥.4. And Elijah faid unto bim, Elifha, tarry 
J} At Bethel: for the Lord 
hath fent me to Fericho; to the fchool of the pro- 
phets there, to {trengthen, encourage, and advife 
them: and he faid, As the Lord liveth, 8c. ufing 
€ form of oath as before: /o they came to 
Jericho ; together, which, as the above writer fays’, 
was four miles from Bethel. ) 
¥. 5. And the fons of the prophets that were at Feri- 
cho, &c.] For though this place was lately rebuilt 
under a curfe to the builder, yet was blefled with 
a {chool of the prophets: whofe difciples came to 
Elifha, and faid unto him; asin y. 3. and to whom 


phets| he made the fame reply. 


Lord| ¥.6. And Elijah faid unto him, T: arry, I pray 
liveth, and as thy foul liveth, I will not leave thee ;\ thee, 


here, &c.) At Fericho, feemingly very de- 
him off, that he might not {ee his 
affumption: for the Lord hath fent me to Fordan; 


Where paffing that he was to be taken up: and be- 


aid, 8c. Elifha fwore as before, he would not 
they went down to\leave him: 


which, according to Bunting *,|which was fix miles from Fericho *, 


and they two went on; to Fordan, 


¥. 7. And fifty men of the fons of the prophets 


qwent, 


‘Ib, E Ib, 
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went, and food to view afar. off, Sec.) .To have a 
view, if theycould, of the affumption of E/jab to 
heaven, and'be witnefles of it: and they two Stood 
by Yordan; on the banks of .it, even Elyab and 
Elifba. 

¥. 8. And Elijah took bis mantle, and wrapi it 
togelbor, &c.] Folded it up clofe together, in a 
pofition to {mite with it; this is thought to be not 
his hairy garment, but a fhorter robe, that was 
worn upon his fhoulders ; but the Greeé verfion 
renders it by Melotes, and fo in y. 14. which, ac- 
cording to Jfdore', was a goat’s {kin, hanging 
down from the neck, and girt at the loins; and 
being thus’ clothed, perhaps, may be the reafon of 
his being called an hairy man, ch. i. 8. and Jmote 
the waters, and they were divided hither and thither ; 
jutt as Mofes lift up his rod, and the waters of the 
fea were divided for the J/raelites: fo that they two 
vent over on dry ground; in like manner as the J/- 
raelites did through the fea. 

¥. 9. And it came to pafs when they were gone 
over, &c.] Had got on the other fide Yordan: 
that Elijah faid unto Ehiha, afk what I foall do for 
thee, before I be taken from thee ; for having fol- 
lowed him fo clofely, he now made no more a fe- 
cret of his, affumption, .and having had full. trial 
of his attachment to him, and affection for him; 
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17. in which they appeared for the glory. and ho~ 
gat of the prophet, and.as emblems.of his flam-; 
ing love and zeal for the purity of religion, and. 
that his affumption might be conipicuous to Liha 5» 
and perhaps by this means might be feen by. the; 
50 men on the other. fide Jordan: this- chariot, ; 
drawn with thefe horfes, was not feen in the hea- 
ven, but as running on the earth, and came be-j 
tween the two prophets, and feparated, them from» 
each other, taking up £iijad into. it, by, means) of; 
a wind whirling about him, and which wase1 
other than the miniftry of angels; or chelesaie 
be,a-conflux of exhalations.or clouds, formed’ in 
this likenefs by a fupernatural power, and by the. 
folar rays ftriking on them, might appear fiery or reds 
and fo his affumption was much in.fuch like man-, 
ner, as our Lord was taken up in a cloud, Asie 
9. and Elijah weat up by a whirlwind into heavens, 
body and foul; fuch a change pafling on him as he 
went through the region of the air, which divefted 
him of his mortality and corruption, and fitted 
him for the invifible world. 7 

. ¥..12.'And Elifba faw it, &c.) The afeenfion 
of Elijah to heaven, the manner of it, and all re- 
lative to it, as the difciples faw the afeenfion of 


and Elifha faid, I pray thee, let a double portion of\Chrift, between whichand this theres a great 
thy Jpirit be upon me, the two parts of the gifts ofjagreement, fee AZs i. 9,10. and fo Lhj~ba had the: 


the {piri he had, that of prophecy, and that of 
doing miracles, as fome think ; or two parts out 
of three of what Elijah was poffefied of ; or rather 
double as much, and which he might defire, not 


token by which he might expect to have the dou- 
ble portion, as the diiciples: after the:afcenfion of 
Chrift had an extraordinary effufionyef the Spirit 
and gifts upon them: and he cried, my father, my 


from a fpirit of vanity and ambition to. be greater {father ; or my mafter, my maftery as the Targum 


than his mafter, but from an eagernefs to promote 
the glory of God, and the intereft of religion, to 
reclaim the J/raelites from their idolatry, and efta- 
blith the true religion, which he might obferve £/i- 
jab was not able to do with that meafure of grace 
and gifts he had; or however this phrafe denotes 
an abundance, a large portion or méafure, as it 
every where does. Many, after Bex Gerfom, have 
thought, it refers to the double portion of the firft- 
born, and that E/j/ba does not mean a double por- 
tion with refpect to Hijab, but with refpect to the 
junior prophets, with whom he might be confider- 
ed as a firft-born, and fo defired a double or greater 
portion than they, and which may be righteit”; 
and when he afked this, he did not fuppole. it was 


in Elijab’s power to give him it, only that he would 


pray to God at parting with him, that he would 
beftow it on him. 

¥.10. And he faid, thou haft afked a bard thing, 
&c.] Not'a common privilege, but what is rarely 
enjoyed, and difficult to obrain, few are fo favour- 
ed of God: neverthelefs, if shou fee me when I am 
taken from thee, it foall be fo unto thee, but if not, 
it foall not be fo, meaning, that if his rapture was 
vifible to Eli/fba, and he was favoured with a fight 
of his affumption, and be an eye-witnefs of it, this 
would be a token both to Elijah, that it was agree- 
able to the Lord to afk of him this favour for 
him, and to £ii/ha to expe& it, otherwife not, 

¥. 11, And it came to pals, as they ftill went on 
ond talked, &c.} About the donation of the gifts 
of the {pirit requefted, about the ftate of religion 


Elijah being a father to Elisa, and: the veft.of the 
prophets, in the fame fenfe as, difciples, of the prox 
phets are called fons: ¢he chariots of Ifracl, amd the 
horfemen thereof; who was a greater defence to Js 
rael, and was of more) fervice to them, by his in- 
ftructions and prayers, than an army confifting of 
chariots and horfemen; fo the Zargum, ** he was 
better to J/rael by his. prayers than ‘chariots “and 
horfemen :”” and he faw him no more ; he was carried 
up in the above manner into the heaven of hea 
vens, out of the fight of mortals, and: never feen 
more, but at the transfiguration of Chriftvon’ the 
mount: aud he took bold of bis owm clothes, and 
rent them in two pieces; not on account »of Elijah’s 
cafe and circumitances; who was now in a moft 
happy and glorious ftate and condition, but as la- 
menting his own lofs, and the lofs of the pub- 
Lek: #44: mk gk ie y 
¥.13..He took up alfo the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, &c.] Which he had now no*far- 
ther need of, and £/ij/ha had, having rent his clothes 
in two; and this falling into his hands, was a 
token of his fucceeding him in his office, and that 
he fhould have the double portion of his fpirit: 
and be went back, and ftood by the brook of Fordan, 
at the place where he and £iijab had pafied over 
together, SS wt 
¥. 14. And he took the mantle of Elijab that 
from bim, and fmote the waters, &c.| Te wrapt 
it together, as Liijab had done, and fmote the way 
ters in like manner, to make trial whether 
the fame {pirit and power »conferred on him 


in I/rae!, and about the training up of prophets in| /aid, where is the Lord God of Elijab? Jet ‘him ay 


the colleges, and about Eli/ha’s fucceffion as a pro- 
phet in his room, and his dilcharge of that office, 
and fuch like things, as may be fuppofed, in which 
he gave him inftruction and advice; that bebold, 


! Origin, 1. 19. ¢, 24. 


™ See Weemfe of the moral law, 1. 2. ¢.7. p. 41. 


pear now, and fhew his power as he di 
he knew the mantle would not do without the 


and the exertion of his might : aad when be. 
had {mitten the waters, they parted hither ana: 


ie ag 


) 
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there appeared @ chariot of fire, and, borfes of fresa 
either angels in this form, fee P/. civ. 4. and Ixviiiny — 


\ 
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ther; as when Elijah fmote them. The words 
aph-bu, rendered he adja, is left untranflated by the 
= ta in and is interpreted by Theodoret ", hidden. 
They ftand immediately after the God of Elijah, 
and may be rendered, yea be, even he himlelf ; 
meaning not Elijah, as if he was enquired after, 
or was prefent and fmote the waters; but rather as 
we and others, Elifbab, even he alfo fmote the 
waters ; though fome take it to be the name of 
God, as bu was, and is with the 4rads to this day, 
fee the note on. J/. xliii. 13. Athanafius® inter- 
prets it of God, appho,; and fo Elifba_ calls 
him by his title and attribute, apb-hu; but the 
words may be an anfwer to the prophet’s queftion, 
where ig the Lord God of Elijab ? here he‘ is, even 
he himfelf, in the faith of which the water, being 
{mitten, parted; and with this ‘agrees Abarbinel’s 
note on the text; the meaning is, though we are 
deprived of Eljjab, yet nat of the providence of 
God ; and though the fervant is wanting, the Lord 
or mafter is not; for even he, the bleffed God, is 
in his room, and his excellency is as it was before ; 
which fenfe is approved of by Fri/chmuth?: and 
Elifha went over; the river Fordan, as on dry 
land. 

¥.15. And when the fons of the prophets, which 
were to view at Jericho, faw him, &c.| Who went 
out from thence towards Yordan, to have a fight 
if they could of the affumption of Ekjab; thefe, 
when they faw Eii/ba come over: Fordan, the wa- 
ters being parted by him ; they /aid, the fpirit of 
Elijah doth reft on Elifba ; or he-has the fame power 
and {pirit to work miracles as he had, which they 
difcerned by his dividing the waters of Fordan with 
his mantle: and they came to meet him, and bowed 
them/elves to the ground before him; in reverence of 
him as their mafter, in the room of Elijab. 

¥, 16. And they faid unto him, behold now, there 
be with thy fervants 50 ftrong men, &c.] Perhaps 
meaning themfelves, ¥. 7. who were young, ftout 
and ftrong, and able to travel for days together : 
let them go, we pray thee, and feek thy majfter ; for 
though they knew he was to be taken away, yet' 
knew not for what time, and imagined he might 
be found again : det peradventure the Jpirit of the 
Lord hath taken bim up; as it feems he was wont 
to do, fee 1 Kings xviii. 12. and caft him upon fome 
mountain, or into fome valley ; where he fometimes 
had his abode ; or they might fancy, if he was taken 
up to heaven, yet in his foul only, and. that when 
that was feparated, his dead body would be left on alland; or mig rrying ; nO more noxious and mortal 
mountain, or in a valley ; and therefore they were|difeafes fhould be got by drinking them, nor any 
defiroys of feeking and finding it, that jt might not|abortions occafioned by them in women, cattle, 
be expofed to birds and beafts of prey, but that|and fruit-trees, as had been. 
they might bury it in a decent and honourable] y¥. 22. So the waters were healed unto this day, 
manner: and be faid, ye fhall not fend; he knew it| according to the faying of Elifha which be Jpake.} 
was to no purpofe, fince he was tranflated to hea-|In the name of the Lord; and not only they re- 
ven, body and foul, and which he was an eye-|mained fo unto the time of the writer of this hif- 
witnefs of. | tory, but to the times of Fo/ephus, as he teftifies *, 

¥.17. And when they urged bim until be was\and even to ours; for there isa fpring now called 
afbamed, &c.| To deny them any longer, being| Elifha’s {pring or fountain, of which Mr. Maundr¢l 
fo very prefling and importunate: be faid, fend;|lays *, “its waters are at prefent received in a 
left they fhould think he had not the refpect for his} bafon about nine or ten paces long, and five or fix 
mafter he fhould have had ; or was fo fond of his| broad; and from thence iffying out in good plenty, 
office, that he did not chufe he fhould be found|divide themfelyes into feveral {mall ftreams, dif- 
alive ‘ifs he could, and return and re-affume it: perfing their refrefhment to all the field between 
they Lent: therefor @ 50 men; fome one way, and fome | this and Yeri¢ho, and rendring it exceeding frpitful,”? 
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another: and they fought three days, but found him 
not ; and then returned... . 

¥.18, And when they came again ta him, for be 
tarried at Ferichg, &c.| . Waiting their return to 
hear the report they made: which when they had, 
he faid unto. them, did I not fay unto you, go. not ? 
affuring them it would be fruitlefs, ‘and co no pur 
pole; though this fearch of theirs ferved both to 
confirm the affumption of Elijah, and the truth of 
Elifba being a prophet of the Lord. a 

¥.19, And the men of the city faid unto Elifpa, 
&c.]. The inhabitants of Fericho, perceiving him 
to be a prophet, and endowed with a power of 
working miracles ; Bebold, I pray thee, the Situation 
of this city is pleafant, as my lord feeth;. ina plain, 
furrounded with gardens and orchards, with vine- 
yards, olive-yards, and groves of palm-trees, and 
other odoriferous ones: but the water is naught, 
and the ground barren, thatis, that part of it where 
this water was, or ran, for from thence it became 
barren 5 or cau/ed to mifcarry, as the word figniffes 1; 
not only trees caft their fruit, which it watered, 
but women became abortive that drank of ir, as 
Fofephus {ays *, and fo cattle. Abgrbinel thinks it 
was fo from the times of Fo/bua, being curfed by 
him; but if fo, it would not have been inhabited 
again; rather this was owing to a new curfe, upon 
its being rebuilt; though this might affeét gnly a 
{mall part of the ground, not the whole, as before 
obferved. 

¥.20. And he faid, Bring me a uew crufe, and 
put falt therein, &c.} One that had never been 
ufed, that’it might not be thought that the virtue 
was owing to any thing that had been, or was put 
into it: end they brought it to him; the pot with 
the falt in it, 

¥. 21, And he went forth unto the fpring of the 
waters, &c.] The fountain from whence they flowed, 
the head of them: gud caft the falt in there; which 
was an unlikely means of making bad water good, 
fince that makes it brackifh, and not fo drinkable, 
and what makes ground barren; but this method, 
contrary to nature, was taken, that the miracle 
might appear the greater; or, as the Yews exprefs it, 
be a miracle within a miracle: and faid, Thus faith 
the Lord, I have healed thefe waters; he did not 
pretend to heal them in his own name, and by his 
own power, but in the name, and by the power of 
the Lord, to wham he would have it afcribed: there 
gil uot be from thence any more death, or barren 


Sa 

= Apud Flamin. Nobil. in loc. So Suidas in voce arQu. © De Commun. Effent. Patris, &¢, yol. 1, p. 374-_ See 

. Weemfe of the Moral Law, 1. 1. ¢. 7. p. 162. P Differt. de Eliz nomine, &c. §. 14,12. 4 nosy orbans, Mon, 
tanus, Vatablus; facit abortum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, ® De Bello Jud. 1, 4. ¢. 8, § 3. * Ibid, 


* Journey from Aleppo, &c. p. So, 
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SO forme other travellers Yay of it, that the water is / 


very clear and cool, and iffues in a copious ftream.. 
Pliny” gives it the name of Calirroe, the beautiful 
ftream. and fpeaks of it as hot, wholefome, and 
medicinal, and of great note, 

¥. 23. And he went up from thence unto Beth-el, 
&c.] From Jericho, which lay in a plain, to Betb- 
él, fituated on an hill, and therefore is faid to go up 
toit; hither he went, to acquaint the fons of the 
prophets with the affumption of E/jab, to condole 
their lof§ of him, and to. comfort and encourage 
them, and confirm his own authority among them 
as a prophet in his flead: and as he was going up by 
the way 3 the: afcent to the city: there came forth 
little children out of the city; the word for children 
is-ufed of perfons of thirty’ or forty years of age ; 
and though thefe are faid' to be 4ittle, they were fo 
well grown as to be able to go forth out of the 
dity of themfelves, without any to guide them, or to 
take cate‘of them ; and were-of an age capable not 
only of taking notice of Eli/ba’s baldnefs, but knew 
him to be a prophet; and were able to diftinguith 
between good and evil ; and from a malignant {pirit 
yn them,’ mocked at him as fuch, and at the af- 
fumption of Elijah, which they had knowledge of, 
and to whom, taught by their idolatrous parents, 
they had'an averfion: fome Fewifh writers * fay, 
they were called Naarim, which we render children, 
becaufe fhaken from the commandments, or had 
fhaken off the yoke of the commands; and Uttle, 
becaufe they were of little faith: and mocked him, 
and faid unto him, Go up thou bald-head, go up thou 
bald-head, meaning not up the hill to Bethel, 
where his coming was not defirable to the greater 
part in it, being idolaters ; and perhaps thefe chil- 
dren were fent out to. intimidate him with their 
flouts and jeers from entering there ;. but having 
heard of Elijah going up to heaven, as was faid, 
they jeeringly bid him go up to heaven after him, 
and then they fhould have a good riddance of them 
both; thus at the fametime mocking at him for his 
baldnefs, and making ’a jeft of the wondrous work 


% 


CHAP. 


fe gl S chapter gives the character of Feboram 
king of J/rael, y. 1, 2, 3. relates the rebel- 
lion of the king of Moab againft him, y. 4, 5. the 
war that he and his allies entered into on that ac- 
count, ¥. 6—g. the diftrefs- the combined army 
were in: for want of water, their application upon 
this to Elifba, who promifed them water, and they 
had it in a wonderful manner, y¥. 10—20. and the 
chapter is concluded with the rout of the Moabites, 


‘and the barbarity of their king to his eldeft fon, 
¥. 20-27. 


¥. 1. Now Fehoram the fon of Ahab began to reign 
over Iracl in Samaria, the 18th year of Febofbaphat 
“king of Fudab, &c.) So that the two years of the 
reign of his brother dbaziah were not compleat, 
only part of the 17th and part of the 18th of ‘Febo- 
foapbat, fince he began to reign in his 17th year, 
at the beginning of that, and died towards the clofe 
of the 18th, when Fehboram fucceeded -him, fee 
1 Kings xxii. 51. and reigned twelve years, 
¥.2. And be a evil in the fight of the Lord, 
&c.] Was guilty of idolatry: dust not like bis fa- 


= Egmont and Heyman’s Travels, vol 1. 


1 
Y Paleitin. Iluftrat. p. 378. 


P- 33!- 
* 'T. Bab. Sotah, fol. 47. 


of God, the affumption of Elijah ; which, wit 
having fo irreverently to an hoary head, a pre 
of the Lord, was very hainous and wicked, and” 
therefore what befel them need not be wonder at, 
¥. 24. And he turned back, and looked on them, 
&c.] With a ftern countenance, thereby reprovit g, 
them, and in order to intimidate them, and ake 
them afhamed, and caufe them to leave off, but.to, 
no purpofe; they repeated their mockeries with. 
great vehemence: and curfed them in the name of, 
the Lord; moved thereunto, not from paffion and. 
a fpirit of revenge, but by an impulfe of the fpiri 
of God: and there came forth two fhe-bears out of 
the wood; which are fierceft, and efpecially when. 
bereaved of their whelps, as thefe might be; the 
wood feems to be near to Bethel, perhaps in the. 
wildernefs of Bethel, of which fee 70d. vill. 15. and 
xviii. 12. and Reland ” thinks it is the fame with the 
wood of Ephraim, 2 Sam. xviii. 6. though the, 
Jews, to increafe the miracle, fay*, there was no 
wood at all, and if there was, that there were no 
bears in it; but though thofe creatures are moftly 
in northern countries, yet there were of them in 
Judea, fee x Sam. xvii. 34. and tare 42 children of 
them ; it feems there were more than thefe ; but 
fuch a number of them they tore to pieces and de- 
ftroyed ; which was very extraordinary, and was 
an awful, punifhment for their wickednefs, which 
they knowingly and willingly committed, and of 
their parents in them, who had trained them up in 
fuch impiety, and put them upon it, and fent them 
out to do it. . sedis 
y.25. And he went from thence to.mount Carmel, 


&c.] Where Elijah ufed to frequent, and where — 


alfo there might be a {chool of the prophets; this 
according to Bunting *, was 56 miles from Bethel: 
and from thence be returned to Samaria; the capital 
of the kingdom of J/rael; there to bear his tefti- 
mony againft idolatry, to reprove for it, and ree 
claim from it; this, as the fame writer fays *, was 
32 miles from Carmel. FE vadiond hs 


~ 
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ther, and like bis mother; his father Abab, and his 
mother Jezebel: for be put away the image of Baal 
that bis father had made; he did not deftroy it, 
only removed it from the temple of Baal where it 
was fet, that it might not be worfhipped, at leaft 
publicly, fee 1 Kings-xvi. 31, 32, this he did, 
either moved to it by hisown confcience, obfervin 
the fudden deaths of his father and brother, whic 
he might fuppofe was for their idolatry ; or in or- 
der to obtain fuccefs in his war with Moad he was 
entering into; or being inftigated by Jebofhaphat 
to do it, or otherwife he might refufe to join him. 

‘y. 3. Neverthelefs, he cleaved unto the jins of Fe- 
roboam the fon of Nebat, which made Ifrael to fin, 
&c.] Heclofely adhered to the worthip of the calves 
fet up by him: he departed not therefrom; that 
being a piece of ftate-policy, to keep up the di- 
vifion of the two kingdoms. 1 one 

¥. 4. And Mefba king of Moab was a fae pe mafi 
&c.] With which his country abounded; he k 
great numbers of them, and fhepherds to take care 
of them; he traded in them, and got great ri 
by them; his fubftance chiefly confifted in hy 
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and rendered unto the king of Ifrael; either as 
a prefent, or as an annual tribute: 100,000 
lambs, and 100,000 rams, with the wool; that 
is, upon them, unfhorn, and fo the more valua- 
ble; and it was ufual for tributary nations to pay 
their tribute to thofe to. whom they were. fub- 
ject in fuch commodities which they moft abounded 
with ; fo the Cappadociuns, as Strabo * relates, ufed 
to pay, as a tribute to the Perfians, every year, 
1500 horfes and 2000 mules, and five -myriads of 
fheep, or 50,000; andformerly, Pliny“ fays, the 
only tribute was from the paftures. 

¥. 5. But it came to pafs when Abab was dead, 
that the king of -Moab rebelled againft the king of 
Tfrael.| Who then was Abaziah ; but either thro’ 
the pufillanimity of his temper, or the ficknefs that 
attended him, or the fhortnefs of his reign, he 
took no fteps to the reduction of him, or to oblige 
him to pay his tribute, which he neglected to do, 
and is meant by his rebellion. 

¥. 6. And king Feboram went out of Samaria the 
fame time, &c.] As foon as he came to the throne: 
and numbered all Ijrael; who were fit to bear arms, 
got them together at fome certain place, and mu- 
{tered them, and prepared for a war with Moab, to 
reduce them. 

¥. 7. And be went and fent to Febofhaphat the 
king of Judah, faying, The king of Moab bath re- 
belled againft me, &c.|° By refufing to pay him 
tribute : wilt thou go up with me againft Moab to 
battle? And he faid, I will go up, which he agreed 
to, partly to encourage’ Fehoram in the reformation 
of religion which he had begun, and partly to 
chaftife the Moadites for their invafion of his coun- 
try, 2 Chron, xx. 1. 1am as thou art, my people as 
thy people, and my. borfes as. thy horfes; the fame 
anfwer he returned to bab, 1 Kings xxii. 4. fee 
the note there. ie 

y. 8. And he faid, Which way fall we goup? 
&c.] That is, Jeboram faid fo to Febofbaphat, 
confulting with him which was the beft way to take 
to the land of Moab, whether the fhortefl way over 
Fordan, or fome other: and he anfwered, The way 
through the wilderne/s of Edom; which bordered 
upon it, and the fame through which the J/raelites 
pafied ; for Kade/o was on the extreme border of 
Edom, whither they came, Numb. xx, 1. 16. and 
this Febafbaphat propofed, partly that they might 
come upon Moab unawares, and attack them where 
they were weakeft, and not an their guard; and 
partly to take the king of Edom sith them, who 
was no other than Fehofhaphar’s députy, and fo be 
affifting tothem, and prevent. him from revolting, 
which otherwife he might take this opportunity of 
doing. 

* 4 So the king of Ifrael went, and the king of 
Judah, &c.| ‘The way of the wildernefs of Edom, 
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the rather, he was the more concerned, as he Was, 
the principal who had drawn the other kings into 
this affair, though he throws it upon the Lord. 
and his providence: that the Lord bath called thefe 
three kings together, to deliver them into the bands of 
Moab ; into whofe hands they mutt inevitably fall, 
if they could have no water to refrefh them ; fince 
they would be fo weak as not to be able to ftand a 
battle with them, and be difperfed here and there in 
fearch of water, and fo fall into their hands, Ex- 
treme thirft is intolerable, It is reported * of Lyf- 
machus, that he delivered himfelf and his army into 
the hands of the enemy for a draught of water, 
Leo Africanus ‘ relates, that in the defart of Azaoad 
ftand two marble pillars, teftifying, that a rich 
merchant bought of a carrier of wares a cup of wa- 
ter, at the price of 10,000 ducats; but. there not 
being water fufficient neither for the one nor the 
other, they were both fuffocated with thirft. 

¥ 11. But Febofoaphat faid, Is there uot bere a 
prophet of the Lord, that we may enquire of the Lord 
by him? &c.) This the good king fhould have 
done before he fet out, but had neglected it ; how- 
ever, it was not too late: and ome of the king of I/- 
racl’s fervants anfwered and faid; who might be 
one that feared the Lord, and was intimate with 
Elifba, or however had knowledge of him, as ap- 
pears by what follows: Here is Eli/ha the fon of 
Shaphat, which poured water on the bands of Ekjah ; 
or miniftred to him, as the Targum; was his. me- 
nial fervant, waited on him, and affifted him when 
he wafhed his hands *; fome Fewé/h writers under- 
{tand it of his pouring water on the hand of Aijab 
at Carmel, when the altar and trench were filled 
with it, and when a miracle was wrought, as they 
fancy, and the fingers of Eliijab became as foun- 
tains of water. 

y. 12, And Febofhaphat faid, The word of the 
Lord is with bim, &c.] To give them an anfwer; 
which he concluded from his being a fervant and 
difciple of Elijab, whom he fucceeded in his office 
and of whom he had, doubtlefs, heard; and from 
his following the camp, and being in it, which he 
eafily imagined was not to fight, but to affift by 
his advice and counfel, and by his prophecies, as 
there might be occafion for them: fo the king of 
T[rael, and Febofhaphat, and the king of Edom went 
down to him; defcended from their chariots, and 
went to the tent in the camp where he was ; they 
did not fend for him to come to them, but, in ho- 
nour of him, went to him themfelves. 

y¥.13. And Elifoa faid unto the king of Ifrael, 
what have I to do with thee? &c.] An idolater; I 
can hold no difcourfe, nor have any converfation 
with thee, nor give thee any advice or affiftance: 
get thee to ibe prophets of thy father, and to the pro- 
phets of thy mother; the prophets. of Baal, and of 
as propofed by the latter: and the king of .Edom;|\the groves: and the king of lrael faid unto him, 

whom they took with them in their way, who was|zay ; meaning, he would not apply to them, who 
not properly a king, but a viceroy or deputy, fee| he was fenfible could give him no relief, only to the 
1 Kings xxii. 47. and they fetched a compa/s of feven| Lord God, from whom, this affliction was, and 
days journey; they went round the dead fea, and] therefore begs he would pray to him to have mercy 
through the wildernefs of Edom, and fo to the bor-]on them,; fo the Targum, ‘* I befeech thee remem- 
ders of Moab: and there was uo water for the boft,\ ber not the fins of that.wickednels, pray for mercy 
and for the cattle that followed them, neither for|for us:” for the Lord bath called thefe. three skings 
_ the foldiers in the army, nor the cattle that drew| together to deliver them into tke band of Moab, 
the carriages, being in a wildernefs. fignifying, that he fhould not perifh alone, but the 
_ ¥.10, And the king of Ifrael faid, Alas, &c.]| other two kings with him, who had no connexion 
_ Lamenting their fad cafe, as being defperate; and| with the prophets of his father and mother in their 


idolatry, 
© Geograph. 1. 11. p. 362. - > ¢ Nat. Hift. 1. 18, ¢. 3. _ ,® Platarch. in Apothegm. _ f Deferiptio 
Africe, i 7. fi. 75. £ See the like phrafe of the bafineis of a fervant in Homer, liad, 3, y, 270. & Iliad. y, ». 174. 
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idolatry, and therefore hoped for their fakes mercy| be plowed and fowed, nor any thing {pring up and. 


would be fhown. . 

- ¥. 14. Elifba faid, as the Lord of hofts liveth be- 
fore whom I ftand, ae Whole minifter and pro- 
phet he was, to whom he prayed, and whofe fer- 
vice he was ready to perform : furely, were it not 
that I- regard the prefence of Fehofoaphat the king of 
Judah; revere him not only as a king, but as a 
pious prince, and a worfhipper of the true God: 
L wonld not look toward thee, nor fee thee; give 
him no’ countenance at all, pay no regard to his 
requeft, not fo much as to look at him in a civil 
way; but turn away his face from him with con- 
tempt and difdain, as unworthy to be converfed 
with by a prophet of the Lord. 

¥.15. But now bring me a minfirel, &c.) A 
piper, a man that knows how to play upon the 
harp, as the Jargum , according to Procopius Ga- 
zeus, this was one of the Levites he ordered to be 
fetched, who was.ufed to the fpiritual melody of 
David, and could play on mufical inftruments as 
he directed. This he did to allay his paffion, and 
compofe his fpirits ruffled at the fight of Feboram, 
and to fit him to receive prophetic infpiraticn, 
which fometimes came upon the Lord’s prophets 
when thus employed, fee 1 Sam. x. 5. Some think’, 
the mufic the prophet. called for is that fort the 
Greeks call harmony, which is the graveft and fad- 
deft, and fettles the affections : and it came to pafs 
when the minftrel played, that the hand of the Lord 
came upon him ; the {pirit of prophecy, as the Tar- 
gum, which came by the power of God, and as a 
gift from his hand. 

y. 16. And he faid, thus faith the Lord, make 
this valley full of ditches.) In which the allied army 
lay encamped, that they might be ready to receive 
large quantities of water fufficient for the whole 
army and cattle, when it came. 

y¥.17. For thus faith the Lord, ye fhail not fee 
wind, neither fall ye fee the rain, &c.| -Neither 
perceive the fouth wind blow, which ufually brings 
rain, nor clouds gathering in the heavens, as por- 
tending it, nor any ‘falling from thence: yet that 
valley fhall be filled with water , and all the ditches 
dug in it: that ye may drink, both ye and your cat- 
tle, and all your beajts ; there would be fuch a quan- 
tity as would be enough for them all, the foldiers, 
the horfes they rode on, and the beafts that drew 
their waggons. 

¥.18. And this is but a light thing in the fight 


grow upon it. — . . * 

¥.20. And it came to pafs in the mornin 
the meat-offering was offered, &c.] At Ferufalen 
which always went along with the daily burnt 
offering of the lamb, which might not indeed b 
offered before break of day, yet quickly after ; 1 


no facrifice could be offered before that, fee the- 
note on Exod. xxix. 39. that bebold, there came 
water by the way of Edom; not from the eavens, 
but it may be out of fome rock rolling along on 
the earth from the hills and mountains, down into - 
the vallies, where the armies were; ond the coun- 
try was filled with water; all round about them, 
Who has not heard of the thundering legion, as it 
was called by the emperor M. Aurelius, who when 
the army under him was about to eng wae the 
Germans and Sarmatians, and fadly dif reffed with 
thirft, fell down on their knees and prayed, upon 
which a large fhower of rain came down t the 
refrefhment of the army, and thunder-bolts, which 
annoyed and put the enemy to flight’? at the bartel 
of the Romans with Fugurtha, a fudden and unex+ 
pected fhower of rain fell tothe refrefhment of the 
Romaas in intolerable thirft *. ena 
y. 21. And when all the Moabites heard that the 
kings were come up to fight againft them, &c.\ The 
kings of I/rael, Judah and Edom: they gathered all 
that were able to put on armour, and ‘upward, that 
were of an age capable of that, and all who were 
more grown ; or girt on a girdle’, a military one, 
with which the fword was girt, who were at age to 
wear, and knew how to wield a fword: and jiood 
in the border; of their land, between Edom and 
them, to defend themfelves and their country again, 
thefe invaders. eam, Sendo 
¥.22. And they rofe up early in the morning, 8c.) 
To watch the motions of their enemies, and be 
upon their guard againft them: and the fun fhone 
upon the water ; with which the valley was filled : 
and the Moabites faw the water on the other fide as 
red as blood; fo it appeared through the rays of 
the fun reflected on it. yp 
¥. 23. And they faid, this is blood, &c\ They 
were very confident of it, having no notioa of 
water, there having been no rain for fome time ; 
and perhaps it was not ufual to fee water at any time 
in this place: ¢he kings are furely lain, they and 
their forces: and they have fmitten one another ; 
having quarrelled either about their religion, or 


of the Lord, &c.| To give them fuch a plenty of|about want of water, and the diftrefs they were 


water in fuch an extraordinary manner: he would 
do for them what was greater, not only fave them 
from falling into the hand of Moab, which they 
feared, but be will deliver the Moabites into your 


hands ; which was more than was afked for, or ex- 
pected. 


come into through it, laying the blame of their 
coming out to war, or of their coming that way, 
on one another; and the Moadites might rather 
think fomething of this kind had happened, from 
what had lately been done among themfelves, and 
their allies, 2 Chron. xx. 23. now therefore Mogb 


¥.19. And ye fall fmite every fenced city and|to the fpoil , having no occafion to fight, or pre- 
every choice city, &c.] That is, the inhabitants of|pare for it ; all they had to do was to march di- 


them with the fword, and demolifh them alfo, y. 
25. and fhall fell every good tree ; which feems con- 
trary to the law in Deut. xx. 19. but that may re- 
{pect trees belonging to a city when befieged only, 
or only to Canaanitifh cities ; or the law was now 
difpenfed with, and that for this time only, to 


make the punifhment of Moad the greater, for| booty : the I/raelites rofe 
their rebellion and other fins: and ftop all wells of| fo that they fled before them , being prep: 
water; which muft be very diftrefling to thofe that| them, they fell upon them fword in v4 
furvived the calamity of the fword: and mar’every|foon obliged them to flee : but they went , 


rectly to the enemy’s camp, and plunderit. 
¥.24. And when they came to the camp of Tfratl, 
&c.] , Not in an orderly, regular manner, in rank 
and file, as an army fhould march, but in a con-— 
fufed manner, every one ftriving who fhould get — 
thither firft, and have the largeft fhare of 
up and {mote the Moa 


Or Te 


good piece of land with ftones ; as that it could not Jmiting the Moabites, even in their country 5 t 7 


* Weemf’s Chrift. Synagog. 1. 1. ¢.6. §. 4. p. 1 
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purfued them clofely, and flew them as they fled, king of Edom, whom the king of Moaé had in his 
and followed them not only to ri, borders, but}hands before, which made the’king of Edom the 
into their own country: though § 


: chultens, from|more willing to join in this expedition for the re- 
the ufe of the word 73) in the Aradic language,|covery of his fon, as Fofeph Kimchi thinks ; or 


renders the paflage, and they blunted their fwords|whom he took now in his fally out upon ‘him, as 
in it (in that flaughter) evea by finiting the Mo-| Mofes Kimchi and Ben Gerfom, proceeding upon a 
abites. miftaken fenfe of Amos ii. 1. for the king of Edom 

¥. 25. And they beat down the cities, &c.] De-|could have no fon that had a right, or was defigns 
‘molifhed the walls of them, and houfes in’ them,|ed to fucceed him, fince he was but a deputy-king 
wherever they came: and on every good piece of land\himfelf 5 and befides; the’ facrificing of him. was 
caft every man his ftone, and filled it ; which they|not the way to caule the kings to raife the Gege; 
had taken out of the walls and houfes they pulled|/but rather to provoke them ‘to prefs it the more 
down 5 or which they picked up in the highway,|clofely: it was the king of Moab that took his 
as they pafied along, being a ftony country ; or|fon and heir to the crown, end offered him for a 
which being laid in heaps, gathered out of the| duritt-offering upon the wall; that it might be feen 
fields, i, took and feattered them all ovet them :|by the camp of J/rae/, and move their compaffion ; 
and they opped all the wells of water’ with ftones|or‘ rather this was done as a religious a¢tion, to 
and dirt : arid felled all the good trees: fruit-bear-|appeafe the deity by an human facrifice, fo dear 
ing ones; fee the note on ¥. 19. cnly in Kir-ba-|and precious; to give fuccels, and caufe the. enemy 
rajeth left they the ftones thereof, not able to de-jto break up the fiege ; and was either offered to. 
moli(h it, it being a ftrong fortified city, the prin-|the true God; the God of J/rael, in imitation of 
cipal of the kingdom, and into which the king of| 4érabam, as fonie Fewi/h writers fancy *, or to his, 
Moab had thrown himfelf, and the remains of hislidol Chenofh, the fun; and archi obferves, out of 


729 


‘forces ; of which fee Jf. xvi. 7, 10. bowbeit, thean expofition of theirs, that vay is wanting in the 


Slingers went about it, and fmote it ; {mote the fol-|word for wall, and fo may be interpreted of the 
diers that appeared upon the walls of it; though| fun, towards which this burnt-offering was offered 5 
Kimchi, and other Fewi/h writers, underftand it offand it is obferved from various heathen authorsy: 
engineers; who caft out large ftones from a fort of|that it was ufual with the heathens; when in ca- 
machines then in ufe, to batter down and break|lamity and diftrefs, to offer up to their gods what 
through the, walls of cities. was moft dear and valuable to them ; and parti- 

¥.26. And when the king of Moab faw that the\cularly the Phenicians*, and from them the Car- 
battle was too fore for bim, &c.| The fiege was|thaginians had this cuftom, who at one time offer- 
fo clofe, the flingers or engineets did fo much exe-|ed up-200 fons of their nobility, to appeafe their 
cution, that he faw the city would foon be taken,|gods’: and there was great indignation againft If- 
and he be obliged to deliver it up: be took with\rael,; not of the king of Hdom againft them, for 
bim 700 men that drew fwords ; men expert in war,|not refcuing his fon, or. becaufe they were the 
bold and daring: ¢o break through, even unto the\means of this difafter which befel him ; but of the 


king of Edom; through his quarters, and fo efcape, |king of Meab, who was quite defperate, and de- 


he lying neareft to the city, and perhaps the weakeft|termiined to hold out the fiege to the utmoft extre- 
body of men with him; or he might think he was|mity » and they departed, and returned to their own 


~not {fo hearty in the caufe of the kings, and would|/and; the three kings, the one to Edom; the other 
*make but a feeble refiftance, and let him pafs: dut\to T/rae/, and the third to. Fudeah, when they faw 
‘they could not, break through ; they met with althe Moadites would fell their lives fo dear, and hold 
* greater oppofition than was expected; perhaps the/out to the laft man, they thought fit to break up 


Edomites remembered how they had lately ufed|the fiege ;.and perhaps were greatly affected with 

them, which made them fight more defperatelyjthe barbarous fhocking fight they had feen, and 

againit them, fee 2 Chron. xx. 23. - {might fear fhould they ftay, fomething elfe of the 
v.27. Then be took his eldeft fon that fbould bave\like kind would be done: 

reigned in bis fiead, &c.] Not the eldeft fon of the] . : 


GH AP. I, 


6 > Hi 1Penabter treats of the miracles of Eli/ba,| cave in the times of Ahab ; and fo Fofepbus’, and 
of his multiplying a poor widow’s'pot of-oil| it is the commonly received notion of the Fews/> 
for the payment of her hufband’s debts, x. 1—7.| writers; though it does:not appear that he was a 
of obtaining a fon for a Shunamitifb woman, who| prophet, or the fon of a prophet, but the; governor 
had been very hofpitable to him, ¥. 8—17. of his| or fteward of 4baé’s haute 5 fhe was. more. likely 
raifing up her fon to. life whén dead, y. 18-+37.| to be the wife of a meaner perfon 3 and:from hence 
of his curing the deadly pottagé made of wild-|ic is clear, that the prophets, and their difciples 


‘ gourds, yi 38—41. and of his feéding 100 men| married : faying, thy fervant, my bufband, is dead ; 


- 


with 20 barley loaves, ¥. 42—44. which is the lot of prophets, as well as others, 

etaed. : Zech, i. 5. and thou knoweft that thy. fervant did 
“yore Now there cried a certain woman of the| fear the Lord ; her hufband was well known to tie, 
wives of the fons of the prophets unto Elifoa, &c.}| prophet, and known to be: a good man, one of 


» This, according to the Targum, was the wife -of| the 7000who bowed not’ the knee to Baal, for 


~ Obadiah, who had hid the prophets by 50 in afthe truth of which fhe appeals to Eli/oa, and this _ 


oti oa character 
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~ we’ gaint ihe 
tharaéter fhe gives of her hufband, left it fhould 


be thought that his poverty, and leaving her in 
debt, were owing to any ill practices of his : and 
the creditor is come to take unto him my two fons to 


he bondmen; which it feems were allowed of when} 
men became poor and infolvent, and died fo, to, 
which the allufion is in Jf 1. ». Matt. xyili. 25. 


fee the note there. “fofephus * fuggefts, that the 
infolvency of this man was owing to his borrow- 
ing money to feed the prophets hid in the cave ; 


ditor was ‘¥eboram the fon of Abab, and in after- 
times it was a law with the Athenians *, that if a 


father had not paid what he was muléted in court, 
Elifoa the prophet, what had been done, what a 


the fon was obliged to pay it, and in the mean 
while to lie in bonds, as was the cafe of Cinzon", 
and others. 

y¥. 2. And Elifoa faid unto ber, what fhall I do 
for thee? &c.] Or can 1 do, being poor bim- 
felf, and unable to relieve her out of his fubftance, 
and not kuowing where to get any thing for her ; 
and fo what could fhe expect from him ; fignify- 
ing, that he pitied her cafe, but all that he could 
do was to give her his beft advice; and pray for 
her: fell me what thou haft in thy houfe? that the 
could part with and difpofe of, in order. to pay her 
debt, and fatisfy her creditor: and fhe faid, thine 
handmaid hath not any thing in the houfe, fave a pot 
of oil; that is, nothing of any value; fhe might 
have fome things, fome fort of houfhold goods, 
though perhaps fhe had parted with moft of them 
in her poverty ; this was the moft valuable thing 
fhe had. , 
yg. Thew be faid, go, borrow thee veffels abroad 

of all thy neighbours, &c.] For he perceived that the 
had none: even empty veffels; which they, might 
more readily lend her: derrow not a few, but as 
many as fhe could get-; the prophet, under a di- 
vine impulfe was directed to fay this 'to her, fore- 
feeing by a fpirit of prophecy, that a large quan- 
tity of oil would be given her. 

y. 4. And when thou art come in, &c.} Into 
her houfe : thou fhalt fout the door upon thee, and 
upon thy fons; that they might be alone in the houfe 
while the miracle was working ; that. they might 
not be interrupted in what they were to do, by the 
creditor coming in upon them, or by neighbours, 
who would be for getting the oil from them-in the 
veffels they had lent them; and that the miracle 
might appear the plainer, no oil being brought 
into the houfe by any: and fhalt pour out into all 
thefe veffels ; out of the fingle pot of oil into all 
they borrowed : and thou fhalt fet afide that which 
ts full; by itfelf, and fill the reft of the empty 
ones. 
y¥. 5. So foe went from him, &e.\ And did as 
he advifed her, borrowed many empty veflels of 
‘her neighbours, having faith in what the prophet 
had faid to her: and fhut the door upon ber, and 
‘upon ber fous; and then went to work as fhe was 
directed, with her fons : who brought the veflels zo 
her; the empty ones fhe had borrowed: and she 
poured out, the oil out of her pot into them. 

x. 6. And it came to pafs when the veffels were 
full, &c.] For the oil being miraculoufly increafed 
as it was poured forth, there was enough to fill 
all the vefiels ; Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel fay, that 
when the pot was emptied, all the air that entered 
it was turned into oil : that /be faid to her fon, bring 
me yet a veffel ; as fhe had two fons, one it is pro- 


* Ut fupra. 
© Pirke Eliezer, ¢, 33. 


way to Samaria, Bethel and Fericho, 


5 Alex. ab Alex. Genial. Dier, 1, 6 ¢. to. 


| bable was employéd in fetting afide the full veffels, 


as fhe poured into them, and the other in bringing _ 
to’ her the empty vefiels, and to whom fhe thus, 
fpeaks : and he faid unto bers, there is not a vefel 
more ; not an empty one, they were all filled: and 
the oil ftayed; it ran no longer, it was no more — 
multiplied; there was no neceffity of continuing the 


/miracle : this oil may be an emblem of the grace 


that flows from the fulnefs of it in Chrift, to which 
it is compared, which will be always flowing, as 


and it is a common notion of the Yews, that this cre- flong as there is a veffel of falvation, or faith in any 
‘to receive it; fee Matt, xxv. 3. Fobmi. 14, 166 


E, LODB BM, 205276. me : 


y.7. Then foe came and told the man of God; &c.} 


quantity of oil fhe had, and advifed with him what 
was to done with it: and be faid, go, fell thy oil, 
and pay thy debt , what was thus miraculoufly pro- 
duced, was no doubt very good and excellent, arid 
would fetch a good price ; and fhe is therefore bid 
to,turn it into money, and pay her debts with it ; 
the was not to keep it all for her own ufe, and in- 
dulge to luxury with it, but firft pay her juft debt, 
as every one ought to do that is able: and live thom 
and thy children of the ref fo that it feems there 
was enough to pay her debt with it, rid her of her 
troubles, and fomewhat remaining for the fupport 
of herfelf and children. yr 
¥.8. And it fell on a day, &c.| Or fo it was at 
a certain time: that Elifha paffed to Shunem; a city 
in the tribe of [fachar ; of which fee Fo. xix. 18. 
where was @ great woman; of great wealth and 
riches, of great benevolence and hofpitality, and 
of great grace and piety ; that feared fin, as the 
Targum, paraphrafes it; a woman of great credit 
and reputation on all accounts. The Fews fay, 


the was the filter of Abi/hag the Shunamite, and the 


mother of Jddo the prophet: and jhe conftrained bint 


‘to eat bread; the had obferved him at all times 


pafs that way, and gueffed by his habit and deport- 
ment, that he was a religious man, and therefore 
took an opportunity to invite him into her houfe, 
and take a dinner with her; but he being modeft 
and fhy, fhe was obliged to ufe fome prefling lan- 


‘guage, and be importunate with him, that he would 


accept of her invitation, which he did; and fo it 
was, that as oft ashe paffed by, be turned in thither 
to eat bread, being made very welcome, and en- 
couraged by the free and kind entertainment he 
met with, as often as he had occafion to come that 
way, he called and took a meal with hers and this 
it, feems-was pretty often, for Shunem was not far 
from Carmel, which he frequented, and lay inghe 
es he often 
vifited, the {chools of the prophets being there. 

y. 9. And fhe faid unto her hufband, &c.) Not 
being willing to do any thing without his leave 
and. confent: Jehold, now I perceive that this is an 
boly man of God which paffeth by us continually ; 
and calls here frequently; this fhe perceived by 
his difcourfe and converfation ; and by his carriage 
and behaviour he appeared to be a prophet, and 
one very eminent for holinefs and religion. 

‘y. 10. Let us make alittle chamber, I pray thee, 
on the wall, &c.| Either of the city, to which 
their houfe might join, or of their garden, al 
diftance from the houfe s though the Few 
ters commonly underftand it of a little ed 
up of walls of ftone or bricks, and not 
reeds, or ftud and mud: Jet us fet for b 


: 


- ; 
3 Cornel, Nep, in vita Cimon. 1, oe 
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~ 


a : Re ec. ~~: ‘= ’ 
Ch. iv. vy. rr—2r. dL KINGS. 73% 
Bed, that he may ftay all night when he ‘pleafes : 
and a table , not only to eat his food, but to write 
‘on, and lay his books on he reads. Of the table 
of a fcholar of the wifemen, in later times, we 
‘are told‘, that two-thirds of it were’covered witha 
‘cloth, andthe other third was uncovered, on which 
ftood the plates and the herbs: and a ftool ; to fit 
upon at table: and a@ candleftick, with a candle in 
it, to light him in the night to read by, and the 
like: and it fhall be, when he cometh to us, that be 
Shall turn in thither ; where he would be free from 
the noife of the houfe, and be more retired for| 
prayer, reading, meditation and ftudy, and nor be 
difturbed with the fervants of the family, and be 
mixed with them ; all this fhe contrived, both for: 
his honour, and for his quietnefs and peace. 
y.11. Andit fell on a day, that he came thither, 
&c.] As he had been wont to-do: and he turned 
into the chamber; built for him, and to which he 
was directed : and Jay there; all night, and which 
no doubt was frequently repeated by him, he -ac- 
cepting of the kindnefs of his hoft. 
y.12. And be faid to Gebazt his fervant, &c.] 
Who attended him wherever he went, and miniftred 
to him, and lay very probably in the fame cham- 
ber with him ; he might be one of the fons of the 
prophets: call this Shunamite , tell her I defire to 
dpeak with her: and when be bad called ber, fhe 
‘fiood before him, at the door of the chamber, in 
great reverence of him, and with much humility, {fon born alive, and live. 
waiting to hear what he had tofay to her: this} w. 18. And when the child was grown, &c.| Per- 
muft be underftood after what had farther paffedjhaps was fix or feven years of age, or more: it 
between Elifoa and Gebazi, and between ‘Gebaxi|fell on a day that be went out to his father to .the 
and the woman, who returned to his mafter, and|reapers; it was harveft-time, .and the men were 
acquainted him with what fhe had faid to him,}reaping the corn in the fields ; and his father, tho” 
upon which he was fent to call her, and fhe came. ||a wealthy man, was with,them to dire¢t them, :and 
x¥.13. And he faid unto him, &c.| To Gebazi,|fee they did their bufinefs well, as Boaz ‘formerly; 
before he went to call her: fay now unto ‘ber, be-\and the child went out-from, the houfe to. the field, 
hold, thou haft been careful for us with all this care ,|to fee his father and the: reapers, for/his recreation 
in building a chamber, and furnifhing it with pro-|and diverfion. 
per houfhold-goods, and providing food for them] ¥..19. Andibe faid unto bis father, my head, my 
from time to time: what is to be done for thee ?\head, &c.] After he had been. fome,time with 
can any thing be thought of by thee that willjhim, he complained ofa pain in his head, which 
be acceptable, and in my mafter’s power to do}might be owing, as Abarbinel thinks, to the: fun’s 
for thee, or thy hufband? would thou be fpoken|beating upon it, being harveft-time, and hot-wea- 
for to the king, or to the captain of theboft ? that|ther ; and the pain being exceeding great and. ve- 
her hufband might be promoted to fome poft injhement, he repeated his complaint, fee Fer: iv..19. 
the court, or in the camp ; intimating, that if-ei-|and be-faid toa lad, carry \bim. home to, his mother ; 
ther of thefe was agreeable, Eli/ba would fpeak|his father gave orders,to,a Jad that attended the 
on his behalf, having intereft in both through his|reapers, to, have him home.to,his. mother, that fhe 
fervices in Edom: and fhe anfwered, I will dwell\might give him fomething.to eafe him. .of his 
among my own people ; fhe was content and fatisfied| pain. pe 
with her prefent ftate of life, and the firuation fhe} ¥.-20. And when he had ‘taken him, and brought 
was in, and with her friends and neighbours the} him to bis mother, 8c:] The lad led. him home, 
lived among, and did not care to remove, though|and delivered him to -his,mother: Fe fat on Aer 
it was to a higher rank of life, and to greater dig-| kuees til] noon, .and then died, out of her great af- 
nity and honour ; and fhe had no fuit to make to} fection, {he took -him ‘on her knees, and laid his 
the king or general, nothing to complain of; andjhead in her bofom. to footh the ‘pain, and in this 
fhe had friends enough to fpeak for her, fhould|pofture; he continued until the middle of the day, 
fhe want any ie hia) and then expired ; by which it appears, it-was in the 
¥.14. And be faid, &c.) That ‘is; Elisa to} morning when he went. into. the: field, .and.when 
Gebazi, when he returned to:him, and told him|the fun was pretty high, and beat ftrongly.qn, him, 
what the Shunamite faid: what then'is to be done for\which, it-may be,- produced a fever, and which 
“ber 2 fomething he thought fhould be done in gra-|iffued in his death. i. 
titude for the favours they had réceived, and ad-| y.-21. And she went .yp, &c.] Into, the little 
vifes with his fervant what could be thought of,|chamber built for the prophet: and Jaid him on the 
he being one about the houfe : and Gebazi anfwer-\bed of the man of God; not from any imagination 
_ ed, verily Joe bath no child, and ber bufband is old ;\of any «virtue invit, to; bring her child to life ; 
and fo not likely to have any by him ; as children|though fhe might -think. of the. pres and have 
bs. always very defirable by women, and efpeci-|faith that he ¢ould raife.it to li Cy as Elijah raifed 
can y in thofe days, the fervant fuggelts, that no|the widow of Zarephath’s fon laid on his neta 
; whic 


je to have one would be very acceptable td 
er. ‘ . 

Y. 15. And he faid, call ber, &c. } Perhaps 
finding an.impulfe on his own mind from the Spi- 
rit of God, that this was the thing to be done tor 
her: and when be bad éalled ber, foe flood in the 
door; of his chamber; fee the note on ¥. 12. 

¥. 16. And he faid about this feafon, 8c.) In the 
next year: according to the time of life; the utual 
time women go with child: thou fhalt embraie a 
fon s in thine arms, that fhall be born of thee; 
which fhe fhould have in her lap, and in’ her bo- 
fom : and jhe faid, nay, my lord, do not lie unto 
thine bandimaid ; or {peak unto her what was not 
truth; it was fo great, and/fo unaccountable, how it 
could. be in her circumftances, that fhe could not be- 
lieve itto be true, though fhe withed it might; or 
do not deceive me with vain and falfe words, or 
flatter me, jeft with me, which would be. unbe- 
coming his charagter as a man of God, and pro- 
phet of the Lord; according to the Targum, fhe 
wifhed it might prove true, and fhe not deceived ; 
fee vy. 28. 

¥.17. And the woman conceived, and bare a fon 
at the feafon that Elifoa faid unto ber, &c.] Quick- 
ly after this the conceived, and became pregnant, 
and by that time the year came.round, fhe was 
brought to bed of afon: according to the time of 
Life; when fhe had gone her full time to have a 


tT, Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 57. 2. 


om 
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which fhe might Have heatd ; but this’being a pri-{ 


vate room, and into which none went, fhe laid it 
here to conceal its death from her hufband and fa- 
imily, and to prevent grief, and that they might 
not bury it until fhe returned: and fbut the door 
sipon bim; that no creature might enter, and do 
any damage to his corps: and went out ; not out 
of the chamber, that fhe did Before fhe fhut the 
door, but out of the houfe. 

y¥. 22. And fhe called unto ber bufoand, &c.] In 
the field, who might be within call, or by a mef- 
fenger fhe fent to him: agd faid, Send me, I pray 
thee, one of the young men, and one of the affes, that 
J may run tothe man of God, and come again; inti- 
mating that fhe fhould not be long gone, but 
fhould return again prefently; faying not a word of 
the'death of the child, or of the oecafion of her 


oing. 
¥. 23. And he faid, Wherefore wilt thou go to him 
to-day? 8c.}] What reafon is there for it? what 
is the meaning of it? it is weither new-moon, nor 
fabbath , neither the firft day of the month, nor the 
feventh day of the week, times which were reli- 
gioufly obferved; fo with the heathens the new 
moon and the 7th of the week, and fo the 4th were 
facred *; which notions they borrowed from the 
Fews, fee the note on 1 Sam. xx. 5. and when, it 
feems, it was ufual to frequent the houfe of the 
prophet, to hear the word of God sread and ex- 
plained, and other religious exercifes performed, 
as praying and finging praife, and receiving fome 
good inftructions and advice. ‘Fofeph Kimchi gives 
a different fenfe of thefe words: ‘ there is’ nota 
month paft, no not a week, fince thou faweft him;”? 
_why therefore fhouldft thou be in fuch hafte to go 
~ ‘to him? fo the words for new-moon and fabbath 
may fignify : and fhe faid, It thall be wel/; it was 
right for ‘her to go, and it would be well for him 
-and her, and the family; or, peace “, be eafy and 
quiet, farewel: it is much he had no miftruft of 
‘the death of the child, or that it was worfe, fince 
it went from him ill. + 
¥. 24. Then fhe faddled an afs, &c.| Her fer- 
vant did‘it by her order: and faid to ber fervant, 
Drive, and go forward; make all the hafte he 
‘could: flack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee; 
don’t be afraid of riding too faft for me; if thou 
doft, I’ll tell thee; till then, keep on a good pace: 
Abarbinel fays fhe walked’ a-foot all the way, and 
’ ordered the man not to flacken his pace in riding 
for her, unlefs fhe called to him; andthe Targum 
feems to favour this fenfe, ‘* don’t prefs me to ride 
~ unlefs I call to thee ;” fo that the afs was for Elijah 
to ride on; but one would think, that as fhe was in 
hafte, quicker difpatch would be. made by her 
riding than by walking, fee y. 22. 9 
‘ y. 25. So foe went, and came unto the man of God 
' at mount Carmel, &c.] Where Elijab uled to be, 
and where perhaps was a fchool of the’ prophets ; 
* this, according to Bunting *, was 16 miles from 
Shunem: and it came to pafs when the man of God 
faw ber afar off; as he might from the eminence 


of the mountain : that he faid to Gebazi bis fervant, | 


Behold, yonder is that Shunamite ; that has fo often 

~ and fo hofpitably entertained us at her-houfe. 
¥. 26. Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, &c.] 
In refpeé&t to her, and to know the occafion of her 
coming ; fomething’is the caufe of it: and fay unto 
her, Is it well with thee? is it well with: thy buf- 


* Hefiod. Opera & Dies, 1. 2. be mde. ax, 
* Vid, Barthjum ad Claudian, de raptu Proferpin. 1. 1. pee. 


befallen thee, thy ,hufband, or the. child ?, aie 
in good health ? or does any diforder attend any of 
them ? aad foe anfwered, It is well, as in general 
they were, the greateft part, fhe and her hufban 
and though the child was dead, yet, if ge 
heaven; as fhe might hope, it was well too; ang 
right to judge and fay, that all that the Lord 


, oo» 
is well: fhe gives a fhort anfwer to he fn . 
f 


not being willing to be detained, and being defiro 
of telling her cate to the prophet himéelf. . ae 
¥. 27. And when foe came to the man of God te 
the hill, &c.| To the top of it: sre caught him by 
the feet, in reverence.to him, and, as a fupplicant, 
fhe proftrated herfelf at his feet, and, out of affec- 
tion to him, caught hold on them, and held them 
faft, and determined not to.leave him, until he-had- 
promifed to go with her, fee Matt. xxviii. 9. Tt 
was ufual with the, Fers to lay hold on and kifs the 
feet or knees of thoie to whom they did homage, 
or made fupplication, fee Matt. xxviii. 9. Luke vii. 
38. and the note there; and {fo with the Greeks, as 
may be obferved in yarious paflages in, Homer ¥ and 
others: but Gebaxi came. near ta thruft her away, 
as being troublefome and dilagreeable to his ma- 
fter,-and not for her honour .and. credit: @ad the 
man of God faid, Let her alone, for her foul is vexed 
within her ; or is bitter *, full of trouble and di- 
ftrefs, and knows not, what to do, nor very well 
what fhe does: and the Lord hath hid it from me, 
and hath not told me; what. is the caufe of this her 
trouble ; for prophets did not know, things of 
themfelves, nor had they the. vifion of prophecy at 
their will and pleafure, but according to the will of. 
God. . rate 
¥..28. Then fhe faid, Did I defire a fon of my 
lord? &c.J It was,not,at her requeft fhe had one, 
at leaft the firft motion was not from her ; the pro- 
phet firft told her, and affured her fhe fhould haye 
one, without her afking for it; fhe might be 
pleafed with it, and defire the promife might be 
fulfilled; but it was not an inordinate, importunate 
defire-of one, in which fhe had exceeded, that fo 
the taking it away from her, might bea correction 
of her. for it: did I not fay, Do not deceive me? b 
giving hopes of a child, and yet have none; and 
now it, was equally the fame, or worfé, to have 
one, and then to have it taken away again as foon 
as had almoft; fo the Targum, ** Did I not fay 
unto thee, if a child is given me, let it live, if nor, 
don’t trouble or grieve me ;” and then, no doubt, 
fhe told him plainly the child was dead, and where 
fhe had Jaid it, though not recorded. = 
¥. 29. Then he faid to Gebaxi, Gird up thy loi IS, 
&c.] . His loofe and long garments about h 


after-mentioned; if thou. meet ony ga 
anfwer bii 


the would no 
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with his fervant, but infifted upon it 
felf went with her, or the would no 
be arofe, and Jollowed ber; influenced by her 
, importunity, and a fenfe of favours he had re- 
ceived from her, and more efpeciall y by the Spirit 
» of God. 

¥. 31. And Gehazi paffed on before them, &c. ] 
The prophet and the Shunamite: and loid the faff 
upon the face of the child; as he was ordered: but 
there was neither voice nor bearing, it feems as if 
he {poke when he laid the ftaff on the child, but it 
heard and anfwered- him not, fo that there was no 
fign of life in it: wherefore be went again to meet 
kim; upon.the road between Carmel and Shunem : 
and told him, faying, The child is not awaked ; by 
which he exprefles its being dead; or, if he knew 
nothing. of its death, he fuppofed it faft afleep, 
which was the reafon of its not hearing and an- 
fwering, though the former feems beft. 

¥. 32. And when Elifha’was come into the boufe, 
&c.] Of the, Shunamite, and into the chamber 
buile for him: debold, the child was dead, and laid 
upon the bed; upon his bed, and where he found it 
really dead, . 

¥. 33. He went. in therefore, and fout the door 
upon them twain, &c.) Himfelf and‘ the “dead 
child; that no body might come in and interrupt 
him in his prayers for the reftoration of it to life, 
nor fee the motions and geftures he ufed, and the 
pottures he put himfelf in: and prayed unto the 
Lord ; that he would reftore the child to life. 

¥. 34. dnd he went up, &c.] To the bed, 
which was on an afcent in the chamber, fee the note 
on ch, i. 4. and lay upon the childs as Elijah did on 
the widow’s fon of Zarephath, 1 Kings xvii. 21. 
and put his mouth upon bis mouth, and bis eyes upon 
bis eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and Stretched 
bimfelf upon the child, that is, he did each of thefe 
one after another, fince the difproportion of their 
bodies would not admit of their being done toge- 
ther: and the floh of the child waxed warm; not 
from any virtue imparted to it by thefe motions 
and actions of the prophet, but from life being 
infufed into. it by the Lord, which caufed an heat 
in the feveral parts of the body. 

¥. 35. Then he returned and walked in the boufe to 
and fro, &c.}~ Left the chamber, and came down 
to the houle where the family chiefly refided, and 
walked to and fro in deep thought and meditation, 
and, no doubt, in fervent ‘ejaculations for the 
wifhed-for bleffing to be compleated : and went Up 
to the chamber, again, and ‘up to the bed init : 
and Stretched bimfelf upon him as before: | and. the 
child neefed feven times; which was-a fign of life, 
and even of health; and: hereby his head was 
cleared, as fome obferve, of thafe humours. that 


had caufed the pains init *, and had ifued ih death - 


and the child opened bis eyes) upon the prophet, 
another fign:of life.» a Sed 

y. 36. And be called Gebazi, and Jaid, Cail ibis 
Shunamite, &c.| To come up to the chamber to 
him: fo be called her: and <when foe was come in 
unto him, be feid, Take up thy Jon; from off the 
bed, alive, fafe, and found: 


¥. 37. Then foe went in, and fell at bis feet, and 
bowed herfelf to the ground, &c.]\ In reverence of 


him, and with the moft. profound gratitude and 
} thankfulnefs for the mercy received : and took up 


2 Vie . Piin. Nat. Hilt. 1. 28. c. 6. Asiftot, Problem. §. 33. 
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» that hehim-! ber fon, and went out; of the cha 
t depart: and} houfe, 
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mber into her 
with great joy and gladnef, 

¥. 38. And Elifoa came again to Gilgal, &e.] 
Where he was with Elijzh a little before hi; al- 
fumption to heaven, ch. ii, 1. and whither he 
went, there being a fchool of the prophets, as he 
did to all places where there were any, and where’ 
he had been before with Elijah ; partly to inftrua, 
encourage, and ftrengthen them, and partly to 
confirm his office as a prophet by miracles, which 
he did in feveral places he ¢ame to: and there was 
@ dearth in the land; a famine through drought : 
and the Jons of the prophets were fitting before bim ; 
as difciples before their matter, fee 4s xxii. a 
and he jaid unto bis fervant ; very probably Gebazi : 
Set on the great pot, and [eethe pottage for the fons of 
the prophets ; who feemed to haye lived together in 
one houfe or college, and to be to the number of 
100, fee ¥. 43. and therefore required to have a 
large pot fet on to boil pottage for them all. 

¥. 39. And one went out into the fields to gather 
herbs, &c.| To put into the pottage, the gardens - 
affording none in this time of dearth ; or, how- 
ever, being fcarce, were at too great a price for 
the fons of the prophets to purchafe them, and 
therefore one of them went out. into the field to 
gather what common herbs he could: and found a 
wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap- 
full; thought to be the fame with Cologuintida, the 
leaves of which are yery like to a vine, of a ve 
bitter tafte, and a very violent purgative, which, 
if not remedied, will produce ulcerations in the 
bowels, and iffue in death; fome think the white 
bryar or white vine is meant, the colour of whofe. 
berries is very inviting to look at, but very bitter 
and ungrateful, and it vehemently purges °; the 
Arabs call a fort of mufhroom that is white and 
foft by this name ‘, but cannot be meant here, be- 
caufe it has no likenefs to a wild vine: and came 
and fored them into the pot of pottage; cut or chop- 
ped them fmall, and put them into the pot: for 
they knew them not; what they were, the nature 
and virtue of them, being unfkilful in botany. 

¥. 40. So they poured out for the mex to eat, &c.]} 
When thé pottage was boiled, they poured it out 
into difhes or bafons, for the fons of the prophets 
to eat: and it came to pafs as they were eating of the 
pottage, that they cried out, and faid, O thou man of 


| God, there is death in the pot poifon, the caule of 


death ; the pottage was fo exceeding bitter, that 
they concluded there muft be fome poifonous ‘herb 
in it; and Coloquintida js {o bitter, that it is called 
the gall of the earth: and they could not eat thereof : 
they left off eating, it being fo very difacreeable, 
and, as they fuppofed, dangerous, ay 

¥. 41. But be faid, Then bring meal: and he caft 
it into the pot, &c.] And ftirred it about in it} 
and be fatd, Pour out for the people, that they may 
eat;.as they now might freely, and without any 
danger, as he intimated : and there was no harm in 
the pots or any thing that could do any hurt or 
mifchief to the health of men ; ‘this was not owing 
to the natural virtue of méal, but to a miraculous 
power attending it, whereby the portage was cured 
of its malignity, as the bad waters of ‘Yericho were 
by falt, ina preceding miracle. 

¥. 42. And there came a man from Baal-falifoa, - 
&c.] | OF which place fééthe’ note on-1 Sam. ix. 4. 


the 
qu. 9, » Vid. Scheuchzer, Phyfic. Sacr. vol, 4, 
9A 
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the Targum is from the fouth country : end brought 
the man of God bread of the firft-fruits, 20 loaves of 
barley; fo that it was now barley-harveft, and this 
the firft-fruits of it, which, according to the law, 
Lev. xxiii. 10. was to be brought to the prieft; 
but being forbid in the land of J/rael going up to 
Ferufalem, religious men brought their firtt-fruits 
to the prophets, and here to Elifha, the father of 
them ; believing it would be difpenfed with, and 
acceptable, fince they were not allowed to carry 
them to the proper perfon ; and in this time of fa- 
mine was very agreeable to the man of God, fup- 
pofing it only a prefent: and full ears of corn in the 
hufk thereof , thefe were green ears of corn, which 
they ufed to parch; but might not be eaten until 
the firft-fruits were offered, and then they might, 
Lev. xxiii. 14. the Targum renders it, in bis gar- 
ment, in the fkirt of his clothes; and to the fame 
purpofe are the Syriac and Arabic verfions 5 and fo 
‘¥archi interprets it; and Ben Gerfom fays, it figni 
fies fome vetlel in which he brought them: and he 
faid, Give unto the people that they may eat; Elia 


ps ad % 
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did not referve this offering or prefent for himelf, 
but as he had freely received, he freely gave.. 
¥. 43. And bis fervitour faid, &c.) His fer- 
vant Gebazi very probably: What, should 1 fet this 
before 100 men? for fo many, it feems, the fons of 
the prophets were in this place; and thefe loaves 
being very fmall, no more, it is thought by fome, 
than one man could eat, and the ears of corn but 


few, the fervant fuggefts they would be nothing — 


comparatively to fuch a company of men: he faid 


again, Give the people that they may eat; he infifted » 


upon it that his orders fhould be obeyed; for thus 


faith the Lord, They foall eat, and fall leave there- . 


of; it was fuggefted to him by a fpirit of prophe 
there would be enough for thes a to aR fs 

X. 44. So be fet it before them, &c.} The twenty 
barley-loaves, and the full ears of corn: and they 
did eat, and left thereof, according to the word of the 
Lord; as the difciples did at the miracle of the 
loaves and fifhes; though that muft be allowed to 
be a greater miracle than this, Maét. ‘xiv, 
I7—21. 


CHAP: V: 


HIS chapter gives an, account of the leprofy 

of Naamanthe Syrian, and of the cure of it by 
Elifha; how he came to hear of him, and the re- 
commendation he had from the king of Syria to the 
king of Jrael, ¥. 1—8. who, coming to Elifha’s 
houfe, was ordered to dip himfelf feven times in 
Fordan, which made him depart in wrath ; but one 
of his fervants perfuaded him to doit, and he did, 
and was cured, ¥. 9—14. upon which he returned 
to Elifha, and offered him a prefent, which he re- 
fufed, ¥. 15—19. but Gebazi, his fervant, ran 
after him with a lie in his mouth, and obtained it, 
and returned to his mafter with another, for which 
he was fmitten with the leprofy of Naaman, y. 
20—-27. 


of Ifrael a little maid ; for boys and girls were a 


part of the booty of fuch robbers, whom they could - 


fell for money, fee Yoel iit. Farchi and Kimchi fay 
the was a girl of Naaron, a city fo called: and fe 
waited on Naaman’s wife + being either made a pre- 
fent of to the general by thofe plunderers, or was 
bought by him of them for his wife’s fervice. 

¥. 3. And fhe faid unto ber mifirefs, 8c.) As 
fhe was waiting upon her at a certain time, and 
perhaps her miftreis was lamenting the cafe of her 
hufband as defperate and incurable: Weuld God my 
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria; 
meaning Lli/ba, who, though fometimes in one 
place, and fometimes in another, yet often at Sa- 
maria, and it feems was there when this girl was 
taken captive: for be would recover him of his le- 


Ch.v. %1—5. 


x. 1. Now Naaman captain of the boft of| profy; the maid had heard of the miracles wrought 
the king of Syria, &c.] The general of Benba-| by Elijba, and doubted not that at the requeft of 
dad’s army ; for be was now king of Syria, though|her lord he would be willing, as fhe belieyed he 
fome think Hazael his fucceffor was: was g great} was able, to cure him of this difeafe. 
man with his mafter; high in his favour and efteem:} y.4. And one went in and told his Lord &c.} 
and honourable; not only acceptable to the king,| What the girl had faid to her miftrefs ; one ‘of the 
and loaded with honours by him, but greatly re-|fervants of the houfe that overheard it; or rather; 
{pected by all ranks and degrees among the people : | Naaman went and told his lord the king of Syria; 
becaufe by him the Lord had given deliverance unto | for as this was faid to his wife, no doubt e told it 
Syria; out of the hands of their enemies, and vic-|to her hufband, and not a fervant ; and the fol- 
tory over them, and particularly in the laft battle | lowing words require this fenfe, and is the fenfe of 
with J/rael, in which Ahab was flain, and, as the| moft fewi/o commentators : Saying, Thus and thus 
Jews fuppofe, by the hands of Naaman, fee the | faid the maid that is of the land of Tirael, who for 
note on 1 Kings xxii. 34. however, when any fal-|her wit and beauty might be well known at 
vation: is wrought, or victory obtained, even by|court by the name of the Jraehtiff girl. 
heathens, and by them over J/rael, the people of] y. 5. Aud the king of Syria Jaid, Go to, £0, 8:c.] 
God, it was of the Lord: be was alfo a mighty|On what Naaman related to him from what the 
man in valour, a very courageous, valiant man: | maid had faid, he urged him by all means to go 


but he was @ leper; was ftricken with the leprofy, 
which had deformed and difgraced his perfon, and 
weakened his ftrength, and difpirited him ; all his 
grandeur and honour coyld not protect him from 
this loathfome difeafe. 

¥.2. And the Syrians had gone out by companies, 
&c.] Not regular troops, but a fort of banditti 
of robbers, which made excurfions into the land of 
Jjrael, to plunder and carry off what booty they 
could: aud had brought away captive out of the land 


# De ponder, & pret. 


directly to Samaria: and I will fend a letter unto the. 
king of JI/rael; recommending him to ufe his in- 
tereft in his behalf; this was Jeboram the fon of 
Abab: and he departed , fet out on his journey im- 
mediately, as foon as he could conveniently: and 
took with him 10 talents of filver, and 6000 pieces 


of gold; partly for the expences of hia goniey 


and partly to make prefents to the king of J/rael’s — 


fervants, and efpecially to the prophet ; a talent of 


filver, according: to Brerewood *, was 375 pounds — 
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‘ef our money ; but, according to bifhop Cumber- 
land’s * exact calculation, it was 353/. 115. 10d. 4 
the pieces of gold are, by the Targum, called gol: 
den pence, and a golden penny, according to the 
firft of the above writers ‘, was, of the value of 
our money 15 fhillings; fo chat thefe amounted to 
4500 pounds fterling: and ten changes of raiment : 
both for his own ufe, and for prefents. 
_ ¥. 6. And he brought the letter to the king of If- 
‘racl, faying, &c.) The contents of which were fo 
far as it concerned Naaman and his café, which are 
only obferved, thefe: Now when this letter is come 
unto thee; was received byhim: debold, I have there- 
with fent Naaman my fervant unto thee, the bearer 
of it: that thou mayeft recover him of bis leprofy; 
meaning not he himfelf, but that he would recom- 
mend him to the care of a proper perfon, his pro- 
phet, and enjoin him to do the heft he could for 
him; but the king of J/rael miftook his meaning, 
as appears by what follows. 

X. 7. And it came to pafs, when the king of Ifrael 
bad.read the letter, that be rent his clothes, &c.] 
As one in great diftrefs, being thrown into perple 
xity of mind by it, not knowing what to do; or, 
as fome think, at the blafphemy he fuppofed to be 
in it, requiring that of him which only God could 
do: and faid, Am I God, to kill and to make alive ; 
or have the power of life and death, which only 
belongs to the Supreme Being: that this man doth 
fend unto me to recover a mag of bis leprofy; fora 
leper was reckoned as one dead, his difeafe incura- 
ble, his flefh upon him being mortified by it, fee 
Numb. xii. 12. and therefore not fuppofed: to be in 
the power of man, only of God, to cure; and 
therefore, in J/rae/, none had any thing to do with 
the leper but the prieft, in the name of God: 
wherefore confider, Ipray you, and fee bow be feeketb 
a@ quarrel againft me; to pick a quarrel with him, 
in order to go to war with him as he fuppofed. 
This feems to have been fpaken to his lords and 
courtiers about him, 

¥. 8. And it was {o, when Elifha the man of God 
bad beard that the king of Ifrael had rent bis clothes, 
£cc.] And upon what account : ¢hat be fent to the 
king, faying, Wherefore aft thou rent thy clothes ? and 
thereby expreffed fo much concern and diftrefs : 
let bim come now to me, meaning Naaman the Sy- 
rian leper: and be Joall know that there is a pbb 
in Ifrael; able in the name of the Lord to work 
miracles, which he fhould be fenfible of and ac- 
knowledge, to the glory of the God of Irael, by 
the cure that fhould be wrought upon him; and 
hereby he taxed the king of J/rae/ with ignorance 
or neglect of him as a prophet. 

¥. 9. So Naaman came with bis horfes, and with 
bis chariot, &c.} In his chariot drawn by horfes ; 
or with horfemen and chariots, a great retinue both 
for his own grandeur, and for the honour of the 

rophet, and to make him the more sefpectable by 
a : and flood at the door of the house of Eliha; 
who now dwelt at Gilgal, as is probable, fee ch. 
iv. 38. hither Naaman was directed, and here he 
ftopped ; and having fent a meflenger to E/i/ha to|takes its rife from Lebanon, and fliding through the 
acquaint him who he was, and what was his bufi- }faid plain, falls into the Syrian fea. Benjamin of 
nefs, he ftayed waiting for an anfwer. Tudela ' {peaks of thefe rivers under, their fcrip- 

y. 10. “nd Elifba ent a meffenger unto him, &cc.\\ture-names; Abana or Amana, as he fays, 
Or returned an anfwer by Neaman’s meffenger ; he| paffes through the city, and fupplies the houfes of 
did not go out to him, chufing to be retired, as} great men with water through wooden pipes ; and 
he: commonly did; and being perhaps employed in| Pharphar is without the city, and runs among the 
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prayer for the gure ; and it may be alfo to thew hig 
contempt of, or little regard he had to worldly 
grandeur and honour, as well as to mortify the 
pride of Naaman: faying, go and wafh in Fordan 
fewen times ; fo according to the law of the clean- 
fing the leper, he was to be fprinkled {even times, 
and onthe feventh day his flefh was to be bathed 
or dipped all over in water, which is meant by 
wafhing here, Lev. xiv. 7, 9.,and thy flefh fhall 
come again to thee ; which was eaten and confumed 
by the difeafe on him: and thou fhalt be clean; 
freed from this pollution, or filthy difeafe, with 
which he was defiled; for a leper was reckoned 
unclean, Lev. xiii. 3. mdi 

¥.11. But Naaman was wroth with him, &c.} 
On more accounts than one: and went away, not 
to Jordan, but from the prophet’s houfe, with an 
intention to return to his own country : debold, 2 
thought be will furely come out to me; this he faid 
within himfelf, making no doubt of it, but that 
he would fhew him fo much refpect and civility as 
to come out of his houfe to him, and converfe 
with him, or invite him into it; and not doing 
this, was one thing made him wroth: aud ftand ; 
he fuppofed that he would not only come out, but 
{tand before him, as inferiors before their fuperiors 
in reverence, but inftead of that he remained fit- 
ting within doors: and call on the name of the Lord 
his God, he expected, that as he was a prophet of 
the Lord, that he would have prayed to him for 
the cure of him: and firike bis baud over the place ; 
wave his hand to and fro, as the word fignifies, 
over the place of the leprofy, as the Targum, ‘over 
the place affected with it; or towards the place 
where he worfhipped the Lord, as Bex Gerfom, to- 
ward the temple at Yeru/alem; or towards Fordan, 
the place where he bid him go and wafh, as 
Abarbinel ; but the firft fenfe feems beft: and re- 
cover the leper ; meaning himfelf, heal him by the 
ufe of fuch means and rites. 

¥, 12. Are not Abana and Pharphar, rivers of 
Damafeus, better than all the waters of Ifrael, &c. | 
Abana is in the marginal reading, called Amana, 
and fo the Targum perhaps from the mount Amana, 
from whence it fprung, a mountain in Syria *, men- 
tioned with Lebanon, Cant. iv. 8. This river is 
thought to be the Chry/orrboas of Pliny *, and other 
writers ; there are ng traces of its name, or of the 
following, to be met with now, the only river by 
Damafcus is called Barrgdy, which fupplies Dama/- 
cus and its gardens, and makes them fo fruitful 
and pleafant as they be; jt pours down from the 
mountains, as Mr. Maundrel' defcribes it, and is 
divided into three ftreams, of which the middle- 
moft and biggeft runs directly to Damaj/cus, thro? 
a large field, called the field of Damafcus ; and the 
other two are drawn round, the one to the right- 
hand, and the other to the left, on the borders of 
the gardens. Pharpbar is thought * to be the river 
Oroutes, which runs clofe tg the walls of Autioch, 
and courfes through its large and fpacious plain, 
being numbered among the rivers of Syria; it 


gardens 

® Seripture-weights and meafures, ¢.4. p. t20. * Utfapra, ©. 3. ¢ Tacit. Annal. 1, ¢. 83- » Nat, 

Fiié. I.5.:c. 18.0 + Journey from Aleppo, p. 122, $23. » © Cartwright’s Preacher’; Is, p. 7, 8. Hiller. 
‘Pnomatt, Sacr. p, gos, + Itinerar. p. 55, Trave 


A f . | oh oh $ ‘ 
- 


wae ae “* 


736 If Kv 


gardens and orchards, and waters them.- Farfar 
is alfo the name of a’river in Italy” : ‘may I not wajh 
ia them, and be clean ?. as well as in Fordans or ra- 
ther, fince they are better.waters, and fo not have 
been at this trouble and expence to come hither ; 
or have Inot wafhed in them every day? I have, 
and am I clean? I am not; which is the fenfe the 
feveral Jewi/h writers give’: fo be turned, and went 
away it arages in.a great paflion, {wearing and 
curling perhaps, ordering his chariot-driver to turn 
and be gone at once. 

. y. 13. And bis fervant came near, and fpake unto 
kim, and faid, my father, &c.] Or my lord, as 
the Targum; this being not a familiar and affec- 
tionate expreflion, but a term, of honour, reve- 
rence and fubmiffion : if the prophet bad bid thee 
do ‘fome great thing, wouldft thou not have done it? 
fomething that was hard and difficult to be done, 
or painful to bear, to go through fome fevere 
operation, or difagreeable courfe of phyfick : bow 
much rathir then when be faith to thee, wafb, and 
be clean ? which is fo ealy to be done; though 
Abarbinel obferves it may be interpreted, the pro- 
phet has bid thee do a great thing, and which is 
wonderful ; for though he has faid, wafh and be 
clean, confider it a ‘great thing, and which is a 
wondgrful myftery, and therefore don’t defpile his 
cure. 

y. 14. Then went be down, and dipped. bimfelf 
feven times in Jordan, according to the faying of the 
man of God, &c.] He liftened’ to the reafoning 
of his fervant, and his paffion fubfided, and did 
as the prophet ordered him: and his ficloh came 
again like unto the flefh of a little child, clear and 
frefh, foft and tender as an infant, quite new flefh: 
and be was clean, from the leprofy, aad all the 
filthy fymptoms of it. 

¥.15. And be returned tothe man of God, ke and 
all bis company, &c.] To give him thanks for the 
advice he had given him, and by him to give 
thanks to God for the cure he had received ; ior 
he was fenfible it was from the Lord, as his words 
fhow : and came and ftood before him, for being 
admitted into the prophet’s houfe, inftead of the 
prophet ftanding before him, as he before expec- 
ted, he now ftood before the prophet in veneration 
of him, and fenfible of his obligation to him : de- 
held, now I know there is no God in all the earth, 
but in Ifrael, though he did not before, bur his 
cure fully convinced him of it: J pray thee, take 
a blefing of thy fervant ; nota wifh of health and 
happinefs, which the prophet would not. have re- 
fuled, -but a prefent ; the Targum calls it an of- 
fering. ; 

x. 16. But be faid, as the Lord liveth, before 
whom I fiand, &c.| Whofe minifter and’ prophet 
he was, and by whom he fwears: J «will receive 
none , to let him know that this cure was not to 
be attributed to him, but the Lord only ; and that 
what concern he had in it was not for the. fake of 
money, but for the glory of the God of J/rae/: 
and be urged bim to take it, but he refufed it; 
Naaman was very preffing upon him to receive a 
‘gift from him, but he could not be prevailed upon 
to accept it. ; 

y, 17. And Naaman faid, hall there not then, I 


earib 2 &c.y Not that he defired of E/i/ba that he 
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the hand of one-of his officers, either t 
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. indulged in his continuance of 8s adem 
pray thee, be given to thy fervant two mules burden of| the idol along with his mafter ; nor | 
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would fuffer his fervant Gehazi to receive a pre q 
as much as two mules could carry; but inafmue 
as the prophet refufed a prefent from him, his fer- 
vant, he afks a favour of him, that he woul 
mit him to take with him, out of the land o 
rael, as much earth as two mules could car 
is, to make an altar of earth, as the nex w 
indicate : but as he might have this any where v 
out the prophet’s leave, fome Jeex/h writers t 
he requefted it from his own houfe, and from he 
place his feet trod on, as conceiving in, afuper- 
ititious way that there was a fort of holinefs in it ; ' 
or however, that wherefoever he had it, if with - 
the prophet’s leave, a blefing would go with it, 
or that would be a fort of a confecration of it; and 
having an altar made of the earth of this land, 
would fhew that he was in the faith of the fame 
God, and performed the fame worfhip to him J/- 
rael did: for thy servant will henceforth offer nei- 
ther burnt- offering, nor facrifice unto other gods, but 
unto the Lord; hence the Jews fay, he became a 
profelyte of righteoufnelg®, embraced the’ true re> 
rding 
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ligion, and the worfhip of the true Ged, ace 
to the laws given to I/rae/; and the following words 
rightly underftood, confirm the fame. vjhe “ay 

x. 18. In this thing the Lord pardon thy fervant, 
&c.] Which he next mentions, and on account 
of which he defires the prayers of Elij/ha for him, 
as the Vulgate Latin verfion ; or it may be, this is 
a prayer of his own, put up at this time to the 
true Jehovah, in whom he believed: that when © 
my mafter ; meaning the king of Syria: gogtb into. 
the boufe of Rimmon to worfhip there, and he leaneth 
on my hand, and I bow myjfelf in the houfe of Rim- 
mon, when 1 bow down myfelf in the houfe of Rim- 
mon, the Lord pardon thy fervant in this thing, the 
houle of Rimmon was a temple of an idol of that 
name; what idol’ ir was is not eafy to fay; the 
Septuagint verfion. calls it Remman, thought by | ~ 
fome to be the fame with Rempban, AGs vii. 43. a ~ 
name of Saturn, faid to be given him from a Greek 
word, which fignifies to wander*, he being placed. 
among the wandering ftars inthe fupreme heavens; 
which is not likely, for the word is certainly of a 
Syriag fignification, and comes either from ty 
which fignifies 4igh, and fo the fame with Eloun, 
the Phenician deity, called the moft high"; of as ~~ 
Rimmon is uted for a pomegranate, this is thought 
to defign the Syrian goddels, to whom this fort of 
fruit, was facred ; or Yano, whofe ftatue in her tems 
ple at Mycenas*, had a pomegranate in one hand ; 
or rather this Rimmon was Fupiter Caffius, fo called 
from mount Cafius, which divided Sria from 
Egypt, who is painted with his hand ftretched out, 
and a pomegranate in it‘; and may be the fame 
with Captor, the father of the Caphtorim, Gen. x, 
14. who might be deified after his death, their 
names; Rimmon and Caphtor, being of the fame 
fignification ". But be this deity as if may, ity 
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worfhipped by the Syriams; and when the } 
Syrig went in to worfhip, he ufed to Ie 


or for ftate-fake, in which office Vaamay 
his requeft to the prophet, or to the Lo 


the worfhip of it, when he really 
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not; nor to be excufed diy evil'in the difcharge of{ tion, might have feen through ; but his. heart was 
his pot and office ; but fer the pardon of the fin of} fo filled with gratitade for the benefit received, 
idolatry he had been guilty of, of which he was|that he was glad.of ah opportunity, at any rate, of 
truly fenfible, now fincerely acknowledges, and de-| fhewing refpect to the prophet. . 
fires forgivenefs of ; and fo Dr. Lightfoot”, and| y. 23. Aud Naaman aid, Be content, &c.] . Or 
fome others *, interpret it; and’to this fenfe the) be pleafed ; don’t object to it: take two talents; a 
~words may be rendered, when my majter went in to\talent for each "young man, which amounted to 
the houje of Rimmon to worflip there, which was| between 3 and 400 pounds a piece : and bé urged ; 
his ufual cuftoms and heleaned on my hand, which|preffed Kim hard, infifted upon his taking them, 
was the common form in which he was introduced | who might pretend a great deal of modefty, and a 
into it ; and I worfipped in the boufe of Rimmon,| tri regard to his:matter’s orders : and bound ‘two 
as his mafter did, for the fame word is ufed here} talents of filver in two bags, with two changes of gar- 
as before; in as much, or Jeeing I bave worfhipped| ments; for each young man : .and laid them upon 
in the boufe of Rimmon, have been guilty of fuch| two of bis fervants ; the fervants,of Naaman, not 
grols idolatry ; the Lord, I pray, forgive thy fer-\chufing to burden E/ifba’s fervant with them ; for 
went in ibis thing, the language of a true peni-|fuch a quantity of money and clothes. was pretty 
rene. jbeavy: and they bare them before him; both for his 
y¥. 19. And he faid unto him, &c.] That is,|eafe, and for his honour, 
the prophet faid to Naaman: Go in peace, in peace| y¥.24. And whem hé came to the tower, &c.] 
of mind; be affured that God has pardoned this|Of Samaria, or which was near it; a fortified 
and all other tranigreflions; fo be departed from him| place, and where was a-watch, to whom he could 
@ little way; about a mile, as the Zarguim, and fo} fafely commit the money and clothes: 4e took them 
other Fewi/h writers; of this phrafe, fee the note on| from their hand, not willing they fhould go any 
Gea. xxkv. 16. fome fay a land’s length, that is,| farther with him, left.the aftair fhould be difcover- 
about t20 feet; rather it was 1000 cubits, or halfled to his mafter: and beflowed them in the houfe s 
a mile. 4 ; depofited them there in the hands of fome perfon 
¥. 20. But Gebazi the fervant of Elifba the man|whom he could truft ; or laid them out, or ordered 
of God faid, &c.\ Within himfelf, obferving what|them to be laid out, in the purchafe of houfes, 
had pailed : Bebold, my mafter bath fpared Naaman\lands, vineyards, &&c. fee ¥. 26. and he let the men 
this Syrian, in not receiving at bis hands that which|\ go, and they departed, to their matter. 
be brought, he {peaks contemptibly of Naaman,| y.25. But he went in, and fiood before bis mafter, 
as an alien from the common-wealth of J/rael, and|&c.| To know his wills and minifter to him, as 
reproaches his mafter for letting him go free, with-|he had ufed to do, and.as. if he had never been 
out paying for his cure; when he thought he fhould| from the houfe: and Elifha faid unto him, Whence 
have taken what he brought and offered, and given|comeft thou, Gebazi? where had he been, and 
it to needy J/raelites, and efpecially to the fons of the} where was he laft? and he faid, Thy fervant went 
prophets, that wanted it; and perhaps it moftly|xo whither; he pretended he had never been out of 
difturbed him, that he had no fhare of it himfelf: | doors, which was another impudent lie ; one would 
but as the Lord liveth, I will run after bim, and\have thought that he who had lived fo long with 
take fomewhat of him; the word for fomewbat|the prophet, and had feen the miracles wrought by 
wanting 4 letter ufually in it, is what is fometimes|him, and knew with what a {pirit of prophecy he 
ufed for a blot; and ‘Farchi obferves, that Gebazi| was endowed, would never have ventured to tell 
taking fomething from Naaman, was a blot unto} fuch,an untruth, fince he might expeé to be de- 
_ him, and indeed fuch an one that he could not|teéted ; but covetoufnefs had blinded his éyes, and 
wipe off, hardened his heart. > 
y¥.21. So Gebazi followed after Naaman, &c.||  y. 26. And he faid unto him, Went not mine beart 
As faft as he could: and when Naaman faw him| with thee, Sc.] Did my heart or knowledge go 
running after him; which he might obferve, look-|from me, that what thou. haft done fhould be hid 


ing back, or be informed of by fome of his fer-| from me? fo Bex Gerfom and others; or my heart * 


vants: he lighted down from the chariot to meet him} did not go with thee, it was contrary to my mind 
in honour to the prophet, whole fervant he was :|and will what thou did ;. fo Abendana; or rather, 
wnd faid, \s all well, tearing fomething ill had be-|as the Targum, by a fpirit of prophecy it was fhewn 
fallen Elifha, or he himfelf had done fomething}unto me, &c. I knew full well what thou wenteft 
wrong, which occafioned the fervant to run after|for, and haft done; and fo Maimonides; was not 
him. i I employed in my thoughts? or, did I not think 
y.22. And be faid, All is well, &c.] He need |that fo it was as thou haft done? I did: when the 
give himfelf no uneafinefs at the coming and fight | man turned again from his chariot to. meet thee? 
of him: my majfier bath feat me, faying, Bebold,\meaning Naaman the Syrian : is it a time to receive 
. & now there be come to me; juft then, fince he de- | money, and to receive garments, as Gebazi had now 
om him: from mount Ephraim two young\done: and olive-yards, and vineyards,and foeep and 

fons of the prophets ; where perhaps was a| oxen, and,men-fervants, and maid-fervants; that is, 
_ fe them : give ‘bem, I pray thee, a talent of \to purchafe thofe with the two talents of filver he 
_ filver, and two changes of garments, which, as it|had received, as he thought in his heart, or in- 


was a downright lie, fo highly improbable that|tended to do, as the Zargum; or had given orders 


_ £ilifoa thould afk, fo large a fum of money, with|to purchiafe fuch for himeto the perfons to whom 

- two changes of raiment for two young fcholars,|he had committed the care of them in’ the tower 5 

Ne y. 5. and which Naaman, with a little reflec-this was not a proper time, when the honour of 
: . 3 1 
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the prophet, and the credit of religion, and the ;covetoufnefs he had his money, fo for his punith- 
good of this man, as a new profelyte, were in dan- | ment he fhould have his diicafe: and he went out 


ger thereby. ; 

y. 27. Lhe leprofy therefore of Naaman foall cleave 
unto thee, and unto thy feed for ever, &c.) As 
long as any of his race retained 3 as through his 


CHA 


j& this chapter are tecorded other wonders of 
Elifba, as caufing iron to fwim, ¥. 1—7. hav- 
ing knowledge of the fecret counfels of the king of 
Syria, which he difclofed to the king of J/rael, ¥. 
8—12. f{miting the Syrian army with blindnefs 
fent to take him, and which he led into the midft 
of Samaria. y. 13—23. and the chapter is clofed 
with an account of the fiege of Samaria, and a fore 
famine in it, ¥. 24—~33. 


y¥. 1. And the fons of the prophets faid unto Elifba, 
&c.] Orthe difciples of the prophets, as the Tar- 
gum: Bebold now, the place where we dwell with 
thee is too firait for us ; their numbers were fo in- 
creafed, that there was not room enough for them 
in the houfe they dwelt in with the prophet; which 
increafe was owing, the Fews * fay, to the depar- 
ture of Gebazi laft-mentioned, who was a bad man, 
and ufed the difciples fo ill, that they could not 
ftay in the college; but when he was gone, they 
flocked in great numbers; but rather it was owing 
to the very inftructive miniftry and wonderful mi- 
racles of Elifha: the place where the prophet and 
his difciples now dwelt feems to be Gz/gal, ch. iv. 
8. 
: y.2. Let us go, we pray thee, unto Fordan, &c.] 
Which, according to Yofepbus *, was 50 furlongs, 
or upwards of 6 miles diftant from Gilgal: and 
take thence every man a beam; by cutting down the 
trees that grew there ; for Mr. Maundrel fays *, the 
banks of ‘Jordan are befet with bufhes and trees, 
which are an harbour for wild beafts ; and another 
traveller * obferves, that it is fhadowed on both 
fides with poplars, alders, &¢. and who fpeaks of 
their cutting down boughs from the trees when 
there: and let us make us a place there where we may 
dwell, near the banks of Yordan, which they might 
chufe for the retirednefs and pleafantnefs of the 
fituation, or becaufe Elijab was taken up to heaven 
near it, as Abarbinel thinks; from whence it ap- 
pears that thefe fcholars were far from living an 
idle life; for they were not only trained up in ufe- 
ful learning, but were employed in trades and ma- 
nufactures, to which they had been brought up, 
and knew how to fell timher, and build houfes : 
and he anfwered, Go ye ; he gavethem leave, with- 
out which they did not chufe to do any thing. 
¥. 3. And one faid, Be content, I pray thee, and 
“go with thy fervants, &c.] Or be pleafed to go 
with us; he begged it as a favour, that being 
awed by his prefence, they might preferve peace 
and order, and have his advice as to the {pot of 
ground to erect their edifice on, and might be pro- 
tected by him from hurt and mifchief, by men or 
wild beafts: and be anfwered, I will go, he con- 
fented to it, knowing perhaps beforehand, that he 
fhould"have an opportunity of working a miracle 
there, as he did. . 


2 T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 107. z. 
© Sandy’s Travels, I. 3+ I10. 
ninus, Montanus, Vatablus 3 fo Junivs & Tremellius, Pifcator. 


king of J/rae/ unawares, as he and his forces fhot 
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from bis prefence, as one afhamed and confounded, 
and difcharged from his matter’s fervice : @ leper as 
white as fnow; a leprofy of which colour is the 
worft, and is incurabie. : 

; : ¥ 


rer VT, 

¥. 4: So be went with them. And dben they came 
to fordan, they cut down wocd.| ‘Trees which 
grew upon the banks of it, to build their houfe 
with, at leaft for the raftering and flooring of it, 
fuppofing the walls to be built of ftone. 

y. 5. But as one was felling a beam, &c.) Cur- 
ting down a tree, or a branch of it: the ax-head 
fell into the water; into the waters of Fordan; or 
the iron *, the iron part of it, with which the wood 
was cut; that flew off from the helve into the wa- 
ter: and he cried, and fajd, Alas, mafter, for it 
was borrowed; it grieved him to lofe his ax, be- 
caufe he could do no more work, and the more, 
becaufe it was not his own, but he had borrowed 
itof his neighbour; and {till more, becaufe, as it 
feems, he was poor,’ and not able to pay for it, 
which, being of an honeft difpofition, gave him 
diftrefs. 

y.6. And the man of God faid, Where fell it ? &c.} 
For though endowed with a fpirit of prophecy, he 
did not know all things, and at all times; and if 
he did know where it fell, he might afk this quef- 
tion to lead on to the performance of the miracle: 
and be foewed him the place; the exact place in the 
river into which it fell: and be cut down a flick, 
and caft it in thither; he did not take the old helve 
and throw in, but a new ftick he cut off of a tree; 
fome think he made of this another helve or handle, 
of the fame fize and meafure with the other, and — 
that this being caft in, was miraculoufly direéted — 
and fixed in the hole of the iron at the bottom of 
the water, and brought it up with it; but, as 
Abarbinel obferves, there is no need to fuppofe this 5 
the wood was caft into the precife place where the: 
iron fell, and was fent as it were to call it up to it: 
and the iron did fwim it came up and appeared, 
and was bore on the furface of the waters; or, and 
made the iron to fwim*; which fome underftand of 
the wood caft in, as if it had fome peculiar virtue 
in it to draw up the iron; but it was not any par- 
ticular chofen wood, but what firft occurred to the 
prophet‘; and the meaning is, that E/ijba caufed it 
to fwim, contrary to the nature of iron. 

y. 7. Therefore faid he, Take it up to thee, &c.] 
This the prophet faid to the man that had loft it: 
and he put out bis band, and took it; it being on ~ 
the top of the water within his reach, 

y¥. 8. Then the king of Syria warred againft Ijrael, 
&c.] Proclaimed war againft him; on what ac- 
count, or how long it was after erik gene- 
ral came with a letter of recommendation from him — 
to the king of J/rae/, and had his cure, is not faid: ~ 
and took counfel with bis fervants , his privy-coun= — 
fellors, or the general officers-of his army: /aying, 
in fuch and fuch a place thall be my camp; in fome — 
covered hidden place, as the Targum, where he 
would lie encamped in ambufcade, to fall upon the — 


eS Pe > Journey from Aleppo, &c. p. 82, ! 
Montanus, &c, © BY? fecit fupe: 


f Vid, Friefe, differt. de ferro natante, §. 7. 
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pafs that way; the place, no doubt, was named compaffed the cily, both with bhorf. 


by the king of Syria, though not recorded by the 
hiftorian ; or, as the words may be rendered, she 
place of fuch and fuch a man: for; as Ben Melech 
obferves, Peleni Almoni ate ufed of perfons whofe 
names are either unknown or concealed. 

¥.9. And the man of God fent unto the king of 
Traci, 8c.) That is, Elifba fent to him: faying, 
Beware that thou pafs not fuch a place not go to it, 
but avoid it, and pafs another way : for thither the 
Syrians are come down; are hidden, as the J. argum ; 
lie covered at the bottom of the hill, fo as not to 
be feen. 

¥.10. And the king of Ifrael fent to the place 
which the man of God told him, and warned him of, 
&c.] Sent fpies thither to fee whether the Sjrians 
were there or not, and whether it was truth the 
man of God told him; for he had no hearty refpect 
for the prophet, though he had been fo ferviceable 
to him: and faved kim/elf there, not once, nor twice ; 
efcaped the fnares the king of Syria laid for him, 
not once, nor twice only, but many times, 

¥. ut. Therefore the heart of the king of Syria 
was fore troubled for this thing, &c.] There was 
as it were a ftorm in his breaft, as the word figni- 
fies ; he was like a troubled fea, tofféd with tem- 
pefts, exceeding uneafy in his mind, fretting at 
the difappointment he met with tithe after time: 
and be called his fervants, and faid unto them, will 
ye not foew me which of us is for the king of Irael ? 
he fufpected, that fome one of his counfellors was 
in the intereft of the king of Jacl, and betrayed 
his fecrets to him, which was the caufe of his dif- 
appointments. 

¥.12. And one of his fervants faid, none, my lord, 
O king, &c.| He believed every one of his coun- 
fellors were true and faithful to him: but Elifha 
the prophet, that is in Ifrael, telleth the king of If- 
rael the words that thou fpeakeft in thy bed-chamber , 
what is faid in the moft private place, and in the 
moft fecret manner: this man had heard much of 
Elifoa, by Naaman very probably ; or perhaps he 
had attended him in his journey to J/rae/ for a cure, 
and fo might have perfonal knowledge of Elifha, 
and be acquainted with the affair of Gebazi; from 
whence he concluded, that he who had the thoughts 
of men revealed to him, had knowledge of ‘their 
swords and counfels, though ever fo fecret ; fee Eccl. 
X. 20. 

¥. 13. And he faid, go, and {py where he is, that 
I may fend and fetch him, &c.} But how could he 
expect to take him, who could give the king of 
Yrael fach intelligence of his defigns againft him, 


rfés and chariots ; 
which he could fee at the door of his matter’s 
houfe, the city being built upon an eminence; or 
which he perceived, as foon as he came out of the 
gates of the city, or was about fo to do: and bis 
Jervant faid unto bin, Elia being with him ; or 
elfe he returned to his mafter on the fight of fuch 
an army, and not being able to go forward: alas, 
my mafier, how fall we do? to get out of the city, 
and through this hoft, and proceed on our intend- 
ed journey ; and if he underftood that the. inten- 
tion of this formidable hoft was to take his ma- 
fter, his concern might be the greater; and the 
more as he was a new fervant, and not fo well ac- 
quainted with his mafter’s being poflefied of a 
power of doing miracles. 

¥.16. And be anfwered, fear not, for they that 
be with us, are more than they that be with them. } 
Meaning the legions of angels that encamped around 
them: 

¥.17. And Elifoa prayed, and faid, Lord, I pray 
thee, open bis eyes that he may fee, &c.] Not the 
eyes of his body, which were not fhut nor blinded, 
but the eyes of his mind; or, in other words, 
grant him a vilion, reprefented in fo ftrong a light, 
as to remove his fears: and the Lord opened the 
eyes of the young man, and he faw ; he had a vifion 
of angels : and behold, the mountain; on which the 
city was built; or one near it: was full of horfes 
and chariots of fire, angels in this form, as in ch. 
ii. rr. and thefe were round about Elifba; being 
round about the city where he was; or rather {o 
in the vifion it was reprefented to the young man, 
he faw his mafter furrounded with horfes and cha- 
riots-of fire in the utmoft fafety. 

y.18. dnd when they came down to him, &c.] 
The Syrian army, from the hill on which they were 
firft feen, who came down from thence to the bottom 
of the hill on which the city ftood ; and whither 
Elifha came out, in order both to meet them, and 
proceed on his journey to Samaria: Elifba prayed 
unto the Lord, and faid, fmite this people, I pray 
thee, with blindnefs; or blindneffes®; with great 
blindnefs, fuch as the men of Sodom were fmitten 
with ; the fame word is here ufed as of them, Gen. 
xix. 11. and he /mote them with blindnefs, according 
to the word of Elifba; not in fuch manner that they — 
could difcern no object, for then they could not 
have followed Elba; but their fight was fo altered, 
that they knew not the objects they faw; they ap- 
peared quite otherwife to them than they were; 
they faw the city, but knew it not to be the fame, 
and Eli/ba, but knew him not to be the man of 


that he might efcape his fnares? and it was told|God, though they might have fome in the hott 


him, faying, behold, he is in Dothan; a city in the 
tribe of Manaffeh, not far from Shechem ; fee the 
note on Gen. xXxxvil. 17. 

¥.14. Therefore fent he thither horfes and cha- 
riots, and a great hoft, &c.) To terrify the inha- 
bitants from attempting to defend the prophet, but 
deliver him up at once: amd they came by night ; 
that they might come upon them unawares, and 
their defign not be difcovered, fo as to have timely 
fuccour from Samaria, which was not far off: and 
compaffed the city about, that the prophet might 
not make his efcape out of it. 


that knew him perfonally. ; 

¥. 19. And Elifha faid_ unto them, This is not the 
way, neither is this the city, &c.] Which is an 
an{wer to fome queftions of the Syrians ; as, whe- 
ther this was the way to find the prophet Eijha, 
and this the city in which he was to be found? and 
he anfwers moft truly, though ambiguoufly, that 
the way they were in, and in which fhould they 
proceed, was not the way, nor this the city, in 
which he was to be found, becaufe he was come 
out of it, and was going to Samaria: follow me; - 
and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek; as he 


¥.15. And when the fervant of the man of God\did: but he led them to Samaria; whither he was 


was rifen early, and gone forth, &c.] Either out 
of his mafter’s houfe, or out of the city upon 
fome’ bufineis to be done betimes; this was 
not Gebex, but a new fervant: bebold, an bhoft 
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going, they being ftill under that fort of blindnefs 
with which they were {mitten ; otherwife they would 
have known the country better than to have been 
led thither. 
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, har: a 
‘it until an afs’s bead was fold for fourfeore pieces of 
‘filver;, thekels, as the Targum explains the word 
in the next claufe, which amounted to: about a 
‘or ten pounds of our moneys. a great price for 
‘head of fuch a creature, by law unclean,’ its : 
difagreeable, and of that but very. little,.as is om 
an head: and the fourth part of a cab of doves dung 
for five pieces of filver ; fome of the Fezwé/fh writers. 
fay *, this was bought for fuel, which was fearce+ 
Fofepbus fays', for falt, and fo Procopius Gazeus, 


y. 20. And it came to pafs when they were come 
into Samaria, that Elifha‘faid, Lord, open the eyes 
of thefe men, that they may fee, &c.] So as to 
Know where they were: and the Lord opened their 
eyes, and they faw, and bebold, they were in: the 
midft of Samaria , the gates being thrown’ open for 
them, and they led into the very heart of the city ; 
for, no doubt, Elifha fent his fervant before, to 
acquaint the king of J/rael with what he was doing; 
who got a fufficient number of armed men to in- 
clofe them, and fall upon them, when put into his 
hands, as appears by what follows. 

v.21. And the king of Ifrael faid unto Elifha, when 
he faw them, &c.] ‘The Syrian army thus in his 
hands: My father, frall 1 fmite them ? foallI {mite 
them? he fpeaks with great reverence and refpect 
to the prophet, whom at other times he neglected 
and defpifed ; and the repetition of his words fhews 
the eagernefs of his mind to fall upon his enemy at 
this. advantage. 

y. 22. And be anfwered, Thou foalt not fmite 
them, &¢.] For they were not his, but the pro- 
phet’s captives, or rather the Lord’s: wouldft thou 
funite thofe whom thou haft taken ceptive, with thy 
fword, and with thy bow? when foldiers are made 
prifoners’of war, it is contrary to humanity, to the 
Jaws of nature and: nations, to kill them in cold 
blood, and much more thofe who were taken not 
by his fword and bow, but by the power and pro- 
vidence of God: fet bread and water before thent, 
that. they may eat and drink, and go to their mafter ; 
the king of Syria, and report the miracles wrought, 
and the good ufage they met with, when in the hand 
of an enemy, fed and let go; which would be more 
to the glory of the God of J/ce/, and more agreeable 
to the character of a king of [/rael, reckoned mer- 
ciful, and more ferviceable to the civil good of the 
land of J/rae/, as well as more to the honour of the 
prophet and true religion, fee Rom. xii. 20,21. 

¥. 23. And he prepared great provifion for them, 
&c.]. Or a great feaft, as theZargum , fo obe- 
dient was he to the prophet’s orders: aud when 
they had.eaten and drank , and refrefhed themfelves, 
which they needed, having marched all night’ and 
that morning from place to place: he fent them 
away; that is, the king of J/rael difmiffed them : 
and they went to their mafter; the king of Syria, 
but without the prophet Elia’ they were fent to 
fetch: fo the bands of Syria came no more into the 
land of Ifrael; not as yet, or for fome time; or 
rather the fenfe is, that the Syrians came not any 
more in {mall bodies, as troops of robbers making 
excurfions, and carrying off booty in a private 
manner, and by furprize; but afterwards came with 
a large army in an open hoftile manner, as follows. 

y. 24. And it came to pafs after this, that Ben- 
badad king of Syria gathered all his boft, &c.} Still 
retaining a grudge and enmity againft [/rae/, and 
not at all foftened by the kind and humane treat-} 
ment his forces had met with, when in the hands of 


Lrael , and finding he could do nothing in a fecret 
way, by ambufcade, muftered all his forces toge-| fomething particular and preffing in her cafe: and 
ther, to try what he could do by open war: and| fhe anfwered, this woman faid unto wie, who was 
went up, and befieged Samaria; Jeboram king of|now with her, and to whom fhe pointed: give 
Hrael not being able to ftop him till he came to his |/on that we may eat him to-day, and we 
capital, which he laid clofe fiege to. [jon to-morrow’, and this was. agreed to betwe 
¥.25. And there was a great famine in Samaria,|\them, that firft-one fhould be eaten, and then th 
&c.] No care, perhaps, having been taken to lay}other, and that they fhould feed.upon one as lon 
up ftores againft a fiege: and debold, they befeged| as it would laft, and then on the other 5: for it 
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and Tbeodoret; others, fer dunging the lands, 
which is the ufe of ic in Perfia* for melons 3 
neither of which are probable; moft certainly ie — 
was for food; but as doves dung muft not only be 
very difagreeable, but fcarce affording any nourifh- 
ment, fomething elfeé muft be meant ;. fome have — 
thought that the grains found in theif crops, or in 
their excrements, undigefted, and’ picked out, are 
meant ; and others, their crops or craws themfelves;. 
or intrails; but Bochart' is of opinion, that a fore 
of pulfe is meant, as lentiles or vetches, much the 
fame with the Ka# or parched corn ufed in Jrael, 
fee 1 Sam. xvii. 17. 2 Sem. xvii. 28, and a Tate 
traveller ™ obferves, that the Leb/ebby of the Arabs: 
is very probably the Kai, or parched. pulfe of the 
{criptures, and has been taken for the pigeon’s 
dung mentioned at the fiege of Samaria; and’in- 
deed as the cicer (a fort of peas or pulfe) is pointed 
at one end, and acquires an afh-colour by parch- 
ing, the firft of which circumftances anfwers to the 
figure, the other to the ufual colour of pigeon’s 
dung, the fuppofition is by no means to be difre- 
garded: a cab was a meafure with the Jews, which 
held the quantity of 24 egg-fhells ; according to 
Godwin”, it anfwered to our quart, fo that a fourth 
part was half a pint; and half a pint of thefe len- 
tiles, or vetches, or parched pulfe, was fold for 
eleven or twelve fhillings. ie sy 
¥.26. And as the king of Ijrael was paffing by 
upon the wall, &c.| To defcry the motion and — 
fituation of the enemy, and to give orders for the 
annoyance of them, and to fee that his foldiers 
did their duty: there cried a womam to him, fay= 
ing, help, my lord, O king ; defired- his affiftance 
and. help in a caufe depending between her and an- 
other woman. ) ' 59 gt epee 
y.27. And he faid, if the Lord do not help thee, 
whence foall I help thee, 8c. ] Miftaking her 
meaning, as if fhe prayed him to relieve her hun« - 
ger; the margin of our bible is, Jet not the Lord 
fave thee ; and fo fome underftand it as a wifh that 
fhe might perifh and fo Fo/ephus’, that being 
wroth, he curfed her in the name of God: out o 
the barn-floor, or out of the wine-prefs? when nei- 


¥. 28. And the king faid ep ksh, ‘aii ae 
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to the prophet : but ere the’ meffenger came to him; 


y¥. 29. So we boiled my fon, and did eat him, 8cc.|| be faid to the elders, fee ye how this fon of a murderer 


Thus what was. predicted by way of threatening, 
began to be accomplifhed, Dew. xxviii. 53. fee the 
note there ; and of which there were other inftances 
of a like kind at the fiege of Yerufalem, both by 
Nebuchadnezzar and Vefpafian: and I faid unto her 
on the next day ; after her child had been wholly 
ate up: give thy fon that we may eat bim; accord- 
ing to agreement: and fhe bath hid her fon; either 
to fave him alive, or to eat him herfelf alone. 

¥. 30. And it came to pafs, when the king. heard 
the words of the woman, that be rent his clothes, 
&c. ] At the horror of the fact reported, and 
through grief that his people were brought into 
fuch diftrefs through famine: and he paffed by upon 
the wall; returning to his palace: and the people 
looked, and bebold, he had. fackcloth upon bis flefh ; 
which in token of humiliation for averting the ca- 
lamities he was under, he had put there before, 
and now was feen through the renting of his 
clothes. , 

y. 31. Then he faid, God do fo and more alfo. to 
me, &c.) He fwore and made dreadful impreca- 
tions: if the head of Elifha the fon of Shaphat hall 
fiand on him this day; imputing the fore famine to 
him, becaufe he had foretold it, and did not pray 
for the removal of it, as he might; and perhaps 
had advifed and encouraged the king to hold out 
the fiege, which had brought them to this extre- 
mity, and therefore was enraged at him. 

¥. 32. And Elifoa fat in his houfe, &c.| In Sa- 
maria: and the elders fat with him, not the elders 
of the city, or the magiftrates thereof, but his dif- 
ciples, as Fo/epbus fays ®, the eldeft of them, whom 
he admitted to greater familiarity and converfe with 
him: and the king fent a man from before him; to 


hath fent to take away mine head? which he knew 
by a {pirit of prophecy, and fpoke of it before thé 
executioner came; he calls Yoram the fon of a 
murderer, becaufe of his mother ¥ezebe, who kil- 
led Nadoth, and the prophets of ‘the Lord, and to 
which his father Ahad alfo confented, and therefore 
might be fo called too; and he intimates hereby; 
that he was of the {ame temper and difpofition, and 


das the above oath, and his orders, fhewed: Jook’ 


when-the meffenger cometh, fout the ‘door, and bold 
him faft at the door; and not fuffer him to come 
in: is not the found of bis mafter’s feet behind him 2 
that is, of Yoram king of I/rael, who followed thé 
meffenger, either. to liften and hear what the pros 
phet would fay unto him; or repenting of his or« 
der, as Fofephus * thinks, he followed him to pre- 
vent the execution. : 

¥. 33. And while be yet talked with them, &c.} 
Elifba with the elders: debold, the meffenger camé 
down unto him; {ent by the king: and be faid ; 
either the mefienger in the king’s name, or rather 
the king who was at his heels, and came. to the 
door before the meflenger was let in, who was. de- 
tained ; and therefore 1t is moft probable the king 
went in firft; for that was the intention of Elba 
in holding the meffenger, not to fave his own life; 
but that the king, who was following, might hear 
what he had to fay; and whom he advifed to wait 
for the Lord, and his appearance for deliverance ‘ 
in anfwer to which he faid, ebold, this evil is of 
the Lord, what fhould I wait for the Lord any longer ? 
this calamity is from him, and he is determined 
upon the ruin of my people, and there is no hope 3 
this he faid as defpairing, and fo refolving to hold 
out the fiege no longer. 


CHAP. VI. 


HIS chapter begins with a prophecy of great|his accurate computation, was two fhillings and 
plenty in Samaria on the morrow, and of| four-pence.farthing, and near the 8th part of one* : 
the death of an unbelieving lord, ¥. 1, 2. relates|and two meafures of barley for a fhekel, in the gate of 


the cafe of four lepers, who that night went into 
the Syrian camp, which was deferted, occafioned 
by the noife of chariots, horfes and a hoft, which 
they fancied they heard, ¥. 3—9. the report which 
the lepers made to the king’s houfhold of this af- 
fair, and the method the king’s fervants took, to 
know the truth of it, ¥. 1o—15. which, when 
confirmed, the people went out and fpoiled the 
tents of the Syrians, whereby the prophecy of plenty 
was fulfilled, y. 16. and the unbelieving lord hav- 
ing a poft at the gate of the city affigned him, 
was trod to death, and fo the prediction concern- 
ing him had its accomplifhment alfo, y. 17—20. 


y¥.1. Then Elifha faid, Hear the word of the 
Lord, &c.] This he faid to the king and thofe 
that were with him: Thus faith the Lord, To-mor- 
row about this time; which very probably was the 
forenoon: fhall a meajure of fine flour be fold for a 
fockel ; 4 feab, the meafure here fpoken, of, .or 
faium, according to fome‘, was a gallon and an 
half; but bifhop Cumberland’ makes it two wine 
gallons and an half; and a fhekel, according to 
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Samaria, where the market was kept; the fame 
fort of meafure and of money is here ufed as be- 
fore; and we learn from hence that a meafure of ~ 
wheat was equal to two of barley. 

y. 2. Then a lord on whofe hand the king leaned, 
&c.] Not figuratively, in whom the king con- 
fided, but literally, on whofe hand he refted, and 
by whom he was fupported, being a form and mat- 
ter of ftate, whilft he and Eijba were talking to- 
gether, or on whom he leaned as he came to him 3 
this was a principal lord, the third to the king, as 
his title feems to denote; the word by which the 
Septuagint renders it is by Suidas “ interpreted of 
fuch that held three fpears in the hand together ; 
and this was-an honourable poft, for a king to lean 
on him; fuch ftate was ufed by the king of Syria; 
ch. v. 18. and by the kings and queens of Perfia; 
fo Gorionides ” fays of Efther, that on the third day 
fhe put on her beautiful garments and glorious or« 
naments, and took two of her maidens with her; 
and put her right hand on one of them, and leaned ~ 
upon her in a royal manner, or as was the manner ot 
kings: the fame anfwered the man of Ged; the pro- 


phet 
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phet of the Lord, as the Targum: and faid, Be- 
bold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven 
might this thing be? it is impoffible it fhould be, if 
he was to open the windows of heaven as at the 
flood, and let down fhowers of wheat and barley, 
in like manner as he rained manna in the wilder- 
ne(s: and he faid; the prophet in reply to him: 

Bebold, thou foalt fee it with thine eyes, but fhalt not 
eat thereof ; wheat and barley fold at the above 
price, but fhould not tafte of it, as a punifhment 
of his unbelief. 

y¥. 3. And there were four leprous men at the en- 
_tring in of the gate, &c.] Of the city of Samaria ; 
lepers, according to the law, being obliged to be 
without the. city and camp, Lev. xiii. 46. thefe 
might have a dwelling affigned them near the gate; 
or they might get as near to it as they could, part- 
ly to obtain relief from the city, and partly for 
fear of the Syrians; thefe, the ‘ews fay *, ,were Ge- 
hazi and his three fons, fee ch. v. 27. and they faid 
cne to another, Why fit we here until we die? being 
ready to perifh with hunger. 

y. 4. If we fay we will enter into the city, &c.) 
Contrary to the law which forbid them: shen the 
famine is in the city, and we foal die there; not be- 
ing able to obtain food to prelerve life : and if we 
Sit here, we die alfo, having nothing to eat to fup- 
port nature: now therefore let us come, and fall unto 
the boft of the Syrians; put ourfelves into their 
hands, and lie at their mercy: if they fave us alive, 
we foall live, if they don’t put us to death, but give 
us bread to eat, our lives will be preferved: and if 
they kill us, we Jfoall but die, which we muft ine- 
vitably do, whether we ftay here, or go into the 
city. 
¥. 5. And they rofe up in the twilight, to go unto 
the camp of the Syrians, &c.] The dufk of the 
evening, or the evening-twilight, as appears from 
¥. 9.12. and when they were come to the uttermofi 
part of the camp of Syria; not the further part of it, 
but the edge or border of it neareft to them, debold, 
there was zo man there; no centinel or guard, 
which they expected, and to whom they would 
have furrendered themfelves. 

y. 6. For the Lord had made the hoft of the Sy- 
rians to hear a noife of chariots, and a noife of borfes, 
even the noife of a great boft, &c.) Or of many 
armies, as the Jargum, either in the air by the mi- 
niftry of angels ; or the Lord fo wrought upon 
their imagination, that they fancied they heard 
fuch noifes ; or he caufed fuch noifes in their ears: and 
they faid one toanother, Lo, the king of Ifrael bath 
hii ed againft us the kings of the Hittites; one of the 
nations of the Canaanites, and may be here put for 
the whole of thofe that remained, and who lived 
upon the borders of the land of J/rae/; though 
Fofephus* has it, the kings of the ifles ; that is, 
of Chittim, fee Fer. ii, 10. and the kings of, the 
Egyptians, to come upon us; Egypt being now di- 
vided into petty Kingdoms; or elfe the governors 
of the feveral nomes or diftricts of it are here 
meant: for the king of J/rael to hire thefe kings 
was very unlikely in his prefent circumftances; but 
chofe unreafonable things, in their panic, their ima- 
ginations fuggefted to them, 

_¥. 7. Wherefore they arofe and fled in the twi- 
fight, &c.] Or in the dark, as the Targum, 
when the twilight was going off; fo that the lepers 
came very quickly after they were gone, y¥. 5. and 
left their tents, and their borfes, and their affes;' 
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part of the camp, they went into one tent, Seer) © 
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fuch was their fright, that they could: not ite 
loofe their cattle, with which they might hav 
made greater fpeed, but ran away -onfeots and 
they lett even the camp as it was; took nothing: 
away with them, either money or provifions : and 
ed for their life, which they imagined; to best 
great danger. | | eee st: 
y¥. 8. And when thefe lepers came to the uth 
firft they came to: and did eat and drink, whichy | 
was the firft thing they did, being hungry, ands — 
almoft ftarved : and carried thence fiver, andsgold,. | 
and raiment, and went and hid it ; in a place with- 
out the camp, where they thought it would be fafes) - 
and where they could come at it again: and came. 
again and entered into another tent, and carried: 
thence alfo, and went and bid it , this, Fefepbus fays*, \ 
they did four times. | 5 4 eR 
¥.9. Then they faid one to another, we do not. 
well, &c.] This is not right, to take this booty toy 
ourfelves ; it is not doing juitice to eur) brethren, 
and it may not prove well to ourfelves im the iffue 
this day is a day of good tidings, to be delivered» 
from the enemy, and have fuch plenty of provifions 
thrown into. their hands; it would be joyful tid-» 
ings to the inhabitants of the city did they know) 
it: and we bold our peace ; and don’t publith this) 
good tidings, that others may thare the benefit of 
it: if we tarry till the morning-light 5 when it will 
in courfe be difcovered: fome mifchief will come! 
upon us ; either from the Syrians, who they;mightr 
fear would return by that‘time, or fome of them: 
lurking about would fall upon’ them sand deftroy 
them; or the king of J/rael, when: he came. tox 
know it, would be fo incenfed as to inflict fome» 
punifhment on them; or they might expeét fome» 


> 


evil from the immediate hand of God: sowthere- 


i 


fore come, that we may go and tell the king’s houfheld 5 


acquaint fome of his fervants with what had hap- 
pened. ; : 
¥. 10. So they came and called to the porter of 
the city, &c.] . The chief of thofe that had the 
care of the gate of it; for there were more than 
one, as follows: and they told them; the porter, 
and the watchmen, with him : we came tothe ca 
of the Syrians, and bebold, there was nowman there, 
neither voice of man; not one to be feen or heard ¢ 
but horfes tied, and affes tied; to. their’ mangers 5) 
the latter, as well as the former, were ufed for 
war, not only to carry burdens, but to fight upon, 
as Ailianus * relates of fome people ; and efpecially 
when there was.a want of horfes, as Strabo”, and 
both obferve that this creature was facrificed to: 
Mars: and the tents as they were ; none of them 
ftruck, nor any thing taken out of them. 9 
y. 11. And he called the porters, &c.| The por- 
ter of the city called to the ‘porters of the king’s. 
palace: and,they told it to the king’s boufe within; 
to fome of his domeftic fervants within the palace, _ 
and they reported it to the king. . Sie ahaale 
yr. 12. And the king arofe in them ier 
Upon the report made to him : and be faid unto 
bis fervants, I will now foew you what the Syrians 
have done to us; taking it to be a’ ftratagem 
theirs to decoy them: they know that webe 
gry; and would be glad to comeout of th . 
to get fome food : therefore are they goi er of the 
camp to bide themfelves in the field, to mak Sus ac 
lieve that they have broke up the fiege, and have — 
deferted the camp, and are gone, % 


y. Ut fupra, §. 5. 2 Ibid. 
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lie in ambufcade : faying, when they come out of 
the city; which they fuppofed they would do thro’ 
hunger: we /eall catch them alive, take them cap- 
tive at once: and get into the city ; being open to 
let them out, and receive them on their return. 

¥. 13. And one of bis fervants anfwered and faid, 
let fome take, I pray thee, five of the borfes that 
remain, which are left in the city, 8c.] Not hav- 
ing died through the famine as the reft ; behold, 
they are as all the multitude of Ifrael that are left 
in it 5 bebold, \fay, they are even as the. multitude 
of Ijrael that are confumed; fignifying, there was 
a like confumption among the horfes as among 
the people, and they that remained were ftarving 
as they were’; fo that fhould thofe horfes, and the 
men, fall into the hands of the Syrians, and perith, 
it would be no great matter; the lofs would not 
be much, fince they muit, perifh if they continue 
in the city : according to the Vulgate Latin verfion, 
thefe five horfes were all that were left: and Jet us 
fend and fee; whether the, report. of the lepers is 
true or not. 

¥. 14. They took therefore two chariot-horfes, &c.| 
Not five, but two only, and thofe the beft, that 
drew in the king’s chariot. perhaps, and fo were 
better fed, and fitter for this expedition: and the 
king fent after the hoft. of the Syrians, faying, go and 
jee; whether they are -fled or no. 

¥. 15. And they went after them unto Fordan, 
&c.] Not finding them in the camp, and know- 
ing the rout they would take to their own land, 
they went as far as Yordan, over which they mutt 
pafs: and lo, all the way was full of garments and 
veffels which the Syrians had caft away in their hafte ; 
in their fright and flight, fuch of their clothes as 
hindered them in running ; and. their armour, as 
Fofephus * feems rightly to underftand the word 
ued, thefe they threw away for quicker difpatch : 
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and the meffengers returned and told the king’ that 
it was as the lepers faid, and what they themfelves 
had feen. 

y.16. And the people went out and fpoiled the 
tents of the Syrians, &c.] Of their riches, and of 
their provifions ; of which there was fuch a plenty, 
not only for prefent ufe, but for fale, fo that a 
measure of jine flour was fold for a foekel, &c. ac- 
cording to the word of the Lerd, by Elifba, ¥.1. 

¥.17. And the king appointed the lord, on whofé 
hand be leaned, to have the charge of the gate, &c,] 
Not to keep out the enemy, of which there was no 
danger; but to prevent diforders and tumults among 
the people, and that they might go out in an 
orderly and regular manner: and the people trod 
upon him in the gate; being eager to get out for 
food; and he endeavouring to keep order among 
them, they prefféd upon him, and threw him down, 
and trampled him under foot ; or he was placed 
here to regulate the market, that every one might 
be fupplied in courfe, but through the peoples 
preffing to get provifions, he was over-borne, and 
trod upon : and died, as the man of God had faid, 
who fpake when the king came déwn to him; {o 
that he faw the plenty, but partook not of it, as 
he faid, fee y. 2. 

¥. 18. And it came to pafs, as the man of God 
had fpoken to the. king, faying, &c.| As in y. 1. 
and what he faid to the king there, and to the 
lord, in y. 2. are repeated in this and the next 
verfe, that it might be obferved how exaClly the 
prophecies were fulfilled. > . . 

¥.19. And that lord anfwered the man of God, 
and faid, &c.] Asin y. 2. and be faid; that is, 
Elifoa,. as in the fame place. ; 

¥. 20. Aud fo it fell out unto him, &c.] As the 
prophet predicted : for the people trod upon him in 
the gate, and he died, fee the note on ¥. 17. 


CHAP. VIII. 


HIS chapter gives an account of fome ad- 


y.2. And the woman arofe, and did after the 


vice Eliba had formerly given to the Shu-|/aying of the man of God, &c.] Whole word fhe 


mamite woman, and of the fucceis of it, y. 1—6. 
and of the ficknefs of the king of Syria, who fent 
to Elifoa, then being at Dama/fcus, by Hazael, to 
know whether he fhould recover ; by whom a mef- 
fage was returned, and Hazael was told by the 
prophet, he fhould be king of Syria, and exercife 
great cruelty in //rae/, y.7—15. and of the bad 
reign of Feboram, fon of Febofbaphat, over. Fudah, 
y. 16—24. and of the reign of his fon Abaziah, 
¥. 25—29.- 


y. 1. Then fpake Elifoa unto the woman, (whofe 
fon be had reftored to life) &c.]. His hoftefs at 
Shunem, ch. iv. 8. ce, the following he faid to 
her, not after the famine in Samaria, but before it, 
as fome circumftances fhew: faying, Arife, and go 
thou and thine houfbold, and fojourn wherefoever 
thou canft fojourn ,; with the greateft fafety. to her 
perion and property, and with the leaft danger to 
her moral and religious character: for the Lord 
hath called for a famine, and it foail alfo come upon 


had reafon to believe; fhe having a fon given to 
her according to his word, and this reftored to life 
when dead through his interceffion: and fhe went 
with ber houfhold, and fojourned in the land of the 
Philiftines, which was not far from her native place,’ 
and where there was plenty of food, and fhe could 
have as free an exercife of her religion as in the 
idolatrous kingdom of J/rael. 

_¥. 3. And it came to pafs at the feven years ends 
that the woman returned out of the land of the Phi- 
liftines, &c.] Either hearing that the famine was 
over, or believing that it was, the time being ex- 
pired the prophet fixed for it: and fhe went forth to 
cry unto the king for ber .houfe, and for her land; 
which her neareft relations in her abfence had 
feized upon, as heirs to them ; or thofe in whole 
hands fhe had entrufted them refufed, upon her re- 
turn, to deliver them to her ; or the king’s officers 
had feized upon them for him, as forfeited to the 
crown.by her going out of the land without leave; 
and now fhe needed a friend to fpeak for her to the _ 


the land feven years; which Farchi fays.was the|king, which, in time paft, fhe had no occafion 
famine that was in the days of vel; it was, un- for, and thought fhe never fhould, fee ch. iv. 13. 
doubtedly, on: account of the idolatry of Irael,\ yt. 4. And the king talked with Gebaxi the fervant 
and was double the time of that in the days of of the man of God, &c.J Elifha’s fervant, juft at 
Elijah. the fame time the woman made her ree to 
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him ; fo that this was before he was difimiffed from 
the fervice of the prophet, and confequently before 
the affair of Naaman’s cure, and fo before the fiege 
of Samaria: faying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the 
great things that Elifoa hath done, the miracles he 
wrought, as the dividing of the waters of Jordan, and 
healing thofe near Jericho ; the affair of procuring 
water for the armies of the three kings in Edom he 
needed not to relate, fince feboram was.an eye- 
witnefs thereof; the next was-the multiplying the 
widow’s crufe of oil, when he in courfe came to 
thofe that were done for the Shunamite woman. 


¥. 5. And it came to pafs, as be was telling the Jaying, foall I recover of this difeafe ? he calls him: 


king bow he had reftored a dead body to life, &c.} 
which was the Shunamite’s fon: that bebold, the 
woman whofe fon he had reftored to life, cried to the 
king for her boufe, and for ber land, came and pre- 
fented her petition to the king at that very inftant: 
and Gebazi faid, My lord, O king, this is the wo- 
man, and this is her fon, whom Elifba reftored. to 
life; the very perfon I am {peaking of. 

¥. 6. And when the king afked the woman, fhe 
told bim, &c.\ The whole affair; how that fhe 
had a fon according to the word of Eii/ba, when 
fhe had been barren, and her hufband old; that 
this child was ftruck with ficknefs, and died; and 
that the prophet, through his prayers, reftored it 
to life: fo the king appointed unto her a certain offi- 
cer ; the word fignifies an eunuch; him he ordered 
to attend upon her, and affift her, and fee to it 
that fhe was put into the poffeffion of her houfe 


KODAAGIS: 


Ch. vill. ve 515) 


fruitful place, and had abundance of gare nd 
orchards in it, which yielded excellent fruit, and 
of fuch it is probable the prefent’ con and 
which was large: even 40 camels burden; which — 
as they are ftrong creatures, will bear a great 
Abarbinel thinks, bread, flefh and wine, an 
were in the*prefent, but not gold, filver ar 
ment, which the prophet had refufed to take of 
Naaman ; the Hews have a fable, that there was a 
precious ftone in it, worth all the good thingsof Da~ 

mafcus: and came and flood before him, and far 
on Benhadad, king of Syria, bath fent me to 


- 


his fon, in veneration of the prophet as a father, 
as fuch men were called. 2 CROCS, 
yw 10. And Elifoa faid unto him, go, fay unto 
him, thou mayeft certainly recover, &e) Phat is, 
of the difeafe ; and there was not only ap obabi i 
that he might recover of it, it not being’a morta 
one, but a certainty that he fhould not of 
as he did not, but’ die a violent deathy which the. 
prophet predicts in the next claufe ; though fome’ 
take thefe words not as a command," what he fhould © 
fay, but as a prediction of what he" would fay; 
that he would go and tell him he fhould certainly 
recover, becaufe he would not difeourage him, 
though the prophet affures him in the next claufe ; 
that he fhould die: there is a various’ reading of 
thefe words, we follow the marginal reading, but 
the textual reading is, fay, thou foalt not certainly 
recover, or in living live, which agrees with what 


and land: faying, Reftore all that was bers, and all\follows: bowbeit, or for the Lord hath foewed me, 


the fruits of the field, jince the day that fhe left the 
land, even til/now; not only her houfe and land, 
but all the rent, profits, and dues arifing from 
thence during the time of her abfence: the Fews 
except the rent of her houfe. 

y¥.7. And Elifha came to Damafcus, &c.] On 
what account, and when, is not certain, whether 
to convert Gebazi, as fay the Jews“; _or to confirm 
Naaman in the true religion he profeffed, for which 
he might be difmified from his effice, fince-another 
man was made general of the Syrian army ; or on 
account of the famine; or rather it may be to 
anoint, or however to declare that Hazae/ would be 
king of Syria; fee 1 Kings xix. 15. and Benbadad 
the king of Syria was fick ; at the time he came thi- 
ther, where his palace was, and now a Mabometan 
temple ; a very extraordinary building, according 
to Benjamin the Few *: and it was told him, faying, 
the man of God is come hither; the famous prophet 
in Irael, Elifoa, through whom Naamaz his gene- 
ral had been cured of his leprofy, of whom he had 
heard fo much. 

¥. 8. And the king faid to Hazael, &c.] The 
captain-general of his army : take a prefent in thine 
hand, and go and meet the man of God; who per- 
haps was not as yet come into the city, only into 


the region of Damafcus: or rather with thee ; fo|young men wilt thou flay with the fword; in b 


the Vulgate Latin and Arabic verfions ; and which 
Noldius* approves of, fince a burden of 40 camels, 
¥.g. could not be carried in the hand: and en- 


quire of the Lord by him, faying, fall I recover of |g. and rip up their women with child, wi 
this difeafe ; he did not defire him to pray the Lord , 


that he might recover, only was curious to know 
whether he fhould or not, fee ch. i. 2. 

¥.9. So Hazael went to meet him, and’ took a 
prefent with bim, &c.] As was ufual when a pro- 
phet or feer was confulted, fee 1 Sam. ix. 7. even 


of every good thing of Damafcus ; which was a very|a@ dog, that be fhould do this x at 


‘ 


* T, Bab. Sotah, fol. 47.1. 


* Itinerar. p. sc. 
mer. lliad, 22. , 63, 64. ‘ mAs 


that he fhall furely die; though not of that fick- 
nefs, nor a natural death, but a violent one,’ and’ 
that by the hand of this his fervant, though he 
does not exprefs it. 1 aT 
y.11. And he Settled his countenance ftedfaftly, . 
&c.}, Refrained himfelf as much as poffible, that’ 
he might not weep, as fome Yewi/b writers inter- 
pret it;.or as others, he turned his face on one 
fide, and covered it with his hands, that Hazae/ 
might not fee him weep ; or rather he fet his face 


|on Hazael, and looked at him fo withly watil be 


was afbamed , thatis, Hazael; the prophet looked 
him out of countenance: and the man of God wept; 
at the thought of what calamities’ the man before 
him he looked on, would be the caufe of in I/rgel, 
as the following words fhew, ial 
y. 12. And Hazael faid, Why weepeth my Tord, 
&c.] Imagining it was for the death of Benbadad 
he had prediéted, for which he could feé no reafon 3 
of the title, my lord, fee 1 Kings xviii. 7. and be - 
anfwered, Becaufe I know the evil that thou wilt do 
unto the children of Ifrael,; which he forefaw by a 
fpirit of prophecy; and J/rae/ being his own peo- 
ple, he fympathifed in their calamities before they 
came: their ftrong bolds wilt thou fet on fire s whi 
fhould be taken by him, fee ch. x. 32. and th 


and wilt dof their children, againft rock: 
ftones, or ftone-walls, or upon the ‘Br ind, fi 
ee P 


or pavement, as was ufual in war®, 


the height of -barbarity and cruely. » Be, 
and Ben Melech interpret this of b 
the walls of fortified cities, built ftror 
and mountains; but this is fuppofed | 
claule. "achive. Wii 6 
y. 13. And Hazael faid, But what, is ‘ti 


* Ebr, Concord, Part. p. 189. No, 862, — 


Ch. viii. x. 14—2, 


What doft thou take me to be, a vile, impudent, 
fierce, and cruel creature, as a dog, to be guilty 
of fo great inhumanity and barbarity as this? or 
what is thy fervant? a dog, a mean abject crea- 
ture, of no power and authority, uncapable of 
doing fuch great things fpoken of ; to which fenfe 
not only what is predicted of him, faid to be great, 
inclines, but what follows: and Elifha anfwered, 
The Lord bath foewed me that thou thalt be king over 
Syria and that thou fhalc have power enough to 
do this ; this declaration, according to Ben Gerfom, 
was the anointing of him, predicted 1 Kings xix. 
15. 

a 14. So he departed from Elifba, and came to 
bis mafter, &c.] Benhadad king of Syria: who 
faid to him, What faid Elifoa to thee? concerning 
his recovery, which was the thing uppermoft in 
his mind, and he was eagerly defirous to know 
how it would he: and he anfwered, He told me that 
thou foouldft furely recover; which was falfe ; for he 
only faid that he might, and not that he fhould; 
and he concealed what he alfo declared, that tho? 
he might recover of his difeafe, yet that he fhould 
furely die in another way. 

¥. 15. And it came to pafs on the morrow, &c. ] 
In fuch hafte was Hazael to be king, as the pro- 
phet faid he would be: that be took a thick cloth, 
and dipt it in water, and fpread it on bis face, fo 
that he died; not that Benbadad took or ordered {uch 
a cloth to be dipped and laid on his own face, to 
allay the violent heatin him; but Aazael did this, 
and perhaps under fuch a pretence; but his real 
defign was to ftrike in the heat, or fuffocate him ; 
_ for fuch a thick cloth, one of the bed-cloths, 
made of goat’s hair as is fuppofed, being dipped 
in water, would fuck in a great deal; and bein 
Jaid on his face, would prefs hard, and he not able 
to throw it off, it would let in much water into his 
mouth and noftrils, and fuffocate him, without 
Jeaving any marks of violence, which might render 
his death fufpicious: and Hazael reigned in bis 
fiead; having an intereft in the army, of which he 
was general, and perhaps had done fome exploits 
which had recommended him to the regard of the 
people. 


¥.16. And in the fifth year of Foram the fon of\ 


Abad king of Ifrael, 8c.) Who began his reign in 
the 18th year of Febofbapbat, ch. iii. 1. Febofbaphat 
being then king of Fudabs as he continued to 
be two years more; for ‘this muft be in the 23d 
year of his reign, and he reigned 25 years, 1 Kings 


xxii. 42. Fehoram the fon of Febofoapbat king of 


Fudab began to reign; according to Dr. Lightfoot *, 
there were three beginnings of his reign; jirf, 
when his father went with Abab to Ramoth-Gilead, 
when he was left viceroy, and afterwards his fa- 
ther reaffumed the kingdom ; the fecond time was, 
when Febohapbat went with the kings of J/rael and 
Edom again{t Moab; and this is the time here re- 
{pected, which was in the fifth of Yoram king of 
LJ/rael and the ¢hird time was at the death of his 
father ; but now his father was living. 

¥. 17. Thirty and two years old was he when he 
began to reign, &c.] The fecond time, in the life- 
time of his father: and be reigned eight years in Fe- 
rufalem ; which ended in the twelfth year of Foram 
king of J/racl, ¥. 25. 


¥.18. And be walked in the way of the kings of 


& Works, vol. 1. p. 94, 
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Yrael, as did the houfe of Abab, &c.] Imitated 
them in idolatry : for the daughter of Abab was bis 
wife ; whofe name was Athaliah, y. 26. and b 
her he was drawn into idolatrous practices ; of fuch 
bad confequence are marriages with idolaters ; it is 
very much that fo good a king as Feho/naphat his 
father was, fhould contract fuch an affinity ; he 
fuffered for it in more inftances than one: and be 
did evil in the fight of the Lord, was guilty of ido- 
latry, than which nothing was more difpleafing to 
the Lord; for he made high places, and compelled 
his {ubjeéts to commit idolatry, 2 Chron. xxi 11. 

¥.19. Yet the Lord would not deftroy Fudab for 
David bis fervant’s fake, &c.] Not for his merits, 
but for the mercy he affured him of: as be pro- 
mifed bim to give to him always a light, and to bis 
children; or a kingdom, as the J; argum; therefore 
he would not utterly deftroy the tribe, nor fuffer 
the fceptre or government to depart from it till the 
Meffiah came, fee P/- cxxxii. 11. 17. 

¥. 20. In his days Edom revolted from under the 
hand of Fudab, &c.] Who had been tributary to 
Judah ever fince the times of David, for the {pace 
of 150 years: and made a king over themfelves ; for 
though they are faid to have kings, thofe were only 
deputy-kings, asin 1 Kings xxii. 47. and now the 
prediction of J/aac began to be accomplithed, Gen. 
XXVii. 40. 

W. 21. So Foram went over to Zair, &e. A 
city in Edom, the fame with the Zaara of Prolemy'; 
fome take it to be the fame with Seir, the mountain 
or country of that name: and all the chariots with 
him; all the chariots of war he had ; and he rofé 
by night, and {mote the Edomites which compajjed 
him about ; who came out of their cities in great 


gj numbers, and furrounded him, he having entered 


into their country in an hoftile way, to fubdue 
them: and the captains of the chariots; which be- 
longed to the Edomites; thoie he {mote, 2 Chron. 
xxi. 9. and the people fied into their tents; the army 
being routed. 

¥. 22. Yet Edom revolted from under the hand of 
Yudak unto this day, &c.) . Joram not purfuing the 
enemy, and taking the advantage of the victory, 
but returning to his own land, the reafon of which 
follows: then Libnab revolted at the Jame time; a 
confiderable city in his own kingdom, a levitical 
one; this revolt was occafioned, perhaps, by his 
idolatrous practices, and which he compelled his 
fubjects to; of this city fee Fab. x. 29. and xxi. 13. 

¥. 23. And the reft of the acts of foram, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Fudab?} Not in the ca- 
nonical book of chronicles, though fome of his 
acts are recorded there, fee 2 Chron. xxi. but in 
the annals of the kings of fudab, written by perfons 
appointed for that purpofe. "i 

¥. 24. And Foram flept with bis fathers, &c.} 
Died as they did: and was buried with bis fathers 
in the city of David; but not in the fepulchres of 
the kings, and without any funeral pomp, and 
without any mourning and lamentation for him, he 
being not beloved, and his life not at all defirable, 
2 Chron. xxi. 19, 20, and Abaziah bis fon reigned 
in bis flead, of whom more is {aid in the following 
verfes, 

¥. 25. In the twelfth year of Foram the fon of 
Abab king of Ifrael, did Akaziah the fon of 7 oe 
‘ king 


4 Geograph, 1.5. ¢. 17. 
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king of Fudah begin to reign.] He is called Fehoa-| &c.] His mother’s brother, and fo his uncle: to 


baz, and 
2 Chron. xxi. 17. 
y¥. 26. Two an 
when be began to reign, &c. 
he is faid to be forty-two years of age; the folu- 
tion of that difficulty is referved for the note on 
that place : and he reigned one year in Ferufalem , 


d twenty years old was. Ahaziah 


faid to be the youngeft fon of Feboram,|the war againft Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth- 


gilead which he went to recover out of the hands 
of the king of Syria, as his father 4bab h j 


In 2 Chron. xxii. 2.|tempted in his time; in which he was’ affifted 


Fehofbaphat, as now foram was by a grandfon of 
his: aud the Syrians wounded foram, as they’ did 


his. father .4baé at.thefame place, though his 


which was the whole of his reign: and bis motber’s| wound was not mortal, as his father’s was, 4. 


name was Athaliah the daughter of Omrt king of 


¥. 29. And king Foram went back, &c.|° From 


Joel; that is, his grandaughter; for fhe was the| Remoth, having taken it, and left his army there > 
daughter of Abab the fon of Omri, yr. 18. it was] to, be healed in Jearecl, of the wounds which the Sy-- 


ufual for grandchildren to be called children, fons 
‘and daughters, and perhaps fhe might be educated 
in the family of Omrt. é 

y¥.27. And he walked in the way of the boufe of 
Abab, and did evil in the fight of the Lord, as did 
the houfe of Abab, &c.| Worthipping the calves, 
and Baal alfo: for he was the fon-in law of the 
houfe of Abab: he was the fon of Feboram, who 
was fon-in-law to Abad, having married his daugh- 
ter, which accounts for his being guilty of the 
fame idolatrous practices. - 

y. 28. And he went with Foram the fon of Abab, 


CHA 


N this chapter we are told, that one of the 


I 


rians had given him at Ramah; the fame with Ra- 
moth-gilead: whenihe fought again Hazael. king of 
Syria, for Benbadad being dead, he was.now king 
in hisroom, ¥. 15. end Abaziah the fon of Feboram. 
king of Judah, went down to fee Joram: the fon of 
Abab in Fezreel, becaufe be was fick, of the wounds 
which he had received, which might oceafion a fe- 
verith diforder ; and fo it was brought about in 
providence, that Abaziab, fhould here meet with 
the deftruction appointed for him, of which in the ‘ 


following chapter. See 2 Chrom. xxiiv7s © 9. 


pe gy, 


jaud fay, thus faith the Lord, I have anointed thee 
fons of the prophets was fent by Z/i/ba to anoint | king: over Ifrael; which was done{ not’ with the 


Febu king of Ifrael, and to order him to fmite and) anointing oil in the temple, which’ could’ not be 
deftroy the whole houfe of dab, ¥. 1—10. which) come at; and -with which, as Kimchi! from their 
being done unto him, and the order received.by Febu,| Rabbins, fays, only the kings of the houfe of Da- 
he acquainted his captains with it, ¥. 11-15. who) vd were anointed, and theysonly when) there was 
fet out with him immediately to Fezrecl, ¥..16-—21.|a divifion, or the crown. was tranflated ‘to ‘another 
where he flew Foram king of I/rael, ¥.22—26.|family, as was the ‘cafenow; but with common 
and Abaziab king of Fudab, ¥. 27, 28, 29. andjoil, or the oil of balfam, fuch as the prophet had 
Fezebel, the widow of Abas, and mother of ;Foram,|in his houfe : then open the door and flee; and tarry 
Y. 30—37. : ' not ; left he fhould be:examined. by the captains, 
and.come into danger ;. though: before ‘he went 
out he was to'fay whatris recorded in y. 7,8. 9, 
10, om ah 


y.1. And Elifha the prophet called. one. of the 
children of the prophets, &c.] Who the Jews ge- 
nerally fay* was ‘¥onab the fon of Amittai: and) ».y.4., Sa'the young man, even the young’ mam the 
‘faid, gird up thy loins ; his loofe and long garments! prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead.| It is repeated,. 
about his loins, for quicker difpatch in travelling: that» it ‘might be\obferved, that it was a young 


and take this box. of oil in thine hand, for an ule, 
after directed to: and go to Ramoth-gilead ; where 
Foram had left his army with his captains, to keep 
the city from the Syrians. 

¥. 2. And when thou. comeft 


thither, &e.] To! 


man. that went, who was more fit for’ this fervice 
than Elifha, partly:bccaufe of his agessand partly 
becaufe he would be lefs known ; yas alfo this age 
is remarked, this being:a-bold and’ daring a@tion 
in a young man to anoint a new. king,’ as well as 


Ramoth gilead, but from whence he went is uncer- 
tain, doubtlefs where there was’a fchool of the-pro- 


it was honourable ; \.and\ moreover,) he .Was ‘not 
only one.of the. fons of the prophets, but was a 


phets, perhaps that which was erected near ‘Yor-|prophet himfelf; though! young, andiftillva more 
dan, on the other fide of which lay Ramoth-gilead,| fit perfon for fuch»a fervice ; though the Largum 
ch. vi. 1, 2. look out there Febu the fon of Fehofbaphat,|is, a young,man, a difciple:of ‘the prophets. © 
the fon of Nimfbi, the fame that Elijah was. ordered] .. Yi»; And when he came, bebold, théevcaptains of 
to anoint, but it was deferred till now, a, reprieve|#e, holt were /itting,|8¢,], Hither atwa table, be- 
being granted to 4hab upon his humiliation, 1 Kings|ing.at dinner, or at acouncil of war : and he faid 
xix. 16, and xxi. 29. and go in, and make him\I. have an errand unto-thee; O captains loo 
arife up from among his brethren, the captains|and directing his fpeech to. Febu 5 or J havea word 
of the army : and carry him into an inner chamber ;\to thee', fomething tofay to thee, intimating that 
a-chamber within a chamber, as in the original ;|he defired\to.fpeak, to. him»yalone and Febu Said, 
this he was to do for fecrecy, that it might not bel uato which of all us.2-nowperhaps at firft thorot 
feen what he did to Febw; and left he fhould be}ly underftanding \whoyhe meant ; or however wa: 
prevented doing it by the captains, or “be expofed| willing to have,\it, repeated,.and» explained, ‘that it 
to danger for doing it; fince that might be deemed] might be manifeft to the whole company that he 
treafon to do what he was to do, and did, as fol-|was intended: and befaid} to thee, Ovcaptain,. 
lows.’* * . ~~" Ito him only. tie ide dees 
~ ¥. 3. Then take the box of cil, and pour it on bis| y.6. And be arofe, and went into the boufe, 8c.) 
head, &c.| When in the chamber together alone :|Into the inner,chambersin it: and he poured the oil 


: rs 2, ae : | 
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* Seder Olam Rabba, c. 18. p. at 


Ch.ix.%.7-16. IL KI 


on bis bead, and faid unto him, thus faith the Lord\ing this he faid,. to 


God of Ifrael, I have anointed thee king over the: 
people of the Lord, even over Irael, for though 
they were fallen into idolatry, and from the pure 
worthip of God, yet the Lord had ftill a right 
unto them, and as yet he had not wrote a /o-ammi 
upon them ; and there were many among them 
which had not bowed the knee to Baal. 

¥.7. And thou foalt {mite the houfe of Abab thy 
mafter, 8c.\ For Febu was one of Abab’s cap- 
tains, as he was now one of his fon’s, as appears 
from y. 25. but this was to be no objection with 
him to the:deftroying of his houfe, as being an 
act of high-treafon, fince he had an order for it 
from the King of kings, and Lord of lords; which 
otherwife would have feemed unlawful and crimi- 
nal, and what follows will fufficiently vindicate 
the juftice of God in it: shat I] may avenge the. 
blood of my fervants the prophets, and the blood of 
all the fervants of the Lord, at the band of Fezebel; 
who killed the prophets of the Lord, and caufed 
to be put to death Nadoth the fervant of the Lord, 
and now their blood was to’ be avenged on her and 
her fon Yoram, and all her family. ' 

¥.8. For the whole boufe of Abab fhail periph, 
&c.}] Be cut off by death, and that in a violent 
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put. them off enquiring any 

farther. ' eit 

¥. 12. And they faid, Iris fale, Tell us now, &c.] 
They did not believe he {poke truth, but concealed 
from them the real matter; which they concluded 
to be of fome importance, by the haftinefs of the 
meflenger, the privacy. between them, the counte- 
nance of Yebu, which difcovered thoughtfulnefs 
and concern, and the trifling anfwer he fought to put 
them off with ; all which increafed their curiofity, 
and made them urgent and importunate-to know 
the truth of the matter: avd be faid, Thus and 
thus [pake he to me; fuch and fuch words as above: 
and particularly /aying, Thus faith the Lord, I bave 


anointed thee king over J/rael; and no doubt told 


them that he poured oil on his head, and anointed 
him, and he might fhew them the oil. 

¥. 13. Then they hafted, and took every man bis 
garment, and put it under bim on the top of the ftairs, 
&c.] That is, under, Febu, that he might be 
raifed higher, and put on an eminence above them, 
agreeable to the high rank and dignity he was 
raifed unto, and which they hereby acknowledged $ 
and that he might be confpicuous to others ; and. 
this was done upon the top of the ftairs, the firft 
and higheft of them, which led up either to an up- . 


manner, not one fhould efcape: and I will cut off \per room, or to.a {caffold ereéted for this purpofe ; 


from Abab him that piffeth againft the wall, and 
him that is fout up and left in Ifrael, of thefe 
phrafes, fee the notes on 1 Kings xiv. 10. and 
XXi. 21. 

¥.9. And I will make the houfe of Abab, &c.] 
The fame is threatened in 1 Kings xxi. 22. fee the 
note there. 

y¥. 10. And the dogs fhall eat Fexebel in the portion 
of Fexreel, &c.| Or in the field of Fezreel; the 
Yargum is, the inheritance of Yezreel; this is alfo 
threatened, 1 Kings xxi. 23. and there fhall be none 


the Targum is, on the degree of hours, a fun-dial, 
a {tone on which were engraven the twelve hotirs 
of the day; and which, by the fun’s fhadow on ir, 
it might be known what hour it was; and at or: 
upon this {tone they laid their clothes, for Febu to 
fit upon ; not their wearing apparel, but carpets,” 
or pieces of tapeftry, or fuch like things: and blew 
with trumpets, faying, Febu is king, and they 
might come the more eafily into fuch an acknow- 
ledgment of him as fuch, though he was anointed 


ix one whom they had juft called a mad fellow ; 


to bury her ; or nothing of her to bury, as Kimchi,| being not. fo well affected to Abad’s family, and 


all being eat np but her fkull, feet, and the palms} having a great refpect for Febe, the chief com- 
of her hands, fee y. 35. and be opened the door, and\ mander of the army, and efpecially being under a 
fled; that is, the young man of the fons of the pro-| particular influence of the divine providence, which 


phets, as foon as he had faid the above words, as moved them to take fuch a ftep. 


he was ordered, left. he fhould be taken up for a 
traitor. 


| Nimphi, confpired againft foram, 8c.) 


v.14. So Febu the fon of Febofhaphat, the fon of 
He and the 


y. 11. Then Fehucame forth to the fervants of bis,captains with him entered into a confederacy to de- 


lord, &c.] The reft of the captains of the army, 
who ferved under Yoram. as he did: and one faid 
unto bim, 1s all well? one of the captains, the 
greateft of them, as Kimchi; he enquired. whether 
he brought any ill news, fince he came and went 
in fuch hafte: wherefore came this mad fellow to 
thee? {o prophane men, efpecially the worfhippers 
of Baal, as thofe captains might be, were wont to 
call the prophets of the Lord, becaufe of their ha- 
bit, their manner of living, and the geftures they 
fometimes ufed in prophetying, and efpecially be- 


pole Foram, and fet him up as king: now Foram 
had kept Ramoth-gilead, be and all Ijrael, becaufe of 
| Hazael king of Syria; having taken it, he left his 
army in it, under the command of his captains, of 
which ‘febu was the chief, to keep it from the king 
of Syria; which gave Febu a fairer opportunity, 
having the army at his command, and ata diftance 
from Yoram, of forming a confpiracy again{t him. 
¥. 15. But king Joram was returned tobe bealed 
in Fezreel, &c.]. Asis recorded, ch. viii. 29. and 
here repeated for the reafon above given: and Febu 


caufe of the things they prophefied of; and evenjfaid, If it be your minds; to engage one and all, 


prophets were fometimes called fo, becaufe, in 
the time of their prophefying, they. appeared as 
madmen ®, and in a phrenzy: and be faid unto 
them, Ye know the man, and bis communication ; 
you faw by his habit of what profeffion he is, and 
you. may eafily guefs what -he talked of, as fuch 
men ufually:do,: about religion, and one whimfical 
thing or another, reproving men for their fins, and 
telling them what they ought to do ; and fuch like 
things you:may well imagine he has been talking 
of to me; you rightly call him ‘a mad fellow, and 
you may. well fuppofe his difcourfe:was agreeable 
to his charaGter, and not worth relating and hear- 


oo | 
Cave’ 


3 David de Pomis, Lexic. p. 204. 3. 
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and heartily, in this confpiracy,' and to make me 
king: then Jet none go forth nor efcape out of the 
city, to go to tell it in Fezreel; that fo Joram might 
be furprifed unawares, and have no opportunity ei- 
ther of fleeing or of preparing for his defence. 

v.16. So Jebu rode ina chariot, &c.]. In great 
pomp and majefty as aking : and went to Fezreel; 
fet forward on a march thither with his captains, 
and part of his army at leaft, from Ramoth-gilead, - 
which, according to Bunting”, were 24 miles: for 
Joram lay there; to be cured of his wounds, as 
before obferved : and Abaziabh king of Fudab was 
come down to fee foram; fee ch. viii. 29. | 


ava 


a Travels, &c. p. 166. 
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y. 17. nd there flood a watchman on the tower 
of Fezreel, &c.] Who could fee afar off when an 
enemy was coming, and his bufinefs was to give 
‘notice of it ; and efpecially he was, now on his 
watch-tower, becaufe the king was there, and this 
was neceflary for his fafety : and be fpied the com- 
pany of Febu as be came, and faid, I fee a company 
a troop of foldiers, though he did not know who 
they were, and to whom they belonged, whether 
they were Syrians or Iraelites , which was reported 
to the king: and foram faid, take amborfeman, and 
fend to meet them, and let him fay, is it peace he 
might fear fome ill had befallen his army at Ka- 
moth-gilead, and the Syrians had got the advantage 
of them ; or they had made an irruption into his 
country, and were coming to attack him at 7ez- 
reel; or there was an infurrection among his own 
people. 

y. 18. So there went one on horfeback to meet him, 
and faid, thus faith the king, is it peace ? &c.| Are 
things well in the army, or any difturbance in the 
kingdom ? are you come as friends or enemies? 
and Jehu faid, what haft thou to do with peace ? 
or to. afk fuch a°queftion: turn thee behind me , 
which he was obliged to do, Febu having fuch a 
company of foldiers with him and this he did, 
that he might carry no tidings to Foram, that he 
might not know as yet who he and his company 
were: and the watchman told, faying, the meffenger 
came to them, but he cometh not again; of this he 
fent word to the king what he had obferved. 

y.19. then he fent out a fecond on horfeback, 
avhich came to them, and faid, &c.] The fame as 
the firft meflenger did, and had the fame anfwer, 
and was bid to do the fame as in the preceding 
verfe. 

y. 20. And the watchman told, faying, he came 
even unto them, and cometh not again, &c.] Was 
detained, as the other was: aud the driving is like 
the driving of Febu the fon of Nimfhi, for coming 
nearer, the watchman could difcern the manner of 
his driving: for be driveth furioufly ; in great hafte, 
making much fpeed, being a man of a very warm 
and active fpirit; and now being eager to come up 
with Joram, and feize him unprepared, and afcend 
the throne; the Targum is the reverfe, ‘* for he 
driveth quietly or lowly,” being defirous of draw- 
_ ing Joram out of the city, and get him into his 
hands, and flay him, that he might not have the 
trouble of. befieging the place, which was able to 
hold out fome time againft him; and befides, he 
remembered the prophecy of Eli/ba, that Nadoth’s 
blood would be requited im the field of Fezreel, 
¥. 26. and therefore was defirous of drawing him 
out of the city, in order to flay him there. 

¥. 21. And Joram faid, make ready, &c.) The 
chariot, put to the horfes ; bind them, as the word 
fignifies, to the chariot: and his chariot was made 
ready; by his fervants immediately : and foram 
king of Ifrael, and Abaziab king of Judab went out, 
each in bis chariot ; not both in the fame chariot, 
but each in hi8 own, for the fake of greater mag- 
nificence : and they went out againft Febu; not in 
an hoftile manner, for they had no notion of him 
as an enemy ; though it is much they had no fu- 
fpicion of him by his detaining the mefiengers ; 
but Yoram perhaps thought he was defirous of de- 
livering his meffage himtelf; and in honour to him, 
and alio being eager to know what it was, went 
out to meet him : and met him inthe portion of Na- 
both the Fezreelite; which had been his, and where, 
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or near it, he was ftoned, and his blood thed; a 
very inau(lpicious place to meet himin, 

¥. 22. And it came to pafs when foram faw Febu, 
that be faid, is it peace, Jebu? &c.| Have thing: 
gone well at Ramoth-gilead? art thou come in tt 
umph from thence ? or obliged to fly from the. 
rians? or art thou come in a peaceable, or in an 
hoftile manner to me? and he anfwered, what 
peace ; canft thou expect at home or abroad, from - 
me or others: fo long as the whoredoms of thy, 
mother Fezebel, and her witchcrafts are fo many 2. 
which may be underftood both literally of corpo- 


ral whoredom, and diabolical arts fhe was addiéted ~ 


to,. and figuratively of idolatry, often called whore- 
dom in feripture, and of the wicked arts and-me- 


thods fhe made ufe of to inveigle and entice per- — 


fons into it; and both thefe very often went toge- 
gether ; fee Nabunriii. 4.. and of which Joram was 
guilty, at Jeaft in part ; he connived at all in her, 
and did not attempt to reftrain her, and therefore 
had no claim to peace, protection and fafety. 

¥.23. And Foram turned bis hand, and fled, &c.} 
Taking hold of the horfes reins with it to turn 
them, or by the motion of it dire¢ting the cha- 
rioteer to turn them back towards Fezreel, whie 
thér he fled: and faid to Abaziah, there is -ireas 
chery, O Abaziah ; a con{piracy formed, and re- 
bellion raifed by the captains, at the head of which 
he fuppofed Febu was. 

¥. 24. And Febu drew a bow with bis full firength, 
&c.] To give the arrow all the force he could s 
and {mote feboram between his arms; that is, be- 
tween his fhoulders, his back being turned to him, 
and the chariot an open one: and the arrow went 
out at his beart ; quite through him: and be funk 
down in his chariot ; and died immediately. 

¥. 25. Then faid Jehu Pa 
Not Foram’s, but Febu’s Captain, though he had 
been the former’s, and his father 4hab’s alfo: take 
up, and cajt him in the portion of the field of Naboth 
the Fezreelite; near to which they were: for re+ 
member, how that when I and thou rode together after 
bab bis father; either in the fame chariot; or 
on horfeback fide by fide, his guards or retinue 
following him two and two: the Lord laid ibis 
burden upon him, this heavy denunciation of yen- 
geance by Elijah the prophet ; and they being to= 
gether, and pretty near, heard ir, as he might res 
member, which follows. . 

y. 26. Surely I have feen yefterday the blood of 
Naboth, &c.] Thefe are the words of the Lord 
to Elijah the day after Nadoth was put to death: 
and the blood of his fons, faid the Lord; who were 
put to death with him, that there might be no heirs 
to the eftate: and I will requite thee in this places 
take vengeance here, as he now did on his fon: 
now therefore take and cajft bim into the plat of 
ground, according to the word of the Lord; wheres 
by it would be fulfilled, fee 1 Kings xxi. 19. more 


is here recited than there, which Febu mem- 
bered. | ~ va 
¥. 27. But when Abaziah the king of Judah faw 


this, Ge.} That Yoram was flain: he fled by the 


way of the garden-houfe; which perhaps, ftood upor- 
the {pot where Nadoté’s vineyard was, turned intoa 
garden by Ahab: and Febu followed after bims as 
tar as Samaria, where he was hid, 2/Cbroa. xxii. 
g. and faid, Smite him alfo in the chariot; this or- 
der he gave to his foldiers to do to him, as he had 
done to Yoram : and they did fo, at the going up to 
eeribe of alae 


| Gur, which is by Ibleam, a city in th 
an 
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idkar bis captain, &c.} ~ 
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Chix. #. 28—39, 1 a 


nafeh, Fo. xvii. 11. and be fled to Megiddos. after 
he was wounded ; another city in the fame tribe, 
Foo. xvii. 11. and died there; at Megiddos though 
fome think that from thence he was had by his fer- 
vants to Samaria, and there hid, and being found, 
was brought from thence to Fezree/, where he was 
flain, and died. ‘7ehu was ordered to deftroy the 
whole houfe of bab, and Abaziah was of that houfe 
by his mother’s fide, and walked in the way of it, 
and was in conjunction with it, and perifhed there- 
with ; this, though here recorded, was after the 
death of Jezebel, and of the 70 fons of Abab, and 
of the brethren of Abaziab. 

¥. 28. And bis fervants carried him in a chariot 
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chambers; thefe, by their look’, fignified they . 
were ready to do any thing Febu fhould direét 
them, Jezebel having been, perhaps, a very cruel 
miftrefs to them, and fo was hated by them; and 
they might hope, by pleafing Febx, to be conti- 
nued at court in their office. 
¥. 33. And be foidy, Throw her down, &c.] 
Out of the window upon the ground: /o they threw 
her down, took her up, afd caft her headlong, as 
they, were bid: and {ome of ber blood was {prinkled 
onthe wall, of the palace where fhe was: and on_ 
the horfes;. whith drew the chariot of Febu; and 
be t¥od her under foot ; with his horfes ; according 
to Kimchi, her fentence, and fo her death, was 


to Ferufalem, &c.] With the leave of Febms be-|f{toning, asa retaliation of Naboth; for ftoning was 
caufe he was the grandfon of Febofbaphat, a fincere|done two ways, both by cafting down perfons on 
worfhipper of God, 2 Chron. xxii. 9. and buried|ftones, and by cafting ftones upon them, fee the 
him in bis fepulchre with his fathers in the city of| note on Ags vii. 58. 
David; fee 1 Kings. xxii. 50. ¥. 34. And when he was come in, &c.] To the pa- 
¥. 29, And in the eleventh year of foram the fon\\ace: he did eat and drink; to refreth himfelf after fo 
Abab, began Abaziah to reign over Fudab.} In| longa march, and doing fuch execution : and faid, go 
ch. viii. 25, it is faid to be in thé’zath year of his| /ac now this curfed woman ; who had been the means 
reign ; it was at the clofe of the 11th, and the be-jof bringing a curfe on Jj/rae/ thro” her idolatry, and 
ginning of the 12th; or he began to reign with} uponAbaé and his family, and upon herfelf, body and 
his father in the 11th as here, and in thes2th as| foul, being curled of God and of men: and bury ber ; 
there, when his father was dead. forgetting the prophecy concerning her; tho’ after- 
y¥. 30. And when Fehu was come to Fezreel, Je wards he remembred it: for fhe is a king’s daughter 3 
-zebel beara of-it, &c.] And of what he had done’ the daughter of Ezbdaal king of the Zidonians, 1 Kings 
to Joram: and foe painted. ber face; or put Stibium| xvi. 31. and therefore, in honour to royal dignity; 
on her eyes; a fort of paint to make them look|though a curfed woman, he ordered the, interment 
beautiful; perhaps the fame with powder of lead-|of her; or hough fhe is the daughter of one of the 
ore, the Adoors now ufe to tinge their eye-brows|kings of the nations of the world, as Kimchi, yet 
with, and make them look black, which they rec-}honour muft be given to whom itis due... .., 
kon graceful, fee the note‘on Ezek, xxiii. 40. this! . ¥.35. dud they went to bury ber, &c.| The 
cuftom now obtains among the white Indians, who,|fervants of ‘febu, according to his orders and in- 
to heighten the luftre of their complexion, and/ftructions: but they found no more of her than the 
render their eyes momgslanguifhing ; put alittle) /cull, and the feet, and the palms of ber hands, the 
black about them": ag@ tired ber bead; drefled|flefh, and even all the reft of her bones, being de- 
her head in the moft elegant manner; not with a|/voured by dogs, fo that there was {carce any thing 
view to tempt Zebu, which fhe could not expect,|of her to be buried, as in ¥. ro. fomething fimilar 
being an aged woman; but for grandeur and ma-}to this happened to A/cletari¢n, a mathematician, 
jefty, and in the pride and haughtinefs of her {pi-|as related by Suetonius °. ; 
rit, which fhe retained to the laft, and refolved to] y¥. 36. Wherefore they came again; and told him; 


keep up and fhew in her extremity and calamity :|8&c.] _ How things were, and what only could bé, 


and looked out at a window, in a bravado, as fear-|found of Jezebel: and be faid, This is the word of 
lefs of Fehu, and to dafh him out of countenance if|the Lord; or the fulfilment of it: which. be Jpake 
the could ; or fhe might hope, by fuch a graceful|by bis fervant Elijah the Tifhbite,.faying ; as in 
and majeftic appearance fhe made, that he would|1 Kings xxi, 23. TF 
be moved to fpare her life; though this does not fo] y. 37. Aud the carcafe of Fexebel fhall be as dung 
well agree with what follows as the former. upon the face of the field, in the portion of Fezreel; 

¥. 31. And as Febu entred in at the gate, Sc.\\&c.] For upon this fpot her carcafe fell when 
Rither of the city of Yezreel, or of the king’s pa-|thrown out of theywindow of the king’s palace; 
lace: fhe faid, Had Zimri peace, who flew bis mae and here.it was left ;sfor the vineyard of NabotB 
ter? Elab the fon of Baafba king of IJ/rael; no, he|the ézreelite, which was in the portion of Fezreel, 
had not ; he reigned but feven days, and being|was hard-by the palace, 1 Kings xxi. 1., there 
befieged, burnt the king’s houfe over him, and}feems to be fome allufion to her name 7ezedel, 
died, 1 Kings xvi. 10. 18. fuggefting that the like] which fignifies where is dung? fo that they fhall not. 
would be his fate, who had flain his mafter Yoram ;|/ay, This is Fezebel; there being nothing left of 
or the words may be rendered, O Zimri, the flayer\her to be feen or pointed to, nor any grave, nor mo- 
of his mafter, calling Febu fo, becaufe of his like-|nument over it on which was fuch an infcriptions 
nefs to Bini. on Here lies Jezebel; or that might lead pofterity to 

y. 5 ae he lift up his face to the window,\fay, This is Fezebel’s grave. Now though the 
&c.] hearing the above words: and /faid,|words of this verfe are not recorded elfewhere, as 
Who is on my fide, who? and will affift in taking|the words of the Lord 


ord; by Elijah, yet as Febuv 
vengeance on this haughty, imperious, and abu-|prefent when they were fpoken, and within 
a 


five woman : and there looked out to bim two or three\hearing of them, he now remembered them, a 
eunuchs ; who ufed to wait on her, as fuch did on|could repeat them, thefe circumftances bringing: 
women of quality, and attend them in their bed-!them frefh to his mind. CHAP 


‘ bon > p VER Ey 
® Agreement of cuftoms between Eaft-Indians and Jews, art, 15. p. 65. » ® In Vita Domitian, ¢. 15, 
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_chapter is concluded with the reign and death of 


_ times called in fcripture: and Febu wrote letters, 


feeing your mafter’s fons are with you, &c.| Sons 


’ as Samaria ve ical walled and fortified, and able 


, moafter’s fons, &c.|  Moft fit for government, 


‘throne, proclaim him king: and fight for your 


a thing of this kind, he would come ‘upon them 


950° I KING Si Chis. 2.25) 
F © tps easel Pp. xX. sy) Ses ot sea 


‘ie chapter gives a farther account of the 
_ deftruéction of the houfe of Ahab by Fehu, or 
his orders, even of all his fons and relations, y. 
f—rr. and alfo of the’brethren of Abaziah king 
of Fudab, ¥. 12—14. of his taking up Febonadad 
the fon of Rechabd into his chariot, ® be a witnefs 
of his zeal for the Lord, y¥. 15, 16, 17. amg of 
his gathering together the prophets, priefts, and 
worfhippers of Baal, and flaying them, ¥. 18—25. 
and a his extirpation of the idolatry of Baal, y. 
26, 27, 28. neverthelefs he continued the worfhip 
of the calves, ¥. 29, 30, 31. wherefore J/rael was 
diftreffed by the king of Syria, ¥. 32, 33.. and the 


ftances than dhe two kings, as they ate truly” ep 
fented in y¥. 2. ren 
¥. 5. And be Phat was over the heufe, 8c. 
The king’s palace in Samaria, who had the eufto> ~ 
dy, care, and government of it : and he that was over 
the city; the commander and governor of ‘it, ‘that } 
had the higheft poft in it under the king: shee? ~» 
ders alfo; all other fubordinate officers and magi+ 
{trates : and the bringers up of the children; who | 
had the education of the king’s fons committed to 
them: fent to Febu, faying, We are thy fervants; 
and will do all that thou halt bid us they were 
ready to do homage, and fwear allegiance to him 
as their king, and obey all his commands as faith- 
ful fubjects : qwe will not make any kings or fet u 
any on the ae no not any of the fons or gran 
fons of Abab: dothou_that which is good in thine 
eyes; we will never oppofe thee.” AE: 
y.6. Then he wrote a letter the fecond time to 
them, &c.| Having gained his point by the for- 
mer ; Saying, If ye be mine; acknowledge yourfelves 
my fubjects and fervants ; and if ye wall bearken to-, 
my voice ; obey my commands: take ye the beads 
of the men your mafter’s fons , that is, take off their 
heads: and come to me to Fezreel by to-morrow tbis 
time; meaning with the heads along with them: 
(now the king’s fons being feventy perjons, were with 
the great men of thevcity, which brought them up :) 
they were in their houfes, and under thél¥ tuition, 
and fo had an authority over them, and could dif- 
pofe of them at pléafure; they were not ordinary 
peffons to whofe care t were committed," but - 
the principal men of the @ity.. mcs 
¥.7. And it came to pals when the letter came to 
them, &c.| They did not in the leaft hefitate, but. 
immediately complied with. the contents of it: that 
they took the King’s fons, and flew 70 perils which 
was the whole number of them : and put their beads 
in bafkets, and fent them to Fezreel, as a pre- 
fent to Febu, jutt as they carried the firft-fruirs, as 
Abarbinel obferves. : 
y. 8. And theregeame a meffenger, and told bim, 
faying, They nt ne the beads of the king’se 


Feb, H+ 34 35> 36. 


y. 1. And Abab bad feventy fons in Samaria, 
&c.) Thefe might not be all his immediate fons, 
but fome of them, his grandfons, as fuch are fome- 


and fent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Fezreel; who 
fied thither, perhaps on Yebu’s coming to Fezreel, 
having flain Yoram, being the metropolis of the 
kingdom, to confult about-a fucceffor, or how to 
oppofe Febu, and to fruftrate his defigns: but the 
Septuagint verfion is, to the rulers of Samaria, 
which feems moft likely to be the true reading: fo 
the elders; the civil magiftrates of the city of Sa- 
maria: and to them that brought up Abab’s chil- 
dren: who had the care of their education; who 
either always dwelt at Samaria, being the royal 
city, or were fent with their charge thither, when 
Foram went to Ramoth-gilead, for fafety, fuppofing 
he fhould be wortted "by the Syrians; or they fled 
thither with them-upon the death of Soram: fay- 
ing ; as follows. 

y¥.2. Now as foon as this letter cometh to you, 


of Abab, and fome of Foram, and all either the fons 
or grandfons of Abab: and there are with you cha- 
riots and borfes ; military ones: @ fenced city alfo, 


ht 


ng fiege: and armour; Of all forts, 


" 


to hold out a 
to arm themfelves and people within their. de- 
fence. 


¥. 3. Look even out the bef and meetop of x 
C c- 


Jons, &c.] Perhaps this meffenger to Febu came 
from the great men of Samaria themfelves, to let 
him know that they had obeyed his orders: and be 
jfaid, Lay ye them in two heaps at the entring in of 
e gate, until We morning; very probably. it was - 
towards or at the evening they were brought; and 
he ordered them to be taken out of the bafkets, ; 
and laid in’ two heaps at the entring of the gate of 

the city, that they might be taken notice of, and 
publicly viewed by the people hee and re- 
paffed the gate ; and where they meti 

bers, either on account of the marke 


q 


‘ 
, 
ther on account of age orjiproper qualifications, as | 
wifdom, courage, &e. fet him on his father’s | 
mafter’s houfe, that the crown may continue in his : 
family ; all which he didnot defire might be, but 
in this ‘farcaftic and {neering manner dares them to 
do it. 
¥. 4. But they were exceedingly afraid, &c.] 
They were intimidated at once; for they faw the 
purport of thofe letters, that fhould they attempt 


7 


. 


ith his forces: and faidBebold, two kings flood 
wot before hims the kings of Yrael and Fudab, Fo- 
vam and Abaxiab; but they were unarmed, and 
therefore how fhould they ftand before an armed 
body of men Yehu had with him; this fhews the 
pufillanimity of thefe men to make ufe of fuch an 
argument as this : how then Wall we fiand 2 that is, 
before Zebu; but they were in much better circum- 


at night when the gate was fhut. ot 
¥. 9. And it came to pafs in the morning, t 
: * ‘ “* 7 m 
went out, and fiood, and faid to all the people, 
who were gathered together to this fhocking 
or on the'above accounts: 2 ak bin avings 
had no concern in taking. off the heads of thofe * 
P , ; a 
.. oi 4 
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Chex. ¥.16—17. il. K FRAG Ss Ras abi 
nen: debold, I con/pired againft my mafter, and flew 
bim; 1 own it, and fome may blame me for it, and 
charge me with treafon and murder: dat who flew 
all thefe? not he, but the chief men of, Samaria, 
and therefore muft be more guilty than he, having 
fhed the blood of fo many perfons, who had not 
offended againft God and man to fo great a degree 
as Yoram; this he faid to leflefhis own fin, and 
wipe off the reproach of it, that his character might 
appear fairer in the eyes of the people, concealing, 
at the fame time, his orders for the flaying of 
them. 

¥. 10. Know now, that there foall fall unto the 
earth nothing of the word of the Lord, which the 
Lord /pake concerning the boufe of Abab, 8c. He’ 
would have them obferve, that all this, and what 
elfe fhould follow of the fame kind, were and 
would be brought about by the providence of God, 
according to divine predictions, and as juft punifh- 
ments on Abad’s family for their fins ; and there- 
fore, neither he nor others were.to be blamed for 
what was done, fince they were@nly initruments 
made ufe of by “the Lord, who both foretold all 
this, and gave orders for the execution: of it: for 
the Lord hath done that which he fpake by his fervant 
Elijah; fee 1 Kings xxi. 21. 29.. 

y. 11. So Febu flew all that remained of thesboufe 
of Abab in Fezreel, &c.] Which to do, and to 
juttify himfelf in fo dejng, was the defign of what 
he faid in the preceding verfes : and bis great men; 
his minifters of ftate and counfellors, that advifed 
him to, and abetted him in, his idolatrous prac- 
tices, and fo juftly fuffered for the fame ; and per- 
haps fotihe of them at leaft were thofe very men 
that cut off the heads of his fons in complaifance to 


Yebu: and his i more diftantly related to 


or of Forai and his queén; for they knew nothing 
of the death of Yoram and Fezebel, and the revolu- 
tion made in the kingdom, and therefore with great 
fimplicity tell who they were, and where they were 
going, and’on what account. 

¥.14. And he faid, Take them alive, &c.] _ Gave 
orders, to his guards to feize them, and make ‘Hem 
captives : and they took them alive, and flew them at 
the pit of the focaring-bouf@ where they wafhed the 
fheep when they fheered them; even 42 men, nei- 
ther left be art of them they being, by their grand- 
mother’s fide,*of the houfe of 4ha, and fo within 


thought; though his chief view might be; left 
they fhould make any pretenfions to the crown, 
being defcended from that houfe, or fhould here- 
after attempt to avenge the death of their relations ; 
but by the judgment of God they were cut off as 
idolaters. ; Me 
¥.15. And when he was departed thence, &c.] 
From Betbeked; or the thearing-houfe: be lighted 
on Febonadab the fon of Rechab coming to meet bim; 
a Kenite, a defcendant of Fethro, the father-in- 
law of Mo/es, a wife and good man, as appears by 
the laws and rules he gave to his pofterity, who 
continuedito the times of Feremiab, and were then’ 
obfervant of them, Fer. xxxv. 6—10, this good 
man hearing of eby’s coming to the throne, and 
of his deftruétion of the idolatrous family of Abad, 
and of his zeal for the worfhip of God, and againft 
idolatry, came forth from his tent to/meet him, 
and congratulate him upon it: and be faluted bims; 
Fonadab faluted Febu, according to Abarbinel; or 
bleffed him", wifhed him all happinefs in his king 
dom, and fuccefs in the , ie of it; though 
moft underftand it of Febu’s 
feems beft to agree with the following : and faid to’ 
him, is thy heart right as my heart is with thy heart ? 
that is, haft thou the fame’ cordial affection, and 
fincere refpect for me, as I have for thee? and 
Febonadab anfwered, it is to which fome join the 
next claufe, and-read, and it is; which is doubling 
the anfwer for the confirmation of it, as Kimchi 
fays ; though he alfo obferves, that the latter may 
be interpreted as the anfwer of Febu, by way. of 
interrogation, is z¢? then give me thine hand and 


‘him, or his acqu e and familiars, his affo- 
ciates in fin and wickedinefs: and bis priefts ; who 
officiated for him, and offered his facrifices to Baal; 
the priefts he kept in his palace, and eat at his ta- 
ble: until he left him none remaining; either of his 
kindred or his priefts, that is, that were at Fezree/; 
for there were others at Samaria, ¥.17. 19. 

y. 12. And be arofe, and departed, and came to 
Samaria, &c.) To make a clear riddance there of 
all that belonged to Abad, as at Fezreel, and abo. 
lith idolatry there: and as begwas at the fbearing- 
boufe in the way; or, the howe of the binding of the 
Jfoepherds, who, in fhearing their fheep, bind their 
legs together ; the Targum is, ‘* the honfe of the 
gathering of che. fhepherds ;” where they ufed to 
meet and converfe together; with fome it is th 
proper name of a place, Bethektd, a country vil- 
lage between Fezree/ and Samaria. ‘Ferom {peaks 3 
of a village of this name, fituated in a large plain, 
about 15 miles from a place called Legion, which 
village he takes to be this here. 

y. 13. Febu met with the brethren of Abaziah 
king of Judah, &c.] At the above place; thefe 
were the fons of his brethren, ‘called his brethren, 
as L as called Abrabam’s brother, being his 
brother’s fon ; for as for his brethren, they had ( i 
been flain by the Arabians before he was’ made}much of vain-glory, hypocrify, and a pharifaical 
king, 2 Chrous. xxii. 1. 8. and faid, Who are ye ?\{pirit : fo they made bim ride in bis chariot; the fer 
though perhaps he knew who they were : and they; vants of Yebu by his order opened the chariot- 
anfwered, We are the brethren of Abaziab; the fons|and aflifted Fonadad in getting into it. 
of his brethren: and we go down to falute the chil-\ y. 17. when be came to Samaria, be flew all 
dren of the king, and the children of the queen ,\that remat. m Sam 
meaning either the children of Abad and Jezebel, | were in any Connexion with him, as related to his 


gave him his band, Fonadab gave Jehu his hand as. 
a token of fincere friendfhip*, and.cordial refpeét, 
and for the confirmation of the covenant between 
em,,as Ben Melech,; who alfo obferves, that Feb 
ight bid him give him his hand to help him up 
into the chariot, fincesit follows, and he took him. 
up to bim into the chariot ; to ride with him to Sa- 
maria the company of fuch a man, fo famous for 
wifdom and goodnefs, he knew would give him 
much countenance among the people; and fanction 
to what he did. om » 
¥.16. And he faid, come with me, and fee my 
zeal for the Lord of hots, &c.] In deftroying ido- 
laters and idolatry, with an intent to do which he 
was going to Samaria; this feems to favour very. 
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to the fame purpofe is our verfion,zf if be, and be 


the’commiffion of ¥ebu to flay them, at leaft as he _ 


luting Fonadab,which , 


0 Abab in Samaria, &c.) All that © 


° 


sgy 


a ‘ : é : 


75 


family, of as minifters of his in civil or religious 


things: sill be had deftroyed im, his whole houte, 
us he was ordered: according to the word of the 
Lord, which he foake to Elijah; which is obferved, 


to fhew the exact fulfilment of prophecy, fee 


1 Kings xxi. 21. 


y.18. And Febu gathered all the people together, 
&c.] ‘The people of Samaria, at leaft the prin- 
cipal of them: and faid unto them, Abab ferved 
Baal a little, but febu fhall ferve him much , which 
fome underftand as fpoken ironically ; but the words 
fee to be fpoken with a defign to deceive the ido- 
latrous inhabitants of Samaria, making them to 


believe that he was hearty in the worfhip of Baal, 


and fhould fhew a greater refpeét to it, and more 
conf{tantly attend it than 444d had done ; and this 
he faid with a view to draw them to the temple 
of Baal, and there deftroy them, as the fequel 
fhews ; and in which he is not to be juftified, how- 
ever good his intention was; for evil is not to be 


done, that good may come. 


y.19. Now therefore call unto me all the prophets 
of Baal, all his fervants, and all bis priefts, let none 
be wanting, &c.) All that were employed in the 
feveral parts of religious worfhip given him, and 
in performing any rite and ceremony belonging to 
it; in invocation of him, and finging praifes to 


him, as the prophets; in offering facrifices to him 


as the priefts ; or in affifting them in their fervice, 


who may be meant by his fervants or minifters : 


tor I have a great facrifice to do to Baal, by which, 
though he might mean a facrifice of his prophets, 
priefts, fervants and worfhippers, he would have it 
otherwife underftood, and his defign was to deceive, 
which cannot be juftified: who/oever shall be want- 
ing, he foall net lives but be put to death; this 
he faid, pretending his great zeal for Baa/, when 
his view was by this threatening to get all his wor- 
fhippers together to deftroy them, that none might 
efcape, as follows : bilt Febu did it in fubtlety, to 
the intent that be might deftroy the worfhippers of 
Baal; the Targum renders it, with wifdom; but 
Farchi and Ben Gerfom much better, in deceit; the 


word fignifies fupplantation, fuch as E/au charged 
‘facob with. 


y.20. And Febu faid, proclaim a folemn affembly 


for Baal, &¢.| Such as with the Jews was an 
holy convocation, when they were forbidden and 
reftrained from doing any work on that day ; and 
fuch a day Febu would have appointed and pro- 
claimed for Baal, that the people might. be at lei- 
fure to attend: and they proclaimed it, acéordi 
to his order, in Samaria. 

¥. 21. And Febu sent through all Ifrael, 8c.] Per- 
fons to proclaim this folemn affembly : and all the 
worfbippers of Baal came, fo that there was not a 
nan left that. came not ; fome no doubt came cheer- 
fully, having no fufpicion of him, and the rather, 
as he might have been a worfhipper of Baal in the 
times of dhab, and as for what he had done to 
Baal’s priefts, they might confider that only as 
they were in connexion with 4had’s family, whom to 
deftroy was his political intereft ; and they were glad 
at heart their new king was fo affected to Baal, and 
fond to fee fuch a grand folemnity as they expect- 
ed this to be ; and others that might be fufpici- 
‘ous of him, yet as they mutt die ifsthey did not 
appear, and there was a poffibility might live, 
chofe therefore to come: and th me into the 
honfe of Baal; the temple which Abad had built 
for him in Samaria, 1 Kings xvi. 32, and the houfe 


© me procul, © procul efte profani. Virgil. Zineid. 6. ¥. 258. 
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\of Baal was full from one end to ‘the otber ; 


hatte, as Kimchi, and rufhed out of the temple, oe 


‘a 


not 
only the body of the temple, but all the outward 


court, every mouth, or corner, as in the original 
text: and this fingle houfe might be fufficient for 
all in the land; fince thé number of them might 
be greatly lefiened by the miniftry of Eijeb and 
Elifha, as well as by the deftruction the former 
made of the prophets of Baa/; and by the fchoolg 
of the prophets fet up in divers places; from 
whence prophets were fent out to inftruéct the peo- 
ple; and by Yorem’s putting away the image of 
Baal, which no doubt leffened the number of his _ 
worfhippers. ie 

y¥.22. And he faid unto him that was over the — 
vefiry, &c.] ‘That had the care of the garments, 
in which the priefts of Baal miniftred: bring forth 
veftments for all the worfoippers of Baal; notfor  ~ 
the priefts only, but for all that worfhipped ; and 
this he ordered for the greater folemnity of this 
fervice, as he would have it thought ; butin truth, 
that the worfhippers of Baal might be feparated, 
and deer ae the worfhippers of the Lord, — 
that not one of them might be among them : ead 
he brought them forth vefiments; out of the cham- 
ber or wardrobe in which they were, and they put 
them on. ; 

ye. 23. And Febu went, and Febonadab the fon of 
Rechab, into the boufe of Baal, &c.] Who no 
doubt was led into the fecret, and knew the de- 
fion of Febu, or he would not have gone into fuck 
an idolatrous place: and {aid unto the worfhippers — 
of Baal, fearch and look, that there be here with 
you none of the fervants of the Lord, but the wor- 
jrippers of Baal only, pretending a i regard — 
to the purity of their worfhip and facrifices, that 
they might not be profaned‘ by the company of 
fuch who were not wor s of Baal, but of 
Jehovah ; whereas his view Was to prevent any of 
the worfhippers af God perifhing with them, who 
might out of curiofity go in among them, to be- 
hold the manneryof their fervice. ' 

¥. 24. And when they went in to offer facrifices 
and burnt-offerings, &cc.] To Baal, all things be~ 
ing ready for them: Febu appointed 80 men witb- 
out ; without the temple of Baal, at the feveral 
doors and avenues of it: and faid, if any of the” 
men whom I have brought into your hands efcape; he 
that letteth him goj¥Ais life thall be for the life of . 
him; fhould be put to death for it in his room ; 
the life of a watchman fet to guard, fhould go for — 
the life of one that efcaped. ° 

25. And it came to pafs, as foon as he had 
made an end ofygffering the burning-offering, 8ec.} 
The chief of thé priefts of Baal, whofe office it 
was to do this fervice: that Febu faid to the guard, 
and to the captains, go in and flay them, let none 
come forth ; this he faid to the 80 men fet to guard 
the temple, and the officers over them; and per- 
haps they might alfo have. a reinforcement, fince ~ 
fuch a number feems fcarcely fufficient to deftroy. fo 
many as were here ; tho’ indeed it muft be confidered 
they were armed men: and they fmote them with the 
edge of the fword; put them all to death: and the 
guard and the captains catt them outs thofe that se: 
were flain, as the Targum, their dead bodies; but 
it can hardly be thought they would be at the  - 
trouble of cafting them out,’ when the houfe was 
to be pulled down, and made a jakes of, see 


eye: 
lows; rather therefore it fhould be Mey er 2 coff 


or flung themfélves* with great force, and in 
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Ch.x. ¥.26—36.. Il, KZ 


being eager to do as follows: and went to the city 
of the boufe of Baal; to pull it down; to fome city. 
near Samaria, where wasatemple of Baal; or rather 
this may defign the buildings about the temple of 
Baal, in which the priefts and their families lived, 
and were fo large, that they might be called a city 
of themfelves. 

¥.26. And they brought forth the images out of 
the beufe of Baal, and burnt them.] Lefer images, 
the images of other deities, or what was placed as 
decorations of the temple. 

y.27. And they broke down the temple of Baal, 
&c.] Which fome take to be Belus, others Saturn, 
others. the fun, which feems moft probable: and 


* 
ais 


é 


was iu mine heart; that he had decreed within him- 
felf-fhould be done, and had foretold by his pro- 
phets would be done, the doing of which was ac- 
ceptable and well-pleafing to him: shy children of 
the fourth generation fhall fit on the throne of Irael; 
as they did, namely, Feboabaz, Foafo, Feroboam, 
and Zachariah, though the laft reigned but fix 
months, juft enough to fulfil this promife. 

¥.31. But Febu took no -beed to walk in the law 
of the Eord God of Ifrael with all bis heart, &c.\ 
As to his moral converfation, he.was not careful 
that it was according to the law of God, and what 
he did agreeable to it, it was not fincerely, 
and from the right principle: for be departed not 


broke down the bouje of Baal, his temple, demo-| from the fins of Feroboam, which made Ifrael to 
lithed it: and made it a draught-boufe until this day;| fin; which he would,.if he had had a cordial re- 


a common fewer, a jakes; a fit place for dunghil- 
gods to be thrown into, and an idol-temple to be 
turned into. 

¥.28. Thus Febu deftroyed Baal out of Ifrael.) 
His images and temples being ferved thus in all 
places throughout the land of J/rae/, where there 
were any. 

¥. 29. Howbeit, from the fins of Feroboam the 
Jon of Nebat, who made Ifrael to fin, &c.| Which 
is the common character given of that king, a blot 
never to be wiped off: Febu departed not from 
after them, to wit, the golden calves that were in 
Bethel, and that were in Dan; he did not abftain 
from the worthip of them, partly becaufe he might 
not think it idolatry, becaufe God was worfhipped 
in them . he calls the worfhippers of the 
calves the fervants of the Lord, y. 23. and partly 
that he might not difpleafe the princes of the peo- 
ple of J/rael, who pena gave in to the worfhip 
of them; but chiefly left the kingdom of J/rae/ 
fhould return to the houfe of David, the worfhip 
Of the calves being a piece of ftate-policy, to keep 
them ftom going to Ferufalem to worlhip, left 
thereby they fhould be drawn off from their alle- 
giance to the king of Trael. 

¥. 30. And the Lord faid unto Febu, &c.) By 
a prophet, he not being one himfelf; and this is 

enerally fuppofed, by the Fews”, to be Fonab the 
Ba of Amittai: becaufe thou haft done well in exe- 
cuting that which is right in mine eyes in root- 
ing out the idolatry of Bag/, which was right in 
the fight of God, and was materially.a good work, 
though it might not be done from a good principle, 
nor every ftep taken in doing it juftifiable : and 
baft done unto the boufe of Abab according to all that 
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HIS chapter relates, how that Yoa/b the fon 
T of Abaziah, king. of Fudab, being hid and 
preferved, when. his grand-mother murdered. all 
the feed royal, after fix years was produced, y. 1, 


ipect to all the commandments of the law. 

M. 32.01n thofe days the Lord began to. cut Ifrael 
fort, &c.| To bring their dominions into a nar- 
rower compafs; this was done in the days of Fehu, 
though he was fo active and courageous, where- 
fore the hand of God was the more feen in it: aad 
Hazael finote them in all the coafts of Irael ;’ which 
bordered onghis country, when he did what Elba 
foretold he would, ch. viii. 12. 

¥. 33. From Fordan eaftward, &c.| This was 
principally the coaft on which Hazael {mote-them, 
to the eaft of the land of Canaan: all the land of 
Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the 
Méabites; the country on the other fide Fordan, 
given to thefe tribes by Mo/es, at their requelt, 
which were before the kingdoms. of, Sidon and of 
Og: from Aroer, which is by the river Arnon, even 
Gilead and Bafban; countries ‘which the J/raelites 
firft conquered, and were the firft they loft. 

¥. 34. Now the reft of the atts of Fehu, and all 
that he did, and all his might, are they not written 
in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Lrael 2] 
Of the preceding kings from the times of Fero~ 
boam, in which their feveral aéts were recorded, 
and his _alfo. 

¥. 35. Ana Febu flept with bis fathers, &c.] Died 
as they did: and they buried him in Samaria ; where 
Omri. and Abab his predeceffors were buried, 1 Kings 
xvi. 28, and xxii. 37. and feboabaz bis fon reigned 
in his fread; who reigned feventeen years, chap, 
xiil. I. / 

y¥. 36. And the time that Febu reigned was 28 
years.| Which was longer than any king of J/rael 
had reigned. . : 


oth 


- 


the fatisfaction of the people, and the quiet there- 
of, ¥. 17—21. 


y¥. 1. And when Athaliah the mother of Abaziah 


2, 3- when Feboiada the prieft fet a fufficient guard |/aw that her fon was dead, &c.| Who was the 
about him, and the king’s houfe, and anointed|daughter of 4/ad, and grand-daughter of Omri, 
him king, ¥.4—12. and Athaliab his grand-mo-|ch. viii, 18, 26. fhe arofe, and deftroyed all the feed 
ther, who had reigned fix years, was put to death|raya/, that were left, for many had been. flain 
by the order of the prieft, ¥. 13-16. and then alalready ; the fo: Febofhaphat, the brothers of 
covenant was made between the Lord, and the} ‘Joram were fl him, 2 Chron. xxi. 4. and all 
king, and the people, and between the king and| Yoram’s fons, excepting dbaztab, were flain. by 
‘the people ; and he was placed on the throne to} the drabians, 2 Chron, xxii, 1, and_ the fens at the 
30), OR gs o- A ~ rethren 
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brethren of Ahaziah were Main by Febu, ¥. 8. thefe 
therefore feem to be the children of Abaziah, the 
grand-children of this brutifh woman, whom fhe 
maflacred out of her ambition of rule and govern- 
ment, which perhaps fhe was intrufted with whilft 
her fon went to vifit Yoram king of J/rael; other 
reafons are by fome affigned, but this feems to be 
the chief. For the fame reafon Laodice, who had 
fix fons by Ariarathes king of the Cappadocians, 
poifoned five of them, the youngeft efcaping her 
hands, was murdered by the people *, as this wo- 
man alfo was. 

y.2. But Fehofreba the daughter of king Foram, 
&c.] Not by Athaliab, but another woman ; for 
an high-prieft, as her hufband was, would not have 
married the daughter of fuch an idolatrous woman, 
nor would fhe have married her to him: /fer of 
Abaziah, took Foafh the fon of Abaziah, and flole 
him from among the kings fons which were flain ; 
among whom he lay; either being caft there by 
the murderer, or her affociates, fuppofed to be 
dead, or by his nurfe, that he might be thought 
to be fo, who acquainting his aunt with it, went 
and privately took him away: and they bid him, 
even him and his nurfe in the bed-chamber from Atha- 
liah, fo that be was not flain; that is, Febofheba, 
and her hufband hid him and his nurfe in a bed- 
chamber; or chamber of beds”, in which there 
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the Lord; the temple, that part of it where was — 
the court of the priefts and Levites: and made a 
covenant with them; to join with him, affift him, 
and ftand by him in the réftoration of the ] 
and the reformation of the kingdom ; and ta 
oath of them in the houfe of the Lord; to kee 
crecy, and be faithful to him: and fbewed “the 


‘the king’s fon; for the truth of which he could pro- — 


duce his wife, the fifter of the late king, and alfo 
the nurfe of this child with him. ae, 
y¥. 5. And‘be commanded them, faying, this is the 
thing that ye foall do, &c.\) Thefe were the rulers 
over hundreds among the priefts and Levites, and 
which he, as high-prieft, could command, and — 
whom he could convene without fufpicion, being 
fuch as he had a connexion with, and were un- 
armed men: and for the better underftanding of 
what follows, it fhould be obferved, that the priefts 
in the times of David, were divided into 24 courfes, 
which were by turns to ferve a week in the temple ; 
the courfe that came in, entered when the fabbath 
began, and that which went out, went out when it 
ended, and each courfe confifted of 1000 men: 
now with refpect to both thefe courfes, both that 
which went in, and that which went out, Feboiada 
eave them the following charge: a third part of you 
that enter in on the fabbath; on the beginning of 
it, to do duty in the temple the week following : 


~ 


were more beds than one; one of the chambers of |/hall even be keepers of the watch of the king’s houfe 5 


the priefts and Levites in the temple, that is, which 
were adjoining to it; for into the fanctuary itfelf it 
was not ufual to bring beds*; wherefore the houfe 
of the Lord, in the next verfe, muft be underftood 
largely, as including all the appendages of it. 

¥. 3. And be was with ber hid in the houfe of the 
Lord fix years, &c.] In the temple; not in the 
holy of holies, as Farchi, but in a chamber of the 
priefts and Levites, of which there were feveral in 
the temple, as Kimchi, and others; and the huf- 


which, according to fome, was that part of the 
temple where the king was hid and brought up, 
fuppofed to be the north part of it: or rather thefe 
were fet at the north gate of the temple, which 
led to the royal palace, left any fhould ruth out of 
that, and kill the king. . herr , “a 

¥. 6. And a third part thall be at the gate of 
Sur, &c.] Generally thought by the Fews to be - 
the eaftern gate, fo called, as they fay, becaufe 
fuch as were defiled were bid to depart, or go 


band otf Febofbeba being high-prieft, had one of| back, as this word fignifies, and not enter the tem- 


them for his own ufe; and here the child was hid 
fix years, fo that he was but a year old when he 
was firft taken and preferved, for he was made king 
when feven years of, age, ¥. 21. and Athaliab did 
reign over the land; the only inftance we hear of a 
woman reigning in J/rae/, and this was not by right, 
but by ufurpation ; and fo, according to the Fewi/b 
canons, a woman might not rule; which thus runs *, 
they don’t fet a woman in the kingdom, as it is 
faid, Deut. xvii. 15. a king over them, not a queen ; 
and fo in all places of power and authority in //- 
rael, they put in them none but a man. 

y.4. And the feventh yedr Feboiada fent and fet 
the rulers over hundreds with the captains, and the 
guard, &c.] This was the hufband of Febofbeba, 
who was high-prieft, 2 Chron. xxii. 11. thefe rulers 
over. hundreds were not thofe appointed over the 
people for civil affairs, as by the advice of Fethro, 
but over the priefts and Levites in their courfés ; 
- five of whom are mentioned by name, and were 
employed in gathering together the Levifes, and 
the chief of the fathers, throughout all the cities of 
Fudab, 2 Chron. xxiii.1,2. and’ the captains here 
are the heads of the fathers there, who were the 


in their room, ‘unlefs rather the temple-guard is |fervice, the other to keep tlie atct 
meant ; and brought them to him into the boufe of |houfe, and the other third at the g 


x Juftin. e Trogo, 1. 37. ¢. 8, 
2 T. Bab. Tamid, c. t. fol..26. 2. 
in Targ. in 2 Chron, xxiii. 5. 


¥ DNDN WIN} in cubiculo le&torum, Pagninus, Montanus. So Se 
* Maimon. Hilchot Melachim, c. 4. §. 5< 4 i 
* Profpect of the Temple, ¢. 20. 


ple; itis called she gate of the foundation, 2 Chron. 
xxiii. 5. becaufe, according to Bes Gerfom, here 
the foundation of the fanctuary was firft laid ; ‘it is 
faid * to have five other names befides thefe: wad a 
third part at the gate bebind the guard; the temple- 
guard, which had a captain of them, A&s. iy. 1. 
this gate is fuppofed to be the fame with Sippim, or 
the threfhold-gate, 2 Chron. xxiii, 4. and to be the 
fouthern one: fo fhall ye keep the watch of the houfe 
that it be not broken down, guard the temple, that 
none break or ruth into it, of Atbaliah’s party. 
y¥. 7. And two parts of all you that go forth on 
the fabbath, &c.] The courfe that went out of 
fervice at the end of the fabbath; thefe were not 
faffered, not any of them, to go into the country, 
but were detained for the prefent purpofe, and di- 
vided into two parts: even they hall keep the watch 
of the houfe of the Lord. about rhe king  thefe were 
laced in the temple where the king was, or where 
he fhould be brought forth, and be a guard on his 
right and left; this interpretation feems to be agree- 
able to the order of the text here, and is the f 
of Yarchi ; but there is this objection to it, the 


a 


courfe that went out, one third of them was placed | and they clapt their bands in token of joy: and 
at the gate behind the guard, and the other two to | faid, God fave the king ; or, let the king live; or, 
keep the watch of the houfe for the king’s fafety 5} may he profper, as the Targum; may health and 
but according to the account dh Chron. xxiii. 4, 5 

e 


-|profperity attend him in his government. In 
there were but three ranks or or 


rs of them in all; |2 Coron. xxiii. 11. it is faid, Feboiada and bis fons 
wherefore the fenfe of Kimchi, Ben Gerfom, and|anointed him, and faid thofe words ; among whom 


Abarbinel feems moft agreeable, that the firft con-|muft be Zechariah, whom. this king afterwards 
fifted of thofe that went in on the fabbath, not of |flew, which was an’ inftance of great ingratitude, 
all, but half of them, the other half being em-|2 Chron. xxiv. 20, 21, 22. 
ployed in the fervice of the fanétuary; and the] ° y. 1 3. And when Athaliab beard the noife of the 
other two of the courfe that went out, even all of |gward, and of the people, &c.] Their acclama- 
them, they being entirely at leifure, who were di- | tions and fhouts at the coronation of the king ; for 
vided into two parts, and difpofed of as above. by this time the people had got fome knowledge of 
¥.8. And ye foall compafs the king. round about, \the affair, and ran, and came flocking to fee the 
every man with bis weapons in bis band, &c.] Af-|new king, and exprefs their joy on this occafion, 
terwards given them, ¥. 10. and he that cometh\and whom they greatly praifed, 2 Chron. xxiii. 12. 
within the ranges, let him be flain, any ftrange man | /he came to the people into the temple of the Lord; the 
that was not of them, that came into the ranks in| outward court, where the people were affembled ; 
which they were formed, was to be put to death as|and the feems to come alone, unattended, it great 
a {py, who might go and inform the queen what|furprize and confternation, and was admitted to 
was doing; according to Farchi, the word tor| pals the guards, being the queen, and alone, and 
ranges fignifies the place through which the king perhaps by the particular order of ¥ehoiada, tho’ 
went from his own houfe to the houfe of God “;} contrary to the general orders he gave, y. 8. 
and here it feems the guards were placed: and be\ y. 14. And when fhe looked, bebold, the king food 
ye with the king as be goeth out, and as he cometh\by a pillar, as the manner was, ¢.] \ Of kings, 
iz; when brought forth to be crowned and anoint- | when they came into the temple on any occafion, 
ed, and returned again. civil or religious, therefore it is called bis pillar, 
¥. 9. And the captains over the hundreds did ac-\o Chron. xxiii. 13. fee 2 Kings xxiii. 3. 2 Chron. 
cording to all things that Feboiada the pricft com-\xxxiv. 1. fome think this was the brazen feaffold 
manded, Sc.) Of whom fee ¥. 4. and they tooklerected by Solomon, 2 Chron. vi. 13. though Vi- 
every man his men; every one his hundred: ¢hat| trigga ° and bithop Patrick fuppofe it to be the poft 
ayere to come in on the fabbath, with them that fhould ot the eaft--gate of the inner court, from Ezek. 
~ go out on the fabbath, both the courfes, of which|xlvi. 2. according to Facob Leo', this was the 
fee ¥.5. 7. and came to Feboiada the prieft ; with|royal throne in the court of the Lraelites, near the 
the faid courfes, at leaft as many of them as were|bigh or upper gate, on a marble pillar, where the 
to be employed in the prefent fervice. kings of the houfe of David fat, when they came 
¥.10. And to the captains over hundreds did the\into the fanGtuary to fee the Lord in the fecond 
prieh give king David’s [pears and fhields, that were temple; this throne was like an high tower, ftand- 
in the temple of the Lord.| Such as he had taken ing upon two pillars, each twenty cubits high, and 
in war from his enemies, and had dedicated for the| their circumference twelve; here fat Foafh, and 
fervice of thetemple, to defend it on occafion, and| Hezekiah, and Fofiah; however, <Athaliah faw 
laid up there ; thofe the priefts gave tothe captains, | Feboafh with the crown on his head, and in the 
to arm their men with, who came unarmed, and place where kings ufed to fit or ftand: and the 
fo unfufpeéted, and in this way might be armed princes, and the trumpeters by the kings the rulers 
without being feen and known. of the courfes of the priefts, and the levites, blow- 
"y. 11. And the guard flood every man with his\ing the trumpets: and all the people of the land re- 
weapons in bis hand, round about the king, &c.) joiced, and blew with trumpets; it is added, in 
As ordered, ¥.8. from the right corner of the tem-\2 Chron. xxiii. 13. that the fingers played alfo on 
ple, to the left corner of the temple, from the north- | mufical inftruments ; that: were then and there af- 
eaft to the fouth-eaft: along by the altar and the\{embled: and Athaliah rent ber clothes; through 
temple ; the altar of burnt-otfering, which ftood in| orief, and. as one almoft diftratted: and cried, 
the. court. Treafon, treafon;o try if fhe could get any to 
 ¥. 12. And he brought forth the king’s fon, 8&c.}| take her part, and feize on the new king, and thofe 
Out of the apartment in the temple, where he | that fet him up. 
had been brought up: amd put the crown upon| y¥. 15. But Feboiada the prieft commanded the cap- 
im the crown-royal, which feems to have been | tains of the hundreds, the officers of the boft, &c.]} 
kept in the temple: and gave him the teffi-| Of the priefts and levites : and [aid unto them, Have 
mony; the book of the law, which he was to| her forth without the ranges; the ranks of the 
‘read in all his days, and according to it go-| guards, which were at the gate leading to the pa- 
vern the people ; and which was a teftimony of the | lace, or rather within them *; the meaning is, that 
will of God both to him .and them: Kimchi and|he ordered her to be had out of the court of the 
Ben Melech interpret it of royal garments put upon| temple, and be put within their ranks, and inclofed 
him: and they made bim king, and anointed him, by them, that her blood might not be thed in the 
proclaimed and declared him king, and anointed |temple, and yet not efcape them; and him that fol- 
him for the confirmation of it, becaufe of the pre- | /oweth ber, kill with the fword; that takes her part, . 
tenfion Atbaliab made to the kingdom ; otherwife,| and offers to help and affift her, pafling through 
as the Fewifh writers fay, the fon of a king was not|the ranks after her, difpatch him at once; for the 
‘anointed ; and hence, they fay, it was, that Solo-| prieft bad faid, Let ber not be flain in the house of 
"mon was anointed, becaufe of the claim of Adonijab:| the Lord that it might not be defiled with her 


blood, 


_ 4 Vid. David. de Pomis,Lexic. fol. 205. 3. ‘ Prolegom. de Synagog, vet. c. 4. p-32. f Apud Wagenfcill. Sotab, 
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‘blood; by which it appears that the guards had 
orders concerning her before, fhould fhe come to 
the temple, fee ¥. 13. 

¥. 16. And they laid hands on ber, &c.] Or ra- 
ther, “‘ fet a place for her,” as the Targum, fo 
Yarchi and Kimchi, made a fpace, opened a way 
for her to come out of the temple into their ranks, 
that fhe might be there taken and flain, and not in 
the temple: and fhe went by the way by the which 
the borfes came into tbe king’s boufe , either the high 
road in which the horfes and carriages went to the 
palace, or the way to the king’s ftables near the 
palace : and there was foe flain, they let her go fo 
far, which was far enough from the temple, and 
then they flew her. 

yt. 17. And Feboiada made a covenant between the 
Lord, and the king and the people, that they fhould 
be the Lora’s people, &c.] Renewed the covenant 
between the Lord on the one part, and the king 
and'the people on the other; affuring them, that as 
God had declared that he would be their God, he 
would yet be their God to blefs and protect them, 
they continuing in obedience to him; and obliging 
them to promife that they would ferve the Lord 
their God, and him only, and root out all idolatry. 
from the land, and reftore, and continue in, the 
pure worlhip of God: between the king alfo and the 
people; he promifing, on his part, that he would 
govern them according to the law of God, and 
protect them in their rights and properties, privi- 
leges and liberties ; and they, on their part, that 
they would honour and obey him, and be his faith- 
ful fubjects. In 2 Chron. xxiii. 16. Febsiada is 
faid to make this covenant between him, &e, 
which may be underftood of the Lord; or if of 
himfelf, the meaning is, that it was made between 
him, the king and people, and the Lord. 

y¥. 18. And all the people of the land, &c.] ‘That 
were at Ferufalem, and the parts adjacent, that 
came from the country, hearing what was done: 
qent into the houfe.of Baal ; a temple of his dthaliah 
had built, either in Zerufalem, or near it; perhaps 
on the mount of Olives, called the mount of cor- 
ruption, ch. xxiil. 13. from the idolatry there 
committed: and brake it down, bis altars and his 
images brake they in pieces thoroughly; made an en- 
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i this chapter fome account is given. of the 
reign of ‘eboafh, that it was long, and the be- 
ginning of it good, during the life of Feboiada, 
¥. 1—3. how. urgent he was to, have the temple 
repaired, and what methods were taken for that 
purpofe, ¥.4—16. how meanly, as well as im- 
pioufly he behaved, when the king of Syria was 
about to come up to Ferujalem and befiege it, 
y. 17, 18, and the chapter is clofed with an 
account of his death, and the manner_of it, y. 
ig—2I. 


y.1. In the feventh year of Febu, Fehoafb beganto 
reign, &c.] So that he reigned 21 or 22: years 
cotemporary with Febu’s reign, for Febu reigned 
28 years: and 40 years reigned he in Ferufalem ; 
the fame number of years David and Solomon reign- 
ed: and bis mother’s name was Zibiah of Beerfbeba , 
a city in the tribe of Simeon, in the extreme part 
of the land of Canaan fouthward; her name in 
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tire deftruétion of them all, temple, altars, the 
images of Baal and other deities: and flew Matian 
the prieft of Baal before the altar; either ashe was 
facrificing, or that he might be a facrifice, of — ; 
where he had fled. for refuge: and the prief ap. 
pointed officers over the boufe of the Lord; p 
to offer facrifices, Levites to fing the praifes of 
God, porters at the door of the temple, and watches 
in it, and reftored the courfes of the priefts, and 
every thing to its proper order, which had been 
neglected, or had ceafed during the ufurpation of 
Athaliab , fee 2 Chron, xxiii. 18, 19. ; 
¥. 19. And be took the rulers over hundreds, and 
the captains, and the guard, &c.| Of which fee 
¥. 4. and all the people of the land, as many as 
were aflembled together on this occafion : and th 
brought down the king from the houfe of the Lord; 
the temple, which was buile on an eminence: aud 
came by the way of the gate to the king’s boufe, the 
gate of the royal palace, where the king’s guards — 
were placed, and did their duty : aud he fat on the 
throne of the kings, where the kings of Fudab ufed 
to fit, and this finifhed the formality of his bein; 
made king. "¢ 
¥. 20. And all the people of the land rejoiced, 8c.) 
That one of the houfe of David was fet upon the 
throne, which they might fear was extiné, as it 
very near was; the lamp of David was almoft 
quenched, only this fingle life left, from whom a 
race of kings proceeded, and the king Meffiah 3 
the promife of God cannot fail, fee P/- cxxxii. 11, 
17. this occafioned great joy: ad the city was 
quiet 5 was very eafy at, yea pleafed with the des 
throning and death of 4thaliah ; there was no tus 
mult on’ account thereof, nor fuch difturbances as 
fhe occafioned in her life: and they flew Athaliab 
with the fword befide the king’s boufe; as related in 
¥. 16. where fhe was buried, or what became of 
her carcafe, is not faid ; fome have thought fhe was 
caft into the brook Kedron, becaufe Fo/fephus fays *, 
Feboiada ordered her to be hadsinto that valley, and 
there fain. y A 
¥.21. Seven years old was Fehoafh when be began 
to reign.) , Being a year old when his father was - 
killed, and having been hid fix years in the temple. 
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the Chaldee dialect is Tabitha, the fame with Dor 
cas in Greek, APs ix. 36. = a, 
¥.2. And Feboafh did that which was right in 
the fight of the Lord all’bis days, 8c.) “Worthip- 
ping the only true God, and ruling and’ walking © 
according to the law of God: wherein Jebiada | 
the prieft infirdéed him and fo long as he obfer re 
his inftructions, and as long. as that prieft live 
he reigned well; for to that period, all bis days, 
pi he limited; for after his death he wa: 
educed by the princes of Fudah to idolatry, and — 
lived fcandaloufy, and died fononstAidiy fe 


’ 
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to dwell in, Deut. xii. 5, 6. the people fiill facrificed, 
and burnt Encenfe in the high hick "We 
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done in the times of Athaliah; and though ae Fat leaft what was fufficient to carry them threuch 
pure worfhip of God was reftored at Ferufalem ;\them: now therefore receive no more money of ‘your 
andsindeed this they did in all preceding reigns ;| acquaintance; fulpe&ting that what they -had re- 
nor was it in the power of the bett of kings, atjceived they kept for their’ own ule: dut deliver it 
leaft they did not think it, fate to attempt to re-|/for the breaches of tke boufe; into other hands for 
move them till Hezekiab’s time ; fo fond were the|that ufe, and fo difmifled them at oncé from col- 
people of them becaufe of their antiquity, and fup-|lecting the money, and being concerned in the re- 
pofed fanétity,’ and for the fake of eafe. | pairs of the temple. 
¥.4. And Feboafh faid to the prieis, &c.] Be-| y. 8. And the priefs confented to receive no 
ing minded, or having it in his heart to repair|more money of the people, &c.| And delivered up. 
the temple, as in 2 Chron. xxiv. 4. not only -be-|what they-had: neither to repair the breaches of the 
caufe it was the fanctuary of the Lord, though that |oufe; being very willing to be quit of both fer- 
chiefly, but becaufe it had been a fanctuary to him, | vices, ahd efpecially fince they feemed to be fuf- 
where he was hid and preferved fix years: al/ the| pected. 
money of the dedicated things that is brought into the| yt..9. But Feboiada the prief took a chef, &c.] 
houfe of she Lord; or rather, that is to be brought,\By the commandment of the king, 2 Chron. xxiv. 
as De Dieu and others render it, the particulars of }8. to put the money collected into, to prevent any 
which follow: even the money of every one that paf-\fraud, or fufpicion of any: and bored a bole in the 
feth the account ; of that pafleth among them that |/d of it ; to’ drop the money into, by which means 
are numbered, as in Exod. xxx. 13, 14. that were}it could not be taken out without taking off the 
upwards of twenty years of age, and bound to pay|lid: and fet it befide the altar; the altar of burnt- 
the half fhekel for the ranfom of-their fouls; and it}offering, in the court: on the right fide, as .one 
is called the colleétion or burden Mo/es laidon them {cometh into the houfe of the Lord; that is, on the 
in the wildernefs, 2 Chron. xxiv. 6. 9. the money|north; for the entrance into the temple was at the 
that every man is fet at; the price the prieft fet|eaft: in 2 Chron. xxiv. 8. it is faid to be fet with- 
upon or eftimated a man at, or whomfoever that!out at the gate of the boufé,; which Dr. Lightfoot * 
belonged to him, that he devoted to the Lord, |thinks refpects another time, and that either ano- 
which by the law he was bound to pay for his re-|ther cheft was made; or the fame that was firft 
demption, and till that was done, he and they|placed by the altar, in the court of the priefts, and 
were not his, but the Lord’s, of which fee Lev.|{o in‘their hands, and the money not coming in 
xxvii. r~-8. and here the Targum calls it, the mo-|apace, was removed without the. court at the en- 
ney of the redemption of fouls, which is the gift|trance of it, whither the people brought it readily : 
of a man for the redemption of his foul: and a//|and the priefls that kept the door; the door of the 
the money that cometh into any man’s heart to bring\outward court, the Levites, the porters, or rather, 
into the houfe of the Lord; vows and free-will offer-|as the Targum, the priefts, the treafurers, who 
ings made of their own accord. were appointed to this fervice in the room of the 
_ . 5. Let the priefis take it to them, every man ofjothers difmified; and fo Kimchi and other Fewi/h 
his acquaintance, &c.] Of thofe that were moft|commentators interpret this of the keepers of the 
known by them; for the priefts had cities affigned vefiels of the fanctuary, and not of thedoors of it : 
them in feveral parts of the land, and they that |thele put therein all the money that was brought into 
dwelt with them in them, or in the parts adjacent | the houfe of the Lord; by the people from the fe- 
to them, were beft known by them; and they were|veral parts of the country, who by proclamation 
fent into all the cities, fome to one and fome to|were required fo to do, and very readily did, 
another, where they were moft acquainted, to col-}2 Chron, xxiv. g, 10. 
tect money, both what was due by law, and what] y.10. dud it was fo, when they faw that there 
the people fhould freely give, fee 2 Chron. xxiv. 5.|was much money in the cheft, &c.] Which might 
ana let them repair the breaches of the houfe, where-|\eafily be guefled at by the number of the people 
foever any breach fhall be found, thatis, of thetem-|which contributed: that the king’s firibe, and the 
ple, which, according to the Fewifh chronology *,| high prieft came up; to the temple; the high prieft 
had been built but 155 years; and being built very|did not chufe to come alone, left he fhould be fuf- 
ftrong, would have needed no confiderable repairs pected, but to have the king’s fecretary with him, 
as yet, but that it had been broken up and milufed}that the money might be taken out of the cheft, 
by Athaliah and her fons, 2 Chron, xxiv. 7. , and told in the pretence of them both: in 2 Chron. 
y¥. 6. But it was fo, that in the 23d year of king|xxiv. 11. inftead of the high i is the high 
Feboafh, the prieis had not repaired the breaches of \prieft’s officer, which the Zargu ere calls the 
the boufe.| Either the people being backward to|Sagan of the high prieft, or his deputy, who per- 
pay in. the money, or the priefts converted it to|haps attended when the high prieft could not: and 
their own ufe; or however were negligent of doing | they put up in bags, and told the money that was 
the work enjoined them by the king, either in col- | found in the boufe of the Lord; that is, they poured _ 
leting the money, orin ufing it as they were di-|the money out of the cheft, or emptied it, as in 
réfed: ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 11. and told it, and very likely fet 
y.7. Then king Feboafh called for Fehoiada the\down the fum in writing, and put it up in bags, 
prich, and the other pricfs, &c.) The common|very probably fealed. 
priefts, Feboiada being high-prieft : and Jaid unto\ y.11. And they gave the money, being told, into 
them, why repair ye not the breaches of the boufe ?\ the hands of them that did the work, that had the 
in which they appeared to him very dilatory; the] over/ight of the boufe of the Lord, &c ] Who were 
reafon might be, the people were not forward toJappointed overfeers of the workmen employed in - 
y in their money, and they might not chufe to} the repairs of the temple; which overfeers were 
gin’ the repairs until they had got it all in, or}laymen, and not priefts, they being sfusuarars 


1 Seder Olam Rabba, c. 18. k Profpect of the Temple, ch. 30. p. 20, 22. 
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from any concern in the repairs: this mdhey told, 
Kimchi interprets of its being coined ; he fuppofes 
money coined and uncoined to be brought, which 


was put in feparate bags; and that which was not 


coined, they coined it “before they delivered it to 
the overfeers to pay the workmen with : 


upon the boufe of the Lord; paid them with it, 


fome that wrought in cutting the timber, and 


others in building with it. 

¥.12. And to 7 mafons, and bewers of fone, &c.} 
Which they cut out of the mountain, and the ma- 
fons repaired the ftone walls with: and to buy tim- 
ber; felled in Lebanon: 
building with : 
the Lord; whére both timber and ftone were want- 
ing: and for all that was laid out for the boufe to 


repair it ; ; in whatfoever elfe it needed, as iron and) 


brafs to mend it, 2 Chroz. xxiv.-12. 

¥. 13. Howbeit, there were not made for the houfe 
of the Lord, bowls of filver, &c.] Either to hold 
the blood of the facrifices, or the drink-offerings of 
wine: /uuffers; to trim the lamps with; or, as 
Farchi and other writers, both ‘fewi/b and chriftian, 
mufical inftruments : da/ons ; vefiels to fprinkle the 
blood with, as the word fignifies : trumpets, filver 
ones, to call the affembly, blow over the facrifices, 
&c. any veffels of gold, or veffels of filver; for any 
other ufe: thefe were nct made of the money that 
was brought into the boufe of the Lord; yet, in 
in 2 Chron. xxiv. 14. it is faid they were, which is 


to be reconciled thus; they did not make any of 


thofe things at firft, until the houfe was repaired, 
and the charges of it defrayed ; and then of what 
remained they made vefiels for the houfe, which 
were wanting, that 4baliab had _ beftowed on 
Baalim, 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. 


y¥. 14. But they gave that to the workmen, and 
repaired therewith the boufé of the Lord.] They 


took care that the workmen fhould firft be paid for 
the repairs of the temple. 


¥.15. Moreover, they reckoned not with the men} 


into whofe hand they delivered the money to be be- 
Stowed on the workmen, &c.| That is, the king’s 
fecretary and the high prieft, or his officer, never 
called to account the overfeers of the workmen, to 
whom they committed the money to pay them 
with; never examined how they laid it out, and 
for what: for they dealt faithfully ; they faw they 
acted fuch an honeft and upright part, and fuch an 
high opinion had they of them, that they nevér 
examined their accounts, or called for their bills. 

y. 16. The trefpa/s-money, and fin-money was not 
brought into the houfe of the Lord, &c.] Which 
was the money perfons at a diftance fent for their 
trefpafs and fin-offerings inftead of cattle, with 
which the facrifices were bought; and what re- 
mained of the money was not brought into the 
temple, and made ufe of in the above manner: it 
was the priefis; the overplus of it, and fuch of the 
ee which by the law were appropriated to 
them 


¥. 17. Then Hazael king of Syria went up and\| by the Lord, 


KIMGS. 


and they 
laid it out to the carpenters and builders that wrought 


and hewed fone ; fitted for 
to repair the breaches of the houfe of 


Jon reigned in his fiead ; the confpirators not feek 


Ch, xu. 12-28 
fought ageinft Gath, and took it, 8cc.] “When Fe= — 
boiada was dead, and Feboafa was become an apo- 
ftate, the Lord fuffered the king of Syria to bea 
fcourge to him; who firft attacked Gath, and took 
it, which was formerly one of the principalities of 
the Philiftines, but was fubdued by AE 6 
had been in the hands of the J/raelites ever fi 
the king of Syrie began with this as neareft to hay 
to open “the way for what he had farther in view : 
and Hazael fet bis face to go up to Jerufalem; he - 
made fuch preparations, and took fuch iis 
as plainly indicated what his defign was. 

¥. 18. And Feboafh king of Fudab took all the hom 
lowed things that Febofhaphat, and Fehoram, and 
Abaziah his fathers, kings of Fudab had dedicated, 
&c.] To facred ufes, and had laid up in the tem- 
ple: and bis own hallowed things which he had 
devoted to the fame ules: and all the gold that was. 


found in the treafures of the houfe of the Lord; which 


were gifts and prefents from divers perfon fa- 
cred fervices: and fent it to Haxael king of Syria, 
and he went away from Ferufalem; to bribe him, 
that he might defift from his purpofe; which- 
fhewed a mmeatiiels of fpirit, and was the effect of 
his idolatry and apoftacy, having forfaken the 
Lord, and being forfaken by him; in whom fhould 
have been his truft and confidence, and then he 
need not have been afraid to meet’ the king: of 
Syria, 

¥. 19. And the reft of the atts of Feboafh, and. all 
that be did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of ‘the kings of Judab 2} In the regifters 
and annals of thole princes ; ; fome of them are to 
be met with in 2 Chron. xxiv. 

¥. 20. ie his fervants arofe, 8c.) This was 
after he had flain Zechariab the fon of Feboiada, 
who reproved him for his idolatry; and after a 
fecond expedition of the king of Syria, who came 
to Ferufalem, and fpoiled it, and left Feboafh dif- 
eafed, as is recorded in 2 Chron. xxiv. and made a 
confpiracy; not to get the kingdom into: their 
hands, for his fon fucceeded him, but to aven 
the death of Zechariah :_and flew Feboafh in the boufe 
of Millo, which goeth down to Silla; thefe are ee 
names of places ; perhaps the latter is mentioned, 
to diftinguith this Beth-Millo from Millo im Zion ; 
or rather that itfelf is meant, and defcribed: by the - 
defcent from it to a caufeway, as Silla may fignify,. 
which led.to the royal palace. 

y..21,. For Fozachar the fon of SKimeath, &e. 
Said to be an Ammonitefs, and this man’s name 
Zabad, 2 Chron, xxiv. 26. and Fehoxabad the fon of 
Shomer, his fervants ; who is faid in the fame place : 
to be the fon of Shimrith a Moabitefs: thefe /mote 
bim, and he died , juftly did he fall by the hands of 
fuch perfons for his idolatry : and they buried dim 
with bis fathers in the city of David; but not in the. 
fepulchres of the kings, becaufe of his idolatry. and — 
murder of a prieft of the Lord: and Amazia b bi 


the kingdom, but vengeance on him for his 
which, whether right in them to do, was, fff 


s 
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A ELE chapter gives an account of the wicked 
reign of Fehoabax fon of Febu king of Irae, 
and of the low eftate he was brought into by the 
Syrians, ¥. t—g. and of the reign of his fon Foa/h, 
¥.10—13, and of the ficknefs and death of Ezifba, 
of the vilit Foe made him in his ficknefs ; and of 
his prediction of the king’s fuccefs againft the Sy- 
rians ; and of the reviving of a dead man caft into 
the prophet’s fepulchre, ¥. 14—21. and of the fuc- 
cefs of Foafo again{t the Syrians, according to the 
prediction of the prophet, ¥. 22—25. 


but walked. therein, &c.] Continued to worthip 
the calves ftill, which was an inftance of great in- 
gratitude ; the Syriac'and Arabic verfions read, be 
departed not; Feboabax the king: and there re- 
mained the grove in Sameria; which Abab made 
there, 1 Kings xvi. 33. neither Yefu nor his fon 
had it cut down, though Baal was deftroyed. 

¥.7. Neither did be leave of the people to Feboa- 
haz, but 50 borfemen, 8c.) This is to be con- 
hected with y¥..4. the verfes 5, 6 being to be read 
in a parenthefis, as in our verfion, and to be un- 
derftood of the king of Syria, who left no more to 
the king of J/rael, not of the people of the land, 
but of his army, than 50 horfemen, all the reft 
being either taken and carried captive by him, or 
flain: and 10 chariots; military chariots, with the 
men they carried: and 1Q,000 footmen foot-fol- 
diers ; to fo fmall a number was his army reduced 
through wars with the Syrians: for. the king of Sy- 
ria had deftroyed them, and bad made them like thé 
duft by threfhing ; as corn or.chaff may be reduced 
to duit by over much threfhing; or as mire and 
clay by treading on it. 

¥.8. Now the reft of the alls of feboabaz, and 
all that be did, and bis might, &c.| Which he 
exerted againit the Syriazs, being a man of cou- 
rage, though not fuccefsful, becaufe the Lord was 
not with him, but againft him: are ¢hey not writ- 
ten in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Ij- 
rael? where their acts, and the ‘events of their 
reigns, were recorded. 

¥.9. And Feboahaz flept with bis fathers, &c.] 
Died, as they did: and they buried bim in Sama- 
ria, where Omri, and all the kings of J/rac/, that 
defcended from him, were buried: and Feafh bis 
fon reigued in bis ftead, of whom a fhort account 
is given in the following veriles. ; 

¥..10. In the 37th year of Foafh king of Judah, 
began Feboafp the fon of Feboabax to reign over I/- 
rael in Samaria, &c.] But inafmuch as his father 
began to reign, in the 23d of Joab, and reigned 
17 years, ¥.1. this king muft begin to reign in 
the ggth or 40th of Yoafh; for the reconciling of 
which it may be obferved, that two of the years of 
his reign may be fuppofed to be imperfect ; or ra- 
ther that his fon reigned two or three years in his 
life-time, being raifed up before his father’s death 
to bea faviour of J/rael from megrien and fo 
his father lived to fee his prayer anfwered, ¥. 4, 5. 
and reigned 16 years. 

y¥.11, And he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lerd, &c.J As his father did, and his cha- 
racter is deferibed in the fame words, fee ¥. 2, 6, 

y.12. And the reft of the alts of Foafb, and all 
that he did, &c.| Though none of his acts as yet 
are recorded, but his finful ones: aad bis might ; 
or valiant a¢tions in war with the Syriaus, y. 25. 
and wherewith be fought againft Amaziah king of 
Judah ; of which there is an account in the follow- 
ing chapter: are ¢héy not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of I/rael? in the hiftory of 
the tranfactions of their reigns. | 

y.13. And Foal flept with his fathers, &c.] 
Or died: and Feroboain fat upon bis throne; who 
was his fon; it is not faid, that be began to fit on 
it, or to reign, nor to reign in his father’s ftead ; 
hence it. is concluded, a by Kimchi and others, 
that his father fer him on his throne in his life- 

time ; 


¥. 1. Inthe 23d year of Foalh the fon of Abaziah 
king of ‘Judah, &c.} ‘The fame year he was’ fo 
zealous and bufy in repairing the temple, ch. xii. 
6. Feboabaz ihe fon of Febu began to reign over 
Jjrael in Samaria, whereas, Joajh began to reign 
in the feventh year of Zebu, and Febu reigned but 
28 years} ch. x. 36. and xii. 1. this could be but 
the 21ft of Fob, to reconcile which it muft be 
obferved, that it was at the beginning of the 7th. 
year of Febu, that Foa/b began to reign, and at the 
beginning of the 23d of Fea/b that Feboabaz began 
to reign, as the Fewi/o commentators obferve : and 
reigned, 17 years; the two laft of which were in 
common with his fon, as Funius, fee y. 10. 

¥.2. And he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lord, &c.] Committed idolatry: and fol- 
lowed the fins of Feroboam the fon ofNebat, which 
made I/rael to fin; worhipping the golden calves: 
be departed not therefrom; from the worthip of 
them. 

¥. 3. And the anger of the Lord was kindled againft 
Ifrael, &c.] They doing as their kings did: and 
‘he delivered them into the band of Hazael king of 
Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the fon of Ha- 
zael, all their days; the word ‘heir fhould not be 
fupplied, fince it was not true that J/rael was de- 
livered into the hands of both thofe kings of Syria 
as long as they lived; for they were delivered out 
of the hands of Benhadad, ¥. 25. but the word his 
fhould be inferted for it, as to be underftood of the 
days of Fehoahaz, fee ¥.22.  . 

¥. 4. And Feboahaz befought the Lord, and the 
Lord hearkened unto him, &c.| He did not apply 
in his diftrefs to the calves he worfhipped, but.to 
the Lord; who had a regard to his prayer, not for 
his fake, of any righteoufnefs of his, or even his 
repentance and humiliation, which. was only exter- 
nal; but for the fake of J/rael, and becaufe’ they 
were opprefied, who were his people, and he 
their God, though they had fadly departed from 
him: for he faw the oppreffion of I/rael; not only 
with his eye of omnifcience, but with an eye of 
mercy and compaffion: Lecaufe the king of Syria 
oppreffed them; by his incurfions upon them, and 
wars with them. 

¥. 5. And the Lord gave Ifrael a Saviour, &c.] 
Not an angel fent by him, nor.a captain raifed. up 
among them, nor the prophet £/iha, who pre- 
dicted their deliverance, nor Feboabaz himfelf, but 
his fon Foah, ¥. 25. fo that they went out from 
under the hand of the Syrians; were not in fubjec- 
tion to them, nor harafied by them, nor-in fear of 
them: and the children of Ifrael dwelt in their tents, 
as before time , in peace and fafety. 

¥. 6. Neverthele/s, they departed not from the fins 
of the heufe of Feroboam, who made Ijrael to fin, 
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time; and the Fewi/h chronology ' exprefsly afferts, 
that he reigned with him one year: and Foafb was 
buried in Samaria with the kings of Irael, lee ¥. 9. 
the hiftory of his life and actions does not ceafe 
here, but after an account of the ficknefs and 
death of Elifba; it is re-affumed, which was necef- 
fary to interpofe to lead on to it. 

¥.14. Now Elifha was fallen fick of his ficknefs, 
whereof be died, &c.] The prophets don’t live for 
ever; this ficknefs was unto death; Eli/ba died, 
and was not tranflated as Elijah was: and oafo 
the king came down unto him; from his palace to 
the prophet’s houfe, to vifit him in his ficknefs ; 
which was an inftance of great condefcenfion and 
refpect, and efpecially in a wicked prince that could 
not be reformed by him: and wept over his face; 
held his head over him, and wept, perceiving he 
was near his end,’ and fenfible that his death 
would be a public lofs; the nation having often 
reaped the benefit of his prayers, though his coun- 
fel and advice was neglefted and defpifed: and 
faid, O my father, my father, the chariot of Ifrael, 
and the borfemen thereof, the fame words Elifha 
faid to Elijah, as he went up to heaven, which 
very probably Yoa/h had heard of ; fee the note on 
ch. ii. 12. and here,-as there, the Targum is, ** my 
mafter, my mafter, who was better to J/rae/ by his 
prayers than chariots and horfemen.” 

y¥. 15. And Elifha faid unto him, take bow and 
arrows, &c.}] The ufual inftruments of war in 
thofe days: and he took unto him bow and arrows; 
which though they might not be had in the houfe 
of the prophet, he.could have fome from his guards 
that attended him. 

¥.16. And he faid unto the king of Ifrael, put 
thine hand upon the bow, and be put bis hand upon 
it, &c.] His left-hand: and Elifha put his bands 
apon the king’s bands; on both his hands, which 
were put, the one on the bow, the other on 
the arrow”; hereby fignifying, that though the 
king would draw the bow in battle, the Lord, 
whom the prophet reprefented, would give the 
fuccefs ; and that it would be by his help, and 
through his blefling on his arms, that he would 
obtain victory over his enemies. 


¥.17. And he faid, open the window eaftward, &c. } 
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i them, &c.] The teft of them: and be faid unto ~ 
the hing of Ifrael, [mite upon the ground; the floor — 
of the roorh_in which the prophet lay: amd be 


4 


Chi xiiic ys r4—aEs 


Jinote thrice, and flayed; made a ftop, ceafed fmit- 
ing; he might think this action ‘trifling, and be- 
neath him, only was willing to pleafe the prophet, 
but did not do it with a good will, and therefore 
fmote no more; though this was an emblem of 
his {miting the Syrians, which he might not ander- 
ftand. » eee 

¥.19. And the man of God was wroth with him, 
&c.] Becaufe he ceafed fmiting, and fmote no 
oftener; for it was revealed to the prophet, by an 
impulfe upon his mind, that by the number of 
times he {mote on the ground, it would be known 
how often he fhould get the victory oyer his ene- 
mies; but this was to be left to the king’s own 
will, how often he would fmite, and thereby the pro- 


phet would know alfo with what fpirit he would pur- 


fué his victories, and the advantages he would gain ; 
and faid, thou foouldft have fmitten five or fix times, 
then hadft thou {mitten Syria until thou hadft con- 


Jumed it ; as a nation, as well as routed cag feveral 


armies: whereas now thou fhalt fimite Syria but 
thrice ; beat them only three times in battle, ac- 
cording to the number of his fmitings on the 
ground, SS 

¥.20. And Elifoa died, and they buried bim, &c.} 
In Samaria. Epiphanius fays*", in Sebaftopolis of 
Samaria, Samaria itfelf was called Sebafte in after- 
times ; though the Fews fay°, he was buried in 
mount Carmel, in the cave of Elijah; according to 
the Fewi/ chronology ”, he died in the roth year 
of Foafb, and he prophefied more than 60 years ; 
66 as Abarbinel, fince he began to prophefy in the 
1gth year of Febofhaphat., and, according to Cle- 
mens of Alexandria, when he was 40 years of ages 
but it feems rather, as Kimchi obferves, that he 
died in .the beginning of the reign of Yoa/p, and 
even before his father’s death, when he was a paft- 
ner with him in the throne, and before any falya- 
tion or deliverance from the Syrians was wrought : 
and the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at 
the coming in of the year , at the {pring of the year, 
when there was fruit on the earth, thofe troops of 
robbers came to plunder and fpoil ; feveral of the 


—- 


Syria lying eaft.of the land of Jfrael, as the Fewi/h| Fewi/h writers obferve, ‘that in the word for coming, — 
commentators in general obferve, and for which|~ is inftead of 7, and fo may be rendered, iz that ~ 
they quote Jf ix. 12. but it lay north-eaft, or ra-|year, in that felf-fame year that Elifba died; and 
ther more to the, north; wherefore this may re-|fo read the Syriac, drabvic and the Vulgate Latin 
{pect the eaftward part of the land of J/rael, which |verfions. e 

the Syrians had got poffeffion of, and fhould be] ». 21. And it came to pafs as they were burying a 
recovered as this fign fhewed, fee ch. x. 33. and|man, &c.] That is, as they were going to bury. 

he opened it, then Elifha faid, fhoot, and he foot ;\Kims for as yet they were not come to the place 

the arrow, out of the window, being opened: and|they defigned to bury him at, as appears by what 

hé faid, the arrow of the Lord’s deliverance, and\|follows: that behold, they {pied a band of men; 

the arrow of deliverance from Syria , meaning, thatjone of the bands of tht Moadites, which came to’ 
that arrow was a fign of the Lord’s deliverance of}rob and plunder, and which was about the place 
Lfrael from the Syrians, by whom they had been| where they intended to bury the man; or they fup- 
fadly opprefled, and reduced very low: for thou|pofed would be there by that time they got to it, 
foalt fmite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou heft con-\or at leatt before they could bury him, and there- ” 
jumed them ; not the whole nation, but that army|fore being frightened ftopped: and they caft the 
they fhould bring thither; which was a city in the!man into the fepulebre of Eliba ; that being neareft, — 
land of J/rae/, where the Syrians were routed in|they opened it, or rather rolled away the ft 
Abab’s time ; 100,000 were flain near it, on one|from it, and threw the body in, in great haf 
day, and 27,coo by the fall of the wall of it,|and when the man was let down, and touched the 

1 Kings xx. 26,29, 30. hence fome read the words | bones of Elifha; or went and touchéd*, that is, as 


here, as in Aphek. — Kimchi interprets it, being caft in, he rolled till he 
¥.18. And he faid, take the arrows, and be took |came to the body of the prophet, and touched 7 
aie BOE 
; ee 
i P 


™ See Virgil. Aineid. 11. ¥. 831, 862. 


* Seder Olam Rabba, c. 19. 
P Seder Olam Rabba, c. 1g. . ¢ Stromat, lL. 1. p, 326. 


* Cippi Heb. p. 46. 
tigit, Pagninus, Montanus. 
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he revived, and ftood upon his feet ; which mightjand diftrefS$: and bad refoell unto ikem ; looked 
ferve to confirm the faith of Yeah in the predic-}upon them with an eye of pjty and mercy : decau/e 
tions of the prophet concerning his’ victories ; is }of bis covenant with Abrabam, Ijaac, and Facob ; 
a proof of the refurrection of the dead, and of |made fo long ago he ftill remembered : aud would 
eternal life, and an emblem of our being quicken- | ot deftroy them, neither caf be them from bis pre- 
ed through the death of Chrift. The Fews fay *,|/ence as yet ; or fuffered them to be carried captive 
this man was Shallum the fon of Tikvah, and hu-|into another land, as he afterwards did in the times 
{band of Huldah the prophetefs, and was a good man,|of Hofhea. 

much given to alms, for which he was rewarded;{ y¥. 24, So Hazael the king of Syria died, and Ben- 
and they farther fay, he went to his own houfe, and | hadad bis fon reigned in his flead.] This was Bes- 
lived many years, and begat children, and parti-|4adad the 3d; the firft of this name was of the 
cularly Hananeel, mentioned in Fer. xxxii. 7. which | Damafcene kings; but though the kingdom was 
is not likely; though others fay‘, he was a wicked|now in another family, yet this name, being re- 
man, Zedekiah the ton of Chenaanab, 1 Kings xxii.|{pectable with the Syriews, was retained in it. 

24. and therefore not fuffered to continue in the} y.25. And Feboa/b the fon of Fehoabaz took again 
prophet’s grave; but the former is more probable ;| out of the hand of Benhadad the fon of Hazael, the 
and, according to Jofephus", it was the band. of| cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jeboa- 
robbers that left this man, whom they had mur-j haz his father by war, &c.] Which were in the 
dered, in the grave of Eiij/ba. This grave feems|countries of Gilead and Ba/han, and belonged. to 
to have been in the field, where the ews of old, |the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manaffeh, ch. x. 33. 
and in later times buried, as im the field of Hebron, | three times did ‘foafh beat him in fo many pitched 
the potter’s field, &c. fo the Greeks, as Paufanias\ battles, but where is not faid, no doubt one of 
relates *, and the Romans alfo *, buried by the way-{them was in Aphek, at leaft, y. 17. and perhaps 


fide. 


the other two on the other fide Jordan ; this agrees 


y. 22. But Hazael king of Syria oppreffed Irael\with the three times he fmote the ground, figni- 


all the days of Feboabaz. | 


That he reigned alone, | ficant thereof, ¥. 18. and recovered the cities of I/- 


at leaft, before he took his fon Foafo to reign with|rael ; thofe before mentioned ; otherwile, if thofe 


him. 


had not been recovered, not ten tribes, only feven 


¥. 23. And the Lord was gracious to them, &c.|\and a half, would have been carried captive by the 
To Jjrael, notwithftanding their apoftacy from|king of Afpria; whereas Fofepbus” fays expreisly, 
him, and the idolatry of the calves they were guilty|the ten tribes were carried captive. 


of: and had compaffion on them; being in oppreffion 


PC'HA P. XIV. 


N this chapter we have the good reign of Ama- 

ziah king of Fudah, his victories over the Edo- 
mites, and war with Fehoafh king of Ifrael, by 
whom he was taken, who died quickly after, y. 
1—16. but Amaziah lived 15 years afterwards, 
and was flain by a confpiracy againft him, and 
Azariab his fon reigned in his ftead, ¥. 17—22, 
and a fhort account is given of the reign of Fero- 
boam the fecond, king of J/rael, ¥. 23—29. 


y¥.1. In the fecond year of Foafo fon of Feboabaz 
king of Ifracl reigned Amaziab the fon of Foafh king 
of Fudab:| As Foafh king of I/rael began to reign 
in the 37th of Foa/b king of Fudabh, ch. xiii. 10. 
who feigned 40 years, dmaziah mutt therefore be- 
gin his reign in the fourth of Foa/h king of Trael ; 
this theréfore muft be underftood of his fecond 
year after he reigned alone, for he reigned two or 
three years in his father’s life-time. 

y¥.2. He was 25 years when he began to reign, 
and reigned 29 years in Ferufalem, &c.] Fourteen 
years cotemporary with Yoafh king of Irael, who 
reigned 16 years, ch. xiii. 10. and 15 after him, 
y. 17. and bis mother’s name was Feboaddan of Fe- 
rufalem ; of whom we no where elfe read. 

¥. 3. And he did that which was right in the 


he did according to all things as Foafh bis father did 
who at firft reigned well, and then fell into idola- 
try, as this his fon did. 

¥. 4. Howbeit, the high places were not taken 
away, &c.] Though he firft did that which was 
right before God; nor did his father take them 
away; fee ch. xii. 3. 

¥. 5. And it came to pafs as foon as ihe kingdom 
was firengthened in his hand, &c.|] That he was 
well fettled on the throne, and had a fhare in the 
affection of the people, and the idolatry and mur- 
der his father had committed, were worn off of 
the minds of the people, and the friends of the 
confpirators again{t him were become few or none : 
that he flew bis fervants that had flain the king his 
father ; charged them with the murder in a court 
of judicature, obtained a fentence againft them, 
and had them executed. 

y. 6. But the children of the murderers he flew 
not, &c.} Which is an inftance of his clemency 
and goodnefs, and of his ftrict regard to juttice, 
and to the law of God; though he might fear 
thefe being fpared, would one time or other revenge 
their fathers deaths : according to that which is writ- 
ten in the book of the law of Mofes, fee Deut. xxiv. 
16. wherein the Lord commanded, faying, the fathers 


fight of the Lord, &c.] At leaft externally, and|/ball not be put to death for the children, nor the 


at the beginning of his reign: yet not like David 
his father , not with a perfect heart, with that fin- | dient. 


children, 8c. to which command Amaziah was obe- 


cerity and uprightnefs as he did, fee 2 Chron. xxv.2.| y.7. He flew of Edom in the valley of Salt ten. 
‘ cry. thoufand, 
* Pirke Eliezer, c. 33. t 'T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. Ay. 3 Shalfhalet Hakabala, fol. 11, 2. ® Antiqu. 1. 9. 
ce. 8. §.6. » Corinthiac. five, 1.2. p. 97. * Vid. Kirchman. Funer. Roman. |. 2. ¢, 22. y Antiqu. 
1.9. €.14. §. 1. 
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thoufand, &c.) Of which valley, fee the note on 
2 Sam. viii. 13. the Edomites having revolted from 
“¥udab in the days of Joram, ch. vill. 20, 22, Ama- 


ziab undertook to reduce them with an army of 


300,000 choice men ; and befides thefe, hired alfo 


of J/rael 100,000 valiant men, for roo talents of 


filver; but at the inftance of a prophet of the 
Lord he ‘difmiffed the latter, and went againft 
Edom only with his men, and flew of the Edomites 
10,000, befides other 10,000 he ‘took ‘alive, and 
caft headlong from a rock, which came into his 
hands, fee 2 Chron. xxv. 5—12. and took Selab by 
war ; which fignifies a rock, the fame with Petra, 


the metropolis of Arabia Petrea, the country of 


the Edomites. The city itfelf was not a rock, nor 
built on one, but was fituated in a plain, furround- 
ed with rocks and mountains, as Strabo” and Pliny* 
relate, from whence it feems to have its name; and 


by the Syrians called Recem, where Rocan a king of 
Midian reigned®, called in the Greek verfion of 


Numb. xxxi. 8. Recon; though Vitringa “ is of opi- 
nion, that not Petra, the metropolis of Edom, is 
meant, but Maaleb-Akrabbim, Fofb. xv. 3. Fudg. 
i. 36. which lay on the fouth-border of Fudea, 
near the Salt-/ea : and called the name of it foktheel , 
which fignifies the obedience of God; in memory of 
his obedience to the prophet of the Lord, in con- 
fequence of which he obtained this victory : and 


the name continued unto this day; the time of 


the writing this book. : 

¥. 8. Then Amaziah fent meffengers to Feboafh the 
fon of Feboahaz fon of Febu king of Ifrael, &c. } 
The occafion of it was this, when Amaziah dif- 
miffed the hired foldiers of J/rae/ they were dif- 
pleafed, and fell upon the cities of Judea from Sa- 
maria to Beth-baron, flew 3000 men, and took much 
fpoil, 2 Chron. xxv. 13. wherefore, when Ama- 
ziab returned from the flaughter of the Edomites, 
being elated with his victories, he fent the following 
meffage to the king of J/rae/, in order to revenge 
the injuries his foldiers had done; and perhaps re- 
taining an old grudge for what Zebu, the grandfather 
of the king of J/rae/, had done to his anceftors, and 
it may be in hope of reducing the ten tribes to obe- 
dience to the houfe of David: faying, come let us 
look one another in the face; that is, in battle, as 
the Targum adds ; it was a challenge to meet him 
him in the field of battle, and fight with him, and 
try each other’s courage, and fee who was the beft 
man. 

¥.9. And Feboafh the king of Ifrael fent to Ama- 
ziah the king of Judah, &c.| By the return of 
his meflengers: faying, the thiftle that was in Le- 
banon, fent to the cedar that was in Lebanon; in- 
tending by this proverbial way of {peaking to hum- 
ble the pride of Amaziah, comparing him toa thiftle 
or thorn, alow, mean, abject, weak, prickly and 
troublefome fhrub, and himfelf to a cedar, a tree 
high and lofty, ftrong, large and fpreading : /ay- 
ing, give thy daughter to my fon to wife; fignify- 
ing, that if in a peaceable manner he had defired 
to contract affinity with him, and fo eftablifh mu- 
tual friendfhip, he fhould have defpifed him as 
being asmuch below him, as the thiftle is below a 
cedar; and therefore fhould ftill more defpife and 
defy him, who addreffed him in an hoftile manner, 
and in fuch haughty language: and there paffed by 
' a wild beaft that was in Lebanon, and trod down the 
thiftle ; and fo there was an end put at once to its 
pride and ambition, and to its treaty with the ce- 


_* Geograph, 1. 16. p. 536. 
Vid. Jofeph. Antig. 1. 4. ¢.7. §. 4. 
* Ib, * Travels, par. 3. ch. 3, p. 228. by Ray, 


4 Nat. Hit. 1.6. ¢. 28. 
© Comment, in 


dar ; intimating hereby, that his foldiers would as 
eafily vanquifh and deftroy the army of Amaziab, 
as a wild beaft can deftroy a thiftle., facie 
~y¥. 10: Thou haft indeed fmitten Edom, and thing 
heart hath lifted thee up, &c.] Swelled him with 
pride and vanity on account of the victory he had 
obtained over the Edomites ; which pride was at 
the bottom of his meflage to him, and that goes 
before a fall: glory of this, and tarry at home; be 
content. with the glory of it, and boaft of it ar 
home, but don’t fwagger abroad, and infule thy 
neighbours: for why fhouldft thou meddle to thy 
burt, that thou fhouldft fall, even thou, and Judah 
with thee? fuggefting to him, that he had better 
be quiet, fince it would be to the hurt, if not the 
ruin of him and his kingdom. 4 
¥. 11. But Amaziah would not hear, &c.\ Being 
given up to a judicial hardnefs of heart, through 
pride ; for this was of God, and by his over-ruling 
providence, that he might be punifhed for his ido- 
latry, in fetting up the gods of Edom to be his gods, 
and offering to them, 2 Chron. xxv. 14, 20. there- 
fore Feboafh king of Ifrael went up; trom Samaria 
to the land of ‘fudab, which was higher ground : 
and he and Amaziah looked one another in the face; 
in the field of battle: at Beth-/hemelh, which be- 
longeth to fudab; which is obferved, not merely 
to diftinguifh it from another Beth-/bemefh in Napb- 
tali, but to obferve, that the king of J/rael waited 
not for him to give him the challenge, but met 
his adverfary in his own country, whither he car- 
ried the war, not fuffering him to come into 
his. 
y¥. 12. And Fudah was put to the worfe before 
Tfrael, &c.] Could not face them; but, as Yo- 


Jephus* fays, a fudden fear and confternation feized 


them, and before they joined iffue with the J/rael- 
ites, turned their backs: and they fled every mam to 
their tents; to their cities, as the Jargum, and left 
their king alone. 


king of Fudab, the fon of Feboafo the fon of Aba- 
ziah, at Beth-/oemefh, &c.| And then they looked 
one another in the face indeed, but 4maziab mutt 
look very fillily : and came to Ferufalem; the me- 
tropolis of Judah, with his royal prifoner: }and 
broke down the wall of Ferufalem; in at the breach, 
of which he went with his chariot, as Yo/epbus 
fays *, in triumph: from the gate of Ephraim unto the - 
corner -gate, 400 cubits; the gate of Ephraim was to 
the north of the city, towards the tribe of Ephraim, 
from whence it had its name ; and the corner-gate 


walls together, or rather the northern and eaftern 
walls ; for Rauwolff fays‘, there is ftill the corner- 
gate in its old place, where the north and eaft walls 
meet on large and high rocks, and is ftill called 
by fome the gate of Naphtali. a 

¥. 14. And be took all the gold and filver, and all 
the veffels that were found in the boufe of the Lord, 
&c.] In 2 Chron, xxv. 24. it is added, with Obed- 
edom, who, and his family, had the care of them 
by lot, fee.1 Chron. xxvi. 15, and in the treafures 
of the king’s boufe ; which were alfo fpoiled and 
plundered : and hoftages either. fuch as the king” 
of Fudab had taken from Edom, as pledges. 
fidelity, that they might not rebel; or which th 
king of I/rael took of Fudah, even fons of the 


princes, as the Targum, for fecurity, that they — 


would give him no more trouble : and returned to 


wilh Samaria 5 
> Hieron, de loc, Heb. fol. 93. M. & 4. Y 
Jefaiam, c. 16. 1, 4 Antiq. 1, 9: Stade § 


¥.13. And Feboafh king of Iirael took Amaziah 


was that which joined the northern and weftern — 


e 
a 
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Samaria ; without attempting to bring the king-] when they revolted, and 4maziab cot acain when 
dom of Fudab into fubjection to him, which he] he defeated them ; and this his fon.rébuile-and for- 
might fuppofe he could not hold, and having|tified: and reftored it to Judah; annexed it to the 
enough to do with the Syrians, his avowed ene-|kingdom of Yudab, as in the days of David and 
mies, Solomon: after that the king flept with bis father's ; 
xy. 15. Now the reft of the aéts of Feboafh which} after the death of his father Amaziah. 
he did, and his might, &c.] His valiant and mighty} y. 23. In the 15th year of Amaziah, the fon of 
acts which he did in his wars with the Syrians, ch. | Foajh king of Judah, Feroboam the fon of Foafb king 
xiii. 25. and how he fought with Amaztah king of|of Irael began to reign in Samaria, &c.] » So that 
Judah ; a fhort account of which is given in the{he reigned 14 or 15 years cotemporary with him ; 
preceding verfes: are they not written in the book\for Amaziah reigned. 29 years: and reigned 41 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? a book|years; Fofepbus fays' 40, giving only. the round 
very often mentioned and referred to, as contain- |number. ; 
ing the hiftory of the events and tranfactions of] .24. And be did that which was evil in the 
every reign. ight of the Lord, &c.| Was guilty of idolatry : 
¥.16. And Feboafh flept with his fathers, &c.\\be departed not from all the fins of Feroboam the fon 
Died as they did: and was buried in Samaria with |of Nebat, who made Ifrael to fin, the worlhip of 
the kings of I/rael; where they were: and Feroboam|the calves is efpecially meant; he was in all re- 
bis fon reigned in bis flead; which was Ferobcam |{pects of the fame caft with his anceftor of the fame 
the fecond. name, from whom he.had it-in veneration of him. 
¥. 17. And Amaziab the fon of Foafh king of Ju-| y. 25. He reftored the coaft of Ijrael, &c.] The 
dab lived after the death of ‘Fehoafh fon of Feboabaz\cities upon it, which had been taken away from 
king of Ifrael 15 years.) Which, with the r4 he |them by their enemies : from the entring of Hamath ; 
reigned cotemporary with him, made the 29 years |which was the northern border of the land of Ca- 
he reigned, ¥.2. The Vulgate Latin vertion is, |zaan, the entrance into it from Syria, fee Numb. 
25 years. xxxiv, 8. unto the fea of the plain; of Fordan, 
y.18. And the reft of the atts of Amaziab, are|called fometimes the Salt Sea and the Dead Sea; the 
they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the|\ake A/phaltites, as Jofephus *, where formerly ftood 
kings of Fudab?\ Not in the canonical book of| Sodom and Gomorrah: according to the word of the 
Chronicles ; though there are fome things of him|Zord God of Ijrael, which he fpake by ihe hand of 
recorded there, which are not here; but inthe an-| bis fervant Fonah the fon of Amittai ; the fame with 
nals of each reign, written by the king’s hiftorian|him whofe prophecy among the {mall prophets 
appointed for that purpofe. bears this name; and though his prophecy con- 
y¥.19. Now they made a confpiracy againft him|cerning Feroboam’s fuccefs and victories. is not 
in Ferufalem, &c.| Againtt Amaziah; the inha-|there, nor any where elfe recorded at length, yet 
bitants of Ferufalem, the principal men of it; per-|needed not to be doubted of; this is the firft of 
haps thofe whofe fons the king of J/rael had carried|the prophets fpoken of whofe books are extant : 
away as hoftages, which they imputed to the ill|which was of Gath-bepber; a city in the tribe of 
conduct of 4maziah, as well as the breaking of|Zebulun, Fofb. xix. 13. which contradicts a notion 
the wall of Ferufalem, and the pillaging of the tem-] of the Yews, that no prophet. came out of Galilee, 
ple, and the king’s palace : and be fled to Lachifb ;\ when the very firft of thofe that were the penmen 
a fortified city in the tribe of Fudah, Fofb. xv. 39.|of the books of prophecies was from thence, fee 
but they fent after him to Lachifh, and flew bim| Fobn vii. 52. 
there; in a private manner, as Fo/ephus * relates. ¥.26. For the Lord faw the affliction of Ifrael, 
y.20. And they brought him on horfes, &c.]|that it was very bitter, &c.] Being forely oppref- 
That is, in a chariot or hearfe drawn by horfes ;| fed by their enemies, efpecially the Syrians; and he 
though the ews" fuppofe he was carried on horfes,|was moved to ‘have compaffion upon them, and 
and that, becaufe he worfhipped the gods of the|fhew mercy to them: for there was nat any /hut up, 
Edomites, who were themfelves carried on horfes ;| nor any left, nor any helper in Irael; they were in 
and he was not carried on the fhoulders of men, be-|the moft forlorn’ and helplefs condition; fee the 
éaufe he neglected to ferve the god of J/rael, whofe| note on Deut..xxxii. 36. 
myfteries were carried on the fhoulders of men:| y. 27. And the Lord faid not that be would blot 
and he was buried at Ferufalem with his fathers in\ out the name of Ifrael from under heaven, &c.} 
tbe city of David; and very probably in the fepul-| Had not as yet declared it by any of his prophets, 
chre of the kings, though his father was not. that he would do it, as he afterwards did by Ho/ea, 
_ y. 21. And all the people of Fudab took Azariab,|\ch. i. 4. 9. and was fulfilled in the reign of Hofbea 
&c.] Called Uzziab in the next chapter, and fo|king of J/rael, ch. xvii. but he faved them by the 
in the book of Chronicles, both names fignifying| band of Feroboam the fon of Foafh; the inftrument 
much the fame, the one the help of the Lord, the|of their deliverance from the hands of their ene- 
other the firength of the Lord: (which was 16 years|mies, and of recovering their borders as afore- 
old;) yet as he began to reign in the 27th of fero-|time. 
boam, ch. xv. 1. and Feroboam began to reignin| y. 28. Now the reft of the aéts of Feroboam, and 
the 15th of Amaziah, y. 23. he could be but four|a// that he did, and his might, bow be warred, &c.} 
years of age, the folution of which is deferred to} His valiant ats and warlike exploits : and how he 
ch. xv. 1. and made him king inftead of bis father\ recovered Damafcus and Hamath, which belonged 
Amaziah; which was after his death, and not] ¢o fudab, for Ifrael,; which cities, in the times of 
when he fled to Lachi/b, as Kimchi thinks. David and Solomon, were tributary to Judah, but - 
y. 22. He built Elath, &c.] A port which be-| afterwards fell into the hands of the Syrians, from 
longed to Edom, Deut. ii. 8. 1 Kings ix. 26.. which} whom Feroboam recovered them, and annexed them 
very probably David took from them when he}to the kingdom of Ifrael, or, as Kimchi, though 
made them tributary, and which they retook,|¥eroboam was king of J/rael, yet having a 
8 them, 


| & Ut fupra. » Hieron, Trad, Heb. in lib, paralip. fol, $5. L, 1 Utfupra, c 10. §. 1 ® Ibid, 
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them, he reftored them to the king of 7udab, to whom 


IN G S. Q Ch, xv. YAS. : 


~ 


with the kings of Tfrael, 8c.) Died, and was bu- 


they belonged: are they not written in the book of xied with them: and Zachariah bis fon reigned in bis ‘ 
the chronicles of the kings of Irael? where all events fread; who was of the fourth generation from 


of any moment were regiftered. 
y g 


y¥. 29. And Feroboam flept with bis fathers, even 


CHA 


Jehu, as was promifed to him, ch. x. 30, 


Us SUES 


cot 


ye aeors Gh 


HIS chapter begins with the reign of Azariah | other kings before him, and others afterwards, till 
king of Fudab, ¥.1—7. and then gives a Hezekiah came: the people facrificed, and burut in- 
fhort account of the feveral kings of [rae], to the | cen/e frill on the high places; {ee ch..xii. 3. A 


laft of them; of Zachariah, x. 8—12. of Shallum, 
¥.13, 14,15. of Menabem, yy. 16—22. of Peka- 
biab, ¥.23—26. of Pekab, fucceeded by Hofbea, 
the laft of them, ¥. 27—-31. and is concluded 
with the reion of Yotham king of Judah, y. 
32—38. 


y. 1. Inthe 27th year of Feroboam king of Ifrael, 
began Azariah the fon of Amaziab king of Fudab to 
reign.| Now Amaziah lived only to the 15th year 
of Feroboam, ch. xiv. 2. 17.23. in which year, 
and not in his 27th, it might be thought /zariab 
his fon began to reign. There are various ways 
taken to remove this difficulty, not to take notice 
ef a corruption of numbers, 27 for 17, which 


¥. 5. And the Lord finote the king, 8c.) . With 
leprofy ; the reafon of it was, becaufe he intruded. 
into the prieft’s office, and went into the temple to 
burn incenfe on the altar of incenfe, 2 Chron. xxvis 
19, 20. fo that be was a leper unto the day of bis 
death ; but how long it was to it from his being 
fmitten cannot be faid with certainty ; Dr. Light= 
foot ' thinks he died the fame year he was fmitten: 
and dwelt in a feveral houfe ; without Ferufalemy, ; 
as the Targum, for lepers, according to the law,. 
were to dwell feparate without the camp or city, 
Lev. xiii. 46. the word for /everal fignifies free ™; 
here he lived alone, free from the company and 
converfation of men, free from the bufinefs of go- - 
vernment, his fon doing that’ for him, and in the 


fome infift on. Bex Gerfom and Abarbinel are of |country, where he might freely walk about, as 


opinion, that thofe 27 years of Feroboam’s reign 


lepers did, and take the air ; the Fews fay”, his houfe 


are not to be underftood of what were paft, but of }was among the graves, where he was free among 


what were to come before the family of Febu was 
extinét; and that he reigned 26 years, and his fon 
6 months, which made 27 imperfect years. Others 
fuppofe that Feroboam reigned with his father 1x or 
12 years before his death ; and reckoning from the 
different periods of his reign, this was either the 
24th year, or the 15th or 16th: and others, that 
the reign of Azariah may be differently reckoned, 
either from the time his father fled to Lachif, 
where he might remain 11 or 12 years, or from 
his death, and fo may be faid to begin to reign 
either in the r5th or 27th of Feroboam; or there 
was an interregnum of rr or 12 years after the 
death of his father, he being a minor of about 4 
years of age, which was the 15th of Feroboam, 
during which time the government was in the 
hands of the princes and great men of the nation ; 
and it was not till 4zariah was 16 years of age, 
and when it was the 27th of feroboam’s reign, that 
the people agreed to make him king, fee ch. xiv. 
24. and which feems to be the beft way of account- 
ing for it. 

yt..2. Sixteen years old was he when he began to 
véign, &c.] By the confent of the people and 
princes of Fudab, ch. xiv. 21. and be reigned 52 
years in Ferufalem, exclufive of the 11 or 12 years 
of his minority, from his father’s death: and bis 
mother’s name was Fecholiah of Ferufalem; of whom 
there is no farther account any where. . 
' y. 3. And he did that which was right in the fight 
of the Lord, &c,] At the beginning of his reign, 
and in an external way: according to all that bis 
father Amaziah had done , who did not do what he 
did “as David, fincerely and cordially, ch. xiv. 3. 
2 Chron. xxv. 2. 

¥. 4. Save that the high places were not removed, 
&c.] That is, he did right, excepting in that in- 
ftance, and which was the cafe of his father and 


1 Works, vol. 1. p. 99, 
apud Jarchium in loc, 


the dead, as the phrafe is, Pf Ixxxviii.5. but not 
likely ; much better is what dbendana obferves from 
R. Jouah, that the word, inthe Arabic ® language, 
fignifies a little houfe, and fo this might be in ~ 
which he dwelt.out of the city, in comparifon of 
his palace: and otham the king’s Jon was over thé 
house; had the direction of the palace, and the ma- 
nagement of all affairs in it: judging the people of 
the land; adminiftring juftice in all cafes, for which 
they came to him, and fo filled up his father’s 
place; he did not depofe his father, nor take upow 
him to be king, only did the bufinefs of one,» 
y. 6. And the reft of the alts of Azariah, and all 
that be did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Fudab?| In the hiftory of 
the reigns of thofe kings; fome of them are res 
corded in the canonical book of the Chronicles, 
2 Chron. xxvi. and fome were written by the pro- 
phet J/aiah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 22. . be 
¥. 7. So Axariah flept with his fathers, Bec.) 
Or died, when he had reigned 52 years: and they 
buried him with his fathers in the city of Davids but 
not in the fepulchres of the kings, but in the field 
of the burial, or the burying-ground which bes 
longed to them, becaufe he was a leper, 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 23. Benjamin of Tudela ° places his grave 
near the pillar of 4b/alom, and the fountain of Sé 
loab, near the brook Kidron: and Fotham bis fom 
reigned in bis ead; who reigned 16 years; a fars 
ther account of him, and his reign, we have in the © 
latter part of this chapter, after the reigns of feves 
ral of the kings of Jrael. MER ree 
¥. 8. In the 38th year of Axariah king of Fudab, 
did Zachariah the fon of Feroboam reign over Ifrael 
Samaria fix months.| Since Azariab began'to 
inthe 27th of Feroboam, y. 1. and Ferobeam rei : 
41 years, ch. xiv. 23. his laft year muft be the 
15th or 16th of Azariab, in which year Zachariab 


eedow muft : 
7) a *) coro) aR 
= Pwo MI in domo libero, V. L. “Tigurine verfion, &c.  'T. Hierof. 
° qx in exigua domo refedit affidue, Caftel, Lexic. col. 1345. P Itinerar. p. 4 As, 
pg hertl mow * ve 
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muft have begun to reign, had he immediately | near the Euphrates ; 
fucceeded his father in the throne; there muft be! nearer Samaria, and Tirzah ; according to Bunting‘, 
therefore an interregnum of 22 years at leaft, which|it was but fix miles from Samaria: becaufe they 
might be owing to the diffentions among the princes | opened not to him, therefore he /mote it 3 they re- 
and people about the fucceffion, and a diflike to|fufed to.open the gates of their city to him, and 
Zachariah on {ome account ; however, after all, he| receive him, and acknowledge him as their king 4 
muft reign, though but fix months, to fulfil the| therefore he exercifed feverity on the inhabitants of 
word of the Lord, fee ¥. 12. ~ * fit, and the parts adjacent, as far as Tirzab, putting © 
¥. 9. And be did that which was evil in the fight \them to the fword: and all’ the women therein that 
of ihe Lord, as bis fathers bad done, &c.] Kven|were with child, be ript up; which was a mott 
all his predeceffors, from the time of Yeroboam the | {hocking inftance of barbarity, and which he did, 
fon ot Nedat, from whofe fin, in worfhipping the|to terrify others from following their example. 
calves, they departed not. ‘ | Bet Gerfom interprets it of ftrong towers built on 
¥.10. ind Shallum the fon of Fabefo confpired| mountains, which he demolifhed, deriving Haroth, 
againft him, &c.| <A friend of his, as Fofepbus*|which we render women with child, from Har a 
calls him, encouraged by the diffatisfaction of the} mountain. . 
people to him: and mote bim before the people, and| y.17. In the 39th year of Azariab king of Fux 
flew.him; in a public manner, the people confent-| dab, began Menahem the fon of Gadi to reign over 
ing to it, and approving of it, not liking Zacha-| Djrael, &c.| Shallum reigning but one month, 
riah to be their king: and reigued in his flead ; tho’ | both their reigns began the fame year. 
but a very fhort time. ¥. 18. And he did that which was evil, &e.] 
¥. 11. And the reft of the aéts of Zachariah, &c.|| The fame character is given of him as of thofe be= 
During his fix months reign, and what he might do| fore him, y. 
before in the interregnum: debold, they are written) y.19. And Pal the king of Affria came againft 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael; for|\the land, 8cc.| The land of J/rae/, he invaded. it 5 
be they more or fewer, good or bad, they were allla ewi/h chronologer " calls him Pul-Belicho ; and 
recorded there, which were of any moment. he is generally thought to be the fame with Belo- 
y. 12. This was the word of the Lord which he|chus or Belefis, governor of Babdyloz, who, with 
frake unto Jehu, &c.¥ Which was now fulfilled in| Ardaces the Mede, flew Sardanapalus, faid to be 
the thort reign of Zachariah: faying, Thy fons fhall\ the laft of the Affrian kings, aud tranflated the 
fit on the throne of Ifrael unto the 4th generation;|empire to the Chaldeans; he ruling over Babylon 
fee ch. x. 30. and fo it came to pafs ; as every word} and Niniveb, and Arbaces over the Medes and Per- 
ot the Lord does, not one fails, for after Febu| fans, but Pul was not a Badylonian, but an Affy- 
reigned Feboahaz, Feboafh, Feroboam the 2d, and|rian”, and the firft king. of the <Afprions, at 
Zachariah, ail defcendants of Febu. leaft, the {criptures fpeak of : we read no more of 
¥. 13. Shallum the fon of Fabefh began to reign in\him; but one Metajfthencs, a Perfian hiftorian, 
the 39th year of Uzziah king of Fudah, &c.| The feigned and publifhed by Aznius, and fo named by 
fame with Azariab; he is fometimes called by one| him inftead of Mega/tdenes, calls him Pbul-Belochus, 
name, and fometimes by the other,’ fee ch. xiii. 21.| and fays * he reigned 48 years: aud Menahem gave 
and he reigned a full month in Samaria; and no} Pul 1000 talents of filver; and a talent of filver, 
longer; fo foon were the confpiracy againft his fo-| according to Brerewood’, was 375 pounds ; but 
vereign, and the murder of him punifhed. bifhop Cumberland calculates it at 353 pounds 1% 
y. 14. For Menabem the fon of Gadi went up| fhillings and 10 pence halfpennys 1000 of them 
from Tirzab, &c.| <A city in the tribe of Ma-| made a large fum of money, according to the for- 
nafih, the royal city of the kings of J/rae before} mer 375,000 pounds ; and this he gave to him, 
Omri, of which fee the note on Fo/h. xii. 24. whe-|not only to defift from the invafion of his land, 
ther Menahem. was of this city, or was now be-| but that his band might be with him; and not againft 
fieging it with an army he had the command of,| him: and #0 conjirm the kingdom in his band; which 
as Fofepbus * fuggefts, is not certain; however, | being got by ufurpation, and fupported by cruelty, 
hearing what had befallen Zachariah, he came} was but tottering. 
from hence : and came to Samaria ; which, accord-| _y. 20. And Menabem exatied the money of Ifrael, 
ing to Bunting ‘,was fix miles from Tirzah: and|even of all the mighty men of wealth, &c.] Who 
fmote Shallum the fon of Fabefb in Samaria, and flew | were moft able to pay it, by which means he eafed 
bim, and reigned in bis ftead judging he had as|the poor, and might thereby attach them to him: 
good a right to the throne as Shallum had. of each man 50 foekels of filver, to give to the king 
y. 15. And the reft of the aéts of Shallum, and his\of Afhria; that is, he required them to pay 50 
con[piracy which be made, bebold, they are written|fhekels a-piece to make up the above fum as a pree 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of I/rael.|\fent to Pul,; though the words in the original text 
In which, no doubt, an account of the caufé of the] lie more naturally thus, 40 give to the king of Alfy- 
confpiracy, and of the perfons affifting to him in it,|ria 50 jhekels of filver for one man; that is, for 
was given, with other things done in his fhort|every man in his army; which amounted to about 
reign. \fix pounds a man: fo the king of Afhria turned 
¥. 16. Then Menahem fmote Tiphfab and all that | back, to his own country: and frayed not’ there in 
were therein, and the coafts thereof from Tirzab, &c.}| the land; in the land of Trael, neither to diftrefs 
The Yewi/o writers commonly take this Tiph/ab to| nor to help Menahem, for which he gave him the 
be without the land of J/rae/, the fame with that| money. | 


y 
in 1 Kings iv. 24. on the borders of Syria, and| y. 21. And the reff of the ats of Menahem, &c.]- 
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We are referred to the fame book of Chronicles for 
them as for thofe of the reft. of the kings, which 
feems to be a form the hiftorian ufes of them all. 

y. 22. And Menahem flept with his fathers, &c.) 
Died a natural death, and in peace, though an 
ufurper and a tyrant: and Pekahiah bis fon reigned 
in bis flead, the kingdom, he had ufurped conti- 
nued in his family. , 

y¥. 23. In the 5oth year of Azariah king of Fu- 
dah, Pekabiah the fon of Menahem began to reign 
over Ifrael in Samaria, &c.) As it was in the 39th 
of Azariah thathis father began his reign, and he 
reigned 10 years, they mult end in the 4gth of 
Azariah, and therefore there muft be an interreg- 
num of a year; perhaps the title of Pekadiab might 
be difputed, and it was a year before he could get 
fettled on the throne: and reigned ¢wo years; being 
flain by one of his captains, as after related. 

y. 24. And be did that which was evil, &c.] 
Befides other fins, he cleaved to that of worfhip- 
ping the calves, a piece of {tate-policy all the kings 
of Ijrael gave into. 

¥.25. But Pekah the fon of Remaliah, a captain 
of bis, &c.] The word fignifies a ¢hird man, the 
third to the king, as fome think; Fo/epbus.* calls 
him a chiliarch, one that had the command of 1000 
men :. confpired againft him, and {mote him in Sama- 
via, in the palace of the king’s houfe, Jofepbus” {ays 
it was at a banquet: with Argob, and Arieh ; 
whom, according to Abarbinel, Pekab flew with 
the king, being mighty men, who were always 
about him, but they feem rather to be confpirators 
with Pekah, and affifting to him in fmiting the 
king; the former of thefe, Ben Gerfom thinks, 
was governor of Argod, a country on the other fide 
Jordan, and the latter had his name from his forti- 
tude, which fignifies a lion: and with him 50 men 
of the Gileadites; which may feem to ftrengthen 
the above notion concerning 4rgob, fince the Gilea- 
dites were of the fame fide of Yordan, and were 
near Argob, fee Deut. iii. 13. and he killed bim, and 
reigned in bis room; as his father killed Shallum, 
and reigned in his ftead. 

¥. 26. And the reft of the adts of Pekahiah, &c.] 
The fame form of expreffion is ufed as before, y. 
21. of all the kings. 

¥. 27. Inthe 52d year of Azariah king of Fudab, 


Pekab the fon of Remaliah began to reign over Irae! 


in Samaria, &c.| Which was the laft year of the 
reign of. Azariah: and reigned 20 years; which 
was a long reign for an ufurper and murderer. 

¥. 28. And he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lord, &c.] Not only in committing the 
above crimes of ufurpation and murder, but idola- 
try, and particularly the worfhipping of the calves, 
hinted at in the text. 

¥. 29. In the days of Pekah king of Ifrael, came 
Tiglath-pilefer king of Afpria, &c.] Into the land 
of Srael; he is called by a Yewifh chronologer ‘ 
Pul-Afir ; fo Pkul-Affar by Metajfthenes*, who fays 
he reigned 25 years ; he very probably. was the fon 
of Pul the Afjrian king, mentioned ¥. 19. and is 
thought to be the fame that Avianus * calls Tilga- 
mos ; fome think he had the firft part of his name 
from” Diglath, or Diglito, by which the river Ti- 
gris is called in Pliny’, with which Affyria was 


I. K LN G S. Ch. xv. 9.22350 ; 


of which fee 1 Kings xv. 20. and Fanoah, a city 
in the tribe of / phraim, Jofo. xvi. 6. and Kedefh, 
and Hazor ; cities in Naphtali: Fofb. xix. 36, 37. 


and Gilead; a country beyond ‘Yordan, which be= 


longed to the Reudenites, Gadites, and half tribe of 
Manaffeb; and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, 


that is, upper Galilee, which lay in Naphtali: and — 


carried them captive to Afyria ; which was the firft 
captivity of J/rae/, in which half their tribes were 
carried away. . No" 


¥. 30. And Hofbea the fon of Elab made a con|pi- 


racy againft Pekab the fon of Remaliah, and fmote bim, 


and flew him, and reigned in bis ftead, &c.| Didby . 


him as he had done by Pekabiah, y..28. this was 
meafure for meafure, as the ews fay: and this 
he did iz she 20th year of Fotham the fon of 
Uzziah; and yet Fotham is faid to reign but 16 


years, ¥. 33. this muft be reckoned thereforeveither — 


from the time of his being viceroy, and judging 
T/rael in his father’s life-time, ¥. 5, or this was 
the 4th year of 4baz, and the 2oth year, reckons 
ing from the time Fotbam began to reign,’ who is 
the rather mentioned, becaufe as yet the hiftorian 
had taken no notice of Ahaz. ) ate 

¥. 31. And the reft of the ails of Pekab, 8c} 
Not recorded here, were to be read in the book of 
chronicles of the kings fo often referred to. 1 ~~ 

¥. 32. In the 2d year of Pekah the fon of Rema- 
lich king of Ifrael, began Fotham the fon of Uzziab 
king of Judab to reign.| .Pekab began to reign in 


his laft year, ¥. 27. and which was the. firft of 
Pekah,; Uzziah reigned full 52, and then Fotham 
fucceeded, which was the beginning of, the 2d of 
Pekab. . > 


began to reign, &c.| Alone, after» the death of 
his father: and he reigned 16 years in Ferufalem; 


and his mother’s name was Jerufha, the daughter of 
Zadok: a perfon well known. in thofe times; Dn 
Lightfoot * thinks he was high-prieft. .., ..  * 

¥. 34. And he did that which was right in the 


fight of the Lord, &c.|. Farchi, in 2 Chron. xxviis 


2. obferves, from a writer of theirs, thatin all the 
kings of Yudah before him, even in the beft, fome 
fins were found; but in Yotbam. there was nothing 
fcandalous and reproachtul; and it is a high cha- 
racter Fofepbus* gives of him, that there: was no 


virtue wanting in him ; he was pious towards:God, 
juft towards men, and careful of the public good; _ 


but the infpired hiftorian chiefly refpects matters of 


religious worfhip; he did not. give into eye: | 


he did according to all that his father Uzziah tb 
done; that is, according to what was well done by 


him; he did not imitate him in going into the tem- 


ple to burn incenfe, which is particularly excepted, 
2 Chron. xxvii. 2. : sw ia 
¥..35- Howbeit the high places were mot removed, 


&c.] ..As they were not. by his father,sand the 


fame is obferved.of the beft of kings before: the 


people facrificed and burnt incenfe fill in the bigh 
places ; from which they,could not be broughtoff 


by prophets or kings : 4e. built the higher 
the houfe of the Lord x which. was betw: 
ple and the king’s palace, which led.to its. 


the 52d year: of Azariah, or Uzziab, which was 


¥. 33. Five and twenty years old was he coben be- 


and his.reign, upon the whole, was a good reign: — 


wafhed ; and. that Pi, or Pal is Baal, Bel, Fupi-|repaired and beautified,. or added fomething: to 


ter, and Azar is Mars *; of all which his name is\or otherwife it was built by Solomon, phe —_—— 


compoled: and took Tjon, and Abel-beth-maachab ;| fore called the new gate, Jer. xxvi. 10. an 
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ro. it is the fame that was afterwards called the nothing of what follows came to pafs in his life, 
gate of Nicanor; the eaft-gate, as fay the Fewi/f>| but in the times of his fon: the Lord began to 
writers *. . Jend againft Fudah, Rexin the king, of Syria, and 
yy. 36. Now the reft of the alts of Fotham, and\Pekah the fon of Remaliahb ; to make war with 
all that be did, are they not written in the book of \them as a fcourge to Abaz for his fins ; of which 
the Chronicles of the kings of Fudab?] Of which|in the following chapter. 
mention is often made by the infpired hiftorians ;|_ y. 38. And Fotham flept with his fathers, and 
fome of Fotham’s other atts are recorded in the|ewas buried with his fathers in the city of David bis 
canonical book of Chronicles, 2 Chron. xxvii. father, &c.] Died, and was buried with the kings 
¥. 37. In thofe days, &c.) ‘At the end of the|of Fudeb in their fepulchres: and Abaz his Jon 


days of Fotham, or after his death, things might! reigned in bis Jiead ; an account of whofe reign we 
be in defign, and preparations made before, but! have in the next chapter. 


CHAP. XVI 


jet ab chapter contains the reign of Abaz only,|fants were carried by their mothers through the 
relates his idolatry, ¥. 1—4. his hiring the| flames ; which feemed to be an expiation or purga- 
king of Affria with the treafure of the temple,|tion, and which he takes to be the fame with the fin 
and his own, ‘to affift him againft the kings of] of Abaz. a 
Ifrael and Syria, who befieged him, y. 5—g. his| y. 4. And he fecrificed and burnt incenfe in the 
feeing the altar of an'idol at Dama/cus, the fathion| high places, and on the bills, &c.] Which none of 
of which he took, and ordered one like it to be|the kings of Zudab before him ever did; for tho? ’ 
built at Ferufalem, ¥. 10—16, his defacing and|they connived at this practice in the people, they 
removing fome things in the temple, y. 17, 18.|never encouraged it by their own example ; and 
and the chapter is concluded with his death and|very probably he offéred {acrifices there to idols, 
burial, ¥. 19, 20. : fee 2 Chron, xxviii, 25. whereas the people facri- 
ficed to the true God, though at a wrong place: f 
y. 1. In the 17th year of Pekah the fon of Rema-\and under every green tree ; and which is never {aid | 
liah, Abaz the fon of Fotham, king of Fudab be-\of the people, and feems to confirm it; that Zbaz 
gan to reign.) “Fotham began to reign in the fe-|facrificed to other gods, fince the heathens ufed to 
cond of Pekab, and he reigned 16 years, and there-|place idols under green trees, and worfhip them, 
fore his laft year would fall in the 18th of Pekab ;}whom the Jews imitated, Fer, ii. 2. and.iii. 6. 
but-as his firft year might be at the beginning of| y¥. 5. Then Rezin king of Syria, and Pekab Son of - 
the fecond of Pekab, his latt was towards the|Remaliah king of Ifracl, came up to JFerufalem to war, 
end of the 17th of Pekab’s, as here; fee ch. xv.|&c.] To fight with 4baz, moved to it by the 
32.06 Lord, to chaftize 4baz for his idolatry, ch, .xv- 
¥. 2. Twenty years old was Abaz when he began|37. 2 Chron. xxviii. 5. but could not overcome him ; 
to reign, and reigned 16 years in Ferufalem, &c.]\{0 as.to take Ferufalem, and fet up another king 
, The fame number of years his father did: and did|there, as their fcheme was, If. vii. 5, 6, though 
not that which was right in the fight of the Lord|they had both at other times got great advantages 
God, like David his father, his more remote pro-|over him, and flew many of his people, and car- 
genitor, nor even like his more immediate father, |ried them captive, fee 2 Chron. xxviii. 5-—8. 
from whom he received fuch good inftruétions,| y. 6. At that time Rezin king of Syria, recovered 
and of whom he had fo good an example; but|£lath to Syria, &c.] A port on the Red-fea, that 
grace is neither propagated by blood, nor obtained formerly belonged to Edom, taken from them by 
through the force of education, David, retaken by them when they revolted in Fo- 
¥. 3. But be walked in the way of the kings of\ram’s time, and perhaps taken by Amaziah again, 
Jrael, &c.] Worfhipping the calves as they did;}fince his fon Azariab rebuilt. it, and. reftored it to. 
which as it was contrary to the religious fentiments|Fudab, ch. xiv. 22. and it feems by this, that it 
in which he was educated, fo againft his politicaljhad been in the hands of the Syrians, who now- 
intereft, which was the only, or at leaft the prin-|recovered it; unlefs inftead of Aram, rendered Sy- 
cipal thing, which fwayed with the kings of J/rael|rians, we could fubftitute. Edom, which Le Clerc) 
to continue that idolatry : yea, and made bis fon to|has yentured to do without any authority : and . 
pas through the fire ; between two fires to Molech,|\drave the Jews From Elath; who were in pofieffion , 
by way of luftration ; which might be true of He-|of it. This is the firft time that the inhabitants , 
zekiab his fon, and others of his fons, for he hadjof the kingdom of $udahb are called Fews, from 
more he burnt with fire, as appears from 2 Chron.|the name of their original patriarch, and principal. 
xxviii. 3. both ways were ufed in that fort of ido-|tribe ; though fome, think ® they had this name 
latry, fee the note on Lev. xvili. 21. according to\from the time this tribe. went up firft againft the. 
the abominations of the beathen, whom the Lord caft Canaanites. Fudg.i. 1, 2. however, it is a miftake of . 
out from before the children of Irael, the old Ca-|R. Elias Levita", that itis never found in the bible. 
naanites ; fo the Carthaginians, a colony of the Phe-|they were called ews, but from the time the ten 
nicians, ufed in time of calamity to offer human|tribes were carried captive, and not before ;,anda 
facrifices, and even their children, to appeafe their|greater miftake ftill it is of Tacitus °, that they were, 
deities’. Theodoret fays, he had feen in fome ci-|called Fews or Judeans, as if they were Ideans 
ties, in his time, piles kindled once a year, over|from mount Jda in Crete, from whence he fuppofes 
which-not only boys, but men would leap, and in-|they came: amd the Syrians came to Elath, and: 


” , dwelt 
- 5 ? ‘ . 

' * 'T. Bab. Sotah, fol. 7.1. Gloff;in ib, Maimon. Cele Hamikdafh, c,7. §.6.. - » ¢ + Juftin e Trogo, Hift. 1. 18, 
c.6. Curt. Hift, 1. 4. c.3- Pefcennius Feftus apud Laétant. de falf-relig. 1,1. ¢, 21. ; ™ Polydor. Virgil. de invent. 
4. ca ® Tihhbi, p. 143. So David de Pomis Lexic. fol. $3. 4. e Hits 1g, §.2. 
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Edomites; and fo read the Septuagint and Vulgate 
Latin verfions ; and Kimchi obferves that it is writ- 
ten dramim, Syrians, becaufe the king of Syria took 
it, and by his means the Edomites returned to it, but 
is read Edomim, Edomites, becaufe it belonged to 
the children of Edom, and it is certain the Edomites 
had come and {mitten Fudah, 2 Chron. xxviii. 17. 

¥. 7. So Abax fent meffengers to Tiglath-pilefer 
king of Affyria, &cc.} Of whom fee ch. xiv. 29. 
faying, I am thy fervant, and thy fon; fignifying, 
that he would be his vaffal, and become tributary 
to him, and ferve him as a fervant his mafter, or a 
fon his father, on condition he would come to his 
affiftance, and fo he became his fervant; hence his 
fon Hezekiah is faid to rebel againft the king of 
Affyria, ch. xviii. 7. come up and fave me out of the 
band of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of 
the king of Ifrael, which rife up againft me, which 
affiftance he had no reafon to call in, fince the Lord 
had promifed him deliverance from both thofe 
kings, and gave him a fign of it, J/ vii. 4—16. 

yv. 8. And Abaz took the filver and gold that was 
found in the houfe of the Lord, &c.\ Which Uz- 
ziab and Fotham had put there; for all that was 
found there in the times of Amaziab was taken 
away by Feboafh king of J/rael, ch. xiv. 14. and 
in the treafures of the king’s boufe ; whatever gold 
and filyer he had of his own: and fent it for a pre- 
fent to the king of Afpria; to obtain his help and 
affiftance. ; 

y. 9. And the king of Affyria bearkened unto him, 
&c.} Complied with his requeft : for the king of 
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dwelt there unto this day, the marginal reading, is | form and matter of the altar of God, with every thing 


appertaining to it, which he, being high-pri 
could not be ignorant of, Exod. xxvii. 1. &c. but he 
was a time-ferver, and fought to curry favour 
with his prince: /o Urijab the prie/t made it againfe 
king. Abaz came from Damajcus ; both king and. 
prieft were in hafte to have this altar made. Abaz 
could not {tay till he came home, but fent direc- 
tions about it from Dama/cusy and the prieft was, 
fo expeditious in obferving his commands, that he 
got it done before he came thence to Jerufa-, 
lem. 

¥.12. And when the king was come from Damaf- 
cus, the king faw the altar, &e.| Looked at ‘it, 
and liked it, being exactly according to the pat- 
tern he had fent: and the king approached the al- 
tar, and offered thereon, either by a prieft, or it 
may be in his own perfon, having no regard ta 
the laws and appointments of God, and efpecially 
as his facrifices were not offered to him, but to: 
the gods of Damafcus and Syria, 2Chron. xxviii. 


23. 

*. 23. And he burnt bis burnt-offering, and bis 
ineat-offering, 8cc.|_ Which went together accord- 
ing to the law of God, and was imitated by the 
heathens : and poured bis drink-offering ; 4 libation 
of wine, as probably it was, like what they ufed 
according to the Levitical law: the fprinkling of 
the blood of his peace-offerings upon the altar; as 
ufed according to the fame law; for all forts of 
facrifices were offered by idolaters, as by the people 
of God, in imitation of them. 

y.14. And be brought alfo the brazen altar which 


Afyria went up againft Damafeus, and took it; the|was before the Lord, &c.] That which Solomon 
metropolis of the kingdom of Syria, and fo made}made, 2 Chron. iv. 1. which ftood in the court by 
a powerful diverfion in favour of the king of udch : | the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before 


and carried the people of it captive to Kir ; not Cy-|the Lord, Lev. i. 5. from the fore front of ibe boufe, . 


rene, as the Vulgate Latin verfion, a country belong- | the frontifpiece of the temple, which was at the eaft- 
ing to Zgypt, which the king of Af/yria had no power jern gate ot it : from between the altar and the boufe of 
over; buta place in upper Media, as Fofepbus ® re- | the Lord; tor it feems Urijah had placed the new altar 
tates, which belonged to the Afyrian king ; fee Jf | behind the old one, more out of fight; the brazen 
xxii. 6. compared with xxi. 2. of this captivity Amos| altar ftanding between that and the eaftern gate, 
~ had prophefied fome time before, Amos i. 5. and\or entrance into the temple; wherefore he removed 


flew Rezin ; the king of Syria, which alfo was fore-| the brazen altar, and put his new one in the room 


told in the fame prophecy. 

y.10. And king Abaz went to Damafcus to meet 
Tiglath-pilefer king of Affyria, &c.] When he heard 
he was come thither, and had taken it, to con- 
gratulate him on the victory, and to give him 
thanks for his affiftance ; which place from Feru/a- 


of it: and put it; that is, the brazen altar of So- 
\lomon, on the north-fide of the altar, of the new 
altar, at the right-hand as they went into the tem- 
ple; where it was as in a corner, in greater obfcu~ 
rity, and the new altar more in view as they came 
into the temple. 


lem was 160 miles, according to Bunting’: and| y.15. And king Abaz commanded Urijah the prieft, 
faw an altar that was at Damafeus; where, in all} feying, &c.] Who was not to be commanded by 


probability, he attended at the facrifice on it along 
with the king of Affria: and king Abaz fent te 


Urijah the prieft the fajbion of the altar, and the\great altar; meaning the new one, which either 


pattern of it, according to all the workmanjbip there- 
of ; not only the fize and form of it, but all the 
decorations and figures on it, with which it was 
wrought. This Uriab was very probably the high- 
prieft, for it can fcarcely be thought that Abad 
would write to any other, or that any other prieft 
would or could have complied with his requelt; 
and he feems to be the fame J/aiah took to be a wit- 
nefs in a certain affair, though he now degenerated 
from the charaéter he gives of him, J/. viii. 2. 

y¥. 11. And Urijah the prief built an altar accora- 
ing to all that king Abaz had fent from Damajfcus, 
&c.] Exactly according to the fize, form, figure, 
and carved work of it, though exprefsly contrary 
to the command of God; which fixed both the 


® Antiqu. 1.9. ¢.12, §. 3, 


% 


the king in matters of worfhip, but to attend ta 
the laws and inftitutions of God : f/aying, upon the 


was of a larger fize than the altar of God, or was: 
creater in the efteem of dbaz: burn the morni 
burnt-offering, and the evening meat-offering; the 


daily facrifice, morning and evening ; aad the king’s ' 


burnt-facrifice, and his meat-offering, with the burnt- 
offering of all the people of the land, and their meat- 
offering, and their drink-offerings ; {uch as were of- 
fered up at any time on the account of the rulers, 
of the land in particular, or of the whole congre- 
gation of Jrael, fee Lev. iv. and {prinkle . 
all the blood of the burnt-offering, and all the. 


/ 


of the facrifice ; as it ufed to be a 
; a 


altar of the Lord: and the brazen altar 
me to enguire by ; to fearch, enquire and ¢ 
what was to be done with it; for altars were never 


I enquired 
© Travelsy &c. p.285. 
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enquired by as oracles; the meaning is, that it] the priefts to be in, that went out that day, to, 
was never to be made ufe of but by him, and{give way to the courfe that entered, which yah Gid 
when he pleafed. ». |not depart from the temple till evening 5 or rather. 
¥.16. Thus did Urijah the prief, according to all\for the king himfelf to fit under, whilft attend - 
that king Abaz commanded.} Not only concerning]ing the temple-fervice of that day, and might be 
the ftructure of the altar, but the facrifices to be|the cover of the fcaffold, 2 Chron. vi, “13. and 
offered on it ; like king, like prieft, both apoftates}be very rich cloth of golds; and’ therefore he. 
and idolaters. <a took it-away for the king of Afpria, orto fignify 
¥. 17. And king Abaz cut off the borders of the\that he fhould not frequent the place any more : 
bafes, and removed the laver from off them, &c.]\and hence it follows, and the king’s entry without, 
In the temple there were ten lavers tor the priefts|¢urned he from the boufe of the Lord; the way which. 
to wafh in, which are here meant, the fingular be-|led from the king’s palace to it, he turned it a. 
ing put for the plural; and thefe had bafes of|round-about way, that it might not be difcerned 
brafs, on which they were fet; and about thefe|there was a way from the one to the other: and 
bafes were borders, which had on them figures. of|this he did for the king of Afpria , to gratify him, 
various creatures, lions, oxen and cherubim; and|/that he might from hence conclude, that he had 
thefe Abaz cut off, either to deface them, in ‘con-) wholly relinquifhed the worfhip of God in the tem- 
tempt of them, or to convert the brafs to other|ple, and fhould cleave to the gods of Dama/cus and 
ufes, as he might alfo the bafes themfelves, fince| Syria; or for fear of him, that he might not fee the 
he removed the lavers from off of them, fee 1 Kings|way into the temple, and take away the veflels; or 
Vii. 27—30. and took down the fea from off the\find him, fhould he be obliged to hide himfelf 
brazen oxen that were under it, the molten fea So-|there, when in danger by. him. 
lemon made, which he fet upon’ 12 oxen made of}. ¥. 19. Now the reft of the adfs of Abaz which be 
brafs; this 44ez took down from thence, either| did, are they not written in the book of the Chroni- 
to abate its magnificence, and render it defpicable, | cles of the kings of Fudak?| Some others are writ- 
er for the fake of. the.brafs, of which the oxen|ten in the canonical book of Chronicles, 2 Chron. 
were made, fee 1 Kings vii. 23— 26: and put it)xxviii. and were, it is highly probable, in the an- 
upon a pavement of fiones;,not upon the floor of|nals of the kings of ‘udeh, now lott. | 
the temple, for-that°was of wood, fir or cedar,| y. 20. And Abax flept with his fathers, and was 
but on rows of ftones, placed inftead of bafes for|buried with bis fathers in the city of David, &c.}: 
it to ftand upon. But not in the fepulchres of the kings of I/rael, 
y¥. 18. And the covert for the fabbath that they\as David.and Solomon,’ he being fuch a wicked 
had built in the boufe, &c.J. Ufed on the fabbath- | prince, 2 Chron. xxviii. 27. and Hezekiah his fon 
day, either for the people to fit uncer to hear the| reigned in his ftead, of whom much is faid in the 
law explained by the priefts; or for the courfe of! following part of this hiltory. 


Clo AP. ONT. ; 
6 aed chapter relates the captivity of the ten|reign before the 12th of 4baxs and the feafe be, 
tribes’ of J/rael, and how it came about, y.|thatin the 12th of 4baz he had reigned nine years 5 
1—6. the caufe of it, ‘their idolatry, which they|but it is faid he degan to reign then. 
perfifted in, notwithftanding: the remonftrances|, y. 2. And he did that which was evil in the fight of 
made againit it, ¥.7-— 23. in whofe ftead were|the Lord, but not as the kings of Ifrael that were before 
placed people: from different parts, who exercifed | 4im.] He did not worfhip Baal, as fome of them 
a mixt religion, partly heathenifh, and partly J/|had done; and he could not worthip the calves, 
taclitifh, W224. ~ . as all of them had, for they were carried away by 
: » |the Afprians in the former captivities, as the Jews * 
> ¥.1. In the 12th year of Abaz king ef Fudab,\fay ; and who alfo obferve‘, that he removed the 
began Hofhea the fon of Elab to reign in Samaria|garrifons fet on the borders of the land to watch 
over Ifrael nine years.| In this account there is|the J/raelites, that they might not go up to Feru- 
fome difficulty, fince it was in the 20th of Fotham,\falem and this being done on the 15th of 4, that 


that is, the fourth of 4baz, that* Hofhea confpired 
againft Pekab king of IJ/rael, and flew him, when 
it might be reafonably thought he began his reign : 
now either there was an interregnum until the 12th 
of Abaz, or Hofbea however was not generally re- 
ceived and acknowledged as king tll then, as 


day was afterwards obferved as a feftiyal on that 
account; and they further remark", that the cap- 
tivity of the ten tribes was in the reign of this 
king, who was better than the reft, to thew that it 
was not barely the fins of the kings.on whom the 
Ifraelites would caft the blame,. that they were car- 


others think; he being a tributary to the king of|ried captives, but their own, according to Hof. 


Affria, anda kind of vice-roy, is not faid to reign 
until he rebelled againft him ; after which he reign- 
ed nine years, four in the times of baz, and five 
in the reign of Hezekiah, ch. xviii. g, 10. in this 
way the author of the Yew chronology goes", in 
which he is followed by other Fewi/S writers ; and 
this bids as fair as any to remove the difficulty, 
unlefs thefe nine years refer to the time of his 


~ , +) 


* t Seder Olam Rabba, c. 22. * Ibid. 


Olam Rabba, ut fupra, 
Vou. Il. N°*. XXV. 


s 


w Antig. 1.9. c 14. §. 2. 


paege ee 
¥. 3. Againft bim came up Shalmanefer king of 
Afpria, 8c.) Which: fome take to be the fame 
with Tiglath-pilefer, fee 1 Chron. v.26. but he ra- 
ther feems to be his fon ; his name was to be 
found, as Yofephus™ relates, in the archives of the 
Tyrians, againft whom he had. an expedition; his . 
name is Salmanaffar in Metafihenes*, who fays he 
~* ” reigned 
t 'T. Bab. Gittin, fol. $8.° Kimchi in loc. % Seder 
* De Judicio temp. fol. 221. 2. 
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“ 


Rie 
reigned 17 years : 
and gave him prefents ; to depart from him; he be- 
came tributary to him, and agreed to pay him a 
yearly tax. . 4 

y. 4. And the king of Affyria found confpiracy in 
Hofbea, &c.} That he was forming a fcheme to 
rebel againft. him, and caft off his yoke ; of this 
he had intelligence by fpies he fent, and placed to 
obferve him very probably : for be bad sent meffen- 
gers to So king of Egypt, to treat with him, 
and enter into alliance with him, to help him 
againft, and free him from, the king of Afpria. 
This king of Egypt is fuppofed to be Sadacon the 


Ethiopian, who reigned in Egypt ninety years; of 


whom Heredotus ’ and Diodorus Siculus* make men- 
tion; by Zheodoret he is called Adramelech the Etbio- 
pian, who dwelt in Egypt: and brought: no prefents 
to the king of Affyria, as he had done year by year; 
did not pay him his yearly tribute: therefore the 
king of Affyria fout kim up, and bound him in pri- 


fon; that is, after he took Samaria, the fiege of 


which is next related; unlefs it can be thought 
that he met with him fome where out of the capi- 
tal, and feized him, and made him his prifoner, 


and after that befieged his city; which is not fo 


likely. 
¥. 5. Then the king of Affyria came up throughout 


all the land, &c.|) Of Jfrael, there being’ none to 


oppofe his march ; Ho/bea not daring to come out, 
and meet him and fight him: and went up to Sa- 


maria, and befieged it three years, fo long the city 


held out againft him, fee ch. xviii. 9, 10. 
¥. 6. In the ninth year of Hofbea, the king of Af- 


Syria took Samaria, &c.] Which was the laft year 
of his reign, and to be reckoned either from the 


time of his reigning in full power and authority, 
or from his firft cafting off the Afyrian yoke ; fee 
the note on ¥. 1. and carried I/rael away. into Affy- 
ria; not only the inhabitants of Samaria, but all 


the ten tribes inhabiting the feveral parts of the 
and 


placed them in Halah, and in Habor, by the river 


kingdom, for which Yofephus is exprefs*: 


of Gozan; fome of them he placed here, which 
were in Afyria. Halah is the Calachena of Ptolemy 


at the north of Afyria, and Habor is the mount 


Chobaras of the fame; from which mountain as 
you go to the Ca/pian fea, about midway, is the 
city Gauzania, the fame with Gozan, which might 
give name to this river’. The Jews fay‘, this 
is the river Sambation, which runs fo. fwiftly, 
that there is no paffling except on the fabbath-day, 


and which then the Yews cannot pafs becaufe of 


the prophanation of the fabbath; and is the'rea- 
fon they give, why the ro tribes are there detain- 
_ eds and Manaffeh ben Ifrael* fancies Habor to be 
Tabor, a province in Tartary, where fome Fews 
are: and in the cities of the Medes, others of them 
he placed there, under his jurifdiction, the fame 
with Hera, 1 Chron. v. 26. which with the Greeks 
is called Aria; and Herodotus fays*, thele Medes 
formerly were called by all Ariz. It appears from 
hence, that the kingdom of Media was now fub- 
ject to the king of Afpria: fome‘ take Halach to 
be Colchi, and Habor to be Iberia, and Hara to be 
Armenia, and Gauzani to be Media, which all 
bounded the north of Afpria. 

¥. 7. For fo it was, that the children of Ijrael had 


¥ Euterpe, five, 1. 2. ¢. 137. 
Withum de to trib. Ifrael. c. 4. §. z. 
§. 17. p. §§. © Polymnia, five, 1.7. c. 60. 
de fita Orbis, 1. 1. ¢. 2. p. 13. 
tanus, Vatablas, Grotius; palliaverunt, Pifcator. 

P- 34. . 


* Bibliothec. 1.1. p 59. 
© Rambam apud Eliam in 4 Spes Ifraelis, 
So Paufanias Corinthiac. five, 1.2, p.g1. Vid. Voffium in Meany 
f See Brerewood’s Enquiries, p. 104, ® \NHry occultaverunt, ; 
* Agreement of cuftoms between the Eak-Indians and Jews, art. 5. _ 
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and Hofbea became bis fervant, I finned againft the Lord their God, &c.| By com- | 


in the following difcourfe, as the caufe of a 
ing carried captive: which bad brought them up 
of the land of Egypt, from under the band f Pha. 
rach king of Egypt ; which is obferved to fhew their 
ingratitude, and to aggravate their fin of idola- 
try: and had feared other gods; which could do 
them neither good nor hurt, wherefore it muft be 
great ftupidity to fear them. 23 Ae 
¥. 8. And walked in the ftatutes of the heathen, 
whom the Lord caft out from before the children of 
Tfrael, &c.] Meaning the Canaanites, in whofe 
idolatrous ways they walked, and whom they imi- 
tated ; though their ejection out of the land fhould 
have been a warning to them, and they were the. 
more. inexcufable, as they were particularly cau- 
tioned againft walking in them, Lev. xviii. 3. and 


mitting idolatry, which is the fin enlarged pee 


of the kings of Lfrael, which they had made; their 


laws and ftatutes, to worfhip the golden calves, and 
not go up to Jerufalem to worhhip. 
¥.9. nd the children of Ifrael 
things that were not right ogainft the Lord their God, 
&c. | As being partly confcious to themfelves 
that they were not right, and afhamed to commit 
them openly ; and partly, as foolifhly imagining 
that being done privately, they were not feen and 
obferved of God, having imbibed fome. atheiftical 
notions of him, that he was not omnifcient, or. 
faw not, and had forfaken the earth; or they co- 
vered * thefe actions of theirs under feigned and 


plaufible pretences, that what they did they were - 


obliged to by their kings, and with political views, 
and that they worfhipped the true God in the 
calves; but thefe were coverings too thin not to 
be feen through: and they built them high places 
in all their cities, from the tower of the watchmen, . 
to the fenced city ; not content with thofe built in 
former times, they built new ones ; and thefe not 
in their metropolis only, but in all the cities of 
the kingdom ; and not in large cities only, but in 
every town and village, between one fortified city 
and another ; even wherever there was a watch- 
tower erected, either for fhepherds to watch their 
flocks, or for keepers of gardens, orchards and 


did fecretly thofe 


vineyards to watch the fruits of them, that they — 


were not taken away. min. 

y¥.10. And they fet them up images and groves in 
every high hill, and under every green tree.) That 
is, ftatues and idols; for groves of trees could not 
be fet under, green trees; but they placed idols of 
{tone, and of wood, as the latter were, in fuch 


places as heathens were wont to do; fee Fer.iii, 


6. and the note on 1 Kings xiv. 23. fo the Indians 
to this day have idols difperfed here and there in 
the fields, placed in little groves, or at the’ foot of 
fome hill that cafts a fhadow °*. . 
y. 11. And there they burnt incenfe in all the high 
places, &c.], As even the tribe of Fudab did, 
which is obferved in all the preceding reigns : as did 


the heathen whom the Lord carried away before them: — 
the Canaanites, and therefore they might juftly ex- 
pect to be carried captive alfo: and wrought wicked ’ 
things to provoke the Lord to anger; by their feve- 
ral immoralities, but efpecially their idolatries, 


y. 12. For they ferved idols, &c.| Baalim, 
the Targum; dunghil gods, as the word fignifies, 
‘. olteh afpucag 


@ Antiq. 1.9. . 10. §. 1. J Vid. 


Tifhbi, p. 134. 
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5 they are often called in fcripture ; and Sverculius 
was one of the names of Saturn, an heathen deity, 
which he had, as is fuppofed, by his finding out 
the method of making land fruitful with dung !: 
whereof the Lord faid unto them, Ye foal not do this 
thing ; fee Exod. xx. 32 45 5+ 23. 

Wi 13. Yet the Lord teftified againft Tfrael, and 
againft Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the 
fers, &c.]  Againft their fins, reproving them 
for them, dehorting them from them, exhorting 
them to repent and leave them ; as in all preceding 
reigns, by Abijah the Shilonite, by Elijab and Eli- 
jhe, by Hofea, Amos, and Micah, and others: 
faying, Turn ye from your evil ways ; repent of them, 
and reform from them, the worthip of the calves 
particularly : and keep my commandments, and my 
fratutes, according to all the law which I commanded 
| your fathers; which was given them and enjoined 
them at mount Sinai: and which I fent to you by my 
fervanis the prophets; by whom he put them in 
mind of them, explained them, and urged obe- 
dience to them. dah 

¥. 14. Notwithfanding, they would not bear, 
&c.] Their inftruétions, advice, and admoni- 
tions, and obey them: but hardened their necks, 
like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe 
in the Lord their God; as Terab and Nabhor, who 
were idolaters; or rather, their fathers in the wil- 
dernefs, that made and ferved the golden calf, and 
thofe that rebelled againft Mofes and Aaron; itis a 
metaphor taken from oxen, that will not fubmit 
their necks to the yoke, but draw back from it, or 
caft it off, fee 4s vii. 51. 

¥. 15. And they rejetied his ftatutes, and bis co- 
venant that be made with their fathers, &c.) At 
Sinai and Horeb, fee Exod. xxiv. 8. Deut. xxix. 1. 
and his tefimonies which he teftified againft them; 
calling heaven and earth to witnefs what he would 
do to them, if they broke his laws, Deut. iv. 26. 
and xxx. 19, and xxxii. 1. and which were fo many 
teflifications of his mind and will what they fhould 
do, or otherwife what fhould be done to them; Ben 
Gerfom alfo interprets this of the feafts of the pafio- 
ver and tabernacles, which were witnefles of J/rael’s 
coming out of Egypt, and of the fanCtification and 
redemption of the firft-born, a teftimony of the 
flaying the firft-born in Egypt: and they followed 
vanity ; idols, which are vain things for help, can 
neither hear, fee, fpeak, &c. and became vain; as 
fottifh and ftupid as the idols they worfhipped ; 
which is the ufual fruit and effect of idolatry, fee 
Rom. i, 21—28. and went after the heathen that 
were round about thems imitated them in their ido- 
Jatrous practices, as the Moabites, Ammonites, Edo- 
mites, &c. concerning whom the Lord had charged 
them, that they foould not do like them; of this 
charge fee Deut. vi. 13, 14. 

¥. 16. And they left all the commandments of the 
Lord their Ged, &c.} Which their idolatry led 
them to ; and indeed he that offends in one point 
is guilty of them all, Yames ii. 10. and made them 
molten images, even two calves; which they fet up 
at Dan and Bethel, in the times of their firft king 
Feroboam, 1 Kings xiii. 28. 29. and made a grove; 
as Abab, another of their kings did, 1 Kings xvi. 
33. and worfbipped all the boft of heaven; not the 
angels, fometimes fo called, but befides the fun 
and moon, Saturn, Fupiter, Mars, Mercury, Ve- 
nus: and ferved Baal; which was fervice to the 
fun, as Abardine! interprets it; this was the god of 
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the Zidonians Abab worthipped, having married a 
princefs of that people, 1 Kéngs-xvi. 31, 32. 

¥. 17. And they caufed their fons and their daugh- 
fers to pafs through the fire, &c.] To Baal or 
Moloch, which were the fame, and reprefented the 
fun, which, as the above writer obferves, prefides 
in the element of fire; this was done either by way 
of luftration, or fo as to be burnt, fee ch. xvi. 3. 
and ufed divination and inchantments; to get know- 
I:dge of what was to be done at prelent, or of 
things to come, neglecting the word of God and 
his prophets, and acting againft the exprefs law of 
God, ett. xviii. 10, 11, 12. and fold themfelves 
to do evil in the fight of the Lord, to provoke him to 
anger ; as Abab their king did, fee 1 Kings xxi. 20. 
25. they were as much the fervants of fin, as if 
they had fold themfeves to be flaves to it. 

¥.18. Therefore the Lord was very angry with 
[rael, &c.] Nothing being more provoking to 
him than idolatry: and removed them out of bis 
Yight; not out of the reach of his all-feeing eye, 
but from all tokens of his favour, from the good 
land he had given them, and all the benefits and 
privileges of it: there was none left. but the tribe of 
Judah only, and part of Benjamin, which was an- 
nexed to it, and incorporated in it, and made one 
kingdom, and maintained the fame worfhip; and 
there was the lot of Simeon, which was within the 
tribe of Fudab; and the priefts and the Levites, and 
various individuals of the feveral tribes, that. came 
and fettled among them for the fake of worthip ; 
but no perfect, diftinét tribe befides. 

¥.19. Al/o Fudab kept not the commandments of 
the Lord their God, &c,j But. were infeéted with 
the idolatry of the ten tribes, and drawn into it 
by their example, and perfifted therein, notwith- 
ftanding what befel the ten tribes ; which are ag- 
gravations of the fins of them both, fee fer. iit. 
7—10. but walked in the ftatutes of Ifrael which 
they made; worfhipping the calves as they did, 
particularly in the times of Abaz, he fetting the 
example, fee ch. xvi. 3. 

¥. 20.. And the Lord rejeéted all the feed of Ifrael, 
&c.] The tentribes, with loathing and contempt, 
and wrote a /o-ammi on them, rejected them from 
being his people, gave them a bill of divorce, and 
declared them no more under his care and patro- 
nage: and afflifted them, as he did before he utter- 
ly caft them off, as by famine, drought, and pe- 
ftilence, Amos iv. 6—11. and delivered them into tbe 
hands of fpoilers as firft, into the hands of Hazael 
and Benbadad, kings of Syria, and then of Tig- 
lath-pilefer king of Affyria, ch. xiii. 3. 22. and xv. 
24. until he kad caft them out of bis fight, by fuf- 
fering them, as now, to be carried captive by Sa/- 
manefer, ¥. 6. 

¥. 21. Fer be rent Ifrael from the houfe of David, 
&c.] Inthe times of Rehoboam the fon of Solo- 


mon, when ten tribes revolted from him, fignified. 


by the rending of a garment in twelve pieces, ten of 
which were given to ‘Fereboam; and itis here afcribed 
to the Lord, being according to his purpofe and 
decree, and which was brought about by his pro- 
vidence, agreeable to a prophecy of his, fee 1 Kings 
xi. 30, 31. and they made Feroboam the fon of Ne- 
bat king; of themfelves, without confulting the 
Lord and his prophets ; and: which was refented by 
him, though it was his will, and he had foretold 
it, that Yeroboam fhould be king, fee Ho/: viii. 4. 
and Feroboam drave Ifrael from deian « 

Oras 


$ Vid. Macrob. I.1. ¢.7. Laétant, de falf. relig--4te1. ¢. 20, 
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in the cities of Samaria, ‘Rhow not ie none \ 
God of the land, taking Jehovah the God of J 
to be a topical deity, limited peculiarly to the land 
of Irael, whereas he was the, God of the who 


Lord, forbidding them to go up to Ferufalem to 
worfhip ; the Targum is, “ made them to err :” 
and made them fin a great fin, obliging them to 
worthip the calves he fet.up. aigd 
yea. For the children of Tfrael walked in all the 
fas of Feroboam which be did, &c.| ‘They obferved 
his injunétion, not to’ go to Yerufalem to wor- 
fhip, and they worfhipped the calves he did: they 
departed not from them in all fucceeding reigns, 
until the time of their captivity. , 
yr. 23. Until the Lord removed Iracl out of bis 
fight, &c.] Suffered them to be carried captive 
into the land of Afyria: as be bad faid ly ail bis 
fervants the propbets; by Hofea, Amos, Micah, 
and others; fee their prophecies, and alfo 1 Kings 
Rill. g2. and xiv.-15, 16. fo was Trael carried 
away out of their own land to Afyria, unto this day, 
the time of the writing this book ; nor have they 
returned unto our days, near 2500 years ago. 

y. 24. And the king of Affyria brought men from 
Babylon, &c.] Which was at this time under the 
dominion of the king.of Afyria ; though in a little: 
time after this it revolted, and had a king of its 
own, ‘ch. xx. 12. this king of Afjrie was either 
Salmanefer, who carried J/rael captive, orit may be 
rather his fon Efar-haddon, fee Ezr.:iv. 2. and 
from Cuthab , which, ‘according to Fofepbus *, was 
a city in Perfia, where was a river of the fame 
name; but it was rather a place in Zracb, in the 
country of Badylon, fee the note on Gea, x. 6. and 
from Ava; the fame with Ivab, If, xxxili. 13. 
where perhaps a colony of the Avim had fettled, Deut. 
ii. 23. and from Hamath; a city of Syria, which 
Jay on the northern borders of the land of Canaan, 
Numb, xxxiv. 8. and from Sepbarvaim; thought 
by fome to be the Sippara of Ptolemy, or the Sippa- 
veni of Abyderus, in Mefopotamia, though Vitringa 
takes it to be a city in Syro-Phenicia, fee the note 
on If. xxxvi. 19. and placed them in the cities of 
Samaria, inftead of the children of Ifrael, not in 
Samaria, which was now deftroyed, according to 
the prophecy in Mic. i. .6..as Abarbinel and other 
Sfewifh writers note ; and they poffeffed Samaria; as 
an inheritance ; fowed it with corn, and planted 
vineyards there: end dwelt in the cities thereof, in 
the feveral parts of the kingdom. 2. 

¥. 25. And fo it was at the beginning of their 
dwelling ibere, that they feared not. the Lord, &c.] 
Did not ferve him in any manner, but their idols 
‘only, which they brought with them; whereas, it 
was ufual with heathens to ferve the gods of the 
country, as they reputed them, where they came, 
along with their own ; but even this thofe men did 
not do: therefore the Lord fent lions among them, 
even ‘into their cities, into which lions fometimes 
came’, efpecially when old, out of the thickets of 
Fordan. and other places where they haunted, fee 
Fer. xix. 19. which flew fome of them, this the 
Lord did to. affert his fovereignty, authority, and 
mighty power, and to let them know, that he|their own hands, even the nations, or thofe 
‘could as eafily clear the land of them, as they, by|the nations, mentioned y¥. 24. thefe, on 
his permiffion, had cleared the land of the J/raelites. |ftanding the inftructions they had about th 
‘Fofephus™ calls this a plague that was fent among|fhip of the God of J/rae/, retained and { 
them. own deities: aud put them in the boufes o 

y¥. 26. Wherefore they [pake to the king of Affyria, \places which the Samaritans bad made 
&c.] In letters, or by mefléngers they fent unto|im their cities wherein they dwelt; ast 
him: faying, The nations which thou haft removed;\had built high places every where 
from different places before-mentioned: and placed'and put images in them, ¥. 9, 105 144 
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them ; they perceived it was not a common cale 
nor could they impute it to any fecond caufe, - 
want of food with the lions, ec, but the hand of 
a fuperior being was in it: and they could think of » 
no other reafon, but decau/e they know not the man= 
ner of the God of the land, how, he was to be wor- 
fhipped ; and becaufe they did not worfhip him, 
and knew not how to do it, it was refented in thi: 
manner by him. nett ‘at (ead 


y soi rae, 
y.27. Then the king of Aria commanded, Saying, 
&c.] Gave the following orders and directions ; 
Carry thither one of the priefts whom ye brought ‘rom 
thence, for they carried away all the people of 
every clafs, civil and religious : and let bin go and 
dwell there, and let him teach them the manner. f 
the God of the lend’; it is in the plural number, let 
them go, &c.° there might be more /priefts than’ 
oné ordered, or. however, others, to attend 
affift him in his work; the Fews lay ®, two were 
fent to circumcife them, and teach them the bor 
of the law; and they‘ give their names, Doftbai, 
Ot Dofitheus, and Zachariah, and Fofepbus * fays, 
the people defired that priefts might be fent to 
them of the captives. ROE es 
y.28. Then one of the priefts whom they bad car- 
ried away from Samaria, came and dwelt in Bethel, 
&c.]_ According to an Aradic writer‘, his name 
was Uzziah ; but Epipbanius * fays his name was 
Efdras ; but he wrongly makes him to be fent by 
Nebuchadnezzar, 30 years after the captivity ‘of 
the Fews in Babylon: this priefe was, doubtlefs, 
one of the priefts of the calves; for there were 
none elfe in the kingdom of J/rae/ carried captive, 
and as feems alfo by his chufing to dwell in Bethel, 
where probably he formerly dwelt, and officiated 
in the fervice of the calf there, and by teaching to 
make priefts of the loweft order of the people, as 
Feroboam’s priefts were, ¥. 32. and taught them how 
they fhould fear the Lord; ferve and worfhip him; 
he might-not teach them the worthip of the calves, 
that’ being a political bufinefs, and now no end to 
be anfwered by it; and befides, they were now’ 
carried out of the land, This. prieft taught, no 
doubt, according to the law of Mojes, but wasnot 
the author of the Pentateuch ; which ridiculous con- a 
ceit of Le Clerc is fufficiently expofed by Witfius* 
yw. 29. Howbeit, every nation made gods if their 
own, &c.} Served and worfhipped thofe the 
brought with them, and which were the work « 
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Ch. xvi. %. 30—39. ID KT 
thens. placed their gods there in the room of them, 
which were as follow. ee 

¥. 30. And the men of Babylon made Succoth- 
Vik s &c.] That is, thofe that came from Ba- 
pylon made and ferved an idolof this name, which, 
according to the Fewi/b writers ", were the figures 
of an hen and chickens; but others fuppofe them 
to be the Pleiades, or feven ftars, the ftars being had 
in great veneration by the Babylonians; though 
others rather think thofe Succoth-benoth, tabernacles, 
or booths of the daughters, as the words may be 
rendered, have refpect to the apartments in the 
temple of Venus, or Mylitta with the Babylonians 
and Affjrians, in which women, once in their lives, 
proftituted themfelves to whomfoever afked them, 

“in ipo of Venus; of which filthy practice of theirs 
Herodotus“ makes mention ; and Valerius Maximus 
{peaks * of a temple of Sicca Venus, which is near 
in found to this, where the like impurities were 
committed: and the men of Cuth made Nergal, 
which, according to the Yews, was in the likenefs 
of acock ; but others, becaufe the firft part of the 
word fignifies a Jamp, fuppofe fire is meant, wor- 
fhipped by the Perfians, trom whom it is thought 
thefe men came; but rather the word: fignifies, as 
Hillerus * obferves, the fountain of light, and de- 
notes the fun, worfhipped by the Badylonjans, Cuth 
being a province of theirs ; from hence one of the 
princes of Babylon had part of his name, Fer. xxxix. 
3. and the men of Hamath made Afhima; which, 
the Fews fay, was in the form of a goat, without 
any wool on it, or an ape’; but according to Hil- 
lerus*, with the Arabs, Afbima is the name of a 
lion, a fymbol of the fun, under which form it 
might be worfhipped; unlefs A/bima is the fame 
with Shamaim, the heavens, worfhipped by the 
heathens ; we read of the A-hemath of Samaria, by 
which they fwore, Amos viii. 14. though that was 
before thefe men came thither. 

y¥. 31. And the Avites made Nibbaz and Tartak, 
&c.] The former of which is reprefented by the 
ews in the fhape of a dog, deriving the word 
from Nabach to bark, as if it was the fame with 
the Anubis Latrator of Virgil®, an Egyptian deity ; 
though that is faid * to have its name from VO¥8, 
which in the Egyptian language fignifies gold, the 
ftatues of it being made of gold; and the latter in 
the form of an afs, for what reafon I cannot fay ; 
but the firft word, according to Aillerus *, figni- 
fies, the remote one feeth, that is, the fun, which 
beholds all things; and Zartak is a chain, and 
may denote the fixed ftars, chained as it were in 
their places; or the Satellites of the planets, chain- 
ed totheir orbs : and the Sepharvites burnt their chil- 
dren in fire to Adrammelech and to Anammelech the gods 
of Sepharvaim , which were the fame with Moloch ; 
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pheafant *; the Septuagint verfion puts the article 
before them in the feminine gender, excepting the 
two laft, taking them for fhe-deities, or leaving 
thé word sixove, images, to be underftood. ts 

¥. 32. So they feared the Lord, &c.] Wor- 
fhipped the God of J/rael in the manner they were 
taught: and made unto themjelves of the loweft of 
them pricfts of the high places, which Jacrificed for 
them in the boufes of the high places; thefe were 
made after the manner of Yeroboam’s priefts, 1 Kings 
xl. 31. and were to facrifice to the God of J/rael in 
the high places, and temples built there; for other- 
wife they had, no doubt, priefts of their own to 
facrifice to their gods, and which they brought 
with them. , 

¥. 33. They feared the Lord, and fervéd their 
own gods, &c.]. Worfhipped both: after thé man- 
ner of ihe nations, whom they carried away from . 
thence, thé Ifraelites, whom they had carried captive 
from Samaria; they worfhipped the Lord in theif 
idols, as they did, who pretended to worfhip God 
in the calves ; fo they worfhipped the fupreme God 
in and by their idols; and made ufe of them as 
mediators with him. 

¥. 34. Unto this day they do after the former man- 
ners, &¢.] Which may be underitood either of 
the new colonies in Samaria, doing after the for- 
mer cuftoms in their own land, or after the 
cuftoms of the idolatrous J/raélites; or of the I- 
raelites in Captivity continuing in their idolatry, not 
being in the leaft reformed by their troubles ; or of 
fuch of them as were left in the land, who repented 
not of their idolatries, nor reformed from them: 
they fear not the Lord; did. not worfhip him, at 
leaft not ‘alone, and much lefs in a fpirittial man- 
ner, with reverence and godly fear: neither do they 
after their patutes, or after their ordinances, or after 
the law and commandment which the Lord commanded 
the children of Facob, whom he named Ifrael ; that 
is, they did not obferve the ftatutes and ordinances 
of the law given on mount Sinai refpecting religious 
worfhip, to act according to them. 

¥. 35. With whom the Lord had made a covenant, 
&c.] As he did at Sinaz, ¥. 15. and charged them, 
faying, Ye fhall not fear other gods, nor bow yourfelves 
to them, nor ferve them, nor facrifice to them; all 
which is contained in the firft and f€cond com- ~ 
mandments of the law. 

¥. 36. But the Lord, which brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt, with a great power, anda ftrétched 
out arm, &c.| Which is obferved, to fhew the 
obligations they lay under, in point of gratitude, 
to ferve the Lord: Aim fhall ye fear, and him hall 
ye worfbip, and to him Jfhall ye do facrifice ; and him 
only, and not other gods ; none but he being the 
object of religious fear and divine worfhip, and to 


which may be concluded, partly from the worfhip|whom facrifices fhould be offered. 


paid them, and partly from the fignification of 


¥. 37. And the ftatutes, and the ordinances, and 


their names; both end with Adéelech king, which|the law, and the commandment which he wrote for 
Moloch alfo fignifies ; the firft may be interpreted|you, &c.] On the two tables of ftone: ye frail 
the mighty king, and the latter the king that an-| ob/erve to do for evermore, thofe commands relating 
fwers in an oracular way ;. from the firft, one of the} to religious worfhip, efpecially the object of it, and 
fons of Seunacherib king of Affyria had his name,!to moral duties, being of eternal obligation; and 
If. xxxvii. 36. though the Fews, according to their}all other ftatutes and ordinances of a ceremonial 
fancy, reprefent the one in the likenefs of a mule,|kind he ordered to be written for them, being fuch 
and the other in the likenefs of a horfe; and fome]that they were to regard until the Meffiah came, 


make the one to be a peacock, and the other aland a new world began: and ye fball not fear other 
; pe: | £ods + 
« 'T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 63. 2. w Clio, five, 1. 1. c. 199. 2 Liz eu6. §:,15- ¥ Ono- 
mattic. Sacr. p. 601. 2 David de Pomis Lexic. fol, 17. 2. * Onomatt.Sacr. p. 609. ; > fneid. 
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gods; which is repeated, that it might be obferved, » ¥.. 41. So thefe nations feared. the. Lord, and 
as it alfo afterwards is. Jerved their graven images, &c.] Juft in like man- 
~ yt. 38. And the covenant that I have made witb you, |\ner as. the J/raelites had done, who ferved the I 
ye hall not forget, &c.| The law given at mount Si-Jand the calves, and worfhipped God and Baal 
nai; the firft table of which chiefly concerned the| oth their children, and their children’s childrens 
worfhip of the one true and living God, and forbid that is, the children and children’s children of the 
the worfhip of any other, as follows : meither fall ye| Samaritans : as did their fathers, fo do they unto this 
fear other gods ; or make them the object of worfhip.| day; to the writing of this book, which fome 
¥. 39. But the Lord your God ye foall fear, &c.)jascribe to Feremiah, to whofe times, and even ~ 
Or worfhip him, both internally and externally,/longer, they continued this mixed. and. mongrel 
according to his revealed will; for the fear of God|worfhip, for the {pace of goo years, to the times 
includes both internal and external worfhip: and|of Alexander the great, of whom Sandallat, gover- 
be foall deliver you out of the band of all your ene-|nor. of Samaria, got leave to build a temple, on 
mies; that is, provided they feared and ferved him} Gerizzim, for his fon-in-law Maenaffeh, of which 
as he required, and it became them to do, he became prieft; and the Samaritans were pre- 
y¥. 40. Howbeit,. they did not bearken, but did|vailed upon to relinquifh their idolatry, and to 
after their former manner.| They did not repent|worfhip only the.God of J/rae/; and yet it feems 
of their idolatries, but perfifted in them, and even|but ignorantly, and not without fuperftitiony to 
when they were in captivity in Afyria, or fuch of |the times of Chrift, : 


them as were left in the land. 


CHA 


gi phils chapter begins with the good reign of 
Hezekiah king of Fudab, the reformation he 
made in the kingdom, and the profperity that at- 
tended him when J/rael was carried captive, y. 
1—12. and gives an account of the fiege of Jeru- 
falem by the king of Affria, and of the diftrefs 
Hezekiah was in, and the hard meafures he was 
obliged to fubmit unto, ¥. 13——18. and of the re- 
viling and blafphemous fpeech of Rab-/hakeb, one 
of the generals of the king of Afpria, urging the 
Jews to a revolt from their king, ¥. 19—37. 


y.1. Now it came to pafs in the third year of 
Hofhea fon of Elab king of Ijrael, &c.) That is, 


Jobu iv. 22. — 7 
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3256. and before Chrift 748, as commonly re- 
ceived, though itis highly probable it was of a more 
early date ; according to Diomy/ius Halicarnaffenfis, 
it was founded in the firft year of the 7th Olympiad, 
in the times of Abaz, A.M. 3118* > and he reigned 
29 years in Ferufalem ; fo that he reigned 23 years 
or more after the captivity of the 10 tribes: bis 
mother’s name alfo was Abi the daughter of Zacha- . 
riab perhaps the daughter of the fame that was 
taken by J/aiah for a witnefs, J/ vill, 3. who very 
probably was a very good woman, and took care: 
to give her fon a religious education, though he 
had fo wicked a father, ey 
¥. 3. And he did that which was right in the 


in the third year of his rebelling againft the king of |/ight of the Lord, according to all that David his 
Affyria, when he fhook off his yoke, and refuted to| father did.) Some of the kings of Fudab that 


be tributary to him any longer, fee ch. xvii. 1. 
that Hezekiah the fon of Abaz king of Fudab began 
to reign; having finifhed the account of the king- 
dom of Jjrael, and the captivity of the people, the 
hiftorian returns to the kingdom of Fudab, and the 
things of it. 

yy. 2. Twenty and five-years old was he when be 
began to reign, &c.) ‘Now as Abaz his father be- 
gan to reign at 20, and reigned 16, he mutt die 
at 36; fo that this fon of his muft be born to 
chim when at 11 years of age, for only fo many 
years there be between 25 and 36, which may feem 
wonderful; but, as Grotius obferves, Hezekiah had 
now entered into the 24th year, and he might be 
juft turned of 24, and fo his father might be 12 
years of age at his birth; befides, as it is ufual 
for the divine hiftorian to take away or add the in- 
complete years of kings, 4baz might be near 21 
when he began to reign, and might reign almoft 17, 
which makes the age of 4bazto be about 38; and 
Hezekiah being but little more than 24, at his death 
there were 13 or near 14 years difference in their age, 
and which was an age that need not be thought 
incredible for begetting of children. Bochart' and 
others ®, have given many inftances of children 
begotten by perfons under that age, even at 10 
years of age”: four years after his birth, the fa- 
mous'city of Rome began to be founded', A. M.| 

f Ep. Carbonell. tom. 1. oper.-p. 920. & Vid. H 
Bab. Avodah Zarah, fol. 44. 1. 


hue. &. 1 Seé Dampier’s Voyage, vol. 3. p. 411. 


1 Uffer. Annal. p. 86, 8 


were better than fome others, are faid to do that 
which was right, but not like David; or they did 
as he did, but not according to al/ that he did, as 
is here faid of Hezekiap. “ : 

¥. 4. He removed the high places, &c.] Which 
the beft of the kings of Yudab never attempted, 
and which is obferved of them to their difcredit : and 
broke the images, and cut down the groves; the idols his 
father fet up and ferved, ch. xvi. 4. 2 Chron. xxviii. 
24. 26, groves and idols in them, were early in- 
ftances of idolatry ; fee Zudg, iii. 7. and the note 
there ; and their ufe for temples are ftill continued, 
not only among fome Indian nations’, but among 
fome chriftians in the northern parts of Europe™ > 
and brake in pieces the brazen ferpent that Mofes 
had made which he made in the wildernefs, and 
which was brought’ by the children of J/rael with 
them into the land of Canaan, and was kept as 2 
memorial of the miracle wrought by looking to it, 
being laid up in fome proper place where it had been 
preferved to this day: for unto thofe days the chil- 
dren of Ifrael did burn incenfe to it; not from the 
time it was brought into Canaan, nor even in later 
times, in the days of A/a and Febohapbat, who — 
would never have fuffered it; very ‘probably: 
this piece of idolatry began in the times of Abaz, 
who encouraged. every thing of that kind: for — 
this ferpent they had a great veneration, . being 
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made by Mo/és, and a medans.in his time of healing 
the J/raelites; and they imagined it- might be of 
fome fervice to them, in a way of mediation to 
God; and worthy of worfhip, having fome degree 
of divinity, as Kimchi and. Ben Gerjom; but La- 
niado™ excufes them from all fhew of idolatry, and 
fuppofes what they did was for the honour of God 
only ; hence fprung the herefy of the Opdites, accord- 
ing to Theodoret : and he called it Nebufbtan  perceiv- 
ing they were en{nared by it, and drawn into ido- 
Jatry to it, by way of contempt, he called it. by 
this name, which fignifies dra/s; fuggefting that it 
was only a mere piece of brats, had no divinity in 
it, and could be of no fervice to.them in. divine 
things; and that it might no longer be a ‘fnare to 
them, he broke it into pieces; and, as the Jews" 
fay, ground it to powder, and fcattered it to every 
wind, that there might be no remains of it. 

¥.5. He trujfied in the Lord God of Ifrael,- 8&cc:) 
To be his protector and defender, and’ had no de- 
pendence. on idols as an arm of flefh; the Targum 
is, he trufted in the Word of the Lord God ; not 
in Nebufotan, but in him the brazen ferpent was a} 
type of, even in the Word and Son of God, his 
alone faviour and redeemer : fo that after bim was 
none like bim among all the kings of fudab;, for tho’ 
Fofiah was like him in fome things, yet not in all: 
nor any that were before bim , from the times of the 
divifion of the kingdoms of J/rael and Fudab; and 
Ben Gerfom and Abarbinel think, that David, and 
Solomon are not to ke excepted ; David finning inthe 
cafe of Uriah, and Solomon falling into idolatry, 
crimes that Hezekiah was not guilty of. 

y. 6. For be clave to the Lord, &c.| To his 
worfhip and fervice; to the fear of the Lord, as 
the Targum: and departed not from following him ; 
from his worfhip, as the fame paraphrafe: but kept 
’ bis commandments, which the Lord commanded Mo- 
Jes; both moral, ceremonial and judicial. . 

_ ¥. 7. And the Lord was with him, &c.) The 

Word of the Lord was for his help, as the Zar- 
gum : and be profpered whitherfoever be went forth, 
that is, to war: and he rebelled againft the king of 
Affyria ; which is explained in the next claufe: and 
ferved him not; he refufed to be his fervant,.as_ his 
father dbaz had been, ch. xvi. 7. to which he was 
not obliged by any agreement of his; and if it was 
in his power, might lawfully fhake off his yoke, 
which is all that is meant by rebelling againft him ; 
he refufed to be tributary to him. . 

y.8. He fmote the Philiftines even unto Gaza, 
and the borders thereof, &c.} Who in his father’s 
time had invaded Fudah, and taken many cities and 
towns in it, which Hezekiah now recovered, and 
drove them to their own territories, of which Gaza 
was one; fee 2 Chron. xxviii. 18. from the tower o 
the watchmen to the fenced city thatis, places both 
great and fmall, cities, towns and villages; of this}demand of him, he would fubmit to: and rhe 
phrafe, fee ch. XViilw 9g. king of Afyria appointed unso Hezekiah king ef Fu- 

y¥. 9. And it came to pafs in the fourth year of| dah 300 talents of filver, and 30 talents of gald; 
king Hezekiah, &c.| In the beginning of it: which}to be paid to him direétly ; which, according to 
was the feventh year of Hofbea fon of Elab king of| Brerewood', amounted to 247,500 pounds. 
Jfrael, the beginning of his feventh: that Shal-| y.15. And Hezekiah gave bim all the filver that 
mancfer king of Afpria came up againft Samaria,| was found in the boufe of the Lord, and in the trea- 
and befieged it; fee ch, xvii. 5 RY Jures of the king’s bouje.) To make up the 3co 

¥. 10. And at the end of three years they took it,| talents of filver, for which purpofe he exhaufted 
&c.] at is, at the firft end of them, at the} both, which had been done more than once before” 
beginning, in which fenfe the phrafe is taken in| by the kings of Yudab; thefe were their refources 
Deut. xv. 1. Jer. xxxiv. 14. even in the fixth year|\in times of diftrefs ; fee ch, xii, 18. and xvi, 8. 


VFS 
of Hezekiah, that is, the ninth year of Hofbea king 
of Lfrael, Samaria was taken; fee ch. xvii. 6. 

¥. 11. dnd the king of Affyria did carry away If- 
rael unto Affyria, 8cc.} Of the places he difpof- 
feffed them.of in, after mentioned, fee the note on 
ch. xvii. 6, Ey 

¥..12. Becaufe they obeyed not the voice of the 
Lord, &c.} In his law, and by his prophets : 
but tranfgrefed bis covenant, and all that Mofes 
the jervant of the Lord commanded ; which evils 
are at large infifted on in the preceding chapter 
as the caufe of their captivity : and would not bear 
them, wor do them; contrary to the agreement 
of their fathers at Sizai, who promifed to do both, 
Exod. XXiv. 3, 7. 

¥. 13. Now in the 14th year of king Hezekiah, 
&c.] Eight years after the captivity of Irae : 
did Sennacherib king of Affyria come up againft all 
the fenced cities of Judah, and took them; many of 
them, the frontier towns, and proceeded as far as 
Lachifo; ambitious of enlarging his dominions, his 
father having fubdued the kingdom of J/rae/, and 
being alfo provoked by Hezekiah’s refufing to pay 
him tribute. Mention is made of this king by 
name, by Herodotus and other heathen writers, fee 
the note on J/. xxxvi. 1. in Tobit i. 15. he is cal- 
led Sennacherib, and is faid to be fon of Enemaffar, 
that is, Sbalmanefer ; however, he fucceeded him 
in his kingdom ; though fome ° take him to be the 
fame with Shalmanefer : he is faid by Meta/thenes ” 
to reign feven years, and was fucceeded by 4far- 
adon, who, according to him, reigned ten years. 

v.14. dnd Hezekiah king of Fudab fent to the 
king of Affyria to Lachifh, &c.| A city in the 
tribe of Fudab, about 20 miles from Feru/alem, to- 
wards the fouth-weft 4, which the king of Affyria was 
now befieging, 2 Chron. xxxii. g. at firft Hezekiah 
made provifion to defend himfelf, and encouraged 
his people not to be afraid of the king of Affria, 
2 Chron. xxxii. 1—8. but underftanding he had 
taken his fortified cities, and made fuch progrefs with 
his arms, he was difheartened, and fent an ambafly 
to him to fue for peace ; judging it more advife- 
able to buy it, than to expofe his capital to a fiege ; 
in which he betrayed much weaknefs and difturft 
of the power and providence of God: /aying, 1 
have offended, not the Lord, but the king of 4fj- 
ria, by rebelling againft him, or refufing to pay 
the yearly tribute to him ; he owned he had aéted 
imprudently, and had given him juft occafion to in- 
vade his land : return from me; trom his land, from 
proceeding to Ferufalem, which he feemed to have a 
defign upon, and go back to his own country with 
his army, and make no farther conquefts: that 
which thou putteft on me, I will bear; what. mulé& 
or fine he fhould lay upon him, or tribute he 
fhould impofe upon him, or whatever he fhould 
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plates’ of gold with which they were covered; or|kiah, with «a great hoft againft beri Bag 
fcraped off the gold from them, as the Targum inter-} withftanding he took the above large fum of m 
pretsit: andfrom the pillars which Hezekiah king of} of him, fo falfe and deceitful was he: thefe were three’ 
“tudah had overlaid , or the pofts, as the Targum, the| generals of his army, whom he fent to befiege Feru- 
lintel or fide-pofts of the doors of the temple ; which|/a/em, whilft he continued the fiege of ‘Lachifh ; — 
tho’ covered in Solomon’s time, the gold was worn off, |only Radjbakeh is mentioned in J/ xxxvi. 2. he 
or had been taken off by Abaz, but was renewed|being perhaps chief general, and the’ principal 
byHezekiah, and who, inthis time of diftrefs, thought] fpeaker ; whofe fpeech, to the end of this chapter, 
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y..16. At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold, ¥.17. And the king of Affiria fent Tartan, ad. 
from the doors of the temple-of the Lordy 8c.) Uhe\ Rabfaris, ang Rabfhakeb from Lachifh to king Hea 


he might take it off again, no doubt with a full pur- 
pofe to replace it, when he fhould be able. T his is 
one of the three things the Ta/mudic writers ° difap- 
prove of in Hezekiah : and gave it to the king of Affy- 
ria ; tomake up the 30 talents of gold he demanded. 


intended to intimidate Hezekiah, and difhearten his 
people with fome circumftances which attended it, — 
are recorded word for word in J/: xxxvi. through- 
out ; fee the notes on it. 


EA Pa Sabtin 


m HIS chapter relates that king Hezekiah, on 
a report made to him of Radj/hakeb’s. {peech, 
fent a meflage to the prophet J/aiab to pray for 
him, who returned him a comfortable and encou- 
raging an{fwer, ¥. 1—7. and that upon Radjbakeb’s 
return to the king of Afyria, he fent to Hezekiah 
a terrifying letter, ¥. 8—13. which Hezekiah {pread 
before the Lord, and prayed unto him to fave him 


clothes, and covered himfelf with fackcloth; rent his 
clothes becaufe of the blafphemy in the fpeech ; 
and he put on fackcloth, in token of mourning, 
for the calamities he feared were coming on him 
and his people: and be went into the bouje of the 
Lord; the temple, to pray unto him. The mef- 
fage he fent to J/aiah, with his anfwer, and the 
threatening letter of the king ef Afjria, Hezekiab’s 


and his people out of the hands of the king of|prayer upon it, and the encouraging anfwer he had 


Afpria, ¥.14—19. to which he had a gracious 
anfwer fent him by the prophet J/aiah, .promifing 
him deliverance from the Afyrian army, ¥. 20—34. 
which accordingly was deftroyed by an angel in 
one night, and Sennacherib fleeing to Nineveb, was 
flain by his two fons, y. 35—37. 


y.1. And it came to pafs doben king Hezekiab 
heard it, &c.] The report of Rab/bakeb’s {peech, 
recorded in the preceding chapter, shat he rent his 


from the Lord, with the account of the deftruc- 
tion of the Afyrian army, and the death of Senna- 
cherib, are the fame verbatim as in If, xxxvii. 
throughout.; and therefore the reader is referred 
thither for the expofition of them; only would add 
what Rauawolff ‘ obferves, that ftill to this day 
(1575) there are two great holes to be feen, where- 
in they flung the dead bodies (of the Affyrian army), 
one whereof is hard by the road towards Bethlehem, 
the other towards the right-hand againft old Bethel, . 
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| be this chapter is an account of Hezekiah’s ficknefs, 
and of the means of his recovery,-and of the 
fign given of it, ¥.1—T1. of the king of Baby- 
lon’s congratulatory letter. to him upon it, when 
he fhewed to the meffengers that brought it his 
treafures, in the pride and vanity of his heart, 
yr. 12,13. for which he was reproved by the pro- 
phet J/aiab, and was humbled, and fubmitted to 
the fentence pronounced on his houfe, ¥. 14—19. 
and the chapter is concluded with his reign and 
death, ¥. 20, 21. 


¥.152,3. In thefe days was Hezekiah fick unto 
death, &c.| Of this ficknefs of Hezekiah, the 
meflage of the prophet J/aiab to him, and his 
prayer upon it, fee the notes on J/. xxxviii. 1, 
a; 2, 

y.4. And it came to pafs afore Taiah was gone 
out into the middle court, &c.|. Of the king’s pa- 
lace, «which is called: the other court within the 


¥. 5. Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain 
of my people, &c.) The king of them, as the Tar- 
gum: thus faith the Lord Ged of David thy father, 
1 have heard thy prayer, I have feen thy tears; fee 


- 


. 


the note on J/. xxxviii. 5. behold, I will heal thee; ~ 


inftantly, miraculoufly ; and none but God could 
heal him, -his difeafe being in its kind mortal, and 
he had been told from the Lord, that he fhould 
die: on the third day thou fhalt go up unto the 
houfe of the Lord, the temple, to give thanks for 
his recovery ; and this he fhould do on the third 


day from thence ; fo foon fhould he be well, which 


would fhew the cure to be miraculous. 
¥.6., And I will add unto thy days 15 years, 
&c.J] See the“note on J/. xxxviii. 5. and J will 


deliver -thee, and this city, out of the band of the — 


king of Alpria; by which it appears that this 
ficknefs and recovery were before the deftruc- 
tion of the Afyrian army: and I will defend this 
city for mine own fake, and for my fervant David's 


porch, 1 Kings vii. 8. fo it is according to the} fake; for the fake of his honour and glory in the 


marginal reading, which we follow; but the tex- 
tual reading is, the middle city ; Ferufalem was di- 
vided into three parts, and this was the middle 
part J/aiah was entring into:.but before he did, 
fo it was, that the word of the Lord came to him, 
faying ; as follows. 


* T. Bab, Beracot, fol. 10, 2. 


temple, and the fervice of it, that wee 


lem, and for the fake of his promife to 
his feed, ra 
y¥. 7. And Iaiah faid, Take a lump of figs, 8c.) 
Not moift figs, but a cake of dried figs, as the 
word ufed fignifies, and fo the lefs likely to 
2 ae any 
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any effect in» curing thelboil:eand they*tock, and\beeh now at the fifth fall hour ; 
laid it onthe boil, and be recovered; made'a platter back’ five ‘whole’ hours, then came forward five, 
of it, and laid ic on the ulcer, and it ‘was healed.|then came forward two ‘degrees, or one hour, to- 
Phyficians jobferve'*, that asi fa¢h like inflamma-|the fixth hour, which made fixteen; then it was fix” 
tions confift ina painfulextenfion of the fibres by| hours to fun-fet ;’ fo ‘that day was prolonged't en. 
the hindrance of the circulation‘of . the blood, ‘thro’ ty-two hours: the Chinee relate, that in the ime 
the extreme little arteries, which may be mitigated,| of Kingcungus, the planet Mars, for fake of the’ 
or diffipated, or ripened, by fuch things as are emol- king; went back threé degrees,’ La 
licnt.andloofening, fo confequently by figs and] y. 11. And Taiab the prophet cried unto the 
in a ume: of peftilence, figs beaten together’ with| Lord,” &c.] Or prayed, “as the Targum ; “and was 
butcer and treacle have been applied to plague-boils| very earneft in prayer, that what Hezekivh had de- 
with great fuccefs ;, yet thefe: figs being only a cakel fred might be granted : “aad be brought the fhadow 
of dry figs, and the: boilnot only malignant, ‘but| /e# degrees backward, by which it had gone down in 
deadly, and the cure fo: fuddenly performed,’ thew| se dial of Abaz, Ben Gerfom underftands it not of 
that this,was done not insa natural, /butin a fuper-|the fun itfelf, but of the thadow of it only; fee the 
natural way, though means: were dirééted. to” be|note On J xxxviii. 8. ; 

made ufe of. TO bie 


[ete 133 | MS P25 dt that time Berodach-baladan, &c.] 
W.\8:, And Hezekiah faid unto Tfaiaby 8c.) Or He *i8* called’ Merodach-baladan, If, xxxix. ‘1. {0 
had faid “, before thé plafter of figs'wastdirected to,| herein the Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic verGons ; 
or, however, laid on, and as foom ashe (wasitold|fee the note there; and by Metafthenes * his father 
he fhould beshealed: What: thall be ‘the Yign that\is called “Merodach,« and he Ben Merodach, who 
the Lord will beal me, and that I foall go.up into the reigned twenty-one years,’ and his father fifty-two 
boufe of the Lord: the third:day?. nov that hé difbe-|from Hehoe to the end of ¥. rg. the fame account 
heved the promife of God, or doubted*of ‘a cure, lis eiven'in the fame words 25 in if! xxxix. throughs 
but this he requelted for the confirmation of his out, except in ¥.-13.° where it is, bearkened unto 
faith ; which good men fometimes ‘afked,: when |sbem, “and there, glad of them ; heard*the Vetter the 
they doubted not, asGideon; sand Abazy Hexekiah’s\ambaftador 
father, was bidto afk,a fign for the ‘like’purpofe, | there. 
and it was refented in’ him that ‘he’ did not ; fee] . 
Judg. Nii 7-36. [evitoves raj.) oi h. he exerted “in his wars 
¥.Q. And Vaiah foid, This fign foalt thou have and in the reformation of reli- 
of the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that ke gion,and abolition of idolatry : cud how he made a 
hath fpoken, &ec.] Cures him» of\ his ditorder, fol pool, ad a conduit, and brought water into the city; 
that he fhould be able to go to the temple on the|at the'fame'time that he Cut it off from the enemy. 
third day : foall the foadow’go’ forward ten: degrees,| without, fee 2 Chroni xxxii. 3, 4. 30: are they not 
or go back ten degrees? that “is, the fhadow of thel written dy the book ofthe’ chronicles of the kings of 
fun on a dial-plate;:it was left to his option to] ¥udah 2? a book often’referred to in this hiftory, 
chufe which, he» would, «as the confirming fign of|bué fince loft ; many of his acts are recorded in the 
his recovery. , canonical book of Chronicles, 2 Chron. xxix. xxx. 
¥. 10. And Hezekiah anfwered, It is a light thing 


X¥Xi. XxXXiLS > 
for the foadow to go down ten degrees, &c.} That] 9 years And Hezekiah Sept with bis fathers, &c.] 
is, it was comparatively fo, otherwife to go down] Died'as they did no ‘mention is here made of th 


e 
ten degrees at once would be extraordinary and| place of ‘his burial, but there is in 2 Chron, XXXil. 
miraculous 5. but’. that was .more) agreeable to the] 33, ‘where‘he is faid to be buried in the principal 
nature and courfe of it to go forward, and fo the] part of the fepulchres of the fons of David, and to 
miracle: would be lefs apparent: may, but let the\have honour done him at his death by the inhabi- 
joadow retura backward ten degrees which was di-|tants of Fudeb and Ferufalem, by the vat concourfe 
rectly contrary to its natural order and  courfe,|of people attending his interment, and by burning 
whereby the miracle would appear more clear and] {pices for him, and: making a public mourning on 
manifett : thefe degreessare: by fome faid *'to bel his account a certain ftated time: end Manaffeh bis 
half hours, and not full. ones}: fince itis obferved Jon reigned in bis fiead; of whofe wicked reign an 
the fun fhines not twenty: full hours on’ any dial,|account is’given in the next chapter. hk . 
unlefs under the pole; the fun is fuppofed to have - . 
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[* this chapter .a fhort hiftory iis given ‘of the two 
t wicked reigns of Manafeb and’ Amon; Manaj- 
Jeb is charged with great idolatry, with enchant-].. 

ments and witcherafts, and feducing the children of| » ¥. 1. Manaffeh was twelve years old when be be- 
Ujrael, yy. 1—9. and a prophecy is given outof the} gan'to reign, &c.] So that he was born three years 
deitruction of Ferufalem for. his fins; ye 10—16.| after Hezekiah’s ‘recovery from his ficknefs, and in 
and an account is given of his death and burial,|the 17th year of his reign: and reigned 55 years in 
¥. 17, 18. and of his.fon and fucceflor Amon, and) Ferufalem; among which muft be reckoned the 
the evils committed by him, y..19—22. and of|time of his captivity in Babylon; his reign was the 


longeft 


the confpiracy againft his life, which fucceeded, 
and Fofiah his fon reigned in his ftead, y. 2326, 
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the fun was brought 


s brought with pledfure ; fee “the notes , 
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longeft of any of the kings of Fudab: and bis mo- 
ther’s name was Hephzi-bab, the name the church 


goes by, and fignifies ‘‘ my delight or pleafure is}, 


in her,” Jf Ixii. 4. no doubt. fhe was a good wo- 
man, or Hezekiah would not have made choice of 
her for a wife; it is a tradition of the Fews*, that 
fhe was the daughter of J/aiah, whofe name, they 
fay, is not mentioned, becaufe fo wicked a king 
was unworthy of fuch a grandfather. 


y. 2. And he did that which was evil’ in the fight} 


of the Lord, &c.] Was guilty of idolatry : after 
she abomination of the heathen, whom the Lord caft 
out before the children of I/rael ; the old Canaanites; 
he committed idolatry in imitation of them, and as 
the Phenicians now did, 

¥. 3. For be built up again the high places which 
Hezekiah bis father had defiroyed, &c.| The tem- 
ples and altars upon them, fee ch. xviii. 4. and be 
yeared up altars for Baal; in the high places he re- 
built: and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Irael; 


which was either an idol itfelf, or a fhade of trees} 


where idols were placed; or rather Aherah, ren- 
dered 2 grove, is the fame with Afarte, the god- 
defs of the Zidonians, the figure of which he made 
and worfhipped; for groves were not fo foon and 
eafily planted, raifed, and made ; fo the fame in 
1 Kings xvi. 33. and worfbipped all the hoft of 
heaven, and ferved them; the fun, moon, and ftars, 


particularly the planets, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, } 


Mercury, and Venus. 

¥. 4. And he built altars in the boufe of the Lord, 
&c.] In the holy place, as diftin¢ét from the 
courts in the next verfe; and thefe were facred to 
the idols of the Gentiles: of which the Lord faid, In 
Ferufalem will I put my name; in the temple there, 
devoted to his fervice, called. by his name, and 
where his name was called upon, fee Deut. xii. 5. 
and xvi. 6. and to erect altars to idols here muft 
be very abominable to him. 

y 5. And he ouilt altars for all the boft of heaven, 
&c, 
the AS of the Lord; in the court of the priefts; 
and in the court of the people ; and all this muft 
be fuppofed to be done, not as foon as he began to 
reign, but when he was grown up to man’s eftate, 
and had children, as the next verfe fhews; unlefs 
it can be thought that thofe nobles in Fudab, who 
liked not the reformation made by Hezekiah, took 
the advantage of his youth, and advifed him to 
thefe idolatries. 

y. 6. And he made his fon pafs through the fire, 
&c.] To Molech, after the manner of the old 
Canaanites and Pbhenicians; his fon Amon, that 
fucceeded him, and other children, as appears from 
2 Chron. xxxiii. 6. where mention is made of the 
place where it was done, the valley of the fon of 
Hinnom: and obferved times; lucky or unlucky, 
which was judged of by omens, and by the pofi- 
tion of the ftars: and ufed enchantments, and dealt 
with familiar f{pirits and wizards; to get knowledge 
of things ‘to come ; all which are forbid and con- 
demned by the law of Mofes; fee Deut. xviii. 10, 
11, 12. be wrought much wickednefs in the fight of 
the Lord, to provoke him to anger; inall thofe evils 
before-mentioned, which were very abominable in 
the fight of God. 

_ ¥.7. And he fet a graven image of the grove that 
be bad made in the boufe, &c.] Which was either 
an image that had been placed in a grove planted 
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Sun, moon, and ftars: in the two courts of 
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‘by him,. and now removed into the houfe or tem- 


ple of the Lord; or, as fome think, this was a 
reprefentation of a grove, a carved grove of gold 
or filves, in the midft of which an image was. 
placed.in the temple; though what Se/den obferves*, 
feems beft of all, ‘that this was an image of Afbe- 
rab, as in the original text ; that is, of Afarte or 
Afptoreth, the goddefs of the Zidonians, 1 Kings xi. 52 
the fame the Phwnicians are faid to call Aftroarche,and 
affirm. it to be the moon‘: in 2 Chrom. xxiii. 7. 
it is called a carved image the idol he had-made; 
and an 4rabic writer * fays, it had four faces, which 


‘feems to be a figure of the cherubim ; but, accord- 


‘ing Suidas*, it was the ftatue of Fupiter, who alfo 
fays it had four faces: of which the Lord faid to 
David, and to Solomon bis fon ; that is, of which 
houfe or temple: iz this houfe, and in Ferufalem, 
which I have chofen out of all the tribes of Ifrael, 
will 1 put my name for ever ; fee 1 Kings viii. 29. 
and ix, 3. and the note on y. 4. . 
y¥. 8. Neither will I make the feet of Ifrael move 
any more out of the land which I gave their fathers, 
é&c.] Or fuffer them to be carried captive into 
‘another land, as in the times of the Fudges ; that 
is, on the following condition: only if they will ob- 
ferve to do according to all the law that my fervant 
Mojfes commanded them , by obedience to which they 
‘had the tenure of the land of Canaan, Ii. 19. 
y¥. 9. But they bearkened not, &c.] To the voice 
of God in his law by Mo/es, and were not obedient 
to it: and Manaffeb feduced them to do more evil 
than did the nations, whom the Lord deftroyed before 
the children of Ijrael; he fet up more idols, and 
drew the people into more, and greater idolatries, 
than the old Canaanites ; and thefe were the more 
agoravated by having a law given to them, and 
prophets fent to:inftruct them in it, and by the be- 
nefits and bleffings beftowed upon them by the 
lawgiver, which laid them under greater obliga~. 
tions to him ;,. fee ‘Yer. ii. 11, 28. 
y. 10. And the Lord fpake by bis fervants the pro- 
phets, 8c.) Who prophefied in the days of Mana/- 
Jeb ; and were, according to the Fewi/b chronology *, 
Joel, Nahum and Habakkuk : faying ; as follows. 
y. 11. Becaufe Manaffeh king of Fudah bath done 
thefe abominations, &c.] Before named, ¥. 3, 4, 


15, 6, 7. and hath done wickedly above all that the 


Amorites- did that were before him; one of the feven 
nations of Canaan, a principal of them, and which 
is put for all the reft : and hath made Judah alfo to 
fin with his idols ; the worthip of them, asthe Tar- 
gum; which he did both by his edicts, and by his 
example. 

¥. 12. Therefore thus faith the Lord God of Ij- 
rael, &c.) Who though kind and gracious to 
J/rael as their Covenant-God, is yet juft and righ» 
teous, as well as he is a fovereign Being and Lord 
of all: debold, Iam bringing fach evil upon Feru- 


Salem and ‘Judah, that whofoever beareth of it, both 


his ears foall tingle; i will make fuch a noife in the 
world, and be fo Korrible and terrible; and if the 
report of it would be fo dreadful, as to make a 
man’s ears tingle, and his heart tremble, what 
muft it beto endure it! Ezek. xxii 14, fee x Sante 
Iu. If. . 
y.13. And Iwill firetch over Ferufalem the line 

of Samaria, &c.| The Targum is, the line of de- 
{truction ; and the fenfe is, that the fame meafure 
fhould be meafured to Jerufalem, as was to Sama- 


ria; 
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via that is, the fame lot and portion fhould befal 
one as the other, that is, be utterly deftroyed : 
and the plummet of the boufe-of Abab; the Targum 


is, the weight or plummet of tribulation ; figni-, 


fying, that the fame calamities fhould come upon 
the families of Yerufalem, and efpecially on the fa- 
mily of Maznajfeb, as came upon the family of 
Abab, It isa metaphor from builders that take 
down, as well as raife up buildings by rule and 


meafure, fee 2 Sam, viii. 2. and I will wipe Feru- 


falem, asa man wipeth a difh, wiping it, and turn- 
ing it upfide down; as when one takes-a dilh or 
cup that has broth in it, or any liquid, as oil ; 
and the Septwagint render it alabafler, in which 
ointment ufed to be put; and wipes it clean, that 
nothing may appear in it; and then turns it with 
its mouth downward, that if any thing fhould re- 
main, it might drain out ; fignifying hereby the 
emptying of Yeru/alem of its palaces and houfes, 
wealth and riches, and of all its inhabitants ; and 
yet the empty difh being preferved, feems to de- 
note the reftoration of Ferufalem after the 70 years 
captivity. According to the Vulgate Latin verfion, 
the metaphor is taken from the blotting out of 
writing-tables, and turning and rubbing the ftyle 
upon them till the writing is no more feem. 

y.14. And I will forfake the remnant of mine in- 
beritance, 8cc.|. The whole land of Canaan was 
the Lord’s inheritance; 10 tribes in it were already 
removed, only Fudab with Benjamin was left, and 
the Lord threatens to forfake that remnant: and 
deliver them into.the hands of their enemies, and they 
feall become a prey and fpoil to all their enemies ; 
which was fulfilled in their captivity in Babylon. 

y. 15. Becoufe they have done that which was 
evil in my fight, &c.| Committed idolatry : and 
have provoked me to anger fince the day their fathers 
came forth out of Egypt, evento this day , being always 
prone to idolatry, fo provoking to God, and which 
they were guilty of quickly after they came out of 
Egypt, in the worfhip of the golden calf, and had 
ever fince at times been criminal this way ; and 
now the meafure of their iniquity being almoft up, 
would be reckoned for together. 

y. 16. Moreover, Manaffeh fhed innocent blood 
very much, &c.] Putting to death the prophets 
that reproved him and his people for their idola- 
tries, and fuch who would not comply therewith ; 

‘and it is commonly faid, both by Jewish and chri- 
ftian writers, that J/aiab was flain, and even fawn 
afunder by him, fee the note on Hed, xi. 37. till 
be had filled Ferufalem from one end to another; a 
metaphor taken from filling a veffel brim full: 
befide his fin wherewith he made Fudab to fin, in 
doing that which was evil in the fight of the Lord ; 
the fin of idolatry he drew them into, and even 
obliged them to commit. 

y.17. Now the reft of the alts of Manaffeb, and 
all that be did, &c.| Both good and bad, for he 
repented, and was humbled, and did many good 
things afterwards, though not recorded in this 
book: aud his fin that be finned, his idolatry : 
are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Fudah? in which were recorded the 
moft memorable events of their reigns; and in 
the canonical book of Chronicles are many things 
concerning Manaffeb; which are not written here ; 
fee 2 Chroa. xxxiii. 11—16. 

y. 18. And Manaffeh flept with his fathers, &c.) 
Or died, after a reign of 55 years, and a life of 


£ Vid. Kirchman. de funer. Roman. 1, 2. c. 22. p. 274. 
Tacit. Hitt. lt. ¢. 49. 


1 Strabo. Geograph. 1.15. p. $02. 
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67: and was buried in the garden of his own bouje, 
in the garden of Uzza, whether the burial of him 
here was his own choice, judging himfelf unwor- 
thy to lie with the kings of udab, who had been 
guilty of fuch great fins, or whether the will of 
others on the fame account, is not certain ; and as 
much at a,lofs are we for the reafon of this garden 

eing called the garden of Uzza, whether from 
Uzzab that died for touching the ark, 2 Sam. vi. 
6, 7, or from king Uzziah, ch. xv. 7. The Fews 
buried in gardens in the times of Chrift, who 
himfelf was buried in one, Yobn xix. 41. The Ro- 
mans had fometimes fepulchres in their gardens °, 
‘Gailba the emperor was buried in his gardens "; and 
fo had other nations. Cyrus king of Perfia was 
buried in a garden*: and Amon bis fon reigned in bis 
fread; of whom we have the following account. » 

¥.19. And Amon was 22 years old when he began 
to reign, &c.]. Being born in the 45th of his 
father’s life, and in the 33d of his reign: and be 
reigned two years in Ferufalem; which, as Abarbinel 
obferves, was the ufual time the fons of wicked 
kings reigned, and inftances in the fon of Fero= 
Loam, Baafoa and Abab; 1 Kings xv. 25. and xvi. 
8. and xxi. 51. An Arabic writer" fays, he reign- 
ed 12 years, but according to the Fews only two: 
and bis mother’s name was Mefbullemeth, the daugh- 
ter of Haruz of Fotbab there was a. place called 
Fotbath, which was one of the ftations of the chil 
dren of J/rael in the wildernefs, Numb. xxxiii. 33. 
Deut. x. 7. but itcan fcarcely be thought to be the 
fame place. 
- ¥.20. And be did that which was evil in the fight 
of the. Lord, &c. | . Committed idolatry: as his 
father Manaffeh did, he imitated him in that, but 
not in his repentance-and humiliation, 2 Chron. 
XXXiii. 23. “0 

y.21. And he walked in all the way his father 
walked in, 8c.|_ In his wicked way, his idolatry, 
witchcraft and murders: and ferved the idols that 
his father ferved, and worfoipped them; Baal, Afp- 
toreth, and all the hoft of heaven, and all the carved 
images his father made, which it feems he only 
removed, but did not break in pieces, 2 Chron, 
XXXili. 22. 

¥. 22. And be forfook the Lord God of his fathers, 
&c.] Of David, Solomon, 8c. and walked not in 
the way of the Lord, prefcribed by him in his law 
for the worfhip of him. 

¥. 23. And the fervants of Amon confpired againft 
him, &c.] Some of his domeftic. fervants, and 
perhaps his courtiers, not on account of his ido- 
latry, but for fome ill ufage of them: and flew 
the king in bis own houfe, which they had an op- 
portunity to do, being his fervants. 

y¥. 24. And the people of the land flew all them 
that had confpired againft king Amon, &c.] On oc- 
cafion of his death, there feems to have been an 
infurrection of the people in a body, to avenge 
the death of their king, who might be beloved on 
account of his idolatry, fo depraved was the nas 
tion 5 or it may be only to avenge his death be- 
caufe he was their king, whofe life thefe men ought 
not to have taken away: and the rather this may 
be thought to be the reafon, by what follows, 
and the people of ‘the land made Fofah bis fon king 


in bis ftead ; who had been prophefied of by name 3 


above 300 years before, fee 1 Kings xiii. 2. 


y.25. Now the ref of the as of Amon which 


be did, are they not written in the book of the Chro- 
I ’ Wicks 
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nicles of the kings of Fudab? | See the note on 
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oy 26, And he was buried in his fepulcbre, in the ne 

Where his father Manaffeb 
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pH 1S chapter begiris with the age and charac-}. 


garden of Uxza, &c.] 


y 


ter of Fofiabh king of Fudab, y. 1, 2. and 
-relates| his orders for repairing the temple, y. 


3—7, his attention to the book of the law which 


‘was found, and read to him, and the effect it had 


‘upon “him, y. 8—-11. the command, he gave to 
certain perfons to.enquire of the Lord about. it, 


who applied to. Huldab the prophetefs, y. 12—14. 


who returned an, anfwer by them to the king, fore- 
telling the deftruction of Feru/alem, and giving the 


reafon of it, and ‘at the fame time afftring the 


king it fhould now be.in his. days, .y.. 15-20. 


He iy Fofiab. was eight years. avben he began to 


feign, &c.Jc And muft be born when his father 
was but 165 for: mon-lived but. 24. years, ch. xxi. 
1g. and be. reigned 31 years in Jerusalem; and fo 
mutt die at 39 years\of age: and bis mother’s name 
was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah, of Bofcath;.a 
city, of; the tribe ‘of Fudah, Fo. xv« 39. fee the 
note jthere, j Aids 

¥.2.. And he did that which was.right in the fight 
of the Lord, &c.] Inthe affair of religious wor- 
fhip éfpecially;-as well as ‘in other, things: anzd 
walked in all the ways of David his father ; in his 
religious ways, in which hé never departed, from 
his God: and turned. not afide:to the right-hand or 
to the left; but kept aneven, conftant path of wor- 
fhip and "duty, according to the law of God. 

¥. 3. And it came to pafs in the 18th year of king 
Fofiab, 8c.) Not of ,his age, but of his reign, 
as appears from 2. Chron.:xxxiv. 8. nor is what 
follows the firft remarkable act he did in a religious 
way ; for elfewhere we read of whatihe did in the 
8th and 12th ‘years of, his reign,, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 
3—7. that the king fent Shaphan the fon of Azaliab, 
the fon of Méfbullam the. feribe, to the houfe of the 
Lord; the king’s fecretary ; the Septuagint verfion 
is, the {cribe of the houfe of the Lord, and.fo the 
Vulgate Latin verfion; that kept the account. of the 
‘expences Of the temple; with him two others were 
dent, 2 Chron..xxxiv. 8., faying ; as follows. 


y. 4. Go up to .Hilkiah the high-prief, &c.] 


‘Who had an apartment in the temple; there was 
an Hilkiab, a prieft, in thofe times, who was the 
father of feremiah the prophet, Fer. i. 1,2. whom 
-an Arabic writer! takes.to be the fame with this ; 
but itis not likely: shat be may fum the filver which 
is brought into the boufe of the Lord; which the peo- 
ple voluntarily offered, for the repairing of it; this 
he would have the prieft take an account of, that 
the fim total. might be known; his meaning is, 
that he fhould take it out of the cheft in which it 
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y¥. 5. And let them deliver it .into the band of 
doers of thewworks. that have the overfight of the hou 
of the, Lord, &c.J,, Yhat were . overfeers 0 . 
workmen, whofe names are mentioned, .2,Chran, . 
Xxxiy. 12. into, their, hands the money was to,be 
delivered by the high-prieft, when he. had taken. 
the account of it, and perhaps along with the king’s 
{cribe, fee ch, xii. 10, 11, and fet them, give ik i 

the doers of the, work, which is.in the houfe « 
Lord, to repair, the, breaches of the boufe; a 
wages for their, work ; it feems it had not 


so ¥. 6. Unto\carpenters, and builders, and t 
&c.]., Who, were! employed, dome in mei 
the wood-work,, and, others in,repairing, the to 
walls: and to buy timber and hewen fione to repair 
the houfe; not only money, was to jbe given them 
for their workmanthip, but to buy timber and ftone 
to. work with, 0 aw eat ule 
y¥. 7. Howbeit, there was no reckoning made with 
them of the money that was delivered into their band, 
&c.]. No account. was kept between the high- 
prieft, and the king’s fcribe who delivered the mo- 
ney, and the overteers, of the workmen who re- 
ceived it from them, the latter, were not called to 
any account by the former, nor any audit made of 


| their accounts; decaufe they dealt jatthfully ; they 


were perfons of fuch known honour and integrity, 
that their,fidelity was not in the leaft called in que- 
ftion, but were trufted without examining their 
accounts, and how they difpofed of the, money 
committed to them, fee ch. xii. 15. 

y. 8. And Hilkiab the high prieft faid unto Sha- 
phan the feribe; 8c.) Not at the firt time of his 
meflage to him, but afterwards that he attended 
on him upon the fame bufinefs ; after the high-prieft 
had examined the temple to know what repairs it 
wanted, and where: I bave found the book of the 
law in the houfe of the Lord; fome think this was 
only the book of Deuteronomy, and fome only fome 
part of that; rather the whole pentateuch, and 
that _not.a copy of it, but the very autograph of 
Mofes, written with his own hand, as it feems from 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 14, Some fay he found it in the 
holy of holies, on the fide of the ark ; there in- 


An- 


deed it was put originally ; but, had it been there, ; 


the, might have, found’ it before, and mult have 


feen it, finte, as high-prieft, he entered there on d 


every year ; more probably fome pious prede =A 
of his had taken it from thence in ati a! 
neral corruption, as in the reign of Manajfeb, anc 


t »Ch. XUV 1—8.- 


hid it in fome. priate place, under a Jay of f 


‘was put, and count it, that it, might be known 
as Yarchi, in fome hole in the wall, which n 


what-it amounted to; fee ch. xii. 9, 10. fome un- 

derftand this-of melting and coining the filver thus] fearch about repairs was found there : and Alki 
given: which the keepers of the door have gathered| gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it; and th 
of the people, who were Levites, 2 Chron. xxxiv.| there might be fome copies of it in privat 


ok ct 


, i porters of the door, or rather the trea-| yet fcarce ; and perhaps Shaphaw had nev 


the fanctuary, that had the care of them, as the|read it through, as now he did, — 4 
Fewifh commentators generally, interpret it. 


+ 


s, as the Targum ;, the keepers of the veffels of fone, at lcaft a.perfect one, or however had 1 co = 
Pe.8~ a aa. 4. 
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¥.9. And Shaphan the feride came to the king, 
end brought the king word egain, &c.| Of the de- 
livery of his meffage to the high-prieft, and of 
what had been done upon it: and faid, thy fervants 
have gathered the money that was found in the boufe, 
meaning Hilkich and himfelf, who had examined 
the cheit in the temple, into which the money was 
put for the repairs of it, and had taken it out, and 
told it: and have delivered it‘tnto the band of them 
that do the work, that have the overfight of the 
boufe of the Lord; according to the king’s or- 


rs. 

-¥. 10. And Shaphan foewed the king, 8c. Far- 
ther related to him what follows: faying, Hilkiah 
the high-priefi hath delivered me a book; but did 
not fay what book it was: and Shaphan read it be- 
fore the king, part of it; and it is thought by 
Kimehi and Ben Gerfom, that he particularly read 
the reproofs and threatenings in the book of Deu- 
teronomy ; they fuppofe that Hilkiah ‘read: thofe to 
Shapban, and directed him to read’ them ‘to the 
king, that he might take into .confideration a far- 
ther reformation. HA nine head bile sail 

¥.11. And it came to pafs when the king kad 
beard the words of the book of the law, &c.] From 
whence it appears, that he had never wrote out a 
copy of it, as the kings of J/rae/ were ordered ‘to 
do, when they came to the throne, Devt. xvii. 18, 
1g. nor had read it, at leaft not the whole of it; 
and. yet. it feems: itrange, that he fhould be 26 
years of age, :as he now was, and had proceeded far 
in the reformation of worfhip, and yet be without 
the book of the Jaw, and the high-prieft alfo; it looks 
as if it was, as fome have thought, that they had 
till now only fome abftracts of the law, and not 
the whole ; and perhaps the reformation hitherto 
carried on, chiefly lay in abolifhing idolatry, and 
not fo much in reftoring the ordinances of worfhip 
to their purity ; for it was after this, ~that- the or- 
dinance of the paffover was ordered to be kept ; 
and when the king obferved, on hearing the law 
read, that it had? not been kept as it fhould, that 
fuch’ fevere threatenings were denounced againft 
the tranfgreffors of it: that be rent his clothes; as 
expreflive of the .renting of his heart, and of his 
humiliation and forrow for the fins he and his people 
were guilty of. 

¥. 12. And the king commanded Hilkiab the prieft, 
&c.] The high-prieft, as he is called, y¥. 4, 8. 
and Abikam the fon of Shaphan, whether the fame 
with Shaphan the fcribe, before mentioned, or an- 
other of the fame name, is not certain: and Ach- 
bor the fon of Michaiah; who is called Abdon, the 
fon of Micah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 20. and Shaphan the 
fcribe; who brought and read the book to the 
king: and Afabiab a@ fervant of the king’s; that 
waited on him conftantly : /aying; as follows. 

¥. 13. Go ye, enquire of the Lord, &c.] Of 
fome of his prophets, as Ferémiah, who began to 
prophefy in the 13th year of fofah’s reign, and 
had been a prophet five years, Fer. i.'1, 2. for me, 
and for the people, and for all Fudab, concerning the 
words of this book that is found; for he obferved 


that this book threatened and foretold not only the’ 


captivity of the ten ‘tribes, but of Yudab, and of 
their king ; and Farthi thinks, He had a particu- 
lar refpect to that meflage, she Lord fhall bring thee 
and thy king, Sc. Deut. xxviii. 36. and therefore 


In yoce Eilvnra, 
Middot, c. 1. §.3. 
Vor. Ii, 


he 


IN”. 25 


® Phocica, five, 1. 10. p. 631. 
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was defirous of knowing what he and his. people 
muft do to avert thofe judgments : for great is the 
wrath of the Lord that is kindled againft. us which 
he concluded from the threatenings denounced: be: 
caufe that our fathers have not hearkened unto the. 
words of this book, to” do according to all. hich is. 
written concerning us; he clearly faw that‘his.an= 
ceftors more remote and immediate had. been very. 


wis bs 


2 


s, itwill, be 


t, Iwi bring. 
evil upon this place, and upon. the inhabitants of it, 
&c.] “Deftruction to the place, and ‘captivity.to 
the inhabitants of it: even all she.words ,of the, 
book which the’ king of Fudab hath, reads particu» 
larly what is contained. in the.26th of; Leviticus, , 
and 28th of Deuteronomy, even all. the curles..in it. 


as in’ 2 Chrom..xxxiy. 24, } Ph oo gcc 
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y. 17. Because they have forfaken me, &c.J, My 
worfhip, as the Zargum ; his word and or inances 
and have burnt incenfe unto other gods; to b al, to 
the hoft of heaven, and other heathen deities : 
that they might provoke me to anger with all the works 
of their hands , their idols of wood, ftone, gold, and. 
filver, which their hands had made, to worfhip; than 
which nothing was more provoking to God: there~ 


fore my wrath foall be’kindjed againft this place, and) 


‘foall not be quenched ; the’ decree for the deftruétion: 
of Ferufalem was gone forth, and not to be Called 
back ; the execution of ir totld not be flopped, or: 
hindered by cries, prayers, ‘intteaties, or otherwife ; 
this wrath of God was-an emblem of the unqtench-. 
able fire of hell, Martti 12.' Mark ix.44. 0 0 

We 18) But to the king of Fudah which Jent you to, 
enquiré of the Lord, 8ec,| ‘Thatis, with refpect to 
him, or what’ may concern him,: thas /hall ye fay 
untobie } carry, back this, meffage to, him,as from 
the Word ‘he defired 't6° enquire of : Thus Jaith the 


Lord God of I/rael, AS’ touching, the’ words wybich| c 


thou haft heard; read’ otit .of, the law, conéerning 
the deftruction of the Jand, and its. inhabitants 
therein’ threatened. = * fates, Gadi Th 
like wax, ‘and fufceptible: of ‘impreffions ;, or was 
moved, or trembled,'as the Targum; for God has 
refpect to fuch as are of contrite hearts, and trem- 
ble at’hisi word, J/ Ixvi. 2. and thou haft humbled 
thyfelf before the Lord ; external humiliation, fuch 


NGS! CheEsiit.y7—ao. 


1 opel: gta of auras. sre sot meas 

Py him fe 1, Kings xxi..29. when thon beardef. 
what 1./pake againft ¢bis place, and againft the inha- 

bitants.thereof, that. they, foould become adefolation, 

anda. curse; as, in, Leve,xxvis and Deut. xxviii. 
si * Tent, thy clothes, and avept before me; as* 
exprellive | of the;.inward, contrition, | forrow, and! 
grict © is:heart ; .¢Yo.kave heard thee; faith’ the} 
Lords ag aeoblos 


his. cries and, prayetsys 0 
i 920,\ Behold therefore, Lawill pather thee uta’ 
bby Akber i »Sc.J; Lowhis: godly» anceftors, © to’ 
fhare with them in eternal life and happinefs; other» 
wilerat could be. no, peculiar favour to.die im com- 
mony 26 his. fathers did, and be buried im their fe-' 
pulchres;: and thou foals, be gathered into thy grave 
in peace ;.4n.a time of public peace and tranquility 5 
for, though she .was flain in;ibattle;with: the-king of 
Exypt,,,yet it, was what-he ;was perfonally:concerned 


in, and it,was not a public» warl:berweemthetwo ' 


kingdoms,.,and shis\:body: was cartied (off ‘by*his 

fer Pup and, was,peaceably interred imthe fepul- 
hreof -his anceftors, «chi ¥Xiii.129)°3 ou as welbas” 

he died in fpiritual peace, and enteredintov eternal? 


| peace, .which. is the-endvof therperfevand upright 
aa ae - focen 4, Man," as he was, Bf axkvii. 7.\baethistchiedy! 
yi 19.< Becaufe thine heart was teniler, &e.) Soft, 


regards .his, not living,te be diftrefied-with thecalay 
mities, of .his..nation,andt people) ab followse ‘ead> 
thine Vi Shall not-fee.all the evitranbichediwill brigg> 
upon this,place , hecbeitgsremoyedifirtt though -itt 
came, upon. it in| the|,daysyofi/hisrefoits ti and sheys 
brought the king soord: agatm 5 of what Auldabethet 


as in Ahab; was regarded: by the Lord, »much| prophetefs had faid.yntgithem. to nolssmmote: od) at 


more internal and cordial humiliation is regarded! 


6 hte chapter treats' of Fofah’s reading the 
. book'of the law, and of him and. the people 
renewing’ the covenant with God, y. 1, 2,3. and 
of his remiéving idols and * idolatry in every fhape, 
and witchefaft out of the land, which he did in 
the fincerityof his heart, ¥.4—25. yet the wrath 
of God ‘was ftill determined upon the Jand, y. 
26, 27, 28. and Fofah was taken away by an un- 
timely death, ¥. 29, 30. and was fucceeded by two 
fons of his, one after another, whofe reigns were 


wicked, ¥. 31—37. 5 


y. 1. And the king fent, and they gathered. unto 
bin all the elders of ‘Fudab, and of Ferufalem.] 
Fofab fent meffengers throughout the Jand, and 
convened all the principal men in it at Feru/alem. 

¥. 2. And the king went up into the. boufe of the 
Lord, 8. Tothe temple, from his palace: and 
all the men of Fudah, dnd all the inhabitants of Fe- 
rifalem with him; they met him there: and the 
priefts, and the prepbets’; the 
Zephaniah, and Uriab, who, though they .might 
not be at Ferufalem when the book of the Iaw was 


rophets ‘feremiah, |: 
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¥. 3s, And, the king flood bya: pillar, 8e¢.JocAs? 
the manner. of kings ,was,,.¢hi\.xiv.n4qio andias» 
thought, to, be the brazen fcaffold iereéted sy! Solos: 
mon, on; Which he .ftood. at the dedication of .they 
temple, and now ofieh.at the reading ofithe law, | 
2. Chron. vi. 13. itis faid. to be his place;:-2: Chron. 
Xxxiv,,31.. fee the note on ch..xi. 14. Yendmade a> 
covenant. before the, Lords; agreed, and:.promifed:in’ 
the'prefence of God, both he and ‘his» people szer ' 
walk.after the Lord; the worthip of the Lord, as © 


pricft, and thepriefs of the fecoud order, 8ac. \\ Ot the, 
fecond courle of the priefts ; the courferof: Fedaidh, 


to 
“ 


"8a 
thy 


F Mifn. Yoma, c. 1. §. 14 


*. 
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- agrees with what follows : to bring forth out of tbe tem 
ple of the Lord, all the veffels that were made for, Baal ; 
ufed in burning incenfe, or edie facrifices to him :. 
and for the grove; the idol of the grove, or Afbe- 
rab, that is, Ajbtoretb, or Afarte, the fame ;with, 
Venus, or the moon, as Bag/, was.the, fun, theone 
the hufband, and the other the wife, according, to 
the Jews *; and for all the hoft of heaven; the ftars: 
_ and he burnt them without Ferufalemin the fields. of 
Kidron ; or plain of Kidron, as the Ti argum ; thro? 
which the‘brook Kidron'ran:, and carried the afhes, 
of them unto’ Beth-el;, where one of Feroboam’s 
calvés was fet, and was.the fource of idolatry.; and 
this he did'id contempt of that. places. and.to fhew 
his deteftation. of the idolatry -there, he made it.a 
dunghil'of afhes of things ,ufed in idolatrous fer- 
vice ; this he ‘could do, that. place, being, in..the 
hands of the-kings of Fudah from the times. of ,dhi- 
jab, {GD OER.. 19. 64. Anon sds + selon: Le 
¥. 5. And-be put dowy . the .idolatrous,..pricfs, 
&c.] The Cemarim, fo called,, becaufe. they. wore 
black clothes, as Kimchi. and_others,.: whereas; the 
priefts of the Lord were clothed in white linen; :fee 
the note on Zeph. i. 4. whom. the kings of Fudah had 
ordained to burn -incenfe in the high, places, in, the 
. cities of Fudah,’ and in the places round about, Fer; 
falem; for though thofe high. places were deftroyed 
by Hezekiah, they were rebuilt by , Manajeb his 
fon, and priefts put.in them to officiate, there, 
whom Fofah now depofed, ch. xxi. 3:. bem, alfa 
that burnt incenfe unto, Baal;: in the fame.high 
places ; thefe were the prieits, and the others in 
the preceding claufe-are thought to be minifters 
unto them; #0 the fun, and.to the moon, and to the 
planets ;, the five planets befides the fun and moon, 
as Saturn, Fupiter, Mars, Mercury, and Venus; 
or to the twelve celeftial figns in, the firmament, \as 
fome‘; though Zheodoret takes it to be a fingle 
ftar, the evening-ftar: and.to all the hoft of heaven; 
or even to the hoft of heayen,. all the ftars thereof : 
this part of worthip, durning incenfe, which.was 
peculiar tothe moft high God, yet was frequently 
made by idolaters to their deities; and from. the 
word " by which it is here, and elfewhere exprefled 
may Neé#ar. be derived, fo much fpoken of by the 
heathen poets, as of a {weet fmell “, andoas deli- 
cious to their gods; and fo Porphyry * reprefents 
the gods’ as living on {moke,. vapours, \and -per- 
fumes ; and frankincenfe is faid, by, Diodorus Sicu- 
Jus’, to be moft grateful, to them, and beloved by. 
them ; this therefore is a much better derivation, of 
the word WNeéfar than what Suidas*, gives, that is, 
as if it-was Neoctar, becaufe it makes thofe young 
that drink it; or than the account, Athenzeus,* gives | 
of it, that it.is a wine in Badylon fo called. »..., 
* y. 6. And he brought out the grove from the houfe 
of the Lord, &c.] _ Not a real «grove of ,trees,\ but 
a carved one, as fome think ; or rather, the image 
of the grove, ch. xxi. 7. thatis,’ the idol Abtoreth, 
or Afarte, which was. fet up there 5, fo Theodoret 
fays; fome interpreters call ic 4foreth, the name of 
Venus, whom they call Afarte: this Fofab ordeted 
to be brought without Ferufalem, unto the brook 
Kidron, and burnt it at the brook Kidron ;, the black 
brook, where the filth of the facrifices was carried : 
and flampt it fmall to powder ; as Mofes did the 
golden calf: and caft the powder thereof upon the 
graves of the children of the people; the common 


people, .fee-Yer, XXvi. 2.3.orsather, on ‘the eraves » 
of . thes, worfhippers ; of; idels; cas it -déems from? 
2. Chron. XXXiv. 40 the-Targumris, “onthe graves”? 
of the -children , of .Galia,””; which}: Kimchi faysy is 
the name, of an.idol ; ,this»wasidone -partlyvin con- ’ 
tempt of the idol, groves being; according ‘to. law, 
impure ;, and partly to the|reproach of the deceafed, 
and the memory of them, for their-idolatrys and 
to deter from it thofe thanfurvived thean\ .oF .& 

¥. 7+ And be brake down the boufesof the fadomites 
that were by the boufe of the Lord, 8c!}v> Near the 
temple,were. apartments, im which{menorhe owor- 
fhippers, of, idols, proftituted ,theirsBodies! to! éach | 
others; committing that-unnatural fin with oneano-i' 
ther; , which has:.its» names from: Sodom, vand ftom 
which thofe are fo called, ‘and which fin:they¢om=> 
mitted.in -honour.of the idols they ‘worfhippedyrto” 
fuch, vile affections were they,: ina judicial avantier, 
delivered. up, -becaufe of theiriidolatry ;feeRom) i.” 
27,28. the, word. fignifies® boly ones, they *beinig 
called. fo iby..an» antiphrafis 30 though Abarbinel 
thinks, thefe, were the idolatrous priefts, whom ‘the 
worfhippers,of idols reckoned: holy, and fo ‘built 
houfes,fer them near the temple to lodgein's the 
Targum, is, ** and broke down: the:houles of things * 
confecrated to idols,” where they. were put ;. and 
Theodoret-on the place obferves; that by’an homo- ° 
nymy, they called the damons or idols themfelves 
boly ones ;,;and.it is. not likely, fndeed, that the* 
Jodomites thould be where the women wove hanging>' 
for the grove; that is, for Affarte, asthe’ fame 
writer objerves > or curtains, as: the Fewi/b writers” 
generally interpret it, in which either the idol: was 
inclofed, or thefe made apartments for the idolaters 
to commit their abominable wickednefs privately ; 
tho’ the Syriacand. Arabic verfions are, .** they wove’ 
garments for,the idols that were there ;” and fo the 
Septuagint verfion, of .the Complutenfian Edition; 
that is, they wove garments for the goddefs Affarte, 
which they dreffed her with; the word fignifies 
boufee;and may mean the fhrines of the idol made 
of woven, work, £ | 

¥. 8. And he brought all the priefts out of the ci- 
ties of Fudah, &c:|] Who were of the fons of Aaron, 
and. had ferved in the high places there: .and-defiled 
the high places whereithe prisfts bad: burat incenfe 5: 
by cafting dead carcafies, orthe bones of ‘dead 
men,,or dung, or any.thing.thar was unclean, into 
them,. by, way of; contempt: from Geba to Beer~ 

eba which were thernorthern and fouthern boun- 
daries of; tlie, land: of Sudabs and brake down the 
high places. of the, gates 5 ofthe cities ‘where fome 
think tutelar gods were placed to’ be worfhipped by 
perfons.as they wentiin-or out‘of' them’: and parti- 
cularly that\which were in the entring-in of the gate 
of Fofoua, the governour of the city, which were on a 
man’s left hand at the gate of the city $f the city of 
Ferufalem, where this Fofbua was chief? magiftrate 
under the king; at.whofedoor ftood an high place, 
which, Kimchi thinks, might'be .ereater than the 
reft,. and» therefore .méntionéd: alone, ‘yet’ was not: 
{pared on account of ‘its greatnefs, orof' the perfon 
to. whom it: belonged. tt 

yt. 9. Neverthele/s, the pricts of the bigh places: 
came not up to the altar of the Lord at Ferufalem, 
&c.] To facrifice there, as the Targum, though» 
they. were temoved. from the high’ places, they 
were not admitted to officiate at the altar of the 
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Léed, having offered in forbidden places: but they| the court: and burnt the chariots of the fan with. 
did eat of the unleavened bread with their brethren ;\fire, thefe were either chariots, in which the king 
the priefts that were pure, as the fons of Zadok;|and his nobles rode, when they went to meet and 
though they might not offer facrifices, they were|worfhip the rifing fun ; or rather fuch as were fa- 
allowed to partake of the holy things with the/cred to the fun, as well as the horfes, or Fofiab 
priefts, as the meat-offerings made of flour unlea-| would not have burnt them ; they feem to be fuch, 
vened, Lev. ii. 4, 5. which are here meant, and|in which the images of the fun were carried. He- 
put for all thereft on which the priefts lived, fee | rodotus” makes mention as of facred horfes, fo o ; 
Ezek. wliv. 1O—15. - ; a facred chariot. Xenophon" {peaks of the chariot 
. 10. And he defiled Topheth, &c.] A place fo|of the fun as being of a white colour, and drawn 
called, as is generally thought, from the beating|in proceffion at the worfhip of the fin; as does 
of drums or timbrels in it, that the fhrieks of the|alfo Panfanias° of a chariot, in which were the 
infants facrificed here to Molech, might not be| Sun, Fupiter, and Juno, and near them other dei- 
heard by their parents, and they repent of deliver-| ties; which notion of facred chariots, the heathens" 
ing them to him, and take them away. So the] might take from the chariot of the cherubim Fe-. 
Indians now, at the burning of wives with their| bovad fate and rode in, 1 Chron. xxviii. 18. 
deceafed hufbands, attend them with drums and| y.12. And the altars that were on the top of the 
trumpets; and at fuch time as the fire is put to|wpper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Fudab 
the wood, the drums and trumpets make a terrible| bad made, &cc.] Which were on the roof of the 
noife for fear their cries fhould be heard”; fee the| royal palace; the roofs of houfes in Fudab being © 
notes on Jf xxx. 33. Fer. vii. 31. this he defiled| flat, Deut. xxi. 8. altars might be built upon them 5 
by cafting any fort of filth or unclean thing into| fo in Arabia, altars were built on the tops of houfes. 
it, in contempt of the idolatry there committed,|to offer incenfe thereon daily to the fun ?; as here. 
and to alienate the minds of men from it: which| by Manaffeb and Amon very probably, which might 
is in the valley of the children of Hinnom , a valley|be chofen becaufe nearer the heavens ; for which 
that belonged to the pofterity of a man of this|reafon the heathens made ufe of high places to. 
name, near to Ferufalem, fee Fofo. xv. 8. hence| worfhip in, fee ‘Yer. xix, 13. and xxxii, 29. Zeph. 
the Greek word Geenna for hell, in the New Tefta-]i. 5. and the altars which Manaffeh had made in~ 
ment: that no man might make his fon or his daugh-| the two courts of the houfe of the Lord; ch. xxi. 5. 
ter pafs through the fire to Molech , which: piece of| did the king beat down, ordered to be demolifhed:— 
idolatry ufed to be committed in this place. and brake them down from thence, and caft the duft 
v.11. And he took away the horfes that the kings\ of them into the brook Kidron , that there might be. 
of Judah bad given to the fun, &c.|  Confecrated|no remains of them to be put to any fuperftiti- 
to it; thefe were not images of horfes, as fome|ous ufe. ; "ee . 
have thought, but real living ones ; and the kings| y.13. And the high places that were before Fe- 
that gave them for the fervice of the fun, and for|rufalem, &c.] Not only that were within the city, © 
facrifice to it, very probably were Manaffeb and|and at the gates of it, but what were without it: - 
Amon: that horfes were facred to the fun with many| which were on the right-hand of the mount. of cor-. 
heathen nations, as the Maffagete, a people in Scy-| ruption ; the mount of Ofives, fo called from the. 
thia, and the Perfians, and Babylonians, and Ethi-|idolatry and corrupt worfhip performed in it, by 
cpians, is affirmed by various writers®; and from| way of reproach, with a fmall alteration of the 
them the Fews received this notion. According to] letters of the word m’nwHy for nwH; at the 
the Fewi/fh commentators, thefe were horfes pro-| right-hand, or fouth of this mountain, as the Zar- 
vided’ for the worfhippers of the fun to ride upon,| gum; though others fay %, on the north fide of the 
and mect the fun in the morning at its rifing, and] mount of Ofves, four furlongs from Feru/alem, 
pay their homage to it ; but certain it is, that the] were high places: which Solomon king of Ifrael had 
heathen nations before mentioned flew the horfes,| builded for Afhtoreth the abomination of the Zido- 
and facrificed them as burnt-offerings to the fun,| ians, and for Chemofh the abomination of the Mo- 
as is aflerted by Herodotus*, Xenophon‘, Strabo',\ abites, and for Milcom the abomination of the chil~ 
Paufanias *, Philoftretus*, and other writers‘; and| dren of Ammon ; of which fee the notes on 1 Kings 
fo the Indians * facrificed them to Apollo, the fame} xi. 5, 7. did the king defile; by cafting unclean’ 
with the fun; thefe being the fwifteft of creatures,| things into them. Kanwolf'*fays, ** before mount 
they offered them to the fwifteft of their gods, as] Zion toward the fouth, at the other fide of the ri- 
Herodotus and Heliodorus obferve, in the places be-| vulet Kidron, lies the mount of tranfgreffion, cal-. 
fore referred to. The ftables, in which thefe horfes| led Ma/bith, 2 Kings xxiii. 13. this is higher and 
were kept, were at the entering of the boufe of the|fteeper than any hereabout ; there you ftill fee fome 
Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the chamber-} old -walls of habitations, wherein the concubines. 
lain, which was in the fuburbs ; fo that they reach-| of Solomon did live ;” and Mr. Maundrel* obferves, 
ed from the temple to the fuburbs of Yeru/alem,| that below the hill ftands now a village called Siloe, 
to that part of them where this officer had a cham-| where it is faid he kept them. . 
ber, or lodgings, being in fome place of power] y.14. And he brake in pieces the images, &c.| 
and authority there; though, according to L’Em-| Of Afbtoreth, Chemofh and Milcom, in the above 
pereur', it is the fame with Parbar, 1 Chron. xxvi.| high places ; whichas thefe high places had been’ 
18. and fhould not be rendered /uburbs, it being} rebuilt by Manafeh or Amon, fo new images of 
between the compafs or wall of the temple, and] thefe deities were placed there: and cut down the 
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Ch. xxut.nr5—22 I KINGS 
£roves; in which they were fet: and filled their|end was anfwered in 
\ places with the bones of men; of idolatrous priefts|1 Kings xiii. 31, 32. 


and worfhippers, buried in parts adjacent; thefe 
he dug up and feattered in the high places and 
groves to defile them, bones of the dead being by 
jaw unclean, Numb, xix. 16, 

¥. 15. Moreover, the altar that was at Bethel, 
and the bigh place which feroboam the fon of Ne- 
bat, who made Ifrael to fin, had made.| For the 
worfhip of the calf there: doth that altar, and 
the: high place, he brake down, according to an 
ancient prophecy of the man of God, 1 Kings xiii. 
3. and of Amos in later times, ch, ix. 1. and burnt 
the high place, and ftampt it fmall to powder , that 
there might be no remains of it: and burnt the 
grove; either the grove of trees‘on it, or the idol 
that was in it. - 

y. 16. Aud as Fofiah turned himfelf, &c.] From 
the high place, and the altar at’ Bethel ; for he not 
only gave orders for the deftroying of idolatrous 
places and idols, but he faw them executed him- 
felf: be fpied the fepulchres that’ were there in the 
mount ; the graves of idolatrous priefts and wor- 
fhippers; who chofe to be buried near thofe places 
of idolatry; nor was it unufual for perfons to be 
buried on hills and mountains, fee ‘fo/h. xxiv. 30, 
33. and this was a cuttom in other nations former- 
ly‘, particularly among the Indians“ now,, who in 
many things agree with the Jews: apd fent and 
took the bones out of the fepulchres, and burnt them 
upon the altar ; where they had facrificed to idols: 
and polluted it; with their bones, which, accord- 
ing to the law, were defiling, and which was done 
in contempt of their idolatrous worfhip there: ac- 


‘ my 


-* 
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being buried with him, 


¥.19. And all the houjes alfo of the bigh places, &c.) 
The temples of the idols theré, and the houfes for 
the priefts to dwell in: shat were in the cities of 
Samaria, whith the kings of I[rael had made to pro- 
voke the Lord to anger, Yofiab took away; particu-- 
larly in the cities of Manafeb, Ephraim and. Si- 
meon, unto Napthali, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 6. the I/raél-. 
ites that remained there acknowledging Fofiab as 
their kine ; and perhaps_after the defeat of Senna- 
cherib, many of the cities of I/rael might put them- 
{elves under the protection of Hezekiah, and efpe- 
cially upon the deftruction of the Africa empire ; 
and Manaffeb, with his liberty, might have his 
kingdom enlarged by the king of Babylon 3 and 
which being continued and increafed in the times 
of Jofiab, might be the reafon of his oppofing 
the king of Egypt in favour of the king of Bady- 
lou: and did to them according to all the aé#s that 
he had done in Bethel; defiled them, and broke 
down the altars in them, 

¥.20. And be flew all the priejts of the high places 
that were there, &c.| The idolatrous priefts who 
facrificed to Baal, and other heathen deities ; for 
as for others that burnt. incenfe in high places, yet 
to the true God, thofe he fpared, though they 
were not fuffered to officiate at the altar of God: 
the others he flew upon the altars; where they fa- 
crificed : and burnt mens bones upon them; the bones 
of the priefts, and worfhippers of idols, as he had 
done at Bethel: and returned to Ferufalem; after 
he had gone through the land, both of Fudab and 
Tfrael, and abolifhed idolatrous worlhip . every 


cording to the word of the Lord which the man of\ where. 


God proclaimed, who proclaimed thefe words; or 
things ; foretold that fuch a king by name would 
arife, and burn mens bones upon the altar, and 
which had been foretold more than 350 years be- 
fore this time. : 

y.17. Then be faid, what title is that that I fee ? 
&c.] A high and large monument over a grave, 
with an infcription on it, more remarkable. than 
any of the reft, which made Yofiabh take notice of 
it ; and the Fews have a tradition, as Kimchi ob- 
ferves, that on one fide of the grave grew nettles 
and thiftles, and on the other fide odoriferous 
herbs ; which is not to be depended on; but what 
“he farther obferves may be right, that the old pro- 
phet, as he gave order to his fons to lay his body 
in the fame grave with the man of God, believing 
his words would be fulfilled, fo he likewife gave 
orders to have a diftinguifhed monument or pillar 
erected over the graye ; and which people in after- 
times took care to fupport, in memory of the man 
of God,~ that thereby it might be known; by which 
means not only the bones of the man of God were 
preferved from being burnt, but thofe of the old 
prophet alfo buried with him: and the men of the 
city told bim, it is the fepulchre of the man of God, 
which came from Fudah, and proclaimed thefe things 
that thou haft done againft the altar of Bethel; {ee 
1 Kings xiii. 1, 2, 3. 

y¥. 18. And be faid, let him alone; let no man 
move his bones, &c.) Not take them out of the 
grave, as they had done the reft: fo they let his 

, bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came 
out of Samaria; the old prophet, whereby his 


* Vid. Servium in Virgil. Aneid. 11. ¥. 849. —— fuit ingens monte fub alto. 


Ifraelis, §. 6. p. 29. ~ Stromat. 1,1, p. 328. 


Vou. Il. N°, 25. 


y. 21. And the king commanded all the people, 
&c.] Not at Yeru/alem only, but throughout the 
whole kingdom: faying, keep the paffover unio the 
Lord your God, as it is written in this book of the 
covenant ; which had been lately found and read, 
and they had agreed to obferve, and in which this 
ordinance was {trictly enjoined, and was a com- 
memoration of their deliverance out of Egypt, and 
a direction of their faith to the Meffiah, the anti- 
type of the paflover, 

¥. 22. Surely there was not holden fuch a paffover, 
from the days of ‘the judges that judged Ifrael, &c.} 
As the king commanded; the people obeyed and 


‘kept the paffover, according to the law of the 


Lord; the manner of its being kept is not here re- 
corded, but is at large in 2 Chron. xxxv. where it 
is obferved there had not been fuch an one from 
the days of Samuel, the laft of the judges; fo that 
the days of the judges here mean the laft days of 
them: nor in all the days of the kings of I/rael, nor 
of the kings of Fudab; fince the divifion of the 
kingdoms; for as for the kings of J/rael, they 
kept it not; and though it was obferved in the 
times of Hezekiah king of Fudab, yet not univer- 
fally, and by fome in their uncleannefs ; for it is a 
miftake of Clemens of Alexandria’, that it was not 
kept in the times between Samuel and Fofiah; in 
the days of David and Solomon it might be kept by 
greater numbers, but not with fuch purity, and 
with fuch chearfulnefs and joy of heart, or with 
many other facrifices attending it, or fo exaétly agree- 
able to. the law of God, and with fuch munificence 
and liberality ; the king, and the chief of the pr pie 
an 
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and Levites providing out of their own- fabhance 
for the people and their brethren. 

‘y. 23. But in the 18th year of hing ‘Jofiah, 
wherein this paffover was holden to the Lord in Fe- 
rufalem.| ‘This fhews that Fofah muft begin the 
reformat ion very early that year, fince he did all 
that is before recorded in this and the preceding 
chapter by the 14th of Ni/en, the day on which 
the paffover was kept, which month anfwers to 
part of our March and part of April, fee ch. xxii. 
3. and was the fame veer. the repairs of the temple 
were finifhed. ' 

y. 24. Moreover, the BF te with familiar /pi- 
rits, and the wizards, &c.] Who were not to be 
fuffered among the I/raelites, Deut. xviil. 11. and 
the images; or Teraphim: and the idols, and all the 
abominations ; which were worfhipped by the hea- 


_ thens, and introduced amgne the ews, and for- 


bidden by the word of God: that were /pied in the 
land of Fudab, and in Ferufalem, did Fofiah put 


away; for which, it feems, diligent fearch was’ 


made, and wherever they were difcovered were 
removed: that he might perform the words of the 
law, which were written in the book that Hilkiah 
the prieft found in the houfe of the Lord; both with 
refpect to witchcraft and idolatry; fee Lev. xx. 27. 
Exod. xx. 4, 5. and xxiii. 24. 

¥. 25. And like unto him was there no king before 
him, &c.]° The fame is faid of Hezekiah, ch. 
xviii. 5. Hezekiab might excel him in fome things, 
as Fofiab might excel Hezekiah in others: that 
turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all 
bis foul, and with all bis might ; with fuch fincerity, 
heartinefs, zeal, and conftancy : according to all the 
law of Mofes; having refpect to every command- 
ment, efpecially relative to worfhip, with the 
greateft precifion and exactnefs: neither after him 
arofe there any like him for all to the captivity 
were wicked princes, 

¥. 26. Notwithftanding, the Lord turned not from 
the frercenefs of bis great wrath, wherewith his anger 
was kindled againft Fudab, &c.) Notwithftanding 
the great reformation wrought’ among them ; for 
though Fofiah was a fincere reformer, and did what 
he did heartily, as to the Lord, according to his 
will, and for his glory; yet the people were not 
fincere in their compliance, they turned to the Lord 
not with their whole heart, but feignedly, Fer. iii. 
10. becaufe of all the provocations that Mayaffeb had 
provoked him withal, by fhedding innocent blood, 
and committing idolatry, which the people con- 
fented to and approved of, ‘and even now privately 
committed idolatry, as the prophecies of Feremiabh 
and Zephaniah fhew; and it may eafily. be con- 
cluded, that their hearts were after their idols, by 
their openly returning ‘to them i in the days of the 
fons of Fofiab. 

y¥. 27. And the Lord faid, I wil] remove Fudab 


re out of my fight, as I have removed Ifrael.| 


are his all-feeing eye, but from being the ob- 
jeC’of his fpecial care and protection ; the meaning 


KINGS 


Ch. xxin. ¥ Sipe 4 


my 

ee called after. his na e, ne wit - nema, 
was to be, and had been called upon. 

¥..28. Now the ref of the alls of Fofab, anda 
that he did, &c.\». For. abolifhing, idolacr 
reftoring the true worfhip of God: are 4 
written in the book of the chronicles of the. kings of > 
Fudah? and alfo of Jfrael, in which an account 
was kept of the tran{factions of. their reigh s many 
other of the a¢ts of ¥o/ab are recorded in the cano- 
nical book of sells, 2 Chron. XXXiV, XXXVex 

y¥. 29. In bis days Pharaoh-nechob king of Egypt, 
&c.] “Who is called in the Targuim:Pharaob the 
lame, becaufe he was: lame in his feet, perhaps 
gouty; Herodotus * alfo calls him ‘Necos the fon of 
Pfammiticus ; now it was in the laft days of Fofab 
this king reigned in Egypt, or however that the 
following event was: that he went up. ogainft the 
king of Apr ria_to the river Euphrates, to Carches 
mifo, a city fituated upon it; fee 2 Chron. xxxv, 
26. Fer. xlvi. 2. the king he went againft, was the 
king of Babylon, who had conquered the Afyrian 
monarchy, and therefore called.king of it; fome take 
him to be Nadopolafar , according to Marfham’, 
he ‘was Chyniladanus: and king Sofi ab went againft 
him to ftop him, that he might not pafs through’ 
his country, and attack the king of Babylon, whi 
ally, perhaps, Yofiah was; or however, thoug 
himfelf obliged to him by the privileges, power, 
and authority he allowed him to exercife in the - 
land of J/rael: and he flew him at Megiddo, when be 
bad feen him; as foon as they came. face to face, 
and engaged in battle, fee ch. xiv. 8. 14. that is 
Pharaob flew Fofiab at the firft onfet. Megiddp 
was a city in the tribe of Manaffeb, Fofh. xvii. 14, 
Herodotus * calls it Magdolus, which feems to bea 
city on the borders of Egypt, the fame with Adg- 
dol, Fer. xliv. 1. where he fays Nechob conquered 
the Syrians; in Fofepbus* it is called Mendes very 
wrongly. ‘7ofiab feems to have engaged in this 
action without confulting the Lord and his pro- 
PaaS 

y. 30. And bis fervants carried him in a chariot 

dead from Megiddo, &c.| They took him out of 
the chariot in which he was wounded, and put him 
into another, where he died of his wounds by the 
way ; being mortally wounded, he is faid ,to be - 
dead, or a dead man, fee 2 Chron. xxxv. 34. and 
brought him to. Ferufalem; which, according to 
Bunting >, was 44 miles from Megiddo: aud buried 
him in bis own fepulchre; which cither he had pro- 
vided for himfelf in his lifetime, or which in com- 
mon, belonged to the kings of Fudab, fee 2 Chrou, 
XXXV. 24. “and the people “of the land took Fehoakaz 
the fon of Fofiab, and ancinted him, and made bim 
king in bis father’s fiead: though he was not the el- 
deft fon, Feboiakim, who was afterwards placed i in 
his room, being two years older, as appéars fro 
¥. 31. 36.- -and this is the reaion, as the Jewy 
commentators in general agree, that = was anoint- 
ed; which they fay was never done to the fon of a 
king, unlefs there was a competitor, or fome ob- ; 


is, that he would fuffer them to be carried out of | jection to, or difpute about, the facceffion, asin 


their land into captivity, as J/rael was; this he had 
faid in his heart, was determined upon ; the decree 
was gone forth, and it was irrevocable : 
capo Hs city Ferufalem, which I have chofen; for 
the place of his worfhip, the people having forfaken 
his worfhip there, and followed after idols: and the 
houfe of which I faid, My name foall be there; the 


. ‘% 
= eo five, Bi 2. c. 168. 
C5. §.1 av s, &c.' p. 188. 


ea Hamutal, the daughter of Joram of Li 


Y Chronic. Secul. 18. p. 568. 


the cafe of Solomon and Riera! 


¥. 31. Feboabaz was 23 years old when ted on 
and will| to reign, &c.]. Who feems to be the fame 
Shallum, Fer. XXil. 11. and he reigned thr 4 


in Ferufalem; a fhort reign, being d by. ie 


king of Egypt, as after-related : and bis mother fe. 


ge ne 
x “hei : 
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Ch, xxi. ¥. 32-37. 
a city in the tribe of Judah, Fofo. x. 29. and xv. | 
42. " 

'y. 32. And be did that which was evil in the 
Sight of the Lord, &c,| Committed idolatry: ac- 
cording to all that bis fathers done, his grand- 
father and great grandfather, Amon and Manafeb ; 
fo foon after Fefiah’s death was the revolt ‘to ido- 
latryor ar 

¥. 33. And Pharaoh-nechob put him in bands at 
Riblab in the land of Hamath, &c.] Places in 
Syria ; Hamath was formerly a kingdom in Syria, 
and Riblab is faid by Ferom* to be Antioch of Syria, 
near to which was the fountain of Daphne; and in 
the Targums, of Fonathan and Ferufalem on Numb. 
xxxiv. 11. Daphbneis put for Riblah, and Fofepbus *| 
fays, Antioch was by Daphne of Syria ; and in 2 Mac- 
cab. iv. 33. Daphne is faid to be by Antioch, with 
which place Pompey was greatly delighted, becaufe of 
the pleafantnefs of it, and the abundance of waters 
about it*; hither, it is probable, eboahaz went with 
an army to avenge his father’s death on the king of 
Egypt, or to affitt the king of Badylon, or both; 
and here Pharaoh met, with him, and took him, 
and bound him’; he feems to be of a martial fpirit, 
from Ezek. xix. 3. that he might not reign in Feru- 
falem ; whither afterwards the king of Egypt came, 
and took it; and fo Herodotus ‘ fays, that after he 
had conquered, the Syrians at Migdol, he took Ca- 
dytis, a great city of Syria, which feems to be 7e- 
rufalem, the holy city: and put the land to a tribute 
of 100 talents of filver, and a talent of gold; the 
Jand of Fudab; and 100 talents, according to Bun- 
ting *, amounted to 37,500 pounds of our money ; 
and a talent of gold, according to Brerewood *, was 
4500 pounds; bur bifhop Cumberland * makes it 
5067 pounds 3 fhillings and 10 pence; a talent of 
gold could not be fo large in Homer’s time, fince 
he fpeaks of feven of them given’at once in a way 
of hofpitality * =~ 


GHA. P; 


ys SEES chapter relates the rebellion of Feboia-\%and rebelled againft bim ; 


kim again{t the king of Babylon,. which pre- 
pared the way for the ruin of the kingdom of Fu- 
dab, according to the decree of God, and alfo the 
death of feboiakim, and the conqueft the king of 
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—¥. 34. And Pharach-nechch » made Eliakim the fon 


of ‘Frofiah king in the room of Fofiab his father, &c.] 
Not in the room of Feboahax for he did not allow 


him to bea king, and to have any lawful right to 


the throne ; but depofing him, fet up his elder bro- 
ther : and turned his name to Feboiakim ; thew his 
fubjection to him, and that he held his govéfnment 
by him: and took Feboabaz away; with him, from 
Ferujalem, when he departed thence: and he came 
to Egypt, and died there; and never returned ‘to 
Ferufalem, according to the prophecy of Feremiah, 
Fer. sxtiriis , 

¥. 35. And Feboiakimgave the filver and gold to 
Pharaoh, &c.] The i00 talents of filver and the 
talent of gold, which he impofed as a tribute. upon 
the land; dut be. taxed the land, togive the money 
according to the commandment of Pharaoh; he did 
not take it out of his own treafures, nor the treafures 
of the houfe of the Lord} which perhaps might be 
exhaufted, but levied it of the people of the land : 
he exalied the filver and the gold of. the people of the 
land ; required them to pay it in: of every one ac- 
cording to bis taxation, to give it unto Pbaraob- 
nechob ; every one was taxed according to his abi- 
lities, in proportion to what he was worth, or to 
the eftate he was poffefled of. 

¥. 36. Fehoiakim was 25 years old when be began 
to reign, &c.|] And therefore mutt be. two years 
older than his brother Feboabaz, who was depofed : 
and he reigned 11 years in ‘ferufalem; and therefore 
mult die at the age of 36: and bis mother’s name 
was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumab; 
which Fo/ephus '. calls Abuma but he fpeaks of a 
village in Galilee called Ruma™; but whether the 
fame with this is not certain. 

¥. 37. And he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lord, according to all that bis fathers had done.} 
Amon and Manaffeh , {ee y. 32. 


XXIV, 


+ 
being encouraged. by the, 
king of Egypt, who promifed to affift’ him againft 
the king of Babylon; Nebuchadnezzar is the Nabo- 
colafjer in Ptolemy's canon; and Berofus ” teftifies, 
that 70 years before the Perfian monatchy he made, 


Babylon made of part of the land of the king of| war againit the Phenicians and Fews, and it is from 


Egypt, ¥. 1—7. and the fhort and wicked reign of 
Feboiachin his fon, when he and the royal family, 
with great numbers of the inhabitants of the land, 
were carried captive to Babylon, y. 8 —16. and 
his uncle was made king in his room, ¥. 17—20. 


y¥.1. In bis days Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon came up, &c.}  Againtt Ferufalem; this was 
in the latter end of the third, or the beginning of 
the ‘fourth of Fehoiakim’s reign, and the firft of 
Nebuchadnezzar, ‘fer. xxv. ™% and xlvi. 2. when 
Feboiakim was taken, but reftored upon promife 
of fubjeétion and obedience, and hottages given, 
at which time Daniel and his ree were Car- 
ried captive, with fome of the veffels of the tem- 
ple; fee the notes on Daa. i. 1, 2. and Feboiakim 
became bis fervant three years; which were the 5th, 
“6th and 7th ‘years of his reign: shen be turned 
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“© Comment. in Ezekiel. xlvii. fol. 261. C. 4 Antiqu. 
wRom. 16." f Ur fupra. ® Ut fupra, p. 288. 
ture-weights and meafures, ch. 4. -p. 21. i Gs 
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m De bello Jud, 1. 3. c.6. §. 21 
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/ ~ ® Apud Clement, Alex. Stromat. be Pe 32Q- 


this time the 70 years captivity is to be dated. 

¥. 2. And the Lord fent againft bim, &c.)_ By 
Nebuchadnezzar, againft whom he rebelled : bands 
of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands 
of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Am- 
mon ; who were all fubject to the king of Eadylon, 
or were voluntary troops in his fervice, and bore 
an hatred to the Fewss according to. Hupolemus °, 
this army confifted of Medes and Babylonians, and 


befides 10,000 chariots, there were in it 180,000, "' 


foot, andy'120,000 horfe: and fent them againft, 
Judah to deftroy it; this was not until the nat! 
of Feboiakim, Nebuchadnezzar being diverted 
the fiege of Zyre, or other important bufinels, from 
chaftizing the king of Judeh until this timg’: @e- 
cording to the word of the Lord, which he jpake by 
bis fervants the prophets ; Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Zepba- 
niah, and Huldab the prophetefs. y " 
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Liye. 2. §. :. © Rufi Felt, Breviar.’ Eutrop. Hitt. 
b De Ponder. &Pret. vet. Num. Ce ? Scrip- 
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yy. 3. Surely at ibe ee of the Lord 
. come this ate Judah, to remove them out of bis 


Sight, &c.] 


“* | God thty fhould be. carried c Poel. and. therefore ef but ve . 3 
2 he -ftirred up the fpirit of Neduchadnexzar, and 2, Chron. Xxxvi. 9. the rye 4 
gave him orders = a@ainit ic: for the fins of of 8 18, fince re and Syriac ver-_ 


Mana according 
ftill continued among the ews, and committed by 
them, though repented of by Manaffeb, and he 
returned from them. 

¥. 4. And alfo for the innocent blood that he shed, 
Sor be filled Ferufalem with innocent blood, &c.| See 
ch, xxi. 16, which cruel Milage of the prophets, 
and fervants of the Lord, was. ftill. continued ; 


. fee Fer. xxvi. 21—24. which the Lord would not, 


pardon ; she pardoned the fins of Manafeb, who re- 
pented, but not the fins of thofe perfons who.imi- 
tated him, but repented not; or though he per- 
fonally pardoned the fins of Manaffeh, fo that he 
was faved everlaftingly, yet the temporal punifh- 
mient of the nation for thofe fins, in which they 
were involved with him, was not avdveedi 

y. 5. Now the reft of the ais of Feboiakim, &c. } 
In 2 Chron. xxxvi.*8. it is added, bis abominations, 
and that which was found in him; which befides his 
rebellion againft the king of Babylon, and his fhed- 
ding innocent blood, is interpreted of marks made 
in his body for fuperititious and idolatrous purpofes; 
fo big 

¥. 6. So Feboiakim flept with bis fathers, &c. | 
He died as they did, -but was not buried with 
them, and indeed had no burial at all, according 
to the prophecy of Feremiah, Fer. xxii..18, 19. 
for falling into the hands of the king of Babylon, 
he was bound in chains, in order to be carried to 
Babylon, but died as foon as he came out of Feru- 
falem, at the gates of which he was caft, and had 
no burial, 2 Chron. xxxvi, 6. At this time alfo 
fome of the veflels of the temple were carried away, 
and put in the idol’s temple at Babylon, 2 Chron. 
XXKVI. 7. Fer. xxvii. 16. and Ewpolemus? fays, that 
whatever gold, filver and brafs were in the temple, 
were carried away: and Feboiachin his fon reigned 
in bis fread ; called fometimes Fechoniah, and by 
contempt Coniah, Fer. XXil. 24, 28. 


9t. 24. 


y. 7. And the king of Egypt came. not any more. 


out of his land, &c.| To receive the tribute he 
impofed on the land of udah, or to help the kings 
thereof, Feboiakim and Feboiachin ; not tll the times 
of Zedekiah, and then was obliged to retire; with- 
out giving any affiftance, er. xxxvii. 7. the rea- 
fon follaws, for the king of Babylon had taken from 
the river f Egypt unto the river Lupbrates, all that 
pertained athe king of Egypt; all that lay between 
the river Nile, or the Rhinocolyra, and the river 
Euphrates, {o that he could not ftir out of his do- 

‘minions, which lay beyond. 
¥. 8. Febsiachin was 18 years old when be began 
, reign, &c.] In 2 Chron. xxxvi.. g. he is. faid 
\ to be but eight years old; which may be reconciled | t 
: obferving, that he might be made and de- 
clared king by his father, in the firft year of his 
pe '8Rs who reigned 11 years, fo that he was eight 
eatS old when he began to reign with him, and 
vb 3 he began to reign alone’. Dr, Lightfoot* 
gives aitother folution of this difficulty, that pro- 
perly a ing he was 18 years old when he began 
to ip. 9 in an improper fenfe, the fon of eight} a 
years, 0 the Sth year, as the Hebrew phrafe is; 

that is, he 


a the lot of the 8th year-of the 
captivityvof Wg which was in the latter end of 
_ Me 


« 


e . 


It was the fure and certain decree-of 


oO 
2 all that ke did; which were 


reign , of Nebuchadnexzar’s reign, and 


the mighty men of v 
rahi stink de 


'§ So in Seder Olam Rabba, ¢. 25+ 
. * 3 


the third, or > beginni 


father’s reign, and th e 


eee 


fions itis there 18, as here: be reigned, in 5 ert _ 
lem three mouths 5 
omitted for fhortnefs, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 19. and J 
mother’s name was Nebufbta, the daughter of 

than of Ferufalem ; 3 a perfon no doubt well 

in thofe times. 


chee in 


"the ten days \befides < ere 


x¥.9. And be did that which « Ta tg the. y; bt 
tf 


of the Lord, according to all tha 
dene. } Being partner with him in his throne, he 
was in his fins, and. continued ei fe 
XXili, 37. 

¥.10. At that time, &c. # When. Feboiac 


reigned : when the year was expired ; fo it is in, 


2 Chron. xxxvi. 10. or at the revolution: of the 
year, which fome take to.be autum 
ning of the civil year with the Yews ; but rather 
it was the fpring, the time when kings went,out - 
to battle, 2 Sam. xi, 1. the fervants of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came up againft Serufa- 
lem; that is, his army under proper mae po al 
officers, and by his orders: and the city me 


fieged ; in form by the Chaldean ar 


¥. 11, 4nd Nebuchadnezzar king of somali 
againft tbe city, &c.) He came in perfon follow- 
ing his army : and bis fervants did befege it; 
clofely. 

y.12. And Fehoiachin king of Fudab went out to. 
the king of Babylon, &c.| Not to fight with him, — 
but to fubmit to him, and to furrender the city 


to him, and be at his mercy : be and his mother, 
and bis fervants, and his princes, and his officers; 
the royal family, courtiers and nobles: aud the 


king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of % 
hich 


the eighth of the firft captivity, and from when 
the 70 years captivity were reckoned. — pat” 

¥. 13. And he carried out thence all the iréafares 
of the houfe of the Lord, and the treafures of the 
king’s boufe, &c.] The gates of the city being 
thrown open to him, he entered and plundered 
the temple, and the royal palace, and took from 
thence all the riches thereof: and cut iw piece 
the veffels. of gold which Solomon king of Lrael ai 
made in the temple of the Lord, as the Lord b, ne 
ch. xx. 17. and fo the prophecy of Vai 


fulfilled. No more is faid of thefe vellls ay 
2 Chron’ xxxvi. 10. than that they were brought 


toBabylou, and fo Pifcator renders the word here, 


father ag 


the begin- 


a 


4 


“ 
‘ 


took, or carried them away ; and. certainit is, ‘that 


they were carried whole to Babylon, Dan. v. 25.3. 
but as Hezekiah is faid to cut off the doors ofthe 
temple, that is, ftrip or fcrape off the gold of them, 


ch. a 16. foWebuchadnezzar cut off fromthe 


e, or Wie the it of the golden veflels in it 3 

of great part of them, the greater part thet 

that there were fome left, is plain from ¢ 
aft 


18—22. sues 
é carried wes a fen g 


yp 4 
The ne deaie of it. 
them, but the chief of ‘hes 
Fic and ufeful ; for th 
wards exprefled : 


which was the numba 


es Work, es fie 


of 


‘¢- 


dx a 


ei) 


sa” @ J e e 
Ch. xxiv. ¥1g—18, We KINGS | 


“and fmiths, belides the nobles and the foldiers, he 


took all the artificers that exercifed any handicraft 


trade or bufinefs; carpenters and blackfmiths, as 
fome interpret thefe two words; fo that there were 
none left to make arms for them; the laft word 
may be rendered inclofers, and are by fome inter- 
preted of inclofers of jewels in metals, as gold and 
filver: none remained, fave thespooref fort of the 
people of the land; who were. left to till it, and to 
drefs the vines; fee ch. xxv. 12, | 

¥. 15. And be carried away Feboiachin to Babylon, 
&c.]. Where he continued at leaft 37 years, ch. 
xxv, 27. and the king’s mother; whole name was 
Nebufhta, 9. 8. and the king’s wives, for though 
he was fo young, it feems he had many wives, as 
was the cuftom of thofe times ; or his women, who 


_ were cither his concubines, or fervants in his fami- 


| ly: and his officers; in his court : and the mighty of 


° 


f 


the land ; the princes and nobles thereof ; or the fools 
of the land, as the word is written; {0 the people ge- 
nerally were: thofe carried be into captivity from Fe- 
vufalem to Babylon; which, according to Bunting *, 
were 680 miles diftant from each other. 
y¥. 16. And all the men of might, even 7000, &c.] 
The particulars of the 10,000 carried captive are 
here given ; 7000 of which were the principal men 
of the land: and craft/men, and {miths 1000; 
“which made: 8000: @f/ that were firong, and apf 
for war; of thefe confifted the other’2000; ‘fo 
‘Abarbinll reckons them; but, according to the 
Fewifh chronologer *, which Farchi and other Fewi/h 
‘commentators follow, the 7000 were out of the 
tribe of Bewjamin and the reft of the tribes, and 
the 30co out of the tribe of Fudab, which are 


\ 


ee : 
. 

~ ff 
p. da . 


* 789 
fuppofed to be thofe age? fpeaks of, ch. lii. 
28. even then the king of Babylon brought captive to 
abylon, among thele zekiel the prophet, 
and Mordecai, the uncle of £/ther, os 


¥. 17. And the king of Babylon ¢ Mattaniah 
his father’s brother king in his rec en" The 
third fon of Fofiah, 1 Chron. iii. 15. and changed 
bis name to Zedekiah ; for the fame reafon the king 
of Egypt changed the name of Eliakim, ch. xxiii. 
24. to fignify his fubjection to him; though tome 
think it was to put him» in mind of the juttice of 
God, as the name fignifies, that would overtake 


him, fhould he be treacherous to him, and rebel ® 


againft him; fo the Fewih Midrafh. 

¥, 18, 19, 20. Zedekiah was 21 years old when 
he began to reign, &c.) So that he was but be- 
tween nine and ten years of age when his fa- 
ther Fofah died; for Feboabaz reigned three 
months, Fehoiakim eleven years, and his fon 
three months and ten days: and he reigned eleven 
years in Jerufalem: and bis mother’s name was Ha 
mutal the daughter of Feremiab of Libnah ; by which 
it appears that he was the brother of Feboahaz by 
father and mother’s fide, ch. xxiii. 31. This and 
the two following verfes are exprefled in the fame 
words, as in Fer. lii. 1, 2, 3. fee the notes there” in 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 12, 13. befides what is here faid, 
is written, that he humbled not himfelf before Fere- 
miab the prophet of the Lord, that {poke in his name, 
but oppofed him ; and rebelling againft the king of 
Babylon, broke his oath, and hardened his neck 
and heart againft the Lord, and was obftinate,» 
ftubborn, and felf-willed. — 


th * 
’ 


. CA KV ths 


iL? this chapter is an account of the fiege, taking temple, Fachin and Boaz. Benjamin of T: udela fays at 


and burning of the city of Zeru/alem, and of the 
carrying captive the king and the inhabitants to 
Babylon, y. 1—12. as alfo of the pillars and veffels 
of the temple brought thither, ¥. 13—17. and of 
the putting to death feveral of the principal perfons 
of the land, ¥. 18—22. and of the miferable con- 
dition of the reft under Gedgliah, whom J/bmael 
flew, y. 23-26. and the chapter, and fo the hit 


_ tory is concluded with the kindnefs Feboiachin met 
_ with from the king of Biaiplen, after 37 years cap- 


tivity, ¥. 27—30. 
4 . Je 

y¥. 1—7.° And it came to pafs in the oth year of bis 

reign, &c.] Of the reign of Zedekiah king of Fu- 

dab. From hence to the end of ¥, 7. the account 


~ exactly agrees with Fer. lii. 4—11. fee the notes 


there. 


y. 8—12. And in the 5th month, he 7th day|prieft, &c.\ The fagan, or deputy-prieft, who ” 
_ of the month, &c.] In Fer. lii. 12. it is the roth| officiated for the high-prie 
day of the month; which, how to be reconciled,|he was rendered unfit and uncapable; fo Soleph, 
there: which is the nineteenth year of the fon of Ellem, as Fofephus* relates, officiated for 

tolemy’s \ Matthias, when defiled with a nocturnal pollution ; 
453, a and feven days be ret 

from hence, to the end of y. 12. facts are r lated always fubftituted one under the high-prieft, left 


fee the no 


king Ne dnezzar ; who, according to 


canon, reigned 43 years aftbenes." lays 


‘in Fer. li 


, 12—16. whither the reader is re- 
erred. * ‘ 
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.13—17. And jhe pillane of brafs that were in as in Fer. li, 25—27 
» J ] The two pillars in the! that men 
T Soa F ii @ ae 
c. p.to8. © _ * Seder Olas Rabba, Mr 
De ay Milica, 1. Pas 6. $44 r Haat 
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od 
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that in the church of St. Stephen in Rome, thefe 
pillars now are with the name of Solomon engraved 
on each ; and the Yews at Rome told him, when 
there, (in the 12th century) that on the gth’ of 
Ab (the day the temple was’ deftroyed) every year 
fweat was found upon them like water; the ,one, 
I fuppofe, will equally be believed as the other, 
fince ig is here exprefsly faid, that the Chaldeans. 
broke them in pieces. ‘From hence, to the end 
of y. 17. is the fame with Jer. lii..17—-23. where 
it is rather more largely and fully exprefied ; only 
there is this difference here in ¥.17. the height of 
the chapiter of a pillar is faid to be three cubits, 
there five cubits; for the reconciliation of which, 
fee the note there. 


y.18—21. And the captain, of fe took ~ 


Seraiah the chief-prieft, and Zephaniah the fecond 


ft, when by any mea 


e day of atonement, the 


thing of this kind fhould happen to him | 

hence, to theend of ¥.21. the account is the fam 
i, 25— nly here in ¥. 19. it is faid, 

oe tak 
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/ ® De judicio temp. &Annal. Perk fol. #21. 2. 

omy 6.1. Sete -" 
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that were in the king’s prefence were — 
~ “ as ¥. - 


. 


YO 's 


» & . taken, there feven men: 


» ™% «fee the note there. 
2—24. And as for i. 45 
scoW A hat were, tin the landsto be vine- die ers eftehey fhould com 


and hufbandm 3 over ‘thefe the king of Babylon sal appoir ted se 
"  “ginade Gedali overnor, to whom the captains, | 2 noe 
with their ttered troops came, and fubmitted for 530. Mbit’ é gen in the 
a time ;“0f whom, as the notes on er. xl. %; of fe K, ch choiachin ing 
8, 9. . » | Who scatltes CHS Sales 
; 50 And it came e pafs in” the feventh month,\ month, on +t th day of the et OOF or. lil i 
. c.] Not of Gedaliak’s government, but. of the 3r. it is faid in the 25th days. on the reafon o 
ear, the month Ti/ri or September, nea ibe months | which difference, fee the note there : that Evil-me 
@ after the deftru@ion of ‘ferufalem, the Fews fay eam king of Babylon, who is. fuppof d 
. é 52 days after it; of the death of Gedaliah, and'the|to be.the fame with Belbazzar, and 
man that flew him, as. here related, fee the notes| Nerigli iar, the fame with Darius the Mede 
on fer. Xia 52, 3. niel. From hence, to the end of the chap 
& y. 26. And all the people, both {mall and great, |{ame account is given of the kindnefs of t! is ki 
‘&c.} High and low, rich and poor, among whom |to Feboiachin, as in Fer. ii. 31—3A. fee the ne ie 
were the King’s daughters, committed to the care|there. Metafthenes* calls him Amilinus Euil-meroe a 
‘of Gedaliab, and alfo the prophet Ferémiah and|dach, and fays he reigned 30° years, make eo 
Baruch, fee Jer. xii. 16. and xliii. 6..and the cap-| Beloazzar, or Balt-affar, as he calls a ais 
tains of the armies rye, and came to Egypt s con='fon. ne 
2 Vid. Poe Eeclef. Hift. 1.1. chy. 18 * Ut fupra, 
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The END of the Seconn "Salas 
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